
DOCU~1ENTARY HISTORY, &c.

MINUTES OF TI-IE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, HELD AT PHILADEL-
PHIA, THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF JULY, 1776, AND CONTINUED BY ADJOURNMENT TO SEPTEMBER

THE 28TH FOLLOWING, WITH THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SAID STATE.

At a meeting of the Convention for the State of Pennsyl-
vania, held at the State House in the City of Philadel-
phia, on the fifteenth day of July, in the year one thousand
seven hundred and seventy-six.

Monday: July 15, 1776,P. M.
The respective Judges for the election for the City of

Philadelphia and the several Counties made their Returns,
as follows, viz :

For the City of PHILADELPHIA.
Timothy Matlack, James Cannon,
Benjamin Franklin, George Clymer,
Frederick Kuhl, George Schlosser,
Owen Biddle, David Rittenhouse.

For the County of PHILADELPHIA.
Frederick Antis, John Bull,
Henry Hill, Thomas Potts,
Robert LoUer, Edward Bartholomew,
Joseph Blewer, William Coates.

For the County of BUCKs.
Joseph Hart, William Vanhorn,
John Wilkinson, John Grier,
Samuel Smith, Abra. Van Midleswarts,
John Keller, Joseph Kirkbride.

For the County of CHESTER.

Benjamin Bartholomew, Samuel Cunningham,
John Jacobs, John Hart,
Thomas Strawbridge, John Mackey,
Robert Smith, John Flemming.

For the County of LANCASTER.

George Ross, Joseph Sherrer,
Philip Marsteller, John Hubley,
Thomas Porter, Henry Slaymaker,
Bartram Galbreath, Alexander Lowrey.

For the County of YORK.
John Hay, _ Francis Crazart,
James Edgar, James Smith,
William Rankin, Robert lWPherson,
Henry Slagle, Joseph Donaldson.

For the County of CUMBERLAND.

John Harris, William Duffield,
Jonathan Hoge, James Brown,
William Clarke, Hugh Alexander,
Robert Whitehill, James l\1'Clean.

For the County of BERKS.

Jacob Morgan, Daniel Hunter,
Gabriel Heister, Valentine Eckart,
John Lesher, Charles Shoemaker,
Benjamin Spyker, Thomas Jones.

For the County of N ORTHA'IPTON.
Simon Dresbach, Jacob Stroud,
Jacob Arndt, Neigal Gray,
Petel' Buckholder, Abraham Miller,
Peter Rhoads, John Ralston.

For the County of BEDFORD.
Thomas, Sl:nith, Joseph Powell,
John W Ilkms, Henry Rhoads
Benjamin Elliot, John Burd,

,

Thomas Coulter, John Cessna.

FOI' the Connty of NOIrrHUMBERtAr'W.

William Cooke, Walter Clark,
James Potter, John Kelley,
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Robert Martin, James Crawford,
Matthew Brown, John Weitzcll.

For the County of W EST~IORELAND.

James Barr, John Carmichael,
Edward Cook, James Perry,
James Smith, John lWCJel1an,
John Moore, Christopher Lavingair.

The Convention adjourned to three o'clock to-morrow in
the afternoon.

.

Tuesday, July 16,1776, P. M,
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Doctor Benjamin Franklin was unanimously chosen

President.
Colonel George Ross was unanimously chosen Vice

President.
John Morris, Esq:, was chosen Secretary.
Mr. Jacob Garrigues was chosen Assistant Clerk to the

Secretary. .
Mr. Morris not being in this City at present, Colonel

l1fatlack is requested to perform the duty of Secretary till
Mr. :Morrismay return.

The qualification and profession of faith recommended by
the Conference of Committees, held at Philadelphl:a on the
25th of June last, were read, taken, and subscribed by all
the Members now present, viz:

Benjamin Franklin, James Smith,
Timothy Matlack, Robert M'Pherson,
Frederick Kuhl, Joseph Donaldson,
Owen Biddle, John Harris,
James Cannon, Jonathan Hoge,
George Clymer, William Clarke,
George Schlosser, William Duffield,
David Rittenhouse, James Brown,
Frederick Antis, James ]\1'CJean,
Henry Bil1, Jacob Morgan,
Robert LoUer, Gabriel Heister,
Joseph Blewer, John Lesher,
John Bull, Benjamin Spyker,
Edward Bartholomew, Daniel Hunter,
Joseph Hart, Charles Shoemaker,
John Wilkinson, Thomas Jones,
Samuel Smith, Simon Dresbach,
John Keller, Jacob Amdt,
William Vanhorn, Peter Buckholder,
Jol]n Grier, Peter Rhoads,
Joseph Kirkbride, Jacob Stroud,
John Hart, .

Neigal Gray,
Thomas Strawbridge, Abraham Mil1er,
Robert Smith, John Ralston,
Samuel Cunningham, Thomas Smith,
John Mackey, John Wilkins,
George Ross,. Benjamin Elliot,
Bartram Galbreath, Thomas Coulter,
Joseph Sherrer, Joseph Powell,
John Hubley, Henry Rhoads,
Henry Slaymaker, John Burd,
Alexander Lowrey, John Cessna,
John Hay, Walter Clark,
James Edgar, John Kelly, and
Francis Crazart, James Crawford.

William Sheed is appointed Doorkeeper.
1

AMERICAN ARCHIVES, SERIES 5 VOLUME 2 

Page 1                                                                                                                        Page 2



3 PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION, JULY, 1776. 4

A Letter from the Honourable John IIancock, Esquire,
President of the Congress of the United States of America,
directed to this Convention, was read, recommending to
them to take such measures as may b~ judged proper and
necessary for procuring as much Lead within this State as
can be obtained: Whereupon it was

Resolved, That the said recommendation of Congress be
immediately complied with; and therefore that it be recom-
mended to the Committee of Safety immediately to take the
most vigol"OUSand effectual measures to procure all the Lead
which can be obtained, and which may at present be used
in spouts, window-weights, clock-weights, ornaments of
houses, or in any other form; and that they make reasonable
compensation for the same to all persons from whom it may
be had or received, having regard also to any particular
inconveniences which individuals may sustain by affording
the publick this necessary supply.

And it is likewise recommended to the inhabitants of this
State to part willingly with such Lead as they ha ve in their
possession for the publick service.

A Letter was read from qeneral Roberdeau respecting
the Guard recommended by Congress to be kept in this
City; and the same being considered, it Was

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee of
Safety to take the necessary steps thereupon, as beipg within
tbeir department.

A Letter was read from the Delegates of the State of
Virginia, now in the Congress, proposing that a temporary
line between Pennsylvania and Virginia may be agreed
upon, until a final determination may be had, and declaring
their readiness to confer on this subject with any gentlemen
this House may be pleased to appoint for that purpose.
The same being considered, it was

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be de-
ferred to Thursday morning nex.t..

On motion, Resolved, That application be made to Gen-
eral Roberdeau, requesting him to issue an order for permit-
ting John ]-[orris, Esq., and J(J{;obGarrigues to return to
'his City, they being appointed to the offices of Secretary
and Assistant Clerk to this Convention.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock.

"Wednesday,July Ii, 1ii6.

The ConventiolJ met according to adjournment.

Upon m9tion, Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Hlilliam
TVhite be requested to. perform divine sen-ice to-morrow
morning, before this CQnvention, that we may jointly offer
up our prayers to Almighty God to afford us his di\'ine
grace and assistance in the important and arduous task com-
mitted to. us; and to offer up our praises and thanksgivings
for the manifold mercies and the peculiar interposition of
his special providence in behalf of these injured, oppressed,
and insulted United Stqtes.

Colonel MatZar;k and Mr. Clymer are appointed to wait
an the Rev. Mr. White, and furnish him with a copy of the
furegoing Resol ve. .

]}[oved, That Colonel lIliles be appointed Brigadier-
General and Commander-in-Chief of the forces of Pennsyl-
vama.

Referred for further consideration.

Mr. ]}[atthew Brown, John Flemming, Philip l~[arsteller,
and Robert Whitehill, appeared in the House for the first
time, took the oaths, and made and signed the profession of
faith required.

]}[oved, That effectual measures be taken to obtain the
Arms from all No.l].-Associators, as they are absolutely neces-
sary for the defelJce of the country. And as the Associa-

- tors in this State arc not all completely armed, and the
Resolve of the honourable Congress for disarming disaffected
persons and Non-Associators has not yet been effectually
executed, therefore,

Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhodse, Mr. Bllll, Mr. Kirk-
bride, Mr. Flemming, MI'. ]t[arsteller, Mr. Edgar, :Mr.
Harris, Mr. Coulter, Mr. ]}[organ, Mr. Gray, and IVIr.
Crawford, be a Committee for bringing in an ardinance far
the purpose of carrying fully into execution the said Resolve
.of Congress.

A Petition fi'o.mdivers debtors lIOWconfined in the Jail

of Philadelphia, praying rcJeasement fromtheir confinement,
was read; and

Ordered to lie on the table.
Adjourned to to-morrow morning, eight o'clock.

Thursday, July 18, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met according to adjournment.

Mr. 111orris, the Secretary, now attending, it was ordered,
upon motion, that he should take the following Affirmation,
VJZ:

"I, John ]}[orris, do declare that I do not hold myself
bound to bear allegiance to George the Third, King of
Great Britain; and that I will steadily and firmly, at all
times, promute the most effectual means, according to. the
best of my skill and lmow]edge, to oppose the tyrannical
proceedings of the King and Parliament of Great Britain.
against the American Colonies, and support a government
in this State on the authority of the people only; and that
as Secretary of this Convention, I will be faithful, and make
fair and just minutes of all their proceedings, according to
the best of my abilities, and keep all such secrets as shall
be directed to be kept by the Com-ention;" which he did
accordingly. .

Ordered, also, That the Clerk, when he shall come, shall
make a declaration to the like import.

The Rev. Mr. White attending, agreeable to the request
of yesterday; and having performed divine service, and being
withdrawn, it was

Ordered, on motion, That Mr. Matlack and Mr. Clymer
wait upon that gentleman with the thanks of the Cpnvention
for his services.

On motion, That a Committee be appointed to draw up
Rules ami Regulations for the government of this Convention
in their proceedings,

Ordered, Tbat Mr. Ross, Mr.lIlatlaclc, and Mr. Jacobs,
be a Committee for that purpose.

.

On motion, Resolved, That the Secretary call upon the
Clerk of tbe Assembly, from time to time, for such of the
}1ublick Records, Papers and Documents belonging to this
Governroent, as the Cunvention shall think necessary; and
the said Clerk is hereby directed to deliver the same.

Resolved, That the members of this Convention have, at
all seasonable times, Ii-ee access to the publick Library of
this State.

A Report /i'om the Committee appointed yesterday to
bring in an ordir:ance respecting the Arms of Non-Associa-.
tors, was read, and ordered to lie on the table for a second
reading.

The gentlemen appointed to draw up Rules and Regula-
tions. for the government of this Convention in their proceed-
ings, withdrew; and, after some time, brought in an essay
for that purpose; which, being read, was agreed to, and is
as followeth, viz :

First. Tbat the Members, when speaking, address them-
sel ~-esto the Chair.

Second. That no. l\Iember interrupt a Member when
speaking.

Third. That no Member use indecent or reOecting lan-
"guage, or wilfully pervert the sense of what another Member
has said.

Fourth. That the Members are not to use each other's
names, but in their answers, to take natice of their time of
speaking, or their situation as to the right or left of the
Chair, &c.

Fifth. That no Member cross between the Chair and a
speaking l\lember.

Sixth. That the President have a right to call to order,
where a Member may wander from the matter in debate.

Seventh. That no Member speak above twice on the same
subject, without obtaining leave froll1 the Conventian.

Eighth. That where any debate pro\'es very tedious, and
any foUl"Members rise and call for th.e question, the Presi-
dent shall put the same.

Ninth. That where the President shall enjoin secrecy, it
is expected that every Member is bound by his honour to
observe the same.

Tenth. That where the House is equally divided, the
President shall have the casting vote.
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Upon motion, Resolved, That two-thirds of the persons
chosen as Members of this Convention be a quorum.

Upon motion, Resolved, That no Member of this Con-
vention absent himself without leave.

Upon motion to resume the consideration of the Letter
from the Virginia Delegates, it was agreed to postpone the
same for some time, as the members for 1Vestmoreland are
not yet arrived.

Upon motion, and after debate, Resolved, That a ~om-
mittel' be appointed to make an essay for a Declaration of
Rights for this State.

Resolved, also, That the said Committee consist of eleven
persons, viz: Mr. Biddle, Colonel Bull, the Rev. Mr. Van-
horn Mr. Jacobs, Colonel Ross, Colonel James Smith, Mr.
Hog~, Mr. ~lorgan, Colonel Stroud, Colonel Thomas Smith
and Mr. ~lartin.

Mr. Abraham Van ltlidleswart, Mr. Robert j}lartin, Mr.
John Weitzel, and Mr. John Jacobs, appeared in the House
for the first time,took the oath or affirmation,and made and
signed the profession of faith required.

Adjourned to four o'clock, P. M.

Thursday, July 18, 1776,P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, when a
Letter to this House from the honourable the President of
the Congress was read, desiring them to recommend Fie1d-
Officers for a Battalion to be raised in the Counties of Bed-
ford and Westmoreland, in this State, for the defencl' of its
western fi'Ontier.

After some deliberation thereon, the further consideration
thereof was postponed till to-morrow morning.

It was proposed by the President that the Convention
should now proceed to the choice of Delegates to serve in
the Continental Congiess; whereupon, a debate arising, it
was previously moved, and

Resolved, unanimously, That the said Delegates, to serve
this State in Congress, shall be chosen by ball~t.

Also, Resolved, That the number of the saId Delegates
be nine.

It was then considered, whether this House will proceed
to the election of the said Delegates, or postpone it till to-
morrow afternoon?

And it was thereupon agreed to postpone the same till
to-morrow afternoon.

It was moved and Resolved, That a majority of the Dele-
gates for this State, who arc at any time present in Congress
at the determination of any question, shall be a quorum to
give the vote of this State.

Moved and Resolved, That the Council of Safety u)r this
State shall consist of fifteen members, residing in 01'near the
City of Philadelphia, and of one for each of the Counties;
and that seven be a quorum for the transaction of business.

Moved and Resolved, That the whole Council of Safety
be voted for together by one general ballot.

.

Adjourned to to-morrow morning, ten o'clock.

Friday, July 19, 1776,A. M.

The Convention met according to adjournment.

Colonel James Potter, one of the Members for lVor-
thumbrrland, appeared in the House for tbe first time, took
the oaths, and made and subscribed the profession of faith
required.

The Ordinance brought in yesterday respecting the Arms
of Non-Associators, was read a second time, and then read
by paragraphs. During the debates on wbich, a letter was
handed to the President from the honourable the President
of the Congress, informing that a false report had been
spread through the country, which, it was apprehended, had
retarded the march of the Pennsylvania Associators, and
that therefore it had been resolved by the Congress, that it
should be recommended to this Convention to hasten their
march with all expedition.

Whel'cupon, it was moved and unanimously Resolved,
That Circular Letters be written to the several Committees
of Inspection and Observation of this State, to send orders
immediately to the several Colonels or Commanding Officers
to march their Troops with the utmost expedition to New-
Jersey, agreeable to a former request of Congress.

Also, moved and unanimously Resolved, That Letters. be
forthwith written to the several Colonels and Commandlllg
Officers in the several Counties, and printed copies thereof
also sent to the several Committees, to be by them forwarded
to the Officers:

.

And that the Resolve of Congress of tbis day and the
Letter of the honourable President to this Convention, be also
printed, and the copies thereof sent with the other Letters.

And also, that Colonel j}latlack, Colonel Hill, and Mr.
Cannon be a Committee to write the said Letters, al1d to print
and forward them.

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

. .
Friday, July 19, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to write the Letters to tbe
Committees ofInspection and Commanding Officers, reported
drafts of them, which being read, and some small amendments
made at the table, were approved of, and ordered to be
printed and expedited as quickly as possible.

Mr. William Rankin, one of the Members for York County,
appeared in the House for the first time, took the oaths, and
made and subscribed the profession of faith.

The House resumed the consideration of the Ordinance
respecting the Arms of Non-Associators; and after a consider-
able time employed in debating ihereon and amending the
same, it was ordained in the following words, viz:

Whereas the Non-Associators in this State have either
refused 01'neglected to deliver up their Arms according to
the Resolves of the honourable ContinentalCongress and
the Assembly of Pennsylvania, and effectual measures have
not been taken to carry the said Resolves into execution:

Be it therefore Ordained, by the authority of this Con-
vention, That tbe Colonel or next officer in command of
every Battalion of Militia in this State, is hereby authorized,
empowered and required to coHect, receive, and take all the
Arms in his district or township nearest to. such officer,
which are in the hands of Non-Associators, in the most expe-
ditious and effectual manner in his power, and sball give to
the owners receipts for such .Arms, specifying the amount of
the appraisement; and such as can be repaired shall with
all possible despatch be rendered fit for service, and the value
according to the appraisement of aH such Arms, together
with the repairs and transportation, shan be paid to the
officers by the Treasurer, on the order of the Council of
Safety, for the use of the owners, and defraying the charges.

And be it further Ordained, That the same Arms shall
be appraised by any three reputable freeholders appointed
by tbe Commanding Officer. But if the own0r of any
Arms shaH neglect or refuse to apply for such money within
six months, the same shaH be applied towards the repairs of
the Arms: and the Colonels are herehy authorized to draw
for the necessary sums of money, for the purposes aforesaid,
on the Council of Safety.

And it is further Ordained, That the Colonels aforesaid
shaH arm the Associators with the said Arms, and keep an
account to whom they are delivered, and return the same to
the Councilof Safety; and every AssociatorshaH be an-
swerable for such Arms ot' the value, unless lost or destroyed
by some unavoidable aceident, or in actual service.

And be it further Ordained, That in case any Arms so
collected shaH not be worth repairing, the same shaH be laid
by anti! such time as may be thought proper by the Com-
mittee of tbe County to return them to the owners.

Moved .and Resolved, That the salary of each of the
Delegates to be chosen to serve this State in Congress shall
be twenty shillings per diem.

The election of Delegates is adjourned to eight o'clock
to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning,'eight o'clock.

Saturday, July 20, 1776.
The House met according to adjournment.
When, aecording to the Order of the Day, they immedi-

ately proceeded, by baHot, to the election of Delegates to
serve in tbe Continental Congress, and chose for that service
Doctor Benjamin Franklin, Colonel GtOrge Ross, George
Clymer, Esquire, Robert ltlorris, Esquire, Colonel James
Wilson, John illaTton, Esquire, Doctor Benjamin Rush,.
Colonel James Smith, and George Taylor, Esquire.

'"'



7 PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION, JULY, 1776. 8

Moved and Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to
draw up Instructions for the Delegates in Congress; and
that Colonel Jt[atlack, Colonel Thomas Smith, MI'. Cannon,
l\~r. Rittenhouse, and Colonel Bull, be that Committee.

Moved and Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel
Thomas Smith, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Biddle, and Colonel
Potter, be a Committee to confer with the Virginia Dele-
gates on the subject of a temporary line between the two
States of Virginia and Pennsylvania.

Colonel Ross informed the House, at the request of the
Secret Committee of Congress, that the Congress, for certain
pressing and important reasons, desired that this Convention
would direct that the common Prisoners be removed from
the new Jail to the old Jail in this City, and would give up
the said new Jail to the Congress for the use of the State
Prisoners; for which they would willingly pay any reasonable
rent or compensation.

'Whereupon it was moved, and unanimously Resolved,
That t~. said request of Congress be complied with, and
that the said common Prisoners be forthwith (that is, this
day) removed from the said new Jail, and that the same be
immediately delivered up to Congress for the use aforesaid:
and the Sheriff of the City and County of Philadelphia is
commanded to keep his civil Prisoners safely in the old Jail
until they may be properly discharged: and of this Resolve,
all persons whom it may concern are required to take notice,
and give prompt obedience thereto.

The House then resumed the consideration of the Field-
Officers for the Battalion intended for the defence of the
western frontier, and agreed to recommend A<1neas ltI' Coy,
Esquire, as Colonel, George Wilson, Esquire, as Lieutenant-
Colonel, and Richard Butler, Esquire, as Major.

Adjourned to It[onday morning, eight o'clock.

Monday, July 22, 1776, A. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
The following Members for Westmoreland, viz: James

Barr, Edward Cook, John ltIoor, John Carmichael, John
]t[, Clellan, Christopher Lavinger, and James Smith now
appeared in the House, took the oaths, and made and sub-
scribed the profession of faith, as did also Hugh Alexander,
of Cumberland, at the same time.

Moved and Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of
this State lay their Accounts and Proceedings before this
Convention; and that Mr. Clymer communicate this Reso-
lution to the said Committee.

On 'motion,Ordered, That Mr. John ~foor be added to
the Declaration of Rights Committee, and that the said
Committee have leave of absence.

A Letter from the President of the Congress, requesting
this Convention to increase the quota of this State for the
Flying-Camp with four Battalions of Militia, was presented
and read; but so many of the Members had gone upon the
Committee of the Declaration of Rights, that a quorum was
not then in the House. The consideration of it was there-
fore postponed to the afternoon.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Monday, July 22, 1776,P. M.
The House ~et pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Valentine Eckart appeared in the House for the first
time, and took the oaths, and made and subscribed the pro-
fession of faith.

A Petition from TVilliam Dewees, Esquire, as Hi"h Sheriff
of the City and County of Philadelphia, was read~ prayinO'
,tbat before he obeyed the Resolve of this House of the 20th
instant, respecting the removal of the Prisoners from the new
:to the old Jail, he and his sureties might be indemnified.

lIpon consideration thereof, it was moved and Resolved,
That the said TVilliam Dewees be ordered to pay immediate
obedience to the said Resolve of the 20th instant; and that
if he thinks necessary, he may apply to the CommandinO'
Officer of the City Guard for a Guard to the old Jail, tiU
it be put in a state of security: and the said officer is hereby
required and ordered to grant the same.

lipan motion, Ordered, That Colonel ltlatlack and Mr.
Clymer be a Committee to go immediately and examine the
state of the old Jail.

They went, and returning, report that they had viewed
the same, and find it sufficiently secure to receive and keep
safe the Prisoners. -

The said William Dewees attending, requested as a famur
that he might be indulged till the morning before he removed
the Prisoners. His request was granted, the evening being
too £11'advanced to remove them conveniently.

The House then resumed the consideration of Mr. Presi-
dent Hancock's Letter respecting the increase of tbe. quota
for the Flying-Camp; and after some debate thereon, agreed
to refer it for further consideration tilJ to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, July 23, 1776,A. M.
The House met pursuant to adjournment.
The consideration of Mr. President 1Iancock's Letter

was resumed; and after some debate thereon, it was, upon
motion, 1

Resolved, That Mr. Cannon, Colonel Kirkbride, Major
Lolle/', Mr. It[ackay, Colonel Lowrey, Colonel It['Pherson,
MI'. 1-Iarris, ~fr. Ralston, and Mr. Eckart be a Committee
to fix the proportions of the City and the several Counties
of this State, towards composing the four additional Battal-
ions required by Congress for the Flying-Camp.

Whereas the Associators in this State, on the requisition
of the honourable the Continental Congress, have freely and
bravely gone into the field for the defence of the common
liberties of America, wbile the Non-Associators remain at
home in peace and security, without affording, by personal
service or otherwise, that just and necessary assistance they
owe to the State for their protection: Therefore,

Resolved, That this Convention will take the most
effectual mea'iures to render the burthen and expense of the
inhabitants of this State just and equal.

Ordered, That this Resolve be published in the News-
papers of this City.

On motion, that as the safety and security of the State
should at all times call the attention of its members for its
preservation: Therefore,

Resolved, That ColonelRoss, Colonel James Smith, lVIr.
Biddle, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Clymer, Mr. Rittenhouse, and Co]o-
nel Thomas Smith, be a Committee to bring in an ordinance
declaring what shall be high treason and misprision of treason
against this State, and what punishment shall be inflicted
for those offences.

On motion,Resolved, That the same gentlemen men-
tioned in the preceding Resolve be a Committee to bring in
an ordinance declaring wbat shall be the punishment for the
counterfeiting the paper Bills of Credit issued by the hon-
ourable Continental Congress, or by the late Assembly of
Pennsylvam:a, or by any other of the United States of
America; and which of them, and how far, and in what
cases, they shall be a legal tender.

A Petition from Colonel James Easton, a prisoner now
confined in the Jail of Philadelphia, was read, setting forth
the very great and peculiar hardships of bis case: Where-
upon it was,

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Jacobs, Colonel ~fat-
lack, and Mr. Hubley, be a Committee to inquire into the
truth of the facts set forth in' his Petition.

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. 1\1.

Tuesday, July 23,1776, P. M.
The House met pursuant to arljournment.

Mr. Benjamin Bartholomew and Mr. James Perry
appeared in the House for the first time, and took the oaths,
and made and subscribed the profession of filith.

On motion, Resolved, That eight shilJings shall be the
salary of each :Member of tbe Council of Safety for every
day in which he shall be engaged in the publick service.

The I-louse then proceeded to .the election, by ballot, of
the Council of Safety for this State. The following gentlemen
were cbosen, viz:

David Rittenhouse, Jonathan B. Smith, Owen Biddle,
James Cannon, Timothy ltlatlack, NiUltaniel Falconer,
Samuel ltlorris, juoior, Samuel Howell, Frederick Knhl,
Samuel Morris, senior, Thomas Wharton, junior, Henry
Keppele, juniOl', Joseph Blewer, Samuel ltfij/lin, George
Gray, and John Bull, for Phaade~Jhia County.
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Henry Wynkoop forBucks County; Benjamin Bartholo-
mew for ChesterCounty; John Hubley for Lancaster County;
Michael Swoope for York County; William Lyon for Cum-
berland County; Daniel Hunter for Berks County; Peter
Rhoads for Northampton County; David Espey for Bedford
County; John Weitzel for Northumberland County; and
John ]}'Ioorfor Westmoreland County.

Wbo being declared elected, tbe House adjourned to to-
morrow morning, ten o'clock.

.

Wednesday, July 24,1776, A, M.

The Convention met according to adjournment.
Colonel Henry Slagle appeared in the House for the first

time, and took the oath, and made and subscribed the pro-
fessionof faith.

On motion, Resolved, That the Members of the Council
of Safety, before they enter upon the execution of their
oftIce, shall take and subscribe the following Oath or Affirm-
ation, viz :

"I, . . . . , do declare that I do not hold myself bound
to bear allegiance to George the Third, King of Great
Britain; and that I will steadily and firmly, at all times,
promote the most effectual means, according to the best of
my skill and knowledge, to oppose the tyrannical proceed-
inO"sof the King and Parliament of Great Britain against
th~ American States; and that I will, according to the best
of my judgment, execute with fidelity tbe trust reposed in
me, as a member of the Council of Safety."

And that the Vice President of this Convention admin-
ister the said Oath or Affirmation to such a number of the
said Council of Safety as may be sufficient to make a quo-
rum, and then that the President of the said Board, for the
time being, qualify the rest.

Resolved, upon motion, That it be recommended to the
Council of Safety to provide a sufficientnumber of Pikes for
the use of the Militia of this State.

A Letter from the Chairman of the Committee for Berks
County, was read; and, on motion, it was

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Council of
Safety.

On motion, Resolved, That the same gentlemen who are
on the Declaration of Rights Committee, be appointed to
draw up an Essay for a frame or system of Government for
this State.

The Committee for bringing in Ordinances respecting the
counterfeiting the paper Bills of Credit, and respecting
treason and misprision of treason, reported that they had
made essays for those purposes; which were both read and
ordered for a second reading.

On motion, Resolved, That the two Companies, of fifty
men each, now raising by the Committee of TVestmoreland,
for the defence of the frontier, be considered as Militia in
actual service, from the time of their inlistment to the fifth
day of August next.

And. also, that it be referred to the Council of Safety to
consider whether they will keep the same in pay till the
15th day of September next, provided the officers, or any
of them, should not be sooner appointed in, or any of the
men before that time entcr into the Continental Battalion
now to be raised in Bedford and TflestmorelandCounties.

The Committee for Instructions to the Delegates in Con-
gress, reported a draft for tbat purpose, which was left on
the table for consideration.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

"Wednesday,July 24,1776, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. John Lesher be one of
the Committee fOt' essaying a frame of Government, in the
room of Mr. Jacob J1'lorgan, who is absent with leave.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Cannon, Mr. BeTljamin
Bartholomew, and Mr. Hu.biey, be a Committee to prepm'e
and bring in an Ordinance for delivering fi:om imprisonment
all persons confined in the several Jails in this State, except"
those who are imprisoned for practices against the State, or
for capital offences.

The House took into consideration Colonel Easton's

Petition, and the report of the Committee thereupon, which
Report is as follows, viz:

That your Committee have heard Colonel Easton and his
evidences, after notice being sent to the attorneys for the
plaintiffs to attend, if they should think proper: it appears
tbat Colonel Easton had given to his principal creditors
such security for their debts as at the time was satisfactory
to them; that he has since oftered to surrender into the
hands of his creditors all his effects, upon condition that the
same should be sold to the best advantage, and the surplus-
age, after the payment of his just debts, should be returned
to him; and that his creditors have not paid that attention
to so reasonable an offer that was justly due to it. It there-
fore appears to your Committee that there is no equitable
cause for continuing the said Colonel Easton in confine-
ment. TIMOTHY MATLACK.

JOHN JACOBS,

JOHN HUBLEY.
Philadelphia, July 24, 1776.

"Whereupon, on motion,it was Resolved, That this House
will give relief to Colonel Easton, and that Colonel "Matlack,
Mr. Jacobs, and Mr. Hubley, be a Committee to bring in an
Ordinance for his release from the Jail of Philadelphia, upon
the particular circumstances of his case.

Adjourned to to-morrow morning, ten o'clock.

Thursday, July 25,1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Thomas Porter appeared in the House for the first
time, and took the oath, and made and subscribed the pro-
fession of faith.

It was ~oved and Resolved, That this Convention do
aO"['eeto the following Resolution and Declaration, viz:

oWe, the Representatives of the freemen of the State of
Pennsylmu:a, in General Convention assembled, taking into
our most serious consideration the clear, strong, and cogent
reasons given by the honourable Continental Congress for
the declaring this, as well as the other United States of
America, free and independent, do thereupon resol ve, and
be it hereby resolved and declared, that we, In behalf of
ourselves and our constituents, do unanimously approve of
the said Resolution and Declaration of Congress of the 4th
instant; and we do declare before God and the world, that
we will support and maintain the fi'eedom and independence
of this and the other United States of America at the utmost
risk of our lives and fortunes.

The Committee for essaying a Declaration of Rights,
reported a draft for tbat purpose; which, being read, was
ordered to lie on the table for further consideration.

A Letter was read from Captain Falconer, one of the
new elected Council of Safety, informing the House that he
cannot, consistent with his other publick engagements, pos-
sibly serve in tbat station, and praying that another member
might be elected in his room.

On motion, Ordered, That the Ordinance reported yes-
terday by the Committee for declaring what is Treason, &c.,
be recommitted to the same gentlemen for amendment.

The Committee appointed to fix quotas for the four ad-
ditional Battalions, made a Report; which was read, and
ordered to lie on the table for further consideration.

The Report of the Committee fOl'Instructions to the Dele-
gates in Congress, was read tbe first time, and ordered to
lie on the table for further consideration. "

The Committee appointed to draw an Ordinance respect-
ing tbe release of Colonel Easton, reported a draft for that
purpose; which was read the first time, and ordered for a
second reading to-morrow.

On motion, Ordered, That Colonel Matlack, Mr. Can-
non, Colonel Potter, Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. Whitehill, and
Colonel Galbreath, be added to the Committee for bringing
in an essay for a frame of Government.

Adjourned to to-morrow mornivg, nine o'clock.

Friday, July 26, 1776, A. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
A Letter was read from General Roberdeau, dated July

24, 1776, at Amboy, complaining of the slowness with
which the }Iilitia of this State come in; and desiring that
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some gun-screws be sent for the use of the troops. The-
Convention apprehends that they have done everything at
present in their power to expedite the march of the forces
of this State. With respect to the gun-screws, that matter
is refel'red to the Council of Safety.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Colonel Hil~ Colonel
Lowrey, and Mr. John Hart, be a Committee to examine
the situation of the funds of this State, and make report
of what sums are in the hands of the Treasurer and late
Committee of Safety, and also what debts are yet due and
unpaid by the State.

The Report of the Committee for the Declaration of
Rights, was aO'ain read, and a motion was made and
seconded, that the same be recommitted; but the previous
question being called for, it was thereupon

Resolved, That the question be not now put on the said
motion.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Friday, July 26,1776, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
The Ordinance for the release of Colonel James Easton

was read, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.
Upon motion, Resolved, That the Minutes of this Conven-

tion be published weekly in English and German, and that
this House will appoint a Committee to superintend the
publication.

The House resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Declaration of Rights; and after some considerable time
spent therein, it was,

Upon motion, Resolved, That the said Report be recom-
mitted to the same Committee who were originally ap-
pointed thereon.

The Committee appointed to bring in an Ordinance for
delivering the Jails of this State, now presented an essay for
that purpose; which, being read, was ordered to lie on the
table for a second reading.

The draft of Instructions for the Delegates in Congress'
was read, and unanimously approved, and is as follows, viz:

"In Convention,Philadelphia, July, 1776.
"GENTLEMEN: This Convention, confiding in your wisdom

and virtue, has, by the authority of the people, chosen and
appointed you to represent the free State of Pennsylvania
in the Congress of the United States of America, and autho-
rized you, or a majority of such of you as shall at any time
be present, to vote for and in the name of this State, in an
and every question there to be decided; and this Conven-
tion apprehend it to be a duty which they owe the publick
to give you the foIfowing general directions for your con-
duct, confident that you will at all times pay the utmost
a.ttention to the lnstructions of vour constituents.

"The immense and irreparable injury which a free country
may sustain by, and the very great inconveniences which
always arise from a delay of its councils, induce us, ill the
first place, striqtly to enjoin and require you to give not only
a constant, but a punctual attendance in Congress.

"
The present necessity of a vigorous exertion of the united

force of the free States of America, against our British
enemies, is the most important object of your immediate
regard, and points out tbe necessity of cultivating and
strengtherung, by every means in your power, the present
happy union of these States, until such a just, equal and
perpetual Confederation can be agreed upon and finally
effected as will be the most likely to secure to each other
the perfect direction of its own internal police. In the
forming of which Confederation, you are to give your utmost
assistance.

" 'Ve recommend to you to use your utmost power and
influence in Congress, to have a due attention paid to the
establishing and maintaining a respectable naval force; as
such a force is absolutely necessary to every tr~ding nation,
and is the least expensive or dangerous to the liberties of
mankind.

"With respect to the forming of treaties with foreign
Powers, it is necessary only to say, that we strictly charge
and enjoin YOll,not to agl'ee to, or enter into any trcaty of
commerce 01' alliance with Great Britain, or any other for-
eign Power, but (on the part of America) as free and inde-
pendent States.

"And that whenever Great Britain shan acknowledge
these States free and independent, you are hereby autho-
rized, in conjunction wiih the Delegates of the other United
States, to treat with bel' concerning peace, amity, and com-
merce, on just and equ.al terms."

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, July 27, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion, Ordered,That Mr. Edward Cook be added

to the Committee appointed to confer with the Virginia
Delegates.

Two several Petitions, the one /i'om John rVilliams, the
other from James Forbes and William Patton, prisoners in
the Jail of Lancaster County, praying relief, were read; and
the Convention, being of opinion that their cases will be pro-
vided for in the ordinance brought in for the relief of Prison-
ers in ge(1eral,they were

Ordered to lie on the table.
A Letter from the Committee of Lancaster County heing

read, was ordered to be referred to the Council of Safety.
O~ motion, Ordered, That Colonel Hill and Mr. Hubley

be a Committee to revise the Minutes of this House, and
superintend the printing them in English and German.

The House resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Committee for the quotas for the additional Battalions;
and, after some debate thereon, agreed to postpone the Same
till another day.

The Ordinance for the release of Colonel James Easton
being engrossed, was read a third time, and ordain!)d in the
following words, viz :

" An Ordinance for the release of Colonel JAMESEASTON.
"Whereas it appears to the Convention, upon the report

of their Committee upon the case of Colonel James Easton,
a prisoner confined in the Jail of the City and County of
Philadelphia, on actions for debt, that there is no equitable
cause for continuing the said Colonel Easton in confinement:
Therefore,

" Be it ordained, and it is hereby ordained by the Conven-
tion of the State of PENNSYLVANIA,That T'VtlliamDewees,
heretofore aEPointed High Sheriff of the said City and
County of Philadelphia, (under the late Constitution of
Pennsylvania,) do forthwith discharge the said Colonel
James Easton out of custody."

The Committee appointed to bring in an essay of the
Declaration of Rights, and to whom tbe same was recom-
mitted, reported a new draft thereof, which, being in part
read by paragraphs, and debated upon for some time, was
postponed for further consideration. .

Adjourned to nine o'clock ~Ionday morning.

Monday, July 29, 1776, A. M.

The Comrention met pursuant to adjournment. .

The House resumed the consideration of the draft of
the Declaration of Rights, and wcnt through the same by
paragraphs: 'Whereupon it was

Ordered, That Colonel Hill and Mr. Hubley procure to
be printed ninety-six copies of the said dmft, for the further
consideration of tire Members of this House.

Adjourned to three o'clock to-morrow afternoon.

. Tuesl;lay,July 30, 1776,P. M.
Tbe Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

A pplication being made to this House, by the Council of
Safety, that this Convention would determine the matter
respecting the command of the Fleet of this State: It was,
after debate,

Ordered, That the consideration of the said application
be postponed.

On motion, Resolved, That on Saturday next the Mem-
bers of this.Convention win visit the Fortifications, the Ships,
Floating Battery, Galleys, &c., at Fort-Island.

A Memorial from the Committee of Inspection, and a
Petition from many of tbe inhabitants of the County of
Northumberland, were read, praying the assistance of this
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Corivention to provide against the expected hostilities of the
Indians.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

imprisoned or detained in any Jail within this State by
reasOn of any process, writ, or commitment for debt, or any
criminal offence whatsoever, (except for capital offences,
or practices against the present virtuous measures of the
American States, or prisoners of war,) be forthwith released
and discharged.

.
Wednesday: July 31,1776, A, M, "Provided always. That all and every person and persons

Tbe Convention met pursuant to adjournment. who shall take or claim the benefit of this ordinance shall,
The consideration of the draft of an Ordinance brought before his, her, or their discharge, exhibit a petition in the

in for relief of the Prisoners confined in the se\'eral Jails of respective Counties where such person or persons are con-
this State was resumed; and the same being read by para- fined, to the persons hereinafter named, setting forth the
graphs, debated upon, an~ am~nded, was ordered to be reason.s, of ,such their imprisonme?t; and i( he; she, o~ they
transcribed for a third readmIT. so petltlOnmg shall be charged In executIon, such pmoner

On motion, Resolved, TI~at the Council ,of Safet~ be or prisoner:. shaH, w~h I~is, her" or their petition, annex the
empowered and directed to transact the busmess specmJly name of hI::>,her, or. thel,r creditors, and the. debts due, ~s
referred to the Committee of this House, appointed on the near as can be, and certify an ac?ount of IllS,,~er, or th~lr
) 8th day of July instant, to confer with a Committee of the whole real a?d pers?nal estate, with the secuntles wherem

honourable Congress. any part of It consl?ts, and the deeds, books of acc~u.nts,

' d
.

f h d fi f 0 d' b ht notes or bonds relatmg thereunto; and upon such petitions
. The CO?SI.eratlon 0 t e r~

~
0 an I' mance roug and certificates delivered, the persons hereinafter named in

m for 'punishIng the Counterfeltmg the ~aper Currency of tbe res pective Counties or any
' two of them may

'
and tbey

Ame nca was resumed, and the same bem g read by Para- h b
.

d ' d h . ' b' b h. , , are ere y reqUire to or er suc PrIsoners to e rouO" tgraphs debated Upon and amended was ordered to be h d '

,

d h
.

"~ ',',' before t em, and a mmlster or ten er to sue pflsoners the
transc~,bed for a thIrd r~adIng., oath or affirmation heretofore required and taken in cases of

Adjourned to three 0 dock m the afternoon. insolvent debtors, by act of Assembly of Pennsylvania
. made in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred

Wednesday, July 31, 1776,P. M. and twenty-nine; and upon having taken such oath or

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. affirmation, such prisoner or prisoners shall make an assign-
The Petition of Tf'illiam Nichols v;as read, and ordered ment of such his, her, or their estate, in the same manner as

to be referred to the Overseers of the Poor, to take care of req uired by the said act of Assembly, and to and for the

the Petitioner. purposes therein mentioned, and subject to the pains and

Th P
.. f 1IK h Ki d IT!::ll C ld n Penalties declared in the said act; and thereu pon he, she, ore etltlons 0 l',Wtt ew nox an r'rl l~am a we they shall be discharged out from custody: From and after

were read; and the House apprehending that the cases of which discharge he, she, or they shall not at any time here-
the petitioners will be provided 101'in the General Ordinance after be imprisoned for the same debt or debts for which he,
for the relief of Prisoners, they were she, or they have made such assignment. And in' case rt

Ordered to lie on the table. shall appear that the person or persons confined, is or are in
The House resumed the consideration of the Petition and custody upon mesne process only, the persons hereinafter

Memorial from ,lVorthumberland, and it was named, or any two of them, in the respective Counties, shall
Moved and Ordered, That Colonel Kirkbride, Colonel and are hereby required, by order in writing under tbeir

Lowrey, Mr. Arndt, Colonel Potter, and Major Jame.~ hands, to discharge such prisoner or prisoners from his, her,
Smith, of TVestmoreland, be a Committee to inquire into the or their confinement: Provided nevertheless, That sllch suit
facts set forth in the Memorial and Petition from Northum- or action shall not cease' until finally determined by due
berland, and report thereon to this House. course of law.

'

The Ordinance respecting Treason was read by para- "And be it further ordained, That George Bryan, James
graphs, and after some time spent thereon, the furtber con- YOWl$',Jacob Schrymr, John Bull, Henry Hill, and Peter
sideration of it was postponed. Knight, of tbe City and County of Philadelphia, or any

Adjourned to to-morrow morning nine o'clock. two of them, be, and are bereby nominated, empowered, and
required to hear and discbarge the prisoners in the Jail of
the City and County of Philadelphia; and John Tf'ilkin-
son, Henry Wynkoop, and James Wallace, of the County of
Bucks, or any two of them, be, and are hereby nominated,
empowered, and required to hear and discharge.the prisoners
in the Jail of the County of Bucks; and David Cowpland,
John Crosby, and John Sellers, of the County of Chester, or
any two of them, be, and are hereby nominated, empowered,
and required to hear and discbarge the prisoners in the Jail of
the County of Chester; and William Henry, William Bows-
man, and John Hopson, of the County of Lancaster, or any
two of them, be, and are hereby nominated, empowered, and
required to bear and discharge the prisoners in the Jail of
the County of Lancaster; and Samuel Johnston, ltlartin
Eychelberger, and TflilliamLeas, of the County of York, or
any two of them, be, and :ire hereby nominated, empowered,
and required to hear and discharge tbe prisoners in the Jail
of the County of York; and Robert Jtliller, John Homes,
and Stephen Duncan, or any two of them, be, and are hereby'
nominated, empowered, and required to hear and discharge
the prisoners in the Jail of the County of Cumbcrland;
and James Read, TVilliam Raser, and Daniel Hiester, of
the County of Berks, or any two of them, be, and are hereby
110minated,empowered, and required to hear and discharO"e
the prisoners in the Jail of the County of Berks; a~d
Robert Trail, Abraham Birlain, and Henry Barnet, of the
County of lVortltampton, or any two of them, be, and al'e
hereby nominated, empowered, and required to hear and dis-
charge the prisoners in the Jail of the County of North-
ampton; and TVilliam Todd, Charles Cissna, and Robert
Elliot, of the County of Bedford, or any two of them, be,
and are hereby nominated, empowered, and required to hear
and discharge the prisoners in the Jail of the County of

Thursday, August 1,1776, A, M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The engrossed copies of the drafts of the' two proposed
Ordinances, the one intituled "An Ordinance for tbe relief
of the Prisoners in the several Jai]>; in the State of Pennsyl-
vania;" the other intituled "An Ordinance to prevent the
Counterfeiting the Paper Money issued by the honourable
the Continental Congress, or by this or any other of the
United American States;" were read and compared at the
table, and passed into Ordinances, and ordered to be signed
by the Vice President.

These Ordinances are in the fonowing words, viz:

"An Ordinance for the relief of the Prisoners in the several
Jails in the State of PENNSYLVANIA.

"Whereas at this time the Courts of Justice within this
State' are surceased, and all process and proceedings, Ly
which suits can be legally commenced, proceeded in, or
determined, are by the authority of the people justly and
totally suppressed: And whereas the detaining in custody
debtors under execution, who are willing to deliver up their
estates for the use of their creditors, or debtors confined
under mesne process, who have no legal mode of entering
bail in order to free their persons (i'om imprisonment, is not
only oppressive, but can be of no real benefit or advantage
to the creditors: And wbereas a total change of government
bv tbe assistance oLDivine Providence has been effected
\~ithin the United States, and acts of grace to criminals
sometimes are granted on events of such importance:

"Be it ordained and declared by the Representatives
of the Freemen of the State of Pennsylvania, in General
Olnvention mct, That all and e~ery person and persons
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Bedford; and Samuel Hunter, Laughlin It-I'Cartney, and
John Boyd, of the County of Northumberland, or any two
of them, be, and are hereby nominated, empowered, and
required to hear and discharge the prisoners in the Jail of
the County of Northumberland; and Edward Cook, Rob-
ert Hanna, and David Semple, of the County of fVestmore-
land, or any'two of them, be, and are hereby nominated,
empowered, and required to hear and discharge the prisoners
in the Jail of the County of Westmoreland: And that all
Sheriffs and Jailers heretofore elected and appointed, and
all other persons within this State, give due obedience to
the said persons, or any two of them, within their several
Counties, who have been hereby authorized and appointed
to hear and discharge the prisoners aforesaid.

"And be it further ordained, That- the several SherifiS
and Jailers, of the several and respective Counties, hereto-
fore elected and appointed, shall, and they are hereby au-
thorized, directed, and commanded, to keep in safe custody
all such persons that now are, or shall hereafter ,be, commit-
ted to them for capital offences, practices against the present
virtuous measures of the American States, and prisoners of
war, until they shall be discharged by due course of law, .
or by the authority of the honourable the Congress of the
United States.

"By order of the Convention:
"GEORGERoss, Vice President.

"Passed 1st day of August, 1776.
"Attest: JOHNMORRIS,Jun., Secretary."

"An Ordl~nanceto prevent the Counterfeiting the Paper
Money issued by the Honourable the, Continental Con-
gress, or by any other of the ETNITED AMERICAN STATES.

" Whereas great mischiefs may arise to the United States
of America, and the property of the good people, inhabitants
thereof, rendered precarious and insecure, by wicked and
designing persons counterfeiting the paper Bills of Credit,
issued by the honourable the Continental Congress, or by any
of the United States of America: For remedy whereof,

"
Be it ordained and declared, and it is hereby ordained

and declared by the Representatives of the Freemen of the
State of PENNSYLVANIA,in General Convention met, That if
any person or persons shall presume to counterfeit any of the
Bills of Credit issued, or hereaftef to be issued by the honour-
able the Continental Congress, or by and under any laws or
resol ves of the Assem bly. of P enn~ylvania, or by the Legis-
latures, or Assemblies, or Conventions, of this or any other
of the United States, by printing or procuring the same to
be printed, in the likeness of the said genuine BilJs of Credit;
and also, if any person or persons shall forge the name or
names of the signers of the true BilJs of Credit to such coun-
terfeit bil1s, whether the counterfeiting of the bins or names
be done within this State or elsewhere, or shall utter such
bills knowing them to be so counterfeited as aforesaid, and
being thereof legally convicted by confession, standing mute,
or by verdict. of twel ve men in any Court of Oyer and Ter-
miner hereafter to be erected within this State, he, she, or
they shall suffer death, and the discoverer or informer shall
ha ve, as an encouragement for his or her discovery, the sum
of £50, to be levied out of the goods and chattels, lands
and tenements of the person convicted; and if no such goods
or chattels, lands or tenements can be found, a reward of
£20 shall be paid out of the publick Treasury: And if any
person or persons shall counterfeit any of the said Bills of
Credit, by altering the denomination of the said Bi1ls, with
design to increase the value of such Bills, or shall utter such
Bills knowing them to be so counterfeited or altered as afore-
said, and shalJ be thereof legally convicted in any court of
record hereafter to be established in this State, such person
or persons shall be sentenced JO the pil1ory, and ha ve both
his or her ears cut off and nailed to the pi1l0ry, and be pub-
lickly whipped on his or her bare back with thirty-one lashes
well laid on.

.

" And moreover, every such offender shall forfeit the sum
of £ 100, to be levied on his lands and tenements, goods
and chattels, the one-half to the use of the State and the
other half to the discoverer; and the offender sha]] pay the
party double the value of the damages thereby sustained,
together with the costs and charges of the prosecution; and
in case the offender hath not sufficient to satisfy the dis-
coverer for his or her damages and charges, and pay the
forfeiture aforesaid, in such case the offender shall, by order

of the Court wbere be or she shall be convicted, be sold, for
any term not exceeding seven years, for satisfaction; and
in such case, the Treasurer of this State shall reward the
discoverer of such insolvent offender to the value of £5, out
of the publick moneys in his hands; and every such coun-
terft!it bill shall be delivered to the said Treasurer, to be
burnt and destroyed.

"And be it further ordained and declared, That the
paper Bills of Credit issued by the honourable the Conti-
nental Congress, or under the late laws, or by the resolves
of the late Assembly of Pennsylvania, shall be legal tender
in all cases whatsoever within this State.

" By order of Convention.

" GEORGE Ross, Vice President.
"Passed the 1st day of August, 1776.

" Attest: JOHNMORRIS,Jun., Secretary."
On motion, Resolved, That this Convention will, to-mor-

row morning, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole
House, in order to take into consideration some important
matters relative to the proposed new frame of Government.

Also, Ordered, That every Member of this Convention be
punctual in his attendance at the House to-morrow morning.

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition and
Memorial fi'omNorthumberland County, reported that the
facts therein set forth are well supported by evidence, and
therefore recommend the immediate consideration thereof
to this Convention.

And the House having deliberated thereon, it was
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that

the inhabitants of the said County, and County of North-
ampton, are greatly exposed to -Indian incursions, without
being able to make a proper defence, on account of the
scattered situation of the inhabitants, they being settled in
such manner as to be unablp,to afford each other necessary
assi.stance.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention that
it will be proper to raise and keep up a body of Troops for
the defence of the frontiers, not only of the County of North-
umberland, but also of the County of Northampton, the latter
County being equa]]y exposed to Indian incursions.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that
the defenceless situation of those parts of our frontiers bo
made known to the Congress, hy the Delegates of this State,
and that they further inform them that the Batt"lion ordered
to be raised for the defence of the western frontiers, can
afford no assistance to those two Counties, and that tho
quota of the Militia of Northampton, first required for the
Flying-Camp, is already marched, and the residue of the
Militia is about to march, agreeable to the late request of
Congress, by which means they will be without the least
defence, and request Congress to take these matters into
their consideration.

The draft of an Ordinance for punishing High Treason
was read a second time by paragraphs.

Ordered to be transcribed for a third reading.

Adjourned to three o'e-Iock in the afternoon.

Thursday, August 1,1776, P. M.

The HOllse met pursuant to adjournment.
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, Augu~t 2, 1776,A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

A Memorial from the inhabitants of Turkey Foot Town-
ship, in Bedford County, setting forth their opinion respecting
the intends:d new frame of Government, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.

The Order of the Day was then read; and the Conven-
tion, in consequence thereof, resoh'ed itself into a Committee
of the Whole House.

Colonel Joseph Kirkbride was called to and assumed the
Chair.

After a very considerable time spent in deliberation, the
President resumed the chair, and thep Colonel Kirkbride,
the Chairman of the Committee, repohed that it was the
opinion of the said Committee that the future Legislature of
this State shall consist of one branch only, under proper
restrictions.

Whereupon, it was moved and Resolved, That the future
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Legislature of this State shall consist of one branch only,
under proper restrictions.

Adjourned to Monday morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, August 5, 1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion, Resolved, That when any Member shall be
absent above half an hour after the time of adjournment, or
shall leave the House without permission first obtained, he
shall be fined seven shillings and six pence, if there shall
be a quorum then met; and if there sha1l not, within another
half hour, appear a quorum, then each absent Member shall
be fined ten shillings, as soon as a quorum appears. The
said fines to be given to the Hospital.

And also, that Mr. James ltI' Clain collect the said fines.

The Report of the Committee for inquiring into the state
of the publick funds, was read.

Ordered to lie on the table for the consideration of the
Members.

The House resumed the consideratiofl of the application
made to tbis Convention by the Council of Safety, to deter-
mine the matter respecting the command of the Fleet of this
State:

Whereupon, it was moved and seconded, that the said
determination be referred wholly to the said Council of
Safety; and that the officers and others in the naval and
land service of this State, ought not, in all cases, to rise in
command according to seniority, although proper regard
should be had to that circumstance in promotions where
there are equal merit and equal military abilities. And that
the Council of Safety of this State shall have fuJl authority
to use their best discretion so as most effectually to promote
the service. And a1l officers and otbers are hereby required
and strictly enjoined to give and pay full and implicit obe-
dience to their regulations and orders.

But the previous question being called for and seconded,
it was thereupon

.

Resolved, That the question be not now put on tbe said
motion. '

Jacob Garrigues, the Assistant Clerk, now appearing,
took tbe affirmation required by a former Minute.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel
Antis, Mr. Samuel Smith, Mr. John Hart, Major Marsteller,
Mr. Edgan, Mr. Duffidd, Mr. Shoemaker, Mr. Gray, Mr.
Wilkins, Mr. Kelley, and Major James Smith, be a Com-
mittee to bring in an Ordinancefor regulatingthe Militiaof
this State, so as to render the burthens and expenses of the
Associators and Non-Associators as nearly equal as possi-
ble.

On motion, Ordered, That Colonel Jacob ltlorgan be
reappointed one of the Committee for bringing in an essay
for a frame of Goveroment, in the room of Mr. Lesher, who
is absent.

'

Moved and Resolved, That Mr. Biddle, Colonel Hill,
and Mr. Hubley be a Committee to bring in an Ordinance
to regulate the sale of Tea and Salt in this State.

Moved and Resolved, That :Mr. Biddle, Colonel Hill,
and Mr. Hubley, be a Committee to bring in an Ordinance
respecting the Salt imported by Joshua Fisher and Sons.

Adjourned to three o'clock to-morrow afternoon.

Tuesday, August 6, 1776, P. M.

The Convention met according to adjournment.

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Potter, Colonel Gal-
breath and :Nh. Hubley be a Committee to consider the grant-
ing of Commissions for the Officers of the Flying-Camp.

A Petition from Thomas lYigton, now a prisoner in the
Jail of Northampton County, was read, complaining of his
arbitrary imprisonment by Mr. Gordon and :Mr. Berlin;
and thereupon it was

Resolved, That Colonel Lowrey, Mr. Arndt, and Mr.
Rabson be a Committee to inquire into the truths of the
facts therein set forth.

ltloved, That a Committee be appointed to bring in an
Ordinance for regulating the Militia of this State; but the
previous question being caned for, it was thereupon -

Resolved, That the question on that motion be not now
put.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

Application being made to this House by the Deputy
Quartermaster General in this City, for directions with re-
spect to quartering the Troops marching through the same,
the consideration thereof is referred to the Council of Safety.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Schlosser be added to
the Committee appointed for regulating the Militia, &c.

Adjourned to three o'clock to-morrow afternoon.

Wednesday, August 7,1776, P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. William Cook appearing in the House for the first
time, took the oath, and made and subscribed the profession
of faith.

Leave of absence for three days (on specialoccasions)
was given to Major JJfarsteller.

A Letter Ii'omColonel Bird, of the Berks County Militia,
respectinga dispute between him and some of the other
officers of that County, was read; and thereupon it was

Resolved, That the Colonels Bird and Old be ordered
to march with the Companies under their respective com-
mand to New Jersey, and continue to commalld them until
tbe relurn of the Militia,subject to such regulationsas this
Convention or the Council of Safety may hereafter establish
in that particular affair, on hearing the parties.

A Letter from the Field-Officers of the Third Battalion
of Nortlwmpton County, respecting the want of Arms and.
Ammunition for that corps, and the danger of Indian incur-
sions on that frontier County, was read, and ordered that
the same be referred to the Council of Safety.

The Committee appointed to examine the facts set forth
in the Petition of Thomas Wigton, report, that the said
lVigton was released before the appointment of the Com-
mittee, and that nothing further is necessary to be done
thereon.

On motion, Resol~ed, That ColonelHill, Mr. Whitehill,
Mr. Gray, Colonel Thomas Smith, and Colonel Potter, be
a Committee to consider of the most effectual and expedi-
tious measures for raising the quota of this State for the
Flying-Camp; and.that it be an instruction to the saidCom-
mittee to inquire of the Delegates to Congress Ii'om JJlary-
land and the Delaware Counties, what measures have been
taken by those States for the raising their proportions.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, August 8,1776, A. M.

The Conventiqn met pursuant to adjournment.

A Member observing that this was a day appropriated by
a very respectable religious society for Humiliation and
Prayer: It was thereupon

Resolved, That this Convention do adjourn to nine
o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, August 9, 1776,A. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
,The Committee appointed to consider of the most effectual

means to raise the quota forthe Flying-Camp,&c., reported
a draft of an Ordinance for that purpose; which was read,
and order.ed to lie on the table for a second reading to-mor-
row.

A Letter from Colonel John Dickinson, dated Elizabeth-
town, August 6, 1776, to this Convention, relating to the
uneasiness of the First Battalion of the Pennsylvania Militia,
was read.

A Report from the Committee appointed to considerof
the granting Commissions to the Officers of the Flying-
Camp, was read, recommending that blank Commissions
should be signed by the President of this Convention and
sent to General Roberdeau. After some debating thereon,
the consideration thereof was ordered to be postponed.

A second Petition of Thomas Wigton, complaining of his
imprisonment in Easton Jail, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion, Ordered, That two thousand copies of the

particulars of the Rations allowed for the Flying-Camp, be
printed and dispersed among the men.

Upon a motion to resume the consideration of the draft

2
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of the Declaration of Rights, it was agreed that the same
be postponed to Tuesday next.

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel IIill, Colonel Kirk-
bride, Mr. Cunningham, Colonel James Smith, Mr. IIoge,
and Colond Pott~r, be a Committee to bring in a draft
of an Ordinance, appointing certain perSO[lS therein to be
named, in the City and several Counties of this State, to
preserve the publick peace, und:r the n~me of Cons.ervators
of the Peace' and that it be an mstructlon to the said Com-, .
mittee to insert therein the names of the CouncIl of Safety
as conservators of the peace throughout the whole State:
and also the names of such persons for the City and the several
Couoties respeetively, as shall be respectively nominated by
the Members of this House, for the City and several Counties;
and that the said Committee shall frame a test to be taken by
each of the said conservators, before he acts in the said office.

The Petition of David Gready was read, and
Ordered to lie On the table.

Whereas the time for which the Committee of Inspection
Md Observation for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia,
as well as the times for which the Committees of several of
the Counties of this State were elected into that office, are
near expiring; and whereas the Associators of the said City
and Counties, who compose a great majority of the elect-
ors, are, or may be at such expiration, absent in the service
of their country, and it would be highly inexpedient that
the said City or Counties should eithe.r be without SUC?,
Committees, or that they shQuld be partIally elected:

Resolved, therefore, That the present Committees of the
said City and Counties, respectively, shall continue to exe-
cute the duty of their said offices, until the Mi]itia of such
City and Counties respectively shall return, and other Com-
mittees be regularly chosen: excepting from this resolve the
Committees of the Counties of Cumberland,Bedford,North-
umberland, and Westmoreland. .

On motion, Res()lved, That no Ta~rn-keepers or oth.ers
take out any licences from the officers of the late Govern-
ment of this State.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.
t

Saturday, August 10, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

According to the Order of the Day, the draft of the
Ordinance respecting the Flying-Camp was read by para-
graphs, and after long debates. thereon, the House came to
the following Resolutions:

.
1st. Resolved, That the Commanding Officers of the

~everal Battalions in the respective Counties of this State,
immediately march into Jersey, with their whole Battalions.

2d. Resolved, That the Associatorsof the Countiesof
Bedford, Northumberland, Northampton, and Westmore-
land, and the Guards of the City of Philadelphia, retained
by the Council of Safety, and two Companies of Colonel
Ross's Battalion, and two Companies of Colonel Slough's
Battalion, of .about fifty men each, left to guard the prison-
ers, and about sixty carpenters and workmen, retained by
the Committee of Lancastf,f, be excepted out of the fore-
going resolve.

3d. Resolved, That a Bounty of three pounds be paid to
every Associator who has entered Qr will enter into the ser-
vice in the Flying-Camp, to continue until the first day of
January next, if not sooner discharged, excepting such as
have already received a Bounty.

4th. Resolved,That such Battalionsas haveor shall fur-
nish their quotas for the Flying-Camp, and have been in
actual service six weeks, shall be permittedto return horne,
if the Generals and Field-Officers shall judge it consistent
with the publick safety; and when the whole cannot be
permitted to return, furloughs are to be granted in casesof
particular necessity.

5th. Resolved, That three Commissioners be appointed to
go to Head-Quarters in Jersey, to form the Flying-Camp.

6th. Resolved, That the Commissioners, with the Field-
Officers of the Counties respectively, shall nominate the
Officers for the Flying-Camp, where they are not already
nominated.

7th. Resolved, That Money be put into the hands of the
'Commissioners for the purpose of paying the Bounty.

On motion, Ordered, That Colonel Hill be one of the

Committee for considering of the quotas for the
Battalions for the Flying-Camp, iu the room
LoIter .

Ordered, That the Secretary transmit the Resolves to
General Roberdeau.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on JI;[ondaymorning.

additional
of Major

Monday, August ]2, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to aqjournment.

A Letter from Colonel Dickinson, informing of the de-
sertion of two soldiers of his Battalion, was read, and ordered
to be referred to the Council ~f Safety.

Letters from General Mercer and Colonel Dickinson,
relative to the desertions of the Militia, were, by order of
Congress, laid before this House.

Mr. Vice President, Colonel JI;[atlack, and Colonel Sla-
gle, were chosen, by ballot, Commissioners to go to Head-
Quarters in Jersey, to form the Flying-Camp.

A Petition from Major Loxley was read, praying this
House would be pleased to appoint a Committee for him to
coosuit with on the business committed to his charge: upon
considerationthe samewas referred to the Council of Safety.

The House resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Committee appointed to fix the quotas of the four addi-
tional Battalions for the Flying-Camp; and, upon motion,
it was

Resolved, That the House do approve of the same.
The said Report is as follows, viz:
The City of Philadelphia,. . . 628 men.
The County of Philadelphia, 160"

"
~; Bucks, . 100 "

" "Chester, 160 H
" "Lancaster, . . 323 ."
" "Berks,. 240 "
" "York, ... 515 "
" "Northampton,.. 278 "
" "Cumberland,.. 580 "-2,984.

Moved and Resolved, That the Secretary furnish the

Members of this House for the several Counties in this State
~ith copies of the Resolves of last Saturday, in order that
they may be transmitted to the several Committees, and by
them to the Commanding Officers of the several Battalions.

Adjourned to four o'clock, P. M.

Monday, August 12, 1776,P. M.
The Hous!) met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion, Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the

Council of Safety of this State, for £10,000, in favour of
the Commissioners appointed to go to Head-Quarters in
Jersey, to form the Flying-Camp; which money is to be
applied by them to that service.

On motion, Resolved, That no Associator of, or belonging
to this State, inlist any men to serve in the Flying-Camp,
for any other County or City than that to which he belongs,
until the quotas of such County or City is completed.

The Petitions of the Captains of the Galleys of this State
being read, it was thereupon

Resolved, That Mr. Schlosser, Colonel IIill, Mr. Samuel
Smith, Mr. John Mackey, Colonel Lowrey, Mr. Edgar,
Mr. M' Clain, Colonel JI;[organ, Colonel Stroud, Mr. Thomas
Coulter, Colonel William Cook, and Mr. Edward Cook,
be a Committee to hear the Petitioners on the subject-mat-
ter of their Petitions; and the' said Committee are desired
to take the earliest opportunity of attending to d,s business.

Two Ordinances respecting the sale of Salt and Tea,
were read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table for
a second reading.

Arljourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tu~sday, August 13, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House resumed the consideration of the Report made
by the gentlemen appointed to consider the granting of
Commissions forthe Officersof the Flying-Camp; and after
some amendments made therein at the table, it was agreed
to, in the following terms, viz:

"That Commissions for the Officers of this State for the
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FJying-Camp should be granted by this Convention; and
that a number of blank Commissions, signed by the Presi-
dent of the Convention, be immediately prepared and
delivered to the Commissioners appointed to form the Fly-
ing-Camp, to be by them and the Field-Officers of the
respective Battalions, filled up and delivered to the respec-
tive Officers, having due regard to the time of the appoint-
ment of such Officel'S."

The Order of the Day was then read; and, thereupon,
the draft of the Declaration of Rights being read, the House
resolved itselflnto a Committee of the Whole.

Colonel Kirkbride was called to, and assumed the chair.
After some considerable time spent in debating thereon,
the President resumed the chair; when Colonel Kirkbride
reported from the Committee, that they had made some
progress in the b?sines~ referred to them, and desired leave
of the House to SItagam.

Adjourned to four o'clock, P. M.

Tuesday, August 13, 1776,P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The President presented to the Convention a Petition
from some of the inhabitants of Berks County to Congress,
praying an exemption of W ravel's and Blacksmiths from
personal service, which was referred to this House by Con-
gress. The same being read, was

Ordered to lie on the table.

The Convention then resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole House. Colonel Kirkbride was called to and
assumed the chair; and, after some considerable time spent
in debating and considering the draft of the Declaration of

. Rig)1ts, the President resumed the chair; when Colonel
Kirkbride reported from the Committee that they ~ad made
considerable progress in the business committed' to them,
and desired leave of the House to sit again on Thursday
next.

Adjourned to Thursday, the 15th instant, at nine o'clock
in the morning.

Thursday, August ]5, 1776,A.'M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to bring in an Ordinance for
renderincr the burthens of Associators and Non-Associators
as equal ~s possiLle, reported a draft for that purpose; which

, being read the first time, was ordered to lie on the table for
a second reading.

The Committee appointed to hear the Petitions of the
Captains of the Galleys, made a report in writing; which,
being read, was

Ordered to lie on the table.
A Member presented to the House the draft of an Ordi-

nance for regulating the Militia of the frontier Counties, in
case of Indian incursions; which, being read, was

Ordered to lie on the table.
The House then, agreeable to the Order of the Day,

resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, in order to
resume the consideration of the draft of the Declaration of
RiO'hts. Arter some time spent in considering and delibe-
ratin<Tthereon, the President resumed the chair, and Colonel
Kirk'Obridereported from the Committee that they had made
some further progress in the business committed to them,
but bad not completed the same, and desired leave of the
HOllse to sit again in the afternoon.

Adjourned to three o'clock P. M.

Thursday, August ]5, 1776,P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

A Petition was read from Andrew Hagenbuck and Wil-
liam Stumpff, in behalf of themselves and others, inhabitants
of the Township of Albany, in the County of Berks, praying
tbat the said inhabitants, being in a li'ontier County, and ap-
prehensive of an Indian ':Val',may be excused from marching
into Jersey.

Ordered to lie on the table.
According to the Order of the Day, the Convention re-

soh-ed itse]f into a Committe!:) of tbe W hole House. Colonel
Kirkbride was called to and assumed the chair. After

,
"""

some further deliberation on the Declaration of Rights, the
President resumed the chair, and Colonel Kirkbride, fi'om
the Committee, reported that they had agreed to the Report,
which he then delivered in to the House; and, being read,
the further consideration thereof was postponed.

A Petition from a Dumber of the inhabitants of Chester'
County, praying that Colonel Lloyd's Battalion may remain
at borne, which Petition had been presented to the Council
of Safety, and is by them referred to this House, was read,
and

Ordered to lie on 'the table.
Upon motion, Resolved, That Colonel Potter be Vice

President pro tempore of this Convention.
Colonel Kirkbride moved that he might have leave to

join his Battalion at Amboy; and the question being put,
It was carried in the negative.
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morl'ow morning.

Friday, August 16, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Colonel Kirkbride again moved for leave of absence, in

order to visithis Battalionat Amboy, till ~ltIonday,the 26th
instant; and it was thereupon

Resolved, That he have the leave desired, but that this
House expects his attendance at the time appointed.

A Letter was read from Colonel Dickinson, at the Camp,
complaining of the desertion of ~ome of the Associators, and
praying that this Convention would provide some remp,dy
in that case; wherenpon, the House agreed to the followmg
Resolutions, viz:

.
Whereas this Convention hath received information that

several Associators of this State have deserted the Camp, in
the face of the enemy, and returned home before the forma-
tion of the Flying-Camp, and without the leave of their
Commanding Offic~rs, to the great danger of the publick,
and evil example to others: It is therefore

Resolved, 1st. That all such Associators as shall join their
respective corps at the Camp from whence they came, in
eight days from this date, with such arms and accoutrements
as they may have brought away with them, shall be ex-
empted from any punishment; and those who neglect so to
do, shall be apprehended and sent under a guard to the
Camp, there to be tried; and in case of absconding or conceal-
ing their arms, that they be advertised in the publick news-
papers, and the reward of three pounds offered for appre-
hending eve'ry such person; and every Associator who shall
hereafter desert his colours shall be treated as those wbo
have already deserted and neglect to join their respective
corps, agreeable to-this resolve.

Resolved, 2d. That theCommandingOfficersof the Com-
panies or Battalions o( the Militia of tbis State, who are now
on their march to New-Jersey, do apprehend aU deserters
they may meet on the road, and convey them, under a
guard, to the Camp.

Resolved, 3d. That, notwithstanding the foregoing Reso-
lutions, it is not the intention of this Convention to detain
the :Militia unnecessarily from home: the Associators are
therefore assured, that as soon as the Flying-Camp is fonned,
and the publick safety will admit, they shall be permitted to

. return home.
On motion, the Petition from Chester County was read

again, and rejected.'
The House then resumed the consideration of the Report

of the Committee respecting the Declaration of Rights, which,
beinO' read by paragraphs, received the final assent of tbis
Con~ention, and is as follows, viz:

A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the
State of PENNSYLVANIA.

1st. That all men are born equally free and independent,
and have certain natural, inherent, and unalienable rights,
amongst which are, the enjoying and defending life and lib~
erty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and
pursuinO' and obtaining happiness and safety.

2d. That all men bave a natural and unalienable right to
worship ~mighty God according to the dictates of their own
consciences and understanding; and that no man ought, or
of right can, be compelled to attend any religious worship,
or erect or snpport any place of worship, or maintain any

*
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ministry, contrary to or against his own free will and con-
sent; nor can any man who acknowledges the being of a'
God, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right as a
citizen, on account of his religious sentiments, or peculiar
mode of religious worship; and that no authority can or
ought to be vested in, or assumed by, any power whatever,
that shall in any case interfere with, Ol'in any manner con-
trol the right of conscience, in the free exercise of religious
worship.

3d. That the people of this State have the sole, exclusive,
and inherent right of governing and regulating the internal
police of the same.

4th. That all power being originally inherent in, and
consequently derived from, the people, therefore all officers
of Government, whether legislative or executive, are their
trustees and servants, and at all times accountable to them.

5th. That Government is, or ought to be, instituted for
the common benefit, protection, and security of the people,
nation, or community, and not for the particular emolument
or advantage of any single man, family, or set of men who
are a part only of that com-munity; and that the community
bath an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right to
reform, alter, or abolish Government in such manner as shaH
be by that community judged most conducive to the pubJick
weal.

6th. That those who are employed in the legislative and
executive business of the State may be restrained from
oppression, the people have a right, at such periods as they
may think proper, to reduce their publick officersto a private
station, and supply the vacancies by certain and regular
elections. '

7th. That all elections ought to be free; and that all free
men, having a sufficient evident common interest with, and
attachment to, the community, have a right to elect officers,
or be elected into office.

8th. That every member of society hath a right to be
protected in the enjoyment of life, li"erty, and property,
and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards
the expense of that protection, and yield his personal ser-
vice, when necessary, or an equivalent thereto; but no part
of a man's property can be justly taken from him, 01'applied
to publick uses, without his own consent, or that of his legal
representatives: nor can any man who is conscientiously
scrupulous of bearing arms, be justly compelled thereto, if
he will pay such equivalent: nor are the people bound by
any laws, but such as they have in like manner assented to,
for their common good.

9th. That in all prosecutions forcriminal ofrences, a man
bath a right to be heard by himself and his counsel, to de-
mand the cause and nature of his accusation, to be con-
fronted with the witnesses, to call for eridence in his favour,
and a speedy publick trial, by an impartial jury of the coun-
try, without the unanimous consent of which jury he cannot
'be found guilty: nor can he be compelled to give evidence
against himself: nor can any man be justly de~rived of lib-
erty, except by the laws of the land, or the Judgment of
his peers. -

10th. That the people have a right to hold themselves,
their houses, papers, and possessions, free from search or
seizure; and therefore warrants without oaths or affirma-
tions first made, affording a sufficient foundation for them,
and whereby any officer or messenger may be commanded
or required to search suspected places, or to seize any per-
son ~ persons, his or their property, not particularly de-
scribed, are contrary to that right, and ought not to be
granted.

11th. That in controversies respecting property, and in
suits between man and man, the parties have a right to trial
by jury, which ought to be held sacred.

12th. That the people have a right to fi'cedomof speech,
and of writing and publishiug their sentiments; therefore
the freedom of the press ought not to be restrained.

13th. That the people have a right to bear arms for the
defence of themselves and the State; and as standing armies,
in the time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought
not to be kept up: and that the military should be kept
under strict subordination to, -and govcrned by, the civil
power.

14th. That a frequent recurrence to fundamettal princi-
ples, and a firmadherence to justice, moderation, temperance,
industry, and frugality, are absolutely necessary to preserve

the blessings of liberty, and keep a government free: The
people ought, therefore, to pay particular attention to these
points in the choice of officers and representatives, and have
a right to exact a due and constant regard to them from
their Legislatures and Magistrates in the making and exe-
cuting such laws as are necessary for the good government
of the State.

15th. Tha,t all men have a natural inherent right to emi-
grate from one State to another that will receive them, or
to form a new State in vacant countries, or in such coun-
tries as they can purchase, whenever they tbink that thereby
they may promote their own happiness.

16th. That the people have a right to assemble together~
to consult for their common good, to instruct their Reprc-

.

sentatives, and to apply to the Legislature for redress of
grievances, by address, petition, or remonstrance.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, August 17, 1'776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The Petition of James ]J['Connoughy was read, and

referred to the Council of Safety.
On motion~Ordered, That the Petition of the inhabi-

tants of Albany Township, in the County of Berks, be
rejected.

On motion, Ordered, That all Officers of the Militia of
this State, who are Members of this Convention, and all
other Members who are now absent without leave of this
House, or whose times of leave of absence are expired, or
who have an indefinite leave of absence, do immediately,
and without de]ay, attend their duty in this House: And
that Colonel Bull be desired to signify this Resolution to
such of them as he shall meet with in his intended journey
to the Camp.

Ordered, on motion, That Colonel Bull have leave of
absence, in order to visit his Battalion, at Amboy, till Mon-
day~ the 26th instant.

Ordered, on motion, That the attention of this House be
wholly confined for the next ensuing week, to the consi-
deration of the frame of Government, the Ordinance for
making equal the burthens of Associators and Non-Asso-
ciators, and the Ordinance for appointing Conservators of
the Peace, unless such emergency should arise as, in the
opinion of this House, should supersede these matters.

Moved and Resolved, That tbe Fines to be incurred by
the Members of this House for non-attendance, or absenting
fi'om the House without leave, shall be punctualJy collected
by the gentlemen appointed, unless they shall give an ex-
cuse satisfactory to this House; and that Messengers shall
be, from time to time, sent by order of this House, to compel
the attendance of such Members as shall or do absent them-
selves without leave; the expense of such Messengers to be
paid by the delinquents.

Adjourned to eight o'clock on Jfonday morning.

Monday, August 19, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion, Ordered, That this House will, on Monday

next, the 26th instant, proceed to the election of Members
of the Council of Safety, in the room of those who have
neglected or refused to attend the Board.

A Letter from General Roberdeau, dated Amboy, August
14th and 16th, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
At the same time was read, an Address, made by the

General, to the Associators under his command, which
being highly approved of by this House, was ordered to be
printed in the English and German Newspapers of this
city.

The Committee appointed to essay a frame or plan for
the future Government of this State, brought in a draft
for that purpose, which, being read, was ordered for consi-
deration on Wednesday next, the 21st instant.

The Ordinance for making equal the hurthens of Asso-
ciators.and Non-Associators, being read a second time, and
about to be read and debated by paragraphs; it was,

On motion,Resolved, That the said Ordinance be re-
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committed to Mr. Cannon, Mr. Rittenhouse, and Colonel
~l'Pherson.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Hubley and Mr. Jacobs
be added to the Committee appointed to draw up an Ordi-
nance for creating Conservators of the Peace.

The Report of the Committee for inquiring into the Peti-
tions of the Captains of the Gal1eys, was read; and there-
upon, it was

Resolved, That the said Petitions, Reports, and an things
relative thereto, be referred to the determination of the
Council of Safety; and that the most ful1 and perfect sub-
mission be given by al1 concerned, to their decision.

Resolved, That the Officers in the naval and land ser-
vice of this State, ought not in al1 cases to rise _incommand
according to seniority; although a proper regard should be
had to that circumstance in promotions where there are
equal merit and equal military abilities, of which the Coun-
cil of Safety is to judge; and that the said Council have
full authority to use their best discretion herein, so as most
effectual1y to promote the service: And al1 Officers and
others concerned, are hereby strictly required and enjoined
to yield and pay ful1 and implicit obedience to an their
appointments, regulations, and orders, at their peril.

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, August 20, 1776,A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The Colnmittee to whom the Ordinance for making the

burthens of Associators and Non-Associators equal was
recommitted, brought in a new Ordinance for that purpose,
which being read, the Convention resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole House, in order for the greater
iPeedom of debate thereon. Mr. David Rittenhouse was
caned to and assumed the chair. After some considerable
time the Vice President resumed the chair, and Mr. Rit-
tenhousereported from the Committee, that they had made
some progress in the business cO!I1mitted to them, and prayed
leave of the House to sit again in the afternoon:

Whereupon, it was Ordered, That the Committee have
the leave desired.

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Tuesday, August 20, 1776,P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion, Resolved, That the Delegates in Congress

for this State do apply to the honourable the Continental
Congress for the loan of One Hundred Thousand Dol1ars,
to be put into the hands of the Council of Safety for the
use of this State.

The Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole House, in order to consider further of the Ordinance
read in the morning. Mr. Rittenhouse was cal1ed to, and
assumed the chair. After a considerable time spent in de-
bate, the Vice President resumed the chair, and Mr. Rit-
tenhousereported from the Committee, that they had made
some further progress in the business committed to them,
and desired leave of the House to sit again on some future
day; which was given accordingly.

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, August 21,1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion, Resolved, That the Secretary send Messen-

gers express for Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Slaymake.r, agree-
able to the Resolve of this House of the 17th instant, to
require their immediate attendance in Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That Captain Richard Peters be
directed forthwith to appoint proper Guards o\'er the Stores
of Joseph and Stephen Sewell, under the direction of the
Committee of Inspection of the City and Liberties of
Philadelphia, to prevent the removal of the Salt stored
therein.

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day,
resolved itself into a Committee of the 'Vho]e House, in
order to take into consideration the frame of Government.
Mr. Rittenhouse was called to, and assumed the chair. After
a very considerable time employed in debating and delibera-
ting, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse

reported from the Committee, that they had made some
progress in the business committed to them, and desired
leave of the House to sit again to-morrow morning; which
was given accordingly.

Mr. Crazart had leave of absence to visit his sick family.
Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning.

.

Thursday, August 22,1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Convention
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole House. Mr.
Rittenhouse was called to, and assumed the chair. After
some time spent in deliberating on the frame of Govern-
ment, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse
reported from the Committee, that they had made some
further progress in the business committed to them, but had
not completed it; he therefore desired leave of the House
to sit again in the afternoon; which was granted.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Thursday, August 22,1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournm~nt.
The Committee for bringing in an Ordinance for appoint-

ing Conservators of the Peace, reported a draft for that
purpose, which, being read the first time, was ordered to lie
on the table for a second reading.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Convention
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole House. Mr.
Rittenhousewas called 10, and assumed the chair. After
some time spent in ~eliberating on the frame of Govern-
ment, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse
reported fi'om the Committee, that they had made some
further progress in the business committed to them, but had
not completed it; he thereforedesired leave of the House to
sit again to-morrow; "which was granted.

Ordered, on motion, That Colonel Hill ha\'e leave of
absence to visit his Battalion in Jersey.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, Auguat 23,1776, A. M.

The House met pursuant to adjomnment.

A Petition from John Smyth and Benjamin Lewis, two
lanuuishinrr Prisoners in the Jail of Philadelphia, praying00.
relief from their confinement, was read; and thereupon, It was

Ordered, That Mr. Cannon and Colonel William Cook
be appointed to inquire into the petitioners' case, and report
thereon to this House.

Aureeableto order, the Convention resolved itself into
a Co":nmittee of the Whole House. Mr. Rittenhouse was
called to and assumed the chair. After some time spent
in deliberating on the frame of Government, the President
resumed the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse reported from the
Committee, that they had made some further progress in
the businesscommittedto them, but had not completedit;
he therefore desired leave of the House to sit again in the
afternoon; which was granted.

Adjourned to four o'clock, P. M.

Friday, August 23, 1776,P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

According to the Order of the Day, the Convention
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole House. Mr.
Rittenhouse was called to, and assumed the chair. After
some time spent in deliberating on the frame of Govern-
ment, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse
reported from the Committee, that they had made some
further progress in the businesscommitted to them, but had
not completed it; he therefore desired leave of the House
to sit again; which was granted.

Mr. Thomas Jones had leave of absence for three days.
Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, August 24, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Upon application made by the Committee of Inspectioll
and Obserration for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia,
the House came to the foHowing Resolution, viz :

Whereas it appears to this Convention, upon due inquiry
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and informatjon of the circumstances, that the SaJt now in
this city has been imported at low prices, and under moderate
insurance: And whereas divers persons, in contempt of the
just and wholesome regulations of the Committee, &c., of
Philadelphia, under directions of Congress, have continued
to dispo!ie of their Salt at most exorbitant prices, to the great
grievance and distress of their fellow-subjects of this State:

It is therefore Resolved, That the said regulations be
hereby confirmed, and all persons wbatever are hereby strictly
enjoined to pay due obedience thereto; and the said Com-
mittee are authorized and directed to seize and take into
their possession the Salt belonging to such persons as have
refused or shall refw)e conformity to the regulations so estab-
lished, or shall altogether withhold or refuse to sell their Salt
during the continuance of such regulations, allowing to the
said persons, upon the sale thereof, the fixed and settled
prices, first deducting the expenses incurred upon the sale.

And whereas it is but reasonable that every part of this
extensive State should be accommodated, as nearly as may
be, with their proportion of this article, so justly esteemed a
necessary oflife:

Be it Resolved, That the Committee of Philadelphia,
are hereby fl\rther directed to distribute the Salt that may,
HSaforesaid, come into their possession, in equal quantities
in the several Counties, having regard to the respective
numbers of inhabitants contained in the said Counties.

The gentlemen appointed to examine into the cases of
John Smyth and Benjamin Lewis, report that they are
proper objects of the relief and commiseration of this House,
and that they are Gunlock makers, and willing to engage to
work in the Factory in this City: It is thereupon

Resolved, That the Sheriff or Jailer of the City and
County of Philadelphia do release and discharge the said
John Smyth and Benjam'in Lewis out of their or either of
their custody, upon their signing a written agreement, by
which they and each of them engage to work at the Gun-
lock Factory in this City.

Adjourned to eight o'clock on ~Monday morning.

Monday, August 26,1776, A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Colonel Clarke representing to the House tbat his indis-
position was so great that he could not continue to do his
duty in this House without a recess of some time for his
refreshment, obtained leave of absence for a few days.

Upon application of Colonels Galbreath and Lowrey, for
leave of absence to visit their Battalions at Amboy, it was

Resolved, That both have not the leave required, but
that one of them may be permitted to go.

On motion, Ordered, That a Letter be written to Gene-
ral JJff;rcer, requesting bim to grant leave of absence to such
gentlemen who are members of this Convention, and now in
New-Jersey under bis command, in order that they may
attend their duty in this House, provided such leave be
compatible with the publick safety.

Upon motion, Resolved, That as soon as Colonel Roses's
Battalion of the Militia of Lancaster County shall return
into the said County, Colonel Slough be ordered to march
his Battalion, immediately on their arrival, to the Camp in
New-Jersey; and that the Secretary transmit a copy of this
Resolve to Colonel Slough.

The Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the
'Vhole House, in order to consider of the Ordinance respect-
ing the Associatorsand Non-Associators.Mr. Rittenhouse
was called to and assumed the chait'. After some time, the
President resumed tbe chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse reported
from the Committee, that they had made some progress in
the business referred to them, but )]ot having completed the
same, desired leave of the House to sit again in the after-
)]Oon; which was granted.

Adjourned to four o'clock P. IV!.

Monday, August 26,1776, P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Letters from Genera] Roberdeau and Colonel Bull, from
Amboy, requesting that Colonel Bull might have leave to
stay in the Camp, his presence being particularly necessary
there, were read; And it was thereupon'

Ordered, That Colonel Bun have leave to stay some
time longer.

A Letter from Colonel Matlack, at Amboy, respecting
the Flying-Camp, was read, and

Ordered to lie 0)] the table.
Some Resol ves of Congress, of the 23d of August instant,

desiring this Convention to recommend suitable persons for
Lieutenant-Colonel and Major, and to appoint the Captains
and Subalterns for the six Companies to be raised for the
Counties of Northampton and Oumberland, were read, and

Ordered to lie on the table for further consideration.
The Convention then, agreeable to tbe Order of the Day,

resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole House, in order
to consider of the Ordinance respecting Associators and Non-
Associators. Mr. Rittenhouse was called to and assumed
the chair. After some time, the President resumed the chair,
and Mr. Rittenhouse reported from the Committee that they
had made some further progress in the business referred to
them, but not having completed the same, desired leave
of the House to sit again on some future day; which was
granted.

The Vice President informed the Convention that the
honourable Congress had agreed to lend to this State the
100,000 DoHars mentioned in the Minute of the 20th of
August instant, and that he had obtainedan order on }Ii-
chac! Hillegas, Esq., the Continental Treasurer, for that
sum; Whereupon it was

Resolved, That the President draw an order for30,000
Dollars, part thereqf, in favour of Colonel Kirkbride and Co-
10nellJ'['Pherson, who are to deliver the same to Colonel
Clarke, now on his journey to the Camp in New-Jersey,
who is to deliver over the same to Colonel Matlack and
Colonel Slagle, two of the Commissioners appointed to fo8t
the Flying-Camp.

The said Order was accordingly drawn, and signed by the
President, and delivered to Colonel Kirkbride and Colonel
lJ'1'Pherson.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, August 27,1776, A. M.
Tbe Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

A Petition from several of the inhabitants of Tulpehocken,
in Berks County, praying that some of the Associators in
that part of the country may remain to protect them against
the Indians and banditti, was read, and referred to the
Council of Safety.

A Letter from General Mercer, to the President of the
Congress, was read, and referred to the Council of Safety.

The House resumed the consideration of the bill for the
appointment of Conservators of tbe Peace, &c.; and after
some time, it was ordered to be recommitted to the same
Committee, with the addition of Colonel Ross and Mr.

. Clymer.
Mr. Clymer informed tbe House that the Artillery Com-

panies of this City, at Amboy, were desirous of being put on
the same footing with the other Militia, with respect to their
being relieved after having served the usual time.

Ordered, That the request be referred to the Council of
Safety.

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Tuesday, August 27, 1776,P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Tbe House resumed the consideration of the biJI for
appointing Conservators of the Peace; and the same being
read and debated by paragraphs, was ordered to be tra~scribed
for a third reading. .

Colonels Kirkbride and ]}I'Pherson reported that tbey
had received the 30,000 Dollars of Mr. Hillegas, and paid
them to Colonel Clarke, agreeable to the directions of yes-
tel'day .

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, August 28, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Major William Coats, one of tbe Members for Philadel-
phia County, appeared in the House for the first time, took
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the oath, and made and subscribed the profession of faith
required.

The House resumed the consideration of the Salt belong-
ing to Joshua Fisher Ft Sons, and thereupon came to the
following Resolve, viz:

Whereas a quantity of Salt belonging to Joshua Fisher
Ft Sons, imported contrary to the Non-Importation Agree-
ment, remains stored under the care of the Committee of
Inspection of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, and

¥ the same being an article of general use, and th'e present
necessity thereof very urgent: Therefore

Resolved, That the said Committee dispose of the said
Salt among the inhabitants of the City of Philadelphia and
the several Counties of this State, in proportion to the
reputed numbers in each, allowing to the owners a reason-
able compensation for the same.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Wednesday, August 28,1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole House, in order to take into consideration the Ordi-
nance respecting Associators and Non-Associators. Mr.
Rittenhouse was called to and assumed the chair. After some
time the Vice President resumed the chair, when the Chair-
man reported from the Committee, that they had made some
further progress in the business committed to them, but not
having quite 6nished the same, desired leave to sit again on
some future day; which was granted.

The Ordinance respecting Treason and Misprision of
Treason was read again, and ordered to be printed before it
be finaIJy passed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, August 29, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

It was moved by a Member for Northampton County,
that, as the Militia of that County was ordered not to march
into Jersey, that therefore their second quota for the Flying-
Camp must be made up at home; and that it was necessary
that the Bounty Money should be sent up thither; where-
upon it was

Resolved, That thej?resident draw an Order on J}'fichael
lIillegas, Esq., for the sum of £834, to be paid to Mr.
Neigle Gray and Major Jacob Arndt, to be by them trans-
mitted to Northampton County, in order to pay the Bounty
for the second quota for the Flying-Camp for that County;
which Order was drawn accordingly, and signed at the
table.

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole, to consider of the draft of the frame of Govern-
ment. Mr. Rittenhouse was caIJed to and assumed the chair.
After some time the President resumed the ehair, and Mr.
Rittenhouse reported from the Committee, that they had
made some progress therein, but not having completed the
same, desired leave to sit again in the afternoon; which was
granted.

Adjourned to three o'clock this afternoon.

Thursday, August 29, 1776,P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House, agreeable to the Order of the Day, resol ved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider of the draft
of the frame of Government. Mr. Rittenhouse was called
to and assumed the chair. After some time the President
resumed the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse reported from the
Commitfee that they had made some further progress therein,
but not having completed the same, desired leave to sit
again to-morrow; which was granted.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, August 30,1776, A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

'The Convention, agreeable to the Order of the Day,
resol ved itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to
consider of the draft of the frame of Government. Mr. Rit-
tenhouse was called to and assumed the chair. After some
time the President resumed the chair1 and Mr. RittenhQuse

reported from 'the Committee that they had made further
progress therein, but !Jot Qaving completed the same, desired
leave to sit again in the afternoon; which was granted.

Adjourned to four o'clock, P. 1\'1.

. Friday. August 30, 1776,'P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The Convention, agreeable to the Order of the Day, re-

solved itself into 'a Committee of the Whole House, -to
consider of the draft of the frame of Government. Mr.
Rittenhouse \vas called to and assumed the chair. After
some time the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ritten-
house reported from the Committee, that they had made
further progress in the business referred to them, but not
having completed the same, desired leave of the House to
sit again to-morrow; which was granted.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, August 31, 1776.
The Convention met pursua!)t to adjournment.
A Petition from Peter Withington, praying to be ap-

pointed a Captain of one of the Companies to be raised in
Northampton and Northumberland, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
A Memorial of Stephen and Joseph-Shewell, justifying

their conduct with respect to their Salt, was read, and
Ordered to lie on the table.
The Convention then resolved itself into a Committee of

the Whole Bouse, in order to take into consideration the
frame of Government. Mr. Rittenhouse was called to and
assumed the chair. After some time the President resumed
the chair, and Mr. ;Rittenhouse reported from the Commit-
tee, that they had ma.desome progress therein, but not having
completed it, desired leave to sit again; which was granted.

Colonel Kirkbride requested leave of absence to join his
Battalion at Amboy: Whereupon it was

Ordered, That he have not the leave of this House.
Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday morning.

Monday, September 2,1776, A. M.

A number of the Members met, but there not appearing
a quorum,

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Monday, September2,1776, P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

A Memor~al fi'om the Committee of Inspection of Cum-
berland County, setting forth the advices they had received
from the frontier inhabitants respecting their apprehensions
of an Indian war, and praying that some of their Militia
might be permitted to remain at home for their protection,
was read, and

Ordered to be referred to the Council of Safety.

A Petition from John Timmons, a prisoner confined in
Carlisle Jail, on suspicion of murder, asserting his innocence,
and praying to be admittedto bail, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion, Ordered, That Colonel Ross and Co]onel

Thomas Smith be a Committee to bring in an Ordinance,
empoweringthe Justices of Peace in this State, in certain
cases, to compel Debtors to give security to their Creditors.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, September3, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

;

Mr. Hubley moved for leave of absence, but, perceIVInn-
the House not inclined to grant his request, withdrew it; bu~
nevertheless, desired that it might be entered on the Minutes.

A Member informing the House that Colone] M'Pherson
had received an account of the loss of a son in the late bat-
tle on Long-Island, and that he desired leave to visit his
qfHicted family on that melancholy occasion; it was there-
upon

Ordered, That Colonel JJ1.'Phersonhave leave of ab-
sence.

The House then proceeded to the third reading of the
Ordinance fOt.appointing Justices of the Peace in this State,
which, being compared at the table, was passed into an
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Ordinance, and ordered to be signed by the President; the
said Ordinance follows in these words:

"An Ordinancefor tlteAppointment of Justices of the Peace
for the State of PENNSYLVANIA.

"Whereas it is necessary that proper officersof Justice be
appointed under the authority of the people only, and de-
riving no power whatever from the late Constitution: Be it
therefore ordained and declared, and it is hereby ordained
and declared, by the Representatives of the freemen of the
State of PENNSYLVANIAin General Convention met, That
David Rittenhouse, Jonathan B. Smith, Owen Biddle, James
Cannon, Timothy Matlack, Samuel Morris the elder, Sam-
uel Howell, Frederick Kuhl, Samuel ltlorns the younger,
Thomas Wharton the younger, Henry Keppele the younger,
Joseph Blewer, Samuel ltlijftin, George Gray, John Bull,
Henry Wynkoop, Benjarmn Bartholomew, John Hubley,
Michael Swoope, William Lyon, Daniel Hunter, Peter
Rhoads, David Espy, John Weitzal, and John Moore,
Esquires, Members of the Council of Safety, are hereby
made, Gonstituted, and apPQinted, Justices of the Peace for
this State.

"And that Benjamin Franklin, John Dickinson, Ge01-ge
Bryan, James Young, James Biddle, John ltlorris the
younger, Joseph Parker, John Bayard, Sharp Delany,
John Cadwallader; Joseph Copperthwaite, Christopher
Marshall tbe elder, Francis Gurney, Robert Knox, ltlatthew
Clarkson, William Coates, William Ball, Philip Brehm,
Francis Casper Hasenclever, Thomas Cuthbert the elder,
Moses Bartham, Jacob Schreiner, Joseph Moulder, Jona-
than Paschal, Benjamin Paschal, Benjamin Harbeson,Jacob
BriO'ht, Henry Hill, Samuel Ashmead, Frederick Antis,
Sa::'uel Erwin, Alexander Edwards, Seth Quee, Samuel
Potts, Rowland Evans, Charles Bensel, and Peter Evans,
of the City and County of Philadelphia, Esquires, are bere-
by made, constituted, and appointed, Justices of the Peace
for the City and County of Philadelphia.

"And that JosephHart, Richard Walker, Joseph Ki1"k-
bride John Wilkinson, John Kidd, Robert Patterson, John
Clark, James Benezet, Samuel Smith, James M'Jtfullen,
Theophilus Foulke, Joshua Anderson, George Wickart,
and Thomas, Long, of the County o~ Bucks, E~quires, are
hereby made, constituted, and appomted, JustIces of the
Peace for the County of Bucks.

"And that Alexander Johnston, William Clingen, Evan
Evans Richard Baker, John Sellers, Nicholas Fairlamb,
John Jones; John Wilson, William Heslet, Israel Whelin"
William Deney, Samuel Bond, and Robert Jtlendenhall, of
the County of Chester, E~quires, are hereby 'Pade, consti-
tuted, and appointed, Justices of the Peace for the County
of Chester.

"And that Emanuel Carpenter, Edward Shippen, William
Henry, 1MichaelHubley, William Bausman, Ludwig Lau-
man James Bird, James Work, Timothy Green, John
Tho'me, Jtloses Irwin, John Ferrie, Zaccheus Davis, David
Jenkins, John Whitehill, James Clemson, William Brown,
James Murray, Robert Thomson, Robert Barber, Thomas
Whiteside, Michael Bright, and Ch1"istopherWegman, of
the County of Lancaster, Esquires, are hereby made, con-
stituted, and appointed, Justices of the Peace for the County
of Lancaster.

"And that RobertM'Pherson,Martin Eichelberger, Sam-
uel Edie, David M' Conatfjfhy, Richard M' Calister, Henry
Slagle, Mat~hew D.il~, t(lilliam Ran.kin, Wjltiam [..~es,
William Bmley, Wzllwm Scott, Tf'illzam Smlth, Wtlham
M' Caskey, Josias Scott, Thomas Latta, William M' Clean,
and John Mickle the younger, of the County of York,
Esquires, are hereby made, constituted, and appointed, Jus-
tices of the Peace for the County of York.

"And that John Armstrong, John Byers, John Reynolds,
Jonathan Hoge, Robert Miller, George Robinson, John
IIolmes, James Olivar, John Agnew, John Alison, James
1IlJaxwell,Samuel Lyon, William Brown, James Dunlap,
John McClay, William Elliot, ]}latthew Henderson, and
Frederick Watt, of the County of Cumberland, Esquires,
are hereby made, constituted, and appointed, Justices of the
Peace for the County of Cumberland.

"And that James Read, Peter Spyker, Jacob ltlorgan,
George Dou,o'lass, Mark Bird, Henry Chriest, Baltzar
Gear, John Patton, Thomas Dundas, Christopher ~Vitman,
Richard Tea, and Bastian Levan, of the County of Berks,

Esquires, are hereby made, constituted, and appointed, Jus-
tices of the Peace for the County of Berks.

"And that Robert Trail, Jacob Moory, Christopher W?g-
ener, 'Henry Kooken, John Weitzel, Peter Tmxlcr, Semor,
Nicholas Dupui, Evan Morgan, Robert Forgeman, .and
Henry Barnet, of the County of Northampton, EsqUIres,
are hereby made, constituted, and appointed, Justices of the
Peace for the County of Northampton.

"And that Bernard Dougherty, William Proctor, George
Wood, Abraham Cable, Thomas Smith, Thomas Coulter,
Henry Lloyd, John Piper, Samuel Davidson, William
Latta, John Tf'ilkins, William Todd, Benjamin Elliot, Wil-
liam Parker, Evan Shelby, David Jones, Henry Rhoads,
William Johnston, William M'Leavy, Gideon Ritchey,
John Mellot, Edward Coomb,Hugh Davis, ltlatthew Pat-
ton, Robert Ramsey, Benjamin Bird, John Shaver, Samuel
Thompson, William Phillips, William Holliday the younger,
Charles Cessna, John Mitchell, and Richard Brown, of the
County of Bedford, Esquires, are hereby made, constituted,
and appointed, Justices of the Peace for the County of
&~~ ,

"And that Samuel Hunter, JamesPotter, 1flilliamJtf' C7ay,
Robert ltloodie, John Lowden, Benjamin Weiser, John
Fleming, Henry Antis, and John Simpson, of the County
of N01"thumberland,Esquires, are hereby made, constituted,
and appointed, Justices of the Peace for the County of
Northumberland.

"And that Robert Hanna, William Lockray, Alexander
M'Lean, Providence Mounts, Andrew JtI'Farlin, James
Pollock, James Caval, Samuel Sloane, Thomas Scott,
Michael Hufnagle, James Wilson, David Allen, Benjamin
Davis, Philip Rogers, Joseph Caldwell, James Wilkins,
William Elliot, George Latimore, and Samuel Burns, of
the County of Westmoreland, Esquires, are hereby made,
constituted, and appointed, Justices of the Peace for the
County of Westmoreland.

"And be it further ordainedand declared,That the said
Justices, and every of them, shall have full power and au-
thority to take acknowledgments of deeds, and cognizance
of criminal offences and breaches of the peace. And in
cases of petty larceny, under five shillings, to proceed to
punishment.

" And be it further ordained and declared, That the laws
which were in use before the dissolution of the late Govern-
ment, shall be the rule of their prlJCeedings,so far as the
same may not be inconsistent with the oath or affirmation
hereinafter directed to be taken and subscribed, and that
the style of their precepts shall be in the name of the State
of Pennsylvania.

"And be it further ordainedand declared,That the said
Justices, and every of them, before they respectively enter
upon their office, do take and subscribe the following oath
or affirmation:

"I do swear or affirm, that I do not hold myself bound
to bear. allegiance to George the Third, King of Great Bri-
°tain, and tbat I will steadily and firmly, at all times, promote
the most effectual means, according to my skill and know-
ledge, to oppose the tyra~ni?al pr?ceedings o~the King ~nd
Parliament of Great Bntmn agamst the Umied Amencan
States, and to support a Government iffthis State on the
authority of the people only; and that as a Justice of the
Peace I will do everything in tbat office to the best of my
knowledge and abilities, consistent with the freedom and
independence of this State.

"And beit further ordained and declared, That the Mem-
bers of the Council of Safety above named, do make and
subscribe the said oath or affirmation before their President
for the time being; and tbat the Justices appointed for the
City and County of Philadelphia, do take and s,ubscribe
the same oath or affirmation before Benjamin Franklin,
John Dickinson, Samuel Mortis, Samuel Ashmead, and
Alexander Edwards, Esquires, 01' one of them; and tbat
the Justices appointed for tbe County of Bucks, do take and
subscribe the said oath or affirmation before Joseph flart,
Joseph Kirkbride, and John Kidd, Esquires, or one of them;
and that the Justices appointed for the County of Chester,
do take and subscribe the said oath or affirmation before
Richard Baker and John Sellers, Esquires, or one of them;
and that the Justices appointed for the County of Lancaster,
do take and subscribe the said oath or affirmationbefore Wil-
liamHenry, John Hubley, John Thome, and Moses Erwin,
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Esquires, 01'one of them; and that the Justices appointed
for the County of York, do take and subscribe tbe said oatb
or affirmation before 1Ylartin Eichelberger, Samuel Edie, and
T'f'illiamSmith, Esquires, or one of them; and tbat tbe Jus-
tices appointed for tbe County of Cumberland do take and
subscribe tbe said oath Qt.affirmation before Jonatlwn lIoge,
John Holmes,JohnAlison, and SamuelLyon, Esquires,or
one of them; and tbat tbe Justices appointed for the County
of Berks do take and subscribe the said oatb or affirmation
before James Read, Peter Spyker, and Jacob Morgan,
Esquires, or one of tbem; and that tbe Justices appointed
for tbe County of Northampton do take and subscribe tbe
said oath or affirmation before Robert Trail and Henry
Kooken, Esquires, or one of tbem; and that the Justices
appointed for the County of Bedford do take and subscribe
the said oath or affirmation before Georg'e Wood and David
Espy, Esquires, or one of tbem; and tbat the Justices
appointed for tbe County of Northumberland do take and
subscribetbe said oath or affirmation before SamuelIlunter
and James Potter, Esquires, or one of them; and that the
Justices appointed for the County of Westmorelanddo take
and subscribe the said oath 01' affirmation before Robert
Hanna and Alexander M'I..ean, Esquires, or one of them.

"And be it further ordained and declared, Tbat the Jus-
tices of tbe respective Counties sball ba ve full power and
authority from time to time, when tbey shall tbink it neces-
sary, to appoint Jailors to take care of tbe severa] Jails and
prisons, and of tbe prisoners committed to tbem.

"And be it further ordained and declared, Tbat all Coro-
ners, Constables, Overseers of tbe Poor, and Supervisors of
the Higbways, wbo were lawfully in office at the time of or

imn1f~diately before tbe disso]ution of the late Government
of this State, sball continue to exercise the powers and per-
form the duties of their respective offices until a new ap-
pointment or future provision be made in such case.

"And be it further ordained and declared, That this Or-
dinance shall continue and remain in force until altered or
repealed by the future Legislature of this State, 01' by.this
Convention.

"Passed in Convention, September 3, 1776, and signed
by their order. B. FRANKLIN, President.

"Attest: JOHN MORRIS, Jun., Secretary."
The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole, in order to take into consideration the frame of
Government. MI'. Rittenhouse was called to and assumed
the chair. After some time the President resumed the
chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse reported from the Committee,
that they had made some further progress in tbe business
committed to them, but not having completed the same,
desjred leave to sit again in the afternoon; which was
granted.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Tuesday, September 3, 1776, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Convention then resolved itself into a Committee of
tbe Whole House, in order to take into consideration the
frame of Government. MI'. Rittenhouse was called .to and
assumed the chair. After some time, the President resumed
the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse reported from the Committee,
tbat they had made some further progress in the business
committed to them, but not having completed it, desired
leave to sit again to-morrow; whicl1 was granted.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, September4, 1776,A. M.
Tbe Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
A Memorial from Messr~. Carnahan and Proctor, two

Colonelsof the Militia of WestmorelandCounty, informing
that their two Battalions wanted about four hundred stand
of Arms,and also praying that this Housewould settle some
mode of calling out the Militia in caseof invasion, was read,
and

Ordered to Ee on the table.

A Petition from Andrew Ledlie, of Easton, in Northamp-
ton County, complaining of great ill usage from some of the
inhabitants of that town, on account, as he apprehends, of
his attachment to tbe cause of Jiberty, was read, and ordered
to be refen'ed and recommended to the Justices of tbe Peace
appointed for that County, to take immediate notice of the
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complaints of the said petitioner, and afford him all the re-
dress and security which the nature of his case requires.

A Petition from TVilliam Hardy, praying to be appointed
the officer for this State to register those who shall be dis-
abled in the service of the United States, agreeable to the
Reso]ve of Congress of tbe 26th of August last, was read,
and referred to the future Legislature of this State.

Ordered, That a Messenger be sent to Benjamin Bar-
tholomew, Esq., an absent Member of tbis House, to compel
his attendance on his duty in this House.

It being represented, that in the Ordinance for constituting
Justices tbere is no direction before whom the President of
the Council of Safety shall be qualified as a Justice of the
Peace for this State: Thereupon it was

Ordered, That he take and subscribe the oath or affirma-
tion required by said Ordinance, before the honourable the
President of this Convention.

The HOLlseresumed tbe consideration of the Ordinance
respecting Treason and Misprision of Treason, and ordered
the same to be engrossed for a third reading.

Adjournedto three o'clock in the afternoon.

Wednesday, September 4,1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole,
to take into consideration the frame of Government. Mr.
Rittenhouse was called to and assumed the chair. After
some time, the President resumed the chair, and MI'. Rit-
tenhouse reported from the Committee that they had made
some further progress therein, but not having completed the
same, desired leave of tbe House to sit again to-morrow;
whiCh was granted.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

1 Thursday, September 5, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Major Arndt informing the House that he had received

an account tbat his son was wounded in the late battle on
Long-Island, and was now lying ill at Bergen, desired leave
to visit bim; which was granted, on his promise to return as
soon as he conveniently could.

The Convention then resolved itself into a Committee of
the Wbole House, in order to resume the consideration of
the frame of Government. Mr. Rittenhousewas caHed to
and assumed the chair. After some time, the President re-
sumed the cbair, and MI'. R1~ttenhousereported from tbe
Committee that they had finished the business referred to
them, and were ready to report thereon.

A Letter from Mr. Hancock, with some Resolves of
Congress of the 3d instant, requesting that this State would
immediately send forward to New- York all the aid they can
in the present dangerous and critical state of affairs, was
read, and.

Ordered to lie on the table for consideration.

Adjourned to half-past tbree o'clock in the afternoon.

Thursday, September5, 1776,P. M.
Tbe House met pursuant to adjournment.

.
The Report of the Committee of the Whole House, on the

frame of Government, was now read: And tbereupon it was
Ordered, Tbat the President, Mr. Rittenhouse, and Mr.

Vanhorn be desired to revise the same, and make such
alterations therein in method and style, without affectingthe
sense, as they may think proper; and, when that is done,
to get four hundred copies printed for publick consideration.

The House then proceeded to the tbird readin& of the
Ordinance for Treason and Misprision of Treason; which
being compared at the table, was passed into an Ordinance,
and ordered to be signed by the President.

The said Ordinance follows in these words:

"An Ordinance of the State of PENNSYLYANIA,declaring
what shall be Treason, and Jor punishing the same and
other Crimes and Practices against the State.

"Whereas Government ought at all times to take the most
effectual measures for the safety and security of the State:

" Be it therefore ordained and declared, and it is hereby.
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ordained and declared by the Representatives of the free-
men of the State of PENNSYLVANiA,in General Conventi?n
met, That aJl and every persoll and persons (except pns-
oners of war) now inhabiting or residing within the ,limits of
the State ot Pennsylvania, or that shall voluntanly come
into the same here~fter, to inhabit or sqjourn, do and shall
owe and pay allegiance to t~e State of Penns~lvania. .

" And be it further ordamed by the authorzty aforesmd,
That all and every such_person an..dpersons, so owing alle-
giance to the State of Pennsylvania, wh~, from. and after
the publication hereof, shall levy war agamst thIs State, or
be adherent to the KinD' of Great Britain, or others the
enemies of this State, or to the enemies of the United States
of Ameru.:a, by giving him or them aid or assistance within
the limits of this State or elsewhere, and shall be thercof duly
convicted in any Court of Oyer and Terminer hereafter to
be erected according to law, shall be adjudged guilty of
high treason, and forfeit his lands, tenements, goods and
chattels, to the use of the State, and be imprisoned any term
not exceeding the duration of the present war with Great
Britain, at the discretion of the Judge or Judges.

"And be it further ordained and declared by the au-
thority aforesaid, That any person or persons (except as
before excepted) residing, inhabiting, or sojourning in this
State who shall hereafter know of such treason, and con-
ceal ;he same, or that shall receive or assist such traitor,
knowing him to be such, and shall be thereof duly convicted,
a~aforesaid, shall be adjudged guilty of misprisionof treason,
and suffer the forfeiture of one-third of his goods and chat-
tels lands and tenements, to the use of the State, and be
im~rjsoned any term not e:,c~eding the ?urati,on of the
present war with Great Bntazn, at the dIscrctlOnof the
Judge or Judges.

" And be it further ordained and declared, That in all
con'victions for high treason, the Judge or Judges, before
whom the trial is had, may, out of the estate forfeited by
virtue of this act, make such provision for the wife or chil-
dren, if any, of the criminal, as he or they, in his or their
discretion, may deem necessary.

"And be it further ordained and declared, That this
ordinance shall be in force till the end of the first session
of the first Assembly that shall meet under the new Con-
stitution of this State, and no longer.

"Passed in Convention, September 5, 1776, and signed
by their order.

"B. FRANKLIN,President.

" Attest: JOHNMORRIS,Jun., Secretary."
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, September 6,1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole House, to consider of the Ordinance respecting
Associators and Non-Associators. Mr. RittenltOuse was
called to and assumed the chair. After SOll\etime the
Vice President resumed the chair, and Mr. Rittenhouse
reported fi'Omthe Committee that they had essayed a draft
of an Ordinance respecting the Associators and Non-Asso-
ciators; which being read, was

Ordered to lie on the tab]e for a second reading.
On motion, Ordered, That :Major Coats and Mr. Jacobs.

be a Committee to inquire into the number of copies of the
Laws of Pennsylvania that was printed by order of the late
Government; how many of them have been disposed of,
and in what manner ; and what number of them remain in
the hands of the printer; and make report to this House.

The House resumed the consideration of the. Resol yes of
ConO"ressof tbe 23d of August respecting the Companies to
be r~~d in the Counties of Northampton and Northumber-
land:

And upon motion, it was Ordered, That tbe Delegates
in ConD'ressfor Pennsylvania represent to that honourable
Board the difficulties which this House apprehends wiII
obstruct the raising the men in the manner proposed by
those Resolves.

An Ordinance respecting advisedly writing and speaking
aD'ainstthe American cause, was read the first time, ando

Ordered to lie on the table for a second reading.
Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Friday, September6, 1776,P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, and ad-

journed to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, September 7,1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
Application was made to this Convention, by the Cap-

tain of a vessel who arrived here this morning with a cargo
of Salt, to know whether he was at liberty to dispose of it,
without any regard to the regulation's made respecting that
commodity: Whereupon, after debate, it was

Resolved unanimously, That tbis House will not, in any
manner, interfere with the said Salt; but that the owner
has a right to sell or dispose of it, at such rates and to such
persons, as he may think proper.

The House then proceeded to the second reading of the
Ordinance respecting Associi.itorsand Non-Associators, and
after a considerable time spent in debating thereon by para- .
graphs,

Adjourned to nine o'clock on ltlonday morning.

Monday, September9,1776.

A number of the .Me,mbers met, but not being a quorum,
adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Monday, September9, 1776,P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

After the clause in the Ordinance respecting Associators
and Non-Associators, wherein it is ordained, that Non-
Associators shaH pay at the rate of :.20s.per month, was
carried in the affirmative, it was moved, that the yeas and
nays might be taken on that clause; and thereupon, it was

Resolved, That the yeas and nays be not taken.

On motion, Ordered, That the President pro tem.. draw
an Order on the Treasurer for the sum of twelve pounds,
in favour of William Sheed, Doorkeeper to this Convention,
for tlis wages till this time, being forty-eight days, at 5s. per
diem.

The House proceeded in the further consideration of the
bill respecting Associators and Non-Associators; and after
some time spent therein,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, September 10, 1776.

The House met pursuantto adjournment.
A Letter, dated the 5th instant, at King's Bridge, from

Lieutenant~Colonel Broadhead, of the Pennsylvania Forces,
was read, giving a relation of the battle on Long-Island,
and a particular account of the behaviour of the Pennsylva-
nians on that occasion; and of the wants of the soldiers,
who had most of them lost their blankets, which they had
thrown away in the engagement. This letter also contained
the returns of the three Regiments under his command, and
some inquiries respecting the rank, &c., of tbe officers.

A Letter dated the 5th instant, at Amboy, fromColonel
Slagle, was read,. complaining of his ill state of health, and
desiring that another Commissioner may be appointed in his
stead.

A Letter of the 31st of August, from the Indian Com-
missioners at Fort Pitt, was read, communicating the in-
formation they had received respecting the danger of an
Indian war: 'Vhereupon it was

Resolved, That Colonel Thomas Smith, ColonelPotter,
and Major Jam.esSmith, be a Committee to confer with the
Committee of Congress for Indian Affairs on that subject,
and on the most proper mode of defending the frontiers.

Resolved, That ColonelJJlatlack,Mr. Cannon,Mr. Rit-
tenhouse, ~k Whitehill, and Mr. Edward Cook, be a Com-
mittee to take into consideration all the Military affairs of
this State respecting the Flying-Camp and the operations of
war to the eastward; and that they make an essay of such
temporary regulations for the Militia as may render it more
effectual for the immediate publick defence.

Colo~el ltlatlack, one of the Commissioners for forming
the Flying-Camp, being now returned, informed the Conven-
tion, among other things, of the difficulties that had occurred
with respect to the two Companies of Artillery of the Mili-
tia of this State, now at Ambo!!; and that, in order to
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relieve them as expeditiously as possib1e, (after they had
cheerfully staid considerably beyond the usual time,) the
Commissioners had agreed to advance a month's pay, in
addition to the bounty, to such as would inlist in that ser-
vice: Whereupon the House expressed their approbation of
their conduct therein.

A Member informed the House of some inconveniences
and discouragements which he had observed arising from
the small number of General Officers be10ngingto this State,
and desired that the Convention would take that matter into
consideration.

AJjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, September11,1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Some gentlemen of the Committee of Inspection for the
City and Liberties of Philadelphia, waited on the Conven-
tion with an applicatiOIl from that Board, setting forth, that
they had continued acting, by tbe direction of this House,
now above four weeks beyond the time for which they were
originally chosen, and that they proposed to dissolve them-
selves on Tuesday evening next; but that, previous thereto,
they submitted to tbis House, whether a new Committee
should be chosen, and if so, that then a new line of conduct
should be drawn for them.

The House resumed the consideration of the Ordinance
respecting the burthens of Associators and Non-Associators,
and, after considerable time spent therein, it was recommit-
ted to Mr. Cannon, Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel James Smith,
and Colonel It[atlack.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Wednesday, September11,1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House proceeded to the second reading of an Ordi-
nance respecting the advisedly speaking and writing against
the American cause, which, being read and debated by para-
graphs, was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.

The Committee appointed to bring in an Ordinance re-
specting Debtors giving security in certain cases, reported a
draft for that purpose, which, being' read, was ordered to lie
on the table for a second reading.

The House then proceeded to the election of four Mem-
bers of the Council of Safety, in the room of Nathaniel
Falconer, Jonathan B. Smith, Samuel JJIijflin, and Samuel
~Iorris, Jun.; when John Bayard, John Cox, Francis Gur-
ney, and Samuel Cad. ~lorris, were chosen by ballot Mem-
bers of the said Council of Safety for this State.

A Memorial of William Tfild to the Congress, and by
them referred to this House, is by this Convention referred
to the Council of Safety.

A Petition of Lawrence Feagan, relating to the damage
he sustained by reason of a riot among the soldiers at the
Barracks, was read, and ordered that the same be referred
to the Council of Safety.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-Illorrow'morning.

Tbursday, September12,1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The Ordinance for obliging Debtors to give security in
certain cases, was read a second time; and, after being de-
bated by paragraphs, was ordered to be transcribed for a
third reading.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Tbursday, September 12, 1776,P. M.

The Convention Illet pursuant to adjournment.

The Ordinance respecting advisedly speaking and writing
against the American cause, was read the third time, and
passed j[ito an Ordinance in the following words, viz:

"An Ordinance for punishing persons guilty of certain
offences therein mentioned against the U!\Tl'ED STATES
OF AMERICA.

"Whereas evil disposed persons may, by speaking or
writing, endea vour to influence the minds of weak or unwary
persons; and thereby impede the present virtuous opposition
made by the free, independent, and united States of America

""

against the wicked and tyrannick measures pursued by the
King and Parliament of Great Britain: For the prevention
thereof,

" Be it ordained and declared by the Representatives of
thefreemen of the State of PENNSYLVANIAin General Con-
vention met, That if any person or persons within this State
shall, by advised}y speaking or writing, obstruct or oppose,
or endeavour so to do, the measures carrying on by the Uni-
ted States of America, for the defence and support of the
fi'eedom and independence of the said States, such person
or persons, on complaint and proof made on oath or affirma-
tion before any Justice of the Peace of the City or County
where the offence shall be committed, shall be beld to give
security for his or their good behaviour, in such sum or sums
of money as the said Justice may think necessary; and, in
default of giving such security, shall be committed to the
common jail of the said City or Courtty respectively, by the
said Justice, there to remain until he or tbey shall give such
security, or be otherwise legally discharged; and if the said
Justice shall, on the evidence gi\'en, judge that such offender
is too dangerous, unfriendly, or inimical to the American
cause to be admitted to bail, then, and in such case, he may
and shall associate to himself two other Justices of the Peace
of the said City or County respectively; and if they, or any
two of them, shall judge in like manner, they may, by war-
rant under their hands and seals, commit such persons to the
common jail of the City or County respectively, for such
time as they shall deem proper, not exceeding the duration
of the present war with Great Britain.

" And be it further ordained and declared by the autho-
rity aforesaid, That if any person or persons shall think him
or themselves aggrieved by the judgment of the said Justice
or Justices, he or they may appeal to the Council of Safety
for this State, who shall, without deJay, determine the same;
and may confirm, nullify, suspend, alter, or mitigate the
judgment of the said Justice or Justices.

" And be it further ordained and declared by the autho-
rity aforesaid, That this Ordinance shall continue in force
until the end of the first session of the future Legislature of
this State, 01'until altered or repealed by the same, or by
this Convention.

"Passed in Convention September 12, 1776, and signed
by their order. GEORGERoss, Vice President.

"Attest: JOHN:M:ORRIS,Jun., Secretary."
Information being given to this Convention that the Bat-

talion, or a part of tbe same, under the command of C010nel
Peter Grubb, of Lancaster County, after having received
one month's pay advance, and having a1so been supplied
with a number of arms in this City, have returned home
without marching into New-Jersey, and without being dis-
charged, and have taken the said arms with them,

Resolved, That the Council of Safety do forthwith make
diligent and strict inquiry into this matter; and that tbey
have power to call before them the Colonel and such other
officers of the said Battalion as they shall judge necessary.

A Petition from six Captains of Companies of Colonel
ltlontgomery's Battalion of Chester County; Pennsylvania
Militia, complaining that they had not received their pay,
and desiring the interference of this House, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
The House resumed the consideration of the Bill respect-

ing Assoc1ators and Non-Associators, and, after some time
spent therein,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morro\v morning.

Friday, September 13, 1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House proceeded to the second reading of the Ordi-
nance respecting Associators and Non-Associators; and the
same being debated by paragraphs, was ordered to be tran-
scribedfor a third reading. .

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Friday, September13,1776) P. M.
The COlJ'".'ention met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to consider of the Military
affairs of this State made their report in writing; which, being
read, was _

Ordered to lie on the table for consideration.
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The Ordinance compelling Debtors to give security, being
compared at the table, was read a third time, and ordered
to pass into an Ordinance, in the following words:

"An Ordinance to compel Debtors, in certain ca;es, to give
Security to their Creditor's.

"
Whereas at this time. when ihe Courts of Justice in this

State are shut, it is absolt{tely necessary that honest creditors
should be made secure, when it shaH appear that otherwise
they might, by dishonest debtors taking advantage of the
times, run the risk of losing their just debts:

"Be it therefore ordained and declared by the Repre-
sentatives of the freemen of the State of PBNNSYLVANIA
in General Convention met, That where complaint, by oath
or affirmation by the complainant, or some person for him,
shaH be made to anyone Justice of the Peace for this State,
that any person or 'persons residing within the City or
County where such Justice hath jurisdiction, isjustly indebted
to the complainant in any sum not exceeding five pounds,
and that such debtor is about to depart this State, with de-
sign to defraud bis creditors, as is believed; and that such
debtor, being of sufficient ability, in the judgment of tbe said
Justice, on fulI examination had, 'refuses to payor give rea-
sonable security in the nature of special bail for the same,
to abide the judgment of such person or persons as shall
hereafter be empowered to judge and determine the matter
in controversy, it shall and may be lawful for such Justice
to issue either a summons or capias, as the case may require,
directed to the proper Constable, requiring him to cause the
defendant to come before sucb Justice, and tbe said Justice
shaH order the said defendant to give sucb reasonable bail
as the nature of the case may require; and if such defendant
shall neglect or refuse to give such bail, then the said Justice,

is hereby empowered to commit such defendant to the Jail
of the said City or County, and tbe keeper thereof is hereby
required tbere to keep bim safely until he shaH give such
bail, or be otberwise lawfully discbarged: And if any such
person or persons shall be indebted to anyone or more per-
son or persons in a sum exceeding five pounds, then on the
like complaint, on oath or ailirmation being made to two
Justices of tbe City or proper County, they shall proceed in
manner as before mentioned and directed in cases not ex-
ceeding five pounds.

" Passed in Convention, September] 3, 1776, and signed
by their order.

"JAMESPOTTER,Vice President pro tem.
"Attest: JOHNMORRIS,Jun., Secretanj."
Two Petitions from the Townships of Upper and Lower

Smithfield, Delaware and Hamilton, in the County of
Northampton, praying a supply of Ammunition, &c., were
read, and referred to the Council of Safety.

The House being informed thllt Mr. Swoope, the gentle-
man chosen the Member of the Council of Safety for the
County of York, had accepted the command of a Battalion
in the Flying-Camp, now proceeded to the choice of another
Member for that County, when Colonel Joseph Donnaldson
was chosen by baUot to that office.

On motion, Resolved, That the :Membersof the Council
of Safety for this State, who have not hitherto made and
subscribed the Oath or Affirmation directed in the Ordinance

. for appointing Justices of the Peace, or the Oath or Affirma-
tion of office, may take and subscribe the same before any
,Justice of the Peas::efor the County wherein tbey respect-
ively reside.

Resolved, That, on Monday next, this House wi1Ire-
sume the consideration of the frame of Government.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning..
Saturday, September 14, 1776.

The 'Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

A Return of such Men of Colonel Montgomery's Batta-
lion of Chester County Militia, who left the Camp in New-
Jersey without regular discharges, was made to the House,
and referred to the Council of Safety.

Whereas from the Letters received from 'the Commis-
sioners for Indian Affairs for the Middle Department, with
the affidavit therein enclosed, there is too much reason to
apprehend that the Indians bave been encouraged, by the
agents of his Britannick Majesty, to fall on the frontiers of

these States; therefore it behooves this Convention to take
every prudent precaution for the safety of our western fro~-
tiers: And as, by the resolves of the late Assembly of t.llls
State, the Council of Safety have the sole power of calImg
out the Associators within the same; but, by reason of the
great distance of the frontier Counties, and by reas~n that
it may be absolutely necessary, at a very short warnmg, to
order out the Associators of tbe said Counties, or such part
of them, from time to time, as persons on the spot can only
judge thereof:

Resolved That the Member of the Council of Safety
for the COl1~tyof Bedford, and Bernard DoufJ!:~rty, Wil-
liam M' Coornb,James Anderson, and Robert Elhot, of the
said County; that tbe Member of the Council of Safety for
the County of Northampton, and Nicholas Dupui, David
Deshler, lIerman Schneyder, and Arthur Lattimore, of the
said County; and that tbe Member of the CounciJ of Safety
for tbe County of Northumberland, and f!'illiam 'j);I'Clay,_
Michael Troy, Walter Clark, and Laughlm M' Cartney" 01
the said County; and tbat the Member of the CouncIl of
Safety for the County of Westmoreland, and Samuel Sloane,
William Lockray, John Giffen, and Christopher Trubey, of
the said CO~1l1ty,respectively, or a majority of them in each
County respectively, be, and they are hereby empowered
to order or approve of the going out of such part of tbe
Associators as they may think necessary, in case of an ac-
tual ~nvasion,to march to the protection of sucb part of tbe
said Counties as may be exposed to the depredations of the
lndians, 01' to repel any attack wbich may be made by
them in the most effectual manner: And in case of any
sudd~n invasions made by tbe Indians, and not otherwise,
the Captain or Commanding Officer of any Company in
the said County, is hereby empowered to order out such
part of his Company as he may judge necessary for the
purpose aforesaid: And in .case any of the said COUl~ties
should be invaded, the saId Members of the Council of
Safety, and Commissioners of the said other Counties re-
spectively, are hereby empowered, as ~ften as they sbaH
jud[Tenecessary, to order out the AssocIators, or a part of
the~l for tbe assistance of such County which may be so
invaded: And the Member of the Council of Safety and his
associates for the respjJctive Counties aforesaid, are hereby
directed to make out the accounts of tbe pay, subsistence,
and necessary expenses of such Associalors as shall be called
out as aforesaid, and lay the same before the Council of-
Safety or future Assembly of this State, in order that the
same, appearing to them just and masonable, may be
paid.

The Committee who were appointed to confer with the
honourable Delegates in Congress from the State of Vir-
ginia, on the settlement of a temporary Boundary between
the State of Virginia and tbis State, reported to the Con-
vention that they met the said Delegates, who delivere~ to
them the following resolve of the Convention of Virginia
and the following letter from tbe Committee of Safety of
that State to their Delegates, as their proposal on this sub-
ject. In answer to which the Committee delivered the letter
and proposal (which answer and proposal the Committee
approve of) in reply; to which they received the letter here-
inafter last mentioned, by which it appears that the power of
tbe honourable Delegates on this subject is at an end; but,
as they therein inform the Committee, that they wilI, without
delay, transmit th~ir proposal to the Governour and Council
of Virginia, in order to be laid before the General Assembly
of that State; this Convention having the utmost confi-
dence that that honourable body will readily agree to any
proposal tbat will settle the disputes in question on the prin-
ciples of justice and equity, do therefore warmly recommend
the sett1emel1fof the said line, on these principles, to the
future Assembly of this State. And, in the mean time, it is
earnestly recommenrled to the inhabitants of that part of the
country to forget their former heats and animosities, which
were fomented by those who were equal enemies to both
States, and to promote peace and harmony, and to cultivate
a good understanding witb one another, as they tender the
liberty and happiness of both States, as well as of America
in general, which can only be preserved by the union of all
her sons.

"Virginia, in Convention, June 15, 1776.

"'Vhereas disputes have for some time subsisted between
the people settled under the Government of this Colony and
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others settled under the Proprietors of Pennsylvania, which
cannot be determined for want of having the boundary be-
tween the two countries settled and ascertained; and as the
people are ul1certain which Government they ought to sub-
mit to, consequences of the most alarming nature are justly
to be apprehended from a contention and dashing of juris-
dictions between the Magistrates and officers of the respec-
ti\'e countries: For prevention whereof, and in order to
restore peace and harmony to all those people:

"Resolved, That it be proposed to the General Assemb]y
or Representatives of the people of the Province of Penn-
$JJlvaniato agree to the following temporary boundary be-
tween the two countries, that is to say: From that part of
the meridian of the head fountain of Potowmack, where it
is intersectedby Braddock's Road, along the said road to
the great crossingof Youghagany; thence down the meadows
of that river to the Chestnut ridge; thence along that ridge
to the easterly branch of Jacob's Creek, otherwise called
Greenlick run; thence down the said run to Braddock's old
road; thence along the same and the new road leading to
Pittsburgh, to a place called the Bullock Pens, now in the
tenure of Wllliam Elliot; and from thence a direct course
to the mouth of Plumb r'un,on the Alleghaney River, above
Colonel Croghan's: Which lines, this Convention are of
opinion, will give most general satisfaction to the inhabitants,
as it will neady leave them in the respective country under
which they settled; that the present inhabitants on either
side the line ought quietly to enjoy their possessions,and be
subject to the regulations of the Government they will re-
main in, without considering under which they derive their
title, until a final and ultimate boundary can be settled, when
nothing which may be done in consequence of this agree-
ment shall tend to prejudice the titles of individuals, or the
claim of either country to a fair and equal boundary.

"
EDMUND PIENDLETON, President.

"JoHN TAZEWELL, C. C."

"Ordered, That the Con~mittee of Safety be desired im-
mediately to transmit the foregoing Resolution to the Dele-
gates appointed to represent this Colony in General Congress,
requesting tbem to negotiate the same on the part of this
Colony. "

EDMUNDPENDLETON,Pre~ident.

"
JOHN TAZEWELL, C. C."

"Williamsburgh, June 17,1776.

"GENTLEMEN: The confusion which hath for some time
Imppened amongst tbe people in the disputed lands between
Pennsylvania and this Colony, and a representation to the
Convention that a civil war was like to be the c<}llsequence
jf something was not done to prevent it, induced that body
to take the subject into consideration, who were sorry to .
discover that a jealousy seemed to prevail ill the governing
powers of Pennsylvania, of our intending the garrisons on
the Ohio to influence that dispute and to overawe their
people. 'Whereas we only mean by them to protect our
people and those in the contested settlement from the dangrr
they are exposed to of Indian ravages, without the most
distant view to offer any injury to our friends and neighbours,
with whom it is our inclination as we]] as interest to unite,
a temporary boundary appeared to the Convention the
only means of quieting the people until we have leisure to
refer the final decision to some arbitrating power between us;
and in fixing that, they judged that to point a line which
would most nearly]eave the inhabitants in the country they
respectively settled under would be most likely to give gene-
ral satisfaction; and having examined severa] gentlemen well
acquainted with that country, who were of opinion that end
would be answfired by tbe line described in the enclosed
resolution, they have resolved to propose that line to the
Pennsylvania Assembly, and have commanded us to trans-
mit it to you, requesting that you would negotiate the matter
in such manner as you shall think most effectual.

« Weare, with great regard, gentlemen, your obedient

humble servants,
"EDMUND PENDLETON, THQ}IASLUD. LEE,
"DUDLEY DIGGEs, WILLIAM CABELL,
"P. CARRINGTON, J os. JONES.

"To the Hon. the Virginia Delegates in Congress."
"The Committee of the honourable Convention of the

State of Pennsylvania, appointed to confer with the hon-
ourable Delegates in Congress from the State of Virginia,
on the settlement of a temporary boundary between the said

States, are of opinion, that the line proposed by the honour-
able Delegates will be very wide from the true limits of
Pennsylvania, according to the Charter; and as the State
of Virginia, in one of their most solemn acts, published as
the future form of Government for that State, and intending
thereby to lay the most solid basis for union and confedera-
tion wjth the neighbouring States, bas' ceded, released, and
forever confirmed to the people of tbis State all the territo-
ries contained within the Charter erecting tbis Colony, with
all tbe rights of property, jurisdiction, and government, and
all other rights whatever,' tbe proposing a temporary bounda-
ry, which would cut off so large a part from this State, seems
inconsistent with the said full, free, and absolute release, and
instead of being the basis of union, would certainly be the
occasion of much confusion; and as the minds of the in-
habitants of that part of the country are greatly agitated by
the disputes between the two Governments, we have reason
to apprehend fatal consequences, should a temporary bound-
ary so apparently partial be agreed to, even upon the
principle mentioned by the honourable Convention of Vir-
ginia in their resolve, empowering their Delegates to 'con-
fer on this subject, (supposing it equitable, which may be
liable to dispute,) the line proposed, we apprehend, cannot.
be admitted; and we are convinced that honourable body
must have been misinformed as to the settlement of that
part of the country which lies between the temporary bound-
ary proposed and the true line. We can assure the hon-
ourab]e De]egates that it is far from the wish of the people
of this State to extend the same beyond its due bounds; it
is equally (.11'from their wish to establish a temporary juris-
diction confessed far within those bounds, as such a tempo-
rary boundary would, on many accounts, be productive of
more confusion and greater inconveniences than if it was
permanent and final:

"Therefore, as the only means of restoring peace and unity
amongst the inhabitants of the frontiers of each State, it is
our earnest desire that a temporary boundary as nearly cor-
respondent to the true one as possible, and such as will 'do
no injury to either party,' should be run, which may be done
in a very short time, and at a trifling expense, with no con-
siderable error, by one or more Commissionersappointed on
the part of each State.

"It will give us great pleasure should this proposal meet
with the approbation of the honourable Delegates, as such
a settlement will enab]e the inhabitants to join heart and
hand in the great cause wherein we are all equally inte-
rested. D R 0 B

"
AVID ITTENHOUSE, WEN IDDLE,

"THOMAS SMITH, JAMES POTTER,
"ALEXANDER LOWREY, EDWARD COOK."

"The Virginia De]egates have received the proposal for
establishing a temporary boundary between the State o(
Virginia and Pennsylvania, from the Committee of the
honourable Convention of the State of Pennsylvania, and
for answer say: That their power is ended, having been
expressly limited to the line already proposed to the hon-
ourable Convention of the State of Pennsylvania, as a
terpporary boundary; that they will, without delay, transmit
the proposal of the honourable Committee to the Governour
and Council of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in order to
its being laid before the General Assembly which meets
early in October next; and in the mean time they wish the
influence of both Governments may be exerted to preserve
friendship aud peace between the people. of both States on
the controverted boundary.

"THOMAS NELSON, Jun.,
"RICHARD HENRY LEE,
"FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE.

"
Philadelphia, September 12, 1776."

The House proceeded to the third reading of the Bill
respecting the burthen of Associators; and the same being
compared at the table, was passed into an Ordinance, in the
following words, viz:

"An Ordinance for rendering the burthen of Associator8
and Non-Associators in the defence of this State as near-
ly equal as may be.

"Whereas the Associators of this State have bestowed
much.of their time, and been at a considerable expense in
qua]ifying themselves for the defence of their country, and
are nOW gone forth into actual service, to the great prejudice
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of their private concerns, while others, by not associating,
have exempted themselves fi'om those difficulties, and pur-
sued their business to advantage; and whereas no effectual
measures have hitherto been taken to render the burthen of
the defence, which is a common benefit, as nearly equal as
possible: Therefore,

"Be it ordainedand declared,and it is herebyordained
llnd declared, by the Representatives of the freemen of the
State of PENNSYLVANIAin General Convention met, That
every Non-Associator, between the ages of sixteen and fifty
years,sha1l pay for and during the time of his continuing a
Non-Associator, at the rate of twenty shi1lingsfor each and
every month, to commence from the publication of this Ordi-
nance, and to continue until the end of the first session of
the future Assembly of this State, unless the said Assembly
sha1l, before that time, alter or repeal the same.

"And be it further ordained and declared by the authority
aforesaid, That every Non-Associator, above the age of
twenty-one years, shall pay, in addition to the aforesaid fine,
at the rate of fOllrshillings in the pound on the annual value
of his estate, as rated unqer the late laws of this State for
raising provincial taxes.

"And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid,
That all the moneys which sball be raised by the aforesaid
assessments and fines, after discharging the necessary ex-
penses attending collecting the same, shall be paid into the
hands of John Bayard, Esquire, for the relief and support
of the families of poor Associators of this State, while out
in the service, and to afford assistance to those poor Asso-
ciators who are by the service rendered incapable of sup-
porting themselves and their families, and also to afford such
assistance to the widows and children of such poor Associ-
ators as lose their lives in the service of their country:

"And be it further ordained and declared by the autftority
aforesaid, That when any of the said Associators, or their
widows and children, shall be so entitled to a share of the
moneys arising from the aforesaid assessments and fines,
the Field-Officers of the Battalion, or any three of them,
and a private of the company to which sllch Associator, at
the time when he or his widow and children became so en-
titled, did belong, shall certify tbe particular circumstances
of the said Associator or his wife, (or of his widow and
children,if he should be killed,) to the future Assembly of
this State, in order to enable them to fulfil the intent of this
Ordinance.

And to the end that the said four shillings in the pound,
and the said monthly fines of twenty shillings, may be duly
assessed, levied, collected, and paid, for the ,purposes here-
inbefore mentioned:

"Be it further ordained and declared by the authority
aforesaid, That Jacob Morgan, Joseph ltIoulder, and Jacob
Bright, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
Isaac Snowden, James Milligan, ~WichaelShubart, Benja-
min Harbeson, William Will, and William Hollingshead,
Assessors for the City of Philadelphia; who, or a majority of
them, shaU be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors for
the City of Philadelphia.

"That Thomas Potts, Samuel Erwin, and John Williams,
be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and John
Brown, William Robinson, Samuel Ingle, Andrew Knox,
Henry Derringer, and Isaac Hughes, Assessors for the
County of Philadelphia; wbo, or a majority of them, shall
be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors for the County
of Philadelphia.

"And that James Benezet, Captain TVilliamRoberts, and
Abraham Midleswarts, be, and are hereby appointed Com-
missioners; and Gilliam Cornet, Abraham Britton, James
TVallace,Thomas .AJ'mstrong,Benjamin Segal, and George
ltI'Ilroy, Assessors for the County of Bucks; who, or a
majority of them', shall be a Board of Commissioners and
AssessOl"sfor tbe County of Bucks.

"And that Thomas Levis, William Evans, and Thomas
Taylor, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
Caleb DaV1:s,Richard Thomas, David Cloyd, Benjamin
Brannon, Thomas Evans, and Joseph Gardner, Assessors
for the County of Chester; who, or a majority of them,
shaH be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors for the
County of Chester.

"And that Alexander ltIartin,.Christian Tfzrtz, apd Cas-
par Snevely, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners;
and John Bokenstose, John Rowland, Philip Greenwalt,

Thomas Clark of Dromore, Caspar Shaffner, and John
Jemminson the younger, Assessors for the County of Lan-
caster; who, or a majority of them, shaH be a B.oard of
Commissioners and Assessors for the CoJ'n!y of Lancas-
ter.

"And that Peter Wolfe, John Nesbit, and Archibald
ltI'Lean, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
Patrick Scott, Benjamin Pidon, Frederick Wolfe, John Ag-
new, Christopher Lowman, and James Dill, Assessors forthe
County of York; who, or a majority of them, shaU be a Board
of Commissioners and Assessors for the County of York.

"And that Patrick ltlaxwell, Samuel Leard, and James
Pollock, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
Henry Polling, John Davis, James Lyon, Alexander ltlor-
1'OW,John Carson, and William Rippey, Assessors for the
County of Cumberland;who, or a majorityof them, shaH
be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors for tbe County
of Cumberland.

"And that lIenry Reitmeyer, Christian Lower, and Jtlol'-
decai Lincoln, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners;
and Conrad Hershner the elder, Nicholas Jones, Frederick
Mayerle, George Kelchner, Warner Stam, and John Ro-
binson, Assessors forthe County of Berks; who, 01'a majority
of them, shall be a Board of Commissionersand Assessors
for the County of Berks.

"And that Peter Burkhalter, Jacob Opp, and Henry
Lewald, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
Peter Koler, Abraham Arndt, Benjamin Dupui, Peter
Haas, Peter Beisel, and John VaT! Camp, Assessors for the

County of Northampton; who, or a majority of them, shall
be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors for the County
of Northampton.

"And that Charles Cissna, Edward Coomb, and John
Cissna, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
ltIatthew Patton, Harman Husbands, William Todd, Wil-
liam Parker, William Phillips, and Benjamin Elliot, As-
sessors for the County of Bedford; who, or a majority of
them, shall be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors for
the County of Bedford.

"And that Thomas Hewit, William Gray, and John
Weizel, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
Jonathan Loudge, Walter Clark, Peter Holsterman, James
Harrison, Nicholas ltliller, and Jacob Heverlan, Assessors
for the County of Northumberland; who, or a majority of
them, shall be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors fo.r
tbe County of Northumberland.

"And that Robert Hanna, James Cavat, and James Pol-
lock, be, and are hereby appointed Commissioners; and
William Elliot, John Shields, Samuel Moorhead, James
JtI'Lcan, James Beard, and Christopher Truby, Assessors
of the County of TVestmoreland; who, or a majority of
them, shaU be a Board of Commissioners and Assessors for
the County of Westmoreland: Who shan meet at the Court
Houses of their several and respective Counties, on Jtlonday,
the fourteenth Jay of October next ensuing, or as soon after
as they can conveniently meet, and appoint proper persons
to make returns to them of alJ the Non-Associators in their
respective district~, on or before the second ltlonday of No-
vember next ensuing.

" And be it further ordained and declared by the autho-
rity aforesaid, That tbe said Commissioners and Assessors
shallhave an the powers, authorities, and jurisdictions which
any Commissioners and Assessors heretofore enjoyed under
the late laws of the Province of Pennsylvania,and shaH
proceed in raising, levying, and collecting the said sum of
four shiHingsin the pound and twenty shillings per month
in the same manner and under the sami appeals, rates, di-
rections, penalties, and forfeitures, in aH respects, as in and
by the several late laws of the late Government of Pennsyl-
vania, which were in force on the first day of July last, for
raising, levying, colJecting, and paying the assessments and
taxes of said Government, saving and excepting only such
parts of the same laws as are hereby altered or supplied.

" And be l:tfurther ordained and declared by the autho-
rity aforesaid, That the direction in the said laws shall be
effectual to aU intents and purposes for raising, levying, col-
lecting, securing, and accounting for the said rates and sums
of money, and for levying and recovering the penalties and
forfeitures, and all other matters and things thereunto be-
longing, as fuJIy and effectuaJIyas if the same were particu-
larly and at large repeated and inserted in this ordinance,
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except in such cases as are herein ascertained, provided for,
or altered.

"
And be it further ordained and declared by the autho-

rityaforesaid, That the Commissioners, on any appeal from
the rate or assessment of twenty shillings per month, may
remit the whole or any part thereof, in case of the poverty,
sickness, or bodily inability to labour, of the Non-Associator,
or other such case as would exempt an Associator fi'om mus-
tering or marching when duly called thereto, but in no other
case whatever.

"
And whereas persons above fifty years of age are ex-

empted from personal service, by reason of their inability to
bear the fatigue of military duty, yet it is but just and rea-
sonable that they should contribute towards the security of
their property:

"Be it therefore ordained and declared by the authority
aforesaid, That all and every such person above the age of
fifty years shall pay the like sum of four shillings in the pound
on the annual value of their estates.

" Provided always, That this tax sha]] not be levied on,
or paid by, any such person above fifty years of age who
shall have one or more sons, who are Associators, unmarried,
and residing with his or their father.

" And provided also, That if any person above fifty years
of age, who shall be judged by the commanding officer of
the Battalion fit for military duty, sha]] voluntarily enter into
the Association, then and in such case such person shall be
exempted from paying the said tax.

"
And provided also, That nothing herein contained shall

prevent or obstruct the levying, collecting, and paying the
fines heretofore set on Non-Associators by the late Assem-
bly, but the same shall be collected under the same penal-
ties, in the same manner and by the same persons as are
mentioned and appointed to levy and collect the moneys to
be raised by virtue of this Ordinance.

"Passed in Convention, September 14, 1776, and signed
by their order. B. FRANKLIN,President.

"
Attest: JOIIN MORRIS, Jun., Secretary."

Adjourned to two o'clock on Monday afternoon.

Monday, September 16, 1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The House, agreeable to the Order of the Day, resumed

the consideration of the frame of Government.
It was moved by Colonel Ross, and seconded by Mr.

Clymer, that the first and second sections of the proposed
frame of Government be debated upon and amended.
Whereupon it was

Resolved, That the further debate on the second section
is precluded; because it was fully debated and determined
before, as appears by the Minutes of the 1st and 2d of Au-
gust last.

Moved and seconded, that the yeas and nays on any
question in the frame of Government sha]] be entered on the
Minutes, when it shall be requested by any four Members;
but the previous question being put, it was determined that
the question be not now put.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow mormng.

Tuesday, September 17, 1776, A. M..

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The House resumed the consideration of the frame of

Government.
Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Tuesday, September17, 1776,P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The House resumed the consideration of the frame of

Government.

A Member informed the House that there were now in
town two Shawanese Indians, who were soon about to re-
turn home, and proposed that the Convention should take
some friendly notice of them, and embrace this opportunity
of sending a message to the Shawanese Nation: Where-
upon it was

Ordered, That Mr. Jacobs, Colonel Lowrey, and Major
James Smith, be a Committee to prepare a speech and wam-
pum for a conference with the said Indians.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, September18,1776,A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to prepare a speech, &c., to
the Shawanese Indians, reported a draft thereof, and that
they had procured some wampum according to order. The
said draft, being read, was approved.

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of 40 Dollars be
given to the said two Indians as a present; but, the money
not being now here, the gift and interview were deferred till
to-morrow morning.

The House then resumed the consideration of the' frame
of Government; and, after some deliberation thereon, it was,

On motion, Ordered, That Colonel ~Iatlack, Mr. Jacobs,
and Mr. Hubley be a Committee to revise and bring in a
substitute for the fifteenth section.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Wednesday, September 18,1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The House resumed the consideration of the frame of. . .. .

Government; and after some considerable time employed
therein,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow mQrning.

Thursday, September 19, 1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The gentlemen appointed to revise and bring in a substi-

tute for the fifteenth section of the bill, reported a draft
thereof; which was read.

The two Indians now attending, the President read to
them the Message to their Nation; which, being translated
by Colonel Lowrey, was delivered to them in writing, and
is as follows:
"The State of PENNSYLVANIA,by their Representatives

in Convention at PHILADELPHIA,to their Brethren the
SHAWANESE INDIANS:

"BRETIIREN: Listen to us! We have been ml)ch pleased
to see our brothers the Shawanese among us, and we hope
they are well sa.Jisfiedwith their visit to our townS. They
can tell you that we keep our roads open and clear frorn all
bad weeds, briars, and thorns. A String.

" Brothers, we hope you will also be careful of your roads,
and not suffer the evil spirit to interrupt our ancient friend-
ship. A String.

"
Brothers, listen to us! The great Council of the Thirteen

United States have appointed Commissioners to speak to
you, at Pittsburgh, about our ancient friendship. We de-
sire you will listen to them, and you may depend that your
white brethren, who have grown out of this same big island
with you, will hold fast the ancient covenant-chain of friend-
ship entered into by our ancestors. And we desire, breth-
ren, that you wi1lnot let our friendship go; but that you will
be strong in tile good work of peace, which you are invited
to meet about at Pittsburgh, and not listen to the evil spirit
which you know has been striving to make mischief between
us; for we, on our parts, are resolved to preserve our ancient
friendship with -you. And we desire you will assist your
white brethren of the United American States to live in
peace with all nations. To confirm our words, we send,
by our brothers "fVcnthissicaand Pellawa, this belt, which
we desire you will show in Council to all our Indian breth-
ren of every nation." A Belt.

After which the present of twenty Dollars to each was
made, and thankfully received by them.

It was also, on motion, Ordered, That it be recommended
to the inhabitants of this State in general, and particularly to
the Committees of the several Counties, to treat with respect
the bearers Wenthissica and Pellawa, two Shawanese In-
dians; and, if occasion should require, to afford them pro'"
tection as they travel on their journey home, they being the
bearers of a message from this Convention to their nation.

Some Letters from the Commissioners for Indian aJE1irs,
at Fort Pitt, to the Committee of Westmoreland County,
and from the said Committee to their .Members in this Con-
vention, dated the 31st of August, and the 1st and 8th of
September instant, relative to the danger of an Indian war,
and requestin,ga supply of arms and ammunition, were read,
and ordered (0 be referred to the Council of Safety.

.
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A Letter from Colonel Kachlean, dated at Amboy, Sep-
tember 11, 1776, informing of some deserters from his Bat-
talion of the Bucks County Militia, was read, and referred
to the Council of Safety.

The House then resumed the consideration of the frame
of Government; and, after some time employed therein,

Adjourned to three o'cIock in the afternoon.

Thursday, September 19, 1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The' House then resumed the consideration of the frame

of Government; and, after some time employed therein,
Adjourned to nine o'cIock to-morrow morning.

. Friday, September20,1776, A. M.

Th.e Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
A Memorial from the Committee of Northumberland,

setting forth their apprehensions of an Indian war, and the
defenceless state of that frontier County, arid praying the
assistance of this House for their defence, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table for consideration.
Leave of absence was given to Colonel Clark to go and

visit his Battalion at Amboy.
Mr. Hay had leave to go home to see his sick family.
The House resumed the consideration of the frame of

Government; and, after some time spent therein,
Adjourned to three o'cIock in the afternoon.

Friday, September 20,1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The House resumed the consideration of the frame of

Government.
On motion, Resolved, That the expenses of the two

Companies raised by the Committee of Westmoreland, in
consequence of Colonel M' Coy's instructions preventing
him from stationing his Battalion in proper places, shall be
liquidated and paid in the same manner as is directed by
the resolves of this House of the 14th instant: And, that
the Council of Safety be desired to send!J.p, for their use,
such a sum of Money as they may think necessary.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

.

Saturday, September2], 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House resumed the consideration of the frame of
Government; and, after some time,

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday morning.

Monday, September 23, 1776, A. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
The Convention proceeded to the further consideration of

the frame of Government.
A Letter from Amboy, from General Roberdeau, contain-

ing his sentiments on the regulations of the Militia of this
State, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table for consideration.
Adjourned. to half-past three o'clock in the afternoon.

Monday, September 23, 1776, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion, Ordered, That Colonel ]}latlack, Mr. Jacobs,

and Colonel Thomas Smith, be a Committee to bring in the
draft of a resolve for settling and regulating the General Elec-
tion for this present year.

The Convention resumed the consideration of the frame
of Government; and, after considerable time spent therein,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, September24, 1776,A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
A Membel" of the Council of Safety acquainted the

House that he was instructed by that Board to inform them
that it would be necessary to apply to Congress for a further
loan of 100,000 Dollars: Whereu pon it was

Resolved, That the Delegates of this State in Congress

be directed to apply to the Congress for the loan of 100,000
DolJars, on the credit and faith of this State.

Resolved, That the Membersof the late conferenceof
Committees be allowed the same mileage and wages as
have been usually paid to the Members of the Assembly,
and that the Treasurer of this State pay the same on the
certificates of either of the Secretaries of the said con-
ference.

Resolved, That it be referredto the Council of Safelyto
pay such expenses as they think were justly incurred by the
sending expresses to call together the people for choosing
Brigadier-Generals.

.

Resolved, That the Wardens of the City of Philadelphia
do continue to exercise the duties of their said office as
Wardens, until the first Tuesday in November next, and
until new Wardens shall be chosen.

A Memorial from Mr. Paul Fooks, respecting the ap-
pointment of a sworn Interpreter for foreign languages and
Notary Publick, and desiring to be nominated to those offices,
was read, and

Ordered to be referred to the Council of Safety.
The House resumed the consideration oC the frame of

Government; and, after some time spent therein,
Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Tuesday, September24,1776, P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House resumed the consideration of the frame of
Government; and, after some time,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, September25,1776, A. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
A Letter from the Reverend' Messrs. Duffield and Mar-

shall, praying that the Clergy of this State may be exempted
from the burthen of civil officers, and setting forth their rea-
sons for such exemption, was read, and

Ordered to lie on the table for consideration.
A Petition fi'om the Reverend Messrs. Muhlenberg and

Weynberg, praying for an addition to the 47th article of the
proposed frame of Government, confirming the incorpora-
tions for promoting religious and charitable purposes, was
read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.
A Letter from Colonel lIancock, President of Congress,

to this Convention, informing of the late resolution of Con-
gress for raising a number of additional Battalions, and for
inlisting the soldiers until the end of the war, and warmly
requesting this House to take the most speedy and effectual
measures for that purpose, was read, and

Ordered to be taken into consideration.in the afternoon.
The HOllse resllmed the consideration of the frame of

Government.
Ordered, That Mr. Cannon, Mr. Jacobs, and Mr. Rit-

tenhouse, be appointed to prepare the draft of a preamble
to the Declaration of Rights and frame of Government, and
of the oaths of Allegiance and Office, to be inserted in the
said frame.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Wednesday, September25,1776,P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House, agreeable to order, took into consideration
the Letter from Colonel Hancock; and, after some consider-
ation, it was

Ordered, That Colonel Bull, Colonel 1Jlatlack, Colonel
Potter, Mr. Hubley, and Colonel Clark, be a Committee to
consider the said Letter, and report thereon to this House.

The gentlemen appointed to draw up a preamble to the
Decla.ration of Rights and fi'ame of Government, reported
an essay for that purpose, which was read, and referred for
further consideration.

They also reported an essay for the oaths and affirmations
of Allegiance, and of Office ; which, being read and amended
at the table, were approved of, and

Ordered to be inserted in the frame of Government.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.
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Thursday, September26, 1776,A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to draw up the resolve re-
specting the Elections for the present year, reported a draft
for that purpose; which, being read and amended, was'
agreed to in the following words:
.

In ConventionfoT the State of PENNSYLVANIA.

Whereas it is not convenient to hold the next election
throughout this State for choosing the elective officers there-
of, on the day on which it wiJI be most convenient to the
people to hold their elections for the future; and this Con-
vention being desirous that the freemen of this State may
as soon as possible, enjoy the advantages of a free and
established Government: It is therefore

Resolved, That the next election of Representati\'es in
General Assembly, and of all other elective oilicers hereto-
fore usuaJIy chosen on the first day of October,shall be held
for the City of Philadelphia,and for the Countyof Phila-
delphia, and for every other County of this State, on Tues-
day, the fifth day of November next; and, except in the
Counties of Bedford, Northumberland, and TVestmonland,
at the places where the elections for Representatives in this
Convention were held. The election lor Inspectors is to
be held in the City of Philadelphia, and in each of the
Counties of this State, on Saturday, the second day of
lfovember next. The Judges of the said elections shall be
chosen and appointed by the Inspectors on the day of elec-
tion; and shall be subject to the like forfeitures and penal-
ties for fraud or wilful neglect as the Sheriff would have
been in the like case by the late laws of this State. The
Constables of the wards in the City of Philadelphia, and of
the Townships of the several Counties of this State shall
give six days' notice of the election for Inspectors. ' The
Judges, or one or more of them, shall, within t\Vo days fol-
lowing the election, meet at the Court-House of the respect-
ive Counties in which elections shall be held in Districts,
and returns shall be made to them from the Districts, of the
names of the candidates, and number of votes for each:
And the Judges shall cast up the votes, and shall certify
those who are highest in votes, to be duly elected to the
respective offices: And the elections shall, in all other
matters, be held and carried on, as nearly as may be, accord-
ing to the directions of an act of Assembly of the late
Government of Pennsylvania, made in the year one thou-
sand seven hundred and sixty-six, intituled, "An Act direct-
ing the choice of Inspectors, and for holding the general
elections in this Province:" And in case any TO\vnship or
Townships neglect to choose an Inspector or Inspectors,
the other Inspectors and the Judges present at the election,
shall appoint an Inspector or Inspectors for such Township
or Townships.

The freemen of the County of Bedford shall vote in
, four Districts for this present year, as follows, viz:

The freemen of the First District, containing the Town-
ships of Bedford, Culerain, and Cumberland Valley at the
Court-House in the Town of Bedford; of the Second
containing the Townships of Bethel, Air, and Dublin, a~
the house of John Burd, at Fort Lyttleton; of the Third
containing tbe Townships of Barre, Hopewell, and Franks~
town, at Standing-Stone; and of the Fourth, containinO" the
Townships of Brothers Valley, Turlceyfoot, and Quem;;cho-
ning, at the house of John Kemberlin, near the junction of
the said three Townships.

The County of Northumberland shall be divided into
four Districts, to wit: the freemen of Augusta, Penns and
~Iahoney Townships, shall meet at the Town of Sunbury;
of Turbutt, fl'Iahoning, and Wioming, shall meet at the
Town of Northumberland; of Buffaloe, White Deer, and
Potter, shall meet at Foutz's Mill, in Buffaloe Township;
and of fl'Iunsey and Bald-Eagle, shall meet at the house of
Amariah Sutton, in ~Iunsey Township.

The electors of the COlJntyof Westmoreland shall hold
their election in manner following, that is to say: the eJec-
tOrson the nOl"thside of Kiskemenetas and Cannemach shall
hold their election at Captain Samuel ]}Iorehead'sMid. the
Second District shall be bounded by the Laurel Hill Can-
nemach, .the Ckestnut R;idg~, and Youghagany, and shall
hold their election at L?gomer; the other electors in the
said County, ?ot co~prehended in the foregoing Districts,
shall hold their elections at the two places directed by the
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conference or Committees for electing Members of this
Convention.

Every elector, before his vote is received, shall takc the
following Oath or Affirmation, instead of tbat heretofore
re9uired, viz: "I , do swear, (or affirm,) that I will be
faIthful and true to the Commonwealth of Pennsyluania;
and that I will not, directly or indirectly, do any act or
thing prejudicial or injurious to the Constitution or Go.vern-
ment thereof, as established by the Convention."

~nd the Judges and Inspectors of the said elections shaH,
besIdes the oaths prescribed in the law directin<rthe choice
of Inspectors above-mentioned, take the oath ;f allegiance
above recited. And

Resolved, That the said General Assembly, chosen in
consequence of the foregoif.1gresolves, shall meet at Phila.
delphia, on Tue.~day, the nineteenth day of November next.

Adjourned to th~ee o'clock in the afternoon.

Thursday, September26, 1776,P. M.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to consider of the matter con-
tai~~d in Co.lonell!ancock's Letter, made their report in
WrItlIlg; whIch, bell1g read, was agreed to by the House
and is as follows: '

That three pers?nsbe commissioned immediately to repair
to the several stations where any of the forces of this State

n?~ are, and ohtain a full account of the strength and con-
dition of the Battalions raised in this State, except in the
County of Westmoreland. _

That. the officers of these Battalions, who shall appear to
be qualIfied for their stations, be continued if they shall
enter to serve during the war. '

That tlie vacancies occasioned by officers declining to
serve, or which have happened, or may happen by other
means, be filled by the Council of Safety, where it is neces-
sary to be done before the sitting of the General Assembly.

That as many as possible of the soldiers, who are now in
the service, be induced to inlist to serve durinO"the war' and
I b

. 0'
t \at persons e appomted to recruit the several Battalions as
soon as may be, and that the Commanding Officers of each
I?attalion be directe.d forthwith to order out recruiting par--
tIes to complete their Battalions.

That the Commissio~ers be a~thorized to apply to Con-
gress for money, from tUlle to time, to pay tbe bounty as
fast as the men may inlist in the service, to be accountable
to the State.

Tbat tbe Commissioners be authorized to inquire into the
conduct of the Commissaries and Quartermasters jf they
shall think it necessary. '

That persons he immediately appointed to purchase
woollens for c]othing, blankets, and other necessaries and
particularly arms. '

On motion, Ordered, That this House will to.morrow
m?r~ing proceed to the election, by baIJot, of tbe tbree Com-
m]ssl~ners recomm~?ded, by tbe above report, to inquire,
&c., mto the conditIon of tbe Troops raised in this State.

On I~otion, Resolved, Th~t the Commissioners for raising
the FlYlIIg-Camp account with the Council of Safety, or
future Assembly, for such Moneys as have been or shall be
put into their hands for that purpose.

Tbe House resumed the consideration of the draft of the
preamble offered to them yesterday, and the same was
agreed to.

.
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, September27,1776, A. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The House, acco:ding to the Order of the Day, pro-
ceeded to the electIOn, by ballot, of the Commissioners
rec?mmended to ~e chosen by the report of yesterday; when
Major Lollar, Major Coates, and John fl'lorris, Jun., Esquire,
were elected.

On information, that a number of soldiers belonoing to
Colonel Miles's Battalion, had mutinied an'd retUJ~ed to
this city, it was

R;eso?ved, Tbat Colonel Kirkbride, Mr. Cannon, Mr.
Wlntehdl, and Colonel James Smith be a Committee to
inquire into the aftair, and make repo~t to this House.

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.
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Friday, September 27,1776, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

011 motion, Resolved, That Captain Farmer and the
other Officers of the three Battalions belonging to this State,
bA directed to march the soldiers, who have returned /i'om
the Camp, to the Barracks; that the Commissary be directed
to supply them with provisions, and that they be kept there
until tbe Convention, or Council of Safety, shall have con-
sidered their case, and shall give further directions.

On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the
first General Assembly of tbis State, to make a law similar
to the habeas corpus act of England, for the security of the
personal liberty of the inhabitants.

Tbe Committee appointed to inquire into the affair of the
. returned soldiers, made their report in writing; whicb, being

read, was referred for further consideration.

Adjourne(to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

,Saturday, September28, 1776.
The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The frame or plan of Government, and preamble agreed
to yesterday, being now fairly engrossed, were deliberately
read and compared at the table; and, being bound up with
the Declaration of Rights, were passed and confirmed unani-
mously, in the words following, viz:

The Constitution of PENNSYLVANIA.

Whereas an government ought to be instituted and
supported for the security and protection of the community
as such, and to enable the individuals who compose it to
enjoy their natural rights and the other blessings which the
Author of existence has bestowed upon man; and, when-
ever these great ends of government are not obtained, the
people have a right, by common consent, to change it, and
take such measures as to thom may appear necessary to
promote their safety and happiness: And whereas the inhab-
itants of this Commonwealth have) in consideration of pro-
tection only, heretofore acknowledged allegiance to the King
of Great Britain; and the said King has not only with-
drawn that protection, but commenced and still continues
to carry on with unabated vengeance a most cruel and un-
just war against them, employing therein not only the troops
of Great Britain, but foreign mercenaries, savages and
slaves, for the avowed purpose of reducing them to a total
and abject submission to the despotick qomination of the
British Parliament, with many other acts of tyranny, (more
fully set forth in the declaration of Congress,) whereby all
allegiance and fealty to the said King and his successors
are dissolved and at an end, and all power and authority
derived from him ceased in these Colonies: And whereas it
is absolutely necessary for the welfare and safety Qf the
inhabitants of said Colonies that they be henceforth free and
independent States, and that just, permanent, and proper
forms of government exist in every part of them, derived
from, and founded on the authority of, the people only,
agreeable to the directions of the honourable American
Congress:

We, the Representatives of the freemen of Pennsylva-
nia, in General Convention met, for the express purpose of
framing such a government, confessing the goodness of the
Great Governol1r of the Universe, (who alone knows to
what degree of earthly happiness mankind may attain, by
perfecting the arts of government,) in permitting the people
of this State, by common consent, and without violence, de-
liberately to form for themselves such just rules as they shall
think best for governing their future society; and being fully
convinced that it is our indispensable duty to establish such
original principles of government as will best promote tbe
general happiness of the people of this State and tbeir pos-
terity, and provide for future improvements, without parti-
ality for or prejudice against any particular class, sect, or
denomination of men whatsoever, Do, by virtue of the autho-
rity vested in us by our constituents, ordain, declare, and
establish the following Declaration of Rights and frame of
Government, to be the Constitution of this Commonwealth,
and to remain in force therein forever, unaltered, except in
such articles as shall hereafter, on experience, be found to
require improvement, and which shall, by tbe same authori-
ty of the people fairly delegated, as this frame of Govern-
ment directs, be amended or improved for the more effectual

obtaining and securing the great end and design of all gov-
ernment hereinbefore mentioned:

CHAPTER I.

A Declaration of the RifIhts of the Inhabitants of the
Commonwealth or ;State of PENNSYLVANIA.

1st. That all men are born equally free and independent,
and have certain natural, inherent, and una]ienable rights,
amongst which are the enjoying and defending life and ]ib-
erty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and
pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.

2d. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their
own consciences and understanding; and that no man ought,
or of right can, be compelled to attlmd any religious worship,
or erect or support any place of worship, or mainlain any
ministry, contrary to, or against his own free will and con-
sent; hor can any man who acknowledges the being of a
God, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right as a
citizen) on account of his religious sentiments, or peculiar
mode of religious worship; and that no authority can or
ought to be vested in, or assumed by any power whatever
that shall in any case interfere with, or in any manner con-
trol the right of conscience, in the free exercise of religious
\vorship.

3d. That the people of this State have the sole, exclusive,
and inherent right of governing and regulating the internal
police of the same.

4th. That all power being originally inherent in, and con-
sequently derived from the people, therefore all officers of
government, whether legislative or executive, are their
trustees and servants, and at all times accountable to them.

5th. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for
the common benefit, protection, and security of the people,
nation, or community; and not for the particular emolument
or advantage of any single man, family, or set of men, who
are a part only of that community; and that the community
hath an indubitable, unalienable and indefeasible right to
reform) alter, 01' abolish government, in such manner as
shall be by that community judged most conducive to the
publick weal.

6th. That those who are employed in the legislative and
executive business of the State may be restrained /i'om
oppression, the people have a right, at such periods as they
may think proper, to reduce their publick officers to a private
station, and supply the vacancies by certain and regular
elections.

7th. That all elections ought to be free; and that all free
mon having a sufficient evident common interest with, and
attachment to the community, have a right to elect officers
01'be elected into office.

8th. That every member of society hath a right to be
protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and
therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the
expense of that protection, and yield his personal service
when necessary, or an equivalent thereto; but no part of a
man's property can be justly taken fi'om him, or applied to
publick uses, without his own consent, or that of his legal
representatives; nor can any man who is conscientiously
scrupulous of bearing arms, be justly compelled thereto, if
he will pay such equivalent; nor are the people bound by
any laws but such as they have in like manner assented to
for their common good.

9th. That in all prosecutions for criminal offences a man
hath a right to be heard by himself and his counsel, to
demand the cause and nature of his accusation, to be con-
fronted with the witnesses, to call for evidence in his favour,
and a speedy publick trial, by an impartial jury of the COUn
try, without the unanimous consent of which jury he cannot
be found guilty; nor can he be compeIJod to give evidence
against himself; nor can any man be justly deprived of his
liberty, except by the laws of the land or the judgment of
his peers.

10th. That the people have a right to hold themselves,
their houses, papers and possessions fi-ee from search or
seizure; and therefore, warrants without oaths or affirmations
first made, affording a sufficient foundation for them, and
whereby any officer or messenger may be commanded or
required to search suspected places, or to seize any person
or persons, his or their property, not particularly described,
are contrary to that right, and ought not to be granted.
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11 tho That in controversies respecting property, and in judge of the elections and qualifications of their own members;
suits between man and man, the parties have a right"to trial they may expel a member, but not a second time for the
by jury, which ouo-ht to be held sacred. same cause; they may administer oaths 01' affirmations on

i2th. That the "'people have a right to freedom of speech, cxaminations of witnesses, redress grievances, impeach State
and of writing and publishing their sentiments; therefOl'e,cl'iminals, grant charters of incorporation, constitute towns,
the, freedom of the press ought not to be restrained. boroughs, cities, and counties, and shall have all othet

13th. That the people have a right to bear arms for the powers necessary for the Legislature of a free State or Com-
defence of themselves and the State; and, as standino- armies monwealth; but they shall have no power to add to, alter,
in the time of peace are dangerous to liberty, they o~ght not abolish, or infringe any part of this Constitution.
to be kept up; and that the military should be kept under SECT. 10th, A quorum of the House of Representatives
strict subordination to and governed by the civil power. shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of members

14th. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental princi- elected; and, having met and chosen their Speaker, shall
pIes, and a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temper- each?f them, before they proceed ~o busines.s, take and
ance, industry, and frugality, are absolutely necessary to subscnbe, as well the oath or affirmatIon of fidehty and alle-
preserve the blessings of liberty and keep a government giance hereinafter directed, as the following oath or affirm a-
free: The people ought therefore to pay particular atten- tion, viz:
tion to these points in the choice of officers and representa- "I , do swear (or affirm) that, as a member of
tives, and have a right to exact a due and constant regard this Assembly, I will not propose or assent to any bill, vote,
to them /i'om their legislatures and magistra'tes in the making or resolution, which shall appear to me injurious to the
and executing such laws as are necessary for the good gov- people, nor do or consent to any act o~ thing w,hat.ever that
ernment of the State. shall have a tendency to lessen or abndge thmr rIghts and

15th. That all men have a natural inherent right to privileges, as declared in the Constitution of this State; but
emio-rate /i'om one State to another that will receive them, will, in all things, conduct myself as a faithful, honest rep-
or ~ form a new State in vacant countries, or in such resentative and guardian of the people, according to the
countries as they can purchase, whenever they think that best of my judgment and abilities."
thereby they may promote their own happiness. And each Member, before he takes his seat, shall make

16th. That the people have a right to assemble together, and subscribe the following Declaration, viz:
to consult for their common good, to iI\Struct their repre- "I do believe in one God, tbe Creator and Governour of
sentatives, ancl to apply to the Legislatlll'e for redress of the universe, the rewarder of the good and punisher of the
grievances, by address, petition, or remonstrance. wicked; and I do acknowledge tbe Scriptures of the Old

C II
and New Testament to be given by Divine Inspimtion."

HAPTER .
And no further or other religious test shaH ever hereafter

Plan or Frame oj Government Jor the Commonwealth or be required of any civil officer or magistrate in this State.
State oj PENNSYLVANIA. SECT. 11th. Delegates to represent this State in Congress

SECTION 1st. The Commonwealth or State of Pennsyl- shall be chosen by ballot, by the future General Assembly,
tJania shall be governed hereafter by an Assembly of the at their first meeting, and annually forever afterwards, as
Representatives of the freemen of the same, and a Presi- long as such representation shall be necessary. Any Dele-
dent and Council, in manner and form following: gate may be superseded at any time by the General Assem-

SECT. 2d. The supreme legislative power shall be vested bly appointing another in his stead. No man shall sit in
in a House of Representatives of the freemen of the Com- Congress longer than two years successively; nm' be capa-
monwealth or State of Pennsylvania. ble of reelection for three years afterwards. And no person

SECT. 3d. The supreme executive power shall be vested who holds any office in the gift of the Congress shall here-
in a Presidentand Council. after be elected to represent this Commonwealth in Con-

SECT. 4th. Courts of Justice shall be established in the gress.
City of Philadelphia, and in every County of this State. SECT. 12th. If any City or Cities, County or Counties,

SECT.5th. The freemenof this Commonwealth and their shall neglect 01'refuse <toelect and send Representatives to
sons shall be trained and armed for its defence, under such the General Assembly, two-thirds of the members /i'om the
reo-ulations,restrictions, and exceptions, as the General As- Cities or Counties that do elect and send Representatives,
se~lbly shall by law direct; preserving always to tbe people provided they be a majority of the Cities and Counties of
the right of choosingtheir Colonels,and all commissioned the whole State when met, shall have all the powers of the
officers under that rank, in such manner, and as often asby General Assemblyas fully and amply as if the whole were
the said laws shall be directed.

~

present.
SECT. 6th. E~'ery freeman of the full age of twenty-one SECT, 13th. The doors of the House in which the Rep-

years, having resided in this State for the space of one whole resentatives of the freemen of this State shall sit in General
year next before the day of election for Representatives, Assembly, shall be and remain open for the admission of all
and paid publick taxes during that time, shall enjoy the persons who behave decently, except only when the wel-
right of an elector: Provided always, That sons of free- fare of this State may require the doors to be shut.
holders of the ageof twenty-one years b~ entitled to vote, SECT. 14th. The votes and proceedings of the General
although they have not paid taxes. Assembly shall be printed weekly during their sitting, with

SECT.71h. The House of Representati\res of the free- the yeas and nays on any question, vote or resolution, where
men of this Commonwealthshall consistof persons most any two members require it, except when the vote is taken
noted for wisdom and virtue, to be chosen by the freemen by ballot; and when the yeas and nays are so taken, every
of every City and County of this Commonwealth respect- member shall have a right to insert the reasons of his vote
ively: And no person shall be elected, unless he has resided upon the Minutes, if he desires it.
in the City or County for which he shall be chosen, twq SECT. 15th. To the end that laws, before they are enacted,
years immediately before the said election; nor shall any may be more maturely considered, and the inconvenience of
member, while he continues such, hold any otber office, hasty determinations as much as possible prevented, all bills
except in the Militia. of a publick nature shall be printed, for the consideration of

SECT. 8th. No per;:on shall be capable of being elected the people, before they are read in General Assembly the
a member to serve in the House of Representatives of the last time for debate and amendment; and, except on occa-
freemen of this Commonwealth more than four years in sionsof suddennecessity,shall not be passed into laws until
se~-en. the next session of Assembly; and for the more perfect

SECT. 9th. The members of the House of Representa- satisfaction of the publick, the reasons and motives for makin!1
tives shall be chosen annnally by baHot, by the freemen of such laws shall be fully and clearly expressed in the pre~
the Commonwealth, on the second Tuesday in October for ambles.
ever, (except this present year,) and shaH meet on the fourth SECT. 16th. The style of the laws of this Commonwealth
lJ'Ionday of the same month; and shall be styled The Gen- shall be," Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the
eral Assembly oJthe Representatives oJtheJreemen OJPENN- Representatives of the freemen of theCo!lJmonwealth, of
SYLVANIA, and ~hall have power to choose their Speaker, the Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, and by the autho-
Treasurer of the State, and tbeir other officrrs-sit on their rity of the same." And the General Assemblyshall affix'
own adjournments, prepare bills and enact them into laws, their seal to every bill as soon as it is' enacted into a law i

* .
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which seal shall be kept by the Assembly, and shall be
'called " The Seal of the Laws of Pennsylvania," and shal!
not be used for any other purpose.

SECT. 17th. The City of Philadelphia, and each County
in this Commonwealth respectively, shall, on the first Tues-
day of November, in this present year, and on tbe second
Tuesday in October annually for the two next succeeding
years, to wit, the year one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-seven and the year one thousand seven' hundred and
sevehty-eight, choose six persons to represent them in Gen-
eral Assembly; but as representation, in proportion to the
number of taxable inhabitants, is the only principle whieh
can at all times secure liberty and make the voice of a
majority of the people the law of the land, therefore the
General Assembly shall cause complete lists of the taxable

. inhabitants in tbe City and each County in the Common-
wealth respectively to be taken and returned to them on or
before the last meeting of the Assembly elected in the year
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, who shall
appoint a representation to each in proportion to the number
of taxables in such returns; which representation shall con-
tinue for the next seven years afterwards; at the end of
which a new return of the taxable inhabitants shall be made
and a representation agreeable thereto appointed by the said
Assembly, and so on septennially forever. The wages of.
the Representatives in General Assembly, and all other
State charges, shall be paid out of the State treasury..

"
SECT. 18th. In order that the freemen of this Common-

wealth may enjoy the benefit of election as equally as may
be until the representation sball commence as directed in
tbe foregoing section, each County at its own choice may
"be divided into districts, hold elections therein, and elect
their Representatives in the County and their other elective
officers, as shall be hereafter regulated by the General As-
sembly of this State. And no inhabitant of this State sball
have more than one annual vote at the general election for
Representatives in Assembly.

SECT. 19th. For the present the supreme Executive
Council of this State shall consist of twelve persons, chosen
in the following manner: The freemen of the City of Phil-
adelphia, and of the Counties of Philadelphia, Chester, and
BUi:ks, respectively, shaH choose by ballot one person for
the City and one for each County aforesaid, to serve for
three years and no longer, at the time and place for electing
representatives in General Assembly. The freemen of the
Counties of Lancaster, York, Cumbrrlund, and Berks, shall
in like manner elect one person for each County respectively,
to serve as Counsellors for two years and no longer; and the
Counties of Northampton, Bedford, Northumberland, and
WCstmoreland respectively, shall in like manner elect one
person for each County, to serve as Counsellors for one year
and no longer. And at the expiration of tbe time for which
each CounseHor was chosen to serve, the freemen of the
City of P7~iladelphia, and of the several Counties in this
State respectively, shall elect one person to serve as Coun-
seHor for three years and no longer; and so on every third
year forever. B?, this m?de of electi,on an~ continual rot~-
tion more men wIll be tramed to pub lIck busmess; there wIll
in e~ery subsequent year be found in the Council a number
of persons acquainted with the proceedings of the foregoing
years, whereby the business will be more consistently con-
ducted, and moreover the danger of establishing an in-
convenient aristocracy wiH be effectually prevented. All
vacancies in tbe Council that may happen by death, resig-

. nation, or otherwise, shaH be filled at the next general election
for Representatives in General Assembly, unless a particular

. election for that purpose sball be sooner appointed by the
President and Council. No Member of the General As-
sembly or Delegate in Congress shall be cbosen a member
of the Council. The President and Vice President shall be
chosen annually by the joint ballot of the General Assembly
and Council, of the members of the Council. Any person
having served as a Counsellor for tbree successive years,
shall be incapable of holding that office for four years after-
wards. Every member of the Council shall be a Justice of the
Peace for the whole Commonwealth by virtue of his office.

In case new additional Counties shall hereafter be erected
in this State, such County or Counties shall elect a Coun-
sellor, and such County or Counties shall be annexed to
tbe next neighbouring Counties, and shaH take rotation with

. such Counties.
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The Council shaH meet annually, at the same time and
place with the General Assembly.

The Treasurer of the State, Trustees of the Loan Office,
Naval Officers, Collectors of Customs or Excise, Judge of
the Admiralty, Attorneys General, Sheriffs, and Prothonota-
ries, shall not be capable of a seat in the General Assembly,
Executive Council, or Continental Congress.

SECT. 20th. The President, and in his absence the Vice
President, with tbe Council, fiveof wbom shan be a quorum,
shall have power to appoint and commissionate Judges,
Naval Officers, Judge of tbe Admiralty, Attorney General,
and all other officers, civil and military, except such as are
cbosen by the General Assembly or the people, agreeable
to this fi'ame of Government and the laws that may be made
hereafter; and shall supply every'vacancy in any office occa-
sioned by death, resignation, removal, or disqualification,
until the offic~ can be fined in the time and manner directed
by law or this Constitution. They are to correspond with
other States, and transact business with the officers of Gov-
ernment, civil and military, and to prepare such business as
may appear to them necessary to lay before the General
Assembly. They shall sit as judges to hear and determine
on impeachments, taking to their assistance, for advice only,
the Justices of the Supreme Court, and shaH have power to
grant pardons and remit fines in aH cases whatsoever, except
in cases of impeachment; and in cases of treason and mur-
der shall have power to grant reprieves, but not to pardon,
until the end of.the next sessions of Assembly; but there
shan be no remission or mitigation of punisbment on im-
peachments, except by act of the Legislature. They are
also to take care that the laws be faithJully executed; they
are to expedite the execution of such measures as may be
resolved upon by tbe General Assembly; and they may
draw upon the Treasury for such sums as shall be appropri-
ated by the House. They may also lay embargoes, or pro-
hibit the exportation of any commodity, for any time not
exceeding thirty days, in the recess of the House on]y. They
may grant such licenses as shaH be directed by law, and
shall ha \'e power to call together the General Assembly
when necessary before the day to which they sha]] stand
adjourned. The President shan be Commander-in-Chief
of the forces of tbe State, but shan not command in person,
except advised thereto by the Council, and then only so long
as they shaH approve thereof. The President and Council
shal1 have a Secretary, and keep fair books of their proceed-
ings, wherein any Counsellor may enter his dissent with his
reasons in support of it.

SECT. 21st. AH commissions shaHbe in the name and
by the authority of the freemen of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, sealed with the State ~eal, signed by tbe
President 91'Vice President, and attested by the Secretary;
which seal shall be kept by the Council.

SECT. 22d. Every officer of State, whether judicial or
executive, shall be liable to be impeached by the General
Assembly, either when in office or after his resignation or
removal for mal-administration: aH impeachments shaH be
before the President or Vice President and Council, who
shaH hear and determine the same.

SECT. 23d. The Judges of the Supreme Court of Judica-
ture shall have fixed salaries, be commissioned for seven
years only, though capable of reappointment at the end of
that term, but removable for misbehaviour at any time by
the General Assembly: they sbal1not be anowed to sit as
members in the Continental Congress, Executive Council,

"

or General Assembly, nor to hold any other office, civil or
military, nor to take or receive fees or perquisites of any
kind.

SECT. 241h. The Supreme Court and the several Courts
of Common Pleas of this Commonwealth shaH, besides the
powers usually exercised by such Courts, have the powers
of a Court of Cbancery,so far as relates to the perpetuating
testimony, obtaining evidence from places not within this
State, and the care of the persons and estates of those who
are non compotes mentis, and such other powers as may be
found necessary by future General Assemblies,not incon-
sistent witb tbis Constitution.

SECT. 25th. Tria]s shall be by Jury as heretofore: and
it is recommended to the Legislature of this State to provide
by law against every corruption or partiality in the choice,
return, or appointment of Juries.

SECT. 26th. Courtsof Sessions,CommonPleas,and 01'-
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phans' Courts shall be held quarterly in each City and County;
and the Legislature shall have power to establish all such
other Courts as they may judge for the good of the inhabi-
tants of the State. All Courts shall be open, and justice
shall be impartially administered, without corruption or un-
necessary delay: all their officers shall be paid an adequate
but moderate compensation fOl' their services: and if any
officer shall take greater or other fees than the laws allow
him, either directly or indirectly, it shall ever after. disqualify
him from holding any office in this State.

SECT,27th. All prosecutions shall commence in the name
and by the authority of the freerpen of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania; and all indictments shall conclude with
these words: "against the peace and dignity of the same."
The style of all process h~reafter in this State shall be, The
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

SECT. 28th. The person of a debtor, where there is not a
strong presumption of fraud, shall not be continued in prison
after delivering up, bona fide, all his estate, real and personal,
for the use of his creditors, in such mannel' as shall be here-
after regulated by law: all prisoners shall be bailable by
sufficient sureties, unless for capital offences, when the proof
is evident or presumption great.

SECT. 29th. Excessive bail shall not be exacted for bail-
able offences; and all fines shall be moderate.

SECT. 30th. Justices of the Peace shall be elected by the
freeholders of each City and County respectively, that is to
say, two or more persons may be chQSen for each Ward,
Township, or District, as the law shall hereafter direct; and
their names shall be returned to the President in Council,
who shall commission ate one or more of them for each Ward,
Township, or District so returning, for seven years, removable
for misconduct by the General Assembly. But if any City 01'
County, Ward, Township, or District in this Commonwealth,
shall hereafter incline to change the manner of appointing
their Justices of the Peace as settled in this article, the Gen-
eral Assembly may make laws to regulate the same, agree-
able to the desireof a majorityof tbe freeholdersof the City
or Count)', Ward, Townsbip, or District so applying. No
Justice of the Peace shall sit in the General Assembly unless
he first resign his commission; nor shall he be allowed to take
any fees; 1101'any salary or allowance except such as the
future Legislaturemay grant.

SECT. 31st. Sheriffs and Coroners shall be elected annu-
aJly in each City and County by the freemen; that is to say,
two persons for each office, one of whom for each is to be
commissioned by the President in Council. No person shall
continue in the office of Sheriff more tban three successi\'e
years, or be capable of being again elected during four years
afterwards. The election sball be held at the same time
and plac.eappointed for the election of Representatives j and
the Commissioners and Assessors, and other officers chosen
by the people, sball also be then and there elected, as has
been usual heretofore, until altered or otherwise regulated
by the future Legislature of this State.

SECT. 32d. All elections, whether by the people or in
General Assembly, shall be by ballot, fi'ee and voluntary;
and any elector who shall receive any gift or reward for his
vote, in meat, drink, moneys, or otherwise, shall forfeit his
right to elect for tbat time; and suffer sucb other penalty as
future laws sbalt direct. And any person who shall directly
or indirectlygive, promise,or bestowany such rewardsto
be elected, shall be therebyrenderedincapable to serve for
the ensuing year.

SECT. 33d. All fees, license money, fines and forfeitures
heretofore granted, 01' paid to the Governour or his Depu-
ties, for the support of Government, sbalt hereafter be paid
into the publick treasury, unless altered or abolished by the
future Legislature.

SECT. 34th. A Register's Office for tbe probate of wills
and granting letters of administration, and an offic.efor the
recording of deeds, shall be kept in each City and County:
the officers to be appointed by the General Assembly,
removableat their pleasure, and to be commissioned by the
President in Council.

SECT. 35th. The printing presses shan be free to every
person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the
Legislature,or any part of Government.

SECT.36th. As every freeman, to preserve his indepen-
dence, (if withouta sufficient estate,) ought to have some
profession, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may honestly

subsist, there can be no necessity for nor use in establishing
offices of profit, the usual effects of which are dependence
and servility, unbecoming freemen, in the possessors and ex-
pectants; faction, con ten tion, corru ption, and disorder, among
the people. But if any man is called into publick service
to the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a right to a
reasonable compensation; and whenever an office, through
increase of fees, or otberwise, becomes so profitableas to
occasionmany to apply for it, the profits ought to be lessened
by the Legislature.

SECT. 37th. The future Legislature of this State shall
regulate entails, in such a manner as to prevent perpetuities.-

SECT.38th. The penal laws as heretofore used, shalt be
reformed by the future Legislature of this State, as soon as
may be, and punishments made in somecaseslesssanguin-
ary and in general more proportionate to the crimes.

SECT. 39th. To deter more effectually fromthe commission
of crimes, by continued visible punishment of long duration,
and to make sanguinary punisbments less necessary, houses
ought to be provided for punishing by bard labour those
wbo shall be convicted of crimes not capital; wherein the
criminals shall be employed for the benefit of the publick,

.
or for reparationof injuries done to pri vate persons; and all
persons at proper times shall be admitted to see the prisoners
at their lahoUl'.

SECT. 40th. Every officer, whether judicial, executive or
mi]itary, in authority under this Commonwealth, shall take
tbe following oath or affirmation of allegiance, and general
oath of office, before he enter on the execution of his office:

The Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance.

"I . . . . . . , dosweal'(or affirm) that I will be true
and faithful to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and
tbat I wi]] not, directly or indirectly, do any act or thing
prejudicial or injurious to the Constitution or Government
thereof, as established by the Convention."

The Oath or Affirmation of office.

"1 . . . . . , doswear(or affirm) that 1 will faithfully
execute the office of - for the - of -, and I will
do equal right and justice to all men, to the best of my
judgment and abilities, according to law."

SECT. 41st. No publick tax, custom, or contribution, shall
be imposed upon or paid by the people of this State, except
by a law for that purpose; and before any law be made for
raising it, the purpose for which any tax is to be raised ouO'ht
to appear clearly to the Legislature to be of more service" to
the community than the money would be, if not collected,
which, being well observed, taxes can never be burthens.

SECT.42d. Every foreigner of goodcharacter,whocomes
to settle in tbis State, having first taken an oath or affirma-
tion of allegiance to the same, may purchase, or by other
just means acquire, hold, and transfer land or other real
estate; and after one year's residence, shall be deemed a
free denizen thereof, and entitled to all the rights of a natural
born subject of this State, except that he shan notbe capable
of being elected a Representative until after two years' resi-
dence.

SECT. 43d. The inhabitants of this State shall have
liberty to fowl and hunt in seasonable times OR tbe lands
they hold, and on all otber lands therein not enclosed; and
in like manner to fish in all boatable waters and others not
private property.

. .

SECT. 44th. A school or schools shall be establishedin
each County by the Legislature, for the convenient instruc-
tion of youth, with such salaries to the masters paid by the
publick as may enable tbem to instruct youth at low prices:
And all useful learning shall be duJy encourap'ed and pro-
moted in one or more Universities.

0

SECT. 45th. Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and
prevention of vice and immorality, shall be made and con-
stantlykept in force,and provisionshall be made for their
due execution: And all religious societies or bodies of men
heretofore united or incorporated for the advancement of
religion and learning, or fm other pious and charitable pur-
poses, shall be encouraged and protected in the enjoyment
of the privileges, immunities, and estates, which they were
accustomed to enjoy, or could of right have enjoyed under
the laws and former Constitution of this State.

SECT. 46th. The Declaration of Rights is hereby declared
to be a part of the Constitution of this Commonwealth, and
ought never to be violated on any pretence whatever.
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SECT. 47th. In order that the freedom of this Common-
wealth may be presel'ved inviolate for ever, there shall be
chosen by ballot by the freemen in each City and County
respectively, on the second Tuesday in October, in the year
oriethol1,sand seven hundred and eighty-three, and on the
'second Tuesday in October in every seventh year thereafter,
'twopersbrisin each City and County of this State, to be
'called the Council of Censors; who shall meet together on
the second ~[onday of November next ensuing their elec-
tion; the majority of whom shall be a quorum in every case,
except as to calling a Convention, in which two-thirds of
the whole l)umber elected shaH agree; and whose duty it
shall be to inquire whether the Constitution has been pre-
served inviolate in every part; and whether the legislative
and executive branches of Government have performed
their duty as guardians of the people, or assumed to them-
selves, or ex.ercised other or greater powers than they are
entitled to by the Constitution; they are also to inquire
whether the publick taxes have been justly laid and col-
lected in all parts of this Commonwealth, in what manner
the pub1ick moneys have been disposed of, and whether the
laws have been duly executed: For these purposes they
shall have power to send for persons, papers, and records;
they shall have authority to pass publick censures, to order
impeachments, and to recommend to the Legislature the
repealing such laws as appear to them to have been enacted
contrary to the principles of the Constitution: These pO\vers
they shall continue to have for and during the space of one
year fi'om the day of their election, and no longer: The
said Council of Censors shall also have power to call a
Convention, to meet within two years after their sitting, if
there appear to them an absolute necessity of amending any
article of the Constitution which may be defective, explain-
ing such as may be thought not clearly eX,pressed, and of
adding such as are necessary for the preservation of the
rights and happiness of the people: But the articles to be
amended, and the amendments proposed, and such articles
as are proposed to be added or abolished, shall be promul-
gated at least six months before the day appointed for the
election of such Convention, for the previous consideration
of the people, that they may have an opportunity of in-
structing their Delegates on the subject.

On motion, Ordered, That the .president and every
Member of this Convention present do sign the same;

Which being accordingly done, it was thereupon
Ordered, That the Constitution of this Commonwealth,

as now agreed to and signed by the :Members of this Con-
vention, be committed to the charge of the Council of Safety,
with directions to deliver the same to the General Assembly
of this State, at their first meeting, immediately after they
shall have chosen their Speaker.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. Can-
non, and Mr. Matlack, be a Committee to settle the inci-
dental expenses of this Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That the President of this Con-
vention be allowed the same wages as the Speaker of the

. late House of Assembly, and that the Vice President draw
an order on the State Treasurer for the amount thereof.

On motion, Resolved, That MI'.Rittenhouse, Mr. Jacobs,
and Mr. Clymer, be a Committee to prepare the Seals for
the future Legislature and Executive Council of this State.

Resolved, That immediate publick notice be given by the
Secretary, that the freemen of this State are empowered, by
the frame of Government this day passed, to choose at their

.

next election for Representatives, in the City of Philadel-
phia and each County, one person as a Counsellor of State.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety be directed to pre-
pare materials necessary for printing Paper Currency for
this State, to be ready at the time of the first meeting of
the General Assembly.

Resolved, That Mr. Cannon, Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel
Matlack, and Colonel Bull, be a Committee to revise the
Minutes of this Convention, and print two hundred and
fifty copies of the same, together with the Constitution, Or-
dinances, &c., (one hundred of which to be bound,) for the
use of the Members of this House.

On motion, Resolved, That the President of this Con-
vention fill up and sign a commission for General Roberdeau,
as first Brigadier-General of this State; and that he also

fill up and sign a commission for General Ewing, as second
Brigadier-General of this State.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Cannon, MI'. Ritten-
house, and Colonel lJtlatlack, be a Committee to draw up an
address to the publick, setting forth tbe reasons which in-
duced this Convention to make the several Ordinances and
Resolves whicb tbey have passed in tbe course of the sitting
of this Convention.

The Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into
tbe complaints of the mutinous soldiers was again rcad, and

Ordered to be referred to the Council of Safety.

Major Coates and Major LoUer, two of the gentlemen
elccted yesterday to visit the Troops raised in this State, at
New- York Island and Ticonder!Jga, informed the Conven-
tion that the state of their domestick affairs was such that
they could not possibly serve on that duty: Whereupon the
House proceeded to the election of two otber gentlcmen in
their stead, when Colonel Potter and Colonel Clark were
chosen by ballot for that service.

The Petition of Peter Withington for a Captaincy, was
again read, and referred to the Council of Safety.

The draft of a Commission amI Instructions to the gen-
tlemen chosen to visit the Troops of this State was read
and appro\'ed of, and is as follows:

"PENNSYLVANIA, ss.

"The Honourable the Convention of the Commonwealth
of PENNSYLVANIA, to E. T., Esquire.

" SIR: You are hereby commissioned and instructed (in
conjunction with A Band C D) immediately to repair to
the army near New- York and at Ticonderoga, and make a
particular inquiry into the condition and state of the troops
raised in or by this State; whether they are properly sup-
plied with necessaries, and whether the quartermasters,
commissaries, payrnasters, and otber officers for the supply-
ing of clothing, provisions, &c., have done their duty, and
therein particularly to attend to the information which you
shall receive from inteJligent privates as weJl as officers.
You are to engage all officers and privates, who are willing
to serve during the war, on the terms offered by the honour-
able Congress. You are to inquire into the merits of such
officers, that propel' promotions may take place when neces-
sary. You are to inquire into the condition and state of
the arms and accoutrements of the troops, and to make true
returns of aJl such and other matters as you may find neces-
sary, with all convenient dispatch, to the Council of Safety
or future House of Assembly. This commission and in-
struction to continue until altered or annulled by this Con-
vention, the Council of Safety, or the future House of
Assembly.

"By order of the Convention."

The Report made on the 13tb instant,hy the Committee
on Military Affairs, was again read, and ordered to be re-
fen'ed to the Council of Safety, except as to that part which
relates to the Brigadier-Generals.

Colonel Potter informed the House that he had been
desired, by the Delegates in Congress for this State, to
acquaint the House that they were desired to appoint and
nominate the officers for the Battalion to be raised in the
Counties of Northampton and Northumberland. Where-
upon the Honse proceeded to the election by ballot of Field-
Officers for the said Battalion, when William Cook, Esquire,
was chosen to be recommended as Colonel; Ne~'5le Gray,
Esquire, as Lieutenant-Colonel; and James Crawford, Esq.,
as Major.

The appointment of the other officers is referred to the
Council of Safety.

On motion,Resolved, That thoseAssociatorswho have
neglected or refused to march into Jersf!Yand serve agree-
able to the resolution of the bonourable Congress and this
Convention,or who have returnedwithout having served
six weeks, or having a regular discharge, be considered as
Non-Associators, and fined and assessed as such by the
Commissioners and Assessors appointed by an Ordinance of
this Convention respecting Non-Associators.

The 1\'Iemorial from Northumberland was read again, and
Ordered to be referred to the Council of Safety.
The House resumed the consideration of Colonel Slagle's
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Lettel', desiring to be excused from his office of Commis-
sioner [or the Flying-Camp; and it was

Resolved, That his request be granted, and that Major
Coates be appointed in his stead. .

On motion, Ordered, That the Pt'esident sign orders on
the State Treasurer [or the wages and mileage of each mem-
ber of this Convention.

On motion, Ordered, That the Secretary of this Con-
vention have the same wages as have been usually paid to,
the Clerk of the Assembly. But, as the Secretary has not

kept any account of particulars, the President is to ascertain
the same, according to the rate and in proportion to the
account settled for Charles Moore, Esq., in September last,
and to draw an order on the State Treasurer [or that sum.

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Conven-
tion be given to the President [or the honour he has done it
by filling the chair during the deb<Jtes on the most important
parts of the Bill of Rights and fr'ame of Government, and
[or his able and disinterested advice thereon.

Then the Convention rose.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
In Council of Safety, September 2, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, John Hnb-
ley, Joseph Blewer, Prederick Kuhl, R

.

enry Keppele, Samuel
It-forris, Sen., Chairman, Owen Biddle, James Cannon.

Mr. Robert Towers was directed to deliver Colonel Porter
thirteen stand of Arms, taking his receipt.

John M Nesbitt, Esq., was directed to pay John Young,
Jun., £243 15s., [or sixty-five l\luskets and Bayonets; to
pay Richard Dennis £31 5s., for fifty barrels of Tar, de-
livered Captain Hazlewood, for the use of Fire Rafts; to pay
Captain Joseph Blewer £2, for eight hundred Flints, de-
livered Mr. Towers; to pay Valentine Vanhalt £9 2s. 3d.,
for victualing Militia on their march to this city; to be
charged to Congress.

Resolved, That Abraham Hargis be appointed a Lieu-
tenant in the Rifle Regiment commanded hy Colonel
Samuel Miles; and that lVIr.John ftIIorton, Esq., do com-
mission him accordingly, to bear date the 6th July last.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Hugh Lloyd
-£ 185 9s. 8d., of which £ 177 6s. to be charged to Colonel
Lloyd, bE'ingforArms, Blankets, &c., and £8 13s. 8d., being
for Mileage, &c., for one hundred and forty-two men of his
Battalion; to pay Robert lWcCnlloch £5 10s. for a Rifle,
bought for the use of Captain ~Iorrison's Company, Colonel
Porter's Battalion, to be charged to the Colonel ;to pay for
mileage of five men of Captain Boyd's Company, Colonel
Porter's Battalion, seventy-six miles, at one penny each,
-£ 1 lIs. 8d.; to be charged to Congress.

Resolved, That Samuel ~Iifflin, Esq., be appointed Com-
modore and Commander-in-Chiefof all the Naval Arma-
ments of this State, and that the President be requested to
send him his commission, with orders to repair to his com-
mand.

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle be authorized to import
from St. Eustatia such necessaries for clothing and equip-
ping the Troops employed in the service of the State as
may be wanted for that purpose, on accollntof this State.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of ~Iat-
thew Hand, for £50, towards Bounty Money for a Com-
pany now raising by him for the Flying-Camp; to be charged
to his Account.

Mr. Towerswasdirectedto deliverColonelSmith ninety
j;tand of Arms, for the use of his Battalion, taking his re-
ceipt.

Mr. Towers was directed to pay Captain Joseph Blewer
£2 IOs., for a Fusee delivered to Mr. Towers.

The Council adjourned to two o'clock in the afternoon
when the following Members met: '

Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rittenhouse
Vice President, Owen Biddle, Frederick Knhl, John .Afoore'
Henry Keppele, Samuel 11'Iorris, Sen., Joseph Blewer;
George Gray.

Dis<::harge Gilmore, 8;c.

In Council of Safety, September 3, 1776.

Present: Thomas TVharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Samuel ~Iorris, Frederick Kuhl, John Moore
Owen Biddle, Joseph Blewer, Hem-y Keppele, Georg~
Gray. .

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Peter Grub
£95 for Cartouch Boxes, bought by him for the use of his
Battalion, to be charged to !~e Colonel, and £ 19 for forty
Cartouch .Boxes; to pay Plul1p Tflert £ 135 for ninety days'
S.hallop lme, ~nd MartinrVe~t £55 10s. for thirty-seven days'
ditto, they bemg employed 10 the service of this State i to

pay Andrew Work £4 15s. 6d., for Blankets purchased by
Captain John Eackman, of Colonel Porter's Battalion, to
be charged to the Colonel; to pay Jacob Frits £3 6s., for
two Guns, to be charged to ColonelHill; to pay Peter
Knight and George Graham for providing the families of
Associators of Fourth Battalion £7 17s. 6d.; to pay Captain
JamesFalconer for expenses mounting Guard at Magazine,
State House, &c., £ 16 16s.3d.; to pay Captain Knox
£ 18 3s. for the same purpose-charge Congress; to pay
Colonel Peter Grub for Arms taken from Non-Associators,
and distributed to his Battalion £402 Os. ld., to be charged
to Colonel Grub; to pay Captain Lawer one hundred and
four meals, at nine pence, £3 18s., Colonel Potts's Battalion,
to be charged to Congress; to pay Captain Walery Ming
£3 for a Drum and Drumhead for his Company, of Colonel
~[atlack's Battalion; to pay Co]onel Peter Grub £6. 3s.6d.
for thirteen Cartouch Boxes, for the use of his Battalion.

Messrs. ~[ease 8; Caldwell were requested to pay Captain
~Icll'Iullen's Company for their attendance as City Guards,
agreeable to the lVIustermaster's Return.

In Council Qf Safety, September 4, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Samuel
Morris, John Hubley, Joseph Blewer, George Gray, Fred-
erick Kuhl, James Cannon, Owen Biddle.

John ~L Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer, was directed to pay
Colonel Robert .Af'Pherson £6 14s. for diet of part of his
Battalion on their march towards New-Jersey:

To pay £ 16 ] 5.~.6£1. to Jehoshaphat Polk for Cartouch
Boxes, &c., to be charged to Colonel Porter, beiner for
Captain Patton's Company of his Battalion:

0

To pay Esther Burke for two weeks' nursinerof one of
Colonel :iJfiles'sBattalion, £1 ~s.

0

Resolved, That the remainder of the Militia under the
command of Colonel James Wilson, of Cumberland County,
that have not marched to New-Jersey,be orderedto remain
in said County for the defence of the frontiers thereof, until
further orders from this Board.

In Council of Safety, September 5,1776.

Present: Thoma.~ Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Samuel.Aforris, Sen., Owen Biddle, Henry Kep-
pele, James Cannon, Joseph Blewer, John 1fTeitzel, John
Hubley.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay Samuel Robbins £25
lIs. IOd., for repairingarmedboat JlVarren.

Mr. Towers to deliver Messrs. Dehaven 8; Co. ~OOwt.
Brass.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Messrs. Dehaven 8; Co. £500; charged
to them.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt in favour of John
It-fitcltel,Esq., for £ 1,500, to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Captain Shibley £12 15s. 3d., for
diet; Captain Lowers £ 1 16s. 9d., for diet of Colonel
Potts's Battalion; to be charged to Congress.

To pay TobiasRudolph 18s. for Horse Hire goinD'after
Thomas; to be charged to Congress.

Q

To pay James 8; Drinker £132 l~s. 3d., for Sash
Weights delivered ThQmas Nevell.

To pay Captain John Eackman for Dinner for sixteen
men l~s., to be charged to Congress, and 2is. for repairing
Arms.

To pay Jacob Garrigues £4 17s. 82d., for nursing a
Sergeant of Captain Grub's Company, Colonel.Afiles's Bat-
taJion.

To pay Andrew Work 13s. for expenses for providing
necessaries for Captain Eckman's Company.
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.Mr. Towers. was directed to deliver Captain Jack twenty
stand of Arms, for the use of his Company, of Colonel Alli-
son's Battalion.

In Council of Safety, Septemuer 6,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Joseph Blewer, John weitzel, Herln.j Keppele,
John Hubley, James Cannon, John Moore, Bel!Jamin Bar-
tholomew, Samuel Morris, Sen., George Gray.

John M. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Moore, Esq.,
£250, to be by him delivered to the Committee of In~pec-
tion and Observation for Westmoreland County, for the
purpose of paying off the Troops in that County raised for
the defence of the fi'(mtiersof said County.

Mr. lVesbitt was directed to pay an Order drawn on this
Board by Joseph Kirkbride, in favourof EbenezerLundy,
for £200, for the purpose of purchasing Tents for the use of
his Battalion of Bucks County.

To pay Andrew Park lIs. for expenses in providing
Provisions for Captain John Tweed's Company, of Colonel
Porter's Battalion; to be chargp,d to Congress.

To pay James Gresswold for porterage of Powder and
Lead, imported per Captain Bell, £13 5s. 6d.

Resolved, That the Gunsmiths employed in making Arms
for this State be allowed £4 1Os.for every good Musket with
a Bayonet.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Messrs. Peter Deha-
ven S; Co. 150 wt. of Copper, for the use of the Lock Fac-
tory.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay diet for five Companies
of Colonel Potts's Battalion, viz:

Captain Protyman £7 17s. 6d.; Captain Den'inger £5
16s.3d.; Captain Bishop £7 19s.; Captain Potts £9 4s.6d.:
and Captain Richards £7 13s.; to be charged to Congress.

.

To pay Martin Holman for 84 Meals for Captain Joshua
Evans's Company of Eighth Battalion, Lancaster County,
£33s.; for 410 Meals for Captain William Parry's Com-
pany £ 15 7s. 6d.; for 39.1 Meals for Captain John Jones,
£12 Os. 9d.; to be charged to Congress.

To pay Captain Henry Weaver £ 11 2s. 9d., for diet for
his Company, Colonel Grub's Battalion; to be charged to
Congress. .

To pay Samuel Rain for'boarding a sick man belonging
to Captain Farmer's Company, Colonell)liles's Battalion,
£1 7s. 9d.

To pay John Britton £9.6 14s. II~d., for Boards and
Scantling for Sentry-Boxes of Guard-Houses, for Continen-
tal service, to be charged to Congress; and £ 19 4s. lOd.
for Boards and Scantling for the use of the Magazine at
State House.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Shievly for dieting
three Companies of Colonel Peter Grub's Battalion, viz:

Captain Isaac Adams £13 10s.; Captain Henry Weaver
£7 4s.; and Captain D. Morgan £ 17 6s. 6d.; to be charged
to Congress.

To pay Robert Towers £37 16s. 3d., for making Car-
tridges, Saltpetre, &c.

Two Orders were drawn on Mr. Nesbitt in fa\'our of
Walters S; Bedwell, one for £30, the other £40; making
£70 towards their Account for refining Sulphur.

To pay Lewis Guion £5 for a Rifle delivered Colonel
Matlack; to be charged to Colonel Matlack.

To pay John Davison £ 13 6s. for 28 Cartouch-Boxes
for Captain Culberson'sCompany, to be charged to Colonel
James Armstrong; and £2 17s. for 6 Cartouch-Boxes for
Captain McCune, to be charged to Colonel Clark.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Ludwig Kercher £636
9s., being the balance of his Account for victualing the
Troops in the pay of this State per account certified by Mr.
Rittenhouse, Mr. Hillegas, and Mr. Gray, a Committee ap-
pointed to settle said Kercher's Account.

A Commission was filled up for Samuel ]}[ijJlin,Esquire,
Commodore in the Fleet in the service of this State, dated
the 2d instant, and a Letter wrote to him to return from
Amboy, (where he now is,) and take the Fleet immediately
under his care and direction.

A Letter was also wrote to General Alercer, requesting he
will permit Commodore MijJlin to return home for that
purpose.

A Petition was read from William White pain, a Midship-
man on board the ship Montgomery, praying that lie may
be discharged, as he expects to go into the Continental ser-
vice: After consideration of said Petition, it was

Resolved, That said William Whitpain be discharged
£I'om the service of this State.

In Council of Safety, September 9,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, President, David Ritten-
house, Vice President,SamuelAlorris, Sen., TimothyMat-
lack, John Weitzel, Joseph Blewer, Henry Keppele, Jun.,
James Cannon, Fred. Kuhl, George Gray.

Robert Towers was directed to deliver to Captain Goudy,
of Colonel James TVilson'sBattalion, 6 Muskets, taking his
receipt.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Tyler S; Co., for
repairing Arms, £8 3s.

To pay James webb, for stocking Guns, &c., £6 19s. 6d.
To pay Dr. James Dunlap £ 16 13s. 6d., for Medicine,

&c., for the Ilse of the Fleet.
Mr. Towers to deliver C1ptain Jack four stand of Arms

for Colonel Allison's Batta!ion, Cumberland County.
Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Mears £6 2s. 6d.

for Arms, &c., delivered to Colonel Henry Haller, to be
charged to the Colonel.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain John Tweed
£ 14, for t\\'o Rifles, to be charged to the Colonel.

James Ferree, Esquire, of Germantown, was directed to
deliver Dr. Harris one ton of Saltpetre and 500 weight of
Sulphur, out of the stores under his direction.

Mr. Nesbitt \vas directed to pay Jonathan Butcher £3,
for Blankets bought for Colonel Kirkbride's Battalion, of
Bucks County; to be charged to the Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Wm. Stadleman £ 135
13s. 3d., for dieting sundry Troops en their march to
Camp; to be charged to Congress.

An Order was given Robert Jewell, Esquire, who was
authorized and requested to receive the bodies of Messrs.
James Forrest, Thomas Ryan, and Shanks, into his custody,
they being Prisoners of War, taken by Captain Isaiah Ro-
binson, of the ~rmed sloop Sachem.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Lieutenant-Colonel
Peter Heydrick, of Colonel Green's Battalion, of Lancaster
County, sixty stand of Arms.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay Abraham Hasselberg,
£7 5s. 10d.; to pay &hlosser S; Frank, £2 18s.; to pay
ditto, £4 2s.; to pay Belljaml~nTown, £ 1 lIs. 4d.; being
for Sundries for the use of the Artillery Companies.

lVIr.Nesbitt was directed to pay James AlcBride £9. lOs.,
for a smooth Rifle; to be charged to Colonel Green.

To pay Alexander Kidd £6 2s. 6d., for Rifle; to be
charged to Colonel Green.

To pay Alexander Kidd £1 5s., for Blankets; to be
charged to Colonel Green.

To pay Valentine ,Weaver £6 14s. 3d., for dieting
Captains Dehuff's and Marshall's Companies.

To pay John Davis 30s.
To pay Michael Zigler £33 16s. 6d., for forty-two

Blankets and CoverIids; to be charged to Colonel Thomas
Potts.

To pay Thomas Curge, for repairing Arms belonging to
Captain Gurney's Company, 16s. 9d.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay Samuel Davison, late
Commodore of the Fleet, his wages to this day.

In Council of Safety, September 10, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Fred. Kuhl, Timothy Matlack.
. An Order was drawn on John M. Nesbitt, Esq., Trea-

surer, who was directed to pay Mr. Isaac Levan £50, on
aCCQuntof the Committee of Berks County, for supplying
the Families of poor Associators, who are now in actual
service, with necessaries; to be charged to said Committee.

The Committee of Inspection and Obsen'ation of Read-
ing, in Berks County, having represented to the Board the
necessity of keeping a Guard in that Town,

Resolved, That the Committee of Reading be empow-
ered to appoint a small Guard in that Town, so long as
the Prisonersof War shaH residethere, and this Board will
take proper measures to defray the expense attending it.
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I n Council of Safety, September 11, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., Presidt-'nt, Joseph
Blewer, Fred. K1thl, James Cannon, Henry Keppele, Jun.,
John Weitzel, George Gray.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay the foHowingAccounts:
Benjamin Wallace, for seventy-four Rations, Captain

James McConnel's Company, £2 15s. 6d.; charge to
Congress.

Ditto, f(Jrty-four Meals, Captain William. Ashton, Col-
onel Ditfs Battalion, York County, £1 13s.6d.; charge
to Con~ress.

Ditto, sixty-six Meals, Captain William Huston, Second
Battalion, Cumberland County, £2 9s. tid.; charge to Con-
gress.

.'

Ditto, forty-four Meals, Captain James Chamberlin, Fifth
Battalion, York County, £, I 13s. 6d.; charge to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay the following Accounts:
Richard Jacob, for dieting Militia on their march to-

wards this City, in order to join the Troops at Camp, New-
Jersey, £66 lis. IOd.; to be charged to Congress.

Captain Patrick Jack, for diet to this City, for Colonel
Allison's Battalion, Cumberland County, £32 2s.; to be
charged to Congress.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
John Cox, for £ 1000; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Captain John Tweed, for twenty-four
stand of Arms, taken from Non-Associators, £89; to be
charged to Colonel Porter, of Lancaster County.

To pay Captain James Miller, for a Rifle, £5; to be
charged to Colonel Porter.

To pay Ebenezer Lundy £ 180, for balance of his Ac-
count, for forty Tents for Colonel Kirkbride's Battalion.

Ebenezer Lundy £ 137 lOs., for Cartouch Boxes and
Bayonet Belts, delivered Mr. Towers.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of MI'.
John Weitzel, for £300, towards Arms making in North-
umberland County; to be charged to the Commissioners.

To pay Mary Miller, for diet of .Militia,£56 12s.; to
be charged to Congress.

Michael Stadleman £35 4s. 3d., for diet Militia; to be
charged to Congress.

Valentine Vanhall, for diet Militia, £8 5s.; to be charged
to Cong-ress.

John Kling, for a Rifle deli\'ered to Captain John Doug-
lass, £3 IOs.; to be charged to Colonel Matlack.

Jeremiah Baker, for Wood delivered at Barracks, £50
19s. 2d.; to be charged to Congress.

Colonel Timothy Green, of Lancaster County, £403 Is.
6d., for Arms, Blankets, &c.; to be charged to his account.

Order of Colonel William .L'tlontgomery, for £6 7s., for
two Guns, two Bayonets, and one Cartouch Box; to be
charged to Colonel Montgomery.

William Sutton gave his parole not to go more than seven
miles from this City.

Commission gmnted for Sloop Jupiter, privateer, Francis
lllingsworth Commander, eighty tons, ninety-five men,
fourteen carriage guns, owned by Nicholas Low Sf Co.

painting Ammunition Cart~, &c., £5 6s.; Captain Robert
Hardie £4 IOs., for b(Junty to thrl'e men.

Resolved, That proper persons be immediately employed
in each County of this ::)Iate to purchase up all the B]ankets,
coarse Linens, Woollen Cloths, Mittens and StockiuO's,
which can be had, Ii)r the use of our Troops.

0

As the Associa tors of the St. te of Pennsylvania who ha ve
been called into service are now reLUl'lling, therefore

Resolved, That this Board do apply to Congress, praying
that direction3 may be given for paying in this City their
wages and mileage; and request that Congress will explain
wbether it is intended by their resol ve re,-pecting l\1ileage,
that the Officers should have as many pence per mile as
they are allowed rations by resolve of Congress. .

Mr. Ne.~bittwas directed to pay John Reed £ II 12s.6d"
for dieting four Companies of Militia; to be charged to
Congress.

Captain John McDowell, for Bayonet Belt, &c., 178.
6d.; to be charged 10Colonel William Montgomery.

Captain John lYlcDowelt, lor Cartouch Boxf's, Bayonet
Belts, repairing Drum and Arms, &c., £3 2s.; to be
charged to Colonel William lYlontgomery. _

Archibald Thompson £4 7s. 9d., for dieting ~Captain
Adams' and Captain 1Jforgan's Companies, of Colonel Peter
Grub's Battalion; to be charged to Congress.

Permission was given for Christopher lYlcClure, Thomas
Gaskit, Isaac Tublin, and Benjamin Clijfton, Blacksmiths,
on board our Fleet, to come to this City, to work on An-
chors making by De O.ffley for the Continental Frigates, if
they are not a]ready employed in the service of this State.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas Miles 14~. for
rifling one Gun, for Captain Patrick Jack; to be charlfed
to Colonel John Allison, Cumberland County; and £2 "2s.
for rifling three Guns, for Captain John Tweed's Com-
pany, of ColonelPorter's Battalion. '

James Gillingham, for ninety-eight Splinters delivered
Doctor Duffield, £2 9s.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Robert Towers £59 2s.
6~., for wages of Workmen at State House, making Car-
tndges, &c.

Jamf!,sPorter £ I 9s. 3d., for dietinO'thirty-nine men,
of Captain John Boyd's Company, Col~nel Thomas Por-
ter's Battalion.

James Porter £2 8s., diet sixty-four men, Captain Reed's
Company, Colonel Smith, York County.

James Porter £2 8s. 9d., diet for sixty-five men, Cap-
tain William Ross's Company, Colonel Thomas Porter's
Battalion.

Joseph Ogden, for Ferriage of Militia, £36178. 3d.; to
be charged to Congress. .

In Council of Safety, September 14, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Samuel
Morris, Sen., Timothy Matlack, Joseph Blewer, Henry
Keppele, Jun., Frederick Kuhl, John ]}[oore, John Weitzel,
George Gray, James Cannon.

Four new Members added to the Board by Conven-
tion, viz: John Bayard, John Cox, Francis Gurney, and
Samuel C. lYlorris, the II tb.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Arthur Thomas five
weeks' Boarding in the State Prison £5; to be charged to
Congress.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Peter
Dehaven Sf Co., for £500; to be charged to their account,
being on account of Lock Factory.

.Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay James Parki.~on £8 5s.,
for two hundred and twenty Meals, Captain Lewis Wil-
liams's Company, Colonel Matthew Dill's Battalion.

Mr. Francis Gurney appeared, took and subscribed the
qualification directed by Convention.

Mr: Nesbitt was directed to pay Charles Barnet £20 6s.,
for Drums, Arms, &c.; to be charged to Colonel Dill and
Colonel Donaldson.

In Councilof Safety,.Sept~mber13,1776: Resolved, That Captain Blewer and Mr. Gurney be em-
P~esent: Thomas U1lu~rton,J un., Da~ld Rzttenhouse, VIce powered to contract with some person or persons to fill up

President, SamuelMorr.zs, Sen., Fredenck Kuhl, James Can- and complete the Piers sunk in the channel of the river
non, Joseph Blewer, Tzmothy ]}Iatlack, George Gray. Delaware, near Fort Island, and fix the Chain for stoppinO'

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay David Dominick for the navigation upon an emergency.
0
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In Council of Safety, September 12, 1776.

Present: David Ritttnhouse, Vice President, Timothy
Matlack, SamuellYlorris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, Frederick
Kuhl, Henry Keppele, Jun., James Cannon.

John M. Nesbitt, Esquire, Treasurer, was directed to pay
Thomas lYloss £4 lOs., for nursing a sick man of .Major
Proctor's Company of Artillery.

The Minutes of a part of the Council, September 10,
was read to the Board; whereupon, it was

Resolved, That the said Proceedings be confirmed.

Resolved, That on Saturday next the Council will take
the Naval Armaments of this State, and tbe Guard for tbis
City, into their consideration; and the Secretary is ordered
to summon the Members to meet on that day precisely at
eight o'clock, A. M.
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Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Major John Rogers for
Drums purchased for the use of Colonel Timothy Green's
Battalion, of Lancaster County, £45 17s.; to be charged
to the Colonel.

Captain Steel £82 12s. 6d., for Mileage of his Com-
pany to and from this City-to be charged to Congress-Col-
onel Robert Callender's Battalion, of Cumberland County.

Adjol1rnerl to half past three o'clock, when the follo~ing
Members met: David Rittenhou~e, Vice Presirlent, Ttmo-
thy Matlack, Joseph Blewer, George Gray, Francis Gur-
ney.

In Council of Safety, September 16, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Vice Pn~sident, George Gray, Frederick Kuhl,
John Moore, Timothy ~[atlack, Joseph Blewer,. Francis
Gurney, John Bull, James Cannon, Samuel Morns, Sen.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Benjamin Hall £33
15s. 9~d., for Bolts and Spikes for the Piers.

A Letter was wrote to Commodore Samuel ~[ijftin, re-
questing his speedy return to this City to take the Naval
Armaments under his care.

John Bayard and Samuel Cad. Morris appeared and took
and sl1bscr'lbed the ql1alifieation directed by Convention.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Galbreath £ I
Os. 9d., for repairing Arms belonging to his Battalion.

To pay Conrad Snyder for Mileage for sixteen men two
hundred and forty miles, £ 17 12s. 6d., on their return from
Camp; to be charged to Congress.

The Accounts of Mileage for the Militia of this State
havin<Tso constantly employed the time of the Board, that
the n~litary affairs of this State have suffered exceedingly
thereby.

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Accounts be here-
after referred to the Continental Treasury Office.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver to Captain Daniel
Joy five hundred pounds of Powder for proving Cannon.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay widow ~[cEnry £4 15s.,
for a Rifle delivered Captain John Douglass; JObe charged
to Colonel ~fliIatlack.

Resolved, That a House be taken for a Hospital, and that
a Matron be hired to nurse sick Soldiers of this State.

Resolved, That Doctor Geranlus Clarkson be appointed
to attend the sick in the said Hospital.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Vaitntine Vanholt
£1 19s. 8d., for diet fifty-two men, Captain John Bags's
First Bdttalion Cumberland County.

.Mr. Towers, to deliver Captain Lewis Williams, of Col.
Dill's Battalion, thirty-two stand of Arms.

An Order was drawn on tbe Marine Committee for what
Arms are due from Congress to this State, to be delivered
to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Major Thomas P.roc-
tor one hundreq and thirteen stand of Arms.

Colonel Timothy Matlack was directed, per order, to
deliver Robert ~Iorris, Esquire, Chairman of the Secret
Committee, thirty-five thousand Flints, to be charged to
Congress.

Mr. Peter Brown was ordered to procure what Iron he
mav want for tbe service of bis State.

Resolved, ThatM r. Wharton and Mr. Bayard be directed
to encra"e and send off, as soon as possible, three fast-sailing
Sloops ~r Schooners, to bring in such articles of Clothing,
Blankets, and oth\:'r necessaries as are wanted for tbe use of
the Troops belonging to this State.

Resolved, That Mr. Nesbitt be directed to appoint some
proper per~on to pay ~he .Battali.ons belon~ing to this State
in !be Continental service JUquahty of Regll11ental Paymas-
ter, and dispatch him immediately to lhe Camp_

.

Resolved, That application be made to the Board of War
to know whether the Council may proceed immediately to
erect the Fortification at Billingsport, agreeable to such
plan as the Council may think best, the inhabitants of this
State bein<Tvery uneasy on account of the deJays in this
matter; anod that Mr. Rittenhouse and Co]onel Bayard do

wait on the Board of War with said resol vc.
Resolved, That apillication be made to the Members of

Convention for tbe several Counties, and reqnest them to
recommend proper persons in their respectivt' Counties to
be employed by Ihis Conncil to purchase Blankt'ts, coarse
Woollen, Linens, and Stockings, for the use of the Troops
belonging to this State.

Resolved, That application be made to the BOf1rdof War
to employ the Marines now in this Ci~y as guards ov~r the
Frigates, Prison, and Powder, belongllJg to the Contment,
&c.

In_Council of Safely, September 17,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jr., President, John Bayard,
Fmncis Gurney, Frederick Kuhl, John Hubley, Georf{c
Gray, Samuel Morris, Timothy ~Iatlack, John Bull, DavId
Rittenhouse, Henry Keppele, Owen Biddle.

Mr. Kuhl was requested to deliver to Mr. Jacob Shoema-
ker tbe Money found in George Crow'schest.

Alexander JJ[orrisdischarged on bis parole.
Richard Wallace, Samuel Walston, and Levi Horner,

prisoners, taken on board the Sloop Lady Susan, com-
manded by Wilb:am Goodrich, were discharged, and per-
mitted "togo to their families in Maryland.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Rachael White £28, for
four week's Board of Terence Doran, a wounded man of
Colonel McPherson's Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jonathan JJleredith
£ 101 98., for Cartouch Boxes, &c.

Resolved, That the wages due to the Men in tbe service
of this State be not stopped by their Officers on any pre-
tence, unless with the consent of the Men, or by special
orders from this Board.

An Order was drawn on John JJL .ZVesbitt, Esq., Treas-
urer, in favour of Jacob S. Howell, for £ J00 on account of
Intrenching Tools, to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Hermanus Oner 179.6d.,
for Medicines for a sick Soldier.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Nathan Boyce
£ 19 lOs. 5d., for expenses bringing Deserters from Egg-
Harbour.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Joseph Ferree, of German-
town, one ton of Saltpetre, in favour of Thomas Hum-
berger.

In Counci] of Safety, September 18, 1776.

Present; Thomas Wlltarton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Samuel ~[orris, Sen., Timothy lYlattack, Pranci9
Gurney, Samuel Cad. Morris, John Hubley, Owen Biddle,
George Gray, James Cannon, John ~Ioore, John Bayard,
Frederick Kuhl, Joseph Blewer, Henry Keppele, JUI1., John
Bull.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colonel
Timothy ~Iatlack, for £300; to be charged to bis Account.

. Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Dennis £37 Is.,
for Bayouet Scabbards and Belts, to be charged to Colonel
Henry Hill.

JosephFerree,Esq., wasdirectedto deliver Doct. Harris
one ton of Saltpetre, out of the stores at Germantown, under
his care.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Robert Towers £59
15s., fol' Saltpetre bought, making Cartridges, &c.

Resolved, Tbat Colonel Bayard and Colonel ~latlack be
appointed to employ proper persons to make a number of
Gun Carriages for tbe service of this State.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jacob Reed £25 Is.,
for Blankets and Coverlids; to be charged to Colonel Tho-
mas Potts.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in hwour of Arthur
Donaldson, for £300, on account of tbe Floating-Battery
building by him; to be charged to bis Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Robert Towers, directing him
to deliver Mr. Gustavus Resberg 150,000 Musket Cartridges,
to be forwarded to Camp in lVew-Jersey; to be charged to
Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay William Roberts £81
10s. id., for building Guard Houses, &c.; to be charg~d to
Congress.
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Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Wm. Perkins £3 18s.
1d., for Blacksmitb work done on board tbe Galleys.

An Order \~as drawn on John lYE. Nesbitt, Esq., Trea-
surer, in fin'our of Mr. Owen Biddle tor £ 1,000, on account
of Good,; to be imported for the use of tbe Troops of tbis
State; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Burke for nursing
sick Soldiers, &c., £7 2s.

An Order \~as drawn on John ltL Nesbitt, Esq., in favour
of Mr. 1Villiam Rush, for £250, on account of Blacksmith
work done by him; to be charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of John
Stacey, fc)f'£ 12 10s., for ten cords of Wood, delivered at
Fort-Island, for the service of the Garrison there.

Resolved, That Mr. Isaac Cox be appointed Regimental
Paymaster for the Troops belonging to this State now in
the Continental service, and tbat application be made to the
Board of War for a Commission for Mr. Cox.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Michael Raup £3 12s.,
for a Rifle bought by Lieutenant-Colonel Brodhead.

Resoh'ed, That Major Thomas Proctor be empowered
to inlist any Associator of tbis State, pro\'ided he is not
already engaged in the Flying-Camp, or a servant or ap-
prentice.

In Council of Safety, September 19,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Samuel
Morris, Sen., John ltIoore, Joseph Blewer, James Cannon,
Samuel Cad. Morris, Owen Biddle, John Bayard, Fred.
Kuhl, John Bull, Timothy Matlack, John Hubley, Henry
Keppele, Jun., George Gray.

The Vice President being under a necessity to attend the
Convention, Colonel Bayard was requested to take the chair.

An Orrler was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt for £400, in favour
of Ross Sf Ega, on account of Cannon-Shot cast by them
for this State; to be charged to tbeir Account.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Stetler Sf Co. £ 10,
on account of work done; t6 be charged to Thos. lVevill's
Account.

Resolved, That Captain Daniel Joy he desired to exam-
ine and prove a number of Cannon at Mr. PILilips's Rope
Walk, and report to this Board whether they are fit for
servICe.

Mr. Owen Biddle reports that he has sent the following
articles to Colonel BrodlLead, for the use of the Pennsyl-
vania Troops, viz: 169 pair of Breeches, 288 pair yarn
Stockings, 158 pair drilling Spatterdashes, 59 Jackets, 107
pair Shoes, 93 Blankets.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Knox £19 4s. 1M.,
for Rum supplied workmen on board the galleys Congress
and Franklin.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Messrs. jtIoulder Sf Coats
£16119s. 5d., being the balance of their Account for build-
ing a Magazine; to be charged to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Clawges and Wil-
liam Ritter £ 13 18s. 5£1.,for repairing Arms at Camp; to
be charged to Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. John Coburn be directed to appear
before the Board to-morrow morning at one o'clock, to render
an account of all the necessaries he has had in his care for
sinking tbe Chevaux-de-Frise and the Piers at Port-Island,
and also to settle his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain ltIarshall's Ac-
count, £5 10s., for a Musket.

James Welsh a month's wages, he being sick and in Town,
£2 10s.

Peter Kline, for a Gun, &c., £4, delivered to Mr. W.
Scull, A. D. Q. M. G. at the Flying-Camp.

Mr. Michael Conner exhibited a complaint against Jacob
Petterman, John Slice, and C. Roreman, of New-Providence
Township, who, with several others, had assaulted and
threatened him so as to put him in fear of his life and prop-
erty: \Vhereupon the Secretary was ordered to issue sum-
monses to be served on the said Peterman, Slice, and Rore-

.

man, to he and appear before the Board on Tuesday morning
next at ten o'clock, to answer the complaint of said ltlichael
Conner, and to give directions to the Constable to serve them.

Resolved, That Colonel Bayard, Captain Gurney, Mr.

Sam. Cad. jtIorris, and Mr. Owen Biddle, be a Committee
to inspect into tbe state o~ .the Artillery SIDJes.' Arms, Ac-
coutrements, and AmrnUIllt!on, belonglllg to tIlls StaLe, and
report to this Board the situation of the same, and what
fmther supplies of eacb are necessary to be n!aoe; a,~d I\Tr.
Robert Towers is required to gi\'e them assistance III per-
forming this business.

Resolved, That James Maul be appointed a Pilot to carry
Vessels through tbe Cbevallx-de-Frise, in the room of
Daniel Gordon, deceaserJ, No.6.

The Council adjourned to seven o'clock P. M., when tbe
following Members met:

John Bayard, Samuel JYlorris, Sen., Timothy Matlack,
FI'ed. Kuh!, JolLn Mr,ore, James Cannon, John Bull, Fran-
cis Gurney, Samuel Cad. Morris.

A Commission was filled up for Mr. Isaac Cox.

Resolved, That Indented Servants and A pprentices ought
not to be inlistt'd for the Flying-C.amp of th!s Sla!~ without
consent of their Masters and Mistresses, III wrltmg; and
that all such who bave been inlisted heretofore shall be dis-
charged on the application of their Masters and Mistresses
for that purpose.

In Council of Safety, September 20,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, John Bay-
ard, Chairman, Samuel Mr!rris, Sen., John Bull, John
Moore, Timothy ltlatlack, Frederick. Kuh!, Joseph Blewer,
Francis Gurney, Samuel Cad. ltlorns, George Gray, JolLn
Hubley.

Resolved That tbe Lockmakers in this State shall be,
.

allowed 2-5s, for every good Gun-Lock they deltver at our
Lock Factory.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Doc-
tor Robert lIarris, for £ roo, towards manufacturing Pow-
der; to be charged to his Account.

Resolved, That Major Nicola be directed to apply to
Mr. Nicholas Hicks to provide Bricks and lay Gutters and
Gravel- between the wall and the gutters in the Barracks
near this City.

Resolved, That John Moore, Edward Cook, James Barr,
James Sm£th, JohnJYlcClelen,John Carmichael,Jarni'sPerry,
and Christopher Lavingair, Members of Convention for
Westmoreland County, be empowered to purchase four
hundred stand of Arms for the defence of said County; and
that half a ton of Rifle Powder and one ton of Lead be
immediately sent to said County for the use of the Militia;
and that they draw on this Board for the cost of the Arms
and carriage of the Ammunition.

SamuelltlijlUn, Esq., declined serving as Commodore and
Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet of this State.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Conrad Cuts Sf Co. for
four Arms delivered to Mr. Robert Towers.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in f.wour of Thomas
Humberger, for £60, towards Powder manufactured by him;
to be charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Joseph Ferree, Esq., at Ger-
mantown, in favour of Thomas Humberger, for one ton of
Saltpetre, out of the store at Germantown.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
John Philip, foJ'£140, for four Cannon, 12-pounders.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Joseph Blewer
50s., foJ'scraping the galley Convention, and 20s. for Flints
delivered to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas Cmgee £3, for
Handspikes for Artillery.

The Board adjourned to two o'clock, when the following
Members met, viz: David Rittenhouse, Vice President,
John Bull, Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney, Timothy ltInt-
lacle, John Bayard, Frederick Kuhl, Samuel C. ltIorris,
John Weitzel, George Gray.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Edward BartILolo-
mew £ 1646 9s. 8£1., being the balance due him for Car-.
touch-Boxes, Haversack, Knapsacks, &c., bought by him
for the use of the Militia of Pltiladelph£a County.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Colonel William
Clark, of Cumberland COUlJty, six stand of Arms, for the
use of his Battalion, taking his receipt.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. John Hay £26 18s~

'*'
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2d. for fiftv-eiO"htdays' wa(fPs, at 8s. Per diem, and IOd., / l"'J ~'j .
per Inile JOI' lilly-nioe miles, being for service in Can VenllOl1.

In COllne,il or S:,\fety, September 21. 1776.

Pr~sent: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, Samuel
Morris, Sen., Henry Kcppele, Jl1n., James Cannon, ~-'ran-
cis Gttrney, Fred Kuhl, George Gray, John Bull, Ttmothy
Matlack, John Weitzel, Joseph Blewrr, John Hubley.

An Order was dra\\'n on Mr. NC$bitt, io favour of Cap-
tain William Riehm'd., for £500; to be charged to his
Account.

Ordered, That Captain John Rice be directed to raise
men for the armed boat called the Convwtion, wjth all ex-
pedition.

Resolvld, That Captain William Brown be appointed
comlllander of the Floating Battery now building by Mr.
Arthur Donaldson.

Ordered, Tbat Captain William B/'own do raige men
for the Floating Baltery now building by Mr. Arthur Don-
aldsQn.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Samuel Raine £110s.,
for two weeks' Board of B. Broxon.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. JJfordecai, Mr. Mc-
Killney, and WiWam Maclay £24 3s., forexpeo.es attending
the carriage of Powder and Lead, &c., to Northumberland
County.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay John Elmslie £9, for four Cartridge
Boxes, for 6 and 4-pounder Cannon delivered James Craig
~ Co., Commissaries, in lieu of the like number borrowed
out of Continental Store, and sent to Camp; to be charged
to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Samuel Smith £32 10s., for five hun-
dred and twenty Match Rope deli\'ered Mr. Towers.

In Council of S&fety, September 23, 1776.

Present: Thomas TVhartol1,Jun., President, Samuel Mor-
ris, Sen., John Hubley, John Moore, Fred. Kuhl, Henry
Keppele, Jun., Owen Biddle, George Gray, Francis Gur-
ney, Samuel Cad. Morris, Joseph Blewer, John Bayard,
James Cannon, John Bull.

Resolved, That Captain Blewer,Captain Gurney, and Mr.
Samuel Cad. itIorris, be appointed to form a regular Mus-
ter RO,1Ifor the Navy of this State, and produce the same
to this Board.

M,'. Nesbitt was directed to pay to MichJ1elBoyer £18
2s. 6d., for riding two hundred and ninety miles to give
notice to the Officers of the Associators to meet at Lancas-
ter, to choose General Officers.

To pay Ebenezer Lundy £137 10s., for two hundred
Cartouch Boxes and two hundred Bayonet Belts, delivered
to Mr. Towers.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Robert Towers, in favour
of a Messrs. John itloore, John lUcClelen, John Carmichael,
James Perry, Christopher Lavingair, Edward Cook, James
Barr, and James Smith, Members of Convention for West-
moreland County, for half a ton of RiAI' Powder and one
ton of Lead, for the defence of said County, agreeableto
resolve of the 20th instant.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Captain John Hazlewood £50, on
acconnt of the Fire Rafts; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Thomas Davis £250, on ac-
count of Piers built lty him to be sunk in the Rivet' Dela-
ware, near Fort-Island; to be charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Messrs.
Peter Dehaven ~ Co., for £500, on account of the Gun-
Lock Factory.

Owen Biddle, Esq., reports that he received from Colo-
nel ~MatthiasSlough, for the use of the Troops belonging
to this State, viz: 250 men's Shirts; 153 Black Velvet
Stocks, with Brass Buckles; 118 Brass Stock Buckles; 237
pair men's Shoes; 55 Regimental Coats and Waistcoats,
and 6 Linen Waistcoats; 40 pair Buckskin Breeches, 76
pair ditto; 138 Knapsacks; 5 Bound Hats; 45 Powder. horn
Straps, and 3 Shot Pouches; 102 dozen men's milled
Stockings; and forwarded to Colonel Brodhead, at Head-
Quarters.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favonr of Wil-
liams ~ Clinton, for £100, 0[1account of the armed boat

Delaware, building by them; to be charged to their Ac-
count.

An Order was dnlWn 00 ,Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Jl.o-
bins, Dun, ~ lIaUs, £60, 011.accouot of the anlle~ boat
Convention, buiJt by them; to be clJaI'ged to their Ac-
count.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Philip Veintz £ I 48. 9d., for clean-
ing two pieces of Cannon sent to Amboy some time :>ince~
to be charged to Congress.

Resolved, That the Officers recruiting f(}r the Naval
AnnallJents of this State be allowed 20s. per man, in lieu
of all expenses, for inlisting, and that each man he allowed
one month's pay advance at tlH')ir inlistment, to be con-
tinued in service until discharged by this or future Council
pf Safety.

Mr. Towers to deliver to Gustavus Resberg, A. D. Q.
M. G., for tbe use of the Flying Camp, one hundred Pitching
Axes; to be charged to Congress.

An Order was drawn on 1\11'.Nesbitt, in favour of Col-
linson Reed, Esq., for £ 100, to be by him put into the
hands of the persons appointed by the Committee of Berks
County, in order to supply the Families of poor Associators
who are now in actual service.

Resolved, That Hamilton Hazleton be discharged from
the Ship itlontgomery, pl'Ovided he enters into an engage-
ment with Messls. Dehaven ~ Co. to work at the Gun-Lock
Factory of this State under their direction, until discharged
by this Board or some future Council ~f ::;a(~ty.

The Board adjourned to three o'clock, P. M., when the
following Members met:

Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, John Bayard, Henry
Keppele, Jun., John Bltll, Fred. Kuhl, Timothy Matlack,
John Moore, Francis Gurney, Samuel ]\iIorris,Sen., Joseph
Blewer, James Cannon, Samuel Cad. it/orris, George Gray.

Mr. Robert Towers was directed to deliver to Colonel
John Lawrence sixty stand of Arms, taking bis receipt to
be returned in goodorder wbendemanded by this Board.

In Council of S&fety, September 24,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jlln., President, John Hub-
ley, John Bayard, Francis Gurney, Joseph Blewer, John
Bull, David Ritfenhonse, Samuel ]}lorris, Sen., John
~"'Ioore,Samuel Cad. Morris, Fred. Kuhl, Timothy ]}Iat-
lack.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Robert Towers, in favour
of Messrs. Jacob Stl'Owd, Neigal Gray, Abraham Miller,
Simon Dreisback, John Ralston, Jacob Orndt, and Peter
Bunkhalter, Members of Convention for Northampton
County, for three hundred pounds Powder and six hun-
dred pounds Lead, for the use of said County, taking
their receipt to be accountablefor the same.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay William Clark ~ Co.
£96 Is. Hd., for Tow Linen, bought by Mr. Nicola, for
making Bed Case for the Barracks.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Henry Rhoads, a
Member of Convention for Bedford County, £33 4s., for
fifty-eight days' attendance, at 8s., and travelling expenses
two hundred and forty miles, at IOd.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Joseph Simons £53 17s. 6d.,which,
with seventy-two pounds Powder, ordered to be delivered
him by Mr. Towers, is in full for two hundr:d and eighty-
seven and a half pounds of Saltpetre, delivered to Mr.
Towers.

Joseph Fetree, at Germantown, was directed to deliver
Mr. Jacob Lush one ton Saltpetre.

An Order in favour of Mr. Jacob Lush for £100.
The Council adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon,

when the followin" Members met:
Thomas Whart~n, .Jun., President, John Bayard, Samuel"

Cad. iUorris, John Bull; Francis Gl),rney, Joseph Blewer,
Frederick Kuhl, Samuel Morris, Sen., David Rittenhouse,
James Cannon, Timothy Matlack.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Thomas Nevill, for £50, on account of Gun Carriages; to
be charned to his Account.

MI'. Nesbitt to pay Captain Joseph Stiles, for sundry
necessaries for the Artillery Company under his command,
£ 18 19s.
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lles()lved, That George Bryan, Esq., Naval Offic~r of
this Port, be directed to gi\'e notiee to this Board of all
Military Stores impot.ted and ~ntered in his office, as SOOI1
AS possible after their arrival.

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Cad. Morn's be appointed
to assist Colonel Bayard in piOcuring Gun Carriage, in-
stead or Colonel Matlack, who is going to Camp.

Resolved, That Paul Fooks, Esq., Notary PubJick and
swom Interpreter for the French and Spanish Languages,
be continued in those offices, with a1l the powers granted
bim by his former Commission, until the form of Govern-
ment of this Slate is established, or until it shall be altered
by proper authority.

In CQuncil of S~fety, September 25,1776.

Present: Thomas "Wharton, Junior, President, Samuel
Morris, Sen., David Rittenhouse, Francis Gurney, Henry

. Keppele, Jlln., John Bull, John Bayard, Joseph Blewer,
Frederick Ktthl, SamueJ Cad. Morri.s, Timothy Matlack.

Me. Nesbiu was directed to pay to Colonel Andrew Kuh-
line £7, to two Guns, to be charged to the Colonel.

To pay the Managers of House of Employment £4
6s.9d., for Oakum.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Mr. William Will
ball' a 'pig, or about two hundred weight of Block Tin, he
paying for the same.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay William Chambers £2, for a Gun
delivered to Colonel JO$eph Armstrong, of Cumberland
County; to be charged to the Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Nicholas Hicks
£J 17 14s. 2M., for work done at Billingsport; to be charged
.to Congress.

George Ross, Esq., as counsel for William Ross, a pris-
oner in the Jail of this City, committed on a charge of his
baving killed a certain Thomas Ralph, appearedbelore this
Board, and, for reasons contained in a written paper pre-
sented by him, "moves the Council of Safety to adrnit the
prisoner to bail;" the Board thereupon, having taken the
opinion of John Dickinson, Esq., on the cases, and having
deliberated upon the arguments offered for and againstlhe
motion,

Resolved unanimously, That bail ought not to Le taken
in this case.

Mr. Nes5itt was directed to pay to Baltzer Spangler
IIndothers £9, forgoingexpress to the several Colonels of
York County, to ordl'r them to collect the Militia in order
to march to Camp in New-Jersey.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Elijah Etting, for dieting ten Soldiers,
prisoners of war, seven days after their arrival at Yorktown,
before they were put in quarters, £3 15s.; to be charged
to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Robert Stevenson, for ten Guns de-
livered Captain Samuel Nelson, £23 19s.; to be charged to
Colonel l1CatthewDill, of York County, Fifth Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay an Order drawn on this
Board by James Chapman, Commissioner, and John Van-
degriff, Assessor of Bucks County, for £300, towards Arms
and Accoutrements, procuring by them in said County; to
be charged to the Commissioners and Assessors.

In Council of Safety, September 26,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, John Bay-
ard, John Hubl~y, John Bull, Samuel itlorris, Sen., James
Cannon, Timothy itIatlack) Prancis Gurney, Samuel Cad.
Morris, Joseph Blewer.

Resolved, That Colonel James Potter be allowed to con-
tract on the lowest terms in his power for the making of fifty
Rifle Guns, for the useof his Battalion; the said contract to
be made good by this Board.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Kirkbride£51 1s.,
for Arms purchased from Non-Associators; to be charged to
the Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay William Ross for dieting part of Cap-
tain Weitzel's COltlpany, of Col. itIiles's Battalion, £6 6s.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Ezekiel Wt:bb £9 lOs. 3d., for diet
of part of three Companies of Colonel Miles's Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Thomas Forrest
£17 18s., for balance of his Account for recruiting ex-
penses.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Benjamin Condy £2 58"
for Spy Gla~s, delivered to Lieutenant Christee.

Mr. N, sbitt was direct!')dto pay Martin Pendergrass £5
Is. 6d., for work done to Guard Boats. .

The fi)llowing persons were appointed Officers to carry
on the Fortifications intended to be erected at Billingsport,
VIZ:

Engineer, Captain Blaitwaite Jones; Assistant ditto, Mr.
Thomas Hanson; Superintendent General of W orknwn,
Colonel JI)hn Bull; Assistant ditto, James Dundass; Clerk
to SUperintendents, Robert Cather; Commissary of Uten-
sils, John itIoyes; ditto or Provisions ; Bricklayers,
Charles Souder and Edward McCaggen.

Adjourned to three o'clock.

Met at three o'clock.
Present: John BaY01'd, Timothy Matlack, John Bnl',

Samuel Cad. Morri.~, SamW3l J}forris, Francis Gurney, John
Moore, John Hubley, Joseph Blewer, David Rittenbouse.

Resolved, That Thomas Seym01~r, Esq., he appointed
Commodore and Commander-in-Chief of all the Naval,

- --
.

Armaments in the service of this State.

Resolved, That David Mc Cutc.hen.be discharged from
his confinellient.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Maithias YQung £3
15s., for painting the guard boat Vulture.

Resolved, That the Members of this Board, or as many
as conveniently can, go down to Fort Island, to-morrow
morning, to accompany Commodore &ymour to the Fleet ;
that Instructions be drawn up to deliver the Commodore witb
his Commission.

The following are the Instructions delivered to the Com-
modore, viz:

"In Council of Safety, Sept~mber 26, 1776.

"The Council having thought proper to appoint you
Comlllorlore and Commander.in-Chief of all the Navill
Armaments of this State in the River Delaware, which you
are to notify to the Officers of the FJeet,by publishing to
them your Commission, it becomes necessary to give you
some Instructions.

"Instructions to regulate your conduct in some points of thi,
important trU$t:

" And first, you are by all possible mea\1S to establish such

a proper sense of subordination in the Fleet, that all the
orders you think necessary to issue be punctualJyand im-
plicitly obeyed; a loose and relaxed discipline utterly enfee-
bling every military establishment, however respectable it may
otherwise be in the circulllstance of number and forcf'.

"Secondly. As it is the duty and inclination of this Council
to maintain the Fleet in a constant preparation to receive
the enemy, you must immediately take an exact survey of
its present condition, and whatever may be wanting in its
equipments to make report to Captain William Richards,
who is appointed and directed to supply all its deficiencies.

"Thirdly. An attack from the enemy being highly prob-
able, though the time uncertain, it is necessary that every
part of the Fleet shou]d have its proper station assigned, in
such way as to afford mutual support, and that the whole
may act to the best effect.

"Fourthly. You must particularly attend not only to the
situation of the l"leet, but take great care that the officers
and men are not absent from their respective vessels any
length of time, and at any great distance; but as it is prob-
able that some of the officersof the bo,1\Smaybe desirousof
comingup to this City, you may give leave of absence to
them in sucb number and for so long a time as the service
may admit, so that not more than one-third be absent at any
one time, or longer than forty-eight hours from their respect-
ive vessels.

" Lastly. Should any accident or circumstance happen in
the Fleet, tbat has tbe least tendency to affect the service,
you are to give the earliest information to the Council of
Safety, tbat they, if they have the means of remedy, may
apply such as the nature of the case may require.

"These being the principal matters that have occurred to
the Council, they earnestly recommend to you, however,
that you endeavour to promote tbe utmost harmony between
you and the officers of the Fleet, and between one another,
on which depends so much the success of every undertaking
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where men are to act in concert and mutual assistance re-
quirprl."

Rp-solved, That the Officers of the Fleet belon<Tinuto this
State he allowed the same pay that tht' Officers i~ t~e Con-,
tinental service have, from the Ist of October next.

In Council of Sarety, Septemher 27, ]776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., Prt'sident, David Rit-
ten7wuse, Samuel Morris, Sen.. John Bayard, lred. Kuhl,
Henry Keppele, Jun., John Bull, John ]}[oore, Timothy
Matlack, Samuel Cad. Morris, Joseph Blewer, Francis
Gurney.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Major
Nicola. for £25, for sundry necessaries for Barracks; to be
char,ged to his Account.

Mr. Ne, b;tt was directed to pay Mr. Robert Towers £ 77
2s. 8~d., for 62 days' service up to 19th instant, and sundry
expenses at Magazine, &c.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Samuel Rain 15s.,for a
week's Board of one of Colonel Miles's soldiers.

All Order was drawn on Joseph Ferree, Esq., to deliver
Henry Huber one ton of Saltpetre and 600 pounds of Sul-
phur, out of the stores under his care at Germantou'n.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Messrs.
Butler 8r Pott[J, for £3,000, on account of Cannon cast by

them for this State; to be charged to their Account.
Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Dr. Parke £8 2s. 6d.,

for attendance on sick Soldiers.
Mr. Nesbitt to pay Henry Huber £50, towards Powder

made by him.
An Order on Mr. Ferree to deliver GeorcreHubner 500

pounds Sulphur, taking his receipt.
{:)

Agreeable to a resolve of yesterday, a number of the
Council accompanied the Commodore to Fort-Island, when
the Vice President read the Commission and In:<tructions
to him; and those officerswho chose to continue in the ser-
vice were desired to apply for new Commissions on Tuesday
next.

In Council of Safety, September 28,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
ten7wuse,John Bayard, Samuel Cad. ]}Iorris, Francis Gur-
ney, Fred. Kuhl, George Gray, John Bull, Samuel Morris,
John ]}loore, Joseph Blewer, John Weitzel, Timothy Mat-
lack, Owen Biddle.

The honourable Congress having directed this Council to
recommend Officers for the Battalions raised in this State for
the Continental service, and the Board beinu informed that
a Paymaster is wanting for the Second Bat~alion under the
command of Colonel Jos. Wood, now at Ticonderoga, the
Council do recommend Mr. Benjamin Feshburn for Pay-
master to said Battalion.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay William Deane £ 1 17s.
for repairing Arms, &c., belonging to Second Battalion of
Philadelphia County.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Lieutenant-Colonel Wil-
liam Dean £20 18s. 9d., for Arms taken f!'OmNon-Associ-
ators; to be charged to Colonel Robert Lewis.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Col. Richard Thomas
£6 16s.6d., for repairing Arms, &c., to be charged to this
State; and £2 15s. for nursing sick Soldiers, to be charged
to Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. John Weitzel be requested to pur-
chase for this State a quantity of Blankets, coarse Cloths
coarse Linens, and five tons of Hemp, and forward to thi~
Board as soon as possible, and his orders for the same shall
be paid.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. John Weitzel a
~elIJber in C?nvention fo~ Northumberland County, 'for
sixty-four days attendance III Convention and mileage one
hundred and forty miles, £32 8s. 8d.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas Robbins £24
5s. 5d., for work done for Armed Boats.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Josiah Wood £30 10s., for one hun-
dred Pikes delivered :Mr. Towers.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay ]}[ichaelKuhn for going express £7
10s., to be charged to Congress; and lIs. 9d. for porterage,
charged to State.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Eleas Botner for Gunners' Belts,
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Priming Wires, &c., sent to Gpneral Mercer, £31 17s., to
be .chargNi 10 C:0ngressj and £24 for thirty Bunge Barrels
dehvert'n to l\hjor Proctor, to be charged to this State.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Joseph Bonsall for Plank and Scant-
ling delivered to Benjamin Loxley, £23 15s., for making
Cannon Carriag-es.

.To pay Paine Newman for six Anchors de]ivered to Cap-
tam Hazlewood, £ 16 8s. 6d.

To pay Mary McGinnis 40s., to be charged to account
of her husband, a soldier in Second Battalion of Penn-
sylvania Riflemen.

To pay to Doctor William Currie, Surgeon of the Penn-
sylvania Musketry, £ 13 14s. 3d., for his account of ex-
penses, wages, &c.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Thomas Armour for Ascoutrements
repairing Arms, &c., for Militia of York County, £132
3s.9d.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Matthias SZoucrh
£ 177 12s. 6d., for Arms pUJ'chased by him for the use of91i~
Battalion,. to be charged to his Account; also, £665 4s. 9~d.
for ClothlOg, &c., for a Company in the Flying-Camp
under the command of Captain Jacob Glatz.

I

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Colonels of the
~ity Battalions of Militia to call them out on Monday next,
III order to know what number of men will turn out of each
to be employed by this Board on the Fortification at Bil
lings port, ~h,esaid workmen to be allowed 3s. day and to

h~ve pr~vlsJons f?und ,them. The immediate necessity of
thl~ servI.ce, the CouncIl h~v~ no doubt, ~ill .ha~e a proper
weIght WIth every person wIlling to put this Ctty 10 a proper
state of defence.

Doctor William Currie informing the Board that his
health will not admit of his continuing Surrreon of Colonel
Atlee's Battalion, therefore requests to resign this employ-
ment.

An Order was.drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favourof Mr.
John ]}[oore, ~f Westmoreland, for £ 100, to be applied
t?war~s defi'~ymg the expenses of two Companies, some
time smce raised by the Committeeof that County for the
protectionof the frontiers.

Robert Etterington, a prisoner confined in the State
Prison, was enlarged upon his parole.

In Council of Safety, September 30, 1776.

Present: pavid Rittenhou~e, Vice President, John Bay-
ard, FredeTlck Kuhl, FranczsGurney, Samuel C. Morris,
Owen Biddle, Joseph Blewer, John Moore James Cannon
Timothy Matlack, Samuel ~Morris.'

,

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Robert Bridges,
£648 4s. 6d., for Qnehundred and eight Tents left at Camp
in New-Jersey.

. Mr. !fesbitt to pay Mr. John Moore, £43 12s. 6d., for
mne Rifles, bought for the defence of tbe frontiers of lVest-
moreland County, to be charged to Mr. Moore.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Robert Towers, in favour of
Mr. John .Moore, for four thousand Flints, for the service of
Westmoreland County, taking his receipt.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay George Tiddeman, £28 lOs. 4d., for
P]a~k, &c., delivered Mr. BeuJamin Loxly, for making Gun-
carnages.

.Mr. ]}[ic~ael Swoope, who was appointed a Member of
this Council, for York County, having accepted of a com-
mission in the Flying-Camp, the Convention therefore made
choice of Colonel Joseph Dona?dson instead of Mr. Swope;
and Colonel Donaldsonappearmg,took and subscribedthe
qualification directed by Convention.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Johnston Elliot £3 15s.,
for a Gun delivered to Mr. Towers.

. Co~gress }1a ving resolved that t~ey will provide for persons
III their servJCe who shall be so disabled as to be incapable
of se.rving. on board their Fleet, or in tbe Army, and a
eertalO Nzcholas Curry, a seaman lately belonO'in<Tto the
Bu?l-Dog.armed boat belonging to t!~isState, having"been by
acctdentdisabled from ever performlllghis duty, the Council
therefore do resolv~ that the.sai~ Nicholas C:urry be allowed
half pay from the time of 1m dIscharge until furtber provis-
ion is made for persons in like situation.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas Webber £22 15s.,
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for sixteen and one-fourth cords Wood, deli vered at Fort
Island.

Colonel William Clark deposited a receipt Ii'om Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Henry Slagle, one of the Commissioners
appointed by Conventi"n to fix the Flying.Camp, for
$30,000, whieh sum he received from Michael IIillegas,
Esq., it being for the purpose of paying the bf)ul1ty ordered
by Convention for the Flying-Camp.

An Order was drawn on Mr. }lesbitt, in favour Wil-
liam Clarke, James Potter, and John Morris, Jun., for
£187 10s., and charge the same to their Account, it being
for the purpose of paying their expenses to Ticonderoga.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel William Clark
£5, for ten days' Chair-hire, to carry $30,000 to Camp.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay William Bitner £ 19
16s. 4d., for repairing Arms.

Resolvld, That John Maxwell Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer
of this Board, apply to the President of the Congress for an
Order in his favour for $100,000, granted by Congress for
the use of this State.

Resolved, That Mr. Lewis Nicola be continued in the
office of Barrackmaster until further orders.

In Council of Safety, October I, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, President, David Ritten-
house, John Bayard, James Cannon, Henry Keppele, Sam-
uel Cad. .Morris, Francis Gurney, Joseph Donald.wn, John
Bull, Frederick Kuhl, Samuel ]}lorris, Sen., John Hubley,
Joseph Blewer, George Gray, Owen Biddle, Colonel .Mat-
lack.

Drawn an Order on the Treasurer, in favour of Edward
Bartholomew, for £21, by way of commissions, for laying
out £2], in the service of the Militia.

An Account of seventy-two Breakfasts for Captain Rich-
ard Brown's Company of three Battalions of State Troops,
at 9d., given by Jonathan Valentine, £2 14s.; passed in
Council.

Two Accounts for Nails bought of Adam Zantzinger;
one of June 24th, amounting to £ 13 16s.; and another of
August 28th, amounting to £9 13s. 10d., passed in Coun-
cil; these Accounts by Thomas Savadge.

Granted a Parole to Joseph Cary and Jonathan Pearson.
Thomas Miles's Account for repairing Guns, dated Sep-

tember 28, certified by Robert Towers, amounting to £9
4s.

A request to Mr. Nesbitt to let John Clindinin have
£ 100 on his bond, to assist him in carrying on Saltpetre
Works.

An Account for repairingGuns,by Ge01'geMcGunngile,
for £4 9s. 2d., to be charged to the State; and three new
Guns, value £9, to be charged to Colonel Calender, of
CumberlandCounty,certified by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Inspection of CumberlandCounty; passedin Coun-
cil. £ 13 9s. 2d.

Another Account of £50 7s. 7d., certified by the Commit-
tee of Inspection of Cumberland County; £] 9 to be charged
to Colonel Calender,for six Guns; £3 to Colonel Wilson
for one Gun; and to Colonel Montgomery £4; the remainder
for repairing Guns; to be charged to the State. Passed.

Resolved, That a return of the Arms, belonging to the
State, be ordered to be laid before the Council, and that they
be delivered out to the Associators in proportion; and that
the Colonels of the several Battalions be informed thereof,
and that the Associators who have the Arms belonging to
the State be allowed to retain them.

A Draft for £200, in favour of .Mr. Arthur Donaldson,
for Floating Battery, No 2.

Resolved, That ColonelJohnBull be appointedGeneral
Superintendent of the works to be carried on at Billings-
port.

Adjourned to three o'clock.

Met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Thomas "Wharton, President, John Bayard,
Joseph Blewer, James Cannon, Francis Gurney, John
Bull, Samuel Morris, Frederick Kuhl, David Rittenhouse,
Owen Biddle, Henry Keppde, George Gray.

Resolved, That Mr. Peter Withington be appointed a

Captain in Colonel Cook's Battalion, his rank to be settled

hereafter.

Samuel Royal receiver! a Captain's Commission in the
Second Battalion of Militia, belonging to Cumberland
County, commanded by Colonel AlisO/I; and George TVal-
lace, the COll1mission of First Lieutenant in said Company,
signed by the President.

Jacob Meyers's Account of £ 15 12s. 4~d., for smith's
work; passed.

Resolved, That this Board will, on Saturday next, ap-
point twelve Recruiting Sergeants to raise the more expe-
ditiously the quota of []Jen to be furnished by this State to
the Continent, agreeable to a late resolve of Congress.

Ordered, That the above H.esolve be published, that
persons willing to engage in that service, who can be well
recommended, may send in their applications.

Resolved, That Thomas Strawbridge, Samuel Cunning-
ham, John Flemming, and William Evans, be appointed to
procure Blankets, Stockings, and WoolJen Cloths, for the
use of this State.

That two hundred Dollars be put into their hands for the
foregoing purpose.

An Order was drawri on Mr. Nesbitt for two hundred
Dollars, in favour of the above gentlemen, and delivered to
John Flemming.

Adjourned to the 2d, at three o'clock, P. M.

In Council of Safety, October 2,1776.

Met agreeable to adjournment.

Present: Thomas Wharton, President, Sam'ucl Morris,
Sen., Owen Biddle, Francis Gurney, John Bayard, Fred-
erick Kuhl, George Gray, David Rittenhouse, Henry Kep-
pele, John Bull, Samuel C.1Ylorris, Jun., James Cannon.

An Account, passed for Blankets, attested by Frederick
Antis, Lieutenant-Colonel of Colonel Potts's Battalion,
Philadelphia County, to be charged to his Account, left in
the Flying-Camp, amounting to £21 7s.6d.

An Order to James McCanless, Captain inColonel Wil-
liam Smith's Battalion, York County, was drawn, direct-
ing him to hire a wagon to carry some sick belonging to
his Company to their homes, and that the Council would
pay all reasonable expenses attending the same.

Passed an Order in favour Peter Lukins for £7 14s.;
ordered to be charged to Colonel T. Potts.

An Order was drawn upon the Treasurer for £500, in
favour of Samuel JJforris, Esq.

An Order was drawn in favour of John Mitchell,Esquire,
for Joseph Ferree, for forty bushels of Salt.

An Order of Congress on their Treasurer, ]}Iichaelllille-
gas, Esq., for $100,000, in favour of this Commonwealth,
was directed in Council to be passedto the credit of the same
by said Michael Hillegas.

An Order on ]}lichael Hillegas, Esq., in favour of John
M. Nesbitt, Esq., for $30,000 passed the Council.

An Account in favour of Jeremiah Baker for £ 139 12s.
lld., for Wood for the Barracks, certified by Lewis Nicola,
was passed.

An Account, for ten Rifles and eight smooth bores, of
£52, to be charged to Colonel Timothy Green's Account,
passed.

An account of Guns and repairing, of £35 lOs. 6d., passed,
viz: two Guns valued £9 lOs., to be charged to Colonel
Calender's Account, Cumberland County; Colonel lJ;lont-

gomery's Account, five Guns valued at £16 lOs.; the rest
in repairs, charged to the State.

In Council of Safe

.

ty, October 2, 1776, ~
Three o'clock afternoon. 5

Members present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President,
SamuellJ;lorris, Samuel C. JJforris, John Bull, Geo. Gray,
Francis Gurney, John Bayard, Frederick KuM, Joseph
Blewer, James Cannon.

An Account passed of Vandel Burdisway, of £3, for
bringing down Captain Pawling's Company; to be charged
to Congress.

An Account of eight Guns received by Robert TO/pers,
amounting to £66.

An Account of thirteen Blankets delivered to Clement
Biddle, Esq., at Camp, delivered by Abraham Laitcher,
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Major in CoTonel Green's Battalion, Lancaster County,
amounting to £ 14 8s., passed; to be charged to Congress.

New Commissions were giveJ'lout to the Captain8 of the
Galleys, and they were qualified to execute their trust faith-
fully, &c., which qualification they signed. .

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tn Council of Safety, October 3,1176.

Prpsent: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, John Bay-
ard, Joseph Blewer, Samuel Morris, Sen.~Ftancis G,ur/ley,
John Bull, Fred. Kuhl, Samuel C. It'Iorrts, J(,mes CannDn,
Owen Biddle.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Emanuel WoodbeV£4 5s.,
for seventt'cn d~,ys' Boat hire.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Major
Lewis Nicola, for £ 100; to be charge? t~ his Accoul.lI.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbztt, m favour of Mr,.
James Dundass, for £ 100, on account of the Fortification at
Billingsport. .

An Order waS drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
John Sparhawk, for £2 3s. 6d. ,

An Order wasdrawnon Mr. Nesbitt, in favourof Colonel
Nich(.las Housaker, for $1,000; to b; charged to the Colo-
nel, for the use of tbe German Battahon.

The following Commissions were granted this day agree-
able to the Resolve of Congress, viz:

For the Privateer Sloop Congress, William Green~ay,
Comrnan~er, of the burthen of 40 tons, mounting 6 carnage-
guns, navigated by 40 men, owned by John Bayard, Jos.
Dean S; Co.

Privateer BriO'General Lee, John Chatham, Commander,too. .
burthen about 100 tons, mounting 12 tan'iage.guns, na vlga-
ted by 90 men, owned by John Bayard, Alexander Ben;..
derson Sf Co.

The Counc.il adjourned to three o'clock, after.noon) w!len
the following :Members met: John Bayard, Franczs Gur-
ney, Joseph ~leUfer, Frtd. Kuhl, Samuel C. :Morris.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay lIenry Fraley £4 15s.,
for a Rifle delivered to Colonel Matlack; to be charged to
the Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Sachev-eral.Woo~ £4? 12.s. 5d., for
dieting Prisoners in the State PfJson III this CIty; to be
charged to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Robert Towers's Account for
making Cartridges, and men's wages, &c., £42 Is. 6d.

In Council of Safety, October 4,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, John Bay..
ard Samuel 1Ylorris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, Fred. Kuhl,
Fr~ncis Gurney, Henry Keppele, Jun., Samuel Cad. Morris,
James Cannon.

:Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas Hemphill for
Tow Linen delivered Lewis Nicola, for Bed-Cases for
Barracks, £28 19s,4id.

Colonel William Cook, Major James Crawford, and
Capt. Peter W'ithington, offic~rsappoi?ted for the Twelfth
Battalion of Regulars, to be raIsed I\] this State, for the Con-
tinental service, took the qualification directed by Conven-
tion, and delivered their Commissionssigned by the President
of Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay William James £2 Os.
Sd., for six. Kettles; to be charged to Colonel Thomas
Hackley.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas and Isaac lIes-
ton for Painting, &c., on board. the armed boat, £6 1Is.;
La'wrence Fagen, for Major Rogers, £5 6s. Id.; to be
charged to Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. 'fVilliam Evans be desired to pur-
chase all the coarse Cloths, Blankets, and Stockings, in
Chester County, for the use of State, and draw on this
Board for the cost.

Resolved, That the Ship :ft'lontgomery,belonging to this
State be brought up and exchange her present cannon,
(18-~?tmders,) and take ~ixteen 12-po~nders; and that
Captam Blewcr and Captam Gurney be dtrected to procui"e
proptr carriages for said I2-pol1nders, and attend particu-
larly to their being fitted and put on board said Ship.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Lewis Grant £4, for a set of copper
Powder Measures; &c., sent to Camp in New-Jersey.

An Order \\as drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favourof Col-
onel Willittm Cook, lor $1,000, on account of recruiting
the tweltib Battalion of Regulars, in too Continental ser-
vice; to be charged to the Colonel.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Srlfn..
uel Wheeler, for £ 100, on account of work done for thif
State; to be charged to his Account.

Resolved, That Nicholas It'liller and Hawkins Boon be
appointed Captains, and Thomas Branden First Lif'Ulei1ant~
Robert King Second Lieutenant; and lIannaniah Lincoln
First Lieutenant, and James Williamson Second Lieutenant,
(Withington's Company,) in the Twe]fth Battalion of Foot,
to be raised in this State, fOl' the Continental service,and
their commissions delivered.

Mr. Robert Towers was directed to deliver Richard Pe-
ters, Esq., Secretary at War, one hundred Cannon Shot for
22-pounders, and Sheet Lead sufficient for aprons for twenty
Cannon; to be charged to Congress.

The Council being informed that an election had been
held in Chester Count" on the first instant, in direct viola-
tion of the DecJaration' of Convention; hearing that Nathan-
iel Vernon, Sheriff of said County, was in town, ordered
him to appearbeforethis Board,and deliver up the returns
lie brought with him.

The Minutes of yesterday afternoon being read, at which
time a quorum did not meet, tbis Board do hereby confirm
the proceedings of the Members then present.

In Council of Safety, October 5,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President,DavidRitteno
house, Samuel Morris, Sen., John Bayard, Jo~epltBlewer,
Francis Gurney, Frederick Kuhl, George Gray, Jam~
Cannon, Owen Biddle.

Josiah Wood's Account for one hundred and fifty Pikes
delivered to Mr. Towers, amount £45 10s., passed th~
Board, and Mr. Nesbitt directed to pay.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mrs. Connelly£7 lOs.,
fOr six weeks' Board, to first October instant, at 25s. pel
week, agreeable to direction of Congress.

Mr. Towerswas directed to deliver Major Proctor twen-
ty-six Blankets, for the use of the Artillery.

Resolved, That the two Companies of Artillery, undel
the command of Major ThomasProctor, be officeredwitb
one Captain and three Lieutenants, for the present; and
that the following gentlemenbe, and are herebyappointed
Officers in said Companies, viz:

First Company: John MartinStrohbogh, Captain; Wors-
ley Emes, First Lieutenant; Charles Twenbull, Second Lieu-
tenant; William Ferguson, Third Lieutenant.

Second Company: Thomas Forrest, Captain; lIerculm
Courtney, First Lieutenant; Francis Proctor, Second Lieu-
tenant; Patrick Duffy, Third Lieutenant.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Christian Schaider £39,
for thirteen Guns delivered Mr. Towers.

A Commission granted for William Connell, commandel
of Schooner General Thompson, six carriage-guns, twelvE
men, forty tons, owned by Edmund Beach Sf Co.

Resolved, That the three Pennsylvania Battalions, no"
in tbe Continental service, at New- York, be arranged m
folJows: two of them to be on the new Continental estab.
lishment, and to serve during the war; the other to be reo
tained in the service of this State, until the first of January
1778, unless sooner discharged, and to consist of ten Com-
panies of one hundred men each, officers included; the pri.
vates of the three Batta]ions to continue in the service of thh
State; the officers according to seniority to have the choicl
of entering into either; the two Battalions to be recruite(
to their full complement of men, as speedily as possible
nothing in this resolve to affect the rank of the officers wh(
are prisoners with General lIowe.

SIR: The Council of Safety havingentered into theenclose(
arrangement of the three Battalions, belonging to this State
are desirousof having a rew rn of the officers who choose t£
enter into the Continental service on the new establishment
that the COllncill11aygi\'e them such rank asthey cQnceivl
them entitled to. They mean lo order and retain at home thl
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troops which are to continue in Ihe sf'rvice of the State, as
soon as the condition of the Conlinf'ntal Army will admit of
it. As thpy are hpreaftPr, hy tl1f' sairl arrangPlnent, to kepp
twe]vp complete Battalions in the Continental service, Col-
one] Brodhead is tllf'refore requested to consult ,he officers
as spperiily as possible on the subject, and make return to
the Council of such as are desirous to enter into the Con-
tinental service, and who are willing to continue in the ser-
vice of the State; that they may procef'd in the affair, as it
is of immerliate necessity and very great importance.

To Cok1nel BRODHEAD.

A Jetter was wrote to General McKinley, at Wilming-
ton, New-Castle County, req'uf'sting him to purchase an
the coarse cloths, blankets, and stockings, he can procure,
for the use of the trQops of this State, and his drafts shan be
answered.

Resolt1ed, That a detachment be made £I'omthe Artillery
Companies of this State of fifty men, to be sent to Fort
lUontgomery, under the command of Captain Strohbogh,
subject to the direction of the Commander-in-Chief; and
that two of the commissioned officers in his Company, and
Lieutenant Proctor, of Captain Forrest's Company, pro-
ceed with the said detachment, that they may have an
opportunity of seeing service; to be relieved at such a time
as the Board may think proper, and that they shall march
as soon as they are furnished with necessary camp equipage.
Major Proctor is to see this resolve carried into execution.

In Council of Safety, October 7, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, ;Samuel
1Worris,Sen., Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney, Samuel Cad.
Morris, George Gray, Fred. Kuhl, John Bayard.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas Hemphill £47
9s. 6d., for two hundred and eleven yards Tow Linen, and
John ],ynn £68 6s. 4~d., for three hundred and twenty-
one and a half yards Tow Linen, delivered to Mr. Lewis
Nicola, for Bed Cases.

An Order was drawn on lVIr.Nesbitt, in favol1/'of Captain
John Ilazlewood, for £50, on account of Fire Rafts; to
be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Archibald Dick
£ 11 9s., for repairing Arms belonging to Colonel Miles's
Battalion.

lVIr.Nesbitt was directed to pay John Pringle £53 8s.
3d., being the balance due him on the cargo of the Brig
Greyhound.

lVIr.Robert Towers was directed to deJiver to Captain
James Oraig two hundred Grape and one hundred Swivel
Shot, he engaging to return the like quantity.

Resolved, That all the Powder now on board the Ship,
Floating Batteries, and armed Boats, belonging to this State,
be delivered to lVIr.Robert Towers, Commissary, who is
hereby directed to replace it with a like quantity.

In Council of Safety, October 8, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., David Rittenhouse,
Samuel Morris, Sen., John Bayard, Joseph Blewer, Uwen
Biddle, Henry Keppele, Jun., Francis Gurney, Samuel C.
Morris, Fred. Kuhl, John Bull.

lVIr.Nesbitt was directed to pay lVIr.Alexander Dick
£ 13 5s., for six Muskets, delivered to 1\1r. Towers.

lVIr.Nesbitt to pay Philip Becleer, for boarding men of
CoJonel Miles's Battalion, £ 12 10s. 6d.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt. in favour of Moses
Marshall, for thirteen and a half cords of Wood, delivered at
Fort-Island, at the market price.

.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colo-
nel Philip Oole, of .ZVorthumberlandCoullty, for £ 100, for
the p"rpose of providing Drums, Colours, &c., for the use
of his Battalion; tQ be charged to his Account.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay Benjamin Randolph
£18 138. 2d., for Plank, delivered for use of Fort-Island.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain William Hallock
£2L Is. 7d., for salvage of sundries saved out of Brig
Nancy, blown up at Cape May.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Owen Biddle £446
14s. Id., being the balance of his account for Clothin<T
purchased by him for Colonel Atlee's Battalion, and sun~
dries for Fort-Island, &c., &c.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL.II.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to James Boylan £3
14s. 6d., for twenty-fi\'e Cantet:'ns; four of \\bich delivered
to Mr. Towers, to be charged t') this State; and twenty-one
deliven-'d at Flying-Camp, to be charged to Congress.

Mr. Towers was dirpctt'rI to deliver to J(Jhn ltIoyer, Com-
missal'y of Stores forBillingsport, 50 Shovels,50 Spades,
20 Pitchillg Axes, 20 Wheelbarrows, 20 Handbarrows, 20
Pick A xes; for the use of the Fortification at Billingsport,
taking his receipt.

In order that all the Accounts for pay due to those 'who
attended as Memhers of the late Conference of Committees
or Convention of this State, may be in one person's hands,

Mr. Nesbitt is herehy directed to call upon Mr. Hillegas
and receive from him any money he has paid by order of
this Board to such Members, the same to be charged by lVIr.
Hillegas, agreeable La the resolve of Convention made for
that purpose.

This Board, taking into their considt:'ration the advance
prices of almost every necessary of life, and upan a proper
representation from the chevaux-de-frise Pilots respecting
their sitUation, do hereby

Resolve, That the said Pilots, in addition to their pay
from this State, be allowed, from the date hereof, to receive
5s. pt:'r foot for every vessel they conduct through the che-
vaux-de-frise to and from Chester, to be paid by the captains'
or owners of such vessels.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesb£tt, in favour of John
itlartin, for £5, to defray the expenses of bringing him from
Camp and during his being under the Doctor's hands, he being
wounded on Long-Island; to be charged to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Thomas Dun-
gan, of Colonel Hill's Battalion, of PhiladelpMa County,
for sundry Arms, &c., for the use of his Company, £ 161 6s.

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Wharton, Jun., and Colonel
John Bayard, be appointed to fit out the ship ltlontgomery,
now in the service of this State, and load her with such mer-
chandise as may be proper to purchase such articles of cloth-
ing, &c., asmay be necessary for the service of this State; for
which purposethey are authorized, as soon as the sitUation
of our river and bay will permit, to dispatch her to any place
they may judge will be the best market and mostprobably
supply the goods which shall be ordered.

Mr. OIJJenBiddle produced a receipt for a cask of Tow
Linen No.4, signed by Lewis Nicola, which cask he re-
ceived from Colonel It'lattMas Slough, of Lancaster, and
delivered unopened to said Nicola.

Commissions were this day granted for Officers of the
~ourth Battalion of Associators in Northumberland County,
VIZ:

Philip Cole, Colonel; Thomas Sutherland, Lieutenant-
Colonel; Thoma.yFoster, First Major; Casper Yost, Second
Major; Devalt Miller, Standard Bearer; James McCoy,
Adjutant.

First Company: John Clark, Captain; Henry Pongius,
First Lieutenant; James Moor, Second Lieute.nant; Pat-
rick Watson, Ensign.

Second Company: _Michael Weaver, Captain.
Third Company: Jacob Link, Captain.
Fourth Company: William Wiraclt, Captain; John Sher-

red, First Lieutenant; William Gill, Second Lieutenant;
Nathaniel ltloon, Ensign.

Fifth Company: George Wor!, Captain; Georrre Con-
rad, First Lieutenant; Michael Wildgoos,Second Lieuten-
ant; John Hesler, Ensign..

Sixth Company: George Obermiar, Captain; James Mc-
Calvery, First Lieutenant; Peter Wirach, Second Lieuten-

.ant; lUichael Schnider, Ensign.

The Board then adjourned to five o'clock afternoon, when
the followina Members met:

Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, John Bull, Frederick
Kuhl, Samuellt'lorris, Sen., David Rittenhouse, Owen Bid-
dle, Samuel C. ltlorris, John Bayard.

Whereas the honourable Congress have resolved that the
Accounts of the Militia of this State shall be paid assoon as
certificates can be produced to the Committee appointed to
settle the same, of their having returned all the publickstores
in their possession; and as many poor people who cheerfully
turned out in the service of their country may be deprived
of their pay for a considerable space of time, to the prejudice

6
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of their families and affairs, in consequence of the officers of
the several Com panies not being acquainted with the before-
mentioned resolutions in time: Therefore

Resolved, 1st, That the State of Pennsylvania will be
accountable to the Congress for all the Continental stores
not delivered to the Deputy Quartermaster-General, that the
payment of accounts of the Associators may meet with as
little delay as possible.

2d. That the Officers of the several Battalions do forth-
with apply to the Committee appointed by Congress for
payment of their accounts, and when received, that they
immediately pay off their men.

3d. That the Commanding Officer of every Battalion of
Associators which has been in the service, do return to Robert
Towers, Esq., Commissary, as speedily as possible, all such
Continental 01' State stores, arms excepted, as were delivered
to his Battalion, in order that such as belong to Congress
may be restored.

As it is not improbable that General Howe may detach
part of his Army by water from New- York, to invade this
State, and as we should be unable to make any defence against
them by land in our present unarmed condition; and as not
only the safety of this State but the preservation and security
of a great pat.t of the mi]itary stores belongin g to Congress
is thereby endangered:

Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel Bayard, and
Mr. Biddle, be appointed to confer with a Committee of
Congress on the expediency of having a body of Troops
stationed near the City of Philadelphia, for tbe defence of
this State, and that a General Officer of some experience be
appointed to have the commandof saidforce.

In Council of Safety, October 9, ]776.

Present: David Rittenhou,~e, Vice President, John Bay-
ard, Samuelltlorris, Sen., Henry Keppele, Jun., John Bull)
Francis Gurney, Frederick Kuhl, Joseph Blewer, Henry
Wynkoop, Owen Biddle.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Lewis
Giron, for ~50, on account of Stone for sinking Piers at
Fort-Island.

.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Joel Zane £ 10 16s. 3d.,
for Sash Weights delivered to Thomas Nevill.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay John Dunlap £] 39 lIs.
3d., for Cartridge Paper, and printing Commissions, &c.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver John Vander!;rest two
hundred Gun-Locks, taking his receipt. '-'

Ao Orrler was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of John
McMicken, for £ 150.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Thomas Nevill, for £ 100, towards Gun-Carriages; to be
charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Major E. Williams
£ 105 19s. 9d., for his pay and rations to 1st October.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Henry
Wynkoop, Esq., for £500, for the payment of Arms, &c.,
purchased for this State; to be charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Jacob
Rittenhouse, for £24 19s. 2d., for Cartridge Paper delivered
to Mr. Towers.

The Council being informed that several people have
purchased a cargo of Salt from the importer at 12s. per
busbel, and tbat they have since advanced tbe price of that
necessary article on the consumer to 22s. 6d.:

Resolved, That this Council highly disapprove the con-
duct of those mercenary men, who, regardless of the publick
good and the interests of their country, in this unreasonable
and avaricious manner, rnonopoJize those artieles, so neces-
sary to the community, and lay on such enormous profits as
puts it out of the power of the industrious poor to procure a
necessary supply for their families; and therefore this Board
do further

Resolve., That the aforesaid purchase is, and shall be,
void, and the cargo of Salt shall be purchased Ii-om the cap-
tain at the price aforesaid, and sold out to the inhabitants in
such quantities as may be necessary for their families, at the
prime cost, adding thereto so much only as will defray the
necessary expense of unloading and measuring it; and that
in future no person be admitted to make purchase of any
goods or merchandise coming from sea to this port until the

vessels arril'e and regularly enter at the custom-house, and
until report of the cargo on said vessels to made to this Board.

In Council of Safety, October 10, 1776.

Present: Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney, Frederick
K'lhl, Samuel Morris, Sen., Chairman, Samuel C. Morris,

, Henry Keppele, J un., George Gray.

Alexander Morrice was permitted to depart this State in
the scbooner Mariamne, Captain William Graham, to Cape
Nicola .Mole, in Hispaniola.

In Council of Safety, October 11,1776,

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, John Bayard, Frederick Kuhl, Francis Gurney,
Joseph Blewer, Samuel C. Morris, Owen Biddle.

John ltl. Nesbitt, Esq., Treasurer was directed to pay
James Tulton, to porterage of Anehors £2 14s., to be
charged to this State; and £ 11 ]Os. 6d., for porterage of
Cannon, &c., sent to Camp in New-Jersey; to be charged
to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay John Bazelee £ 11 15s., Gun Car'::
riages, &c.

Mr. Robert Towers was directed to deliver Colonel John
Cadwalader, 0/' his order, one hundred Muskets, with Bay-
onets and Accoutrements, and take his receipt for the same.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Peter
Jones, for £5, on account of his wages, he being a wounded
soldier belonging to Colonel Wagner's Battalion, and inform
his Company.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Thomas
Miles and Thoma,~ Curgee, for £50, on account of Arms
making by said M:iles, taking their joint bond for the same.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Doctors Duffield and
Rush f<)ftheir attendance on tbe Fleet and Artillery Com-
pany of this State, from 27th September, 1775, to July 5,
1776, with rations, £ 182 8s. Id.

A Commission was granted, agreeable to Resolve of
Congress, to James Smith, Commander of the letter of
marque brig Rutledge, mounting twelve carriage guns,
navigated by sixty-men, burthen about one hundred and
twenty tons, owned by Alexander Gillson.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Charles Cooper £57,
for seventy-six Cartouch Boxes, Belts and Scabbards, de-
livered to the Commissioners of Cumberland County; to be
charged to their Account.

Mr. Robert Towers was directed to deliver Joseph Dean
and Thomas Irvin forty poumls of Powder, they paying for
the same at 7 s. 6d. per pnund.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Robert Towers, in favour of
Major Thomas Proctor, for fifty Knapsacks, fifty Haversacks,
and fifty Canteens, for the use of his Artillery intended to
be sent to Fort ~Montgomery.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Chris-
tian Shaffer, for £20, towards repairs of Barracks; to be
charged to his Account.

Rtsolved, That Colonel Brodhead be directed to pro-
cure proper lists of such Clothes and other articles now in
possession of the Quartermaster, which were the property of
the soldiers belonging to the three Battalions belonging to
this State, either killed or taken prisoners on Long-Island,
to have tbem properly appraised, and to cause certificates of
such appraisements, with the names of the persons whose
property they were, to be transmitted to this Board; and
after such appraisement made, the Colonel is to distribute
the said Clothing, &c., amongst the men now under his
command in such manner as he shall think proper.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Joseph
Carson, for £500, to be eharged to Mr. Robert Smith, on
account of ehevaux-de-fi-ise building at Billingsport.

Tbe Conncil adjourned to three o'clock, when the fol-
lowing Members met: Thomas Tflharton, Jun., David Rit-
tenhouse, Owen Biddle, John Bayard, Frederick Kuhl,
John Bull, James Cannon, Francis Gurney, Samuel C.1J'lor-
ris, Joseph Blewer.

Resolved, That Messrs. DaV1:d Rittenhouse, JMeph
Blewer, Emanuel Eyres, and Peter Brown, go down to the
Piers to-morrow, and fix upon a method for fasteniog the
chain, and give directions to Thomas Davis and Lewis
Gyon to prepare everything necessary to fasten it without
delay; and that the Commodore order the boom to be
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brought up to Kensington, to Mr. Peter Brown's landing, as
soon as the tide will serve.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt to pay TJlilliam
Coleman, a sick soldier, discharged from Colonel A-liles's
Battalion, £ I 5s. per month, agreeable to resolve of Con-
gress, until he recovers his sight, or liuther orders; to be
charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of James
Dundas, for £ 100, and charge the same to his Account.

In Council of Safety, OClober 12, 1776.

Present: Thomas TVharton, Jun., President, Samuel Mor-
ris, Sen., John Bayard, Frederick Kuhl, James Cannon,
Georl{e Gray, John Bull, Francis Gurney, Owen Biddle,
Sam~el Cad. ltIorris.

An Order was drawn on John M Nesbitt, Esq., in favour
of Messrs. Peter Dehaven Sf Co., on account of the Lock
Factory; to be charged to their Account.

Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary of Stores, was directed
to deliver Messrs. Peter Dehaven Sf Co. all the Gunlocks
in his hands, taking their receipt.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Baldwin Sf Tyler £ 15
19s. 6d., for repairs of Arms.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Nicholas Hicks, for £ 100, towards repairs at the Barracks;
to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Major Enion Williams,
for Guards, at State-House, Powder-House, &c., from July
to November, 1775, viz: sixty-six Privates and thirteen
Officers, at 2s. 6d. per day, £9 17s. 6d.; to be charged
to Congress.

Whereas it has been represented to this Council that
some persons in this State, preferring their own private
emolument to the duties of humanity and the publick good,
have monopolized amI engrossed whole cargoes or large
quantities of Salt; and as it is the practice in every well-
reuulated State, not only to discourage, but even to punish
all monopolizers of the necessaries of life; and as such evil
practices at this time are pernicious and very unjustifiable,
as, for the want of an established Government, provision
cannot be made against them; and being desirous to give
every reasonable encouragement to the importers of such
article, this Council do

Resolve, That they will allow the generous price of 15s.
per bushel for every bushel of Salt that may be imported
into this State, and delivered to them, until the 15th day of
November next; the same to be sold out to the publick in
small parcels at the first cost, by such person or persons as
they may hereafter appoint, in order that the necessities of
the good peoplemay be suppliedat as reasonablea rate as
possible, and the rapacious practices of avaricious men de-
featp-d ; it is therefore earnestly recommended to said import-
ers not to demand a higher price than is here offered; and
to make report to this Council of the quantities they have
or may import, that they may be treated with for the pur-
chase of the same.

Resolved, That Colone] Brodhead be allowed $30 per
month from the time of Colonel Miles's captivity, while he
continues commander of the Pennsylvania Troops, for the
support of his table, agreeable to the resolve of Assembly;
and that aU the officers of the said Troops be aUowed
twenty-five per cent. on their pay, as established by the late
Assembly, from the time of their march into New-Jersey
until the new Continental allowance has taken place, in
consideration of the extraordinary expense attending their
services in the neighbouring States.

In Council of Safely, October 14, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Samuel
Morris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney, George
Gray, Samuel C. Morris, Frederick Kuhl, Henry Keppele,
Jun., John Bayard, John Bull.

MI'. Robert Towers was directed to deliver Daniel King
fifty pounds of Copper, for the use of the Salt Works.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Dr. Dunlap £ 15 9s. 3d.,
for Medicines purchased for the use of the F]eet.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Captain
William Brown, for £ 100, on account of inlisting men for
the F]oating Battery; to be charged to his Account.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Lewis
:Nicola, for £ 100; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Lewis Nicola ten
Wheelbarrows and ten Shovels. for the use of the Barracks.

Joseph Ferree, Esquire, at Germantown, was directed to
deliver Doct. Harris one ton of Saltpetre, taking his receipt.

Resolved, That the Commissions of all the Captains and
Subalterns of the Twe]fth Battalion of Foot, to b,. raised
in this State for the Continental service, shall be dated the
1st of October, 1776, and their rank hereafter settled.

Resolved, That John Brady and John Harris be ap-
pointed Captains, and Christopher Gettig First Lieutenant,
in the Twelfth Battalion of Foot, to be raised in this State
for Continental service, &c.

Commissions were delivered them dated 1st October.

Resolved, That Francis Allison be appointed Surgeon of
the Twelfth Battalion, to be raised in this State for the
Continental service.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jeremiah Baker £ 138 4s.
lOd., for Wood, &c., delivered at the Barracks for Con-
tinenta] Troops stationed there; to be charged to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Edmund Beach, for
pine Boal'ds, for the use of the Convention, £ 11 Os. 6~d., for
Armed Boat.

Resolved, That a number of the publick Arms be deliv-
ered to the Commanding Officers of the several Balta]ions
of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, upon their
application to this Counci]; and that the Captains of each
Company be directed to enter in a book the names of the
Associators who receive any of the publick Arms, and place
the number or other mark of each Musket opposite to his
name.

Resolved, That the several Colonels of the Associators in
this State, do, as soon as possible, make return to the Council
of Safety of the number of Arms and Accoutrements in their
respective Batta]ions;that this Board may take proper meas-
ures to supply their deficiencies.

The Council adjourned to two o'clock afternoon, when
the following Members met: Thomas Wharton, Jun., Presi-
dent, David Rittenhouse, Vice President, John Bayard,
Samuel Morris, Sen., Frederick Kuhl, T. Matlack, James
Cannon, George Gray, Joseph Blewer, Samuel C. J.Uorris,
Owen Biddle.

Resolved, That Major Proctor be empowered to exchange
two hundred Arms, now in his possession, for the like number
of light Arms belonging to Congress.

The Council having received from Congress a copy of
Jetter from General Lee, informing that the Hessians had
embarked from Staten-Island, and did not doubt but that
they intended a visit to this State, whereupon a letter was
wrote to the Commodore, directing him to get the Flpet in a
proper state of defence; likewise a letter to Samuel Morris,
Jun., Esq., requesting him to send up the ammunition sloop,
and supply himself with a shallop in her stead, to assist
in sinking the chevaux-de-frise at Billingsport; also an
express was despatched with the intelligence to Mr. Henry
Fisher, at Lewistown, directing him to despatch two fast-
sailing boats, to go as far as Egg-Harbour, aud in order to
give intelligence of the movements of the enemy, and if any
discoveries were made to forward the same to this Council,
and to direct the signals to be attended to.

The Council adjourned to seven o'clock, when the fo]-
lowing Members met: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President,
David Rittenhouse, Samuel JtJorris, Sen., John Bayard,
James Cannon, Joseph Blewer, Owen Biddle, Francis Gur-
ney, Samuel Cad. ltIorris, Timothy Matlack.

A complaint being made by Captain Sharp Delany, that
a certain John Brigs, of TJlilhts Town, Chester County, had
insulted his Company of Militia returning into town from
exercise; and he appearing before this Council, and being
charged with making use of disrespectful words against the
liberties of Am~rica, and not denymg the same, was com-
mitted to the State Prison.

Resolved, That a bounty of $10 be given to every able-
bodied man who shall enter to serve during the war on board
the F]eet belonging to this State; and that Commodore
Seymour be directed to take the most effectual measures for
manning the F]eet to its full complement.

..
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In Council of Safety, October 15, 1776.

Presmt: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, Timothy
.Matlack Samuel 'Morris, S(>n.,Jos/;ph Blewer, David Rit-
tenhou~e: Henry Keppele, Jun., Benjamin .Bartholome.1V,
John Bayard, Fred. Kuhl, Samuel C. ~Morl"1s,Owen Btd-
dIe, Francis Gurney.

John ltl. Nesfntt was directed to pay Samuel Morris, Sen.,
and Prancis Gurney, £510, being so much deliver~d to two
Indian messengers from Stockbridge to Fort Pttt; to be
charged to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Cornman ~ Barge for 120 bushels of
Coal, dl,liverf'd to .MajorBenjamin Loxly, for the u~eof the
Brass Cannon Foundry, £30; to bf' charged to Ma} Loxly.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay William Roberts £46 6s. :ld., for
making Ammunition Boxes; and sundry Carpenters, work
done ~t the State House and Magazine.

MI'. Nesbitt to pay Walters Sr Bedwell the balance due
them forrefining 195 pounds of Continental Sulphur, £ 125;
to be charged to Congress. .

MI'. Nesbitt to pay John Britton £42 18s., for whIte oak
ScantlinO'for the Pier sunk in the channel near Fort-Island.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver to Messrs. Walters ~
Bedwell all the crude SuI phur in his possession, to be refined.

A n Order was drawn on John Maxwell ]Vesbitt, in fa-
vour of Captain John Harris, or his ~rder, for $4,00?,
takincr his receipt for the same, to be delIvered to Co]. Wd-
liam Cook, of tbe Twelfth Battalion; to be charged to the
Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Pollodore, (a Negro,) for beating drum
for Colonel Magaw's Battalion, two months and four days,
£9 15s.; to be charged to Congress, by their particular
desire.

Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel Matlack, Col-
onel Bayard, and .Mr. Bidlfle, be appointed to view the
several avenues to this City, and report to this Board the
places most suitable in their judgment to erect works of
defence; and they are directed to apply to General Ste-

. phens, Coloncl Dickinson, Colonel Cadwalader,and Col-
onel Humpton, and acquaint them of this appointment, and
request that they will give their assistance and advice in this
important business.

Resolved, That application be made to the Board of War
for a lettcr to the Commanding Officer in the State of New-
Jersey, to deliver to persons. appointed by this Board, tb~ee
pieces of Brass Cannon, with the st?res .and amml~OItlon
belonging to them, to be brought to this City for the Imme-
diate defence of tbis State.

The Council then adjourned to four o'clock, when the
followinO"Members met: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President,
Timothy ltlatlack, Owen Biddle, John Bull, Francis Gur-
ney, John Bayard, David Rittenhouse, Samuel Morris, Sen.,
Frederick Kuhl.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Dean Senkin, for 41 cords
of Woad, delivered at Fort-Island, at the market price.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Adam
Drinkhauze, for seven Muskets, £21 lOs., delivered to Co!.
Haller, at Flying-Camp; to be charged to the Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay James Thompson, for
35~ gaUons of Rum, and 4 quarts Molasses, for the use of
Colonel Miles's Battalion while at Lewistown; to be charged
to Congress, £ 18.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Hillegas, in favour of John
M. Nesbitt, Esq., for $40,000, being part of $100,000
borrowed of Congress.

1\'11'.Towers was directed to deliver Colonel Bull 30
Spades, 50 Shovels, 50 Grubbing-Hoes, 60 Wheelbarrows,
and 20 Axes, for the use of the Fortification at Billingsport.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Daniel Reybold £2 lOs.,
for one day's stage hire, going to Rudolph's Ferry, to carry
a Committee of this Board to Billingsport, and going ex-
press to Chester to forward a letter to IIenry Fisher.

In Council of Safety, October 16, 1776.

Present: Thomas 'Wharton,Jun., President, Samuel MlJr-
ris, Sen., John Bayard, Owen Biddle, Jos. Blewer, Timo-
thy Matlack, Frederick Kuhl, Samuel C. Morris, Francis
Gurney.

Mr. Isaac Cox informing the Council that his private busi-
ness will not admit his continuing Paymaster to the Penn-

sylvania Troops any longer, therefore begged leave to resign
his comn;ission ; which was accepted.

Resolved, That John Redman, Jun., be appointed Pay-
master to the Troops belonging to this State, late cornm~nded
by Colonels Miles and Atlee, with the rank of Captall1.

A commission was filled up and delivered to Mr. Redman
dated this day.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in fa\"our of Captain
James Copperthwaite, for £ 1,000, for carrying on the Con-
tinental Powder Mill; to be charged to his Account.

Major Proctor was desired to hold in readiness the detach-
ment intended to be sent to Fort ltlontgomery, to march at a
moment's warning.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Towers to deliver to Robert
Thompson half a ton of Saltpetre.

Then adjourned to two o'clock. Met: Tlwmas Tflhar-
lon, Jun., President. David Rittenhouse, Samuel .Morris,
Sen., John Bayard, Fred. Kuhl, Owen Biddle, Francis
Gurney, Joseph Blewer, Timothy .Matlack, Samuel C.
.Morris.

Mr. William Lyon, Member of this Council for Cumber-
land, appeared, and took and subscribed the qualification
directed by Convention.

Resolved, That the fo11owing gentlemen be appointed
Officers in the Twelfth Battalion of Foot, to be raised in
this State for Continental service,cot1'lmanded by Colonel
William Cook, viz:

Captains: Henry .McKinley, Alexander Patterson, Wil-
liam Work.

First Lieutenants: Stephen Chambers, William .McElhat-
ton, John Reily, John Henderson, T¥illiam Sayre.

Second Lieutenants: John Boyd, Samuel Quin, Edward
McCabe, John Hays, William Burd, John Carithers.

Ensigns: Benjamin Lodge, Jun., John Stone, William
Boyd, Thomas Hamilton, Blackall William Ball, Stewart
"lIerbert, Andrew Engle, Henry Stricker.

Adjutant: Thomas Hanson.

Resolved, That the foHowing representation be made to
the honourable Board of War:

The Council of Safety for the State of Pennsylvania
propose to the honourable the Board of War that the following
force be continued in the State, or at Trenton or Bil1ings-
port, in New-Jersey, as a necessary defence for this city, not
on]y against the British Troops, but the growing party of
disaffected persons which unhappily exists at this time; also
for the protection of the vast quantity of stores belonging to
Congress that are now in the publick Magazine, and at the
same time to carryon such works of defence as have been
or may be thought necessary, viz: The two Virginia Bat-
talions, the German Battalion, and four Companies of Ma-
rlOes.

And it is proposed to raise four Battalions of Mi]itia, to be
taken into pay for the immediate defence of this State, to be
furnished by the following Counties, viz: One from York
County, of five hundred men; one from Cumberland County,
of five hundred men; one from Lancaster County, of five
hundred men; one from Berks County, of five hundred men.

It is apprehended that the abo\'e force, with the assistance
of our Militia, might obstruct the progress of any body of
troops that General Howe might detach from his army, until
reinforcements cou]d arrive from the Flying.Camp, or Gene-
ral Washington's Army; and it is presnmed that a less force
than the above-mentioned will by no means be adequate to
the support of the present Government in this State against
the opposite party, should General Washington's Army be
defeated; and they would beg leave earnestly to urge the
necessity of retaining for that purpose the Continental Troops
now in this State.

As there are no persons of military experience amongst us,
it is pl'Oposed that General Stephens be appointed to the
command of this lorce.

In Council of Safety, October 17,1776.

Present: John Bayard, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Samnel
Morris. Sen., Timothy Matlack, George Gray, Francis
Gurney, Joseph BlewCT,Samuel C. .Morris, Frederick Kuhl,
William Lyons.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain David Burch
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for five hundred and eighteen bushels of Salt, at 4s., £362
12s.

Mr. Nesbitt waS directed to pay C010nel James Kirkbride
£46 8s. 1Od., for Arms and Accoutrements taken from Non-
Associators; to be charged to the Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Little 8r Owner £9 7s. 6d., for
making Ammunition Chest for Fire Guard Boats.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Robert Fitzgerald £28 2s., for
Rammer and Ladle Shafts, Heads, and Pins, &c., for Major
Proctor.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay George Graham £3 3s., for wharfage
of the armed boat Convention.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed 10 pay Major Thomas Proctor
£48 14s. 5d., for boarding sick Soldiers belonging to the
Artillery Companies commanded by him.

Resolved, That Captain Blewer be appointed to employ
proper persons to build ten flat-bottom Boats, for transport-
ing Troops.

Resolved, That no persons be permitted to view the Fort-
ifications, or go on shore at Fort-Island unless they are
employed in ollr service, 01' have permission from the Com-
mittee for Fort-Island, or this Board.

A Letter was wrote to Commodore Seymour, directing him
not to suffer any pel'sons but such as are employed in the
service of this State, to sound the channel through the che-
vaux-de-frise, or take any measures to gain information of
our works of defe1}ce; and if any such should be discov.ered,
to apprehend them, and inform this Board thereof.

The Council adjourned to three o'clock afternoon, when
the following Members met: John Bayard, Chairman,
Owen Biddle, George Gray, Samuel C. }}lorris, Francis
Gurney, William Lyons, Joseph Blewer, Frederick Kuhl.

Resolved, That five hundred bushels of Salt be sent to the
Committee of Trenton, to be sold out in small quantities to
the inhabitants of the State of New-Jers/'y, at the ratt> of
15s. per bushel; with such other cost of freight, &c., as the
said Committee may assess; and that Captain William
Richards be directed to take up the Salt in his shallop, and
receive of the said Committee at the rate of 15s. per bushel
for the same; for which he is to be accountable to this State.

Resolved, That Jonathan Coupland be appointed Captain
'of a Guard Boat, in the service of this State.

In Council of Safety, October 18,1776.

Prespnt: John BaY(Trd, Chairman, SamuellHorris, Sen.,
Owen Biddle, Joseph Blewer, George Gray. Tim?thy Mat-
lack, Francis Gurney, Frederick Kuhl, Samuel C. Morris,
William Lyons.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Robert Towers, in favour of
Mr. Owen Biddle, for thirty pieces of Sail Duck, to be re-
placed by him or accounted for to this Board.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
John Mitchell; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain John Lighburn
for eight hundred bushels of Salt, at 14s., £560.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Chris-
tian Shaffer, for £60, for work done at Barracks; to be
charged to his Account.

Resolved, That in considerationof the high price of
Clothing, &c., the pay of the men on board the Fleet
belonging- to this State, be advanced to £3 per month, to
commence from the next pay day.

John Brigs was discharged from his confinement upon
giving security for his good behaviour.

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon; Members met:
John Bayard, Chairman, Owen Biddle, George Gray,
Francis Gurney, Joseph Blewer, Samuel il'Ior~is, Sen.,
Timothy Matlack, Frederick Kuhl, William Lyons.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Joseph Bleu'er
£9 2s. Sd., for Junk delivered to Captain Richards.

In Council of Safety, October 19, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wh(1rton, Jun., President, John Bay-
ard, Samuel Morris, Spn., Francis Gurney. DaV1:dRitten-
house, Joseph Blewer, Timothy Matlack, Samuel C. Morris,
Frederick Kuh7, William Lyon.

Mr. N, sbitt was directed to pay Alexander Rutherford
£76 5s. 10r Cartouch-Boxes, Bayonet-Belts, &c.

Mr. Nfsbitt was directed to pay to John Pringle £468,
for three hundred and sixty Gun-locks delivered to Mr.
Robert Towers.

Mr. Tou'us was directed to deliver Jacob Lush one ton
Saltpetre and eight hundred pounds Sulphur.

Captain William Gamble requested leave to resign his com-
mission as commander of the fire sloop Etna; which was
accepted, and he is discharged from the service of this
State.

Resolved, That John Brice be appointed Captain of the
fire sloop Etna, in the room of Captain William Gamble,
resigned.

Mr. Nl'sbia was directed to pay Sergeant Wever £ 16; to
be charged to the Commanding Officer of the First Penn-
sylvania Battalion.

An Order was drawn on John1~Iaxwell Nfsbitt,in favour
of John William,~, for £60, towards the armed boat Dela-
ware, building by him; to be charged to his Account.

A Letter was received from Abna Davis, a Third Lieu-
tenant in tbe Second Battalion of Riflemen, belonging to
this State, resigning his commission, as his health will not
admit his continuing longer in the service; which resignation
was accepted, and he is discharged accordingly.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Sacheveral Wood, for
Provisions, &c., &c., for Convention and Council of Safety,
when visiting Billingsport and Fort-Island, at several dif-
ferent times, £ 146 98. Id.

In Council of Safety,' October 2],1776

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, Jolin Ba!!
ard, Samuel il'Iorris, Sen., Joseph Blewer, John Bull,
Beor!{e Gray, Owen Biddle, Frederick Kuhl, Samw;l C.
il'Iorris, Henry Keppele Jun., Timothy Matlack, William
Lyons.

John M Nesbitt, Esquire, was directed to pay to Major
Lewis Nicola £193 Is. 2d., being the balance of an ac-
count for repairs at Barracks. .

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour Major
Lewis Nicola, for £ 100; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Jas. Cochran
£ IOd2 12s. 6d., for one thousand four hundred and ]orty_
three and a half bushels of Salt delivered to Robert Est-
burn.

.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Ebenezer Lundy £137 lOs., for two
hundred Cartouch-Boxes and two hundred Bayonet-Belts,
delivered to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Captain Ayres a
sufficient quantity of Ammunition to prove nine 6-pounder
Cannon.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of James
Dundass, for £500, on account of the Fortification at
Billingsport; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Messrs. Peter Deha-
ven 8r Co. three hundred pounds Copper, for the use of
the Lock Factory.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Peter Dehaven for super-
intending Lock Factory, two hundred and twenty days, at
7s. 6d., £82 lOs.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay James Carter for super-
intending Lock Factory, eighty-one days, at 6s., £24 6s.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Messrs.
Peter Dehaven 8r Co., for £500, on account of Lock
Factory; to be charged to their Account.

Resolved, That Mr. Gray and Captain Blewer be ap-
pointed to sound the eastern channel of the River Delaware,
near Fort-Island, and to give directions for stopping that
passage, if they should find it necessary.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver William Kinnard one
piece of Russia Duck, for making Sails for the armed boat
Delaware.

Resolved, That Captain Francis Gurney be appointed to
receive of Robert Eastburn all the money now in his hands
for Salt sold by him by order of this Counci], and all other
moneys which may be recei\'(~d by the said Eastburn, for
any future cargoes; the said Francis Gurney to be account-
able for such sums to this Board.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Alli-
son 8r Worrel, £50, on account of work done at Fort-
Island; to be charged to their Account.
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Mr. Robert Eastburn was directed to deliver Carpenter
Wharton, Esq., five hundred bushels of Salt, he paying at
the rate of 15s. per bushel for the same.

In Council of Safety, October 22,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Samuel Morris, Sen., lIenry Keppele, Jun., Fran-
cis Gurney, John Bull, Samuel C. Morris, William Lyons.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colo-
nel Nicholas Hausagger, for twelve hundred Dollars, for
the use of the German Battalion; to be charged to the
Colonel.

MI'. Nesbitt was directed to pay James Scott, for ten
cords of Wood, delivered at Fort-Island, at 26s., £ 13.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay to Robert Towers, Com-
missary of Stores, £ 119 4s. 6d., for making Cartridges,
men's wages, Nitre purchased, &c.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Hennesey £ 1 9s.
2d., being the balance of his Account for expenses in search-
ing after Deserters.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Mo.ffat, for £ 120, for Smith work; to be charged to Mr.
Robert Smith.

In Council of Safety, October 23, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, John Bayard, Samuel Morris, Francis Gurney,
Samuel C. Morris, Fred. Kuhl, James Cannon, Joseph
Blewer, Timothy Matlack, Owen Biddle, George Gray.

Mr. Peter Rhoads, Member for Northampton County,
appeared the first time, and took and subscribed the qualifi-
cation directed by Convention.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jacob James £2 9s.6d.,
for dieting Captain Albright's Company, of Col. Miles's
Battalion.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Doctor Bond three
pounds of Saltpetre for MediCine.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Major
McMasters, for £6, to be charged to this State, for expenses
concerning Bucks County election.

M... Nesbitt was directed to pay Archibald Me Call
£ 175, for seven six-pounder Cannon, at £25; to be
charged to Congl"ess,being sent to Amboy.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay James Oellers £ 178 Os.
6d., for t\\'enty~one tierces and barrels of Sulphur, delivered
Mr. Towers.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Towers, to deliver Captain
Daniel Joy three hundred pounds of Powder for proving
Cannon.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Cap-
tain William Richards, for £500; to be charged to his
Account.

Resolved, That Mr. Wharton, Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr.
Biddle, and Colonel Humpton, be appointed to \,iew the
country, and fix upon a spot for a Magazine for military
stores, and make report to this Board.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Matthias Slough £198
15s., for seven hundred and ninety-eight pounds Saltpetre,
delivered Mr. Towers.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Matthias Slough
two hundred and sixty-five pounds of Powder, which, with
the above sum, is in full for one thousand and sixty pounds
Saltpetre.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Doct. Thomas Hendry
£18 15s., for one hundred pounds Saltpetre, which, with
twenty-five pounds Powder, ordered to be delivered to him
by Mr. Towers, is in full for said Saltpetre.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Isaac Taylor £5, for
two Guns and two Bayonets, delivered to Mr. Towers.

Adjourned to three o'clock, aftel'Ooon.
Met accordin~ to adjournment. John Bayard, Chairman,

George Gray, Francis Gurney, Samuel C. .Murris, Joseph
Blewer, William Lyons, Frederick Kuh!.

In Council of Safety, October 24, 1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President,
.
Francis

Gurney, Samuel Morris, Fred. Kuhl, Owen Biddle, James

Cannon, Joseph Blewer, Samuel C. Morn:s, William Lyons,
John Bayard, George Gray.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mon-
sieur' Thaddeus Kosciusko, for £50, as a reward for his ser-
vices in laying out a plan of a Fortification at Billingsport;
to be charged to Congress.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain John Jemeson
£8 15s. lOd., for the expenses of his Company, in order
to. suppress the election at Newtown, Bucks County, per
order of Colonel Baxler, Second Battalion.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Com-
modore Seymour, for $1,000, for the pm pose of recruiting
men for the Fleet; to be charged to hIs Account.

Resolved, That Captain Joseph Blewer and Captain
Fr:ancis Gurney be desired to take such steps as they may
thmk necessary to secure the person of Charles Roberts
Captain of the Schooner Thetis, at Reedy~Island with all
his papers, and lay them before this Board. '

Resolved, That Jacob Myle be appointed Quartermaster
to the German Battalion, commanded by Colonel Hausag-
ger.

Mr. Nesbitt was directt'd to pay David Potts £42 98.,
for Bar Iron, deliveredto Jacob Myers.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Colonel Richard Thomas
£17 3s. 2d., for eight Guns, aken fmm Non.Associators in
Chester County; to be charged to Colonel Thomas.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Robert Semple
£21Os.

Major Knox received an order for eighty Shot of twenty
ounces, and one hundred Swivel Shot, on the Commissary,
to be returned.

.Resolved, That the Officers of the Troops belonginO'to
thIs ~tate, who ~re now p.risonerswith the enemy, shall ~ke
rank III the service of thIs State accordino to their several
commissions, and be entitled to pay and ra~ions the same as
if they were in actual service.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay John Tyler £6 lIs. 9d., for repairing
Arms belonging to Captain Willis's Company, of Colonel
.Moore's Battalion.

Agreeable to resolves of this Council, the following ar-
rangement of Captains and Subaltern Officers for the Bat-
t~lion to be kept in the pay of this State, was agreed to,
VIZ:

Captains: 1. Lewis Farmer; 2. John Murry; 3. Patrick
Anderson; 4. James Marshall; 5. Philip Albrigltt; 6.
Abraham Dehuff; 7. Benr'lj Crist; 8. John McGowen'
9. Mart£n Ganat; 10. James Fmncis Moore.

)

First Lieutenants: 1. Benard Ward; 2. Peter Shaffner'
3. John Thompson; 4. James Lang; 5. John Clark; 6:
John .carpenter; 7. John Robb; 8. Robert Burns; 9. Jas.
Harmlton; 10. Joseph Finly.

Second Lieutenants: 1. Jacob Metz; 2. Thomas GtYUer-
ly; 3. Thomas Boyd; 4. Stephen Hanna; 5. Abraham
Smith; 6. James Sutor; 7. Robert Campbell; 8. George
Gmnt; 9. Joseph Davis; 10. James Holmes.

Third Lieutenants, or Ensigns: 1. James Whitehead; 2.
George Shaffner; 3. William ;tloore; 4. George Hafner;
5. Andrew Little; 6. Thomas Wilson; 7. Jacob Sneider;
8. Casper Weaver; 9. Thomas lYJcComb; 10. George
{;uyer. .

Surgeon: JacobReiger.
Surgeon's Mate:' James Buck.
Jacob Laverswyler Quartermaster, with the rank of
Thomas Wallace, Adjutant.
The Council adjourned to three o'clock, when the follow-

ing !\Jt'mbersmet: David Rittenhouse, Vice President Owen
Biddle, Ge01-geGray, John Bayard, Francis Gurn;y Jo-
seph Blewer, WilliamLyons. ' .

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay the following Accounts:
Captain Levering, for repairing Arms, £3 4s. 9d.
Joh~ D1!nlap, for print~ng.for the Convention, £33 lOs.
BenJam~n Town, for prmtmg for the Convention, £4 5s.
Resolved, That Captain Blewer be appointed to contract

with proper persons for building twelve Boats to guard the
Fire Rafts.

Resolved, That the Committee for Fort-Island be desired
,to erect a Fire at Fort-Island, and employ persons to man-
ufacture Nails at said Island.
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In Council of Safety, October 25,1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., Presidf'nt, David Rit-
tenhouse, Samuel Morris, Sen., Henry Keppele, Jun., John
Bayard, Frederick Kuhl, Francis Gurney, Samuel C. Mor-
ris, Owen Biddle, George Gray, Jos"ph Blewer, William
Lyons.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Frederick Snider £5 5s.
9d., for riding express to Berks County, with despatches to
the Commanding Officers of the several Battalions to hold
themselves in readiness to march to this City in case of an
attack.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver Captain Wm. Brown
a sufficient quantity of Ammunition to prove the Guns for
the new Floating Battery.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Jesse Jones £ 11 10s., for seven Mus-
kets delivered to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Adam Zantzinger £ 108, for Saltpetre
delivered to Mr. Towers.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Lieutenant-Colonel Baxter for part of
a Company's expenses in Backs County, in order to disperse
the people at the late election there.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Mr. Evans, forBlankets, coarse Cloths,
&c., purchased by direction of this Council, for the service
of this State, £50 1s. 7d.

Resolved, That the following arrangement be made in the
Battalion belonging to this State, viz:

1st. That the men in the Companies lately commanded by
Captains Lewis Farmer, John Marray. Patrick Anderson,
James Marshall, Philip Albright, Abraham Dehuff, and
lIenry Crist, while formed in three Battalions, do now con-
tinue under the command of the said Captains respecti\'ely.

2d. That the men lately commanded by Captain Henry
Shade be commanded by Captain John .McGowen.

3d. That the men lately commanded by Captain Francis
Murray be commanded by Captain Morton Garret. '

4th. That the men lately commanded by Captain Richard
Brown be commanded by Captain Jame.y Francis More.

5th. That eight Companies of the Battalion of this State
be armed with muskets, and that their rifles be exchanged
as soon as convenient.

6th. That two Companies be armed with rifles, and that
the Colonel or Commanding Officer is to select the best men
for that purpose out of the whole corps; the Captains to have
the choice of said Companies according to seniority.

7th. That after the two Rifle Companies are formed, the
men lately belonging to the Companies under Captains An-
drew Long, 'William Peebles, Casper 1fTeitzel, Joseph Irvine,
Peter Grub, Jun., Petet Z. Lloyd, Thomas Herbert, John
Nice, Joseph Howell, Jun., and Joseph JUcCltland, be
united to Captains Farmer's, ~Murray's, Anderson's, Mar-
shall's, Albright's, DehuJJ's, Crist's, .McGowen's, Garret's,
and ,!t1oore's Companies, equal in number of etfecti\"e men,
and that the Commanding Officer of tbe Battalion allow the
said men the liberty of choosing what Companies they will
enter jnto, so far as he can consistent with the foregoing
arrangement.

8th. That the Subaltern Officers be allowed to arrange
themselves under such Captains as they, by mutual agree-
ment, may think proper; but upon the CommandingOfficer's
representing to them any impropriety in the said arrange-
ment, tbey are to rectify it.

9tb. That all Non-Commissioned Officers be appointed
by the Commanding Officer of the Battalion; wbich appoint-
ments are to be made known in Regimental Orders, which
shall be sufficient authority for their acting in said stations.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Jacob Tusten £ 18 4s.,
. for thirteen cords of Wood, delivered at Fort-Island.

Resolved, That, in forming a new Battalion, this Board
will appoint such persons for Officers as, in their opinion, are
suitable, without being confined to those in service. That
all Captains and Subalterns in the Army shall rise regimeut-
ally. That all Field Officers shall be promoted according
to the line. That the Board will make the foregoing a rule
for their conduct, except in such instances where the good
of the publick may require a deviation, of which the Board
will at all times reserve the right of judging.

Resolved, That Lieutenant-Colonel James Itvine be pro-
moted to the rank of Colonel, and appointed to the Ninth
Battalion of Continental Troops of this State:

That Lieutenant-Colonel Lambert Cadwalader be pro-

moted to the rank of Colonel, and appointed to the Fourth
Battalion (late Shee's) of ditlo:

That Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Penrose be promoted to
the rank of Colonel, and appointed to tbe Tenth Battalion
of ditto:

That Richard Hampton, Esq., be appointed Colonel of
the Eleveillh Battalion of ditto:

That Daniel Brodhead, Esq., be appointed Lieutenant-
Colonel of the Fourth Battalion (late Shee's) of ditto.

That Major Anthony James Morris be promoted to the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and appointed to the Second
Battalion (De Haas's) of ditto:

That Major Ge01-ge Nagle be promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel, and appointed to the Ninth Battalion
of ditto:

That Major James Dunlap be promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel, and appointed to the Tenth Battalion
of ditto:

That Francis Gurney, Esq., be appointed Lieutenant-
Colonel of the Eleventh Battalion of ditto:

That John Patton, Esq., be appointed to the rank of
Major of the Ninth Battalion-of ditto:

That Captain Jonathan Junes be promoted to the rank
of Major, and be appointed to the Second Battalion (De
Haas's) of ditto:

That Captain John Beaty be promoted to the rank of
Major, and be appointed to the Sixth Battalion (Magaw's)
of ditto:

That Major Henry Becker be removed to be Major of
the Tenth Battalion of ditto:

That Captain William West be promoted to the rank of
Major, and appointed to the Fourth Battalion (Cadwalader's)
of ditto: .

That Francis Mentges, Esq., be appointed Major of the
Eleventh Battalion of ditto:

That Captain David Greer be promoted to the rank of
Major, and appointed to the Seventh Battalion (W'illiam
Irwin's) of ditto:

Resolved, That the above-mentioned Officers have rank
according to the order in which their names are here set down.

Adjourned to four o'clock afternoon, when the following
Members met: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David
Rittenhouse, Samuel iUottis, Sen., Francis Gurney, William
Lyons, Frederick Kahl.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay an Order drawn on this
Board by George Stevenson, Chairman of the Committee of -,

Inspection for Cumbe1"landCounty, in favour of Mr. Robert
Miller, for £550, for one hundred Rifles, makina in said
County for this State. "

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Charles Cooper, for
Cartouch Boxes, &c.; to be charged as follows: £95 18s. 6d.
to Colonel Robert Callender, of Cumberland CountY" £ 13
lIs. Od. to Colonel John Montgomery, of Cumb;rland
County; £ 11 8s. 6d. to Colonel Armstron/f, of Cumberland
County; £56 6s. 6d. to Colonel James Wilson, of Cumber-
land County; making £177 4s. 6d. in the whole.

In Council of Safety, October 26, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., Dal,id Rittenhouse
Samuel Morris, Sen., Frederick Kuhl, Timothy Matlack'
Joseph Blewer, Owen B£ddle, George Gmy, John Bulz'
Fmncis Gumey, Samuel C. Morris, lrederick Kuhl Jame;
Cannon, William Lyons. '

MI'. John M. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain John
Lightbarn £842 5s.,' for eleven hundred and twenty-three
bushels of Salt, delivered to Robett Eastburn.

Resolved, That Major Proctor be ordered immediately to
send forward the detachment of Artillery to Fort Mont-
gomery, in the State of New- York, agreeable to a request
of Congress, there to remain until further orders from this
Councii.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Thomas Pryor 8r Co.,
£520, for four hundred Gun-Locks, uelivered to Mr. Towets.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Luke Keating £37 16s. 3d., for five
barrels of Pork; to be charged to the Salt Works.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Alexander Boyle for gojna to Bucks
and Chester Counties, to summon Judges and ~thers con-
cerned in the said election, £6 5s. -

Mr. Towets was directed to deliver Richard Peters, Esq.,
three hundred stand of Arms, for the Board of War.
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1\11'. rowers was directed to deliver John Boggart olle
quartt'r cask of Powder, to lw by him delivered to the Com-
mittee of Inspf'ction and Observation of Bucks COUllty, and
by them distributed to the Associators of said County.

Jl,sQI1)cd, That the Officers of the three late Provincial
Battalions, who have signified theil' desire to engage in the
service on the new establishment, and accordingly are not
provided for in the arrangement already made, be directed
to repair to Philadelphia, as soon' as the situation of the
Amp-rican Army will admit of their absence; and that
Major Williams acquaint them with this resol VI'.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Colonel Henry Geiger £6, for t:vo
Rifles, and £ 16, for six Flrelocks, for the use of the Flymg
Camp.

Mr. TQwerli was directed to deliver Mr. Gurney one hun-
dred Swivel-Shot, he paying for the saIne.

Resolvp-d, That this Board will, on Monday, the fourth
day of November next, proceed to apP?int Cap~ains and
Subalterns in the Eleventh Pennsylvama Battahon, to be
commanded by Colonel Richard Humpton,.

In Council of Safety, October 28, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
enhouse, John Bayard, George Gray, Samuel Morris, Sen.,
Owen Biddle, Francis Gurney, William Lyon, Frederick
KuM, Timothy Matlack, Samuel C. Morrill, Joseph Blewer,
John Bull.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Mr. Robert Towers £69
Os. 2d., for workmen's wages, making Musket Cartridges,
&c.

MI" Robert Towers was directed to deliver John Spar-
hawk one hundred and three pounds of Shot, to be replaced
by him.

Mr. Towers was directed .to deliver Colon!)l John Bull
forty PitchinIT-Axes, one hundred Shovels, One hundred
Wheelbarrow~, and fifty Grubbing-Hoes, taking his receipt,
being for the Fortification at Billingsport.

An Order was drawn on John M. Nesbitt, Esquire, in
favour of Messrs. Rutter Sf Potts, for £ J,000, on account
of Cannon and Shat ca.st for this State; to be charged to
their Account.

Mr. Ne.~bitt was directed to pay Michael Kuhn £5 121$.
6d., for gaing express to Chester, to summon Judges, &c.,
of the late election at Chester.

The Council adjourned to three o'clock, when the fol-
owing Members met: Thoma$ Wharton, Jun., President,

David Rittenhouse, Owen Biddle, John Bayard, George
Gray, Samuel C. Morris, William Lyon, Frederick Kuhl.

John M. Nesbitt, Esquire, was directed to pay Francis
Clark £ 150, for two hundred Cutlasses delivered to Mr.
Towers..

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Samuel Pos-
tlethwaite £ 175 41$.,for Muskets, &c., First Battalion,
Cumberland County. -

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Michael Finley £ 10 51$.,for Shot-
Pouches, for Colonel John Montgomery's Battalion, of
Cumberland County; to be charged to the Colonel.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Captain Zebulon Potts £63 51$.,for
Arms, &c.; to b!) charged to Colonel Henry Hill,

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Captain J. Kean £158 Is. 'Jd., far
Flints, Arms, &c., for Militia.

In Council of Safety, October 29, 1776.

Present: Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Owen Biddle, John Bayard, Samuel Morris, Sen.,
William Lyon, Fredp-rick Kuhl, Timothy Matlack, Samuel
C. Morris, Francis Gurney.

An Order was drawn on John hJ.Nesbitt, Esquire, in
favour of Mr Josiah. Hewes, and others, Wardens of this
City, for £300 Os. IOd., for purchasing Oil for this State;
to be charger! to their Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Frederick Vernon £ 14
101$.,for noticing the Commanding Officers of the different
Battalions, in Lancaster, York, and Cumberland CO\lnties,
to hold themselves in readiness to march to this City, ten
days and expenses.

ColonellYlatlack reports that there is an order for paying
to him about $19,000, the balance remaining of a sum of

money put into the hands of Colonel Biddle, by the Com-
mission"rs for raising the Flying Camp; and re<inesls this
Board wil1 order the Same tQ be paid into the hands of their
Trl'asurer: Tlwrefore,

Resolved, That the said sum be paid to John Maxwell
Nesbitt, Treasurer to this Board.

John M. Nesbitt was directl'd to pay Leonard Rupert
£ 1641$. 2d.; to be charged to Colonel Haller, of the FJying
Camp. .

Julm M. Nesbitt to pay Thomas Weir £6 Os. 4d., for
expenses of his Company going to Newtown, Buck County,
to suppress the election held there the first and second in-
stant, per order of Lieut!'nant-Colonel William Baxter.

Mr. Nesbitt to pay Hans Morrison £ J;;! 151$.,for Arms
purchased; to be chal'ged to Colonel Robert lYlcPherson.

Mr. Ne.~bitt to pay John Kerling for nine new Guns de-
livered to Mr. Towers, at £4 lOs.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Cap-
tain Zeb. Potts, for eleven Blankets; to be charged to Col-
onel Hill.

An Order was drawn on Michael Hill/gas, Esquire, in
favour of John JJ:laxwellNesbitt, Esq., for $20,000, being
part of $ lOO,OOOborrowed of Congress.

Resolved, That Ludowick Sprogel, Esq., Mustermaster,
of the Fleet and Army of this State, be allowed the rank,
pay and rations of Captain, from the 21st October, 1776.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, October 30,1776.

Present; Thomas Wharton, Jun., President, David Rit-
tenhouse, Francis Gurney, Samuel JJ:lorris,Sen., George
Gray, John Bull, Joseph Blewer, Fred. Kuhl, Samuel C.
Morris, Timothy j1fatlack, William Lyon.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Benjamin Davis, for a
Drum, £2 101$.,delivered to Captain James Cowden, of
Colonel13urd's Battalion, of Lancaster County.

Ludowick Sprogel, Esq., £ J62 Is. 3d., for his wages
and expenses going to muster the Troops, when in Jersey
and New- York Government, and rations to ~lst October.

Benjamin Davis £2 31$.,for Drum-Heads and Snares,
for the First and Third Companies of Artillery Miljtia of
this City.

An Order was drawl] on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr
Francis Gurney, for £ 100, for the purpose of purchasing
Woollens; to be charged to his Accouot.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in famur of PetiJf
Dehaven Sf Co., for £500, to be charged to their Account,
for the use of the Lock Faclory.

Mr. Towers was directed to deliver to Doct. Harris one
ton of Saltpetre, to manufacture into Powder for Congress.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Mr.
Thomas Nevill, for £ 150, on account of Gun Carriages,
making by him fOrthis State; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Samuel Kerr was discharged from his parqle, as he
appears to be very friendly to our cause, per certificates from
Colonel J. Parker and others, and is permitted to return to
his tamily at Edentown, in North- Carolina.

Mr. Towers was directe_d to deliver Captain John Rice
twenty Muskets, for the use of tbe Convention galley.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of James
Old, for £500; to be cbarged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay Captain Samuel Boyd
£35 51$.,for fifteen stand of Arms, and £58 101$.for twen-
ty-five stand of Arms, taken from Non-Associators; to be
charged to Co]onel George Ross. .

An Order wa::;drawnon Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Colo-
nel David Porter, of New-Jersey, for £200, on account of .
one hundred and fifty barrels of Pork, to be purchased and
put up by him for this State. (For tbe condition, see Memo-
randum Book.)

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay two Accounts exhibited
for work done at Fort-Lland, by men under the command
of Major Proctor, certified by the Check Clerk, amounting
to £112 171$. 6d.

Resolved, That Monsieur UttendOlfbe appointed Adju-
tant of a Battaliot) to be raised in this State for the Conti-
nental service; and, as he has heretofore held a commission
as Captain in a foreign service., that he now rank as Cap-
tain, his pay to commenCe from this day. That he be per-
mitted to go to the camp in the State of New- York.
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Resolved, That, in consideration of Monsieur Uttendorf
having lost his Baggage in his voyage hither, it be recom-
menddJ to our Treasurer to adlance him the sum of two
hundred Dollars, hereafter to be discounted out of his pay;
to be charged to him.

Reso!ved, That Major Proctor be directed to rein list
such men belonging to the Artillery, in the service of this
State, whose times are now expired, or such as may here-
after expire, who are willing to serve during the war, to be
allowed the bounty of ten dollars, given for that purpose
by the Council, and that the engagement entered into by
him with Mease Sf Caldwell, respecting the clothing the
Artillery under his command, be fulfilled by this Council.

In Council of Safety, October 31,1776.

Present: David Rittenhouse, Vice President, John Bay-
ard, William Lyon, Joseph Blewer, John Bull, Samuel
Morris, Sen., Francis Gurney, Fred. Kuhl, Samuel C.
Morris, Timothy Matlack.

Upon application from some inhabitants of York-Town,
Resolved, That Doct. John Kearsley, now a prisoner in
that Jail, be removed to the Jail in Carlisle, and that the
Committee of York-Town be requested to see it done.

John M. Nesbitt, Esq., was directed to pay Jacob Myers,
for Slit Iron and Steel he bought of Jacob Morgan for the
use of Fort-Island.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Thomas
Strawbridge, for £75, on account of coarse Woollens, &c.;
to be charged to his Account.

An Account was exhihited for Muskets and Rifles, be-
loncringto the Militia of Northampton County, commanded
by Colonel Jacob Strowd, amounting to £29 J5s., which
Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay, and charge to the Colonel.

By order of the Council, two blank commissions, for
Privateers or Letters of Marque, were delivered to Messrs.
James Mease Sf Robert Mease, for a ship and brig, to be
fitted out by them in a foreign port.

Complaint having been made to this Council by Chris-
topher Elliot that John Baldwin, of this City, Cordwainer,
has refused to receive in payment the Continental Bills of
Credit issued by order of Congress, Therf'upon the said
John Baldwin was ordered to a ppear before this Board, and,
being infi)rmed of the said complaint, did acknowledge that
he had refused to receive the said Bills of Credit in pay-
ment. The Council urged the pernicious and destructive
tendency of such conduct, and requested him to reconsider
it, allowing him several days to fi)/'m his judgment and fix
his final resolution. This day, agreeable to notice given
him, he again appeared before the Council, and declared
that he was determined lIot to receive the said Bills in pay-
ment: Whereupon,

Resolved, That thesairl John Baldwin is an enemy to
his country, and precluded from all trade or intercourse
with the inhabitants of tbese States.

Resolved, That the said John Baldwin be committed to
Jail, there to remain, without bailor mainprize, until he
shaIl be released by order of this Council, or some other
power ]awfully authorized so to do.

Ordered, That the proceedings in John Baldwin's case
be made publick.

The Council adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon, when
the following Members met: David Rittenhouse, Vice Pres-
ident, Samuel Morris, Sen., John Bayard, Timothy Mat-
lack, Joseph Blewer, Francis Gurney, Samuel C. Morris,
Fred. Kuhl.

An Order was drawn on Mr. Nesbitt, in favour of Major
Lewis Nicola, for £]00; to be charged to his Account.

Mr. Nesbitt was directed to pay the foIlowing Accounts:
Sarah Austin's Account for Boat-hire, £5, at several

times.
Woolery Mengs's Account for two hundred and ninety-

seven Bayonet Scabbards, delivered to Mr. Towers, £4~
11s.

The Nurse at Hospital, at Province-Island, Account for
attending sick belonging to the Fleet, £ 153 16s. 4d.

London, with four field-pieces, (I hope six pieces to join
those men which may be ready for the service on Long-
Island,) four or five companies to foIlowfrom New-London,
as soon as they can be marched down; and also to order on .
other companies to take the places of such as are removed
from thence.

I am inclined to think we shall fall upon some measure
similar to what is mentioned. No delay can be admitted
at this critical moment. Please to give me the earliest intel-
]igence how we may best serve agreeable to your desires.
ShaIl send in the morning this inteIligence to Governour
Cooke, of Rhode-Island, and ask his assistance in the best
way he shall think the circumstances of that State wjJJ
admit.

September Ist.-Enc1osed is a copy of another letter, dated
yesterday, from Southhold, that you may observe the con-
tents. I hope to pursue our measures so as to stop the
enemy getting into Suffolk County.

I am, with esteem and regard, your Excellency's most
obedient, humble servant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.
His Excellency General Washington.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, August 31, 1776.

SIR: Adjutant Gen~ral Reed's letter of the 24th instant
came to hand Tuesday morning, the 27th; yours of the
same date, yesterday. On receiving the former, I advised
with my Council. We concluded to send Benjamin Hun-
tington, Esq., one of my Council, with direction to take
with him Major Ely, at New-London, an officer there well
acquainted with the people on Long-Island, to proceed
there, and consult and agree with some of the sure friends
of our cause, with secrecy as far as the circumstances would
admit, for a number of their men, assured friends, and well
acquainted on the Is]and, to join with a body from this
State, if possible, to accomplish your wishes to caUl)e a
diversion to the enemy, to harass them on their rear, and to
prevent their excursions in pursuit of the provision the Is]and
affords. I hear they sailed for the Is]and yesterday. His
return is expected the beginning of next week. If he suc-
ceeds according to Ollr hopes, shall proceed with vigour to
put the same in execution.

No exertions of this State, I trust, will be wanting at this
critical conjuncture to harass and to keep the enemy at
bay-to gain time and every advantage the case may admit.

I shall give the ear1iest intelligence of our proceedings, COLONELREED TO GO!ERNOURTURMBULL.
that you may cooperate with our designs. The race is not Head.Quarters, New~York,August 24,1776.
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. It is nothing with SIR: There can be no doubt but that before this reaches
God to help, whether with many, or with those that have you, you will have heard that the enemy have landed a can-
na power. He hath so ordered things in the administration siderable body of men on Long-Island, within seven miles
of the affairs of the world as !Oencourage the use of means; of our lines. We cannot yet determine whether the main
and yet so as to keep men in continua] dependence upon body of the army is landed with a view to make a general
him for the efficacy and success of them: to make Kings attack on that side, or whether it is a large detachment sent
and all men to know the reins of the world are not in their to draw off our attention from this place, while they pro-
hands, but that there is One above who sways and governs ceed up with their fleet and principal force. The success
all things here below. has been various in the little skirmishes we have had, but

I am just closing; a post comes in, and brings the letters, our troops have generally drove them back. Before his
copies of which are enclosed. Now expect Mr. Hunting- Excellency rode out this morning, he directed me to acquaint
ton's speedy return. Have sent for my Council. .My own you wjth our situation, and to submit to your consideration
thougbts and such of my Council ~s come to f!le, are !Osend whether it would be possible to transport a body of men:
forward four or five of the compames now statIOned at New- say one thousand,to Long-Island, belowthe enemy, with

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II. 7

"



99 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 100

a view to divide their force and make a diversion. His
Excellency is not insensible that great part of the Western
Militia are now in this Camp, but he supposes it might be
possible that the Easkrn .!\Iilitia might he ern played in such
a service. I should illy express the General's intentions, if
what I have said should be construed into an order, or even
a request, unless in your judgment, and those with whom
you think proper to consult, it should stand fuJly approved:
nor wiII OUI'operations be go~'erned in the least by a depend-
ence on such a measure. But at the same time, the great
advantages arising from it are so extrerpely obvious that I
need not enlarge upon them.

I have the honour to present you with the General's re-
spects, and to assure you that I am )'our Honour's mqst
obedient and humbl(;)servant,

JOSEPfIREEP, .Adjutant Ge.neral.

CHARLES W. F. PUMAS oro COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRE-
SPONDENCE.*

ler 7bre, 1776.

MON!SIEUR: A pres 3,voir envoye it votre correspondant
it St. Eustache, dont vous m'a vez donne l'adresse dans votre
Iettre du 12" .x br, 1775, ma troisieme lettre cotee C, dont
vous trouverez ci-joint un am pIe extrait, qu'il vous plaira
de relire, du mains Ja fin, au j'ai ajoute quelque chose. Je
commence ma quatrieme depeche D.

Eo supposaot qu'il ne vous soit parvenu qu'une seule de
mes trois precedentes depeches, vous ne devez pas EHreem-
b3,rrasse de lire ce qui sera chiffre ici, et Ii.l'avenir.

c eHQ r t a Ie z
680 606 613 (j5~ 67Q 677 (j78 663 673414, dont M.

A. L., votreami, m'a parle dans tleux de ses lettres comme
charge d'affaires du Congres, qui yiendroit me voir, et it
qui il avait donne man adresse, n'a pas encore paru devant
UlOi.

Je n'ai pas rec;unon plus la lettre qne vaus m'avez ecrite
apres celie dn lQe Decembre, 1775, ct avant celie du
2e lUars, 1776, comme vans me I'apprenez dans cette der-
niere.

La non-apparition de cet homme et de cctte lettre m'in-
quiete et m'affiige, non seulement parce que tout ce qui me
vient de vous, Monsieur, et de vas amis, m'est cher et pre-
cieux plus que je ne saurois Ie dire, mais aussi et surtout,
parce que je crains que Ie service du Congres General n'en
souffre.

[* TRANSLATION. ]
1st September, 1776.

~IR; After having sent to your correspopdel)t at St. £~'"t~li~, whose
~ddress you gave me in your letter of the J2th December, 1775, my third
letter, marked C, of which you will find enclosed an ample extract, which
you will please read again, at leBst the latter part, where I have added
sQqJething. I commence my fourth (lespatch, D.

Even supposing that only one of my three preceding despatches may
have reached you, you ought not to be embarrassed in reading what wiJI
be in cypher here, and in futl1re.

Tbis Hortalez, of whom Mr. .fl. L., your friend, hs spoken to me in
two of his letters 8.sentrusted with the bU8iness of Congress, who was
to come to see me, and to whom he had given my address, has not yet
presented himself to me.

I have not either received the letter which Y01.1wrOte me after the one of
the 12th December, 1775, and before the one of the 2d March, 1776, as
you inform me in this latter.

The non-appearance of this man and of this letter disturbs I\nd afflicts
me, not only because everything which comes to me from you, sir, and
from your friends, ie more dear ani( precious to me than I can express,
but also and especially because I fear thllt the service of the General
Congress may suffer in consequence of it. .

The respectable bearer of tbe one of the 2d :ftfarch,arrJved at Paris on
the 7th July, whence he sent it to me with one of his own dated 26th July.
I have another from him of the 18th .RlIgmt, in which he tells me
that he has a certain prospect of succeedingin his business, He also
therein makes me a promise which.renders me happy in advance, that he
will lodge at my house. My wife has already prepared his apartment,
~nd we shall verify the fable of Philemon and Buucis: for a virtu(H1sman
is (or me a Jupiter; and I shall think myself more honoured with such a
guest, than with a dozen of those princes who have sold thtir subjects to
your enemies. If notbing occurs to alter his intentions, I shall have this
pleasure in the month of October /lext.

30th September.-I have stated to you, sir, in my preceding [despatch,)
that the letters of M,r. .fl. L. have greatly contrib.uted to render my
visits, my letters, !Iud my memoirs, agreeable in a certain hOUS6. Here
is one which I have lately received from him, which will prove it to you.

26th .flugust, 1776.-After having told me of a service which he
consented to render me in his country, where I have Some business to
~rrange, which we agreed_ to m..ke u.se of BS a pretext to mask our
interviews, he continues as follows: "Madame - has taken the
trouble to send me your letters, and 1beg you to send me by her the concin-
uation of so many interesting matters, together with the account of the
person you were waiting for [the bearer of your letter from Philadelphia
of the 2d :ftIarch.) 1 beg you to send me all that hBS reached you slllce
the la.st leHer yo~ I1l!d the goodness to write me. 1am in the hl!bit
of receiving packets from every hand; it is the duty of my post; hence I
shall receive with gratitude, but of a distinguished character, what you

Le respectable porteur de celle du 2" Mars est arrive
it Paris Ie 7" Juillet, d'ou i! me I'a envoyee avec une des
siennps datee du 26e Juilltt. J'en ai line autre de lui du
18" .Aout, au il [jJP marque that ht; h4S a certain prospect of
succeeding in his busincss. 11m'y fait aus5i UT)e promeS5e
qui me rend heureux d'avance, c'est de vouloir bien lager
chez moi. 1\1a femme a deja prepare son appartement; et
nous verifierons la fabJe de Philemon & Bauds: car un
homme veltLIeuxest pour moi un Jupher j & je me trouverai
plus honore d'uTI tel bote, que d'une douzaine de ces princes
qui ont vendu leurs sujets it vas ennemis. S'j] n'arri ve rien
qui altet'e seS desseins, j'aurai ce bonheur au mois d' Octobre
procbain.

Du 30' 7br. Je vous aidit, Monsieur, dans ma prece-
dente, que les lettres de M. A. L. ont beaucol!p contt~ibue
a rendre mes visites, mes lettres et mes memoires, agrea-
bles dans une certaine maison. En voici une que j'en ai
re.;;ue de puis peu, qui VOllSIe prouvera.

.

Du 26e Aout, 1776. A pres m'avoir parle d'un service
qu'iJ veut bien me rendre en son pays, au j'ai quelques af-
faires it deme!er, dont nous sommes can venus de nous servir
comme df;'pretexte pour masquer nos entrevues, voici comme
il poursuit: "lJ;Iadame *

:II<
* * a pris lapeine de me

remettre vos leures, et je vous prie de m'envoyer par elle la
suite de tant de chQSes inttressantes, y compri.s Ie recit de la
personne que vous attendiez ldu pOl'teur de votre lettre de
Philadelphie du 2e Mars.] Je vous prie de me mander tout
ce qui valis est parvenu depuis la derniere lettre que VQlISavez
elJ la bonte de m'ecrire. Je suis dans l'usage de recevQir
des paquets de toutes les mains; c'est Ie devoir de mOil poste.
Ainsi je recevrai a \'ee reconnaissance, mais d'une maniere
distinguee, ce que vous aurez la bonte de me faire passer,
camme ce qu'il y aura surement de mieux en faits, en por-
traits, en situations. Puis toutes les plumes n'ont pas Ie
taJent de la votre.

,. Dans tout ce que je demande a votre amitie, Monsieur,
vaus aurez bien dl! nouveau souvent it exposer."

L'eloge donne it ma plume, doit retourner it M. A. L.,
car .ie n'ai fait que Ie traduire.

Du I"r 7br. "Je vous prie de continuer it me donner
de vas nouvelles. Je vaus remercie bien sincerement du
dernier envoi. [Je lui deco\1vrisce qui concernoit IVI. '*

* * * porteur de votre lettre du 2e lJ;lars,apres en
avail' eu la permission de ce dernier.] Rien n'est plus in-
teressant, et n'eclaire peut.etre davantage les matieres."

shall hav~ the kiodn~ss to send to me, as it will surely be of the best In
facts, in portraits, in cinumstances. For all pens hllve not the talent of
yours.

"
In all that I ask of your friendship, sir, you will often have a great

deal new to communicate."
The praise given to my pen, ijhould revert 19 Mr. .1. L., for I have

done nothing but translate it.
1st September.-" I beg you to continue to give me your news. I thank

you very sincerely for the last sent. [I informed him about Mr. _,
the bearer of your letter of the 2d Jl.farch, after having had the permis&ioll
of the latter.) Nothing is more interesting, nor perhaps elucidates affairs
more fully."

16th September.-" You had flattered me with having the honour to see
you in the course of the week which has just clnsed. It is thllt expectation,
which has prevented my answering you, intending to tell you the
remainder verbally, as 1 shall do the first visit you shall make to the
Hague. '.. All that you have recommended tn me has been done and put in train
according to your desires. Mine shall al ways be to merit your confidence
and to serve you."

I had sent to him npen, with a flying sea!, the letter which I wrote
you by St. Domingo: We had agreed to this verbally, and he hud
promised me co selJd It to Bordeaux well recommended. I have reason
to believe that this letter has been sent, and read to certain pel'sons, fnr
whom I had put expressly at the close of the lelter, thllt when by a wise
legislation and constitution you shall have, gentlemen, crowned the
work of your Jiberty, I shall die contented with having seen II great
[King) and a great Rep[ublic] sincerely desire the good of nali(~ns.

I received Some days ago another letter from Mr. S. D. at Paris, 14th
September. All those which I receive from him, as from you, gentlemen,
are precious to me; and this one is doubly so, because, besides the most
kind expressions with which it is filled, my zeal f,u your cause, gentle-
men, is therein recompensed by the acknowledgment of havinO" well
served it. I cannot resist the temptation to transcribe here what he said
to me on that point:

.. The measures you took before myarrival here are perfectly right. You
are entirely in the right, in saying that the H. of B. are the allies we
should first and principally court; that F. is at the head of this H. and
therefore what is done here, is sure to be done by the whole. This,
therefore, requires my whole attention; and I can only say to you, my
prospects are no way discouraging. I hope in person soon to tell you
how very much 1 am yours and your lady's."

I cannot add anything more analogou" to wl1at you have just read,
than the assurBnces of my perfect attachment to the United States of
North .flmerica, and to their worth y Representatives in the General
Congress. Deign to receive, sir, those 9f my profound respect for all t.he
members in genenl.l, and for you and Messrs. Dickinson Ilnd Jay in
particular.
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Du 16e 7br. "V ous m'aviez fIatte que j'aurois I'honneur
de vaLIs voir dans ]e courant de la semaine qui vient de finir.
C'est cdte attente qui m'a empikbe de vous repondre,
comptant vous dire de vive voix ]e reste, comrne je vous Ie
dil'ai au pmnier voyage qlle vous ferez it La Haie.

"ToLlt ce qlle vous m'avez recommande, a ele fait et
achemine suivant vas desirs. Les miens seront toujours de
meriter votre can fiance et de valis servir."

Je lui avois envoye ouverte, avec un cachet volant, ]a
lettre que je vous ai ecrite par St. Domingue. Nous etions
con venus de cela de bouche, et i] m'avoit promis de I'en-
'voyer it Bordeaux bien recommannee. J'ai lieu de croire
que cette lettre a ete envoyee et lue it de certaines per-
sonnes pour qui j'avois mis expres it]a fin de la lettre, que
lorsque par line legislation et constitution sage vous aurez
COUl'Onne,Messieurs, I'ouvrage de votre Iiberte, je moun'ai
content d'a voir vu un grand r. et une grande rep. vouloir
sincerement ]ebien des pellples.

J'ai re~u il y a quelques jours une autre ]ettre de 1\1. S.
D. de Paris 14e 7br. Toutes celles que je l'e~ois de ]ui,
comme de vous, Messieurs, me sont precieuses; & celle-ci
l'est doublement, puisque, outre ]es expressions les plus af-

. fectueuses dont elle est remp]ie, man zele pour votre cause,
Messieurs, y est recompense par Ie temoignage de I'avoir
bien servie. Je ne puis resister it la tentation de transcrire
ici ce qu'il me dit ]it-dessus:

"The measures you took before my arrival here are per-
fect]y right. You are entirely in the right in saying that
the H. of B. are the allies we should first and principally
court; tbat F. is at the head of this H., and therf'fore what
is done here is sure to be done by the whole. This, there-
fore, requires my whole attention; and I can only say to
you, my prospects are no way discouraging. I bope in per-
son soon to tell you how very much 1 am yours and your
lady's."

Je ne saurois rien ajouter de plus analogue it ce que vous
venez de lire, que les assurances de man parfait attachement
pour les Etats- Unis de l'Amerique Stptentrionale, et pour
leurs dignes Representants au Congres General. Daignez
recevoir, Monsieur, celles de man profond respect pOllrtOllS
les memhres en genera], et pour vous et Messrs. Dickinson
et Jay en particulier.

Vous pouvez, Monsieur, mettre a I'avenir mon vrai nom
sur vas lettres, comme vous avez fait ci-devant, et les
adressel', sous couvert, soit a ft'L ~Iarc ~Iichel Rey, libraire

You can, Rir, in future, put my real name upon your letters, as you
have herelofore done, and address them, under cover, either to Mr.
.Marc Jllichel Rty, bookseller, Amsterdam, or to Mr..d. Stuckey, merchant,
Rotterdam, according to the destination of the vessel which will carry
them.

In order to be able to finish tbis letter at my ease, I have made my
two pupils walk out with a lady, I promising to amuse her little boy;
this little fellow has amused himself sO well, that he has overturned my
inkstand upon a sheet of this despatch. I have recopied only what he
has spoiled, so as to be able to send my packet without delay.

If I continue to not sign my name, it is not from pusillanimity, but
because I believe that your service requires that I shouJd remain still for
some time unknown; at least until Mr. D. comes to lodge at my house:
for then I shall be known everywhere as the most zealous ,qmerican in
the whole Republic, and I shall glory in it. All that could happen to
me, would be the loss of my present poSt; but in that case I am sure that
Con"ress would indemnify me with..n equivalent subsistence for me and
ming, because I shall be able to continue to be useful to it, as much, and
even more than heretofore, since I shall no longer be pressed by other
duties, and my whole person shall be at all times and in all places, in
the service of America. I have been mortified (and I have noticed it in
my last letter to Mr. D.) at not being free in the last instance. I would
have /lown to" P. in order to assist him, at least with the knowledge I
have of sever~1 European languages.

I have another letter from Mr. S. D., from Paris, 3d October. Here
is an extract from it: .. Since my last, in which I mentioned the King
of PnlSsia, ( have attained a method of sounding that Monarch's senti.
ments more directly through another channel, which voluntarily offering
I have accepted, and therefore waive writing on the subject, for the
present, anything, [he was speaking to me about a memoir, upon
which I w<>uld have composed a letter for that Monarch,] save that
rou may undoubtedly serve the United States of America most essentially
In this affair, in a few weeks from this. The attention to my business
here, the critical situatiot1 of aWairs at this Court, and the anxious sus,
pense" for the events at New-York and Canada, have actually fixed me
here, and having received no intelligence for some time past, has well.
nigh distracted me. I have, however, favourable prospects, and the most
eontirmed hopes of effecting my views in Europe."

I have another Jetter from Mr. .11.L. from London,23d September, in
which he tells me, among other thing., "we may every day expect to
lIear of it decisive action at New. York-Jecisioe, I mean, as to the fate
of .Mow-York and of Genera1 Ilowe,-but not of America, which depends
very little llpon the event of .N'ew- Yor~ being take~ or saved. I have
been appris"d by Hortales that the bustness for which r recommended
him to you is io be transacted through Prance, which is tbe reason of
your not seeing him.

. Ah, how much I share thi. amdety with this wortby man! God grant tbat both
be and1mayveryst)onhave some good neWS~

a Amsterdam, soit a Jf. A. Stuckey, merch't, Rotterdam,
selon ]a destination du vaisseau qui les portera.

Pour pom'oir finir cette ]ettl'e it mon aise, j'ai fait prome-
ner roes deux e]eves avec une dame, en m'engageant a
amuseI' son noul'risson; ce rparmouset s'est si bien amuse,
qu'il m'a jette I'ecritoire sur une feui])e de cette depeche
Je n'ai recopie que ce qu'i] a barbouille, afin de pouvoir en-
voyer mon paquet sans retard.

Si je continue de ne pas signer mon nom, ce n'est point
par pusillanimite, mais parce que je crois que votre service
exige que je reste encore que]que temps ineonnu; au moins
jusqu'it ce que .!VI.D. vienne logeI' chez moi: car alars je
serai connu partout 'pour Ie plus zele Americain de toute la
repub]ique, et je m'en ferai une gloire. Tout ce qui pour-
roit m'en arriveI', seroit la perte de mon poste actuel: mais
en ce cas je suis sur que Ie Congres me dedommageroit par
une subsistance equiva]ente pour 1I10iet les miens, vu que
je pourrai continuer de lui etre utile, autant et plus encore
que par Ie passe, parce que je ne serai plus gene par d'au-
tres devoirs, et que toute ma personne poul'ra etrc en tout
temps, et en tout lieu, au service de I'Amerique. J'ai ete
bien mortifie (et je I'ai marque dans ma demihe lettre a
M. D.) de ne pas etre libre en dernier lieu. J'aurois vole
it P., pour lui aider, au mains par la connoissance que j'ai de
plusieurs langues Europeennes.

J'ai une autre lettre de 1\1. S. D. de Paris 3e 8bre en
voici l'extrait: "Since my last, in which I mentioned the
Kin gofPrussi a,

2816 14 10422260 17 J 39 4421 19207, I have at-
t h a tmonar

tained a method of sounding 15 424 69 33 76 9 27 75 25
ehssenti ments
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through another channel, which, vo]untarily offering, I have
accepted, and therefore waive writing on the subject for the
present, anything, (il m'avoit parle d'ull' memoire, sur le-

t hat m 0
quel j'aurois compose une lettre pour 15 424 6933 76 9
n arc h
27 75 25 49 613,) save that you may undoubtedly serve
the United States of America most essentially in this affair
in a few weeks from this. The attention to my business

a t t h i If
of affairs 8561 64 613 66 81here, the critical situation

c 0 u r t ,
115 50 10 91 97 268, and the anxious suspense for the

I shall close this despatch by telling you, sir, that in the last interview
which r have had wi.th a certain personage, he has testified to me that
they are well satisfied w~th me. "90ntinue," he told me, .. to give us
cODies, extracts, translatIOns, of the Interesting letters which you receive
from your friends beyond and on this side of the sea; extend your
correspondence still more and more; multiply your correspondents as
much as you can; bec?m~ the c~annel, the centre, of what your friends
will have to say to their fnends In England, and the latter to their friends
in .!Jlllerica; the con.fidan!, in a word! on each ~ide, and'take me for yours
always, and you WI]] fimsh by entermg at last Into a correspondence with
the Minister himself. I shall see him frequently this winter, and I shall
labour to bring that to bear."

Finally, sir, permit me to recommend to your attention, and to that
of the General Congress the memoir enclosed, marked by a.N'. B. For
abundant precaution, I will enclose in my next despat.:h a copy of this
memoir, and I sha]] then be able aJso to inform you, gentlemen, of the
succe3S that it wiJI have had in Hamburgh, for the young man who took
eharge of it has already sent it.

Enclosed is an Exposition of the Rights of the Colonits to Independence.
I do not know the name of the well-wisher, who is the author of it; but
the manuscript was sent to me by the printer, to know if it was good,
that is to say, in booksellers' language, if it would be worth publishing.
I have replied to him that it had all the requisites to merit it.

I recommend you, gentlemen, with your brave armies, and all your
brave people, to the care and protection of the Being, sovereignly good
and wise, with my whole heart, which is entirely yours.

r close, and despatch this packet to day, the 10th October.

10th October,1776.
Confinuation of Despatch D: At the moment, sir, when I was going to

close this packet, a letter came to me with. this address: Ii .Monsieur,
Jlfunsieur Deon, Envoy of the Congress of the Alnericans, now at the Hague,
in Holland.

To.morrow I shall send this letter to its address. I see by certain
marko, that it comes from England. The same personage throu"h
whom I am in relations with a certain Court, sent it to me with n lett~r.
which says a3 follows: "The letter which I have the honour to send
to you enclosed, has been addressed from Cmnbray, in France, under
cover to me by the last post. You will know be~ter than I where it
ought to be sent to. Hence, from my interest for you and for your

friends, I think I ought not to delay a moment to confide it to Madam
Uioder. Have the goodness to rememner, I pray you, that you have
promised me a participation in all that shall come into your hands and 10
your knowledge, from more than one place; I rely upon it, with It real
eagerness to serve you."

You will doubtless understand, sir, that it is in the packet ora Power
which is a very good friend to the United States of America, that this
letter has reached me.

...
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events at New York and Canada,* have actually fixed me
here, and having received no intelligence for some time past,
has well nigh distracted me. I have, however, favOl'ahle
prospects, and the most confirmed hopes of effecting my
views in Europe."

J'ai une autl'e lettre de IV!.A. L. de Lonrlres 23e Septem-
bre, ou il me dit entr'autres,

(,
we may every day expect to

hear of a decisive action at New York-decisive I mean as
to the fate of New York and of General Howe, but not of
America, which depends very little upon the event ?f New
York being taken or saved. I have been appnsed by
H 0 r tal es

613 652 672 677 678 66:3 673 414 that the business for

which I recommended him to you is to be transacted through
Franc e..,

600 666 660 679 680 681 6:34 638 682, which is the rea-
son of your not seeing him." ..

Je terminerai celie depeche par vous dire, Monslet!r, que
dans la derniere entrevue que j'ai eue avec un certam pe~-
sonnaO'e il m'a temoiO'ne qu'on est fort content de mOl.~ , 0 .
"Continuez," m'a-t-il dit, "de nous donner des copies, ex-
traits, traductions, des interessantes lettres que vous recevez
de vos amis dela et dec;a la mer; etendez rneme de plus en
plus votre correspondance; multipliez vos correspondants
tant que vous pourrez; Oevenez Ie canal, Ie centre, de ce
que vos amis auront a dire it leurs amis en Angleterre et
ceux-ci a leurs amis en Amerique, Ie confident, en un mot,
de part et d'autre et prenez moi pour Ie votre toujours,
et vous finirez par entreI' enfin en correspondance avec
-I e m

j n is t r erne
612663671 528330 100302 101230200630420422

m e
I
. .

488 300401. Je Ie verrai frequemment cet lIve1', et Je
travaillerai a menageI' cela,"

Enfin Monsieur, souffrez que je recommande a votre at-
tention ~t a celie du Congres General Ie memoire ci-joint
marqu~ par un N. B. :?ur surcroit ~e precau~ion,.je
mettraidansma suivantedepeche une cople de ce memOlre,
et je pourrai alors vous apprendre ?ussi, Messieurs, !e ,succes
qu'iI aura eu a Hambourg, car Ie Jeune homme qUI s en est
charge l'a deja env~ye.. ,

"
,

V oici un Expose des Drozts des Colomes a lIndepen-
dance. J'iO'nore Ie nom du brave homme qui en est l'auteur;
mais Ie m:'nuscrit m'a ete envoye par I'imprimeur, pOUl'

sa voir si cela etoit bon, c'est-a-dire, en langue de libraire,
s'il se debiteroit bien. Je lui ai repondu, qu'il avoit tout ce
qu'il Caut pour Ie meriter.

Je vous recommande, Messieurs, avec vos braves armel'S,
et tous vos braves peuples, ala garde et protection de I'Etre
souverainement bon et sage, de tout mon creur, qui est tout
a vous.

Je ferme et depeche ce paquet aujourd'hui, lOe Octobre.

Du lOe Octobre, 1776.

Suite de la depecheD. Au moment, Monsieur, ou
j'allois expedier ?e paq~et, il m'est. parvenu une lett!e avec
cette addresse: a 1Ylonsleur, 1Jtlonszeur Dean, envuye par le
COnoyeS des Americains actuellement a La Haie en Hol-

b
lande.

Demain j'enverrai cet,telett.rea s~n adresse. Je vo~sa
de certaines marques, qu elle vlent d Angleterre. Le meme
personnage par lequel je suis en relation a,ve? une c~rtai~e
Cour, me I'a envoyee avec une Iettre, qUi dlt ce qUI SUIt:((

On m'a adresse de Cambray en France, sous mon cou-
vert, par la poste derniere, la lettre qu~ j'ai I'honn~ur,d~
vous en voyer ci-jointe. V ous saurez mleux que mOl ou II
faut la faire passer. Ainsi, par egard pour vous et pour
vos amis, je crois ne pas devoir differer un moment de fa

Ma d a mUIod e r
confier a 517 234 444 243 498 641 88 99 244 307 299

83 194401. Ayez, je vous supplie, labonte de vous sou-
venir, qu~ vous m'avez pror1!is une ,paTticipation, a tout ce
qui parvzendra dans vos mams, et a votre connOlSsance, de

Plus d'un endmit; j'y compte avec un veritable empresse-.
"ment pour vous serVlr.

V ous comprendrez sans doute, Monsieur, que c'est dans
Ie paquet d'une ~uissance qui est bien bonne ami.edes,!Etat~-
Unis de l' Amenque, que cette lettre est venue Jusqu a mOl.

"Ah que je parta.ge bi~n c~tte a,:!xiete ~vec ce digne homme! Dieu
\Veuille que nous aYlOns !Hentot, IUI et mOl, de bonnes nouvelles,

CAROLINE COUNTY, VIRGINIA, COMMITTEE.
In Committee, Caroline, September, 1776.

Havin'" cause to doubt the fidelity of the following per-
sons to d~e United States, the Sub-Committee was directed
to tender them tbe test oath, as prescribed by Conventio~,
wbicli was accordin'rly tendered, and refused by James Mzl-
ler, at Roy's warehoouse, James Dunlop, Andrew Leckie,
John Gray, James Coates, John Thompson, James Go~don,
James Craigy, James Stark, John Wallace, and Archtbald
1YI'Lean, of Port Royal. . .

There is no doubt but these monsters of mgratltude
will be pleased witb this notifica~io? of th~ir attacbment
to tbe jurisdiction of Great Bntam, servm~ to rec?m-

mend them as fit instruments to enslave theIl' Amerlcan
benefactors, and consequently proper objects of ~oyal mu-
nificence a large portion of which, perhaps, will fall to
the ma; whose name stands foremost in this black list,
as a reward for bis disapprobation of and opposition to
publick measures, sufficie?tly man,if(;st, we .th~nk) .in his
refusing to accept tbe J:Ilgb SherIff s co~mlsslon, 111.re-
fusing to qualify as a JustIce o! the Peace,.m not complymg
witb a requisition of Convention to contl'lbute to the pur-
chase of arms and ammunition, and in not voting at elec-
tions of Delegates and Committees.

Ordered, That a copy of this be transmitted to Mr.
Purdy, to be published in his Gazette.

SAMUEL TEMPLE, Clerk.

\
COLONEL RICHARDSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Gilpin's Point, September I, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Upon Dr. Potter's resigning his warrant/or
theinlistrnent of men to compose a company for tbe Flymg
Camp, my brother, Joe Richardson, undertook to inlist
them, and having in three days .m~de up the number, ~e
now waits upon you for a comn;lsslon, and I hope ~Je wIll
meet your approbation and appomtment. . The EnsIgn ap-
pointed for Captain Potter's company ?echnes to act, there-
fore it is necessary to ha ve a new appomtment: my br~ther
will mention a young man to your honourable ~oard, ~IJlch I
believe will answer the purpose very well; he IS a spr~gbtly,
active stout young man, and has engaged part of his men
already. I ha ve no doubt but the company ',ViII b~ filled up
in the course of this week, and ready to begm their march,
if your Board can assist him with some of the arms brought
up by the Defence, which I hope :-viJi be~done. He has
picked up some arms already and WIJl want cash to pay for
them, the money lodged in the Committee's hands being
expended on Captain Fiddiman's company. \

AI] the companies are, I believe, now on their march
to the camp, except Captain Goldsborough's and the above.
Captain Goldsborough's, I expect, will set off in aFewdays,
and I hope he will soon be followed by the Carolzne com-
pany. I set out to-day on my way to camp. ,

I am, with due respect, gentlemen, your most obedIent
servant, W!II. RICHARDSON.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

CAPTAIN NICHOLSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Baltimore, September 1, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: The bearer, MI'. 1Jtlorris, waits on you with
an application to have Mr. 1Yliddleton's privat~er stopp~d
and examined for four deserters from the fngate. Cir-
cumstances are very strong that they are or will be on board
her, for the particulars of wbich refer to him. This I hope
you'JI think necessary, for shoul~ there no~ be .an example
made of these, if to be found, thltty-odd (likewIse from the
Eastern Shore) I expect wiJlleave her in the same manner.

I have sent three craft from this to wait your orders to
get a load of coal. The first two went before I expected
or shoulrJ ha ve wrote by them, and the last was out of the
way. The R~solu.tion returned here yesterda~, the officer
says by your dIrection. The Defence has reqUIred so much
caulkinD" that I do not expect she can be down before the
last of tile week. I am fitting and victualJing her sufficient
to go to sea should you think proper to order her. I have
found great diffieulties in getting her about t~o m~nths' sa}t
provisions, and as I did not use your order In PlIIladel phla
for that purpose, (for tht;Jreason refer to Messrs. Chase and
Paca,) you'll please to send by Mr. Turnbull £514,
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one month's pay, which I shaH apply to pay the ship's
necessary disbursement,>.

I am, gentlemen, your most obliged humble servant,
JAMES NICHOLSON.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

COL. HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Head of Elk, September I, 1776.

GENTJ_EMEN: Some time since I wrote you how neces-
sary it would be to have cash lodged in the County in some
person's hands that I could occasionally call on as the ser-
vice required it. As I have heard nothing since Ii'om your
Honours, it induces me to suppose in the multiplicity of your
business I have been forgot. Your Honours are too we])
acquainted with the nature of this business to think of its
being done without money and much perplexity and trouble.
I have laid out about £200 for beef, bread, wagons,
&c., and have assumed for how much more I can't say,
as the accounts from Wilmington and Chestertown have
not come in yet, though doubtless they are in want of
cash, as they have only my word for all they have done
in forwarding the ~Iaryland troops. 'Tis impossible for me
to furnish the account with all the necessary probates till the
troops have gone forward, as the forwarding them takes up
all of my time; to see them delq.yed here would give me as
much uneasiness as it would your Honours to hear of it.
Necessity, therefore, now emboldens me to draw on you for
one hundred and fifty pounds, and also to request that at
least some more be sent to me at Elk, that I may be en-
abled to fulfil. my contracts and forward the remaining part
of the troops. There has no part of the troops sent on
been delayed one hour for wagons, shallops or provisions.
If Mr. Joseph Gilpin, whom I have drawn for, has the money
lodged with him, there's no doubt but he can get a safe
conveyance of it to Elk.

I am, gentlemen, your Honours' most obedient and most
humble servant. H. HOLJ_JNGSWORTH.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of IVlaryland.

P. S. Since writing the above, as an opportunity offers,
I have thought it most convenient and least complicated to
draw in favour of Mr. Gilpin for £300 in one draft, which
I have enclosed to him. And am H. H.

JOSIAH BARTI_ETT TO JOHN LANGDON.

Philadelphia, September I, 1776.

My FRIEND: I am now to acknowledge thy favollrs of
the 7th and 19th uk, which are corne to hand, and ere this,
you have received by Colonel Whipple, every necessary
both for fitting out the ship and for your conduct as agent.
Pray send her to sea as soon as possible, that she may be
doing something to distress our enemies and assist our
friends.

By the enclosed papers, you will see what is the news
current here. The affairs at New- York seem at present to
engross our chief attention. We have not had the particu-
lars of the engagement last week on Long-Island, but
believe it was very sharp and bloody. Generals Sullivan
and Lord Sterling are prisoners to the enemy. I believe
the enemy out-generalled our people, by decoying them out
of their intrenchments, and then surrounding them; but be-
fore this reaches you, you will have later accounts from our
Army, and more particulars than I can inform you.

September 2d.-This morning General Sullivan arrived
here on his parole. He says he has a verbal message flOm
Lord Howe to propose bis being exchanged for General
Prescott; and Lord Sterling for General ~IcDonald. He
also says that Lord Howe is desirous to converse with some
of the members of Congress, not as such, (because he can-
not acknowledge any sllch body,) but as private gentlemen,
to see if they can't agree on some proposals for accommo-
dation, and that he will meet them in any convenient place.
These are verbal messages, and we have besides every rea-
son to believe that Lord Howe has not, and cannot in the
nature of things, ha ve power to grant any terms that we can
possibly accept; yet, as these reports are spread among the
people by half Tories and those called moderate men, who
(if it should be refused) would represent it that the Conerress
refused to hear his proposals, and would add ten thou~and

lies of theil' own, on purpose to disaffect the common people,
especially at this very critical time. When I consider these
things, I am at a loss what is best to be done; however, I
hope we shall be directed to those measures that are be!!t
for the United States.

I am, sir, your most obedient, JOSIAHBARTJ_ETT.
P. S. Wm. Barrell is dead and buried.

COMMITTEE OF LANCASTER, (PENN.,) TO THE COMMITTEE OF

CARLISLE.

In CommiUee, Lancaster, September 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You will receive this by Captain John
Witmer, who conducts to your town Lieutenant William
Barrington, of the Royal Fusileers, ordered by the Council
of Safety to be sent f!'Omhence (where he hath been some
time con6ned) to the town of Carlisle, to join the other
officers of that corps at that place. He was released from
his confinement here on his engaging, by letter to the Coun-
cil of Safety, to sign his parole agreeable to the directions
of Congress, which he is to do on his arrival with you, or
be con6ned. As he is one of the gentlemen who were sta-
tioned at Lebanon, we thought it best to take his temporary
parole,bindinghim till his arrival with YOIl,which we have
entrusted with Captain Witmer for your perusal, and request
you to return it by him. He takes with him a soldier of
the'Seventh Regiment, named William Croft, from among
the prisoners here, as his servant, who we Jikewise beg
leave to place under your direction, and for him he is to
engage to be amenable.

Weare, gentlemen, your very humble servants,
ORI ATLEE, Chairman.

To the Committee of Inspection of Carlisle.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW YORK CONVENTION.

New York, September I, 1776.

SIR: I was yesterday honoured with your favour of that
date, and should have answered it by the return of the ~er-
son who brought it, had I not been engaged then in a mul-
tiplicity of business, which occasioned me to forget it till he
was gone.

In respect to the cattle on this Island, I shalJ desire the
Commissary to purchase as many of them from the inhabi-
tants as he can conveniently, and wjIJ afford every assist-
ance the situation of affairs will admit of, to have the
remainder secured; but as to those on Long-Island, it is
impossible for me to take any measures, or give auy assist-
ance, to prevent theil' falling into the enemy's hands. I
am persuaded the number of rangers you mention, were
they to exert themsel ves, might be of service, and annoy the
foraging parties of the enemy not a little; but, sir, I cannot
spare any men for that purpose. Though our force is called
in from the outposts and collected on this Island, yet it will
not be more than competent to the defence of the several
lines necessary to be maintained; nor is it, perhaps, by any
means so great as 'common estimation and report make it.

I am extremely obliged by your opinion on the defencible
state of the grounds above King's Bridge, though they had
not escaped my observation. Their importance I am fully
sensible of; ann as far as the critical sitUation of things will
allow,their defenceshall be attended to, to prevent, if pos-
sible, the enemy from possessing them.

I have the honour to be, &c., Go. W ASHJNGTON.

The Hon. Abm. Yates, Junr., Esq., President, &c..

P. S. As the posts at King's Bridge are of such great
importance, I think it will be well, and extremely necessary,
to be favoured with your friendly exertions in affordingevery
aid in your power for their defence. Cannot some more
:Militia be prevailed on to give their assistance, and in whom
you can confide? I wiH not enlarge, being fuHy assured
you will do all you can.

DR. MORGAN TO GENERAL GATES.

New-York, September I, 1776.
My DEAR GENERAl.: The first chest for ten regiments I

sent by Dr. Potts, and saw it' on board the ve5sel myself.
The other was put on board the vessel with Dr. Kennedy,
Surgeon of Colonel Wayne's regiment, and committed to his
particular care, with a card directed to Dr. Stringer, who,
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I thought, was at the Lakes. Dr. Kennedy ought certainly
to be accountable what has become of that chest. If it has
miscarried, it must be owing-to his neglect.

I now send you a I~rge assortment of medicines, all capi.
tal articles. If you knew that I had already supplied fifty
or sixty regiments, you would think this no small exertion
of mine; but it is in favour of a General and friend I love.
That you may have the better chance of getting it, I bave
ordered a mate with it, who will tell you we have got it
through fire and water for you. The invoice is enclosed.
I have directed it to you on purpose that it may not be
stopped at Albany. But the bearer is to return to Dr.
Stringer, unless Dr. Stringer should order him to stay.

Your Aid-de-Camp, Major Pierce, will be up with you,
before this can possibly come to hand. Wherefore, being
in the greatest hurry, I omit news, as he can give you in-
formation of the present state of our amlY better than I can.

I must tell you that by the resolves of Congress, July 17,
which I sent to Dr. Potts, and which he received, and
which he can show to you, the Director in each D((part-
ment is to provide his own medicines, and not depend on
me. However, if I can further oblige you, my dear friend,
I will with the greatest pleasure. Mrs. lHorganwritesme
word she had a letter lately from Mrs. Gates, who (and
your son Bob) is well. Wishing you success, I remain,
my dear sir, your affectionate friend and most humble ser-
'W.tlt, JOHN MORGAN.

Hon. Major General Gates.

P. S. My compliments to Major Stewart, Colonel Trum-
bull, Mr. Avery, Dr. Potts, and all friends. I understood
Dr. Stringer took medicines with him from Philadelphia.
It is his business, therefore, to supply you further.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW-YORK, DATED SEPTEM-

BER 1,1776.

Last Monday morning we went over to Long-Island, and
abo\Jt midnight we were alarmed by the return of some of
our scouting parties, who advised us that the English were
in motion, and coming up the Island with several field-
pieces; it was generally thought not to be the main body,
but oniy a detachment, with a view to possess themselves of
some advantageous heights. Upon which near three thous-
and men were ordered out, consisting chiefly of the Pennsyl-
vania and Maryland troops, to attack them on their march.
About sunris~ we came up with a very large body of them.
The Delaware and ~[aryland battalions made one party.
Colonel Atlee, with his battalion a little before us, had taken
post in an orchard and behind a barn, and on the approach
of the enemy he gave them a very severe fire, which he
bra vely kept up fora considerable time, until they were near
$urrounding him, when he retreated to the woods. The
enemy then advanced towards us, upon which Lord Ster.
ling, who commanded, immediately drew us up in a line,
and offered them battle in the tr\le English taste. The
British army then advanced within about three hundred
yards of us, and began a very heavy fire from their cannon
and mortars, for both the balls and sheJ\s flew very fast, now
and then taking off a head. Our men stood it amazingly
well; not even one of them showed a disposition to shrink.

Our orders were not to fire until the enemy came within
fiftyyards of us; but when they perceived we stood their fire
so coolly and resolutely, they declined coming any nearer,
although treble our number. In this situation we stood from
sunrise to twelve o'clock, the enemy firing upon us the chief
part of the time, when the main body of their army, by aroute
we never dreamed of, bad entirely surrounded us, and drove
within the lines, or scattered in the woods, all our men,
except tbe Delaware and ~[aryland battalions, who were
standing at bay with double their number. Thus situated,
we wer'e ordered to attempt a retreat, by fighting our way
through the enemy, wbo had posted themselves, and nearly
filled every field and road between us and our lines. We
had not retreated a quarter of a mile before we were fired
upon by an advanced party of the enemy, and those upon
our rear were playing upon us with their artilJery. Our men
fought with more tha~ Roman courage, and I am convinced
would have stood until tbey were shot down to a man. We
forced the advanced party, which first attacked us, to give
way, through wbich opening we got a passage down to the

side of a marsh, seldom before waded over, which we-pas~ed,
and then swam a narrow river, all the time exposed to the
fire of the enemy. The companies commanded by Captains
Rarns('y and Scott were in the fi'ont, and sustained the first
fire of the enemy, when hardly a man fell.

The whole of the right wing of our battalion, thinking it
impossible to pass through the marsh, attempted to force
their way through the woods, where they were almost to a
man killed or taken. The Maryland battalion has lost two
hundred and fifty-nine men, amongst whom are twelve offi-
eel's: Captains Veazey and Bowie, the first certainly ki]]ed ;
Lieuts. Butler, Sterrett, Dent, Coursey, ~[use, Prawl; En-
signs Coat.~ and Fernandes; who of them are killed, or who
prisoners, is yet uncertain. Many of the officers lost their
swords and guns. We have since entirely abandoned Long~
Island, bringing off an our military stores.

Generals Sullivan and Sterling are both prisoners. Col-
onels Atlee, Miles and Piper, are also taken. There are about
one thousand men missing in an. We took a few prisoners.
By a Lieutenant we took, we understand they had about
twenty-three thousand men on the Islaod that morning.
Most of our Generals were upon a high hill in our
lines, viewing us with glasses. When we began our retreat,
they could see the enemy we had to pass through, though
we could not. Many of them thought we would surrender
in a body, without firing. When we began the attack,
General Washington wrung his hands, and cried out, Good
God! What brave fellows I must this day lose! Major
Guest commanded the Maryland battalion, the Colonel
and Lieutenant-Colonel being both at York. Captains
Adams and Lucas were sick. The Major, Captain
Ramsey, and Lieutenant Plunkett, were foremost, and
within forty yards of the enemy's muzzles, when they were
fired upon by the enemy, who were chiefly under cover of
an orchal'd, save a few that showed themselves and pre-
tended to give up, clubbing their firelocks until we came
within that distance, when they immediately presented and
blazed in our faces; they entirely overshot us, and killed
some men away behind in our rear. I had the satisfaction
of dropping one of them the first fire I made. I was so near
I could not miss. I discharged my rifleseven times that day
as deliberately as I ever did at a mark, and with as little
perturbation.

COLONEL CARY TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quatters, September 1, 1776.

SIR: I am instructed by his Excellency to acknowledge
the reeeipt of your favour yesterday, and to acquaint you he
has directed the Quartermaster-General to furnish you with
the horses wanted. He has also desired Colonel Moylan to
place an Assistant Quartermastet' up at King's Bridge, to
supply such articles as are necessary, which would thereby
save much trouble to all parties, and particularly to the
General, as a considerable part of his time is taken up in
reading letters from different quarters upon such subjects,
which at this time is far from being agreeable to him.

Should such an Assistant Quartermaster be placed at
King's Bridge, it is presumed care wiJI be taken that no
applications be made to him for any articles but only such
as cannot be dispensed with.

I am, witb due respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
RICH'D. CARY,Jun., A. D. C.

Major General Heath, Kinls Bridge.

EBENEZER "HAZARD TO JOHN M'KESSON.

Dobb;s Ferry, September 1, 1776.

SIR: Your express fonnd me at the door and delivered
me your letter. As I was only one of the persons concel'm~d
in the privateer I could do nothing in the matter, but sent
the express to town with the letter, that the other persons
concerned might be consulted and do what was necessary.
The express bas returned to this place and informed me he
could not find either of the persons to whom I directed my
letter, so that nothing yet e8n be done. But I intend send-
ing the letter to town again to-morrow, and you may de-
pend upon the earliest information respecting the sale of the
privateer. I am willing for my own part to accept the offer
of prime cost, and I imagine the rest of the partners will
have no objection; but I think as only prime COStis offered,
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it is hardly fair to expect liS to rlln the risk of getting the
sloop to Poughkeep.~ie; however, I will consent to whatever
the rest agree to. I am, sir, your very humble servant,

EB~N'R HAzARP.
P. S. Will it not be proper for the Convention to have a

rider daily to and from New- York, and to call on me both
going and coming? I may be found at Major Abraham
Storms's. Shall pay proper attention to the Committee's
resolve about the post's riding On this side the river, but I
fear people on the west side will be dissatisfied. Will you
$end word over the river, so that the post may be prevented
going on the west side to New- York this trip?

OfFICERS COMMISSIONED IN KING'S COUNTY, NEW-YORK.

A Return of the Officers chosen by the different Companies
in KING'S County, who have signed theDeclarationand
taken their Commissions.

Light Horse: Adolph Waldron, Captain; W m. Boerum,
1st Lieutenant; Thomas Everet, 2d Lieutenant; Jacob
Sebring, Jr., Ensign; Isaac Sebring, Quartermaster.

Troop of Horse: Lambert Suydam, Captain; Daniel
Rapelje, 1st Lieutenant; Jacob BJoom, 2d Lieutenant;
Peter Van De V oort, Ensign; Peter Wykoff, Quarter-
master.

Flatlands: Jeremiah V. D. Bilt, Captain; Albert Stot-
hoff, 1st Lieutenant; Thomas Elsworth, 2d Lieutenant;
Peter V. D. Bilt, Ensign.

Gravesend: Rem Williamson, Captain; Samuel Hub-
bard, 1st Lieutenant; Garret Williamsoo, 2d Lieutenant;
John Lane, Ensign.

Half of Brooklyn.: Barent Johnson, Captain; Barent
Lefferts, 1st Lientenant; Joost D. B, Vooise, 2d Lieuten-
ant; Martin Schenck, Ensign.

Flatbush: Corn's V. D. Veer, Captain; Peter Lefferts,
1st Lieutenant; John Van Duyn, 2d Lieutenant; John
Benham, Ellsign.

Half of Brook]yn: Ferd's Suydam, Captain; Simon
Bergen, 1st Lieutenant; W m. Brower, 2d Lieutenant;
Jacob Stellenwert, Ensign.

Bushwyck: John Titus, Captain; Ab'm Van Ranst,
1st Lieutenant; Peter Colyer, 2d Lieutenant; John Skil-
man, Ensign.

N~w Uytrecht: Adrian Van Brunt, Captain; Adrian
Hegeman, 1st Lieutenant; Harm's Barkulo, 2d Lieuten-
ant; William Barre, Ensign.

JOSEPH BULL TO GENERAL WOODHULL.

SIR: I was last Friday evening taken in custody by
order of General Scott, since which time I have been kept
a prisoner (though humanely treated) at New-Rochelle, and
by letter from General Scott, am acquainted I must go
on board a sloop for Norwich, in Connecticut; this, with-
out a hearing is hard; but what renders such a voyage truly
distressing is my wife's being near her time of lyinO' in, a
woman of feeble constitution, without father or moth~r. I
am very fearful it may end her days. All these evils, if
justly deserved, I could the more cheerfully endure. As
eady as the first forming a Committee in New- York, I was
one of the promoters, in which Committee I served about two
years, as I thought with the approbation of my fellow-cIti-
zens at large, as I was,on a dissolutionof the committee
always nominated by the Committee and the people out-
doors, who used often to correct our nomination, and was
finally dismissed on account of my business often caning
me abroad, so that I could not give due attendance. Be-
tween the dissolution of the first and the choice of a second
Congress, I was informed a number of people had assem-
bled to counteract, and if possiblefrustrate a second choice.
I attended, and, with the assistanceof a few others, they
were prevailed on to drop that opposition, but would and
did oppose a convention. When there was an answer ap-
J:1earedto the paper ca]]ed Philipis, I carried them through
westchester and Dutchess County, and so on through the
borders of New-England as far as the first had reached,
and if I had time, T could produce witnesses who would
acknowledge I have proselyted them from toryism. One
matter is within the compass of your knowledge, which doth
not speak a wish the country might be subdued; and jf I
can before this goes from me, I shall furnish you with some

circumstances more, a1l of which, if it should appear to you,
sir, are small, still they will, I think, evince that my wish is
that way. I could further add, all my friends are, if the
country is conquered, rllinerJ, ties which, ifnothing else, would
induce me to be friendly to the American caUse; but other
motives alone would influence me.

If you can, sir, be of sef\'ice to me in this case, you may
be the instrument of saving life, and I am conscious win not
lessen the strength of the cause. If the matter, sir, should
lie with the General, I don't know but it is asking too much,
but I should be much obliged if you could wait on him, and
if you think proper, show him this letter, all which favoul'S
I shall thankfillly acknowledge, and no one wiU more cheer-
fully retaliate them.

Your most obedient, very humble servant,
JQSEPH BULL.

To General Woodhull, at Harlem.

N. B. If Colonel Philips, Colonel Corsa and myself
must proceed, we should be glad to give security and pro-
ceed by land; a boat will be exceedingly disagreeable at
this hot season, and most of liS subject to be sea-sick. We
are the only prisoners here except'Mr. Jauncey.

LIEUTENANT J;DGET TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

GENTLEMEN: As I was nominated as Lieutenant in
Johannes Van Steenbergh's company, and in Colonel Gra-
ham's regiment, and as I was, while in the service, but
unhealthy, very unfit for duty, and particularly at my de-
parture from the army, and so I continue incapable of being
in any ways serviceable to my country: therefore I humbly
request your honourable body to please to grant my dismis-
sion from the service; and in so doing you shall very much
obl2ge, gentlemen, him who is yours, with respect.

I ollr devoted friend and very humble servant,
STEPHEN EDGET.

To the Honourable Congress of the State of New-York and
Territories therein depending for the time being.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAl. GATES.

Albany, September 1, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: YesterrJay I recei\'ed your favour of
the 26th, continued to the 27th, and about four o'clock an

express went off to General Washington, with copy of your
letter and the several enclosures.

Not a sheet of musket cartridge paper is to be had here,
or anywhere in this part of the country. A quantity sent
from New- York on the 19th ultimo is not yet arrived. The
grindstones and the otber articles mentioned in the list sent
me by Mr. Lewis, you wiJl receive the soonest possible, ex-
cepting the wire, emery, aRd screw-plates, which must
corne from New- York, and the bar iron, which is sent fOf
to Mr. Livingston's forge.

If you cannot procure a sufficiency of carpenters out of
the troops to replace the sick and lame, let me know it, and
1 will try to send some from hence.

Not a man is stopped on the route to the army by my
order, except such as have lately had the small-pox; and
that was in consequence of infOl;mation given me immedi-
ately before my order of the 20th ultimo to General Water-
bury, which information is since corroborated by a letter of
the 22d ultimo, yesterday received, from Governonr Trum-
bull, who says: "Inoculation for the small-pox I find has
been practised by tbe troops on their way to join tbe army.
I hope a practice so pernicious in every respect will be dis-
couraged. I have taken the liberty to suggest my fears and
sentiments to General Gates on tbis subject. Indeed, Sil',
if it is not timely restrained, it appears to me it must prove
fatal to all our operations, and may ruin the country."

You are perfectly right in taking it for granted that I
send all your letters that contain anything that Congress or
General Washington ougbt to know,to them, as also all
papers of the least importance.

September 2.-Last night three Philadelphia gentlemen
who passed through New- York on their way to this place,
informed us that on Tuesday last there were several smart
rencountres between our troops and the enemy on Long-
Island, with alternate success; that considerable numbers
feJl on both sides; that on Wednesday tbey attacked our
lines, but were repulsed with loss. It is sllpposed tbey lost
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three thousand, we two thousand. Gf'neral Grant, of
theirs,killed.

.
GeneralSullivanand Lord Stirling missing.

Two of the Pennsylvania battalions sufferedmost. We
wait with impatience for more particulars. One of the
gentlemen, who left New- York on Thursday morning, heard
a smart cf1nnonade when at King's Bridge. Some of the
Hessians. The enemy's ships of war, on Thursday morn-
ing, were still near Staten. Island, and no appearance of
their moving.

The gentlemen above mentioned have brought half a
million of doHars to our military chest. Let us know what
part of it you will want. The troops can now be regularly
paid off.

I send this by express, and hope it will soon be foIlowed
by another, announcing the total rout of the enemy.

Mr. Avery has not complied with my orders. Whether
he is subordinate to Mr. Livingston or not, it was his busi-
ness to obey, and if he thought himself injured, to have
complained. I have wrote Mr. Trumbull the Commissary
General, and have declared, that whilst Mr. Livingston is in
this department, the returns shaIl be made as I have di-
rected, and tbat I would bave sent Mr. Avery down under
arrest, but as I did not know wbat orders be had given him,
I should waive the matter till I beard from him, tbat no
damage might accrue to tbe service. Two heads to tbe
same brancb, and in the same department of tbe army,
involves sucb an absurdity tbat I will never suffer it whilst
I command.

Adieu, my dear General. I am your most obedient
humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Hon. General Gates, &c.

Tyconderoga, September 1, 1776.

This may certify the most advantageous post on Onion
River for the posting of six companies of men, raised for the
defence of tbe frontier, is at Jericho, at Baker's block-house,
and at Colchester Point.

Certified: JOSEPH WAIT, Lieutenant Colonel.

Head-Quarters, Ticonderoga, September 1, 1776.

SIR: You are directed to maintain your post at Jerico on
Onion River, with the company under your command, send-
ing out scouts and foIlowing the directions you may from
time to time receive from the Committee of the County and
Town, and the advice of Deacon Rood. You will remain
till you receive orders from the commanding officers here.
Any inteIliO'ence,or deserters of the enemy, are to be sent to
Head-Qua;ters, Ticonderoga, immediately.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, JOHNTRUMBULL,
- Dep. Adj. Gen'l Northern Army.

Commanding Officer of the Company raised by Captain
Faucett.

GENERAL ST. CLAIR TO LIEUTENANT COI.ONEL ALLEN.
Ticonderoga, September 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR: This is my third to you since yours of the
25th of July. Whether the former have reached YOll or
not is doubtful, as our communication seems not to be much
more open tban heretofore. How that happens God knows,
but certain it is, few letters to or from this army get on.

I wisb to God you had returned to the regiment, though I
well know your sentiments. I really expected you would
have come back. The osier keeps its footing when the oak
is torn up by the'roots. You know my way of t!linking,
and you know likewise the obligations I have to your family
-obligations which no change of circumstances can ever
cancel. But you will excuse me, my dear sir; I believe it
would have been true policy to have given some way to the
temper of the times.

If I remember right, there were two points on which we
were perfectly agreed: First, that independence was not
the interest of America if the liberties of America could be
otherwise secured; secondly, that if foreign troops were
employed to reduce America to absolute submission, that
independence or any other mode was justifiable. There is
now no doubt about the employment of foreign troops,
which I own I think was the watchword to every man of
property in America, for I doubt very much whetber, if

Great Britain should' succeed by force, much odds would
be made by the lordly conquerors between friends or foes,
or if n:1tiveand foreign avarice and rapacity would not be
glutted with the indiscriminate spoil of both. I am per-
suaded many worthy men would not have wished things to
go as they have done, because they thought it not consistent
with the true interest of America, which might have long
been happy in a regulated (not unwarlike) subordination to
Great Britain-but that fatal proceeding, amongst whom I
think I may reckon your venerable father, has cast the die.

Do not, my dear sir, imagine my late promotion has
altered my sentiments. I will own to you I am pleased,
not flattered with it. I am come to that time of life, and
some how or other have always had a way of thinking, what
some people call philosophy, but it is nothing but constitu-
tion, that puts me out of danger of that flutter and emotion
that sudden and unexpected elation gives some people. I
assure you I would rather experience the heartfelt satisfac-
tion of discharging one social duty, one debt of gratitude,
than have as many Honour's and Excellency's stuck to my
name as would fill a quire of paper. To your father and
brother, and Mr. Penn, I bave obligations that I must ever
feel, that I will never forget. You know I am a bad poli-
tician, but if you have not already taken too decisive a
post-I cannot say one word more about the matter, and
when I reflect on your own good sense and the superior
understanding and experience of many of your friends, it
would be insolence to offer you any advice.

We have made this a very strong post. The old French
lines are repaired, and redoubts upon redoubts constructed,
and men enough to defend them. If they come we shall
certainly give a good account of them. General Arnold is
down the Lake with the fleet-three schooners and a sloop,
and ten gondolas, mounting in all about one hundred guns.
The time is certainly near now. I wish you was here to
share the honours, for we shall cert:1inly bear them. We
shall make up for the Three Rivers-but wherever you are,
my best wishes shall ever attend you. Your baggage
Major Scull takes to Albany, all but your bedding. Your
matrass and blanket I let Mr. Clajon have, his having been
stolen one day out of the General's hOllse. The rest I will
keep. Let me know the price, and the money shall be
remitted for the whole. I thank you for the marque. I
will take all the care I can of it, and bring it with me when
I return. If I return not, you do not want f.'iends here who
will do me the kindness to send it. Next time I will tell
you all about the money, and am, &c.

WILLIAM GILLILAND TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

September 1, 1776.

SIR: The troops and sailors accompanying you on your
cruise this day week, have wantonly and wickedly com-
mitted great destruction on several of my plantations on this
settlement. They have forcibly raised two fields of potatoes
that, if fuIl grown, would have filled two hundred bushels;
an acre of peas are entirely destroyed, which would have
yielded sixteen to twenty bushels; five or six acres of corn
are ruined; about ten dollars worth of smith's tools, and a
multitude of other irons; two pleasure sleighs, five new sash
windows, a new bedstead and bed-cord, several chairs, and
many other articles, they have carried ofi~tearing houses, _
breaking doors, and committing every villany in the most
insolent and licentious manner, even before my servants'
face, whom I sent to guard these things, telling them it was
by order of the officers they came for the vegetables, and
have them they would, were I present myself. This was a
b:1dreturn for se,'enty.f]ve salmon given to them and Cap-
tain Alexander's people on that and the preceding day. As
I am convinced you would not by any means countenance
such proceedings, I rely and request you will have immedi-
ate justice done me, by ordering a surveyor inquiry to be
made to ascertain the amount of my damage. You may
easily remember how General Gates served Captain Ro-
mans for suffering some of his men to pull up a few potato
hills near Ticonderoga. It grieves me to see my crops
destroyed, for whose preservation I came here and remain
here at the risk of my life, and those crops on the deserted
lots are all the pay I shall probably ever get from those by
whom they were formerly occupied, who owed me very
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considerable sums of money, and many of whom have died
since their removal, the others gone down the country. I
shall hope for youI' I'eady comf)liance, and that you will
believe me to be, very respectfully, sir, your most ohedient
hl1m~le servant, WILL. GILLILAND.
To General Arnold.

P. S. My salmon crib and all its apparatus were carried
off last Monday night by the violence of a very great flood.
If your carpenters could be spared to assist me one day or
two, I should very sooa be able to send you some salmon.

W.G.
If the men belonging to the vessels are suffered to come

ashore where there are settlements, 'twill be impossible to
prevent their doing mischief. Besides what I have mentioned
above, the people belonging to one of the gondolas went ashore
last Sunday afternoon to Point Pleasant Bay, three'and a half
miles south of my river, and not finding any of my people
thel'e, carried off five of my blankets, which my people kft
in a barn there where they lodged whilst reapin" near that
place. These things could not possibly have all "been taken
Oh board without the knowledge of the officers.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, September I, 1776.
HONOURED GENERAL: The sentry informs me that he

heard a morning gun from the fleet to-day. I presume they
remained near Gillilanrfs yesterday; this seems a little
strange as there was so good a wind. The General will
doubtless proceed on to-day. He may get to the Isle
Motte if he pleases.

I have just despatched two boats, one to Gilliland's, the
other to Major Grier to the fleet, really to see what they
are doing on board, and to be able to give some account
of their dispositions. He will go on till he meets with them.
He is to return as soon as possible.

The galley and gondola came here this morning. I have
procured a pilot, directed some biscuits to be pUt on board.

The other apparatus he promises to send as soon as possible.
The few artillery men I mentioned are not yet come. I
would detain them but a very short time.

We endeavoured to take the large cannon out of a broken
boat and put it into a sound one, but could not effect it, for
want of a gin. We will make another trial, and if possible,
send it up.

The party to cover the oar cutters is not yet arrived,
though the one sent to bring the saw-mi1lgears is gone past.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

THO. HARTLEY.
To Major General Gates.

Twenty miriulespast twelveo'cJock,P. M.
P. S. If the post is arrived, I would be glad if a news-

paper could be sent me. Yours, &c. T. H.

iNSTRUCTIONS TO TH£IIl REPRESENTATIVES, VOTED BY THE
FREEMEN OF A TOWN IN CONNECTICUT, AT THEIR ANNUAL

MEETING IN SEPTEMBER, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: A1though we repose the highest confidence

in your zeal for the publick weal and particular attention
to the tme interests of your constituents; yet we think it
our duty to manifest to you our sentiments respecting a
matter which we hope may come under the consideration of
the honourable General Assembly of the State of Connecticut
the ensuing session, and in our apprehension, is of the utmost
importance to the people of this State, viz: The mode of
electing Delegates to represent this State in the General
Congress of America.

The exigency of publick affairs have heretofore seemed
to require that they should be nominated and appointed
by the General Assembly, which has been done to gen-
eral satisfaction. America is now declared independent,
and is forming into an empit'e unconnected with any
other part of the globe. We think it a duty we owe
ourselves and posteritY' to guard our rights and privileges
on every quarter, lest a precedent founded at first in
necessity or accident, should in time be construed to deprive
us of one privilege which we deem essential to the presel'va-
tion of aH the rest. The power of electing Representatives,
who, with others, are entrusted with power to declare war
and make peace, to form alliances with foreign nations, and
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to make laws for an extensive empire, (we conceive,) can be
lodged nowhere in so safe hands as that of tbe whole body
of freeholders in a State. Bribery and corruption, intrigue
and undue inAuence, is much more easily practised upon a
few than many; although we have the highest value for our
own General Assembly, whose members ha\'e heretofore been
governed and directed by the most laudable of principles, the
love of their country's welfare, yet we are not sure that in all
future times, the same attention will be paid to the true in-
terest of their constituents, or the same principle be the
ruling motive of action; and we must declare to you that we
thinl~it a rightwhich unalienablybelongsto the freeho]ders
of this State to elect members to represent them in the
General Congress of America, and a right and power which
posterity cannot be deprived of by any previous or present
obligation to others. We do, therefore, as part of the free-
holders of this State enjoin it upon you as ollr Representa-
tives in General Assembly, to use your utmost influence that
the Assembly do order and direet that such election of Dele-
gates to represent this State in General Congress, be annually
made by the freeholders, or freemen at large, and not by
their Representatives in General Assembly.

COLONEL H. B. LIVINGSTON TO GO'VERNOURTRUMBULJ,.
Camp, River He..d, September 1, 1776.

MAY IT PL£AS}; 'YOUR HONOUR: I wrote to you the day
before yesterday an accoUnt of the prevailing reports, since
which, I have seen a Mr. Hobart, whose accounts are hot

more encouraging. But I am informed from undoubted
authority that he has brought letters from the lower class of
people in Huntington directed to the people at large in this
County, tending to discourage them from making any further
attempts against the enemy. I can't as yet find any certainty
of their being very formidable; however, if they are, I am
still determined as soon as the whole of my detatchment
arrives, to harass and distress them all in my power, until
I can have your or General Washington's advice, which I
wait with impatience for. Yours, &c.,

HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Excellency Governour Trumbull, (to be forwarded by
all Committees,) Lebanon.
P. S. Mr. Hobart is a member of the New- York Con-

vention. If a retreat is determined upon, a number of boats
will be necessary to carry off the the troops and the inhabi-
tants; which I hope your Excellency will take into consid-
eration.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JUN.

Lebanon, September I, 1776.

SIR: There being necessity of sending a number of
troops from New-London to the east end of Long-Island,
you are desired to provide necessary transpotts, and imme-
diately provide for the carrying over Colonel Erastus Wol-
cott's regiment with their baggage and the six field-pieces
at New-Lf)ndon, and you are directed to forward with them
sufficient quantity of powder and ball. And as. Captain
John Deshon is directed to forward sufficient quantity of
provision for the forces, would have YOll conferwith him,
and so cooperate that the provisions may be forwarded as
the troops go over. Mr. Andrew Huntington, of Norwich,
per order engaged of Captain Jabez Perkins one suitable
vessel for said service, which must be improved as a trans-
port or to carry stores; and there is more to be had at Nor-
wich if wanted, and quite likely a further number will soon
be wanted besides those immediately for Colonel Wolcott's
regiment.

Resting satisfied that nothing will be wanting on your
part to forward this important expedition, remain yours to
serve. JONTH. TRUM:aULL.

To Mr. Nath. Shaw Jun., in New-London.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governourand Council of Safety of
Connecticut, September 1st, 1776:

Present: his Honour the Governour, Jabez l[untington,
Richard Law, Jed'h Elderkin, Wm. Hillhouse, Nathaniel
Wales, Jun., Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

His Honour the Governour gave an order on Captain.
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Sam'[ Squire, to send two hundred pounds saltpetre to
New- York, to the care of General Wolcott, dated tbis day,
and delivered to Dr. Turner to carry.

His Honour the Governour, with advice of this Council,
gave orders to the Commanding officers of the 3d, 5th, 8th,
11th, l:lth, 20th, 21st and 25th Regiments of Militia in
this State, forthwith to call out their said regiments, and see
them equipped and marched to New-London, and have in
readiness both officers and nlen to embark for Long-Island,
and there to land in the most convenient place, to march
from thence to the assistance of our army, against the troops
and mercenaries of the King of Great Britain on that Island,
or (0 be stationed at New-London, as occasion may require;
all due pay and wages to be made by the Assembly of this
State, and by the United States of America, in a just and
equitable manner, as others of the .Militia, lately sent from
this State, are treated.

His Honour the Governour, by advice of this Council, gave
orders to Colonel Erastus Wolcott, of the regiment at the
forts at New-London, Groton, &c., without delay to put his
officers and soldiers stationed at New-London and Groton,
in readiness, well equipped, to embark for Long-Island, and
to see the Sound is so clear tbat they may with safety pass
the same, and forthwith to embark with them, and go upon
the Island, and there cooperate with the forces on the Island,
and from oLlr army to command them in such manner as
to secure and defend the inhabitants, assist to dispose of the
stock in such manner as shall be agreed upon, and to annoy
the enemy in such sort as he shall be able, and to take with
him six of the field-pieces now at New-London, and order
such as he may have to follow, to bring the residue to the
number of six field-pieces; to use his prudence if! engaging
men, and take with him one of the Captains, and a suitable
number of officers, and twenty-five matrosses for the service;
all due pay and wages are and will be made by the Assem-
bly of tbis State, or of the United Slates of America, in a
just and equitable manner, as others of the Militia, lately
sent from this State, are treated.

Gave orders to Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., to supply the
troops going to Long-Island with stores of powder and trans-
ports for their use, and in particular that he employ a s]oop
belonging to Captain Jabez Perkins, which has already been
engaged lor tbat service.

Gave an order to Captain John Deshon to provide bread,
flour, and other provisions necessary for the troops goina-
from this State on to Long-Island.

0

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, September 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I stopped at New-Haven on Wednesday,
and found the Hampden near ready for sea as Mr. Lawrence
informed me, all but men and officers, which she had none;
Captain Hacker had not got there. I left orders for him,
when he came, to get as many men as would be sufficient,
and come with the brig to New-London.

I came to New-London Thursday morning; did not find
Mr. Shaw at home, but learned that the schooner and bomb
brig were both sold, with all their stores, so that at present
I do not know of any vessel that can be had that will answer;
how Mr. Shaw came to sell them and their stores, or by
whose orders, I can't tell. I likewise found the Cabot was
gone out on a cruise; she had been gone out about a week,
and ha \'e no knowledge how long she is to cruise, nor by
what authority Captain Hinman could undertake to go out,
as he had my orders, when I left New-London for Philadel-
phia, not to go to sea without he received orders from the
Marine Committee or from me.

o I came here yesterday; have not seen Captain Salton-
stall, but hear the Alfred is about five miles below, with
about lorty men, including officers, on board, having spared
some to Captain Biddle, and a number to Captain Whipple,
who sailed on a cruise in foul' days after he got home, with
one hundred and seventy-eight men on board. As soon as
I get a little over the fatigue of my journey, shall set myself
about manning the Alfred. Should be glad to know when
I get her ready whether I may send her out under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Mr. Jonathan Pitcher, whom I believe
to be a prudent, capable man. Should be glad of your sen-
timents, to know whether you approve of Captain Hinman's
.sailing with the Cabot, as I believe he has gone without

orders from any pf'rson. Mr. HOllsf" whom you appointed
Lieutenant of the Brig Hampden, is gone out in the Colum-
bus. If you think proper to appoint Mr. Walter Spooner
as second Lieutenant, that he may act as first until House
gets on board, I believe it will he best for the service.

I am, gentlemen, youI' most humble servant,
E. HOPKINS.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Ma-
rine Committee, at Philadelphia.
P. S. I hear a s]oop of Dunmore's is carried into the east-

ward by one of their privateers, loaded with tobacco.

COLONEL JOSEPH WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, September], ]776.

SIR: Your Excellency's letter of the 26th of August
came by tbe last post. General Ward being out of town,
I have transmitted the letter, with the enclosed resolve
of Congress, to him.

I am sony to inform your Excellency that Captain Burke,
in the armed schooner Warren, on the 26th of August,
was taken by a British frigate about ten leagues without
this bay. Captain Ayers, in the armed schooner Lynch,
was in company with the Warren, but made his escape,
and brought this intelligence.

We hear with inexpressible pleasure of the repulse which
our troops, under your Excellency'~ command, gave the
enemy, and most ardently pray that It may be a prelude to
the total defeat of those infamous tools of the most infamous
t.yrant. .

I have the honour to be, sir, your Excellency's most
obedient humble servant, JOSEPHWARD,A. D. C.
To His Excellency General Washington.

WINTHROP SARGENT TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIT..

Gloucester, September 1, 1776.

SIR: This is to inform you that Captain Daniel Waters,
of the schooner Lee, retook and brought into this harbour
an old coasting sloop, which was taken last Sunday by the
Milford frigate of thirty-two guns; on board of the sloop
were Mr. Richey and Captain Alexander Lumsdale, late
Captain of the powder ship True Runaway, for Salem; for
further particulars the prisoners can inform your Honours.
The Milford is now off the Cape with one brig, one
schooner, and a sloop, which are prizes; they have burnt
and sunk four-two in sight of this place. Enclosed you
have aJl the papers found on board the sloop, which please
to return, as it is all we have to show the sloop was taken.
Captain Waters has left the sloop here, and shaJl wait )'our
directions in regard to her, and am, with due respect, your
obedient, humble servant,

WINTHROP SARGENT,Agent.

State of Massachusetts Bay, in Council, Sept. 4, 1776. I

The foregoing having been laid before this Board and
read,

Resoh'ed, That the Sheriff of the County of Suffolk be,
and he is hereby directed to take the said Richey, and Alex-
ander Lumsdale, and keep them in close custody tiJl further
order. SAMUELADAMS,Secretary.

Council Chamber, September 4, 1876.

Whereas application is made that Mr. Francis Curtice,
now a prisoner of war at New-Salem, in this State, under
the care and custody of the Committee of Correspondence,
Safety, and Inspection, of said place, may be exchanged for
Philip Stevens, lately taken on board a coasting vessel at
or near New- York, and now a prisoner on board some of
the men-of-war of the enemy on that station; sairl Stevens
being an inhabitant of, and belonging uuto Killingsworth,
in the State of Connecticut:

Whereupon, Ordered, That the Committee of Correspon-
dence, Inspection, and Safety, of New-Salem aforesaid, be,
and hereby are directed to deliver the said Fmncis Curtice
unto Samuel Redfield, of Killingsworth aforesaid, to be ex-
changed for said Philip Stevens: Provided he, the said
Samuel Redfield, shaJl give the said Committee a receipt,
promising to return the said Francis Curtice into their cus-
tody, in case the proposed exchange shall not take effect.

[Mr. Robert Basden, mate of his .Majesty's ship Niger,
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who was taken in a sloop belonging to Perth-Amboy, and
carried into Beverly, loaded with wine. We suppose them
to be at Northampton. 1\'1r. Cnrds, belonging to the said
ship, who was taken in a brig loaded with salt, and carried
into Plymouth, near Boston. Supposed to be at the same
place.]

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN DEANS.

Annapolis, September 2,1776.

SIR: Sergeant Barnes of your company having suggested
to this Board that his private concerns will sufter very con-
siderably by his continuing in your company, more espe-
ciaJly as the company is now on their march to the north-
ward, we therefore think tbat the publick service will not
suffer by Sergeant Barnes's leaving your company; therefore
you are directed to give him a discharge. Weare, &c.
To Captain Deans.

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE TO MARYLAND CONVENTION.

In Committee, Baltimore, September 2, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN:This Committee having heard that your
honourable House are about to raise a battalion Ortwo in this
Province, we beg leave to recommend the bearer, Mr. R~bert
Wilmott, a native of this County, and attached to the lIber-
ties of America, as a Lieutenant or Ensign in the service.

We are with all due respect, your most obedient, humble
servants' SAML.PURVIANCE,Jun., Chairman.,

WILLIAMLux, Vice Chairman.
ANDREW BUCHANAN,

EDWARD TALBOTT,

JNO. BOYD,

BENJAMIN GRIFFITH,

WILT,IAM Wn,KTNsoN,

THOMAS RUTTER.

To the Hon. Matthew TI:lghman, Esq., President of the
Convention of 1tlaryland.

WILLIAM DEAKINS, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Lower Districl of Frederick Counly, Seplember 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Yours of the 17th last month to my brother
Leonard, came to hand a few days after he had marched for
Philadelphia; he waited several days after his letter to you
of the 12th, but recpiving no orders, he consulted Colonel
Griffith, who ordered him to march, and recruit on the way
four or five men to complete his company, after which his
return was made from Philadelphia. I hope IJIYbrother
will stand excused for this step, for both the Colonel and
himself thou"ht it for the good of the Province; his would
have been o~e of the first companies full, had he not been
unlucky in some of his officers. He has himself recruited
most of his men. Bruce, who solicited you for the Ensign's
commission, has not recruited one man, notwithstanding he
engaged to go with the company till the day they marched,
and even then promised the Captain to follow him in a day
or two, but has since declined.

I know my brother will wish to have his first Sergeant,
Mr. Dennis Griffith, appointed his Ensign, and when he
makes his return, I expect he will solicit you in his favour.
He is a very deserving young man, and I think merits the
commission. The cash you sent by Mr. Nicholls for my
brother, is delivered to the Committee of this District, who
will account for it.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant,
WILL. DEAKINS,Jun.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of ltlaryland.

JOHN BURRELL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, September 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I was first shipped as master's mate of the
ship Defence, at her first setting out in the Provincial service.
At the time Lieutenant Boncher left the ship I was advanced
to master, by the Council of Safety. I hope your Honours
will continue to advance me in rotation, or as Commodore
Nicholson shall think right; as imagine him to be the best
judg~ wbat I may deser~e. . Lie?tena?t Nichol$on I hear
is gomg to leave the ship, likewIse LIeutenant Johns. If
so, think I should be first Lieutenant, as I was master of

the ship before Lieutenant Auchenbact had his commission.
From, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant,

JOHN BURRELL.

To the Hon. Council of Safety, now sitting at Annapolis.

BAT.TIMORE COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Commitke, September 2, 1116,
Present: S. Purt.iance, Chairman; W. Lux, Vice-Chair-
man; W. Buchanan, W. Wilkinson, J. Stande.fort, W.
Tolley, Jun., G. Vaughan, B. Gri(ft,th, J. Calhoun, T.
Sollers, E. Talbot, D. Shaw, J. Smtth, J. Boyd.

Mr. Edmund Stansbury is appointed to take an account
of the number ofinbabitants in Gunpowder Upper Hundred,
in the roomof Captain James Bosley, who resigned.

Upon motion, Resolved, That Messrs. 1ITaiter Tolley,
Jun., William Buchanan, and James Calhoun be, and they
are hereby appointed a committee to examine the accounts
of Messrs. Lux and Bou'ly, relating to the schooner Reso-
lution, who are to make their reports on Wednesday next.

Colonel Walter Tolley is unanimously appointed one of
the committee for licensing suits, vice Captain John Egar
Howard, who is march~d with his company, to New-York.

Isaac Wigley having enrolled in Captain Garritson's
company, and Isaac Dew in Captain Thomas Rutter's, the
fines assessed on them as non-enrol1ers are remitted.

The Sheriff is directed to allow tht'ee shillings and nine
pence per bushel, for good, cJean, merchantable wheat, in
discharge of an execution against John Riley, William
Reily, and Zebulon Bosley, at the suit of John Barrow.

Attest: GEO. Lux, Secretary.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO GENERAL FOLSOM.

Philadelphia, September 2, 17.76.

My DEAR SIR: I have received yours of the 14th ulti-
mo, with the acts of our Legislature enclosed, for which I
tbank you, as it gives me particular satisfaction to be informed
of the situation of affairs in our own State. I am fully
sensible of Ihe great difficulties we labour under by the sol-
diers being enlisted for such short periods, and that it would
have been much better had tbey at first received a good
bounty, and been enlisted to serve during the war. But
you may recollect tbe many, and, to appearance, almost
insuperable difficulties tbat then lay in our way. No money,
no magazines of provisions, no military :stores,no govel'l1-
ment; in short, wben I ]ook back, and consider our situa-
tion about fifteen months ago, instead of wondering that we
are in no better situation than at present, I am surprised we
are in so good. Who of us at that time expected that the
infatuation of Britain would have forced us to the state we
are now in? As circumstances now are, I think we ought,
by all means, to be provided with a well-disciplined army,
to serve during the war, and that they ought to be raised as
soon as possible.

I am g]ad to hear that our powder mill is ready to be set
going. Pray take particular care that the powder is good.
A considerable quantity made by one of the mills of this
State appears not to have above half the force of good
powder, and does not catch quick. The danger from bad
powder in an engagement is so great that the Congress have
ordered that no powder be sent to the army but such as
bas been well tried and approved by inspectors appointed
for that purpose, and have recommended it to the several
Legislatures to appoint inspectors to prove all the powder
that is made or imported into their respective States. A
copy I will encJose if 1 can procure one before the post sets
off. I will also endose the orders of Congress concerning
wounded and maimed soldiers and seamen.

The affairs at New- York seem at present almost wholly
to engross our attention. We have not had the fun of the
particulars of the action of the 27th u1timo on Long-Island
Jrom tbe General; but by the best accounts we hav&.
obtained it appeal's that our people were decoyed and sur~
rounded by the main body of the enemy, and obliged to.
fight their way tbrough, or surrender prisoners. It appears
there must have been some very great neglect, either in not.
sending out proper guards and parties to gain intelligence,
or they not doing their duty. General Sullivan and Lord.
Sterling are prisoners, and I be]ieve six hundred or seven
hundred others. The consequence has been tbe evacuation.
of Long-Island and Governour's Island, of both which the
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enemy are now in possession-a very unfortunate begin-
ning of tbl;:'campaign there. However, it is not irreparable,
and I bope it will make both officers and soldiers more care-
ful to keep proper guards, and not s\Jtf~r themsdves to be
taken by surprise any more.

After writing the above, General Sullivan came to my lodg-
ing,; in this city, and, by his account, the affair at Long-Island
was much as 1 had beard. He says he has two verbal messages
fi'om Lord Howe, which he is on his parole to come to Con-
gress to propose. One is, the exchan/!,e of himself and Lord
Sterling for Generals Prescott and McDonald; the other is,
to propose a meeting of some of the members of Congress,
(as private gentlemen, for he can't acknowledge any such
body as Congress,) to s!:'e if they can't agree on some propo-
sitions for an accommodation without furtber bloodshed; and
says he will meet at almost any place for the purpose.
These are only verbal messages, and I can easily foresee
great difficulties that may arise, let the Congress accept or
refuse the proposed conference. What the Congress wi11
do is at present uncertain; but hope they wi11 be directed
Ly the Supreme Disposer of all events to do in this, and
every other affair before them, what will be most conducive
to the safety and happiness of these American States.

So wishes your friend and most obedient and humble
servant, JOSIAH BARTJ".ETT.
To General Folsom.

MARINE CO)f(lfI';J.'TEE TO DANIEt. TILL1NGHAST.

Philadelphia, September 2, 1776.

SIR: The Secret Committee of Congress have directed
Mr. Thomas Green, of Provide lICe, in your State, to put
into your hands the following articles belonging to the Con-
tinent, now in his possession, for which you will please to
give him a receipt: 330 boJts of best Holland and Russia
duck; 261 casks of powper; 2 pair four-pound cannon; 3
pair three-pound do.; 4 pair swivels; 3 casks leaden ball ;
21 casks twine; 598 pounds saltpetre; 60 pounds brim-
stone; 470 bushels saJt; 50 half-johannes; 1 drum.

You have underneath a copy of a resolve of Congress,
of the 30th ult., ordering such part of the above duck as is
suitable for tents to be made up and forwarded with all pos-
sible expedition to his Excellency General Washington,
which we request you will immediately execute; you will
hold the rest of the arlicles ready for the fulure orders of this
Committee, who are, sir, your humble servants.

"In Congress, August 30,1776.
HResolved, That the duck in the hands of Mr. Green,

at Rhode-Island, be made up into Tents, and forwarded
with all possible expedition to General Washington."

Extract from the minutes :
CHAS. THOMSON, Secretary.

PETITION OF MICHAEL FITZGER!LD.
[Read September 2, 1776. Rererred to the Bbard of' War.]

To the Honouro.ble the Congress jor the UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA:

The humble address of Mchael Fitzgerald humbly show-
eth: That your petitioner, from the Kingdom of Ireland, and
last fi'om Havre-de-Grace, having been cruelly and unjustly
persecuted in his native country by the present enemies of
tbese Slates, is heartily wilJing to bear a part in the present
glorious struggle against oppression and tyranny; and having
served seven years in a military capacity in a foreign king-
dom, woulrl request this honourable Board to place him in
such a situation as to have it in his power to merit a char-
acter among them, and show his talents in the military line,
as he did not think it necessary to bring recommendations
from his friends, nor would they bave countenanced his
coming over at such a juncture. Your petitioner, for reasons
which most strangers after expensive traveJling may readily
adduce, would beg to be taken notice of as SOonas possible;
and he promises, by a strict attention to the duties of his
station, to endeavour to merit the esteem of his superiors,
and to look for advancement only as his character and COn-
duct may appear to deserve it.

With humility and deference, the petitioner is buoyed
_ with hopes this honourable Board wiJl take his case into

their serious consideration, with that expedition that can be
aJlowed an humble volunteer waiting for orders.

COMMITTEE OF READING TO THE COMMITTEE OF LANCASTER,

PENNSYLVANIA.

Reading, September 2, 1776.

SIR: The Committee at Lancaster are requested to per-
mit one Hamilton Hannon, a prisoner there, to come over
with l\Ir. Rose and company to Reading, where his master,
Captain Swan, is stationed, as it was by mere accident he
happened to be separated fi'om the Captain, who has since
been without a servant.

Enclosed there is also a passport for a servant of Captain
AT/struther, and his engagement for his good behaviour,
agreeable to the order of the War Office. We hope they
may both be sent by this opportunity, as their masters are
in great want of them. By order of the Committee.

I am, sir, yours, &c., C. READ, Secretary.
To Mr. William Attlee.

War Office, August 12, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Please to permit Captain Anstruther's ser-
vant, William Brown, a prisoner at Lancaster, to reside
with his master at Reading, on his said master sending you
an agreement that he will, by every means in his power,
prevent the misbehaviour of his servant, either in corres-
ponding with the enemy, or other misconduct as a prisoner,
and as soon as he discovers any stIch misbehaviol1r, tha.t he
will give information thereof to the Committee of the town
or place where he resides, that the said servant may be
properly secured. Your obedient servant,

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

To the Committee of the Borough of Lancaster.

I do hereby promise to endeavour to. prevent William
Brown, soldier in the Twenty-sixth Regiment, from doing
anything unbecoming the station he is in as a prisoner,
(while he is in my service,) and to report to the Committee
of the town of Reading any impropriety in his conduct
that may come witbin my knowledge. As witness my
!land, at Reading, the 13th August,

WM. ANSTRUTHER, Capt., 26th Regiment.
To the Chairman of the Committee of the Borough of

Lancaster.

GENER<\L WASHINGTON TO TH~ PREsIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, Sept~lTIber 2, 1776.

SIR: As my intel1igence of late has been rather unfa-
vourable and would be viewed with anxiety and concern,
peculiarly happy should I esteem myself were it in my
power at this time to transmit such information to Congress
as would be more pleasing and agreeable to their wishes;
but uofort\lnately for me-lJ!1fortunately for them, it is not.

Our situation is truly distressing. The check our detach-
ment sustained on the 21th ultimo has dispirited too great a
proportion of Our troops, and fiJIed their minds with appre-
hension and despair. The Militia, instead of calling forth
their utmost efforts to a brave and manly opposition in order
to repair our losses, &c., are dismayed, intractable, and im-
patient to return. Great numbers of them have gone off,
in some instances almost by whole regiments, by half ones,
and by companies at a time. This circumst<Hlce itself, inde-
pendent of others, when fronted by a well-appointed enemy,
superior in number to our whole collected force, would be
sufficiently disagreeable; but when their example has infected
another part of the army-when their waot of discipline
and refusal of almost every kind of restraint and govern-
ment have produced a like conduct but too COmmon to the
whole, and an entire disregard of that order and subordina-
tion necessary to the well-doing of an army, and which had
been inculcated before as well as the nature of our military
establi~hment would admit of, our condition is still more
alarming, and with the deepest concern I am obliged to con-
fesS' my want of confidence with the generality of the troops.
All these circumstances fully confirm the opinion I ever en-
tertained, and which I more than once in my letters took
the liberty of mentioning to Congress, that no dependence
can be put in a Militia or other troops than those enlisted
and embodied ft;>ra longer period than our regulations here-
tofore have prescribed. ] am persuaded, and as fully cOn-
vinced as I am of anyone fact that has happened, that our
liberties must of necessity be greatly ha2:arded, if not en-
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tire]y lost, if their defence is left to any but a permanent
staoding army. I mean one to ex,ist during the war. Nor
would the expense incident to the support of such a body of
troops as would be competent almost to every exigency, far
exceed that which is daily incurred by calling in succour
and new enli~tllJents,and which, when effected, is not at-
tended wilh any good consequenCes. Men who have been
free, and subject to nOcontrol, cannot be reduced to order in
an instant, and the privileges and exemptions they claim,
and will have, influence the conduct of others, and the aid
derived from them is nearly counterbalanced by the disorder,
irregularity and confl!sion they occasion. I cannot find that
the bounty of ten dollars is likely to produce the desired
effect; when men can get double that sum to engage for a
month or two in the Militia, and that Militia frequently called
out, it is hardly to be expected. The addition ofland might
might have a coos.iderab]e influence on a permanent enlist-
ment. Our mlmber of men at present fit for duty, are un-
der twenty thousand. They were so by the last returns and
best accounts I could get after the engagementon Long-
Island, since which numbers have deserted. I have ordered
General Mercer to seod the men intended for the "'lying
Camp to this place, about one thousand in number, and
to try with the M.ilitia, if practicable, to make a diversion
upon Staten-Island. Till of late, I had nOdoubt in my own
mind of defending this place, nor should I have yet if the
men would do their duty; but this I despair of. It is pain-
ful and extremely grating to me to give such unfavourable
accounts, but it would be criminal to conceal the truth at so
critical a juncture. Every power I possess shall be ex-
erted to serve the cause, and my first wish is, that what-
ever maybe the event, the Congress will do me the justice
to think so.

If we should be obliged to abandon the town, ought it
to stand as winter quarters for the enemy? Tbey would
derive great conveniences from it on the one hand, and
much property would be destroyed on the other. It is an
important question, but wiIIadmit of but little time fordelib-
eration. At present I dare say the enemy mean to preserve
it if they can. If Congress, therefore, should resolve upon
the destruction of it, the resolution sbould be a proCound
secret, as the knowledge of it will make a capital change in
their plans.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem, sir, your most
obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Q,uarters, New-York, September 1, 1776.
(Parole, Harlford.) (Coun\f!r.ign, Boston.)

It being necessary there should be an arrangement of the
troops, in order that they may act with union and firmness,
the Army, as brigaded yesterday, is now arranged in three
grand divisions, under the following Officers, viz: Major-
General Putnam to command the Collowingbrigades: Par-
lon's, &ott's., Clinton's, Fellows's, and Silliman's.

The centre divisions, under General Spencer and General
Greene, the former to command the whole until General
Greene's recovery, viz: Nixon's, Heard's, McDougall's,
Wadsworth's, Douglass's, and Chester's.

Genera] Heath's to consist of General MijJlin's brigade
and General George Clinton's.

The centre divisions to hold themselves in readiness to
march immediately to Harlem, to prevent the enemy's land-
ing on this Island.

Samuel Augustus Barker to act as Major to the brigades
under Colonel Douglass, Benjamin Talmadge Brigade-
Major to Colonel Chester.

.

Colonel Haslett's regiment to march to join General Mif-
flin, to whose brigade he is to belong.

Head-Q,uarters, New-York, September 2, 1776.

f (Parole, Effingham.) (Couutersign, Putnam.)

The General hopes, after the inconveniences that have
been complained of, and felt, that the Commanding officers
of corps will never in future suffer their men to have less
than two days' provisions always upon hand ready for any
emergency. If hard bread cannot be had, flour must bt'
drawn, and the men must bake it into bread, or use it other-
wise in tbe most agreeable manner they can. They are to
consider that all the last war in America, no soldiers (except
those in garrison) were ever furnished with bread ready

baked, nor could they get ovens on their march. The same
must be done now.

The brigades under Genera] Spencer are still tQ keep
themselves in readiness to march at the ShQrtestnotice, but
in the mean time are to bave regimental and brigade parades
assigned them in case of an alarm before they move-these
parades not to interfere with any of those in General Put-
nam's division; to avoid which the officers cQmmanding them
are to consult him, and each other, that they may be dis-
posed of to the best advantage.

When regiments march away in future, the officers are to
see that the men take their tent-poles in their hands, all tbeir
tin camp-kettles, and see the tents tied up carefully and a
sufficient guard left to take care of thet'n.

The brigades of General Putnam's division are to furnish.
fifty men to attend at the Hospital \lpon Dr. Morgan, to
whom their names are to be returned,

COLONEL LEWIS TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

New-York, September 2,1776.

SIR, YOURHONOUR:I herewith present )'011with the
state of the Militia ordered out under my command to this
place, which at present is not so happy as I could wish, by
reason of the discipline exercised npon them by the Genera]
officers of the Continental establishment.

When I arrived here I went to see his Excellency Gen-
eral Washington, to inform him of my circumstances, how
that I had no field officers to assist me in the command of
the regiment, &c.; to which he replied, it was hard to take
the charge alone, and that I ought to have some assistance.
I told his Excellency tbat I believed I could make it do with
a Major, and that if it might be his pleasure I would appoint
my oidest Captain, Jonathan Dimon. His Excellency re-
plied, to be sure, I ought to have some assistance; from which
I inferred that he acquiesced in it, and I accordingly ap-
pointed him. And rnQstof the officers who have command
of comp~nies were subalterns in ConMcticut, but were
obliged to take upon themselves the duty of Captains on
account of such officers refusing to come, and being in Con-
tinental service. Wherefore tbey respectively acted in that
character, and distinguished themselves as such by cockades;
but here it is general orders, that no officer or officers of
Militia assume distinctions superior to his or their commis-
sions from their respective Governours. And two gentlemen
from Cvnnecticltt-one a General, the other a Colonel, in
Continental service-recommended it to those officers who
had infringed, to pull off their cockades, and not appear on
guard in a character above their commissions. So they
accordingly have observed this injunction, and requested me
to write your Honour to obtaio your Honour's opinion, and
be governed and determined thereby. I would signify to
your Honour these restrictions have caused no small uneasi-
ness, as I am informed, in the Militia in general, but particu-
larly so in the regiment under my command-as at Fair-
field, when the regiment was embodied I proceeded to
dignify it, and recommended it to officers commanding com-
panies to appoint subalterns to vacancies, and encouraged
them that they should retain their offices and reap the
advantages thereof; but now their prospects wear other
features, and those bonours now no more exist. In these
circumstances your Honour can view their discontent without
my displaying it; indeed they are much dissatisfied with
their situation. They reflect upon the encouragement they
had before they carne away; they represent their circum-
stances at horne; how they left their land unsowed and their
harvest ungathered cheerfully for the sake of liberty-but
with their liberty they would preserve their honour, which
they now think is already degraded; all which I have en-
deavoured very much to soothe, and they now act in obe-
dience to command without badge or distinction, and wait
your Honour's pleasure, which shall be their direction.

In the interim I am your Honour's most obedient, humble
servant, IctlABODLEWIS.
To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of the

Colony of ConMcticut, at Lebanon.
P. S. I am at present very unwell and many of the regi-

ment are out of health. We have at present no Doctor,
and if I should not recover soon, and should procure a fur-
lough to come home, I hope your Honour would make no
imputation to my disparagement. I. L.
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL JOSEPH RE~D TO

MRS. REF-D, DATED, NEW-YORK, SEPTEMBER 2, 1716.

I have only time to say I am alive and well; as to spi-
rits, but middling. The justice of our cause, the bope of
success, and every other circumstance that can enliven us,
must be put into the scale against those of a contrary kind,
which I allow to be serious. I hope you will endeavour
cheel'fillly to submit to the dispensations of Providence,
whatever they may be. My honour, duty, and every other
tie held sacred among men, call upon me to proceed with
firmness and resolution; and I trust that neither you nor my
children will have reason to be ashamed of my conduct.
Walking in this path, I am sure lam right; and havinO"done
this, the event must be left to the great Disposer of :vents.
My country will I trust yet be free, whatever may be our
fate who are cooped up, or are in danger of being so, on
this tongue of land, where we ought never to have been.

GENERAL HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAINE.

Head-Quarters, Long-Island, September 2,1776.

My LORD: As there may probably be another campaign
before this rebellion is quelled, I would humbly propose an
augmentation of eight hundred men to Colonel Donop's
Chasseurs, to be sent from Germany in the Spring. A corps
of these troops, consisting of one thousand, would be of
infinite service in covering the march of the army, and would
prevent much loss and fatigue to the main body, particularly
10 the present low state of our establishment; and if one
hundred dismounted Hussars were sent oVer from Hesse,
with proper accoutrements, to be added to this corps, horses
might be procured here, and they would prove very service-
able in all our movements.

I am, &c., W M. HOWE.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN ENGUSH FIELD-OFFICER,

DATED, CAMP, IN LONG-ISLAND, SEPTEMBER 2, 1776.

I have just heard there bas been a most dreadful fray in
the town of New-York. The New-Englanders insisted
upon setting the town on fire and retreating. This was
opposed by the New- Yorkers, who were joined by the
Pennsylvanians, and a battle has been the consequence, in
which many have lost their lives. By the steps the Gen-
eral is taking, I imagine he win effectually cut off their retreat
at King's Bridge, by which the Island of New-York is
joined to the Continent.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN ENGLISH OFFICER OF THE

GUARDS, DATED LONG-ISLAND, SEPTEMBER 2, 1776.

It is very certain that the Rebels do not agree among
themselves: That three nights ago there was a good deal of
firing in the town of New- York: that the New-Englanders
and Pennsylvanians wanted to set fire to the town: that
the New- Yorkers opposed it, and that a battle ensued, in
consequence of which the New-England and Pennsylvania
people had withdrawn themselves; and that this, with other
favourable circumstances, gave hopes that this distressful
business would be soon brought to a happy issue.

PETITION OF CAPTAIN TOWNSEND'S COMPANY TO THE CON-

VENTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

The Petition of the Lieutenant, Non-Commissioned Officers,
and Privates, belonging to Captain ~Micah Townsend's
Company, raised to be under the direClion of the Com-
mittee of Westchester County, humbly showeth:
That the honourable the Provincial Congress of this

Colony, when they gave instructions for raising Captain
Townsend's company, allowed the Lieutenant twelve shil-
lings per week, and the Non-Commissioned Officers and
Privates eight shillings each per week, in lieu of rations and
su bsisten ceo

That at and near the TJThite-Plains (which is the head-
quarters of the company) the allowance for their subsistence
does not amount to near enough to support them, they being
unable to get victuals for less than one shilling per meal, or
to hire their board at any tolerable rate but by the week.

That your petitioners entered the company and did duty
in the most busy season of the year, before and during harvest

time, and have had a harder shat'e of duty than the troops
who were allowed by your honourable House twenty dollars
bounty and who have generally received near forty dollars.

Your petitioners therefore humhly pray that your hon-
oura?le House will be pleased to increase the pay for their
subsls~ence so far as to enable them, when they live with
frugality, to support themseh-es by it in the part of the
County where they may reside or be ordered. And your
petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.

ZEPHANIAH MILLER, Lieutenant,

JACOB TRAVIS, Sergeant,

WILLIA!\! MARTINE, Sergeant,

JOSHUA MEADS, Sergeant,

REUBEN BLOOMER, Corporal,

THOMAS BROOKS, Corporal,

JAMES STROBOG, Corporal,

ANTHONY MILLER, Fifer,

JAMES CARPENTER, NA~HAN HOLJlIES,

JONATHAN FERRIS, ABSALOM HUTCHINS,

WILLIAM WILLIAMSON, THOMAS RAMOND,

ROBERT BLOOMER, JR., DANIEl, DEAN,

EI.VEN HYOTT, JOHN BROADSTREET,

SAMUEL HOWET,L, JEREMIAH ROYELL,

WILLIAM SNIFFEN, SAMUEL MILLER,

URIAH TRAVIS, JR., JOHN MILLS,

MosEs HIGENS, SAMUEL LYON, JR.,

JONATHAN FINCH, JEDEDIAH OWEN,

JOHN BEAKS, STEPHEN MUNDAY,

.JOHN TRAVIS, BENJAMIN FRETENBOROUGH,

WILLIAM SEAMAN, FREDERICK DATEN,

JAMES MILLER, JR., ROBERT MERRITT,

ELIJAH MILLER, JR., WILLIAJlI FREDENBOROUGH.

ZACHEUS DIBLE,

In Committee orSarety ror the County orWestcheater, l
I1tthe White.Plains, September 2, 1776. 5

Resolved, That this Committee recommend to the hon-
ourable the Convention ofthis State, the reasonableness of
increasing the subsistence money for Captain Townsend's
company, as they are of opinion that eight shillings per week
per man is not a sufficient provision for them.

By order of the Qommitee:
JOHN THOMAS, JR., Chairman.

HALIFAX, CUMBERLAND COUNTY, NEW-YORK, TOWN MEETING.

At a town meeting, regularly warned, held at Halifax,
the 2d day of September, Anno Domini 1716, Lieutenant
John Thomas chosen Moderator.

Put to vote whether they would choose a Delegate to,
meet the Green Mountain Boys. Voted in the negative.

A true copy. Test: PELATIAHFITCH, Town Clerk.

At a town meeting, regularly warned, held at Halifax
the 18th day of October, Anno Domini 1716, Mr. Jame$
Gray was chosen Moderator.

Then it was put to vote, who present are for setting up a
new State in this difficult and distressing time, and who for
continuing through the present troubles, sti11to the State of
N ew-York. Voted to continue sti11to the State of New-
York, as above-nemine contradicente.

A true copy. Test: PELATIAHFITCH, Town Clerk.

ROCKINGHAM, CUMBERLAND COUNTY, TOWN MEETING.

At a legal and full meeting of the inhabitants of the town
of Rockingham, met and assembled at our meeting-house,
on the 26th day of August, 1716, and passed the following
votes, viz:

First, Voted and chose Major Oliver Lovell Moderator,
to govern said meeting.

2dly, Voted, When Dr. Reuben Jones had exhibited the
papers in his hand which contained the substance of a peti-
tion sent to the honourable Continental Congress, by a number
of Delegates of a Genec.alConvention, assembled at Dor-
sett, on the 16th ana 17th days of January, 1776 ;

Also, the extracts of the votes and proceedings of a Gene-
ral Convention, held at Dorsett, on the 24th day of July,
1776, together with an association published by said Con-
vention: The same was taken into consideration, and after
deliberation,
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3dly, Voted, To associate with the inhabitants of that
District of land, commonly called and known by the name
of the New-Hampshire Grants. Dissentit'!ntsonly two.

4thZy, Voted, To send two Delegates to the Convention
at Dorsett.

5thly, Voted, And chose Dr. Reuben Jones, and Lieu-
tenant Moses Wright, members to join the Convention at
Dorsett, on the 25th day of September next.

6thly, Voted, And chose a committee to make a draught
for instructions for the Delegates, and to make report to the
town of their instruction.

7tJtl!J,Voted, And chose Major Oliver Lovell, Lieutenant
Peter Evans, Jun., and Mr. Colborn Preston, to be the
committee.

8thly, Voted, And accepted the report of the above com-
mittee, which is as follows: The Delegates are to use their
best influence in said Convention, that proper measures be
taken to get that district of land commonly called and
known by the name of the New-Hampshire Grant!;, formed
and incorporated into a separate district or State, and to act
on any other thing that shall be thought proper by said Con-
vention met.

A true copy. WILLIAM SIMONDS, Town Clerk.

COUNTY COMMITTEE.

Persons consulted with for a new State.

S Jabez Sergant and
Chester, - ~John Chandler, Esq.
Rockingham, William Simons.
Windsor, - - - Eben. Horsington.

S Lieut. Spaldwin,Fullam, - - - - - l Jo. Hitd,"etb.

Townsend , S Major T)' lor,
- - - - { CaptainFletcher.

Kent,- - - DeaconAkin.
S Nathaniel Robinson,Westminster,-
<.

Joshua Webb.
Chester,- - - - - - Co]onelChandler.
N. Marlboro',- - - - Benj.Whitmore.
Gilford,- - - - Benj.Carpenter.
Rockingham, Dr. Jones.
Putney,- - - - - - Locklen.
Abiiah,- Lovejoy.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read Sept. 16,1776. Referred to the Committee for Indian Affairs.]
Albany, September 2, 1776.

SIR: The bearers, two gentlemen from Dartmouth Col-
lege, were referred to me by General Gates; they put into
my hands copy of a memorial to Congress from the Rev.
Dr. Wheelock, which has not yet been delivered, and re-
quested of me to know if I could take any steps with respect
to the Indian boys mentioned in it; if not, they begged my
opinion on the subject. I did not hesitate to declare that I
thought provision ought to be made for them, but that I
did not conceive myself authorized to do it.

I have observed that all the youths of the Six Nations
who have been at Mr. Wheelock's school, except one or two
under the immediate influence of the Johnson family, are
much attached to us in this contest, and I believe that an'
attention to those now there will be followed by like salu-
tary consequences. In this sentiment it is my duty to re-
commend to Congress some allowance for those boys.

I have the honour to be, with great respect and esteem,
sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, September 2.1776.

DEARSIR: I have received a requisition from General
Gates for two pounds binding and two pounds large wire,
six pounds of emery, and six screw plates, none of which
can be procured here or auywhere in this part of the
country . Your Excellency will please to order these arti-
cles to be sent by the first conveyance.

Yesterday a gentleman from the Committee of this City,
waited on me, and advised me that a person who was sent

up to purchase boards Ly the Assistant Quartermaster
General, had procured a quantity from a master of a sloop,
and had engaged that he should have the advantage of car-
rying them down in his own vessel, and represented further,
that a very considerable time would elapse before.they could
reach New- York in that way, as there are several sloop
loads, and requesting my advice on the occasion. Conceiv-
ing that you are in immediate want of the boards, I advised
that they should be sent down in any vessels they could
procure to carry them. I mention this, lest it should be
thought that I had interfered in the Quartermaster Gene-
ral's Department.

I am smry that Dr. Morgan has put me under the neces-
sity of writing him the enclosed; but as I am resolved not
to be insulted by any personworthy of my notice, I could
not pass over the false and scandalous assertion in silence.
r have met with the most unjust, cruel, and ungenerous
treatment.

r have it amply in my power to justify every part of my
conduct, and I hope the inquiry which I have entreated
Congress to be made into it, wilJ evince to the world how
hardly 1 have been dealt by.

Someofthe Captains in Colonel Nicholson's.l'egiment have'
enlisted so very few men, that I durst not venture to sign war-
rants for their pay. The excuse they make is, that with
the bounty allowed by Congress they could not engage any
men, as it was so greatly interior to what was given to the
Militia.

I am, with sentiments of the greatest regard and esteem,
your ExeelJency's most obedient humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER

To His Excellency General Washington, &c., &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Monday, September 2,1776.

SIR: On Saturday I had the honour to receive your
favourof the 22d ulrimo,by Mr. 1Villiams;and yesterday,
by Mr. Brown, that of the :l8th-both of which claim my
best thanks. I shall immediately order copies of the trans--
actions of the laBt treaty to be made out, and if Mr. Williams
does not return to-day, I shall beg the favour of him to take
charge of them. Mr. Tf'illiams will carry with him th~
money still due to the troops raised in your State, as alst
the amount of the several accounts enclosed in your letter.
The invoices of clothing mentioned in your favour of the
28th, I did not receive: I suppose they were forgot to be
enclosed. I shall immediately advise Congress that you
have sent the clothing and tents, &c. Some of the swivels
at Salisbury are finished, and batteaus go down to-day to
bring them from Red-Hook, where they are to be to-mor-
row. r am happy that your Honour has suggested your
fears and sentiments on that ill-timed measure of inoculation,
by the troops destined for our army. On the 20th ultimo I
despatched the orders to General Waterbury, pointing out
what measures he was. to. take to prevent the infection reach-
ing the army. I have long since written to Congress, beg-
ging them to point out the line of duty to be observed by
the regimental Paymasters, but have not yet been honoured
with an .ansWer. As soon as I am, shall give those their
instructions whom you have been pleased to appoint.

. Ifmany gentl!Jmenin highoffices,whohave it notonly in
their power to be well informed of every part of my con-
duct, but who are so, and on whom I think it was incum-
bent to have justified me, were influenced by that eandour and
ingenuousness, which, whilst it distinguishes you for the good-
ness of your heart, reflects lustre on your every action, they
would not have given ear to the variety of calumny to which
1 have been exposed, much less would they ha~'e counte-
nanced it; in which case I should have looked down with
silent contempt on my envious accusers, and bore with
patience the unjust animadversions on my conduct, well
knowing that the character of every man sustaining a publick
office is exposed to tgem. Last evening we received an
account that the eIlemy had made an attack on our lines
on Long-Island, and were repulsed with loss. We wait
anxiously for a confirmation of this favourab]e account. As
our cause isjust, as we have made use of and are stiJ] exert-
ing that power which it has pleased God to afford us, we
may have a humble bope that Providence will.smile on our
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endeavours. If it does, may Heaven inspire us with grateful
hearts for its mercies, and may no unbecoming, unjust and
ungenerous jealousies ever divide the United States. You,
sir, and everyone that pro6ts by your example, will heartily
join in the wish.

I am, sir, with every friendly wish and every respectful
sentiment, your most obedient humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To Honourable Jonathmt Trumbull, Esq.

GENERAL GATES TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Ticonderog'a, September 2, 1776.

DEARSIR: I have a tbousand obligations to you for your
attention and care of the army in this department. The Con-
gress have in some instances forgot us; but they are excusa-
ble in the vast demand that has been made upon them nearer
home. Medicines, which with clothing you are forwarding
to us, are articles in the utmost request. How much we are
obliged to you for your regard to us, I think my masters
will tell you also, they acknowledge that. You make me
happy in acquaintingme that camp equipage is comingfor
yoor regiments. All things conspire to make me believe
that America will be free. If it is not, you will have the
honour to reflect it is not your fault. The sickness of
the carpenters at Skenel5borough has delayed our row-
galleys, and the misfortune General Waterbury met with in
wounding his leg, contributed not a little thereto. All will
be well at last. That is all you and I care for, as our boys
will reap the fruits of our labour, and we shall die happy in
the consolation of ha~ing done our utmost for them and for
human kind.

I am your much obliged and most obedient humble ser-
vant, HORATIO GATES.

To Governour Trumbull.

GENERAL GATES TO GENEJlAL WATERBURY.

Ticonderoga, September 2, 1776.

SIR: This minUte the Conductor of Stores waited upon
me, to inform me that the rigging, cables, blocks, and every-
thing necessary for the equipment of the row-galleys had
arrived lagt night. I should therefore be glad to have your
opinion whether you think (as Skenesborough proves so very
sickly) they had not better come down here as they are
launched, in order to be rigged; but if, on the contrary, you
think YOIlcan do it mote tonveniently and expeditiously
with you, you must send the Captains of each boat down
for what may be necessary in order to fit them out. Cap-
tain Titcomb, when he was last here, recommended himself
for the galley he is now building. I acquainted General
Arnold therewith, who approves of his being appointed if his
health will permit and he is willing to undertake it. I
would have him come down with his galley as soon as she
is launched and fit to be sent fOl'\vard.

As it is not my intention to leave more than five hundred
men, arti6cers included, at Skenesborough, after the galleys
are 6nished, I desire you will keep sending forward such as
you think useless at that post.

Wynkoop's regiment are all to remain at Skenesborough.
If there are any detachments from any other of the New-
York regiments, you will order them forthwith to march to
Albany to join General Schuyler. HORATIOGA'l'ES.

To General Waterbury.

JOHN TRUMBULL TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Head-Quarters, Ticonderoga, September 2,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have it in command from the Honourable
Major General Gates to transmit you the enclosed returns of
the Northern Army. They are nearly correct, except that
from Skenesborough, which is too imperfect in the original
to be inspected by you. I have, in the general return,
collected nearly the true state of the troops at that post.

The returns of the names, rank, &c., of the officers of the
corps at this post are likewise enclosed. Irvine's, Dayton's,
and the York regiments being at a distance, prevents my
sending them.

The artificers. at this post, the people on board the fleet,

and the two additional companies of Artillery, are returned
on command by their respective regiments.

I am, gentlemen, with the highest respect, your most
obedient humble servant, J. TRUMBULL,

D. A. G. Northern Army.
To the Honourable Board of Ordnance and War.

P. S. Since the returns were made up, one regiment from
Boston (Whitcomb's) and part of a regiment of Militia have
arrived.

10HN TRUMBULL, D. A. G., TO GOVERNOUIt '1'RUMBU~L.

Ty., September 2, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Last night Brown arrived with yours
to the General and me. Weare pleased that the tents and
clothing are coming.

One Colonel Brown arrived from York to-day with
letters £I'omour friends there, giving the same accounts.

The General has just now dispatched an express to Con-
gress. The necessary work, &c., in my department has em-
ployed my time so fully that I can only write a line. The
General has.

I 6nd there is so much ceremony in the Congress, that I
am not to be appointed in this place without a particular
recommendation. As my name IHis been mentioned by
Genera] Gates, I have informedmy brother at York that I
shall ask no further recommendation. I am very willingto
retire the moment that my country is desirous of it, or that
Congress think that they can better the army by appointing
an officer in my place.

You will not be surprised, sir, if you should hear me dis-
placed. An inferior post I shall by no means accept, but
either enter in the fleet as a privateer or return home.

I am, honoured sir, your dutiful
JOHNTRUMBULL,D. A. G.

To the Hon. Jon'th. Trumbull, Esq., Governour of the
Colony of Connt;cticut.

GENERAL ST. CLAIR TO .THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Camp at Ticonderoga, September 2,1776.

SIR: I received YOUl'favour of the 10th of August, en-
closing my commission as Brigadier-General, and return you
thanks for the trouble you took to transmit it.

I am extremely sensible of the honour conferred upon me
by the appointment, and it shall be my study to convince
Congress they have not misplaced their con6dence.

My most respectful compliments wllit upon Mrs. Han-
cock; and I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient
and most humble servant, AR. ST. CLAIR.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the most
honourable the Continental Congress, and Major-General
of the Forces in the service of the United States of
America.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown Point, Monday evening, September 2, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: I have just now got a good saddle of
venison, and send it you by the bearer. I hope it will
afford you an agreeable dinner to-morrow. I have taken
the advantage of the night to forward it to you.

The party you said you would send to cover the oar-cut-
tet'S are not yet arrived, The men who went there are only
to bring away some irons, &c., by direction of Major Hay.

By sending the party down the Lake with Major Grier,
in order to go on with our works, I have all my healthy
men on guard and fatigue. I wish the party were sent to
Raymond's Mill immediately. What is very strange, Gen-
eral Arnold was within ten miles of this, yesterday after-
noon. He then proceeded down the Lake. My men, with
Major Grier, will go further, in order, if possible, to bring
some more material account from the fleet. I am, sir, your
most obedient humble servant, THOS. HARTLEY.

GOVERr;OUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, September 2.1776.

SIR: Since my last of the 31st ultimo, have resolved to
throw over upon Long-bland a thousand or fifteen hundred
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PETITION OF JOSEPH HUTCHINSON AND OTHERS.

To the Honourable the Govemour and Council of the State
of CONNECTICUT:

The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants of the County
of Windham, to your Honours, beg leave humbly to show
and represent, that in your petitionel'S' opinion the office of
High-Sheriff of a County is at all times an office of im-
portance to the State and to individuals in the respective
Counties, and ought at all times to be lodged in the hands of
men of responsibi]ity, and such as are known and approved
friends to the State, whereby conspiracies against the State
will be suppressed, the publick tranquillity preserved, and
justice duly administered in the execution of wholesome,
approved laws of the land, and fraud prevented. Being pos-
sessed of such principles, we cannot consistent with Otlr duty
sit still at this alarming crisis, when every right, liberty, privi-
le.,.e, and immunity of the people of this and the rest of the
rf'nited States of America are invaded, without remonstrating
to your Honours against your Honours' any longer continu-
in.,. in office the present High-Sheriff of the said County of
1¥;,nrlham. We would, therefore, inform and make known
to your Honours that Eleazer Fitch, Jun., Esq., of Windham,
the present High-Sheriff of the County of Windham, is
really unfriendly and inimical to the liberties and privileges
belon.,.ing to, and claimed by, the American United States,
and the measures they are pursuing in order to secure them-
selves in their just rights and privileges, and that he is reaIly
friendly to our enemies, in that the said Fitch hath and doth
frequently associate with the Continental prisoners now in
Windham County Jail, to their great encouragement, and
also with other persons inimical to this and the United States,
and with such persons only, and also treats with derision,
and endeavours to discourage every preparation of the good
people of this State for their own preservation, and by the
whole of his conduct hath shown himself averse to the suc-
cess Qf the American arms. \Ve therefore beg leave to say
to your Honours, that we look upon the said Fitch totaIly
unfit any longer to sustain the office of High-Sheriff of
said Windham County. We beg lea ve, further, to observe to
your Honours, that for some years last past the said Sheriff
Fitch has greatly neglected the duties of his said office,
whereby many creditors have been, and now are, delayed in
recovering their just dues. Executions against him, the said
Fitch, issued on judgments obtained for his, or his Deputies',
default in said office, have been frequently returned (non
est inventus) by proper returning officers-his body being
exempted from imprisonment in said County on account of
his being Sheriff of said County. Whereupon your peti-
tioners most humbly pray your Honours to take the matters
aforesaid into your wi5e consideration, and remove the said
Fitch from said office of Sheriff of said County, and appoint

CONNECTICUTCOUNCILOF SAFETY. some suitable person of responsibility who is a known friend

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of to th.is and the oth~r American States, and a li,iend .to the

Connecticut, September 2, 1776: pubhck peace of th~s County, wherehy the gr~at and Impor-
Present: His Honour the Governour Jabez Huntinuton tant purposes of said office may be accomplished, and the

Rkhard Law Jedh. Elderkin William Hillhouse
1::JNa~ minds of the people of this County and State be quieted.

thaniel Wales,'Jun., Benj. Huntington, Esquires.' And your petiti?ners, as. in duty bound, shall ever pray.
On intelligence received by Colonel Marsh, from New- Dated at Wmdham, m Windham County, September 3,

York, that our troops have withdrawn from the Is]ands near A. D. 1776.
N€w- York, and are about to make a stand at some more The evidences to support the first part of the foregoing
convenient place, his Honour the Governour sent OfdeI's to complaint, are: Nathan Hebard and Mary, his wife; Asahel
Colonel Erastus Wolcott, at New-London, not to embark Sawyer, John Dingley, Richard Howard, Lydia Phillips,
for Long-Island until further orders. Resolved Wheeler, all of Windham aforesaid; and Jerusha

Co]onel Jedediah Elderkin exhibited his account of sev- Frink.
eral journeys to New-London and Salisbury, on service of With respect to the last part, Mr. Elkanah Tisdale, of
this State, on which a balance appears to be due to him of Lebanon, in said County; Captain Jabez Huntington, of
£12 198. 5d.; which is allowed, and voted to draw on the said Windham; the records of tbe Supreme and County
Pay-Table for the said sum of £12 19s. 5d., in favour of Courts for Windham County; Sam'l Gray, Nath'l Wale"
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.

troops, and the necessary orders are accordingly gone forth,
and expect the same will be immediately effected. Have
likewise wrote to Gov~nour Cooke to affi)rd what assistance
in his power for the same purpose. Thought it expedient
to give your Excellency the earliest intimation of this move-
ment, that you might he able to direct in what mann.er they
may best cooperate witb the other troops in servmg the
general cause, and frustrating the intentions of our enemies
upon that Island.

As we bave various accounts, but no certain intelligence,
respecting the situation of our armies, we are anxious to
learn the particulars.

We remain, sir, with the highest esteem and regard, your
most obedient humble servant, JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United States
of America, New- York.

GOVERNOUR TRUjlJBULL TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Lebanon, September 2, 1776.

Sm: Beg leave to recommend to your notice and atten-
tion the purport of the within application, and would wish
and desire that the exchange might be effected; and doubt
not, if can be consistently done, you'll give the bearer,
Mr. Samuel Redfield, all the assistance and direction that
may be needful for said purpose.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your obedient
humble servant, JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. President of the State of Massachusetts Bay.

Kil1ingsworth, September 1, 1776.

These wait on your Honour5, by Mr. Samuel Redfield, to
inform that Messrs. Daniel Redfield and Philip Steve liS,
joint-owners of a small coasting vessel, on their return from
New- York, (where they had been in order for the trans-
portation of some of our troops,) early on Monday morning
last fell in with, and were taken by, the men of war in the
Sound of Branford, who took them on board, and burnt
their vessel. After detaining Mr. Redfield until Wednes-
day evening, five o'clock, he was suffered to come on shore,
and is arrived home, and says that Mr. Stevens is still de-
tained on board, and that he had the promise he should be
exchanged for either of the men mentioned in the enclosed
paper.

Mr. Redfield now waits on you for your direction and
intluence to procure one of the within-named persons for
that purpose.

We need not add on this head, to induce your Honour to
effect so benevolent a purpose, but only to say he is de-
scended from one of the first families in this town-that he
is a son of one of the deacons of this church, and has an
aged fatber and several small children, whose support de-
pends on his industry.

Weare, may it please your Honour, with great esteem,
your most obedient and most humble servants,

ELNATHANSTEVENS,Justice of the Peace.
AARONELIOT,Justice of the Peace.
THEOPS. MORGAN.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

said Co]onel Elderkin. in balance of the above sum. Order
delivered C010ne] Elderkin, September 2, 1776.

Colone] Jedediah Elderkin exhibited an account of his
son, Mr. Bela Elderkin, of £6 12s. Sri., for service done
in setting the furnace at Salisbury to work; which is allowed,
and voted to draw on tbe Pay-Table for the above sum of
£6 12s. Sd., in favour of Bela Elde1'kin,in full of said
account. Order delivered Colonel Elderkin, September 2,
1776.

Copy of the above votes given Colonel Elderkin, Sep-
tember 4, 17;6.
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Jun., and Hezekiah Bi.ssell, a11of Windham' and Nathan
Frink, Esq., of J'I;)fnfret,in said County.'

,
.

'u' '

, ..

JOBe\'h Hutr:!lI1lBOn, Wm, Hov~y, Benj~min Flicher,
Sam I HUOllngton, AmQ' Hr>vey, David Cu' I'B,
Jo.iah Southworth, S'amuel Storrs, ThomasBuller
Jllcpb B.ihens,Prince Aspanwell, S.e!,hen Johns~n,
Eleaz'rHUlJtin~ton, SQlomonAlbe, Nathan Abhe,
Jeded. Huntington, Elijah Al!:>e, Zebadiah Butler,
Andrew Hartshorn, Daniel StorrB, Jno. Bir.knell,Jun.,
.D'lniel LinJeon, Jonas Hebbar~, Amos Bahcodr,
Nathan Johnson, Amos Arnold, Oliver Clark'
Samu,:l~inken, Nath'l Phelps, Israel Clark,'
Ephra(l~ Parker, Jonathan Crosby, Ebeneze,r Cary,
John Kmg, Paul Phelps, Judah Storrs,
Seth Allen, Timothy Harding, EI'enezer Sturrs,
Barzillai Swift, James Leovens, Henry StorrB

}abe.z Burrows, Sam'l C!atk, Jo.iahStQUs,'
Edmond Hovey, Jed'. Dana, 'Jonn Hunt,
Exp'r Storrs, Jonathan Nichols, JOBil\h Stoel,
John Gilbert, Prince Freeman, Maltier Bingham,
Ab'm StorJ't'l, :Samuel Woo'd, Joshua Abbe, Jun"
Dan'l Baldwin, Noah Urhain, Aarnn Geer, '..

Just~sStorrs, S,amueIUpham, S8ml1elLinken.
DanIel Allen, Dufty Jacobs, Nathon Linken,
Shuond Conant, Thomas Swift, William Cross
Joh!! !\'fartin, John Fliteher, DlI,vid JohIJBPn:
Cons'tsouth, w()cth John Swift,

'

Jacob S"rgant,
..

Josiah StOrrs, Jun.,

PETITION OF WILLIAM DURKEE AND OTHERS.

To the Hono,urable the Governo'Lf,Tand C01J,n(:ilof the State
of CONNECTICUT:

The petition oCthe subscribers, inhabitants of the County
of Windham, to your Honollrs, beg leave humbly to show
and represent, that in your petitioners' opinion the office of
High-Sheriff of a County is at all tir,nes \in office of import-
ance to tbe State and to indiyiduals in the respective Coun-
ties, and ought at all times to be lodged in the hands of men
of responsibility and such as are known and approved fi'ieods
to the St;,lte, whereby conspiracies against the State will be
suppressed, the publick tranquillity preserved, and justice
duly administered in the execution of the whol.e~ome, ap-
proved laws of the land, ant;! fral,)dsprevented. Being pos-
sessed of such principles, we cannot, consistent with our duty,
sit still at this alarming criRis, when every right, liberty, privi:'
lege, andim[)1l)nity of the people of this and the rest of the
United States ()f AmericQ are invaded, without remonstratin&,
to your Honours against your Honours' any 10nO'er'cooti/Ju-
ing in office the present High-Sheriff of the said County of
Windh(1m. We would, therefore, inform and make known
to YOUI'Honours, that Eleazer Fitch, Jun., Esq., of Wind-
ham, the present High-Sheriff of the County of Windham,
is really unfriendly and inimical to the liberties and privileges
belonging to, and claimed by, the American United States,
and the meaSUres they are pursuinO' in order to secure them-
seLves in their just rights and privifeges, and that he is really
friendly to our enemies, in ihat the Mid Fitch hath and
doth frequently associate with the Continental prisoners now
in Windham CQunty Jail, to their great encouragement, and
also with other persons inimical to this and the United States,
Ilnd with such persons only, and also treats with derision,
and endeavol,lrs to discourage, every preparation of the good
people of this State for their own preservatioo, and by the
whole of his conduct bath shown himself averse to the suc-
cess of the American arms. We therefore beg lea ve to say
to your Honours, that we look upon said Fitch totally unfit
any longer to sustain the office of High-Sheriff of said
Windham County. We beg leave, further, to observe to
your Honours, that for some years last past the said Sheriff
Fitch has greatly neglected the duties of his said office,
whereby many creditors have been, and now are, ddayed
in recoyering their just dues. Executions against llim, said
Fitch, issued on judgments obtained for his, and his Depu-
ties', default in said office, have been frequently returned
(non est inventus) by proper returning officers-his body
beiog exempted from imprisooment in said County on ac-
count of his being Sheriff of said County. Whereupoo your
petitioners most humbly pray your Honours to take the mat-
ters aforesaid into your wise consideration, and remove the
said Fitch from said office of Sheriff of said County, and
appoint some suitable persoQ of responsibility who is a
known friend to this and the other American States, and a
friend to the publick peace of this County, whereby the
great and important purposes of said office may be accom-
plished, and the minds of the people of this County and State
quieted. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever
pray.

Dated at Wirtd~a,m,in Windham County, September 3,
A. D. 1776.

The .evidences to support the first part of the foregoing
complaint are: Nathamel Hebbard and Mary, his wife;
As~e~ Sawyer, John Dingley, Richard Howard, Lydia
Phzll1ps, Rtsolved Wheeler, all of Windham aforesaid' and
Jerusha Frink.'

With respect to the last part, Mr. Elkanah Tisdale, of
Lebanon, in said County; Captain Jabez Huntinl;ton of
said Windham; the records of the Supreme and Cou~ty
Courts for .Wind~am County; Sam'l Gra!l' Noth'l Wales,
and Hezekwh BISSell, aJi of Windham; and Nathan Frink
Esq., of Pomfret, in said County. '

Wilham Dlj(kee, Peter ~oblnsem, Benj. Griffin,
Joseph ,~e1rings, Ephraim Smith, Joseph Ashley,
Nath'l Lmken, John Webb, Jun., Philip Abbott
Jonathan Brewster, Benjamin Smith, Eb'r Griffin jun.
Jacob Simons, Hezekiah Manning, Jphn BI!lnehard, '
John Clark, Joshua Wieght, Nllth'] Forde
Sam'l Geers, Oliver Smith, Dan'l Deniso~
James Sawyer, William Robinson, Abraham Fora'
Robert Cunningham, Sam'l Morgan, Reuben Mayn;rd,
Abraham BI.ss, Jonah Palmer, Thomas Hodgkins,
Sdas Dana, Jonathan Robins()n, Henry Durkee,
Jfm. Warner, Re\lben Robinson, Henry Durkee,Jl\n.,
Zacehe8s Waldo, Expe'r Robinson, Wm. Abbott, '

Slim 'I Baker, Pelatian Klmbllll, JohnFljller,
Sam'l BlIkp,r,Jun., John Howard, N{lth'J Hovey,
Benjamin Baker, David Martin, Benj, Mealher,
10hn Boker, James Howard, Dan 'J Clark'
JohnB~ker, Jun., WUIi!l1JlHOW!lrd, Setb Mllher;
Isaac Btngham, Isaac Bennet, John Parish Jun,
Nath'J Bingham, Joseph Douo-Bet, Sam'l Kass~n'

,

Jonan Smith, Elijah Gree~slitt, J8eo\>J'erkins:
N.ath'l Cal'y, Wm. Martin,Jun., Wr,n.J'reslon,
John ~alden, Zebadiah Hall, Wm, Presion, Jun.,
Jereml,ah BIngham, Sam'l Dorrance, Jaco,b ;Parish,
Jer. ~Ingham, Jun., Thomas Stedman, James Flint, 3d.,
Wilham Perkllls, Henry Abbott, Jeremiah W dsb
Eljsha Lillie, S!lm'l Moulton, John Welsh'
Abner Flint, Benj. Abbott, J un., ThomAs Sno'w
Jobn Kingsley, Nath'IRovey, John Brewster'
Pen:vel Cheney,. Josi!lh Collins, John SpaIfQrd,'
Ebenezer ()evotlOn, Ebenezer Grifan,
RIChard Ktmball, John Hovey,

'

CQ,l!I,J\fOP:O;l;l~HQ.P~.U~:~ ,T9 q~NER,U.. w.ASHINGTON.. .
"Providence, September 2, 1776.

SIR.: I am ordered by the Marine Committee to get the
valuation of the stores that I brouO'ht from New-Providencee

'

,
and as part of them was sent to New- York by your order,
should be glad you would order Mr. Knox or some other of
your officers to put a value on them, and order them to
transmit such valuation to me as soon as convenient.

Sir, should be e.xtremely. obliged to you, if you have
settled a cartel with Admiral or General Howe, if you
would endeavour to get on,e~lr. Henry ljlawkins, who was
taken out of the sloop L A~mable Mane, Peter Donville
master, the 20th lY1ay~ast,off Shre'J.VsburyInlet, near Sandy-
Hook, and I belIeve IS now on board the Phrenix, and I
h~ar acts as a .common~and. He is a young man and a near
kInsman.of !nIne, and hIs father and mother are very anxiolIS
to get hIm exchanged. I can send a prisoner of almost any
rank that may be required for him.

Your assistance in this matter wi11very mlIch obljO'e sir
""

,
your most humble servant, E. HOPKINS.
To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., Command-

er-in-Chief of the American Army, at New- York.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN .JOSIAH.

Providence, September 2,1776.

SJR: I received Y01,1r letter yesterday; have inquired,
and find Mr. Charles Elder is now at North-Hqmpton-
make ?o doubt but shaH be able to procl!re him as sOOnas
Captam Symonds has leaVBto exchange YOIl. Ple"s!J tQ
let me knmv by a line, and I wiHsend immediately fQrhim,
a~d send him to Block-Island, if Captain Symonds gives
hIs word a boat may come safe. There is a number of
officers prisooers now in this Gs.>Vernment, If tbere are any
more men on board than belonged to the Contillental 6~et,
should be glad to exchange them.

I have applied to Congress, and they have given General
WIJ$hingtondirection" to get yol.!exchanged, if in his power,
witb AdmiralHowe.

I am your friend, E. HOPKINS.
To Mr. James Josiah, on board the ship Cerberus, off l3lock-

Island.
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ISAAC LATnnOt>' TO RtCHARtl DE~ENS.

~ PJyrfi'outh, September 2, 1f7'6:

SiR: ram in-fer'ested' in a fllrnace which is now preparing
(ora blast and wiIr be sOOnready to go, and should be glad
to furnish the Colony with shot or any,hing else in that
way; You may remember r mentioned it t() you some time,
since. As I don't expect tobe at Watertown soon, I should
be ob1iged to you to let nie know by the way of Colonel War-
f"e1fwharquantity you may Want, the sizes, &c., and YOlln1ay
depend on being as well served as at any works in the
Colony. As r have neverhad an opportunity of supplying
the Colony with any kind of warlike or other stores, and
have spent my tlnleand almost everything else in the com-
mon cause, I think I have an undoubted right to be favo'uted
iti this instanceitl preference tomany others.

Your answer'a!;' above, by the first opportUnity, will much
oblige your friend and humble servant,

ISAAC LATHROP.

To Richard DelJens;Esq.

ELNATHl\N BATgS TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Weymouth, September 2,1776.

SIR: I received £47 by Mr. Cotton Tuffts, the 23d of
AugU$t; and I would be glad if you would send the remain-
der of the account I sent relating to the nine-pounders; the
further sum of £ 11 'ld. r wrote for under the accdunt, I
expected to be part towards paying for the forty-two pouNd-
ers. The iron I have-sent for, and expect the cannon will
be conveyed to Hull. The small-pox-prevents my coming
to Boston myself, but Dr. Tuffts can give YOllan account'
of the affair relating to the guns I have stocked, and those
stocks I have prepared for the forty-two-'pounders.

I have not been to the Castle yet, but desired Colonel
Lovett to inquire of Colonel Burbeck with respect to what
guns had' no stocks prepared.

r am your humble servant, ELNATHANBATES;
To Commissary'-General,Mr. Richard Devens; Boston.

P. S. SIR: Send what money you can by Cotton Tllffts,
Esq., and make me accountable for the same.

ELNATHAN BATES.

Received £ 15 by virtue of the above order, for which I
have 'given a receipt of September 10, 1776, for the same.

COTTON TUFFTS.

MUSACHUSETTSCOUNCIL.

In Council, September 2, 1776.

Whereas, by a resolve passed by the General Court the
29th April last, the officers of vessels in the Colony sea
service were allowed to inlist men out of the companies
raised for the defence of the sea-coasts, and the officers of
the said companies were therebydirecte.d to permit any of
their men to inEst into the Colony and Continental sea
service only, and to inlist others to supply vacancies occa-
sioned thereby as soon as may be:

And whereas such liberty or allowance,' which was then
given to the officers of vessels in the Colonial and Conti-
nental service, has be-enfound to be very detrimental, having
weakened and very. much exposed to the enemy many of
our harbours and 'towns on the sea-coast; and many of the
officers of the sea.coast companies, after much expense of
time and money to raise their companies, have had their
men taken from them, to their great loss and -damage, and
thereby been discouragedfl'Om further recruiting; and some
parts of the sea-coasts may, if this practice is allowed, be
left destitute of all defen-ce,and. thereby become a harbour
for our enemies, which would not only further distress our
trade, but involve us in many other difficulties:

Therefore, Resolved, That the aforesaid. resolve of the
29th of April be, and is hereby discontinued, a.nd made
null and void.

Sent down for concurrence.
JOHNAVERY,Dep. Sec'tetary.

In the House or Representafives, September 2, 1776.

Read and concurred. J. WARREN, Speaker.

A true copy. Attest: -
JOHN AVERY, Dep. Secretary.

COMMiTTEE OF' TlJli'TOWN' OF }iiTTS'FIEL1>.

Mr. WATSON: The ca.tlse of justice obliges us the Com~
minee of the Town of Pittsfield; in conjunction with said
Town, to desire you to give tbe fu1l0wing Declaration and'
Resolves a place in your publick paper, inol-der that the
publick may not he misled by an enemy.

As every man's principles are best known by their con-
duct, so it apl1ears that Captain Charles Goodrich, who
was advertised by the ConmiiUee of Safety in September 2,
lii6, in order' to exculpate hililSelf from the charge of being
an enemy to his country, has endeavoured to turn the charge
of inimical conduct on the Committee', and has carried his~
unlimited satire even against the Council of the State of the
]}[assachU$etts Bay. He tells the publick in September 16,
1776, that the Council had judged him to be a friend to his
country, and condemned the Commitlee as being entirely
ignorant of the line of their duty, and guilty of great inde-
cency. towards the constitLitiona1 authoritY of this State; If-
there Was any such resolve, it must be judgin'g ex parte;
for the Comm-ittee were n'either cited nor called upon by the
Council, nor anybody else, to answer for their conduct; so
that it appears said Goodrich has represented tfle Council
to be the most partial, arbitrary. body of men that ever
existed, not giving the Committee the privl1ege of a bearing.
or any trial in tbe case. In this ligbt said Goodrich hag set
forth the constitutional authority of this State, as he calls it.
But that there is no such constilutional authority in this
State, is evident, for in September, 1716, the House of R~p-'
resentatives bave sent out their handbills to each Town iff
this State, to see if they would give leave to the present
House to form the model of anew Constitution, and whether
they, the people, choose to have it sent abroad to the peo-
ple at large to be inspected before its ratification ; by all
which it appears said Goodrich has set the honourable Coun'-'
cil in the most odious and contemptible light possible. If
any should be so bold as to say we have a Constitution, we
ask what is it? We never had but one Constitution, which
was that of our charter, which we have some time ago 1'8;;"
jected, and now we are to seek for another.

The Committee being thus injuriously treated, referred
the matter to tbe Town, to whom they are responsible, who
have taken the matter into hand, and passed the following
resol ves :

First, The question being put whether the Town will
adopt the abQve Declaration ? Voted in the affirmative.

Second, The question being put whether the Town is
satisfied respecting the facts charged against Captain Charles
Goodrich in an advertisement bearing date September 2,
1776, ana whether the Town will justify the Committee in
publishing said Goodrich? Voted in the affirmative.

. Third, The question being put whether Captain Charles'
Goodrich has acted as an enemy to the union of the people
and the cause of justice, in publishing the Committee in an
advertIsement bearing date September 16, 17'i6? Voted'
in the affirmative.

F~urth, The question being put -whether' the Town will
order tbe above Declaration and Resolves to be published in
the Connecticut Caurctnt, for the restoratioIf of the characler'
of their Committee ? Voted in the affirmative.

By order of the Town of Pittsffeld.
u

ELI ROOT, ltloderator. _

ISRAEL DICKENSON, Town- Clerk. .A true copy:

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN 'DENNiSON, OF THE

EXPEDITION TRANSPORT, DATED HALIFAx, SEPT. 2, 1776.-

Being commissioned by Lord Howe, after our arrival at
Sandy-Hook with the tleet under his command, to return to'
lIalifax with instructions for Governour Arbuthnot and"
with directions for all those vessels that should ~rrive"
at Halifax to proceed immediately to the northward
I sailed on the voyage without interruption until we ardved
in latitude44°, when tWo'American privateers bore down
upon us, leaving a large brig astern of them, which - we.
aft.erwards found was a prize they had taken tbe day before,
be:ng ~ transport f~rn Cor~,. called, the Ja!'l.e~, Captain
o Redley, laden .wlth provIsionsfor the Bntzsh troops.
As we mounted eIght guns, I ordered the vessel to be laid
to, ~nd everything prepared for the engagement, which
contmued for about one glass, when the smallest privateer

...
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struck to us, and the other sheered off with her prize.
The vessel we took carried eight guns, and was called the
Adventurer, Captain Bronson; the other was called the
Defiance, of eight guns, Captain Morris, of the same port.
We brought our prize safe into this port, where she has
been condemned and sold, the men sharing near twelve
pounds sterling each.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON, BY THE NEW-
YORK MAIL, DATED SEPTEMBER2, 1776,

As the General's letter will doubtless be made publick at
full length, I shall not trouble you with any account of the
action, but only with my opinion of things at present,
which indeed wear a very favourable aspect. I must
inform you then, that half the number the Provincials
were would have put them to the rout. I was with the
Light Infantry, and therefore can give a tolerable account of
their behaviour. Many of them fired their pieces and run,
and numberless others, I believe, never saw which way
they did fire, fOl"when they discharged, both eyes were
shut. Could we have trusted our spies' accounts, a terrible
slaughter might have been made; but the General appears
throughout his whole conduct to have been very wary, and
perhaps to that wariness we owe our present conquest. By
the prisoners and some deserters, we learn that there are
near four thousand now sick in New- York, and the people
of that city heartily tired of the war. The inhabitants
of Long-Island and the Provinces of Jersey, are indeed a
good sort of people, and appeal' to be very industrious, and
I am apt to believe have no great stomach to the present
war. An attack is certainly intended against New- York,
and the east end, the place thought the weakest and least
defensible. I suppose the General will not give them time
to breathe, but push his successes like a winning gamester.
I sa\y poor Captain Logan interred, who commanded in the
Marines: he was a brave man and a good officer-the
corps will miss him. The troops we left behind on Staten-
Isle have been reinforced, in case any attempt should be
made from the Jerseys. Provisions are plenty, except fresh
meat, which, however, we have now and then, as often as
it can possibly be procured for us. Weare a noble fleet
and army, able to attack almost any thing, and have very
few sick.

JAMES LLOYD CHAMBERLAINE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

Talbot County, September 3, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to your order I have this day
engaged Sergeant Bunnen with a guard of eight men to
take charge of the publick magazine in this Cou-nty, and
hope for your order on our Paymaster to furnish him with
one shilling per man for each day's sustenance, and with
such pay as is due to the Militia, when in actual service, at
the expiration of each month.

I am very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient, humble
servant, JAMES LLOYD CHAMBERLAINE.

To the Hon. the President of the Council of Safety.

PRESIDENT OF CONfiltESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, September 3, 1776.

SIR: I do myself the honour to enclose you sundry re-
solves, by which you wi1\ perceive that Congress having
taken your letter of the 2d instant into consideration, came
to a resolution in a Committee of the whole House, that no
damage should be done to the City of New- York.

I have sent expresses to order the battalions up to.
Head-Quarters agreeably to the resolves herewith trans-
mitted; and likewise to the s.everal States to the northward
of Virginia, to send all the aid in their power to the army.

I have the honour to be with perfeet esteem and regard,
sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To his Exeellency General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL LEWIS.

Philadelphia, September 3, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having just received information
from General Washington of the very great and superior

strength of the enemy, and being convinced that they are
determined to bend all their force against New- York, in
order if possible to penetrate into that and the neighbouring
States, have judged it absolutely necessary to augment our
troops in that quarter. I have it in command, therefore,
to direct that immediately 'on receipt hereof, you order
three more Continental battalions to march from Virginia
to reinforce the army at New- York.

The eritical state of our affairs will not admit the least
delay in.executing this order. .

Suffel'me, therefore, to press
you to the greatest expedition, with that earnestness so natu-
rally suggested by the importance of the cause, although I
doubt not your own ardour would be a sufficient stimulus,
when called on by the voice of Liberty and your Country.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,.
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To General Lewis, Virginia, three battalions.
[General Moore, North-Carolina, two battalions; Com-

manding Officerof Continental Troops in Rhode-Island,
one battalion.]

In Congress, September3, 1776.

Resolved, That three more Battalions be ordered from
Virginia to reinforce the Army at Ncw- York.

That two of the North-Carolina Battalions be ordered to
march with all possible expedition under the command of
Brigadier General Moore, to reinforce the Army at New- ,
York.

'

That it be recommended to the Assemblies and Conven-
tiOllS of the several States to the northward of Virginia,
immediately to send all the aid in their power to the Army
at New-York.

That one of the Continental battalions in RhQde-Island
be ordered immediately to march to reinforce the Army in
New- York.

That it be recommended to the Assembly of Massa-
chusetts to send to Rhode-Island a battalion of their Militia
to supply the place of the Continental Battalion ordered
from thence.

By order of Congress: JOHN HANCOCK, President.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE ASSEMBLY OF NEW-HAMP-
SHIRE.

Philadelphia, September 3, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Our enemies being determined to make a
powerful attack on New- York and the States adjoining
thereto, and having for this purpose collected their whole
force from every part of the continent, it is incumbent on
the United States of America to take the most effectual
measures to defeat this deep laid scheme against their
country. -

The Congress have just received information from Gen-
eral Washington of the very great and superiour strength of
the enemy, and if we consider the recent change in the
situation of our affairs at New- York, we shall soon be con-
vinced that nothing will prove an adequate remedy in our
present circumstances but the most vigorous exertions on our
part. I am, therefore, by order of Congress, to request you
will immediately send all the aid in your power to our
army at New- Y07"k.

The state of our affairs is so extremely critical that delay
may be attended with fatal conseqwences. Suffer me, there-
fore, to press you, in the name and by the authority of your
country, to an immediate compliance, and with all the
earnestness so naturally suggested by the importance of the
cause; although I doubt not your own ardor would be a
sufficient stimulus when called on by the voice of Liberty,
yet my anxiety is so great I cannot refrain on the present
occasion from beseeching you to exert Yolll"selves. Every--
thing is at stake. Our religion, our liberty, the peace and
happiness of posterity, are the grand objects in dispute, which,
that we may be able to preserve and transmit to future gen-
erations, is the constant and uninterrupted wish of,

Gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble servant,
J. HANCOCK,President.

To Assembly of New-Hampshire.
[Same to Assembly or .Massachusetts Bay, Assemb1y or Connecticut, As-

sembly of Rhode-Island, Convention o( Pennsylvania, Convention of

Delaware Government, Convention of .Marylancl.]
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JOSIAH BARTLETT TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE.

Philadelphia, September 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR: By tbat time this reacbes you I expect you
will be near ready to set out on your return to this city.
Make all convenient baste. The Congress is, at this time,
very thin. Colonel Lee is arrived here, but several others
have taken leave of absence, among tbem Mr. Jefferson and
Mr. Haywood. The unhappy affair of the 27th, on Long-
Island, bas occasioned tbe evacuation of our works there and
on Governour's Island. Our people were ensnared, and,
wbat vexes me, in a very careless manner.

Yesterday General Sullivan arrived at my lodgings, being
on bis parole. He says he has a verbal message to Con-
gress, to propose himself and Lord Sterling in exchange for
Generals Prescott and McDonald. He also says that Lord
Howe expressed himself very desirous of an accommodation
with America, withoUt any more bloodshed-that he was
very willing to meet, at almost any place, a number of the
members of Congress, (as private gentlemen, for he could
not own any such body as Congress,) to try if they could
make any proposals for an accommodation; that he said
he had waited near two months longer in England than he
should have otherwise done, to procure proper powers for a
final accommodation, with which he said he was now vested,
&c., and he allowed General Sullivan to come here to pro-
pose the aforesaid conference to Congress. What will be
done in the affair by Congress I know not, but think there
are difficulties on both sides. If tbe Congress should accept
of the proposed conference, only on a verbal message, when
at the same time Lord Howe declares he can consider them
only as private gentlemen, especially when we are certain he
can bave no power to grant any terms we can IJossibly
accept, this, I fear, will lessen the Congress in the eye of
the publick, and perhaps at this time intimidate people when
tbey see us catching hold of so slender a thread to bring
about a sedlement. On the other hand, General Sullivan's
arrival from L6rd Howe with proposals of an accommoda-
tion, with thirty falsehoods in addition; are now spread over
this city, and will soon be over the Continent; and if we
should refuse the conference, I fear the Tories, and moderate
men, so called, will try to represent the Congress as obsti-
nate, and so desirous of war and bloodshed that we would
not so much as hear the proposals Lord Howe had to make,
which they will represent (as they already do) to be highly
advantageous for America,-even tbat he would consent that
we should be independent provided we would grant some
advantages as to trade. Such an idea, spread among the
people, especially the soldiers, at tbis time, might be of the
most fatal consequence. Whatever is done by Congress in
the affair will, I hope, be ordered for the benefit of America.

William Barrell died on Sunday morning and was buried
last evening.

I am, sir, your friend and most obedient,
JOSIAH BARTLETT.

PETITION OF JEREMIAH HALSEY.
[Read September5, 1776. Referred to the Board of War.]

To the Honourable the Continental Congress:

The Petition of Jertmiah Halsey humbly sho~eth: That
in the month of May, A. D. 1775, your petitioner was
by the honourable General Assembly of the Colony of
Connecticut legally appointed and commissioned a Lieuten-
ant in Captain Edward Mott's company, in Colonel Parsons'
regiment, and said company being ordered to join the army
in the Northern Department, your petitioner joined said army
and faithfully served through the tedious campaign at the
siege of St. John's as an assistant engineer, and faithfully
served through the whole siege until after the taking of that
important fortress, when soon after your petitioner was taken
sick of the camp disorder and a bad cough and a slow fever,
and thereby not able to perform his duty and business, and
the commander of /5't. John's being ordered by the General
(who was then at ~Montreal) t(} send all the sick from St.
John's to Ticonderoga, under the care of proper officers, and
in pursuance of said orders Captain Cooke, the commander
at St.. Johns, ordered your petitioner to take a batteau and a
number of sick and prisoners, and transport them across
Lake Champlain to Ticonderoga, and there to make report
to his Honour Major-General Schuyler, which your peti-
tioner did, and delivered the prisoners to the proper guards,

according to General Schuyler's orders-the time your
petitioner left St. John's being but two days before General
Montgomery discharged the whole of the Connecticut troops;
and when your petitioner arrived at Ticonderoga he was
then sent by General Schuyler express to his Honour Gov-
ernour Trumbull, on his return home; before his arrival the
time for which your petitioner was engaged expired, and'
after your petitioner came away some evil-minded person
falsely and wickedly informed General Montgomery, being
then at Montreal, that your petitioner had deserted said
service and returned without orders, and thereupon the Gen-
eral, very justly as matters were represented to him, de.sired
that the scandalous and atrocious crime might be punished
with severity for a publick example; and upon which infor-
mation being transmitted by General Schuyler this honour-
able Congress on the 9th day of January last resolved that
said conduct of your petitioner should be inquired into by a
Court-Martial, and thereupon ordered General Schuyler to
appoint a Court-Martial for that purpose, of which complaint
and resolution your petitioner to his surprise had been
informed by a letter wrote by General Schuyler, so that
your petitioner by the false representation made to General
Montgomery, is wholly deprived of seven months' wages as
a Lieutenant, and also of his wages as an assistant engineer
from the 22d September to the 14th November, being £ 11
4s.lawful money, and also.injured in his publick character as
an officer, and thereby prevented of doing that publick service
for his country in this critical day, and in the defi~nceof all
that is dear to mankind, which your petitioner being deter-
mined to defend his injured country until all tyranny shall be
subdued or perish in its ruins: He therefore humbly prays
your Honours tbat as said charge is founded wholly upon
mistake, as your petitioner is clearly able to evince by the
orders given him, which he religiously observed, :,is will
appear, and as General Schuyler hath not ordered a Court-
Martial your petitioner is very loth to have a publick censure
appear against him in the records of this honourable Con-
gress founded wholly upon mistake, and thereupon prays
that youI' Honours would appoint a committee to examine
and inspect his papers and orders, which may be done in a
few minutes and clearly show the mistake, and tbat the
aforesaid resolution of Congress of the 9th of January last
may be revoked or countermanded, as no Court-Martial has
been called; and order the wages of your petitioner to be
paid, or in some other way grant proper relief to your
petitioner as your Honours in YOllrgreat wisdom shall think
just. And YOllrpetitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

Dated at Philadelphia the 3d day of September, 1776.
JEREMIAH HALSEY.

COLONEL JOSEPH WOOD TO BRIGADIER GENERAL ARTHUR

ST. CL.UR.

Philadelphia, September 3, 1776.

DEARGENERAL: I this moment received yours of the
3d instant, and return you many thanks for your kind con-
cern for my health, which I am sorry to say is not so well
as I could wish or expect, considering the' length of time,
from so small a wound; but one reason is, I can't get quit of
the fever. Two or three days I seem perfectly well-after
that ~omes on an inflammation in my leg, which spreads all
over It-then I am forced to keep my bed five or six days,
and bathe and poultice; and so I go on. God knows when I
shall have the pleasure of seeing you. I long to be with
you. I intend setting off next week, sick or well, making
all the haste my health will permit. I am more easy that
I have two such field officers as Craig and Butler; their
commissions I have got, and shall bring them with me. I
hope they will do all-hope did I say?-I am certain they
will do everything possible for the good of the regiment. I
have not seen my little favourite, so have heard no melody;
nor have I seen your lovely partner-the two dear nymphs
are out of town. At Ticonderoga how agreeable would
they be. I am in doubt about our army at New- York.
A letter from an officer of rank, this day, says they are in
want of ten thousand men-if so, the Lord have mercy on
them. All the Militia going and returning with such speed
smells strong of cowardice, and dispirits the troops. 1 dined
yesterday with five or six of the Congress. They think a
few days will decide the matter one way or the other. It
may for us, but not for the enemy; they can retreat to their
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BEPORT OF COL. RUFUS PUTNAM'TO' GENER:.tL WASHINGTON.

Bloomin'gdale, September 3, 1776.

SIR: According to' your Excellency's arder, I have recon;.
naitered every part abaut the Island af New- York and the'
main, as' far' as Frog's Point, and, an a full view, 6nd the

GENERALWASHINGTaN'1'.0'GENERA.LMERCER. enemy have such a variety of places to' choose allt af, thar
New-York,September3, J776, it's impassible to' prevent their landing when dwy please;

DEARSIR: From the present complexion af auI' affairs, They have such guides and intelligence af our mavements
it appears to me af the utmast importance, and that the that they can always avoid onurpriBe any parties that are
most salutary cansequences may result from our having a pasted to oppase their landing. Their army is so numerous'
strong encampment at the past on the Jersey side of the that they can attack any divisionaf auI'army with a supe-
North River',oPRasite ~a Mount ff1.ashington,an this Island: riallr force; ,and yet, :-vhile~urarmyis extended fram New;.
I therefore thmk It advIsable and highly necessary that you York to Kzng's Bndge, 'us necessary to' have a body of
detach such a force from Amboy and its dependencies, under reserve at this place. But I cannot think it wbuld be
the command of an afficer af nate, authority, and influence, best, nar have we time, to' make fartificatians; since the'
with a skilful engineer, to lay aut such additianal works as mament any quarter is attacked, the whale body of reserve,
may be judged essential and proper, and the situation of the I canclude, will be ardered to support it. I should advise
graund will admit of. TQey shauld be begun and carried the throwing abstructions in the way of landing: That they
on with al1 possible diligence and despatch. have one week's provisions always with them, and teams

It will be proper that a cons.iderable quantity of provision ready to carry their baggage wherever the service requires:
should be collected for the malUte~ance and support of the I mentioned to your Excellency that I thaught your army'
camp; and for this purpase I WIsh yo~ to have proper should be collected together in some advantageous place;
measures adopted to procure it, and have It deposited there, where supplies might be had, and a camp fortified in such a'
and at places of security not far distant. manner. as tbe enemy' dare not attack, or, if they did, must'

As the Continental officers now at this pos~twill take be repulsed; and I think so still, if it be possible to effect.
rank, and the cammand probably, af any you may send, it. And to defend the passage of the North River, which I
unless he should be a general officer, I think and wish, if take to be

~ the capital object, and at the same time keep
you have one that possibly can be spared, and in whose open a communicatian with the Eastern and SouthernCol~
judgme~t, activ

.

ity, and fortitude you can rely, that he :nay nies, is to.press the ar~]y from B1tndetl~nding, on the Jers-e!l'
be appalUted to the cammand, rather than an officer of mfe- shore-Mount 1Vashwgton and the Heights, south as far as
riour ranw. , Colanel Thompson's house, on Harlem Rtver-the Heights

lam, &c:, Go. WASHINGTON; we now possess at King's Bridge, and asfar.south as the.
To Brigadier-GeneralMercer,New-Jersey. T.hreeTrees. The batterieson the Jerseyside to be fi.1IOO

with guns; the batteryon the rocks belowMount Washwg;;.
ton completed; a new one built below the hill opposite the
sunken vessels. These, well filled with guns and ammuni-
tion, if the galleys alsQafforded theirassistancB, would ren-
der it very difficult for ships to pass. If they attempted to
force this post, 1 think they must be beaten. If they de-
tached into the country on either hand, it must scatter their
army in such a manner that yaur Excellency must drub
them. But if supplies cannot be had at this place, at the
Highlands they may, both by land and water. I think
there has been some proaf the ships dare not attempt that
passage; but they are not prepared to defend-against a land-
inO". This is surely worth attention; for if. they passess
th~mselves of ihis passage, we shall be in a bad box. For
my sentiments about that place, Irefer your Excellency to
Lard Stirling's' report'Iast May. . I knowthat this.doctrine
gives up York to deStl'uction,and expases many other towns
to be ravaged by them. But what are ten or twenty towns
to' the grand object? If they aITce pass the Highlands, I
see no way to' prevent the junction of their armies. Bur-
goyne need never come from CaT/ada.. If Howe gets to
Albany, our Northern Army-must quit Ticonderoga, or fall a
sacrifice.

I am your Excellency's most obedient humble servant,
RUFus PVTNAM.

To his ExcelIEmcy G. washington, Esq., Gtmeral;Sic., Sic.

lines. You must know before this we have given up New-
York, and mpst do what they wish for-fight .hem in the
open field. You know, sir, how we are pravided for that.
Some of our men are brave-must be-to make a stand
against doubl€ their numbers" and sjJ!,:times better armed.
We can only hope that God will6ght our battles as in aId
tritnes-bllt I'll say no more.

Mr. Willson, with his lady, went for Carlisle to-day. He
desired me to give his best compliments to yall, and when
4~ returns wjll send you a letter a mile long to make up fo~
~ short anes 0'1'the very few he has wrote you.

God bless you. AIl the family join in their good wishes
j)r your prosperity in every shape, but nane more so than,
dear sir, your affectionate friend and very humble servant,

Jos. WOOD;
My campliments to Colonel Craig and Major Butler and

aU friends.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL MOYLAN.

New-York, September 3, 1776.

SIR: Enclased yau will receive an extract of a letter af
the :29th ultima, from General Schuyler to his Excellency,
which he directed me to' transmit you, that you may be
informed of what the Committee at Albany say and have
done respecting the boards Mr. Hughes wrote to them for.
His Excellency desires that yau will take measures, notonly
far getting thase they have se?t to Peekskill down t? King's
Bridge, or some place near It, but alsO'that you will exert
yourself to' have a pretty cansiderable quantity pravided, as
many will be wanted, in all probability, to shelter the troaps
tliat may be stationed there and at the posts about it.

I am,&c., R. H. HARRISON.
To ColondStephen Moylan, Quartermaster-General.

WILLIAM PALFRF.;Y TO GENERAL HEATH. .

New-York, September 3, 1776,

DEAR GENERAL : As the books, papers, &c., belonging
to, my affice are of importance to' the pub]ick, as well as to
myself, [ have taken the freedom to send them to your quar-
ters, requesting the favour of you to give them house-roam
for a little. while. As I.expeet a large sum of money, by
toe way of Dobbs's Ferry, saon, the General has directed me
to. deposit it somewhere in your neighbourhood. If it is,
agreeable to you, and you have room to spare, Ishauld be
extremely happy that we may mess together.

I am most respectfully, sir, your obedient humble ser-
vant, . \V~I. PAI.FREY.

TO' the Han. Majar-General Heath, neal~ King's Bridge.

COLONEL ./I1)YLJ¥N'TO GENERAL WE~1'tf..

New-York, September 3,1776,

DFJARGENERAL:Major Bacon, thp.sllPp.rintendentorthe
smiths, will deliver you this. The General has orderedthe'
tools and necessaries belonging to his department to $ome
place of security fi'om the enemy, and at' $Ometime, as'con'-
venient as the nature of our situation will admit of, to' your
encampment. He is to consuh with you, aod take yoU'(
arders hereon. Give him ev€ryassistance YOlrcan. (t willl
oblige, dear General, yaur assured fri'end'aoa very humble
servant, STEPHENMOYLAN;
To Major-General Heath, King's Bridge:

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO. NEW-YORk CbNVENTION.

King's Bridge, September 3,1776,

Su.: Agreeable to a resolve of the Committee of Safety'
of this State, I now send you the examination-taken against'
JOhn WQoly, tagether with the prisoner under care of Ser.;.
gealltMiUs. The other person whowas taken with Wooly
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escaped{)ur guards, as will a ppear by the enclosed letter
from Lieutenant-Colooel Hopkins, dated 31st Aug'ust. The
enemy's shipping lay opposite Hunt's Point, and a consid-
erable number of their troops are encamped on the opposite
I'I1Qre. We are very coosiderably reinforced at this post,
HQrn's Ho.ok, &.c., so that should they attempt paying us
11visit in this .quarter, I have not the least doubt but we
sh.aJl be ..bleto give a very good account of them. No
m,ov.em.eots have been made, except that of the enemy's
po~_essing themselves oftbe di.fferent works evacuated by
p.Urtroops on Long-Island and Nutton-Iskmd, and some of
their shipping moving up near the city, one of which was
yesterday washing up under cover of Nulton-Island into
the East River, as I am just now informed.

lam, with the utmOst respect, your most obedient servant,
GEO. CLIN'l'ON.

To the President of the Convention of State of New- York.

KING'S BRIDGE, 5S:

The Examination of John Wooly, prisoner, confined on sus-
picion of going on board the enemy's shipping, and sup-
plying the enemy with provisions.
And upon examination of the said John Wooly, he being

llsked how often he had been on board the said shipping,
a-nswer was made by the examinant, only once; observing
that a boat, the property of this examinant's father, lay ex-
posed to being taken by the enemy, wher!'upon this examinant
with his brother Philip, went in order to I'emove said boat out
Ofthe aforesaid danger, in accomplishing which they were met
by a barge from the shipping (fairly exposed to their view)
and taken, and thereupon carried on board the shipping, and
upon the enemy's receiving iutelligence from persons, as he
thinks, who fled aboard upon princifJles of toryism. The
examinant being asked whether or no he was a brother to
Thomas Wooly, who this examinant says fled aboard and
absolutely refused to take up arms against the Ministerial
army, whereupon he answered, he was; whose conduct this
examinant says he conjectures was a means of his and his
brother's being treated with the 1!'llity and usage they re-
ceived; at the same time asserts and says that offers being
made to him, this examinant, in case he would supply and
fetch them provisions he should be set at liberty, whereupon
this examinant answered he had none; nevertheless, together
with his brother, was dismissed. This exarQinant being
further asked in regard to the shipping, what number of
shipping-also, what number of men he took to be on board
the ship he was taken; in answer to which says, he saw two
thirty-two gun ships and one twelve gun brig, and as for
thent,lfI)ber of men on board the vessel he was on board of,
be says he imagines to be about two hundred and twenty
01' about that number, which being all the information he
Can give relative to the state of said shipping.

The above examination taken by Us this 2d of Septem-
ber,1776. THmIAs MOFFAT, Major.

A~I;IE)lTP AWI,ING,Major oj Brigade.

PETITION OF JOSHUA FERRIS.

To the Honourable the President and Members oj the
State oJ NEW-YORK, in Congress met:

The Petition oj JOSHUAFERRIS, a prisuner confined in the
Gaol oJ the WHITE-PLAINS, in WESTCHESTER County,
humbly showeth:
That your petitioner was inlisted in his Majesty's service

the fifteenth of April last, and received his bounty money in
the said service, not having the least suspicion of an altera-
tion of the form of Government, and as your petitioner, on
coming on shore, was apprehended and immediately loaded
with irons, in which state he hath continued almost ever
since, and as he humbly conceives himself to be under the
limitation of a prisoner of war, he begs of this honourable
House that his irons may be taken off, as he cannot possi-
bly shift himself, or get clear of the vermin with which he
is greatly infested, to the great disturbance of his unfortunate
fellow-prisoners; and he further relies on your Honours' well-
known humanity to treat him as an unfortunate prisoner of
war, and allow him the same liberty as other prisoners be-
longing to his Majesty, as YOUI'petitioner declares that he
will not interfere in any matters concerning the present
unhappy troubles, but behave himself as becomes a faithful
prisoner of war.

Your petitioner therefore humbly submits his case to your
Honours, and begs for such relief as to your Honours shall
seem meet. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray. JOSHUAFERRIS.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Alba'ny, September 3,1776-6 o'clock, A. M.

DEARGENER.~L:Yesterday's post did not bring me 11
line from General Washington, and I deferred writing to
you in hopes of an express by this time.

By a Jetter which Mr. Trumbull, the Paymaster, has
received from his brother, and another from a Delegate in
the Provincial Con

ooTess, we have the disa<Treeable intelIi-,0
gence that our troops have been obhged to retreat from
Long-Island, and that it is probable the whole army will
move, if it is not already, to this side of KinK's Bridge.
Another letter says the enemy buried fourteen I~undredand
sixty-one, kil1ed in the engagements on Tuesday and wed-
nesday, and we six hundred and ten of ours.

General Sullivan and Lord Stirlin~ are prisoners. The
former was in New- York on his parole when the post came
away on Friday morning, who confirms the above account,
and adds that the enemy's ships were in motion when he
left the town. If so, I apprehend we shall sustain some
loss in our military stores, should not a previous movement
of part have taken place.

I cannot learn that we left any cannon on L01Ig-Island,
although the enemy were already firing on our works on the
Governour's Island.

They have Iwo frigates, an armed brig, and a tender, in
the Sound, about tw!'nty miles from New- York.

The traitol' Zedwitz, who held a correspondence with
Tryon, is only broke for his treason.

General Lee not yet arrived at New- York. The Pro-
vincial Congress moved up to Fishkill.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To General Gates, &.c.

H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHU1LE'R.

Schenectady, September 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR; I find by three companies of batteau-men I
have employed between this and Fort Stanwix in carrying
provisions, &.c., that I can spare the one company, that is,
Van Epp's in particular; they are but twenty-one men~
Should you think proper, I would discharge them, unless
the General thinks there will be occasion for them this
Fall. Sho"uld there be no more troops ordered for Fort
Stanwix this Fall, I can supply that garrison with the two
companies,Lansing's and Wolcott's,and will havea good
deal of cash by discharging Van Epp's company, as they
are very indifferent hands, and should there be any occasion
for any hands, I can get in one day as many hands as I
want, in town.

Yours, &.c.
To Major General Ph. Schuyler, Albany.

H. GLEN.

GENERAL WATERBURY TO GENERAL GATES.

Skenesborough, September 3, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I received yours of yesterday, per Mr.
Avery, which advised me of the arrival of the rigging and
other necessaries for the galleys. I am ful1y of your Hon-
our's opinion, that it is best for the galleys immediately after
they are launched, to be s!'nt and rigged at Ticonderoga,
and for the troops to corne forward with them, as it is very
sickly at this post. I shall send the Philadelpltia galley
to-morrow or next day to Tu:onderoga.

I have rece~ved a considerable quantity of clothing which
was sent by hls Honour Governour Trumbull, for the use of
the troops, and I should be glad to know whether I must
send them forward to Ticonderoga. If it is your Honour's
orders, I will send them forward forthwith. The Assistant
Deputy Quartermaster-General is taken sick at this place and
has petitioned for liberty to go home for a short space of
time till he can gain his health better, and I don't choose to
give him liberty till I can have your Honour's opinion in the
affair.

I am your Honour's most obedient humble servant,
DAVID W ATERBURV,JR.
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I shall send forward Colonel Swift with part of his regi-
ment in the first galley, and as the galleys are finished I
shall continue sending the Connecticut troops forward, and
come myself in the third. I shall send the boards they have
hutted themselves with here, that they may do the same
there, as they have no tents.

I would acquaint your Honour ofa complaint from Co]onel
Phinney against Ensign William Garwood. The complaint
is as follows:

SIR: Please to order under an .arrest Ensign William
Garwood, of Captain Casdorp's company of carpenters,
Jor insulting language, and damning and threatening of me
when endeavouring to suppress a riot, and desire that he may
be brought to trial immediately.

EDMUND PHINNEY, Colonel.

To His Honour General Waterbury.

The above is a true copy of the complaint and desire, and
I put him under arrest according to his desire.

D. W., JR.
To Major-General Gates.

COLONEL BROWN'S COMPLAINT AGAINST GENERAL ARNOLD.

To the Hon. Horatio Gates, Esquire, Major-General in the
the Northern Department:
The corpplaint of John Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel in

the regiment whereof Samuel Elmer, Esquire, is Colonel,
humbly showeth:

That at the Camp before Quebeck, on the 22d of Feb-
ruary last, Brigadier-General Arnold, then Commander-in-
Chief of the Continental Army at that place, did then and
there in the presence and hearing of Colonel Jeremiah
Duggan and others, declare and affirm that your complain-
ant was guilty of the worst and blackest of crimes, viz:
of plundering the baggage of officers taken prisoners, (con-
trary to articles of capitulation,) and other publick stores.

Your complainant further showeth that the same General
Arnold, at the camp aforesaid, on the 1st of February last,
by his letter to Congress of that date, declared" that your
complainant had been publickly accused of plundering the
baggage of officers taken prisoners at Sorel, contrary to
articles of capitulation, and to the great scandal of the Amer-
ican anm, and that it was his opinion that the promotion
of your complainant would give great disgust to the army
in general, till this matter should be cleared up."

Your complainant further showeth that the same Gen-
eral Arnold, at or near the Sorel, in Canada, on or about
the middle of May last, did, in the presence and hearing of
General Thomas and Major Sedgwick, (then Secretary to
General Thomas,) declare and affirm that your complainant
was guilty of plundering officers' baggage taken prisoners,
contrary to articles of capitulation, and that your complain-
ant was a dangerous man and ought not to be continued
in the army.

All which declarations and affirmations of General Ar-
nold, made as aforesaid,were false,scandalous, and malicious,
made and calculated with an avowed design to injure and
ruin the character of your complainant, who flatters himself
that his character as an officer and gentleman is equal to
any of his rank in the Continental Army, without exception.
And as the false and malicious charges made against your
complainant by General Arnold are of such a high nature,
and so essentially affect his character, fame, and reputation,
as well as the character of every officer in the Continental
Army, your complainant requests that General Arnold be
immediately arrested and brought to trial, that your com-
plainant may have justice done himin this particular.

Your Honour's most obedient and humble servant,
JNO. BROWN.

Tyconderoga, SepJ.ember 3, 1776.

CONNECTICUT COUNClL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety ~of
Connecticut, September 3, 1716:

Present: His Honom the Governour, Jabez Huntington,
Richard Law, Jedediah Elderkin, William Hillhouse,
Nathaniel Wales, Jun., and Benjamin Huntington, Esqrs.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £300, in favour
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of Captain Uriah Hayden, towards building the ship Oliver
Cromwell, and to be in accollnt. (Order drawn September
3, 1176, delivered Captain Hayden.)

Voted, That Jabez Huntington, Richard Law, Jedediah
Elderkin, William Hillhouse, Nathaniel Wales, Jun., and
Benjamin Huntington, Esquires, be appointed, desired, and
empowered to repair immediately to New-London, as a
committee to observe the circumstances of our troops there,
the state of the Sound) whether infested with the enemy or
not, and to consider and direct what measures are best to
be taken with regard to the inhabitants and stock on Long-
Island, how to preserve them from the hands of the enemy,
and to determine with regard to throwing troops upon
said Island.

They are also empowered to take care that suitable stores
of ammunition, provisions, and every necessary, be made
thereon, according to the determination t~~y shall make and
the orders they shall give to Colonel Wolcott and others
concerned therein. They are also to take into consideration,
and give directions concerning the vessel belonging to the
Colony, wherein Captain Hardin lately sailed-to order, if
they see fit, that she be fitted for a guard vessel at the har-
bour of New-London, and on the Sound; and report what
they find, and the directions and orders they shall give, to
th~ Governour and Committee of Safety on Thursday
next.

JAMES M'COBB TO HENRY GARDNER.

Georgetown, Massachusetts, September 3, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: I send enclosed the subscription of a
few of the inhabitants of this poor town. I believe we are
all to a man hearty in the common cause, but our poverty
restrains us. The resolve of the honourable Court never
came to hand until the 1st of August, which was the rea-
son of our being so far behindhand. Our not having a post
established any farther than Falmouth, which is fifty miles
from here, is a very great damage to us. We ha'nt an
opportunity to know our duty. The money will be ready
as soon as the bills are sent down, and I suppose mostly in
dollars. The honourable Court will be pleased to order
how it will be transported.

I am, honoured sir, with the greatest respect, your most
obedient, humble servant,

JAMESMcCoBB, Chairman.

To Henry Gardner, Esq., Provinctl Treasurer, at his office,
in Watertown.

Georgetown,August 3, 1776. '

Whereas, application has been made to the several Towns
in this Colony, to procure a sum of Hard Money to carry
on the Canada expedition with success, to be exchanged for
Continental Bills; We, the subscribers, do hereby promise
that we will pay to the Committee of Georgetown aforesaid,
the sum set to our names, on the conditions above, in hard
money.

Witness our hands.

James McCobb,
Hannah McCobb,
Jordan Parker,

. Thomas Capron, - -
Saml. McCobb,
Willm. Rogers,
John Parker,
Nathl. Wyman,
David Mors,
William Walless, - -
Sarah McKentier,
William Sprague,
George Rogers,
Daniel Ring,
James Butler,
John Hinson,
William Butler,
James Jewett,
Benj. Lemont,
James Lemont,
David King,
Jona. Wood,
Henry Sewall,

200 dollars,
50 dollars,
20 dollars,
20 dollars,
50 dollars,
30 dollars,

100 dollars,
9 dollars,
8 dollars,
4 dollars,
9 dollars,

10 dollars,
20 dollars,
16 dollars,
16 dollars,
60 dollars,
16 dollars,
40 dollars,
20 dollars,
20 dollars,
13 dollars,
15 dollaI'S,
20 dollars,

£60 00 0
15 00 0
6 00 0
6 00 0

15 00 0
9 00 0

30 00 0
2 14 0
2 8 0
140
2 14 0
3 00 0
6 00 0
4 16 0
4 16 0

18 00 0
4 16 0

12 00 0
6 00 0
6 00 0
3 18 0
4100
6 00 0
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which hath the. power of making laws, should have the
power of executmg the laws, or determining the causes of
indi viduaJs.

2d. AI~ jurisdiction implies superiority of power, and
therefore It .would be absurd to supposethat this body of
men, constItUted for the purpose of legislation, would
thereby become vested with authority to arraiD'n before
them for trial or punishment the persons of their consti-
tuents, whose serv~nts they are, and to whom they are
accountable for their conduct.

3d. Because Courts are now open in this State for the
trial both of criminal and civil causes. In which case it
the Assembly should single out the present accused ~nd
contral'y to his inclination confinehim to a trial before tllem
it would confirm the suggestionof Colonel Hurd, a mem~
ber of the Asse~bly, by whose order he was brought
before them, that 1: was done out of personal prejudice.

4th. Because m accusations of a criminal nature
aspeciaIIy where tbe State. is concerned, the party accused
ought !o have some share m the cboice of his judges, or to
have liberty to except a$ainst so many appointed by the
law, that those who remam may be deemed his own choice
as is the case in trial by jury. '

5th. If the Assembly should take corrnizance of this
case, it would carry the person accused t; a distance from
home, or from his County, for trial; by which means he would
be deprived of the benefit of evidence and the credit of
the witnesses (which ought to b~ tried ~s well as the facts)
w?uld not be ~nown to. the triers, and would be replete
wIth those very, mconvemences, and equalJy oppressive and
burthensome wIth that adopted by the British Parliament
so much complained of in the late Admiralty Courts. '

6th. B,;cRuse the Assembly hath already heard the evi-
dence ~gamst the accused, professedly in tbe quality of a
grand Jury.

7th.. ~ecause th~ aacl1s~dwould bp,thereby deprived of
the. prIvIlege of tnal by Jury, which he hath repeatedly
claime?~and which hath not only been held by the greatest
a~tho)'Jtlesto be the best and only mode of trial consistent
with the safety of the people, especialJy in caSes of treason
but hath by this Assemblybeen acknowJed"edto be.a ri(fh~
inherent in the people, which they ought not to be de-
pri\7ed of.

8th. Because the Representatives of the people (as
such) can have no powers but what are delegated to them

b~ the peopl,; whom they represent, and the people of
:New-Hamp~hzre have not delegated to their Assembly or
Representatives, the executive or judicial powers of govern-
ment.

, 9t~. In case the Assembly should aSSllmea jurisdiction
III this case, a precedent would be thereby formed for future
trials of treason, in which the will of tbat court shaJ] be
the law, as weJ] to determine the crime and penalty as to
try the truth of the facts, by which manner the lives
liberties, and property of the people, would be mad~
to .depend solely on the :viII of the Legislative body,
whICh would be an establIshment of the most despotick
tyranny.

As it h~th been s~g~ested t~at I a~ only endeaVOl1l'ing to
evad.e a t,nal by clalmmg a tnal by Jury, when there is no
law III thIs ~tat; to determine the crime and punishment of
treason, whICh IS a bar to that mode of trial, I would ob-
se!ve, that much less c.an be objecle,d t~ a trial by jury
withoutlaw, than to a tnal by the LecJ]slatlve body witbout
law, especialJy when the former mole hath tbe consent of
the party to be tried, and in favour of which there is a pre-
cedent in this State in a capital case. And should the
Asse.mblydeprive a man. of his right because they have not
provided a m,ode of tml consistent with that right, it
woul? be m~km~ ~n advantage of their own wrong. But
notwIthstandmg, It ISnot through my laches that there is no
law made to determine the crime of treason, (upon which
the sa.fety of the State and the liberties of the people so
essentially depend,) I ha.v~ no inclination to make an

COLONELPORTER'S OBJECTIONS.
adva.ntage of It, and a,lll wlllmg to be tried by the County,

Plea to the jurisdiction of the Honourable Assembly of
and If foun~ by It.heSJudgme~t~r m~ peers to have done

Nltw-HAllfPSHIRE in the caSt STATEver~us PORTER. atY ;ct agam
G
st 11]S tate, WhlC havmg been done against

. . .. .. ,.
11e lOrmer . overnment, would have been determined

l~t. B,ecause ~t [s :he Leg1s]atlVe body, and It doth not treason by the municipal laws thereof, I am content to
consIst with the hbertleB ofthe people that the same body incur the like penalty.

. .
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COLONEL BAYLEY TO CO~n.lITTEE OF SAFETY.
Newbury, September 3, 1776,

GENTLE~f~N: I find that Doctor Porter has been very
busy colJectmg testimony in order to invalidate Daniel
Hall's evidence; but I know of no authority for what he
has been doing. However, the evidence relating to Hairs
character must be looked upon as inimical to our common
cause, as wen as al\ those who assist a man so inimical as
Esquire Porter, and think that should any man appear
from hence en?e~vouring to do it before you, tbey ought
not to have their hberty to return. Thomas Chamberlaine
who swears something against Hall, has been very friendly
to Hall till their plot was found out, and, by his conduct,
must be of Porter's party.

As to any further trial of either of those we condemned
as inimical, except they petition for it, I know of no authority
they have for it; but what I thought was for them to be
kept out of mischief, whic'h I still think they and all such
as espousetheir cause, sbould be secured. You will doubt-
less seethe need of it when. you hear the evidence and trial.
Certainly they that are not for us are againstus. I shall
be glad to know whether you will, if needed, receive from
our State the unfriendly, &c.

, I only mention.thingsas I hear that have beendoneby
Doctor Porter without any authority as I supposed. I
took no notice of it, so as to attend bis comts.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JACOB BAYLEY.

CERTIFICATE IN FAVOUR OF ASA PORTER.

We, the subscribers,beinga part of the Committeewho
sat on exa,?ination of Asa Porter, Esquire, hereby certify,
that the saId Porter was kept under guard with orders for
no person to speak with him privately, and the cause of his
arrest was not made known to him till he was brourrht be-
fore the Committee aforesaid, which was then made"known
to him. He was also informed by the Chairman of the
Committee, to this effect, that he was not then to be tried but
only to be examined whether there were sufficient arounds of
suspicion to bring him over for trial. After the v~te of the
Committee of said Porter's case was read to him he told
the Committ~e t~ this effect, that he did expect they
would ha.ve gIven Judgment on his case without giving him
opportUrllty to defend himself, or to bring his evidence.
We further certify, that the said Porter afterwards petitioned
the said Committee for a hearing and for time to aet his
evidences, but he not being able to o-et a~l the Cod;mittee
tog~ther whicb sat on the examination~ part of them being at
a distance and gone from home, those who came together,
though they were a major part, and all o-ave it as their
opinion that said Porter ought to have tim~ to get his evi-
dences or to be heard, yet as the wbole were not too-ether
did not think themselves at liberty to countermand theOorde~
which had been given to Colonel Bayley, Colonel Hnrd
and Thomas Johnson, to send him to Exeter. Two of said
last Committee being formerly at variance with said Porter
seemed to discover prejudice against him, and forced hi~
out of. town without giving him time to get the whole
ComrrJlttee together to hear his evidence or to make his
defence; and said Porter hath been kept under guard with
ordel:s to suff~r no person to speak with him in private from
the !lme of hIS arrest to the time he was sent off to Exeter
excepting one night and part of a day. '

As we t!Jinkh~, tbe said Porter, has not had that privilege
allowed him whICh every freeman hath a ricrht to demand.

11 ' f '"we WI engage, I the honourable Committee to which
he is consigned will give him liberty to be tried in his
County, when he may have advantage of getting his evi-
dences, and by persons who know the character of the
pers~ns who infol'l~ed a,gainsl him, to give sufficjent surety
for hJS good bebavlOur tIll the time of his trial.

NICHOLAS LOWELL,

JAMES BAYLEY.
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LETTF:R FROM eOLO~EL HURD.

HaverhiJI, (Cohos,) July 15, 1776,

SIR: I have heard nothing from Exeter since I wrote
per Colonel Bayley, from Concord. Upon my cominrr
into this town last Tuesday, I found the people had bee~
in grt!llt constemation about the Indians, as I before advised;
that most of the women and children had come down from
Upper. Cohos, through fear, and got into garrison, the
Haverhill folks having collected together in different parts
of the town and built several picketed forts, with good
breastworks of pine logs, and in Bath or Gunthwaite,
above us, they have done the same, otherwise the upper
towns had been wholly deserted. I endeavoured to quiet
them all in my power, by assuring them that besides the
force raising to go into Canada, we shou1d have a sufficient
number to protect us on our frontier, which would soon be
along; but it is with difficulty they can be persuaded to
think so: and some ill-minded persons, before Mr. John
Hale came up with the powder and fire-arms, took pains to
popagate that we should be neglected, and seriously pro-
posed that if neither our Assembly nor the ltlassachusdts
would send us speedy assistance, the best way to preserve
ourselves from the insults of the savages, was to send over
to General Burgoyne, acquaint him of our weak condition,
and as~ his protection. And this might verily easily be
done, did the enemy know our circumstances, and had forces
to spare. Nothing but their ignorance of the geograph-
ical paq of the country, or want of strength, does prevent
it. This was Brush's plan, and I am really surprised,
when I reflect on the danger, that our Assembly are not
more attentive to it; it is certainly our weakest side.

The Haverhill and Newbury Committees have kept
constant scouts going for some time past between Lake
Champlain and this river, and by the last that came in
we have letters (copies of which I herewith transmit) tha~
give us some encouragement. By a scout that went out
yesterday to Onion River, and another to Crown-Point, I
took the liberty to write to General Sullivan and Colonel
Waite, informing them what our General Court had done
lately, and ~ow I imagined ourselves most exposed to the
enemy, willch I hope may be some way serviceable.
There have been many reports spread here, of Indians
being seen and scouts fired at, but upon further search have
proved groundless, and the people in general appear more
composed. Some are returning to work on their planta-
tions, but leave their wives and children here as the surest
place. What has already happened has been considerable
damage to the new settlements.

The bearer, Mr. Atkinson, of Boscawin, can inform of
further particulars that you may please to inquire respecting
our circumstances here, as he, with a number of others
from the towns below, came up volunteers for our assistance
on the first alam1. He has been good eoough to send us
two swivel guns, or small field-pieces, that have laid some
years at Boscawin, perhaps since last war, (belonginrr, as
they suppose, to the Province,) for the use of our fo;'ts~and
he tells us there are two more at Canterbury, under Esquire
Clough's care, which may be very useful to us. I be<J the
favour he may have the direction of the Committ~e of
Safety to forward them also. They are of no service
where they lie, and can be easily transported here.

I wish to hear that some part of the detachment designed
for our protection were upon their march. If we had but a
sma)] company to guard the settlements at Upper Coholl for
the present, it would be a great satisfaction to the people,
and some among us talk of going on that duty for a fortniaht
or three weeks as volunteers, to chance their paJ' '"

[The remainder of this letter is wanting. It was ad-
dressed to the Committee of Safety.]

COLONEL HURD TO PRESIDENT WEARE.

August 7, 1776.

SIR: In my last I hinted to you that we had our eyes on
those persons who were propagating the notion of the expe-
diency of sending into Canada for protection from the In-
dians, and should keep a strict watch upon their conduct.
Colonel Asa Porter we knew was the principal promoter
of it, and Colonel Taplin, of Newbury, who have both
openly declared there opinion. Some few of us here and at
Newbury were secretly informed that there was a plan pro-

pagating, by those very persons, to send into Canada, and
that soon. We thought best to let it run on till their scheme
was nearly ripe; but Sunday morning an accident took
place that alarmed us, and obliged us to stir in the matter a
little sooner than intended-an Indian "ouner hunter that.- J 0

,

knew the road, and was tl'led upon the matter happeniner to
blab it out. We expected the others would t~ke the al:rm,
when som~ of the gentlemen on the Newbury side sent over
to us of thl:" town that they thought it absolutely necessary
the Comm~ttee here should immediately secure Colonel
Po!'ter, while they were apprehending others on their side;
which was soon done, together with one person in his house
and another at Bath, who had been employed under him.
They were all put under guard. And on ltlonday momina
the Committees of these two towns met to consult on th~
bu~iness, an? forn:ed themselves into a Court of Inquiry, at
which I assisted, 111consequence of your orders in your last
to ta~e up, such persons? and after two days' close attention
to tl~ISbusmess of examlOation of the several personstaken
up, It appeared to them, by the evidence and circumstances
attending, that Colonel Porter, Colonel Taplin: with two
others, David TYeeks,of Bath, and Jacob Fowler of New-
bury, had been practising things very inimical to their coun-
try-judged them accordingly, and doomed them to be sent
to Exeter, to the care of the Committee of Safety there;
for we must look upon them as dangerous persons in this
quarter of the country, and more so at this critical time.

,With this shaHbe transmitted copies of the two principal
eVidences, and when I come down to Exeter, which I intend
next week, will bring the minutes of the whole trial and
inform the Committee more particularly. '

August S,-We, had before wl!tten to Captain Wood-
ward to be here with a party of his men at the time we
!ntended taki~g them, up, and he readily attended accord-
mgl)'; and be,mg deSIrousof seeing the Committee on the
busmess of tillS company, we have entrusted him with tbe
care of Coltmel Porter, to see him safe down to Exeter and
to wait on you. The other persons now under guard we
tbought best to let remain a few days longer.

Colonel Porter was very averse to the orders for his goin"
to Exeter, and would fain have had a final decision here'"
pretending there is n?t nor ought to be, any higher powe;
tban our town CommIttees; for he has aH alon<Jdenied the
jurisdiction of our General Court, and must be ~onscious to
himselF tbat he, has used u:" ill by frequent denial of our
authonty, and misrepresentatIon. The people here in gen-
eral are much exasperated against him, so that we ha ve been
obliged to keep him under strict guard since the trial at his
O\~n house, not suffering him to go out on his paroie. It
bemg now a very busy time with us in the midst of harvest-
ing, and Colonel Porter pretending he wanted time to col-
lect some evidences in ~is o,",:nfavour, the committee (chosen
for the purpose of sendmg him off) agreed to allow him five
days.

,We refer to Captain Woodward for further particulars on
this m~tter; also ~f ~vhat news we have by another scout just
come m from ltIlSSl~quo Bay, where h~ ~as ,informed by
Mr. Metcalf, that resides there, tha,t ~he MmlsterJaI Army was
now fifteen tho~and strong-Bnttsh and German troops;
that the Canadwns, all except those who took commissions
under Congress, are forgiven, and join them in multitudes;
and that they can have, besides, what Indians tbey want.
The Caynawaga, Canausadaga, and St. Francis tribes
have determined to take lip on their side; but that no In-
dians will come into this part of the country without Regu-
lars at the same time; tbat tbe farmers need not be
?oncerned; they will not be molested unless they are found
III arms; and any person unarmed may travel into Canada.
But this we look upon as a scheme only to lull us asleep,
that we may fall an easy prey to them whenever they may
think proper to push through this way. They have also
propagated in Canada reports t,hat our army at New- York
IS all cut up-fifteen thousand killed, and tbe rest dispersed;
and that the regular army can easily march through the
wl~ole c~lIntry. They keep but few troops at St. John's,
bemg chiefly at ]}fontreal, and are fortifying at Isle de -,-Voir.
No account now of a French fleet in the river St. Law-
rence. I rather think they are reinforced, but do not give
much credit to Metcalf's story, as he has all along favoured
that side, though he professes to be friendly to, us.

lOth.-We have now another party come in from Ticol!-
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deroga with Mr. Atkinson, of Boscawen, (who was sent
over as a guard to the four last Frenchmen,) by whom we
have a Jetter from General Gates, a copy of which 1 shall
enclose. The General is so much encouraged by the
Frenchmen's account of things in Canada, he thinks of
making a push there again, and would have Colonel Bayley
go on with the road.

1 am sorry to mention that the General makes great com-
plaint of our men deserting the service. It is said there is
not less than three thousand men lately gone off from the
army, that are scattering through the country, whom the
Committees of the several towns ought to take up and send
back. It is a most shameful, wicked thing that men should
take such large bounties, and then desert their country's
cause.

Should Colonel Bayley receive orders, as now expected,
to set his men to work again on the road, the Committee
will immediately set about raising the fifty men, as directed
by the honourable Committee of Safety, which appears to us
absolutely necessary.

Pray eXCuse my lengthy epistle and small paper; my
stock of it being almost exhausted, obliges me to write in
152mo.,sermon-wise. Mr. Secretary I fear will Jose his pa-
tience before he gets through; but I'll read as much for him
another time, or for either of the Committee that will take
the task off his honour's hands.

Being very respectfully, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, J. HURD.

DANIEL HALL'S DEPOSITION AGAINST COLONEL FORTER.

The Deposition of DANIEL HALL, of NEWBURY, husband-

man, relating to a plan forming by sundry persons at
COHOS, to send over into CANADAfor protection from the
BRITISH Troops.

I, the said Daniel Hall, testify and declare, that, being
in company with David Week.~some time in the beginning
of July, and discoursing on our present distress and our
army's leaving Canada, Weeks, seeming to hang in favour
of the Ministerial troops, said he wished he knew my mind,
that he would tell me something. I replied that he need
not be afraid. "Then," said he, "I will tell you," but
swore if ever I told he would kill me. "There is," says
he, "a parcel of men joining to send to Canada, to Genera]
Burgoyne, for protection, and you are to be one of them;
and they are to go with flags on their guns;" when 1agreed to
join them, and assist all that lay in my power. Says Weeks,

" You must wait on Colonel Taplin for further instructions."
After that I waited on Colonel Taplin, and requested to
know of him what we should do, for I was afraid we should
be all cut off. Taplin replied, "By God! if you will be
regulated by me, we will do well enough," and that we
must send to Canada for protection, and immediately, and
he was afraid 'twas now too late. ~,But," says he, " I want
to see Colonel Porter before I do anything; but; by God!
I dare not be seen with him. I want to see Willard
Stevens." I said, "You may see him at any time." Tap-
lin then desired I would go and call him to his house.
Calling again on Taplin, 1 inquired how he made out with
mevens. He said well enough, but they could do nothing
till they sent down the river; that they should have word
by Solomon Stevens in eight days. Taplin desired that I
would come by two or' three times a day; that he would be
walking out, so as to speak with me often. He said further
that he had seen Porter, but could not do anything till they
had a return up the river.

" We will, however, do wen
enough yet; we will own all Cohos yet."

July 10.-Soon afler this I went to Colonel Porter's to
buy rum, and when he gave me the bottle, said 1 had better

. come and see it put up myself. When we were in the
cellar he s~id he supposed I was not ignorant of the plan
they had ]ald. I answered 1 knew of one by Taplin. He
said it was ~. matter of ~r~at consequence, and they must
be as expeditiouS as possIble, but not drive matters too fast.
Wemust h!!ve news from New- York. 1 answered that
we must not mind all ~hat was in the papers. He said,

" 1
do not take much notice of them;" but they should have
letters from private gentlemen; and tbat it depended, in a
great measure, on the news they should hear from New-
York. "Can't you," says he, "lay a plan to-go catchinO'

moose, for the Continent will stand in need of meat. W~

won't say much now, but call on me once in a day or two,
and I will let you know how we proceed."

July 524.-1 then waited on Colonel Porter, as before
agreed. He said that things worked well; but still we must
wait a few days for news from New- York; that he then
should be ready to furnish me with a writing to can'y to
Canada; and he would have me carry the writing ten or
fifteen miles in the woods, till 1 got one or two more to go
with me, under pretence of going a moose hunting, and
then to proceed into Canada to General Burgoyne; that he
should do the letters up in such manner that if we were to
be taken they should not be discovered; for the writing should
be on the outside-the wrapper to be some old account.

July 527.-Saw Colonel Porter again, when he said he
had thoughts of altering the plan; for, as Byal Chamber-
lain was going with a scout to St. John's, that they would
get all their party to go with Chamberlain, so that when
they were arrived at St. John's they should take care of him
as they pleased; then to go and see Colonel Peters, whO',
we hear, has deserted into Canada, and to Jet him know
their plan.

July 529.-This day was in company with Colonel Tap-
lin, and with TVillard Stevens and Solomon Stevens-each
of them by themselves. They say it was best to rest send-
ing over to Canada till Co]onel Porter comes up the river,
expecting something of consequence by him-(he was then
gone down to Number-Four, on a journey after his negro man
Neptune)-and Mr. Abiel Chamberlain comes back £I'om
Canada, as the news seems to be against them at present.
But they said as soon as Chamberlain returns they would
have me go right off, and take Tim Omsted with me.
Willard Stevens said he was afraid to send writings, but
could send a token that should do. Taplin said they would
have some writings for him to carry to Co]onel Porter's;
that 1 need not stay more than half an hour in Canada,
under pretence to catch moose.

August 52.-1 waited again on Colonel Porter, when he
told me that he had been down the river; that he had seen
Lawyer Olcott, who liked the plan well, and would assist
us as far as he could. Says Colonel Porter, "Indians are
seen .down the river frequently. They have been seen in
reality. There has been one regular officer and an Indian
to Claremont, to see Mr. Cossit. They waited two or three
days before they durst venture in, but very luckily came
into one of our friends' houses, and there stayed till they
had done their business-ha ving seen several friends, but
could not see Mr. Cossit. Their business was principally to
see how many friends there are here to the Ministerial troops,
and to see if they wnuld help to conduct them to this part
of the country." Co]onel Porter further said that it would
be best for Solomon Stevens to go soon to Mr. ]}[etcalf's,
and let him know the p]an; "and there," says he, "he can
be protected a few days, till he can be sent into Canada to
find Colonel Peters, to let him know you are coming, and
in a few days. I would have you go over with Tim Om-
sted, but 1 want to hear moreof that fleet that they say is
in the mouth of Canada River, and whether the regular
army is drawing back from St. John's or not, or whether
they be coming this way or not. 1 have just thought that
1 would write to Colonel Peters, by you, to this purpose,
by way of cloak, that I hear paper money is of no value
there, and that if he would send me over a quantity of it, I
would spare him my negro boy; and under that I shall write
further to this purpose, that he would remember his friends
here. When he sees my name he will know the plan, for
I dare not write further. You may tell him the rest by
tokens." Colonel Porter also engaged that whatever pro-
visions and money I wanted to carry me there, 1 should
have from him.

The above was sworn to before the Committee of New-
bury and Haverhill, and in a pub]ick hearing.

Attest-: J. HURD,Clerk.
August 5, 1776.

JOHN BAYLEY'S DEPOSITION.

The Deposition of John Bayley, of Newbury, husbandman,
relating to a plan forming by sundry persons between here
and Cohos, to send over into Canada for protection from
the British Troops.
I, the said John Bayley, declare that on Saturday, the
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20th July, happening to fall in conversation witb Colonel
Juhn Taplin, of whom I had been a little jealous, with
sundry other persons, having had some hints from Mr.
Nath'[ Merrill that there was a plan on foot of sending
iUlo Canada for protection; observing also a good deal ()f
uneasiness about bim, and concern in his countellance, I
asked the question by way of leading on, What we should
do? He answered, if anything was done we must ask pro-
tection from General Carleton or Bllrgoyne, if he should
come with his army; be would let us enjoy our privileges
as before. After tbi.s I saw Colonel Porter; falling info
company with him, we walked along towards the Court-
house, and going up into the Chamber, sat down and talked
considerable of publick matters. I asked him what we
should do in these troub]es? He said, "Though we are
called Rebels, we might be forgiven. If we can't protect
oorselves, I don't see why we may not send into Can-
ada for protection. We can send a flag of trllce to St.
John's, to secure our interests and be protected." One Mr.
lWorse, being in hearing, said he should be ali'aid to go on
such business; said Porter replied" He should not be con-
cerned about sending the nearest friend he had on earth on
such an errand: he thought it was a good plan, and that num-
bers of our people would join in it. He knew the Scotch
people would readily come into the same, or were all on our
side j" and milch more to this purpose. And dien upon hear-
ing Colonel Taplin again Monday, 22d July, I told him
what ColonelPorter had said,and asked, Have you thought
further about what I said to you on Saturday? With great
concern on his countenance, he replied, "If I dared, I could
say something to YOLl;but nothing could be done exceptwe
have something drawn up and sent to Canada, and then
we shall have protection, I warrant you." I said, furtber,
What shall we send, and whom shall we get to write?
He said, "Colonel Porter will write what We think best."
Then, says I to him, Whom shall we send? He answered,
"Daniel Hall will go, and all the Scot people will sign
what we shall draw up. I have talked with several of them,
alld I want to See Onemore." Who is that? said I. " Mr.
Harvey." You had better go, says I, to see and feel of
him. He says, "I shan't see him-can't you see him?"
I replied, I am going to Oxboro'; I will see him. The
same evening about sunset, I saw C()lonel Taplin again.
He says to me, "How does Harvey stand ?" I answered,
He will fight against Indians to the last extremity; but as to
the Ministerial troops, they had not been invited, nor did he
mean to do it. Taplin says, "By God, that's right." On
the 23d day Colonel Taplin Came to me and says, that he
believed it was best to let all rest a few days, while we hear
something Ii'om York; for 'twas a damn nice point, and we
shall be hanged if we are foundout. But through the whole
of our conversati.on he all along said he did not want to in-
jure any man, not knowing what may be the event; fearinO'
the Ministerial troops might get the better of us, 01'let th~
Indians in upon us, 'twould be best to send over in time to
St. John's. As to Colonel Porter, by my canversation with
him I judged he meant to get help from Canada.

The substance of the above deposition was sworn to be-
fore the Committees of Newbury and Haverhill in a publick
hearing.

Attest: J. HURD, Cl~rk.

JOSEPH HAYNES'S DEPOSITION.

I, Joseph Haynes, of Gunthwaite, husbandman, declare
and say that being at the house of Captain John YQunO', in
said Gunthwaite, some time about the latter end of June ,
while Colonel Asa Porter was there also, I heard him, said
Porter, saying that we were not likely to have any assist-
ance from below; and after SOmeconsiderable conversation
on the subject, he said he thought it would be proper to send
over to General Burgoyne to see what he intended to do
with us. Captain Young replied, that he thougbtit would
not be proper to do that until we could choose a committee
to send to the Congress and know the truth of it, whether
we were to have help or not; upon which Colonel Porter
added, "Perhaps it mif!ht then be too [(lte." Mrs. Young
then said, she thougbt It would not be safe t.o go over to
Canada. Colonel Porter replied again, there W[iSno dan-
ger, he should not be afraid to go-there were enough that
would go. This was the purport of what he said, th.ough

there wa.sc()nsiderable more talk, all tending to discourage
us: such as, there were seventeen tbousan.d Regulars now
in Canada, and if there should be twenty thousand they
would be sufficient t.o defend the Lake against all the forc~
of the Americans. JOSEPH HAYNES.

Haverhill, August 24,1776.

Grafton, 8S., November 29, )776: .
Then personally appeared Mr. Joseph Haynes, and made

solemn .oath to the truth of the above Deposition, by him
subscribed.

Before me : J. HURD,Jus. Peace.

EBENEZER RICE'S DEPOSITION.

I, Ebenezer Rice, of lIaverhill, husbandman, do declare
that on or about the 24th of July last, when my brother,
Captain Edward Buckman, .ofLancaster, came up the river
Ii'om his journey to Athol, and along through Numbcr-Fow,
wbile he was in my house telling Ussome news, Colonel ha
Porter called in, and Buckman said it was reported in seve-
ral places he had been at that General Burgoyne did nat
intend to do the people on Connecticut River any harm, or
molest them, unless it should be those who were found in
arms. Upon which Colonel Porter replied, he should be
glad to know the truth of that; if he thought so, sbould
be fond .of sending over tG Canada, as in that case it would
be best not to build any forts here-they would be more
damage to us than do us good; and by his conversation,
Porter appeared very earnest to send a party over to Can-
ada, and would fain have had Captain Buckman joined with
him; but he, Buckman, declined, sayIng he thought the best
thing he could do was to make all the preparation PGssible
against them. This was the substance of their discourse, to
the best of my remembrance. EBENEZERRICE.

Haverhill, August 28, 1776.

Grafton, BS., November 6, 1776:

Then pers.onally appeared Mr. Ebenezer Rice, and made
solemn oath t.o tbe truth of the above Deposition, by him
subscribed.

Before me: J. HURD,Jus. Peace.

THOMAS M.INOR'S DEPOSITION.

I, Thomas Minor, of Guildhall, at Upper Cohos, lately
residing in Haverhill, husbandman, declare that being at
the house of Mr. Maxi Hazleton, in said Haverhill, about
the time of tbe alarm there, when Colonel Asa Porter came
in, and several other persons present, sajd Porrer told
them all that our Assembly at Exeter had treated the peti-
tion or request of the people here sent down by Mr. Jona-
than Hale, for assistance, with neglect and contempt, so that
we were not likely to have any assistance from below, and
he imagined the best way for us to do was t.o send over to
Canada to General Burgoyne for protection, and he would
be bound we should have protection from that quarter; with
a good deal of other conversation to this purpose.

THOMAS MINOR.
HaverhiIJ, August 24,1776.

Grafton, SS., November 30, 1776:

Then personally appeared Thomas j}[inor, and made
solemn oath to the truth of the above Deposition, by him
subscribed.

Before me: J. HURD,Jus. Peace.

EDWARD BUCKMAN'S DEPOSITION.

I, Edward Buckman, of Lancaster, in the County .of
Grafton, husbandman, declare that on or about the 24th
July Jast, on my return from a journey down country, while
at the h()use of my brother, Ebenezer Rice, in Havf!rhi/l,
Colonel Asa Porter Came iQ to inquire about the news,
when I toldhim the reportthat I had heardin severalplaces,
that General Burgoyne did not intend to do the people On
Connecticl~tRiver any harm, or molest them, unless it should
be those who were found in arms; upon which, Colonel
Porter replied, he should be glad to know the truth .ofthat;
if he thought it was really so, it would be better for us to
send over to Canada, and not to build any Forts here;
they might do us mare hurt than good; or words to that
purpose. To which I answered, I tbought rather we hild best
build Forts, and be in readiness for them. It might be more
likely to discourage the Indians fi'om coming agaillst us, if



153 CORRESPONDENGE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 154

they see we had Forts. Upon the whole, Colonel Porter
said he thought it best, and appeared earn~t to send a party
over to Canada, to know tlw truth of the above report. I
also recollect that about a fortnight before this, being at his
house, a!Jd talking about Mr. JvhlMton's returning from the
~Ia$8achu,sett8Asserpbly, and not likely to get any help from
them, as 'twas said they did not look upon us as in any dan-
ger, Colonel Porter said we had best send over to General
Burgoyne for protection, and he would b~ bound he (mean-
ing Burgoyne) would protect us. This, Colonel Porter
spoke in a laughing or sneering way, though fro,mthe tenour
of his conversation I thought it was his real sentiment. Yet
I tbink he s<lid, too, he should have thought that they
(meaning the JJ[a,ssac.husetts people) would not have serupled
to send Us help, but when demanded only asked how many
men were necessary. This conversation WaS before Mr.
Hale retlJrned from Ex.eter. I recollect nothi\1g further at
present, the above being the substance of what. passed be-
tween us to the best of my remembrance.

EDw ARD BUCKMAN.
Grafton, ss., November 6,1776:

Then personally appeared Captain Edward Buck.m.an,
and made solemn oath to the truth of the above DepositIOn,
by him subscribed..

Before me : J. HURD,Jus. Peace.

ROBERT HASELTINE'S DEPOSITION.

I, Robert Haseltine, of Haverhill, blacksmith, declare that
about a fortnight belore Colonel Asa Porter was take~ up
here by the Committees, he called at my shop to have a lIttle
work done when in our conversation he said, that as the
Indians w~rea merciless set of people, H it would be better to
s~nd over to Canada, to Burgoyne, for protection than to
suffer oursel ves to be cut to pieces by them, for we were not
likely to get help trom b~low. They'll do n?thing for us."
To which I answered him, Why, do you thmk we should
have more mercy shown Usfrom the Regulars? HOh, yes,"
says he, "the English .are remark!\ble for tl~eir l~nity. There
was an instance of tllIS sort, the last war, m Lord Fraser, a
Scotch Rebel, who, though executed as such and forfeited
his est<lJe, yet his son, Colonel FrQ§(Jr,was like to come in
possession of the estatE) again ;". "and I questi?n," added he,
"if they would put H~ncock hl~self t? death If they were to
cRtch him." I told t)lm, I believed If they were to catch
him, they would hang him right off hand without judge or
jury. This convers<ltion we had after MI'. Jonathan H(tZe
C&mehome from Ex~ter, to the best of my remembrance.

ROB1!:ItT HA,S1"LTINE.
Haverhill, August 26, 1776.

Grafton, ss., Novel)1be~ ~~, 1776:

TheIl personally appeared Mr. RQbert Haseltine, and made
solemn oath to the tru.tb of the (oregoing Deposition, by him
subscribed.

Before me :

JOHN SANBORN'S DEPOSITION.

I, John Sanborn, of Haverhill, husbandman, declare that
some time about thE:Jmiddle of July last, being at the house
of Lieutenant Hutchins, inn-holder in said Haverhill, with
a number of other persons who were assisting to build the
fortific<ltion about the house, when Colonel As£! Portel'came
to the door on horseback, and gave the people a doJlar to
treat them with liql!or, he then took the opportunity to tell
us that Mr. Hale was not likely to get any help at &eter;
it was so resol ved , (as he heard;) but perhaps he might get
11.little help if he waited awhile, though for his part, if he was
Hale, he would not wait a minute, but come right off home.
Then he said it would not do to keep that petty Congress
in much longer. He looked upon it, if we kept them, 'twas
worse thaI) to have none, as they would not help us. It
would be like jumping out of the frying-pan into the fire.
This was the purport of what he said, to the best of my
remembrance. JOHN SA,NBOR;N,

H!;\verl1il1,August 26,1776.

Grafton, ss., November 20, 1776:

Then personally appeared John Sa.n,born, an? made
solemn oath to the truth of the DepositIOn by hIm sub-
scribed.

Before me : J. HURD,Jus. Peace.

JOSHUA HOWARD'S DEPOSITION.

I Joshua Howard, of Haverhill, in the County of Graf-
ton,' husbandman, declare that about the time of our al;m)}
and apprehension of Indians coming upon us when we were
raising a stockade fort about Mr. Barron's honse, I went
to Colonel Asa Porter and asked bim if he would let a gal-
lon of rum go towards building the fort. He said he had
supplied one gal10n already. Well: says I, so h?ve I t?o.
He said, "I shall not let my rUm go till somebody ]Ssecunty
for it." I again said I am not gomg to be security for tbe
rum-you'll get your money as soon as I shall, a~d you are
as able to wait for it or to lose it as I am. Be saId further,
"I am willing to do my part wito the rest of the neighbours,"
and asked what Mr. .Hale had done, or Colonel HUI.d. I
told him MI'. Hale's people had been at work on the fort,
and I did not doubt he'd do his part, but he was not at
home, being gone down country-nor was Colonel; lIurd at
home but we bad his oxen and some help from his hands.
Upon' the whole, Colonel Porter did not incline to let his
rum go, and I went offwithout it. JOSHUA,HOWAItP.
Gra.ftoo, Ha.verhill, November 18,1776;

Then personally appeared Joshna Howard, and made
solemn oath to the truth of the above Deposition by him sub-
scribed.

Before me : J. HUIW, Jll$tice Peace.

BE;NMA,H I:I.A;LJ)S D~I'OSITI.()N,

I, Benajah Hall, of lawfill age, testilj and s~y that on
Wednesday last, being at Colonel Porter shouse m Haver-
hill, I heard Joshua Howard say, "Neptune, Colonel Por-
ter's servant h<ls'listed twice and took his money." Then
says Colonel Hurd to said Neptune, "make YO~lrselfeasy-
when I go down 1 will inquire and know whether you can.
go or not, and write to you that you may know." And the
deponent furtber saith that he beard John Bayley say on
oath betore the Committee of Safety, on the day Colonel
Porter was bl'OU<Thtbefore said Committee, that in his con-
versation with s~d Porter, which happened a little before,
he (said Bayley) carried matters as far or farther than Co)-
onel Porter, in order to find him (said Porter) out, and that
said Bayley furthersaid tbat Colonel Porter said to him,~t
said Court-House, it is best to send to General Burgoyne If
we can't get help elsewhere. BEN,A.JAHHALL.
Grafton, Haverhill, August 31,1776:

Then tilE'above named Benajah Hall, personally appear-
ing, made solemn oath to the truth of the foregoingDepo-
sition.

Before me: CHARLES JOHNSTON, ToU'n Clerk.

EPHRAIM WESSON'S DEPOSITION.

I, Ephraim TVesson, of lawful age, testify and say, that
some time after General Sullivan's retreat fi'om St. John's
to Crown-Point, being In company with Colonel Porter, he,
the said Porter, asked me whetber I did not think it would
answer a good end to send to the Commander-in-Chief in
Canada to have a line of protection drawn, over which the
Savages should not come? He thought it would be no bet-
ter than murder to suffer them to scalp men, women, and
children, unarmed and about their business, and answered no
end on their side or on ours to do the like. I asked him
wbether he meant that we (at Cohos) should send over.
He (the said Porter) said, "

no, I mean tbe Congress or Gen-
eral Washington;" and I had no reason /i'om said Porter's
conversation to think him an enemy to his country, but
rather tbought him a friend to the late deelaratio!J of the
Continental Congress for independence); and being at Col-
onel Porter's the day before he set out for Erete,", wbere
was a number of tbe Committee of Safety for Newbury, and
a major part of tbe Committee for Haverhill, of which I
was a member, I heard said Porter request said committees
that he might be tried at IIaverhill, or somewhere in the
County of Grafton, by a Committee of the County of Glou-
cester and Grafton, or by a Committee taken from the several
Committees of said Counties, or if they would send to the
Upper Cohos or Number-Fonr, be would be at the whole
expense and abide their judgmenl, as he thought it a hard-
ship to be sent to B!xter, wbich wou]d not only enhance
the expense of trial but prevent his gettiog such evidence as
be could get at or near home. The question was accord-
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ingly put to the Committee there together, and the answer
was, we are willing that the Committee chosen to send Col-
onel Porter to Exeter should defer sending him till the
whole Committees who ordered him to be sent may be called
together. And we, the said Committees, afterwards, the
same day, moved to two of the Committees for sending said
Porter to Exeter, that said Porter might not be sent till the
Committees who ordered him to be sent could be called
together, as they were not al1 there; but the said Committee
for sending said Porter to Exeter said, we will send him if
we are not ordered to the contrary, and passed along and
sent said Porter off the next day, without giving us time to
notify the said Committees who ordered him sent.

Question. What is DaniellIall's general character?
Answer. According to what I have heard people say of

him, he is not a man of truth, or so industrious as he ought
to be.

Question. What did you hear Colonel Hurd say about
sending Colonel Porter to Exeter 1

Answer. I heard Colonel Hurd say, Colonel Porter
shall leave this town or I will. And further, Colonel Hurd
said, I choose he should be sent to Exeter, for the Court
there will be glad to see him, as they have heard he, the
said Porter, has spoke against their proceedings.

EPHRAIM WESSON.
Grafton, BB., Haverhill, August 30, 1776:

Then the above named Ephraim wesson, personally
appearing, made solemn oath to the truth of the foregoing
Deposition.

Before me : CHARLES JOHNSTON, Town Clerk.

THmas CHAMBERLAIN'S DEPOSITION.

I, Thomas Chamberlain, of lawful age, testify and say
that Daniel Hall's general character is that he is a lying
fellow.

Question. Is Daniel Hall's general character that he is
a lazy fellow?

Answer. Yes.
Question. Do you think from what you have heard

people say of him that he is a drinking fellow?
Answer. Yes. I think from what I hear people say of

him he (It'inksmore than is for his profit.
Question. Did you ever hear any person say that Dan-

iel Hall was a thief?
Answer. I heard a man say that he had stole from him

about three hundred feet of boards.
THOS. CHAMBERLAIN.

Grafton, Haverhill, August 30,1776:

Then the above named Thomas Chamberlain, Esquire,
personal1y appearing, made solemn oath to the truth of the
foregoing Deposition.

Before me: CHARLES JOHNSTON, Town Clerk.

EZEKIEL LADD'S DEPOSITION.

I, Ezekiel Ladd, of lawful age, testify and say that I saw
Colonel Porter about the 1st of July in Haverhill. I asked
said Porter whether he was going off. He said, "no, I am
only going to the height of land on Baker's River, and as
soon as I can I shall return." I said to said Porter, we are
determined to take the goods of such people as go off and
leave us, and use them if we want them. Said Porter says,

" if I don't come back again you are welcome to use them-
hut I mean to come right back again."

EZEKIEL LADD.
Grafton, Haverhill, August 30,1776:

Then personal1y appeared Ezekiel Ladd, and made
solemn oath to the truth of the foregoing Deposition.

Before me; CHARLES JOHNSTON, Town Clerk.

NOAH 1IIOULTON'S DEPOSITION.

I, Noah Moulton, of lawful age, testify and say that on
ltlnnday, the day before Colonel Porter was sent to Exeter,
1 heard Col~nel Porter say to Colonel Hurd as follows:
Coloner Hurd, before this affair happened, you would not
have trusted Daniel Hall for one copper. Colonel Hurd
answers, It is true, I would not.

Asked by Colonel Johnson ; 1st Question. Have you
often heard people speak of Daniel Hall?

Answer by said ltloulton. Yes.

2d Question. What do people in general say of him?
Ansuer. They say he is a lying fellow, and not to be

believed, and a lazy, good-for-nothing fellow.
3d Question. Do you think that those people you have

heard speak so of him were acquainted with him? _

Answer. Yes. NOAH MOULTON.

Grafton, Haverhill, August 31, 1776:

Then personally appeared Noah Moulton, and made sol-
emn oath to the truth of the above Deposition.

Before me: CHARLES JOHNSTON, Town Clerk.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A HOUSE IN LISBON TO THEIR

CORRESPONDENT IN LONDON, DATED SEPTEMBER 4, 1776.

Yesterday we received arlvice from Setuvalof an Eng-
lish commander having arrived there with part of his crew
in a boat, who met an armed American privateering sloop,
which took his vessel and cargo about fourteen leagues off
Cape St. Vincent. She belongs to Mr. Moore, of Falmouth,
and was richly laden, bound from London to Salerno and
ltlessina. The same privateer had taken several vessels, and
would send them all to the first port in America they could
make. There is a report of several American privateers
cruising in the track of the Straits' mouth and to the east-
ward of the Western Islands.

THOMAS STONE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Phi1adelphia, September 4, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed 1 send you part of an lndian speech which
respects Maryland. I have only to inform the Convention
that assistance is extremely wanted at New- York, and to
express my hope that the exertions of that honourable body
will be in proportion to the exigency of our affairs.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
T. STONE.

To the Hon. ltlatthew Tilghman, Esq., President of the
Convention of Maryland, Annapolis.

LETTERS RECOMMENDING LIEUTENANT VON HEDERICK.

St. Croix, September 4, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: My attachment to your Con-
tinent by the tenderest and most endearing connections of
affinity and friendship; the great zeal and ardour I feel for
the glorious cause of liberty and justice in which you are em-
barked, and my ardent wishes for your prosperity and suc-
cess in your present laudable struggle against tyranny and
oppression, and that your happy country-happy, indeed, if
it can, under your sage and prudent counsels, inspired and
directed by unerring Providence, vindicate and ascertain the
sacred rights which it claims, and hand them down to a
reltlote posterity-may be, in all future ages, an asylum anft
sanctuary for the sons of want and oppression of all nations,
incline me to render you every assistance within the narrow
sphere of my ability and influence. It is with this view that
I have taken the liberty to recommend to your attention and
friendship the bearer, Lieutenant Van Hederick, by birth a
German, who has from his infancy been trained up in the
military life, and is esteemed an experienced, well-disciplined
officer, and to be endued with every accomplishment which
can adorn the character of a good soldier. Hearing that
you were raising and embodying four battalions of his coun-
trymen, who were to be commanded only by German
officers, although in much honour and actual service on this
Island, where during eight years' residence he has supported
a very unexceptionable good character, he immediately pro-
posed himself for the Continental seJ'\'ice, provided he could
be properly recommended to your honourable body, and
might expect promotion adequate to his merits.

And, although I have the honour of being personally
acquainted but with few gentlemen of your very respectable
body, I gladly undertook this office, and it gives me partic-
ular pleasure in assuring you that it is highly probable that
several other very respectable officers in this Island may be
inclinable to follow his example, provided they could meet
with due encouragement.

You well know the nature of our Government; Lieutenant
Hederick's ostensible motive, therefore, for going to your
Continent, is the recovery of his health, and if he is well
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received I make no doubt others of our best officers will in
a short time find themselves indisposed also-for I have the
honour to assure you that most of the Danes of this Island,
and the Germans almost to a man, are warmly attached to
your glorious cause.

I can only add, that, if in anything I can serve you while
here, you may lay your commands on him who is, with the
most perfect esteem, hOl)ourable gentlemen, your most obe-
dient and devoted servant, JOHN HEYLIGER.

To the Honourable Continental Congress of the free and
independent States of America.

St. Croix, September 4, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am doubly happy in this opportunity, as
it not only affords me an occasion of paying my respects to
a gentleman for whom I have a most particular esteem, but
also flatters me with the pleasing thought of being in some
degree serviceable to a country to which I am riveted by the
tenderest and dearest of ties, and also sincerely attacbed to
the good people of it. The bearer, Lieutenant Von Hed-
crick, observing by the resolve of Congress their directions
for raising four companies of Germans, was desirous of a
letter to some gentlemen of weight and consequence in your
Province, and knowing of none more so than yourself, in-
duced me to be thus troublesome. He is a gentleman who
has from his infancy been constantly in the military service,
and is esteemed an experienced, well-disciplined officer who
during ei~ht years' residence with us, ha~ supported ~ very
u~exceptlOnable .good character, and is possessed of every
vIrtue that constItutes the good officer, and nothina doubt
under your auspices, of his being approved of and ac~eptabl~
to your truly worthy and honourable Congress.

Mrs. Heyliger joins me in best respects to your truly
amiable lady and every particular branch of YOUI'worthy
family, and hope you will pardon this liberty when I assure
you that I am, at all times and on all occasions, with the
most perfect esteem, dear sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant, JOHNHEYLIGER.

To Thomas Willing, Esq.

St. Croix, September 3, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN:I take the liberty to recom-
mend Lieutenant Hederick to you, being a gentleman in tbe
King of Denmark's service. His two brothers are Captains
of t~c Fort in tbis Island. He has been in the army since
a child, and he comes to serve you and America in general.
With a good heart he gives up his commission here, on pur-
pose to serve in America in the grand struggle for liberty.
He has many letters of recommendation, and I hope he will
meet with encouragement from the honourable Congress.

I have the honour to be, with respect, your humble ser-
vant, CORNELIUS HAIGHT.

PETITION OF JOHN PAUL SCHOTT.

[Petition read September 5, 1776. Referred to the Board of War.]

To the Honourable the Continental Congress: The Pe-
tition oj J OHNPAUL SCHOTT most humbly showeth:

That your petitioner having served as a Lieutenant with
the German troops commanded by Prince Ferdinand durinl1
the last war, and having acquired a considerable share of
military skill in the profession of soldier, most humbly begs
the honourable Congress (as he has ample testimonials with
~im ?f his good ~baracter) to grant him a Captain's com mis-
SI?n m the Contmental Army. And he, as in duty bound,
will ever pray. JOHN P. SCHOTT.

Philadelphia, September 4, 1776.

Philadelphia, September 4, 1776.

. Si~ce our las.t, arrived here between thirty and forty
mhabltants of this State, who have been taken at different
times by the English Pirates on our coast. They were
brought from the fleet at New- York on board the Orpheus,
and landed at Lewestown, on Cape Henlopen.

GENERAl. MERCER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 6th September.]

Perth-Amboy, September 4,1776.

SIR: I returned to this post yesterday, from New- York,

where I was ordered, by instructions of ~5th and 27th
August, to march as many of the troops under my com-
mand as could be spared from guarding this part of the
country. In obedience to those orders from General T¥ash-
ington, between three and four thousand of the Militia of
Pennsylvania and New-Jersey assembled at Bergen, ready
to pass on to Ncw- York, but were countermanded on the
retreat of the army Irom Long-Island. We have, how-
ever, strengthened the posts of Powles's Ilook and Bergen
Neck to the complement of twenty-five hundred men.

By orders received last night, a body of troops are imme-
diately to proceed to take post under General Ewing, oppo-
site to Mount T¥ashington.

Tbe movements of tbe enemy seem to indicate their
design of enclosing the army on New- York Island, for
effecting which a powerful navy affords many advantages.

On a general view of our force, compared with that of
the enemy, the event of this campaign is, in my opinion,
greatly to be dreaded. General Washington has not, so far
as I have seen, five thousand men to be depended on for the
service of a campaign, and I have not one thousand. Both
our armies are composed of raw Militia, perpetually fluctu-
ating between the camp and their farms. Poorly armed
and still worse disciplined, these, sir, are not a match, even
were their numbers equal, which they are not, for veteran
troops, well fitted, and urged on by. able officers. Numbers
and discipline must prevail at last. We may have both, if
proper measures are speedily adopted and invariably prose-
cuted. Inlistments for a short period is the bane of mili-
tary service, as well as doubly expe.nsive; and giving soldiers,
or even the lower orders of mankmd, the choice of officers
will forever mar tbe discipline of YOllr armies. '

. Should any disaster befall. General Washington's army,
eIther by another sweep of hIs best troops, or his being cut
off from the necessary supplies, a body of men in reserve be-
comes absolutely necessary. It cannot be provided too soon;
nor can any expense too great be held out to induce the
first men in the country to engage in the service, till a period
is put to the efforts of the enemies of Amcru:a.

I beg tbe honourable Congress will not take amiss the
freedom with which my sentiments on this most interestincr
subject are offered. Tbe confidence YOllhave honoured m~
with would be justly forfeited were I to suppress such ob-
servations as appeal' to me essential in support of the cause
of American freedom.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
HUGH MERCER.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

LORD DUNMORE TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.
[No.5] Ship Dunmore, off ~ew-York, i

September 4, 1776. 5
:My LORD: Since my arrival here, I have received your

Lordship's letter of the 2] st of May, and am sorry to find
that the Duke oj Cumberland packet-boat, with the de-
spatches, were lost, though I am afraid your Lordship would
have found but little information tbat would have been
a~reeable to you.. One re~son why: I am .s?rry that they
dId not get safe IS, that mme contamed orlgmals of inter-
cepted letters, that would have gone far to have warranted
the securing the bearers of them. These were chiefly
French, which it was not in my power, ii'om the shortness
of the time fi'onl their being intercepted and the sailin" of
the packet, to have copied. Of the others I have alr~1dy
sent you duplicates, and now triplicates.

It becomes necessary now that I should give your Lord-
ship my reas~ms ~or b~ing here. They. are few, but I hope
your Lordship will thmk them conclusive. First the im-
practicability of watering, our numbers bcincr reduced 10
one hu~dred and eight men capable of doing d~ty, and those
decreasmg every day. The last time we were on shore (as
YOllr Lordship will have seen by No.4) we were opposed
by above three times our number; and that we were sure
to meet with, wherever we went. Secondly, aLII'sickly state'
yet I cannot say oLlrsick list increased much in nLlmbers a~
there were as many died almost as there were added to' it.
in short, tbere was not a ship in the fleet that did not tlirO\~
one, two, thre~, or more dead overboard every night. The
Roebuck, I Wltl VE'nture to say as well recrulated and as
clean a ship as any in the navy, had seve~"'ty-five on her
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sick list; and so in proportion had every other ship. Cap-
tain Hamond and myself finding it absolutely requisite to go
to sea immediately, as the only chance of recovering the
sick and saving those that were well; and being at sea, a:nd
knowing this to be the place of rendezvous for both fleet
and army, we both thought it best to run in here, where we
would have an opportunity of giving the General and Ad-
miral every information that came within our knowledge
relative to the state of the Southern Colonies and oar own
situation, and at the same time to procure some aid. Though
both General and Admiral approve very much of our con-
duct, yet they seem very unwilling to part wid1 any of their
force at present. Indeed it is hardly to be wished tiJ] the
fate of New. York is determinedj when I hope, if they are
able to spare us any assistance, they will. Sure I am, re-
turning to Virginia without can answer no good end to his
lUajesty's service, but, on the contrary, would be giving fresh
vigour and spirits to the Rebels, who would have it in their
power to drive us from every spot where we might en-
deavour to land for water; and if we run up any of the
rivers for water, they are there so narrow that the Rebels
may annoy a ship from either side, with cannon, with impu-
nity.

I have offered my services here, in the mean time, to
General Howe, and shall be happy if I can be of use.

I have QOWonly to congratulate your Lordship on the
success of his Majesty's arms on the 26th ultimo. I was
with the Highlanders and Hessians the whole day, and it
is with the utmost pleasure I can assure your Lordship that
the ardour of both these corps on that day must have ex-
ceeded his .Majesty's rnbst sanguine wish; and I am well
convinced, from everything I have heard, that the fervour
of the rest of the army was in no ways inferiour to those I
have just now n1entibned, but of which I was not anryB-
witness.

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble
servant, DUNJ'fIORE.
To Lord George Germaine.

LORD DUNMORE TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

[No.!.] Ship Dunmore, in Elizabeth River, Virginia, ~
30th March, 1776. 5

My LORD: It gives me great comfort, in the very un-
happy situation in which I am left, to think that my conduct
meets with his Majesty's approbation. I can assure your
Lordship, were it not for that, and the earnest desire I have
to serve him, no earthly consideration could induce me to
continue in this wretched State, where there is not a hope
of gaining either honour, credit, pleasure, or profit. No!
my sale comfort is that I am doing my utmost to serve the
best of sovereigns. .

What your Lordship observes in my despatches of the
22d of October, of the disposition of many of the people
here to take an open part against the Rebels, is exactly as I
had the honour to inform your Lordship; and I really be-
lieve now, had the Liverpool arrived (as your Lordship had
reason to expect) aboUt that time, I am well satisfiedit
would have made a wonderful change on the £'1ceof affairs
in this country. But, my Lord, she did not arrive here till
the 19th of December, two months after that, as your Lord-
ship will have seen by my subsequent despatches.

Common fame has long since informer! me that an arrna-
ment was preparing for tbe southern part of this Continent;
and many a pleasing idea it gave me, in the midst of my
distress, the hopes that I should soon have relief. And
your Lordship, however sensible your feelings may be, will
not easily conceive what I felt on the receipt of yours,
which informs me that, notwithstanding all my applications,
representations, sufferings, and the efforts I had made with
two incomplete companies of the Fourteenth Regiment-
that notwithstanding all I had said or done-no attention
was paid to it, but an) left, in the first Colony on the Conti-
nent for riches, power, and extent, without the srnallest as-
sistance, and the preference given to a poor, insignificant
Pro\'ince, which has not a safe harbour with depth of water
that will admit half the fleet that is sent there; and, as I
am informed, should the army land, they must wade through
a sandy pine-barren for many miles, before they reach the
inhabited part of the country..

General Clinton, in his way to North-Carolina, called

here, and stayed with me two or three days, when I gave
him every information in my power, relative to the situation
of this Colony; and bis Majesty may be assured, should the.
General return here, he shall have every assistance that olla
most zealously devoted to his Majesty's service can giVe
him.

Yom Lordship will observe, by my letter No. 34, that I
have been endeavouring to raise twol'egiments here-one of
white people, the other of black. The former goes on very
slowly, but the latter very we]], and would have been in
great forwardness had not a fever crept in amongst them,
which carried off a great many very fine fe1lows. The
medical people here thought, and I believe with reason, that
it proceeded from their being much crowded on board the
ships, and want of clothing-both of which we have now
provided against: the first, by landing, and taking possession
of a sma]] neck of land, which I have fortified in the best
manner our abilities and circumstances would admit of; and
I think, though we have now several thousands of the Rebel
army in our neighbourhood, who frequently come and take a
few shots at us, and retire, yet I am satisfied they wi1l'not
\villingly give us any disturbance there, though they threaten
it much. We have in this .litt.le fort four ovens, and preuy
good barracks for our Ethzopzan corps. I have bought a
large quantity of oznaburgs, of which I am making summer
clothing for our garrison.

My Lord, in my despatch No. 34, I had frequent occasion
to mention a family of the name of Goodrich, natives of
this Colony. This is a spirited, active, industrious family,
and it has cost me much trouble and pains (knowing the
service they would be of to whichever party they joined) to
secure them in his Majesty's service. The male part con-
sists of a father and seven sons, five of which are arrived to
the age of manhood, who are now most zealously engaaed
in his .Majesty's service. Four of them are perfectly ;ell
acquainted with every river, creek, or branch within this
Bay. I have now five of their vessels employed constantly
running up the rivers, where they have orders to seize, burn,
or destroy everything that is watel"-borne that they can get
at. They often land, and take off what provisions they can
get, which keeps the Rebels in constant motion; and I gen-
erally send a few of the Fourteenth Regiment with them.
They land only where they are not likely to meet with
opposition, and have orders to retire on board so soon as they
see any force corning against them. I mention this family
to your Lordship fOl' two reasons: the first is, lest any of
their vessels, of which they have many in various parts of
the world, should faUinto the hands of any of our ships of
war, that they may have that attention shown to them that
] think them so well entitled to. My second reason is, that,
should we ever see better times in this quarter, (which I
pray God we may soon!) his Majesty may show them
such marks of his favour as he thinks their services are de-
serving of. They have all left their houses, negroes, planta-
tions, stock, and every thing else, at the mercy of the Rebels,
and are now, with their whole families, water-borne in this
fleet.

I have received the late act of Parliament, with your
Lordship's despatches, which I have hardly yet been able
to look into, but should be glad to have your Lordship's
opinion whether the word" not," in the 217th page and
18th line, standing between the words" Provinces" and
"herein," is meant to be part of the bill, or is only an errour
in the press. If it is part of the act, it then restrains every
Governour, Lientenant-Governour, or Commander-in-Chief
of any of his Majesty's Colonies or Provinces now in rebel-
lion, from sending vessels to supply themselves, or those
under their protection, with the necessaries of life; which I
hope could never be meant.

Enclosed* I send your Lordship a letter of Mr. John
Norton, dated the 22d of November, 1775, to Mr. Robert
Carter Nicholas, Treasurer of this Colony, wherein Mr.
Norton informs him that about £3,000 of the bills he drew
in favour of Mr. N. had been presented and accepted.
This Mr. N. most certainly means Mr. Thomas Newton,
Junior, the endorser of the bills sent your Lordship in my
letter No. 34.

My long residence in this quarter of the globe, in the
publick capacity in which his lVIajestyhas been pleased to
employ me, has given me an opportunity of making many

"Received no enclosure with this duplicate.



161 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 162

observations on the policy of this Continent, that I should
be happy to have an opportunity of communicating to your
Lordship before matters are finally settled on this Continent.

Since writing the above, I have been reading the Act
with more attention than I had leisure to do before, and I
must observe to your Lordship, if my construction of it is
right, it will be impossible to be complied with, for the Act
says, in the 222d page, that" the prizes are not to be
carried into any of the Colonies herein particularly men-
tioned." Now, all come under that predicament, Nova
Scotia and ,the Floridas excepted; so that every vessel
so soon as taken must be sent to one or other of these
places, which wou]d take them near three months to go and
return, in which vessel they must send an officer and a
number of men, according to the size of the vessel. Was
this to be the case, there is not a man-of-war on this sta-
tion, that would have either officer or man left in her in a
month; were they even to detain them in the fleet, where
such capture was made, they must leave so many men in
them that in a very short time their ships would be so weak
that they would not be fit to go to sea, which was the case
here for some time, and having no Judge of the Admiralty
here to try them, I was obliged to find a remedy for this
inconveniency, which was this: I appointed five gentlemen
in the fleet to act as Commissioners, who are empowered
to take depositions and inquire fully into the circumstances
of any captures made by the men-of-war, or the tenders;
if in their opinion the vessel and cargo were seizable, they
then appointed sworn appraisers to put a value on the
vessel and cargo, and the vessel and cargo were sold to the
highest bidder at publick auction, and the moneys arising
from such sales are deposited in the hands of responsible
people, either till his Majesty's pleasure should be known,
or if a Judge of the Admiralty should afterwards be ap-
pointed, and the owners of the vessels were not satisfied
with .the judgment of the Commissioners, the cause might
be tfled by the Judge of the Admiralty from the depositions,
et~., taken by the Commissioners, of which they are re-
qUired to keep regular books, properly authenticated. This
was the mode I thought requisite to adopt, rather than his
Majesty's service should suffer by employinO' the sailors
in taking care of prizes, and to prevent th: goods from
perishing and being totally lost, and probably the vessel
also; indeed, most of these prizes have been loaded with
provisions, which we should ere this have been in the
greatest want of, had we not been so fortunate as to have
taken them.

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble
servant, DUNMORE.
To Lord George Germaine.

Ship Dunmore, in Elizabeth River, Virginia, ~
April 2, 1776. 5

My L~RD: The packet not yet being sai[ed on account
of the wmd, and LIeutenant Ordd, of his Majesty's ship
the Roebuck, having brought in two small vessels, one of
which is from Saint Nicola Mole, bound to Philadelphia
in which were three Frenchmen. Two of the three wer~
officers in the French army; one of them, Monsieur De la
Bussiere, says his only reason for wishing to go to Phila-
delphia was on account of his health, which may be true'
he had, however, about him the letters (No.1) to Mr:
Hancock, and his discharge, (No. 2.*) The other officer
acknowledged to me his intention was to go into the service
of. the Rebels, of which, were it requisite, the enclosed No.
3 ISa very sufficient proof, as it is wrote by his own hand.
The other was supercargo in the vessel, and had a large
quantity of molasses and coffee on board. I have sent the
three br the packet for your Lordship to dispose of as you
shall ~hll1kproper. I beg leave to inform your Lordship,
that either tW?or three vessels (one of which was a French
one, and navIgated by Frenchmen,) loaded with powder
had sailed a short time before the schooner left the Mole'
all bound to p'hiladeZfhia, bu~ I make no doubt Captai~
Hamond, who IS now JO tbe flver Delaware, will give a
good account of them; sure I am he won't fail of zea1.

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble
servant, DUNMORE.
To Lord George Germaine.

"No enclosures received with this duplicate.
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[No.2.]

Ship Dunmore, in Gwin's Island Harbour, t
Virginia, June 26,1776. 5

My"LOR~: Since writing your Lordship of the 2d or
Apnl, nothmg very material has happened, except our
change of harbour, which I found absolutely necessary, as
we were constantly exposed to the fire of the musketry of
the enemy, (Elizabeth River not being above musket-shot
over,) and in daily expectation of their bringing heavier
metal down against us, and that we lay in a tide's way,
an.d exposed to be burnt by fire-rafts, or boats, which they
mIght have sent down amongst us, which indeed they did
attem~t, a.s your ~ordship may see by the enclosed, (No.
I) whIChISauthentICk, as I had it from a spy I had amongst
them who may be relied on; added to this, our salt pro-
visionswere quite expended, and we had no fresh. It there-
fore became requisite to move to a place where we could
have an immediate supply of the latter, and there was no
place (known to me) that appeared so eligible as the one
we now occupy, and indeed so it has proved, for a finer
harbour never was seen. We found on this Island (which
cont~ins two or th~ee a.nd twenty hundred acres of land) a
consIderable quantIty of stock of different kinds, with great
abunda~ce of fis? o~ all sides of it. Th~ only fault that I can
find to It, that It hes too near the mam, which the Rebels
occupy, all around us, as the haven between it and the
main in some places don't exceed two hundred yards wide.
On the west end of this Island, where it is narrowest I have
thrown up a small work, in which I have five cann~n with
another on the east end with two, and two smaller' ones
towards the centre, which I would willingly flatter myself
will secure us from any insult from our enemy, who, how-
ever, seem to neglect no opportunity of annoying us.

I am extremely sorry to inform your Lordship that that
fever, of which I .informed you in my letter No.1, has
proved a very malIgnant one, and has carried off an in-
?redible number ?f our peo~le, especially the blacks. Had
It not been for thIs hOrrid dIsorder, I am satisfied I should
have had two thousand blacks, with whom I should have
had no doubt of p~net~ating into the heart of this Colony.
I have done everythmg m my power to get the better of it but
am sorry to inform your Lordship that all our efforts have
hitherto proved ineffectual; but every other means shall be
tried to put a stop to it. I have now separated the sick
from the well, by the breadth of the Island and mean if
possible to keep them from each other. '

I all! sorry also to i~form ~our Lordship that old Mr.
Goodnch, whom I mentIoned III my last to your Lordship
he having taken two prizes in one of the Rebel harbours'
and not being able by contrary winds to get out was in th~
night board~d with a numbe.r of boats by the Rebels, and
taken, an? IS now confin~d III the gaol at Williamsburg,
loaded wIth very heayy If?ns, and I really fear their in-
human treatment of hIm wIll put an end to his life' soon
~fter ~his!two o~ his sons were unfortunate enough 'to fall
hkewlse mto theIr hands, who I doubt will not fare much
better than the father.

Enclosed I send your Lordship (No.2) the printed paper
wherein the Convention of this Colony declare themselves
independent of Great Britain, and I am well pleased they
have declared themselves, for notwithstanding that they
have .by every artifice prepared. the ~i~ds of the people
for this event, yet I am well convlllced It ISquite repugnant
to the wish of most.. Th~ir having ordered the prayers for
the preservatIon of hIs Majesty, and those of his family, etc.,
to be erased, and substituted others for their ConO'ress Con-
ve.ntions, et~., in their place, I am well convinc~d (~hough
th~sColony IS~y no means remarkably over-religious) that
this change will have a wonderful effect on the minds of
the lower class of people, who, I am satisfied, even now only
wait for an army able to protect them, which army, I doubt

. not, were they landed, th~y would immediately join; even
many of those, I am satisfied, that now appear in arms
against us would willingly change sides.

Finding the expense of hiring small vessels for tenders
?onsiderabl~, and that the prizes t~ey were daily bringing
m were sellmg for a song, I thought It best for his Majesty's
service to purchase a few of the fittest for that purpose. I
have therefore bought five small vessels which are all now
employed in that service.

Hearing a few days ago, that there were a number of
well-affected subjects to his Majesty on the Eastem Shore

11

[No.3.]
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of JJfaryland, I sent immediately three of the tenders there
to bring off as many as were willing to come. They last
night brought me between fifty and sixty, and would have
brought many more had they had room for them; directly
on hearing this I sent off five small tenders and a ship to
bring as many more as wished to serve his Majesty; I
have inlisted those that came in the Queen's Own Loyal
Virginia Regiment.

By the Virginia Gazette, which I have just now re-
ceived, I am sorry to see that the Oxford transport from
Glasgow, having on board two hundred and seventeen
Highlanders, was taken by two of the Rebel armed vessels
on their way here; they had been taken before to the
northward, by one of the Rebel vessels, who disarmed them
and took the officers from on board, and put eight of their
own people on board to carry her into port, but the carpen-
ter of the vessel formed a party and retook her from these
eight, and was bringing her in here to me, when they were
again most unfortunately retaken; of what service would
they not have been to me here!

Since I wrote your Lordship last, Mr. John Grymes is
the only person of any consequence in this Colony, that
has joined me, (who is a great acquisition.) He is of the
first family in this country, of good fortune, but what is
more valuable than either, he is a most amiable character,
being a man of the strictest honour, of an excellent dispo-
sition, and good parts; brave, active and enterprising.
The Island being between four and five miles in length,
and our numbers fit to do duty very few, and finding horses
on the Island, I advised Mr. Grymes to form a little troop,
and take the command of it, which he has done, by which
he (being posted in the middle of the Island) is able to give
assistance to either end that should be attacked. Mr.
Ralph Wormeley, one of the Council, and Mr. Philip
Grymes, brother to John, are made prisoners by the Rebels,
and sent to the back country.

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble
servant, DUNMORE.
To Lord George Germaine.

[Enclosure in No, 3 ]

INFORMATION OF A SPY, GIVEN TO LORD DUNMORE THE 3D

DAY OF MAY, 1776.

Saturday, in the evening, as I was lying on the floor of
Neal's house, as if asleep, I heard Major Thomas Parker,
Josiah Parker, and - Lawson, speak freely that that
night or before morning, th<\tDunmore and the fleet would
be destroyed; and that on Major Parker's being ordered
out with a company to join HojJler at the mouth of the
Western Branch, he asked Josiah Parker what should he
done with the Tories he found on board the vessels, he an-
swered, "Damn them, tomahawk them all and throw them
overboard, and give yourself no further trouble about them;"
that on firing signal guns at four o'clock on Sunday morn-
ing (which was done) the ship Dunmore if possible, if not
her, that any other vessel should be boarded and set on fire,
at the same time they should attack the lines on the J}[ill
Point, and burn Portsmouth; that on Sunday morning about
seven o'clock the party returned 10 Neal's, when Parker
reported to the other officers that just before daylight they
were under the stern of the Dunmore, heard a noise in the
cabin, went close by the accommodation ladder, and thouO"ht
to have boarded her, but daylight approaching too fast p~e-
vented the attempt; that they shot a negro going ashore in a
canoe with a bottle of rum, which they drank to his health
as he was expiring.

INFORUATION OF ANOTHER SPY, GIVEN 11TH OF MAY, 1776.

My LORD: Since I had the honour of waiting on your
Excellency on Friday evening last, I have received the fol-
lowing interesting intelligence: That the Shirtmen are and
have been busy some time past in constructing boats, every
way fit and proper to attack and destroy the fleet lyinlT off
Norfolk, that the whole or greatest part of said boatsOare
ready, and only wait for favourable weather to be conducted
to the shipping; that they are to be fully manned with des-
peradoes, and have a proper proportion of combustibles for
burning the vessels; that their horrid plan is to operate in
various ways, and conducted with the greatest secrecy at

dead of night; that some of the ships they are to board,
some they are to burn, and cut tbe cables of the rest, so as
they may drive on shore; that the landings on each side of
the shipping are to be covered with their infernal demons,
who are to put to death all that attempt to put their feet on
shore; and lastly, that a very strong party are destined to
your Excellency's ship in order that she may be with
certainty destroyed. Such, my Lord, is the bloody plan
intended to be perpetrated by those sons of murder and devas-
tation, and your Excellency has had sufficient and repeated
proofs of their barbarous inhumanity to convince you that
no erime is too black and dismal for them to perform, and
that they are well provided with desperate villains who will
undertake to execute the most dreadful and horrid butchery.
When I deliver my weak sentiments upon this very inter-
esting and momentous affair, it proceeds from no presump-
tion, but a real and great solicitude for the safety and pre-
servation of your Excellency's person, which, believe me,
my Lord, in the present situation of affairs, cannot be out
of danger; your Lordship ought to have a much greater
number of hands on board your ship, and their characters,
if possible, well known; for be assured, my Lord, the fleet
have too many villains on board, who give intelligence to .

the Shirtmen of everything that passes in the fleet, and they
have the information almost as soon as it reaches your own
ears; and I sincerely wish that your ship may be dear of such
vermin. The most strict watch and outlook is necessary,
and every implement of defence and destruction ready and
prepared to repel those bloodhounds of murder and rapine.
Upon a subject of such consequence, I do think I can-
not, especially if I omit any that ought to be mentioned,
exceed. YOUI'ExcelJency wi]) please to know that the
three fellows that came lately on board your ship, had no
meaning in their. application, but were intended as sp'ies
under the protectIOn of a flag of truce, and to observe the
sitUation,condition, and strength of your Excellency's ship;
and I think the names of two of the three were Campbell
and Fkming.

[No, 4.] Ship Dunmore, in Potowmllck River, Virginia, ~July 31, 1776. 5
My LORD: Since writing your Lordship of the 26th of June,

at GW1:n'sIsland, we have again been obliged to shift our'
quarters. The enemy brought down ten pieces of ordnance
and on the 9th instant began to play on my ship from tw~
batteries; she was laid very near the shore in order to pre-
vent the Rebels Ii'omlanding on the Island; we were so n1~ar
one of their batteries (which consisted of an eighteen and a
twenty-four-pounder) that they struck the ship every shot.
I got our raw and weak crew to fire a few shot at them but
I soon perceived that our six-pounders made no impre~sion
on their batteries. Our boatswain being killed, and several of
the people wounded, I found it impracticable to make them
stand any longer to their guns; we were therefore obliged to
cut our cable, though there was not a breath of air stirring.
but the little tide there was drifted us from the shore. Whe~
the Rebels found their 'guns had no further effect on us they

d . 'next day tUme them on two smalJ tenders that we found
it requisite to place in the haven between the Island and
the main, which soon obliged our people to quit them and
get on the Island. One of them was set on fire; Mr. Thomas
midshipman of the Fowey, who commanded the other wa~
obliged to abandon her before he could effect it, being
almost surrounded by the boats of the enemy; in making
his escape he received two slight wounds, so near had they
got to him; they made only one boy a prisoner. On the
11th we left the Island, and on the night of that day came
to anchor in the Bay, at the mouth of the river Potowmack;
there sprung up a fresh of wind, which parted the cables of
many of the small crafts of our ill-provided fleet some few
of which were lost, but the people of all were sa~ed except
of one sloop, which drifted on shore and fell into the hands
of the Rebels. We next morning put into the river Potow-
mack, where we are wooding and watering on an Island.

I have taken this opportunity of advising all those who
ha,ve put themselves under the protection of his Majesty's
shIps, to proceed to such place of safety as tfJey shall think
proper ; s~me go immediately to Great IJritain, others to the
'West[ndtes,and others to St. Augusttne, by which means
we. shall be disin~umbered of everything but the transports,
which I hope wIll enable us to harass and distress these
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inveterate foes to the best of Sovereigns, and a most indul-
gent parent State.

Not finding water in tbat abundance we could wish on
St. George's Island, I ordered all the empty water casks of
the fleet to be put on board two of the transports, with
which Captain Hamond, in the Roebuck, and this ship went
up the river about a bundred miles, into £I-eshwater, where
we soon fined our casks; during our stay here about three
hundred of the Rebels assembled themselves at the house of a
Mr. Brent, who is one of their Colonels; we were, with the
assistance of the Roebuck's Marines, volunteers, blacks and
whites, able to muster one hundred and eight men; with these
we landed under cover of two small tenders and a small row
gaBey, which I had fitted up at Gwin's Island, in which
Captain Hamond has put a six-pounder, and occasionalJy an
officer and twenty men. She is proof against musket-shot
and draws but eighteen inches of water. We were no sooner
landed than tbe Rebels fled on an quarters from the house
and offices, an of wbich we burned, and baving done all the
mischief in our power, we reimbarked without the loss of a
man killed, and only four or five wounded, of which number
is Lieutenant Wallace of the Fourteenth Regiment; it is
only a flesh wound, which I am satisfied will be well in a
few days; everv praise is due to the spirit of this young
gentleman. We foundonly three of the bodies of the Reb-
els, but we flatter ourselves there were several more, that
the rest had carried off; in Mr. Brent's bouse we found the
enclosed newspaper, (No.1,) by which your Lordship will
see tbat the VirO'inians have aJtered their Constitution intoI:>
a stranue motley, which they call a Commonwealth; they
therein~set forth their reasons for so doing.

I have also the honour to transmit to your Lordship five
letters which were intercepted by Captain Hamond. I
need not comment upon them to your Lordship, whose
judgment will much bett~r direct you what is prop~r to be
done with them and theIr authors than I can possibly do;
sorry I am, however, to find that the letters of Mr. Lee,
which I transmitted home in No. 34 were not found suf-
ficient to secure him from giving further information to his
countrymen here; the letters Nos. 2 and 3 are' from the
Whartons, who seem to me to have good intelligence, and
very willing to communicate it to. their friends here;. I wish
I was able to inform your Lordship where they had It from.
I hope your Lordship will make them discover it. I am
reany sorry to inform your Lordship that Cox, the bearer
of these letters, together with Mr. Jennings, his Majesty's
Attorney General for Maryland, and the master of the
sloop in which they came fromthe ff1est Indies, made their
escape from the sloop on the night before they were to have
been delivered over to me; had I been so fortunate as to
have got them into my possession I should most certainly
have sent them home to your Lordship, as I most believe
they are both freighted with every information their friends
in London could communicate to them. It is by the West
Indies that the Rebels receive all their information; it is
first sent to the British West-India Islands, and from thence
conveyed to St. Eusiatia, with which place the Rebels have
a constant intercourse, and are supplied by the Dutch with
powder and ammunition of every kind, as well as all sorts
of dry goods, rum, and sugar. I had certain information a
few days ago of the safe arrival of a brig from that port with
thirty tons of powder besides small arms and ammunition of
all sorts to one of our outports; in short, it is impossible for
Captain Hamond (who does all in his power) without more
assistance, to prevent them from running small craft, and
sometimes larger, into the numerous ports of these two Colo-
nies; they are now become so formidable, even by water,
in this Bay, that they have actual!y drove all our tenders
up to the fleet, and Captain Hamond does not think it safe
to trust one of his Majesty's sloops alone in the Bay; nay,
they had the impudence a few days ago, with one of their
ships of eighteen guns and two of her tenders, to run up
within a few miles of the fleet. We were then just turning
down this river from watering; the Roebuck and Fowey both
gave them chase, but they were so far windward, that they
could not come up with them; at the same time the Rebels
on shore opened a battery on the Fowey, whilst she was
getting under way.

Weare now anchored in the river, and I hope to-morrow
will clear us of everything but the ships-of-war and the
transports; but where we are togo, or what we can do next,

to render service to his Majesty, I own I am puzzled to
know, and I find there is now not even a chance of our
receiving any assistance. I really am at a loss what to
determine on, for next month it will become very unsafe for
the ships to keep the Bay, and I do declare I know not
where we can go with OUl'present force to make a harbour
of any tolerable safety; for we no sooner appear off the
land, than signals are made from it, when the coast is
covered with men, and if we come to anchor within cannon-
shot of either shore, guns are immediately brought to bear
upon us, which it is not in the power of the ships to dislodge,
as the shoals will not permit them to get near enough.

Enclosed is another paper (No.4) that was found whilst
we were last on shore, but I hope most sincerely that mat-
ters may be greatly exaggerated in it. We have had no other
account of the matter either by land or water, but what I
enclose your Lordship. Lest your Lordship should not have
seen the resolutions of the Congress relative to Indepen-
dence, I have sent it your Lordship, marked No.5.

August4.
Seeing a tender of Captain Hamond's (that he had sent

to Sir Peter Parker) coming up, I would not close my letter
till I saw Mr. Whitworth, who commands her; and I am
extremely sorry to find that No.4 contains but too true
an account of our loss before Charlestown. I have letters
from Sir Peter and General Clinton, both informing me that
it is perfectly out of their power to give me any sort of
assistance; which will render my situation, if possible, more
intolerable than it has been for these fourteen months past
that I have been constantly penned up in a ship, hardly
with the common necessaries of life; but wbat makes it now
a thousand times worse, is, that I am left without even the
hopes of being able to render his Majesty the smallest ser-
vice; this, I must say, is truly discouraging, and leaves me
in the utmost difficulty to determine what to do; my utmost
desire is (when I do resolve) that I may do what may be
most agreeable to his Majesty's wishes, and the best for his
service. Mr. Simonton, the bearer of this, or Governour
Eden, who accompanies him, will be able to inform your
Lordship particularly of the forlorn state in which they have
left us.

And I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's
most obedient humble servant, DUNlIlORE.
To Lord George Germaine.

GENERAL WASHJNGTON TO COLONEL GAY.

New-York, September 4,1776.

SIR: Whether you do not get the General Orders with
that regularity which is to be wished, or whether (which is
hard to suppose) you do not attend to them, I will not under-
take to determine; but it is a melancholy truth that returns
essentially necessary for the Commanding officer to govern
himself by, and which might be made jn an hour after they
are called for, where care and order are observed, are ob-
tained with so much difficulty. Nor can I help regretting,
that not only regular returns, but that orders, in instances
equally important, should be so little attended to. I there-
fore address myself to you in this manner, requesting in ex.
press and peremptory terms, that you do without delay make
out and return to the Adjutant-General's officeimmediately,
an exact state of the regiment or corps under your com-
mand, and that the like return be given in every Saturday,
at orderly time, without fail.

I also desire, in terms equally express, that you do not
suffer the men of your corps to straggle from their quarters,
or be absent /i'om camp without leave, and even then but
few at a time. Your own reputation, the safety of the army,
and the good of the cause, depend, under God, upon our
vigilance and readiness to oppose a crafty and enterprising
enemy, who are always upon the watch to take advantages.
To prevent straggling, let your rol\s be called over three
times a day, and the delinquents punished. I have one thin'"
more to urge, and that is, that every attempt of the men t~
plunder houses, orchards, gardens, &c., be discouraued not
only for the preserv~tion of property and sake of good o;'der,
but for the prevention of those fatal consequences which
usually follow such diabolicat practices. In short, sir at a
time when everything is at stake, it behooves every m~n to
exert himself. It will not do for the commanding officer of
a regiment to content himself with barely giving orders; he

...
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should see (at least know) they are executed. He should
call his men out frequently, and endeavour to impress them
with a just and true sense of their duty, and how much de-
pends upon subordination and discipline.

Let me, therefore, not only command, ~ut exhort you and
your officers, as you regard your reputatIOn, your country,
and the sacred cause of freedom in which you are engaged,
to manly and vigorous exertion~ at thi~ time, ~ach striving to
excel tbe other in the respective duties of his department.
I trust it is unnecessary for me to add furt?er, and that ~hese
and aU other articles of your duty you WIll execute with a
spirit and punctuality becoming your station.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Colonel Fisher Gay.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.

September 4, 1776.

SIR: In answer to both your favours, just received by
Lieutenant Smith, I can only say, that circumstanced as we
both are at present, it is not in my power to give you other
instructions for your conduct than that you P?rs~~ every
step which shall appear to you necessary and JudlclO~sfor
annoying and harassing the enemy I!nd to prevent theIr for-
aa-ing' and while those measures are in any degree effectual,
{' wo~ld wish to have you continue on the Island; but as
soon as you find that you can be of no longer service, I
would have you make your retreat to the main without
further delay. You wi1ltake c,areto have the boats so pro-
vided as to secure your retreat m the best manner possIble.

I am, with due regard, sir, your very humble servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Henry B. Livingston.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SC HUYLER.

New-York, Seplember 4, 1776.

DEARSIR : Your favours of the 29th and 31st ultimo,
with their several enclosures, have been duly received.

I sincerely wish the event of the skirmish on Long-lsl~nd
had been as favourable to us as reported to you. Humed
and involved in a multiplicity of business, I cannot give you
a particular detail of it. I shall only add, that we lost in
killed and wounded and prisoners, from seven hundred to one
thousand men; among the prisoners are General Sullivan
and Lord Stirling. :rhe enemy's I?ss has not been a~cer-
tained yet, but there ISreason to beheve, fi'om the contmu-
ance of the action and the heavy firing between them and
Lord Stirling's detachment, that it was considerable. We
have been informed so by deserters. They overpowered our
people by their numbers and constant reinforcements.

When I have an opportunity, and circumstances will ad-
mit, I will inquire after Lieutenant Johnson, and order him to
Albany.

I am extremely obliged by your interposing to have the
boards sent down. I have informed the Quartermaster~Gen-
eral and directed him to take measures for obtaining a large
supply, as I have grounds to apprehend many will be
wanted.

The short inlistment of our troops has been the source of
some of our misfortunes, and of infinite trouble and difficulty
already, and I am not without apprehension that, sooner or
later, must prove of fatal consequence. I, hav~ wrote my
sentiments very fully to Congress upon thIs subject two or
three times. In a late letter I have urged the expediency
of a permanent, army during the war. , The ne.cess,ityi,stoo
obvious to reqUIrearguments to prove It. I thmk It will be
advisable to recruit out of the present army as fast as pos-
sible; but I fear the progress will be ~ut sm,all. The
bounties given by the different States, to raJse theIr quotas of
men for so short a time, must have a pernicious tendency.
Many will refuse to inlist, as that allowed by Congress is so
low, in hopes of exacting more.

The letters from our officers in Canada, transmitted by
General Gates, 1 have sent to Congress with the return you
enclosed. I have also perused and delivered your letter to
the Commissary, having sealed it first, and wish matters to
be so ordered as best to promote the service.

Observing that General Gates, in his letter to you, men-
tions his want of cartridge paper for muskets, I have wrote

to Congress and requested them to supply it if p~ssible,
havinO' nonehere or but very little, and have also directed
the Quartermaster-General to send up some grindstones, not
knowing whether they can be had at Albany.

I am, dear sir, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major~Genera\ Schuyler, N. Department.

P. S. Your letter preceding the two last came to hand
when I was sendina-away mYl apers, and being put up with
them after a cursory reading, don't recollect it sufficiently
to answer.

Being certain that we shall have occasion for a large
quantity of boards for barrac~s an~ she!tel: for .t~~ troops
which will be posted at King s Bndge, m Its vlcm]ty, and
over the river, opposite the works erected at the upper end
of this Island I wish to be informed if they can be supplied,
and shall be ~Iad those who undertake it will begin to hurry
'em down wifh all expedition to the nearest landing place to
the bridge.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED
LONG-ISLAND,(NEW-YORK,) SEPTEMBER4, 1776.

Mr. Washington has issued a recommendation that all the
women, children, and infirm persons, leave the city of New-
York, as a bombardment and attack may be hourly ex-
pected, adding the following words: "Trusting that with the
blessing of Heaven upon the American arms, they may soon
return to it in perfect security." From which, added to
certain accounts that there are six thousand of their soldiers
sick in the place, it may be hoped that loyal city may not
be sacrified to the inexorable fury of fanatical and Congres-
sional proscription. Our prospects of its safety are strength-
ened by the following circumstance: In the night of the 2d
instant three persons escaped from the city in a canoe, and
informed our General that Mr. Washington had ordered
three battalions of New- York Provincials to leave New-
York, and that they should be replaced by an equal num-
ber of Connecticut ~roops; but the former, assured that the
Cunnecticutians would burn and destroy all the houses,
peremptorily refused to give up their city, declaring that no
cause of exigence whatsoever should induce them to entrust
the defence of it to any other than her own inhabitants.
This spirited and stubborn resolution prevailed over the
ordersof their Commander,and the New- Yorkers continue
snugly in possession of the place. We have just been
informed that the two battalions from Cumberland County,
in Pennsylvania are sick of the contest, and dreading the
Light Infantry, Hessians, Chasseurs, and Dragoons of the
Royal Army, have very prudently bid aelieu to mi]itary
achievements, and in a body returned to their own farms,
there to cultivate the arts of peace and reconciliation.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LORD PERCY TO A GENTLEMAN

IN LONDON, DATED CAMP AT NEWTOWN, SEPTEMBER 4,

1776.

It was the General's orders that the troops should receive
the Rebels' first fire,and then rush on them before they had
recovered their arms, with their bayonets, which threw them
into the utmost disorder and confusion, they being unac-
quainted with such a manreuvre. A light dragoon discover-
ing three riflemen in a wood, who had secreted themselves
in order to pick out the officers as they appeared, attacked
them, shot one, took the other two prisoners, and brought
them to Lord Percy, who rewarded him for his gallant be-
haviour. A great many of the horses belonging to Preston's
regiment, that were left in Boston at the evacuation, were
found on Long-Island.

CAPTAIN THOMAS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Harlem, September 4, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOURS: The unhappy situation
of the Maryland troops now here, makes it absolutely neces-
sary tbat you should be acquainted with it, and also you
might have received information from others, yet I think it
my duty also (though low in office) to make you a~qu,ainted
with it, and I have not the least doubt but you wIlllmme-
diately apply a remedy.

We have now, and have had for some time, a number of
our men sick, a number very ill. I have had from fifteen to
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twenty of my men extremely ill, and have not yet been able
to procure them the least assistance. The Province have
but two Surgeons here-one of them very ill-and none can
be procured here. From the best authority I can assure you
we have, at this time, near two hundred men unfit for duty,
and most of them without any assistance from the doctor.
The neglect of the troops when sick discourages them more
than any other circumstance, and I am convinced, if it was
generally known, would have the worst of consequences,
both as to recruiting for the troops already raised or in
raising new levies. I hope the freedom I have taken will be
readily excused, especially when 'tis considered, and I hope
believed, that I have no other motive than the publick ser-
vice. With this hope, I conclude myself your most obedi-
ent humble servant, J. A. THOMAS.
To the Hon. the Convention of Maryland, or in their

recess the Hon. Council of Safety of Maryland.

COLONEL NICOLL TO GENERAL HEATH.

Mount. Washington, September 4,1776.

SIR: Last night, about ten o'clock, there came two regi-
ments to this post of Brigadier-General Heard's brigade;
and as Colonel Hutchinson is gone to New- York, who I
understood was to give me orders, I send my Orderly-Ser-
geant to YOUI'HOl)our for orders. I have nothing particular
to acquaint you of.

I remain with sincere affection, your obedient and humble
servant, ISAACNICOLL, Colonel.

To General Heath.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL NICOLL.

King's Bridge, September 4, 1776.

DEARSIR: As Colonel Hutchinson is absent, I think you
had better remain at Mount- Wash1:ngtonuntil he returns,
(which will be soon,) and acquaint the Commanding officer
who is come to that post with as many particulars respecting
the post as you can; and after Colonel Hutchinson's return
you will march back your detachment to this post.

I am, sir, yours, &c., W. HEATH.
To Colonel Nicoll.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS TO GENERAL GATES.

Skenesborough, September 4, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: The blacksmiths that I have here to
work are very uneasy; they want to know what they are
to have per day, besides their wages. I beg that your
Honour would let me know what they shall ha\Te.

I remain your very obedient, humble servant,
EDWARD W ILLlAMS, Captain.

To Hon. Major-General Gates.

PASS FOR NEHEMIAH CARPENTER.

Westchester County, New-Rochelle, New.York,l
September 4, 1776, 5

Permit the bearer hereof, Nehemiah Carpenter, Sen., to
pass as far as Norwark, he being a friend to the American
liberty. ABRAMGUION,Chairman of Sub- Committee.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED CAMP MOUNT-INDEPENDENCE,

OPPOSITE TICONDEROGA, SEPTEMBER 4, 1776.

On the 31st ultimo departed this life, of a bilious disorder,
Colonel William Bond. He met the last enemy with the
greatest calmness and intrepidity. In his death our country
has lost a true patriot and most vigilant officer of tried
bra very. The first of this instant his remains were escorted
with military parade to the place of burial, in the front of
the regiment, where the Rev. Ebenezer David delivered a
funeral oration, and made a prayer; after which the corpse
was interred and the Colonel's character honoured by tbe
discharge of three twenty-four-pounders from the Fort, and
the usual volleys from the musketry. The whole was con-
ducted in a manner suitable to the occasion.

New-Haven, Wednesday, September 4,1776.

By advice of a Council of War, last Thursday night
and Friday morning the whole of our army then on

Long-Island returned to New- York, and brought off,
it is said, all their camp equipage, cannon, stores, &c.
Their return was conducted with such secrecy that it was
not discovered by the enemy till all our army and baggage
were got over, and only three persons, who left the Island
last in a batteau, fell into their hands. Saturday and Sun-
day our troops on Governour's Island and Red-Ilook, evac-
uated our fortifications there, and brought off their cannon,
&c., notwithstanding a very heavy fire from the enemy on
Long-Island, in which we lost some men.

We hear that the main body of the enemy's army are
now encamped near Hell-Gate. They have transported a
number of boats over land, and it is supposed they intend
to cross and land a little above their encampment, and attack
our army near King's Bridge, where we are making great
preparations to receive them, and our army in_high spirits.

General ~Ullivan and Lord Stirling, who were both miss-
ing after the battle on the 27th ultimo, are both alive and
well. The former having, on his parole, obtained leave to
go to Congress, last Saturday passed New- York on his way
to Philadelphia. It is said his business is to obtain an ex-
change for himself and Lord Stirling, for General PrescQtt,
a prisoner in Pennsylvania, and General McDonald, a pris-
oner in North- Carolina.

Since our troops have evacuated Long-Island, the Tories
and Regulars treat the friends to their country with the
greatest severity. Colonel Woodhull, late President of
New- York Congress, for refusing to give up his side-arms,
was wounded on the head with a cutlass, and had a bayonet
thrust through his arm.

By some people who left Huntington last Monday, we
hear that the inhabitants of Suffolk County were to resign
up their arms yesterday.

Our loss in the battle on the 27th ultimo remains yet
uncertain, the calculations being fi'om six hundred to one
thousand. Colonel Huntington's regiment is said to have
suffered much, there being missing 6 Captains, 6 Lieuten-
ants, 21 Sergeants, 2 Drummers, and 126 Rank and File.

Yesterday sixty-four women landed at ~lilford from
Long-Island, and we hear numbers are coming off daily to
the Continent.

Captain Redfield, of Killingworth, on his return from
New- York, was taken by one of the frigates, who burnt his
vessel, and after detaining him a few days he was dismissed.
There was another person in the vessel, whom they de-
tained.

COLONE):. LIVINGSTON TO THE COUNCIL OF WAR OF CONNEC-

TICUT.

Seabrook, September 4, 1776.

SIR: Being informed that you are appointed by Govern-
our Trumbull to preside at the Council of War, to be held
at New-London, in order to determine whether it is proper
to send a body of troops to the east end of the Island-
Long-Island-in order to encourage and assist the inhabi-
tants to repel our enemies: I have been stationed in that
part of the Island with a detachment of two hundred men
in order to protect the inhabitants from insult, also to do all
in my power to distress the enemy whenever they should
make any attempts in those parts. On Saturday last I
received an account of the approach of the enemy; accord-
ingly endeavoured to raise the Militia of the County, and
marched my men to River-Head, within about five miles of
a body of the enemy's Light-Horse. While I continued,
~~erecame an account to the officers commanding the Mil-
Itia that aUI'troops had abandoned and given up the Island.
This so discol1ragedthem that they dismissed their men and
proposed to submit to tbe enemy. In this disposition I left
~hem.and effected a retreat, disarm~d about seventy of the
Inbabttants, and brought off four pIeces of ordnance, with
our baggage and a quantity of provisions. The detachment
~re now with ,me.at Seabrook, and are ready to acquiesce
In any determmatlon you shall make, and to proceed in con-
junction with you to oppose our enemies stationed on that
Island.

Your advice in this matter would oblige your most obe-
dient, humble servant,

HENRYB. LIVINGSTON,Lieutenant-Colonel.
To the President of the Council of War held this day by

order of Governour Trumbull.
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CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, at Sea, in N. Lat. 37°40', and W. Long. 540, {
September 4, 1776. 5

GENTLEMEN:I had the honour of writing to you the
27th August, per the brigantine Britannia, which I sent
under the care of Lieutenant William Grinnell. Since that
I have been to the southward, near the paralJel of Bermuda,
and brought to four sail of French, Spanish, and Danish
ships, homeward bound, but without gaining any useful
information. On the 1st current, I fell in with a fleet of five
sail. One of them being very large, it was the general
opinion on board here that she was either an old Indiaman,
outward bound, with stores, or a Jamaica three-decker,
bound homeward. We found her to be an English frigate,
mounting twenty-six guns upon one deck. She sailed fast,
and pursued us by the wind, till, after four hours' chase, the
sea running very cross, she got within musket shot of our
lee quarter. As they had continued firing at us from the
first, without showing colours, I now ordered ours to be
hoisted, and began to fire at them. Upon this they also
hoisted American colours, and fired guns to leeward. But
the bait would not take; for, having everything prepared, I
bore away before the wind, and set all our light sail at once,
so that before her sails could be trimmed and steering sails
set, I was almost out of reach of grape, and soon after out
of reach of cannon shot. Our" hair-breadth 'scape," and
the S'aucymanner of making it, must have mortified him
not a little. Had he foreseen this motion, and been pre-
pared to counteract it, he might have fired several broadsides
of double-headed and grape shot, which would have done
us very material damage. But he was a bad marksman,
and, though within pistol shot, did not touch the Providence
with one of the many shot which he fired. I met with no
other adventure till last night, when I took the Bermuda-
built brigantine Sea-Nymph, bound from Barbadoes forLon-
don, with a cargo of two hundred and twenty-seven hogsheads
~nd eight barrels of rum, five hogshp,ads,two tierces, and
ten barrels of sugar, six bags of ginger, fourteen casks of
oil, and twelve pipes" best particular London market Ma-
deira wine." The brig is new, and sails very fast, so that
she is a pretty good prize. By the master of the brig and a
passenger, I hear that the Andrew Doria was off Bermuda
a few days since; also, that Captain Weeks had an action
with art English sloop-of-war off Martinico, and that our
sid€ was victorious, and drove the Englishman into Mar-
tinico.

I am now convinced that I am too late in the season. I
will, however, try my utmost. 'Tis not impossible that I
may yet fall in with another prize. I rlid not expect to have
found a frigate convoying two ships, a brig, and a sloop. It
the storeships come out all under convoy, my hopes of suc-
cess fl'om that quarter must fall short.

I have the honour to be, with much esteem and respect,
gentlemen, your most obliged and very obedient, humble
servant, JNO. P. JONES.
To the Hon. Marine Committee, at Philadelphia.

N. B. The brigantine Sea-Nymph's crew are all as fol-
lows, viz:

], Francis Trimingham, master; 2, William Lovie,
mate; 3, WilliamJohnson,sailor; 4, John Hardy, sailor; 5
Jamie, 6 Anthony, 7 Peter, 8 Will, 9 Davie, negro sailors;
and Mr. Samuel Scott, merchant, of London, passenger

CAPTA1N J. PAUL JONES TO COMMODOREHOPKINS.
Providence, at Sea, in N. Lilt 37° 40', Ilna 'V. Long 540, {

September4, f776. 5
HONOUREDSIR: I know you will not suspect me of flat-

tery when I affirm that I have not experienced a more sin-
cere pleasure, for a long time past, than the account I have
had of your having gained your calise at Philadelphia, in
spite of party. Your late trouble wiJ] tenrl to your future
advantage, by pointing out your friends and enemies. You
will thereby be enabled to retain the one part, while YOIl
guard against the othp,r. You will be thrice welcome to
your native land, and to your nearest concerns. After your
late shock, they will see you, as gold from the fire, of more
worth and value; and slander will learn to keep silence when
Admiral Hopkins is tnentioned. But enough of this.

And now for my success. I sent in a }{antucket whaler
by Captain Grinnell, 27th ultimo. She appeared, by the

voluntary testimony of the master, mate, &c., to be the
property of rank Tories, who had ordered their oil to be
carried to the London market, and the amount of it to be
shipped out in English goods to Nantucket. Since that
time I have been further to the southward, where I brought
to a number of French, Spanish, and Danish ships, but saw
no Englishmen till the 1st current, when I fell in with five
sail. One of them being very large, we took her to be
either an old East-Indiaman, or a Jamaica three-decker;
but she proved to be an English frigate, mounting twenty-
six guns upon one deck. She sailed fast, and pursued us
by the wind, till, after four hours' chase, the sea running
very cross, she got within musket shot of our lee quarter.
As they had ci!ntinued firing at us from the first, without
showing colours, I was angry at this low piece of conduct;
therefore, ordered ours to be hoisted, and began to fire at
them. They then hoisted American colours, and fired guns
to the leeward. But the bait would not take. Having
everything prepared, I bore away across his forefoot, and set
all our light sails at once, so that before her sailswere trimmed
and steering sails set, I was almost out of reach of grape,
and soon after out of reach of cannon shot. Our" hair-
breadth'scape," and the saucy manner of making it, must
have mortified him not a little. Had he foreseen this motion,
and been prepared to counteract it, he might have fired sev-
eral broadsides while we were within pistol shot. He was
a bad marksman, and did not hit the Providence with one
of the many shot which he fired. I met with no other
adventure till last night, when I took the brigantine Sea-
Nymph, bound from Barbadoes f9r London, with a cargo
of two hundred and twenty-seven hogsheads of rum, be-
sides oil, sugar, ginger, and Madeira wine. I understand
by this brig that the Andrew Doria is off Bermuda, and that
Captain Weeks hath givena trimmingto an English sloop-
of-war off Jlilartinico. I am too late for West-Indiamen,
but will not yet give up hopes. I am much afraid that the
storeships come out under convoy; for who would have
expected to find a frigate with no more than two ships, a
brig, and a sloop? .

If I meet with further success, I will write you in course.
In the meantime, I rest assured that your good offices will
not be wanting in my favour when the Navy rank and senior-
ity come to be settled. If I was worthy of the rank of
eldest Lieutenant of the fleet, I deserve not to be superseded
in favour of any person who then bore an inferior or junior
commission. It will be good policy if the Congress or the
Marine Committee fix the parity of rank between land and
sea officers, as it is in the English establishment, viz: An
Admiral ranks with a General, a Vice-Admiral with a Lieu-
tenant-General, a Rear-Admiral with a Major-General, a
Commodore with a Brigadier-General, a Captain with a
Colonel, a Master and Commander with a Lieutenant-
Colonel, a Lieutenant-Commanding with a Major, and a
Lieutenant in the Navy with a Captain of Foot or Marines.
This would prevent numberless disputes and duelings, which
otherwise will be unavoidable. But I remember that this
agrees with your own opinion, and therefore I need use no
arguments to enforce it.

. My best wishes and respects await yourself and family;
and I am, with much esteem and grateful respect, honoured
sir, your very obliged and most humble servant,

JNO. P. JONES.
To the Hon. E. Hopkins, Esq., Admiral of the American

Fleet, Rh~de-lsland; per the Brig Sea-Nymph, Captain
W. Ho,vkzns.

CAPTAIN JONES TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Providence, at Sea, September 4, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I herewith enclose, for your inspection,
all tbe letters and papers which I found in the brigantine
Sea-Nymph. For tbe particulars of my cruise hitherto, I
Inust beg leave to refer you to [he within open letter to the
Marine Board, which please to lay before them. I purpose
to~stand to the southward, in hopes of falling in with some
ships, which, I unders.tand, are now on their passage from
Barbadoes. But at this late season my success is very uncer-
tain. I will, however, ply about in tbis meridian as long as
I think I have any chance, and if I fail at last, I can run to
the northward, and try for better success among the fisher-
men, which may answer no bad purpose, by increasing the
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number of our seamen. However my cruise may terminate,
I forget not the singular obligation I owe to Mr. lJ'lorris,
who promoted it formy honour and advantage; and I esteem
the honpur done me by his accepting my correspondence as
the greatest favour I could have aspired to. I conclude.
that Mr. Hewes hath acquaintedyou with a very great mis-
fortune which befell me some years ago, and which brought
me into North America. I am under no concern, however,
that this or any past circumstance will sink me in your
opinion. Since human wisdom cannot secure us from acci-
dent, it is the greatest effort of reason to bear them well.

I will, from time to time, carefully communicate to you
every intelligence in my power; and as the regulations of
the Navy are of the utmost consequence, you will not think
it presumption if, with the utmost diffidence, I venture to
communicate to you such hints as, in my judgment, will
promote its honour and good government. I could heartily
wish that every commission officer were to be previously
examined; for, to my certain knowledge, there are persons
who have already crept into commission without abilities or
fit qualification. I am myselffar from desiring to be excused.
From experience in ours, as well as from my former intimacy
with many offiGfrs of note in the British Navy, I am con-
vinced that the parity of rank between sea and land or
marine officers is of more consequence to the harmony of
the service than hath generally been imagined. In the
British establishment, an Admiral ranks with a General, a
Vice-Admiral with a Lieutenant-General, a Rear-Admiral
with a Major-General, a Commodore with a Brigadier-Gen-
eral, a Captain with a Colonel, a Master and Commander
with a Lieutenant-Colonel, a Lieutenant-Commanding with
a Major, and a Lieutenant in the Navy ranks with a Captain
of Horse, Foot, or Marines. I propose not our enemies as
an example for our general imitation; yet, as their Navy is
the best "regulated of any in the world, we must, in some
degree, imitate them, and aim at such further improvement
as may one day make ours vie with, and exceed, theirs.
Were this regulation to take place in our Navy, it would
prevent numberless disputes and duelings which otherwise
wilJ be unavoidable. Besides, sir, you know very well that
Marine officers, being utterly unacquainted with maritime
affairs, are, in those cases, unfit persons to preside at, or com-
pose half the number of a Court-Martial.

I beg pardon for this liberty. I thought that such hints
might escape your memory in the multiplicity of business.

I have always understood that the sentence of a Court-
Martial, when confirmed by a Commander-in-Chief, was
definitive, and admitted of no appeal. To prove this, I
must again recur to English authority, in the case of Lord
George G. Sackville, who, for disobeying the orders of
Prince Ferdinand at the battle of Mindon, was, by a Court-
Martial held at the Horse Guards, rendered incapable of
serving afterwards in any military capacity, although his
great abilities were then well known, and are generally
acknowledged at this day. I am led into this subject by
hearing, with astonishment, the application and complaint of
the late Captain Hazard to the Marine Board, after he had
been found" unworthy of bearing his commission in the
Navy," by the undivided voice of a Court-Martial, where I
had the honour to sit as a member. If he was. then
unworthy of bearing his commission, I cannot see what new
merit he can have acquired. And even if he had merit, it
would not be sound poJicy to reverse the sentence. It would
make officers stand less in awe, and attend less punctually
to their duty; and it is not impossible it might induce future
Courts-Martial, in some cases, to inflict personal punishment,
from whence there is no appeal.

There was a mistake made in the date of my commission,
which, unless you stand my friend, will make a material dif-
ference when the Navy rank is settled. I took command
here the 10th day of May, as appears by the order and
appointment of the Commander-in-Chief on the back of
my commission, as eldest Lieutenant of the fleet; and my
commission is not dated till the 8th day of August, which,
you know, is not fair, as it would subject me to be superseded
by Captain Robeson, who was at first my junior officer by
sjx:. Perhaps it might subject me to be superseded by
others. If I have deserved so iJl as to be superseded, I am
unworthy of bearing my commission. I esteem it a greater
disgrace and severer punishment than -to be fairly broke and
dismissed the service.

I have ordered MI'. IIopkins, the prize-master, to deliver
you a turtle, which please to accept.

I have tbe honour to be, with grateful esteem and much
respf>,ct,honoured sit, your very obliged and very obedient,
humble servant, JNO. PAUL JONES.

To the Hon. Robert Morris, Esq.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY to JOHN CLOUSTON, Corn-
mander of the Sloop FREEDOM,in the service of said
State:
You are hereby directed and commanded to repair, with

the vessel under your command, to the harbour of Boston,
in company with the sloop Republick, commanded by Cap-
tain John Foster Williams, nmv in Dartmouth; and there
to wait for the further orders of the Council.

By order of a major part of the Council, the 4th of Sep-
tember, 1776: SAMUELADAMS,Secretary.

Return of Officers on board the Armed Sloop called the
FREEDOM,whereof JOHN CLOUSTONis Commander.

John Clouston, Captain.
James Scott, First Lieutenant.
Timothy Tobey, Second Lieutenant.

In Council, September 4, 1776,

Read, and Ordered, That the above Officers be commis-
sioned agreeable to their respective ranks.

SAMUELADAMS,Secretary.

FOR SLOOP FREEDOM.

100 double-headed Shot at Plymouth.
10 6-pound Cannon and Carriages at do.
11 Swivel Guns and 1 Cohorn.

The Brig's Spritsail Topsails.
30 Hammocks.

2 bolts Duck.
2 Studding-sails.
2 barrels Powder.

CAPTAIN JOHN CLOUSTON.

In Council, September 3, 1776,

Read and Ordered, That William Watson, Esquire, be
and he is hereby directed to deliver Jerathmed Bowers
the above articles out of the armed brig called ,the Rising
Empire, - Welden, Commander, which was ordered to
be hauled up by a resolve of the General Court, passed the
31st August last. SAMUELADAMS,Secretary.

Boston, September 1, 1776.

TO CARPENTERS' STORES FOR THE SLOOP FREEDOM.

To 100 feet of oak Plank, 2-inc.h.
To 200 feet 2-inch pine Plank.
To 60 feet 4-inch Plank, oak.
To 50 weight Spikes, 6 inches long.
To 28 pounds of Deck Nails.
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o 1000 rawmg al s.
To 1000 Shingle Nails.
To 1000 Clap-Board Nails.
To 10 pounds Pump Leather. 2000 Pump Nails.
To Jack Plane. To one Smoothing Plane.
To 100 feet pine Boards.
To 2 hhds. Rum.
To 2 bolts Duck.
Watersail and Ringsail, and Gafftopsail, and Topmast

Steeringsail. Brig at Plymouth.
To 4 double Blocks, Iron Pins and Brass Cogs.
To sundry Hooks and Thimbles, and Bolts for deck 'and

ring.
To 1 Yawl .7 feet; 1 Iron hearth, aboard tte Brig at

Plymouth.
To 2 tons of broken Cannon for baJlast.
To 1 Anchor, about 200 pounds weight, for Hawser of 6

inches.
To 1 Iron grappling, aboard the Brig.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNC'lL TO COLONEL AARON WILLARD.

You are hereby directed and commanded to repair imme-
diately to the heights of Dorchester, and there make strict
inquiry what number of men and officers are there, who
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were inlisted for the Northern or Canada department, and
to form one complete company out of those men, to be under
the command of Captain John Wentworth; and you are
to make report to the Council as soon as possible.

By order of the major part of the Council.
To Colonel Aaron Willard.

DECREE OF A COURT-MARTIAL ON LIEUTENANT MARSHALL.

. New-Castle,September4,1776.
At a General Court-Martial, ordered to be held this day,

to try all Prisoners that shall be brought before them.
Major MOONEY,President.

MEMBERS:

Captain Dearing, Lieutenant Cooper,
Captain Hodgdon, Lieutenant .White,
Captain"Brown, Lieutenant Tanverin,
Lieutenant Worthen, Ensign Leighton,
Lieutenant Perkins, Ensign Bell,
Lieutenant Aikens, Ensign Peevy.

THos. BOWLER,Judge Advocate.
Lieutenant Andrew Marshall, belonging to Captain Dan-

iel's Company, confined by Capt. Daniel for disobedience
of orders, for not going to Great-Island with a party of men
ordered this duty on the Grand Parade at New-Castle, he,
the said Marshall, said he would not go without his Captain
went with his company. Furthermore, he said, on Satur-
day last, 31st August, that he, the said Marshall, had done
the Captain's duty in exercising the men for some months
past.

September 2, 1776.

The Prisoner, being brought into Court, pleaded Not
Guilty. The evidences being duly sworn:

Evidences: William Simpson, Benjamin Dam; Sergeant
Langley, Samuel Banfield..

Sergeant Langley testified that Lieutenant Marshall told
his Captain he would not go with the company, without he,
said Captain Daniel, went with him, but he was willing to
go his proper turn. The other evidences agree to the same
purport.

The Prisoner's Defence: Lieutenant Marshall says he
thought he had no right to go or obey in that point out of
his turn. .

The Court having duly considered of the offence, are of
opinion that the Prisoner is guilty of a breach of the 18th
Article of the Rules and Orders of the Continental Army,
and sentenced that the Prisoner be discharged from service.

HERCULES MOONEY,President.

September 4, 1776.

The Commanding Officer having considered the nature
of the within crime and evidence produced, as well as the
result of the Court, fully agree with the same, and ordered
the within named Andrew Marshall to be immediately dis-
charged from the service. DAVID GILMAN, Colonel.

The Court having no further Prisoners laid before them,
is dissolved.

And accordingly is dissolved.
HERCULESMOONEY,President.

LIEUTENANT MARSHALL'S PETITION.

To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives
of the State of NEW-HAMPSHIRE,in General Court
(1ssembled:
The Remonstrance and Petition of Andrew Marshall, First

Lieutenant of the Second Matross Company, in the service
of said Stafe, humbly showeth, that when he had the honour
of receiving his commission, he accepted of the same with
a firmand steadfast resolution to exert himself to the utmost,
that he might with honour to himself and faithfulness to his
country, discharge the trust reposed in him. That he had
spared no pains in exercising and disciplining the men in
the company, and this without the least assistance or encour-
agement from his Captain, who never directly or indirectly
conformed with the company in this respect-imposing the
arduous and difficult task wholly on his officers, all which
he is ready to verify; that he cheerfully complied with
every order and command of duty, both within Fort Sulli-

van and elsewhere, until Monday, the 2d instant. When he
had for a long time daily attended the company from Fort
Sullivan to New- Castle, to exercise with Colonel Gilman's
Regiment, that he remonstrated to Colonel Gilman that his
duty was hard and unequal in being obliged to take the
command of Captain Daniel's company every day, and
that he, the said Captain, should be wholIy excused; and
that he informed Colonel Gilman that he was heartily
willing to attend the company every day if his Captain
would take the command thereof, or that he would eqQally
divide the tour of duty with the officers of the company.
That Colonel Gilman paid no attention to his complaints,
but still persisted with Captain Daniel in overcharging
your petitioner with unreasonable duty and fatigue. That
your petitioner refusing to lead the company to New- Castle,
when he humbly conceived that the Captain ought to have
attended, he was arrested, a Court-Martial appointed,
and your petitioner tried and most disgracefully discharged
from the service. That as your petitioner has never been
behindhand with any officer in his duty, and .is ever ready
and willing to sacrifice the last drop of blood for the defence
of his country, he therefore humbly prays that the honour-
able Court would take the matter into consideration, and
grant him are-hearing beforeyour Honours, that he may have
that justice done him which he now thinks himself unreason-
ably deprived of.

Your humble servant,
September 6, 1776.

ANDREW MARSHALL.

. State of' New.Hampshire, ~In the House of Representatives, Sept. 6, 1776. 5
The above Petition being read, Voted, That the Petitioner

be heard thereon, Tuesday next, at three o'clock, afternoon,
and that the said Marshall serve Colonel David Gilman,
Captain Eb:phalet Daniel, and Major Hercules Mooney,
with the substance of the petition and this order thereon, by
reading the same to the said Captain Daniel and Major
Mooney, and delivering a copy thereof to the said Colonel
Gilman, that they or any of them may appear on said day
before this House, to answer to the said petition, and to show
cause why the said officers have dismissed him from his post.

SAMUELCUTTS,Speaker pro tem.
Sent up for concurrence.
In Council, eodem die, read and concurred.

E. THOMPSON,Secretary.

VOTE FOR DISMISSING LIEUTENANT MARSHALL.

In the House of Representatives, September 10, 1776.

The House taking into consideration the Petition and
Remonstrance of Andrew Marshall, respecting his having
unreasonable duty and fatigue imposed upon him by Colonel
David Gilman and Captain Elipltalet Daniel, and respect-
in~ his being disgracefulIy discharged from the service as
FIrst Lieutenant of the Second Matross Company, by the
judgment of a Court-Martial, being read, and the matter
fully debated, and duly considered,

Voted, That this House approve of the judgment and
decree of the said Court-Martial, and of Colonel Gilman's
order thereon, for discharging the said Andrew Marshall
from the said service.

Sent up for concurrence.
SAMUELCUTTS,Speaker pro tem.

In Council, eodem die, read and concurred.
E. THOMPSON,Secretary.

LIEUTENANT MARSHALL'S PETITION.

To the Honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives of the Colony of NEW-HAMPSHIRE,in General As-
sembly convened, humbly shows:
Andrew Marshall, late First Lieutenant of the company

of Matrosses, of which Eliphalet Daniel is Captain, in the
service of said Colony, that he was by the said Captain
lately accused of a breach of orders, for which he was tried
by a General Court-Martial and sentenced to be broke. That
at the time of disobeying the said orders he thought his con-
duct therein justifiable, but is now fully convinced to the
contrary. That he is heartily sorry for his misbehaviour
and bad conduct, and as it was his first transgression of the
rules of military discipline, he humbly prays your Honours to
take his case under your mild consideration, and that you
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will pardon his crime and restore him to his said station in
the said company. .

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
ANDREW MARSHALL.

September 10, 1776.

State of New.Hampshire, l
In the House of Representatives, Sept. II, 1776. 5

The above Petition being read and considered,
Voted, That the prayer thereof be granted, and that the

petitioner be restored to his office.
Sent up for concurrence.

SAMUELCUTTS, Speaker pro tem.

In Council, September 19, 1776, read and concurred.
E. THOMPSON,Secretary.

SIR .TOHN HART, CONSUL-GENERAL AT LISBON, TO THE MAYOR

OF BRISTOL.

Lisbon, September 5, 1776.

SIR: I think it proper to acquaint you that a North
American privateer sloop is now cruising on the c?asts of
this Kingdom. She has already taken on the 1st Instant,
at a few leagues N. W. of Cape St. Vincent's, the brig~n-
tine Mary and James, of London, last fr~m F?lmo,,!,th,wlt.h
a rich cargo and sent away the Captam, wIth SIXof hIs
men who la~ded at SetuMl, and bring this account. They
lear~ed, further, fi'Omthe privateer's people, that four other
American privateers were now at sea between the Western
Islands and Portugal; that she had already made on these
coasts five other prizes, and proposed, with a rashness that
wi11not, I trust, go unpunished, to b'y a cruise on the Medi-
terranean coasts of Spain.

I send you this advice to the end you ?1ay take the ?~st
precautions in your power for the security of the Bntzsh
trade within your jurisdiction; and am, sir, your most hum-
ble and obedient servant, JOHNHART.
To the Right-Worshipful Thomas Farr, Esq., Mayor of

Bristol.
P. S. It appears by express just received from Algarve,

that of the masters of the vessels taken, three of them put
on shore at Algarve prove to be as follows: Grego~y Pot-
bury, of the brig Sarah Anna, from Ereter, for .Gtbraltar
and Malaga; William Carter, of the snow Lwely, from
Chester for Genoa; William Davis, of the brig Good In-
tent fro~1 Newcastle, for Gibraltar. The Guinea vessel
blo~n up was the Africa, of Bristol, Captain Baker.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN FIDDEMAN.
[No. 168.] Annapolis,September5, 1776.

SIR: As your Lieutenant, Mr. Downes, informs the Coun-
cil that the arms of your company want a good many re-
pairs we would have you halt at Chestertown until you can
get ;hem done. Mr. Winters and Mr. &bert Read are
employed to repair guns for the Province.

Weare, &c.

To Captain Fiddeman.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COL. IIOLLINGsWOR'1'H.
[No. 169.] Annapolis,Sept~mber5, 1776.

SIR: This will be handed you by Captain Watkins,
whom we desire you will supply with what blankets he
wants for his company. We request you will, if possible,
get enough for him.

We are, &c.

To Colonel Henry Hollingsworth.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THOMAS STONE.
[No. 170,] Annapolis, September5, 1776.

SIR: This will be delivered to you by Captain Watkins,
whose company is in a very bad situation for clothes, which
cannot be procured on any terms in this Province. We
must, therefore, beg that you will use your utmost endea-
vours to procure them for them at Philadelphia; but if the
making of them up will take up too much time, they may
be made up and sent to camp.

Weare, &c.

To Thomas Stone, Esquire.
FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II.

COLONEL EWING TO MARYLAND COUNCIL 01' SAFETY.

Baltimore, September 5, 1776.

HONOUREDSIRs: As J am just going for Philadelphia,
have thought proper to advise you that I h~ve order,ed my
clerk, Mr. Robert Porteous, to settle my accounts wIth the
Province, and to pay to Mr. Jared Hopkins t,he bala?ce of
what money is in my hands, all but £25, whIch I will ~e-
serve of the Province money in my hands for small contlD-
gent expenses I may incur. As Mr. Porteolls is my cash-
keeper and knows the amount, he can with propriety prove
the account since the last settlement.

I am, with due respect, honoured sirs) your most obedient,
humble sen'ant, THOS. EWING.
To the Hon. Council of Safety, of Maryland.

MR. WITHERSPOON'S SPEECH IN CONGRESS, ON THE CONFER-

ENCE PROPOSED BY LORD HOWE.

Mr. PRESIDENT: The subject we are now upon is felt
and confessed by LISall to be of the utmost. consequence,
and perhaps I may also say, of delicacy and difficulty. I
have not been accustomed in such cases to make solemn
professions of impartiality, and shall not do it now, because
I will not suppose that there are any suspicions to the con-
trary in the minds of those who hear me. Besides, the
variety of opinions that have been formed and delivered
upon it, seem to prove that we are giving our own proper
Judgment without prejudice or influence, which I hope will
lead to the discovery of what is most wise and expedient
upon the whole.

As the deliberation arises from a message sent to us by
Lord Howe, at least by his permission, I think it is of im-
portance to attend with greater exactness to all the circum-
stanCesof that message than has been done by any gentleman
who has yet spoken on the subject. It comes from the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the forces of the King of Great Britain,
and one who is said to carry a commission to give peace to
America.

From the conduct of the Ministry at home, from the acts
of Parliament, and from Lord Howe's proclamation in con-
formity to both, it is plain that absolute, unconditional sub-
mission is what they require us to agree to, or mean to force
us to. And from the most authentick private intelligence,
the King has not laid aside his personal rancour ; it is rather
increasing every day. In these circumstances Lord Howe
has evidently a great desire to engage us in a treaty; and
yet he has constantly avoided giving up the least punctilio
on his side. He could never be induced to give General
Washington his title. He plainly tells us he cannot treat
with Congress as such; but he has allowed a prisoner of
war to come and tell us he would be glad to see us as pri-
vate gentlemen.

It has been said that this is no insult or disgrace to the
Congress; that the point of honour is hard to be got over in.
making the first advances. This, sir, is mistaking the matter
wholly. He has got over this point of honour; he has
made the first overtures; he has told General 1fTashington,
by Colonel Plltnam, that he wished that message to be con-
sidered as making the first step. His renewed attempts by
Lord Dmmmond, and now by General Sullivan, point orit
to all the world that he has made the first step. It will,
doubtless, be related at home; and I am of opinion it is
already written and boasted of to the Ministry at home that
he has taken such a part. Therefore any evil or conde-
scension that can attend seeking peace first, has been sub-
mitted to by him. Yet has he uniformly avoided any
circumstance that can imply that we are anything else but
subjects of the King of Gr~at Britain in rebellion. Such
a message as this, if in any degree inte~ded as respectful to
us, ought to have been secret; yet has It been open as the
day. In short, such a message was unnecessary; for if he
meant only to communicate his mind to the Congress by
private gentlemen, he might have done that many ways,
and it needed not to have been known either to the publick
or the Congress till these private gentlemen came here on
purpose to reveal it. These, then, are the circumstances
which attend this message as it is now before us: and the
question is, shall we comply with it in any degree or not?
Let us ask what benefit shall be derived from it? There is
none yet shown to be possible. It has been admitted by

12
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every person without exception who has spoke, that we are
not to admit a thought of giving up the independence we
have so lately declared; and by the greatest part, if not the
whole, that there is not the least reason to expect that any
correspondence we can have with him will tend to peace.
Yet I think in tbe beginning of the debate such reasonings
were used as seemed to me only to conclude that we should
grasp at it as a means of peace. We were told that it was
easy forus to boast or be valiant here, but that our armies were
running away before their enemies. I never loved boasting,
neither here nor anywhere else. I look upon it as almost
a certain forerunner of disgrace. I found my hope of suc-
cess in this cause, not in the valour of Americans or the
cowardice of Britons, but upon the justice of the cause, and
still more upon the nature of things. Britain has first
injured and inflamed America to the highest degree, and
now attempts, at the distance of three thousand miles, to
carryon war with this whole country, and force it to abso-
lute submission. If we take the whole events of the war
since it commenced, we shall rather wonder at the uniformity
of our success than be surprised at some cross events. We
have seen bravery as well as cowardice in this country, and
there are no consequences of either that are probable, that
can be worth mentioning as ascertaining the event of the
contest.

Lord Howe speaks of a decisive blow not being yet struck,
as if this cause depended upon one battle, which could not
be avoided. Sir, this is a prodigiousmistake. Wx may fight
no battle at all for a long time, or we may Jose some battles,
as was the case with the British themselvesin the Scotch
rebellion of 1745, and the cause notwithstanding be the same.
I wish it were considered, that neither loss nor disgrace worth
mentioning has befallen us in the late engagement, nor com-
parable to what the British troops have often suffered. At
the battle of Preston, sir, they broke to pieces and ran away
like sheep, before a few Highlanders. I myself saw them
do the same thing at Falkirk, with very little difference-a
small part only of the army making a stand, and in a few
hours the whole retreating with precipitation before their ene-
mies. Did that make any difference in the cause? Not in
the least-so long as the body of the nation were determ-
ined, on principle, against the rebels. Nor would it have
made any other difference, but in time, though they had got
possession of London, which they might have easily done
if they had understood their business; for the Militia in
England there gathered together, behaved fifty times worse
than that of America has done lately. They generally dis-
banded and run off as soon as the rebels came within ten 01'
twenty miles of them. In short, sir, from anything that has
happened, I see not the least reason for our attending to this
delusive message. On the contrary, I think it is the very
worst time that could be chosen for us, as it will be looked
upon as the effect of fear, and diffuse the same spirit in some
degree through different ranks of men.

The improbability of anything arising from this confer-
ence, leading to ajust and honourable peace, might be shown
by arguments too numerous to be even so much as named.
But what I shall mention only is, that we are absolutely
certain, from every circumstance, from all the proceedings
at home, and Lord Howe's own explicit declaration in his
letter to Dr. Franklin, that he never will acknowledge the
independence of the American States.

I observed that one or two members said, in objection to
the report of the Board of War, that it was like a begging
of a question, and making a preliminary of the whole sub-
ject in debate. Alas, sir, this is a prodigious mistake. It
was not only not the whole, but it was properly no subject
of debate at all, till within these three months. We were
contending for the restoration of certain privileges under
the Government of Great Britain, and we were praying for
re-union with her. But in the beginning of July, with the
universal approbation of all the States now united, we re-
nounced this connection, and declared ourselves free and
independent. Shall we bring this into question again? Is
it not a preliminary? has it not been declared a preliminary
by many gentlemen, who have yet given their opinion for
a conference, while they have said they were determined
on no account and on no condition to give up our indepen-
dence? It is then a necessary preliminary-and it is quite
a different thing from any punctilios of ceremony. If
France and England were at war, and they were both

desirous of peace, there might be some little difficulty as to
who should make the first proposals; but if one of them
should claim the other as they did long ago as a vassal or
dependent s~bject, and should signify a desire to converse
with the other, or some deputed by him, and propose him
many privileges, so as to make him even better than before,
I desire 'to know how such a proposal would be received?
If we had been for ages an independent Republic, we should
feel this argument with all its force. That we do not feel
it, shows that we have not yet acquired the whole ideas and
habits of independence: from which I only infer, that every
step taken in a correspondence as now proposed, will be a
virtual or partial renunciation of that dignity so lately ac-
quired.

I beg you would observe, sir, that Lord Howe himself
was fully sensible tbat the Declaration of Independence
precluded any treaty, in the character in which he appeared;
as be is said to have lamented that he had not arrived ten
days sooner-before that declaration was made. Hence it
appears, that entering into any correspondence with him in
the manner now proposed, is actually giving up, or at least
subjecting to a new consideration, the independence which
we have deelared. If I may be allowed to say it without
offence, it seems to me that some members have unawares
admitted this, though they are not sensible of it; for when
they say that it is refusing to treat, unless the whole be
granted us, they must mean that some part of that whole
must be left to be discussed and obtained, or yielded, by
the treaty.

But, sir, many members of this House have either
yielded, or at least supposed, that no desirable peace, or no
real good, could be finally expected from this correspond-
ence, which is wished to be set on foot; but they have
considered it as necessary in the eye of the publick, to satisfy
them that we are always ready to hear anything that
will restore peace to the country. In this view it is con-
sidered as a sort of trial of skill between Lord Howe and
us, in the political art. As I do truly beliB\'e, that many
members of this House are determined by this circumstance,
I shall consider it with some attention. With this view it
will be necessary to distinguish the publick in America into
three great classes: 1. The Tories, our secret enemies.
2. The Whigs, the friends of independence, our sincere and
hearty supporters. 3. The Army, who must fight for us.

As to the first of them, I readily admit that they are
earnest for our treating. They are exulting in the prospect
of it; they are spreading innumerable lies to forward it.
They are treating the Whigs already with insult and inso-
lence upon it. It has brought them from their lurking
holes; they have taken liberty to say things in consequence
of it, which they durst not have said before. In one word,
if we set this negotiation on foot, it will give new force and
vigour to all their seditious machinations. But, sir, shall
their devices have any influence upon us at all? If they
have at all, it should be to make us suspect that side of the
question which they embrace. In cases where the expe-
diencyof a measure is doubtful, if I had an opportunity of
knowing what my enemies wished me to do, I would not
be easily induced to follow their advice.

As to the Whigs and friends of independence, I am well
persuaded that multitudes of them are already clear in their
minds, that the conference should be utterly rejected; and
to those who are in doubt about its nature, nothing more

.will be requisite than a clear and full information of the
state of the case, which I hope will be granted them.

As to the Army, I cannot help being of opinion, that
nothing will more effectually deaden the operations of war,
than what is proposed. We do not ourselves expect any
benefit from it, but they will. And they will possibly im-
pute our conduct to fear and jea10usy as to the issue of the
cause; which wiJl add to their present little discourage-
ment, and produce a timorous and despondent spirit.

War Office, Philadelphia, September 5,1776.

Congress having directed the Board of War" to call in
the several recruiting parties of the German Battalion, and
that they have them formed and armed with all possible
expedition and forwarded to New- York, taking measures
and giving proper directions to have the battalion recruited
to the full complement as soon as the same can be done,"
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the officers of the said battalion are hereby enjoined im-
mediately to repair with their men to the City of Phila-
delphia, that the Board may take the necessary steps to
fulfill the directions of Congress.

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

UNIFORM OF NAVY AND MARINE OFFICERS.

In Marine Committee, Philadelphia, September 5,1776.

Resolved, That the Uniform of the Officers of the Navy
in the United States be as follows:

Captains: Blue cloth with red lappels, slash cuff, stand-
up collar, flat yellow buttons, blue breeches, red waistcoat
with narrow lace.

Lieutenants: Blue with red lappels, a round cuff faced,
stand-up collar, yellow buttons, blue breeches, red waistcoat,
plain.

Master: Blue with lappels, round cuff, blue breeches,
and red waistcoat.

JJfidshipmen: Blue lappelled coat, a round cuff faced
with red, stand-up collar, with red .at the button and but-
ton hole, blue breeches, and red waIstcoat.

UNIFORM OF THE MARINE OFFICERS.

A green coat faced with white, round cuff, slashed sleeves
and pockets, with buttons round the cuff, silver epaule!te on
the right shoulder, skirts turned back, buttons to SUIt the
facings.

White waistcoat, and breeches, edged with green, black
gaiters and garters.

Green shirts for the men, if they can be procured.
Extract from the Minutes:

JOHN BROWN, Secretary.

CAPTAIN GORDON (PRISONER) TO THE COMMITTEE OF LAN-
CASTER, PENNSYLVANIA.

Yorktown, September 5,1776.

SIR: The Committee of this place having been pleased
to grant permission for Thomas Deaken, of the Twenty-si~th
Regiment, to come over here as my servant, your ~rocun~g
him a pass for that purpose as soon as convement, will
oblige,

Sir, you very humble servant,
A. GORDON,Captain, 26th Regiment.

In Committee ofInspecLion for the County of York, ~
September4, 1776. 5

On motion of Captain Gordon, prisoner of war here,
that a boy named Thomas Deaken, of the Twenty-sixth
ReO"iment,a prisoner in the Borough of Lancaster, be per-
mit~ed to move here and reside with the Captain:

Granted, by order of the Committee:
THOS. ARMOR, Chairman.

DISCHARGE OF PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATORS.

Amboy, September 5, 1776.

The first and third divisions of Artillery of the Philadelphia
Associators having served with cheerfulness and alacrity at
tbis post, and otherwise discharged their duty as good sol-
diers, from the time of the first march of the troops from
Philadelphia, are hereby regularly discharged from their
present station at Amboy, and to return to their families,
with my hearty thanks in behalf of the publick.

DANIEL ROBERDEAU, Brigadier-General.

To Samuel M'1fflin,Esq., Colonel of the train of Artil\ery
at Philadelphia.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL ~fERCER.

New-York, September 5, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have been favoured with your two letters
of the 3d instant, and observe what you have done in con-
sequence of my instructions. .When I wrote for troops to
be sent to the post opposite Mount- Washington, I did not
imagine you would have so many to spare.. About a thou-
sand under General Ewing, in addition to those already at
the post, I think will be fuHy competent to its defence and
such works as may be necessary to erect, and will also be

sufficient to carry them on. More, I conceive, will be
unnecessary, and may be better employed elsewhere.

I am, dear sir, &c., Go. WASHtNGTON.
To Brigadier-General Mercer, New-Jersey.

P. S. You will be pleased to keep in view the matter I
mentioned to you about Staten-Island; esteeming ~diver-
sion there, if it can be effected, will be of great serVice.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASflINGTON.

New-York Island, September 5,1776.

DEARSIR: The critical situation which the army is in,
will, I hope, sufficiently apologize for my troubling your
Excellency with this letter. The sentiments are dictated,
I am sure, by an honest mind-a mind which feels deeply
interested in the salvation of this country, and for the honour
and reputation of the General under whom he serves.

The object under consideration is, whether a general and
speedy retreat from this Island is necessary or not. To me
it appears the only eligible plan to oppose the enemy suc-
cessfully, and secure ourselves from disgrace. I think we
have no object on this side of King's Bridge. Our troops
are now so scattered, that one part may be cut off before
the others can come to their support. In this situation,
suppose the enemy should run up the North River several
ships of force and a number of transports at the same time,
and effect a landing between the town and middle division
of the army; another party from Long-Island should land
right 'opposite; these two parties form a line across the
Island, and entrench themselves. The two flanks of this
line could be easily supported by the shipping; the centre
fortified with the redoubts, would render it very difficult if
not impossible to cut our way through.

At the time the enemy are executing this movement or
manreuvre, they will be able to make sufficient diversions,
if not real lodgments, to render it impossible for the centre
and upper divisions.of the army to afford any assistance
here. Should this event take place (and by the by, I don't
think it very improbable,) your Excellency will be reduced
to that situation which every prudent General would wish
to avoid-that is, of being obliged to fight the enemy to a
disadvantage, or submit. _

It has been agreed that the city of New- York \\::ouldnot
be tenable if the enemy got possession of Long-Island and
Governour's Island. They are now in possession of both
these places. Notwithstanding, I think we might hold it
for some time, but the annoyance must be so great as to
render it an unfit place to quarter troops in. If we should
hold it, we must hold it to a great disadvantage.

The City and Island of New- York are no ohjects for us;
we are not to bring them into competition with the general
interests of America. Part of the army already has met
with a defeat; the country is struck with a panick; any
capital loss at this time may ruin the cau.se, 'Tis our busi-
ness to study to avoid any considerable misfortune, and to
take post where the enemy will be obliged to fight us, and
not we them, The s~CfiQceof the vast property of New-
York and the suburbs, I hope has no influence upon your
Excellency's measures. Remember the King of France.
When Charlf;s the Fifth, Emperor of Germany, invaded his
Kingdom, he laid whole Provinces waste; and by that
policy he starved and ruined Charles's army, and defeated
him without lighting a battle. Two-thirds of the property
of the city of New- York and the suburbs belongs to th~
Tories. We have no very great reason to run any consider~
able risk for its defence. If we attempt to hold the city
and Island, and should not be able finally, we shall be wast.
ing time unnecessarily and betray a defect of judgment, if
no worse misfortune attend it.

. I give it as my opinion, that a general and speedy retreat
ISabsolutely necessary, and that the honour and intere"itof
America require it. I would burn the city and suburbs
and. that for th~ following reasons: If the enemy gets pas:
sessIon of the CIty,we never can recover the possessionwith..
out a superioUl'~aval force to t.heirs; i.twill deprive the enemy
of ?n opportunIty of barrackmg theIr whole army together,
w~llch, If.they could do, would be a very great seourity. It
wlll deprIVe them of a general market; the price of things
would prove a te~pt~tion. to ou~ pe?ple to supply them for
the sake of the gaIll, In direct vlolatjQOof tbe laws of their
country.

...
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All these advantages would result from the destruction of
the city, and not one benefit can arise to us from its preser-
vation, that I can conceive of. lf the city once gets into
the enemy's hands, it will be at their mercy either to save
or destroy it, after they have made what use of it they think
proper.

At the retreat, I would order the army to take post at
King's Bridge, and post. along TVestchestershore, where
barracks may be procured for that part of the army that are
without tents. I must confess I am too ignorant of the
ground to form much judgment about posting the troops.
Your Excelhmcy's superiour judgment, formed from your
own observation upon the ground, will enable you to make
a much better disposition than I can conceive of.

lf my zeal has led me to say more than I ought, I hope
my good intentions may atone for the offence.

I shaUon]y add that these sentiments are oat dictated from
fear, nor from any' apprehen:;;io!1sof personal danger ; but
,are the result of a coo] and deliberate survey of our situa-
tion and thenecess.ary measures to extricate us from olJr
present difficulties. I have said nothing at all about
the temper and disposition of the troops,andtheirappre-
hensions about being sold. This is a strong intimation that
it will be difficult to get such troops tobehavewith proper
spirit in time of action, if we should be attac;ked.
.

Should your Excellency agree with me with respect to
the two first points, that is, that a speedy and genera] retreat
is necessary, and also, that the city and suburbs should be
burned, I would advise to call a general cOl!ncilupon that
question, and take every genera] officer's opinion upon it.

I am, with due respect, your Excellency's most obedient
hl!mbleservant, N.G.REENE.
To His Excellency Gen. Washington, King's Bridge.

CLEMENT BIDDLE ,TO .GENERAL HEA'J,'JI.

Fort WI1~hi,ngton, Septel;Ilber 5, 1776.

SIR: Having received orders from Brigadier-General
It/ercer to provide a considerable number pf wagons in the
State of New-Jersey, to be sent to Burdelfs Ferry, opposite
this place, I had pressed near three hundred wagons,
about one half of which had arrived at the Ferry last night.
His Excl;JlIl;JOcyGl;JneralWashington ordered a number of
them to be discharged, and a part to be sent over to this
place. I ,have tJ.:ie~:Ito procure craft on the Jersey shore,
but find nooe suitable for. the purpose of passing them, but
,imagine some may be had on thisuside. tbe. river; and as I
am under a necessity of repairing to Amboy I beg you will
be pleased to give such orders, therein, as you may think neces-
sary.

I have wrote to Cc;>lc;>nelMoylan and ColoneL Reed, and
expect!lnswersJrpJ.n th!:lm b!:lfore I leqve tbis.

I have the hOI\ourto be, very respectfully, your most
obedient, humble servant,

CLEMENT BIDDLE,
D. Q. M. General Flying- Camp, Sfc.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath, King's Bridge.

GENERAL PARSONS TO GENERAL HEATH.

September 5, 1776.

SIR: As the machine designed to attempt blowing up the
enemy's ships, is to be transported from the East to the
North River, where a small vessel will be wanted to receive
it, I wish you to order one for that purpose. As all things
are now ready to make the experiment, I wish it may not
be delayed. Though the event is uncertain, the experiment
under our present circumstances is certainly worth trying.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
SAM'L H. PARSONS.

To Major-General Heath, at King's Bridge.

ABRAHAM YATES, JUN., TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
.

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New-York , {
Fish-KiJ/, September 5, 1776. 5

SIR: I am directed by the Convention of this State to
transmit to your Excellency a copy of a resolution which
they entreat may be carried intoex!:Icution whh aJl possible
despatch.

It is with extreme concern that we find ourselves under
the disagreeable necessity of having recourse to this unhappy
but necessary expedient, or of troubling your Excellency
with a commission of this nature. 'But the critical situation
of this State, the total want of brass field-pieces, and our
inability to ha\"e this resolvee_xecuted by the Committee of
the city of New- York, on account of their absence from the
city, reduces us to the' present dilemma, either of adopting
this measure, or of neglecting the publick safety.

They therefore trust that your Excellency's zeal for the
publick service will induce you to pardon the liberty they
take of troubling you on this occasion.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-
lency's obedient, humble servant,

By order: ABM. YATES, JUN., President.

To His Excellency General Washington.

In Convention of the Representa
.

t
.

ives of the Stl1teof New-Y 9r1r, ~
Fish-Kill, September5, 1776. 5

Whereas the King of Great Britain is studiou:;;]yendeav-
ouring by every means which artifice and lawless power
can devise, to deprive the inhabitants of the United States
of America of Ammunition, Cannon, and every warlike
store, in order that they may fall ,a more easy prey to his
tyrannical purposes, which cowardly designs have unhappily
so far succeeded that this State is now distressed for the
want of sufficient Arms to resist the powerful and unnatural
enemy by whom they are now invaded:

And whereas the duty which the Represeptatives of a
free people owe both to God and their country obliges them
to make every possible exertion to procure Arms and Ammu-
nition, in order to defend their rights and liberties, which are
derived from the Supreme Being, and which posterity have
right to claim as an unencumbered inheritance:

Resolved unanimously, therefore, That his Excellency
General Washington, be requested and authorized to cause
all the Bells in the different Churches and public edifices,
in the City of New- YL'rk to be taken down, and removed
to New-Ark, in New-Jersey, with all possible despatch; that
the fortune of war may not throw the same into the handg
of our enemy, and deprive this State, at this critical period,
of that necessary though unfortunate resource for supplying
our want of Cannon.

Extract from the Minutes:
JOHNMcKESSON,Secretary.

H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Schenectady, September 5,1776.

DEARSIR: I this day received a letter from Mr. Lansing,
wherein I find the General is desirous to know if I have
advanced any money on accollnt to the batteau-men. This
acquaints you I have given none to any of the batteau-men
on any account whatever. :Mr. Van E;pps showed me a
roll of his company, and I saw he had credit for £ 100
received from the General. I would be glad to know if the
smiths must continue any longer than this week to make
spikes.

I am, your most obedient, humble servant,
H. GLEN.

To Major-General Schuyler, Albany.

H. GLEN TO CAPTAIN DICKERSON.

Schenectady, September 5,1776.

SIR: I yesterday saw a letter you wrote to Captain Ernst
Van Epps of the batteau-men, wherein lfind your company
is intended for Fort Schuyler, formerly Fort Stanwix, and
that you had five loads of baggage. General Schuyler has
this day thought proper to discharge Van Epps's company,
as there was no more occasion for three companies of batteau-
men. I now send two empty batteaus to Major Fonda on
purpose to take in your baggage: the two boats will take
six ]oads

.

. I must therefore request of Captain Dickersrm
to have his baggage at Major Fonda's 00 Sunday evening,
or Monday morning. After the wagoners have delivered
their loadingat Major Fonda's, Captain Dickerson will give
them a certific,atefor the time employed, on me for paymept.

I am your most humble servant, H. GLEN.
To Captain Dickerson, Johnstown.
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JI. !>LE:N '1'0 W AI/rf'J;t IVmGSTON.

Sch~n~ctady, Scpl~!I1ber 5, 177:6.

SIP: Mr. Abraham Fonda has seventy barrels of flour,
but will not let me have it at the present price of 16s., but
insists as the price shall be the 5th of October next; as such,
would be glad to have your sentiments.. I would like to
take Fonda at his word, as the batteaus are here lying idle,
and the batteau-men are already victualled for the trip. I
shall expect your answer by the bearer this evening.

I am, sir, yours, &c., H. GLEN.
To .Walter L.ivi~gston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-GeneJ:~I,

.Albany.

GENERAL WATERBURY TO GENERAL GATES.

~kene8!iorough, September 5, 1776.

DEAR G.E~EltAL: J WQ\.11d.acquaint you the carpenters
are going off, and they are ;\l1.desirOl,IS to ~ell ~h~irtwls, and
I have no proper person here to receive\hI;:W; and I don't
imagine we shall want them, as there is a great part of them
alr~!\dy discharged. The Rlwde-Ishmd carpenters are aU
discharged, but two, that ever arrived, and the whole of the
twIs belonging to the company are here, and I think it F~lUld
be proper that SOmecare should be t;\ken Qfthem, as nO
offi(1ernever c"me forward; but shall wait for your direcriOQ!:!.

I remain, dear sir, your Honour's \TIostobedient, humble
servant, :O,AVII;>WA,TERBVRY,JR.
To'Major-General GATES.

P. S. I have received one hundred and eighty-one more
felling-axes, and the reason of my not sending them forward
is by reason of the carn;len's leaving the .helves fifteen mile!)
back. Lbavesent fQrthe helves, and as soon,as they arrive,
I w~Uimmediately forward the a'J!ies.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Tyonderoga, September 5, 1776.
. ..

DEARGENERA.L: Your favour of the 1st and 2d I had
the pleasure to receive yesterday morning by express. The
great and awful event which you mention to have happened
last wednesday se'n-night at New- York, fills our minds
with anxious expectation to have the particulars confirmed
by authority. I am confident when those arrive, you will
not lose a minute in forwarding them toTy.

All the carpenters I could procure out of the troops to
assist the shipbuilders at Skenesborough, have been sent
there above a week ago. By one of the master carpenters
who carne here Monday night, I am informed it wiU I)ot be
possible for them to finish more than one galley, after those
now on the stocks are lalH1ched; and to do tbis, they must
put aU the healthy men they have into one gang, and dis-
charge the rest. If you think you can immediately despatch
as many ship carpenters from Albany as will enable those at
Skenesboroughto do more, you will send directions~qcord-
ingly to General Waterbury.

Yesterday I received a letter from General Arnold, dated
from Willsborough, 2d September. He acquaints me he
left B'!ttton-fttlould ,Bay, and arrived at Willsborough the
1st September, at night. Before he passed the Split-Rack,
he saw the Lee and a gondola heave in sight-they left
Ty on Monday. The Geperal/i.lrther adds, "we are now
under sail with a fresh southerly breeze, and expect to be
at Isle-aux- Tetes before night."

I am pleased to find so much attention is beginning to be
paid to the Northern army. I have ordered 1\11'.Winslow
to write to Mr. Trumbull for half of the half-million of dollars
you mention to have arrived from Congress.

I have acquainted Mr. Avery with the paragraph in your
letter relative to him. He has my order to answer it. I
wish the precise line Mr. Livingston and Mr. Avery are to
walk, was Once settled. In the state things are in, there
will be eternal cont(.Jution. If the army is well served, I
am well satisfied, let who will serve it.

As theHeet is large and mounts a great number of cannon,
and the body of troops here very considerable, it is imme-
diately necessary that fifteen tons of powder, ten of lead,
with flints and cartridge paper in proportion, should be sent
to .this post.

You mention nothing in your two last letters of the
enemy's attempting to penetrate by the ftlohawk Hiver. I

therefore 90nclude your Indian news was false. I, how-
ever, ordered General Waterbury to send all the detach-
m!::nts of the New- York regiments (Wynkoop's excepted)
to Albany; you can put them to mend the rqads, if you
do not think their services immediately wanted upon the
MQhawk River.

The seamen you mention in a former letter to beinlist~
ing at New- York fQrthe Northern Departnwnt, will, I dare
say, be pushed forward .1\1\;1.instant they ar.riveat A.lbany.

Lieutenant~Colonel ()ansevaQrtis yery earnest for a re~n~
forcement to be sent to Fort George. If theseryicedoes
not immediatelyrequire i.h~New-XQrk troops to be aU sen~
\,.I.pthe Mohawk River, you will, .if you think proper, send
Colonel GanseVQorttbe I'einforcement 4e desir.es.

I am, &c., H. GATES.
To Hon. Major-General Schuyler.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

Tyonderoga, September 5,1776.

DEAR GENJ:RAI,: Yesterday I receiv!::dthe following in-
telligence from General Schuyler, by express:

Extract from General Schuyler's letter dated at Albany,
September 2, 1776:'

. . .

"Last night three Philadelphia gentlemen who passed
through New- York on their way to this place, Inform us
that on Tuesday last there were several smart rencountres
between our troops and the enemy on Long-Island, with
alternate success; that considerable numbers fell on both
sides; that on Wednesday they attacked our lines, but were
repulsed with loss. It is supposed they lost three thousand,
.we tWO thousand. General Sullivan and Lord Sliding
mJssmg. Two of the Pennsylvania battalions suffered most.
We wait with impati!::ncefor more particulars. One of the
gentlemen who left .New-YQrkonThursday mQrning heard
a smart cannonade when he was at King's Bridge; some
.of.theHes.sians were engaged. The enemy's ships of war
on Tbu7~sdaymorning Were still near Staten-Island, and no
.appearanceoftheirmoving. I send this by express, and
hope it will .soqn be followed by another announcing the
total Ioutof the enemy."

T.h.e instant any further news or intelJigence of this great
Jwenta(rives, you may be assured I shalJ despatch it imme-
diately to you. I am attentive to what you mention with
.regard to an ottic!::rbeing appointed to the command of the
Royal Savage, and have accordingly fixed my eye upon
Colonel Wigglesworth, who has, upon my recommending i,t
to him, most readily undertaken to serve as the third officer
on boardthetleet: YOl1r~elffirst, and General Waterbury
second. He wiH .sail to-morrow morning in the gondol;1
now here. The Colonel is a goof1seaman; appears to be
much of a gentleman; and has, as far as I can learn, an
unimpeached good character.

LieutenantCalderw(J()d delivers you this letter, and car-
,ries down with him the seventy men you have demanoed.
I understand two hUl1dredseamen are inlisted at New- York
for this service. They shall be put on board the row-gal-
leys the momel1t they arrive. The first row-galley will be
to-day, the other two, General Waterbury assures me, will
be launched this week. No time shall be lost in rigging
them and despatching them to the fleet. As soon as you
get the reinforceme!1t I now send you, you will not, per-
haps, think it necessary to detain Colonel Hartley's detach-
ment. He seems exceeding anx:iousfor them to return, as
he hopes to engage his whole regiment for another year.

I send you by the bearer, Lieutenant Calderwood, the
draught of the Lake, as you desire. Colonel Trumbull
writes to you by this conveyance.

When General Waterbury and Colonel Wigglesworth
join the Heet you will be able to dispose of it in three divis-
ions: yourself in the centre, General Waterbury on the
right, and Colonel Wigglesworth on the Jeft. This dispo-
sition will teach the Captains of the vessels to know their
commanding officers, and prevent any confusion or dispute
about command in caSe an unlucky shot or other accident
should take off the General.

Enclosed 1 send the declaration of a German r!eserter,
brought here yesterday from Metcalf's. As you have seen
and examined every part of the Lake in your way down, I
should be glad to know your opinion wbat is the properest
and most defensible station for the fleet to take. Gales of
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wind will probably be heavy about the equinox; you are
too good a seaman not to take a secure place for anchorage
against that season. I am very much pleased to find the
gondolas are such good sea boats.

I fancy you wiII think it is immediately necessary you
should send hither your most experienced pilot to conduct
the row-galleys with safety to the fleet. Let him have
your positive and particular instructions how you think proper
he should proceed. It wiII be proper you should commu-
nicate the orders you from time to time receive, to General
Waterbury and Colonel Wigglesworth, that they may know
how to act upon any emergency.

That the blessing of the Almighty may prosper all your
undertakings, is the sincere prayer of, dear General, your
affectionate, humble servant, H. GATES.
To General Arnold.

CAPTAIN FASSETT TO LIEUTENANT LEE.

Head.Quarters, Pittsford, September 5, ]776.

SIR: You are hereby commanded forthwith to repair to
this place with all the men now under your command, and
bring with you all the families and their effects (such as you
can brincr)north of Monkton. Hereof you will not fail.

From °yours, &c., . JOHNFASSETT,Captain.
To Lieutenant ThQ1TlasLee.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBUJ.L TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, September 5,1776.

SIR: Since my last to you, I have received intelligence
that since our troops retreated from the west end of Long-
Island, the Militia have disbanded themseh'es, laid down
their arms, and are making their submission to General
Howe, and that all ideas of opposition there are at an end.
Two companies of Continental troops that were stationed
there are arrived at Saybrook. In thi! situation we cannot
hope to make a diversion there to any purpose with what
force we can throw over. We can only assist such as choose
to retire from the Island in getting off their persons and
effects, which to the utmost of our power will be done.

I have now ordered such of the remaining regiments of
Militia in this State as can be spared from the immediate de-
fence of the sea-coast, to march towards New- York with all
expedition, that they may be ready, if wanted, to join and sup-
port the army under your command, make a diversion either
on the main or on Long-Island, or cover the country; and
if not necessary for any of these purposes, that they, or such
part of them as shall be thought proper, may relieve and
take the places of an equal number of the Militia of this
State now in service, whose interest greatly suffers by their
absence, as well as the general interest of the country.

I have also ordered the two regiments of Light Horse
which did not before march with Colonel Seymour, to march
towards New- York, and rendezvous at or near Westchester,
where they are to attend your orders, and perform such duty
as you shall prescribe, either by scouring the country and
preventing or suppressing any risings of our internal enemies,
in which service it is apprehended they may be particularly
useful, or any other duty they are capable of, or to join the
army, and act with them, if you shall judge it necessary and
expedient.

The critical situation of affairs at this juncture, and the
information in your favour of the 24th ultimo, that your
numbers were yet outdone by the enemy, has induced me
tQ order these regiments on this service, that nothing may be
wanting on our part to the support and defence of the rights
and liberties of the rising States of America.

I have likewise taken the liberty to propose to the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Massachusetts-Bay, and Governour
Cooke, of Rhode-Island, to send forward a part of their
Militia, as may be most convenient for them, to join and
assist the army under your command. I am informed by
Governour Cooke that they have a regiment there nearly
raised, and that the State of Rhode-Island is ready to co-
operate to the extent of their power in every measure neces-
sary for our common defence.

I have it likewise in contemplation, if practicable, to pro-
cure a sufficient naval force to clear the Sound of the
enemy's ships now in it, and have proposed the matter to

Governour Cooke, and requestedof him to join their force
with ours, and ask the concurrence of Commodore Hopkins
with such part of the Continental fleet as are ready and
capable to act.

I beg leave to ask your opinion whether a plan of this
nature be practicable and useful, and, in case it should be
attempted, whether a number of seamen may not be <)rafted
from the army to assist in the enterprise?

I am, sir, with every sentiment of respect and esteem,
your obedient, humble servant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.

To His Excellency GeMge Washington, Esq., General
and Commander-in-Chief of all the Forces of the United
States of Anu:rica, at New- York.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, September 5, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Governour, Honourable Mat-
thew Griswold, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington, Rich-
ard Law, William Hillhouse, Titus Hosmer, Nathaniel
Wales, Jun., Esq'rs.

Voted, That all the Troops of Horse, in this Colony, that
are east of Connecticut River, be ordered forthwith to march
to New- York, as far as West-Chester, there to await further
orders, in order to cooperate with the Continental troops
in defending against our common enemies.

Voted, That the persons at New-London that were di-
rected by this Board to reside at East-Haddam, have liberty
to go and reside at Middletown, upon their already given
parole, and said Sherbrook to reside at Wethersfield, upon
his parole aforesaid, until further orders.

New-London, September 4, 1776.-This Committee
finding Long-Islanders in great distress, removing them-
selves and effects, on consideration, advise the Committees
of Inspection of New-London and Groton, to pursue the
advice and answer the requisitions of the Congress of New-
York, with regard to assisting the inhabitants of Long-Island
to come off with their effects to the main; and in order to this,
the Committee further advise and recommend to Colonel
Wolcott to put as many of his men on board the transports
as may be thought sufficient to assist and guard them in pros-
ecuting this design; and further advise the armed vessels
now in this harbour to go as convoys to the transports, and
that the same be done without delay:

Attest: BENJ. HUNTINGTON,Committee's Clerk.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
September 6, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Governour, His Honour the
Deputy Governour, Jabez Huntington, Richard Law, Eli.
phalet Dyer, Jedediah Elderkin, Titus Hosmer, William
Hillhouse, Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Benjamin Huntington,
Esq'rs.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £80 Os. Od., in
favour of William Lux, to enable him to carryon the work
of making Carriages for Cannon for this State, and to be in
account. (Order drawn September 6, delivered Colonel
Jabez Huntington.)

Voted, To appoint Thursday, the 19th day September,
1776, to be kept and observed as a day of Publick Fasting
and Prayer throughout this State.

His Honour the Governour, with advice of this Council,
gave orders to the 3d, 5th, 8th, 11th, 12th, 20th, 21st, 25th,
and 7th Regiments of Militia, and to. the 2d and 4th Regi-
ments of Horse, in this State, forthwith, without delay, to
caB out their regiments, and see them well equipped, both
officersand men, and march towards New- York, and rendez-
vous at or near West-Chester, and there wait till further
orders, in order to be ready to cooperate with the Conti-
nental Army in the best manner to defeat the purposes of
enemies, who appear to be endeavouring to throw over a
force upon the main, to cut off our communication witb
New-York, both by land and water; 20s. per man to be
paid before or on their march.

Whereas the Militia of this State, upon the east side of
Connecticut River, is ordered to march towards New- York,
to rendezvous at or near West- Chester, which troops will
want to be provided for with Provisions and all necessary
Camp Utensils, Tents, &c.,
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Voted, therefore, That Jonathan Fitch and Samuel
Squire, Esq'rs., be, and they are hereby ordered and di-
rected to make all the necessary provisions and preparations
aforesaid. (Copy delivered Mr. Law, September 6, 1776.)

Voted and Resolved, That two Companiesof the Regi-
ments at New-London and Groton, under command of
Colonel Erastus Wolcott, be detached by said Colonel Wol-
cott, and marched towards New- York with the Militia now
ordered out into actual service there; and that they join
themselves to the regiment of Militia under command of
Gurdon Saltonstall, Esquire, Colonel; and that JohnEly,
Esquire, Major of Colonel Wolcott's Regiment, do proceed
with said two companies, and take command in the regiment
to which they are ordered to join as aforesaid, in his proper
rank as Major and second in command of the same; and
that the place of said two companies in Colonel Wolcott's
Regiment be supplied by such men from Colonels Coit's and
Saltonstall's regiments of Militia as are not and cannot at
present be armed and equipped for immediate service against
our enemy.

Voted, That a Guard, consisting of fifteen men, be sta-
tioned at the mouth of Connecticut River, on the Lyme
side; that Ensign John Griswold, of said Lyme, be and he
is hereby appointed the officer of said guard, and that he
do immediately proceed to inlist said guard out of the Mil-
itia or other able-bodied men; and that said guard, when in
actual service, shall be allowed the same wages other troops
of this Colony have and receive, and shall also be allowed
and paid nine pence per day for their billeting and sub-
sistence.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for the sum of £44
Is. 3d., in favour of Captain "William Tyler, for a cask of
Jamaica Spirits by him bought of Captain John Chenevard,
for the Colony use. (Order drawn September 9, 1776;
delivered to Mr. Hosmer.)

DAVID GELSTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Saybrook, September 5, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: After delivering your despatches to the
several Committees from Horse-Neck eastward to this place,
I thought best to proceed to Lebanon with the despatches
to Governour Trumbull, where I reached Sunday morning,
and sent forward copies to the other ComlJlittees, agreeable
to your order.

Upon the Governour's reading your despatches, and
making some inquiries, he advised me to proceed without
delay to Providence and wait on Governour Cooke, whom I
saw next day. After delivering the despatches to Govern-
our Cooke, returned toGovernour Trumbull, and from thence
to this place, and last night went to New-London, to see the
Council of War there held respecting the distressed situation
of Long-Island, and returned to this place this morning.
When at Lebanon, was informed by Governour Trumbull
he had written to Convention upon the subjects mentioned
in YOlll' letter. Can only tell you the distresses which I
hourly see and hear from Long-Island are beyond my
power to describe. Expect to return to Convention soon.

J have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble s-ervant, DAVID GELSTON.

To the Honourable the Convention of the State of New-
York.

Boston, Septemher 5, 1776.

The Governour of Halifax received the Declaration of
Independence about four weeks since, but would not permit
the poor dupe of a printer (had he ever so good a mind)
to publish any more of it than barely the last clause, where
it says, "We, therefo('e, the Representati ves of the United
States of America, in General Congress assembled, do,"
&c., &c.; and his reason (as we are credibly informed) was,
"Because it may gain over to them (the Rebels) many
converts, and inflame the minds of his Majesty's loyal and
faithful subjects of the Province of Nova Scotia."

Our last accounts from Halifax say they left there forty
sail of vessels, prizes, &c.; that they were in a great fright,
expecting an attack from our troops every day. Three
expresses arrived, successively, with an account of their
being at Cumberland, and having five hundred Indians with
them, and, it was supposed there, about two thousand Ameri-
cans. They had, it was said, cut a road of ninety miles, in

three weeks, through the woods, from Shepperday to Cum-
berland; that the above news came from the mouth of an
express from Colonel Gorham, who every moment expected
to be besieged, and wrote to Halifax for succours; and that
an Indian (of the St. John tribe) was executed for damning
his Excellency General Washington; that General Massey
commanded there, and had with him near one thousand
troops, chiefly Marines; that they were under apprehension
of an attack from the Indians; that the refugee Tories were
so alarmed they were preparing to go off for London in the
ship Princess Royal, that was retaken-such as Doctor
Gardner and family; Foster Hutchinson and tribe; Robert
Hollowell and family; Mr. Mills, printer; and Lady Draper,
&c., &c.; that in addition to those ingrates formerly men-
tioned as joining General Howe's army, are the following:
Henry Liddle, John Burroughs, sai]maker, Archibald
McNeil, Junior, "William Hill, baker, Francis Skinner,
Hugh Gordon, Doctor Sullivan, Anti Gallop, Cambridge,
young Jones, who broke out of Concord jail, Sharwin, sad-
dler, and Roberts, jeweller, John Patin, blacksmith, Andrew
Cazneau, Francis Johonnet, Leveret Saltonsta", Haws
Hatch, John Mansfield, breeches-maker, Charles Low,
Parker and Philips, painters to the Artillery, and Camp-
bell, of Worcester; and the following prisoners are still con-
fined in one room, among felons, thieves, robbers, negroes,
soldiers, &c., which we here publish for the satisfaction of
their anxious friends:

James Lovell and Riclwrd Carpender,of Boston.
Consider Howland, master, and Jacob Taylor, mate, of

the privateer brig Washington.
Bigelow, Kemp, Peak, and Sessions, Bunker's Hill.
Corporal Cruise and Cornelius Turner, Riflemen.
David Wells, Dorchester Neck.
Captain Francis Proctor, of Philadelphia.
Corporal Jeremiah Low, of Fredericksburg.
Colonel Ethan Allen, Bennington.
Sergeant Levi ltlunson, Wallingsford.
Sergeant Zechariah Brillmade, Woodbury.
Corporal Charles Steward, Stanford.
Corporal Roger ltloore, Salisbury.
Corporal Samuel Lewis, "WilliamGray, David Goss, and

Adonijah Maxum, Sharon.
Ebenezer Mac and Levi Barnum, Norfolk.
John Gray, Arlington.
Ishural Flower, New-Hartford.
Barnabas Cane, Saratoga.
Preston Denton, Stillwater.

In the Hospital.
Amos, Green, Norwich.
Jonathan ltlayhew, Goshen.
William Dnnkwater, New-Milford.

In the King's Yard.
John James Burkie, (a Swiss,) New-York.
Twelve Canadians.
Not one of Colonel Allen's men died until after their

return /i'om England; then Anthony Belisle, a Canadian,
died, off Cape Fear.

All in the jail, but Sessions, are well, and in good spirits,
but wishing for an exchange.

CLAUDE CRESPIGNY TO RALPH IZARD.

Tingmouth, Devonshire, September 6, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I return you many thanks for YOUI'favour of
the 31st, and must beg that your next may be directed to
me in the Crescent, at Bath. _ I propose to be there on this
day se'n-night.

.

Mrs. C., who desires me to thank you for the plan you
was so kind as to send her, is entirely recovered. Not so
with me; but the Bath waters are to do wonders for me.

I sincerely congratulate you on the Carolina business. It
seems to me to have been as ill conducted as it was unsuc-
cessful. Was General Lee there? I hope he was. I
believe him to be very able, and I want him to give proofs
of his being to be trusted.

To see a King a tyrant, and his Ministers tools and roO'ues
is not very surprising; but to see a whole nation m~d, i~

rather more extraordinary. Even now I can scarcely meet
with one man in twenty who does not wish to see the nation
and himself bankrupt, rather than not bring America to the
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feet of Lord George Germaine. This, indeed, is an address...
Ing country, and a blessed stock of Tories overrun it.

I am called away, and if I were not I have neither news
Or entertainment to send you. We unite most heartily in
regards and best wishes to yourself and Mrs. Izard and
family.

I am, very hea.rtily, yours,
To Ralph Izard.

CLAUDE CRESPIGNY.

COLONEL BULLITT TO COLONEL JOSEPH REED.

Charlestown, September 6,1776.

SIR: Enclosed you have tHe"returns of the battalions that
have acted in South-Carolina this campaign. The exten-
siveness of the department, and' our being hurried on the
eampaign before there was time to properly regulate the
troops of this department, renders it something difficult to get
the returns in toat order I could wish; yet everything in my
power I will do to accomplish the desirable end. I could
wish some general regulation was established by the War
Office. An order for the different returns of the different
States to be made to the Deputy Adjutant-General, would
enable him to be regular in his. As matters stand, there are
orders from the Board to make the returns to them from the
different States, by the Generals commanding in them. Sucb
regulation will interfere with my ever being able to make
up a proper return of the department. At least, the Gen...
erals of each State should let me have monthly returns, to
enable me to discharge my duty. This, as also to have a
statement of the number of battalions taken into the service
of the Continent, in this department, sent to me, that I may
be enabled to regulate their ranks, I should be obliged to
you to procure from the War Office, that I may be able to
regulate the ranks of the battalions. At present, I am
uncertain what troops are Continentals or Provi-ncials. You
will greatly obligeme in having the above regulations adopted,
and letting me hear from you as soon as possible on the
subject, that I may be enabled to proceed, in this interval
of real action in the campaign, to regulating and forming
the battalions.

I am, with respect, yours, T. BULLITT,D. A. G.
To Colonel Joseph Reed, Adjutant-General.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM HINDMAN.

[No. 17I.] Annapolis, September6, 1776.
SIR: As the state of our Treasury on the Wester~ Shore

is at present very low, and demands are daily increasing, we
request you will send to Annapolis by the first safe oppor-
tunity what money you can conveniently spare, not exceed-
ing £ 10,000. We request you to send it in unsigned bills,
if you have that quantity by you. Weare, &c.

To Mr. William Hindman.

G"tNERAL M'DONALD (PRISONER) TO THE BOARD OF WAR.
[Read September 7, 1776.]

Philadelphia Gaol, September 6, 1776.

To the SECRETARY OF WAR:

General McDonald's compliments to the Secretary of
War. He is obliged to him for his polite information, that
the Congressha ve been pleased to agree that Generals
Prescott and McDonald shall be exchanged for the Gen-
erals Sullivan and Stirling. General McDonald is obliged
to the Congress for the reference to the Board of War for
his departure. The indulgence of eight or ten days will, he
hopes, be sufficient to prepare him for his journey. His
baggage will require a cart to carry it. He is not. Jrovided
with horses-submits it to the Congress and the Board how
he may be conducted with safety to his place of destination,
not doubting his servant will be permitted to go along with
him, and that his sword may be returned to him, which he
is informed the Commissary received from his servant on the
25th of May last.

General McDonald begs leave to acquaint the Secretary
and the Board of War, for the information of Congress, that
when he was brought prisoner from sick quarters to General
Moore's camp, at :Moore'sCreek, upon the 28th of February
last, General Moore treated him with great politeness, and
told him that he should be treated with respect to his rank
and commissionin the King of Great Britain's service. He

would have given him'a parole to return to his sick quarters,
aS~his low state of health requIred it much at that time, bt1't
Colonel Caswell objected thereto, and had him conducted
prisonar to Newbetn, but gently treated' all the way by Col-
OJ'lelCaswell and his officers.

From Ne1JJbernhe was conducted by a guard of Horse to
Halifax, and committed oil his arrival, aft~r forty-five miles,,
jburney the last d'ay, in a sickly stale ofheahh, and imme-
diately ushered into a:common gaol, withoUt bed orbedding,
fi~eor candles, in a cold, long night, by Colonel Long, who
did no! appear fo me to behave: like a gentleman. That
notwithstanding the promised protection for person and prop-
erty he had from General Moore, a man called Longfield
Co~J a wagon'-ma-sterto Colonel Caswell'sarmy, seized
upon his horse, saddle, pistols, a.nd other am1S,and violently
detained the same by refusing to deliver them op fo Colonel
Bryan, who conducted him to Newbern. Colonel Long
was pleased to detain his mare at Halifax when sent pris-
oner from thence to here. Sorry to dwell so long upon so
disagreeable a subject.

JOHN ADAMS TO MR'S. ADAMS.

Philadelphia, FricJay, September 6, 177{1.

This day, I think, has been the most remarkable of all.
Sullivan came here from Lord Howe, five days ago, with a
message that his Lordship desired a half an hour's conversa-
tion ",:i!h some of the members of CongresS'in their private
capacIties. We have spent three or foul' days in debating
whether we should take any notice of it. I have, to the
utmost of my abilities, during the whole time, opposed our
taking any notice of it. But, at last, it was determined by
a majority, "that the Congress being the Representatives of
the free and independent States of America, it was improper
to appoint any of their members to confer in their private
characters with his Lordship. But they would appoint a
Committee of their body to wait on him, to know whether
he had power to treat with Congress upon terms of peace,
and to hear any propositions that his Lordship may think
proper to make."

... .

When the Committee came to be balloted for, Doctor
Franklin and your humble servant were unanimously
chosen. Colonel R. H. Lee and Mr. Rutledge had an
equal number; but, upon a second vote, Mr. Rutledge was
chosen. I requested to be excused, but was desired to con-
sider of it until to-morrow. My fi'iends here advise me to
go. All the staunch and intrepid are very earnest with me
to go, and the timid and wavering, if any such there are,
agree in the request. So I believe I shall undertake the
journey. I doubt whether his Lordship will see us, but the
same Committee will be directed to inquire into the state
of the army at New- York, so that there will be business
enough, if his Lordship makes none. It would fill this
letter-book to give you all the arguments for and against this
measure,if I had libertyto attempt it.

. His Lordshipseems
to have been playing off a number of Machiavellian manreu-
vres, in.order to throw upon us the odium of continuing this
war. Those who have been advocates for the appointment
of this Committee, are foropposing manreuvre to manreuvre,
and are confident that the consequence will be, that the
odium will fall upon him. However this may be, my lesson
is plain-to ask a few questions and take his answers.

I can think of but one reason for their putting me upon
this embassy, and that is this: An idea has crept into many
minds here that his Lordship is such another as Mr. Hutch-
inson, and they may possibly think that a man who has been
accustomed to penetrate into the mazy windings of Hutch-
inson's heart, and the serpentine wiles of his head, may be
tolerably qualified to converse with his Lordship.

RICHARD DALLAlIITO Jll:ARYLANt> COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

State of New-Jersey, Brunswick, September 6,1776.

. SIR: James May, who is concerned with me in the Gun
Factory, will, in rIlY absence, want a sum of money to go
on therewith, and as he is unknown to yourBoard, I have
thought it necessary to advise you thereof, and to request
your Board to furnish him with what sum Mr. James Harris
may draw on you for on my account, to be paid in guns,
pa)'t of which, I e~pect, are al~eady finished. .The Council
of Safety's compliance herewith, I expect, will be to the
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publick advantage; and oblige, sir, your Honour's very hum-
ble servant, RICHARD DALLAM.

To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., Presi-
i dent Council of Safety.

RICHARD DALLAM TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

State of New.Jersey, New.Brunswick, September6,1776
SIR: I have drawn a bill in favour of Colonel Charles

Reed, Esq., for the sum of £440, Continental currency,
(being balance due his battalion,) on the Continental Trea-
surer, to whom you will please to give an order for the
payment thereof.

I shaH be to-morrow entirely without money, and large
demands are making for the payment of troops who have
staid out their time. The Congress will please to order me
a further sum as soon as possible.

I am, honourable sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
RICHARD DALLAM,Deputy Paymaster-General.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

RICHARD DALLAM TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
State of New.Jersey, Brunswick, September6,1776.

SIR: The return of the Pennsylvania and Jersey Mi]itia
has occasioned such large draughts on me this week, that
I have not more than two thousand doHars left. The hon-
ourable ConlTress will therefore order me a further sum as
soon as possible.

I have this day drawn in favour of Colonel Charles Reed,
for the balance due his battalion Jer,~ey Militia, (being
£440,) which you wiJl please to order payment of, and
charge to my debt.

I am, sir, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
RICHARD DALLAM, Deputy Paymaster-General.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

the settlement of their abstracts will be attended with trou-
ble and difficulty; on the other, they will go away much
better satisfied, and be more ready to give their aid in future,
if they are paid before their departure.

Before I conclude I must take the liberty of mentioning
to Congress the great distress we are in for want of money.
Two months' pay, and more to some battalions, is now due
the tl'OOpShere, without anything in the military chest to
satisfy it. This occasions much dissatisfaction and almost
a general uneasiness. Not a day passes without complaints
and the most importunate and urgent demands on this head
As it may injure the service greatly, and the want of a regu-
lar supply of cash produce consequences of the most fatal
tendency, I entreat the attention of Congress to this subject,
and that we may be provided as soon as can be with a sum
equal to e\'ery present claim.

I have wrote to General Howe proposing an exchange of
General McDonald for Lord Stirling, and shall be extremely
happy to obtain it, as well as that of General Sullivan for
General Prescott, being greatly in want of them and under
the necessity of appointing, pro tempore, some of the Colo-
nels to command brigades.

I have the honour to be with the hicrhest respect, SIr,
your most obedient servant, Go.'\V ASHINGTON.

P. S. As two regiments from North-Carolina, and threL
regiments more from Virginia, are ordered here, if they
could embark at Norfolk and come up the bay with security,
it would expedite their arrival and prevent the men from
a long, fatiguing march. This, however, should not be
attempted if the enemy have vessels in the bay, and which
might probably intercept them.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 3,1776.
(Parole, Vernon.) (Countersign, MijJlin.)

The General most earnestly requests that the several
Brigadiers and Commandants of Brigades get their respect-
ive corps in the best order as soon as possible, and for this

GENERALWASHINGTONTO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. purpose they should join in brigades as soon as can be, on
[Read 9th. Referred to the Board of War.] a parade appointed for that purpose.

New-York. September6,1776. The Brigade-Majors, according to the new arrangement,

SIR: I was last night honoured with YOUI'favour of the are to attend every day for orders while they stay in town;
3d, with sundry resolutions of Congress; and perceiving it to if they should ~arch to reinforce General Mijflin's and
be their opinion and determination that no damage shall be lUcDougall's bl'lgades, they will fix upon one to come to
done the city in case we are obliged to abandon it, I shall Head-Quarters every day for orders.
take every measure in my power to prevent it. . General Fellows's Brigade to furnish a Captain, two sub-

Since my letter of the 4th nothing very material has oc- stltutes, and fifty men, for boat duty, till further orders, to

curred, unless it is that the fleet seem to be drawing more parade at Head-Quarters, and receive orders at eight o'clock
together and all getting close in with Governour's Island. every m~rning.
Their designs we cannot learn, nor have we been able to Some tnstances of infamous cowardice, and some of scan-
procure the least information of late of any of their plans or dalous plunder ~nd riot, having lately appeared, the General
intended operations. is resolyed to brmg the offenders to exemplary punishment;

As the enemy's movements are very different from what the notion that seems too much to prevail of laying hold of
we expected, and from their large encampments a considera- propert~ not under immediate care or guard, is utterly
ble distance up the Sound, there is reason to believe they destructIve of all honesty and good order, and will prove the
intend to make a landing above 01' below King's Bridge, ruin of any a.rmy when it prevails. It is therefore hoped
and thereby to hem in our army and cut off the communi- the officers wIll exert themselves to put a stop to it on all
cation with the counttT, I mean to call a Council of Gen- future occasions. If they do not, ere long death will be
eral Officers to-day or to-morrow, and endeavour to digest the portion of some of the offenders.
and fix upon some regular and certain system of conduct to The state of the ammunition and arms should be a sub-
be pursued, in order to baffle their efforts and counteract their ject of constant attention to every officer.
schemes, and also to determine on the expediency of evacu- The General hopes the justice of the great cause in which
ating or attempting to maintain the city and the several they are engaged, the necessity and importance of defendincr
posts on this Island. The result of their opinion and delib- this country, preserving its liberties, and warding ofr th~
erations I shall advise Congress of by the earliest opportu- destruction meditated against it, will inspire every man with
nity, which will be by express, having it not in my power firmness and resolution in time of action, which is now
to communicate any inteIJigence by post, as the office is approaching-e\'er remembering that upon the blessina of
removed to so great a distance and entirely out of the way. Heaven, and the bravery of the men, our country only ~an

I have enclosed a list of the officers who are prisoners, be saved.
and g'om whom letters have been received by a flag. W I'. The General orders a return of every Regiment to be
know there are others not included in the list. made immediately, and delivered to the Brigadier. or Com-

General Su.llivan having informed me that General Howe mandant of the brigade, so that the Brigade Returns may be
was willing that an exchange of him for General Prescott made at twelve o'clock to-rnorl"Ow.
should take place, it will be pl"Operto send General Prescott The near approach of the enemy obliges the lTuard to be
immediate1y: ~~at it I!1ay be. effected. . . . .

doubled. The seve~al ~rigade-.Majors. are im~ediately to
As the MIlitia regIments III all probabIlity WIll be Impa- settle the duty of theIr brigades, accordllllT to their strength.

tient to return and become pressing for their pay, I shall be This is confined to General Putnam's di\~sion.
glad, of. the direction of Congres~, whether thel are to After Orders.-Captain IIezek1:ah Holdrige, of Colonel
receive. It here or from ~he ConventIons or Assemblies of the Wylly's regiment, appointed to act as Major of said regi-
respective States to wl1lch they belong. On the one hand, ment for the present.
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Head-Quarters, New-York, September 4,1776.
(Parole, .omorir.a.) (Counter.ign, Shelhurne.)

It is with amazement and concp.rn the General finds that
the men of every regiment are suffered to be constantly
ramb1ing about, and at such distances from their respective
quarters and encampments, as not to be able to oppose the
enemy in any sudden approach. He therefore not only
commands, but most earnestly exhorts, the Colonels and
commanding officers of corps, as they value their own repu-
tation, the safety of the army, and the good of the cause, to
put an immediate and effectual stop to such an unsoldierlike
and dangerous practice; as one step towards the accomplish-
ment of which, he orders and directs that all those who shall
be absent without leave be immediately punished.

The sick of the several regiments of Militia are to be dis-
charged, if they a,re well enough to get home, and choose to
be discharged. All the other sick are to be provided for in
such a manner, and in such places as the Director-General
of the Hospitals and the several Regimental Surgeons shall
think best for them. In giving these discharges, particular
care is to be taken by the Colonels and General Wolcott to
see that none but those who are really sick be dismissed,
and that the discharges be given in writing by General
Wolcott.

The General does in express and peremptory terms insist
upon exact returns of the several regiments and other corps;
and the Brigadiers and officers commanding brigades, are to
see that this order is complied with without delay, as it is
essentially necessary for the General to be acquainted with
the exact state of the army.

Colonel Glover, during the absence of General Clinton,
is to be considered as Commandant of his brigade, and to be
obeyed accordingly.

The increased number of wagons, will, in future, admit
of more regularity in marching the regiments than has yet
prevailed. Whenever, therefore, a regiment is ordered to
march, they should get their baggage in readiness; but not
move it till conveniences are provided. The Quartermas-
ter of the regiment should then overlook it, and stop all
heavy, useless lumber; and the Commanders of regiments
would do well to take particular care in this matter. ~o
Colonel is to seize any boat or wagon by his own authority,
on penalty of having his baggage turned out and left.

The Brigade-Majors are ordered to have their Brigade
Returns immediately mafle, or the General will put the del-
inquents in arrest, unless the Adjutants fail in their duty,
and they put such Adjutants in arrest.

The Brigade-Majors, both standing and temporary, are
hereafter punctually to attend at eleven o'clock at Head-
Quarters. There has been of late a shameful remissness in
some of them.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 5,1776.
(Porn1e, Chatham.) (Countersign, Maryland.)

The Brigade-Majors immediately to settle a Court-Mar-
tial, making an allowance for the absence or indisposition of
any officers. They are to meet at the brick house near the
encampment, late of General McDougall, to-morrow at ten
o'clock. Notice to be given accordingly. They are first
to try the scoundrels who have been detected in pillaging and
plundering Lord Stirling's, and other property.

Sucb as were directed by yesterday's orders to apply to
General TVolcottfor discharges, are in future to apply to the
Brigadiers under whom their regiments are ranged.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 6,1776.
(Parole, Pitt.) (Counter.lgu, Vamden.)

David Henly, Esq., is appointed Deputy Adjutant-Gen-
eral until further orders; and is immediately to repair to
General Spencer's division to regulate the several returns,
and do the other duties of said office, extending his care to
the division under General Heath; he is to be obeyed and
:respected accordingly.

Colonel Glover, commandant of General Clinton's brig-
ade, is to recommend a suitable, active officer, for Major of
Brigade, in Major Henly's stead.

The General expects tbe Majors of Brigade to be very
active and careful; to get their brigades in the best order;
to bring on their guards and fatigue parties early; see the
proper reliefs marched off; returns made; and to march with
the brigade to the alarm-posts as fi'equently as possible.

The Adjutants being under their particular direction, they
are to see that they do their duty, and put them in arrest
where they fail in it.

The Majors of Brigade and Adjutants are reminded that
the returns are all expected in to-morrow, both regimental
and brigade, in order to complete the General Return. Any
one who fails will be noticed in pub]ick orders.

The General is resolved to put a stop to plundering and
converting either publick or private property to their own
use, when taken off or found by any soldiers. He therefore
calls upon all the officers to exert themselves agai'1st it; and
if the Colonels or other officers of regiments see 01' know of
any horses, furniture, merchandise, 01' such other property
in the hands of any officer or soldier, and do not immediataly
take hold of it, giving immediate notice of it to the Brigadier-
General, such officer will be deemed a party, brought to a
court-martia1, and broke with infamy. For, let it ever be
remembered, that no plundering army ever was a successful
one.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HOWE.
Head.Quar.?rs, New-York, September 6,1776.

SIR: By a letter from Major-General Sullivan, while on
Long-Island, and which he acquainted me was wrote by
your permission, I was informed. it would be agreeable to
exchange that gentleman for l\hJor-General Prescott; and
Brigadier Lord Stirling for any Brigadier of yours in our
possessIOn.

In consequence of this intelligence J have wrote to Con-
gress, requesting that General Prescott may be sent here,
that this proposal may be carried into execution.

We have no Brigadier of yours a prisoner with us, except
General McDonald, taken in North- Carolina, whom I am
willing to exchange for Lord Sterling, and shall be glad to
know your pleasure on the subject.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF
SAFETY.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 6, 1776.

SIR: I have now before me your letter of the 4th instant,
enclosing the report against ordering out any more of the
MiJitia from the Counties of Orange, Dutchess, West-
chester, or Ulster. The reasons alleged by the Committee
to whom this matter was referred, are entirely satisfactory
to me, and therefore I do not expect a compliance with
that part of my letter which respects this matter.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Hon. Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., Chairman, &c.

GENERAL WASHINGTQN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-York, September 6,1776.

SIR: I have been honoured with your favour of the 31st
ultimo, and am extremely obliged by the measures you are
taking in consequence of my recommendation Jetter. The
exertions of Connecticut upon this, as wen as upon every
other occasion, do them great honour, and I hope will be
attended with successful and happy consequences. In
respect to the mode of conduct to be pursued by the troops
that go over to the Island, I cannot lay down any certain
rule; it must be formed and governed by circumstances
and the direction of those who command them.

I shou1d have done myself the honour of transmitting
you an account of the engagement between a detachment
of our troops and the enemy, on Long-Island, on the 27th,
and of our retreat from thence, before now, had it not been
for the multiplicity of business I have been involved in ever
since; and being stilJ engaged, I cannot enter upon a mi-
nute and particu]ar detail of the affair. I shan only add,
that we lost, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, from seven
hundred to one thousand men. Among the prisoners are
General Sullivan and Lord Stirling. The enclosed list
will show you tile names of many of the officers that are
prisoners. The action was chieHy with the troops from
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the lower Counties, and Maryland,
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and Colonel Huntington's regiment; they suffered greatly,
being attacked and overpowered by numbers of the enemy
greatly superiour to them. The enemy's loss we have not
been able to ascertain, but we have reason to believe it was
considerable. The engagement was warm, and conducted
with great resolution and bravery on the part of our troops.
During the engagement, a deep column of the enemy
descended from the woods, and attempted an impression

< upon our lines, but retreated immediately on the discharge
of a cannon, and part of the musketry from the line nearest
to them. As the main body of the enemy had encamped not
far from our lines, and I bad reason to believe they intended
to force us from them by regular approaches, which the
nature of the ground favoured extremely, and at the same
time meant, by the ships of war, to cut off the communi-
cation between the City and the Island, and by that means
keep our men divided, and unable to oppose them any-
where, by the advice of the General Officers, on the night
of the 29th, I withdrew our troops from thence, without
any loss of men and but little baggage.

I am, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

COLONEL MOYLAN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New.York, September 6,1776.

SIR: I am informed there remains in the hands of
Thomas Greene, Esquire, of Providence, a quantity of
Russia duck, which is ordered by the Secret Committee to
lay till further orders from them. We are here in great
want of tents; if, sir, you would procure an order from said
Committee to have the duck made up into tents and for-
warded to me, it will be of the greatest service to the
army.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient and humble servant,

STEPHEN MOYLAN.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

COLONEL MALCOMTO JOHN M'KESSON.

New.York, September 6,1776.
DEAR SIR: I am apprehensive that the State hath a bad

bargain of my countrymen. I believe Captain Stewart is
a very good man, but he has made a horrid collection of
soldiers. If the Convention think proper to send me the
conditions upon which the company is raising, the bounty
allowed, with an order to take some direction concerning it,
perhaps I might save the State money, with respect to their
pay. I shall return with my regiment, so that the Con-

. vention will be relieved of the expense so far. I under-
stand they allow fifteen dollars bounty to the Captain, and
he to get the men as he can; if so, they will most certainly
be disappointed in their hopes. The reason is obvious-
half a dozen men have already been flogged, and thrice the
number have deserved to be so.

I would be happy to see a good company or regiment of
my countrymen in tbe army, but equally mortified to see it
disgraced by such a set as I have got with Captain Stewart.
They are the very last sweepings of hell.

I had a letter fi'om our old friend, good General Wood-
hull. Mr. ~[orris must prophecy no more. He said,
"Colonel Elliot would do to redeem the General."

As to news or lies I can send nor make none: duty
is too severe. However, it agrees well with me. I have
never in my life been so stout as when lying in the woods
on Long-Lland-dry once a week. General Lee hourly
expected, as if fr01l1 heaven, with a legion of flaming
swordsmen. I fear we shall evacuate your poor city. The
very thought gives me the horrours. tiffer my respects to
the President and members, and Mr. Benson. Accept the
same, and be]ieve that I am with sincere esteem,

Dear sir, your much obliged and humble servant,
W ILr,IAM MALCOM.

To John McKesson, Esq.

Let me hear from Convention on the first subject soon;
the sooner the better. Indeed jf the order was even discre-
tionary to stop a further inlistment on bounty, it would be
proper. I will not stop it without sufficient cause.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLON~L JOSEPH REED TO
MRS. REED, DATED NEW-YORK, SEPTEMBER 6, 1776.

I have written twice this week, but whether any letters
ever reach you or not, I do not know. I hope they do, as
they wiII serve to keep up your spirits in our critical situa-
tion. Weare still here, in a posture somewhat awkward;
we think, (at least I do,) that we cannot stay, and yet we
do not know how to go: so that we may be properly said to
be between hawk and buzzard. To attempt a description
of all the circumstances which attend us, would take more
time than I can spare, nor would it give you any great con-
solatio. Our comfort is, that the season is far ad\'anced,
and if a sacrifice of us can save the cause of America,
there will be time to collect another army before Spring,
and the country be preserved. The councils of the Con-
gress seem to be dark and intricate, and very badly cal-
culated to raise or continue an army from which substantial.
benefit can be derived. My sensations are too acute and
forebodings too strong for such a service, though I do 110t
find my spirits sink under difficulties, but rather rise. I
sometimes think my mind is a very peculiar one; it rises
when the spirits of others fall, and suffers by anticipating
evil. To use the modern phrase, I have made it up for
whate\'er may happen, and feel no other concern than what
arises from thoughts of you and our dear little folks, and
even these I get rid of as soon as possible, .for it can only
unfit me for duty, without doing YOllany service. When I
look around, a.nd see how few of the numbers who talked
so largely of death and honour are around me, and that
those who are here are those from whom it was least ex-
pected, (as the Tilghmans, &c.,) I am lost in wonder and
surprise. Some of our Philadelphia gentlemen, wbo came
over on visitS',upon the first cannon went off in a most
violent hurry. Your noisy Sons of Liberty are, I find, the
quietest in the field. The motions of the enemy are very
dark and mysterious. Such another surprise would do us
mischief. I send a list of such officers as have sent out for
their baggage, and are certainly prisoners. I suppose there
are others whom we shall hear of soon. I am glad Atlee
is safe, because everybody allows he behaved well. An
engagement, or even the expectation of one, gives a won-
derful insight into character. But we are young soldiers.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN THE ARMY TO

HIS FRIEND IN THE COUNTRY, DATED

Turtle-Bay, September 6, 1776.

~londay, August 26, the Regulars, who were landed, in
a body of twenty thousand men, on Long-Lland, began,
in the afternoon, to advance, in large bodies, up towards
Flatbush; and large columns were seen, towards night, to
fileoff towards the grand road to Newtown. A regiment of
Riflemen and some others were posted in the woods and
eminences towards Flatbush, to prevent the enemy from
making an approach that way. General Sullivan posted
himself on a high and advantageous ground on the Bedford
road, and some works were cast up there, to prevent the
enemy's penetrating that way. Our numbers on these
advanced posts were but small compared with the enemy.
They might, possibly, consist of fifteen hundred or two
thousand men. The grounds were so advantageous, the
woods so thick, &c., that our people imagined tbat tbey
could, with small numbers, withstand the enemy, at least
till such time as that they might be reinforced. But all
these advantages were, by good generalship in the enemy,
lost at once. The enemy, in the night, filed off, with the
Light Horse and Light Infantry, to the eastward, until they
came on the great Jamaica road, which was not guarded,
and passed by all our posts, and flung themse]ves, in great
numbers, into the woods on our left wing, and there lay con-
cealed, without our knowledge, just by our lines. While
this was effecting on our left, the enemy had the art to land
a party on the right, between our lines and the Riflemen in
their rear. This they effected under cover of the night,
which was dark and gloomy, being assisted by a small creek,
which ran up on the right of the Riflemen. This cut off all
intelligence from the armY,so that the officers had no intelli-
gence of what bad been done. When the enemy had thus
prepared matters, they began an attack upon our rigbt wing,
down near Flatbush, where our officers expected it would
begin, about three o'clock in the morning. As soon as this

*
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was perceived, General Lord Stirling and General Parsons,
with a detachment of about a thousand men, were sent off to
reinforce the advanced posts on our right; but before they
could reach the out-posts, they, being attacked on the right,
both in front and rear, were much scattered and broken. In
the mean time, the enemy which had advanced to tbe woods
on our left, ad vaneed some of them, brisldy, almost to our
lines, from which receiving a heavy fire, they gave way, and
wheeled to the left, towards our r!ght, to flank and surround
Lord Stirling and his detachment, which they, in a manner,
effected. In this detachment there was a regiment from
Maryland, which were proper Regulars, kept tOf!*ther in
a body, and fought the enemy nobly. The fire ""S kept
up tin near twelve o'clock, when our people retreated down
to a creek, being surrounded by the enemy and water.
After pouring a most heavy fire upon the enemy, tbey
attempted an escape across the creek, which most of them
effecterl, but some were killed and some drowned. Some
of our people kept coming in almost a1l day and next night,
and some the day after. Our whole loss consists of between
five and six hundren men, the most of whom are taken.
General Sullivan arid General Lord Stirling are among the
number captured. Colonel Huntington's and the JJ[ary-
land regiments suffered the most.

General Parsons says that some of our men fought through
the enemy not less than seven or eight times that day. He
layout himself part of the night, concealed in a swamp,
from whence he made his escape, with seven men, to our
lines, about break of day tbe next morning.

This unfortunate affair gave the enemy all the woods and
high grounds, and confined us to our lines. These were a
good defence against musketry, but not against cannon and
sheJls. When we had spared as many men from our other
posts as we could with any safety, and manned our lines on
the Island as amply as we could, the enemy had more tl1al\
two men to our one. We were determined, however, to
defend them, if the enemy sbould attempt to force them,
sword in hand; but it soon appeared that this was not their
design. They began to entrench themselves, and to make
regular approaches, which, it was judged, we could not with-
stand. There was danger that the enemy would g~t up
some of their ships between the h]and and the town, and
so cut off our retreat; which, should it have happened,
would have been very fatal to the cause. It was, therefore,
determined to retreat, by a council of officers. Thursday,
August ~9, orders were given, towards night, for alJ the sick
to be moved to New- York, in such a manner that nobody
so much as suspected the design. Orders were given for aJl
the regiments that had been on duty for a day or two to
parade at seven o'clock, and to be replaced by new regi-
ments, &c. As soon as it was dark the army retreated, and
from that time to the next morning, nine thousand five hun-
dred men passed the river, with all our military stores and
baggage, and most of our cannon; and that with so much
secrecy and silence that the enemy never so much as sus-
pected it till we called off our sentries from the lines, afLer
break of day. Scarce anything was lost in the retreat.
It perhaps equalled almost anything of the kind with which
history gives us any acquaintance, and was, doubtless, a wise
measure, and much of the goodness of God is to be seen
in it.

The army are now much more collected, and able to
make a defence whenever a grand attack shall be made;
and our retreat, in case of a defeat, would not be so ex-
tremely difficult and hazardous. The troops, in general,
are in good spirits, and I believe will do their best to defend
the country.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO GENERAL HEATH.
Mount'-Wasbington, September 6, 1776.

My DEAR GENERAL HEATH: General Washington has
ordered me to remain here, in order to forward the works,
which are to be finished as soon as possible. This order
puts it out of my power to attend to the necessary regula-
tions of the regiments on the east of IIarlem Ri~'er.. Let
me, then, beg you to give your eye a cast over them, and
make such regulations as you would wish and direct me to
make, were it in my choice to be with those regiments. I
know YOllr great and frequent perplexities will interfere,
now and then, with my request; but your zeal and love for

business will induce you to undertake anything pro bono
publico.

I am, dear sir, yours, TH. MIFFLIN.
To Major-General Heath, Head-Quarters, King's Bridge.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON FROM A BRIT"
ISH OFFICER, DATEDNEW-YORK,SEPTEMBER6, 1776.

GeneraliIowe finding himself at the head of twenty-one
thousand men, in high hea1th and fit for action, was deter-
mined to begin upon it as soon as possible. Accordingly,
a great number of regiments were embarked on board the
transports, and everything prepared for an expedition, so
secret that neither the second in command at land or sea
could guess where the blow was to fall.

Everything being prepared and the cannon embarked, in
the night of the 21st of August, the Rainbow, of fifty guns,
commanded by Sir George Collier, got under weigh, and
anchored near a strong post of the enemy's, called Denys's,
upon Long-Island, who fled from thence instantly, expect-
ing the man-of-war would level the place to the ground.
A little after nine the transports all anchored in Gravesend
Bay, on the southern part of Long-Island. The flat-hot-
tom boats immediately landed the troops, and the gallant
Lord Howe was present to direct the operation.

The army, when landed, consisted of eighteen thousand
men-the rest being left upon Staten-Island. Lord COrr/-
wallis commanded one of the advance posts, General Grant
another, and Earl Percy had a post of difficulty and danger,
to which he, on all occasions, showed himself equal.

Tbe King's forces lay stilJ, getting ashore cannon; &c.,
for three or lour days, and then encamped at Flat-Bnsh.
After tbis, they moved on in three bodies, and surprised
many of tbe enemy's out-posts, and killed and took a num-
ber of men.

The ~1th, was a pretty smart action between a body of
our tmops and one of the enemy; but they fled, with con-
siderable loss. Among the prisoners taken was Lord Stir-
linK, one of the Rebel Generals.

The ~8th, the Rebels made another stand, but retreated
again very soon. This day Sullivan was taken, another of
their Generals. Nothing could behave better than tbe
.Hessians, and particnlarly their Jiigers, or Riflemen, who
are as much superiour to those of the Rebelsas it is possible
to imagine.

The ~9th, upon a movement of the meri-of-war and the
troops,the Rebels ran away, and left the Island to the con-
querors, flying over to New- York in the greatest confusion
and dismay.

Long-Island being thus in our possession,with so litt!e
loss, (for our killed is but fifty-nine, and our wounded and
prisonersonly two hundred and seventy,) OUl'men are elated.
beyond measure, and our enemies depressed.

The Rose, commanded by Captain Wallis, is gone into
the last river, to cover the transit of the troops over. But
she has been very roughly hand]ed; and two other men-of-
war, I hear, are just ordered in her room. General Wash-
ington is ready to receive us on the other side, and wilJ
welcome us ashore with the feu de joie of forty thousand
men.

I am told that the enemy have detached a body of twenty
thousand men /i'om Boston to besiege Halifax; and I hear
some of the men-of-war will sail, in two 01' three days, for
its defence. It is supposed Sir Peter Parker, as Commo-
dore, will go there in the Chatham.

Matters go on swimmingly; and I don't doubt the next
news we send you is tbat New-Yark is ours, thougb in ashes,
for the Rebel troops have vowed to put it in flames if the
Tory troops get over.

EBENEZER HAZARD TO ABRAHAM YATES.

Dobbs's Ferry, September 6, 1776.

SIR: I received yesterday a letter from the Comptroller,
in which he says, "Mr. Franklin has received no letter fl'om
Convention respecting the Albany riders; unless there is
an absolute necessity for his going constantly on one side
the river, it had best not be altered." However, notwith-
standing this, I imagine the Convention's design may be
answered by the post's riding constantly on the east side as
far up as the Ji)shkill, and then crossing, when it is his turn
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to ride on the west side, to New- Windsor; and as there are
few or no letters between New- Windsor and New- York,
the revenue of the office will not be diminished by the alter-
ation.

In the same letter the Comptroller mentions that it is
the Postmaster-General's desire I should keep my office at
Head-Quarters, as most of the letters now going are for the
army. In consequence of this I expect the Convention will
not long have the office so near them, un]ess they furnish a
rider to ply constantly between Head-Quarters to carry
thither such letters as may come for the army, and wait
there while the General gets bis despatches ready to go by,
return of post. This I should think they might do without
being at any additional expense, as I understand they have
a rider here who is to hold himself in constant readiness to
go to Head-Quarters whenever called upon. Please to
favour me with a line upon this subject as soon as you con-
veniently can.

I have not had a word from town yet respecting the
privateer.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
EBEN. HAZARD.

To Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President of Convention
at Fishkill.

EBENEZER HAZARD TO JOHN M'KESSON.

Dobbs's Ferry, September 6,1776.

DEAR SIR: Sampson gave me your letter yesterday in
due season. Their Honours, according to your account,
are like myself, very busy doing nothing. I cannot tell
where the post-office will be fixed; it is kept at present at
Hercules Cronks', next door to Major Abraham Storms', one
mile above Dobbs's Ferry; but the Comptroller has informed
me that it is the Postmaster-General's desire it would be
kept at Head-Quarters, and I am apprehensive I shall be
obliged to remove thither, unless the Convention will keep
a rider to go from hence to Head-Quarters with letters, and
wait there till the despatches are ready to go by return of
post. When the matter is settled I will let you know.
Whenever you determine contrary to the opinion of so re-
spectable a body as the Representatives of the State of
New- York, you should do it "

with submission." I cannot
get one word of true news here, tbough I have made dili-
geut inquiry. I send you a newspaper containing a new
resolve of Congress.

I am yours,

To John McKesson, EsqUIre.

EBEN. HAZARD.

COLONEL BIRDSALL TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fishkill, September 6,1776.

SIR: At this critical hour I conceive time will not admit
for me to tarry. The Secretary told me to-day to wait till
four o'clock and my business should be done soon enough to
ride part of the way home to-night. I have nothing at
present to ask for but the bounty for my company, and that
to them I am engaged, and that I have to-day applied for.
It is a fact, if soldiers are not paid according to promise
they have a just cause to complain.

N. B. In regard to Colonel Smith's regiment, he has dis-
charged none of his men; but when he parted with me at
New-Rochelle he was determined to make a stand on some
part of the east end of Long-Island, and collect his regi-
ment to advance, as circumstances would admit, westward
to oppose our enemy; but as his regiment now, some part
of them went with him and some by themselves, and some
now waiting and ready to go, and some dispersed to their
friends for relief till further orders, an immediate call is
now for every hearty American friend to proceed, as I intend
to do, for the protection of Long-Island. And so I remain
your sincere friend, and am ready with heart and hand to
defend the cause of America.

BENJ. BIRDSALL, Lieutenant- Colonel.

LIEUTENANT WILLIAMS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Fishkill, September 6, 1776.

GENTLR~JEN: I was informed this day by some of the
gentlemen of the Convention, that you wanted me to give

the best information relative to Colonel Smith's regiment.
Time will not permit me in person to do it. After my com-
pliments to the Convention, I take the pleasure of giving
them a detail of the aft:1.iras nigh as I can. The day our
regiment marched from New- York we were met near Har-
lem by Mr. Townsend and Lawrence. They informed us
that we were to be put on Long-Island at some fate or
other; but whether we were to be put,.over as a regiment to
be stationed there or not, I cannot pa~rticularlytell. How-
ever Colonel Smith gave leave for every man to shift for
himself in getting their effects and families off from Long-
Island, and as I took it he did not expect the regiment to
form again. I told them that I did not look upon it in the
power of the Colonel to discharge me from the service, and
therefore should hold myself in readiness to execute any
lawful orders should be given by your Convention, and
should expect to continue in service until discharged agree-
able to resolution of Congress.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
THos. WILLIAMS,1st Lieutenant oj

Captain Nostrand's Company.

To the Convention of the State of New- YQrk.

RICHARD THORNE TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fishkill, September 6, 1776.

SIR: I have been informed that one of the Representa-
tives of the State of New- York publickly said in the hon-
ourable body over which. you preside, that from the testi-
mony of Colonel Jeronimus Remsen I had deserted his
regiment without any cause known to him, or words to that
effect; and that some disagreeable intimations were then
given of my being disaffected to the cause of my country.
As I feel myself much injured by such declarations or inti-
mations, I beg the patience of you, sir, and the Convention,
while I shortly state the manner and occasion of my short
absence from the regiment.

On Tuesday, the 20th ultimo, in the Jines at Brookland,
I was seized with a disorder frequent in our camps-the
flux. I continued there without any remission ORduty with
my disorder increasing, and on Thursday night following
was almost all night out with a guard on Fort Oblong, with
a very hea,'y dew and extremely uncomfortable, although
my disorder had then become of the worst and bloody spe-
cies of that name. The too free use of tbe good things of this
life by the commanding officer of the regiment, to which,
however, he might have been induced by the inclemency of
the weather and the absence of the Lieutenant-Colonel
left me that night without any assistance, and obliged me s~
to expose myself to the most inclement weather during the
night, and nearly endangered my life fi'om my disorder. I
continued, however, in camp with the disorder increased to
a high degree, affording every countenance and aid in my
power until Sunday, the 25th day of the month, when Col-
onel Remsen was pleased to give me a permit, here ready to
be shown to the honourable Convention, and in the words
following, to wit:

"
Brookland, August 25, 1776.

"
The bearer hereof, Mr. Richard Thorne, Major of Col-

onel Jeronimus Remsen's regiment, being sick and weak, not
able to do duty in the regiment, is permitted to return hom~
to recruit himself. JERONIMUSREMSEN.

"
To all Officers concerned."

As to the state of weakness and debility I was reduced
to by the disorder and fatigue I underwent, I cheerfully ap-
peal to Dr. Latham, who attended me, and is now in Fish-
kill. . The almost unremitted application of my time, and
any little talents God has been pleased to give me, to the
attending Committees and the cause of my country, in one
way or another, for several months past, will, I trust, effect-
ually prevent any suspicions of tbose who best know me
that I have any spark of disaffection; but it cannot but rrive
me pain that any such disagreeable intimations with respect
to me should from any quarter undeservedly have been given
to the Convention.

I have the honour to be your most obedient, humb]e ser-
vant, RICHARD THORNE.

To tbe President and Convention of the Representatives of
the State of New- York.
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G~NtRA.t GATJ;:S TO GENERAL SCHUYL~R.

Ticonderoga, Septembpr 6, 1776.

DEARGENERAL: Yesterday I received t.heenc]osed let-
ter from Colonel Bayley, /i'om Cohos, with a IIessian de-
serter, whose examination and capitulation you will find in
the packet.

This moment I got your letter of the 3d instant, and have
just now seen Captain Todd. The measure of quitting
Eong-Island may, for anything I can tell, be a necessary
one, but I cannot help having my apprehensions for the
consequences. I am happy to hear our troops behaved
with so much true courage and magnanimity. To lose a
post, or even a battle, may be our misfortune, as it has often
been the misfortune of the bravest and most experienced
veterans, but Great Britain loses everything upon this Con-
tinent the moment our troops can be brought to fight theirs
in the open field.

Enclosed is a copy of my last letter to General Arnold;
also a copy of my orders and instructions to Colonel Wig-
glesworth.

If your Indian intelligence, of the enemy intending to
penetrate by the way of Oswego, has proved abortive, I
wish you would immediately reinforce Fort George with all
the troops that can be spared from Albany, and upon both
communications, as Colonel Gansevoort complains for want
of men to guard and forward the provisions across the Lakes.
Pray order Mr. Douw, the A. D. Q. M. G., to attend his
duty immediately at the carrying-place. The gl'indstones,so
much wanted, are not yet sent here. If my Aid-de-Camp,
Major Peirce, is in Albany, I beg you will acquaint him it
is my positive orders he cornes here immediately.

September 8, 1776.- The grindstones are just arrived,
but no musket cartridge paper. The enclosed letter from
Lieutenant-Colonel Gansevoort, obliges me to send Colonel
Phinney's New-Hampshire regiment to Fort George, to
batteau the flour from. thence. This regiment came lately
from Boston, where they were all inoculated and cleansed
from the small-pox. At the same time as you order a
detachment from below to Lake George, you will order
Colonel Phinney, upon his being relieved, to return to this
post. No intelligence that can be depended upon has yet
arrived from the fleet. Scouts and parties are out, both by
land and by water, to make discoveries. This moment two
hogsheads. with cartridge paper are arrived from Fort
George. The paper is rather too thick lor musket cart-
ridges, and too thin for cannon-but it must do until we get
better. I am, &c., Ho. GATES.

To Major-General Schuyler.

The ExamiQation of Anthony Hasselaband, of Colonel
Riedesel's regiment of Dragoons, who deserted at Montreal
the 24th June, with nineteen others, but does not know
what became of them. Says:

That in February one thousand Hessians, three thousand
Brunswickers, and three thousand Westphalians, the latter
all Roman Catholicks, embarked on board forty-six Dutch
vessels, at Staad, in Hanover, and sailed for America; that
forty-three of these arrived at Quebeck 27th May, the other
three being blown off from the fleet in a storm about Easter,
and supposed to be lost; that some time in June the whole
marched for Montreal, where they arrived the latter end of
the same month.

That five hundred of the TVestphalians and Brunswicker
troops were drafted as Dragoons, horses purchased in Can-
ada, and daily training for that purpose. Five hundred
more were drafted as Riflemen. The whole are new re-
cruits, from sixteen to twenty-two years of age, quartered
at Longueil, opposite Montreal, under the command of
Colonel Beluitz, of the Brunswick troops.

That at Quebeck ten of the Germans had deserted; one
was afterwards, at Longueil, ordered to mn the gauntlet,
through three hundred men; but the whole of the German
troops mutinied, owing to their not ret.:eiving their pay and
provisions as promised them, refused to inflict the punish-
ment, and were going to murder the General, but Colonel
Beluitz quieted them with promises of their receiving their
alJowances regularly for the future. That he understood al1
the Germans were to return about Michaelmas, and that the
English and Canadians amounted to about 5,000 men.

September 5, 1776.

CAPITULATION.

His Serene Highness the Duke of Brunswick, having
thought fit to complete and strengthen his serene Dragooll
Regiment, aJl his Infantry Regiments, and his Rifle Corps,
and committed the recruiting to me, the subscriber, Colonel
Riedesel, Lord of Eisenback, and me thereunto authorizing:
therefore, have herewith engaged Anthony Hasselaband,
born in Kirchshagen, age twenty-one years, - months,
religion Catholick, measuring five feet seven inches, as a
Rangel' of Horse, and promise him his usual Brunswick
pay, and more thall double the pay in case of a march,
.besides bread and other emoluments and capitulation of six
years, al1er which determination he sha]] be discharged
without hindrance.

Given at Head-Quarters, Wolfenbuttel,20th Jan., 1776.
RIEDESEL,

Colonel and Chi~f of a
Dragoon and Independent Regiment.

[SEAL.]

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL HARTLEY.

Tyonderoga, September 6, 1776.

SIB: I have sent General Arnold, by this conveyance, a
reinforcement of seventy men, and have desired him to re-
turn the detachment of your regiment to Crown-Point. I
desire you will directly order the oar-makers to bring up all
the oars now made to Tyonderoga. If convenient, they
may also bring what stuff they have on hand unmade up.
There wiJl be no necessity for their returning to that place.
So you may for the present withdraw any party you had at
the oar-makers' encampment. All the oar-makers must
come up with the oars, &c.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
To Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley.

Ho. GATES.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, September 6, 1776.

HONOUREDSIB: There has been a very heavy cannon-
ading down the Lake all this morning. It is, undoubtedly,
between our fleet and the enemy; so that you may prepare
accordingly. I have sent down a boat just now, to know
more particularly.

Sir, I think it of the greatest consequence to hold this
ground, if possible. If the enemy should get it, it will be
a severe blow. I mean to act agreeable to your orders in
all respects.

I would be glad you would immediately send down
Colonel Wayne's regiment, or the Second Regiment of
Pennsylvanians. If you, from the information I can give
you, should think proper to reinforce or strengthen this post
further, it may be done if the regiment could be here this
evening, with some intrenching tools. I think we could
finish a work, by morning, that would hurt them as much as
the action at Bunkel" sHill.

I am, in haste, your most humble servant,
'rHOS. HARTL~Y.

To General Gates.
P. S. I shall fire three four-pounders, within a short space

of time /i'om each other, in case the enemy approach before
I call send Or hear from you. T. HARTLEY.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL HARTLEY.

Tyonderoga, September 6, 1776-8 lit night.

SIR: This moment I received your letter of this forenoon
by the bearer. Instead of thinking the support of Crown-
Point an object upon this emergency, it is my positive or-
ders to you, that in case of the defeat of our fleet, you
immediately retire, with what is saved from their overthrow,
to Tyonderoga; better fortune may await America, than that
its naval force upon this Lake should be destroyed. Should
unhappily that be the case, you are to obey my orders.

I am, &c., HORATIOGATES.
To Colonel Hartley.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.
Head.Quarters, Ticonderoga, September 6, 1776- ~

8 o'clock at night. 5
SIR: The following is an extract of a letter this moment
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received from Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley, commanding
officer at Crown-Point:

"Friday, ;J o'clock.-There has been a very heavy can-
nonading down the Lake a1l this morning. It is, undoubt-
edly, between our fleet and the enemy; so that you may
prepare accordingly. I have sent down a boat just now, to
know more particularly."

I am exceedingly vexed that it is above a month since I
wrote you, repeatedly, for musket cartridge p~per, and not
one sheet yet arrived. Let me entreat you to send, if not
the exact sort we want, as many old books or such substi-
tute as you can procure. The moment I know the result
of this firing down the Lake, I will acquaint you of it by
express.

I all}, dear General, &c.,
To General Schuyler.

HORATIO GATES.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, Sept. 6, 1776-2 o'clQck, p. m.

HONOUREDSIR : Sincemy last,at eleven o'clock thismorn-
jog, we have heard 00 firing down the Lake. There must
have been hot work. Some noise was heard all the morn-
ing, but not till about ten o'clock was it known to be
cannon, when upwards of one hundred cannon shot were
distinctly heard. I have sent a trusty officer and five men
down tbe Lake, who are to return immediately and bring me
intelligence. There are about one hundred officers and men
of this regiment along with the fleet. Perhaps this is no
unlucky circumstance.

I have called in all my out-parties except a few scouts.
I have all my men on fatigue-four fQur-pm,mders,three of
them mounted. I shall give you the signal of firing three
guns within a minute or two of each other, should the
enemy be approaching.

In my works here I can fight one thousand or fifteen
hundred men conveniently. If you send me a good regi-
ment I will dispose of them to the best advantage I am
capable. There are only three places on this point which
the enemy can make a landing at without the utmost diffi-
culty. ThQse three avenues may be stopped in a little time.

My men are in good spirits, as many as I have. By
to-morrow morning, if I should have no assistance, we would
give a couple of thousand men some difficulty to take our
little works fi'OInus.

H you send a regiment to reinforce me, I believe, sir, you
might securely leave the eighteen-pounder here, and send a
few more artillerymen; or, if you please, I shall send the
cannon up immediately.

I have made every disposition that my small judfTment
would admit of, either to fight the enemy, or to make"a re-
treat, if upon aJl circumstances, it were necessary. I hope to
act in such a manner as will be perfectly agreeable to you.

Please to direct the fol!owing articles to be sent me this
evening: One field carriage (if possible) for a four-pound-
er, one hundred cartridges for the same gun, and the like
number of bags of c_annistershot; if the eighteen-pounder
remains here, a carriage for that. Excuse my incorrectness,
being in great haste.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your-most humble
servant, THOMAS HARTLEY.

To General Gates.

P. S. Entrenching tools are very badly wanted. I shall
perhaps send you another express this evening, if I hear any
firing from below. Should our fleet have happened to have
been successful, the regiment YOIlsend may return to-morrow
or next day. I would also be glad that the following arti-
cles were sent this evening: 4 lint stocks, 4 priming-wires
for a four-pounder, 1 coil slow-match, 3 ladles for those guns,
and =3pair drag-ropes.

Yours, &c., THOMAS HARTLEY.

As our officers have delivered up a1l their papers to make
cartridges for the Artillery, we sbaH want paper to write let-
ters unless a few quires be sent us. T. H.

GOVERRNOUR TRUMBULL TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Lebanon, September 6, 1776.

GENTLF.MEN:I presume you are already informed that
our army has retreated from ~ong-Island, and the enemy

are in possession of that and Go'/)ernour's Island, which,
with tbe command of the west end of the Sound, wil1
enable them to land at pleasure either at York-Island, at
Westchester, or Horse-Neck. In case they should land on
the first, tbey wi1ldivide our army into two parts, but should
they elect either of the latter places, and their ships should
at the same time run up tbe North River, they will cut off
our army from the country and all supplies, and will lay the
country, especia1ly the west part of this State, from whence
a1l our Militia are drawn off to join the army, wholly at
their mercy. Should this be the case, it wil1 be of gl'~at
importance that a sufficient force should be collected at or
near Westchester, to protect the country from incursions,
and, as opportunity may offer, make a diversion in favour 01
the main army. To effect this purpose as far as is in our
power, I have ordered two regiments of Light-Horse, and
the regiments of Militia which remain in this State, to march
witb the utmost expedition to Westchester, but as they alone
wjJ\ be inadequate to the purpose intended, I hav,e taken
the liberty to propose to the State of Rhode-Island to join
their Militia with ours, and now beg leave to propose to you
to send such part of your Militia as you think proper to
join them. .

The critical situation of the army, and the important
consequences that will ensue from the events of this cam-
paign, make it necessary to exert ourselves to the utmost,
to procure a favourable issue. I make not tbe least doubt
of your ready eoncurrence in every proper and necessary
measure, and am,

Gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JONTH. TRUMBULl..

To the Hon. General Assembly of the State of ]t;[a$sa-
chusetts-Bay.

STATE m CONNEbTICUT.

BY THE CAPTAIN-GENERAL.

To SAMUELABBOT,Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of the Twen-
tiet//,Regiment of Militia, in this State, Greeting;

Whereas it appears our enemies are now making their
most vigorous exertions to subjugate and destroy these
American States; and by their movements it looks highly
probable, they are endeavourjng to throw over a force upon
the main, to cut off our communication with New-Yorl;c,
both by land and water,which makesit necessaryto thrQw
in all the succours in 0111'power, in this critical and perbaps
decisive moment:

I do hereby, therefore, by the advice of my Council of
Safety, order and direct you forthwith, without delay, to
can out your regiment, and see them wen equipped, both
officers and men, and march towards New-York, and ren-
dezvous at or near Westchester, and there wait till orders,
in order to be ready to cooperate with the Continental
Army in the best manner to defeat the purposes of our
enemies.

Given under my hand at Lebanon, this sixth day of Sep-
tember, A. D. 1776. JONTH. TRUMBULL.
To Colonel Samuel Abbott, in Norwich.

N. B. Those troops who are ordered to march ont of
this State will be paid twenty shillings each, before or on
their march, in part of payor wages, and the chief com-
manding officer in each regiment, on application to him,
may excuse such of his regiment from marching as on ac-
count of sickness, or other peculiar circumstances, he shall
judge reasonable. J. T.

.TOHN Sf,OSS HOBART TO NEW-YORK CONVENTroN.

Fairfield, September 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This win be handed to you by Mr. Uriah
Jt:litchell, of Qlleen's County, who was employed by Mr.
Townsend and myself as an express, but was prevented
from crossing the Sound tin we got to Sou/Mold. He has
despatches which will inform yon of our proceedings till
Saturday noon; for what has happened since that time I
must refer you to him, as he is perfectly acquainted with
all the particuJars.

Mr. Mitchell had been driven from home by the Tories
for having been very active in the Arnencan cause on
which account I take the liberty to recommend hi~ to
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Convention for some employment that will afford a main-
tenance for the present.

I shall sail upon an expedition to the Island to-night. As
soon as it is over, I shall use aU possible despatch to join
Convention.

In the mean time, have the honour to be your obedient
servant, JOHN SLOSS HOBART.

To Abraham Yates, Esq., President of the New- York
Convention.

DAVID GELSTON TO THE COMMITTEE FOR NEW-LONDON,

CONNECTICUT.

Saybrook, September 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:By accounts this moment received from
Long-Island, there are no Ministerial troops to the east-
ward of Jamaica. Colonel Livingston is now gone off for
Loner-Island with his men; he had no time to write you.
I write by his request. He and I submit to your considera-
tion, that if it be possible to send over a number of troops,
as many as you can, if only one hundred men, whetber it
would not be of great service? If ten thousand could be
sent as was talked of (when with Mr. Shaw yesterday) to
Huntington, I presume, gentlemen, you see the infinite ser-
vice it would be to the grand struggle we are engaged in.
Would not naval force be of great use? If it should be
determined upon to send only a small number of troops,
Colonel Livingston begs they may join him at Canoe
Place. Does not all possible despatch appear necessary?

. I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, DAVIDGELSTON.
To the Committee, New-London.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, September 6, 1776.

SIR: The necessity which caused the unexpected evacua-
tion of Long-Island, hath alarmed the General Assembly
of this State, as it seems that communications cannot be
kept open with an Island where the enemy's ships can ap"'
proach. This hath filled us with apprehensions for the
Town of Newport and the Island of Rhode-Island, which
are of so great importance to this and the other United
States. Upon which the Assembly hath thought proper to
appoint John Collins, Joshua Babcock, and Joseph Stanton,
Esquires, a committee to wait upon your Excellency, to ac-
quaint you with the state of this Government, and to confer
with you upon the best measures to be taken for its defence,
and with respect to the Island of Rhode-Island. I beg the
favour of your Excellency to treat them with the most
entire confidence, and have no doubt but that the same dis-
position which hath always induced you to manifest your
regard to this State, wiII induce you to give us your best
advice and assistance.

Upon receiving information of the landing of the enemy
upon Long-Island, and a letter from Governour Trumbull,
acquainting us with your request that a body of men might
be thrown upon the east end of that Island, this State
ordered the w hole brigade, with the two galleys, and a
sufficient quantity of provisions and ammunition, to proceed
to that Island, and ordered them to be replaced by the
Militia of the State.

We exerted ourselves to get them in readiness, and some
of them were under orders to proceed, when we received
the most uncertain and aggravated accounts of the evacna-
tion of Long~lsland, which occasioned us to stop the men
until we could receive intelligence to be depended upon;
which we did not gain until the last evening. I beg lea ve
to observe to your Excellency tbe advantages that may
accrue to the common cause from the several States having
early and authentick inte)]jgence of all matters of impor-
tance that shall happen, and to request your Excellency to
favonr us with accounts of everything material.

1 have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem
and respect, sir, your Excellency's most obedient, humble
servant, NICHOLAS COOKE.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General
and Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the United
States of America, New- York.

SELECTMEN OF CHARLESTOWN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COM-
MITTEE OF SAFETY.

Charlestown, [Number Four,] September 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour came to hand yesterday, in-
10rminO" us of General Gates's complaint against the con-
duct of a person acting as a physician in this town, inocu-
lating soldiers for the small pox when on their march to
the army. Had the General's complaint been founded
upon the whole truth of facts, it would most certainly have
been highly justifiable by all good men, and the doctor pun-
Ished, as every enemy to his country deserves. No doubt
the General was by somebody informed of such proceed-
ings: probably an enemy to the doctor, or to the scheme of
inoculating for the small pox-the most glorious invention
ever yet found out for the preserving the lives of mankind
against the power or that sovereign disorder in its natural
course, which has been for many years approved of by the
most skillful physicians in most of the civilized States on
earth, and is now recommended by tbe Continental Con-
gress, and by the several Assemblies of New- York, Con-
necticut, Rhode-Island, and the .Massachusetts-Bay.

We received General Gates's letter of the 10th of Au-
gust, upon tbe subject of complaint, which hath been
answered by the Committee of Safety, a copy of which
you have herewith enclosed.

We conceive it rather hard that we should bear the whole
weight of General Gates's resentment, since other towns
have been guilty of the like offence. There have been
many of the soldiers inoculated at Keene and Claremont,
and we do not at present see why it is not as likely that the
small pox should be carried to the army from either of those
places, as fi'om here. We have no reason to believe that
any of the soldiers have carried it from hence to the army,
but we can wilh great truth assert that the small pox has
been, by the soldiery, brought and left here-one man
who came from Ticonderoga, another belonging to Colonel
Wigglesworth's regiment, and another belonging to Colonel
Whitcomb's regiment. And we have reason to slIspect that
several of the inhabitants bave taken it from the soldiers
of the two Contineutal regiments, on their route through
this town, fi'om Boston to Ticonderoga, who were inoc-
ulated at Boston.

We are desil'Ousof quieting the minds of our brethren in
the army, in case we can be assured that the small pox
shall not be brought here again by the soldiers, who are
continually marching to and from the army. Upon these
several circumstances we SlIppose it cannot be kept out of
the town, and we must conceive it to be a breach of privi-
lege to be deniedof the same liberty (of inoculatingour
families) that other towns in tbis Colony enjoy, which we
suppose at present to be high1y expedient for their safety,
which we can do, and not expose any soldiers marching to
and from the army, or anybody else, as we had proposed to
remove the pest-house from where it now is to about two
miles distance fl'Omthe town and from the road; and put
the management of it under such proper regulations as that
no person hereafter shall be exposed to take it in the natural
way. We had proposed to lay the doctor, the nurses, at-
tendants, and each person inoculated, under bonds, not to
spread it through their means, so that all persons may be
assured of safety in that regard. Nothwithstanding, if it be
your will and pleasure that a final stop be put to it in this
town, we will do our endeavour to do it, but it's impossible
at present to cleanse the town of it. The inocu]ation is
stopped at present; therefore beg to know YOU\'sentiments
of the matter. Pray, gentlemen, consider tbat we are more
exposed than all the people of the Colony besides.

Gentlemen, we are your humble servants.
SAMUEL HUNT,

WM. HAYWOOD,

ENOS STEVENS.

.':Jelectmenof Charlestown.
To the Hon. Committee of Safety.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GUILFORD, SOUTH CAROLINA,
DATED SEPTEMBER 7, 1776.

Since my last, anI' publick affairs are in statu quo, except
our Indian affairs. General Rutherford, from the District
of Salisbury, hath gone over the mountain with a considera-
ble army, to the middle towns, where the Southern Army
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WILLIAM ELLERY TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.
_ Philadelphia, September 7, 1776.

SIR: As Mr. Hopkins expects that the post will get to
Providence before him, he hath left with me the second and
third of exchange drawn by Andrew Caldwell, Treasurer,
upon Philip Moore, A. Mercer, J. Donaldson, and W.
Erskin, Esquires, owners of the pri\'ateers Congress and
Chance, New-England, in I:wour of you and others, a com-
mittee for building the two frigates at Providepce, for thirty-
seven thousand. five hundred Continental dollars, value
received of Stephen Hopkins, Esquire; and hath requested
me to transmit to you one of the bills by the post, and to
keep the other. Agreeably to his request, I now enclose
you the second of exchange-the first bill he hath with
him-and wish it may go safe.

Mr. Hopkins tells me that he doth not propose to return
to Congress until Spring, if ever. It is, therefore, necessary
that an additional Delegate should be immediately appointed;
for, otherwise, the State of Rhode-Island may be unrepre-
sented, which might be attended with pernicious conse-
quences to us. I may fall sick, and not be able to attend
Congress when some matter may be brought upon the car-
pet which will immediately relate to our State; not to men-
tion that if two Delegates were here, they might have an
opportunity to relax, now and then, from that constant atten-
tion which, if one Delegate only should be continued here,
he would be obliged to give, unless he should leave the
State unrepresented in Congress, which I am determined
not to do, let what will be the consequence; and a constant
attendance on Congress for nine months, without any relax-
ation, is too much even for a robust constitution. Besides,
it is necessary that motions should be made and supported;
in which case, the advantage of having two on the same
side is manifest. In causes of no great importance it is
common to engage two lawyers; and the vulgar observation,
that" two hearls are better than one," is just. Can, then,
the State of Rhode-Island hesitate about immediately ap-
pointing an additional Delegate? I am sure it cannot.

I should be exceedingly glad that Governour Hopkins
might return; for he is well acquainted with the mode of
conducting business, and is well esteemed in Congress-; and
I have reason to think, from what hath passed, that we
should act in concert and harmony. But if he should con-
clude not to return, it would be best that two should be
immediately appointed; for matters of great consequence
will be on the carpet. In the multitUdeof coul1cil is safety;
and, in ~hat case, the Delegates might alternately visit
home, brac_eup their relaxed minds and bodies by a journey
and enjoying their native air, and thereby be better able to
discharge the duties of their office. There is nothing aO'ainst
our State appointing three Delegates but the expense;' and
if the amount of the allowance to the two Delegates, and
their expenses for one year, be summed up, and compared
with what would be the amount of the expense, to the State,
of these Delegates, at five dollars per day, I believe the dif-
ference will be found to be but trifling. But if it should be
something considerable, I am sure' the benefits resulting to
the State therefrom would compensate for any such addi-
tional expense. If a Confederacy should hereafter take
place, a Council of State would doubtless be appointed, in
which case, our State would have only one Delegate to
support constantly. The other two, If three shou]d be
appointed, would be present only a small part of the year,
when the Congress should sit.

Mr. Hopkins will acquaint you with the news, and the
state of our armies, &c., so that I bope I shall be excused
in not saying anything on those subjects. The same reason
will excuse my not writing to the Assembly by this post.

DOCTOR WE;ISENTH.,\LL TO MATTHEW TILGHMAN. I wrote a letter to send by the last post, out, unluckily, the
Baltimoretown, September7, 1776. post had set out before my letter reached the office.

SIR: The bearer, Dr. Andrew Porter, having been a Congress have ordered one of our battalions to New-
candidate for q Surgeon's place on the Surgeon's list for York, and its place to be supplied with a battalion of Mili-
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and ours are to join the 9th of this instant, by whom we hope
to have a O'oodaccount of the Indians. The Virginia troopsb . .
are forming at Long-Island, and expect to be ready to VISit
the upper towns by the middle of this month. The South-
ern army hath destroyed several of the lower towns, got a
great deal of old corn, and destroyed the new. The .Indians
seem sick of their undertaking, and threaten to kill all the
whites in the nation. The Tories who fled to them, and
perhaps incited them to take up the hatchet, are flying from
them, and surrendering to the friends of liberty, among whom
is the famous Robinson.

Williamsburg, Va., September7,1776.

A ~'essel is safe arrived at Hampton with one thousand
bushels of salt, and a small quantity of rum and sugar; the
master of whic.h gives us reason. to expect a number ~of
others in a few weeks, with salt and other useful articles.
The West-India [slands are in a starving condition for want
of the America1t~plie~.

COUNCIL OF VIRGINIA TO THE PUESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

In Council, 'Villiamsburg, July 20, 1776.

SIR: We had the honour to receive your letter of the
8th instant, enclosing the Declaration of Independence and
the resolve of Congress respecting the augmentation of thE:)
Rifle corps at New-York. We. shall take care to have the
Declaration immediately published so as that the people
may be IIl;1iversally informed of it, who, we have the pleas-
ure to inform you, have been impatiently expecting it, and
will receive it with joy.

Weare perfectly satisfied of the utility of riflemen, and
wish it was in our power to assist in raising the number in
our country, voted by Congress for the support of New- York;
but the Convention has adjourned, and we are vested with
no powers which can, in any manner, enforce or carry into
execution that vote. If commissions coulq be sent to proper
persons, they might raise companies which would have a
right to march to New-York, but we could not oblige them
to do so.

It is with pleasure, sir, we observe that YOll say, in .con-
sequence of the Declaration you are fully convinced that
our affairs"may take a more favourable turn, and we firmly
rely on the protection and continuat1ce of the powerful
interposition of that Being whose power no creature is able
to resist.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient and most bumble servant,

JOHN PAGE, President.
To the President of Congress.

CAPTAIN NICHOLSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

September 7,1776.

SIR: By the enclosed requisition, you'll find I have taken
upon me to put part of the' Militia on duty. Be pleased to
take the matter under consideration, and give such orders to
the GeneraJs or Colo'nels as you shall think proper. They
are both out of town, which obliges me to act. For further
particulars, must refer you to my brother.

I am yours, B. NICHOLSON.

A COPY OF ORDERS.

Baltimore town, September 6, 1776.

SIR: I must request your company to go on guard until
I can hear from the Council of Safety, which, I judge, will
be to-morrowH0.1'next day at ,furthest. The necessity of
the case will, I hope, induce you to comply (although my
requ.isitiondoe:;not flow from strict authority) when I inform
you that the German companies have marching orders, and
this day at twelve o'cJock desire relief; and Captain
Nathaniel Smith, whom I have applied to for that purpose,
says 'tis out of his power. B. NICHOLSDN.
To the Commanding Officer of the Independent Company.

some time, and is now willing to go as such in a battalion
going to the flying camp. His abilities for that station are
such that can recommend him.

Being with due respect, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, C. \V EISENTHALL.

To the Hon. ]}latthew Tilghman, Esq., President of the
Convention', Annapolis.
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tia from Massachusetts. It was moved,at first, that both
the battalions should be ordered thither. I opposed the
motion to the best of my abilities, and think we have come
off pretty well. I expect that if our affairs at New- York
should take an ill turn, that the other battalion will be
ordered from our State; for it is the sentiment of Congress
that the Continental battalion should be drawn together,
for that greater reliance is to be placed in them than in a
Mi]itia unaccustomed to discipline and the hardships of a
camp; and, indeed, the liberties of this country, in my
opinion, cannot be established but by a large standing army.

Hearti]y wishing success to our cause, and to you, sir,
and your family, health and prosperity, I continue to be,
with great respect, yours, W. ELLERY.
To Governour Cooke.

CERTIFICATE IN FAVOUR OF JOHN RYaN.

SIR: I entered on board his Majesty's ship Roebuck at
London, August 14, ] 775; and being stationed on this
coast, on the 27th March last I was ordered on board of 1!
pilot boat under the command of Lieutenant Ball. The
28th of the same instant was taken prisoner at Lewistown;
from which place I was seot to Dover, where I remained
till the 12th of May; from which place I was sent to New-
Castle, where Mr. Ball and myself were to go on board
the Roebuck; but, to our great diiappointment, the Roebuck
sailed for Virginia. By orders from the Committee of
Safety, on the] 9th of May I was confined to this gaol,
where, most of the time, I have been close-]ocked in one
room, not being allowed any friend to speak to me.
, I am, sir, your most humbleand obedientservant,

JOHN RYON.

Philadelphia Gaol, September 7, 1776.

These are to certify that the above John Ryon, seaman
of his Majesty's ship the Roebuck, is prisoner in this gaol
since the 19th of May last, in close confinement; and from
all the inquiry I have made, find that he behaved himself
firm and steadfast to his duty, by refusing every temptation
and offer which have been made to him by the Rebels; do
therefore recommend him to his Captain, and all officers in
his Majesty's service, as a well-behaved young man.

DANL.McDoNALD,Brigadier-General.

ADDRESS TO THE PUBLICK.

Freedom of speech and writing, on matters of puhlick
concern, having, in every free country, been considered the
best bulwark to preserve the spirit of liberty from degener-
ating into supineness and slavery, it gave me ~reat pleasure
to observe that the Convention of Pennsylvania, in their
declaration of the rights of the inhabitants, have made it an
object of thljir deliberation, viz: "That the people have a
right to freedom of speech, and of writing and publishing
their sentiments; .therefore, the freedom of the press ought
not to be restrained."

On this principle I presume to offer a general hint to the
consideration of the publick, and hope I do not therein
exceed the line of prudence, or injure the personal charac-
ter of anyone.

Those who indulge the idea that the conduct of men in
publick stations is exempt from impartial scrutiny,enter-
tain notions incompatible with the good of society; for it is
not merelythe men, but the measures,which form the <rood
or ill of society. It is the right of examination, and to
remedy the defects, that constitute the safety of the people;
and when that right is infringed, the Constitution falls a
sacrifice to tyranny and usurpation. To appoint men of
wisdom and virtue to places of publick notoriety is the char-
acteristick of a judicious nation. Justice and temperance
should be the standard for the appointment, and the meas-
ures will ever be gloriously supported; for the end cannot
be crowned with a happy success where the means to obtain
it are founded in pub]ick or private wrongs.

The statesman, the officer, Quartermaster, Commissary
and all those in subordination to them, should be honest'
disinterested, and free; otherways, the people, from who~
they derive all their power, and are accountable to, will feel
the effects of their intemperate measures: instead of distri-

butive justice, we shall be subdued by passion and resent-
ment; and the property of the subject, instead of being
protected, will be robbed by avaricious and wicked men.

We are now entering on a scene of publick calamity, to
which our feelings and possessions have before been rather
strangers; and great care ought to be taken to admit none
to govern us, either in a civil or military capacity, but those
whose ways are marked out by justice and peace.

The Americans, in general, are considered as a noble
and generous people; and their contest with Great Britain
founned on the rights of mankind, and in the historick page,
will fill posterity with amazement and veneration.

It will be well to examine into the propriety of the hint
I have here offered, and if any advantages may be reaped
from it, we shall show our wisdom and our spirit of liberty
by determining to pursue them. D

J'himdelphia, September 7,1776.

GENERAL MERCER TO GENERAL 'fiSHINGTON.

Amboy, 8 o'clock, A. M., September 7,1776.

SIR: I have been confined two days by a fever, which
has not yet left me. It is a great mortification that I have
it not in my power to attend at Head-Quarters. It would,
however, have been impossible for any officer from this place
to be in time at New- York. By some neglect of the mes-
senger, your letter was not delivered tiIJ seven this morning.

General Roberdeau waits on your Excellency, to know
the result of your determinations, and to inform you of the
state of the troops in the New-Jerseys.

My ideas of the operations for this campaign are to pre-
vent the enemy from executing their plan of a junction
between the armies of Howe and Burgoyne, on which the
expectations of the King and Ministry are fixed. We
should keep New- York if possible, as the acquiring of that

will give eclat to the arms of Great Britain, afford the sol-
diers good quarters, and furnish a safe harbour for the fleet.
If it even could be retained a month or two, keeping the
field so long in this climate may be supposed to affect the
health of European troops very much. On the other
hand, a fi'ee and safe communication with the Counties from
whence supplies of men and provisions can come to your
army, is a consideration of superiour moment to 'any other.
How far both those objects may be within the compass of
your Excellency's force I cannot pretend to judge, having
a very inadequate knowledge of the particulars necessary to

found an opinion upon.
I have not seen Colonel Rawlings, but gave general

orders at all the posts along the Jersey shore that the troops
from Maryland should proceed immediately to New- York.
I hope to be able very soon to effect some enterprise on
Staten-Island, when we have a sufficient number of men for
the Flying-Camp to dispose along the different posts; but
the Militia are not the men for such a purpose. Four Col-
onels were with me some nights ago to inform that their men
would fight the enemy on this side, but would not go over
to Staten-Island.

I have the honour to be, sir, your Excellency's most obe-
dient servant, HUGH MERCER.

To His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-
Chief.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 13th September.]

New-York, September 7, 1776.

SIR: This will be delive~ed you by Captain ~Martindale
and Lieutenant Turner, who were taken last Fall in the
armed brig Washington, and who, with Mr. Childs, the 2d
Lieutenant, have lately effected their escape from Halifax.

Captain ft'lartindale and those two officers have applied
to me for pay from the 1st of January to this time; but
not conceiving myself authorized to grant it, however reason-
able it may be, as they were only engaged till the last of
December, at their instance I have mentioned the matter to
Congress,and submit their case to their consideration.

I have the honour to be with profound respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.
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JOSEPH TRUMBULL, COMMISSARY-GENERAL, TO THE PRESI-

DENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 11th September. Referred to Colonel Lee, Mr. Hooper, and Mr.
Sherman.] . .

New-York, September 7, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed I send you copies of three letters from
me--one to Genet'al Schuyler, one to Mr. Elisha Avery, (a
person of as much probity as any on earth, whom I sent to
Tyconderoga in my department,) and one to Mr.. Walter
Livingston, Deputy Commissary-General-by whIch you
find the situation of the affairs of my department in that
quarter, and my sentiments thereon.

~
beg th.esam~ may be

laid before Congress, and that they wIll consider this as my
request to be dismissed from having any further charge of
commissary matter in tbatdistrict. I cannot undertake to
act where I not only have not the countenance of the Com-
mander-in-Chief there, but every step is taken by him to
counteract all my regulations. When Mr. Avery went from
hence, he expected to go into Canada with General Gates.
At Albany General Schuyler told Mr. Avery in express
terms he would furnish money to no person in the Commis-
sary Department there but Mr. Livingston; however, Gene-
ral Gates persuaded Mr. Avery to go on. When he came
to Tyconderoga he found enough to do to put matters On
any tolerable footing. Mr. Livingston had not then, nor
has he since, ever been beyond Albany, but left all to others,
and all was in confusion. Soon after his arrival at Tycon-
derorra, General Schuyler sent Mr. Avery a temporary au-
thor~y to act, when he knew he had fuJlauthority from me,
which he had seen at Albany, and tacked to his authority a
clause restraining him from purchasing anything whatever,
however much the army might suffer for want of it. This,
Mr. Avery noticed to me. I advised with General Wash-
ington on the subject, and sent an order to Mr. Avery to
buy anything he could procure that the army wanted, any
order from General Schuyler notwithstanding. General
Washington had never restrained me or mine, and advised
the measure. After this I directed Mr. Livingston to furnish
provisions, and forward to Mr. Avery on his application or
my direction, and to regulate the several stages and posts
south of Lake George, and left Tyconderoga and Skenes-
borough to MI'. Avery's direction and regula.tion. On Gen-
eral Schuyler's return from German Flats, he sent an order
to Mr. Avery to make weekly returns of provisions to Mr.
Livinrrston. 1\1r.Avery shew the order to General Gates,
and :rote General Sch.uyler that he did not consider himself
subordinate to Mr. Livingston, and sent the returns de-
manded to General Schuyler instead of sending them to Mr.
Livingston. On this, General Schuyler wrote me he should
send for .Mr.Avery down under arrest, but would first give
me notice, on which I wrote the enclosed to him, Mr. Avery,
and Mr. Livingston. I never meant to have the returns
made by Mr. Avery to MI'. Livingston; I intended in that
department, as in this, to have the issuing store account a
check on the Magazine,and vice versa,which I have eVer
thought necessary and kept up but in this instance.

My authority from Congress of displacing, &c., any
Deputy Commissary-General, I can't exercise, as I can't put
myself, or ask any other person to take the office,where we
can't have the countenance 01'support of the Commander-
in-Chief. On the whole, where I can't have the appoint-
ment and direction of my own people, who I am in some
degree accountable for, I do not choose to act, and there-
fore beg in this case to be dismissed from any further care
or concern, and wish I may ha ve such dismission as soon
as possible, as I can't be easy to think myself in any mea-
sure accountable where I can be of no real service.

I am with great esteem and respect, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble servant, Jos. TRUMBULL.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

New-York, September 5.1776.

SIR: I have received letters from General Schuyler, Mr.
Avery, and yourself, by which I find MI'.Avery and Mr.
Yancey can neither of them be of any further service at
Tyconderoga. I must say your treatment to .Mr. Avery in
sop1e of your letters is such as I should not expect you to
give him on my account or his own; such treatment I will
not.have him subject to as I find he must be if he stays
there, both from your mann'er and General Schuyler's sup-

portin,g-you in it. I have, therefore, directed them both to
come off,and I give you thisnoticeof it that you may imme-
djately take partjcular and effectual care that the service
does not suffer. They will deliver everything to such per-
son or persons as you send to receive them, and I think it
necessary that you go yourself immediately forward to
Tyconderoga and the other posts, and see yourself that all
matters are put on a proper footing at each place.

I am, sir, your humble servant, Jos. TRUMBULL.

To WalterLivingston, Esq. .

New-York, September 5, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I received your favours-three of them by Mr.
Lucas yesterday, and one from General Schuyler. By his, I
find he is determined to get rid of you by his own sovereign
authority. I therefOt'e think it best for YOll to come off at
once and leave Ticonderoga. I must desire Mr. Yancey to
stay till Mr. Livingston can send somebody to take his
place, which shall be soon. Let General Gates know this
order, and the ground of it. Tell him I will not risk my
character in the office while General Schuyler commands
that army, but will let Congress know my refusal imme-
diately.

I am, dear sir, your most humble servant,. Jos. TRUMBULL.
To Mr. Elisha Avery.

New-York, September 5,1776. .
SIR: I received your letter respecting MI'. Avery. I have

directed him to withdraw from Tyconderoga immediately;
I find he nor any other person can have anything to do in
the CommissaryDepartmentin the northern district, without
a continual clashing with Mr. Livingston, and that he is
supported by the Commander-in-Chiefj thereforeall must
give way to him. Mr. Yancey wiII also withdraw. ~.

This I bave noticed to Mr. Livingston, that he may take
care accordingly. I never intended Mr. Avery should be .
subordinate to Mr. Livingston.

I am, sir, your mo;>tobedient servant,
J os. TRUMBULL.

To Major-General &huyler.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DOBBS'S FERRY, TWENTY-SIX

MILES FROM NEW-YORK, DATED SEPTEMBER 7, 1776.

My last gave some brief account of matters on Long-
Island. Since that letter several things have taken place
worth relating. The principal is the evacuation of Long-
Island. This mo\'ement occasioned at first some murmur-
ings among the rash and inconsiderate; but all men of sense
and reason who exercised their reflecting faculties, saw the
necessity and evident propriety of it. The enemy, whose
force upon the Island, from the best intelligence,nearly
doubled ours, had advanced within two musket-shot of our
lines, flushed perhaps with the advantage of the ground, and
rapid progress they had made towards us. The continued
rains, past fatigues, present hardships, from being exposed
to the inclement season without any covering, and future
alarms, were but lesser reasons for this measure. The im-
possibility of securing a propel' retreat in case our lines
should be carried by fixed bayonets, or we should be drove
out by bombardment, was the grand operative reason, and
such a one as all military men would deem sufficient, with-
out any other, for the manreuvre. Our Commander-in-
Chief, and the whole flower of our army, in caseof a defeat
mijsthave been killedor taken, as no reinforcementcould
have afforded them any assistance, by reason of the shipping.
To transport across a wide ferry fifteen thousand troops with
all the baggage, military stores, and even cannon, fror'nthe
forts in the enemy's mouths (as it were) in a short Summer's
night, without even those who were retreating knowing any-
thing of the matter till just embarked, required the conduct
the vigilance, the generalship of a Washington: and if Fam;
does not clarion his praises for it, she is not impartial. By
eight o'clock on the ]i'riday morning after the date of my
la$t, everything was safe landed in the city-the General
Officers in the last boat; and so unsuspecting Were the
enemy of the. movements, that after the army was all safe
landed many went over and plundered divers things fi'om
the Island before they peeped over our lines.

,.
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Governour's Isla.nd,which is partly commanded by Long-
Island, was occupied by two regiments of our troops; these
had no orders to embark for the city till ten o'clock. The
British troops after cannonading some time, sent by a Ragof
truce Colonel (formerly Major) Small, to demand this Island,
and every creature and thing upon it, teJling OUl'officers that
they would all be cut in pieces with their troops if they did
not directly surrender, fa!'that General Howe would take the
Island immediately. He begged, therefore, "for God's sake,
and to prevent the effusionof blood, that thel would instantly
comply with" his modest request. Major Coburn, who
happened to be present, answered this warm and pathetici,
address with a most stoical coolness and indifference, telling
the Colonel that General Howe was welcome to the Island
whenever he could take it, but that General Washington
was the only person to treat with about surrendering posts.

A young officer then present told the Colonel that he had
violated an. inviolable custom amongst civilized warriors, by
firing upon them when the flag of truce layoff. This was
really a h'lct, for General Sullivan had just come up with a
flacr. The Colonel protested his entire ignorance of the
m:tter, and begged pardon, aJleging ul~on his honour that
he knew nothing of the flag. Upon bemg asked how many
men they had lost u'pon Long-Island, he replied, "We
are above a thousand the worse for that engagement." He
spoke within bounds, for eighteen hundred were killed and
disabled, as we are credibly assured by persons from the
Island. Notwithstanding the Colonel's great concern for
the vast effusion of blood, this Island was evacuated with.
the loss of one man's arm by a cannon-shot (rom the ships,
and the baggage and artillery were brought off also.

P. S. I had for(rotto inform you that in a furiouscannon-
ade up the East River, in consequence of a man-of-war's
presuming .to lie there, the gallant and .e~perienced ~ajor
Crane, of the ArtilJery, lost a part of bls foot, but is lIkely
to do well. We have shattered the ship prodigiously, and
are opening another battery against her.

THOMAS RANDALL TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

September 7, 1776.

GENTr_EMEN:Enclosed is a letter fmm the Lieutenant of
your schooner General Putnam, who informs you that the
Captain went away without letting him know of his going,
and of course it must be a neglect of his duty; you also have
a petition from the ship's company, which complaint I fear is
too true. You'll be pleased to take such steps as you think
fit; for my part, I think it would be bes! to appoint a new
commander for her. The Lieutenant, I believe, would be
more industrious in the service. I also think it would not
be amiss to order the people to be paid about one half of
their wages to supply them with clothes and stores. I should
do myself the pleasure of waiting on Congress, but cannot,
owing to my bad situation; being so near the enemy, and
at a loss where to find a place of safety for my family.
Anything you command me to do here I shall readjly comply
with.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servantl
THOMAS RANDALL.

To the Hon, President and gentlemen of the Congress of
the State of New- York.

On board the Putnam, Cranberry Inlet, September 4, 1776.

SIR: I am sorry to inform you that there is a great dis-
turbance in the vessel, which made its appearance during
my absence; and Captain Cregier went away without
informing roe of it. They, I understand, had told him they
were determined not to sail under his command, and
requested that they might be permitted to petition the Con-
gress for a discharge from the vessel on account of his bad
conduct, which he did not grant; on my requesting to weigh
the anchor in order to go out, they one and all acquainted
me it was their determined resolution never to act in the
schooner while he had the command of her, upon which I
have thought fit to grant them the liberty to petition, and
send it by the bearer of this letter; as I imagine that the
Captain will not inform you of these disturbances, have
thought to acquaint you in this manner, and as he is not
expected back under eight or ten days, should be glad you

would write me as soon ag flossible, and let me know in what
manner you think it is most prudent for me to act.

Your compliance will much oblige your humble sel'vant,
THOMAS QUIGLEY.

To Thomas Randall, Esq., one' of the Marine Committee,
Elizabethtown.

EXAMINATION OF EMANUEL GABRlAL AND RICHARD KING.

Examination of NICHOLASEMANUELGABRIAL, Adjutant in
Colonel SWARTWOUT'SRegiment, and Mr. RICHA.RD
KING of the same Regiment, taken by HENRY GODWIN,
Captain of the 1Ylain Guard at KING'S BRIDGE, Septem-

_ ber 7th, 1776, against one GILBERT TIPPIT, confined
under Guard, in the main Guard-House by order of
Major-General HEATH.

Richard King saith: That on September 5th, 1776,
Gilbert Tippit said in publick company, amongst soldiers
and others, that if we were uJ1ited that the Regulars would
overcome us; and that at several times he hath found fault
with the measures, and spake words tending to a discour-
agement of the measures now pursued by the United States
of America; and that he (Tippit) was no ways the worse
for liquor when he spake these words, but looked upon him
to be a sober man.

Adjutant Gabrial saith: That on the 5th of September,
Anno Domini 1776, that he heard Gilbert Tippit discoursing
among several soldiers and other persons, and endeavoured
to discourage them, and that he (Gabrial) heard him ( Tippit)
say, that if all the men in the United Colonies were united,
that the Regularswould overcome us yet; and that he (Ga-
brial) heard him also speak disrespectfully of the Command-
ing Officers in the service of the United American States.

CASE OF JOHN GROUT, OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY, NEW-VOliK.
September 7, 1776,

SIR: As- no man is so likely to have a clearremembrance
of what passes at any time, as he who is principally con-
cerned in the business, and because it is probable y()ur
memory may need refreshing, I have within put to writing
the most material facts relating to my tria] at Chester, last
Fall; and as to my last trial there, I think you told me you
were not present all the time; I shall therefore content
myself with the depositions of some who attended the whole
time.

You will please to commit to writing what you remember
respecting my firsttrial.

Your friend and servant, JOHN GROUT.

To Major Lovejoy.

My remembrance of the trial at Chester is as folJows,viz:
When the accusation was read, I was askedwbether I

was guilty or not, and instead of answering the question, I
asked who was to try me, and was answered, that it was
the Committee of Chester, namely: Thomas Chandler, Caleb
Church, George Earl, Jabez Sergent, Abraham Sawyer,
Moses Guild, and David Hutchinson. I then asked whether,
if I would make such objections against any of those per-
sons, and should show snch .matters against them, as would
bel sufficient to remove them from trying me as jurors in the

common law courts, whether in such case the Committee
would remove such persons, and not anow them to pass on
my trial? I was answered by one and all the Committee,
that no individual of tbe Committee should sit to try me
against whom I shouldmake such just objections. I then
objected against Thomas Chandler, 1braham Sa'l1!yer, and
Caleb Church, and assigned the followmg reasons, VIZ: That

some time before,I had had informationthat said Chandler
and someotbers had an intention to murder me, and tbat in
consequence of that information, I had applied to Rev. Mr.
Whitl:ng to use his endeavours to prevent it. That he had
applied to Chandler's f.'lther to hinder his son's designs; that
notwithstanding which, said Chandler had endeavoured to
put his designs in execution by attempting to draw me
naked out of bed into the open air when sick of a fever, and
afterwards by forcing me when sick, as aforesaid, through
the open air about half a mile, and there attempting to choke
me for denying some things he ?harged me with; and that
the said Caleb Church and Abraham Sawyer at both those
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cu~mERLAND COUNTY.

Be it rememhered, that on the 28th day of August, A.
D. 1776, personally came before me, Elkanah Day, Clerk
of the Committee of Safety for said County, Daniel Ranney,
of lawful age, and, being duly sworn, deposeth and sahh:
that on the 22d of this instant, August, Mr. John Grout
was brought before the Sub-Committee of Chester, being
accllsed by Reuben Jones; that the accusation was read to
Mr. Grout, and he was asked whether he was guilty or not
guilty, to which he made no answer; and the question being
more than once repeated, Mr. Grout at length spake, and
said that he durst not make any answer, for, having been

To the Gentlemen Committee of Safety for the County of once before brought before the Chairman of the said Com.. CUMBERLAND.
' ' d k d h h h ' Imlttee upon an accusatIon, an as e w et er e was gm ty

or not guilty of the matters charged, he answered that he
was not guilty, and that his thus answering was considered
as a crime by the said Chairman, who immediately took the
said Grout by the throat, and used him roughly for it.
This Mr. Grout having said, neither the Chairman nor any
of the Committee denied it, but told Mr. Grout that he
should not be used in that manlIer any more. Mr. Grout
then told the Committee that he had complained to the
County Committee of the 'aforesaid ill usage, and likewise
of the Chairman's having attempted to murder him, by
attempting to draw him into the open air when sick of a
fever. This the Chairman acknowledged. Mr. Grout
then produced a copy of a resolve of the County Commit-
tee, made at their last meeting at 1Vestminster,whereby
they forbid the Committee of Chester arresting or trying
Mr. Grout for any matter whatever, and ordering, that if
.Mr.Grout should after be accused, that he be carried before
the Sub-Committee of some other township for that purpose.
Mr. Grout then urged, with great earnestness, that they
carry him before some other Sub-Committee; and I insisled
that he could never submit to be tried by a Committee
whose Chairman had attempted to choke him, for no other
cause than because he had ventured to plead not guilty
when he was absolutely innocent, and who had maliciously
attempted to murder him as aforesaid. . The Committee
refused to carry sai9 Grout before some other Suh-Com-

In Committeeof Safety, Cumberland County, ~ mittee, agreeable to the said resolveof the County Com-July 24,1776, S mittee; and said Grout refused to submit to trial before
V~ted, To supersede th~ orctfr passed yesterday, recom- .them, alleging he was afraid of savage violence if he should

mendmg to the Sub-Commlt~ee of Chester,to call .l\~r. John venture to deny the accusation. The Committee never-
Grout to an account, touchmg a complamt exhIbIted by theless proceeded, and ordered the said Grout to prison.
John Chandler, Esq.

.
DANIEL RANNEY.

A]so, Resolved, That the order for seizing said Grout's Sworn the 28th August A. D. 1776 before me
papers be null and void, and that no seizure of said papers

I h
~

r d D
." R

' '.
be made. '

t e ,alOrename ,ame ,anney, ,do h~reby certify, that
Resolved, That Mr. Grout answer to the complaint of as there ISnow no actmg MagIstrates m thIs County, 1 have

John Chandler, Esq., next sitting of Committee, viz: first offered the ab?ve to Docto~ Elk~nah Day, ~~erk to the
Tuesday of November next; and that complainant serve County Comrlll~tee,and desired hIm to a~mmlster to me

Mr. Grout with a bill of particulars within fifteen days after that ~he same IStrue; but he refuses, aIlegmg ~hat he has
notice of this order. . no rIght so to d~.. I do therefore ,here?y certify that the

A true copy from the minutes: same above depositIon by me subscrIbed IStrue, and that I
ELKANAHDAY,Clerk. am ~eady to ~ake oath to the same whenever ]awfully

requIred; as witness my hand, the 28th of August, 1776.
DANIEL RANNEY. '

In presence of ABIJAH LOVEJOY,

ROBERT NICHOLS.

times were present with Chandler, and did not disapprove
of the violence. On which Chandler acknowledged the
abuses aforesaid, and the Committee whQ were not objected
to, unanimously resolved that Chandler sl\ould go off and
not sit on my trial: and as he before was chairman, the
Committee chose in his room another chairman, namely
Jabez Sergent. The question being likewise put, w,hether
the objections against Sawyer and Church were sullic.lentto
remove them from sitting on the trial, on which questIon the
Committee was divided-half being on the yea side, and
harf on the nay side. After which Mr. Chandler took his
seat, declaring that he had a right to sit as chairman. of t,he
Committee, and commanded the other members to SItwith
him at their peril; on which Church, Sawyer, Earl, and
Sergent, sat down with him. But Guild and Hutchinson
protested against the procedures and. withdre:v; a?d I. re-
fused to make any defence, and remaIned entirely mactlve.
Some witnesses were sworn and examined, and judgment
given that I was an enemy to my country, &c.

John Grout humbly showeth: '

.

That he lately was accused by Oliver Lovell, Esq., of
speaking disrespectfuIly of Congresses and Committees.

That in consequence of it he was brought before the
Committee of Chester, and a quarrel arose among the Com-
mittee, in respect of the manner in which your Petitioner
should be tried; the consequence of which trial was this,
.viz: a part of the Committee withdrew and would not sit to
try your Petitioner with the rest; and a part of the remainder
by the 'whole Committee was ordered to withdraw and not
sit to try your Petitioner, for reasons which your Petitioner
then offered. Nevertheless, the same remainder did sit to
try your Pe~itioner; but your Petitioner finding the said
Committee in a quarrel, made no defence, and they arljudged
your Petitioner to be an enemy to his country, &c., from
which judgment he appealed to the Committee of Wcath-
ersfield.

But as your Petitioner finds that persons accllsed of such
crimes ought, agreeable to the advice of the Provincia] Con-
gress, to be tried by the County Committee, your Petitioner
has not prosecuted his said appea]; and prays directions in
the premises of this CommiUee. JOHNGROUT.

[Endorsed-29th November, 1775, This Petition \\:dS laid before the

Committee, who refused to sustain it or act upon it, and ordered me to

withdraw it,]

In Committee of Safety, Cumberland County, ~
July 26, 1776. S

In consequence of divers complaints of John Grout, it is
recommended, that if the said Grout shall be accused be-
tween this time and the next sitting of this Committee, that
he be not brought before, 01' tried by, the Committee of
Rocki~!{ham or Chester, or either of them, but before the
Committee of some other town.

A true copy from the minutes:.
ELKANAH DAY, Clerk.

Voted, That this people do behave themselves decently,
and tbat there be no rout, riots, or unlawful assembly, at this
critical day; and that every person in this County defend
the property of every person, and the prisoners in particu-

Jar, and more especial1y the person and property- of Samuel'
Gale, Esquire, William Willard, Esquire, Richard Hill,
and their wives and families. All which we do highly recom-
mend; persons that bave not been caJled to an account for
the transaction of the late murder excepted.

A true copy from the votes of said Committee.
Test: REUBEN J ONES, Clerk.

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK.

Westminster, Cumberland County, September 3,1776.

At such a time as this, when the Constitution of this State
is no! settled, no <;o~\]'tsconstituted and organized, nor any
Maglst~ates c~mm'ss~o~ed, there is no doubt but every man
who thmks ~\]~lself InJ~1red .by others has a rig-ht to appeal
from t~e dec1.stOnso~ 11\sarbItrary adver~arjes to the justice
of the ImpartIal pubhck. And to your Justice, my country-
~en, I now appeal, to detern~ine whether I am not injured
10 a manner not to be borne In a free country.

I
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:My case. is this, (in few words:) About fifteen months
go, I had information that Thomas Chandler, Jun., and some
others intended to murder me; in consequence of which
information, I applied to the Reverend Mr. "Whitin~..t0use
his endeavours to hinder any such attempt. Mr. Whiting
kindly undertook, but without success; for but a very few
days afterwards, I being sick in bed of a fever, which raged
to a great height, Mr. Chandler, with a small party with
him, came to my house and made divers attempts to draw
me naked out of my bed, swearing he would draw me in
that manner about half a mile. He was entreated by sun-
dry of my good neighbours, happening then to be present,
to cease from an attempt so horrid, but to no purpose; for
immediately a desperate fellow, then with him, at his com-
mandment, divers times seized me and attempted to execute
his aforesaid horrid orders; but was hindered partly by a
brave defence my wife made, and partly by the most
moving intreaties of my aforesaid neighbours. Nevertheless,
the next morning Chandler and his aforesaid party came to
m.y bouse and forced me away from it about half a mile,
and there attempted to execute his wicked designs by
chokinp; of me; but a number of people coming to the
place, h'e desisted, and I as well as I could fled for refilge
to the Chairman of the then County Congress, who received
me with kindness and tenderness, and wrote to Mr. Chand-
ler, requiring him to desist from such practices; and the
next week the Congress met, before whom I appeared, as
did Mr. Chandler likewise,and I there prayed protection
from future danger and abuses. Mr. Chandkr made me
great pretensions of doing me no injury in future, and the
Congress thereupon declined. meddling any. furtber with it.
Nevertheless, Mr. Chandler afterwards continuing his threats
and abuses, I made repeated applications to the County
Committee for relief, and at the meeting of that Committee
the 24th of July last, they, on my proving that this same
Chandler, who is Chairman of the Committee of Chester,
having had me before him on an accusation of being guilty
of a crime, asked me whether I was guilty or not, and that
because I answered him that I was not guilty, he pinched
my throat, shook, and otherwise abused me, which was all
the trial he gave, refusing to call any witness. The County
Committee, on account of this, as well as on account of
Mr. Chandler's brother, John Chandler, being another of
Chester Committee, ordered that that Committee should not
try me on any accusation in a future time, but that I should
be triable only by other Committees. Notwithstanding
which, Chandler afterwards wrote a complaint, and pro-
cured the well-known Reuben Jones to sign it; in conse-
quence of which I was brought before .him and his brother
John, &c., being in that manner accused of being an enemy
to my country, and by them sent and committed to close
gaol here, whereI havebeen for morethan ten daysin a
room more cold and wet than any cellar in town; during
which time I have three times applied to Captain James
Clay, Chairman of the County Committee, for trial before
them, whether I deserve this imprisonment or not. But
Clay being a gt'eat friend of Chandler's, by his written as
well as verbal answers has absolutely refused to al]ow such
trial before the County Committee.

Friends and countrymen of the State of New- York, and
of this County in particular, you well know that the Con-
vention or Assembly of this State have wisely ordered that
any person imprisoned by a Sub-Committee, shall be allowed
an appeal to the County Committee: And judge ye what
Captain Clay deserves for refusing to grant this appeal,
(but I thank God he cannot hinder my appeal to you.)

Captain Clay ha ving thus arbitrarily shut those doors of
right, which our Congress or Assembly so wisely opened,
and thereby damned my appeals to the County Committee,
I appeal to my country at large, to you, my countrymen,
who I know will judge righteously.

I entreat that no one of my countrymen may suffer him-
self to believe or suspect, that any inimical practices of
mine towards my country has occasioned this extraordinary
treatment. My firm and unshaken attachment to the glori-
ous cause in which my country is engaged, makes my ad-
versaries dread the thoughts of my having a trial; their
dirty souls know that a trial will certainly deliverme from
their savage cruelties with honour.

That the publick may perceive why such men as the
Chandkrs are Committeemen in Chester, they are hereby

220

informed, that the township of Chester is a new planta.
tatioo. The whole township, about ten years since, was
the sole property of Colonel Chandler, father of the afore.
said Thomas and John; that the Colonel has settled only
about thirty fa~ilies thereon, and is now superannuated,
and it will not, therefore, be thought strange that his sons,
Thomas and John, should have such inlluence on a majority
of thirty settlet.s, as to obtain an election for Committee~
men; although it is well known that the aforesaid John
Chandler is the same John Chandler who some years since
/led from Woodstock, in Connecticut, for reasons which I
conceive are well known to the publick.

JOHN GROUT.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GF;N£RAL GATES.
Albany, September 7,1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Last night I received a letter from
Colonel Dayton, dated at Fort Stanw1x, the 4th, enclosing
the substance of a message sent from Onondaga, and that of
another froro Oneida, advising that seven hundred Indians
and whites, under the command of Butler, were to arrive at
Oswego on the 4th)nstant, and that great numbers would
follow those. The Oneidas, who are, I believe, our real
friends, advise that reinforcements should be sent. They
also inform that a strong party, making, as they express it,
five roadswhere they march,are on their way to that part
of the ]}[ohawk River called Canajoharie.

Should this information be confirmed, our force in that
quarter will be greatly too weak; nor will it be much
increased by the Militia, as the country is drained of men.
You will, t~erefor~,please to order three regimentsto keep
themselves m readmess to march at a moment's warning.

My last letter from General Washington was of the
24th of A~-!ust, since which I have not heard a word
from New-.r ark, except by common report. I cannot,
therefore, give you any certain intelligence of what is doing
there. It seems agreed that Long-Island is evacuated, and
so is the Governour's Island. General Sullivan is gone
to Philadelphia on his parole, to try to get exchanged for
General Prescott, and some say with offers for an accommo-
datIon froIll Lord Howe. Adieu, my dear General.

I am, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. General Gates.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 7,1776.

DE.\R GENERAL: Two of the three Commissioners ap-
pointed by Congress to audit the publick accounts in the
Northern Department, are arrived here. You will please to
give out in orders that every officer or other person to
whom or by whom money has been advanced on accolInt
for the publick service, and which remains unaccounted for,
immediately to transmit their accounts to Jonathan Trum-
bull, Jun., Esq., Deputy Paymaster-General, that the same
may be laid before the Commissioners; and that such
whose accounts cannot be adjusted without their personal
attendance, will have your permit to repair to this place. It
is probable that General Arnold may have accounts
unsettled; but as I suppose he cannot be spared at this
juncture, if they cannot be settled without his personal
attendance, I will request the Commissioners to go up, or
postpone the settlement to a future day. I would have
wrote the General on the subject, but my letter would not
soon reach him, as be is, I suppose, with the Ileet.

Your most obedient, hunble servant,

To General Gates.
PH. SCHUYLER.

WALTER LIVINGSTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 13, 1776. Refe.rred to the Board of war.)
Albany, September 7, 1776.

SIR: The gentlemen whoareappointed to audit thepublick
accounts in the Northern Department, are now here for that
purpose; and I could wish Congress would enable me to
make a final settlement of mine, by previously ascertaining
what wages I am to allow those gentlemen whom I have
employed as Assistant Commissaries at Ticonderoga, the'
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Landing, Fort George, Stitlwater, Saratoga Fans, Half-
Moon, Albany, Scltenectady, Johnstown, German Flats,
Fort Stanwix, the two principal Commissaries in Canada,
and their assistants; likewise what number of rations each
must be allowed.

Another matter which will greatly retard the settlement
of my accounts, is, the value of a ration for the Northern
army has never been fixed. I have applied to General
Schuyler (by order of the Commissary-General, who is
empowered to supersede me, ffithout assigning a cause) for
an order, fixing the sum to be paid as an equivalent for a
ration. The General has referred the matter to Congress,
and till Congress determines on the above, I cannot properly
produce my accounts for a settlement, having paid consiaer-
able sums on account.

The Commissary-General has sent a Deputy-Commissary
for this department, who, as he is not obliged to follow ~y
directions, refuses to make me the necessary returns, whICh
puts it out of my power to furnish the army with such supplies
as from time to time must be wanted. As I received my
commission from Congress, to them I now resign it. This
dispute may injure the publick cause, which I am determined
never to have a hand in. I beg Congress would, as soon
as convenient, send a person to fill my office, or direct the
Commissary-General to do it effectually. I have wrote the
Commissary-General that I would this day send my resigna..
tion to Con<rress,and, as he is empowered to super~de me,
requested him to send a proper person to furnish the army,
informing him that I will continue to forward supplies till
the first of next month, and if that time was not sufficient,
that I would continue one week longer. Whatever Congress
may think proper to allow me as a compensation for past
services, I shall gratefully accept.

Requesting you to lay this before Congress, I remain,
with the greatest esteem, your most obedient and most
humble servant, W ALTERLIVINGSTON,

Deputy Commissary-General.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

,
H. GLEN TO GENERAl, SCHUYLER.

Schenectady, September 7,1776.

DEAR SIR: I would be glad to know by Captain Lansing
if.any officershave a right to inlist any of the batteau-men that
are inlisted to serve as batteau-men during the campaign,
as I am much disappointed this morning by Captain John
Bradt and his officers inlisting some of the batteau-men
as they were just setting off for Fort Schuyler with provi-
sions; and some of the boats are lying here loaded for want
of men Captain Bradt and his officers have inlisted of
Captain Lansing's batteau-men.

Should Captain Bradt, or any officers of the Rangers
which are now raising in Albany or Tyron County, have
no right to inlist any batteau-men, I would be glad you
would furnish Captain Lansing with a written order, that I
may show them they have no right to inlist them. Should
they have a right to inlist men who are engaged, it will
hurt the batteau service, which should not be the case at
present.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
H. GLEN.

To Major-General Schuyler, Albany.

GENERAL WATERBURY TO GENERAL GATES.

Skenesborough, September 7,1776.

DEAR GENERAL:I received yours of this instant, and
agreeable to your request, have got all the paper I could
procure here, both cartridge and common writing paper, as
your Honour made no distinction in your letter.

I shall proceed forward to Ticonderoga to-morrow morn-
ing with one of the galleys, and the other will go forward
to-morrow evening or next day morning, which Captain
Thalcher will be left to bring forward.

I
.

am, dear sir, your Honour's most obedient, humble
servant, DAVID WATERBURY, Jr.

To General Gates.
P. S. I should be glad that some of Colonel Swift's

regiment may be ordered up, with some batteaus, to forward
the troops in.

ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JOHN

BARRETT, OF THE MILITIA OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY, IN

THE STATE OF NEW-YORK.

You are immediately to proceed to cut the road from
Number Four, to the foot of Mount Independence, taking care
to construct a good bridge over Otter Creek, at or near the
Falls at Rutland. In doing 'this pyblick service, you are to
exert your utmost vigilance with tile c\etachment of Colonel
Van Dyck's regiment of Militia, and all others under your
command; to obey all orders and directionsgiven you by
your senior officers in forwarding a work so essential to the
interest of the United States, and so necessary for the safety
and protection of the interiour inhabitants of all the Middle
States of this Union.

Given at Ticonderoga, this 7th day of September, 1776.

ORDERS FOR CAPTAIN JONATHAN FASSETT, COMMANDING ONE

OF THE INDEPENDENT COMPANIES RAISED FOR THE

DEFENCE OF THE INHABITANTS LIVING ON THE GRANTS.

SIR: You'll immediately repair with the company under
your command to Jerico, there to remain until such time as
these orders are countermanded. YOilwill keep constant
scouts out to watch the motions of the enemy, and not fail,
frequently and by every opportunity, to report to Head-
Quarters any discoveries they may make, and the situation
you and your company are in. ..

Given at Ticonderoga,this 7th day of September,1776..
H. GATES.

[Mem: The same orders were sent to Captain Jokn Fassdt, for his
atation at ColchesterPoint.]

COLONEL PORTER TO GENERAL GATES.

Mount-Independence, September 7, 1i76.

HONOUREDSIR: Your orders of last night are received,
and immediately execUted. I am not able to do myself the
honour of waiting upon you this morning by reason of sick-
ness. My men are well prepared, well armed, and have
sufficient quantity of ammunition; and will be ready to turn
out on the shortest notice. All that I want is to know my
alarm-post.

I 'am, with great respect, your 1I)0st obedient, humble
servant, ELISHA PORTER.

To the Hon. General Gates.
P. S. I am too weak to write myself, and am obliged to

employ another hand to write to you for me, but not too
weak to subscribe myself as above, E. P.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MOUNT INDEPENDENCE, NJ!:AIt

TICONDEROGA, SEPTEMBER 7, 1776.

Last evening an express brought intelligence from Crown-
Point, that heavy firing had been heard for several hours
that day on the Lake, upon which the General (eleven at
night) issued orders that we should hold ourselves in readi-
ness for an attack; but we are all still to-day and hear noth-
ing fromour fleet. What boats the enemy had we know not,
but it is thought here they have not a sufficient naval force
to cope with us. Upon a moderate calculation we have
now twelve thousand men which are effective. The Col-
onels Whitcomb's and Finney's ,regiments arrived here last
week, and we hear there are tWomote hard by. Our works
go on briskly. We have plenty of good bread, beef, and
salt pork.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, September 7,1776-9 o'clock, P. M.
HONOURED SIR: The wind being so hard down the

Lake, {.have Yet received no intellilTence from the fleet.. 0,
neither of my boats returned. At twelve to-night I shall
send off a cannon some leagues down if I do not receive
intelligence sooner; in the mean time will prepare part of a
letter.

When I wrote for a reinforcement, I was not on any
knight errant scheme: I did not mean that with such a
small force to hold this ground against ten or twelve thous-
and men (should the fleet have unluckily been beat.) The
reinforcement as well as my own regiment might ha\'e been
in such a situation as to have retreated with security, had it
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been imprudent to attack the enemy on their landing. At
the same time to have been prepared to take any advantage
the casualties of war, wind, time, &c., might have put in
our power, and perhaps give some check to the enemy
whilst you might have been preparing above, and have rein-
forced us if upon all circumstances you should think it
proper. There are few pieces of ground in America where
Qur irregulars could act against the enemy with a greater
prospect of success than at their attempting a landing here,
unless it were in an open woody country. However, sir, to
your judgment and orders I shall always submit with pleas-
ure. It was from an intimation in one of your letters that
I asked for any reinforcement.

Had the fleet been beat, my situation here would have
been rather critical. A little skimJishing might have been
necessal'Ywhilst I sent off the sick, and was preparing for a
retreat; the four pieces of artillery, if well worked, might
have been useful. I wrote for a few cartridges, &c., for
those guns. I have not received them.

I shall send up the eighteen-pounder as soon as possible.
I hope the fleet may have been successful, whatever enter-
prise or action it may have been engaged in. But it is
always best to prepare for the worst.

I have done all I could to procure intelligence and, secure
os against surprise. I have received a letter from George
Campbell, Esq., dated at Albany the 3d of September, rela-
ting to what he knew of the action on Long-Island. He
mentions something of a letter which had come to Albany,
giving an account that our troops had evacuated Long-
Island. I hope there may be no trmh in the last. I should
be much obliged to you, if you would let me know the par-
ticulars as soon as you have them from New- York.

September8, 1776-17 minutespast 10o'clock, A. M.
The wind being so unfavourable yesterday and last night,

has preventedeitherof myboatsfromreturning.
.

The wind
has shifted. I expect every moment the arrival of one or
other, when I shall immediately send the news to you. The
guns were heard about twelve miles down the Lake, from
about sunrise till eleven o'clock, on the 6th instant.

As you might wonder why you had not heard fl'Omhere
sooner,I nowsend this letter.

.
Mr. Burrows presents his

compliments to you.
I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most humble

servant, THOS. HARTLEY.
To Major-General Gates.

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES.

Windmill-Point, September 7, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:I wrote you the ~d instant, from Wills-
borough, by Lieutenant Calderwood; the same evening
anchored at &huyler's Island, and on the 3d instant arrived
safe atthis place, which is four or five miles from the Isle-
(lUX-Tetes, and seven miles from the Isle-aux-lJilotte. We
found the Isle-a!tx.-TCtes occupied by the enemy, and sev-
f;\ralhundred men encamped between that and us, who, the
evening of our arrival, made a precipitate retreat.

I have posted my guard-boats at Ii point runni\Jg into the
Lake, about one milebelow us. The enemy's boats have
several times appeared on the Lake with a view of decoying
our boats, but I have nevel' suffered them to be pursued.
Lieutenant 'Whitcombarrived here the 5th, in the evening,
and went off the same night with three men for St. John's,
on the west side. I sent off Ensign McCoy early the next
morning on the east side, with three men. They are to
send me intelligence from time to time. I expect to hear
from them to-morrow. Early yesterday morning the boats
were ordered on shore to cut fascines to fix on the bows and
sides of the gondolas, to prevent the enemy's boarding and
t~ keep off small shot. One of the boats went on shore,
contrary to orders, before the others were ready I They
were at(acked by a party of savages, who pursued them
into the water. They all reached the boat, Imt before they
could row off, three were killed and six wounded. The
party was headed by a Regular officer, who called to our
people to resign themselves. On our firing a few shot
among them, they immediately dispersed. A party was
sent on shore, who found a laced beaver hat, the button
marked 47th Regiment. The Lee and Gondola arrived
here yesterday morning. We are moored in a line across
the Lake in such a manner, it will be impossible for a batteau

to pass us. I hope the galleys are nearly completed. The
force of the enemy is uncertain. However, they have the
advantage that they can man all theil' batteaus with soldiers
whenever they think proper to attack; and our vessels are
so low that numbers may carry them by boarding. This
must be attended with great loss on their side, as I am
positive they will not be able to surprise us. If I find the
enemy have a considerable naval force, I design to retire to
Cumberland Head, or Schuyler's Island, until joined by the
three row-galleys, which will be superiour to all our present
force, when the whole are joined. I be]ieve the Isle-aux-
.Motte will be the best stand, as the enemy can bring nothing
against us by land, nor will they dare to come on the Island;
and by our guard-boats we can prevent any boats ?;oing
from Missisq1te Bay. As you have more troops at Ticon-
deroga than you want, will it not be prudent to send up one
thousand or fifteen hundred men, who might encamp on the
Isle-aux-Motte and be ready at all times to assist us if
attacked? Twenty men to a batteau wiII be sufficient.
They might load under cover of the vessels, push out and
fire, and retire under cover again; and if the enemy's boats
should make their principal attack on any particular vessel,
these batteaus might assist her. Each should be fixed for
a swivel in each end, and if they are armed, one should be
fixed in them. If you should think it necessary to send a
detachment, it will be necessary to bring entrenching tools,
that they may cover themselves from small-arms.

We have but very indifferent men in general. Great
part of those who shipped for seamen know very litt]e of the
matter. Three or four good gunners are wanted. Enclosed
is a list of our sick, who increase fast. I have sent up in
t~ese batteaus twenty-three men, who will be of no service
for some time. I wish fifty seamen could be procured and
sent down. I enclose you a letter from Samuel Chase,
Esq.; you wiII observe he requests an explanation of your
letter to Mr. Adams. He observes my character is much
injured by a report prevailing in Philadelphia of my having
sequestered the goodsseized in ~lontreal. As you have had
an opportunity of hearing tQat matter canvassed on the trial
of Colonel Hazen, I beg you will be kind enough to write
your sentiment to him on the matter. I cannot but think it ~T

extremely cruel, when I have sacrificed my ease, health, and
a great part of my private property in the cause of my coun-
try, to be calumniated as a robber and thief; at a time, too,
when I have it not in my power to be heard in my own
defence.

The 15th of August, when we left Ticonderoga, the fleet
were victualled for thirty days, whichtime is elapsed except
six days. We have on board the Reet six or eight days'
provision, beside twenty barrels of flour, left at Crown-Point
to be baked, and ten barrels of pork, which I have ordered
Lieutenant Calderwood to bring down; which will serve the
fleet to the ~Oth. As the Lake is often very difficult to pass
for a numper of days, we ought to have at least one month's
provisions on hand. Major Grier goes up with the sick,
to whom I must refer you for particulars.

Weare very anxious to hear from New- York; hope soon
to have that pleasure by one of the galleys, which I think
must be completed by this time.

Please to make my compliments to the gentlemen of your
family, and believe me, with much respect, esteem, and
affection,

Dear General, your obedient, humble servant,
B. ARNOLD.

To Major-General Gates.

LIST OF THE SICK ON BOARD THE FLEET, TO BE SENT TO

THE GENERAL HOSPITAL, VIZ:
.

Royal Savage.-Alexander Asson, Nathaniel Hender-
son, Josiah Smith.

Sloop Enterprise.-Wounded Men-Robert Owens,
George Stanley, Arch'd McDonald, James Quarel, John
Shoemaker. Jonathan Stody.

Sloop Enterprise.-Sick Men-John Lynch, William
tIinds, Thos. Hargins, Thos. Owens.

.

Lee.-James Wyman, Samuel Combs, Abel Wighting.
Galley New-Haven.-Benj. Murray.
Galley Boston.-Rufus Sumner, Josiah Row, Timothy

Heath, Abial Atwood.
Galley Connecticut.-Solomon Thompson, George Jack-

son.
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Died this morning of their wounds-Michael Sargent,
Thomas Allen, Moses Powel.

On board Sloop $nterprise, September 6, 1776.
STEPHEN MCCREA, Surgeon.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO THE CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF

WAR.

Sag-Harbour, September 7, 1776.

. GENTLEMEN:Having'received certain intelligence that
the inhabitants of East-Hampton had driven all their stock
from Montauk westward, in order to furnish the Ministerial
troops, I determined to make one -more effort to save or de-
stroy them. In this I have not succeeded, on account of
my having had an account that the Ministerial fleet, or part
of them, are turning Montauk-Point, lest they should destroy
them. I have saved nearly three hundred and seventy
small-arms, and now, through uncertainty whether -assistance
will be sent, have determined and ordered a second retreat
as soon as a few distressed families can be brought I am
so much distressed for them that I cannot consent to leave
them.

I am, gentlemen, your much obliged and humble servant,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To the Council of War at New-Londdn or Lebanon.

ABRAHAM GARDINER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

East-Hampton, September 7, 1776.

To His lIonour JONATHANTRUMBULL,E~q., Governour of
the Colony of CONNECTICUT:

SIR: In consequence of a report prevailing in town that
the people of Connecticut are coming to take away our live
stock and effects, the Trustees who transact the business of
the town have met early this morning and unanimously
agreed to send an express humbly requesting your Honour's
prohibition of such measures, as apprehensive if prosecuted
we shall be involved in perplexities and sufferings far be-
yond those we are now the subjects of, in that it may be
construed we are somehow accessory thereto, which we are
not, being subjects of his Majesty King George, and there-
fore mean not to act a part exposing of us to his displeasure.
We have therefore thought proper to request your Honour's
interposition as we judge in our favour.

We are your Honour's humble petitioners.
Signed per order of the Trustees:

ABRAHAMGARDINER, Clerk.

To his Honour Governour Trumbltll.

SIR: The Trustees have desired me, the subscriber, to
signify to your Honour my acquiescence in the above re-
quest, which I now do; and, in testimony thereof, subscribe
myself your Honour's humble and obliged petitioner,

SAMUEL BUELL.

To his Honour Governour Trumbull.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, September 7, 1776,

.Present: His Honour the GO'vernour, Eliphalet Dyer,
Tztus Hosmer, Jedediah Elderkin, William Hillhouse, Na-
thaniel Wales, Jun., Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

In the forenoon, sundry Letters from the norlhward,
received by Brown, were read and considered, as well as
several Letters and several Despatches sent out to forward
the marching the Militia the east side of the river towards
New-York.

An order was given to William Morgan, Esq., to pur-
chase two hundred fat Sheep, and drive to the Army at the
northward, and deliver the same to the Commissary in that
department, or by the order of General Waterbury, with
encouragement that if the money is wanted to purchase the
Sheep, the same shall be paid said Morgan out of the
TreasuI'y as he passes through Hartford.

HENRY REMSEN TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

New-Haven, September 7.1776.

SIR: The bearer, Mr. Peter Colt, is agent for Colonel
T~umbul', the Commissary-General, and goes up the North
Rzver !Opurchase flour a.nd other nec~ssaries for the army,
and bemg a stranger, desIred me to pomt out the most eligi-
bl~ method to proceed, so that our army may be fully sup-
plied. In cons~quence I I~ave taken the liberty to request
the gentlemen In ConventIon who represent the Counties
along the North River, to communicate to Mr. Colt the per-
sons' names he may apply to, and who are likely to be able
t? supply hi.mwith the provisions he may want, and to de-
sIre they wIll be pleased to furnish him with every other
needful information on the subject.

.I have ~een h~J'esome days waiting the arrival of Cap-
tam Harrzson, wIth the goods from Providence which were
importedby Mr. Van Zandt and selfforthe S~ateof New-
York, and hope ~oon to be able to render an accurate ac-
count of the same, and should be obli"ed to Convention for
orders what to do with th.em-:-wheth:r they must be trans-
ported by land to the Fzshktlls or any other place within
the State of New- York, or if they are to be stored in any
inl~nd town of this State. Many of our brethren have been
obliged to abandon Long-Island, and come over into this
State with their.ramilie~,some of them almost naked, having
left most of theIr weanng apparel and bedding. Perhaps
Convention will ordel' a sale of part of these goods to
supply such with clothing as may want. '

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
HENRY REMSEN.

To Robert Yates, Jun., Esq., President of the Convention.

CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES. TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, at Sea, !n North Latitude, 360 40'. and ~
West LongItude51°, September7,1776. 5

GENTLEMEN:I had the honour of writinD"to you 27th
ultimo per the brigantine Britannia, a Nantucket whaler
which I sent under the care of Lieutenant Grinnell. ' Als~
4th current per .thebrigan.tineSea-Nymph, from l1arbadoes
for London, which I sent In under the care of Mr. Hopkins
ma~ter ?f the p'rovidence, ~ith a particular account of my
c:ulse till that time. Nothing has since happened till last
mght, when I took the brigantine Favourite laden with
sug~r, from Ant~gua for Liverpool, as per ~ustom-house
certificates herewith enclosed. As this vessel did not sail
from Antigua till] 8th ultimo, my future success must be
very uncertain. The West-Indies are very much thinned
of shipping, and 1 have !llready succeeded beyond my ex-
pectatl~n; how~ver, I wIll not yet give up the pursuit. I
selld thIS vessel In under the care of Mr. Vesey my actinD"
master. Since ~ despatched d.1eSea-Nymph, I have under~
stood that there IS a very considerable property in wine and
cash over and above what is enumerated in her clearance
I hope this may appear in time to take measures accord~
ingJy. I herewith forward you a large baD"of letters which

I h . b,may, ope, contam some useful information. Some of
them contain bills of lading for the cargo. As I have no

a party, at Say- clerk, I hope to be excused for not sending copies of my
former letters.

15

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.

Lebanon, September 7, 1776.

SIR : Yours of the 4th instant to the Committee at New-
London, together with a copy of theiranswer,has beenlaid
before me. The contents of their answer might be well at
that time; but as matters now are, it appears to me to be
most conducive to the good of the service for you to join
the Continental army at New- York unless otherwise ordered.
You will not construe this as an order from me, but act
as your wisdom shall direct. I have, with ad\'ice of my
Safety Council, ordered nine regiments of Foot and two of
Horse to march with all possible despatch towards New-
York, to rendezvous at or near Westchester, until further
orders, to prevent the designs of the enemy, who seem to
meditate the encircling the Contjnen.tal army, and to cut off
all communications between us and them, which will be
attended with the worst of consequences, and must at. all
events be prevented.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston, with
brook. .

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL.II.

J. TRmIBULL.
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I have the honourto be, with gratefulesteemand much
respect, gentlemen, your much obliged, very humble ser-
vant, JNO. P. JONES.

The Favourite's crew are as follows. viz:
John 'Davis, Master; Bernard Gallaway, Mate; Jno.

Williamson, Second Mate; Jno. 'J1ilson,Ben. Allen, Wm.
Robarts, James Bacop, Saml. Cornish, Jno. Gaunt, Jno.
Irvine, Seamen.

Providence, September 7, 1776.

Thursday last, arrived here a prize schooner, taken by
the Joseph, privateer,Captain John Field, in consortwith
a Letter of Marque, commanded by Captain Joseph Til-
linghast, both of this port. She was in ballast, and bound
/i'om Grenada to Liverpool, in Nova-Scotia.

Capiain Biddle~ of the Andrew Doria, in the service of
the United States, we hear, has taken four valuable prizes,

, one of them said to be a large ship, which Lord Dunmore
was sending to England with fifteen thousand bushels of
wheat. Two of the prizes have arrived 'Safein port.

We leam that Captain Jabez Whipple, in the pri\'ateer
Independence, of this place, has taken three valuable prizes,

,

viz., a ship, brig, and sloop, and conveyed them into a
safe port.

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY.

GENTLEMEN:The recovery of the Colony from the
wounds occasioned by the present glorious struggle, and
its future flourishing condition, should engage our earliest
attention. Nothing will be more likely to promote these
valuable ends, next to the good morals of the people,
than a proper form of govemment, securing and perpetu-
ating tD every man and his posterity the full enjoyment
of their rights and privileges, civil and sacred. This
will pro,bably induce numbers to come and incorporate
themselves with us. But as many, through Colonial preju.
dices, may object to strangers settling among us, allow me
to point out the advantages thereof: Were these strangers
only to reside among us tiU they had acquired fortunes, and
then to remove back to their native COllntrywith themselves,
families, and substance, sound policy would dictate their
exclusion; whereas the strangers I mean to have admitted,
are those that, groaning under the oppressions, difficulties,
and absurd Government of their own country, fly to this,
that they may enjoy their natural rights, with a design of
continuing among and becoming one of us, through interest
and intermarriages. Such flocking in upon the Continent,
as we may suppose will be the case shortly, with riches,
health, arts and sciences, will soon raise it to a more flour-
ishing condition than it hath ever yet known: and this
Colony will act wisely in endeavouring to secure its propor-
tion of them. Their wealth will supply with loans those that,
for want of them, are not now able to make the best
improvement of their lands and estates, and it is likely some-
thing under the common interest; their numbers will help
to consume the surplus produce arising from such improve-
ment; their knowledge will assist in forwarding such
improvement upon the most advantageous terms; their
labourand industry win be so much gain to the publick
stock; their persons and fortunes will lessen the proportion
of taxes paid by the natives; and should any of them
merchandise, that will tend to keep down the price of
imported, and to raise the price of exported, commodities.
The more merchants, the smaller the profits upon and the
cheaperthe goods brought fromabroad. When the nomberis

. great, they cannot so easily enter into combinations to keep
up the prices: each sells as cheap as possible to get custom,
and gives as high as he can afford for the materials he wants
to export. I imagine more great fortunes in proportion were
made when the Colony had the fewest merchants, than
hath been done since. Let strangers, such as above men-
tioned, be cordially received and encouraged; and waste
lands will be cultivated, cultivated rise considerably in value,
foreign trade be greatly increased, farming in all its branches
be increased proportionably, and the strength of the State
be soon doubled. Every tra"eller is amazed at the rapid
pl'Ogress that has been made in settling of Pennsylvania.
To what has it been owing? Not so much to the excellency
of its soil as to the encouragement that has been given by

the State for all strangers, and of every denomination, to
settle among them. As the friend of liberty, I mllst wish
each Colony the possession of it, in ,the highest degree
attainable. As the friend of this Colony, I would willingly
contribute to its uniting in its own particular form of
government all the excellencies of the others, while it avoids
their defects.

The former letter turned chiefly upon the necessity of
having the Legislature consist of more than one branch. I
shall now proceed to mention, that the members of each
should be independent, neither placemen nor pensioners,
or what is equivalent. The South Carolinians have
resolved, (article the 10th,) "that if any member of the
General Assembly, or of the Legislative Council, shall
accept any place of emolument, or any commission (except
iu the Militia) he shall vacate his seat, and there shall there-
upon be a new election, but he shall not be disqualified
from serving upon being reelected." In allowing him to be
re-chosen, they have virtually destroyed the advantage
aimed at by the first part of the resolve. How few of the
British Commoners but what are re-chosen immediately
after having vacated their seats by accepting places? That
the like should not exist among us, the sure way is to make
the person ineligible; or, if that should be thought an
infringement upon the rights of the electors, to oblige him
to resign his p]ace of emolument, or his commission, should
he preferbeing in the Councilor Assembly. The Jerseys
have made it one of their chartered rights, (the 20th,) "that
the Legislative department of this Colony may, as much -
as possible, be preserved from all suspicion of corruption,
none of the Judges of the Supreme or other courts, Sheriffs,
or any other person or persons possessed of any post of
profit under the Government, other than Justices of the
Peace, shall be entitled to a seat in Assembly; but that, on
his being elected and taking his seat, his office or post shall
be considered as vacan.t." To have perfected the article,
"the Council" also should have been inserted, and the para-
graph have run, ",to a seat in Councilor Assembly." The
Virginians have done the business completely, by ordaining
and declaring, in tlie beginning of their form of Government,
as followeth: "The Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary
departments shall be separate and distinct, so that neither
execute the powers properly belonging to the other: nor
shall any person exercise the powers of more than one of

.

them at the same time, except that the Justices of the
County courts shall be eligibleto eitherHouseofAssembly."
This appears to me a most important regulation; but clashes
so with contrary cases among ourselves, that I am fearful
whether it will be adopted. Under Royal Governours a
clamour was once raised against having certain characters
jn the Council, and all such were gradually left out. If the
like are suffered under a new~modeled Government, it will
be thought that the clamour was needless, and only the
offspring of a party to serve a purpose. Let us be consis-
tent, and not resemble the knavish Whigs of King George
the First's time, who by a septennial act prolonged the
Parliament four years beyond its natural life, which ought
to have expired at the end of three, thereby subverted the
Constitution, and, as an author says, "went farther in
impoverishing and enslaving their fellow-subjects, than all
their predecessors from the Restoration." I humbly appre-
hend, that sooner or later we must follow in the main the
example of the Virginians, or rue the consequence. The
deviations that may now exist in our infantile State with-
out much danger to the preseut generation, will, if contin-
ued, prove extremely prejudicial when we have attained to
maturity, and are become a rich people. And let it ever be
remembered, that it is easier to prevent errours getting into the
Constitution, than to eradicate them after a long indulgence.
But would we avoid the errours alluded to, and set aside the
arguments used in support of them, we should pay the perSODS
filling the Judicial and Executive departments rather gene-
rously than otherwise. Pay well, aud 'suitable men will be
found that will be cobtent with single pJaces, and apply
themselves to the proper discharge of the duties thereof. Be
niggardly, so that your servants cannot live in character, and
they wil1either seek more services than they can discharge, or
will, by secret ways and means, supply deijcienlies, at will
do your work in a bungling, slovenly manner, and occasion
more damage to the publick than the difference saved by
an injudicious parsimony can repair. It is beueath the



229 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 23()

dignity of a State to lay its servants under a temptation Besides, twelve years is certainly too long for any person to
either to neglect the publick so that they may attend to possess a share of the executive power, in a well-ordered
their own private business, or to commit frauds, or to receive Commonwealth, before he is reduced to a private station.
bribes in the way of presents, that they and families may be The Executive department should be stable, 'and have men
decently supported, answerable to their rank. Itargues a. of knowledge and experience iri business; but this may be
mean and contracted soul to attempt it. When your provided for, without admitting any man's remaining in it for
rewards are fully proportioned to the services expected, see so long a time. I would, with all due respect, gentlemen,
that you are well served, put lip with no neglects, be careful offer to your consideration the following proposah: Let
how you admit of customs and perquisites, and punish there be a Council of State consisting of eight members,
crimmals with exemplary severity. chosen out of the Legislative Council, tbe House of Assem-

I have above expressed my desire that the Judiciary, bly, or the people at large. Let each branch of the
Executive, and Legislative departments might be preserved Legislature choose four, instead of choosing by joint ballot;
separate ~nd distinct. The governmental powers being and at the end of every year, in the like manner, remove and
thus divided, the people are the better secured in the pos- add two, till at the end of foUl"years they have gone through
session of their liberties. Each department hath enough to the first rotation; after which, in the succeeding years, let
employ it, and by confining itself to its own particular the two that have been in four years be invariably removed.
busi!less, will perform it with the greater despatch and ad- By this means no one will be in more than four years, and
vamage, to the no smail emolument of the State; and being ever after the three first years the Council of State will con-
thus separated the guardians of the publick are increased, and sist of two members that are in their first year of service,
dangerous encroachments upon the Constitution become the two that are in their second, two that are in their third, and
less probable. But that the proposed plan may take place, two that are in their fourth. Are any of them chosen out
besidesexcluding the Judges from each branch of the Legis- of the Legislative body, let their places in that body be
lature, the Council should be solely legislative, and the vacated, and tilled up by new elections. In case of vacan-
executive power be entrusted with other individuals. Let, cies by death or resignation, let them be fil1edup, when the
then, the Legislative Council consist of thirty, as mentioned number is even, by each branch of the Legislature's choosing
in the former letter, upon the supposition of a rotation; and, a moiety as before; when odd, by tbe odd one's being
instead of a Governour, let there. he a Council of State, con- chosen by joint ballot, or from time to time alternately, first
sisting of a given number, with President and Vice-Presi- by the House, then by the Legislative Council. Let no
dent, who shall occupy the Legislative Department. I was member, when removed, be eligible till he has been OU!as
formerly attached to the name of Governour, but considering many years as he was in. Let no officer of the Army or
how apt persons wearing that name are to imagine that they Navy, in the service of the Continent, or of the Colony, be
bave an innate right to govern, distinct from what has been eligible. To this Council of State, let the Legislature add
communicated, I prefer the word President, as Jess liable to a President chosen by joint bal1ot, or let the Assemhly
make the creature vain and domineering. The Carolinianl nominate two or three, and the Legislative Council choose
having constituted tbe President a bl'anch of the Legislature, out of that nomination. Let the Council of State choose
appoint that the Vice-President of the Colony should be a from among themselves a Vice-President. Let four make
member and President of a Privy Council, which consists of a quorum for doing business. Let the President have a
six other members chosen by ballot-three by the General single vote with the Council, besides a castinO"vote when
Assembly, and three by the Legislative Council; but they necessary; the Vice-President the same when the Pl'esident
provide, that no officer of the Army or Navy, in the service is absent. Let the advice and proceedings of the Council
of the Continent, or of the Colony, shall be eligible. A be entered on record and signed by the members present, (to
member of the General Assembly or Legislative Council any part whereof let any member be at liberty to enter his
does not lose his seat by being chosen of the Privy Council, dissent,) to be laid before the whole Legislature, when called
unless elected Vice-President of the Colony. The Privy for by the joint voice of both branches, but not otherwise.
Council is to advise the President and Commander-in-Chief Lest I should be too lengthy, I shall close for the present,
when required; but he is not bound to consulf them in all and remain, gentlemen, your faithful servant,
cases. lVew-Jersey hath vested the Government of that WILLIAMGORDON.
Province in a Governour, Legislative Council, and General Roxbury,September7,1776.
Assembly; and any three or more of tbe Council are, at all
times, a Privy Council. Virginia chooses a Governour or
Chief Magistrate annually, who, with the advice of a Coun-
cil of State, exercises the executive powers of government
according to the laws of the Commonwealth, and is not,
under any pretence, to exercise any power or prerogative
by virtue of any law, statute, or custom of England. The
Privy Council, or Council of State, consists of eight mem-
bers, chosen by joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly,
either from their ow~ members or the people at large; their
advice and proceed1l1gsare to be entered of record, and
siO"nedby the members present, (to any part whereof any
m~mher may enter his dissent,) to be laid before the General
Assembly when called for by them. The members of tbis
Council are incapable, during their continuance in office, of
sitting in either House of Assembly. Two of them are to
be removed by joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly at
the end of every tbree years, and be ineligible for the three
next years. The vacancies occasioned by death or inca-
pacity are to be supplied by new ejections in the same
manner. With all deference to the great abilities that com-
posed the Virginia plan of government, I conceive that it
is capable of an improvement, or, at least, of being better
suited to this Northern Colonv. If I understand this ex-
pression aright-" two membe~ shall be removeo at the end
of every three years" -there must be a chasm of three years
'between every removal; of consequence, two members may
be continued in twelve years before the first rotation is con-
cluded, and after that, each may sit thus long in the Council
of State; and yet the Governour is not to continue in office
longer than three years successively, and is not eligible until
the expiration of four years after he shall have been out of
that office. This regulation appears out of proportion.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO THOMAS FL;ETCHER.

Watertown, September 7, 1776.

SIR: The Council have received your letter of the 27th
of July, informing us that the Indians of the Penobscot Tribe,
for good reasons by them suggested, conclude not to enga!l'e
in the Continent;llarmy at pres~nt. Therefore the £30
put mto your hands to enabl~ you to inlist and bring up a
nU-.Q!berof said tribe cannot be improved for that purpose;
therefore the General Court direct that you return said £30
to Henry Gardinf-r, Esq., Receiver-General for this State~
and take his receipt therefor, thefirsLsa.fe opportunity.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO COLONEL WILLARD.

Council Chamber, September 7, 1776.

SIR: You are hereby directed and commanded to take
into your regiment a company of men commanded by
Captain John Wentworth, now on Dorchf-stf-rHeights, and
give direction to said Captain to march said company im-
mediately to the Northern Department of the A11I£rican
army, by the same rOlltes the other part of your regiment
were ordered to march ; and you are further directed and
commanded to take into your regiment a compaoyof men
lately marched from tbe County of Middlesex, under the
command of Captain Sargent, and you pre .to give direc-
tions to said Captain respecting marching biscompany and
joining your regiment, as you shall think best, baviogregard
to former orders received from the Boardrespectiug march-
ing your regiment.

III tbe .nameand per order of the Council:
JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

To Colonel Aaron Willard.
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Gunning, and myself, had the honour to lay before them.
They have sent orders for a number of ships-of-war to be
fitted for sea with all possible despatch; and a strong squad-
ron will certainly sail from Brest for Philadelphia eady in

. the man. of November; and they will also have a very
formidable squadron, two bombs, and a fire-ship, ready against
Spring, which they intend to send to Quebeck.

"FRED. HAMILTON."

RETURN OF FIRE-ARMS, ETC., BELONGING TO THE STATE OF

lUASSACHUSETTS.
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JAMES CA~IPBELL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

!:
3 Chingoteague, Virginia, September 8,1776.

~ SIR: I have the pleasure to inform you that t}le Enter
;;:.. prise, privateer, of Baltimore, [,Indermy command, is arrived
c:.. safe in this inlet, having taken during my cruise the following
~ prizes. viz:
~. Th~ Lancashire, ship, a Guineaman in ballast, now In
b:.. Sinapuxent, in Maryland-4 guns, 16 men;

~ The Betsey, brigantine, of Jamaica, from Guadaloupe
~ for Halifax, having on board 120 hogsheads and tierces of
~ molasses, now in this inlet;
~ The Black River, ship,fromDominicaforBristol, having
~ on board 158 hogsheads sugar, 58 hogsheads rum, 60
~ hogsheads molasses, Egg-Harbour j _

~"'i The snow James, of Lancaster, from Antigua, having
~ on board 100" hogsheads sugar, 171 bales of cotton, ~.; hogsheadsrum, 14 tiercesand 47 barrelssugar,and 50 tons
~ fustick, 2:3 men--not yet arrived;
~ The brigantine Betsey, Guernsey, from St. Croix, having
~ on board 240 hogsheads rum, not yet atTived-expected

~ this day;
;:;I' The sloop Modesty, of Dartmouth, in England, from
~ Barbadoes for Newfoundland, 30 hogsheads and 4 tierces

Q rum, and 20 barrels sugar, arrived yesterday in Sinapu,xent.
~ The schooner Liberty, of Nova &otia, from Montreal

~ and Angu,illa, having on board 1,000 bushels salt, 14
~ hogsheads rum, and ten casks nails;
~~ A sloop from Tortola, with a small cargo of salt and rnm.

~ Dismissed, with thirty prisoners, being quite outnumbered by
~ them.
~ When I sailed, I had fifty-three men and boys, twenty-
£f nine of whom never were at sea. I suffered much in my
~-1 health, and sprung both my masts; but expect to get better
~ soon, and be out again before the Winter. I shall send your
-1 honourable Congress a survey of this inlet when my health0') permits, it being of great importance, and ought ,to be for-

tified, for which four guns would be sufficient. In it is
fifteen feet water, and among the shoals without, a ship of
any size may find shelter till lightened.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
.

JAMES CAMPBELL.

-

To John Hancock, Esq.

Exeter, New-Hampshire, September 7,1776.

We have certain intelligence from Onion River, which
is about seventy miles from Haverltill, (Cohoss,) that a party
of the Kina of Great Britain's troops, ten or twelve days
acro burnt "'nine houses, and destroyed everything in meir
;ay except one small fort, and carried off a Tory family.
On the door of a building they left wrote the following noti-
fication: " We did not destroy this because we suppose it,
belonO'sto a fri~nd; and if we have destroyed any effects
belonging to a friend of the King's troops, send a bill, and it
shall be paid on sight."

SAMUEL CHASE TO GENERAL GATES.

Annapolis, September 8, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I was by yesterday's post honoured with
your letter of the 23d of August. I cannot.account for the
delay of my letter of the 14th of June. I wrote you a letter
on tbe subject of yours to Mr. John Adams, the first of last
month. I suppose it has not reached you.

I sincerely rejoice to hear of our respectable force with
you, and cannot but solicit you to inform me frequently of
your affairs.

I am now attending our Convention for the framing of a
new Government for this State. I wish and much pressed
the completion of this business six months ago. .

The same good opinion of Colonel St. Clair which
induced me to recommend him to your notice, compelled
me to urge his promotion, and for,which I stayed in Congress
beyond my time limited for my return here.

I have not heard from my friend General Schuyler since
his treaty with the savage princes of the wilderness. I
cannot express the respect, the affection, and friendship with
which I desire to "be remembered to that gentleman. I
wrote to General Arnold the 9th of August. I wish to.hear
from him, and am anxious to procure some knowledge, and
if possible a map, of the Lakes. Can you get one for me?
Present my warmest wishes to General Arnold. Erit mihi
Neptunus, if he will defeat Burgoyne.

I presume General St. Clail' is at New- York, and there-

l<:XTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON FROM A

MERCHANT AT BARBADOES, DATED SEPTEMBER 8, 1776.

The Ranger, a privateer brig of sixteen guns, fitted out
here to cruise aO'ainst the Americans, has brought into
Carlisle Bay an American armed schooner of ten carriage
guns, from Brest bound to Philadelphia, on board of which
were found several letters; amongst others, Was one ad-
dressed to the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., from one Mr.
Hamilton, an Amerkan gentleman who has been for some
time at the Court of Versailles. I just had a sight of it;
cannot remember the particulars, but have, as near as
possible, sent you the con!ents, which ~re as follow:

"SIR: I have the happmess to acquamt you that you may
assure the Congress that the Fre~ch Ministry P

.

erfectly
acquiesce with the proposals which Messrs. Needham,

....0
§ §
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fore I omit to express my esteem and regard for him. I
shall write to that gentleman to New- York.

I shall write to your lady on to-morroW. Every good
attend you. Farewell.

YOUI'affectionate and obedient servant,
SAMUEL CHASE.

MATTHEW TILGHMAN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 10, 1776.]

_ Annapolis, SeJ!ltember 8,1776.

SIR: I received by Henry Frick.. your letter to our
Convention, after their rising yesterday evening. I imme-
diately requested their attendance this morning, that ,I
might communicate the contents, and doubt not, at th~s
most critical juncture, they will exert all the power of thIs
State in support of the common cause.

I had ordered the express to wait, that I might inform of
the result, but I cannot keep him.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient servant,

MAT. TILGHMAN,President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress,
at Philadelphia.

PRESIDE)IT OF CONGRESS TO (JENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, September 8, l776-Sunday, 6 o'clock, P. M,

SIR: I am this minute honouredwith your favourof the
6th instant, and am to acknowledge the receipt of your
several favours to that date.

The Congress, concurring with the proposal of exchanging
Generals Prescott and McDonald for Generals Sullivan
and Stirling, have authorized the Board of War to send the
two former to you for that purpose, as soon as possible.

In consequence of the message which Gener~l Sullivan
delivered to Congress from Lord Howe, respecting a con-
ference with some of their members, they have, after great
debate been induced to pass the first resolution of the 5th
of September, and have since appointed three gentlemen on
that business, as you will observe by a subsequent resolution,
to which, without any comment, I beg leave to refer you.
But in order to prevent similar messages for the future, they
hav~ passed a resolve directing the ,mode in which all
applications shall hereafter be made, eIther to Congress or
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, and to which only
any attention is to be paid. I beg leave to refer you to the
resolve itself as the future rule of your conduct with respect
to every such verbal application, until it shall be altered, or
you shall hear further from Congre~s on the .subject.

The list of officers who are pnsoners with the enemy,
which you mention as enclosed i~ your fa~our of the 6th, it
is probable was through hurry omitted, as It has not come to
hand.

Before this reaches you, a supply of money will doubtless
be arrived, it being now two days since it was sent.
Henceforth you wilJ be more regularly supplied with that
article. The Congress have ordered a large stock of cloth
here to be immediately made up into tents, and to be
forwarded to you with all possible despatch. They have
likewise ordered some duck in the Eastern States to be made
ioto tents and sent you.

To-morrow morning I will lay your letter before Congress,
and acquaint you immediately of the result. General
Sullivan went from here two days ago. The committee to
wait on Lord Howe will set out to-morrow morning [or
New- York. .

The interesting state of our affairs, and the anxiety of
Congress to hear from you as often as possible, will naturally
suggest to you the propriety of giving them all the informa.
tion in your powel',as often as your important concerns will
admit of it.

My most ardent and incessant wishes attend you, that
you may still rise superiour to every difficulty, and that your
great and virt'!ous exertions on behalf of your country may
be crowned with that success which, from the Supreme
Being's love of justice, and tbe righteousness of our cause,
in conjunction with our own endeavours, it is not irrational
to expect.

I am to request you will direct Major Hausegger to
repair to this city as soon as possible, to take the command

of the German battalion, of which he is appointed Colonel,
being extremely wanted.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of respect
and esteem, sir, your most obedient and humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To General Washington.

DR. FRANKLIN TO LORD HOWE.

Pbiladelphia, September 8, 1776.

l\h LORD: I received your favour of the] 6th past. I
did not immediately answer it, because I found that my cor-
responding with your Lordship was disliked by some mem-
bers of Congress. 1 hope now soon to have an opportunity
of discussingwith you, viva voce, the matters mentioned in
it; as I am, with Mr. Adams and Mr. Rutledge, appointed
to wait on YOllrLordship, in conseqnence of a desire you
expressed in some conversation with General Sullivan, and
of a

.
resolutionof Congress made thereupon, which that

gentleman has probably before this time communicated to
you.

We propose to set out on our journey to-mOl'rowmorn-
ing, and to be at Amboy on Wednesday about nine o'clock,
where we should be g]ad to meet a line from your Lordship,
appointing the time and place of meeting. If it would be
agreeable to your Lordship, we apprehend that either at
the house on Staten-Island opposite ~oAmboy, or at the
Governour's house in Amboy, we might be accommodated
with a room for the purpose.

With the greatest esteem and respect I have the hono.ur
to be, my Lord,&c., B. FRANKLIN.
To Lord Howe.

,.EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON BY WAY OF .
NANTZ, DATED PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 8, 1776.

The defeat of the Provincial forces at.Long-Island was
III a great measure owing to the bad conduct of Lord Stir>-
ling, who neglected sending a proper force for the defence
of the heights above Flatbush, and by that means afforded
General Howe an opportunity of showing his superiour gen-
eralship, in surrounding their lines, instead of attacking them
in front as was expected. Only one battalion of Rangers,
under the command of Colonel Trail, was left to defend the
pass on the road to Jamaica Plain, where the grand attack
was made. That young officer for a long time made head
against the whole force of General Clinton's body of In-
fantry; but as no support was sent him, after losing two
thirds of his men, and being dangerously wounded himself,
he made good his retreat and joined General Putnam at
Brooklyn. General Sullivan, Colonel Smith, and Major
Guy, behaved with great bravery.

General Washington is at King's Bridge; the grand
army under his command consists of abQutthirty-three thou-
sand men. Lee is ordered by the Congress to make an
attack upon St. Augustine. Every prospect of a reconcil-
iation is at all end.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspec-
tion, and Correspondence, at the house of Adam Reigart,
September 8, 1776,

Present: J11illiamAtlee, Mathias Slough, Adam Rei-
gart, William BJJwsman, ltlichael Musser, John Miller,
George ltloore, and Henry Dehuff. William Atlee in the
Chair.

Resolved, That Captain Zanfzinger's, Captain Boyd's,
and Captain Musse7"s Companies be taken into pay as
Guards unde[ the direction of th~ Committee, for the ensu-
ing month, and that the publick Arms in the hands pf the
other Captains and Officers and Privates of Colonel Ross's
Battalion, who have heretofore done duty as Town Guat'ds,
be taken by Colonel Reigart into his care and distributed
to the Captains Zantzinger, Boyd, and ]}lusser, to put into
the hands of their Companies as Guards, and that the ap-
prentices, gunsmiths, lockmakers, and such persons as are
employed at the works at the Barracks, and belong to tbose
Companies, be excused from duty as Town Guard, and be
called upon only as Associators on the appointed days of
exercise until further prders.
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GENERAl. W ASlItlirG'T'ON TO Tn~ P:k'Estb1:N'l' 01' MNGRES'i!.

(Read 10th September.]
, New-York, Head.Q,uarters, September 8, .776.

SIR: Since I had- the honour of addressing you on the
6th, I have called a cOlmcil of tbe General Officers, in order
to take a fun and comprehensive view of our situation, and
therenpon form such a plan of future defence as may be
immediately pursued, and subject to ITaother alteration than
a change of operations on the enemy's side may occasion.

Before the landing of the enemy on Long-Island, the
point of attack could not be known, or any satisfactory
judgment formed of their intentions. It migbt be on Long-
Island, on Bergen, or directly on tbe city. This made it
necessary to be prepared for each, and has occasioned an
expense of labour which now seems useless, and is regretted
by those who form a judgment from after-knowledge. But
I trust men of discernment will think differently, and see
that by such works and preparations we have not only
delayed the operations of tbe campaign tiTI it is too late to
effect any capital invasion into the country, but have drawn
the enemy's forces to on~ point, and obliged them to decline
their plan, so as to enable us to fonn our defence on some
certainty.

It is now extremely obvious from aU intelligence, from
their movem.mts, ~nd every otbercircl1mstance, that, having

COLONELCLEMENTBIDDLE TO THE BOARDOF WAR. landed their whole army on Long-Island, (except about
Perth-Amboy, September8, 1776. four thousand on State.n-Island,) they mean to enclose US

SIR: I find the troops here begin to want many necessa- on the Island of New- York, by taking post in our rear,
nes that they will suffer for want of unless speedily suppiied. while the shipping effoctually secure the front; and thus,
Blankets wiHbemuchw:rnted. I havedelivered out a num~ either by cutting off our 'Commu\'J.katiol1with the country,
ber which I received from the Council of Safety of Penn- oblige us to fight them on their own tenns or sUlTender at
'Bylvani'a, and. ha'Ve taken the order of the commlll1ding discre~ion,.or, by a brilliant stroke,~ndeavour to cut this
officers of the battalions with receipts to be at::COt1ntablefOr army In pleces,and secure the collection of arms and stores,
them. I be!!'to be instructed whether the blankets are to which they well know we shall not be able soon to replace.
be paid for eft tIOt by tbe Flying.Camp. Ha ving therefore their system unfolded to us, it becam~.

The other articles which begin to be much wanted, are' an important consideration how it could be most Sllccess-
shoes, stockings, warm jackets, breeches, and shirts, and I fully opposed. On every side there is a choice of difficul~
wOl,)ldget a good number of them if I had orders, and that ties, and every measure on our part (how.ever painful the
the Colonel or Commanding officers of the FlyinO'-Camp reflection is from experience) to be formed with someappre-
were to stop tlmamount of what. necessaries they took up hen~ion that a!l our troops ,,:ill n.otdo th.eirdutr. In delib-
fromthe men's pay. I wouldnot proceed farther than 1 eratlllg on thIs great questIon,It was ImpossIbleto forget
have done from the necessity in tbis business, until I could that history, our own experience, the advice of our ablest
receive the direCtions of the honourable Congress or of the friends in Europe, the fears of the enemy, and even the
Board of War on this subject. I beg you will lay this before declarations of Congress, demonstrate that, on our side, the
your Board, that I may receivetheir directionsherein. war should be defensive(it has been even called a war of

I have ordered Mr. Risberg, A. D. Q. M. G., to apply posts;) that we should, on all occasions, avoid a general
to yon when necessaryin my department, and beg the favour action, or put anything to the risk, unless compelled by a
of your assi~tancetOhim. necessity into which we ought never to be drawn. The

I am, sir, your mostobedient,humbleservant, ~rguments upon which such a 'System was founded were
CLEMENTBIDDLE,D. Q. M. G. deemed unanswerable; and experience has given her sanction.

T R. h d P t E. S f WOffi Ph'l
With these views, and being fully persuaded that it wou]d

o zc ~r e ers, sq., ecretary 0 ar ce, at z - be presumption to draw out our young troops into open
adelphza.

. , .. ~round,against theirsuperiours,both in ~umberand discip-
Colonel Mzles s troops lost chief of theIr blankets. lIme, I have never spared the spade andpICk-'axe. I confess

have sent a number forward to supply them, but have few I have not found that readiness to defend even stronO' posts
now left. 'a1 all hazards, Which is necessary to derive the greates;

benefit from them. The honour of making a brave defence
does not seem to be a sufficient stimulus when the successis
very doubtful, and the falling into the enemy's hands proba-
ble; but I doubt not this will be gradually attained.

We are now in a Strong post, but not an impregnable
one; nay, acknowledged by every man of judgment to be
untenable, unless the enemy will make the attack upon our
lines when they can avoid it; and their movements indicate
that they mean to do so. To draw tbe whole army tOITether
'in order to arrange the defence proportionate to the bexten~
of lines and works, would leave the country open for an
approach, and put the fate of this army and its storeson tqe
hazard of making a successful defence in the city, or the
issue of an engagement out of it. On the other hand to
abandon a city which has been by some deemed defensible,
and on whose works much labour has been bestowedhasa
tendency to dispirit the troops and enfeeble ourcau~. It

WILLIAM TREl;1' TO JACOB S. l!:OW~LL.

Trenton, September 8, 1776.

Sm ~ By the bearer I hav~ Sent you two saniples of sul-
ph~r ore, the lar~e~t piece which is part of a b~1I I got from
Mr. Van Swel1tingham, tavern-keeper at Mzddletown, on
the road that leads from Hagerstown to Fredericktown, in
Maryland; the other comes from the Ohio. If either of
them are of value enough to make the mines worth inquir-
ing after, Mr. Van Swearingham ca~ info:m 1:0uof the place
where the first was got, and I can gIve dIrectIons to find the
tnine the other was taken from.

On a p)aritation of one Adam Small, a Dutchman,near
the Red-House oil the road leading from the mouth of Co-
ni:cocheqm to Winthestet,are plenty of black flint-stones.
Severallmntets who haVtJmade flints for their guns of them,
say they are very good. If flints are wanted for present
\tse, I am informed there are stones which were brought fot
baltast and unloaded at Moles' Point, PetapseC'() Landing,
sufficient to make flints to last the army several years.

I am, sir, ytlUr most humble servant,,

WILLIAM TREN'l'.

To Jacob S. Howell, Secretary to the Committee of Safety,
in Philade'/phia.

In Councilor Safety, Philadelphia, September 8, 1776-

This Board being infOl.med that the publick stock of
Flints isMarly eKpended,they therefore refer this letter to
the Board of War, which has that matter immediatelyunder
their care. By order of Council:

THOS. WHARTON, Jul'Q'., President.

COLONEL GRIFFIN TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Head-Quatters, Perth-Amboy, September 8, 1'776.

SIR: I have enclosed a return of the army in the JErseys,
-Its also a list of the prisoners taken at Long-I,land by Gen-
eral Howe's army. You will pleaseha ve it published, in
order that the friendsof the gentlemen ll1aysend them such
t'hingsas they think necessary.

We find, by.a resolution of your Convention, they have
ordered all the Militia to tnarch to this place, whether armed
or unarmed. It has been an exceeding ill-advised plan,as
we have not one hundred stand of arms in our stores-; 110r
would we give them to Militia if we had a much larger
number~ I hope in a few days we shall have enough of the
Flying-Camp, with the Jersey Militia, to pre~'ent theenerny
trom making any incursions on 'the Jersey Bide, 30 ihatwe

shall be able to dismiss the whole of the Pennsylvania
Associators.

I am, sir, your, most obedient servant,
SAML. GRIFFIN.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Sect'etary to the Board of War,
at Philadelphia.
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bas also been<'J)nsidereda.sthe key to the northerncountry; tie!3;that the decliningan engagement subjectsa General
but, as to that, I am fully of opinion that the establishing to reproach; and that the common cause may be affected
strong posts at M()Unt Wa.shi1'lgton,on tf:\I~upper part of by the discouragement it may throw over the minds of many.
this Jsland, and on the Jf)rsey side opposite to it, with the, Nor am I insensible of the contrary effects, if a brilliant
«ssistance of the obstructions already made, and which may stroke could be made with any probability of success, espe~
be improved, ill the wl),ter,that not only the navigation of cia.lIyafter our loss upon Long~Island. But when the fate
HudsQn's River, but an easier and bNter conmllmication,may of A,mf)rica may be a.t an issue..,...,.,whenthe wisdomof cooler
be more effectually secured betweeo the northern and south~ moments and experienced men have decided that we should
ern States. This I believe everyone acquainted with the protract the war, if possible 1 cannot think it safe or wise
situation of the COlJntrywill readily agree to, and will appear to adopt a different system, when the season lor aCtion
evident to those who have an opportunity of recurring to draws!io near a close. That the enemy mean to winter in
good maps. These, and many other consequences which. New- York, there can be no doubt; that with such an arm"
will be involved in the determination of our ne]!:tmeasure, ament they can drive us out, is equally clear. The Con-
have given our men full employ, and led everyone to form gress having resolved that it should not be destroyed, nothing
a judgment of the various objects presenting themselves to seems to remain but to determine the time of their taking
his view. possession. It is our interest and wish to prolonCTit as much

The post at King's Bridge is naturaJly strong, and is as possible, provided the delay does not affect our future
well fortified. The heights about it are commanding, measures.
and might soon be made more so. These are important The Militia of Connecticut is reduced from six thousand
objects, and I have attended to them accordingly. I have to less than two fhousand, and in a few days will be merely
also removed from tbe city all the stores and ammunition) nominal. The arrival of some Maryland troops, &c., from
e~cept what was absolutely neCIJssaryfor its defence, and tbe Flying-Camp, has, in a gr!Jiltdegree, supplied the loss
made every other dispositionthat did pot essentially interfere of men; but the M:nnwnitiQPtbey have carried :nva.ywiU
with that object-carefully keepingin view, until it should bIJa losssensiblyfelt, Tbe impl!lseforgoinghomE:}wa.s~9
be absolutely determined, on full considera~jon,how far the irresistible, it answered no purpose to oppose it, 'rhough J
,city was to be defended at all events. In resolving points would not discharge,I have been obliged to ,!}cquiesce;and
of sllch importance, many circumstances peculi<J.rtp O

.

.

.

u
.

r it affords one nlQre .meJar;1cllQlyproof, how delusive SI,IGl}
own army also occur. Being only provided for a Sum- deeendencies are. .
mer's campaign,their clothes,shoes,and blanketswillsOon. Enclosed I have the honourto transmita general return,
be unfit for the change of weather which We every day the first I have been able to procurefor some timej alsp, a
feel. At present we have I)ot tents for more than two- report of Captain Newell, from Ol1rworks at 110m's Hopl;
thirds-many of tbem old and worn-ollt; but if we had a or Hell-Gate. Their situation il>e)~tremelylQw, and the

.rlentiful supply, the season will not admit of continlJing in SOl!nd so very narrow,tbilt !he enemy have 'em much.
them long.

.

The case of Qur sick is alsQworthy of much within their command.
consideration. Their number, in the returns, forms at least I have the honour to be, with great tespect, sir, your most
one-fourth of the army. Policy and humanity require th~y obedient servant, G.

Wshould be made ascom(ortable as possible. o. ASHINGTON.
. With these and many other circumstances before them, To tbe Pres,ident of Congress.
the whole council of General Officers met yesterday, in order P. S. The enclosed information this moment eame to
to adopt some general line of conduct to be pursued at this hand. I a.m in hopes we shan henceforth get regular inter~
important crisis. I intended to have procured their separate ligence of the enemy's movements.
opinions on each point, but time would not admit. I was
therefore obliged toeoUect their sense more generally than
I could have wished. An agl'eed the town would not be
tenabl(;Jif the enemy resolved to bombard and cannonade
it; but the difficultyattending a removal operated so strongly,
tbat a course was taken between abandoning it totally and
concentrating our whole strength for its delence. Nor were
some a little influenced in their opinion, to whom the deter-
mination of Congress was known, against an evacuation
totally, as they were led to sllspect Congress wished it to be
maintained at every hazard. It was concluded to arrange
the army under three divisions: five thousand to remain for
the defence of the city; nine thousand to King's Bridge
and its dependencies, as well to possess and secure thOse
posts as to be ready to attack the enemy, who are moving
eastward on Long-Island, if tbey should attempt to land on
this side; the remainder to occupy the intermediate space,
and support either. That the sick should be immediately
removed to Orangetoum, and barracks prepared at King's
Bridge, with all expedition, to cover the troops.

There were some General Officers, in whose judgmeI1t
and opinion much confidence is to be reposed, that were for
a total and immediate removal fi'omthe city, urging the great
danger of one part of the army being cut off before the
other can support it-the extremities being at least sixteen
'miles apart; that our army, when collected, isinferiour to
the enemy; that they can move, with their whole force, to
any point of attack, and, consequently, must succeed by
weight of numbers if they have only a part to oppose them;
that by removing from hence we deprive the enemy of the
advantage of their ships, which wi]} make at least one-half
of the force to attack the town; that we should keep the
enemy at bay-put nothing to the hazard~but, .ataH
events, keep the army together, which may be recruited
another year; that the unspent stores will also be preserved;
and in this case, the heavy artillery can also be secured.
But they were overrlliedby a majority, who thought, for the
present a part of our force might be kept here, and attempt
to maintain the city a while longer.

I am sensible a retreating army is encircled with diilicul-

GKNF;.RAJ. pJl.p~Re.

alJa!l-Qu!\r~ers, New-Yprk, SeptelJ)j)er 7, nUl.
(I'~role,Tempi..) (Countersign,Libert~.)

Jvhn Davis, of Captain Hamilton's Company of Artij-
lery, tried by a Court-Mar,tia), whereof Colonel MqU:f1W
was Pr~sidellt, was convicteq of" Desertion," and sentenced
to receive thirty-nine lashes,

.

Levi Web.ster, of Captain Hyde's Company, Colon.el
Wylly's Regiment, convict~dby the same Court-:M~rti_al Qf
tbe .sameoffence, sentepced to the Same punisbment,

The Generol approves the se.n.tences, ;and order:s ~b.eJllW
be ex:~c\Jted,on the Regimel),tal,Parade, .at the l!.liual.ho\.1r
in the mQrning.

A Court-Ma,rtial cons~$tjng of a Commandant of a Bri-
gade, two Colpne/s, two Lieutenanf-CQ}onels, two M.ajo~,
and six Captaios, to sit to-morrow, at Mrs. l1~oJl.tagni.c's,to
try Major Post, of Colooel Kachlein's Regiment, for cow-
ardice, in running away from LQng-kI4'f!,d wh{ma.nalarrn
was given of the approach of the enemy. The s.ame C9.Urt-
Martial also ~o .try John ~pan:zenbury, Adjutant of tb.e s!1ffle

'Regiment, for the same Qffepce,and likewiseLieJ,He[);;mt
Peter Zachltin.

Benjamin $tQn!5appoin~d Quarterma$ter, T¥illiam 4d-
ams appointed Paymaster, Nathanid Webb, Adjutant of
Colonel Durkee's K'egiment. Daniel Tilden, Esq., to do
duty as Captain, till further orders.

Richard Sill appointed Paymaster to Colonel Tyler's
Regiment.

Major Lee is desired to do the duty of Brigade-Major in
Major Henly's stead, till an appointment is made.

Be!\!I.Qu!!.r~!Jrs, New-York, September 8,1776.
(Parole, GfaysO!l.) .(Cn~Pter~ign, Tilghma!l.)

Alexander McIntire, of Captain Newall's Company,
James Butler, of Captain Dalley's Company, and Jo~n
Know.ltQn,of Ca ptain Ma:nvell's CQmpany, all of Colonel
PrcscQtt'sRegiment, tried by a Court-Martial whereof CQl-
QndMa!com wasPresiden~, aod acquitted of" pluPGesiQg
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a letter belonging to a citizen of New- York;" each ordered sania, and Delancy's Mill~, and indeed any other which you
to be discharged and join their regiments. conceive there isa probability of the enemy's making use

Ames Reed, Corporal in Captain Van Cleaver's Com- of, in order to prevent, or at least delay them, in the convey-
pany, Regiment late Colonel Johnson's, tried by the same - ance of their artillery. In some places it may be necessary
Court-Martial, and convicted of "speaking disrespectfully to fell trees across the roads; in others I would recommend
and villifyingthe Commander-in-Chief," sentenced to receive deep pits to be dug. In short, I must request you will have
thirty-nine lashes, at different days successively, thirteen them broke up and destroyed in such a manner as to render
each day, and reduced to the ranks. them utterly impassable.

John Lillie,' of Colonel Knox's Regiment of Artillery, I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Captain Hamilton's Company, convicted by the same Court- Go. WASHINGTON.
¥artial of" a~using. Adj~tant HenJy, and striking him," To Major-General Heath.
ordered to reCelve tlnrty-mne lashes In the same manner. .

P S I I d . I. d' t
.

t I d'h b d d .. mean t Jose roa s Wit un your ISrlc ea IngThe General approves tea ove sentences,an or ers
fi Ki ' B 'J d h ' h ' I ' t '

,

' h I ' d I rom mg s rt ge own to t e pOInts on w IC1 1 IS sup-them to be put In execution at t e usua tIme an pace.
d h

.

' Ill dTh G I d ' h '
1'.

' f ]d ' Pose t e enemy WI an.e enera Irects t at In 1l1ture, In case 0 any so IeI'
detected in plundering, the Brigadier-General, or Colonel,
or Commanding Officer of the Regiment, immediately call
a Court-Martial, and have the offenders tried and punished
without delay.

[No, 1.] Sunday Morning, 9 o'clock,

SIR: I would inform you that the enemy has opened two
three-gun batteries, and have at least four royals, and have
very much damaged two platforms, and the breastworks are
very much shattered. They have also broke our limbers.
They have sent a shot through one of our large carriages.
One of Colonel Sargent's regiment is killed, and two or three
wounded; but we have none lost or wounded. They con-
tinue to keep up a very severe bombardment and cannonade.
Their ordnance is twelve and twenty-four pounders. I
should think it necessary that there should be carpenters
sent here to repair platforms. .

EWPHELET N EWELL, Captain.

To Colonel Henry Knox.
P. S. We can bring but two guns to bear upon them.

[No.2.] New-Rotchel,September8, 1776.
DEARSIR: We have sent one Samuel Hunt, on Long-

Island, a young man I think will answer every purpose he
is sent after. It is uncertain when he will return; but this
evening there is one Mr. Sands to be over, who can give us
a particular account. There was one Mr. Tredwell, and
another person from Goshen, in Orange County, the latter
unknown to me, across here four or fi~e days ago. Mr.
Tredwell is a disaffected person, and all his friends live on
Long-Island. I understand that his brothers are warmly
engaged against us, and I am well persuaded he will go
through the whole of their camps. He is expected over
every hour. I have secured the horses, and intend to secure
them, put them apart, and bring them to you, as soon as
they cross. We will be able to get all we want from them.
The news c01lected since I saw you, is, that the main body
of their army is at Newtown, and Lord Howe keeps that
as Head-Quarters; that a1l the wagons, as far eastward as
they have been able to go, are pressed and carried to New-
town, and that every horse fit for the troop is pressed and
taken away from their proper owners, without any respect of
persons. They talk of raising three regiments-one to be
a regiment of Rangers, to be commanded by Major Robert
Rogers-and if the people will not turn out volunteers, they
will draft them. They had their general muster yesterday,
but raised no recruits on account of the weather; at which
meeting they agreed to keep but two sentries on Cow-Neck-
one at Long-Point, and the other at Watch-Point-which
makes it safe to cross. It is said there are three regiments
at Flushing, one at Jamaica.

From your humble servant,
.

ISAAC NICOLL, Colonel.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 8,1776.

DEAR SIR: I have lately received information,on which
I car:J in somemeasurerely, that it is impracticableforcar-
riages to pass from Harlem-Point, or any of the landing-
places eontiguol1sto it, towards King's Bridge, any otber
way than along the publick roads. J should therefore con-
ceive it would be highly expedient to throw every impedi-
ment and obstruction in the ways leading from the above
mentioned places, as also in the roads levding from JUorris-

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MERCER.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 8, 1776.

SIR: I have received your lAtterby General Roberdeau,
of the 7th of September, and am sorry to hear of your indis-
position, which, however, I hope will in a short time be
removed. There has nothing very critical passed in this
quarter since you were here; still matters wear so critical an
aspect that I have determined to call over Colonel Ward's
regiment from the post opposite Mount Washington; you
will therefore be pleased to detach so many of the troops
under YOl1rcommand as will make up this de6ciency, and
still keep General Ewing's complement of fifteen hundred
men entire. Notwithstanding this assistance, I shall still
stand in need of two or three thousand men to reinforce the
posts here, and am anxious for the arrival of the ~Maryland
and Virginia troops, which are on their march to this place.
I sha1l be glad you will immediately inform me by ex-
press where they are, and when I may with certainty
expect them. I could wish they were pushed forward with
all possible expedition. General Roberdeau wi1lcommuni-
cate to you the result of the Council; also any other things
material which al'e not mentioned in this letter.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Brigadier-General .Mercer, New-Jersey.
P. S. I desire you will direct the engineer to expedite

the works, to the utmost of his abilities, which are necessary
for the defence of General Ewing's post.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO {lENERAL JAMES CLINTON.

New-York, September 8, 1776.

SIR: I have this day wrote to the President of the Con-
vention of New- York, requesting that an aid of six hundred
Militia may be sent to you from the Counties of Ulster and
Orange, or any other that is more proper and convenient
for the purpose of assisting you, either in the defence of th~
Highlands, in case they should be attacked, or of construct-
ing new works and forti6catio~s by which they may be
rendered more secure. However, ~hether you receive this
reinforcement or not, I must entreat you in the strongest
manner to exert yourself to the utmost of your abilities in
making those two posts at the Highlands as defensible as
possible. Their great importance must be obvious to every
person.

I am, sir, &c.,
To Brigadier-General James

Go. WASHINGTON.

Clinton, Fort Montgomery.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

New-York, September 8,1776,

SIR: I have just received the resolve of your Con-
vention, respecting the removal of the bells belonging to
the different churches and publick edi6ces in this city to
Newark, in the Province of New-Jersey. The measure I
highly approve of, and shall accordingly have it carried
into' execution. .

I have lately been conversing with General Clinton con-
cerning ~he de~ence ~f the forts in the Highlands, who
agrees with me In sentiment that the force already there is
by no means sufficient. I should therefore conceive it would
be greatly in advancement of the service, if you would
cause a reinforcement of Militia, amounting to about six
hundred men, to be sent there from the Counties of Ulster



to discover the situation of those troops, and join them (if
po,;;sible)to my brigade. I find them much dispersed-
many (leaving their arms behind, as is said) having gone
over to Lon,g-Island and are not yet returned; where the
Colonels and most of the other officers are, I have not yet
been able to discover. Captain Tour, of Colonel Smith's,
and Lieutenant Hobart, of Benson's regiment, only, have
been with me; they promised to coHect all the men they
could find and join me, though at the same time they were
very apprehensive of difficultiesarising from Smith's regiment
being inlisted not to go off the Island, and Benson's till the
1st of September only. I doubt not, however, but they
will use their best endeavours. Some few of the men of
both regiments are strolling about Westchester and New-
Roche lle.

By the enclosed return of my brigade, you will observe
that there are wanting to complete five hundred and ninety-
six men; that this deficiency principally arises from the dif-
ferent Militia regiments not having furnished their quotas
-from desertions, which latter have been so frequent that
unless some effectual method can be devised to prevent
in future, not only my brigade, but the whole army, will be
much injured if not ruined. If I am rightly informed, the
Militia regiments drafted their full numbers; but, having
drafted them, never took the proper steps to make them
join their companies, and now suffer them as weB as de-
serters to go at large openly among them about their ordi-
nary business, without apprehending and sending them back.
I- know it is my duty as well as the duty of every other
officer in the service, to cause deserters to be apprehended;
but it is also the duty of every friend to his country, and
more particularly so of members of Committees and officers
of Militia. They can do it without injuring the publick
service in any degree. I can't: if I send officers and par.
ties of faithful men after thelll, I thereby weaken the army.
The deserters hear of them in their neighbourhood-their
business-and, I am sorry to add, are too frequently aided
in evading my guard.. I wish the companr~s raiged in
Dutchess and Westchester, and put under the direction of
the Committees of those Counties, might have it in special
charge from your honourable body to apprehend and send
back deserters in their respective Counties-the extra
expense attending which could easily, and with justice, be
defrayed out of such deserters' pay. I now enclose a list
of Dutchess County deserters, and as soon as I can obtain
a list of those fi'OmColonel Thomson's regiment, I will
(if approved by the Convention) forward it to Captain
Townsend.

I beg leave to lay before you a petition I just now
received from Colonels Grahame, Hopkins, and others,
re~p~ctirigthe Surgeon of their regiment, :-vhichought (in my
opinIon) to have been addressed to you III the first instance,
the Convention only having power to redress the com-
plainant.

I have confined one William Mahony, of Fishkill Land-
ing, in the main guard, for seducing a soldier from his
duty in the city, bringing him up here and endeavouring to
pass him by our guards at King's Bridge, and thereby en- .
able him to desert. Mahony confesses the soldier worked
as a journeyman with him six weeks before he inl)sted; that
he knew he afterward inlisted, yet though I offered to re-
lease him if he would tell tbe soldier's name, the com-
pany an"dregiment he belongs to, (which I have the greatest
reason to believe is in his power,) he will give me no other
satisfaction than that the soldier's name is Riley; and from
"hlahony's conduct, I am induced to think the soldier, not-
withstanding our guards did not suffer him to pass the
bridges, has escaped by crossing the river some other way.

I ~Iso ~nclose examinatio~ taken against one Tippet,
of this nelghbourhood, who IS also confined in our main
guard by some of my officers, for the crime therein par-
ticularly mentioned, which is (in my opinion) of the most
dangerous nature, and has been too much practised, and not
without effect, by the disaffected, since the retreat from
Long-Island, which is given oot by them as a total defeat.
I am extremely unhappy in being obliged to deprive any
man of personal liberty but by due course.of law; but in
the ~bove cases I flatt~r1?yse!ftheC?nvention will justify
me till I can have tl1elrdIrections, whIChshall be faithfuIly
pursued on every occasion.

Nothing very material has occurred since my last. From
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and Orange, or any other that may be most proper and
C()tlvenient. They may be usefully and importantly em-
ployed, as well in defence of the Highlands, in, case they
~hould be attacked, as rn erecting new works and forti6ca-
tions by which they may be rendered more secure.

I am, sir~your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To the H()n. Abraham Yatea, Jun., Esq., President, &c.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

New-York, September 8,1776.

SIR: I wrote you this rllorning by your express, but forgot
to mention a matter of consequence. It being determined
to remove our sick to Orange- Town, we shall want four large
Albany sloops for tbat purpose. The fatigue of tl"avelIing
that distance by land would not only be more than the
patients could bear, but we have full employ for our wagons
in transporting baggage, tents, &c., for the troops from
hence to our own posts. I must therefore beg the favour
of your honourable body to procure the above number of
vessels, and send them down with as much despatch as
possible to this city.

"I am, with respect, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Hon. Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President, &c.

P. S. I shall be glad to know, by return of the express,
when I may probably expect the sloops down. There are
several now on the lower parts of the river with boards;
perhaps you might engage them to come this day, which
would save time.

GENERAL GRE~ 'to ~RE PRESII)EN't OF CONGRESS.
[Read September 13th.]

Camp at New-York, September 8, 1776.

SIR: This will be handad you by Captain Sion Martin-
dale and Lieutenant Moses Turner, that were taken in the
brig FVashington, in Boston Bay, last Fall. They were
sent home prisoners to England and ordered back to Halifax,
where they were confined in gaol for some time; at last they'
found means to cut a passage out, and made their escape,
and have got safe home. There is one Lieutenant Child,
that was made prisonerwith them, and made his escape at
the same time the others did. They apply to Congressfor
their wages and rations due during their captivity. They
also apply for an alIowance for the losses they met with,
and for several advancements they made for the brig Wash-
ingtQn and the crew, during the time they were fitting for the
cruise; all which, doubtless, the Congress will take under
consideration, and grant what justice and equity entitle
them to. They all belonged to the Rhode-Island regiments,
and while they were under my command, they discharged
their duty as became good and faithful officers. How they
behaved after they entered on board the brig Washington, I
am not able to say. They are men who have families, and
no means of support for them but their industry.

I am, with due respect, your obedient servant,
NATHANAEL GREENE.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con-
tinental Congress, at Philadelphia.

Red-Hook, AUgU3t 23, 1776.

I do hereby certify that Captain Sion ~JJfartindale, who
commanded and was taken prisoner off Plymouth, in the
brig Washington, was arranged in/ tlie Ninth Regirnent,
under my command; that during the time of his captivity, the
place was considered vacant, and filled, by which means he
lost his promotion to the rank and command of a field officer,
which, from the casualties of the regiment, would have been
his right. J. N. VARNUM,Cownel9th Regiment.

To all who'mit may concern.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

King's Bridge, September 8, 1776.

SIR: Since I was honoured with the resolve of Conven-
tion of the 3d instant, respecting Colonels Benson's and
Smith's regiments, I have used every means in my power
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the best information we have had, the main body of the
enemy lie at Newtown and Bedford. Their guards on
the Island extend to the Neck, east of White-Stone. The
Highlanders are in that quarter. It is said they have im-
pressed from one thousand to fifteen hundred teems to
carry across their boats and baggage, and they are erecting
a battery opposite Horn's Hook, and heavy cannonade was
heard all last night at or near that place, which continued
tiJI about seven o'clock this morning. I have not yet heard
the particulars, but believe it was from our people against
the enemy's new works; perhaps it was reciprocal.

From the dispositionof the enemy's army and their delay,
I imagine they intend attacking us in two or three different
<!uarters; and I think it more than probable that their grand
aIm is to hem in our army and cut off our communication
with the country, in which case this division of our army,
were it possible, should be augmented. It ought to be con-
sidered they hem us in by water on three sides. The dis-
tance across up as far as Maw-Neck, between the two rivers,
don't much exceed twelve miles, though I hope their ship-
ping won't be able t? pass Fort Washington; but this is v~ry
uncertain. I mentIon these matters to show the necessIty
of the Militia holding themselves in the most perfect readi-
ness. For should the enemy attempt anything of this kind
so high up, it will be of the utmost consequence to fight
and vanquish them before they have time to throw up any
works whatever.

My Brigade-Major, Pawling, who has served in that
character ever since the brigade was formed, is without a
commission, which is the case also with many others of the
officers,who express uneasiness on that score. I wish some
method could be fallen upon to grant them their commis-
sions.. I fear confusion may arise for want of an ar-
rangement of the Field Officers; every Colonel claims
seniority. I have taken some pains to settle their respec-
tive ranks, but without effect. I most earnestly wish the
Convention would give me some directions in this respect,
and point out how it is to be done.

Lieutenant-Colonel Ferris is now with me; he complains
of being troubled with an old settled disorder in his head,
which at present is so violent as to render him unfit for duty.
I believe he is a rrood man, and acts from principle. He
means to ask theOConvention to supply his place until a
return of health, which he hopes will take place on retiring
a short time from the noise of the camp.

I am just informed that there are many disaffected per-
sons near the Sound and East River, possessed of large
stocks of cattle; that they neglect driving them back, and
refuse to part with them to the Commissary at the ordinary
prices. It is more than probable they will fall into the
hands of the enemy, (where I believe the owners wish
them,) unless some proper measures are speedily taken to
prevent it.

I am, with the highest esteem, your most obedient ser-
vant, GEORGE CLINTON.

.
To the President .of the Convention of the State o'f New-

York.
P. S. The cannonading was from the enemy's new bat-

tery against. ours at Horn's Hook. I hear o~e of their
shells killed one and wounded three men, but dId no other
damage.

JAMES WILLIAM PAYNE TO ROBERT BENSON.

Westchester, September 8, 1776.

SIR: On my first arrival fi'om Canada,I madeapplica-
tion to the honourable Conventi.onto get in the Artillery
service, a department which I rather choose to serve in, as
I made it my study early, and having the charge of all the
ordnance in the first campaign against Canada, I acquired
a tolerable knowledge in the practical part; but there being
no vacancies, I could not be provided for, and since my
return homehave been in a bad state of health, in conse-
quenceof the violentfatiguesI sufferedin Canada.

A few days agd I applied to his Excellency General
Washington, laying beforehim my grievances, that I had just
fled from Lon!§-Island, leaving my family behind prisoners,
havinrr only time to escape with the clothes on my back.
His Excellency desired I would wri\e to the honourable
Convention, where there were members who know my
family and character; by their recommendation he would

immediately provide for me, as I embarked very early in
defending the rights of America by every means in my
power, and shall ever be actuated by the same principles in
preserving. the freedom of my country. I make no doubt
those gentlemen of the Convention who are acquainted with
me, will take my distress in their immediate consideration.
Y Oll will please to let this be presented to the House, and
if from motives of humanity to my little family they choose
to write to his Excellency on the occasion, they will as soon
as possible; which shaH always be gratefully acknowledged
by their most obedient humble servant,

JAMES W M. PAYNE.
To Robert Benson, Esq., Secretary to the Convention of

New- York, at Fishkill.

...

LIEUTENANT SAYRE TO GENERAL HEATH.

Westchester, September 8, 1776.

SIR: There seems to be a movement of the enemy; there

is a tender moved from the man-of-war to the brig, and has
taken all the small crafts along the shore, and the officer of
the party sent one of my sentries in order to go to Colonel
Hand, and I thought it proper to give your Honour notice.

From your humble servant,
JAMES SAYRE, Lieutenant.

STANDARD OF THE THIRTEENTH REGtMENT.

Ground, Light Buff. Device, Pine-Tree and field of
Indian Corn, (emblematical of New-England fields.) Two
Officers in the uniform of the Regiment, one of them
wounded in the breast, the blood streaming from the wound.
Under the pine several children, one of the officers pointing
to them, with the motto, "For posterity I bleed."

GENERAL NIXON TO GENERAL HEATH.

l\b DEAR SIR: You have no doubt observed that the
enemy decamped last night from the Heights to the north-
ward of Flushing Bay. About three or four regiments are

.now encamping on the hill to the westward of the Bay, and
opposite to the Island which forms Hdl-Gate. Whethel'
this body is that which decamped, or one marched from
Newtown, we cannot determine. Certain it is, their move-
ments indicate an intention to land near you or at Harlem.
Four boats were sounding the channel a few minutes since,
between Little Hell-Gate and the opening to Harlem.
These appearances render it necessary that post should be
taken on Morris's JIill this night, for reasons too obvious to
be mentioned. If YOLlhave strength to do it with the troops
marched up to-day, would it not be proper to be done? If
you have not strength, (of which advise us,) we will post
some regiments there to-night; although it will weaken the
middle division, if a landing should be made below this
evening. Whatever may be your determination, pray advise
us of it in time.

I have the honour to be your humble servant,
JNO. NIXON, Brigadier-General.

To th.e Hon. General Heath or General MijJlin.

COLONEL NICOLL TO GENERAL HEATH.

New-Rotchel, September 8,1776.

DEAR SIR: We have sent one SamuelHunt on Long-
Island, a young man I think will answer every purpose he
is segt after. It is uncertain when he will return; but this
evening there is one Mr. Sands to be over, who can give us
a particular account. There is one 1¥illiam Tredwell and
another person from Goshen, in Orange County, the latter
unknown to me, crossed here four or five days ago. Mr.
Tredwell is a disaffected person, and all his friends live on
Long-Island. I understand that his brothers are warmly
engaged against us, and I a.m well persuaded he will go
thr"ugh the whole of their camps; he is expected over every
hour. 1 have secured the horses and intend to secure them,
put them apart, and bring them to you as soon as they cross,
as\Y~ will be able to get all we want from them. The
news collected since I saw you, is, that the main body of
their army is at Newtown, and Lord Howe keeps that as
Head-Quarters; that all the wagons as far eastward as
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they have been able to go, are pressed and carried to New-
town, and that every horse fit for the troop is pressed and
taken away from their proper owners, without any respect
of persons. They talk of raising three regiments; one to be .
a regiment of Rangers, to be commanded by Major Robert
Rogers, and if the people will not turn out volunteers, they
will draft them. They had their general muster yesterday,
but raised no recruits on the account of the weather; at
which meeting they agreed to keep but two sentries on
Cow-Neck-one at Long-Point, and the other at Watch-
Point-which makes it safe to cross. It is said there are
three regiments at Flushing, one at Jamaica.

From your humble servant,
ISAAC NICOLL, Colonel.

To Major-General Heath, at King's Bridge; or in his
absence, to Brigadier-General George Clinton.

RECOMMENDATION OF MAJOR GRAY.

Camp, White-Plains, September 8,1776.

We; the subscribers, from a knowledge of Major Gray's
abilities and integrity, and out of a regard for the good of
the service, would recommend Major Gray to the Commis-
sary-General's berth in the Northern Department, as a per-
son every way qualifi~d for it, and one who has great merit
for his exertions la~t campaign in that quarter; and who,
we make no doubt, will discharge the functions of that office
with fidelity to the publick, honour to himself, and to the
satisfaction of the troops who are on the way to be stationed
there.

ENOCH POOR, Brigadier-General.
JNO. NIXON, Brigadier-General.
JNO. PATERSON,Brigadier-General.
ALEXANDERSCAMMEL,Brigadier-General.
Js. BALDWIN, Engineer.
SAML.COULTON,Lieut. Colonel Commandant.

To B. Arnold, Major-General.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 13th September. Referred to Board of War.]
Albany, September 8,1776.

SIR: I did myself the honour to address Congress in a
letter of the 16th August. As I humbly conceive Congress
could have decided on that part of it which respected my
disagreeable situation with very little interruption to those
momentous concerns of the publick which claim their atten-
tion, I have reason to believe that either my letter or the
answer to it has miscarried; and as the calumny against me
daily increases, I take the liberty to enclose a copy of that
letter, and again request that a committee or court may be
instituted to inquire into every part of my conduct since I
have been honoured with the command in the Northern
Department; for, however little the pu~lick may be int~rested,
it is of some moment to a man consCIous of the rectitude of
his conduct, that he should be justified and his character
cleared from aspersions that may involve him and his family,
in this jealous day, into a vat"iety of difficulties.

In obedience to the resolutions of Congress of the 6th
July, I have stated the late General JJlontgomery's accounts
as far as I was capable to do it, with the papers transmitted
to me from Canada. by General Wooster; amongst which
there is oot any book or memorandum in which it is noted
what money the deceased General received either from me
or any other person. I have, therefore, only charged what
money he received from 01' through me, and struck the bal-
ance, ap'ainst which is to be put the money he received in
Canad;; from Mr. Price, 01' others; and what that is, may
probably be determined by Congress. Copy of the Gen-
eral's accouot of disbursements I lodged in the pay-office
here; and I believe most, if not all, that was adv"anced as
pay to officers and soldiers is stopped by the Paymaster-
General; but I believe very little of that for contingent
expenses is yet accounted for.

When I received General ~Montgomery's paper'S, I caused
my Secretary and Assistant Secretary to open, examine, and
make schedules of them, as you will see by their certificates
endorsed.

As the Commissioners appointed to settle accounts in this
department are not furnished with copies or abstracts of dis-
bursements made by the several commanders in Canada,

and by Mr. Price and others, they will find it extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to liquidate the various accounts-
that will hecome the subject of their inspection. They
should also be furnished with what money sent me by Con-
gress, and which I stand charged with, and with what has
been sent to the Paymaster-General in this department; for
aJthough I can give credit for what I have received, yet that
may not be satisfactory to them. I have mentioned this to
the gentlemen that are here, (Mr. Well$ and Mr. Carter,)
and desired them to apply for the necessary papers.

Every kind of clothing for the army, but shoes and stock-
ings especially, are so absolutely necessary, and such great
demands are daily made for them, that a mode of supply
claims the most early attention. Could notlarn socks, to
rise as high as the ancle, be procured in Pennsylvania?
The leg-part might be supplied with Indian stockings, which,
as they are much more lasting and more comfortable for the
men in cold weather, would ultimately be cheaper.

As the publick labours under such difficulty for a supply
of shoes, and that the demand will increasein a futurecam-
paign, perhaps Congress may think proper to appoint per-
sons to erect a tan-yard in some part of the country where
the materials for tanning can be most handily procured, and
to which the hides from both armies in this Colony can be
the easiest and most expeditiously conveyed. This, though
perhaps not the cheapest mode of supplying the army, would..
I conceive, be the most effectual.

General Trumbull has sent to the amount of £2,206 6s.
lawful, in clothing, to the Northern Army, and was trying to
procure more, as also tents for the troops. He has desired
me to advise Congress of this.

The season advances so fast that it is time to think of
prepal;ng the Winter quarters for such troops as are not to
be kept in garrison. The commander in this department
should be advisedof the intentions of Congresson this head
the soonest possible, that barracks may be prepared at such
places as Congress may direct, and magazines of fuel, straw,
&c., provided in time. Perhaps it would be best not to
canton the troops too far from Ticonderoga, as it may be
supposed that an attempt will be made by the enemy in the
course of the Winter on that post, or at least they will try
to burn our navy in order to ensure their passage over the
Lake in a future campaign. The barracks in this place
will not contain above five hundred men, (if the Hospital is
not occupied as a barrack, and I fear it wIll be wanted for
the use of the sick.) If new ones are to be built, would it
not be best to erect them in such parts of the country above,
where the soldiers can at once have the ad\'aritage of pur-
chasing vegetables, and where a plenty of firewood can be
procured at a rate so easy as to make it an object worthy
of attention, and where the materials for building are to be
procured greatly cheaper than in town? Stillwater or Sar-
atoga might be proper places. The amazing quantity of
nails that were necessary for so many batteal1s and vessels
as we have built, has most effectually drained the country
of that indispensably necessary article. All we can now get
are from the blacksmiths, at a most immoderate price. I
wish to have a quantity sent by way of Hackinsack to Hud-
son's River, and forwardedas soon as possibleto this place.
A very considerable quantity of glass will also be wanted,
and cannot be procured anywhere nearer than Philadel-
phia.

As there is no appointment of a Deputy Adjutant-Gen-
eral in this department, Colonel John Trumbull now acts as
such under a temporary appointmentof GeneralGates. As
he is active, discreet, and sensible, I beg leave to recom-
mend him to Congress to be confirmed in that post.

The originals of the enclosed from Colonel Dayton came
to hand on the 6th instant. I have requested the Commit-
tee of this County to order all the Militia to march into
Tryon County; but before they can be ready, I expect
further informaiion from Colonel Da.yton.

I have requested a further supply of ammunition from
General Washington, which I shall soon have if he can -
spare any; but lest he shou1d not have any to send, I must
entreat Congress to forward both powder and ball in con-
siderable quantities.

Since writing the above, a leUer from General Gates, of
the 5th instant, is cofne to hand. He observes that" as
the £leetis large and mounts a number of cannon, and the
body of troops here very considerable, it is immediately

...
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necessary that fifteen tons of powder, ten of lead, with flints
and cartridge-paper in proportion, should be sent to thig
post." I bave not any of the articles here, and must eotmat
that they may be sent with all expedition. My Secretary
and Aids-de-Camp have hitherto mustered the troops as
they passed. I deferred making a temporary appointment,
as I Was in hopes Congress would have sent a muster-
master; but the necessity is now so pressing that I have
requested General Gates to appoint oOe if he ca.n find a
person fit for it; if not, to advise me thereof, and I would
try to procure one here. Since I received the resolution of
Congress that no officer should hold double commissions, I
have attempted to procure a proper person to reside at Fort
George as an Assista.ot Deputy Quartermaster-General in
the room of Lieutenant-Colonel Buel, (of Burrell's,) who
was appoioted on.e la~t Spring; but I have not yet suc-
ceeded. Persons fit for such employments, where judgment
and activity are both so essentially necessary, are not easily

Y

fOCured, especiaIly where SO many of them are wanted.
mention this lest Congress shoQld imagine tha.t I had wi1-

fl1l1yomitted obeying the re~lution. ~

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCJlUYLEU.

To the President of Congress.

P. S. Colonel Dayton cannot be short of salt provisions,
as he mentions, unless the Commissary at his post has made
a false return.. He has had a eonstant supply of fresh meat
since his last return, copy whereof I now enclose.

Fort-Schuyler, September4, 1776.
DEAR GENEJ,J.AL:The enclosed is a message this minute

received from Oneida by the hands of three warrlms.
Yesterday about two o'clock in the morning, &o'lwndo,

with another Ir/,dian of the Castle, arrived express with in-
telligence by a letter from Mr. Spencer, that a nU.Il1erOI1S
army, chiefly of Indians, were that day to arrive at Oswego;
but he advised me to suspend my operations until the retl!fQ
of an express despatched to Onondaga, to know thecer-
tainty of the rumour, where it seems it had originated. That
express has not yet arrived, but the earne.st anxiety of the
Oneidas on the occasion causes me todespatcb t.his meso
sage before the other arrives,

Weare pretty well supplied with flour, but scant of salt
provisions.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, very humbJe ser-
vant, ELIASDAYTON.

P. S. I have transmitted copies of the Oneida letter to
the commanding officers at the Flats and Johnstown.

Oneida,September4, 1776-morning.
SIR: News from Onondaga inform that there are seven

hundred lndians and whites at Swagotche that will be at
Oswego this day, and that there are parties out for destroying
the inhabitants along the river, and they desire them to be on
their guard. They are to come first to Stone Arabia and
go down; and that there are particular parties designed to
take Major Fonda and Colonel H(lrkman. The lndi(lns
here desire word may be sent with all speed down to the
places exposed-the number unknown. They make five
roads where they pass in the woods. The Onedages sent
word to Conishelage, fourteen miles from hence, that they
take care of three Qf their warriors that have lately come
from Canada; they will not be stopped; they will strike
whenever they see white people-first here; if they fail,
your Fort is the ne::ct place. The Indians desire you to
keep all your people within on account of those arrived at
Oswego, and that you will not send white people for spies
lest they meet with harm. This news did not come by the
messengers sent Onendage two days past; they are not yet
arrived; but was sen.t by two particular chiefs. Three head
warriors from hence are going to meet those three villains, in
order to turn them back. I am guarded by my neighbours
at present, though I expect I shall not be able to stay here
long, Onaccount of private villains in the neighbourinlTtowns,. 0thoughI shall be advIsedby the Indians, who have under-
taken to protect me.

Your humble servant,
To Colonel Dayton.

N. B. The party designedforOswegoal'e comm.andedby

THOMAS SPENCER.

Walter Butler. I am at a loss whether they are yet arrived
at Oswego or not. Great numbers will sOQnarrive after the
above seven hundred at O$'IJ}(!go,

" BROTHEU: Weare threatened by those Indians coming
to Osweg

.

o, O
.

n account we si
.

t. still and medd
.

le not

.

in th~
war. We expect to be struck by them. We think it 15
time to take care, and e1Cpecttrouble frQmoUrenemies. h
is the advice of the Onondaga$ so to do. We d.esireyou
will reinforce with all speed. We think tbf:Jreis occasion
for more troops this way. We desire the Mohegan b~dia7l,$
in New-England may take .their aXe and come speedily to
our assistance, as they agreed to do. We give our compli-
ments .to all the officers and great men, wherever this news
may come, and that proper Care may be taken that this ou.r
desire may be sent to the proper' places for Our speedy
relief. The Chiefs met in council desire the above may be
taken as their real sentiments.

" Present: Your humble servant,
"THOMAS SPENCER.

"To Colonel Dayton."
This is a true copy of a letter received this day from the

Onondaga Chiefs, with a belt, by the hands of three of their
warriors, written and signed, as iQ th~ copy, by Thoma,
Spencer.

- ELIAS DAYTON.

September 4, 1776.

A Return of Provisions at Fort Schuyler, formerly Fort
Stanwix: 180 barrels of Pork, 226 barrels of Flour, and 23
head of Cattle.

Soldiers Victllalled~467.
August 13, 1776.

To Major-General &huyler.
A true copy: RICHAR,DVARICK,Secretary.

H. GLEN.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Rea.d September 13. Referred to the Board of War.]

Al~ny, September8,1776.
SIR: Since sealing my letter of this day's date, Mr. Liv-

ingston, the Deputy Commissary-General, has informed me
that he has sent his resignation to Congress. I am sorry for
it, and wished to have him remain in the employment, as I am
cOll.fident Congress will npt be able to procure a person of
mOre integrity or better qualified to discharge the duties of
that office. It is a justice I owe him to observe, that he has
not only acted as Commissary, but as Quartermaster, Store~
keeper, and io every office in which he could p'romote the
service, and if any person is entitled to an extra 'allowance,
it is surely he. Some other person ought immediately to
be appointed a Deputy Commi~sary~General in this depart-
ment, for without such an officer we cannot possibly carry
on the bus.iness witb any degree of regularity.

You will be so good,sir, as to acknowledge the receipt
of the despatches cnrried by the bearer, whQm I wisQ should
be sent back to me, with all possible despatch, and with
such letters as Congress may please to honour me with.

I am, sir, with every sentiment of esteem and respect,
your most obedient, hl!mble servant, -

PH. SCHPnE:R.
To the Hem. John Hancock.

GENEII.A:L SCHUYj:.EII. TO GENERAL WASHrNGTON.

Albany, September 8, 1776.

DEAJ.tGENER~r.: Yesterday I was honoured with your
two favours of the 20th !lltimoand 4th instant-the former
by Mr. Pelissier, the latter by Mr. Allen. Mr. Pelissier
wiII leave this fQr Tyonderoga to-morrow morning.

Notwithstanding the retreat from Long-Island, I am still
in hopes that the enemy wiU not be able to accomplish their
intentions, and that you will, in the end, reap those lallrelrs
which you so highly merit.

General Gates, in a letter just received from him, ob-
seryes, "that as the fleet is large, and mounts a great number
of cannon, and tbe body of troops here very considerable,
it is immediately necessary that fifteen tons of powder,
ten of lead, with flints and cartridge paper in proportion,
should be sent to tbis post." I bave taken the liberty to
transml.t tlIis J,"equestdirectly to Congress, supposing thai
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you would not b~ :,I.bleto comply with it. Should I be
mi.staken, and your ExceHency be able to order up any of
these articles, you will please to advhLeCongress theroof.

By the enclo~d papers, your Excellency will perceive
that We are thr(:Jatenedwith an enemy fJOm the westward.
I have requested the CQIIlm)ttee of this CO\1nty to order
tbe Militiato march. They h:,l.vedirected half of tbe whole
Militia of t.beCounty immediately to move to Tryon County,
and J h:,l.yerequested General Gate$ to hold three regiments
iDre\l,diness to mamh,

Colonel Dayton cannot be short of salt provisions as he
mentions, unless the Commissary at his post has made a false
return, lIe has had a constant supply of fresh meat since
his last retum, copy whereof I nOWenclose.

Enclose an account of what boards h1!.vegone (romhere..
By comparing that with the account of wh:J,tis received, the
Quartermaster-General will know what number may be at
Peck'p~lIill, and at) their way down, I shall order all tQ be
sent that Can be colh~0ted,but I feartbey will be veryincon-
siderable, as not many boards have been sawed lately.

My mills, that used to cut from forty to fifty thousanq
boards Qf fourteen feet long, have not cut one this year, as
I was under a necessity of sending my 01Cent() the anny.

That has been the case with several others. Should you
want timber for the buildings, I believe it might be procQred
here <!,pdsentdown in sloops. Sholjld you ~'-tandin need of
s01a.llcraft, to C9nvey troops from one quarter to the other,
they might be brought from :Lake George. I believe fifty
could be spared.

I am, dear sir, with the greatest esteem, your Excellency's
most obedient, humble servl!.nt,

PH. SCHUYLEIl.

To his E.~ce.llencyGeneral Washington, &c., &c..
P. S. I have advised Congress of the information given

rpe by Colonel Dayton.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albllny. Sep~~mber 8, 1776.

DEAR(jENE~A~: Your favo.urof toe 5th i~.st,antwas last
!light delivered to me. An l19uror two before, I receiv,eda
Jetter from Ge.ner!1JWQ~Mngton, copy whereof you have
enclosed.,

I shall immedi.atelytry to procureas many shipcarpen-
ters as possible, and advise Ge.ueral Watr;rb1,lry thereof.

Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars shall be sent you
iqu):lediately.

I am sorry Mr. Avery cannot see the propriety of com~
plying with my request. I have wrote the Commi.ssary-
General that I was pleased with his services, and had nO
reasol) to complain pf his conduct, except in 'the instance of
[lOt making the returns as I directed. He will probably
soon have the whole department to himself, and' he wi!!
receive from me the Same counte,nance and assjsHj,/Jcewhich
it is my duty to give Mr. Livingston whilst he is in employ,
so long as I remain in the departmeut.

I had already mentioned to Congress tbe [l~essity of a
further supply of power and lead. I shall send an extract
of your letter, and renew the request.

I have requested the Committee of this County to order
the Militia to Tryon County. I have not heard from Col-
onel Dayton since mine to you of yesterday.

One companyof seamen,twenty-sixin number, will be
here to-day and leave this to. morrow.

If COlJrts-Martialwould severely punish officers for illib-
eral abu§e against their superiours, such virulent and ill-follnd-
ed complaints as you mention to be made by Lieutenant-
Colonel Brown, against General Arnold, would soon cease.
The latter gentleman will always be the subject of com-
plaint, bec~use his. impartiality ?nd c~nd~ur wi!l not suffer
him to see ImproprIety of behavIour wIth ImpunIty.

The resolution of Congress not to suffer officers to hold
doublecommissions,distressesme much. I have attempted
to procure a person to act as Assistant Deputy Quarter-
master-General in the room of Colonel Bu.el, who is at
Fort George, but cannot succeed. It is not an easy matter
to O"etthe variety of people we want, unless we take officers.

Is there anyone with you, that is not an officer, proper to
be appointed a Mustermaster? If there is, pray appoint
him; if not, advise me thereof the soonest possible, tha,t I
roay pl'QC!lr~one her.e.

SQldii:!fs;;iredischarged fromthe General Hospital as unnt
for further service. On tbeir arrival here they apply fQr

.money. There seems a want of humanity in not supplying
them with some, and yet the Paymaster risks a loss if h~
does. Please to Qrder that nOne be discharged unless they
yre fully paid, and the receipt endorsed on the back of to§.'
discharge. I enclose you the Storekeeper's returns pfw.hat
has lately been sent to you from heQPE.J.

A heavy cauoQJ,ladewas heard qn Friday morning,by
some people (1) their w.ay up from New- York. A large
body of the enemy were encamped on LQng~Jsland, oppo.-
site Hell-Gate, and had taken possession Qf some of th~
ishmds there. It seems agreed that our troops behaved wi~b
great spirit on Long-Island.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLE'k.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

RICHARD VARICK TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 8, 1776.

DEAR GENE):lAL: Last evening I received a letter from
Mr. Egbert, desiring me to order up shoes and other articles
for the army. In answer to which I am sorry to say no
shoes and stockings are to be had here. The General has
wrote to Congress on this head. Shirts are sent up as fast
as they can be procured. Small cartridge pllper was sent up
last week, and more is wrote for to New- York. Iron pots
and kettles shall be sent as fast as they can be collected and
wagons procured. It is not in our' power to furnish any
more lead or musket ball until it arrives from the southward.

I do myself the honour to enclose you a return of cannon,
grape and swivel shot, being the first that has arrived in con-
sequence of the requisitions from Tyonderoga. I shall order
it up instanter, and as much more as may arrive, without the
least delay. I am informed that some of the swive]sordered
are arrived. If so, you may be assured that despatch in this
instancewiHalso be made.

I am, dear General, !post respectfully, yours,
.

RICHARD V AlUCK.

To the Hon. Major-General Gate.s.

a. GI,~N TQ CAPTAJ.N EJS~NF01\D.
Schenectady, September 8, 1776.

SIR: Yours of the 30th llltimo and 2d instRnt I have
both now before me, and wo.uld have answered your first
sooner,had I not been overcrowdedwith business,and the
last just came to hand, As to salt provisions, it is entirely
out of my P?wer to help you t,o .until the fork comes ~nl
and dJat wJ\l be so,ne weeks. I a.m 'wel pleased with
making two chimneys more intbe barn, and in making a
bake-oven; the latter and a well are very necessary iii 9,
garrison. As to sendingYOLJ somecashin dischargingsome
of the debts, in particular Cartail1 Bloomfield's company,
I would do with the greatest pleasure, but my orders from
Gene.ral Si:;hUeylerare to pay 1)0 money uoless properly
certified by the officers who have had things done for the
publick. As to the wagoners not coming down ne:!!.tWin-
ter. makes no odds. a.s the certificates they have wiI1 be
paid by me to an)" person in this town, by prodUcinO"
the certificates will receive the money, or one person may
receive the whole if he brings the whole of the certificates.
As to the gun

.

s, I had expected they wQuJdh~ve been bro~,~
,

t
1.0my store fifteendays ago, and insteadof that Mr. Van
Tkc came to me this morning, and told me they were now
done, but seems.determined not to part with them till he has
his money. Colonel Van Dyck told me you were to pay
fOl'tbem. I have told Van Tice to send you an aCCOll.nt
apd write you a few lines on tbe subject, as I have no
op

.,

P
.

or
,

t
,

u
,

n
.

ity to send tb
.

e guns, as
,

'

my
,

batteaus are all "one
for FQrt Schuyler. By the time the boals are back Van
Tiel! may know where be is to get his money. As to the
billeting money for your company and the rations for the
officers, Lbelieve ,the hiJletiog money must be raid by the
Deputy Paymaster-General, and the ration money by Walter
Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-General. If you
will ~~/1dc19Wnan account of the number of officers and
rations due them, commencing and ending the time, and
anotber account of'the billeting money, I shall do my
endeavours to get you tbe money, which I believe will be
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no great difficulty in getting the money, so the accounts are
properly drawn out and directed to the right person. If the.
Deputy Paymaster told you that Mr. Livin[5ston was t? pay
it, then you had better draw the wh?]e agamst .Mr. Lwzng-
ston and an order on the account m favour of me or my
ord:r, so that I can get some of my friends at Alb~ny to
draw it, should you think proper, as I have ha:dly tlm~ to
go to Albany myself. Should there be any thing wantmg
at your place, the commanding officer always better write
to the General. If I had it in my power, no man would
be more happy than I to serve,my friends wit? any thing I ~ad.
I must conclude, with compliments to all fflends, and believe
me to be your most humble servant, H. GLEN.
To Captain John Eisenford.

P. S. No receipt for kettles come to hand; nor your
commission come to hand.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, September 8,1776-10 o'clock, P. M,

HONOUREDSIR: Two of my boats have just now arrived
from down the Lake, but neither of them bring satisfactory
accounts from the fleet.

Sergeant Mitchell, with five men, went to the Four
Brothe.rs-the place where I ordered him-but saw no
appearance of an enemy, or the fleet, this morning.

A party of upwards of twenty of my men were at Gilli-
land's. They heard a cannonading, ~upposed t? be at the
White-House from Wednesday evenmg to Frzday, near
noon, last. 'you may perhaps judge what the cause of it
,may have been.

Part of my men at Gilliland's set off towards the fleet
this morning. .

Mr. Brooks, who first went from here, has not returned.
He is either taken or will soon bring intelligence. I send
another boat off to-morrow morning. My scouts have
returned. No appearance of an enemy in the woods.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most humble
servant, THOMAS HARTLEY.

To Major-General Gates.

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES.

Is1e-aux-Motte, September 8, 1776,

DEAR GENERAL:When I wrote the foregoing letter, I
designed sendin" off the batteaus ~st evening, but was
prevented by th; stormy weather. Last night the enemy
were heard by the guard boat and the people on board the
vessels near m shore. On both sides of us several trees
were felled and lights dis?over~d. I be~i~ve the enemy
were erecting batteries, whICh might have Injured u.s, as ~he
Lake is only one and a quarter miles over, and their desIgn
was doubtless to have attacked us both by land and water
at the same time. I make no doubt we should have been
more than a match for them, but did not think it prudent
to run any risk, as it would answer no ,good p,urpose. I
therefore ordered the fleet under way this morning, and at
two o'clock, p. m., anchored at this place. Here, the Lake
is about two miles ovm', and safe anchorage. We effectually
secure any boats passing us. Just as we came to anchor,
Lieutenant Brooks came on board, sent down by Colonel
Hartley in consequence of hearing our cannon fired at the
Indians on Sunday morning. I have thought it necessary
to despatch him back again, that you may be out of suspense
with regard to us. Four guard boats are constantly out,
the rounds go every two h?urs at n.ight, and every precau-
tion is taken to prevent bemg surpnsed.

Our men are extremely bare of clothing, and the season
i- comiorron severe, and more so on the wate!"than land. If;watch-~oat or blimket and ~:meshirt could be se~t for each
man, it will be of great servICefor ,them. ~um IS another
necessary article. When the howitzers arrive, I beg three
Or four of siJl; inches may be sent ,~s, m~unted on field
cal1'iages, with sheIls, &c., &c. Filty sWivels are much
wanted; the last vessels have none.

I am, very affectionately, dear Genera], your obedient,
humble servant, B. ARNOI.n.
To .Major-General Gates.
.

P. S. Send me a few quires paper.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

HONOUREDSIR: Since I wrote to' your Honour, the
people of East and Southhampton have almost universally
taken an oath of allegiance to George IIL, King of Great
Britain. It was tendered to them by Colonel Gardiner.
They are now driving their cattle into the woods in order
to hide them from us. They had brought them from .ztfon-
tauk-Point to Easthampton, in order to drive them west-
ward to the enemy, in compliance with a proclamation
issued by General Erskine, who is appointed commanding
officer for the eastern part of Long-Island, by General
Howe.

The want of whale boats is a great inconvenience to us,
as a retreat is almost impracticable without them, should
any vessels of force be in the Sound. I am informed there
are as many as three hundred whale boats at Boston,
that may be had for asking for.

If your Honour should send a body of troops to the Island,
I should imagine they might be of service. Ifit should please
your Honour to send any forces upon the Island, I should be
extremely glad if I could know it beforehand, as his Excel-
lency General Wasltington has honoured me with the com-
mand on the east end of the Island. I have just received a
letter from him, desiring me to endeavour with all my powers
to distress the enemy as much as possible, but not to run any
risk of the detachment by suffering my retreat to be cut off.

The town of Southold are to-morrow to have a meeting
in order to take the oath of allegiance, by Colonel Phineas
Fanning's order; but I intend they shall have some unex-
pected guests at the meeting. The Tories at Coram are
beating up for volunteers to join our enemies. Negroes as
well as whites are taken into pay. If speedy measures are
not used, the whole County of Suffolk will shortly be in
arms against us. A small reinforcement will prevent it.
General Washington was informed that I was joined by
five thousand one 'hundred men, therefore thought it need-
less to send me any assistance.

I send with this a letter brought by express from the town
of Easthampton; but from some words he dropped here, it
was imagined that' he had grown tired of the business he
came upon, and instead of proceeding with the letter to your
Excellency, intended to return to Long-Island. He has
taken the oath of allegiance above mentioned. I have
detained him in custody until your Honour's pleasure shall
be known. I have also in confinement one Patching, for-
merly of Connecticut, and lately very active against us.
What to do with these men I know not, unless the State will
take charge of them. The bearer, Captain Conklin, has
offered his services to cruise off ~lontauk Point, to give
inteIJigence of the enemy's motions, if he can be furnished
with a swift-sailing vessel he has in his eye at New-London.
But the propriety of this I submit to your Honour's superiour
judgment.

I remain, with all respect, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant

H B L' ENRY . IVINGSTON.
To His Ronour Governour Trumbull, Esq., of the State of

Connecticut. New-London.
[Per Captain Conklin.]

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Saybrook, September 8, 1776,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: I just now received

your favour by express. I was just going to Long-Island,
in order to prevent the people of Southold from swearing
allegiance. But would do as you advise, immediately
~arch my detachment to New- York, if I had not permitted
many of them' to go for their homes, on Long-Island, in
order to bring off their families. They are to join me at this
place, as soon as they have effected this. I shaIl wait for
them three days, and then proceed to New- York, if no
reinforcement is sent to Long-Island, in the meanwhile.

I remain your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Honour Governour Trumbull.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 8,1776.

Captain Proctor is confined in the common gaol in Hali-
fax, is treated most barbarously, and has been in irons ten
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weeks on board the Mercury man-of-war. They threaten to
take away his life, but he despises their threats; all that he
wants is to meet his enemies in the field. He has been in
Halifax gaol about five weeks, together with Colonel
Allen, Mr. Lovell, and twenty-eight others.

CAPTAIN C. S. SMITH TO MATTHEW TILGHMAN.

Charles County, September 9,1776,

SIR: As it is disagreeable to me to hold my commission
as Captain of the Militia any longer, I now return it to the
Council of Safety, enclosed herein. My reason for so doing,
is, that the company seem to be discontented and getting
into confusion. I therefore would prefer standing in the
ranks as a common soldier.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
CHARLES S. SMITH.

To Matthew Tilghman, Esq.

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee, September 9, 1776,
Present: S. Purviant:e, Chairman; Wm. Lux, Vice-Chair-
man; T. Gist, J. Boyd, D. Shaw, J. Smith, W. Bu£hanan,
A. Buchanan, Tv. Wilkinson, T. Rutter, T. Sollers, A.
Brittain, B. Griffith, J. Calhoun, W. Aisquith.

'

Job Green having appeared before the Committee and
desired a passport to pass the Fort for the schooner Two
Brothers, now loaded with Bread and Flour intended for
the West-Indies, and the Committee being informed that
the said schooner was the same vessel which belonged to
Mr. James Clarke, and was then caBed the Sea-Flower,
demanded of Mr. Green whether he would make oath that
the said vessel was his own pl'Operty before the time Mr.
Clarke was published as an enemy to his country; he an-
swered that he would not. The Committee therefore unani-
mouslyrejecteda clearance for said vessel to pass the Fort,
the more especially as Mr. Green has refused to associate,
and has paid a fine of £10.

Hugh Finley having applied for a mitigation of his fine,
declaril'1ghimself willing to enroll:

Ordered, That £5 be remitted on producing a certificate
from Captain Thomas Philips to that purpose.

Edmund Hogan's fine is remitted, he having made it
appear that he enrolJed in April last.

The German Companies which were appointed by the
honourable Council of Safety to guard the Magazine and
Laboratory inBaltinwre Town, beingOI'deredto march,and
no directions given by the said Council about a guard, it
then became necessary for the Militia to undertake that
office, and accordingly, the IndepenrJent Company were
ordered on duty; this Committee. considel'ing the expense
that will accrue to the pub[ick from a whole Company being
in pay, when a few only are necessary to do duty, and at
the same time being of opinion they had not authority to
undertake such a measure without the direction of the Coun-
cil of Safety, applied to Charles Carroll, Esq., one of that
honourable Board, for his concurrence therein, who, by his
letter recommends the measure. The Committee therefore

Resolve, To employ twelve men as a guard, and to pay
them 3s. 6d. per day forsuch service, and to be under the
command of an officer of the Militia; the said men to find
themselves-the officersto be paid as usual. Captain Henry
Shaafe is appointed to take the command, and release the
Independent Company immediately.

A !tested: GEO. Lux, Secretary.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO JOHN LANGDON.

Philadelphia, September 9,1776.

DEAR SIR : Yours of the 26th ultimo I have received,
and delivered the enclosed to Mr. Hancock. I perceive
you had not then receivedmine of the 12th, and am at a
loss to guess the reason. I wrote by the post, expecting it
would come to your hand before the arrival of Colonel
Whipple. His arrival has, no doubt, settled alJ difficulties.

Yours, by Commodore Manly, I have not received as yet.
The Congress have agreed to the exchange of Generals
Prescott and McDonald for Sullivan and Stirling; and
agreeable to Lord Howe's request for an interview with
some of the members of Congress, they have appointed Dr.

Franklin, Mr. J. Adafl2$, and Mr. E. Rutledge, for that
purpose, but not as private gentlemen, but as a Committee
of Congress; whether or not he will receive them in that
capacity, is at present uncertain. They set off this day for
New- York. '

Yesterday, was sent in here by the Sachem, Continental
vessel, a brig bound from Antigua to the British anny.
She mounted six guns, and fought obstinately; killed thl'ee
men on board the Sachem; her loading said to be rum and
sugar.

I hope before this our State has appointed anothel' Dele-
gate in your stead. Pray hurry them forward as fast as
possible, as my very bad state of health hinders often our
State from being represented in Congress, though I attend
as much as possible.

I am, sir, your friend, JOSIAH BARTLETT.

MRS. SUSANNA CONNOLLY TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

September 9,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am sorry to be under the necessity of
giving you such repeated trouble, but my health hasbecome
so infirm, that since I last wrote to you, I have not enjoyed
the satisfaction of one day's comfort; and the repeated
hysterical fits to which I am become subject, render me
truly miserable. I beg, gentlemen, you may be good
enough to acquaint the Congress of my distressed situation,
hoping they will permit me to return home, as I am
willing to come under"liny restriction that the gentlemen
may think proper to require of me. If the honourable
Congress think I may be any prejudice to them at Pitts-
burg, as I hear Mr. Morgan is in town, if the gentlemen
please to inquire of him. I hope, gentlemen, you will
not let this pass unnoticed, as my situation is truly dis-
tressing-the loss of my health and being obliged to live
in a prison. It's true gentlemen you do not desire me to live
there; the allowance the gentlemenwere pleasedto make
for me, i find it impossible for me to get lodgings for that
sum in this City, as lodgings are now raised to a guinea per
week. Mr. Connolly's confinement prevents me from having
any assistance from him. I would with pleasure, gentlerqen,
live in gaol if my health was not so impaired.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedie!}t, humble servant,
SUSANNA CONNOLLY.

June 10, 1776.

SIR: As I expected from the nature of your letter to me,
that before now I should have been permitted to return
home, I patiently awaited your further orders; but finding
no appearance answerable to my expectation, and uncon-
sCIousof having done anything to merit a detention here,
from an only child, at an ex pense very enormous, I must
request the liberty of returning on next Monday. I am
ready to submit to any examination, or to come under any
restriction you may judge necessary; but if I do not hear
from you before that time, I shall conclude that I have your
permission, and depart accordingly.

I am, sir, your most obedient ~ervant, .
SUKEY CONNOLI,Y.

To John Hancock, Esq.

PETITION OF LIEUT.ENANT ANDREW PEPIN, OF CANADA.

(Read September 9, 1776, Referred to the Board of War. ]

To the honourable the Continental Congress: The Petition
of ANDREWPEPIN, Lieutenant in Colonel LIVINGSTON'S
Regiment, in the service of the UNITED STATES in
CANADA,humbly showeth:
That your petitioner was Captain of Militia in Canada,

and on account of his zeal and attachment to the American
cause was noticed by General Montgomery, who gave him
his said commission of Lieutenant in the aforesaid regiment,
commanded by Colonel Livingston, which commission was
given the 20th of November, 1775. That your petitioner
has done all in his power to maintain and support the cause,
faithfully performing the several duties required of him.
That in consequence of his late petition to your Honours, he
has received his pay as Lieutenant to the 20th May last
past, for which he returns his grateful thanks. He now
begs leave to represe~t, that there is half.a year's pay and
rations now due to hIm; that he has a wife and four small
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.
children, one of them blind; that he ~asbeen ob]jg~d to leave
bis native place and possessions by reason of his zeal for
the United States; is now destitute of many necessaries of
life, in a strange country, without any other support for
himself and family than the said pay of Lieutenant. That
be applied for a commissioh, but was informed no army is
to be kept up at present in Canada. That he is desirous
to serve in the American army, has been a long time on
expenses in Philadelphia; and humbly prayeth your Honours
will be pleased to take into c"onsideration the present
deplorable and necessitous situation of your petitioner and
family, and make an order that the arrearages of bis pay and
rations now due be paid to btm, and grant him such other
encouragement and relief a.<;to you in your wisdom shall
seem meet. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, &c.

ANDREW PEPIN.

Philadelphia, September 9, 1776.

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE LANCASTER
COJ\IMlTTEE.

In Council of Safety for the State of Pennsylvania, ~
Philadelphia, September 9, 1776. 5

Messrs. James Craig and James Wharton being employed
to manufacture cordage for the United States of America,
an article very much wanted, and being apprehensive they
may meet with difficulty in procuring wagons to transport
hemp from the country to the rope-yards, we take the
liberty to request the favour of you, gentlemen, to afford
them all the assistance in your power, and if necessary, to
give them letters to any other Committees of Inspectiort
and Observation for same purpose. Those gentlemen will
furnish money for the payment of wagon hire.

By order of the Council:
THos. WHARTON, JUN., President.

To the Committee orInspection and Observation, Lancaster
County.

COLONEL BUR!) TO WILLIAM ATLEE.

Middletown, September 9, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of a letter from the Committee of
the County of Northumberland to us, which we herewith
transmit to you, as also a letter to us from Mr. John Harris,
we send you by Mr. M'u:hael Sheever (our battalion mes-
senger) the two prisoners sent to us, viz: "William Chattam
and James Parker. We make no doubt you will pay Mr.
Sheever and his party; and w~ are with much esteem, gen-
tlemen, your most obedient servants,

GEORGE FRY,
ABRAHAM DORR,

lJ-Iembers of the Township Committee of Paxton.

SUt: I have provided a party as above, and am with
nlUch respect, gentlemen, your most humble servant,

JAMES BURD.

To "WilliamAtlee, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
La'l1£asterCounty.

ROBERT FRUTE TO THE PAXTON (PENN.) COMMITTEE.

In Committee for Northumberland County, ~
September 5, Anno Domini 1776. S

Whereas it appears that William Chattin and James
Parker, who are believed to be two of His Britannick
Majesty's soldiers, lately made prisoners at the surrender of
St. John's, have behaved themselves in such sort as to give
great uneasiness to the good people of this County, in pro-
viding themselves witb arms, and making otber prepara-
tions, which appeared to indicate some ill design; and as the
attempts of evil-minded persons, either to instigate the In-
dians to acts of hostility, or to raise dissensions among the
inhabitants, may be attended with the most pernicious con-
sequences, this Committee are'therefore of opinion that the
said William Chattin and James Parker be immediately
removed to Lancaster to the CQ1'pSto which they are sup-
posed to belong.

By order of the Committee:
ROBJi:IlT FRUTE, Chairman.

To the Committee of Paxton Township, or to any Com-
mittee in Lancaster County.

JOHN JURlnS 'r.0 G'E01H1t ,.1\'f.
Paxton, September 9, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, a Sergeant of Captain Parr's, has
two of the Regulars' soldiers prisoners, sent by the Com..
mittee of Northumberland County to the Committee of
Paxton Township. My advice to you and the other
members jn town of said Committee, is to apply this day to
Colonel Burd for a gU,ardof our Militia to escort them safe
to the Committee of Lancaster, delivering the paper signed
by the Chainnan of their Committee containing their crime
or misbehaviour among the peaceable. inhabitants of said
County. I make no doubt but that Colonel/ames Burd
will immediately order a proper guard at the publick expenS"~,
and write the Chairman of the Cormnittee of Lancaster
County, who will receive them uod dispose of them prop-
erly. Prevail on the Sergeant.to keep them in his custody
till you can get a guard ready to receive th~ said prisoners
from him. Show the Colonel this letter, with the paper
from Northumberland.

I am, sir, with esteem your very humble servant,
JOHN HARRIS.

To Mr. George Fry.

DISCHARGE OF PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATORS.

Head.Quarters, Perth-Amboy, September 9, 1776.

The officers and soldiers of Colonel Hart's battaliQn of
PennsylvaniaAssociatorshaving clonetheir duty as good
and orderly soldiers, and having furnished a company for the
Flying-Camp, are hereby discharged the service of the
States, and permitted to return home.

SAMUELGRIFFIN,Deputy Adjutant-General.
To "WilliamBaxter, Esq., Lieutenant~Colonei.

REGULATIONS Fon CAIlRYING THE PUBLICK MAILS.

"IN CONGRESS,August 30, 1776.
"ResQlved, That the communication of intelligence with

frequency and despatch from one part to another of this
extensive Continent, is essentially requisite to its safety;
that therefore there be employed on the several Post-Roads
a Rider for every twenty-five or thirty miles, whose business
it shall be to proceed to bis stage three times in every week,
setting out immediately on receipt of the mail and travelling
with the same by night and by day, without stopping, until
he shall have delivered it to the next Rider; and that the
Postmaster-General be deshed, either by the use of way~
bills or by such other means as he shall find.most efficacious,
to prevent delays in the Riders, or to discover where they
happen, that such dilatory Riders may be discharged.

"And as it is requisite that the Deputy Postmasters should
attend with punctuality at their several offices for the receipt
and delivery of Letters:

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies
and Conventions of these States, to consider how far it may
be consistent with the policy and good of their respective
States, to excuse such ~eputy Postmasters from those pub-
lick duties which may call them from attendance at their
offices, and to proceed therein as to their wisdom shall seem
best.

"Extract fromthe Minutes: .

"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

New-York, September 9, 1776.

In consequence of the foregoing Resolution of Congress,

" for the more frequent and speedy communication of intel-
ligence," &c., William Goddard, Esquire, Surveyor of the
General Post-Office, arrived here on Saturday morning last,
on his way through the Northern States, in order to carry
into immediate execution that necessary and important busi-
ness.

We hear that the Deputy Postmaster of this city hath
received orders to remove his office immediately from
Dobbs's Ferry to Head-Quarters; so that the obstruction
that correspondence hath lately met with will now, in a great
meilsure, be removed.

New-York, SepteMber 9,1776.
Since the retreat of our army from Long-Island, the

enemy have extended themselves a considerable length on
the shore bordering the S()und; and on Tuesday a large
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numberof them hmcledon Blackwelfs L~land, about three
miles from this city, but the shot from our Batteries soon
made them recross the river. On wednesday a ship from
the fleet (supposed to be a frigate) passed between Govern-
our's Islant/, and Red-Hook, and that night got up the
Sound abreast of the Island the enemy had been drove
from. When under cover of her gun~,they the next day
again came over to it to large bodies. This brought on a
brisk cannonade for near two hours, in which the ship sus-
tained so great damage in her hull, &c., as obliged her to
move close in with the Long-Island shore for shelter from
our shot and bombs. At the same time of attack a firing
also began from the enemy's batteries on Long-Island oppo-
site the city, which was returned with such spirit by our
people in their fortresses at and about the ship-yards, that
they gave us little or no annoyance since from that quarter.

Several men-of-war now lie within gun-shot of our main
battery, and the greatest part of the fleet behind Govern-
our's Island, though they have lately had very favourable
winds to come up to the city, which gives us reason to think
they mean not to attack it by water till they know the suc-

. cess of their forces in attempting to land on this Island.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO COLONEL MOYLAN.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 9,1776.

SIR: His Excellency commands me to desire that you
would without loss of time set a"bout preparing a sufficient
quantity of boards, scantling, and every material necessary
for the building of barracks at King's Bridge and the posts
thereabouts. His reasons (or pressing you to exert yourself
at this time, are, that the North River, down which most
of the articles must come, is now entirely free from any
obstruction by the enemy, but how long that may continue
is uncertain. The season advances fast when it would be
impossible for the troops to lay in camp, even if they were
aU supplied with tents, and had a sufficient stock of blankets
and other warm clothing; but you well know that in the
article of tents, at least one-third part of the army are un-
provided, and those that we have are worn and bad: as to
bedding-and other clothes, they are in a mannel' destitute.
We have eV,eryreason to fear "~nd suppose, that the great
naval force of the enemy will oblige us to quit this city
whenever they please to make an attack upon it. We
must then depend upon barracks for shelter, and for that
reason his Excellency calls upon you and your deputies to
exert yourselves in the moststrenuous manner, in collecting
such a stock of wood for the building, and brick or stone
and lime for the chimneys and ovens, as will enable you

. in a short time to provide comfortable covering for the men
at the different posts. The commanding officers in con-
junction with the Engineers will fix upon the proper spots
for making the collection of materials, which will be nearest
the places where the barracks shall be erected.

I am, sir, by his Excellency's command, your most
obedient servant, TENCH TILGHMAN.

To Colonel S. Moylan, Quarterm"aster General.

GENERAL WAsHINGTON TO LORD HOWE.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 9,1776.

My LORD: I do myself the honour of transmitting to
your Lordship the enclosed letter, recommended to my care
by Dr. Franklin, and which just now came to hand.

If your Lordship shall incline to return an answer to Dr.
Franklin, and will honour me with the charge of it, I will
immediately forward .it to him by express.

.

I am, my Lord, with the greatest respect, your Lord-
ship's, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Lord Viscount Howe.

pulsion I suppose, but more from inclination. As a diver.
sion upon the Island has been impracticable under these
circumstances, I think you have done well in assisting the
removal of the persons and effects of our friends from
thence. .

.

I observe, with great pleasure, that you have ordered the
remaining regiments of the Militia that can be spared from
the immediate defence of the sea-coast, to march towards
New- York with aU expedition. I Cannot sufficiently ex-
press my thanks, not only for your consta.nt ready com-
pliance with every request of mine, but for your own
strenuous exertions and prudent forecast in ordering maUers
so, that your force has generally been collected and put in
motion as soon as it has been demanded.

With respect to the Militia, both Horse and Foot, I am of
opinion that they will render us more service by rendez-
vQusingat different places along tbe Sound, in Westchester
County and thereabouts, than by coming direN]y to this
city. It will not only give the enemy, who are extending
their encampment up the Island, an idea of our force alonO'
the coast, but if they should attempt a landing abov~
King's Bridge, they will be in readiness to join our force
about that place-the Horse particularly, whose rapid mo-
tion enables them to be in a short time at any point of
attack. Besides, the difficulty of procuring forage upon this
Island (or any number of horses, is an objection to their
being stationed here. I fear the Militia, by leaving their
homes so suddenly, and in a manner unprepared for a long
absence, have sustained some injury. To this Cause I must
impute, in a great measure, their impatience to return, and
the diminution of their numbers at this time to about two
thousand. Theil' want of discipline, the indulgences they
claim and have been aJJowed, their unwillingness, J may
add refusal, to submit to that regularity and order essential
in every army, infecting the rest of our troops more or less,
have been of pernicious tendency,and occasioneda good
deal of confusion and disorder. But, sir, these things are
not peculiar to those from anYOne State; tbey are common
to all Militia, and what must be generally expected; for
men who ha\'e been free, and never sl,lbject to restraint Or
any kind of control, cannot be taught the necessity, or be
brought to see the expediency, of strict discipline in a day.

1 highly approve of your plan and proposition for raising
such a naval force as will be sufficient to clear the Sound
of the enemy's ships-of-war. If Admiral Hopkins will
join you, I should suppose it not only practicable, but a
matter of certainty; and if it can be effected, many valu-
able and salutary consequences must result from it. As to
drafting seamen from the Continental regiments, it cannot
be done, as their numbers have been reduced so low already
by taking men from them for the galleys, boats, and other
purposes, that some of them have hardly any thing left but
the name; besides, I must depend chiefly upon them for a
successful opposition to the enemy. If it can be done out
of the Militia, I shall not have the least objection, and
heartily wish the enterprise, whenever attempted, may be
attended with all possible success. Secrecy and despatch
will be the most likely to give it a happy issue. The
enemy's ships can receive no reinforcement'Sbut such as go
round Long-Island. Our works at Hell-Gate preventing
their sending ships that way, they are sensible of their im-
portance, and yesterday opened two three-gun batteries to
effect their destruction, but as yet have not materiaJly
damaged them; and they must be maintained if possible.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Govemour Trumbull, Connecticut.
P. S. The more the Militia an.dHorse keep on the Sound

towards King's Bridge, the better, as tbey will be ready to
oppose any landing of the enemy, and also to receive orders
for reinforcing any posts on this side, in case of necessity.

GENERAL WASHINGTON ',1'0 GOVERNOITRTRUMBULL. COLONEL REED TO GENER,AL MIF;FLIN.
Hel\d-Quarters, New-York, September 9,1776. Heali-Qualters, September 9,1776.

SIR: I have tbe honour of your favour of the 5th instant, DEAR GENJ\:RAL: We understand that a number of
and am sorry to s~y that, from the best information we have sloops, shallops aud petiaugers are colJected at 01' near your
been able to obtam, the people on Long-Island have, since post. As they are wanted here hourly, you will please to
our evacuation, gone generalJy over to the enemy, and made order them down to caJl at this place for orders. I fear the
such concessions as have been required-some through com- flat-bottomed boats will soon be in a bad condition unless

FIFTIJ SERIES.- V01.. II. 17
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put under some good direction. Will you be also good
enolluh to do it? Tupper complains of the want of whale-
boats~ You mentioned some being about King's Bridge.
Enable one or two to get down. The galleys might also
come nearer to us, except Stanter's, which is too hea\'y
for any thing else but to lay guard.

You wiII excuse my troubling you with these matters,
but tbe masters of sloops, galleys, &c., will not obey the
orders given by the Quartermaster-General or myself, with-
out your driving them.

I am )'our most obedient servant,
To Brigadier-General M~in. .

J. REF-D.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL MIFFLIN.

Head-Quarters, 8 o'clock, P. M.
DEAR GENERAL: Colonel Sargent has just now informed

us, by express, that about four thousand men, attended by
a number of wagons, have marched down to the place from
which the troops' embarked this morning, which came to
Barnes's or Buchanan's Island, and that they were landing
on these islarids.

The General desires you would have your brigade in
readiness to turn out, and hopes that, agreeable to his letter
to-day, you have found a communication over Harlem
River. .

You wiIl please to despatch this inteIligence to .General
Heath, that his troops may be also ready to march, If neces-
sary, which, it is thought here, will be the case.

I am, in haste, your obedient, humble servant,
J. REED.

To Brigadier-General MijfliV.
The General further adds, that, at all events, the enemy

must be prevented gaining possession of the heights this
side of Harlem River, or the communication will be cut off.
The General is very anxiolls on the subject, but being very
much fatigued is gone to lie down. This depends much on
your vigilance and industry.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAl. HEATH.
Head-Quarters, New-York, September 9, 1776, ~

8t o'clock, P. M. 5
SIR: I al~ to inform you, by his Excellency's command,

that all the Maryland troops that were here yesterday were
ordered to march to-day, and join those troops at King's
.Bridge and its dependencies. Three companies more
arrived this evening, which are also ordered to march to-
morrow morning.

By a letter from Governour 1'rumbull, of the 5th instant,
his ExceIlency is informed that he had ordered such of .the
remaining Militia regiments as could be spared from .the Im-
mediate defence of the sea coast, to march towards thIs place
with all expedition; also, two regiments of Light-Horse, to
move forward and rendezvous above, near Westchester, for
the purpose of afi?rding s.uch succour as the e:ci~ency of our
affairs might reqUIre. HIs ExceIlency, con~elvIng ~hat both
the Militia ami the Horse would be most servICeable If placed
on the Sound and towards King's Bridge, where they might
be ready to oppose a landing, .and to give ~heir as~istance ~s
it might be wanted, wrote to IllS Honour this mornIng to tins
purpose. He would have you inquire if any of 'em are in
Westchester or any where near King's Bridge, and take
such measu;es for reuulatinu their motions and conduct as. 0,::). .
may be most servICeable and beneficIal, and most lIkely to
give the speediest a~ds i~ ca?e of an atta?k. .

His Excellency, JudgIng It of exceedmg Impo~tance that
the several roads leading from the rocks and pomts where
the enemy may make a landing towards King's Bridge
should be stopped and obstructed, wishes your particular
attention to be paid to the business, agreeable to his letter of
this morning. .

Enclosed is a copy of a letter receIved from General
Nixon just now, which his Excellency directed t? be trans-
mitted to you, that you may be on your guard. In cas~ the
enemy should have a design to attempt ~ l~nd.Ingto-mght.
A copy is also en?losed for .G~neral lJ1:ijJlzn, In the letter
directed to him, whICh you WIll Im~edl3tely forward.

I am, in haste, very respectfully, SIr, your humble servant,
ROBT. H. HARRISON.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath, at King's Bridge.

MAJOR VAN RENSSELAER TO GENERAL TEN BROECK.

Fort Constitution, September 9, 1776.

SIR: Weare very much in want of thread and twine for
cartridges, and sheet lead for aprons for the guns. If any of
this thread 01' twine is to be had, I beg the favour of you to
assist those men, Andrew McFarlin and Thomas Preston,
to get them, for there is none to be h,ad here.

By complying with the above request, you wiH much
oblicre, sir, your humble servant,o

HENRY VAN RENSSELAER,Major.
TQ Abraham Ten Broeck, Brigadier-General, Fishkill.

JOHN SCHENCK TO ABRAHAM YATES.

Poughkeepsie, September 9, 1776.

SIR: This is to inform you I am willing to undt>rtake to
supply the garrison at the forts in the Highlands with such
articles as you may order, if they are to be had; and, agree-
able to your request, shall attend you to-morrow morning, to
take my instructions.

I am, sir, with respect, your most obedient servant,
JOHN SCHENCK, Jun.

To Abraham Yates, Esq., President of the State Conven-
tion of New- York.

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO NEW-YORK DELEGATES IN CON-
GRESS.

[Read September 20, 1776. Referred to Mr. Chase, Mr. Paine, and Mr.
Stockton.]

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
Fishkill, September 9, 1776. 5

GENTI.EMEN: Sensible of the great importance of the
posts in the Highlands, we have lately directed an inquiry
into their situation, which will appear from the enclosed
returns to be far from sllch as we could wish.

The necessity General Trashington has of all the troops
that compose his army at New- York, prevented his sparing
to those fortresses sufficient garrisons, or the necessary stores.
What may be the fate of the country below the Highlands
is as yet uncertain, and may possibly depend on the event
of a single battle. Should .hese posts be properly securerl,
we cannot but hope that the greater part of this State might
nevertheless be retained, and the communication between
the Northern and Southern.States be by that means kept
up; for which reason we wish you to call the attention of
the Conuress to an object of whose importance they haveo . ,
always been sensible, and to ask a proper supply of stores.
We have already afforded them all in our power to supply.
Fire-ships would be of great use; yet for want of materials
we are unable to proceed in preparing them. Seamen can-
not be procured here to man our armed vessels without the
greatest delay"and difficulty, unless drafted from the army~
perhaps they may be got at Philadelphia.

By the enclosed resolves, )'OU will find that we have
endeavoured to reinforce the garrison in the Highlands.. As
these men were all taken from the plough, we are very
anxious to have them relieved as soon as the circumstances
of the Continent will admit.
. We have borrowed of the State of Connecticuttwenty
pieces of cannon-ten twelve and ten six-pounders-for
the forts. We wish they were heavier, but we fear this
deficiency cannot be supplied; and therefore must eudea vour
to do without them.

You will find by the enclosed resolves that we have taken
measures to increase the number of our field artillery.

You will be mindful to transmit us every publicI. resolve
of Congress, and at least on'e of the Pennsylvania Gazettes
every week.

We remain, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
By order: ABM. YATES,JUN., President.

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New-York, ~
Fishkill, September 7, J776. 5

The Committee a ppointed the 2d instant to visit and
examine into the state of Forts ltlontgomery and Constitu-
tion, in the Highlands, laid before the Convention returns'
from different officers at those fortresses, showing the con-
dition and wants of the respective garrisons; from which,
and the report of the Committee, (among other things,) it
appears that there are at present no more troops in the
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Highlands than seven hundred and sixty-four men, whereof
three hundred and ninety-eight are at Fort "Afontgomery,and
two hundred and sixteen at Fort Constitution-that the
troops consist of Militia of the State, excepting five com-
panies of the New- York Continental Battalion.

That to render Fort Constitution tenable, the West Point,
which commands it, ought to be fortified.

That considerable progress is made in fortifying an advan-
tageous eminence on the western shore, a little to the south
of Fort Montgomery, and within the reach of cannon; but
is still incomplete.

That the remaining part of the said troops, being one
hundred and fifty, are employed in erecting works on the
east side of the river, being about three miles below Fort
Montgomery, at a place call~d Red-Hook, near Peekskill,
which are well calculated to prevent the enemy's landing
and becoming master of the Highlands opposite to Fort
Montgomery.

That Brigadier-General James Clinton, commanding at
the said fortress, informed the Committee that, exclusive of
the post of Red-Hoole, an augmentation of one thousand
men was requisite for completing and defending the fortress
under his direction; and earnestly requested that the Con-
vention would immediately procure such reinforcement, as
'well as the several articles of ammunition, stores, and neces-
saries hereafter specified, of which he. stood in the utmost
need.

This Convention having duly considered the said repre-
sentation and requisition, and well knowing how much the
safety of this State, as well as the success of the united
efforts of this oppressed Continent in the defence of our
common liberties, must depend on maintaining the posses-
sion of the Hudson River, and guarding it against the
invasion whic. to be apprehended fi'om the enemy; con-
sidering at the same time, the little probability that it can at
present be in the power of his Excellency General Wash-
ington to detach for this service any of the army which is
employed in opposing the progress of the enemy in the
southern parts of this State: the Convention, under these
circumstances, must again have recourse to the good people
of this State; not doubting but that, inspired by a virtuous
love for their country, they will, on an occasion so pressing,
and at a period when their lives, their liberties, and every
temporal b]essing are in imminent danger, stand forth with
zeal and alacrity in the greatest and best of causes;' There-
fore,

Resolved, That six hundred men be, with all possible
despatch, detached from the l\Jilitia of this State, and sent
to the Forts _IIJon.tgomery and Constitution,as a reinforce-
ment to thosE'garrisons.

That one hundred and fifty men from that part of the
County of Albany which is within and to the southward of
the Manor of Rensselaerwyck, including the City of Albany;
one hundred and seventy-five men from the County of
Dutchess; two hundred men from the County of Ulster,
;lnd seventy-five men from that part of the County of
Orange which lies above the mountains-all exclusive of
commissioned officers-be immediately detached by ballot,
and march to augment the garrisons at Forts ]}Iontgomery
and Constitution.

Resolved, That the above reinforcement continue in ser-
vice two months after tbeir arrival at the said fortresses, and
that this Convention will discharge them sooner in case
sufficient garrisons of Continental troops shall be ordered to
and arrive at those forts before the expiration of the said
two months; and that the Militia so drafted shall be entitled
to the same pay and rations as are allowed to the Conti-
nental troops.

Resolved, That the above levies be formed into Com-
panies, in tbe followingmanner, viz: Those fromihe County
of Ulster into three companies, and those from Albany and
Dutchess respectively into two companies each, and those
from the County of Orange into one company; and that
each company have one Captain, two Lieutenants, four
Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, and one Fifer.

That the said reinforcement shall be formed into one Bat-
talion, to be commanded by a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel,
and Major, to be appointed by this Convention. That a
Surgeon, Adjutant, and Quarterm~ster, shaH be appointed
for the said battalion; the 6rst by the Convention, and the
last two by the Colonel.

That the Captains and Subalterns be _appointed by the
Field Officers of the Regiments of Militia in each respective
County from which the quotas are to be raised, out of the
Militia officers, having regard to their ranks, and the dates
of their commissions, if a sufficient number of such are willing
to serve, if not, that they shall be at liberty to appoint such
others as they may think properly qualified; and that the
non-commissioned officers be appointed by the Ca,ptain of
each company under whom they are to serve.

Resolved, That eachnon-commissionedofficerand private
shaH provide himself with a good musket or 6relock, bayo-
netor tomahawk; a blanket and knapsack; and every six men
with a pot 01'camp kettle; and that one penny per mile be
allowed to each non-commissioned officer and private during
their march, for subsistence-money; and one day's pay for
every twenty miles between their respective houses. and
rendezvous, going and returning.

And to the intent that the Levies so raised may not be
unfurnished with arms, the Committees in the different
Townships and Districts in the said Counties, and the Col-
onels of the respective regiments are hereby authorized and
empowered to furnish all such as have not arms, by taking
them from those who are not drafted, and such other persons
in the Districts as have arms; the same being valued by the
Committee of each District, the amount of such valuation
hereafter to be paid to the proprietors of said arms, restored
in the same order to their former proprietors.

Resolved, That fifty spades, fifty wood-axes, fifty pick-
axes, twenty-four sho~ls, twenty-6ve bill-hooks, two thou-
sand pounds weight of lead, one thousand pounds weight of
langrage, one thousand round and bar-shot for nine-pound-
ers, 6fty set of cast-iron carriage-wheels for cannon, one
thousand pounds weigbt of nails for building barracks, ~ne
thousand round of six-pound ball and grape shot, three sets
of men's harness for drawing cannon, thirty pounds of twine
and twelve pounds of thread forcartridges, and one armourer,
with the tools of his business, be immediately procured and
forwarded to Fort Montgomery; and that John Schenck be
appointed an agent for that purpose, with authority to draw
on the Treasurer for a slim not exceeding twenty-five hun-
dred dollars, for which he shall keep and render an exact
account.

In Committee of S!lfe~y f~r the State of New-York, l
FIshkill, September 10, 1776. 5

Colonel Livingston informed the Committee that the fol-
lowing articles mentioned in General James Clinton's return
of necessaries for Forts Montgomery and Constitution are
in store at Fishkill landing, and may be ordered out to
Mr. John Schenck, for the Forts. Thereupon the following
order was unanimously made, and signed by the President,
VIZ:

Please tp deliver to Mr. John Schenck out of the stores in
your custody, the following articles for the use of the Forts
Montgomery and Constitution, taking his receipt for the
same: Twenty-fi\'e spades, twenty-five bill-hooks, twelve
shovels, five thousand pounds weight of lead; delivering first
all the lump lead in store, and the residue in ball and buck-
shot, and seven skeins or balls of thread.

ARM. YATES, JUN., President.
. To Nathaniel Sacleet, Esq.

The following Order was given to Mr. John Schenck for
supplying the Fortifications, in the stead of the Order made
by the Convention, on the 7th instant, the copy whereof
Mr. Schenck returned: .

SIR: You are requested, with all despatch, to procure the.
undermentioned articles for the use of the garrisons of Forts
It-Iontgomeryand Constitution, and as soon as they are ready,
to send them to Brigadier-General James Clinton, com-
mander at the said garrisons, taking his receipt for the
same, VIZ:

An Arrpourer, with all his tools complete.
50 wood-axes, 25 spades, 25 matlocks.
13 shovels, 20 wheelban;pws.
1,000 lbs. weight of 6 lb. iron shot, ~one-half of each
1,000 lbs. weight of 9 lb. do. S double-headed.
3,000 Ib3. weight of grape-shot from 4 to 6 ounces.
50 sets of great gun carriage-wheels.
32 thousand bricks-10 thousand shingles.
700 weight of bar iron-25 lbs. b]istered steel.
400 weight of IOd nails-300 weight of 20d nails.

..
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7,000 feet of three-inch oak plank.
20 hogsheads lime.
2,000 tacks-24 sheep-skins.
1 large magazine lock-2 pair shears.
A quantity of oil and paints to paint the ca1'l'iages.
1 dozen of Bat and half.round files-I dozen 39 square, do.

-2 large sledges-2 hand-vicesc 10 broad.axes-lO
h~nd-saw;r-IO hammers--5 iron squares-2 dozen
nail gimblets-6 pair compasses-5 sets of framing
chisels and augers-6 spike gimblets-2 sets of.match-
planes for 1 and I~ inch plank-10 Ihs. of tWIne.

By order: ADM.YATES,JUN., President.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read Septemoor 16: Referreli to Board of War.

Albany, September 9,1776.

SIR: At half past ten this morning I received a letter
from General Gates, (of September 6,] copy whereof I do
myself the honour to enclose.

As it is most probable that the enemy are attempting to
cross the Lake, I have therefore thought it necessary to
apply to the neighbouring Counties of the New-England
States, and those of mta and Dutchess in this, to order
their Militia to march up. As soon as they arrive, I shall
either move with that part which may go to the northward,
or with those to the westward, as may be most necessary.
Further information from General Gates and Colonel Day-
ton must determine me. ,

What cartridge paper his Excellency General WasMng-
ton could spare, he has sent me. It arrived here on the 2d
instant, was sent forward on the 3d, and arrived at Fort
George on the 5th, and was probably forwarded from thence
On the 6th.

I am informed that the army is in the greatest distress for
medicines and hospital stOI'eS. As every misfortune and want
they labour under is imputed to me, so is this. If I had not
been able to foresee a scarcity of medicine, it ought not to
be imputed to me lis a crime; but Congress has it in their
power to exculpate me, as they will find by a retrospect to
my letter of the 10th of February last.

It is a duty I owe to myself, as well as my country, that
I should not continue any longer in an office so much
envied me, and in which I have suffered so much. I am
therefore under the necessity of acquainting Congress that I
shall resicrnmy commission as soon as I return from Ticon-
deroga o~ Tryon County, not to prevent, but to insist on
the most critical examination of my conduct. In this
alarming day I shall find sufficient occasion to evince how
unjustly my character has suffered, and that, as I have ever
been the friend to my country, I will live and die so.

Permit ~e to assure Congress of the i~dispensable neces-
. _ sity of having a General officer at this place. If there

remained one in the service who had not enlarged and
liberal sentiments, 1 should not hesitate to beg that he might
not be sent here.

I am, sir, with every respectful sentiment, your most
obedient, humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. John Hancock.

GENERAL SClmVLER TO GENERAL W ASHING'rON.

Albany, September 9,1776.

DEAR SIR: At half after ten this morning I received a
letter from General Gates, copy whereof I enclose Y011r
Excellency.

As it is most probable that the enemy are attempting to
cross the Lake, I have therefore tbought it necessary to
apply to the neighbouring Counties of the New-England
States, and those of Ulster and Dutchess in this, to order
their Militia to march lip. As soon as they arrive, I shall
either move with what part may go to the northward, or
with those to the westward, as may be most necessary.
This can, however, only be determined by furtherintelli.
gence from General G«.tes and Colonel Dayton, which I
momently expect to receive.

The cartridge paper arrived here on the 2d instant, was
sent fOl'wardon the 3d, and arrived at Fort George on the
5th, at night, and was probably forwarded from thence on
the 6th.

I am informed that the army is in the greatest distress for
,I

medicmes. As. every misfortune and want they labour
under is imputed to me, so is this. I am heartily tired of
abuse, and was in hopes that Congress would have ordered
an inquiry into my conduct. I requested it most earoestly
on the 16th of\ast month, but have not yet been honoured
with an answer. I will no longer suffer the publick odium,
since I have it most amply in my power to justify myself,
and shall therefore resign my commission as soob as I return
from Ticonderoga or Tryon County. Of this I shall advise
Congress, that orders may be given for a General officer to
reside in this place, without which the service will suffer.
But in doina this, I shall never forget the duty I owe to my
country, and if I can, by advice or any other means, pro-
mote the weal of it, none will do it with more alacrity.

I am, dear sir, with everfsentiment of esteemand res-
pect, your Excellency's most obedient,humbleservant,

PH. SCHUYU:n..
To His Excellency General Washington.

GENEI\AL SCHtJ'YLER 'fa GE'NJ1:R.ALGATES.
Albany, September 9, 1776-11 o'clock, A. M.

DEAR GENERAL: Half an hour ago, your letter of the
6th instant was delivered me. 1 shall immediately write to
every quarter for the Militia to come 11p, and as soon as any
of them arrive order'them to march to you, and shall either
conduct them myself, or march with part of them into
Tryon County. .

Two hogsheads of cartridge paper left this on the 3d
instant, and which I hope has reached you. Not a sheet
of any kind is to be procured hete.

I hope General Arnold will give a good account of the
enemy; but if he should unfortunately b~ drove back, I
trust they will meet with a drubbing from~u. Godgrant
us success.

Pray give me the most early advice, that, if it is not
necessary for the Militia to move up, they may be dismissed
the soonest possible, as they are much wanted at home to
get in their seed for tbeir winter wheat.

Expresses should be sent by tbe way of Skenesborough
to stop the Militia from New-England. Adieu.

I am, dear sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

GENERAL SCttUYLERTO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 9, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The bearer, Colonel Pelissiere, is appointed
an Engineer in the Army of the UnitedStates. His Excel-
lency General Washington has directed him tome to be
employed in the Northern Department. He now goes to
put himself under your command.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. General Gates, &c.

H. GLEN TO VVALTER I,IVINGSTO'N.

Schenectady, September 9,1776.

DEAR SIR: This moment received a letter from Captain
Eisenford, who writes at the desire of the commanding-
officer, Colonel Elmore, at the German-Flats, to send
some pork and salt; complains of the soldiers getting sick of
the fresh meat. I have had several applications for pork.
If you have any, pray send some over, and will forward it;
and if there is none, let me know, that I may acquaint them
what they have to depend on in regard to the pork. I
would be glad to know if I must send any Bour to JohMton,
and what quantity.

.

Yours, &c., H. GLEN.
To Walter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-General,

Albany.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONET, HAR'tLEY.

Tyonderoga, September 9, 1776.

SIR: 1 !lave jnst now received your letter of last night,
and am entirely at a loss what to believe in regard to the
fleet. Your conjecture of the firingon Thursday being at or
near the White-House, is the most probable, as it was a
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post the enemy were not unlikely to endeavour to possess.
. I cannUt think it possible any accident could have happened

to the whole fleet, so as to cut off their communication witb
us, and if any extraordinary blow has beeD struck by either
side, General Arnold would have sent a report. I exceed-
ingly approve of your vigilance to get intel1igence, and am
chtain you will send me the earliest. you can procure of
every thing that has passed upon the Lake.

Enclosed isall the news I know. Neither General &huy-
ler nor myself have had a line from General Washington. I
shan give you the first authentick account I receive.

I am, dearsir, your most obedient, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley.
P. S. Pray send the oar-cutters, with

soon as possible.
all their oars, as

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES.

lsle-aux-Motte, September 9,1776.

DEAR GENERAl.: Your favour of the 5th ins~ant was
delivered me this minute by Colonel Wigglesworth; the
intelligence it contains is truly important. I shall wait with
the greatest \lnxiety for the particulars, though the loss is
great on our side. If the enemy have been repulsed, and
suffered the loss of three thousand men kil]ed, the number
of their wounded is doubtless much greater, and must so
much weaken and di~courage them that they will hardly
make another attack this season; and time must gain us a
victory. I am extremely glad you have sent Colonel
Wigglesworth; he isa gentleman of whom I have a good
opinion. The masterof the Royal Savage is ill with the
fever and ague. I shall observe your directions very
particularly. I hope soon to have the pleasure of seeing
General Waterbury and the~.three galleys. I think the
station we are in the best in the Lake to stop the enemy;
there is not a good harbour, except where the Lake is wide,
until you come to Button-Mould Bay, thirteen miles this
side Crown-Point. Here I think we are very safe from
gales of wind j the anchorage good, and several small
harbours in the vicinity where the gondolas will ride safe
from any wind that blows. I have sent you Robert Atkins,
an experienced pilot, to bring down tbe galleys, and have
given him particular directions.

I am heartily obliged to you for your good wi!;hes, and
make no doubt the Almighty wfll crown our virtuous
struggles with success.

I am, with respect and esteem, your affectionate and
obedient, humble servant,

B. ARNOLD.

To Major-General Gates.

P. S. I wrote you fully last night by Lieutenant Brooks;
and now send by MajorGreer twenty-two sick men, exclu-
sive of fifteen of Ca Plain Alexander's company.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.

Lebanon, September 9,1776.

SIR: The almost constant vicissitude in affairs I find
obliges 115to alter our measures, and before I had received
yours of yesterday, and in consequence of information and
application f!"OmCaptain Leffingwell, I have ordered his
company, with such a number as was thought proper from
Co!onel Westcott's, at New-London, immediately to repair
to Long-Island, to cooperate with you in such measures
as may be thought proper to interrupt or obstruct the designs
of the enemy there. You will, therefore, instead of pro-
ceeding to New- York, in consequence of my last advice,
for the present join your troops and those I have sent forward,
on Long-Island, and pUl'Sueeverymeasure there to obstruct
the designs of the enemy in that quarter. It is expected
that General Washington wiII still give some diversion to
the enemy on Long-Island. You will I dare say do every
thing in yom power there, till further advice, unless you find
yourself obliged to retire to the main land again. You will
give us advice of every important appearance, and any
assistance in our power will be afforded. Our Militia are
forwarding towards New- York, but will not be out of the
way to throw across to Long-Island, if the General thinks
proper.

May success attend your spirited endeavoursj and am,
with sincere regard, your humble servant,

J. TRUMBUL~.

To Colonel Livingston.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON. .
Lebanon, September 9, 1776.

SIR: Since writing to yon this day, received another of
your favours without date, giving intelligence of some
surprising conduct of the people on the east end of Lang-
Island relative to the present contest, as also of your having
two persons in custody, who are suspected to have acted
inimical to the interests of America. I can re~ollect nothing
of importance to add to what I wrote to-day before, save
only with regard to the two personsyou mention which you
have in custody. Those two persons you will deliver to tbe
Committee of Inspection for the town of Saybrook, who are
directed to examine them relative to the aforesaid conduct,
and, if they find sufficient cause, to send one or both of them
to the Committee of the town of Colchester, to ne detained
there upon their parole till further orders. Have enclosed
an oJder to the Committee of Saybrook, which you will
please to deliver accordingly.

I am, with esteem, sir, your obedient, humble servant,.
J. TRUMBULL.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Henry B. Livingston.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBI.Y.
Lebanon, September 9,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The vast importance of preventing the Min-
isterial Army taking the benefit of the stockon Long-Island,
and availing themsel ves of the advantages of that post-assist-
ing such of the inhabitants to re{\10Ve, with their effects, who
are disposed for it, and prevent their total seduction-I appre-
hend are matters of more consequence to the common cause
than we can easily imagine. To dislodge that army from
Long-Island, and destroy the two ships and tenders in the
Sound, whicb at present prevent supplies that way by water
to OUl' army, might, at one blow, in a great measure relieve
our bleeding country from its impending danger. How far
it wouldbe practicable, or what measuresare proper to take
at this alarming crisis, is matter of serious concern with
us. It's supposed here, that in case an attempt sbou]d be
made to collect a force at the east end of Long-Lland,
remove stock, &c., a number of whale-boats would be abso-
lutely necessary to transport troops, stores, supplies, &c.,as
they might avoid all tbe vessels of force the enemy might
send to obstructus. . I am informed that a large numberof
whale-boats that belong to the Continent are at and near
Boston, and might be used for this important service. We
have but very few with us. I am also informed that a regi-
ment is ordered from you to Providence, to replace the
Continental battalion removed from the Stllte of Rhode..
Island; and whether your regiment could not come in tbe
whale-boats to Providence, carrying them across the land
at Buzzard's Bay, is, I apprehend, worthy of your consid-
eration,and to be exec11ted without delay.

Weare equipping what naval force we have, with all pos-
sible expedition. Weare exerting ourselves,and desirous
to unite our whole strength with the other States in our
common cause. I don't doubt of your utmost attention
and most vigorous exertions therein. Must entreat your
answer to this, and such other measuresas you judge may
be beneficial. I have communicatedto Governour Cooke
on the subject. .

I am,with great truth and esteem, gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servant, JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. Assembly of the State of .i.Wassachusetts.

.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety oC
Connecticut, &ptember 9, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy Govel'l1our; Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
Titus Hosmer, Jed. Elderkin, William Hillhouse, Nathaniel
W(1les, Jun., Benjamin Hunt1~ngton, Esquires.

Voted, To give, and accordingly gave, orders to Captain
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Zebediah Smith, master of the prize-schooner Elizabt:th
and Hannah, (now at Newport,) lately taken and sent in.
by the armed schooner Spy, to embrace the first fail' wind
and weather, when the coast is clear of the enemy, and
proceed with said prize to New-London, and up to Nor-
wich, and take the necessary steps to procure a legal con-
oomnation to be passed thereon as soon as may be.

Voted and Resolved, That one of the Committee of
Pay-Table be appointed to receive, out of the Treasury, a
sufficient sum of money to pay the twenty shillings to each
man of the Militia now ordered to march towards New-
York, and repair with the same to New-llaven, and then
pay to the Colonel or chief officer of each regiment the
sum of twenty shilIings for each man his regiment shall con-
sist of, taking his receipt for the same: the said sum to be
paid over by such Colonel or chief officer to the soldiers of
his regiment-that is to say, twenty shillings to each soldier;
and his Honour the Governour is desired to write to the
Committee of Pay-Table, and give them orders accord-
l!1gly..

Voted, That Mr. Martin Levingwell be, and he is here-
by, directed to deliver out to the Selectmen of Norwich the
Arms contained in a chest of Arms left in his care, last Spring,
by one Mr. Lay, of Lyme-taking care to have them prized,
and a particular account of the price, mark, and number of
each gun, cartouch-box, &c., and to whom delivered in the
present service for which said arms are now taken, with the
marks heretofore sent. It is directed that the Selectmen of
tbe towns proceed upon the usual plan for furnishing the
men now ordered to march; and that those men who have
balls for their own guns make use of them.

Voted, That Messrs. Elderkin and Wales be desired to
send forward one ton of the Connecticut Powder in their
possession, to the care of Colonel Jonathan Fitch, of New-
Haven, for the use of the publick.

Voted, That the two Prisoners in the hands of Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Livingston, at Saybrook, if on examination
they are found cuJpable, be committed to the care of the
Committee of Inspection at Saybrook, and by them con-
veyed to the care of the Committee of Inspection at Col-
chester, to be kept on their parole, or in such way as tbey
find most convenient, until further orders.

Hartford, September 9,1776.

The Standing Militia of this State, together with the
Troop of Light-Horse on the east side of Connecticut
River, are ordered to march, with the utmost expedition, to
Westchester, near New-York, where it is imagined the
enemy will make an attempt to land from Long-bland.

JABEZ HUNTINGTON TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON. -
New-London, September 9,1776.

SIR: Yours of yesterday came to hand per Mr. Franks,
and in answer to the contents was desired by the Com-
mittee to signify their advice for your troops not to proceed
to New- York for the present, as we are in hopes of a requi-
sition to act in conjunction with a force from Rhode-Island,
where your troops will be most useful, as you are best
acquainted with the advantages to be taken of the ground
in any operations there. In the mean ti~e, transports are
going, and some gone, from here with guards on board to
assist the Islanders in removing themselves and effects; and
no doubt many will take the same measures from the vicinity
of Saybrook, in which case we think your prudence will
suggest the expediency of what assistance you can afford
them in that design.

I am, with esteem, your bumble servant,
JABEZ HUNTINGTON.

To Lieutenant-Co]onel Livingston.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO SAMUEL CHEW.

Providence, September 9, 1776.

SIR: I received yours, and now acquaint you that I had
directions from the Marine Board to offer you the command
of a schooner which they made no doubt was in New-
London, and directed Mr. Shaw, their agent there, to pre-
serve her, which can't be done, as the schooner is gone.

- If Mr. Shaw procures any other in her room, shall fit her

Ollt; but I have no orders to buy a vessel myself, that mat-
ter being entrusted to their agent, Mr. Shaw. If any thing
offers, shall acquaint you. I shall be at New-London in a
few days, when I shall be able to inform you with more
certainty. In the mean time, I am your humble servant,

ESEK HOPKINS.

To Captain Samuel Chew, at New-Haven.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO NATHANIEL SHAW.

Providence, September 9, 1776.

Sru: I receivedyours,and desireyouwillsupplyCaptain
Hacker with every thing that may be necessary to enable
him to get with despatch his vessel ready to cruise. As to
purchasing the schooner you best can teH,as you had direc-
tions in procuring the vessel. :My instructions are to man
her and order her where to cruise. I have no orders to buy
or to direct any other person to buy; perhaps you would do
well to write to the Marine Committee for orders in that
matter, as 1 believe they had no apprebension of any war-
like vessel, guns, or stores of any kind being sold without
their especial orders so to do. I expect to come to New- .
London soon.

Am, sir, your humble servant, ESEK HOPKINS.
To Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., Agent for the Continental

. F]eet at New-London.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO HOYSTE4.DH4.CKER.

Providence, September 9, 1776.

SIR: I received yours of the 5th instant, and observe
that you think your vessel is in bad order. If it is neces-
sary, direct you as soon as possible to grave or clean the
brig and fit her for the sea, with five or six months' provis-
ions on board. Mr. Shaw will supply you with every thing
necessary. I shall come to New-London soon and give
some directions about filling up your officers.

I am your friend, ESEK HOPKI~S. ,
To Hoystead Hacker, Esq., Commander of the Hampden,

at New-London.

COLONEL DIKE TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Dorchester, September 9, 1776.

Agreeable to the orders of Major Ward, I send you an
Indian fellow supposed to be a Spy from Canada. He
says he was sent by Carleton to view Boston, Dorchester
Point, and Nantasket. One of my soldjers says he saw
this same Indian at Quebeck last April, and he was dressed
as one of their Chiefs. Said soldier will be able to give YOllr
Honours a more full account. Two men belonging to
:Milton say that they saw said Indian at Charlestown,
Number-Four, about a month_ago.

All which is humbly sllbmiued to your Honours by your
humble servant, NICHOLASDIKE, Colonel.
To the hon~urable Council of the Colony of JJfassachusetts-

Bay.. .

Dorchester, September 8,1776.

A Declaration of Constant Church, an lndian belonging to
the Conet Tribe, eight miles /i'om Quebeck now under
Colonel Dike's Quarter-Guard. '
The said Church says he left Quebeck after our army

retreated to Montreal; that he is one of their Chiefs; that
Car!eton has agreed with the Conet Tribe to join his army,
to give one dollar per m~n per day for scalping, and five
d~llars p~l:sca)p, and to kill all, both Tory and Whig, that
wIll not Jom Ills army, and also women and children; and
also to burn houses and barns and kill their cattle. Said
Church also says that he was to come down by Onion
River, and then on by Number-Four, and so on to Boston
and the Castle and Nantasket, and then to return by Cohos
to Quebeck. And also that Carleton was to drive our army
to .Albany, and the Indians were to come 011ollr back settle-
ments and kill, scalp, and destroy. The said Indian can
act better than he will act before any body of men. The
said Indian says that he was taken up at Number-Four
but they got nothingfromhim. Said Indian also says tha~
he was sent by tbe Governourof Quebeck down to Boston
about two years past.

RD. O. LYMAN,Captain.

)
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State or MaRsat:huseus-Bay, ~
Council-Chamber, September 9. 1776. 5

To the Keeper of the Gaol in CAMBRIDGEin the County oj
MIDDLESEX:

You are hereby ordered and directed to receive into your
custody Bill, alias Constant Church, an Indian, supposed to
be a Spy sent from Canada, and him safely keep in close
confinement till the further order of the major part of the
Council.

In the name and by order of the Council:
JOl{N AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

101.DE BERRUYER TO GENER_~L WASHINGTON.

Boston, September 9, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: In the quality of a French officer I have
the honour of addressing myself to yon to reclaim the equity
in the cirCumstance which I find myself.

I shaH have the honour to inform you that I had been
sick for the space of six months in the French Cape. I
then did decide it to come to New-England to establish my
health. In consequence I did buy in company of two of
my friends a sloop, which we did load to come to North
America. We were under sail, and after we had been forty
leagues at sea we sprung a leak, making five feet water in
her hold in an hour. Being that distance from St. Domingo
so we were not able to reach Cape Nicola "ft'Iolethen. At
that time we were forced always to come to this place in
order to establish my health. I did then at sea, finding
myself in danger, embark sundry goods and merchandise
on board of an En!JZishvessel bound to Piscataqua; and as
my health is repaired, I have bought a vessel at Piscata-
qua, being a small brig, which I ordered to be got ready for
my departure for St. Domingo, to continue in my former
servir.e, and am now informed of the embargo for all ship-
ping, for which reason it leaves me in a critical circumstance.
Seeing that my conjecture is expired, besides I fear that
war will be declared in France against England, which
bears a true resemblance, as I was informed before I came
away from France; besides one of my friends Monsieur Le
Cbe\'aJier Delatouch, who commands a man-of-war at St.
Domingo, who showed me a letter which he had received
from his father who desired him to return to Old France im-
mediately, which shows that there are appearances of war in
France, being that thel'e are oroers to arm several vessels

~

and frigates; in consequence of which he must go to France
to exchange his ship, his not being capable to go or fight.
This news ought to be believed, finding that the father of
said officer is commander of the department Rochefort.

So you'll be pleased to consider each day that I stay fi'Om
my duty will do me great damage, whereas if I sbould not
find myself there in time of war I should be deprived to
continue in my service, and in consequence I shall be at tbe
King's displeasure, which I may expect if I am not there
immediately, after serving twenty-seven years, although I
am but thirty-six years old.

I believe, sir, that you would wish that I might return to
France, and beg the permission to order my vessel may go,
to which effect I have the honour to address you my request
in company of the gentlemen of the Congress, in which I
flatter myself you'll be favourable to me. Myacknowledg-
ment will be forever even as my sentiments, in consideration
and respect with which I shaH have the honor to be

Your Honour's most humble servant,
DE BERRUYER, Dunonrouy,

Oificier des troupes de St. D07ninglle.

ELEAZER RUSSELL TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE cmnllTTEE OF

SAFETY.

Portsmouth, September 9,1776.

HONOURABLE SIR: By mistaking the time of the court's
sitting, I am rather late in mentioning fees for the maritime
office.

As no fees were ordered by authority, I did not care to
act my own judgment in the case; therefore asked the opin-
ion of several merchants on the articles in the enclosed list,
and upon their advice have hitherto acted, at the same time
keeping an exact account of what I have taken from each
person,and promising,if the honourablecourt shall fix the
fees lower, to return the overplus.

From wood coasters, (which is the bulk of the business at
present,) I have taken only one shilling and sixpence fora
pass., and that because the authority of the forts should be
kept up, and proper submission made to them.

There has been but one foreign vessel cleared since my
appointment, and the owners, who were present, said the
fees were not enough, and offered me more.

The coasting fees are one-quarter part of what was for-
merly taken by the King's officers, and the foreign not more
than one-fifth part.

In the "ft'Iassachusetts State no offices are yet fixed, and
some of their coasters have murmured at these fees being so
high. One or two of our men, who bad run for some time
without order, have also thought hard of paying any thing.
I ardently wish to be instructed on the matter, in order to
proceed without blame.

Far be it from me to utter any thing that may bear the
air of dictating, and yet duty to those who appointed me
strongly urges that I should offer some thoughts for consid-
eration, especially as my stand in life has given me an insight
into the affairs of office, arid an opportunity of observing the
conduct of those who have rioted on tbe spoils of trade.

I have ever thourrht it unreasonable that an individual
shou]d grow rich upon the labours of the publick, and yet
an equivalent may be expected for a person's devoting his
whole time to a service. Fees that would now give a bare
decent living, would be too high if trade should return to its
natural flow, and exorbitant if it should be double what it
was seven years past; and yet a difficulty would attend their
being fixed too low now. Such are tbe humours of man-
kind that innovations are ever disagreeable, and in this case
it might be much better to reduce than to enlarge.

At present, and perhaps for some time, one person may
easily do the duty of the maritime offiee, and I honestly
declare that fees which numbers of people might despise
would perfectly satisfy me.

Should trade return to the course it 'had five or seven
years ago, I'm sure from experience that the whole time of

. two pel'sons would be scarce sufficient to go through the
business. Then it may be proper for tfle profits to be such
that the officer might pay a deputy or clerk, rather than
return to the old, erroneous track, of multiplying officers, or
paying them out of any revenue that may be collected.

Wou]d it not be better that one list of fees should answer
for the who]e Continent? There ever was a mmmuring
when they were higher in one place than another. I should
prefer their being rather lower than here.

There formerly has been, and is now, some uneasiness
that a vessel of ten tons should pay as one of an hundred.
Tbis I submit, after mentioning t.hat there is the same ex-
pense of paper, and often more time, in doing the business
of the smaller. The case seems similar to going through
the courts to recover a debt of ten pounds or a hundred
pound~

.
I have made no mention in the enclosed list of endorsing

registersas often as vessels change their masters, or of can-
celling or filing bonds, both which occasion considerable
writing.

If I have erred in offering my thoughts, it's being fl'Om a
sense of duty I hope wi]] expiate the fault; and am, hon-
ourable sir, your most obedient and dutiful humble servant,

E. RUSSELL.

To the Hon. JJfesl~ech weare, Esq.

WILLIAM LEE TO C. F. W. DUMAS.
London, September 10, 1776,

SIR: The 27th ult. and the 7th instant, in the absence
of my brother, Arthur Lee, your two letters for him came
safe to my hands. My brother is now on the Continent,
and perhaps may write to you from where he is. The
declaration of independence on the part of America, has
totaJJy changed the nature of the contest between tbat
country and Great Britain. It is now on the part of Great
Britain a scheme of conquest, which few imagine can suc-
ceed. lndependence is universaJJy adopted by every indi-
vidual in the thirteen United States, and it has altered the
face of things here. The Tories, and l)articularly tbe
Scotch, hang their heads and keep a profound silence on the
subject; tbe Whigs do nOt say much, but rather seem to
think the step a wise one, on the part of America, and what'
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was an inevitable consequence of the measures taken by the
British Mjnistry. In short, everyone wants to form his
judgment by the event of the present campaign, as some-
thing decisive is expected to happen from the arrangements
under General and Lord Howe, and General Carleton,
before the meeting of Parliament, which will be the 24th of
October.

In the mean time every effort is made to prevent France
from taking any open or even private part with America, for
which purpose Mr. Stanley, Mr. Jenkinson, one of the
Lords of the Treasury and confidential friend of Lord Bute
and of the Solicitor-General, Mr. Wedderburne, have been
at Paris some time to aid the negotiations of the British
Minister, Lord Stormont. As far as money will answer
their pDrpose, it will not be spared. The French are gen-
eraIJy acute enough in observing what is for their interest,
but most people here are at a loss to conceive what plan
they have in view, as they have not hitherto, as we know of,
taken any part with America.

The publick papers will tell you all the material news we
have from America, but in genenilit is supposed theAmeri-
cans will stand greatly in want of arms,ammunition,and
artillery, to oppose such a force as is sent against the'!l, and
it is evident they have not experienced officers sufficIent to
manacre such extensive operations as they have in hand.
Should you have occasion to write to me, you may address,
under cover, as you do to my brother.

I am, with esteem, sir, &c., WILLIAM LEE.

GENE:R.AL LEWIS TO TOE PBESIJ;>ENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 17: Referred to Board of War.)

WiIliamsb~rg, September 10,1776.

SIR: I this day received your orders directing three more
of the Continental battalions in this State to mareh to New-
York. The Fourth, commanded by Colonel Stephe'f), the
Fifth, and the Sixth, are those I $ha))order to march with all
possible speed. I heartily wish. they were more fit f?r ser-
vice. Near half of them are sIck, and the Seventh III the
same condition, whTchis the only regiment left, the Ninth,
on the Eastern Shore, excepted. The time for which the
Second Battalion was enlisted being expired, all are gone to
their respective homes. The officers have received bounty
money, and are endeavolJI'ing to reinlist them and others
for the completion of that battalion. I have ordered an
express to General ltloore, and another to Brigadier-General
Stephen, with his commission and your orders.

General Lee not yet returned, nor have I heard of his
being on the way.

I am, honourable sir, your most obedient and very humble
servant, ANDREWLEWIS,Brigadier-General.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COL. HOLLINGSWORTH.

[No. 172.] AnnapoJis, September 10, 1776.

Sir: Enclosed you have Captain Lines' bill of lading, for
one hundred half-barrels of powder, belonging to our Prov-
ince. You will be pleased to have it wagoned to the Head.
of-Elk, and sent to Baltimore Town, to the care of the Com-
mittee of that place. Weare, &c.
To Colonel Henry Hollingsworth.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.
[No. 173.) Annapolis, September 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have desired Colonel Hollingsworth to
wagon from Christine Bridge to the Head-of- Elk, one
hundred half-barrels of powder, helonging to our Province,
and to send the same to your care when it arrives. Be
pleased to stow it in the new magazine. W P.think it would
be prudent to remove a considerable part of the Province
powder that is now stored in Baltimore t~ .the same pl~ce,
as it may be dangerous to keep large quantities of that article
within reach of the enemy. Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Baltimore County.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GENERAl, BUCHANAN.
[No. 174.] Anns.polis, September 10, 1776.

SIR: It has been represented to this Board that it's
absolutely necessary that competent Guards be kept at the

Magazine a.nd Laboratory at Baltimore Town, and that
Captain Smith's company canoot perform that duty, and do
duty at the fortificationsat the same time. We therefore
request tbe favour of you to order such of the M\litia of your
County upon that service as you may think requisite.

Weare, &c.
To General Buchanan.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL SMALLWOOD

AND GENERAL BEALL.

[No. 175.] AnnapoJis, September 10, 17711.

GENTLEMEN:Enclosed we send you an order of the
Council of Safety, relative to the arms belonging to this
State. You are also requested to calise the several Cap-
tains in your department to return an eXact list of all the
guns, cartouch-boxes, knapsacks and haversacks, camp-
kettles, blankets, tents, canteens, wooden bottles, priming-
wires and brushes, and every other the effects or utensils
belonging to this State, carried away by their respective
companies, that we may know how to raise a proper account
against the Continent for the same. This may be attended
with some little trouble, but 'tis absolutely necessary to be
done for the benefitof the publick. We request,therefore,
that you will give proper directions, and make the ret.urns
as soon asconvenientlycan be. We are, &c.
To Brigadier-General Rezin Beall and Co.lonel William

Smallwood.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JESSE HOLLlNGSWORTlI.

[No. 176.] Annapolis, September 10, 1776.
SIR : You are requested to sell at vendue all the flour

you have belonging to this State that you think unfit for
baking into bread. Weare, &c.

To Mr. Jesse Hollingsworth.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GERARD HOPKINS.

[No. 177.] Annapolis, September10, 1776.
SIR: We this day gave an order to Ca ptain Forrest to

receive from you orie hundred camp-kettles. We must
request that they may be put on board the Defenct's tender;
and that by the same vessel you send some Cannon shot,
and that they may sorted in the following manner, viz: four-
hundred of four-pounders, four hundred of three-pounders,
and two hundred of two-pound shot; and also, eighty-six
canteens, with as many priming-wires and brushes.

We are, &c.
To Mr. Gerard Hopkins, Deputy Commissary.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE.

Philadelphia, September 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The proposal of Lord Howe for the exchange
of Generals Sullivan and Lord Stirling for Prescott and
McDonald is accepted by the Congress. We have also
agreed to send three of our members, not as private gentle-
men, but as a committee of our body, to meet Lord Howe,
to know of hirnwhether he has any terms of peace to pro-
pose, and what they are, &c., &c. Whether Lord Howe
will meet them as a committee of Congress, is uncertain.
The gentlemen appointed are Doctor Franklin, Mr. Adams,
and Mr. Rutledge. The two former had the unanimous vote
of Congress, and at the first vote there was a tie between
Colonel R. H. Lee and Mr. Rutledge; but as Mr. Lee
had opposed the measure, he declined being voted for, as
he said he could not accept. The votes then were for
Stockton and Rutledge, and the latter carried it.

Nothing has since been done about the Confederation, as
the Congress is pretty thin, and hurried with other busi-
ness.

I am sorry to hear you did not arrive at Boston till the
QOth ultimo, as I fear you will not return here so soon as I
could wish; and what makes me more anxious for your
speedy return, is my ill state of health, which has hindered
my constant attendance at Congress. I have, for above a
fortnight, been troubled with a very severe cough and asthma,
and with a slow fever, if not a hectick; and, though I have
attended the Congress every day, I have been often obliged
to leave it long before it rose. I am loath that our Colony
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should be unrepresented, and therefore hope you will return
as speedily as possible.

There is a report from the Board of War now before
~ongress, for putting our army on a more respectable [oot-
mg than at present. The substance is, that eighty-four
r~giments should be inlisted to serve during the war, and to
gIve, as an encouragement, one hundred acres of land and

dolJars bounty, to be proportioned to such State,
who are to take care that it's quota is raised. The propor-
tion set to our Cqlony is fout regiments, which is too much,
and shall try to get it altered if I am able to attend Con-
gress when it comes. on. This plan, perhaps, may be .some-
wh~t altered, but wIll, I am pretty sure, be adopted m the
maIn. Q'U£re: whether, as this is like to be the case, it is
best for our State to do any thing at present about raising tbe
regiment ordered in the Spring for our own defence' and
w~ether petiti?ning Congress to t~ke .into their pay ou; Col-
omal troops will not be best, consldermg all circumstances?

You'll excuse me, as I am hardly able to write.
I am your friend, &c., &c., JOSIAH BARTLETT.

To William Whipple.

PETITION OF COLONEL SETH WARNER.

[Read September 10, 1776. Referred to the Board of War.)

To the Honourable the Delegates of the Thirteen UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA,in General Congress assembled the
representation of the subscriber humbly showeth: '
That, having been honoured with your ordel'S to raise a

regiment on the New-Hampshire Grants for the service of
the United States, he advised with the officers who had-
funnedy commanded under him, as well as those more
recently appointed to command, and was much troubled La
find but two Captains of the late appointment, and not one
of the former, ,,:b~ would ser~e under ~lisha Painter, Esq.,
last July commissIOned a Major for saId intended regiment.
A s~m~eof dnty to the ,Publick alone constrains your me-
monah~t to relate any thmg that may affect Major Painter's
reputatIOn. But he rests assured, that, in the present criti-
cal situation of affairs, all parties concerned must be better
served by making your Honours acquainted with the real
state of the case, tban by suppressincr the whole or any part
of this intelligence.

0

The Captains in question are remarkably popular and
have great influenee with the men many of them have ~om-
manded. With their assistance, a regiment would in all
probability, be readily completed. \Vithout them, ~othing
to purpose can be expected; which disappointment would
unspeakably mortify YOllr Honours' most del'oted and obe-
dient, humble servant, SETH WARNER.

"

Philadelphia, September 10, 1776.

ME~JORIAL OF COLONEL WARNER AND CAPTAINS HOPKINS

AND BROWNSON.

[Read September 11, 1776. Referred to the Board of War.]

To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now assem-
bled at PHI£,ADELPHIA, the Petition of WAIT HOPKINS
and GIDEON BROWNSON,in behalf of themselves and
Captains OLIVER POTTER, MICAH V AIL, and WILLIAM
FITCH, humbly showeth:

T~lat, on the ~8t? of July~ 1775, your petitioners were
appomted Captams 111the regIment established by the Pro-
vincial Congress of New- York, under the command of
Colonel Seth Warner.

Your petitioners, in full faith of receivincr the premiums
paid to other companies in the State of iVew- York ad-
v~nced ~uch of th~ir own mo~ey; which premiums, tog~ther
wIth theIr back ratIons, ~re ~tlll due and owing to tbem, and
that after repeated apphcatlons to the State of lVew- York
for a settlement of affairs.

Your petitioners being again called upon to enter into the
publick service, and ~o mak~ appJicati?n to a soldiery 'to
whom they a~e unavOIdably 111arrear~, Implore your Hon-
ours to pres~l'Ibe ~ome way fo~ ~he discharge of these just
demands, whIch wIll greatly facIlItate the raising the recruits
needed upon the present pressing occasion. And, as in
duty bound, they shall ever pray, &c.

WAIT HOPKINS,

GIDEON BROWNSON.

have incurred much extra

Philadelphia, September 10, 1776.

N. B. As your petitioners
FIfTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

expense in prosecution of the moneys due to themselves,
their subalterns and soldiers, they would humbly request to
be considered in that article, together with tbose petitioned
for.

LORD HOWE TO DR. FRANKLIN.

Eagle, off Bedlow's Island, September 10, 1776.

Lord HalVe presents his compliments to Dr. FrankNn,
and, according to tbe tenour of his favour of the 8th, will
attend, to have the pleasure of meeting him and Messrs.
Adams and Rutledge, to-morrow morning, at tbe house on
Staten-Islana, opposite to Amboy, as early as the few con-
veniences for traveling by land on Staten-Island will admit.
Lord Howe, upon his arrival at the place appointed, will
send a boat, (if he can procure it in time,) with a flag of
truce, over to Amboy; and requests the Doctor and the
?ther gentlemen will postpone theiL' intended favour of pass-
mg over to meet him, until they are informed, as above of
his arrival to attend them there. '

In case the weather should prove unfavourable for Lord
Howe to pass in his boat to Staten-Island to-morrow, as
from the present appearance there is some reason to Sllspect,
he will take the next earliest opportunity that offers for that
purpose. In this intention he may be further retarded,
having been an invalid lately; but will certainly give the
most timely notice of that inabilit y. He however flatters
I
.

f '
,

lImsel he shall not have occasion to make further excuses
on that account.*

R. H. HARRISON TO JOSHUA WENTWORTH.

New-York, September 10, 1776.

. SIR:.1 am directed by his Excellency to acknowledge. hIs receIpt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, advisincr"of the
capture made of the ship Nelly Frigate, and of theOacquit-
tal of the brig Elizabeth, on a trial had the 22d' also of

I
. C '

,
your appea mg to ongress from that decision.

. Remo~ed at sl~ch.~ dista.nce as his Excellency is, and
l~volved I? a mu~tlphc:Ity~f Important business, it is impos-
sIble for hIm to give directions about or to Pay attention to
h C

. '
,

t e onttnent~1 armed vessels at the eastward. Tberefore,
at the same tlme that he doubts not but your conduct is
right respe?ting the a.ppeal, he .apprehends yotl should cor-
~espond wIth the Manne Com.mlttee appointed by Congress,
In all matters that m.ayoccur m your department, prestlming
th~t they were appoll1ted and are intended for that purpose.
HIs Excellency ca~ only repeat what he has already said,
tha.t the laws prescnbed by Cong~ess are the only rules by
which you can conduct yourself. It is not his wish nor in
I~ispower to give any orders or advice authorizing a devia-
tIOnor departure from them. If, in any instances bardships
of a ~ec~liar ~ature cast up,.Congress, and Congress alone,
haye It In theIr power to relIeve, on proper representations
bemg made.

The estate. of Colonel Lee, late of Marblehead, having
len~ the Conlment some guns to fit o~t their armed vessels,
which ~re now wanted and applied" for, yotl will deliver
Nathanzel Tracy, Esq., eicrht that were at Portsmouth
wh!chwere take~ in ~omeof the prizes. Mr. Tracy has ~
claim to ten, which his Excellency would have replaced, if
you have so many. The reason of mentioning eight is that
he bas no account of your having more. '

I am, &e., R. H. HARRISON.
To Joshua Wentworth, Esq., Portsmouth.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO GENERAL HEATH.

Mount Washington, September 10, 1776.

I?~AR GENERAL HEATH: The enemy are making dis-
posltl?ns t~ land at Harlem: ~hey ,~iIl pr~bably attempt
Frog s Pomt at the same time m wllIch their landing may
be urged at IIarlem. That consideration bas induced Gen-
eral Washington to order me to remain at Colonel A'lorris's
and upon the first inteIJigence of the enemy movincr toward~
Harlem, to order one thousand men to join me ato]}[orris's

. "The C<;>mmitteebeing arrived at .lJmboy, opposite to the Island, and
In jJossesslOn. of the Amcl'!cans, the Admiral sent over his barite to
reCeIve and brmg th.em to hIm, and to leave one of his principal oJli
as a hostage for their safe return. The Committee of Congress had c~~~
desired R .hostage, and they therefore took the officer back with th
The AdmIral met t~em at their 1anding, and conducted them throuah 'his'
guards to a convenient room for conference ,.W. T. F. '"

18
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from Mount Washington, and with them and the :Maryland
troops, march to the assistance of our friends alllarlem. I
have therefore ordered (::olonels Cortw.ndt, :frlartin, New-
comb, and Furman, to hold themselves in readiness to join
me at Colonel Morris's; Colone]s Hutchinsonand Phillips
to remain at Mount Washington with five hundred men as
a gamson.

If a landing is attempted at Frog's Point and no danger
appears of an attempt at Harlem, I am to join you with
thme battalions from Mount Washington and all the Mary-
landers. For that purpose, I have ordered severa] boats
to be ready near Colonel ftIorris's, to carry our men over
to the Heights of Harlem, which will save us much time.

The Genera] expects you to prepare for a brunt on the
side of Fr0tS's Point, or he expects one at Harlem. I told
him your disposition was made and you all ready.

I am, with respect, your obedient, humble servant,
THO. MIFFLIN.

To Major-Genera] Heath,at King's Bridge.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Q.uarters, New-York, September 10, 1776.

SIR: The great extent of the army, and the confusion
consequent thereupon, for want of a sufficient number of
experiencedofficers, has induced the Genera] to appoint
Major Henley Deputy Adjutant-General, and Major Scam-
mel as assistant to me in my department. Major Henley
is with Genera] Spencer. Major Scammel is ordered to
repair to your division. From his accuracy and industry I
hope order and regularity will prevail, and doubt not he will
be useful to you, as well as, sir, your obedient, humble
servant, Jos. REED.
To M~jor-General Heath.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL MIFFLIN.

King's Bridge, September 10, 177G-quarter past 1, A. M.

DEAR SIR: The enclosed I have just received in one to
me by express from his Excellency General Washington,
by which I am informed that all the ltlaryland troops that

'were in the city the day before yesterday, were yesterday
ordered to march and join the troops at King's Bridge and
its dependencies, and that three companies mOI'e arrived
the last evening, which are also ordered to march this
mornmg.

You will, therefore, eady this morning, order those troops
which arrived yesterday at ltlount Washington ([ mean
those from Maryland) to march to this post, and the three
companies to halt at Mount Washington. Two regiments
of Light-Horse from Connecticut are ordered here by Gov-
,ernour Trumbull, as is also a number of the Militia.

I am yours, &c., WM. HEATH.

To General MiJIlin.

GENERAL ItEATH TO GENERAL MIFFLIN.

King's Bridge, September10, 1776-6 o'clock, P. M.
DEAR SIR : I have just returned from Frog'$ Point, Hunt'S

Point, and Morrisiania, having been riding ever since ten
o'clock this morning, without even so much as alighting to
dige. I find the enemy making a very considerable move-
ment fromLong-Island to Montressor'sIsland, where the
boats have been passing all this day. I have ordered two
hundred men, as a picket, this night to the widow ltlorris's,
and General Clinton's brigade tp lie on their arms. General
Clinton is yet absent. 1. have this moment received a line
from him, informing that the brig has been collecting boats
all this day, and at two o'clock was standing up for Frog's
Point. I think you would do well to be at the Pennsylva-
nia camp this night, if you can; if not, that you repair there
immediatelyon the firstalarm, as you willbe much wanted
with that brigade.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,
To Genera] MiJIlin.

GENERAL Jll'DOUGALL TO GENERAL HEATH.

September 10, 1776.

SIR: Ear]y this morning about one thousand of the

enemy landed on Montressor's Island, and it's probable

many more will be landed there for the conveniency of
landing on the main, or to raise a battery to facilitate their
landing at Morrisiania. I judged it necessary to give you
this intelligence.

Your humble servant, ALEX. McDOUGALL.
To General Heath or Genera] ltlijJlin.

COLONEL SWARTWOUT TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION..
Head.Q.uarters, King's Bridge, September 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As Lieuteriant-Colonel Ferres of my re-
giment hath got liberty from General Clinton to return home,
upon condition either to resign his commission or return to
the regiment when he gets in a better state of health, he
tells me when he was appointed by the County Committee
that he was not fitting for that commission-for that he had
a disorder very often which rendered him unfit for the
serviceof an officer. The complaint of that disorder is tbat
he is spleeny and a dizziness in the head, and that attends
him whenever he has trouble. We can expect nothing
but trouble in our present condition, so, consequently, he
will not be fit for the service of this present campaign; for,
should he not be here when we have action, he cannot
be of great service to the regiment. He further tells me
he has spoke with the Genera], and should be glad that
Colonel Ludington might take his place as Lieutenant-
Colone],but the General tells me that he intends to leave
that to your honourable Board. In my humble opinion,
it would give greater satisfaction to the officers of my regi-
ment that Major Thompson might be appointed to the com-
mission of Lieutenant-Co]onel, and Captain ltlott Major, as
he holds the oldestcommissionin my regiment as Captain.
My re"iment has been joined for some time. If mattei'S
should be ordered in another manner it might be productive
of bad consequences,as I have seenseveral instances in the
army heretofore; and as there are severa] of my regiment
that have got no commissions, and some that have had
subalterns'commissions,which were appointed as Captains
by the field officers of the Mi]itia. If there wcrc some
blank commissions sent to the General, he might fill them up
agreeable to the muster rolls.

General Clinton tells me he has wrote you about the
rank of the severa] regiments. I am almost confident my
commission is the oldest of the regiments now raised, bl1t
as the General has left that matter to you, I am content to
submit the same to your consideration, not doubting bUt you
wi]) do justice. As to my part, I can assure you, gentlemen,

I mean to make no uneasiness about the question. I hope
y.ou will consider tliat the whole charge of the regiment lies
on my shoulder,as Major Thompsonis on the command.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your very humhle
servant,

JACOBUSSWARTWOUT.
To the Honourab]e Convention of the State of New- York,

at Fishkill.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Montgomery, September 10,1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: Yours of the 8th of
this instant I just received, and am glad to hear your Ex-
ce]]ency has ord!.'red a reinforcement of six hundred men,
which I hope will be sufficient, and are as many as we can
find barrack room for, if the three barracks were finished
that I have ordered to be built.

I hope the Quartermaster-Genera] can supply me with
the nails, agreeable to an order sent him-and if not already
sent, he may send them with one of the four sloops that

. goes down to bring the sick from the Hospital in New- York
to Orangetown.

Weare busy in fortifying these garrisons with the other
posts as fast as possible, and order all the garrison out every
day, both officers and soldiers, except those on guard and
the sick, and a very few number of cooks, and those de-
tached in the Arti]]ery, who are employed daily in making
cartridges, &c., and learning I1le Artillery exercise, for which
I have as yet exempted them from any other kind of duty,
in order to encourage them to learn.

I have likewise 'received two ]elters this day fi'om Con-
gress. Copies of them you have enclosed.

I have just now stopped Captain Dirck Schuyler's sloop
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from Albany, and sent her down to New- YQrk to remove
the sick to Orangetown.

I have ordered Lieutenant Henry Pawling of the Second
New- York Regiment, to proceed down the river with a
whale-boat and eleven men, to press the first three good
sloops he meets with for the same purpose. '

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

To His Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters,
New- York.

REV. DAVID JONES TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 1Q, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: When I left Philadelphia, Dr. Franklin
delivered to me a large bundle of papers sealed and directed,
and as he was reserved respecting the contents, I did not
think it proper to send them by this express, but I hope
shortly to have the pleasure to see you, when I shall give
verbally the news of New- York. There is here a draft of
the Militia to go to Fort Stanwix. It is said three parties
are coming against them. I fear we are but weak in that
department; but General Schuyler lIses his best endeavours
to reinforce them. We hear of a battle on the Lake, below
Crown-Point; this hurries my return; I shall therefore
cOme with the first wagon.

As the express will not wait, I must subscribe myself
your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

DAVID JONES.

To Major-General Gates.

DR. JONATHAN POTTS TO GEN~RAL GATES.

Fort George, September 10, 1776,

HONOUREDSIR: I found on my arrival here a quantity
of old linen had been sent in by the Committee of Salis-
bury, which I have forwarded to Ticonderoga, under the
care of Doctor Tillotson, one of the senior Surgeons of the
General Hospital, whom I beg leave to recommend to your
Honour as a worthy gentleman. He has directions from me
to make it up into bandages and lint for the use of the
army.

I IH~vereceived a letter from Dr. Stringer this day, which
informs me that he could not procure that suppJy of medicines
which he thought necessal'y forour Hospital at Philadelphia,
and intends to proceed immediately to New-England to
pUI'Chasestich articles as we are in want of. He mentions
no news from New- York, but that General Schuyler had
authentick intelligence that, seven hundred of the enemy
were at Oswego, and that Colonel Fanning had gone over
to the enemy.

Your Honour may be assured, should any fresh intellicrence
arrive at this post, I will immediately forward it to yo~.

I am your Honour's most obedient and very humble
servant,

JONATHAN POTTS.

To Major-General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO CAPTAIN VARICR.

Tyonderoga, September 10, ]776.

DF.ARSIR: This moment I received yours of the 8th
instant from Albany, with General Schuyler's letter of that
date. I shall write fully to the General as soon as I receive
accounts fr?m General ,Arnol~"as those are every hallI'
expected; 10 the mean tn11e,thIs ]Ssent express by Skenes-
borough to order two of the blacksmith's bello\\'s from
hence hither, as the three row-galleys here cannot be fitted
without them. This is, therefore, to desire you will with-
out delay replace the bellows we now take from Skenes-
borough.

~en,eral Waterbury arri,:ed fest7rday, and is busy
eqUlpplOgthe galleys, and will sal! with them immediately
after they are finished. Colonel Cortlandt has my orders
to command at Skenesborough, but has a sliU'ht t~ucb of
the ague. I wish Co]onel Wynkoop may be °well enou"h
to go there directly.

0

I am, sir, your affectionate, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To Captain Varick.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL CORTr,ANDT.

Tyonderoga, September 10,1776,

SIR: On receipt of this you will immediately order
Lieutenant-Colonel Abijah Brown (who is now at Skenes-
borough) to this post. If he offers to make any hesitation or
delay, you will instantly put him under an arrest and send
him down under a good guard.
To Lieutenant-Colonel Cortlandt, Skenesborough.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown.Point, September 10, 1776-8 o'clock, A, M,

HONOUREDSIR: Mr. Brooks's and my other boat are just
now returned; very bad weather and strong winds prevented
him from being here sooner.

On Thursday it seems there had been some firinD'of
cannon, and Friday morning a small action at Wind~ill-
Point; th!s with the dischal'~ing of the loaded arti\l~ry to
get them In order, has occasIoned the alarm. It is very
~trange that the firing could be heard so far.

.

A considerable number of the enemy all around the fleet.
Mr. Brooks ,discov~red the tracks of a lar~e party in the
woods. This regiment has had one killed and four
wounded.. Mr. Brooks has had a great deal of fatiD'ue; but I have
persuaded him to go up with this letter. °He will be able
to iQ.formyou particularly concerning the fleet, &c.

One Cross, a man who lives near Cumberland-Head
!nformed some of ..ny men at Gilliland's that the ene'my
Intended t? be up In a week or ten days. This perhaps
has no weIght.

I am happy to find that no accident has befallen our fleet.
I hope the alarm has otherwise had no bad consequences.

Twenty-four men of the detachment taken by General
Arnold are retUrning back sick. I hope my reO"imentwill
be relieved, as the party has been gone three we~ks.

I would be glad the news from New- York mCfYalso be
favourable.

My scouts have discovered no enemy near this.
T~e gondolas I have ordered to proceed down this

'mornmg.
I am, honoured sir, with the greatest respect, your most

humble servant, THos. HAR,TLEV.
To Major-General Gates.

P. S. The oar-makers will be up this evening.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
, Leoanon, September ]0,1776,

.~I~ :Whe,n your Excellency was pleased to request the
M]htJ~ ,of thts ~tate to be sent forward with all pos~ible

,exped]tlon to reinforce the army _ New- York no time was
lost to expedite their ma,rch; and am happy to 'find the spirit
and zeal t~Hltapp~ared 1~ the peop!e of this State to yield
e,very, assistance In ,their power III the present critical
situatIon of our affairs. The season, indeed, was most
unfavourable for so many of our farmers and labourers.to
leave home. Many had not even secured their harvest.
tbe greater part had ,secured but a small part even of thei:
hay, and the preparatIon for the crop of winter's grain for the
ensuing year totallY,omitte?; but th~y (the most of them)
left all to afford their help m protecting and defendinO'their
just rights an~ liberties against the attempt of a nu;;;erous
~rmy sent to mvade them. 'rhe sudd~nnes~ of the requisi-
tion, the haste and expedition reqmred In the raising
equipping and marching such a number of men after thelarg~
drafts before made on this State, enaros.sed all our time
and attention.

b

On such a sudden demand oftbe Militia. your Excellency
c?uld not expect to ~n~ !hem all completely officered wiih
eIther field or commission officers, when you consider that
n~any of ,both were just before engaged in the service in the
eight regIments we had so lately raised. At that time the
;\ssembl>: ??uld not th!nl~it proper to supply their places
III the Militia by appomtlOg other officers in the room and
stead of those who only had left the Militia [or a few
months' service in the army, then to retUrn: beside, it
cannot be expected b~t, on such a sudden callas this,
many officers may be sick, or at present unfit for service or
some necessa~'Y!Iindl'ance ~h~ch may prevent their g~ing
forward at this time. And If In these cases we had under-

'*'
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take~.to appoint and commission field commission officers
and subalterns in the room or places of tho~e absent or
otherwise hindered, in a little time we should soon have the
greatest part of our Militia to become officers: for when
once formally appointed and commissioned, they must
remain, and others if.! whose room they are appointed,
when they return, would be out of the Militia, and totally
useless; beside many other inconveniences which might
follow ; and as it is necessary that every company be
properly officered, at least in proportion to their numbers,
and that those who do the duty of an officer in a particular
rank, be considered and treated as an officer of the rank in
which he does duty. To explain myself: A colonel~y is
vacant, the Lieutenant-Colonel must act for the present
company as Colonel, the Major as Lieutenant-Colonel, the
eldest Captain in the regiment as Major, and if a captaincy
is vacant the First Lieutenant; and when they return they
will of course be reduced to their former rank in the Militia
at home, to act as Captain, and so in succession. This is
the only way I can possibly imagine to relieve the difficulty.
Our Militia set out with these ideas; they were encouraged
by them; and we could conceive of no difficulty to the
publick, either in poin~ of expense or expediency, for the,
vacancy to be filled up in this way, and to do the duty,
take the rank, and receive the pay during the present service._
This I am induced to suggest to your Excellency, as I am
inlormed a great uneasiness has arisen by means of those
who had taken rank in tbe manner above proposed, and
have been surprised and obliged to relinquish their claim. I
can conceive of no possible method beside to supply and fill

, up these vacancies. Am persuaded it wiJl be agreeable to
this State and will be attended with the least inconvem-
ences of any method which occurs, and will give great
satisfaction to the Militia who have joined your army, as
well as those now going forward; and should be extremely
sorry to have any damp on the spirits of so many who have
in this critical time, sacrificed their interest beyond most
others on the present occasion. Therefore should be much
obliged to your Excellency, if no insuperable objections
should arise, whiGh at present do not occur to me, if orders
might be given for our Militia to be filled up with officers
proper to take rank in succession in the respective regiments,
in manner as above proposed, for the present cam paign ; and
am, with the greatest resp'ect and esteem, your Excellency's.
most obedient, humble servant,

JONTH. TRUMBULL.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Lebanon, Septem ber 10, 1776,

SIR: I am honoured with youI' favonr of the 2d instant,
and am greatly obliged bv the readiness with which the pay-
ment of our anears for I\st year and our bills fol' advance-
ment this Summer was ordered as soon as it was in your
power, and for the encouragement you give of favourincr me
with copies of the transactions of the last Indian tr~aty.
The money received by Mr. Williams, I have the pleasure
to hear, is safe arrived at Hartford and lodged with the
Treasurer. The in voices were sent by the teams that carried
the clothing, and will be delivered by the teamsters with
thei~ loads; if thes~ will not be su,fficient, new ones, upon
advice, may be easily procured and sent you. It gives me
the greatest pleasure to find the measul'es taken to prevent
the inroads of the small-pox on the Northern Army have
proved effectual, and that the liberty I have taken to hint
my fears and sentiments on that subject has been received
with your wonted candour. I sincerely lament that you
should experience the want of it in respect to any part of
your condu,ct, a.nd especially that it sho,uld be found in any
gentlemen In hJgh offices. The suffermgs of our army in
the North,ern Departmeht last year, though in a great meas-
ure resultmg fmm the nature of the service and inevitable
have left a deep impression upon the minds of the soldiery
and laid us under the necessity of offering a double bounty
this year to induce men to engage in that service. To prevent
as fal' as possible every occasion of complaint of a similar
nature this year, seems as well to be dictated by sound
policy as justice to the soldiery. With this view I have
sent lorward clothing and medicine upon being informed of
their wants, without waiting for particular orders from Con-
gress, and again the last week I have ordered two hundred

sheep, with some salt and vinegar, to be sent over' to our
regiments with the camp utensils and tents which had been
requested, upon being informed that our people were many
of tbem sick at Skenesborough and in want of refl'eshments,
especially mutton-broth and salt fol' their fresh meat which
served to them six times a week, the want of which is sup-
posed to be in part the cause of their sickness.

I am sensib]e, sir, the great variety of business on your
hands renders it impossible for you to attend minutely to tbe
transactions of your officers in loweI' departments; neither
am I able to determine how far the complaints made are
just, or the deficiencies complained of inevitable; but I must
entreat your indulgence whilst I suggest that I am infol'med
by what seems to me very good ~uthority, that at Sh,nes-
borough scarCe any provisions besides meat and bread are
issued to the troops; that the sick suffer for want of wines
and other refreshments; and that what little is to be pur-
chased in the neighbourhood is procured by the soldiers
at their own expense, and at the most exorbitant I'ates.
Surely the Commissaries might furnish salt, vinegar, and
vegetables, such as beans and peas at least, with suitable
I'efreshments fol' the sick? If the idea should this year be
fixed in the minds of the soldiery, that they are neglected in
the Northern Department, or not sufficiently attended to,
we must despair of engaging men for that service in future.
The anxiety I feel for our troops, and for the future as well
as the present defence of these States, will plead my excuse
for troubling you with tbese matters. I must entreat your
pardon for again mentioning the old gun-barrels and locks
found at Croton Point and Ticonderoga. I am informed
there is a large number of arms that bave been in service
and unfit for use now at Albany, ..Ticonderoga, and Fort
George, &c. Our extreme want of good fire-arms compels
me again to request they may be sent to me to be fitted
for use.

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe-
dient, bumble servant,

JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

To General Schuyler.

GOVERNOLTRTRUMBULL TO GENERAL GATES.
Lebanon, September 10, 1776.

SIR: I am honoured with your favour of the 2d instant,
and am glad to find it is in our power in any measure to
relieve your wants, or contribute to the publick service in
your department.

I am infmmed our battalions at Skenesborough are many
of them sick,' and in want of proper mfreshments. To
allcviate this inconvenience, the teams going and gone

from hence with camp utensils, 11few tents, and clothing,
will carry some salt and vinegar; and I have also ordered
two hundred sheep to be purchased and sent forward imme-
diately. Tbis, I am sensibJe, will bring them only a tem-
porary relief. I find it is the opinion of some tbat their
feeding principally upon fresh meat, and being destitute oj
vegetables, milk, salt, &c., are among the causes of their
sickness. Surely it is in the power of the Commissaries to
furnish salt, and vinegar, and vegetables, at least dry beans
and peas. You are not insensible how much the soldiery
complained for want of necessaries to the northward last
year. 'Tis evident a disinclination to the service that way
will ensue, and the consequences are equal1y evident.

I am informed there are some old gun-barrels and locks
and arms rendered unfit for service at Crown-Point, Ticon-
deroga, and Fort George. Could tbey be sent to me by
the return of some of our teams, I could soon have them
repaired and fitted for use, and as tbey are so much wanted,
I could wish you would give orders 10 that purpose. The
value of them we shou]d expect to account for with the
Continent.

I am, with great truth and esteem, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, JONATHAN TRU~IBULL,

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Conncc-
ticut, September 10th, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Gm.ernour, bis Honour the
Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
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Titus Hosmer, Jed. Elderkin, WilliamHillhouse,Nathan-
iel Wales, Esqrs.

Voted and Resolved, That the MilitaryCompanies in
the first and third societies in Saybrook be excused from
marching towards New- York with the Regiment they
belong to, at present; and that they remain at home, to
assist in erecting the Fort t!lere till further orders. (Copy
delivered Captain Samuel Shipman.)

This Board do appoint Gurdon Saltonstall, Esq., Briga-
dier-General of the nine Regiments of Militia of this State,
now ordered to march towards New- York, and rendezvous
at or near Westchester; and his Honour the Governour is
desired to grant him a commission accordingly.

This Board do appoint Oliver Smith, Esq., to be Lieu-
tenant-Colonel of the Eighth Regiment of Militia for the
present expedition towards New- York, and desire his Honour
the Governour to grant him a commission accordingly.

And it is further Resolved and Ordered, That said Smith
do proceed with said Regiment on the expedition towards
M~~~

.

Voted and Resolved, That the First and Second Compa-
nies in the town of New-London, be excused from marching
with the Regiment towards New- Yurk, and be permitted
to stay at home for the defenceof the port and harbour of
New-London.

This Board do appoint Dr. Thomas Gray, to be Sur-
geon's Mate and Physician of the ship Oliver Cromwell,and
his Honour the Governour is desired to give him a warrant
accordingly.

RICHARD LAW TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Milford, September 10, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Agreeable to your Honour's direction,
have opened the enclosed from General Washington, and
observed the contents, and now forward the same. Am
happy to find the General highly approves erery plan and
movement made and taken by your Honour. Observe he
thinks it best to have them rendezvous from King's Bridge
eastward, through Westchester, along upon the Sound.
Have seen and conversed with Colonel Fitch; and should
have seen Mr. Squiers, but he was gone to New- York, and
is expected home to-day, and intend to-morrow to see bim.
But by what I can learn of Mr. Fitch, it will be impossible
to get tents. He says he has not been able to procure but
three; and also camp-kettles, &c., are not to be had here.
He tells me he heard they were to be had in New- York;
advised him to send down immediately and procure them.
I should think it would be best to extend the troops alon,g
the Sound as far eastward as Eastchester, if not Rockar;
by that means, perhaps houses and barns may be found suf-
ficient to supply the want of tents. However, as soon as
Mr. Squiers returns, shall be better able to acquaint your
Honour of what can be provided by them.

Have nothing new; but a heavy cannonading has been
heard here all the forenoon, supposed to be at Hell-Gate.

Mr. Gray was taken sick here, and another express was
forwarded in his room.

Remain your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
RICHARD LAw.

Esq., Governour of theTo the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull,
State of Connecticut.

[Per favour of :Mr. Gray.]
\-

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Saybrook, September 10, 1776.

:MAYIT PLEASEYOURHONOUR: I just now received your
favours of yesterday, since which I have taken Colonel
Abram Gardiner, who tendered the oatb of aJlegiance to
the inhabitants of South and Easthampton. I am told
he, witb a party of men, surrounded the houses of Colonel
Hedges, at Sag-Harbour, and Colonel )tlulford, at East-
hampton, and obliged them to take tbe oath, much aerainst
their inclination. This gentleman with the other tw~, are
inhabitants <;Ifand taken in the State of New- York. I
should think it highly proper they were confined until they
could have their trials in that State; but this I submit to

, your Honour's better judgment. Before I rec;eived your
favour, I bad sent off the greater part of my detachment to
the assistance of my distressed countrymen on Long-Island.

They are endeavouring to get off their stocks, and to pre-
vent the impositions of the boatmen, some of them having
been so unreasonable as to exact one-half the stock they
carried off for freight. By these cruel impositions, the
inhabitants of Long-Island suffer much. Two or three of
these hardhearted wretches I myself have detected and pre-
vented, since I have been at this place. As soon as the
detachment returns, I shalI give Major Ely at Southold
notice, and with YOllrExcellency's approbation, prevail on
him to join me at Huntington, as nothingof consequence
can be achieved eastward of that place.

By what I can learn of the enemy, their whole attention
is bent on their operations at New- York; it is possible we
may do them some mischief before they are aware of it. I
am extremely obliged to your Honour for the assistance you
have afforded me, as it gives me an opportunity of pleasing
his Excellency General TfTashington,who has just wrote to
me to endeavour to distress the enemy alI in my power. If
I have no other motive, this request would prove a powerful'
incentive. I shall not fail to give your Honour advice of
every material occurrence.

In the mean while, I have the honour to be, with esteem,
your most obedient, humble servant,

HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Honour Governour Trumbull.
P. S. Your ExceIlency wiIl attribute to the hurry I was

in, and not to inattention or neglect, my omission in not
dating my letter of the 8th instant.

. COLONEL DAVIS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Norwich, September 10, 1776.

Sm: I take the liberty to inform your ExceJlency of my
safe arrival at Norwich last evening, after a long detention
in getting up the Sound, by reason of the enemy and con-
trary winds. Although I have endeavoured to make all
despatch in my power, and from the best advice I can get
here, together with my own judgment, think it not prudent
to, come any f.uther by water, am now making prepara-
tions to come by land, with aJi possible expedition.

Pursuaot to my orders Ii.omGeneral Ward, as expected
when I left Boston to come up to York by water, not know-
ing the Sound was blocked up, did not bring money to pay
the vessels' pilots and sundry other charges that wiJl arise.
If your E:xceJlency think proper, please to send me one
hundred pounds or more, for which I must give an account
I hope to your satisfactK>I1. '

Any orders your Exce]]ency sha]] be pleased to send,
shall be tl~ankfullyreceived and punctually obeyed, by your
most obedient servant,

JOSHUA DAVIS.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO THE JlJARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, September 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have copies of Captain
Hacker's and Mr. Shaw's letters, by which you will know
circumstance of the brig and the schooner which Mr. Shaw
was to purchase. The Alfred is this day going to New-
port, there to be hove down, as upon examining find het'
bottom so foul that she wiJl not do weIl to cruise until
cleaned.

The Andr~w Doria has sent in here two brigs-one
from Dunm01.e, with salt, tohacco, rice, and flour, one
phaeton and chaise, bouod to Antigua; tbe other with fifty
hogsheads of rum, from Barbadoes to the land. Captain
Biddle had alsotaken a ship with fifteen thou~and bushels
of wheat, which Lieutenant ]}[cDongall thinks was bound
to the westward.

There has also arrived in this port this week a larereship
loaded with sugar, fropl Grenada, and a brig with ru~1from
Antigua, taken by the sloop Independence of this place.
The people on board Captain Biddle's prizes inform that
they left the Columbns in latitude thirty-six, and when they
parted a sixty-gun ship was in chase of her.

The whole attention of merchants and seamen at present
seems to be on privateering, through the whole New-
England Colonies. Any srnall carriage guns will now seIl
at the extraordinary price of four hundred dollars pel' ton.

I believe if you were to give the same prize money, which
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is one-half, as they do, it would be a great deal ea$ier to
man the COhti~nentalvessels.

I am, with great regard, your most humble servant,
ESE1\. HOPKINS.

To the Hoo. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Marine,
Committee, at Philadelphia.

SILAS D~ANE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.
Paris, September 11,1:776.

SIR: I have to aCknowledge the receipt of yours of the
29th ultimo, of the 2d,5th, at1d7th of this month, and at
the same time to make my eXcuses for not answering them
~arlier; which was owlng to my hurry of busmess, in part,
and part to my hopes of bei!Jgable to send you something
agreeable froni Arnttica, when I sbould next write you.
Forgive, therefore, this seeming inattention, and accept my

. warmest thanks f\>tthe kind sentiments wbicb yon and your
good lady entertain for me and my country. The cause of
the Americans is the cause of mankind in general, and
naturally interests the generous and the good in every pait
of the world.

The measures you took before my 'arrival, respecting this
CoLirt, were 'perfectly right, and you may rely on my
secrecy as to your concerns. Our commerce is now on as
good a footing in this kingdom and in Spain, as the com-
merce of any other nation, and I trust will very soon have
an important preference. When I said in a former letter
we wanted only a friendly intercourse by way of commerce,
I had not the vanity to suppose the actual assistance of
European Powers was not an object deserving attention;
but I must say seriously, that if the American commerce can
be established ~ith the trading Powers of Europe, and if
'those Powers of Europe would protect that cortuiJ.erce,it
would be 'all the assistance necessary; and the Colonies by
land would be more than equal to any thing Great Britain
could bring against them. You are entirely right in saying
that the House of Bourbon are the allies we should first and
principallycourt.

.
France is at the head of thisHouse,and

therefore what is done here is sure to be done by the whOle.
This, therefore, requires l1iywhole attention, and I can only
say to you, Iny prospects are nbwise discoura.ging.

As to the King of Prussia, I will, in my next,explain
more fully my meaning, and at the same time send to you
a state of the United Colonies, of their commerce, of their
present contest, with some thoughts or Observationson the
manner in which Europe must be affected, and what part
they ought to take in the present important crisis. My name
and business have long since been known to the British
Ambassador here, and to the Court of London, and they
have remonstrated, but finding remonstrances to no purpose,
thay have wisely determined to take no notice of me, as I
do not appear as yet in a publick character.

Let me ask of you if a workman skillful in the founding
of brass and iron cannon can be engaged in Honand to go
to America? Also, if I can engage two or three persons
of approved skill in lead mines, .to go .to Ameticaon good
engagemetit ? Your answer wIll obhge me, and by the
next post I will write you more particularly. The British
armswillndt,probably, effect any thing in America this
season, as they had ndt begun to act the 8th of August, and
that brings Winter to the very door, as I may say, and an
indecisive campaign must prove to Great Britain a fatal
one. I am, &c., SILASDEANE.

.Articks of Agreement agreed on and entered illto by and
between SILAS DEANE, Agent for the UNITED COUJNIES
OF NORTH AMERICAfor transacting their business, com-
mercial and political, in FRANCE, on the one part, and
the Sieur PHILIPPUS-CHARLES JOHN BAPTIST TRONSON
DTJ COUDRAY,Adjutant-General of Artillery in the
service of FRANCE.
I. The Sieur Du CO'udray,under title of General of

Artillery and Ordnance, and in rank of Major-General in
the Forces of the United Colonies, shall have the direction of
\vhatever relates to the Artillery and Corps of Engineers,
under the order and control only of the Congress of the
United Colonies, their Committee of War, or the Com-
mander-in-Chief for the time being.

2. The Corps of Artillery and Engineers, as well officers

as soldiers composing tbe same, shall be under hi$ immed'i-
ate command, with all the privileges and authority annexed
to such command respecting either rewards or punishments,
and in case of vacancy in said corps by death, removal, or
new creations. it shall be for him to recommend to the Con-
gress, or thei~ Committee of Wal', the persons prQper for
filling the same.

3. Whatever relates to the supplying the said corps with
provision, to the cOllsttuctioTIof artillery and fortification,to
any plan or scheme relative tb these o~jects, will be coo-
sulted on with him, and the execution 'Of whatever may be
agreed on committed to him, as within his department.

4. His allowance for pay and table shall be the same as
to a Major-General in the service of the United ColO'tl:ies in
a separate command. Should he be made a prisOl1er,the
same shall be cbntinued. Should he by accident of war in
the said service be rendered incapable of servinD',or should
he choose after six years' service to retire, he shallbe allowed
an honourable annual stipend or reward by the Congress
the particular amount of which Mr. Deane refers to tbe hon~
ourable Congress.

5. Monsienr Du Coudray shall be furnished with an
Adjutant, two Aids-de-Camp, or one Aid-de-Camp, and a
Secretary, and Designer, at the expenselmci in the pay of
the United Colonies.

6. Monsieur Du Coudray's expenses, also those of his
servants, in their voyage to America, shall be refunded him
by the United Colonies.

7. No proceedings shall be had against Monsieur Du
Coudra~ but !n the same manner as is e~tablishe? and pro-
ceeded In agamst any other officer who IS a native of said
Colonies,of the same rank in said service; nor shall he be
deprived or deposed from his office,but in consequence of a
regular and accustomed proceeding agaiust him.

, 8. MonsieurDu Coudray ha~ing, evergInce ,the first day
of August last, been employedm the servICeof said Colo-
nies in procuring stores, &c., his title and emoluments to
commence therefrom.*

9. In explanation of article four,be it remembered, that
when Mr. Deane left the Congress," what stipends or
rewards to such as were disabled in the .servic"8,O'rtni<rht
retire," was not settled, and it would beirnproper in hirnl:>to
make a precedent for them. Further, MonsieurDu CoUt-
dmy's zeal in entering into this, to him, foreign service the
services he has rendered the United Colonies already in
:France, and the expected future services in his most
important department, will not, in justice, put him in this
respect ona footing of a native of the United Colonies hut
merit a particular consideration, which, on the part of'Mr.
Deane, wi]! be warmly recommended to the honourable
Congress, in whose generosity Monsieur hag the fullest
confidence.

. 10. Mon~ieul'DuCoudraywiJI exert him5elfi~ despatch-
mg the Artillery and Stores agreed on ; also will em'bark
himself as eadyin the season as is consistent with such
despatch. .

11. Considering the particular sitUationof Monsieur Du
Coudrayas a foreigner, and his uncommon exertions for and
in behalf of the United Colonies, it is agreed, that his pen-
sion or annual stipend on his quitting the service, as afore-
agreed, shall be the one-half of his pay and table whilst
serving, or other equivalent gratification.

12. Horses and carriages will be supplied Monsieur Du
Coudray, at the expense of the- United Colonies, when he
has occasion for removing from one part of the Continent to
another; also to the officers proposing to go out with him,
or advance to him such sum as will be sufficient to procure
them in the Colonies where they are serving.

13. Consideringthe situationof the American Warat this
time, Mr. J?eane thinks.that two Engineers, four Captains,
and four Lieutenants, with the propos'cd Adjutant-General
will be as many as he can prudently agree for at present:
~resh i.ntelligence is hourly expected, which may incline
hIm to mcrease the number, but he now agrees for those at
the rates proposed by Monsieur Du Coudray,viz: For the
Adjutant-General five thol1sand Jivres per annum; for the
Captains four thousand Jivresper annum; fdr the Lieuten-
ants two thousand livres per annum; relying on their being

"Agreed to commence on the 1st or .aI/gmt, in ~on8ider!llion of liia
expenses in procuring the Artillery !lnd Storcs.

Signed: S. DUlfJ:.
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officers which Mon$-ieur D¥ Coudray can depend on fo\"
their ski])and experienceas well as fidelityin their depart-
ments. .

14. 1\'11'.Deane will advance to them the one-half of a
year's pay at their embarking.

15. At the close of the war they shall be entitled to the
same pension in proportion to their pay as Monsieur D«
Coudray, but in this case Mr. Deane thinks they shouldbe
held to settle in the United Colonies, to be in the way of
futl,lreservice if caUed upon.

16. None of the aforesaid officers shall be at liberty to
enter the service of any foreign Power, France excepted,
withou.iving up said annual stipend, nor into the service
of an, Power w~atever at war with the United Col?ni~s,
unless said Colomes shall refuse to employ them or dlslnlss
them by agreement.

17. The sum advanced to the officers embarking is not
to be considered as so much of their pay, and to be by them
as such accounted for, but as a full satisfaction for their
whole expense during their voyage, ami their providing
themselves with necessary camp equipage on their arrival.
Their pay to commence, independent of this, from the time
of their e.mbarkation.

In testimony hereof the contracting parties have hereunto
set their hands and seals, this] 1th day of September, 1776,
in the presence of

"MONs. DE COUDRE,
and l\b. DEANE.September ll,l776.

Charlestown, Wec!nesday, September 11, 1776.

On Friday his Excel)ency General Lee arrived here from
Georgia, and on Monday he set out for the northward. In
the orders of tbe 9th~ his Excellency wa$ pleased to signify
his approbation of the conduct of our forces in the following
terms:

" General Lee thinks it his duty, before his departl,1l'e,to
express the high sense he entertains of the conduct and
behaviour of the Colonels and officers of the battalions Qf
South- Carolina, both as gent]ernen and soldiers, and begs
leave to assure them that he thinks himself obliged to report
their merits to the Continental Congress."

On Thursday the brigantine-of-warComet, Captain Tur-
pin, returned from a cruise, with the ship Clarissa, whjch he
took lying at anchor off Augustine Bar, on the 28th of
August. Her cargo consists of lumber, with about forty
negroes and some household furniture, said to belon.g to a
gentleman who was removing from Georgia to East-Florida.
The day before Captain Turpin's arrival he saw a frigate,
which gave chase on that day and part of the next, and
came close into the land; but being considerably to leeward,
and a dull sailer, could not come up with either the brig or
bel' prize.

Deep-Spring, Virginia, September 11, 1776.

All the Officers, Cadets, and Soldiers of the Sixth Regi-
ment that are absent with leave, are desired to join their regi-
ment immediately, although their limited time of absence
should not be expired. Should any soldiers be so imprudent
as to disobey this order, they will be looked on as deserters,
and treated accordingly.

Wanted in the Sixth Regiment a Chaplain, who is allowed
by Congress thirty-three and one-third dollars per month, and
two rations per day. MORDECAIBUCKNER,

Colonel of the Sixth Regiment.

NOTICE OF MEETING OF DELAWARE CONVENTION.

Weare informed by authority that the honourable the
Conventio!J of the Delaware State, which was elected on
the J9th day of August last, for the special purpose of

" ordaining aI\d declaring the future form of Government of
that State," met at Newcastle on the 27th day of the same
month, and having furnished their quota of the Flying-
Camp, and ordered another battalion to be forthwith raised,
under the command of Colonel Samuel West, to reinforce
the army or the United States of America, and having also
finished the work for which thfjYwere particularly chosen, .

they dissolved themselves on the 21st instant.
The names of the Members for NEW-CASTLE County:_

Nicholas Van Dyke, Richard Cantwell, Alexander Porter,

John Thompson, Abraham Robinson, Thomas McKe.an,
G~orge Reqd, JQltn Evans, John LeQ., John Jones.

KE~'f CQl1Qty: Thomas Collins, Cha,rlesRidgely, JameS
Sykes, Richard Bassett, Jacob Stout, John Cook, Samuel
West, John Clarke, Thomas White, Richard Lo~ku:ood.,

SUSSEXCounty: Jacob Moore, James Rench, Isaac
Bradky, John Wiltbank, Laac Horsey, William Pollee,
Joshua Hill, Peter Hubbert, Phillips KQUQck,Ale~lJrId~r
Lawil.

Th~ Hon. George Read, Esq., was unanimously chosen
President, and Mr. James Booth Clerk, of the ConvfjlniQf!,

In Convention of the Delaware State, ~
Wedne~~aYI September 11, 1776, A. M. 5 .

A Dcdaration of Right$ and FlI-ndamen(ql Rf,lle.s of the
DEL4,W;\:R£ Sta.te, formerly styled the GQllernment of
the Counties of NEW-CASTJ.,E,KENT, arJ,d S~~SIiX, upon
DELA WA.~F;,

1. That all government of right originates from the peo-
ple, is founded in compact only, and instituted solely for the
good of the whole.

2. That all mfjn have a natural and unalienable right to
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their
own consciences and understandings, and that no man.ought,
or of right can be compelled to attend any religious worship
or maiutain any ministry contrary to or against his own free
win and consent, amI that no authority can or ought to be
vested in, or assumed by any power whatever, that shall in
any case interfere with, or in any manner control, the right
of consciencein the free exerciseof religiousworship.

3. That all persons professing the Christian religion ought
forever to {jnjoyequal rights and privileges in this State,
unless under colour of re]igion any man disturb the peace,
the happiness, or safety of society.

4. That the peopleof this State have the sole, exclusive,
and inherent right of governing and regulating the internal
police of the same.

5. That persons entrusted with the Legislative and Ex-
ecutive powers are the trllste~ and servants of the publick,
and as such accountable for their conduct; wherefore, when-
ever the ends of Government are perverted and pub]iGk
liberty manifestly endangered by the Legislative singly, or
a treacherous combination of both, th

.

e people mil
.

y, an
.

d of
right ought to, establish a new or reform the old Gpvem-
ment.

6. That the right in tbe people to participate in the
Legislature is the fOl,lndationof Jiberty and of all free gov-
ernment, and for this end all electiolJ!,!ought to be free and
frequent; and every freeman having sufficient evidence of a
permanent common interest with, and attachment to, the
community, bath a right of suffrage.

7. That no power of stlspending laws Qr the eXCcCu!iop
of laws ought to be exercised, unless by the Legislature.

8. That f()r red.reSspf grievances, and fOr amenqing and
strengthening of the laws, the Legisla!!Jfl;Jpught t9 be fre-
quently convened. .

- 9. That every man hath a right to petition the Legisla-
ture for the redress of grievances in a peaceable and orderly
manner.

10. That every member of society hath a right to be .
protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and
therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the
expense of that protection,and yield his personal service
when necessary, or an equivalent thereto; but Po part' of a
man's property can be justly taken from him or applied to
publick uses without his own consent or th.at of his legal
representatives: nor can any man that is cooscientiously
scrupulous of bearing arms in any case be justly compelled
thereto if he will pay such equivalent.

11. That retrospfjctive laws punisbing offences commit-
ted before the existence of such laws are oppressive and
unjust, and ought not to be made.

12. That every freeman for ev.ery injury done him in his
goods, lands, or person, by any other person, 'mght to have
remedy by the course of the law of the land, and oUlJhtto
hn'e justice and right for the injury done to him freely
without sale, fully without any denial, and speedily without
delay, according to the law of the land.

13. That trial by jury of the facts where they arise, is
one of the greatest securities of the lives, liberties, and
est.ates of the people.
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14. That in all prosecutions for criminal offences, every
man hath a right to be informed of the accusation against
him, to be allowed counsel, to be confronted with the
accusers or witnesses, to examine evidence on oath in his
favour, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury, without
whose unanimous consent he ought not to be found guilty.

15. That no man in the courts of common law ought to
be compelled to give evidence against himself.

16. That excessive bails ought not to be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel nor unusual punishments
inflicted. .

17. That all warrants without oath to search suspected
places, or to seize any person or his property, are grievous
and oppressive; and all general warrants to search suspected
places, or to apprehend all persons suspected, without naming
or describing the place or any person in special, are illegal
and ought not to be granted.

18. That a well-regulated Militia is the proper, natural,
and safe defence of a free Government.

19. That standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and
ought not to be raised or kept up witbout the consent of the
Legislature.

20. That in all cases and at all times the military ought
to be under strict subordination to and governed by the civil
power.

21. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any house
in time of peace without the consent of the owner; and in
time of war, in such manner only as the Legislature shall
direct.

22. That the independency and uprightness of judges are
essential to the impartial administration of justice, and a
great security to the rights and liberties of the people.

23. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably
preserved.

A true extract from the Journals of the Convention.
JAMES BOOTH, Clerk.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

Ata meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspec-
tion, and Correspondence, at the house of Adam Reigart,
the 11th September, 1776,

Present: William Atlee, Lodwick Lowman, William
Bowsman, Henry Dehuff, George Moor, Adam Reigart,
Sebastian Graff, and Andrew Graff. William Atlee in the
Chair.

Michael Sherrer yesterday brought a letter ii'om Colonel
Burd, with two of the Regulars, prisoners of war, here
named, William Chatten and James Parker, who had got as
far as into Northumberland County; thought proper to send
them to the Committee of Paxton, who, by said Sherrer,
forwarded them here, where they are now in confinement;
and it is ordered by the Committee that Mr. Atlee pay said
Sherrer, for his trouble and expenses in bringing down the
said prisoners, the sum of thirty-six shillings and four pence,
out of the Continental moneys in his hands.

Ordered, That the Chairman grant a pass to William
Gay, the son of Sergeant Gay, to go to ReadiTlf!:,with
accounts and papers from Adjutant Thompson to Captain
Crawford, of the T,",:enty-Sixth.

Ordered, That the Chairman grant a pass to Thomas
Deacon, of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, to go over to York,
to attend Captain Gordon as his servant.

John Smith, of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, is permitted
to work with George Cryder, shoemaker, he here in Com-
mittee engaging to be answerable for him, agreeable to the
resolves of Committee.

John Gostitch, of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, is per-
mitted to work with Leonard Eielclwttz, skin-dresser, he
here in Committee engaging to be answerable for him, aerree-
able to resolves of the Committee. "

William Woodill, of the Seventh Regiment, is permitted
to work with Henry Halfenstein, he here in Committee
engaging to be answerable for him, agreeable to the resolves
of the Comlbittee.

EDWARD RUTLEDGE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Brunswick, Wednesday evening, ~
Sept. 11,1776-10 o'clock. 5

My DEARSIR: Your favour of this morning is just put
into my hands. In answer, I must beg leave to inform you

that our conference with Lord lIowe has been attended
with no immediate advantages. He declared that he had
no powers to consider us as independent States; and we
easily discovered that were we still dependent, we would
have nothing to expect from those with which he is vested.
He talked altogether in generals; that he came out here to
consult, advise,and confer with gentlemen of the greatest
influence in the Colonies, about their complaints; that the
King would revise the acts of Parliament and Royal instruc-
tions, upon such reports as should be made; and appeared
to fix our redress upon his Majesty's good will and pleasure.
This kind of conversation lasted for several hours, and, as I
have already said, without any effect. .

Our reliance continues, therefore, to be (under G~d) on
your wisdom and fortitude, and that of your forces. That
you may be as successful as I know you are worthy, is my
most sincere wish.

I saw Mrs. Washington the evening before I left Phila-
delphia. She was well. I gave Mr. Griffin a letter from
her for you.

The gentlemen beg their respects. God bless you, my
dear sir!

Your most affectionatefriend,
To General Washington.

P. S. We wrote you about two hours ago, by the post.

E. RUTLEDGE.

SPEECH OF GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Tu the Council and Assembly of the said State, at a Ses-
sion of the General Assembly at PRINCETON.

Speech of His Excellency WILLIAMLIVINGSTON,Esquire,
Governour, Captain-General, and Commander-in-Chief
in and over the State of NEW-JERSEYand Territories
thereunto belonging, Chancellor and Ordinary of the
same:
GENTL}~MEN OF THE COUNCIl, AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

Considering how long the hand of oppression had been
stretched out against us, while the most assiduous applica-
tions for redress were either totally disregarded or treated
with insult-how long the system of despotism concerted
for our ruin had been insi'diously pursued, and was at len<rth
attempted to be enforced by the violence of war-rea~on
and conscience must have approved the measure, had we
sooner abjured that allegiance from which, not only by the
denial of protection but the hostile assaults on our persons
and properties, we were clearly absolved. It may, however
afford some consolation to every man duly regardful of th~
convictions of his own mind and the honour and reputation
of his country, that America deferred this important step
till the decisive alternative of absolute submission or utter
destruction, announced by a numerous fleet and army, had
extinguished all hope of obtaining justice, and the whole
Continent, save a few self-interested individuals, were unani-
mous. in the separation; in a word, till the most scrupulous
conscience could, on the maturest reflection, find itself jus-
tified, before God and man, in renouncing tbose tyrants who,
~rter ha~ing rav~ged a great part of Asia, and dissipated,
III venality and l'Iot, tbe treasures extorted from its innocent
inhabitants by the hand of rapine and blood, finaJly meant
to prolong their luxury and corruption by appropriating to
themselves the hard-earned competence of the American
world.

Thus constrained to assert our own Independence, and
dissolve all political connection with a nation insatiate with
plunde~, and deaf to the voice of reason, of justice, and
humamty, the late" Representatives of the Colony of New-
Jersey, in Congress assembled, did, pursuant to the advice
of the honourahle the Continental Con<rress,the supreme
council of the American Colonies, agree ~pon the form of a
Constitution,'1 which, by tacit acquiescence and open appro-
bation, bath since received the assent and concurrence of
the good people of ~his State, to whose consideration it was
for that purpose submitted.

Agreeable to this Constitution, you, gentlemen, have been
chosen the Legislative Council and Assembly ofthisState' and
being jointly met, bave, in further pursuance of it, proc~~ded

. to the choice of a Governour. Ha viner conferred that honour
upon one who feels himself very unequal to the task, but at
the same time upon onewho, having,during the whole con-
test, taken an active part in opposing the meditated bond-
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3ge, now disdains, in its most perilous period, to s~rink from
a station which must render IJlm peculIarly obnoxIous to the
comllJ9n enemy, he can, with great s!ncerity, ass~re you that
it shall be his constant endeavour faithfully to dIscharge the
trust reposed in him. He is, moreover, confident, that how
greatly soeVer you may find yourselves deceived in tl~e
favourable opinion you may have been pleased to enterta~n
of hjs (ibiJities, he will never give you any reason to call In
question the rectitude of his int.enti~ns. .,.

Gentlemen, in the present situatIOn of affaIrs, It IS abso-
lutely necessary to turn 01,11'tirst attention to the operations
of war.

.

The pay of our Militia, lately calle
.

d out for the defence
of :New-York, (which has acquired signal renown by the
spirit and a]acrity with which it engaged in the. ~~mmon
cause,) admits of po delay. That of half our MIlitIa now
on duty will be due in It few days. .

Some furtber regulations respecting the better orderIng
the Militia, merit your speedy attention.

A law for regulating the impressing of such articles as
tbe exigencies of the service may require, is of great impor-
tance.

No allowance having been made for the provender of the
Light-Horse when in actual service, and it being impossible,
from their perpetual station a!ld ~eing frequ~ntly empl~ye.d
as expresses for the ComrnIssafles to provIde them, It IS
reasonable die men should be allowed an equivalent for
keeping their horses themselves.. .

The fixing the seat of Government In some convement
and plentiful part of the State, calls for your seasonable
deliberation.

Such other matters as may occur to me during the ses-
sion, and appear more particularly cond?ciye to give vigour
to the Executive branch of the Constitution, 1 shall take
the liberty to lay before you.

To enable me, gentlemen, the more successfully to exe-
cute the arduous office wherewith your unsought and unex-
pected predilection hath invested me, it affects me with
singular pleasure to find both Houses composed of the ruost
respectable characters. Thi;; affords a happy presage of
your zeal and unanimity in promoting the true emolument
of that State of which the uncorrupted voice of a free peo-
ple has made YOllthe guardi~ns and pr~tect~rs. A~ it is
ou\" indispensable duty, may It .be our Invanable al[~. to
exhibit to our constituents the bl'lghtest examples of a dISIn-
terested love for the common weal; and be inflexible in our
resolution to know neither friend nor favourite, whenever
his solicitations appea~.incompatible wit~ the gen.eral good.
In our publick capacIties we ought to l'Ise supel'lo?r ~o.all
private attachment?l' resentment, and make the Intrms'c.k
merit of every candidate for an office our sole rule for hIs
promotion. Let us, gentlemen, both by precept and prac-
tice, encourage a spirit of econom~, industry, and patriotism,
and that publick integrity and l'lghteousness which ca?not
fail to exalt a nation; settinO'our faces, at the same tIme,
like a flint, against that dissol~teness of manners and politi-
cal corruption which will ever be the reproaeh of any peo-
ple. May the foundation of our infant State be I~id. in
virtue and the fear of God, and the superstructUre wIlIl'lse

'glorious, and endure for ages! ~hen may .w.e humbly
expect the blessing of'"' the Most H1gh, who divIdes to the
nations their inheritance, and separates the sons of Adam.
In fine, gentlemen, while we are applauded by the whole
impartial world, for demolishing the old fabl'ick, rotten and
ruinous as it was, let u's unitedly strive to approve oUl'seives
master-builders, by giving beauty, strength, and stability to
the new. tW rL. LIVINGSTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS...
[Read September 13, 1776.]

New-York, September II. 1776.

SIR: I was yesterday honoured with your favour of the
8th instant, accompanied by sundry resolutions of Congress,
to which 1 shall pay the strictest attention, and, in the
instances required, make them the future rule of my con-
duct.

The mode of negotiation pursued by Lord Howe I did
not approve of; but as General Sullivan was sent out upon
the business and with a message to Congress, I could not
conceive myself at liberty to interfere in the matter, as he
was in the character of a prisoner and totally subject to
their power and direction.

The list of prisoners before omitted through hurry, is now
enclosed, though it will probably have reached Congress
before this.

1 shall write by the first opportunity for Major Hausegger
to repair to Philadelphia; he is in the Northern Army; and
will also mention the several appointments in consequence
of CoJonel St. Clair's promotion.

As soon as Generals Prescott and McDonald arrive, I
shall take measures to advise General Howe of it, that the
proposed exchange for General Sullivan and Lord Stirling
may be carried into execution. ,

Since my letter of the 8th nothing material has occurred,
except that the enemy have possessed themselves of lJ'Ion-
tressor's Island, and landed a considerable number of troops
upon it. This Island lies in the mouth of Harlem River,
which runs out of the Sound into the North River, and
will give the enemy an easy opportunity of landing either
on the low grounds of Morrisiana, if their views are to
seize and possess the passes above King's Bridge; or on the
plains of Harlem, if they design to intercept and cut off the
communication between our several posts. 1 am making
every disposition and arrangement that the divided state of
our troops will admit of, and which appear most likely and
the best calculated to oppose their

.

attacks, for 1 presume
there will be several. How the event will be, God only
knows; but you may be assured that nothing In my }Jower,
circumstanced as I am, shall be wanting to effect a favour-
able and happy issue.

By my letter of the 8th you will perceive that several of
the Council were for holding the town, conceiving it practi-
cable for some time. Many of 'em now, upon seeing our
divided state, have altered their opinion, and allow the ex-
pediency and necessity of concentrating our who]e force, or
drawing it more together. Convinced of the prop[iety of
this measure, 1 am ordering our stores away, except such as
may be absolutely necess~ry to kee~ as long as ~ny ~I'OOpS
remain, that if an evacuation of the city becomes mevltable,
and which certainly must be the case, there may be as little
to remove as possible.

The enclosed packet contains several letters for particular
members of Congress, and for some gentlemen in Phila-
delphia. They came to hand yesterday, and were brought
from France by a Captain Levez, lately arrived at Bedford,
in the Massachusetts State. I mllst request the favour of
you to open the packet and to have the letters put in a
proper channel of conveyance to the gentlemen they are
addressed to.

I have the honour to be, with
your most obedient servant,

the highest esteem, sir,

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL ORDERS.

He!\d-Q.uarters, New-York, September 9, 1776.
(Parole, M~tflin.) (Oounterslgn, Putnam.)

Princeton. September H. 1776. m l ' RElias lJ'Iatthew, appointed Quartermaster to .LY er s e-
"Deut. xxxii. 8. giment..
tPHILADELPHIA, October. 1776.-ln the ~peech of bisEx~ellen~y Gardner Carpenter, appoInted Paymaster to Colonel

Governour Livingston there is a passage whIch ought to be printed In R . , R .
letters of gold, tbt it might engage the attention of the most needless untmgton s eglment.
.Ilme,'ican. The pass!\"e I mean ISas follows: The Colonelsor CommandingOfficersof Regiments,or

"The mpE! scrupul~us conscience could, on the mature3t reflection,
Paymasters where appointed, are immediately to preparefind itself justified, before God and man, ~n renounc!ng th0.se tyra~ts
and send I' n the. ir Pay abstracts for the months of July. andwho, after having ravaged a great P!\t:to~ ,.1sla,and dlss~pated, In venality

and riot,the treasures extorted from ItSmnocent mhabltants by the hand August. The Paymaster will attend. at his old .office at
of rapine and blood, finally meant to prolong their luxury and corrup-

Mr. Lis :penard's, on Thursda y and Ehday, to. receIve thoselion by appropriating to \hemse1ves the hard-earned competence of the
A d I,.1mericanworld." . . . .. of the division under General Putnam. . time an pace

This observ.ation IS true!!s the vOice of truth Itsl\lf. It IS highly will. be appointed in gen.eral orders to:mo~r?\~, to receiveimportant. J\by it make a lasting impression on the mind of every
those of Generals Heath's and Sp encer s dIvIsions.one who wishes well to mankind! R.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II. 19
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Mr. Adjutant Bradford to do the dllty of Brigade Major
to General Nixon's Brigade, during Major Box's illness.

The Maryland Brigade being ordered to march, General
Fellows to supply two hundred and fifty men in their stead,
till further orders.

The several Brigade Majors are required to have their
men on the grand parade at eight o'clock every Monday
precisely, or they will be publickly reprimanded. The
late relief of the guards is a subject of general complaint.
No failure of duty in the Adjutant will excuse, unless the
Adjutant is put in arrest.

Head.Quarters, New.York, September 10, 1776.
(Paro:., Marblehead.) (Count.r.ign, Orange.)

Major Popst, of Colonel Kachlein's Battalion, having
been tried by a Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Silliman
was President, on a charge of "cowardice and shamefully
abandoning his post on Long-Island, the 28th of August,"
is acquitted of cowardice but convicted of misbehaviour in
the other instance. He is, therefore, sentenced to be dis-
missed the Army, as totally unqualified to hold a military
commiSSion.

Adjutant Spangenburg and Lieutenant Kachlein, tried
for the same offence, were acquitted. The General ap-
proves the sentence as to Spangenburg and Kachlein, and
orders them to join their Regiment. But as there is reason
to believe further evidence can soon be obtained with
respec~ to the Major, he is to continue under arrest till they
can attend.

The Brigade Major of the day to carry the parole and
countersign to the several Guards as formerly, taking care
that it be done early.

The Brigade Majors are directed to have the several
Regiments join in Brigade as often as possible, and to be
very careful that they are thoroughly acquainted with their
alarm posts and the lines they are to man.

The General observes with great concern, that too little
care is taken to prevent the men straggling from their quar-
ters and encampments, so that in case of a sudden attack,
it will be difficult to collect them; he therefore most
anxiously desires both officers and men would attend to it,
and consider how much their safety and success depend
upon their being at hand when wanted. The order for
calling the roJIthree times a day is to be punctuaJIy oheyed,
and any' officer omitting it will be brought to a court-
martial.

Great complaints are made of the Adjutants, as being
irregular and remiss in duty. The General informs them
that he expects an alacrity and despatch of business equal
to the importance of their situation, and will certainly make
some examples, if (which he sincerely hopes may not be
the case) there should be any further reason for complaint.

The Court-Martial to sit to-morrow for the trial of Cap-
tain Rapaijee, confined by Colonel Lasher for refusing to
do duty.

Major Scammel is appointed a temporary assistant to the
Adjutant General, and is to repair to General Heath's di-
vision. He is to be obeyed and respected accordingly.

Head-Q.uarters, New-York, September 11,1716.
(Paro]., moter.) (Countersign, .6ibany.)

Robert Williams, of Colonel Glover's Regiment, is ap-
pointed Paymaster to said Regiment.

William Arnold and Samuel Clark, of Captain Smith's
Company, Colonel Smallwood's Regiment; DanielDollovel,
of Captain Hardenberg's Company, tried by a Court-Mar-
tial, whereof Colonel Malcom was President, on a charge of
"plundering the house lately occupied by Lord Stirling;"
Donovel was convicted of the crime, and sentenced to re-
ceive thirty-nine lashes, the others acquitted. The General
approves the sentence, orders the latter to join their Regi-
ment, and Donovelto be whippedto-morrow,on the grand
parade, before the guards march off. The Provost Mar-
shal to see it executed, Colonel Ritzema's Regiment being
removed.

Peter Richards, Sergeant in the General's Guard, con-
victed by the same Court-Martialof "abusin<Tand striking
Captain Gibbs," sentenced to be reduced to the ranks, and
whipped thirty-nine lashes. The General approves the
sentence, and orders it to be executed to-morrow morning,
at the head of the company, at eight o'clock.

Colonel Palfrey, Paymaster, will receive the pay abstracts,
agreeable to yesterday's .orders, of General Spencer's di.
vision, at General McDougall's quarters, near .Harlem, on
Saturday and Sunday; of General Heath's division at
hi;; Head.Quarters, at any time.

The Commanding Officers of Colonel Silliman's, Colonel
Lewis's, Colonel Mead's and Colonel Thompson's Regi-
ments, to examine the state of the ammunition of their
Regiments, it being reported that their men on guard last
night were deficient.

John Christy, of Colonel IIumphry's Regiment, con-
victed by a Court-Martial, whereof Coionel Malcom was
President, of "desertion," ordered to receive thirty-nine
lashes. The General approves the sentence and orders it
to be executed to-morrow, at the usual time and place.

Such Regiments whose Paymasters have not been named
in general orders, are by their Field Officers immediately
to recommend suitable persons to the General for that office.
Every recommendation is to be signed by the Field Officers
of the Regiments who are present.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MERCER.

New-York, September 11, 1776.

SIR: I have received your favour by Colonel weedon.
As it seems e~'ery day more probable' that the posts at .
King's Bridge will be occupiedby this army,and the prin-
cipal defence made there, I baveorderedColonelBradley's
regimentto moveIi.omBergen, as that post does not seem
to be an object of the enemy's attention. I am in doubt
whether it is necessary for you to replace this regiment, or
leave it to the remaining troops. As you best know what
number there are from your camp at that post, I must leave
it to you to direct a furtber supply or not, as, under all
circumstances, you think best and necessary. We find a
moving camp will require a greater number of wagons than
was ex.pected. If Mr. Biddle could engage about fifty of
the common country wagons, or in proportion of the Phila-
delphia teams, to go up to Burdett's Ferry, it would greatly
relieve us. The idea of impressing is very disagreeable,
and only to be adopted in case of the most urgent necessity.
The enemy is taking post on the Islands about IIell-Gate,
so as to make a landing with the greater ease and conve-
nience. Weare endeavouring to give them a suitable
reception, and hope they will not be able to execute their
scheme.

I am, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General Mercer, New-Jersey.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head.Quarters, New.York, September 11, 1776.

SIR: I am c.ommanded ~y his Excellency to acknowledge
yours of last mght, and to Inform you that he is fully sensi-
ble that you are deficient in men, which is not only the case
of your post, but of every other one, which he well knew
would inevitably be the consequence, when it was determined
that our defence should be divided and extended to so
many objects. This having been determined Oil, and the
point of attack uncertain, our attention must be had to every
part where it is likely to fall.

That you may be reinforced, his Excellency has issued
orders for Colonel Ward's regiment at Burdett's Ferry im-
mediately to CI"OSSand be under your direction. He also
desires that you would selld out and get information, if you
can, of the Connecticut Militia and Liaht Horse , and "iveo b
them orders to ad vance as fast as possible, and take such
stations as you shall think most proper.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
ROBT. H. HARRISON.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL GATES.

New-York, September 11, 1776.
My DEAR GENERAL: Congress having been pleased to

appoint Major Hanssegger to the command of a German
battalion, and signified their earnest desire of his repairing
immediately to Philadelphia, I have it in command from
his Excellency to request that he may set out for that place

without delay. They have also appointed Joseph Wood,
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Esq., Colonel of the regiment lateJy commanded by C010nel
St. Clair; Thomas Craig, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel; Wil-
liam Bntler, Esq., Major. .

[ could wish to write you a line or two more, but as I
cannot for want of time, I shall conclude with my best
wishes for your happiness.

Yours affectionately, ROBT. H. HARRISON.

CERTIFICATE ON WISNER'S POWDER MILL.

In Commiltee, Wallkill, Ulster County, September 11, 1776.

This is to certify that Henry Wisner, Jun., has made
sufficient proof to this Committee tbat he had manufactured
at his Mill nine thousand one hundred and eighty-four
pounds gunpowder, between the 1st of March and the 9th of
Jltne last.

By order of the Committee:
WILLIAM WILLKIN, Chairman.

To the Honourable the Representatives of the State of
New- York.

In Committee, Wallkill, Ulster Counly, September 11, 1776.

This is to certify that Messrs. Henry Wisner, Jun., and
Morris Phillips have made sufficient proof to tbis Commit-
tee, agreeable to a resolve of Congress, that they bad erected
a Powder-Mill in this precinct, and bad her complete at
work by the 20th of May last. And also, that sufficient
proof has been made as aforesaid, that there was manufac-
tured at said mill, one thousand four hundred and fifty-nine
pounds of good merchantable gunpowder in seven days suc-
cessively.

By order of the Committee: . ,
WILLIAM WILLKIN, Chairman.

To the Honourable the R~presentatives of the State of
New- York.

GENERAL SCIIUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 11, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: At eleven this morning, I received
your favour of the 7th continued to the 8th, with the sev-
eral enclosures. I was in hopes to have received some
inte]]igence of what occasioned the cannonade heard at
Crown Point, on Friday the 5th. I have n(lt heard a word
from Colonel Dayton since my last to you. Many of the
Militia are already arrived in this town and at Schenectady,
where I have halted them, until, by intelligence from you and
Colonel Dayton, I shall be enabled to judge which way it
will be most necessary to conduct them.

Colonel Gansevoort is strangely mistaken to suppose that
I ordered Colonel Van Dyck's corps to this place. I sha]]
immediately order him back. He is not yet arrived here.
It would be far from prudent, even if Colonel Dayton's
information prove groundless, to draw what few troops are

.upon the western communication from thence; for as sure
as we do, the enemy will attempt to distress us in that
quarter. At this place we have no troops except two com-
panies of Van Schaick's, so very incomplete by desertion
and sickness, that they are hardly sufficient for the necessary
guards of the stores and magazines. Veeder's and Vosbrugh's
company of Wynkoop's, are employed in repairing the roads.
If they are taken /i'om that, all supplies must stop. Even
now the roads are extremely bad.

I have ordered Mr. Douw immediately to his post. He
informed me that he was here by your leave. Major Pierce
is gone down the country, when or where I do not know.
As soon as I can find where he is, he will be sent up.

As you will be best able to judge whether Colonel Phin-
ney ought to be moved from Fort George, when Colonel
Van Dyck anives there, you will give orders accordingly,
and I shall also write to Colonel Gansevoort on the subject.

I have wrote to Congress and General Washington that
as soon as I return from eitber Tryon County or Tionde-
roga, to either of which I must go accordingly as intelligence
determines, I shall resign my commission and insist upon a
hearing.

I have advised them of the necessity of having a General
Officer at this place, and as you will command in chief, it
is necessary that you should in time fix your own mind on
the person that will be most proper for it. I believe my

countrymen will be astonished to find that I shall not only
clearly exculpate myself of a]J the infamous charges laid to
me, but point out that they ought to be bestowed elsewhere.

I am, dear General, with every friendly wish, your most
obedient, humble servant, PII. SCIIUYLER.
To the Hon. General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

September 11, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your letters of the 7th and 8th are
now before me. I can make no judgment of the depend-
ence that ought to be placed upon the Indian intelligence
sent Colonel Dayton from Onondaga and Oneida; a small
diversion that way, it is natural to conclude, the enemy may
think will divide our force and cause tbis important pass to
be weakened in a considerable degree of its defence; there-
fore any drafts Ii'om hence should be made with the utmost
wisdom and caution, and upon no account made at all before
certain information is actually received tbat the enemy are
to the east end of the Oneida Lake. Are the Indians who
gave Colonel Dayton the informationsuch men as you
confide in? or is there any reason to suspect they are paid
for giving the alarm?

I have published the order you desired, in regard to the
arrival of the Commissioners of Accounts at Albany, and to
the measures those who have received the publick money
are to take to have their accounts settled; but it certainly
would be highly proper for those gentlemen to come here
immediately, as I cannot spare General Arnold from his
command, nor any of the publick officers from their duty at
this post. Besides, there are many demands due to poor
inhabitants here and at Crown Point, which it would be
distressing them exceedingly to be obliged to go to Albany
to be paid. As to Mr. Avery, I desire not to be concerned
in the dispute between him and Mr. Livingston. It is a
matter of moonshine to me who is Commissary, so the troops
are weB supplied. I shall take care you do not want
returns of men and provisions upon this ground. I have
sent those continuaBy, and now send you one of this day's
date. General Waterbury, with the row-galleys, is now
here. They are fitting for service with the utmost expe-
dition. I wish Colonel Wynkoop were sent to Skenes-
borough to command there. I hope his health is reestab-
lished.

The Congress may think as they please, but unless the
officers for the upper staff of the army are taken from the
troops, I see not how this army is to be supplied. You
cannot take Assistant Deputy Quartermaster-Generals, &c.,
&c., &c., as you do cannon carriages, from the stumps of
trees. You desire I would recommend a Mustermaster,
and you will send him a commission. Mr. Peter Huges, I
believe to be an honest, sensible man of business. There
is a variety of trees in these woods, and but few that bear
such fruit. Your news, and every body's news, and all the
news from New- York, want a something to make it com-
plete. Clear up tbis obscurity as soon as you can. This
moment I received the enclosed letter fromGeneral Arnold.
General Waterbury and two of tbe row-ga]]eys are now
here; the third is hourly expected from Skeen. The
General promises to lose no time in preparing them for
action, and sailing instantly to join General Arnold. I
shall be careful to send a timely supply to the fleet. I send
you by this conveyance the Tyonderoga mail. I desire
you will order the postmaster to send in it all the letters in
his office for this army, sealed up to you, and I must beg
you to forward it here.

.

Colonel Wigglesworth, with Lieutenant Calderwood, in
two batteaus, with men and provisions, and the last gondola,
joined the fleet in a short time after General Arnold's
express came away, so that the fleet now consists of thirteen
sail. Pray forward as much pork as possible; the fleet wiB
want a considerable quantity. I send to Gilliland's, and
the inhabitants in the rear of the fleet, to supply General
Arnold with all the fresh beef and mutton, garden stuff,
&c., that they can furnish. While we are uppermost
Gilliland and the rest will take our money; it is a1l we can
hope from them.

I am astonished at the calumnies that go to Congress
against General Arnold, and more ast~nished they should
be one moment attended to. To be a man of honour) and

...
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in an exalted station, will ever excite envy in the mean and
undeserving. I am confident the Congress will view what-
ever is whispered against General Arnold as the foul stream
of that poisonOilSfountain, detraction. My respectful com-
pliments wait upon the ladies.

I am, dear General, &c.,
To General Schuyler.

Ho. GATES.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, September 11, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, Major Backus, has the command of the
troops of Light-Horse nOw ordered from this State to ren-
dezvous at or near Westchester, and there attend your
Excellency's orders. I take tbe liberty to introduce him to

_ you as an officer prepared to execllte your orders to the best
of his power, and hope, under your direction, he may do his
country good service.

I am, sir, with great truth and regard, your obedient,
humble servant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.
To His ExcelIency General Washington.

N. B. A Major is the chief officer in each regiment of
Light-Horse formed by this State.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, September 11,1776.

SIR: The bearer, Gurdon Saltonstall, Esq., Brigadier-
General of the regiments of Militia now ordered to march
and rendezvous at or near Westchester, I beg leave to intro-:-
duce to your Excellency as a worthy man, a steady and
warm friend to the States of America, and an old, tried, and
faithful servant of this State, and wish he may meet with
that favour and countenance from your Excellency as his
zea.l and services deserve.

I am, sir, with great truth and regard, your obedient,
humble servant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.
To His Excellency General Washington.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, September 11th, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Governonr, His Honour the
Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
Titus Hosmer, William Hillhouse, Nathaniel Wales, Jun.,
Be/yamin Huntington, Jedediah Elderkin, Esq'rs.

Voted, That a draft be made on the Pay-Table for the
sum of £500 Os. Od., in favour of Ebenezer Backus, Esq.,
Major aud Commander of the Second and Fourth Regi-
ments of Horse, now ordered to march towards New- York,
to enable him to provide for and support the gentlemen of
the Horse, under his command, on said expedition, he
giving his receipt to be accountable therefor. (Order drawn
September 11, 1776, delivered Major Backus.)

Voted, That the Committee of Pay-Table be, and they
are directed to liquidate the accounts of the Selectmen of
the several towns, incurred in furnishing the Militia with
guns and other warlike stores and equipments for service,
and draw for the payment thereof, in the same manner
as was directed by the General Assembly for the troops
last raised by them.

COLONEL J.IVINGSTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Saybrook, September 11, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUREXCELLENCY: Since my last by
Lieutenant Smith, I have been able to collect no assistance.
The Militia of Southold, about one hundred and fifty in
number, deserted me at the River-Head, on my way to
Huntington, having heard that Long-Island was given up
to the enemy. Colonel JYlulford was gathering the Militia
of South and Easthampton when this report (industriously
circulated by our enemies) was spread among them. In
vain I endeavoured to remove the fallacy. Colonel Smith's
regiment, having been dismissed by their Colonel, arrived
in small parties and confirmed the report. .

I received, at the same time, letters from the town of
Runtington, praying me, for God's sake, not to advance
any farther, as they had already submitted to the enemy,
and much feared that terms would not be granted them

should I proceed any farther. These considerations, to-
gether with a fear that our retreat might be cut off, as I had
engaged no boats to take off the troops, induced me to
determine a retreat, which was effected on the 2d of Sep-
tember. In three hours after, we arrived at this place. Since
that time I have almostconstantlybeenemployedin assist-
ing the unfortunate inhabitants of Long-Island to remove.
their stock. On my way from the Rtver-Hedd, hearing
tbat the disaffected in and about Huntington were disarming
our friends, I took the same method, and have collected
about two hundred and thirty-six small arms, have also
brought off six pieces of ordnance--one nine, one twelve,
and four six-pounders-all unmounted; five quarter casks.
powder, two and a half boxes of ball, one hundred and
ninety cartouch-boxes, one hundred and sixty powder-
horns, (filled,) one hundred and fifty-three bayonets.
Before I left Long-Island the towns of Easthampton
and Southampton had sent for their pal'dons to Lord
Howe. Since I have left it they have almost universally
taken the oath of allegiance to his Britannick Majesty, ten-
dered to them by Colonel Gardiner. I have since taken
him, and have him now in custody at this place, with two
others. Governour Trumbull has appointed a committee to
examine them, and if they merit tbe ind(,jlgence, to permit
them the liberty of a town in Connecticut, on their parole.
The Governou~ has also sent about two hundred and eighty
men to my assIstance, as my own are not to be depended
on, their connexions being on Long-Island. Twenty-one
deserted on the day of our retreat; since that, many others.
This has reduced the detachment to a trifle.

I propose sailing from this place forHuntington to-morrow
morning, and hope to have an Ofportunity of being servicea-
ble. The whole of the troops shall have with me wilI be
about four bundred and twenty. I am thus particular, as I
understand YOUI'Excellency was informed I had a greater
number. I believe if ten thousand men were sent on the
east end of Long-Island, they would give a very unexpected
turn to affairs; the diversion would certamly surprise our
enemies. I would not have had the presumption to men-
tion this had I not heard it was your Excellency's intention.
They are now perf!;:ctly secure. Their whole attention is
bent on their operations at New- York.

I send enclosed a true state of tbe detachment under my
care, and remain, with respect, your Excellency's most
obedient, humble servant,

HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Excellency General Washington.
P. S. The enclosed are the Proclamations of Generals

Howe and Erskine, which I intercepted at River-Ilead.

A General Return of a detachment of Colonel
Regiment, or the First Regiment of YORKERS,com-
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel LIVINGSTON,September
12, 1776.
Present-l Lieutenant-Colonel, 3 Captains, 6 Lieuten-

ants, 3 Ensigns, 1 Adjutant, 10 Sergeants, 10 Corporals,
5 Drums and Fifes.

Rank and File Effective-178 present, fit for duty, 16
on command, 2 on furlough, 28 deserted; total 224.

Arms-320 good, 60 bad.
A true return, except two Sergeants and two Corporals

on command. As Commanding officer of the regiment, I
have taken upon me to nominate an Adjutant, until your
ExceIJency's pleasure is known. I shalJ be joined to-
morrow by Captain Leffingwell's Independent company
of fifty men, and three companies of Colonel fVolcott's
regiment, sixty men each, by Governour Trumbull's order.
They are commanded by Major Ely, who is commanded to
act in concert with me.

I remain your Excellency's most obedient, humble ser-
vant, HENRYB. LIVINGSTON.
To His ExceIJency General Washington.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Saybrook, September 11, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: I am just now applied
to by Mr. Marvin for the arms I have taken from the
Militia on Long-Island. I have collected about two hundred
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and thirty-six stands-about one hundred and ninety of them
complete with bayonets. If your Honour has occ'asion fOf
any or all of them, they will be delivered to your order.,
The Militia, or owners of them, were, if they came over to
the main, to have them on their Rpplication. However, if
they are to be again retumed, I should imagine it would be
no detriment to the owner to have them in the service,
provided they knew who to apply to for them hereafter. I
did intend to take them over with with me t9 Long-Island,
in order to put them in the hands of those who should join
us in defence of the Isle; but if your Honour has need of
them they shall be delivered.

I remain yout Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Honour Governour Tr'Umbull.

COLONEL L'l'viNGSTON TO MA.TOR ELY.

Saybrook, September 11,1776.

SIR: Since I received your favour, I received a letter
from Governour Trumbull, acquainting me with your desti-
nation. I should be glad you would immediately get in
readiness your little detachment to proceed in conjunction
with me to Huntington, as nothing of consequence can be
achieved short of that place. I shall join you some time
to-morrow at Hashemomuck Beach, or as soon as I can get
in readiness. I have some reason to think a very powerful
diversion will shortly be made on Long-Island. Keep
secret our destination, or my design may be frustrated. If
we are expeditious we may be of infinite service.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To Major John Ely.

ORDERS BY THE SEU:CTMEN OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON

RELATING TO TlIE SMALL-POX.

Boston, September, 11,1776.

It appearing to the Town, at their late meeting, that there
were bnt few persons then sick 'with the Small-Pox, the
Committees who had visited the several Wards were directed
to revisit them, and cause that such houses as were unoc-
cupied and suspected of being infected, be wen smoked and
cleansed; as also to make strict inquiry how the orders
given the inhabitants for cleaning the houses that had been
infected have been complied with. The Selectmen were
also directed to put the resolve of the General Court and
the several laws now in force relative to the small-pox into
immediate and strict execution, and to take the same meas-
ures to rid the town of infection as have been practised to
prevent that disease from spreading in the town.

In compliance with the above, the Selectmen are deter-
mined to remove any persons who may be taken with the
small-pox, and to prosecute those who neglect to give in-
formation of any in their families who have that distem-
per.

By order of the Selectmen:
WILLIAMCOOPER,Town-Clerk.

Annapolis, September 12,1776.

B. T. B. Worthington, Charles Carroll, Barrister, and
Samuel Chase, Esqs., Delegates for this County in Conven-
tion, having received instructions from their constituents
directing them in framing of a Government to vote for
measmes in their opinion incompatible with good govern-
ment and the publick peace and happiness, resigned their
seats in Convention, and on Wednesday last a new election
was held for this County. On Saturday afternoon the polloit
were closed, and John Hall, B. T. B. Worthington, and
Samuel Chase, Esqs., were declared and returned duly
elected.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO MESSRS. VANBIBBER AND
HARRISON.

[No. 178,] Annapolis, September 12, 1776.

GENTLEMEN : Your favours of the 9th, Q4th, and :25th of
July, and August 1st and 15th, are before us. It has been
unlucky for this State, as well as for you, that so many of
onr outward-bound vessels have miscarried. 'We have been

tolerable lucky in our importations, having only lost the
adventures by Scott and Simmerton, that we as yet hear of.
Captain Luce is safe arrived in Delaware, and we daily
expect to hear of the arrival of the rest of the powder yqu
advise us that you have and are about to ship. Weare
very solicitous to charter or buy vesse]s to load Ollt to your
address, as we want a large sum of money in your hands

'for the purchase of salt, arms, coarse cloths, b1ankets, and
lead, but we fear that we shall be disappointed in procming
as many as we want. You will, therefore, if possible,
charter or buy vessels wi6 you, and load them in with salt
as far as thit.ty thousand bushels, and draw bills upon us or
upon Messrs. Willing, Morris B; Co., at Philadelphia, and
you may depend upon their being duly honoured. Next to
salt, we want a large quantity of coarse cloths, blankets,
sail-duck, light as well as heavy, lead, and muskets. We
do not restrict you in price, but leave it to you to do the
best you can for the State of Maryland, 'and your bills for
the whole or any part thereof will be paid.

We are, &c.
To Messrs. Vanbibber B; lIarrison.
P. S. Your bill on T. Johnson, Esq., wiI be duly hon-

outed.

MARYLAND COUNCIJ, OF SAFETY TO MESSRS. VANBIBBER AND
HARRISON.

[No. 179.] Annapolis, September 12, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have invoice and bill of

lading for twenty-five hogsheads tobacco, two hundred bar-
rels superfine flour, and one hundred barrels bread, on
account of this State, which we wish may get safe to hand
and to a good market. You will be pleased to despatch
Captain Conway with a light load of salt and such of the
articles as you can purchase for us, as recommended to you
in our letter of equal date with this.

We are, &c.

To Messrs. Vanbibber B; Harrison.

PHILIP THOllUS TO MATTHEW TILGHMAN.

Fredericktown, Septeml>er ]2, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by the Committee to inform the Con-
vention that there are many deserters from our regiment
now in this and the Upper District, and that they have
sufficient reasons to believe they are secreted by their friends.
Under these circumstances, the Committee wish the Con-
vention to take some order therein, as they conceive the
interposition of their authority may be necessary for the
speedy apprehending them and discouraging desertion in
fUlme.

r am likewise to mention, that there have been and still
are several sick soldiers lodged in this town, belonging to
the Continental army, and as no provision hath been made
for them, r am to request your directions.

I am, sir, with great respect, your very obedient servant,
PHILIP THOMAS,

of Committee Correspondence.

To the Hon.Matthew Tilghman, Esq., President of Con-
vention.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War-Office, September 12, 1776.

SIR: By direction of Congress to the Board of War, [

have procured two of the Philadelphia Light-Horse to
conduct the Generals Prescott and McDonald to yoUt'
Excellency, to be exchanged, agreeable to the resolve of
Congress, for the Generals Sullivan and Lord Stirling. I
have directed the gentlemen of the escort to stop short at
some safe place on the road, and send off an ex press to
your Excellency for your directions in the matter.

The Generals are on their parole not to attempt an
escape or take any steps contrary to the ru1es of war, but
to deliver themselves to your Excellency for your proper
disposal of them, until their exchange can be effected.

1 have the honour to be your obedient, humble servant,
RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

To His Excellency General Washington, &c., &c., New-
York.
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ROBERT GATES TO COLONEL STEWART.

Princeton, September ]2, 1776.

DEARSIR: It gives me great concern to find by your
letter of the 26th of August, which I received last Saturday,
that my answer to one you were so kind as to favour me
with some time ago had not then come to hand. I hope
you will not impute this to negligence, as it has been my
desire to keep up a correspondence you assure me will give
so much satisfaction to yourself and my friends. To pre-
vent your letters from miscarrying for the future, please send
them in my father's packet; Mr. Francis Lewis will do me
the favour to convey mine in th~ President's packet.

You inform me that General Arnold with the fleet is gone
down the Lake. When I consider the march he performed,
and his actions before Quebeck, I join with you in making
no doubt but he will signalize himself.

Many remarkable things have happened in this part of
the world; one thing in particular, that our troops should
abandon Long-Island. I will not pretend to give you a
circumstantial account of the action upon this place; let it
suffice to say in the language of the people, "We were
out-generaled, they were out-fought." It is reported in
town to-day that,the New-England Militia have come upon
the back of the Regulars on Long-Island; Lord.Stirling
and General Sullivan were both taken prisoners in the en-
gagement. The latter had a long conversation with Lord
Howe, who permitted him on his parole to go to the Con-
gress and settle an exchange of prisoners, (my Lord and
himself for Prescott and ~Jt1cDonald,)and to tell the Con-
gress that he should be glad to converse with any of the
members of the Congress, not as members of that body, but
as private gentlemen. The Congress sent Mr. J. Adams,
Dr. Franklin, Mr. Rutledge, as Commissioners from the
Congress of the United States. They met day before yes-
terday on Staten-Island, where, as far as we hear, they
conversed two hours; but they did not converse on publick
matters, Lord Howe having told them that he could not
confer with them as members of Congress, being not author-
ized so to do by his commisS'ion. They this day passed
through on their return to Philadelphia.

I am very sorry that Major Peirce has been so ill ; hope
he is by this time recovered, and that I shall soon have the
happiness to hear from him. Pray remember me affection-
ately to him. I am much obliged to you for your kind
inquiries concerning my health. The journey to Princeton
quite drove that mean companion, the ague, away.

Remember me to Major Lewis, Colonel Trumbull, and
Mr. Clajon. Adieu, my dear sir.

Yours sincerely and affectionately,
To Colonel Walter Stewart.

R. GATES.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Quarters, New-York, September 12, 1776.

SIR: His ExceJlency being called from Head-Quarters
to-day on business of importance, which prevents his writing,
I therefore do myself the honour to inform Congress of what
has happened since his letter of yesterday.

Last evening the enemy transported a number of men
fi'om Buchanan's to Montressor's Island, and by tbeir se\'eral
movements more strongly indicate their intention to land
somewhere about Harlem or Marrisiana-most likely at
both at the same time.

This morning one of the ships that has been for some
time in the Sound moved down towards Hell-Gate, but the
tide leaving her she could not get near enough to bring her
guns to bear upon our fortification. If she means to attack
it, it is probable she will warp in the next tide. Their bat-
teaus have kept up a pretty constant fire against ours at that
place, but without any considerable effect. This morning
they opened a new one.

I do not °recollect any other material occurrence, and shaH
only add, that I have the honour to be, with the highest
respect, sir, your most obedient sen'ant,

ROBERT H. HARRISON.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
.

He~d-Quarters, New-York, September 12,1776.

SIR: I yesterday received the favour of your letter of

the 9th, with its several enclosures, and am extremely happy
that your honourable body had anticipated my recommenda-
tion, by resolving on an augmentation of six hundred men to
the garrisons in the Highlands. The importance of those
posts demands the utmost attention and every exertion to
maintain them.

The vessels for tbe removal of the sick are not yet arrived i
their present situation gives me great anxiety. As the wind
is now favoura9le, I would fain hope that a sufficient number
will come down to-day to take in the whole; if they do not,
my distress will be much increased.

General Clinton, in a letter of the 8th, transmitted me a
list of artillery and ordnance stores wanted at Forts Mont-
gomery and Constitution, which included the several articles
you have determined to procure, except those mentioned
below. I directed that they should be sent up; but as the
situation of our affairs at this time may not perhaps admit
of it, I think it wiII be prudent for Mr. Schenck, whom you
have appointed an agent in this instance, to get all he can.
Should he be able to obtain the supply YOll have voted to
be necessary, and General Clinton's demand be complied
with also, no damage will be done; our stores will not be too
large.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.
To the Hon. Abm. Yates, Jun., Esq., President, &c.

Entrenching tools, iron carriages, cannon harness, Ar-
moureI' with the tools.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL JAMES CLINTON.

Head.Quarters, New-York, September 12, 1776.

SIR: I have before me your two letters of the 8th and
10th instant, the first enclosing returns of the number of
men and ordnance and artillery stores at Forts lUontgomery
and Constitution; the last, copies of two letters from the
Convention of the State of New- York, by which it appears
they had ordered in six hundred Militia as a reinforcement
to the two posts, and which I hope wiU prove sufficient to
put them in a proper state of defence.

I ordered Colonel Knox to provide and forward the dif-
ferent articles wanted by you in the ordnance department,
but he informed me that from the present unsettled state of
our Magazine and Laboratory (many of our stores being
removed and on their way to King's Bridge and Mount
Washington) he could not comply at once with the whola
of the demand, but would send wbat he could conveniently
collect. The Convention of New- York having appointed
Mr. Schenck to provide what articles they found wantinO'at
their late review of your works and stores, and which include
many of the articles you wrote for, I hope, as he wi\] make
it his business, that he will collect many articles which
Colonel Knox, from the present hurry of our affairs, cannot
attend to;' and if they should both provide the same things,
your store will only be fuller. I have again ordered the
Quartermaster-General to send up the nails with all possible
expedition. The Convention having ordered an Arrnourer,
with proper tools, to be fixed at your two posts, I hope what
arms are at present out of repair will be soon fit for use.
We must make every shift with our old arms till we can get
better supplied.

I am, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General James Clinton, Fort Montgomery.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, New-York. September 12, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I yesterday evening received your favour of
the 8th instant, with its enclosures.

You were right in supposing me unable to comply with
General Gates's request. I am by no means pro\'ided to
suppli so large a demand, and am glad you transmitted his
application immediately to Congress.

The papers you ~nclosed but too strongly indicate the
hostile intentions of the Indians; however, I trust if they
should attempt an incursion upon the frontiers, that the force
you will be able to oppose to 'em will be sufficient to repel
their attacks, and prevent their doing much mischief.

I have delivered the returns of boards and plank to the
Quartermaster-General, who will examine them and pay
wluitever is due as soon as proper accoun~s are rendered



301 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 302

bim. As we shaH have occasion for a gr'eat quantity, I
must request your assistance in furnishing every supply in
your power; neither timber"or boats will be wanted. I am
exceedingly hurried by a variety of business now before me,
and shall only add that

I am, dear sir, with great respect, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-Geneml Schuyler, Northern Department.

DR. MORGAN TO GENERAL WASHINGToN.

New,York, September 12, 177G,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: Agreeable to

orders I have been into the County of Orange, and
collected seven members of CommiUee, and spent the
whole of yesterday and part of this day in viewinO"the
country, and looking out for proper coverings for the r~cep-
tion of the sick and wounded.

I am sorry to report that, in a circuit of fourteen miles in
that County, I cannot find or hear of any suitable accom-
modations for more than about one hundred sick. No
country can be worse provided in all respects; and the
places proposed are remote from any landing. From the
knowledge I have of New-Ark, I am persuaded it is a place
infinitely superiour in all respects for the establishment of a
General Hospital. There are but four miles of land carriaO"e
required; all the rest is water carriage. The houses a~e
numerous, large, and convenient. If it be objected that
they are full of inhabitants from New- York, so is every
hovel thl'Ough Orange County; and as to the town of
Orange, I cannot find that there is room for one sick person
without incommoding some one or other.

After this report, which is grounded on the most careful
inquiry and inspection, I wait your Excellency's further
orders; but if I may be permitted to offer my sentiments it
is, that no time be lost in applying to the Committee at
New-Ark by requisition for room for the sick; and if YOUl'
Excellency thinks proper, I will immediate]y repair with all
despatch to urge the matter without delay, or proceed in
any other way your Excellency may see fit.

I am your Excellency's most obedient and very humble
servant, JOHN MORGAN.

To His ExceJlency Genera] Washington.

STEPHEN MOYLAN TO COLONEL HARRISON.

September 12, 177G,

DEAR SIR: I have given a bill of scantlinO" to a man who, 0

engages to get as much as WIUbe wanted for the Barracks,
between this and Peekskill, so that I don't think it
necessary for the General to mention any thing at present
re]ative to the timber.

I am yours,
To Colonel Harrison.

S. MOYLAN.

GENERAL CHESTER TO CAPTAIN ISHAM.

September 12, 1776,

SIR: In consequence of yesterday's orders I appoint you
to take the charge and oversight of all the sick in my brigade
who are not ab]e to transport themselves from place to place.
You are to continue to collect them !OfTether in some
convenient house near the banks of the North River, and
to provide necessaries for their comfort, both as to medicine
and food, advising with the Hospital Surgeon who shall
be appointed for that purpose, as well as the Rerrimental
Surgeons who may attend the sick. And you are fa apply
to the Quartermaster-General for money for to supply the
same, which you are to use with the utmost frurrality.
Bloomingdale may be as con venient a place to COneCl them
together, as may be.

JOHN CHESTER, Commandant.

To Captain John Isham.

EBENEZER HAZARD TO ABRAHAM YATES.
, Dobbs'sFerry,September12,1776.

SIR: I am honoured with your letter of the 10th instant
desiring, in behalf of the Committee of Safety, that .th~
Albany post may ride on the east side of the Hudson

River, and cross it at the Fishkill or New-Windsor, when
it is his turn to ride on the west siue. In answer to it, I beg
leave to inform you that I can see no reason why he
should not ride as the Committee request, unless it will be
contrary, to the following order from the Comptroller, dated
the 7th lOstant: "I desire the route of the Albany post may
not be altered till there is an absolute necessity, or order
from the Postmaster-Genera!." However, sir, I cannot
conceive that the alteration you propose can any way affect
the revenue of the Post-Office; or occasion any'inconveni-
ence to the pub1ick; and, therefore, for my own part, shall
have no objections against it, but I do not expect to have
the, management of these matters much longer, having
desIred that another Postmaster may be appointed for the
district of New- York.

I am respeefully, sir, your and the Committee's most
obedient, humble sermnt,' EBEN. HAZARD.
To Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President of the Co'mmittee

of Safety, at Fishkill.
P. S. The Convention are indebted to me for some

postage: will you please to procure an order for the payment
of it?

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, September 12, 177G.

DEARSIR : Yesterday I was favoured with a letter from
General Gates of the 7th instant, continued to the 8th
covering the information given by a Hessian deserter, and
copy of his capitulation, copies whereof I do myself the
honour to enclose.

General Gates informs me "no intelligence that can be
depended upon has yet arrived from the fleet. Scouts and
parties are out by land and by water to make discoveries."

Part of the Militia of this County are now in this town
and Schene,ctady, an~ more are daily coming in. I have
?ot had a Ime from Colonel Dayton since that of the 4th
lOstant; 1 have therefore requested the Militia to remain
here until I shall be enabledto judge which way it will be
proper to march them.

I am, dear sir, most
obedient, humble servant,

respectfully, your Excellency's

PH. SCHUYLER.

To His Excellency General WasMngton, $re.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

Tyonderoga, September 12, 1776.

DE,ARGENERAL: I had the plea~ure to receive y.our letters
by LIeutenant Brooks, of the Sixth Battalion of Penn-
sY,ltmnians, frol? lsle-aux-M~~tes. . I am perfectly satisfied
wIth your leavmg Islc-aux-1 etes, and think from yours and
every other account that the post you now occupy is much
preferab~e. Poin~-a'1l.ri-1!:ers is a.n object that should employ
your serious alfentl.on. ::;hould It be possible for the enemy
secretly to get artillery and a post fixed there, while you
are to the northward of that remarkable spot, it might pl'Ove
a great annoyance to your fleet. Remember how exceed-
ingly rou ougl~t to guard against ,the possibility of the
en~my s possessmg any narrow pass m your rear, a caution
wlJlch you so much approved in the orders and instructions
you received.

, The row-galle~s. are all three at this place, and fitting
with the utmost dlhgence. General Watcrbury is indefati-
gable, and promise~ to sail without the smallest unnecessary
delay; your best pilot should be sent by the retum of the
bearer to conduct them down. Y all wrote to General Srhuy-
ler to apply to Governollr Trumbull for Captains to com-
mand tbese galleys. :rhe Governour has sent four; by this
we are encumbered with double officers. as you appointed
three before you left Tyonderoga. Wbat is best to be done
in this difficulty? I shall endeavour to pacify all claimants
unlil

~
bear from,you. A good many seamen are procured,

and will be sent 10 the galleys. I hav~ orde~ed Commissary
Avery,. and ~r. Deacon Rood of Omon Rwer, to acquaint
all the mhabItants upon both sides the Lake, that what caul!'
sheep, g~rden-stuff, ?r ho.gs, are sent to you, sball, upm;
your certIficate be paId for IIIready money, upon the present-
f\)ent thereof to me.

Enclosed is a copy of a leiter I have just received from
Dr. Frankl~n. The tobacco is not yet come; it shall be
sent to you 10 the first row-galley. Would it not now and
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th~n be proper for a row-galley or gondola to cruise a 1ittle
to the southward, above Point-aux-Fers, to protect boats,
&c., passing to the fleet? The enemy are subtle, and
quick at expedients; they may endeavour to impose false
friends upon you; your watchword should never be given
until sunset, and all boats at daylight kept at a proper
distance, until their crews are examined.

In obedience to your request, I wrote very fully yester-
day in my publick letter, upon the subject you so earnestly
mentioned:... I fancy when my letter is received, the Con-
gress and your friends will be convinced that every report
to your prejudice is founded in calumny, and should meet
with the contempt and disregard it so justly deserves.

A fourth row-galley will be quite planked up by Sattlr-
day night. Your barge is here, and most elegantly painted
and finished. She will be sent by Captain Arnold. The
provisions I now send will last much longer than will be
necesSary for the supply of the6eet, until the first row.
galley arrives, even if the inhabitants upon the Lake do not
~end you any fresh provisions, &c.

I hope to be able to send all the clothing you demand by
Captain Arnold. Rum goes by this conveyance, and all
the hard bread baked at Crown Point. Commissary Avery
has my orders to write, and obey all your orders. The
swivels will come with the galley. Gunners are very scarce,
but you shall be supplied.

I would fain send you some intelligence from authority,
of the proceedings of the armies at Long-Island; but neither
General Schuyler or myself have received any letters from
General Washington that are particular upon the subject.
By private letters it is clear the enemy lost upwards of
fourteen hundred men in the three repulses they met with
in their attack upon our lines, Wednesday, the 28th ultimo;
and Commissary Trumbull writes that we are still in pos-
session of our lines upon Long-Island, and the City of
New-York. It is oeyond a doubt that our people have
behaved with the greatest spirit, and that the enemy have
suffered greatly, and must view our troops in a very respect-
able light.

I am, &c.,
To Brigadier-General Arnold.

P. S. When you receive an order to send a flag to the
enemy, or have an opportunity by the return of one of theirs,
send them the Act of Independence enclosed. H. G.

Ro. GATES.

MAJOR SHEPARDSON TO GENERAL GATES.

Rutland, September 12, 1776.

SIR: The detachment of Colonel Van Dyck's regiment
now on the road in repairing the same, under Colonel Bar-
rit's inspection, consisting of ninety men, officers included,
are without ammunition. If your Honour will please to
give orders for their supply by Lieutenant Cooke, the bearer,
you will greatly oblige.

Your Honour's most obedient and very humble selvant,
JOHN SHEPARDSON, ltIajor.

To the Hon. Horatio Gates, Major-General.
[Endorsed: The bridge is building III Rutlflnd, and the rQad to .Mount

Independence comes in lit Castlelown.
Delivered one thousand cartridges and one hundred flints.]

COLONEL ~.MONDS TO GENERAL GATES.

Williamstown, September 12, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to an express from his Honour Major-
General Schuyler, I have calJsed th~ Militia LInder my
command to be on their march to Tyonderoga. I thoulJht
proper to send this by express; so that in case the ;en
should not he wanted, they may have early orders for their
retum, that so expense of their march farther than neces-
sary may be prevented.

I am your Honour's most obedient servant,
BENJ. SIMONDS, Colonel.

To General Gates.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COMMITTEE FOR NEW-HAVEN,

CONNECTICUT.

Lebanon, September 12, 1776. .

GENTLEMEN:J am informed that Mr. Ralph Isaacs of
New-Haven, has done and said many things tending to

depreciate and obstruct the currency of the Continental
bills of credit, and hath likewise encouraged and assisted
deserters to make their escape from our army. How these
matters are I do not pretend to judge, but think them very
worthy your attention. Mr. Dupeau and the French Cap-
tain in company with him, can give you information. The
same French Captain complains of great injustice from said
Isaacs. As he is a me.rchant stranger, who is come to trade
with us upon the faith of the resolves of Congress, I think
his case falls within your cognizance as exp,cutorsof these
resolves; and as it is of the greatest importance that speedy
justice should be don~ to such strangers, to encourage them
to come and trade with us, I am of opinion YQUought
immediately to call said Isaacs befo.reyou, and take speedy
and effectual Care that equal and impartial justice be done
this stranger.
To the Committee of InspectioJl, of New-Haven.

GOVI!:RNOV.R 'J.'RUmJULL TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.

Lebanon, Septem.l:!~r 12, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of t.he 11th instant, per Mr.
ltlarvin, wherein you are so kind as to offer to supply some
of 01.)1'troops with arms for the present service. There are
two companies from Norwich who want. Please to deliver
Captain Jabez Wright, for his company, three guns, bayo-
nets, and cartouch-boxes, and to Captain Ezra Brewster,
for his company, fifteen guns, &c., taking tbeir respective
receipts, with promise to return them, extraordinaries ex-
cepted. If it appear they want more, please to deliver them
accordingly. Let them be prized by judicious men, under
oath. Take duplicate receipts and accounts of appraisal;
one of each to be sent me.

I am, with esteem and regard, sir, your obedient, humble
servant T' J ONTIJ. RUMBULL.

To ColQP!JI Iienry B. Livingston, (in his absence to be
opened by Mr. Dicka.~()n,) at Saybrook.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.. .

Lebllnon, September 12, 1776.

SIR: Since my last of the 9th instant, I am favoured
with a letter fi'om General Washington, in which he gives
his opinion, that, under present circumstances, a diversion
on Long-Island is impracticable, and that the only object
there is the securing and bringing off the persons and effects
of our friends; perhaps some of the provisions for our ene-
mies may be intercepted or destroyed.

I am obliged to recall Major Ely, to take charge of a
regiment of Militia ordered towards New- York. The rest
of the men from this State will remain there for the present,
and so long as they can be serviceable in assisting our
friends, or intercepting the provisions for our enemies. I
confide in your prudence to direct their operations, and when
the aforesaid objects are attained, upon the appearance of
danger from the enemy's ships, to make a timely retreat to
the Continent.

I am, &c.,
To Colonel Henry B. Livingston.

J ONTH. TRUMBULL.

GOVERNOUR TRmmULL TO A.DMIRAL HOPKINS.

Lebanon, September 12, 1776.

SIR: Since my last to Govemour Cooke, .on the subject
of a naval preparation and expedition against the enemy's
ships, &c., in the Sound, near White-Stone, have received
a letter from General Washington, urging the attempt, with
the greatest confidence and almost assurance of success, if
you fall in with the measure, and will take with you such
Continental ships and vessels of force as are now in the
ports of the State of Rhode-Island, and such others as that
State can furnish. Weare exerting ourselves to get in
readiness those we have or can procure; which are, a twenty~
gun ship, new built, a fourteen-gun brigantine, and the bomb
brigantine which you brought in there. There is Captain
Pond, in the Continental privateer, and another one, Cap-
tain Rogers's, belonging to the State of New- York,fwhich
probably may be had.

This measure requires secrecy and expedition. We
entertain no doubt of your inclioation, ~eal, and activity, in
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taking the command and conducting this squ~dron,.which,
we are persuaded, will clear the Sound, dlsappomt our
enemy, and give great advantage to ou: army. . .

The main difficulty which occurs IS the manning thIs
fleet. But, after exerting ourse~ves in your ~tate and ours
to rany what men we can, sailors and 1~1~':lneS,General
WashinO"tonproposes a draft from the Mllltm lately gone
towards1:>New-York, and stationed along WestchesterCounty
and thereabout. We want much to hear from you of your
opinion on the proposed plan, and what force you can col-
lect, and how soon. .

We herein transmit to you an extract of a lett~r rec~lved
from General Washington, so far as concerns thIs subJect;
which is as follows: . . . .

"I highly approve of _the plan an.d proposition for raIsmg
such a naval force as WI!! be sufficIent t? clear the. Sou~d

of the enemy's ships-of-wa~. If Admiral lIopkms will
join you, I sh~uld suppo~e .It not only practicable, ~ut a.

matter of certamty; and If It can be effected, I"?any \ alua-
ble and salutary consequences must res~11tfi'om It. . .

"As to drafting seamen from Continental regiments, It
cannot be, as their numbers ha\'e been reduced so low
already by takina men from them for the galleys, boats, and
other purposes, tllat some of them have ~ardly any thing
but the name. Beside, I must depend chiefly upon them
for a success/iJI opposition to the enemy. If it .can. be done
out of the Militia, I shall not have the least obJection; and
heartily wish the enterprise, whenever attempted, may be
attended with all possible success.

"The enemy's ships can receive no reinforcement but
such as ao round Long-Island, as our works at lIeU-Gate
will prev~nt their sending any ships that :vay." .

You will be so good as to commul1lcate tillS letter to
Governour Cooke or in his absence, to such gentlemen as, ,

b
.

is proper. I have wrote him very lately on the su ~ect.
We shall want twenty four and six-pounders, wIth car-

riaaes for the briaantine, as we fear we shall not be able to
pr;cu~e them fro~ our furnace at. Salisbury, timely

~
there-

fore should be glad you would b':l~g that number wIth you,
if possible, for the present expedItIon.

A speedy answer from you on the ab~ve propos~l, and
your opinion arid ~dvice in the preparation, from tllne to
time, will much obbge your humble servant,

J ONTH. TRUMBULL.

and Benjam1'n Huntington, Esqs., attended to do bl~siness
in Council, the other genl]emen not attending. Richard
Law, Esq., arrived from .Mil{(ord in the evening.

.
COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, JUN.

Saybrook, Seplember 12, 1776.

DEARBROTHER: I have just time to tell you I have been
obliaed to retreat from Long-Island to this place for several
reas~ns that I have not now time to mention. I have given
General Washington a particular account by the same con-
veyance this is sent by. I shaH to-mon'ow, at the head of
four hundred men, set out for Huntington. If I succeed in
the attempt I am going to make, I shaH yet save Suffolk
County, though most of the inhabitants have been prevailed
upon to take an oath of aHegiance to the King of Great
Britain through a persuasion that the Island was given up
as indefensible. If you write to me, direct to the care of
Governour Trumbull. He has assisted me with two hun-
dred and sixty men; with him a correspondence is estab-
lished. Remember me to all my friends.

Yours, &c.,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To Robert R. Livingston,Jun., Esq., in Conventionat
Fishkills.

GENERAL SALTONSTALL TO GOVERNOUR THUMBULL.

New-London, September 12, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: The honour done me by the commission
enclosed in your letter of the 10th instant, appointing me
Brigadier-General of the Militia now ordered to march from
this State to the aid of General Washington's army, lays
me under the highest obligations to your Honour and the
honourable Council of Safety.

I lament my ignorance in the duty of the office in every
respect but zeal; however, will exert the utmost of my
power to do the duty incumbent upon a commanding officer
of a brigade. Intend to be at the head of the brigade next
Sabbath day at New-Haven.

Your favour of 8th instant, per Captain Lord, received
the 9th at Lyme, and that day gave orders for all the men
that could be equipped at Lyme to march to the rendezvous
at Westchester. The number, including officers, amounted
to one hundred and four. And appointed officers to march
those that were not equipped (invalids excepted) to Fort
Trumbull, there to obey the orders of Colonel Wolcott-

CONNECTICUTCOUNCILOF SAFETY.. eighty in number. Captain Chadwick's company; the eighth
At a meeting of the Governour and CouncIl of Safety in said regiment, did not produce any men equipped.

of Connecticut, September 1:2, 1776,. Returned from Lyme the 9th and found your favour of
Present: His Honou~ the Governour, hIs Hon~ur the 9th, and observe what you say with respect to Major Ely,

Deputy Governou,r" Elzph?let JJyer, Jab~z Huntmgton, who had embarked for Long-Island before your Honour's
Titus Hosmer, Wdham Hzll~ouse, Nath.anzel Wales, Jun., express reached Colonel Wolcott, and is not returned. The
Benjamin Huntington, Jededzah Elderkzn. lads of sixteen years rising are excused from duty. The

Votr,d, That the Selectmen of .the Town of New-Haven 10th instant, gave marching orders to the three companies in
have liberty, at the expense of said Town, to. take three of New-London, (north parish,) amounting to eighty-Cour-all
the Twelve-po~nder:' at the Furnace at Salzsbury for the that could be equipped-and have appointed officers to return
use of the FortificatIons at New~Haven; al.so one ton of those remaining of the three companies to Fort Trumbull.
Shot assorted for the Cannon a~ salll Forts, said Ca~non and The first and second companies in the town of New-London
Shot to be made use of at saId New-llaven until further are by your Honour and Council of Safety excused from
orders from the General ,Assembly, 01' tbe Governour and marching. Captain Jonathan Calkins, of this town, of the
Council of Safety.; and If the General Assembly 0: Gov- eleventh company in the regiment, is now ready to march
ernour and CouncIl of Safety shaH see ?t to order saId three with about thirty men equipped, and waits orders from the
Cannon and Shot to any oth:r us~ dU!lI1g the present con- commanding officer of the Third Regiment. Captain Jon-
test, the expense of transportmg saId Cann?n and Shot from athan Croker's company of this town, and seventh in the
Salisbury to be paid by the State, to the saId Tow~ of New- regiment, is in the same sad state of Captain Chadwick's,
Haven; and the Overseers of saId Fl~rnace are directed. to not any equipped. On 10th instant, findinrr Major Ely
deliver said Ca~non and Shot accoromgIy. (Copy dehv- absent, and the two companies ordered from Fort 1'rumbull
ered Captain Tmwthy Jones, l:2th September.) not in a condition to march until his return, sent an express

Voted and Ordered, That Mr. Hosmer do, as ?oon as may to order the companies marc bed from Lyme to halt at New-
be, procure some proper person to procee~ to Simsbury and Haven for further orders ;-and the like orders are given to
Salisbury if needful, and forward the, Six-pound ,Cannon the three New-London companies that are marched. I
that are ready th,ere to Hartford .01' ltlzddletown, with SI~ot informed the regiment they would receive at New-Haven
for them, and assIst. and consult wIth MI'. HU7}1phrey therem, from the Committee of Pay-Table, twenty shillings per man
and in the mean tIme procure propel' Carnages for them. towards wages. The New-London companies had not
Also the Swivels a_ndproper Shot for them, a~d have twenty money to support them on the march to New-Haven; and to
of the Swivels SWIvelled at IIartfo~d 01' Jt.Izddletown; and forward the service lent each Captain money sufficient for
the Overseer of the F~rnace at Sahsbury IS?rdered to de- tbat purpose, who are to reimburse themsel ves out of money
liver such Cannon, SWIvels, and Shot, accordmgly. (Copy received at New-Haven. Your Honour will no doubt order
delivered .MI'. I1osmer, l:2th September, 1776.) that the brigade be supplied with more money than the

Memorandum, September 17, 1776.-TVilliam Hillhouse twenty shillings per man; otherwise it will in my opinion be

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II. 20

To Admiral Hopkins.
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impossible to march said brigade very far from New-Haven
without discontent.

I am, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,
G. SALTONSTALL..To Governour Trumbull.

ALEXANDER EVANS TO ABRAHAM LOTT.

New-London, September 12, 1776.

SIR: I am sorry to acquaint you with the loss of part of
my cargo of salt-about seven hundred bushels that was
stowed on the south side-and my medicines. I saved my
pepper and paper, raisins and prunes, the medicines being
so hea vy that I could not get them down to the boat, and
the wagons were aU pressed to carry the Regulars' bag-
gage. The Island was delivered up forty-eight hours before
I knew any thing of it. The privateers left it two days be-
fore I could get away, and Jeft six prizes, which were all in
Tory possession. 1 have about seven hundred bushels in,
more or less, which I have put under the direction of the
Congress here till hearing from the honourable Congress of
New- York. I should be glad to know how to proceed.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ALEXANDER EVANS.

To Abraham Loft, Esq., Member of the honourable Con-
gress of New- York.

Williamsburg, September 13, 1776.

A vessel is arrived at Hampton with fourteen hundred
bushels of salt and a small quantity of rum. The Captain
informs that h.e spoke a Prench ship, one of a fleet of fom-
teen sail, laden with goods, and bound for Delaware. A
number of French officers were likewise on board, who
intended to offer their services to the United States of
America.

By letters from Cape Nicola Mole, of the Q8th ultimo,
we learn that two frigates had lately arrived at St. Domingo
from Prance, completely manned, in order to cruise.off that
island, and protect all American vessels within their limits.
Two more frigates were daily expected, for the same pur-
pose. These four frigates are to act in conjunction with two
Spanish frigates, which are stationed at Porto-Rico, for the
protection of al\ North-American vessels. The Spanish
Captains are to pay equal attention to the General of St.
Domingo's orders as to those of the Commander at Porto-
Rico. There is every appearance of a speedy rupture
between France, Spain, and Great Britain, as Spain and
Portugal are absolutely now at war.

Sampson .Matthews, Esq., is ch'osen Senator for the dis-
trict of East Augusta and Dunmore, and fVilliam Cabell,
Esq., for Buckingham, Albemarle and Amherst district.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GEORGE COOKE.
[No. 180.] Annapolis,September 13,1776.

SIR: We have the pleasure to inform you that you were
yesterday appointed Commander of the ship Defence, now
lying at Annapolis, bound out on a cruise, and the honour-
able Convention have directed us to inform you of this
appointment, and to request your immediate attendance to
take the command of said ship.

We are, &c.

To Captain George Cooke, St. Mary's County.

Boston, September 12, 1776.

Notice is hereby gh'en that the Lecture this day is turned
into a Day of Prayer, more especially on account of the
critical state of our military operations.

Captain Gill, in a small privateer schooner, Independency,
from this port, has taken and sent into Plymouth a brigan-
tine, from Antigua, bound to Europe, laden with rum and
sugars. She was first taken by a Connecticut privateer, but
the people rose and retook her, and had her in possession
three days before Captain Gill came up with her.

We hear a privateer from Salem has taken a brigantine MARYLAND
from Corle, loaded with provisions for New- York, and sent
her into some port at the eastward.

W I' hear from New- York that tbe Roebuck, of forty-four
guns, Captain Parker, in attempting to get up East River,
through Hell-Gate, got very roughly handled, being hulled
fifteen times.

Captain Jame$ Tracey, and Lieutenant Mil ins, of the
Yankey Hero brig, were sent from Halifax to Staten-
Island, the last of July, on board the Mercury Pirate frigate,
James Montague.

Captain Procter, of Philadelphia, who is now a prisoner
in Halifax gaol, was eleven weeks in irons on board the
above frigate, during which time he was treated in the
most barbarous manner by the above ~lontague, who several BALTIMORECOMMITTEE.

times threatened to hang him, and offered one of his sailors At a meeting of the Committee, September 13, 1776,
forty shillings to swear his life against him. Mr. Ca1ipenter, Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman; A. Bu-
of this town, is closely confined in irons in Halifax gaol, by chanan, W. Buchanan, B. Nicholson, J. Gittings, J. Moale,
order of General Massey, who commands there. D. Lux, T. Sollers; W. Wilk1~nson, W. Aisquith, B.

We learn from undoubted authority that the schooner Griffith, J. Calhoun, A. Britain, T. Rutter, D. Shaw.
Sally, Captain Roach, which lately went from Piscataqua The Resolves of Convention for appointing Officers for
to Halifax, as a flag of truce, with prisoners, was, on her two Companies of :Militia in this County being read, the
arrival there, made a prize of, (by tbat petty, paltry Jack- Committee, jointly with the Field Officers, proceeded to tbe
tar, Commodore Arbuthnot,) and the hands put on board a choice of such Officers by ballot; when the following gen-
man-of-war. t\emen were chosen, viz:

One day last week were sent into Providence seven ves- First Company: Frederick Deams, Captain; David
sels, prizes, with supplies for those unrelenting, barbarous, Evans, First Lieutenant; Chades j}]oale Cmmll, Second
tyrannical, blood-thirsty butchers, the Royal savage of Lieutenant; Samuel Kinsey, Ensign.
Britain's troops, now on Staten-Island. They were taken Second Company: Nicholas Norwood, Captain; Na-
by the Captains Biddle and Whipple, in two vessels-of-war thaniel Bond, First Lieutenant; Vincent Greer, Second
belonging to the United and Confederated States of America. Lieutenant; Henry Dunn, Ensign.
Particulars of their cargoes have not yet come to had. The Committee being informed that Job Green had

Last Sunday was taken and carried into Gouldsborough, . obtained permission from the Council of Safety for the sailing
by two small boats, a brig from Ireland, bound for Halifax, of the Schooner, which they, tbe Committee, had refused to
laden with beef, butter, &c. She parted company with grant at the last meeting, are unanimously of opinion that
twelve other provision vessels the day on which she was the said Vessel should not be suffered to depart this Port
taken, all bound for the above port. until the Council is made acquainted with a state of the

By the Hartford Post we are informed that the Royal case.
pirate frigate Rose, commanded by the infamous Wallace, Whereupon it was Resolved, That Captain Nathaniel
in a1t~mptingto get up the Sound, at lVew- York, was hulled Smith, Commander of the Fort, be instructed to prevent
several times, and obliged to put back to the M.inisterial the Vessel from sailing, and that the following Letter he
fleet.

.
immediately sent to him, viz:

COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BENJAMIN RUMSEY AND

JAMES TILGHMAN.

[No. 181.] Annapolis, September 13, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: \V I' are directed by the ConvBntion to re-

quest your attendance in the Council of Safety immediately.
Be pleased to signify when you can attend. The President
is left with only three others, who are all members of the
House, and the Convention do not incline to any new
appointment until they hear from the absent members.

Weare, &c.

To Colonel Benjamin Rumsey and James Tilghman, Esq's.
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"In Committee, Baltimore, September 13,1776.

"SIR: The Committee being informed that Job Green
has obtained a permission from the Council of Safety for
the sailing of James Clarke's schooner, contrary to a resolve
of the Committee entered into on Monday last, they are
unanimously of opinion that the Council would not have
crranted Mr. Green the said permission had they been
~cquainted with the facts relative to the vessel in question.
For this reason, the Committee requests of you that you
will not permit the said vessel to depart this port until tbey
have an opportunity of transmitting to the Council the state
of the case, and receiving an answer thereto, of which they
will advise you as soon as in their power.

"Per order of the Committee:
"S. PURVIANCE,Jr., Chairman."

Permissions are granted to the following gentlemen to
load the following Vessels, by the Chairman, viz:

To Mr. Hugh Young, lor the schooner Polly, Wil-
liam Gosnald, master, to Carolina, witb bar-iron and
rum.

To Mr. Rowly, for the schooner Favourite, Benjamin
Earle, master, to Martinico.

To Mr. David Stewart, on behalf of himself and others,
for the sloop Independence, James Tibbett, master, for
Martinico; and the schooner --, William Gartner,
master, for Hispaniola.

Attest: GEO. Lux, Secretary.

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Committee, Baltimore, Sepjember 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We take the liberty of transmitting you a
copy of a resolve of this Committee, entered into on Mon-
day last, relative to an application made us by Job Green,
of this place, for a permission for the departure of a schooner
loaded with provisions. The copy of said resolve we should
have sent to you before now, had we not apprehended that
Mr. John Smith, who was present in Committee during the
transaction, had taken a copy of it with him, which we have
reason to suspect he did not-it being reported to us that
Job Green hath obtained from your Board a permission for
the departure of said vessel, which we are inclined to think
you would not have granted had you been acquainted with
the circumstances of the case. In the mean time, to pre-
vent Mr. Green making an advantage of your permission
until you were fully informed of our reasons for refusing him
permission, we have requested Captain Smith not to suffer
the said vessel to sail before we receive further directions
from you on the subject.

The true state of the case is as follows: Mr. Green lately
applied to the Chairman to know if he might have a permit
to load a schooner with flour to the West-Indies; which he
was answered he might have, if he would engage to comply
with the terms required by the Committee, of giving secu.
ity in double the value of the cargo, (when the vessel
sailed,) that the vessel should not proceed to any port 01'
place prohibited by Congress 01' Convention. On promis-
ing these terms should be complied with, a permit to load
was granted by .the Chairman to Mr. Green, not suspecting
that any fraud was intended. But being informed shortly
after that tbe schooner which Mr. Green had obtained per-
mission to load was a vessel belonging to Mr. James Clarke,
of this town, who had been a few days before published by
this Committee as an enemy to the interests of America, of
which MI'. Green could not be ignorant, it gave us great
room to suspect that tbe whole matter was a collusion be-
twixt Mr. Green and Mr. Clarke, and only intended to evade
the incapacity of the latter from trading, to which he was
subject by his conduct. We a pprehend there is more
room for such suspicion from Mr. Green's conduct, which
does not stand so fair as we could expect f!'Oma friend tq
our common calise. But, at any rate, we conceived that
every person was precluded fi'om trading with Mr. Clarke
after he was published by the Committee; and by Mr.
Green's own acknowledgments before us, it appeared that
no sale of the vessel was made to him before that time.

Per order of the Committee:
SAML. PURVIANCE,Jr., Chairman.

To the Hon. Council of Safety of Marylana, at Annap-
olis.

SECRET COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL
OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, September 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:We have been applied to for a supply of
po~der for the Continental frigate huilt at Baltimore, which
should have been ordered down there; but as we understand
yon have a sufficient quantity at that place, and as there is
some powder due to the Continent from your State, we
request the favour of you to supply Messrs. William Lux,
Samuel Purviance, and David Stewart with four tons and
a half of gunpowder, for the lIse of the said frjg~te, and
for proving her cannon, &c.; and hereafter we will repay
you in powder the balance that will then become due to
your State, or supply you with more should it become neces.
sary.

Your compliance with this request will save time and
charcres. It will oblige the Secret Committee of Congress,to .

Iof which we are a quorum; and we remam, gent emen,
yonI' obedient, humble servants,

ROBT. MORRIS,
RICHARD HENRY LEE,
B. FRANKLIN,
JOSIAH BARTLETT.

To the Hon. the Council of Safety of ~j)t[aryland.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

. King's Bridge, September 13, 1776.

SIR: The bearers, William Treadwell and Mr. Ludlum,
went over from New-Rochelle to Long-Island, soon after
the retreat of our army from that place, and continued
there till yesterday. On their return to New-Rochelle, Col-
onel Drake, by my directions, sent them here. I have
examined them, and transmitted the intelligence they gave
to his Excellency General Washington; and I now send
them to the honourable the Convention of the State, as well
to account for their conduct in going over to the Islaud
when in the hands of the enemy, as that they may be
further examined.

I am, with much esteem, your most obedient servant,
GEO. CLINTON.

To the Honourable the President of the Convention of the
State of New- York.
Enclosed is a line they wrote to General Washington,

which he handed over to me.

WESTCHESTER COUNTY COMMITTEE TO THE NEW-YORK CON-

VENTION.

In Committee, Westchester County, September 13, 1776.

In consequence of orders from your honourable House
.to me directed, as Chairman of the General Committee of
Westchester County, relative to the examination of the per-
sons apprehended with Lounsberry, I caused the said
priso!!ers,to wit: Jacob Scureman, Bloomer Neilson, Joseph
Turner, and Samuel Haines, to be brought before me:
Josiah Disbrow, the other prisoner, being unable to be
removed, on account of his being wounded at the time of
his apprehension.

.')cureman says he was going over to Rye from New-
Rochelle, came across three or four men with Lounsberry,
in the woods; stopped and talked with Lounsberry; did not
show' the inlisting paper, nor ask him to sign it; he did not
know Lounsberry was there till he saw him. They had
three or four guns in company; did not bring one himself;
says he was on board the Phrenix in the North River; was
persuaded by Godfrey Haines to go, but he went with
Joshua Ferris; did not come away with him. Upon the
whole, said Scureman did not incline to tell the truth.

Neilson says he was in company with Lounsberry at the
place aforesaid; did not meet by an agreement; confesses
his name was put to the inlistment; he got no money; says
that Lounsberry came from Staten-Island last; that Louns-
berry over-persuaded him.

'Turner taken upon Sutton's Neck; his name was in
Lounsberry's list. Says Lounsberry asked him to si.sn the
illlistment; he did not sign it himself, but LounsbelTY put
his name down; was to have £3 sterling, bounty promised
him by Lounsberry.

Haines says he promised Lounsberry to inlist with him

..
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last Spring; 'listed a few days before taken. The night after
Lousberry was taken he was to go to Staten-Island.

The above persons appeared altogether evasive in their
answers, and not willing to give a true account. They are
sent up to Kin!;ston gaol.

I would further inform your honourable House that Jon-
athan Purdy, Jun., a young fellow who went with Barnes
to Staten-Island, in ~[arch last, and Gilbert Horton, of the
White-Plain.~, have, before our Committee, called them-
selves subjects of King George, and claim the privilege of
prisoners of Wal'. These persons are in confinement, and
should be glad your honourable House will give liS some
directions concerning them and all otbers who declare in
that way, as we expect more of tbem.

From your very humble servant,
JOHN THOMAS, Jun., Chairman.

CORNELIUS GLENN TO ABRAHAM YATES, .JUN.

Albany, September 13, 1776.

SIR: Whereas tbe time for tbe annual election of a
Treasurer is near at band, I have this day consulted with
Judge Ten Eyck, who refers me to your opinion on this
matter, as being privy to the intention of Congress as well
to tbe new form of Government now a forming, and as such
should be very glad of your advice, whether we must pro-
ceed in the ususal mode, or drop the matter until a plan is
prescribed for this department. Your answer on this head
will be very agreeable, and necessary to have it soon.

And am, with respect, your most obedient, bumble
CORNELIUS GLENN.

To Mr. Abraham Yates, Jun.
P. S. Mr. Yates is undoubtedly acquainted that th~

expense of this department is always accrued and due the
year before it is raised; so tbat if it is not continued, it is a
grievance to the people performing the service.

H. GLEN TO WALTER LIVINGSTON.

Schenectady, September 13, 1776.

DE ARSIR: Yours of the 10th instant I have received.
As to the salt and pork which are intended forFort Schuyler,
German Flats, and Johnstown, when come to hand, shall
be forwarded immediately according to your directions. I
don't believe there is any pork to spare in Johnstown, though
I shall know to-morrow, as I have wrote Egberts. Yester-
day afternoon, Mr. John Visher came in town with about
fiftyhead of cattle; wanted to leave some with me; I had no
occasion for any yet, and should I want any, I can pUl'chase
a few round this place. I have a little pork left to victual
the batteau-men once more for about twelve days, exclusive
of wbat is to go up to Fort Schuyler.

Last evening Messrs. Seller and Outhout delivered me
the enclosed proposals for some cattle they have. I am
to]d it is very good for the season of the year. Should you
approve of the proposal to take the cattle, there would per-
haps be no occasion for the wbole of tbe one hundred head
you wrote me were to come tbis way in about twelve days'
time. You migbt order some of them to the northward. I
have made it publick that whoever has any publick demands
against you, must call between this and October 1st. Your
answer on this subject, with directions when the salt comes,
I shaH ex pect.

Your humble servant,
H. GLEN.

To TYalter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-General,
Albany.

COLONEL HENRY B. LIVINGSTON TO COLONEL SAMUEL COlT.

Saybrook, September 14, 1776.

SIR: I expected to bave been sent for previous to the
delivery of the arms you had of me this morninO'.

.
You have

not signed a receipt that I can with any face ~how to Gov-
emour Trumbnll. I send YOll a form of one, and desire
Captain Davis to deliver you the other. The a"rms deliv-

. ered you are not by any means intended to be sold; I have
not authority to go so far-they are only a loan. They
belong to the Province of New- York; tbey are not my
property. I must tberefore beg you either to deliver the

arms, or a proper receipt, according to the form I send
you.

Your most obedient, humble servant,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COLONEL HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

Lebanon, September ]3, ]776.

SIR: Please to deliver to Colonel Samuel Coit, or bis
order, such number of guns, bayonets, and cartouch.boxes
as will be sufficient to arm and equip such of his rcO'iment
as a~e destitute, taking care to have them appraised, ~nd his
receIpt .to see the same ~eturned, extraordinaries excepted.
A duphcate of such receIpt and appraisal to be returned to
me.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

To Colonel Henry B. Livingston, Saybrook.

New-London, September 13, ]776.

Yesterday, the armed schooner Spy, Captain Robert
!'file~, belonging to this State, returned llere. She brought
III with her the schooner ltlary and Elizabeth Bruce bound
from Barbado~s to Halifax, laden with fifty-~ine ho~sbeads
of rum and eight b~rre]s of sug~r. About eighteen days
ago, she took the slJlp Hope, Qumce, bound from St. Vin-
cent's to London, laden with two hundred and fifty hoO's-
heads of sugar, thirty-two puncheons of rum, some molass~s,
cocoa, and coffee, and may be daily expected into some
port.

In latitude 38°, longitude 65°, Captain Niles saw five
large ships, wbich he supposed were transports, under con-
voy of a large man-of-war; the latter cbased him some time.

WILLIAM BRADFORD TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBI.Y.

Newport, September 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The most honourable the Continental
<?ongress having ordered one battaHon of their troops'sta-
tlOned bere to march immediately to New- York and
informed this State. that the~ recommended to y~u to
replace tbe sa~e WJth a. regIment of yoUI' Militia, the
General Committee, appoInted to act during the recess of
the General Assembly, have exerted themselves to "et that
~attalion in rea~iness. to proceed with tbe greatest ~xpedi-
tlon; part of winch will march to-morrow and the remainder
tbe next day. The Committee have appointed Colonel
Church, who will deliver you this, to make application to
you to send. forward the said re~iment as soon as possible.

1\1:. PresIdent H~ncock havIng also written in the most
pressmg terms to thIs State to afford a1l the aid in our power
to the army at New- York, the Committee have recommended
it to Colonel Richmond to hold the other Continental bat-
ta]ion in readiness to marcb at a moment's warninO'. And
he will accordingly march with it as soon as he "'receives
autbentick intelligence that the reO'iment of Militia from
your ~tate shaH ~nter into this. They have also ordered a
battahon, to consist of seven hundred Militia to be imme-
diately raised to supply the place of one of tI;e Continental
battalions removed. I have no doubt of your compliance
with the application of Colonel Church' and beO' leave to.. '

b
subscnbe myself, WJtb great respect and esteem, gentlemen,
your most obedient and most bumble servant,

WILLIAM BRADFORD.

To tbe Hon. General Court of the Massachusetts-Bay.

.JERE~nAH POWEL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

"

State of Massachusetts-Bay, September 13, 1776,

SIR: Tbe General Assembly of this State ba ve for some
days past been anxiously expectinO' the particulars of tbe
late a,ttack uron th~ Continental A~my, under your Excel-
lency s more Immediate command; but the accounts hitherto
received have been vague and uncertain.

,I,t is the ea.rnest desir~ of the Assembly, at this important
cnSIS, to furmsh you wIth every needed assistance in their
power; and having just received a letter from Governour
,Trum7ml', proposing the raising a part of our Militia for tbis
Important purpose, and soon after a letter frem the hon-
ourable Congress to the same effect, as also a resolve
of Congress relative to this matter, they have ordered a
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a fifth part of the Militia not already in the service, (the
remote Counties and some sea-port towns excepted) to be
immediately drafted out, and to march with all possible
despatch to your assistance, excepting one battalion ordered
to Rhode-Island, in consequence of the resolve before-
mentioned.

Our troops will gladly receive upon their route, your
Excellency's orders for their destination, as the express re-
turns.

A copy of our resolve respecting said draft is enclosed.
As we cannot furnish tents for these troops, your Excel-
lency will provide for them-perhaps four thousand men.
We shall subsist them till they arrive at Horse-Neck, and
depend upon your Excellency's giving QI'ders for their
receiving rations after that time.

We ardently wish you victory over the enemies of the
American States, and remain, with great respect, your Ex-
cellency's most obedient, humble servant,

J ER. POWELL, President.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Commander-
in-Chii;1fof the Forces of the United States of America,
New- York.

Resolves respecting Draft.

Whereas it has been represented to the General Court of
this State, by the honourable the Governour of the State
of Connecticut, that it is of the utmost importance to the
United States oj America, to have a large body of Troops
stationed above the Island of New- York, to prevent the
British Army's cutting off the communication between the
American Army at the City and Island of New- York, and
the country: And wbereas the honourable Congress, in
consequence of an application made to them by his Excel-
lency General Washington, in the present critical state of
our affairs, have since called upon tbis Government in the
most pressing terms, immediately to send all the aid in our
power to the Army at New- York: tbis Court being sensi-
ble that the safety, freedom and future happiness of America
depend upon and demand a vigorous and manly manage-
ment of this campaign, and well considering that, while all
that is dear to tbis people is at stake, they should be charge-
able with great remissness if they did not exercise tbe powers
with wbich they are vested by this State for its salvation at
this critical moment, by sending such reinforcement to the
Army at New- York as the exigency of the case requires:
And whereas the Militia of tbis State, witbin tbe Counties
of York, Cumberland, and Lincoln, are too remote to march
to tbe timely aid of the Army: And whereas tbe situation
of the Counties of Nantucket and Dukes County, the Towns
of Boston, Dartmouth, Plymouth, Salem, Marblehead, Glou-
cester,Manchester, Beverly, and Newburyport, renders it unfit
for any part of tbe Militia to be drafted from tbem at present:

1t is Resolved, That one-fifth part of the Militia of this
State, not now in actual service by sea or land, excepting
those of the Towns and Counties above named, be ordered
by the major part of the Council to march immediately,
under the command of such General officer as shall be
appuinted by the General Court and commissioned by the
Council to comma,nd them, to remain and continue in the
service within the four New-England Governments or the
State of New- York or tbe Jerseys, until they are recalled
by the General Court of tbis State, tbe House of Represent-
atives, or the major part of the Council, under such regula-
tions and upon such establishment as is hereinafter provided.

And that the said fifth part of said Militia may march
without delay,
. It is Resolved, That the major part of tbe Council
make out their order in writing to Major-General Warren,
commanding him tbat he immediately order the Briga-
diers of the several Counties of Suffolk, Essex, JJIiddlesex,
Worcester, Hampshire, Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol, and
Berkshire, to cause the Militia, as well of the alarm-list as
training-band of their respective brigades, to be mustered
without delay, excepting those in the towns above excepted,
and that they cause to be drafted therefrom when so mus-
tered every fifth able-bodied man of tbe non-commissioned
officers and private soldiers under fifty years of age, except
the officers and students of Harvard College, grammar-
school masters, and persons necessarily employed in the
manufacture of gunpowder, not exceeding four to each

powder-mill, and armed with a good fire-lock, a bullet-
pouch and powder-horn or cartridge-box, a bayonet, cut-
lass or hatcbet, and twenty bullets fitted to their gun, with
a knapsack and blanket ;to march to the reinforcement of
the Army as aforesaid, and that they form those so drafted
into companies of sixty-foul' men each, inc\udincr non-
commissioned officers, or as nigh thereto as they c~nveni-
ently can; and that the said Brigadiers, from the officers

o~ their respective brigades, order one Captain and tW()
LIeutenants to take the command of each of said com-
panies, a.nd that said Brigadiers shall form such companies
as are raIsed and drafted from their respective brigades not
amounting to sixteen into each regiment, and where they
do amount to that number of companies, or upwards into
two regiments, and to each regiment so formed, assi~n or
order f,rom tbe Field Officers of such brigade, one Colonel,
one LIeutenant-Colonel, and one Major, to command the
same, and tbe officers of said detachment of the Militia
drafted as aforesaid, shall have, while in said service, the
same relative rank with each other as they noW have.

And it is further Resolved, That if any person of the
alarm-list or train-band, non-commissioned officer or soldier. 'shall, after bemg duly warned thereto, neglect to nppear
upon such muster designed for draftincr, as aforesaid, he
shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten

0
pounds, one half

thereof to the use of this State, and tbe other half to the
person who shall sue for the same, by action of debt in any
court proper to try tbe same; and if any person so drafted
shaH refuse to march upon being ordered tbereto, not baving
a sufficient excuse tberefor, and shaH not secure some able-
bodied and efFective man to go in his stead, or shaH absent
or conceal himself, so tbat bis officer cannot find him to
give him marching orders, he shall for either of the said
offences pay a fine not exceeding ten pounds, or be com-
mitted to prison not exceeding two months, upon his beincr
convicted thereof, on indictment or presentment therefor by
the grand jury for the County where the offence shaH be
committed, before any court proper to try the same, whose
duty it shall be to make a presentment thereof.

And it is likewise Resolved, Tbat the said detachment of
Militia sball, while out of this Government, be under the
general command of the Commander-in-Chief of the Con-
tinental Army, and shall be under the laws and regulations
provided by Congress for said Army.

And it is further Resolved, That the pay and aHowance
of provisions for said detachment, shall be every way the
same as that allowed the Continental Army.

And it is likewise Resolved, Tbat the Selectmen of each
Town from whence any part of said detacbment shall be
drafted, shall be and hereby are directed and empowered to
procure as many teams or other conveyances witbin tbeir
respective towns, as sball be sufficient to carry the baggage
of the said fiftb part of the Militia to Fairfield, in Connec-
ticut, in the most expeditious manner. And tbe said Select-
men are also directed to furnish said men with kettles and
ca.nteens, and also to pay each man one penny for each
mIle from the place they march from to the place of tbeir
destination, to support themselves.

And it is also Resolved, Tbat the Brigadier of each
County shall appoint one Chaplain, one Surgeon and Mate,
one Adjutant, and one Quartermaster, to each regiment that
shall be so drafted from his brigade, and tbe General officer
appointed to command the detachment, shaH appoint a
Brigade-Major to each brigade.

And it is also Resolved, That each Brigadier-General, as
soon as tbe men are drafted and formed into companies, be
and hereby is directed to order them to march to Horse-
Neck: subject, bowever, to such further orders as tbey may
receive from the General Court of this State, the House of.
Representatives, or the major part of the Council, or the
orders of the General and Commander-in-Chief of the Con- -
tinental Army.

And it is Resolved, That in the absence of any Brigadier
of any County, the next officer in command in said brigade
shall be beld to do tbe duty assigned to the Brigadier and
shall be observed accordingly.

And it is also Resolved, That the Commissary-General
of this State be and hereby is directed to send forward
immediately to New-Haven such quantities of ammunition
as tbis Court shall order.

JOHN AVji:RY,Deputy Secretc,rj.
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MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

September 13. 1776.

SIR: The General Assembly of this State beg leave to
inform the honourable Congress that the Milford, frigater
of twenty-eight guns, and another ship-of-war, have been
for some time cruising on this coast, and have taken several
merchantmen and valuable prizes coming into port. We
have applied to the Hon. Thomas Cushing and John Lang-
don, Esq., agents for building the Continental ships, at
Newburyport and Portsmouth, requesting that one or more
of those ships might be sent out to protect our coast; but
are informed by those gentlemen that they have no guns,
and jf they had, they have no orders to send the ships to
sea. Upon this information, the General Assembly of this
State resolved to furnish the agent for building the Conti-
nental ships at Newburyport, with a sufficient number of
guns for one of them, and afford him every other assistance
in their power in fitting out and manning said ship, provi-
ded leave can be obtained from the honourable Congress for
said vess'el to cruise on this coast, for the protection of the
trade thereof-the aO'ent engaging to reimburse all the
expenses this State sball incur in fitting out and manning
said ship, and return said guns whenever said ship shall be
otherwise employed.

We would further inform the honourable Congress that
the guns proposed for the above purpose are twenty-four
nine-pounders, which we apprehend are suitable for the
ship under the command of Hector McNeill, Esq., and
which is in the greatest forwardness for sailing.

As said ship will be inferiour to the enemy in force,
this State beg leave to suggest to the honourable Congress
the great advantage of having the ship under the care of
John Langdon, Esq., fitted out immediately to act in con-
cert with her.

The readiness of the State of New-Hampshire to give all
possible assistance to Mr. Langdon for the above purpose,
will appear by a resolve of that State herewith enclosed.

Signed by the President.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

In the House of Representatives, September 6, 1776.

Voted and Resolved, That it be and hereby is recom-
mended to John Langdon, Esq., Continental Agent for the
Continental Frigate now at Portsmouth, to equip the said
Frigate as soon as possible for a cruise against the .Milford or
any other of our enemies on this coast, in conjunction with
one of the Continental Frigates in the ~MassachusettsBay,
and other of their Colony armed vessels-and Colonel
Samuel Sherburne, with such as the honourable Board shall
appoint, to be a Committee to consult with said Mr. Lang-
don on that affair, and to assist him if he need it. And that
any soldier in the Colony service have liberty to inlist for
the cruise, and their wages to continue besides the emolu-
ments of captures, and to return to their service when the
cruise is over. E. THOMPSON,Secretary.

Plymouth, September 9, 1776.

Received of Captain Richard Wheller the brigantine
Rising bmpire, with her appurtenances, cannon, and stores,
for the use of the State of the Mas,sachusetts-Bay, to be
delivered when called for by authority.

.Received per WILLIAM WATSON.

MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

State of Massachusette-Bay, September 13, 1776,

SIR: Agreeable to your Honour's proposal and the earnest
recommendation of the honourable Congress, expressed in
their letter lately received, the General Court have ordered
one fifth part of the whole Militia of this State not already
in the service, those in some of the remote Counties and
sea-ports excepted, to march immediately. One battalion
of them, in consequence of a resolve of Congress accompa-
nying their said letter, is ordered to Rhode-Island, and the
remainder to ljew- York. They have wrote his Excellen-
cy General Washington, informing him thereof, that he may
order their destination as the service may require. A copy
of the Court's resolve respecting the draft of the said
fifth part of the Militia is enclosed. We thank your

Honour for your exertions in the common cause, and assure
you it will be our ambition to cooperate with the United
States to the utmost of their power in efforts for their com-
mon safety. We are, &c.

To Governour Trumbull.
J. WARREN, Speaker.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Watertown, September 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have your letter of the 29th ultimo,
and consider the sending out the Continental ships (as you
do) of the greatest importance to these United States, and
should be glad to promote their being sent out immediately,
by every means in our power, for we trust they might be
employed to very good purposes, especially as several of
the enemy's cruisers are now infesting this coast.

We further assure you that we shall embrace such occa-
sions as may present to render an American State any
reasonable services; but considering how much this State is
drained of its men by the publick calls, and bow much our
sea-coast is exposed to the incursions of the ene~lY, we have
thought it needful some time since to pass a resolve, prohib-
iting the inlisting our sea-coast men into any other service,
even such as it may concern this State particularly to attend
to. 'Ve cannot, therefore, consent to your request that Mr.
Grannis may be permitt~d to inlist his complement of
Marines out of the troops in our pay.

If Mr. Grannis chooses another service in preference to
ours, we shall endeavour to supply his place by as good a
man.

Signed by the President.

To Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Chairman ofCornmittee at Prov-
idence.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAr~ WARREN.

State of Massachusetts.Bay, ~
In Council, September 13, 1776, 5

SIR: In pursuance of two resolves of the General Court
of the State of the Massachusetts-Bay-one passed the
12th instant, and another passed the 13th instant'-you are
hereby ordered and commanded immediately to issue out
your orders that one-fifth part of the Militia of this State, not
now in actual service by sea or land, exceptinO' those of the
Counties of York, Cumberland, Lincoln, N~ntucket, and
Dukes County, and also the towns of Boston, Dartmouth,
Plymouth, Salem, JJ;larblehead, Gloucester, JJ;lanchester
Beverly, and Newburyport, to march immediately to Horse~
Neck, in the State of New- York, under the command of
such General Officer as shaHbe appointedby the General
Court and commissioned by the Council to command .them,
to remainand continuein the servicewithin the fourNew-
England Governments, tfle State of New- York, or the Jer-
seys, until they are recalled by the General Court of this
State, the major part of the Council, or the House of Repre-
sentatives; and in order that the said fifth part of the Militia
may march without delay, you are hereby ordered and com-
manded immediately to order the Brigadiers of the several
Counties of Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex, Worcester, Hamp-
shire, Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol, and BerksMre, to
cause the Militia, as well of the alarm-list as training-band
of their respective brigades, to be mustered without delay,
excepting those in the towns above excepted, and that they
cause to be drafted therefrom, when so mustered, every fifth
able-bodjed man of the non-commissioned officers and pri-
vate soldiers under fifty years of age, except officers and
students of Harvard College, grammar-school masters, and
persons necessarily employed in the manufacture of gun-
powder, not exceeding four to each powder-mill, and armed
with a good firelock, a bullet-pouch and powder-horn or
cartriQge-box, a bayonet, cutlass, or hatchet, and twenty
bullets fitted to their gun, with a knapsack and blanket, to
march to the aid of the army at New- York, excepting-such
men as are drafted /i'omthe Counties of Plymouth and Barn-
stable, which you are to direct the Brigadiers of said Coun-
ties to order to march to the State of Rhode-Island, to sup-
ply the place of a Continental battalion ordered from thence
to the aid of the army at New- York, and there remain until
recalled by the General COllrt, the major part of the Coun-
cil, or the House of Representatives, and that they form
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those so drafted into companies of sixty-four men each,
including non-commissioned officers, or as nigh thereto as
they conveniently. can, and that the said Brigadiers, fi'om
the officers of their respective brigades, order one Captain
and two Lieutenants to take the command of each of said
companies, and that the said Brigadiers shall form such
companies as are raised and drafted from their respective
brigades, not amounting to sixteen, into one regiment, and,
where they do amount to that number of companies, or up-
wards, into two reO'iments,and to each regiment so formed
assign or order fro~n the field officers of such brigade, one
Colonel or Lieutenant-Colonel, and one Major, to command
the same.

And you are to direct the Brigadier of each County to
appoint one Chaplain, one Surgeon and Mate, one Adju-
tant, and one Quartermaster, to each regiment that shall be
so drafted from his brigade.

And you are directed to make a return of the men drafted
out of the several brigades before mentioned !issoon as may
be.

In the name and by order of Council.
JER. POWELL,President.

J. LOTHROP TO RICHARD DEVENS.
Plymouth, September 13,1776.

SIR: I just noWreceived your favour of 9th instant. In
answer thereto, would inform you that we have been waiting
for a few grindstones from Boston, whic.h, when they come
to hand, will enable us to blow in a few days, and am now
about hirin" a boat to go on purpose for them. I am
obliged to )OIOUfor your kind offers. You may be assured
my utmost exertions shall be used to rid this business with
despatch, and I believe I can with truth say you cannot be
so soon supplied from any works. whatever. I purpose to
be to Watertown in a few days, and shall want to take some
further directions with respect to the size of the weights,
&c.

In great haste, I am, with esteem, your friend and humble
servant, J. LOTHROP.

CLARK AND NIGHTINGALE TO RICHARD DEVENS.
Providence, September 13, 1776.

SIR: We now enclose yon a bill of lading for twenty-one
hoO'sheads lime, which were all we had in town when this
opportunity offered; for the demand for that article has been
so great that it is impossible to keep it, and if an opportu-
nity does not offer to ship it as soon as it is dropped out of the
cart some other persons will have it. This makes ninety-
two hogsheads shipp€d by us, and if we should meet with
any vessel bound your way we will send the other eight.

Weare, sir, your most obedient servants,. CLARK &; NIGHTINGALE.

To Richard Devens, Esquire.

Shipped in good order and well-conditioned, by Clark 8r
Nightingale, in and upon the good vessel called the Cen-
turion, whereof is master for this present voyage Joshua
Johnson, and now riding at anchor in the harbour of Prov-
idence, in New-England, and bound for Boston: to say,
twenty-one hogsheads lime, being marked and numbered as
in the margin, and are to be delivered in like good order and
well-conditioned at the aforesaid port of Boston (the danger
of the seas only excepted) unto Richard Devens, Esq., or
to his assigns, he or they paying freight for the same-lime
twelve shillings per hogshead, with primage and average
accustomed.

In witness whereof the master or purser of said sloop hath
affirmed to two Bills of Lading, both of this tenor and date:
the one of which bills being accomplished, the other to stand
void. Dated in Providence, the 9th day of September,
1716. JOSHUA JOHNSON.

JOSEPH JOSSELYN TO RICHARD DEVENS.
Hanover, September, 1776.

SIR: After my compliments, I desire you to send me all
the old shot or gun iron you can, for to make shot. You
sent Mr. Harris for shot; 1 intend to make them for you,
but am in great want of iron to make them with. If you

..

can send me iron, I shall make you some more shot as soon
as possible.

From your humble servant, JOSEPHJOSSEI.YN.
To Richard Devens, Esq., Commissary-General.

P. S. Pray send me a line by this bearer, MI'. ",Valts.

JOSEPH JOSSELYN TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Hanover, September 16, 1776.

SIR: I have sent you a numberof shot by the bearer,
Captain James Lincoln, viz:

H. Q.lb.
To 83 shot, 3:l-pounders, :l3 :l :l4 @30s.
To 147 shot, 9-pounders, 11 3 7 @ 30s.

To 173 shot, 4-pounders, 6 0 :l0 @ 50s.

41 2 :l3
To carting the above to Hingham,

£35 12
17 14
15 10

9
5
8

To one 32-pounder, o 1 6 @ 30s.

180
£70 15 10

093
£70 15 1

45 6-pounders received at the same time.
Sir, the reason I have sent you the 3:l-pound shot and the

9-pound shot is because Major Aaron Hobart desired me to
make them and send them to you, and take a receipt for them
at that price for. JOSEPH JOSSELYN.

To Richard Devens, Esq., Commissary-General.

COLONEL GILMAN TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY.
Portsmouth, September 13, 1776.

Gentlemen of the Council and of the House of Representa-
tives:

I am informed that you have made choice of Captain
Pierce Long to command the battalion now raising for the
protection of this State-a person I ever esteemed as a very
great friend of mine; and if he obtained the appointment
fairly had as lief be superseded by him as any person in the
State.

If it had been agreeable, I should have been willinO' to
have continued in the service; but as I find it otherwise~am
content to live a retired life, though I have been at great cost
to equip myself for a short service-much shorter than I
expected when I engaged.

I think, gentlemen, tbat since I have been in the service
I have discharged my duty to a punctilio, and that I have
done part of the duty of a former Engineer, Colonel, and
almost every other officer belonging to tbe regiment. And
I haveendeavoured that none of tbe interests of the State
s~ould be wasted; .and what thanks have I got for my ser-
VIces, but to be shghted by my own countrymen, in that
they have not dealt so generously with me as they have
with my subaltern officers in giving me the offer of tarrying
in the service,. ~lthough I have taught them the first princi-
ples of the mlhtary art? Gentlemen, I do not make this
complaint because I desire you to make any alteration in
your choice; neither do I desire it, but to let you know I
have a spirit as well as another man, and know when I am
treated with the respect that is due to a person who has been
engaged in the cause of his country as early as anyone, and
does not want a lawyer to plead his sincerity.

I tbink, gentlemen, at least you ought to be as cautious
of s]igbting or offending real friends as you are of pleasing
or reclaiming of enemies, lest you make enemies instead of
friends; for such treatment as I have received will have a
natural tendency to make enemies, though God forbid it
should have that effect on me. I don't remember that when
we groaned under our old Constitution that ever an officer
was slighted or neglected for faithfully discharging his duty,
but on the contrary promoted. But I am sorry that I have
it to s~y there !S too much of th~.t in this day. I fear very
much If there ]S not some alteration very soon, you will be
put to it to get any person who is worth employing to en-
gage in your service; for men of spirit will be cautious of
engaging and fitting themselves when they are daily liable
to be discharged witbout any crime laid to their charge, or
reason assigned therefor.

J shall conclude at this time in wishing you Divine direc-
tion, and hope that Providence wi1J, in His own time, open
a door for our relief, and that our troubles will have a final
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Date of their Continental
Commisssions.

1 iThom"" Nelson, Jun. John Moss... -.-::~;...:... Thomas Archer........... Callowill Minnis.......... February......... .22,1776.
st. Edmund B. Dickinson Charles Pelham........... John Quarles............. Thomas Herbert.......... February......... .25,1776

1

Samuel Hawes, J un. . Thomas Jones............ James Upshaw............ Thomas Catlett........... February......... .19, 1776.
2d. Everard Meade..... . Wood Jones.............. John Ogleby.............. John Worsham........... March............ 8,1776

Francis Taylor....... William Taylor.. . . .. . . . . .,BenjaminPorton, J un... . . . Francis Cowherd... . . .. . . . May... .. . . .. . . . .. 8, 1776.
- .-...-..--- . .. -
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issue. I am a well-wisher to my country and the glorious
cause we are engaged in.

From your affectionate friend and very humble servant,
DAVID GILMAN.

Williamsburg, in Council, September 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Three days ago the Board delivered to
Colonel Thomas Fleming of the Ninth Battalion, commis-
sions for the several Captains and Subalterns under his com-
mand, upon his representing the very disagreeab]e situation
they must be in, to be engaged in the service of the Continent
without having their commissions to show in case the fortune

of war should throw them into the enemy's hands. There
was no resisting so powerful an argument, and yet the
Board were so much at a loss for the proper date of the
several commissionsthat they have issued them without any
date, endorsing thereupon that that was purposely omitted,
to reserve the matter of rank to the future determination of
Congress, upon which head the Board would be glad to
have their directionsassoon as possible. It may be proper
to observe that this matter ought to be settled so circum-
spectly as not to give any ground of offence to the different
officers by inverting the order of their rank. Should the
honourableCongressdirect the commissionsto be dated at
the times the several regiments were respectively taken into
Continental pay, such would certainly be the unhappy
consequence; the Eighth and Ninth Regiments, for instance,
would by that rule of precedencebe postponed to the Seventh,
whteh has ever hitherto taken rank of the other two. And
it is submitted whether any other method can so effectually
avoid this as the dating their commissions at the times they
were respectively dated in the Virginia service. This
would moreover remove the hardship which the officers
here think they labour under as they stand related to those
commissioned in the other States; for otherwise they must
yield rank to officers who have not been so long engaged in
opposition to our common enemy, but who have had the
good fortune to receive their Continental commissions sooner.

In case the honourable Congress should judge the rule
here recommended to be equal, it may be necessary that. they should have the dates of the commissions granted to the
officersof the First and Second Regiments, on the Provincial
establishments, which therefore is enclosed. Those of the
other regiments have been already transmitted. The Field-
Officers of the Ninth Battalion have not yet received their
commissions, which they are desirous of having as soon as
may be.

Your several letters have been received desiring the
Council to recommend proper persons to fill the vacant
Majorities,and in doing so to pay a particular attention to
military merit. If the nature of the service here had been
such as to give an opportunity of distinguishing, the General
must have been able to distinguish with more precision and

certainty than this Board; yet even he has not probably
bad the proper opportunities of judging, to enable him to
comply with tbe intentions of Congress. In this situation of
our army, the Board think there is nothing left them, but
to refer you to the lists of officers which have been sent, and
which will show how they stand in point of seniority.

We have received £1076 2s. 6d, by the hands of Mr.
Aylett, which shan be carried to the credit of your account.

I am, gentlemen, your most respectful and obedient
servant.

Signed by order of Council:
JOHN PAGE, President.

To the Honourable Vir,!!;iniaDelegates at Congress, Phil-
adelphia. '-'

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

By order of the Board of War, I enclose you a copy of
the arrangement of Officers in the old Virginia Regiments.
At Colonel Crawford's instance I enclose a letter from him,
and am, with the greatest respect,

Your very obedient and most humble servant,
RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

To His Excellency General Washington.

List of Field- Officers in the service of Virginia.

§ ~
!

os 0
a:)'~

2d William Woodford... February 13, 1776. Resi?ned ............
3d Hugh Mercer... . . . . . Same date. . . . . .. . App ted Bri~'r-Gen '1..

4th Ada~ Stephen.. . . . . . Same date. . . . . .. . do. MaJor-Gen'l..
5th Wilham .Peachy Same date Resigned............
6th MordecaI BucImpr... Same date. .. . . . .. Cashiered... . .. . ... ..
7th William Dangerfield.. February 29,1776. Resigned ............
8th Peter Mughlenburg... March I, 1776.. . . . Brigadier-General 21. .
9th Thomas Flemming... March 2, 1776 Dead................
1st William Christian Has declined service..

_I Lieutenant-Colonels.
I

2d Charles Scott February 13, 1776. Made Colonel........
3d George Weedon Same date Made Colond Brig'e..

4th Isaac Reade. . ... .. . . Samedate Made Colonel... . . . . .
5th WiJliamCrawford. .. Same date.. . .. . . . MadeColonel . .
61h Thomas Elliott..:... Same date........
7th Alex'r McClanachan. February 29,1776.
8th Abraham Bowman... March 1,1776.....
9th George Matthews March 4, 1776... . .
1st ,Francis Eppes.......

Majors.

2<.1Alex'rSpottswood February 13, 1776. Lieutenant-Colonel...
3d Thomas Marshall. . . . Same date. . . . .

"
. Do.

4th Robert Lawson. .. ... Same date.. Do.
5th Joseph Parker Same date Do.
6th James Hendricks Same date Do.
7th WiJliam Nelson February 29. 1776. Do.
8th Peter Helphinston... .

j

March 1,1776 Resigned.............
9th MatthewDenovan Dead................
]

st J oh n Green. . . . . .. . . .

Colonels. Date ofCommis'ns. Promoted or Declined.

A List of Officers in the First and Second Battalions of VIRGINIA Forces, while on Provincial Establishment, with
the date of their Commissions.

Captains.

\

First Lieutenants.

\

Second Lieutenants. Ensigns. Date of Proyincial Commis-
sIons.

(John Green Richard Taylor John Eustice John Lee ... September 6, 1775.

!

John Markham. . . . . . William Cunningham.. . . ..'Joseph Scott. . . . . .. . . .. . . . Tarlton W 004son.. . . .. . . . September.. . ... . . .16, 1775.
John Seayres . . ... . . . Goodrick Crump. .. . . .. . . .!Matthew Smith.. .. . . .. . . . Nathaniel Burwell.. . . .. . . . September.. . . .. . . .18, 1775.

1 t' William Davies Willis Wilson .\Francis Boyakin Jonathan Godwin September .30, 1775.s. John Fleming. .. .. .. . William Lewis... .. .. .. .. ..Tohn Peltus.. ., .. .. .. .. .. . David Anderson.. . . . . .. . .. October.. . .. .
'"

.., 2, 1775.

l

Robert Ballard Edward Garland. - . - . .. .. .'John Clayton.. . .. . .. . . .. . ClaiborneLawson.. . . .. . . . October... . . .
'"

... 7, 1775.
William Campbell.., . DanielTrigg .'Alexander Cuming GeorgeLambert December .15,1775.
George Gibson ..I ................................................(George Johnston Thomas Tibbs. .. .. .. .. .. .'William Samford... . . .. . . . Peyton Harrison - . Se?tember.. . . .. . . .21, 1775.

\

Richard Parker, J un. . CatesbyJones.. . . . . .. . . . . .!John Monroe.. .. . ... . .. . . Alexander Parker September.. . . .. . . .28, 1775.
Wiliiam Taliaferro... John Willis .'SeymoreHooe BelljaminHolmes September .29,1775.

2d. George Nicholas Beverly Dickson .':ThomasRussell Merritt Moore October 3,1775
William Fontaine John Marks Thomas Hughes William Robinson October... . . .

'"
. . .21, 1775.

RichardKidder Meade!Edward Travis Bullar Claiborne... . . ... . . .IJohn Nicholas October... .. . '"
. . .24,1775.

Mor!1:anAlexander.. .;Geor!1:eJump Marques Calmes .John Holden November .27,1775.

Five Companies were added by Convention to complete these Battalions, the Officers to which being appointed since
the Battalions were taken into Continental pay, received Continental commissions only:
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A List of Captains and Subaltern Officers in the VIRGINIAservice, Dates of Commissions, Sic., Sic.

First Lieutenants.

I

Second Lieutenants.

I

Ensi/l"ns.
I

IDate~ ?f com-

I

Promoted, &c.
mJSSlOns.

[

John Green Richard Taylor John Eustace John Lee Jan'y 20,1776. Capt. Green, promoted.
: John Markham William Cunninghame.. Joseph Scott Tarlton Woodson Jan'y 21, 1776. Capt. Markham..do.

§ John Sayres. .. . . .. Goodrick Crump.. . . .. . Matthew Smith. . ... ... Nathaniel Burwell Jan'y 22, 1776. Capt. Sayres. ... .do.
.~ Wi1liam Davies . . . . Wi1lis Wilson. . . ... . . . Francis Boyakin Jona. Godwin. . . .. ... Jan'y 26, 1776. Capt. Davies. do.
~i John Fleming William Lewis John Pettus David Anderson Jan'y 27, 1776. Dead.

~ 1Ro?e.rtBaIJard.. . . . I!:d~ard ~arland John Clayton. . ".
. .. . .. Clairborne Lawson... Jan

'1.
29, 1776.

.

I

WIlham CampbeIJ Daniel Trigg Alexander CummIngs... George Lambert Feb y 3,1776. Resigned.
~ George Gibson - - - - - - - - _ Feb'y 2,1776.
.!:; Thomas Nelson,Jr - - -

_ _ _ _ _ _ _

~ Edw'd B. Dickenson... Thomas Archer, Jr John Quarles Thomas Herbert Feb'y 25,1776.

.

[

George Johnson Thomas Tebbs William Santford Peyton Harrison .Jan'y 23,1776.
~ Richard Parker, Jun... . Castesbv Jones.. . . . .

'"
John Monroe. . . . . .. . . . Alexander Parker. . . . J an 'y 24, 1776. Lt. Monroe, resigned.

~ Wil liam ~alliafero John WiIJ!s . ... . . .. SeymoreHose. . . . ... .. Benj~minHolimes Jan;y 25, 1776.
.~ George NIcholas Beverly DICkson Thomas Russell MemtMoore Jan y 28, 1776. Promoted.

~ ~
William Hontaine John Marks Thomas Hughes William Robertson... Jan'y 30, 1776. LtRo~e~fs~~r:~i~n~;.s.

i Richard Kidder Meade. Edward Travis BuIJar Claiboune 'IJohn Nicholas Jan'y 31,1776. Lt. Travis, promoted in
I

I

Morgan Alexander George Jump Marquis Calmes .
1

.

.

JOhn Holder Feb'y 1,1776. [the Navy.
8 Samuel Hawes, Jun Thomas Jones James Upshaw Thomas Catlatt Feb'y 19,1776.

~ Everard Meade Wood Jones .John Ogleby John Worsham March 8,1776.
lFrancis Taylor William Taylor ..Benj. Porter, Jun ',Francis Cowherd May 8,1776.

Captains.

.
f

Andi'ew Leitch John Peyton Valentine Peyton John Jebbs Feb'y 5, 1776'

l

capt. Leitch,dead.
~ John Fitzg-erald... .. .. . DavidAril\. .. . . .. . . .. . Robert Dade AdamLynn. .. .. .. . . Feb'y 6,1776. Promoted.
~

I

Charles West John Tyler AppolJas Cooper - - - Feb'y 9,1776.
.
~

John Thorton . . Robert Powell. . . . . .. .. John Camp.. .. . .. Robert Slaughter. . . .. Feb 'y 12, 1776.
., J Gustavus Baron Wallace Reuben Brisco Thomas Drake James Davis Feb'y 23, 1776.

~ I William Washington... John Francis Mercer... Alvin Mountjoy Allen WaHer Feb'y 26, 1776.
"1:! IPhil. Richard Fran. Lee Thomas Helen Matthew Whiting, Jun. John Tyler, Jun March 8,1776.
.!:;

l

Thomas Johnson William White Anderson Thompson... Joseph Baynham M'rch 21,1776.

~ John Chilton TohnBlackweH,Jun William Randall, Jun.. _ _ _ _

John Ashby, J un.. . .. .. William Nelson... . . . . . Isham Keith . . . . . Nathaniel Ashby. .. .. _

:
f

Isaac Beale George Walls William Chevry Samuel Jill Feb'y 10,1776.
~ John Morton John Halscome Obadiah Woodson Edward Wood Feb'y 19, 1776.

.~
I

John Brent I!:dwardReed.. .. .. .. .. ThomasSpencer, Jun... Joseph H01l.. . . .. . . . Feb'y 23, 1776.
~ Thomas Ridley Richard Blow AlbridgdonJones Timo. Thorp M'rch 11,1776.
~ l'

Nathaniel Mason Nicholas Massenburg.. John Gilliam John Smith M'rch 14,1776.
James Lucas John Stith William Rodgers Nathaniel Lucas M'rch 19,1776.

< John Watkins, J un.. . .. William Hamlin.. . .. .. Charles Judkins William Boyce.. . . .. . M 'rch 21,1776.
t: IThomas Matthews - -. John Rodgers Henry Whiting M'rch 25, 1776.5

l
Arthur Smith John Goodrick Nicholas Parker, Jun... William Davenport... April 1,1776.

~ John Washington Jason Riddick John Bowes Edward Jiggett.. _

.
r

BurgesBall.. . . .. . . .. . HenryFauntleroy HenryJowles iRobertBeale Feb'y10, 1776.

~ George Stubblefield Ro~e..t Dudley Pe~er.MinD 'iBenj.amin Winslow... Feb:y 12, 1776..
.

!,:;:

J

. John Pleasants, Jun Wilham Mosley Wtlham Ege;leston .,

.

0al1lel Duval Feb y 24, 1776. ResIgned Captam.
.~ Thomas Gaskins, Jun.. Samuel Colston John McAdam .'Le Roy Edwards Feb'y 26, 1776.
~ Gross Souiggs.. . . .. . . . lsh.a,!!Tolbert. . . .

'"
. . J~seph Earley .:Barnab~s ~rthur.. . .. Feb'y 26, 1776.

IoI;j Ralph Faulkner Wilham Fowler Richard Kennon .?ohn FJtzJerald March 1,1776.

< R!chard C. Anderson.. John Anderson William Benlly 'IRobert Tompkins March 7,1776.

s.
1

RIchard Bernard IWatfendal Kendall .Charles Aston,Jun .?ohn Aston, Jun March 9,1776.

~ Harry Terril 'IJohn Goggin Thomas McRenolds... .Robert Watkins M'rch 12,1776.
l Andrew Russell .,James McHaney William Same, Jun .:William Smith M'rch 25,1776.

. r James Johnson. . . ... .. Nicholas Hobson Peter Garland.. . .. . . . . . John Stokes.. . . . . ... Feb'y 16, 1776.
~

I

Oliver Towles Nathaniel Fox Charles Tutt ,... .IJoseph Holliday Feb'y ]6,1776. .
~ Thomas Patterson Joseph Curd James Burnett .!John Barksdale Feb'y 24, 1776. Dead.

'~

{

'
WilliamGregory...

.

. . . Peter Dunn... . . .. . . .

.

..John Gregory.. . . . . . . .'John Ball Feb 'y 26, 1776. Captain Gregory dead.
., SamuelHopkins.. . .. . .Obia Clay Hutchins Burton... . . . .1WilliamDavison.. .. . Feb'y 26,1776.

~ Thomas Rutfen William Halley Avory. WilliamManey 'ICollin Cocke March ],1776.
< SamuelJoranCobell.... AlexanderRose.... .. . . BenjaminTalliaferro...James Barnett March4,1776.
~

I

Thomas Massie John Hockaday Richard Apenon .
[

William Armistead... M'rch 11, 1776.
b:2 Thomas Hutchings.. . . . HenrY' Williams.. . . . .

'IJa,!!~s Conway H.ard!n ~erkins. : . . . . M'rch 21, 1776.
l John Jones, Jun.. . .. . . Peter Jones . .. . . . . .,WIlham Starke, J un... DInwiddie GodwIn.. . _

.

r

Gregory Smith .ThomasHill ReubenHerndon..... .. JamesPendleton... . . Feb'y 7,1776.Promoted.
~ Holt Richeson. .. ... .. . Reuben Lipscomb... . . . Benjamin C. Speller... . Nathaniel Fox... . .. . Feb'y 26, 1776. Do.
~ Charles Fleming William Mosley Willia~ Barnard Mays Carrington Feb'y 29,1776.
IoI;j

i
John Webb Henry young Griffin Faunleroy Henry Waring March 5,1776.

< CharlesTomkies... JamesBaylop ThomasBuckner... . .. SamuelAddeus March7,1776.
~ Nathaniel Cocke Edward Wade Joseph Hobson .Jarply White March 7,1776.
~

I

Matthew Jonett John Thompson Leonard Thompson John Champ Carlem. M 'rch 18,1776.

~
Thomas Posey. .. . . . .. Adam Wallace.. . . . . .. . Roland Madison .. John Laysley... . . . .. M 'rch 20, 1776.

lJoseph Spencer Garland Burnley William While John Cunninghame.. May 8,1776.

rJohn Stevenson Robert Beale 'iEdward Rice :. Simon Morgan Dec'r 10,1775.

~
I

William Darke Daniel Culph "iIsaac Israel John Daniel Feb'y 9,1776.
., George Slaughter Henry Fields 'IJames Hisley John Graves Feb'y 19, 1776.

~
i

Richard C
.

ampbell... . . . MatthiasHite .

I

J ohn Steed LeonardCooper.. . .. . Feb'y 19, 1776. Promoted.
~

Jonathan Clarke Jacob Rin.ker Adam Darling .,JacobP~rrott \1~rch 4,1776.
< Abel Westfall... RobertHiggons .

I

Andrew Turk .Rees Pntchard M rchl2, 1776.
.~

I

David Stephenson .JosephD,ickdom... J~hn Gratton. . . . . .. . .
"

I

'sa,!!~el Coleman. . . . . M ;rch 25, 1776.
~ Thoma.Borry... . .. . .. John Johlf RichardEaston WilhamMade... .. . . '\1rch27,1776.

lWilliamCroghon.. . . . . AbramKirkpatrick... . . JamesHiggons... . . . .. JamesBerwick April19,1776. _

.

I

John Cropper .

I

John Poulson... . . .. . . . James Drummond... . . . Charles Copper. .. ... Feb'y 5,1776.
~; Lewis Joynes Smith Sneed Reuben Joynes Charles Sneed Feb'y 10, 1776.
., Thomas Davis ... Thomas Parramore.. .. . Nathaniel Wilkins Severn Teacle Feb'y 12, 1776. Cashiered.

e::; Thomas Sneed John Nicholas Arthur Teacle.. Wm. Black Bunting.. Feb'y 14, 1776.

~ ThomasWalker.. .
"

. . WilliamHenderson SamuelCarr ...HudsonMartin... . .. M'rch11,1776.5L
C
I. C

t
a~r apP

M
oint.ed a

!: { ap am of armes.

~ l
samuel Woodson Nathaniel G. Morris Robert Woodsen Wm. Holman, Jun... M'rch 13, 1776.
John Hayse Andrew Moore. . . .. .. . James Culbertson John Lewis.. . . .. . . . M'rch 16, 1776.

A true Copy from the Original Lists in the War Office,

J. NOURSE,Clerk.
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JOSIAH BARTLETT TO COLQNEL WfIIPPL:E.

Philadelphia, September 14, 1776.

DEARSIR: I have not received a lin13from YO\1since
yours of the 20th uhimo, from Milford. I have wrote to
you every week since you left this City, which I hope are
come safe to your hand, but shall not write you after this
as I expect you will be on )'our return here by the time
you receive this, orSO()n after. I hope our Legislature has
appointed another Delegate to return with you, that I may
return home immediately on your arrival, and try whether a
change of air will be sen'ic13ableto my heahh, which is very
much altered since you left me, though I am now rather
better than I was last week. I shall be under some diffi-
culty about procuring a horse and waiter to attend me on
my retuI'll, unless you and your colleague will agree to
deliver up one of yours to me for that' purpose on your
arrival, and keep but one to wait on you both here. If you
shall not agree to that, I have wrote to Mrs. Bartlett tQ
procure (if she can) a man and horse, and send witb you
here to accompany me back, as I think it will be much
cheaper and better than to hire here. Pray inform Mrs.
Bartlett of your determination, that she may know what
to do. "

Last Wednesday our Committee met Lord H9we op
Staten-Islana, where they ate and drank together. He
treated them with great civility and politeness; and after about
three hours' conversation, they took their Jeav4;Jofeach other.
His Lordship's conversation was full ofbis friel10ship for
America-particularly the town of Boston, for their respect
to the memory of his brother. He said that the ravaging
and destroying America would give him great pain an~
uneasiness. Dr. Franklin replied that we should take
proper, and he hoped effectual, care to prevent his Lord-
ship's feelings on that account. On the whole all t\w terms
he had to propose were, that we first of all lay dow!lour
arms and return to our allegiance; and then, he said, the
King and Parliament would consider the acts we formerly
complained of, and if they judged it proper would alter or
amend them. They told him that General Sullivan said,
that his Lordship in conversation told him that the King
and Parliament would ~ive up the right of taxation and of
intermeddling with the mtemal police of the Colonies, and
desired to know what authority' he had to say it. Lord
Howe replied, that General Sullivan must certainly bave
misunderstood him, ashe had no right to say any such
thing, nor did he believe the Parliament would give up those
claims. The COIl1mittee are about to publish Jhe whole
affair, which I hope will stop the mouths of the weak and
credulous, who have had great hopes of peace from the
supposed great powers entrusted with Lord Howe as a
Commissioner for that purpose.

Captain Wickes, in the Reprisal, is returned fromMartin-
ico, which beleft the 26th ultimo; he has brought four or
five hundred muskets, some powder, &c., &c. Tbe affair
of the Reprisal and tbe Shark man-of-war in the harbour
of St. Pierre, in Martinico, occasioned the Briti:Jt Admiral
Young to send to the French General, informing him that
the Captain of the Shark would have taken the Pirate ship
commanded by Captain Wickes if it had not been for the
French Forts protecting him, and he, in the name of his
Britannick Majesty, demanded that she should be forthwith
seized and delivered up into his bands, or otherwise his
protecting, not only the trading ships of Rebels, but their
ships-of-war, would be deemed a breach of the peace
between the two nations, and that on his refusal he should
immediately send a man-of-w;tr to acquaint his Britannick
Majesty of the circumstances, &c., &c.

The French General, in answer, told Admiral Young
that he had been misinformed concerning the aff.1ir; that the
forts didnot interfere,but that th4;JShark, after engaging thtj
American vessel for some time, thought proper to quit" ber
and sheer off, and tbat the Forts did not fire on the Shark
til! after she bad quitted the Reprisal, and was attempting,
as they suspected, to seize an unarmed vessel that was then
within reach of their cannon; that Captain Wickes had put
himself under his Most Christian Majesty's protection, and
that he sbouJd 110tdeliver him up, or suffer him to be
injured while there; that if the Admiral had been well
acquainted with him (the General) he would never have
made such a demand of him; that he should immediately

send an account of the affair to the King, his mastC'r, to
whom alone he was answerable for his conduct, &c., &c.
This is the substance as near as I can remember. I have
seen authentick copies of both.

The affair of the Confederation rests at present. The
Committee of the Whole have agreed that ninety regiments
shall be in]isted for five yeal'!!, if not sooner disclwrged
by Congress. . The affair of botJntyis not yet settled; ihe
propos\11of giving lands as a part of the bounty has boggled
us; however, it will be got over in a few days, I believe,
aod sent forward. The great difficulty of raising men for
so long a period, made me think it my duty to prevent
more being required of our State than their just proportion
by .!lumbers; and by producing the return of our number of
inh;tbitants, I have got the proportion to be fixed at three
instead of four regiments for our State, to be raised and
completed for that term.

MI'. Wythe is come to Congress.
My very poonlate of he;tlth m.;tkesit uncertain whether

I may not be obliged to lea"e Congress before your return.
If it sbould happen so, I should be ,'ery glad to meet you
Onthe road,and wOllldtherefore propose your coming the
upper road to Hartford, if you can conveniently.

lam, sir, YOllrfriend and most humble servant,
JOSIAH BARTLETT.

To Colonel Whipple.

War Office, September 14. 1776.

Congress having directed that the"Board of War order
all the French Officers who hav4;J received commissions io
the service of the States, to repair immediately to their
p]ace of destination, the said Officers are hereby required
to repair to their posts without delay.

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

JOHN ADAMS TO MRS. ADAMS.

Philadelphia, Saturday, September 14, 1776.

Yesterday I1)Of(1.ingI returned witb Dr. Franklin and
Mr. Rutledge from Staten-Island, where we met Lord
Howe, amI bad about three hours' conversation with bim.
The result of this interview wil! do no disservice to us. Jt
is now plain that his Lordship has no power but what is
given him in the act of Parliament. His commission
authorizes him to ,grant pardons upon submission, and to
converse, confer, cons\JIt, and advise with such persons as
he may think proper, upon American grievances, upon tbe
instructions to Governours and the acts of Parliament,
and if any errours should be found to have crept in, his
Majesty and the Ministry were willing they should be rec-
tified.

I found yours of 31st of August and 2d of September. I
now congratulate you on your return home with the children.
I am sorry to find you anxious on account of idle reports.
Don't regard them. I think our friends are to blame to
mention such silly stories. What good do they expect to do
by it?'

..

My ride has been of servic~ to me. 'We were absent
but four days. It was an agreeable excursion. His Lord.
ship is about fifty years of age. He is a well-bred man,
but his arldress is not so irresistible as it has been repre-
sented. I could name you many Americans, in your own
neighbourhood, whose art, address, and abilities are greatly
superiour. His head is rather confused, I think.

When I shall return, I can't say. I expect now every
day fresh hands frQm Watertown.

Philad~lphia, September 14, 1776.

On Friday last arrived here from ~Iartinico, the Conti-
nental ship-of-war the Reprisal, Lambert Wickes, Esq.,
commander. On board of said ship came passengers sev-
eral French officers, who we hear are strongly recom-
mended to the honourable the Congress by the GovernoU\'
of Martinico. One of them it is said is an accomplished
Engineer.

On Thursday evening and Friday morning the Hon.
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Rutledge,
Esqs., returned to Ihis city from Staten-Island, where they
spent three hours in a conference with Lord Howe, upon the
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subject of his propQSitionsto the Congress. We bear that
his Lordship possesses no othe,' powers to acconimoclfte the
dispute between Great Britain and the United States than
those mentioned in the act of the British Parliament, for
appointing Commissioners to grant pardons, &c.

A vessel has arrived in this port with two thousand
bushels of salt. The whole of it was immediately bought
up by a respectable merchant 01 this city, who is now se\!-
inO'it out in small quantities, at a very moderate advance,
fo; tbe benefit of the publick.

On Friday last Major-General Prescott and Brigadier-
General McDonald set off from this city for New- York, in
order to be exchanged t<)rMajor-General Sullivan and
Brigadier-General Lord Stirling.

Several letters from France mention the very friendly
disposition of the Court and people of that Kingdom
towards the United States.

NATHAN inLANDs'S RECANTATION.

Hamilton Township, Cumberland County, ~
Pennsylvania, September 14, 1776. 5

J, Nathan Hilands, have' some lime past in words inim-
ical to American liberty expressed myself, which I do by
these presents acknowledge to be sorry for, andrromise for
the future to act agreeable to the directions 0 Congress,
Convention, or Committees, and to hold the same in that
due esteem and respect as becomes a lover of American
liberty; and do likewise allow this, my recantation, to be
put in the publick papers.

By order of Committee: JAMES MOORE, Clerk.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED
NEW-YORK, SEPTEMBER 14, 1776.

The enemy, /i'om their different manreuvres and great
preparations, intend saon to strike a decisive blow. Their
plan is to outflank and hem us in; but I think they will be
disappointed, for the heights above Harlem and King's
Bridge are strongly manned and fortified, and all the points
up to Frog's, securely picketed, the avenues blocked, and
the roads cut up to prevent the approaches of their artillery.

They have opened the Courts of Justice upon Long-
Island, in which Mr Ludlow presides as Chief Judge.
They have confiscated several estates, and condemned one
man to perpetual confinement, to linger out his life in chains,
and to be fed on bread and water. I think such acts of
oppression will turn to OUradvantage; they carry a high
hand, and, flushed with the success which nature and not
their own strength has given them, they think in a little time
to sweep off our army and be in possession of America.
Old Oliver de Lancey is a Co]onel, your poor friend Wood-
hull is killed, and that fawning, treacherous courtier, Gov-
emour Tryon, lies at the point of death. This intelligence
was got from a person who has been among them for some
time, and I think may be depended on.

to get in our rt\ar, and by cutting off the communication with
the main oblige us to force a passage through them on the
terms they wish, or to becorne prisoners in some short time
for want of necessary supplies of provision.

Weare now taking every method in oUrpower to remove
the stores, &c., in which we find almost insuperable diffi-
culties. They are so great and so numerous that I fear we
shall not effect the whole before we meet with some inter-
ruption. I fully expected that an attack somewhere would
have been made last night. In that I was disappointed,
and happy shall I be if my apprehensions of one to-night or
in a day or two are not confirmed by the event. If it is
deferred a little while longer, J flatter myself all will be got
away, and our force be more concentred and of course
more likely to resist them with success. Yesternay after-
noon four ships of war, two of forty and two of twenty-
eight guns, went up the East River, passing between Gov-
ernour's and Long-Island, and anchored about a mile
above the city, opposite Mr. Stuyvesant's, where the Rose
man-of-war was lying before. The design of their going,
not being certainly known, gives rise to various conjectures,
some supposing they are to cover the landing of a part of
th~ enemy above the city, others that they are to assist in
destroying our battery at Horn's Hook, that they may have
a free and uninterrupted navigation in the Sound. It is an
object of great importance to them, and what they are
industriously trying to effect by a pretty constant cannonade
and bombardment.

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to mention to
Congress, that the pay now allowed to nurses for their
attendance on the sick is by no means adequate to their
services-the consequence of which is, that they are ex.-
tremely difficult to procure; indeed they are not to be got,
and we are under the necessity of substituting in their place
a number of men from the respective regiments, whose
service by that mf'ans is entirely lost to the proper line of
their duty, and but little benefit indeed to the sick. The
officers I have talked with upon the subject all agree that
they should be allowed a dollar per week, and that for less
they cannot be had. Our sick are extremely numerous,
and we find their removal attended with the greatest diffi-
culty. It is a matter that employs much of our time and
care, and what makes it most distressing, is the want of
proper and convenient places for their reception. I fear
their sufferings will be great and many j however, nothing
on my part that humanity or policy can require shall be
wanting to make them comfortable, so far as the state of
things will admit of.

I have the hOTlourto be, w.ith great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

Petition of Major-General GREr..~t tmd others for a re-
consideration of the Proceedings oj a Council of General.
Officers.

September 11. 1776.

MAY l'r PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: The situation of

the army under your Excellency's command is, in ouropln-
. . . .

.'
. . .. . .

ions so critical and dangerous, that we apprehend a Board
GENERAL WASHI~G'TON 'ro 1"aE 1'R'ESIDENT OF CONGRESS. of General Officers should be immediately called for the

[Read September16.]
..

purposeof consideringit. We do not mean to condemnas
New-Yor)r,September14. 1776. unwise or imprudent any measures which have heretofore

SIR: I have been duly honoured with your favour of the been taken, but we conceive a reconsideration of an impor-
10th, with the resolution of Congress which accompanied it, tant question determined at the last Board of General Officers
and thank them for the confidence they repose in my to be absolutely necessary to satisfy our own apprehensions
judgment respecting the evacuation of the city. I could and the apPI'ehensions of many e}\:cellent Field Officers and
wish to maintain it, because I know it to be of importance, others, from the dispositions now making by the advice of
but am fully canvinced that it cannot be done, and that an that Board.

- attempt for that purpose, if persevered in, might and most We know the danger and bad policy of giving way to
c'ertainly would be attended with consequences the most applications for the reconsideration of common propositions,
tatal and alarming in their nature. Sensible of this,sev-

.
which may have been solemnly determined, but the preseOt

eral of the General Officers, since the determination of the case is of such magnitude and is big with such consequences
Council mentioned in my last, petitione<1that a second to all America, that a breach of common forms and even
Council might be called to reconsider the propositions which the risk of establishing wrong precedents, should, in our
had been before tbem upon the subject. Accordingly, I opinions, be now overruled.
caned one on the 12th, when a large majority not only What we have to offer to your Excellency in general
determined a removal of the army prudent but absolutely council, proceeds not from fear of personal danger nor the
necessary, declaring they were entirely convincen, from a ejqJectation of deriving to ourselves any honom and reputa-
full and minute inquiry into our situation,that it was ex- tion froma change of measures: it proceedsfroma loveof
tremely pel'ilous, and from every movement of the enemy our country and a determined resolution to urge the best
and the intelligence mceived, their plan of operation was and wisest measures, and finally, to execUte if possible even

""
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ColonelPrescott........... ..... .. ..... .... 1 1 1 4 5 3 3 1 1 1 - 1 1 ]8 13 1531691 12, 65 2 399 2 - 241 - 4 - - -
ColonelWard.............................. ] - 1 4 8 6 6 1 1 1 - ]
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2011231 2,174 - 502 1 3 ]]8 - . - - -
Colonel WyJIys ........................... ] - - 5 7 8 7 1 1 1 - 1 1 31 14 199180\ 41147 - 530 1 - llO - - ] - -
ColonelDurkee............................ 1 - - 6 6 7 8 ] 1 - . ] 1 29 ]3 303115 ]104 - 520 - 3 ]20 - ] - - -
Colonel Tyler. . . .. . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . . . ~~~.2 ~~.2~..: ~~..:.2 ~~~:~~1124~I
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General McDoUGALL'SBrigade.
LateMcDOUgall...........~...............r- 1 6 7 5\ 8 1 ] 1 -

1\
- 16 13 238 49 59 78 4 428 4 1 212 - - - 6-ColoneISmallwood......................... 1 1 1 7 7 7 7 - ] 1 ]. 1 31 14 397146 1526 - 584139292 - 3 - - .

ColonelWebb............................. - - - 3 2 3 3 1 - 1 - 1 1 17 9 233 122 10 176 1 542 - 4 98 1 - - - - .
ColonelRilzema...........................1 ] ] 1 4 7 66- 1 1 - III ]9 8 265 65 30 71 3 434 - 5 206 - 1 - 2-

TotAl,with Artificers.................. 223.2023212423413!318344 11333s21114351S198817198081,4-=-S-=-

General SCOTT'S Brigade.

ColonelLasher. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 1
] IlOilO 10 - 1
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] . ] ] 20 ]3 317]]9 36 35 3 510 l - -117'

9 -
ColonelMalcom... . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ., ] ] ] 1O,l] 19 - ] 1 ] - ] - 30 ]7 237 37 10 13 1 297 - 3 372 - - . 6
ColonelDrake... ., .. .. ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. ., ] ]

1101 8]0 . 1 ] ] - ] ] 28 ]3 244 78 99 38 - 459
217

2]] 7 - . 3
ColonelHumphrey... .... . .. ., . . .. ... .. ... - 1 - 515 5 ..:\~~

] - 17 7 165 5] 27 ]7 ]
261 - 3 80 41

] - -
335'3";« -9sT50 ----- 5,t5l7,S13 61l3'i1!ls~-i8Total. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 4 -1 3 3 4 . 4 2 963 285 ] 72 103

General WADSWORTH'S Brigade.

Colonel SB~e . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
III

] 8 8 7 8 . 1 1 - 1 11 31 14 240173 1 68 - 482 1 2 ]82 - 2 - - -
Colonel Se den. . . .. .. ... . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . 1 ] 1 8 7 8 6 ] 1 1 - - I' 31 12 253146 - 65 - 464 1 4 200 - ] - - -
ColonelGay.. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . - 1 ] 7 8 8 8 1 ] ] ] ]

i\
31 ]6 253 149 - 46 1 449 ] - 2]5 - - -

Colonel Bradley. . . ... . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . ] ] ] 7 8 8 8 1 ] ] - 1 32 15 449 59 20 37 . 569 - 1 71 4 2 - 1 .
I - -- - -TotAl................................ 3'44303131,303'4 41341-12557 1195'527212161!1964,g 716684 5 1

, Brigade commanded by Colonel SILLIMAN. ,

Colonel Silliman ,.. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ] 1 1 4 7 7 6 I 1 I - 1 - 32 ]5 233 1lI 3 67'
] 415 - 1 249 - - 16

II -Colonel Thom~son.. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . - ] - II 9 - 11 - 1 ] . I - 61 ]5 ]60 243 - 131-416- . - - 1 3429-
Lieutenant-CoonelLewis................... - 1 - 3 5 - 3 - 1 1 - 1 - 21 7 148140 - 12 - 300 - - - - 3 51 18 -
Lieutenant-Colonel Mead.. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . - ] 1 6 8 - 6 - ] ] - ] - 30 4 112 III 6 2] 8 258 . - - - - - 6 .
ColonelHinman. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . 1 1 1

~I::-
8. 1 1 - - - 32 9 24148 31 34 - 237- . - - 5 67 2 -

--- 6TIi753140-----Total.. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 2 5 3 34.41 734, 1 5 5 4 - 176 50 147 9,1626 - 1 249 . 9 168,56

General NIXON'S Brigade.
,

ColonelVamum. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. . - 1 ] 6 7 6 8 . ] 1 - 1 - 21 1025292'1 391 4 - 249- - - - -
Colonel Little.. .., . .. . . . .. . . ... . .. .. .. .. .. . ] ] 1 8 5 7 6 ] 1 ] 28 14 309 28 44 72 - 453 - - ]86 1 ]
Colonel Hitchcock.. .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 ] 7 6 5 5 1 ] 1 1 ]9 15 209 104 5 50 . 368 - - 272- 2
Colonel Nixon.. ., . . . . . . .... . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 1 1 5 3 5 5 1 ] . 21 9 234 79 21 85- 419 ] 1 22] - 2
Colonel Bailey.. . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . 1 ] 1 5 5 4 7 1 1 I 1 17 ]]

1791169 315 - 503 - 1 128- 1 1
,

TotAl................................ 59 1183'472'"821397 ~2J3lS
-,--

3 5 5 3] 2627 31 4 4 5 3 106 2110561] 6 1

General CLINTON'S Brigade.
ColonelGlover.. .. . ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . 1 I 1 6 5 4 7 - ] - - ] ] 20 ]5 177 45 81]31 - 365 - - 275 - - - 4 -
Colonel Read. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . ] 1 ] 8 7 6 8 - 1 ] - - ] 31 ]6 163 ]83 9]50 - 505 1 - ]35 . 1 - . -ColonelBaldwin.. .. . .... .. .. .. .. . ... . .. .. . - ] ] 4 4 5 6 ] 1 1 - 1 ] 21 10 2U4174 8 82 - 468 - ] ]72 - ] - . -Late ColonelLearned.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 1 ] 8 8 8 8 ] ] 1 . 1 ] 32 14 183 12U 6211 1 521 - 2 l19 - 4 . - -- - -- --- -- -- - - - - 1271522-- - --- -- - - - -- - -Total.. .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . 2 4 4:2624 23f29 2' 4 3 . 3 4 104 55 3] 574 1 ]859 ] 3 701 6 4

General HEARD'S Brigade.

Colonel Van Cortlandt........... ,.........
'11

III 6' 51 5

r
I 1 - ]

r
61 208131 281 2 - 2691 3 4

16311'
. I- 5ColonelJohnson.. .. . . .. .. . ... . . .. .. .. . . ... - l' 1 7 5, 5 6 - ] 1 - ] - 22 12 204 29 - . 2 235 5 3 227 1. ];]0 24

ColonelNewcomb..... . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. 1 1 1 7 7\ 7 7 ] 1 1 - 1 1 28 5' 268 46 19, 2 - 336 -I 9 167 - - - 7 -
Colonel Forman.. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .... ] -]36781] 1 - ] ] 21 ]2( 267134 55

]]
5 372

212 1041
] - - 23 -

Colonel Marlin'. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ..
'l~

11887711

'45,31 3113132 4 5

1 - 1 - 28 12 305 64 10 1 2 382 - 3 200 1 1 - 1 1

Tolal. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 4 5\~15 3 121 4;!1252!204 11216 9, ]594,10,21861\41-14130

General FELLOW'S Brigade.
.

ColonelHolman... . .. . .. .. .. .. . .... .. .. ... ]
1

II

8
8/818

1 III - 1 ]1
32 16

"'Ill"
- "'6 -

~-T 1-

:! :
Colonel Cary. . .

"
. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. I I

]
10 10 9 6 -

11

] - ] 1 35 ]9 362]51.. 56 - 569 5 1 163 - . -ColonelSmith.. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ]
1 1 8 8 8 S 1 1 ] - 1 I, 32 ]6 3931129 - 38 - 551. - - - 1 1

Total... .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .
'"

... 333'2;;2;;'25'222 3 3 ~33'"99 5i,1l221396I~i87~ 1726511I63~11-] ~I-:-
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erroneous ones, 'which, on cool, dispassionate reconsidera-
,tion, cannot be avoided.

NATHL. GREENE, Major-General.
JNO. NIXON, Brigadier-General.
THos. MIFFLIN, Brigadier-General.
REZIN BEALL, Brigadier-General.
SAML. H. PARSONS,Brigadier-General.
JAMES WADSWORTH.

I think it a mark of wisdom to reconsider opinions upon
subjects of high importance, whenever so many respectable
gentlemen request it as have signed above me. I therefore
heartily concur with them in the application above men-
tioned.

JOHN MORIN SCOTT, Brigadier-General.

To His Excellency General Washington.

A Return of the Army in the service a/the UNITED STATES OF A;»ERICA,in and near the City o.{NE~-Y ORK,commanded
by His Excelltncy GEORGE WASHINGTON,Esqmre, General and Commander-m-Chzef.
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Return continued.

CommisSioned.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

Sta,ff'.
RANK AND FILE.

I

Wanting
to

complete.

.RIteralions
since

last Returns.

. D'i . vi

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .~.c ~~
_~ _m~ ..;j

"
",.." 6,01 cc~~ "O~ .

~>.~~eg 'C~ 't:S
~ 0 m;;;S. ~ ~ s .s lIS

.:~ E .Q e L: ~ CI ; . ~ -d .
~ ~.5 i5 "0 ~ .; ; ~ :i ~ rJO ,=..g P.. lIS o::s . ~ ~ ] -.:

~ ~ ~. c
o i .0"_

_a:t :: ~
o .~.fQ.

.~ t:.. e ~. _~ 0 ~ rl
""', -

"" " "
OJB d d d b C I D , cd- -- ~ ..:..: ~~, 2 ~ :.=CIS

"

~ ~ .:
nga e comman e yo. OUGLASS.8~~.~ ~ J5~0 % dZ~~ J; J5 J5 5 5 ~ Jj 0 ~ .= 0 ~ Q ~

-----------
C ] J D

. ] 1 1 1 7 8 8 8 1 1 1 1 1 6 314112 - 77 - 506 - - 172 - - - - -o one ouglass '8
162 39 1 13 - 215. - -. 41 _ _ColonelPettibone.................... ....

"
1 1 1 8 8 - 4 1 1 1 - 1 -

7 46 22 55 3 _ 126
_ _

4ColonelCook.... .. .. .. .. 1 - 1 7 7 -
~ ~

] ] - 1 -
8 104101 _ 29

_
240.

_ _ _ _ _
6'ColonelTalt:ott.. .. .. .. ..

'"
1 - 110 5 - 1 1 - 1 -

21118108. 47
_ _ .. _ _ _ _ _

.

ColonelChapman.... .... ............. 1 ] ] 8 7. 9 - ] 1 - - - -
Total 53540358i31455~"41 Im,38256169~1087

-:- ~ 172~~I-41 iO-=-

Brigade commanded by Colonel CHESTER.

ColonelChester.. .... ............ 1 1 1 8 7 8 8 - 1 1 - 1 1 31 15 338 93 5 98 -1 535 . - 12955

~

1 -

~

-Lieutenant-ColoneIPitkin - 1711 - 9 - 1 I. 1 - 46 19.21976- - - 391- - - - - - . -
Colonel Baldwin - 1 11211 . 10. 1 1 - 1 1 70 31 169152 31 4628 426. - - - 1 2318 -MajorStrong............. ......... - - ] 412 1 11 1 1 1 - 1 1 56 19 220 90 37 6 1 344. - - - 3

1

25 5 -
Major Newbury - - 1 474 9. 1 1 - .1 1 37 18 232 87 30 78 - 437.. - . - 2 7 -

Total .1]T'2 53514837 47155 ~5"4 240 11021178 49810312283021331-=-~1295s75i30 =-

Brigade commanded by Colonel SARGENT.
ColonelSargent.. ..

"
., . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,

.

. 1

1

'
1 - 8 6 7

1

2 -

~

11 1

1

- 1 1 21 14 295 63 71

1

98 -I 527 - - 113

~

" - 2-
ColonelSelden - - 210 5. 5 1 I

l

l" 1 - 24 7 118 63 53 13
_

1

319 . - - 1 - . 8 11
Colonel Talcott ~1~~~.2.:.j~~~-=--.: .:.~~ 308

-=- -=--=- ~~.:.-=-~
- ~_: =--=-

Total 2, 2 224,18 7:14 3 31. 4 1 94 35 7111261241111 -I 845.
"

113 I - . ,10 11

General MIFFLIN'S Brigade.
ColonelHand. ... .. ... .. . ... 1 11- 3 7 6

\

5 I 1 I -11 1 21 14 210 25 18 10 5 288 4 2 354 3 - 2 11
"Colonel Shee .. .. ........ ......... ..... 1 1 1 8 6 9 8 - 1 1 1 1 1 31 10 348 93 49 - 3 496 1 6 144 - 1 - 3-

Colonel Magaw 1 1 1 7 7 7 8 1 1 1 - 1 1 32 11 302119 48 ~ 2 480 - 5 160 - 7 3 4
_

ColonelHutchinson 1 1 1 6 6 7

1

6 - 1 1 - 1 - 25 13 31! 63 11121; - 513 1 1 12621 1 7]2 3
Colone] Allee .., - - 3 6

1

"
1 1 1 1 - - - 11 7 182 11 49 - . 243 - - - - . - 19 69

Colonel Miles. .. ...... - . 1 5 9 - - ] 1 ]
~ . - 15 5 15347 38 11. 355- - - - - - 4135

Colonel Ward. .... .... .. .. .,..~I~~ ~ .2~j~~ ~ ~~!~~I~ ~ 296 _~~~.:. ~ ~ -.:~.:. ~ -=-.:.-=-
Total 55 540485335: 5 7 725 3 165 74]80241022323210,2812 716 9912410 1253297

General G. CLINTON'SBrigade.

Colonel Nichols , {";...

~

1 1 4 6\ 3 - - 1 1 - 1 - 19 13' 223 53 4 9 - 289 2 1 80' - 2 _ _ _

ColonelThomas...
"

.. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. . ... 1 - 1 8 8 8 - - - 1 - 1. 28 16 283 45 10 9 7 354 1 1 121 2 2 - 10
_

ColonelSwartwout..... .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 1. 9 7 9 - . 1 1 - 1 1 29 15 256 66 4 27 11 364 2 1 117. .
- 43

_
ColonelPowlings... .. .. .. .. .. . .

"
..

'"
1 1 1 8 7 6. - 1 1 - 1.. 21 15 220 85 1 47 5 358. 3 120 - - - 4.

ColonelGraham... .... .. .. .... ..........
"

1 1 1 6 8 8" - 1 1 - 1 - 24 15 226 40 - - 1 267 - - 158

1

' - - 4-
.

T...tal... 5]4 4 3536134~-:-4.5,~151-i2iT74,12081289199224I]632 56 596]_~-=-611-=-

A Return of the Regiment of Artillery, in the service of the UNITEDSTATES,commanded by HENRYKNOX,Esquire.
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" .:'

g ..c: ;;;'
d'" " '" " 0 <>

'"
cdo 0 _ rJ) 0 ~ ~ rJ) ~ rJ) 0 ~ ~ 0

------------------ - 4 3 3 8 1 1 1 - 1 1 15 14 20 21 _

-11--1 1187_1- 1- - - -. - - - -1- 34-
- 2 6 4 7 - - - - . - 9 11 17 20 _

Present, tit for duty . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .
Sick,present..........................
Sick, absent, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .
Oncommand... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .
Onfurlough...........................

oj
co
'0o

1.
.
.
- - - -

Total .I 111TsI9T7"T161 lll-=-Ill!ww 4852-=-
--

,-~,-- .-

PROCEEDINGS OF A COUNCIL OF GENERAL OFFICERS.

At a Council of War held at General 1JfcDougall's
Quarters, September 12, 1776.

Present-His Excellency General Washington; Major-
Generals: Putnam, Heath, Spencer, Greene; Brigadier-
Generals: MijJlin, Parson$, McDougall, Nixon, Wadsworth,
&ott, Fellows, Clinton.

The General read a Letter signed by some General Offi-
cers, proposing that there should be a reconsideration of the
matter determined in Council last week, with respect to
the state and further disposition of the Troops.

The question was put whether the determination of last
week should be reconsidered, and the opinions were as fol-
lows:

To reconsider: Generals Beall, Scott, Fellows, Wads-
worth, Nixon, McDougall, Parsons, MijJlin, Greene, Put-
nam.

.;
~
~
oi:J ~

'"'" '"e e
'" d
~ ~

--
13 127

29
1 13
5 89

3

191 261.

- - - -- - - - - - - - - -

To adhere: Generals Spencer, Clinton, Heath.
It was considered what number of men are necessary to

be left for the defence of it/ount Washington and its depen-
dencies; agreed that it be eight thousand.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head.Quarters, New-York, September 12,1776.
(Parole, Franklin.) (Counteroign, eo..gr )

The difficulty of procuring milk and other proper food
for the sick, has induced the General to establish an Hospital
where those necessaries can be procured in plenty. The
regimental sick are, therefore, to be immediately mustered
for this purpose. One of the Hospital SurO'eonswill attend
witb the Regimental Surgeon. Such as a:e able to remove
themselves will be allowed so to do, under the care of a
proper officer.

A suitable officer, not under the rank of a Captain, is to
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be appointed by the Brigadier out of each brigade, to attend
slich sick of each brigade as cannot remove themselves;
they are under the advice of the Surgeon, who also attends
to see that all proper care is taken for their comfort while
removing and afterwards.

The same Court-Martial which tried Major Popst to try"
Major Hatfield, charged with" making a false report of the
guards."

As the care of the sick is an object of great importance,
the General direct~ that a person, not under the rank of a
Captain, be also appointed in like manner in each brigade,
who shall be empowered to procute necessaries for them,
and moneys furnished for that purpose, he taking care that
the utmOst regu]arity and care be used.

John Porter, Esq., is appointed Paymaster to Colonel
Ward's Regiment, in the Continental service.

Head.Quarters, New-York, September 13,1776.
(t'irole,Newark.) (Cou'II"..iIO,~mboy.)

Sergeant. Clements, late of the General's guard, convicted
by a Court-Martial, whereof Colonel :Malcom was Presi-
dent, of "remissness of duty," is ordered to be reduced to
the ranks. The General approves the sentence, and orders
that he be sent back to the regiment from which he was
taken.

.. The visiting officer has again reported that the men from
Colonel Silliman's, Colonel Lewis's, and Colonel Thomp-
son's regin'lents go upon guard deticient in ammunition, and
with bad arms. The General hopes the officers of those
regiments will immediately attend to it.

Simon Learned, late Lieutenant in Learned's Regiment,
having resigned his commission a'S Lieutenant, is appointed

. Paymaster to said regiment.
General Fellows's Brigade to remove into the adjoining

out-houses, and raft the boards which compose their present
encampment to King's Bridge, or such part of them as
may be deemed necessary by him.

A disappointment with respect to a proper place for tbe
removal of the sick, in some measure vacates the mder of
yesterday, and the following is now to be attended to and
obeyed. The situation of the Army rendering it difficult
to make that provision 101'the relief and supportof tbesick
in the City of New- York which their cases may require,
in order in the mOst speedy and effectual manner to remove
the sick to some p]ace where they can be supplied with
every thing necessary for them, the General directs the Sur-
geons of each brigade, under the immediate inspection of
the Brigadiers, to examine the state of the sick, and to make
a list of the names of such as they suppose can remove
themselves to the Brigadier-General of the briO"ade, who is
directed to send stich convalescent persons t; some con-
veuient place in the neighbourhood of New- York, to be
"Chosen by llnd be under tbe care of a discreet officer and
"doe of the Regimental Surgeons, who is in the most prudent
'manner to make the necessary provision for the reception
and support of such convalescent persons, who are imme-
diately to be returned to their regiments, when tbeir health
will admit of their doing duty. Such as are so ill as not to
be aote forem6Ve thenrselves, are to be collected under the
care of another officerof the like rank in one place, and
notice given to the Director-General of tbe Hospital, that
they may be taken proper care of. In each of the above
cases, the superintending officer is permitted. to layout
money in the most frugal manner for the comfortable sub-
sistence of his sick, which will be allowed him on rendering
his account.

Mr. Hendrick Fisher rsappointed Paymaster to Colonel
Prescott's Regiment;

Charles Holby Hubbard, Esq., to Colonel Sargent'8
Regiment, until the person arrives who is designed for that
office.

Head-Quarters, New-York, Septernber14, 1776.

(Parole, Bri.tol.) (Counter.i«u, Roxbury.)

The Court of Inquiry on Major Hatfield notbaving been
able to proceed, he is released from his arrest until they
can attend.

The General is exceeding]yanxious that every so1dier
should be we]] provided with ammunition, and desires that
every officer will be careful to see there is no deficiency in

.
this respect, as it is highly probable they may soon be called
to action.

It is so critical a period, and so interesting to every true
lover of his country, that the General hopes that every officer
and soldier will now exert himself to the utmost. It is no
time for ease Or indulgence; the arms of the men, the con-
dition of the sick, care to prevent imposition in order to
avoid danger and duty, vigilance of sentries and guards, are
all now requisite. We have once found tbe bad conse-
quences of a surprise: let the utmost care be used to prevent

another. For this purpose the General directs, that none
be put out as sentries at night but picked men, that they be
visited every half hour, and every motion of the enemy
narrowly watched.

General Wadsworth's Brigade to furnish two sentries
upon the road, to prevent wagons in the publick service
going out empty or carrying sick.

Bt'flJ'umin HaYVfOod, late Lieutenant in the Fourth Re-
giment, is aPfloifited Paymaster to said regiment.

Captain Brown is excuserl from duty on account of his
assisting the Qarterh'l~ster-GetJeral.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL josEPH REED TO
MRS. REED, DATED NEW-YORK, SEPTji:MBER 14, 1776.

The enemy are evidently intending to encompass us on
this Island by a grand military exertion, which, if successful.
must immortalize the name of Howe, to get this whole army
al1d its stb~esin their power. I hope they wiII fail. It is
now a trial of skill whether they shall or not, and every
night we lie down with the most anxious fears for the fate
of to-morroW. My own personal safety is not regarded
further than as respects you and our dear children. If my
life would render any essential service to my country, I
would cheerfully lay it down. I am called aWay.

Ever yoot's, &c.
P. s. Mybaggageis all at King's Bridge. ,We expect

to removethither thisevening. I meanour Head-Quarters.

CAPTAIN HAMILTON'S CERTIFICATE.

I do herebycertify that William. Douglass, the bearer
hereof, faithfully served as a Matross in my company till he
lost his arm by an unfortunate accident, while engaged in
tiring at some of the enemy's ships. He is therefore recom-
mended to the attention of those who have been appointed
to carry into executionthe late resolveof the Continental
Congress, by which provision is made for all persons dis-
abled in the service of the United States.

A. HAMILTON,Captain of Artillery.
New-York, September 14, 1776.

EZEKIEL CHEEVER TO GENERAL GATES.

King's Bridge Inlet, September 14, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: Being on board a sloop in which Major
Pierce bas taken passage for Albany, embarrassed and per-
plexed to have the sloop cleared of Btores brought from
York, in order to proceed to Albany, although not of my
department, I have effected the same. Wben I tirst saw
Mr. Pierce in York, I did not think he would be of any
service for this campaign; but he has surprisingly fast rec~
vered health. His great anxiety to be with you in short
time as possible,has induced me to mention tbe affair.

Last evening four ships-of-war more passed the East
River up to Horn's Hook; the particulars I don't know, all
I am in this place to take care of ordnance and stores, and
have no One to assist me. I must refer vou to Mr. Pierce
for particulars. Wisbing youalJ imaginable success in the
department, and great good luck to ourselves, I remain, with
the truest regard and esteem, your rnost humble servant,

EZEKIEL CHEEVER.

To Hon. Major-General Gates.

GENERAL HEATH TO HUGH HUGHES, A. <to Ji.I. G.

King's Bridge, September 14, 1776.

DEAR SIR: You are immediately 10 engage find impl'B3S
all the wagons and teams that you possibly can, which, with
those here, you are to send to New- YQrk, where they ~
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ext;emely wanted. Tlw ve~sels~ls.Qwhicncome up with
stores, baggage, &c., ml;lst be unloaded without delay, and
~~I)t down. I am, sir, yours, &c.
To Hugh lIugkclJ, Esq., Assistant Ql;I!!rtermaster-General.

P. S. Such wagons as have taken sick contrary to orders,
lire to be sent back immediately.

()Al''li'!IJSf ~A¥J.Y 'rP Q}:~E.RA.I. WAS.HINGTON.

Camp While.Plains, Seplember 14, 1776.

SIR: I am extremely sorry that the present circumstances
of my family will not admit of my indulging an inclination
to continue in the service; and as the new arrangement
which is about to take place will probably occasion some
supernumerary officers. in . the regiment!n ",:hich I com-
mand a company, the>JustICedue to the mferJourand very
deserving officers of the same regiment, who are determined
to spend their lives in the army, and the duty I owe my
country, induce me to remove an obstruction to their pro-. motion, and offer my resignation, which I flatter myself you
will do the regiment the justice and myself the satisfaction
to accept.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
MOUNTJOY BAYLY, Captain.

To His Excellency Gen. Washington, Camp Whitc-Pl(Jin~.

GILBERT LIVINGSTON TO Nf:W-YORK CONVENTION.
Poughkeepsie, September 14, 1776.

SIR: Your letter of the 14th is safely come to hand.
Am sorry it is not in my power to take the chain down to
the fort. Tne iron the Committee (by the advice of the
smiths) first engaged, On working up, we find vastly short
of the quantity wa.nteQ. Sjnce I haye been here, have been
obliged (no other of the Committee being with me) to send
I!n ex.press tQthe (orge for ten tons more. This, I fear, will
cause a delay We by no means expected, and as finishing
the wqrk depends on the contingency of getting the iron, it
is impossible for me to guess the time when it will be ~njs\1ed,
I sincerely wish that at least one of the gentlemen of the
Committee were with me, as I expect to be obliged to go
down to th(J FQrt tQ see th~t th~ apparatus is got ready to
fasten and stretch hef chain with, that there may be no delay
on that accQt,mt. If ()ne qf the getJtI.ernen comes up, it will

be lJeCess~ry that hi:J brings at least two or three thoq.san~
pounds with him, as Qur Treasury is nearly exhausted.
.

I am, sir, with great respect, YQurvery humble servant,
GILaERT LIVINGSTQN.

1'94brq"J"fl:'lfI,fiJieS, Jl,tU., Esq., President of the ConVen-
tiQI'I(If the :StJ~t{]of New.~ YQrk.

GENERAL SCHUYLE~ TO THE PR:&SIDJ<.:N'.I.'(IF .CQJS'~R~SS.

[Re!l~SepleR1ber 2;}, 1776.)
.

Albany, September 14,1776.

SIR: When I had the hon.ourto address Congress on th,~
9th instant, it ~as probable that I should h;l.Vebeen'under
~he necessity of marGhing the Militia either to Ticonderoga
or into Tryon County; that necessity is superseded, as Con-
gress will perceive by the information conta,iped in the
enclosed papers, in cQnsequence of which the Militia are
dismissed; 3,ndt do, therefore, now, agreeable to my reso-
lution signified in that letter, hereby resign my commission
~ Major~Gen~ral in t.h~Army of the American S41tes,and
all and every other offi,ceQrappointment which I have been
honoured w.i.thby the honourable Coptinental Congress.

I do 1)ot,however, by this step mean to decline or elude
1),0inquiry which Congress may hereaft.erbe pleased to make
into my conduct; on the contrary, it is a duty I owe to my-
self, to my family, and to .the respectable Congress of this
State, by whose recommendation, unsolicited by me, Con-
gress, I believe, was induced to honour me with a command,
that I should exculpate myself fi'Omthe many odious charges
with which the country resounds to my prejudice. I trust I
shall be !ll>lefully to do it to the confusion of my enemies
anc,!thei.r abettors.. But aggrieved as I am, my countrymen
will find that I shall not be influenced by any unbecQming
resentment, but that I will readily persevere to fulfill the
duties of a good citi~en, and try to promote the weal Qfmy
native country by evtJry effort in my power. I trust tbat

my successor, whqever he may be, will find that matteI'Sare
as properly arranged iothis department as tbe nature of tb~
service will admit, I shall most readi)y give him any
information and assistance in my power.

As Congress may perhaps judge it necessary that a Gen-
eml Oftj.cer shQ!]ld constantly reside at this place, I shaH
continue tQ act asl!sual ,umil such q reilSQIla.bl.etime is
elapsed in which one cQPld be sent, which, ~ slwuhl Sllp-
pose,nee.d not .exceed a for~njght. 1 wi~h ~t the soonest
possib{e,as I propose Ilttending my dllty in Congress with
out delay.

It is a n~t!Jralwi!ih,sir, th~t those gentlemenwhohave
beelJOf wy family, and incline to continue in the service,
shouldbe providedfor. The office of Deputy MustermJ~&-
ter-General in this department is vacant; Congress wiU
permit me to recommend my Secretary,Captain Richard
Varick, a gentleman of merit, strict honour, probity, and
capacity, to that employment. Major Henry Brockholst
Livingston, my Aid-de-Camp, I also beg leave to recom-
mend to the !!H,entionof Congress as a gentleman of f!.most
amiable !lnd deserving character; Major Re1t$$elaer, my
other Ai~-de'Gamp, declines any further service. '

I am e'ftremely sorry that I jlln not the only Onl'!of tbe
Geper~1 Ofikers in this department against whom the viru-
lent tongue of sland,erhRS be.en employed. I perceive by
General A17Iold'$ letter tP.at his reputation is also cruelly
attacked. I h;we. not tI;.el.e,astdoubt of dIi:Jfalsity of the
reports tbat prevail to his prejudice; btH as I haveexpe-
rienced that inn.OGence ~ nO gua.rd against malev.olence, 1
am tne less astonished at what is said of bim. I sincerely
lament that this l!llhappy spirit is so prevalent at a time
when unanimity is so esseptially necessary. I dread the
consequences to our Commoncaqse; we have external evi\s
sufficient to contend with, without adding that of internal
dissension.

As Mr. DQu1,/Jis removed o!.Hof town, am!.the other'
Commissioners of Indian, Affairs reside so remote that they
cannot pay attention to that department, I humbly conceive
it will be necessary that others should be immediately
appointed.

.

I beg leave to suggest to Congress the neces:;ity of a
speedy answer to the matters I laid before them respecting
the Nantikoke IlJdians, as the Ochquaques have already
called upon me to know if I had received an answer.

I am informed that the term for which some of the New-
Jersey and Pennsylvania troops, now at Ticonderoga, were
engaged will soon expire, and that there is reason to appre-
hend many of the men will not reengage; if so, it may be
attended with many disagreeable and dangerous conse-
quences. Permit me earnestly to entreat Congress to tilke
some measures to retain them if possible. '

I am, sir, with very sincere regard, your most obedient,
humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Hon. John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 14, 1776.

DEAR GENERAl.: Your favour of the 11th I had the
pleasure to receive yesterday. I am happy to learn that
General Arnold and our flee,tare safe. I tbink his plan of
being supported by a number of armed batteaus a good one.
But would it not in that case be best for him to keep a
station somewhere near the Split-Rock, that he might be
more readily reinforced in case of necessity? '

Mr. Livingston infQrmed me that no pork is to be had in
any part of the country. Would it n'ot be well to send
some of the best cattle to the fleet in the galleys and 0'00.-
dola, or to send them a daily supply of corned beef fn a
batteau doubly manned? It is probable tbat it would keep
a few days, as the weather begins to grow cool.

I have advised the Commissioners of what you say rela-
tive to the persons that have accounts to adjust.

.

I have not yet had aline from Colonel Dayton since that
of the 4th instant. I am in hopes the account he sent me
was groundless. If I do not hear from him to-day, I shall
take it for granted that it was so and dismiss the Militia.

I cannot inform you of what is passing at New- York.
General Washington's time is .sP totally engrossed that I
can hardly expect be should write me, unless there is an
absolute necessity.
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It is much to be lamented that calumny is so much
cherished in this unhappy cOllntry, and that so few of the
servants of the publick escape the malevolence of a ~et
of insidious miscreants. It has drove me to the necessity
of resigning. .Another company of seamen leave this to-day; I cannot
say whether more are expected from New- York.

Mr. Avery observes that the roads by which. the cattle
came to Ticonderoga are scarcely' passable. Is It not pos-
sible to send a small party to repaIr them. I have no men
here nor are any to be had in the country.

I ~m, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant~
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. General Gates.

RICHAJlD VARICK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Head.Quarters, Albany, September 14, 1776.

SIR: The honourable the Continental Congress having
(by their resolution of the 11th July) info~rned the Hon.
Major-General Schuyler that officers of their army are pro-
hibited from holding more offices than one, I do, therefore,
in obedience to the said resolve, hereby resign to your Ex-
cellency the company which I now h~ve in. the .regiment of
forces of the United States of Amerlca raised III the State
of New- York, whereof the Hon. Brigadier-General Mc-
DouCY'allwas late Colonel; and I do hereby request your
Exc~lIency to accept of this,my resigna~ion.

I am, sir, YOUI'Excellency s most obedient and very hum-
ble servant RICHARDVARICK,,

Secretary to Major-General Schuyler.
To His Excellency General Washington.

RICHARD VARICK TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 14, 1776.

DEARGENERAL: Your favour of the 10th instant was
delivered me on the 12th. Immediately on J'eceipt there-
of I ordered the storekeeper to purchase the blacksmith's
t~ls. I am this morning informed that he has procured
them and will be forwarded immediately.

M~jor Pierce is gone down to New- York. He was ill
during his stay here, and .w~sadvised to go f?rther do~~ to
recover his health. ThtS ISthe last place, III my opmlOn,
that a sick person should come to, in the hot season, to
reestablish impaired health.

To-morrow I shall send you another return of all the
stores forwarded to Fort George since my last.

I am, deal' General, with every sentiment of esteem and
respect, your most obedient and very humble servant,

RICHARD V ARICK.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

COLONEL CORTLANDT TO GENERAL GATES.

Skeneaborough, September 14, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:I just received a letter /i'om Colonel
Sirrwns who is marchinO'to this post about two thousand
Militia-~en. In conseq7Ienceof the report of our fleet being
taken, I send his letter forward by express, and have let
him (Colonel Simons) know my opinion a~out h}s comin~,
which I thouO'htwas unnecessary, and advised him to walt
the general ~rders. It is very sickly here; almost all my
men - are down. I cannot welldo withoutmy other com-
pany, which I hope the General will plea:e to send me.
They can bring some .batteaus and oars wIth th~m. ~he
galley will .soon be fimshed, as they go on rapIdly, bemg
just planked up.

I am, deal' General, your obedient humble servant,
PHILIP CORTLANDT.

To General Gates, at Ticonderoga.

Iale'lIux-Noix, Septemher 14, 1776.

Permit the bearer, Antoine Gerouse, to pass from hence
to his own habitation on Missisqui Bay.

QUIN JOHN FREEMAN, Major Brigade.

To all concerned.

MAJOR HOISINGTON TO GENERAL GATES.

Newbury, September 14, 1776,

By the positive command received, and the reflections in
the same on the troops under my command, and sensible
of your Excellency's being entirely unacquainted with the
footinO'on which they are raised, as well as a false repre-
sentation of our neglect of the publick service, for your
further information, I have enclosed you the resolves of the
honourable Congress in which my orders are set forth,
agt'eeable to which I have exerted myself to the uttermost of
my power, as well as the recruiti~g ~fficers appointed by
the Committees-the first of which ISbut a httle odds of
four weeks, some three, and the last a little more than one,
out of which time I have kept scouting parties two weeks;
and now part of the company ordered on fatigue under the
command of Colonel Barrett, are now in the woods towards
St. John's, which has orders not to return under eight days,
and the rest are at Newbury in Coos. Therefore, would
beg the favour, if one of these companies of Rangers, raised
and ordered to reconnoitre the woods, must join Colonel
Barrett on fatiO'ue,that Captain Day's company who have
not yet march~d, may do it. Accordingly I have given
orders to be conveyed by the bearer, Captain Wait.

Am, sir, your humble servant,
JACOB HOISINGTON.

To His Excellency General Gates, Commander-in-Chief of
the Northern Department.' -

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Norwich, September 14, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Mr. Erastus Perkins, the bearer, is
. sutler to my regiment, and has come here to get some

liquors, &c. I find I gain strength daily; am in hopes of
returning to my place in the army in two or three weeks.
My father is O'one to New-London agreeable to your desire.

My lQve a~d duty as is due, and remain, your affectionate
son, JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull.

CHRISTOPHER LEFFINGWELL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-London, September 14, 1776.

SIR: Having returned from Long-Island, beg leave to
report, that agreeable to the orders I received from your
Honour, of Sunday, 10th present, I mustered and embarked
the Infantry company under my command that evening;
took up what shipping I could find suitable; joined Major
Ely of Colonel Wolcott's, at New-London on Monday, who
had four companies under his command; advised with the
Colonel, and on Tuesday morning proceeded with them in
the shipping, under convoy of the Continental brig, Captain
Hacker, for Southold. Lost sight of the brig that night,
and saw no more of her until we returned to New-London.
Arrived with the remainder of the shipping at Stirling that
evening, and landed. Previous to our sailing, gave proper
signals to the commander on board every vessel. Wed-
nesday and Thursday penetrated about tweh'e or fourteen
miles up the Island to the westward as far as Cutchague,
until we found families and effects sufficient to load our
shippinO',which effected and brought to New-London, and
have ~ostly landed, viz: two hundred head cattle and
about five hundred sheep, several families, furniture, pro-
visions, &c. Before we had completed the loading of our
shipping, several applications were made for vessels to go
farther westward, but we gave no encouragement of sending
any. Had the pleasure of observing our officers and men,
both of Major Ely's as well as the Infantry, go through the
fatigue with cheerfulness, activity and spirit.

I am, with the greatest esteem, your Honour's most obe-
dient, humble servant,

CHRISTOPHER LEFFINGWELL.
/

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOURTRUMBULL.

Saybrook, September 14, 1776.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: I did not so soon think

to have troubled you again, but being detained longer than
I expected by the Commissary to this detachment, who the
day before yesterday was sent to Norwich for a supply of
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flour, which we are almost oUt of. He has not yet returned,
or I should, by this time, have been on my way to Long-
Island.

I just received your Honour's favour by Colonel Coit.
Judges are now appraising the arms in my possession, for
his use. I have also just received an account that the
troops sent to Long-Island by your Honour have returned.
I had just sent them a guide and an express, to desire them
to continue there until I could join them. I have also pre-
vailed upon many of the Militia of Southold to join us.

H your Honour should still be of the mind to honour me
with the command of the detachment that were on Long-
Island, to act in conjunction with mine, I should be ex-
tremely obliged to you, My object is to seize upon a large
quantity of arms lodged at Sautunket, at the house of Mr.
Richard lWiller; also to cut off the communications between
.Suffolk and Queen's Comity: that while we are thus em-
ployed the stock, &c., may be removed from Suffolk
County to the main; also to seize upon any other aQvan-
tages that may offer. Your Honour's approbation or
disapprobation wiII determine me for or against the expe-

.dition.
I remain your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Honour Governour Trumbull.
P. S. Two tenders have passed Hell-Gate, into the

Sound. An escort of an armed vessel will be sufficient, if
your Honour determines we shan proceed.

WILLIAM BRADFORD TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONURESS.

State of Rhode-Island, &c., Bristol, ~
September 14, 1776. S

SIR: GovernoUl' Cooke havingentered the Hospitalfor
inoculation, makes it necessary for me to inform your Hon-
our that immediately upon the receipt of your letter of the
3d instant, with the enclosed resolves of Congress, I called
the Committee to act in cases of emergency during the
recess of the General Assembly, who have taken every
necessary measure to facilitate the march of the Continental
battalion ordered by Congress to New- York-part of which
set out this day, and the remainder to-morrow.

The Committee have the highest sense of the regard
expressed by Congress for the security and defence of this
State, in recommending to the Massachusetts-Bay to supply
a regiment of their Militia to replace the battalion going
to New- York; to make application for which they have
appointed one of their members to wait upon the General
Court of that State.

The Committee, also, in this exhausted state of this
Government, still more weakened by the great number of
privateers fitted from it, and not having it in their power to
afford so speedy an aid in any other way, requested Colonel
Richmond, who commands the other Continental battalion
stationed here, to hold it in readiness to march at a moment's

. warning, and he accordingly will march for New- York as
soon as he shall receive intelligence from the regiments from
the ]}lassachusetts entering this State. To replace it the
Committee have ordered a battalion of Militia, of seven hun-
dred men, to be immediately raised and embodied.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem and respect
sir, your Honour's most obedient and most humble servant:

WILLIAM BRADFORD, Deputy Governour.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

in cases of emergency during the recess of the General
Assembly to meet, who have taken every necessary measure
to forward the march of the battalions ordered to New-
York. Part of them will proceed this day and the re'Ynain-
del' to-morrow.

The Committee not having it in their power to afford so
speedy an aid in any other way, have requested Colonel
Richmond, wbo commands the other Continental battalion
in this State, to hold it in readiness to march at the shortest
notice; and he accordingly will proceed with his battalion
to New- York as soon as he shall receive intelligencethat
the regiment from the Massachusetts hath entered this State.
To replace it, the Committee have ordered a battalion of
Militia, of seven hundred men, to be raised and embodied.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem and respect,
sir, your Excellency's most obedient and most humble ser-
vant,

WILLIAM BRADF01ID, Deputy Governour.

To His Excellency General Washington.

REGIMENTAL ORDERS.

Camp at Newport, September 14, 1776.

That the whole Regiment march to join the Continental
Army at New- York, agreeably to resolve of Congress of the
3d instant. Captain Carr, Captain Gorton, Captain Dyer,
Captain Arnold, and companies, will form the first detach-
ment, and cross the ferries to Narmganset South-Ferry,
this forenoon, if possible. Major Tew will go forward with
and have the care of them. Captain Peck, Captain Hop-
pin, Captain Martin, Captain Bailey, and companies, to.
march this afternoon, and cross the said ferries. The
Adjutant to go with and assist them. The other four.
companies to march to-morrow. The Quartermaster to
have the necessary care of the whole, and is hereby fully
empowered to impress and issue his warrant to impress any
thing that is needful for accommodating and enabling the
troops to get to New- York as above said. LieuteI1ant-
Colonel Comstock will foHowas soon as possible. Com-
missary Phillips will supply the whole with provisions, as
far as New-London, which are to be received here and
carried with the companies.

And in the most feeling manner I hereby order that you,
on your way, behave in all respects with that order, de-
cency, and character, which become a soldier fightin!Tforhis
bleeding country, sensible of the necessity of supporti~!Ttheir
rights and the liberties of their country. Each Captain will
furnish himself with a copy of the above order; besides, it
must be entered on the Orderly-Book, by the Orderly-Ser-
geant, and see that the same be read at the head of the
company before they march.

CHRISTOPHER LIPPITT, Colonel.

Providence, September 14, 1776.

The privateers Montgomery and Yankee Ranger, of
this port, have taken three large brigs bound from the
West-Indies to England, laden with rum, sugar, coffee,
cotton, and oi\. They are all arrived in safe port.

We hear that Captain Samuel Dunn, in a privateer from
Swansey, has taken a large brig with two hundred and
sixty hogsheads of rum.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCil. TO CAPTAIN SOUTHER.
September 14, 1776.

WILLIAMBRADFORDTO GENERALWASHINGTON. Tbe 'brigantine ]}lassachusetts, under your command
State of Rhode Island, &e., Bristol,~ being properly armed and manned, and in other respect~

.
Seplember 14, 1776. S fitted for a cruise, you are hereby ordered and directed

. SIR:. Gov~rnour Cook? havmg entered the Hospital for immediately to proceed to sea, and use YOUl'utmost endea-
moculatlon, It becomes mcumbent. upon me to acqudint vours to protect the sea-coast and trade of the United States,
rour Excellency that up.on the receipt of a lett~r of the 3d and you are also directed to exert yourself in making
mstant, from MI'. President Hancock, enclosmg several captures of all ships and other vessels, goods, wares, and
resolves of t?e General ~ongr~ss, ~ne of them ordering one merchandise, belonging to the King of Great Britain or

O! the Coatmental battalions m tlus. State to march imme- any of his subjects, wherever residing, excepting only the
dl8te]y to New- York, and requestmg the Massachusetts- ships and !Toods of the inhabitants of Bermuda and the
Bay to send a regir~Jent. of their Militia to replace it, and Bahama IsJands. And you are directed not to cruise
another recommendmg It to all the States northward of farther south than latitude 34° north nor farther east than
Virginia to furnish all the aid in their power to the army the Grand Bank of Newfoundland, ~or farther We\\;t than

.at New- York, I summoned the Committee appointed to act the Shoals of Nantucket, at all times using necessary pre-
FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II. 22
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caution to prevent your vessel from falling into the hands of
the enemy.

And whereas you have received a commission, authori-
zing Jbu to make captures as aforesaid, and a set of instmc-
tions have been deli vered to you for regulating your conduct
in that matter, these instructions YOIl are hereby directed
diligently to attend to; and if you are so fortunate as to
make any captures, you are to order them to make the first
safe harbour within the United States of America. And
you are further ordered, not to expend your ammunition
unnecessarily, and only in time of action, or firing alarm
or signal guns.

SELECTMEN OF BOSTON-SMALL-POX.

September 14, 1776.

The Selectmen inform the publick, that by the return of
the Committees appointed to inquire into the state of the
Town respecting the Small-Pox, there are now but eighteen
persons sick of that distemper, and those chiefly in the out-
skirts of the Town. They are so far recovered, that the
Selectmen are determined to takeoff the guards from the
Neck and the Ferries after wednesday next; at which
time, according to present appearances, the Town will be
free of infection.

JOHN SCOLLAY,

EBENEZER STORER,

SAMUEL AUSTIN,

HENRY BROMFIELD,

JOHN GREENLEAF,

Selectmen of the Town of Boston.

ON COUNTY CONVENTIONS AND COMMITTEES.

MR. EDES: In last Monday's paper, I observed sundry
resolutions of the Committees of Correspondence, &c., in
the County of Middlesex in General Convention assembled.
The matter soggested in said resolutions (excepting what
respects their convening together) was to me hi~hly agree-
able, as it was full evidence of their patriotism and zealous
endeavours to serve their country. I heartily wish their
sense in this regard may be adopted; but however evident
their patriotism may be, however worthy of notice their
suggestiohs, yet I think the mode and channel in which
they were originated, and were exhibited to publick view,
are highly inproper. Committees of Safety, &c., are offi-
cers made by, and known in, the law; therefore the law
muSt be their rule. They are Town Officers, chosen in
the same manner as the Selectmen are; their business is
to inspect the political behaviour of their townsmen, and
use their endeavours to suppress every effort of the enemies
of their country, and whatever else is of the same complexion.
But for the Committees of several towns to assemble
together, and organize themselves into a body, resembling a
Congress or General Assembly, exhiuiting their doings
under the name of Resolutions, is without their line, and
beyond their sphere.

When the powers of government in this State were
suspended by the enemies of our peace, such political
manceuvres were necessary, and tended greatly to the
salvation of America; but when this suspension was at an
end, and the forms and execution of Legislative and Execu-
tive Government were assumed and restored, the reason
and necessity of County Conventions came to a period;
all that Committees of Correspondence, &c., now have to
do, is, to take care of the enemies of the State, in their
several towns, and to give aU necessary information to each
other and to proper Magistrates. County Conventions, at
this time of day, can do no good, and may be productive of
lasting mischief. If in their resolutions they coincide with
the doings of the Legislature, it is nugatory, because the
business [\1ay as well be done without them, and charges
saved. But on the other hand, should theil' resolutions
clash and interfere with the sense of the Genel"dl Assembly,
the State must be divided against itself. By the same rule
that one hundred members are collected in one County, a
proportionable number may be collected in the whole State,
which (to say the least) would be double the number of the
General Gourt. And no reason can be given why a State
Convention of Committees, &c., may not take place, as
,

well as a County Assembly. Should this Convention pro-
ceed to publish resolutions different from the acts and the
intentions of the Legislature, founded on mature and solemn
deliberation, they (the Court) must be under duress, and
in continual fears; the consequence of which (at least) must
be formidable.

I hope and trust, as the General Court are the creators
of Committees, that they will define their power, and limit
.their jurisdiction; for at present, it is unlimited, which
cannot be affirmed of any constitutional part of State
administration.

I am no friend to mysteries in Government-a rule within
a rule, a wheel within a wheel! The line of Government
should be un perplexed with intricacies, and the same should
be affirmed of the law. SPECULATOR.

County of Middlesex, September 14,1776.

BENJAMIN GILES TO COLONEL BELLOWS.

State of New-Hampshire, Exeter, September 14, 1716,

To Colone/BENJAMIN BELLOWS, Jr.:
Pursuant to a resolve of the Council and Assembly of.

said State, in consequence of a requisition of the Continental
Congress, you are required with all the despatch possible,
not exceeding ten days, to raise and see equipped with arms
complete, out of the Militia in your regiment, fifty men, and
march them off for New- York to assist our brethren there in
this important crisis; and for your assistance you are to call
upon the alarm-list as well as the training-band, and direct
their march to Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, where
further directions and orders will be given for their rerrula-
tions, and you are to let them know that they are t~' be
dctained in the service until the first of December next, unless
sooner discharged, and that they are to receive twenty dollars
down upon their being mustered, and with that the bounty
to be made equal to the bounty of the ~Iassachusetts State's
afterwards; that the wages of the officers and soldiers and
rations ta be the same as in the Continental army; that the
officers and soldiers be paid two pence per mile for travelling
expenses from their homes to Head-Quarters, to be paid them
at the place of rendezvous; that the Commanding officer of
your regiment for the time being, is to appoint one Captain
and two subalterns out of said men, which are to make up
one company.

BENJAMIN GILES,

Chairman of Committee appointed for this purpose.
N. B. You are to make returns to the Assembly or

Committee of Safety of this State as soon as may be.
You are appointed Mustermaster and Paymaster for the

men t? b~ raised in yo~r regiment, and you are to pay the
Captam eight pounds, Lieutenants five pounds eierhtshillinlYs
E

. r d b '

, 0 0'nSlgn IOUI'poun s, !Jng one month s advance pay; non-
commissioned officers and soldiers six pounds each.

STEPHEN EVANS TO MESHECK WEARE.

September 16, 1776. .

H?NOURED SIR: As I am informed by the Committee
appomted by both Houses of the Legislative body of this
~tate, .tbat I am to raise in my regiment one hundred men,
mclu?l?g: officers, to ~e drafted for t.he purpose of marching
and Jommg the Contmental Army III New- York as a rein-
forcement there, and that I was appointed by said Committee
Mustermaster and Paymaster to said men when raised and
in order to my complying, and discharging that trust: it is
ne~essar~ that I should be supplied with money therefor,
which will be for five comn1lSsion officers, and all other
officers necessary for arrangement with the number of men,
and for the soldiers in the whole, one hundred men, which
sum please to order paid to lVIajor Ebenezer Tibbetts and
it shall be accounted for by your very humble servant,'

STEPHEN EVANS.

To the Honourable JJlesheck Weare, Esq., President of the
Council of the State of New-Hampshire. -

P. S. SIR: According to the orders I have received, the
men are not to receive their billeting money before tbey get
to I~a~tford, which I find will make a- difficulty if they
havn t It here before they start. I hope that will be ordered
otherwise. As before, yours, . S. E.
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Colonel Whipple,
Colonel Evans, -
Colonel Jt[Oltlton,
Colonel Gilman,
Colonel Thornton, -
Colonel ."Webster,
Colonel Gale,
ColonellUeor,
Colonel Sleeking,

76 or 73 476
100 600
59 354

109 654 Major Bartlett.
44 264
38 228
7D 450
84 504
77 462

3,992
504

3,488

ORDERS TO CAPTAIN HOUSJi;. .

State of New-Hampshire, Exeter, September 14,1776.

To Captain JOHNHousE:
Pursuant to a resolve of the Council and Assembly of this

State, in consequence of a requisition of the Continen.tal
Congress, you are hereby authorized and empowered to
raise a company of not less than fifty men, to march with
all possible despatch (not exceeding ten days) for New-
York, towards reinforcing the Continental Army there, of
which you are to take the command, and have the appoint-
ment of the subaltern officers; and for their encouragement
you are to inform them, that they shal] receive twenty
dollars down upon being mustered, and with that the bounty
to be made afterwardsequal to that of the h:1assachusetts
State; and that the wages of officers and soldiers be the
same, and the rations the same, as in the Continental Army,
and to be two pence per mile for traveling expenses from
their homes to Head-Quarters, the same to be paid at
Hartford, in Connecticut State, on their arrival there; and
you are to join and put your company under the command
of one of the ColQnels appointed to the regiments ordered
from this State on th.e sanw service, to continue on duty
until 1st December, unless sooner discharged.

But you are to observe this direction, not to take any of
the men out of the regiments from which drafts are now
making for the two regiments ordered from this State, and
make return of your doings herein as soon as may be.

B. GYLES,Chairman of the Committee.

ORDERS TO cOLONEL HUMPHREY.

Rhinebeck, September 15, 1776.

SIR: As the Conv.ention has been pleased to make a
resolve to order one hundred and seventy-five men to be
raised in the County of Dutchess, for a reinforcement for the
forts in the Highlands, you are hereby commanded to
raise twenty-five men in your regiment immediately for your
quota, and supply them with good arms, if possible, and all
accoutrements, and a camp-kettle to every six men, and to
be on Continental pay from their inlistment, and be allowed
one penny on their march to the fort, and stand two months
after their arrival, if not sooner discharged by the Conven-
tion. YOt,lare hereby desired to rneet rne on Friday, the
~Oth instant, at twelve o'clock that day, at Poughkeepsie, to
consult raising the officers. Fail not at your peril.

Given orders by my hand, Head-Quarters, to the abo\'e
date. P T B B

. d . G.

ETRUS EN ROECK, nga zer- eneral.

To Colonel WiUiam Humphrey.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Albany, September 15, 1776.

SIR: Ye~terday I had the honour to receive your favour
of the l?th mstant. . As I c~uld not find time to get the
treaty Wlt~ !he Ind1~ns copted, I took the liberty to send
you the ongmals, which I hope you bave received. It will
not be necessary that I should be furnished with the invoices
of the sundry articles you have been so good as to send to
Ticonderoga. The amount of the first parcels was endorsed
on one of the accounts brought me by MI'. Williams and
not discovered until after I had written. '

I am ha~py, sir, that the r~ftections you have made on
the state 01 the Northern army, are similar to those I have
long since done myself tbe honour to communicate to Con-
Wess. T~e officers and soldiers who were ~ast year engag'ed
10 the serVICe, and those that are now, wI11 be convinced

that I have paid early and repeated attention to their dis-
tresses. As soon as. I can publish a narrative in justification
of my conduct, whIch I am bound to do, in justice to
myself, to my family, and to the Convention of this State,
who, unsolicited by me, wrote a letter so favourable to Con-
gress as induced them to confer the command in this
depal'tment upon me, and who also kindly, though without
my kno~led~e, requested Congre:,s above two months ago,
that an mqUlry should be made mto my conduct-that if
guilty I might suffer; if otherwise, the odium which I so
generally laboured under might be wiped away. I bad
gone before the Convention in this request, and I have since
repeated it in the most pressing terms, but hitherto without
success. Perhaps, ii may hereafter appear, that it was in
the power of Congress to have justified me against every
calumny; if so, it is probable the candid will ask why it
was not done. That, too, may possibly appear.

Your attentions, sir, to supply the army merits the warmest
acknowledgments of every friend of his country. You have
mine most unfeignedly. How it comes that the troops are
not supplied with salt, vinegar, and mutton, I really do not'
know. By the last return, of the 1st of this month four
hundred and sixty sheep were at Fort George. Thel~e are
not Jess ~han seven hundred barrels of salt at Fort George,
&c., which I had ordered to be purchased last Fall and a
very coo;>iderableq~antity of vinegar is gone up, fa: which
I have gIven a specIal permit to a person who had it for
sale. Peas have only lately been forwarded-as none were
to be had of t.he last year's crop. I :,hall immediately write
to. the Supermtendents of the Hospital, on the subject of
wme and refreshments for the troops, and order that it be
furnished the unhappy sick. I assure you, sir, that I have
always felt much for them, and wished and strove to alle-
viate their distresses as much as lay in my power. Before
fresh meat could be got for them from the interiour parts of
the country,. I sent an hUl~dred sheep from my farm at
Saratoga, with as many mI1ch cows as I could possibly
spare? and ordered. a number to be purchased in the vicinity
of this place-whICh were sent the soonest they possibly
could-nor s~al~I slacken to aid them during the short time
I am to remam m the command, which I belie\"e will not
exceed a f~rtnight, as.l have sent my resignation to Con-
gress. I smcerely WIsh my successor may meet with less
trouble than I have ~ad, and give more satisfaction than I.
have been able to, wIth my best exertions. If he deio-ns
to c~nsult wit.h me, I wi}ldo all in my power to aid him,
and m every mstance will try to convince my countrymen
that I.am the honest and warm though injured friend of
Amenca.

The cannonade. on Lake Champlain, which was sup-
posed to be occasIOned by our fleet's meetincr with the
enemy, was only a few cannon fired by General Arnold at
a party of t~e enemy, who attacked a boat belonging to the
fleet, and kIlled three and wounded six of the crew. Our
fleet lays off Isle-au-Motte, consisting of thirteen sail and
will very soon, if it is not already, be reinforced by ~hree
large and stout galleys. The intellil1encefrom Fort Stanwi:r:
provedfallacious.

1:>

T?e Commissi?ners. of Congress appointed to adjust the
p~bltck accounts m thIs departm~nt ~re arrived. I beg you
will be so go?d as to cause publtcatlon to be made in your
State, I:equestl!lg all perso~s that have any accounts to settle
to repmr to this place Little can, however, be done in the
Canada accounts until they are furnished with General
Wooster's. Will your Honour be so good as to advise that
gentleman of this, if he should be in Connecticut?

The Storekeeper informs me, that he has not above fifty
gun-barrels that cannot be repaired here. These he will ,
send. by the firs! conveyance, together with such as he may
receive from Tzconderoga, which al'e ordered to be sent for.

I am, sir, most respectfully, and with great esteem, your
most obedient humb]e servant, P H. SCIWYLE;R.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., &c.

COLONEL CORTLANDT TO GENERAL GATES.

Skenesborough, September 15, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: The clothinl1 is "one off on board a
petiauger which I detained for that p~rpose. She belonus
to a person living near Crown Point. The Commissary ~is
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on board with the goods. I can give the General but little
information about the road from Chesher's to Fort Edward.
Report says the labourers are idle and the road very bad.
Colonel Yates writes me tbat the men are under no com-
mand, their Major sick, and they swear that they will obey
none but their own officers; from which account, I believe
little is done. Colonel Wynkoop is in Kingston, very
unwell, so tbat I do not expect him for some time. I am
in hopes that I shall keep my health, as I have been clear
of the fever several days.

I am, with respect, dear General, your humble servant,
PHILIP CORTLANDT.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCaUYLER.

Tyonderoga, September 15, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: This moment General Waterbury de-
livered me the enclosed list of naval stores, which are
immediately wanted to complete the equipment of the row-
galleys, and which tbey cannot ~ail without. I despatch. Mr. Egbert to reGeive and bring them forward without
delay. He is sober and vigilant. Pray strain every nerve
to supply us, for it is of the greatest consequence to get the
galleys down to General Arnold. Enclosed is General
Arnold's last letter to me. He has stationed the fleet in a
masterly manner.

Yours, Ho. GATES.
Wanted to complete the three Galleys-Tbree 8-inch

cables, (new if possible;) seventy-one fathom 7-inch rope;
ten ditto 5-inch do; five coils 3-inch do; six do 1~-inch
do; one do 4-inch do; six do 2-inch do; two do 2~.inch
do; three do spun-yarn.

The above-mentioned coils must be full coils.
N. B. The cables that are sent are good for nothing, old

and rotten. No rope here fit for the breechings of guns;
tbe seventy-one fathom 7-inch rope intended for tbat
purpose.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL SYMONDS.

Tyonderoga, September 15, 1776.

SIR: I tbis moment received your letter, dated Williams-
town, 12th instant. As I did not send the orders for your
march to camp, I could not take measures more early to
stop your proceeding. Tbe last account from General
Arnold convinces me there is no immediate necessity for tbe
Militia coming forward at this time. A copy of his last
letter to me I send you enclosed. Tbe alarm was occa-
sioned by some firing from our enemy on the sbores opposite
Isle-aux- Tetes; and I believe a great number of small-arms
and cannon fired that and the succeeding days by brigades
of the enemy at exercise at their post below, all which
deceived the Commanding Officer at Crown Point.

A good road will be finished by this day se'nnight, from
Rutland through Castletown to the east foot of Mount
Independence, and an excellent bridge over Otter Creek, at
Rutland, will be completed in three days. For the future,
any body of men intended for our succour should march
that way.

The United States are, in general, obliged to you for
your alertness to succour their army, and particularly, sir,

Your, &c., &c. Ho. GATES.
To Colonel Benjamin Symonds.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM TICONDEROGA, DATED MOUNT
INDEPENDENCE, SEPTEMBER 15, 1776.

The 7th instant, our fleet lyine; across the Lake, against
a place called the Isle of ~[otte, they sent a boat ashore with
eighteen men, to cut fascmes for some use on board; as soon
as they got on shore they set their guns against a rock,
when the Sergeant took two men as a sentry, while the
others were at work. He had not placed tbem before he saw
an lndian within half a stone's throw. The Indian hailed
the Sergeant, saying, who is there? The Sergeant answered,
who are you? To which he replied, I am a Caughnawaga.
Then the Sergeant and men ran on board, and pushed off
the boat as soon as possible; but the Indians were too nigh
for them, for they came so nigh as to near tomahawk the~.
The Sergeant had a match in his hand just going to fire a
cannon charged with shot, when an Indian fired and cut the

match off, so that he could not fire. They then discharged
tbeir eighteen pieces, but do not know whether they kiJled
any. After which the fleet fired a considerable number of
cannon into the woods, which soon scattered the savages.
In the action we ha've three men killed, and five wo,!nded,
though not mortally. After the fleet found they had fled,
there went a number 011 shore, but could find nothing but
one laced hat. Our people are making strong here as fast
-as possible.

TO WILLIAM WINDS, MATTHIAS OGDEN, AND WILLIAM DE

HART.

GENTLEMEN: When persons who are appointed and com-
missioned as officers in a regiment, or other department,
neglect or absent themselves from their duty, or behave in
a manner unbecoming the rank and character of officers and
gentlemen, we think it the indispensable duty of others to
make known their conduct; it is indeed a duty they owe to
tbemselves, to the regiment, and to their country. Permit
us, therefore, to inform you (if it has as yet escaped your
notice) that the behaviour of Mr. Lewis Johnston Costigan,
a Lieutenant in our regiment, is, and constantly has been,
such as makes a complaint highly necessary. He is now
absent, and has been so upwards of six weeks, althoucrh he
desired leave only of fourteen days, and obtained t:enty,
and that, we have the greatest reason to believe, on a false
pretence. Had this been the first instance of his endeav-
ourin~ to sconc~ his duty, possibly it might have passed
unnoticed; but 1115whole conduct ever since QUI'knowledge
of him has been the same, and he has not done, nor do we
expect any duty of him while he can possibly avoid it.

We are, gentlemen, your most humb]e servants,
JOSEPH MORRIS, Captain.
SILAS HOWELL,

"JOHN CONWAY,
"J. POLHEMUS,
"JOSEPH MEEKER,
"ANDW. MCl\1YER,
"DANIEL ROOT,
"

Weare of opinion that the above representation of Lieu-
tenant Costigan's conduct is just, and request he may be
superseded. WILLIAM WINDS, Colonel.

MATT. OGDEN, Lie~tenant-Colollel.
WM. D. HART, Major.

Tyconderoga, September 15, 1776.

GOVERNOUR TRUi'fmUT.L TO COLONEL HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.
.

Lebanon, September 15, 1776.

SIR: I have before me yours of the 14th inst. Acknow].
edge the favour of the arms you are so kind as to lend for
the use of our Militia. i

Yesterday, Captain Leffingwell, of Norwich, was here.
I gave him a letter to Colonel Wolcott, wherein I bave said,

" What may be further done for the relief of the people on
Long-Island cannot be so well judged by me at this dis-
tance; must therefore leave the same to your good discretion.
If by the assistance of men from your regiment, with Captain
Leffingwell's company, and some armed vessel that may be
employed, any thing further can be reasonably expected to
be done on Long-Island, for relief of tbose people, or bring-
ing off stock, you will give your orders accordingly. Other-
wise, Captain Leffingwell to join the Twentieth Regiment,
at or near Westchester."

By this, you see my desire to serve those people doth
agree with your inclinations. And if Colonel Wolcott shall
judge it prudent to make any further attempts on the Is]and,
I readily comply therein, and the command of the detach-
ment of course devolves on you, in which I do heartily
acquiesce, and wish you success in that, or whatever you
undertake.

I am, with esteem and regard, sir, your obedient, humble
servant J T' ONATHAN RUMBULL.

To Colonel Henry B. Livingston, at Saybrook.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Saybrook, September 15, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: I am just informed that
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General Howe has issuedorders for the inlisting and im-
pressing of two thousand men on Long-Island. The
wharves are covered with our friends at Sag-Harbour.
They are resolved to perish rather than take up arms against
their countrymen. Now is the most favourable period for
sending assistance to them, as they will join us to a man
rather than be our butchers. I will embark to-day in order
to give them all the assistance in my power. A most in-
famous abettor of the Ministry is just now brought in here-
one Zeb Howell. A number of vessels are wanting to
carry off the families and effects of these unhappy people.
I shall wait for your Honour's answer by Lieutenant Ha-
vens, as I am still of opinion that it will be of much greater
advantage to us, and a greater obstacle to the enemy's design,
for us to land at Huntington.

I remain your Honour's mostobedient and humbleser-
vant , HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To his Honour Governour Trumbull.

Soutnampton, September 13, 1776.

DEAR SIR: A universal consternation is this moment
fallen upon me and all my neighbours, by express by Zeb
Howell, arrived from Head-Quarters at Jamaica, viz., that
one brigade be forthwith raised for the sole purpose of de-
fending his Majesty's well-disposed subjects on Long-Island,
and for driving out or apprehending all secreted Rebels in
said County, and for all other purposes, which other pur-
poses explains us in the front of their main body in the
hottest battle. Said express further saith, that all the fat
cattle and sheep, except for the families' use, be forth-
with drove unto Jamaica, and men pointed out to do it.
Thirdly, all the Captains are commanded to take all the
guns, except long fowling-pieces, and convey them in boats
to Hempstead, south, and men nominated to receive them,
and to do it immediately. And fourthly, that all effects,
esta,tes personal and real, belonging to those persons who
have evacuated their houses and gone overto the Rebels, are
confiscated, and if any person be found with any of their
goods, they shaH suffer as principals. Lastly, we have
orders to send two men to Jamaica to give General Howe
a true account of the state of Suffolk County. The
western part of the County have appointed Nathan Wood-
hull, of Sp-tauket, and to-morrow at one o'clock at Sag
meeting-house, we have directed the town of Easthampton
to meet us to make choice of one man for that purpose.
Sir, this gloomy mom!:nt is so similar to the first day's march
of the tweh'e tribes from Egypt's galling yoke, when an
impassable mountain was on their right and left wing, the
Red Sea before, and Pharaoh in burning rage behind them
close pursuing, that we are in a perishing necessity for the
same Almighty deliverance. May that great and glorious
Being whose mercies are over his other works, look down
in mercy and save us, 01'we perish. So you can't be at any
loss how much sincere friendship I have for you, your
brother, your spouse, and tender offSpring, for whom my
bo.\ els yearn. I am, &c., &c.
To Uriah Rogers, at Guilford.

P. ~'. r have just hear~ ~hat Elisha Halsey has got a
commiSSIonor warrant to mhst, and the General informs us
that he hopes we shall cheerfully inlist into the service to
prevent the disagreeable necessity of detaching them.

Saybrook, September 15, 1776.

. MAY IT PI.EASE YOUR HONOUR: The above letter is a
copy of one just now intercepted; though no name is signed,
yet from the style and character I am at no loss the author
to be Mr. Obadiah Jones, of Southampton.

Our men are embarking in order to proceed for Long-
Island. Your answer by Lieutenant Haven is the only
thing that detains me.

r remain, with respect and esteem, your Honour's moSt
obedient, humble servant, H. B. LIVINGSTON.

To his Honour Governour Trumbull.
P. S. ,The prisoner I have now in custody has been

guilty of holding an intercourse with our enemies-a crime
which is declared death in the State of New- York. A
parole, therefore, in my opinion, ought by no means to be
taken.

Watertown, Monday, September 23,1776.

Yesterday se'nnight, arrived at Newburyport the brigan-
tine Georgia Diana, Peter Rigan, master, bound from
Grenada to London, taken by the TVashington, privateer,
Nathaniel Odiorne, having on board two hundred and fifty
hogsheads rum and sugar, and about twenty chaldrons of
coal, &c., &c.

ltlonday last returned to Plymouth, Captain' Sampson,
after a short cruise, in which he has taken five prizes, three
or four of which are arrived safe into port.

On Monday evening last, was sent into Cape Ann, by
Captain Coas, of the Warren, privateer, a brig of about
one hundred and twenty tons, mounting three carriage
guns and ten swivels; she was from the coast of Guinea,
but last fi'om Tobago, with some elephants' teeth and gold
dust. When she left Captain Coas, he was in chase of a
shi~ .

The ship which the Warren sent in last Saturday was
from Tobago, bound to London, called the Picary, Captain
Breckholt Cleveland, commander, having on board three
hundred and twenty-five hogsheads of sugar, fifty hogs-
heads of rum, one hundred and sixty-one bales of cotton,
one hundred and eighteen pipes, twenty-nine hogsheads,
and ten quarter-casks Madeira wine, and some indigo.

The Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq., of London-
derry, is chosen a memher of the honourable Continental
Congress, for the State of New-Hampshire, in the room of
Colonel John Langdon, who has resigned.

Thursday afternoon, arrived in Boston harbour, Wait
Ratdlbun, prize-master to the ship Venus, from Honduras,
of near four hundrfJd tons, taken by Elijah Freeman Paine,
in the schooner Eagle, from Providence, on the 23d August,
at night, in latitude 35°, longitude 57°, west. Her cargo
consists of one huudred and sixty tons of chip logwood, four
hundred logs of mahogany, and one hundrfJd and fifty
weig.htof. turtle-shell. The next day Captain Paine espied
a bngantme, gave chase, and took her; she was from Vir-
~inia, bound to Ham&urgh, laden with tobacco, belonging
to one Smith of that place, but by the paper5 and letters
found on board it appeared she was designed for London.

The New- York Post informs that on Monday last,
about five thousandof the enemy landed about seven or
eight miles above New- York, when a body of out' troops
attacked them, killed about five hundred, took a number of
prisoners, four field-pieces, two standards, and a number of
small-arms. Our loss in this affair, it is said, is about one
hundred killed.

The same day two of the enemy's frigates, in attempting
to get up the North River, were burnt by aUI'people.

A letter from New- York mentions that wben the Tories
on Long-Island went to congratulate Lord Howe on his
success in driving the Rebels from thence, he replied, "that
he thought they ought rather condole with him on the loss
of eighteen hundred brave men, and three Generals."

Charlestown, South-Carolina, October 2, 1776.

Intelligence having been received at Savannah on Sep-
tember 16th, by Colonel Elbert, tbat a party of the enemy
from Cockspur had surprised two of the guard posted on
Wilmington Island, and that they were expected to return
the next night to plunder the other part of the Island, where a
Sergeant and six privates from the Georgia battalion were
fixed j he ordered a reinforcement of fifteen men to march
and take post on the above mentioned Island. The reinforce-
ment consisted of one private from the First Reuiment two
from the Second, and twelve privates and one Se~geant'from
the Rangers of South Carolina, commanded by Lieutenant
Hicks, of Thomson's Rangers. They arrived on the Island
early in the morning of the 17th of September, add soon dis-
covered the plunderers, viz., twenty-one blacks, and five white
~ssociates, busy in carr,Ying off their booty. They were soon
Interrupted by Mr. Hzcks, who) on the first fire, killed seven
or eigbt of them; an engagement here ensued. The enemy
lost ele.ven or more negroes killed, and one prisoner; foul' of
the whItes were also taken, one wounded. The one who got
off was much wounded. Lieutenant Hicks lost two men.

Captain o.oodu'yn, of the Ra~gers, was s.ent immediately
off to .the assistance of our men, In expectatIOn of the enelliY
retuI'Dmg' to the Island, but they had learned wisdom by
their late drubbing, and did not care to venture for more
delicacies for their brother pirates' palates.
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COLONEL DORSEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Anne Arundel County, September 16, 1776.

The Field Officers of the Elk-Ridge battalion of Militia
beg leave to recommend to the honourable Convention Mr.
Let'en Lawrence as First, and Mr. Thomas Todd as Second
Lieutenant under Captain Thomas Watkins, Jun., of Col-
onel Weems's battalion, agreeable to a resolve of Conven-
tion the 10th instant. T D . C 1 nelHOMAS ORSEY, a a .

We the Field Officers of the Thirty-First Battalion, beg
leave to recommend Captain Thomas Watkins as Captain,
and John Iiams, Jun., as Ensign, to one of the companies
to be raised in Anne Arundel County, agreeable to the late
resolve of the honourable Convention passed the 10th in-
stant. JOHN WEEMS,

RICHARD HARWOOD, Jun.
JOSEPH GALLOWAY.

To the Honourable Council of Safety.

COLONEL TYLER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Monday, September 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Conformable to your request, I met my
battalion on Friday last, when I assisted all in my power
to raise the company wanting to reinforce the American
army at New- York, and am very sorry to inform you there
was the D"reatestbackwardness that could be in our young
men. I ;1130was at the meeting of Colonel Sims's battalion
the next day, which behaved with the same lukewarmness.
There are several gentlemen recruiting, viz: Mr. Levin
Covington, Mr. Abraham Boyd, and Mr. Riclwrd Wooten,
but am afraid a company will not be made, especially as
the people will be divided with regard to their commander.
I am of opinion that were we ordered by the Convention to
meet our battalions together at Upper Marlborough, we
should be able to settle all such difficulties, and by that
means make out a company. I should be glad you would
fix on a day for our meeting; it would save us the trouble
of meeting on that account. Monday next would answer
very well. All which I submit to your Honours, and am,
gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,

ROBT. TYLER.

To the Honourable the Convention of Maryland.

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.

At I;tmeeting of the Committee September 16, 1776,
Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman; B. Grif-

fith, J. Calhoun, W. Aisquith,
.

T. Rutter, T. Cockey,
J. Moale, W. Buchanan, A. Buchanan, T. Sollers, E.
Talbot; Geo. Lux, Secretary.

The Committee having received a Certificate signed by
Henry Lowes, on behalf of Doctor James Houston, repre-
senting him as an Associator in Somerset County, and
vouching that no charge has been alleged against him, nor
no suspicion of his being inimical to the liberties of America,
the bond entered into by Doctor Weisenthall is hereby de-
clared cancelled.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman being absent, Mr.
JoAn Moale was appointed Chairman pro tem.

Mr. Benkid Willson (one of the Quakers) appeared to
fmther a charge respecting fines assessed on him and his
two sons as Non-Enrollers, &c., &c., &c.

Ordered, That the fine of £, 10 laid on William Willson,
who lives in Harford County, be released, and that the
Committee of Harford be informed of it by a letter from
the Chairman of this Committee, that they lIIay take order
therein.

The Committee are also of opinion that if Mr. Benkid
Willson can make it appear to this Committee by Monday
next, that his son Benjamin was not sixteen years of age
on the 15th of lJtlarchlast, the fine of £, 10 be released;
otherwise that he pay the sum of £,5 in lieu of the said fine
of £, 10.

Mr. John Bailey was appointed First Lieutenant in
Captain Frederick Deam's Company, vice Mr. David
Evans, who resigned.

A Letter from Jacob Karns to the Clerk of this Com-
mittee, vindicating himself from being inimical to America,
was received, read, and ordered to lie on the table.

Attest: GEO. Lux, Secretary.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, September 16, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having at different times passed
sundry resolves relative to a variety of subjects, I do myself
the honour to enclose you a copy of the same, as necessary
for your information and direction.

The resolve of the 12th, respecting Colonel Trumbull,
will, I trust, be satisfactory, and prove the means of his con-
tinuing in an office of such importance to the army, and
which he has hitherto discharged with the greatest fidelity
and success.

I have the honour to be, with perfect esteem and respect,
sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, .

JOHN HANCOCK, Pre.sident.

To General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO JOSEPH TRUMBULL.

Philadelphia, September 16, 1776.

SIR: I have the pleasure to enclose you a resolution of
Congress relative to your department, by which you will
perceive that your letter and the papers transmitted there-.
with have been under their consideration, and that it is the
expectation of Congress your difficulties will be thereby
removed.

Since passing this resolve, your brotber, Mr. John Trum-
bull, ha.s been appointed by Congress Deputy Adjutant-
General of the Northern Department, and Mr. Livingston's
resignation as Deputy Commissary has been accepted,
agreeable to his request.

The honour and reputation with which you have hitherto
executed the arduous and extensive business of your office,
and the satisfaction you have afforded the publick, convince
me that you will still continue to render your country all
the service in your power, and by no means decline your
present employment.

Your bills on me till this date have been duly honoured.
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To Jos. Trumbull, Esq., Co~missar!l-General.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War-Office, September 16, 1776.

SIR: The Board of War have directed meto lay the
foregoing memorial of the Second Lieutenants of the Vir-
ginia Regiments before your Excellency for your opinion
and advice thereon, which the Board request you will com-
municate to them as soon as convenient.

I have the bonour to be your most obedient, humble
servant, RICHARDPETERS, Secretary.
To His Excellency General Washington, Esq., ~c., o/c.,

New- York.

PETITION OF THE SECOND LIEUTENANTS OF THE FIRST VIR-

GINIA BATTALION.

[Read September 14, 1776. Rererred to the Board or War.]

To the honourable the Continental Congress, now sitting in
the City of PHILADELPHIA,the Petition of the Second
Lieutenants of the First VIRGINIARegiment humbly
showeth :
That your petitioners stood forth amongst the foremost in

offering their service for tbe defence of the liberties of their
country, and took the earliest opportunity of getting in the
army as soon as the firs,t troops were raised in Virginia.
That though your petitioners were not influenced by any
sinister motive of rank or precedence, yet they by no means
supposed tbeir pushing fm'ward early was to be an almost
total obstacle to their promotion, which must be the case if
Lieutenants are to rise by their rank in companies and not
by the date of their commissions. Your petitioners would
further represent that when the last seven regiments were
raised in Virginia, tbe greatest part of their regiment was
immediately in the face of the enemy, which prevented your
petitioners from seeking that preferment in theit. different
Counties which tbeir services and friends would probably
have procured them. Your petitioners cannot help ob-
serving, that Sergeants and Privates from their regiment
were permitted, at the same time, to go home on furlougb,
and some of them were elected First Lieutenants. In short,
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if they are to rise by their rank in companies, and not by
the date of their commissions, there are now seventy-five
Liemenants in the new-raised regiments of Virginia that
stand between your petitioners (who have borne the heat
and burthen of the day) and preferment. Your petitioners
are now at a long distance from their friends and places of
nativity; they have been informed that six new regiments
are to be raised in Virginia, and consequently sixty more
First Lieutenants put over their heads. Under these cir-
cumstances your petitioners have the melancholy prospect
of growing grey in the service without a possibility of pre-
ferment.

Your petitioners would represent that they never con-
ceived that First and Second Lieutenants had reference to
any thing but compa~ies-their pay and the n,u.mberof meQ
in their command bemg the same. Your petItIOners,there-
fore, look up to your honourable House for justice, and pray
that they may rise according to the dates of their commis-
sions, and not be suffered to look forward with the gloomy
certainty of being still further from promotion the older they
grow in the service of their country. And your petitioners,
as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

To His Ercellency General WASHINGTON:The Memorial
of the First Lieutenants of the Third VIRGINIARegi-
ment, humbly showeth:
That the memorialists have seen the petition of the

Second Lieutenants of the First Virginia Regiment, but
they cannot conceive that it can be entitled the Petition of
the Second Lieutenants of the Virginia Regiments, it being
calculated to serve the purposes of that regiment only.
Your memorialists, however, shall leave the petition to its
fate, and only consider the distinction between First and
Second Lieutenants.

Your memorialists would humbly represent to your Ex-
cellency the mode by which the troops were raised in Vir-
ginia. Field-Officers being appointed by Convention, a
Captain. two Lieutenants, and an Ensign, were appointed
by each County Committee. They proceeded first to
appoint the Captain, then the First Lieutenant, then the
Second Lieutenant, and then the Ensign. By tbis mode of
appointment, every First Lieutenant was supposed to be
equal in abilities, and superior to every Second Lieutenant.
Your memorialists would further observe to your Excel-
lency, that tbe mode of rising was settled in tbe two fir3t
raised regiments thus, viz: Every I<'irst Lieutenant took
command and succeeded to a company before any Second
Lieutenant, altbough the commission of tbe Second Lieu-
tenant was of elder date. (Tbe dating of commissions of
the Virginia officers being from the completion of tbe com-
panies, was the reason wby any Second Lieutenant bore a
commission of an older date than a First Lieutenant.)
Further, the idea of tbe Convention of Virginia concerning
the rank of Lieutenants, was it not already fully known,
might be plainly gatbered from the number of men which
tbey appointed each officer to raise; to a Captain twenty-
ei"ht, to a First Lieutenant twenty-one, to a Second Lieu-
te~ant sixteen, to an Ensign nine. With these expecta-
tions many gentlemen who offered for companies accepted
of First Lieutenantcies, expecting to rise upon the first
vacancy. -

Your memorialists would further observe, and can assure
your Excellency, tbat, till very lately, no Second Lieuten-
ant entertained an idea of ranking before a First Lieutenant.
On the contrary, many of the eldest Second Lieutenants
(where vacancies happened) received First Lieutenants'
commissions, and many First Lieutenants, bearing commis-
sions of a younger date than Second Lieutenants, bave suc-
ceeded to companies, witbout the smallest objection on the
part of tbe Second Lieutenants, and this even in the regi-
ment to wbich the petitioners be]ong. By this your Excel-
lency will plainly perceive that any innovation witb respect
to the rank of Lieutenants would materially injure the First
Lieutenants, and tbat tbe Second Lieutenants can by no
means suffer, tbough no new regulation sbould take place.

Your memorialists, tfllsting in your Excellency's wisdOlTI
and justice, hope that tbey will not be deprived of that
rank which tbey have always deemed, and whicb custom
bas establisbed to be, their right. Tbat your Excellency
may enjoy all happiness, is the earnest prayer of your
memorialists.
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RICHARD HENRY LEE TO SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JR.

PhiladeJphia, September 16, 1776.

DEAR SIR:' Since your brother left this city, Mr. Nichol-
son has b~en confirmed First Lieutenant of the Washington;
and his worthy brotber may be assured that in settling the
ranks of the Captains, his merit will not be forgotten. It is
not probable that the frigates will sail in fleets for some
time, and therefore it is likely that no higher appointment
tban that of Captain will soon take place. It will be highly
proper for Captain Nicholson to hasten on the Virginia (for
tbat is most certainly the name of the Baltimore frigate) as
mucb as possible. Her great obstruction, I fear, will be the
anchors; bowever, we hope that will be removedere long,
as means have been taken to forward them. .

You will shortly see published tbe conference of our
members with Lord Howe, on Staten-Island, in which you
will find that his Lordship's much talked of powers are no
more than to confer and converse witb gentlemen of influ-
ence, and to prosecute the war! We anxiously expect
here the issue of a long cannonade at York, and another
lately on Lake Champlain.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
RICHARD HENRY LEE.

To Samuel Purviance, J un., Esq., Baltimore.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO JOHN LANGDON.

Philadelphia, September 16, 1776.

DEARSIR: I have not had the pleasure of receiving but
one lettm' from New-HampsMre for some time. I fear
there is some stoppage in the post, and tbat my friends in
New-Hampshire find it as difficult to get letters from this
place as I from them.

Tbe Congress have passed a new order concerning the
posts, which will, I hope, put them in a better situation.
Yours by Captain Roche I bave just received, and if it is in
my power to serve him, will do it, depending on your recom-
mendation; but at present know of no place open for him.

The Secret Committee are in want of proper goods to
export to an European market, sucb as potash, dry fish,
beeswax, &c., &c.; and they ha\'e desired me to write home
to New-Hampshire to know whether any quantity sufficient
to load a vessel or two can be procured; if so, they would
give somebody a cOntract for tbat purpose. Please to make
inquiry, and inform me if sucb tbings can be procured and
sent from our State. It will be an advantage botb to the
Pllblick and to individuals. I have wrote to SOmeotbers to
make the same inquiry.

As to news we have nothing very material here, and
must beg leave to refer you to my letter to Colonel fVhip-
ple for what I have to send. I suppose YOllhave formally
resigned your seat in Congress, and another is appointed in
your stead. Pray send them forward witb all expedition,
as my ill state of bealth will, I fear, prevent my attending
Congress till they arrive here.

I am, sir, your sincere friend and humble servant,
JOSIAH BARTLETT.

RICHARD DALLAM TO JOHN HANCOCK.

[Read September 18, 1776]

State of New-Jersey, Brunswick, Septemb(,r 16, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: By order of General ltlercer, I have
despatched the bearer, Mr. Francis Dallam, for a supply of
money for this department.

The demands on me are very great and pressing, espe-
cially from the Deputy Quartermaster-General's Depart-
ment, which is at this time in a strait for want of casb.

I am, sir, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
RICHARD DALLAM,

Deputy Paymaster-General to the Flying-Camp.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esquire.

u COLONEL CURTENIUS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Hackensack, September 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to your order of the 10th instant,
I have enclosed an account of the quantity of lead, &c"
shipped off, and tbe persons' names to whom de]ivered. As
to military stores, I bave none remaining in my bands, having
delivered them from time to time to tbe military store-keeper,
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Mr. Norwood; and after his removal the residue was deliv-
ered to Mr. Zedekiah Mills.

Mr. Allen and Mr. Varick have set up their business in
this place, and I have engaged of them one hundred mus-
kets, which will be ready (they say) in the course of a
month; twenty-five of which are ready.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
PETER J. CURTENlUS.

P. S. Mr. NDrwood is removed to Passaick Falls.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 17, 1776.]

Head.Q.uarters, at Colonel Roger M.orris's House, ~
September 16, 1776. S

SIR: On Saturday, about sunset, six more of the enemy's
ships, one or two of which were men-of-war, passed between
Governour's Island and Red-Hook and went up the East
River to the station taken by those mentioned in my last.
In half an hour I received two expresses, one from Colonel
Sargent at Horn's Hook, (Hell-Gate,) giving an account
that the enemy, to the amount of three or four thousand, had
marched to the river, and were embarking for Barnes's, on
Montressor's Island, where numbers of them were then
encamped,; the other from General ]}!ijflin, that uncommon
and formidable movements were discovered among the
enemy, which being confirmed ?y the scouts I had sent out,
I proceeded to Harlem, where It was supposed-or at JJlor-
risania, opposite to it-the principal attempt to land would be
made. However, nothing remarkable happened that niJ.!;ht;
but in the morning they began their operations. Their ships
came up the North River as high as Bloomingdale, which
put a total stop to the removal by water of any more of our
provisions, &c.; and about eleven o'clock those in the East
River began a most severe and heavy cannonade, to scour
the grounds and cover the landing of their troops between
Turtle Bay and the city, where breastworks had been thrown
up to oppose ,them. As soon as I heard the firing, I r?de
with all possible despatch towards the place of landmg,
when to my great surprise and mortification, I found the
troop~ that had been posted in the lines retreating with the
utmost precipitation, and those ordered to support them,
(Parsons's and Fellows's ?rigades,). flying i.nevery direc~ion
and in the greatest confusIOn,notwlthstandmg the ex~rtlOns
of their Generals to form them. I used every means In my
power to rally and get them in some order; but my attempts
were fruitless and ineffectual; and on the appearance of a
small party of the enemy, not more than si~ty or seventy,
their disorder increased, and they ran away In the greatest
confusion, without fi.-ing a single shot. Finding that no
confidence was to be placed in those brigades, and appre-
hending that another part of the enemy might pass over to
Harlem Plains and cut off the retreat to this place, I sent
orders to secure the heights in the best manner with the
troops that were stationed on and near them; which being
done the retreat was effected with but little 01' no loss of, .
men, though of a conslderab]e part of our baggage, occa-
sioned by this disgraceful and dastardly conduct. Most of
our heavy cannon, and a part of our stores and provisions,
which we were about removing, were unavoidably left in the
city, though every means, after it had been determined !n
Council to evacuate the post, had been used to prevent It.
Weare now encamped with the main body of the army on
the Heirrhts of Barlem, where I should hope the enemy
would ~eet with a defeat in case of an attack, if the gen-
erality of our troops wou]d behave with tolerable bravery;
but experience, to my extreme affliction, has convinced me_
that this is rather to be wished for than expected. How-
ever I trust that there are many who will act like men, and
sho~ themselves worthy of the blessings of freedom. I
have sent out some reconnoitring parties to gain intelligence,
if possible, of the disposition of the enemy, and shall inform
Congress of every material event, by the earliest oppor-
tunity.

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, sir,
your most obedient servant.

P. S. SIR: The above letter is merely a copy of a rough
one sketched only by his Excellency this morning, and who
intended to sign it; but having rode out, and his return 01'
where to find him uncertain, I have sent it away without.
And I have tbe honour to be, sir, your most obedient ser-
vant, ROBERTH. HARRISON.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HARLEM, SEVEN MILES FROM

NEW-YORK, DATED SEPTEMBER 16, 1176.

Yesterday was an unlucky day for us. The enemy
landed about ten o'clock, at Thrtle-Bay, below Hell-Gate,
under cover of many ships-of-war. The brigade under
General Parsons were soon obliged to retire from the water-
side, and give ground for the enemy to land. General
MijJlin immediately marched from Mount Washington with
a thousand men, to the ground near and below this place,
where he made a stand, threw lip some works, rallied our
retreating troops, and in an hour after had the principal part
of our army (who were stationed below us) drawn up in
good oreler on the heights. Generals Putnam and Scott
were in New- York, but made their way through the ene-
my's line, with all their men and the guards of the city.
Colonel Knox is missing, and supposed to be taken, a!, he
was late in town looking for a boat to cross the N01.th River.
Three days since it was resolved to quit the town, and we
have been removing ever since. We have taken almost
every thing out of the city, but lost some cannon and stores.
New- York never was tenable, and the holding of it obliged
us to divide our army into many weak parts, but now I think
we are in a good way; we only want two or three days to
refresh our men and secure the heights.

JOHN WHITE TO CAPTAIN PLATT.

Rhinebeck, September 16, 1776.

SIR: Desertion has arrived to such a pitch now amongst
the troops in or belonging to this State at present, that I fear
if not timely remedied our army will shortly be reduced to
a mere shadow. Merely inflicting punishments on the delin-
quents when taken, I fear, will answer little purpose, as they
find so many who will conceal and support them. 1 am,
therefore, of opinion that Congress ought to take this matter
into consideration, and devise ways and means to punish
those who harbour, conceal, or support such deserters, with
a stron<rrecommendation to County and Precinct Committees
to see ~hat every man exerts himself properly in bringing to
justice an stich delinquents; otherwise they cannot be appre-
hended. I suppose there are' not less in this and Northeast
Precinct tban tbirty of tbem, who keep in the woods, and
are supported by their friends. Our Committees are rather
more indolef1t than formerly, and ought to be quickened a
little; as long as they pass by tbese people without taking
notice of them, private persons will also, and tbose fellows
robbing the publick go unpunished.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
JOHN WHITE.

To Captain Zephaniah Platt, in Congress, at Fishkill.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, SePlember 16, 1776.

DEARSIR: I do myself the honour to enclose you copies
of General Arnold's and Colonel Dayton's letters. In con-
seqnence of the intelligence they contain, I have dismissed
the Militia.

Yesterdar I transmitted to Congress copies of the papers
here mentioned, together with my resignation, and have
advised them that I shall continue to act as usual, until
such a time is elapsed in which a General Officer can be
sent here, if they think it necessary that one should reside
here, which I suppose could not exceed a fortnight, imme-
diately after which I propose attending my duty in Con-
gress.

As there is not sufficient water at this season to raft
boards to this place from the mills which border on Hudson's
River above this, they must be brought part of the way by
land, which wi1l considerably enhance the price, and of
which I have advised the Quartermaster-General.

I am informed that the term for which De Haas's, Max-
well's, and 1Vinds's regiments were engaged expires the
be!1inningof October, and I fear the soldiers will not remain
in the service aCterthat. If they leave Tyonderoga it will
not only weaken, but greatly dispirit our troops. I sin-
cerely wish Congress would take some measures, if possible,
to detajn these people, until the season shall be so far
ad\'anced as that there will be no prospects of the enemy
attempting any thing in this quarter until another year.
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Your Excellency's favour of the 12th instant, Mr. Allen
delivered me yesterday.

[ am, dear sir, most respectfully and sincerely yoU!'obe-
dient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To His Excellency General Washington.

Head-Q.uarters, Ticonderoga, September 6, 1776, ~
8 o'clock at night. 5

SIR:The following is an extract of a letter this moment
received from Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley, commanding-
officer at Crown-Point:

"Friday, two o'clock.-There has been a very heavy
cannonadingdownthe Lake all this morning; it is undoubt-
edly between our fleet and the enemy, so that you may
prepare accorc1ingly. I have sent down a boat just now to
know more particularly."

I am exceedingly vexed to think that it is above a month
since I wrote repeatedly for musket cartridge-paper and not
one sheet yet arrived. Let me entreat you to send, if not
the exact sort we want, as many old books or such substitute
as you can procure.

The moment I know the result of this firing down the
Lake, I will acqlmint you with it by expl'ess.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
Ho. GATES.

To the Hon. Major-General Schuyler.

Windmill-Point, September 7,1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I wrote you the 2d instant, from Wills-
borough, by Lieutenant Calderwood. The same evening
anchored at Schuyler''l Island, and on the 3d instant arrived
safe at this place, which is four or five miles from the Isle-
(!ux- Ti!tes, and seven miles from the Isle Motte. We
found the Islc-aux- Tl!tes occupied by the enemy, and several
hundred men encamped between that and us, who, the
evening on our arrival, made a precipitate retreat.

I ha \'e posted my guard-boats, at a point running into
the Lake, about one mile below us. The enemy's boats have
several times appeared on tbe Lake, with a view of decoyin~
our boats, but I have never suffered them to be pursued.

Lieutenant TVhitcomb arrived here the 5th, in the evening,
and went off the same night, with three men, for St. John's,
on the west side'. I sent off Ensign McCoy early the next
morning on the east side, with three men. They are to
send'me intelligence from time to time. I expect to hear
from them to-morrow.

Early yesterday morning the boats were ordered on shore
to cut fascines, to fix on the bows and sides of the gondolas, to
prevent the enemy's boarding, and to keep off small shot.
One of the boats went on shore (contrary to orders) before the
others were ready: they were attacked by a party of savages,
who pursued them into the water. They all reached tbe boat,
but before they could row off, three were killed and six
wounded; the party was beaded by a 'regular officer, who
called to our people to resign themselves. On our firing a
few shot among them, they immediately dispersed; a party
was sent on shore, who found a laced beaver hat, tbe button
marked 41th Regiment.

The Lee and gondola arrived here yesterday morning.
We are moored in a line across the Lake in such a

manner it will be impossible for a batteau to pass tis.
I hope the galleys are nearly completed. The force of the

enemy ]s uncertain. However, they have this advantage,
that they can man all their batteaus with soldiers whenever
they think proper to attack us, and our vessels are so low
that numbers' may carry them by boarding; this must be
attended with great loss on their side, as I am positive they
win not be able to surprise us. If I find that the enemy
have a considerable naval force, I design to retire to Cum-
berland-Head or Schuyler's Island, until joined by the
three galleys, which win be superiollr to all our present force.
When the whole are joined, I believe the Isle ~lotte
will be the best stand, as the enemy can bring nothing
against us by land, nor win they dare to come on the Island;
and by our guard-boats we can prevent any boats going
Ii'om .Mississqui Bay. As you have more troops at Ty
than you want, will it not be prudent to send up one thousand
or fifteen hundred men, who mibl ~ encamp on the Isle
ft'Iotte, and be ready at all times' . assist us if attacked?

FIFTH SERIES.- V or;. "II.

Twenty men to a batteau will be sufficient; they might
load under cover of the vessels, push out and fire, and retire
under cover again; and if the enemy's boats should make
their principal attack on any particular vessel, those batteaus
might assist her; each should be fixed for a swivel in each
end, and if they are arrived, one should be fixed in them.
If you should think it necessary to send a detachment, it
will be necessary to bring entrenching tools, that they may
cover themselves from small-arms.

We bave but very indifferent men in general; great part
of those who shipped for seamen know very little of the
matter. Three-or four good gunners are wanted.

Enclosed is a list of our sick, who increase fast. I have
sent up in three batteaus twenty-three men, who will be of
no service f~r some time. I wish fifty seamen could be
procured and sept down.

I enclose you a letter from Samuel Chase, Esq. You
will observe he requests an explanation of your letter
to Mr. Adams. He observes my character is much injured
by a report prevailing in Philadelphia of my having seques-
tered the goods seized in Montreal. As you have had an
opportunity of hearing that matter canvassed on tbe trial of
Colonel Hazen, I beg you will be kind enough to write
your sentiments to him on the matter. I cannot but think
it extremely cruel, when I have sacrificed my ease, health,
and great part of my private property, in the cause of my
country, to be calumniated as a robber and thief-at a time,
too, when I have it not in my power to be heard in my own
defence.

The 15th August, when I left Tyonderoga, the fleet
was victualled for thirty days, which is elapsed except six
days. We have on board the fleet six or eight days' provi-
sions, besides twenty barrels flour, left at Crown-Point to
be baked, and ten barrels pork, which I have ordered Lieu-
tenant Calderwood to bring down, which will serve the fleet
to the 20th. As the Lake is often very difficult to pass for
a number of days, we ought to have at least one n1Onth's
provisions on hand.

Major Grier goes up with the sick, to whom I must refer
you for particulars. Weare Vel')' anxious to hear from
New- York; hope soon to have that pleasure by one of the
galleys, which 1 think must be completed by this time.

Please to make my compliments to the gentlemen of your
family; and believe me, with much respect, esteem, and
affection, dear General, your humble servant,

B. ARNOLD.

To Major-General Gates.

Isle Molt, September 8, 1776..
DEAR GENERAr,: When I wrote tbe foregoing letter, I

designed sending oft'the batteaus last evening, but was pre-
vented by the stormy weather. Last night tbe enemy was
heard (by the guard-boats, and by the people on board the
vessels near in shore,) on both sides of us. Several trees
were felled, and lights discovered. I believe the enemy were
erecting batteries, which might have injm:ed us, as the Lake
is only one and a quarter miles over; and their design was
doubtless to have attacked us by land and water at the same
time. I make no doubt we should have been more than a
match for them, but did not think it prudent to run any risk,
as it could answer no good purpose; and therefore ordered
the fleet under way this morning, and at two o'clock, p.
m., anchored at this place. Here the Lake is about two
miles over, and safe anchorages, and effectua\Jy secure any
boats passing us. Just as we came to anchor, Lieutenant
Brooks came on board, sent down by Colonel Hartley, in
consequence of hearing our cannon fired at the Indians on
Sunday morning. I have tbought it necessary to despatch
him back again. that you may be out of suspense with
regard to us. Fall I' guard-boats are constantly out; the

. rounds go every two hours at night, and every precaution
is taken to prevent being surprised.

Our men are extremely bare of clothing, and the season
is coming on severe, and more so on the water than land.
If a watch-coat, or blanket and one shirt, could be sent for
each man, it will be of great service for them. Rum is
another necessary article.

When the howitz arrive, I beg three or four of six inches
may be sent us, mounted on field-carriages, with shells, &c.,

23
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&c. Fifty swivels are much wanted; tbe last vessels bave
none.

I am, very affectionately, dear General, your obedient,
humble servant, B. ARNOLD.
To Major-General Gates.

P. S. Please to send me a few quires paper. B. A.

Fort Schuyler, September 11, 1776.
DEAR GENERAL: An express has just delivered your

letter, dated the 9th instant, as also one of the 2d.
As I have been waiting for more authentick intelligence

than that contained in my last message, I have delayed
transmitting any accounts from this post longer than other-
wise would have been my duty. No parties have as yet
been discovered about or near tbis place, so that I begin
even to suspect the truth of the report in general. Since
my fit'st message from Oneida, I have endeavoured to
despatch a scout of Indians, accompanied by one of my
regiment, to Oswego, but could not accomplish it, tbe Chiefs
objecting to any of our men making one of the party. At
length I obtained a few Indians only to start for Oswego,
and proceed there, or at least untiL they should meet with
an enemy, who left tbis Fort last ~Ionday. As tbey had
positive orders to return immediately with all speed, should
they spy an enemy between here and Oswego, and they
bave not yet returned, I conclude there is none on their way.
When they arrive you shaIJ speedily be furnished with their
intelligence. I constantly keep a large party commanded
by a tJ'UstyCaptain, at the east end of the Oneida Lake,
supplied with axes, so that tbe passages may be stopped at
the approach of an enemy; but I assure you, sir, I possess
very little uneasiness from any expectation of their coming;
Our Fort is now very strong, our men healthy and spirited,
so tbat I wiJI undertake to vouch for the security of Fort
Schuyler.

Captain Bloomfield, with his company, arrived here about
a week ago; but I can obtain no inteIJigence of Captain
Dickinson's company.

Enclosed I transmit you the return of my regiment for
the month of September.

I am, my dear Genera], your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, ELIAS DAYTON.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 16,1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Enclose you a letter from General
Washington. His Excellency gives me not a word of the
state of the army, in one he did me the honour to write
on the 12th instant. He is so immerged in business thai
he rea]]y has not time to lengthen a letter.

I have just received a Jetter from Colonel Wynkoop, who
is still very much indisposed at Kingston, but hopes a
speedy recovery, and will join his corps the soonest possible.

Governour Trumbull has forwarded sundry necessaries
for the army, amongst which are some medicines. As you
wiJ\ soon command in this department, permit me, as a
friend, to advise you to open, if ypu have not already done,
a regular correspondence with that gentleman. You wiJI
gnd him one of those who dignifies human nature by his
virtues-sincere, candid, and liberal in his sentiments. You
wiJ\ at once receive pleasure and profit by the intercourse.

It is said that there is an interviewat Amboy between
Lord Howe and a committee of Congress-Messrs. Frank-
lin, J. Adams, and Rutledge, the members. On what
occasion I do not know, for I have not beard from Congress
for a long while past, although I have frequently wrote.

If General Arnold is with you, beg him to share in my
best wishes. I owe him a letter, which I wiJI repay with
interest. Adieu.

Accept my best wishes, and be]jeve me, dear Genera],
very sincerely, your obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Hon. General Gates.

COLONEL VAN SCHAICK TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
Albany, September 15, I77S.

SIR: Having understood that a resolution appointing
Paymasters to the several regiments at present on foot, has

been passed by Congress, and being we]] convinced of the
utility thereof, and the many salutary purposes that wiIJ
tbereby be answered, I take tbe liberty to recommend to
you as a fit person to officiate in tbat station to my regiment,
Mr. Leonard Gansevoort, Jun., in whose integrity I can
place tbe utmost confidence. I would be exceeding glad, if
you should tbink proper to appoint bim, that it might be
done as soon as possible.

.

I have the bonour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, GOOSE V AN SCHAICK.

To tbe Hon. John Hancock.

JACOB CUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany, September 16, 1776.

SIR: In obedience to the order of the Committee of
Safety, I did, on my arrival here yesterday morning, wait
on General Schuyler with tbe papers to me delivered, and
conferred with tbe General on the subject-matters; but
previous to my arrival, 0\'gers were sent down to Ulster and
Dutchess to stop tbe march of tbe Militia. Tbe General
mentioned to me be would write to the Convention, and
give tbem all the inte]]jgence both from the nortbward and
westward. It will therefore be needless for me to say any
thing on that subject. I propose to stay a few clays with
my family, and tben to join the Convention.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
and most humble servant, J CACOB UYLER.

To Abraham Yates, Esq., President of the Convention.

GENERAL GATES TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Tyonderoga, September 16, 1776.

SIR: I am just now presented with your Excellency's
favour of the 10th instant by Mr. Brown. Be]ieve, sir
it is not the want of vegetables, salt, vinegar, 01' any very
necessary article of sah or fresh provisions, that has occa-
sioned the sickness at Skenesborough; but the natural
unwholesomeness of the place alone is the cause of all the
fever and ague there, here, and upon every part of the
sbores of this Lake, from 8kcnesboro1lgh to St. John's,
inclusively. This is a calamity the inhabitants suffer in
common with tbe troops, and the enemy's troops perhaps
mucb more than ours, as the Isle-aux-Noix and St. John's
are reputed to be the most unhealthy spots upon the Lake.
The same climate that affects us distresses our enemies; with
this dif!erence, that they, to my knowledge, are not half so
much mdu]ged nor have half the comforts that our troops
enjoy. The provisions deli\'ered to the troops here are
excellent, and plenty reigns in our camp. The two hun~
dred sheep sent by your ExceIJency will be a seasonable
supply. About one hundred thousand feet of boards have
been distributed to, or rather taken, by the troops that were
at Skenesboro1tgh, so there has been but little distress
for want of tents. The Doctor, that is cold weather, is
beginning, and tbe intermittents will cease of course. - We
grow daily more and more healthy. A good bounty will
g
h
ive us more t~o

f
ops; but those should be all engaged for

t e war, and, I possible, officered by men who have au-
tbority, and sense to exert it properly. Genera] Waterbury
is active in fitting the tbree row-galleys now here; the instant
that is done, tbey wiJIsail under bis command tojoin General
Arnold and Colonel Wigglesworth, at Islc-aux-Motte.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
Ho. GATES.

To His ExceIJency Governour Trumbull.

ENSIGN WEBSTER TO GENERAL GATES.

Mount Independence, September 16, 1776.

I arrived here the night before last, but have been so ill
of the ague was not able to come to your Honour to make
my repOl'l,which I hope you will excuse. I left Lieutenant
Whitcomb at Rangers' Island, near the Isle-au-Motte where
I was sick, and not being able to follow him, whe~ I got
some better I proceeded towards Head-Quarters. I dis
covered 0111,1batteau 10' \:d witb men, and four bark canoes.
They were dressed},n1 ~.tJtCO~, as near as I could judge.
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As soon as I am able to move, will wait upon your Honour
and inform you of all I have seen.

I am your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
AMOS WEBSTF:R,

Ensign Colonel Wait's Regiment.

To Major-General Gates.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, August 16, 1776.

SIR: Major-General &huyler has requested that two
hundred seamen may be raised in this State to man the
vessels on the Lake. As most of 0111'seamen are marched
with the Militia to join your army, I have to ask the. favo~r
of you to permit Captain David Hawley and Captam
Frederick Chappel to inlist such number of. seamen out of
our Militia as may be necessary for that servICe.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient, humble ser-
vant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.
To His Excellency General Washington.

Norwich, September 16, 1776.

Last week retllrned from Long-Island the Norwich Light
Infantry eompany, commanded by Christopher Leffingwell,
Esq., and seemed well pleased in having b~en instru.ment~l
in assisting and relieving a number of the distressed mhabl-
tants and removinO" them from thence to New-England,, ~ .
with their families and effects.

We learn by a gentleman from Long-Island, that it gave
the distressed inhabitants great satisfaction to see our men
in such high spirits when tbey were assisting them to em-
bark with their families and effects; that a number of the
worthy inhabitants, who still remain on that Island, ~re
willing to embrace the first opportunity and move off wIth
their families, &c., as they are in great fear of the enemy,
who are daily expected.

.

CLARK AND NIGHTINGALE TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Providence, September 16, 1776.

SIR: Last week we received a letter from Captain
William Rogers, commander of the sloop Montgomery, in
the service of your State, requesting us to. u[)dert~ke, the
agency, and act i~ behalf of the,State and hlms~lf, III hbel-
inO"one briO', wllIch was returmng from a whaling voyage
w~h aboutOthree hundred barrels oil, and had been taken
by the English, earried into New- Y,ork, and a?quitted by
them and afterwards taken by Captam Rogers, III company
witb 'the privateers &huyler and MijJlin, and sent in bere.
Tbe commander and Continental Agent in behalf of tbe
otber two privateers (which are fitted out by the Continent)
gave the brig up, as there were no papers appeared by
which they could condemn her, and they produced a cer-
tificate, a copy of which you have enclosed, of their permis-
sion to sail at the time they did. As matters were thus
circumstanced, we imagined it would be in vain to libel her,
when the others, who were two thirds concerned, saw no
prospect of condemnin~ her; and af~er consulting with. the
Prize-master, we declilled prosecutillg. The other IS a
Bermudian sloop, which was taken with intrenching tools
on board. The tools are taken out and were sent to
General Washinuton, and they put a quantity of flour on
board from some bother of their prizes. She j.glibe]]ed, and

will be tried the 1st of October next, and as there is no
claimer, she will of course be condemned. \Ve shal] now
await your orders in what manner to proceed, as she was
taken in company with the above-mentioned privateers, and
shall be glad to hear from you as soon as possible. We
are, in the mean time, with due respect, sir, your most
obedient servants, CLARK & NIGHTINGALE.

To the Chairman of the Congress of the State of New- York.

P. S. Enclosed with the certificate you have tbe affair
of the brig stated by the lawyer.

THE CASE OF THE BRIGANTINE TEMPLE.

It appears by her papers that she was owned by William
Rotch of Nantucket, and cleared out there on a wbaling
voyag~ the 26th ]tIay, 1775, in ?ommon form, but did not
sail till the last of October followmg.

After her clearing and before bel' sailing, to wit, in the
month of August, the following resolve passed in tbe House
of Representatives of tbe Massar:husetts-Bay and concurred
with by tbe Council: "That ~romand after the ~

5th day
of this instant, August, no shIp or vessel shall saIl out of
any port of this Colony on any wbaling voyage whatever,
without leave first had from the Great and General Court of
this Colony, or from some committee 61'committees or per-
sons they shall appoint to grant sucb leave." The brig
sailed from Nantucket under the command of Joshua Mor-
ris some time the last of October, for the coast of Brazil, on
a ~'haling voyaoe, and upon her passage bome, having
about three hundred barrels of QilOn hoard, she was taken
by a British man-of-war and .carried into Sandy-Hook,
and after being detained a few days was dismissed with a
pass from Admiral Howe to proceed to Nantucket. Soon
after she left the Hook, to wit, on the 20th ofAugu$t, 1776,
she was taken by the Continental sloops of war called the
MijJlin and the Schuyler, and by tbe sloop Montgomery,
fitted out by the State of New-York, and carried into the
harbour on the south side of Long-bland, where she lay till
the British troops got possession of Long-bland, when the
captors sent her into this port to be libeled. .

At the time of capture she had on board no certificate
that she had obtained leave to go on a whaling voyage; but
since her arrival here, her owner, from Nantucket, has sent
the following certificate, to wit:

"Treasury Office, September 28, 17i5.

"I hereby eertify that William Rotchhath given bon~
according to the direction of tbe General Assembly of thIS
Colony, in order to send on 'a whaling voyage the brig
Temple, Joshua Morris master.

HENRY GARDNER, Treasurer."

Quere-Whether it is advisable to libel the brig or no?

Newport, Monday, September 16, 1776.

The sloop , Captain Lever, belonging to New-
York, arrived at Dartmouth, last Thursday, in seven weeks
from France, by whom we learn that American vessels find
a very free trade there, and tbat the French only waited for
a declaration of independence fromthis country, when they
were determined to strike some capital blow.

\Ve learn by the above vessel that tbe earpenters were
so closely engaged in tbe ship-yards, she could not procure
a single hand to do one day's work on her; that Mr. Deane,
from the honourable the General Congress, was at the
French Court, and that letters for the Congress from him
came in this vessel, which were despatched forward last
Friday morning.

On the 3d of August Captain Nathan Bull, of this
place, and Mr. Gideon Coggeshall, of Middletown, with
twelve other Americans, made their escape from Halifax
in an open boat, in which they came round Cape Sable,
erossed the Bay of Fundy, and arrived at Beverly on the
14th of August, from whence Captain Bull was brought to
town by land last Wednesday, in a very low state of health;
by whom, and Mr. Coggeshall, we learn that Halifax was
left witbout one ship of war; that tbe whole force they can
raise tbere would amount but to fifteen hundred men; that
a little before they came away a number of transports
arrived from England, wbich brought out three. hundred
head of cattle, but ninety-three of which lived through
the passap'e, and those miserably thin.

The f~re part of last week the Cerberus, frigate, retook
a prize brig between Block-Island and Norman's Land;
this prize was one of Dunmore's motley squadron, bound
to Bermuda, with a number of passengers, some household
furniture and dry goods, from Vir~fnia, and was taken by
the Andrew Doria, Captain Btddle, close in with the
Island; the people put on board to bring her in, made their
escape in the boat, and landed at Block-Island, from whence
they came to this place.

Captain Samson, in a brig .belonging to Plymouth, has
sent a sloop into an Eastern port, loaded with rum and
cotton, bound for Halifax.

Three brigs loaded with rum, sugar, and molasses, arrived
in some neigbbouring port $ince the 9th; and it is said the
ship loaded with fifteen thousand bushels of wheat, taken
by the Andrew Doria, is arrived a little way to the East-
ward.
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May 10th.-Thesloop Two-Brothers, Sandford Thomp-
son, master, from Ocracock, for St. Croix, with white oak
staves and heading, taken by the Pomona, arrived at St.
Kitts this day;

June 19th.-The sloop Fanny, Captain Worth, from the
coast of Braziletto, bound to St. Elutatia, laden with
spermaceti oil, &c., arrived at St. Kitts. She was taken
by the Pomona.

June 20th.- The sloop Prince of Orange, Eber Wa-
terous, master, from Guadaloupe, laden with sulphur and a
small quantity of powder, taken by the Pomona, and sent
up to Antigua.

June 23d.-The brig Regicobus, Captain Booker, from
St. Eustatia, bound to Amsterdam, laden with sugar and
coffee, but it is imagined she has a quantity of powder and
warlike stores in sugar casks, taken off St. Eustatia by the
Pomona, arriv~d at St. Kitts this day.

Taken hy the Portland, Thomas Dumaresque, Esq.,
commander, two days after he left the fleet he was convoy
for, and carried into Antigua, the sloop Sally, of ninety
tons, Giles Buckingham, master, from Philadelphia, bound
to St. Croix, taken in latitude 24° north, longitude 620
30' west. Her cargo consists of six hundred and fifty bar-
rels of flour, three hundred kegs of white biscuit, a few
bal'fels of beef and pork, a great quantity of staves and
heading; also, a new four-wheeled wagon, with iron axle-
trees, brass bushes for the wheels, and harness complete.

Two days after was taken by the Portland's tender, and
carried into Antigua, the brig Resolution, of two hundred
and fiftytons, Robert Stacy, master, from Piscataqua, bound
to Martinico, laden with lumber. When she was taken
she was in musket-shot of Port-Royal harbour.

July nth.-The schooner Fox, Buck, master,
o 0 from New-London, for Curaco, taken by the Seaford,

Captain Colepoice, arrived at St. Kitts this day.
Also the brig Betsey, Dresser, master, from

North- Carolina, for St. Eustatia, laden with lumber, taken
by the Pomona.

July 19th.-Sloop Maria, Captain Gurley, from St.
Croix, fm. St. Eustatia; her cargo consists of twenty-one

60 0 0 hogsheads rum; taken by the Pomona.
A sloop from New-London, with oxen, horses, and lum-

10 16 0 bel', taken by the Pomona, sent into Tortola.
And the sloop ,Captain l-l:utterfield, from St.

o 0 Eustatia, for Bermuda, laden with rum,.taken by the Po-
8 0 mona.
2 0 The firing heard last Sunday morning was occasioned by

the safe arrival of a fine prize ship of three hundred tons,
6 10 0 at Cape Ann. The contents of her cargo at present un-

£1681 6 0 known to us.

Last Tuesday a fine large brig, loaded with about two
hundred and forty hogsheads of rum, &c., went up the
east passage; she was taken by the sloop Revenge, from
Swansey, Captain Samuel Dunn, who was reported to have
been taken.

The Hon. Gurdon Saltonstall, of Connecticut, is ap-
pointed Brigadier-General of the Eastern Militia of that
State, and is marched with tbe whole of said Militia for
New- York.

AARON HOBART TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Abington, September 16, 1776.

SIR: I have delivered to Thomas Durfee, Esq., eight of
6-poltnd cannon, and I had pig iron of him for the Province,
six ton more than what I have given credit for. He de-
sireth to settle with me himself about the cannon.

Sir, I should be glad you would send me one thousand
pound by Captain Tilden, be sent with this account,
and the remainder is to be let alone till I can see your
Honour.

There are ready fOI.the market eight 6-pound cannon,
which I have sold to Captain Tilden, hoping that you have
got supply. In case you want any more, let me know. I
have got made three or four ton of 42-pound, 32-pound,
and 9-pound shot.

From your humble servant,
To Richard Devens, Esq.

Richard Devens, Esq., to Aaron Hobart, Dr.
SIR: I have delivered to John Foster Williams's order,

sixCannon,6-pound,£50 each, - - - - £300 0 0
To John Closton, per order, seven Cannon of

6-pound, each £50, - - - - 350
To Shell, upwards of twenty ton, at £20

per ton, - - - - - - - -
To three ton Grape Shell, £ 100,
To freight and Iron, one ton, - - - -
To 630 Pots, 5s.,
To two ton of Shot, to Closton, at £30 per

ton,
To carting six loads to 1fatertown and Rox-

borough, six dollars per ton, -
To carting twenty-seven loads to Weymouth,

208.,- - - - - - -
To seven Casks for Grape Shot, 4s., -
To freight of twenty-seven loads Shell, 6s., -
To carting thirteen guns to Taunton, IOs., for

Williams and Closton,

AARON HOBART.

400 0 0
300 0 0

20 0 0
157 10 0

2i
I
8

CR.
by Mr.By thirty tons Pig Iron,

Dartmouth, --
By cash by Thomas Cosling, -
By cash by Mr. Om, - - -

Spencer, of

- £270
100
100
470

- £] 211Due,
Abington, June 10, 1776.

Watertown, September 16, 1776.

Last Sunday se'nnight was taken and carried into
Goldsborough, by two small boats, a brig from Ireland,
bound for Halifatv, laden with beef, butter, &c. She
parted company with twel ve other provision vessels the day
on which she was taken, all bound for the above port.
List of Prizes lately taken and carried into the WEST-

INDIES,by some of the Ministerial Pirates.
The brigantine Hester, John Marshall, master, belonging

to New- York, was taken on the coast of Africa, the 12th
of May, 1776, and carried into Antigua, by the sloop

, Weazel, Samuel Warren, commander, the 12th of June.
Her cargo consisted of ivory, wax, dry goods, and wood.

The brig Duff, Captain Knapp, from Guadalowpe, bound
to Newfoundland, with rum, sugar, and molasses, was
carried into Bassatcrre Road the 3d of May, by the Po-
mona, sloop of war, Captain Eastward.

]}lay 8th.-Brig Hero, Captain Jones, from Saba, in
stone ballast, taken off Eustatia, by the Pomona, arrived at
St. Kitts this day.

ORDERS FOR COLONEL BELLOWS.

o 0 Exeter, New-Hampshire, September 16, 1776.

o 0 SIR: Or~e.rs were yester.day sent o~ fi.omhence to you,
o 0 for your raIsmg fifty men 10 your regIment, to recruit our
o 0 Armyat New- York, and three hundred pounds in money to

6 0 p~y them six 'po~nds each. p"pon a review of the matter
thIs day, constdermg the frontIer state of your regiment it
is determined that you omit raising the men at present. ;nd
as one Captain John House, of Hanover, hath rec~ived
orders to raise a company of volunteers for said service you
are appointed Mustermaster to said company, and te: pay
~ach able-bo~ie~, effective man he inlists six pounds; and
If he should miist more than fifty men, you are desired to
advance the money, and your draft therefor shall be hon-
oured; but if he should not be able to inlist so many as fifty
men, it is expected you will make up that number out of
your regiment. You are desired to acquaint Captain lIouse
of your being appointed Mustermaster to his company.

By order of the Council and Assembly.
I am your very humble servant.

To Colonel Benjamin Bellows, Jun.

ORDERS TO COLONEL JOHN LANGDON.

State of NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

To JOHN LANGDON, Esquire, Colonel of an independent
Company of Militia in the Town of 'PORTSMOUTH :

Pursuant to a re~~lye of Council and Assembly, in con-
sequence of a reqUIsitionof the Continental Congress, you
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are hereby required, with all the despatch possible, to raise,
and see equipped, out of the company under your command,
three men, and join them to tbose tbat shall he raised in
Colonel Whipple's regiment, to recruit the Army of the
United States of America at New- York, to assist our
brethren there; and you are to let them know that they are
to be detained in said service until the first day of Decem-
ber next, unless sooner discharged. The men are to receive
twenty dollars 'on their being mustered, and with that the
bounty to be made equal to the bounty of the Massachusetts
State afterwards; that the wages of the men be the same, and
their rations the same, as in the Continental Army; that the
men be paid two pence per mile for their travelling expenses
from their place of residence to New- York.

You are to make return of your doings to the General
Assembly, and, in their recess, to the Committee of Safety.

Given at Exeter, the 16th day of September, 1776.
BENJAMIN GYLES,

Chairman of a Committee appointed for that purpose.
To Colonel Langdon.

State or New-Hampshire, Portsmouth, September 28, 1776.

Agreeable to the within requisition to me directed, the
company under my command have raised three men, viz:
Benjamin Dockum, Benjamin Dockum, Jun., and Jonathan
Kenneston, all able men, and equipped with one good musket
each, which are to be charged to tbem, or returned to the
Colony; the price of which three guns is twenty-three dol-
lars.

.
JOHN LANGDON.

Portsmouth, September 23, 1776.

Tbe brigantine Three-Friends, burtben about eighty tons,
mounting eight carriages, owned by Philip hloore and John
Donaldson, of the city of Philadelphia, in the State of
Pennsylvania, merchants, and Archibald Mercer, of the
town of Brunswick, in the State of New-Jersey, merchant,
commanded by Captain Daniel Jackson, and Henry lVut-
ter, Mate, navigated by twenty men, with twenty barrels
provisions and four hundred weight powder and ball.

JOHN DONALDSON& Co.

ORDERS FOR CAPTAIN PARKER.

To Captain ROBERT PARKER:
You are hereby empowered to inlist a company of Mat-

rosses, to consist of forty-four men, including officers, to
guard and defend the battery on Levey's Island, for the term
of one month, unless it should appear expedient to the
Congress, or this Committee, to dismiss them sooner. And
you are hereby acquainted that they shan receive, for the
time they shall be in the service, the same wages as Captain
Salter's company. And YOllwill take care to inlist no man
but what is properly accoutred.

SILAS DEANE TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Bordeaux, September 17, 1776.

DEA.R SIR: I shan send YOll,in October, clothing for
twenty thousand men, thirty thousand fusils, one hundred
tons of powder, two hundred brass cannon, twenty-four
brass mortars, with shells, shot, lead, &c., in proportion.

I am to advise you, that if, in future, you will give com-
missions to seize Portuguese ships, you may depend on the
friendsbipand alliance of Spain. Let me urge tbis measure.
Much may be got, nothing can be lost, by it. Increase, at
all events, your Navy. I will procure, if commissioned,
any quantity of sail-cloth and cordage.

A general war is undoubtedly at hand in Europe, and
consequently America will be safe, if YOllbaffle the arts
and arms of the two lIouoes through the Summer. Every
one here is in your favour.

Adieu! I will write again next week.
SILAS DEANE.

To Robert Morris.

LETTER FROM THE HAGUE TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON,
DATED SEPTEMBER 17, 1776.

Sir Joseph Yorke has made application to the St~tes of
Holland to forbid the Americans entering any of their ports

in the West-Indies, and also the carrying on any trade what-
soever with them. The answer given to Sir Joseph is said
to be this.: That Holland only considered itself as a commer-
cial country, and that any check to its trade must be severely
felt by its inhabitants; tbat the West-Indies received great
part of their support from the Continent of America, which
it would be very ill policy in them to put a stop to, and
indeed would be almost impossible, as hardly any commands'
would tie a people down when they were in want of pro-
visions; and that Sir Josepl~ might assure his Court that
they had hitherto, and would still continue, to prevent any
military stores being filrnished to the Americans from any
part of the dominions belonging to tbe States. The present
trade with tbe Americans is exceedingly beneficial to them.

Deep-Spring Camp, September 17, 1776.

Deserted last night from my company of Riflemen, the
following soldiers, viz: Josiah Jones, about twenty-two years
old, six feet two inches high, \\;'ell made, has short black hair,
a very lively countenance, and when intoxicated very talk-
ative and desirous of raising disputes; he carried away with
him a hunting-shirt trimmed with red, a pair of leather
breecbes, several new shirts, and other things which I cannot
recollect at present. David Barnett, aged twenty-one years,
six feet four inches high, welI made, has short black hair, a
thin visage, (occasioned by the ague and fever, which he had
when he deserted,) is very seriolls, and speaks but seldom;
he carried with him a hunting-shirt trimmed with red, a pair
of leather breeches, a pair of new shoes, and several yards of
linen, wbich I had delivered to him about two days before he
deserted. Joseph Canterbury, aged twenty-eight years, five
feet ten inches high, well made, has short red hair, a reddish
complexion, and a dejected look; he carried along with him
a hunting-shirt trimmed with red, a gray-coloured broadcloth
waistcoat and breeches, a pair of black stockings, two pair
of shoes, and several yards of linen, which I delivered to
him a few days before he deserted. They went off indebted
to the Pllblick store, and were raised and inlisted in Amherst,
where I expect they win endeavour to get. Whoever will
deliver the said deserters to the commanding officer in Wil-
liamsbUl-g, or safely contrive them to the Sixth Vil-ginia
Regiment at New- York, shall have £4 lOs.. for each, and
an reasonable expenses paid.

SAMUEL JORDAN CABELL,

Captain in the Sixth Virginia Regiment..

CQI,ONEL STAINSTON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Caroline County, September 17, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to the requisitionof the Convention, made
to the Field-Officers of this County, to endeavour to get a
company made up to march for New- York, I thought it
necessary to convene the Twenty-Eighth Battalion of Militia
on Saturday last for that purpose; and after meeting in the
usual field of parade, the several companies were drawn up,
except the company under the command of Captain John
Fauntleroy. I then requested he would draw up his com-
pany, who made me for answer, that he had but a few
officers in the field, and that he should not draw up under
me as the commander of the field.

Captain Fauntleroy's reasons for not joining the battalion
I do not certainly know, but after the battalion was dis-
missed, I am credibly informed, he endeavoured to see who
would join him agai{lstme; for what purpose I do lIOtknow
unless to treat me ill. '

As it appears to me, sir, that he is a disobedient officer,
and possibly was I to look over this injury to the common
cause it might prove to be of bad consequences, besides

.
under th~se circumstances my person as well as character
may not be altogether safe, and in order, sir, that peace
and harmony may again take place, I pray that a Court-
Martial may be appointed by your Board for the trial of
Captain Fauntleroy, in order to find out what I am to be
accused with, and that he or myself may meet with the
instant demerits we deserve.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
BENSON STAINSTON.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jel1ifer, Esquire, President of
Council of Safety.
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ALEXANDER M'FADON TO 'MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

G~orgetown, September 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I received your favour of the 8th instant,
aTldduly observe the contents, wherein you request to know
the steps I have taken to fulfill my engagements with the
publick, what progress I have made, and what returns. The,
step~ I have taken are as fonows, viz: I have, at a very
considerable expense, prepared a house that will contain
sixteen looms and all other utensils for carl'yinO' on the
wea~ing business. I shall by the last of next w~ek have
up eight loo~s, and as soon as I can procure hands will set
up the remamder. I have purchased looms, hired jour-
neymen, taken apprentices, &c. I have erected a mill for
bruising and mangling flax, the best on the Continent. I
bave purchased a quantity of flax, and employed spinners,
and expect in a short time to have it in my power to finish
one hundred yards of linen per day, which the Convention
may have, providedthey will give me as muchas I can sell
my linen for. By receiving letters from the Council of
Safety that they are much wanting coarse linen for tentinO'
and sheeting, I carried two hundred and thirty-nine and ~
half y.ards to Annap~lis the week before last, and by the
valuatIOn the CommIttee put on it I lost from six to ten
pounds of what I could have sold it for here, notwj~hstand-
Ing they confessed they had not received as good linen from
any ?ther factory. This is publick punishment, in place of
pubhck encouragement. With regard to the progress I have
made in manufacturing, it is so well known to the most of
the gentle,men in this part of the Province; and some of the
members In Convention know I have brought manufacturinO'
of linen to greater perfection than has ever before been don~
in the .Province, and am a~le ~obring it to as good perfection,
both In ~neness and willtenmg, as any imported, provided
I meet with proper encouragement.

I am, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your very
humble servant,

ALEXANDERMcF ADON.
To the Committee for inquiring into Manufactory.

BENJAMIN RUlIlSEYTO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Joppa, September 18, 1776.

GENTLE1\f~N:In the .Iast letter wrote you by the Har-
ford Committee, of whICh I was late a member I was
desired by them to' inform you of their transacti~ns in a
particular department under the signature of the Chairman
and. also of their dissolution, ~hich they in consequenc;
notified to the people by advertIsements set up in the most
publick places in the County.

Since my writing the above I received a letter from Mr
Ashmr,ad, in which he informs me he had sent down t~
Harford the remainder of his guns and blankets, and also
theenc10sed account prmred, which closes the affair of the
£300, and there remains in my hands a balance of £ 10
18s. Id.

No expectations can be f~rmed of our Committee's acting
longer wIthout a ~e,; elec!IO~. They universally looked
up~n the Convention s contmuIng them beyond the time for
whICh they were elected by the people to be unconstiW-
tional, and laying a foundation and precedent for one of the
most alarnling stretches of power-the continuation of some
future ~onv~n~ion or publick body for lTIany years. This
was their opmlon before the resolve of the Convention. I
have no ri~ht to think it changed.

In obedience to the commands of the Convention I called
my batta1iontogethe~ on.lJ'Ionday la~t" and on reading their
resolves, three Captams In the battalton with tbeir commis-
sioned officers, to wit: Capt.ain James'McC.0mas, Captain
Alexander Cowen, and Captam Robert Harns the first with
thirty-on~, the others with thirty of their priva~t's, offered to
serve theIr country agreeable to the resolves of the Conven-
tion; and to-day the Field-Officers meet in order to decide
who s?all g?, and believe th~ ~ot wi]) fan on Captain Harris,
as he IS a smgle man, of Sptrlt, yery desirous of going, and
the farthest from the water and IOternal enemies, in case of
an attack.

. I s~lOuldbe glad to know of you if the arms and blankets
m thIs County collected and now at Harford, could be'
spared for the us: of the co~pany ~n my battalion. It will
be n~cessary to mform me m(medlately, and also to give
Hollingsworth, orde~s to make bayonets for them. They
can be sent there dIrectly, and before they march I think I

~an have the residue with some difficulty got from the people
111the same manner they were collected by the Committee.

Money being the life of a]) business and the sinews of
war, it wi]) be absolute1y necessary to send up immediately
and lodge in the hands of some one of this battalion a sum
of money large enongh to discharge the bounty and month's
pay advance, and also gun and blanket money.

I returned from our place of meeting to attend six compa-
nies to-morrow at Deer-Creek, to assist our Captain in Com-
pleting bis company, and to endeavour to inspire as l11Qnyas
I can with a love of their country, and desire to serve her,
and assure those that inlist with their speedy getting tbe
money, though it would have the most charms if glittering
in their sight.

Tents will be necessary. The soldiers that wj)]go will
chiefly be farmers and their sons. What price per yard
will the Province pay if they find it, or can the Council of
Safety furnish :in the troops? '

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
BENJAMIN RUMSEY.

Council of Safety of Maryland, An-To the Honourable
napolis.

COLONEL BUCHANAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Lexington, Baltimore County, September 17, 1776.

SIR: In compliance with yours of the 8th, (and the
resolv~s of Convention therein referred to,) a meeting of
the FIeld-Officers of Colonel Tolly's, and the Baltimore
Town Battalions, with the Committees of Observation was
held on Friday last, by appointment previously adver:ised,
fo~!~e purpose of nom~natingofficers for two companies of
MIlitIa to march Immediately for New- York, which nomina-
tion was accordingly made.

~.n Saturday I met my battalion to publish the same, and
soh?lt volunteers. They were ve.ry backward in offering,
until some officers of the compames turned out. This in
some degree roused the ranks, and enabled the officers of
three companies to get a considerable number of their men
to offer to go. I met all these officers yesterday in town;
each te])s me he has engaged some; on the whole, I think
about. a number suffi.cientfor one company, mostly of this
battahon; and say If they had money to discharge the
bounty advance and purchase of arms, they have no doubt
of succeeding. He:re we wai~ not only the money, but
also for an explanatIOn respectmg the offers of companies,
whether they ~re ~obe confined to two, and therefore super-
cede our ~OmlllatlOn,or whethe~ an volunteer companies,
together wIth the two by us nommated, are to be taken into
pay, not that I have the least expectation that the whole
County can turn out more than the two companies properly
equipped, in go~d time, one o~w~ich we would have a good
chance of effectmg by consohdatmg the three offerinO"com-
panies of my battalion, with one of those nominated.o

I know not whether I have been right in telling the vol-
unteers that so high a bounty is given to enable each to
equip himself with a blanket as well as other necessaries
for their immediate march. This, however will be the..

-

,
most expeditious method of procuring blankets, should they
be paid for by the State, which is by some expected. The
b~arer, Captain Teams: one of our nominated Captains,
wIll be a good opportumty to send money by for this busi-
ness; he waits upon you for that purpose; and furtber in-
structions therein, to,

Sir, YOllrmost obedient and very humble servant,
WM. BUCHANAN.

To Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., President of the Con-
vention of lJ'Iaryland.
P. S. Some eJirections for tbe subsistence of the troops

are also wanting.

JOSEPH HEWES TO SAMutLPURVIANCE.

l'hiladelphia, September 17, i776.

DEAR SIR: .Agreeab!e to my promise to your brother, I
now send a prmter! artIcle for seamen. You will observe
the wages .allowed to able seamen, is eight dollars per
month; ordmary seamen and landsmen, six dollars and two-
thirds of a dollar, per month.

I am respectfully, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
JOSEPH HEWES.

To Samuel Purviance, Esq.
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PHILADELPHIA COMMJTTEE.

In Committee of Inspection and Observation for the City
and Liberties of Philadelphia, September 17, 1776:

On motion, it was unanimously
Resolved, That the Committee of Inspection and Obser~

va.t
.

'

.

lo

.

n
.

for the
.

G.ity and Liberties of Philadelphia, and
.

the
Townships of Moyamensing and Passyunk, be dissolved,
/!.nd they a.re hereby dissolved. The Committee of Ac~
counts, and for the Distribution of Salt, to be continued
until the business for which they were appointed be finally
settled.

E:s:tract from the minutes:
SAMUELC. MORRIS,Secretary.

Committee of Accou'fIts.
Philadelphia, September 25, 1776.

An persons who have any accounts against the late Com-
mittee of Inspection for tbis City and Liberties, are desired
to bring them in immediately to anyone of the subscribers,
in order for sett1ement. It is expected that every demand
will be furnished by the 15th day of October next, at which
time they intend completing this business.

JOHN BAVARO,
JONATHANB. SMITH,
JOSEfH DF;AN,
SHARP DEI,ANV,
FRANCHI GURNEY,
CHRISTOPHER MARSHALL,
W ILI,IAMBALL, and
SAMUJ<;LC. MORRIS,

Committee of Accounts.

LANCASTER, PENNSYI,VANIA, COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation and In
sflection, and Obsen-ation and Correspondence, at the house
of Adam Reigart, the 17th of September, 1776,

Present: William Atlee, William Bowsman, Lodwick
LQwman, Adam Reigart, John Miller, Andrew Graff,
Christopher Crawford, Henry DehuJ!, George Moore,
Sebastian Gra,ff. William Atlee in the Chair.

Resolved, That Mr. George Moore, bricklayer, be em-
ployed, and he is engaged, to build the addition to the Bar-
racks of Brick and Stone: the first or Ceilar story of Stone,
and the residue of Brick; that he be allowed for the stone-
work at the rate of four shillings per perch, and at the
rate of twelve shillings and sixpence per thousand for the
brick-work; he, as usual, to find his own workman and la-
bourers.

Robert Dixo'TI, of the Seventh Regiment, is permitted to
work with Jacob Kehler, wheelwright, he here in Committee
engaging to be answerable for him, agreeable to the Resol ves
of the Committee.

Resolved, That the Bricks of the additional Buildings at
the Barrac.ks be had of Pt;ter Albright, Lew.is Peters, and
George Lindeiberger, in equal proportions, and each of
them are requested to deliver twenty thousand Bricks as
expeditiously as possible, £<}rwhich they are to be allowed
twenty-two shillings and sixpence per thousand, delivered
at the Barracks.

John Rycroft, of the Seventh Regiment, is permitted to
work with Sebastian Graff, he here in Committee engaging
to be answerable for him, agreeable to the ResQlves of the
Committee.

acquainted with the business, to furnish them with sufficient
quantities of fire-wood.

I am, with respect, sir, your most humble servant,
By order of the House: JOHN HART, Speaker.

Resolve of the Assembly.
Resolved, That the President write to General Mercer,

enclose him extracts of the Letter from the Speaker of New-
Jersey, and the enclosed Letter from Amboy, and that
General Mercer be desired to take such steps as shall
effectually introduce order and remove the complaints of
the inhabitants of the State of Jersey.

Extract of a Letter from AMBOV,dated September 16, 1776.
I would suggest the House to immediately make SOme

law for protecting the little pmperty still left in this town;
the means must leave to tbem, but wood is the grand article.
J think a provider in this town, for wood only, would be a
great means of removing the complaint here, and there
might be one in every town fi'om this to the northward, as
far as the camp goes. Leaving it to Quartermasters, living
in other Governments, entire strangers to the method of
procuring that article here, has been one great cause of
complaint; but the season of the year and scarcity of hands
to cut wood, it being salt hay time and ~owjng time, have
greatly helped on the distress. The destruction and havock
made here with fences and houses, is great; another reason
of our distress is, that the teams, when they bring wood,
are impressed and detained in tbe service, which prevents
them coming to town with wood, &c.

House of Assembly, September 19,1776.

Mr. Manning, one of the members of Middlesex, informed
the House, that from certain information by him received,
the inhabitants of Amboy are great sufferers by their houses
and fences being destroyed by the troops now there, owing
in a great measure for the want of proper persons being
appointed for purchasing a sufficient quantity of wood.

Resolved, That the Speaker do write a Letter to the
Delegates for this State at the Continental Congress, desiring
they wiJl endeavour to have Samuel Serjeant, Esq., or some
other suitable person or persons in Amboy to furnish the
Troops with fire-wood, in order that the property of the
inhabitants and that peace may be in future preserved, and
the grievances complained of remedied.

REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE S1;'ATE

OF NEW-JERSEY.

Stale of New-Jersey, Council Chamber, September 19, 1776.

Your Committee, appointed to meet a Committee of the
House of Assembly, in a free conference on the subject-
matter of a memorial from the Committee of Elizabeth-
town, and a letter from Brigadier-General Williamson,
respecting a supply of ammunition, and the pay of the
Militia called into actual service, beg leave to report:

That the said Committees having met in conference,
according to order; and baving read and considered the said
Memorial and Letter, came to sundry resolutions, which are
as follows, viz:

1. Resolved, That the pub]ick Magazine of Ammunition
kept for the use of the Militia, at or near Elizabethtown,
is nearly exhaustp,d; and tbat it is necessary that provision
shol.l1d he immediately made for replenishing the said
Magazine.

2. Resolved, That it is proper that his Excellency be
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLYOF NEW-JERSEYTO RICHARD requested to procure an immediate supply of one ton of

STOCKTON,DELEGATEIN CONGRESS. Gunpowder for the use of the Militia; and that he be em pow-
[Read September23,1776. Copy s~nt to General Mercer.] ered to draw from the Treasury of this State, as much

Prince Town, September19, 1776. moneyas' may be necessary for the purchase and carriage
SIR: I take the liberty of enclosing you an extract of a of the same.

letter from Amboy, from a gentleman who is a true friend 3. Resolved, That I~rgebodies of the Militia of this State
to this country, and hearty in the American cause; and also have been called out, at sundry times, in the Continental
a resol ve of OUI"House of Assembly, sent you by order of service; and that for the want of a proper mode having
the House. The inconveniences tbe inhabitants of Amboy been established for the pay of the said Mi1itia, many incon-
now labour under are daily increasing; therefore thp, House. veniences have arisen, and are daily increasing; There-
beg you and our other De1egates will please to use your fore,
utmost endeavours to get the grievances complained of 4. Resolved, That it is proper that his Excellency the
redressed as speedily as possible, by appointing some per- Governour be requested to make application to the honour-
son in that town, and others wbere troops lay, who al"ewell able the Continental Congress, and desire that they will be
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p1eased to direct the immediate payment of such of the
Militia of this State, as have been called out in the service
of the Continent, and to establish some mode for the regular
and punctual payment of such of the Militia of this State
as shall hereafter be called into the said service.

By order of the Committee:
. JOHN COOPER, Chairman.

A true Copy:
.

CHAS. PETTIT, Clerk of the Council.

AFFIDAVIT OF ELTZABETH FRANKLIN.

Province of NEW-JERSEY,City of PERTH-AMBOY:
Personally appeared before me, Samuel Sergeant, Esq.,

one of the Aldermenof said city,Mrs: Elizabeth Franklin,
of the same place, and she being duly sworn on the Holy
Evangelists of Almighty God, on her oath doth depose and
declare that she has no knowledge at all of the books of the
Council of said Province, papers relative thereto, or chest
in which they were said to be c~ntained. That she n~ver
did see but one of the books, whIChwas last May, at a time
the Council were sitting. That Governour Franklin did,
Some time before he was made prisoner, as he informed this
deponent send away or secure 'Somethings; but she knows
not what' they were, or where sent. That she is an utter
stranger as to the place where said books, papers, &c., now
are, and verily believes the~ are not in the house where she
now resides; and further salth not.

ELIZABETH FRANKLIN.

Sworn this 17th of September, 1776,
Before me: SAMUELSERGEANT,Alderman.

GENERAL MERCER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Perth-Amboy, September 17,1776,4 P. M.

SIR: I received just now the favour of Colonel Gray-
son's letter of yesterday, and in consequence shall send off
a detachment of the men inlisted for the Flying-Camp to
Paulus-Hook. The Militia of Pennsylvania and New-
Jersey, stationed on Bergen and at Paulus-Hook, have be-
haved in a scandalous manner, running off from their posts
on the first cannonade from the ships of the enemy. At
an the posts we find it difficult to keep the Militia to their
duty.

By some accounts received to-day, the enemy met with
a repulse from your troops. I beg leave to congratulate your
Excellency on the success, and hope it will animate our
army to act more generally with the spirit of freemen.

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obedient
~n~ KM~~

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Head-Quarters, at Colonel Morris's House, ~
September 17, 1776. 5

SIR: I received the honour of your favour of the 6th
instant by Mp-ssrs. Callins, Babcock, and Stanton, and
should have acknowledged it before now had I not been
prevented by the peculiar situation of our affairs.

I communicated my sentiments to those gentlemen upon
the subject of your letter and the several propositions that
were before me, who, I doubt not, will make a full and due
report of the same to YOlland your honourable Assembly;
however, I shall take the liberty of adding, that the divided
state of our army, which, when collected in one body, is
inferiour to that of the enemy, their having landed almost
the whole oftbeir force on Long-Island, and formed a plan
of cutting off all communication between that and the city
of New- York, which we had but too good reasons to be~
lieve practicable and easy to effect with their ships of war,
made it necessary and prudent to withdraw our troops off
from the former, that our chance pf resistance and oppo~
sition might be more probable ana like]y to be attended
with a happy issue.

I feel myself much concerned on account of yonI' appre-
hensions fi)r the town of Newport and the Island of Rhode-
Island, and should esteem myself peculiarly ~appy were it.
in my power to afford means for their security, and that of
the State in general, or to point out such measures as would
be effectual for that purpose. But, circumstanced as I am,
it is not po~sible for me to grant any assisfance; nor can I,

with propriety, undertake to prescribe the mode which will
best promote their defence. This must depend on such a
variety of circumstances, that I should suppose you and tha
Assembly, who are in the State, win be much more compe~
tent to the task than what I or any person out of it can be;
therefore, I can only recommend that you will pursue such
steps as you in your judgment shall think most conducive to
that end, observing that it appears to me a matter of extreme
difficulty, if practicable, to prevent the enemy's ships doing
damage to every island accessib]e to 'em, unless the passes
between them and the main are so narrow as to oblige them
to come very near such batteriesas may be erected fortheir
annoyance, on commanding ground.

I cannot sufficiently express my thanks for the readiness
you and your Assembly manifested in ordering troops, &c.,
to Long-Island, on hearing my request to Governour Trum-
bull upon that subject. At the time that I made it, I con-
sidered the plan of much importance, and that many valu-
able and salutary consequences might have resulted from it.
But as things have undergone a material change since, it
may not be improper to consider and be satisfied of some
facts, which ought to be deady known previous to any at-
tempt to carry it into execution, and on which the success
of it will greatly depend; such as an entire conviction of
the friendly disposition of the inhabitants on the island;' the
number that would join the troops that might be sent over;
the lengths they would go; the support they would and can
give, and whether a retreat from thence could be safely
afforded in case it should be necessary. Those matters,
and others which a more minute consideration of the plan
will present to your view, should be well weighed and
digested, and which I thought it my duty to mention,
especially as the scheme had originated with me. My
anxiety and concer'n for the inhabitants at the east end of
the island, who have been represented always as friendly
and well attached to the cause of the States, prompt me to
wish them every assistance. But if the efforts you could
make, in conjunction with Governour Trumbull, would not
promise almost a certainty of success, perhaps they might
tend to aggravate their misfortunes. The Committee stated
sundry propositions respecting this expedition: such as, if
any thing was attempted, where a stand should be made?
This must be left to the discretion of those who command;
nor can I spare an officer for that purpose or recommend
one. What number of men should be sent, and what pro-
portion from the Massachusetts? The number necessary
will depend upon the force they will have to oppose, and
the assistance they wou1d derive from the Islanders; the
proportion from the 1J;Iassachusetts, on the will of the Legisla-
ture or voluntary engagement of the people in the service.
What artillery should they have? I am of opinion the
artil1ery would be subject to loss, without any great advan-
tage resulting from it. They a1soasked whether any frigates
should be sent, &c. As the enemy have now the free and
entire commandof the Sound, and many shipsof war in it,
they will be much more liable to be taken than they would
have been some time ago, and when it was proposed by
GovernoUl" Trumbull to make an attempt upon the ships
above Hell-Gate. In this instance,however, I do not con- .

ceive myself at liberty to say any thing peremptory one
way or other, having no power over the frigates.

I am sensible of the force of your observation, that the
common cause might be benefited by the several States
receiving early and authentick inte1ligence of every material
occurrence; permitme at the same time to assure you, that
I often regret my incapacity in this instance, and that the
neglect does not arise from want of inclination or through
inattention, but from the variety of important matters that
are always pressing upon, and which daily surround me.

Before I conclude,I shall take this opportunity to in-
form you that having received certain information that the
enemy's plan was, to pass from Long-Island and land in
our rear with their army to cut off all communication
with the country, and for which they were making every
possibJe disposition, a council of General Officers deter-
mined last week on a removal of the army from the city, in
order to pre\'ent the fatal consequences which must inevi-
tably ensue, if tbey could have conducted their scheme,
resolving at the same time tbat every appearance of defence
should be kept up till our sick, ordnance, and stores could
be removed. Tbis was set about with the greatest industry,
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and as to the sick was completelyeffectedj but on Sunday
morning before we had accomplished the remo\'al of all our
cannon, provisions and baggage, they sent three ships of
war up the North River, whereby the water carriage was
totally stopped, the ships anchoring not far above the city,
and about eleven o'clock those that were lying at Turtle Bay,
or rather below it in the East River, being six or seven in
number, besides some transports, began and continued for
some time a most severe and heavy cannonade, to scollr the
grounds and cover the landing of their troops. I had gone
the night before to the main body of the army, which was
posted on the Plains and Heights of Harlem, apprehending
from many uncommon and great movements among the
enemy, that they meant to make an attack there that night,
or to land on the east side of Harlem River. As soon as
the firing began I rode with all possible despatch towards the
place of landing, where breastworks had been thrown up,
and to my great surprise and mortification found the troops
that had been posted in the lines, retreating with the utmost
precipitation and disorder, and tbose ordered to support
them notwithstanding the exertions of their Brigadiers (Par-
sons and Fellows) to formthem, runningaway in the most
disgraceful and shameful manner, nor could my utmost
efforts rally them ,or prevent their flight. This scandalous
co~duct occasi?ned a loss of several tents and othe!' baggage,
which otherwise would have been easily secured. The
remainder of the troops that were in the city got Ollt, and
the retreat of the whole was effected with the loss of but'
very few men; not more than three or four that I have heard
of were made prisoners, and only one or two killed.

I am now encamped on the Heights above mentioned,
which are so well calculated for defence, that I should hope
that if the enemy make an attack, and our men will behave
with tolerable resolution, they must meet with a repulse, if
not a total defeat. They advanced in sight yesterday in sev-
eral large bodies, but attempted nothing of a general nature,
though in the forenoon there were some smart skirmishes
between some of their parties and detachments sent out by
me, in which I have the pleasUl'e to inform you our men
behaved with bravery and intrepidity, puttin,,"them to fli"ht
when in open ground, and forcing them fro[~ posts they I~ad
seized, two or three times. From some of their wounded
men which fell into our hands, the appearance of blood in
every place where they made their stand and on the fences
as they ,passed, we have reason to believe they had a good
many killed and wounded, though they did not leave many
on the ground. In number our loss was very inconsid-
erable, but in the fall of Lieutenant-Colonel Knowlton, I
consider it as great, being a brave and good officer j and it
m~y .b~ incr.eased by the death of Major Leitch, of the
Vzrgzma regIment,who unfortunatelyreceived three balls
through his side.

Having given you a summary account of the situation of
our affairs, and in such manner as circumstances will admit
of, I have only to add, that I have the honour to be, with
sentiments of the highest esteem, sir, your most obedient
Servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.
To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island.

P. S. The Committee have expressed their apprehen-
sions of bein~Tobliged to abandon the Island of Rhode-
Island and .Newport, and requested my opinion. At
present, I can see no causes for it, and the propriety of the
measure must depend upon circumstances. But I should
suppose they ought to be very pressing, and the necessity
great, before they ought to be given up. Most certainly no
imaginary ills 01' necessity should lead to such a measure.
At this time the danger can only be iqealj and if the enemy
persevere in their plans here, and our men behave as they
should do, I am persuaded they will not have an opportu-
nity to employ their attention elsewhere this campaign.

GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNoUR COOKE.

Camp at Harlem Heights, September 17, 1776,

SIR: I suppose you have heard of the retreat from Long-
Island, and the evacuation of New- York. The retreats
;overe b?th judicious and necessary, our numbers being very'
Insufficient to hold such an extent of gl'Ound. His Excel-
lency had proposed to evacuate the city and suburbs of
New- York some time before the enemy made their last
landing, and had the Quartermaster-General been able to
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furnish the necessary wagons to remove the stores and bag-
gage, the retreat would have been effected in good order,
had the enemy delayed their landing twenty-four hours
longer. Almost a1l the old standing regiment was drawn
out of the city, in order to oppose the enemy at llell-Gate,
where they made an I;lppearance of a very large body of
troops, and movements as if they intended a landing.

We made a miserable, disorderly retreat from New- York,
owing to the disorderly conduct of the Militia, who ran at the
appearance of the enemy's advance guard; this was General
Fellows's brigade. They struck a panick into the troops
in the rear, and Fellows's and Parsons's wh,ole brigade ran
away from about fifty men, and left his Excellency on the
ground within eighty yards of the enemy, so vexed at the
infamous conduct of the troops, that he sought death rather'
than life.

The retreat was on the 14th of this instant, £I'omNew-
York; most of the troops got off, but we lost a prodi-
gious deal of baggage and stores. On the 16th we had
a skirmish at Harlem Heights: a party of about a thousand
came and attacked our advance post. They met with a very
different kind of reception from what they did the day before.
The fire continued about au hour, and the enemy retreated j

our people pursued them, and by the spirited conduct of
General Putnam and ColonelReed the Adjutant-General,
our people advanced upon the plain ground without cover,
and attacked them and drove them back. His Excellency
sent and ordered a timely retreat to our advanced post, for he
discovel'ed or concluded the'enemy would send a large rein-
forcement, as their main body lay near by. I was sick
when the army retreated from Long-Island, which by the
by, was the best effected retreat I ever read or heard of,
considering the difficulty of the retreat.

The army now remains quiet, but expect an attack every
day. Colonel Varnum's and Colonel Hitchcock's regiments
were in the last action, and behaved nobly, but neither of
the Colonels was with them, both being absent--one sick,
the other taking care of the sick. Time won't permit me
to say muchmore,as I am wanted to go into the Jerseys.

I had the honour of seeing and conversing with your
Committee. I think, and so does his Excellency, that the
operations of the campaign will have no effect upon you, as
it will be impossible for the enemy to detach any part of
the army, while our army is able to make any stand. I
would not evacuate One foot of ground, as it will tend to
encourage the enemy and dispirit our people. I am sure
the Government is safe, and wi1lremain so, unless the enemy
can ruin this army. This is their grand object, and every
nerve will be exerted to effect it; but they will not have
opportunity and strength sufficient to molest you. I have
not time to add one word more.

I am, with all due respect, your most obedient, humble
servant, N G.REENE.
To Nicholas Cooke, Esq.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER To A GENTLEMAN IN ANNAPOLIS,
DATED AT HEAD-QUARTERS, SEPTEMBER 17, 1776.

Weare now encamped between York and King's
Bridge, on very advantageous heights, and have formed
our lines from the North River to a creek that makes out of
East River, running up to King's Bridge.

Soon after we came to New- York, there was a council
held by the General Officers, and the question was put,
whether New- York was tenable against the King's forces.
It was carried in the negative.

Three days ago the whole of our troops evacuated New-
York; and the day before yesterday the King's troops
landed about three miles below this, where there were two
bri$ades stationed, who abandoned their posts with precipi-
tation.

Yesterday morning the Regulars came within half a mile
of our lines, and made a stand. A few of our scouts, who
were out, attacked and drove them off. In two hours after,
two thousand of them returned. General Beall sent out
three companies of Riflemen, under the command of Major
]}lantz, who attacked them. Immediate]y General TVaslt-
ington reinforced with the remainder of our brigade, together
with General Weedon's regiment from Virginia, Major
Price's three independent companies, and one regiment of
Rhode-Islanders. Never did troops go to the field with
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more cheerfulness and alacrity; when there began a heavy
fire on both sides. It continued about one hour, when our
brave Southern troops di510dged them from their posts.
The enemy rallied, and our men beat them the second time.
They rallied again; our troops drove them the third time,
and were rushing on them, but the enemy had got on an
eminence, and our troops were ordered to retreat, the Gen-
eral considering there might be a large number of the enemy
behind the hill, concealed; which was the case. We were
informed by a prisoner that our men took, there were about
eight or ten thousand concealed.

From the number of the enemy that I saw lay on the
field dead and wounded, I think their loss must be three or
four times ours. I have not yet been able to get a full
account of our loss, only of our brigade, which is as fonows:
Captain Low, wounded through both his thighs. Twelve
privates wounded, and three missing. Major Leitch, of
Colonel Weedon's regiment, received three balls through his
belly. More is the pity, for never was a braver hero. He
stood the field, with the greatest bravery, till the third shot,
when he was obliged to fall. He appears to be in good
spirits. The doctors are of opinion he will recover.
Colonel Knowlton, from Boston, killed in the field, who dis-
tinguished himself at Bunker's Hill, as well as in this engage-
ment. He will be interred to-day, with all the honours of
war.

From our present situation, it is firmly my opinion we
ghall give them a genteel drubbing, in case the Yankees will
6ght with as much spirit as the Southern troops.

As near as I can collect, our loss, killed, wounded, and
taken, amounts to fifty men.

We expect every hour when the general engagement will
come on; and if we prove successful, the campaign will be
settled for this present year.

General Washington gave great applause to our Mary-
land troops, for their gallant behaviour yesterday.

Baltimore, September 23, 1776.

Bya gentleman of undoubted veracity, just come to town
from the camp at Harlem, we have the following intelligence,
viz: That on Sunday, the 15th instant, the enemy landed
their army near Turtle Bay, under cover of their shipping;
from thence marched to the city of New- York, which we
had evacuated, after taking out almost all our stores, &c.
General Putnam, who commanded with a small detachment
of our army, retreated, with little molestation or loss, to the
main body of our army.

By the above gentleman, we are favoured with the fol-
lowing extract of a letter from a General Officer who was
present at the time of action, viz:

"On Itlonday morning, September 16, the enemy appeared
in several large bodies on the plain, about two miles and a
half from our lines. About noon a firing began between a
party of our Rangers, under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Knowlton, and an advanced party of the enemy, who
were supposed to be about three hundred. Three com-
panies of Colonel Weedon's regiment of VirG'inians, under
the command of Major Leitch, and Colonel Knowlton, with
his Rangers, composed of volunteers from different New-
England regiments, were ordered to try to get into the rear
of the enemy, whilst dispositionswere making as if to attack
them in front, and thereby draw their attention that way.
This took effect; for,on the appearance of our brave troops
in front, the wemy immediately ran down the hill, took
possession of some fences and bushes, and a smart firing
began, but at too great a distance to do much execution on
either side. The parties under Colonel Knowlton and Major
Leitch began their attack too soon, as it was rather in flank
than in rear. In a little time, Major Leitch was brought off
wounded, having received three balls through his side; and
in a short time after, Colonel Knowlton got wounded, which
proved mortal. Our men, however, persevered, and con-
tinued the engagement with the greatest resolution. Part
of Colonel Griffith's and Colonel Richardson's Maryland
regiments, with some volunteers from the Northern regi-
ments, who were nearest the place of action, advanced to
support our men. These troops charged the enemy with
great intrepidity, and drove them from the wood into the
plain, and were pursuing them from thence, having silenced
their fire ill a great measure, when it was thought prudent

to order a retreat, fearing the enemy (as it was since found
to be really the case) would send a large body to support
their party.

"Major Leitch, it is hoped, will recover; but Knowlton's
fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave and good
officer. We had about forty wounded. The number of
slain is not yet ascertained, but is very inconsiderable.]

"By a Sergeant who deserted from the enemy, and came
in this morning, we were informed that their party consisted
of the Second Battalion of Light Infantry, a battalion of
Hoyal !Iigltlanders, and three companies of the Hessian
Riflemen, under the command of Brigadier-General Leslie.
The deserter reports that their Joss, in killed and wounded,
amounts to one hundred and forty, about forty of which we
found dead on the field, and buried.

"On the whole, the enemy got completely defeated,
which has given great spirits to oUl' army, who are encamped
on the heights at Harlem, where they are advantage-
ously posted, and in high spirits, waiting the attack of the
enemy."

By letters received from New- York, we are informed that
the enemy were encamped about two miles fmm Head-
Quarters; that they were landing their artillery from Long-
Island at Horn's Hook; and that an attack was shortly
expected on our lines, which were very formidable.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 23, 1776.]

King's Bridge, September 19, 1776.

SIR: Since I wrote Congress requesting my dismission
from any further concern with Commissary matters in the
Northern Department, I 'find Mr. Livingston has sent his
resignation to Congress, and General Schuyler has sent my
letter to Mr. Avery, ordering him off, back to me; and the
time Mr. Livingston sets for leaving the business is near at
hand. I must, therefore, beg a speedy determination of
Congress thereon, or all will be in confusion.

I also wrote, some time since, respectinO' salt for curin,.,. . 0 0
provISIonS"the approaching season, to which I have bad no
ans~er as yet. I must now also apply for directions con-
cernmg the purchasing and curing provisions for the next
year. The season is now near at hand when it must be
~one, and an early attention thereto may make a very con-
sIderable saving to the Continent, by making the necessary
preparations therefor, at the proper places, and in due time.
I would humbly propose to Congress that large quantities of
salted pork and beef, proportioned to the number of men most
probably to be employed, should be put up, in the proper
season, in different parts of the country, at the expense and
for the benefit of the Continent, as it will be impossible to
foresee or determine where we shall be attacked. Had a
large quantity been secured last season, in and near this
State, as was done in Massachusetts-Bay, it would have
saved an immense sum to the Continent, which has since
~een paid to purchase the same pork from individuals. If
It had not been wanted, it could have been disposed of
without loss, if not to profit. What bappened last season
must another, jf not provided against in time. I secured
for the Continent last winter, and now have, a quantity of
salt, near Boston.

My attention, from my employment, is led to these mat-
ters. I thought it my duty to mention them to Congress,
and beg their early attention to, and orders on, these subjects.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
Jos. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL, COMMISSARY GENERAL, TO THE PRESI-

DENT 01'CONGRESS.

[Rend September 23, 1776.]

King's Bridge, September 19, 1776.

SIR: [have this day drawn on YOllin favour of Colonel
Thomas Lowrey, for sixty thousand dollars, for supply of
the Continental troops in New-Jersey, which you will
direct to be paid, and charge the same to my account ac-
cordingly.

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most humble servant,
Jos. TRUMBULL.

To tbe Hon. John Hancock, Esq.
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HUGH HUGHES TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

King'~ Bridge, September 17, 1776.

SIR: The Commissary-General, and Commissary ofOrd-
nance Stores, having complained of two Albany ~kippers who
have deserted the service without discharging their loading,
one of them named Brooks, has such utensils for supplying
the army with soap and candles, that the business cannot
be carried on without them. The other, named Rolf or
Rolf, has ammunition on board, besi~es sundry arti?l~s
belonain{T to the Quartermaster-General s Department, It IS

o <J a

said. It is not known but the first mentioned may have
some thin!1s belonO"ing to tbe same Department also.

As such condu~t may immediately be attended witb the
\\'orst consequences to tbe United States, besides setting a
most dan{Terous and scandalous example, the General bas
directed ~e to acqmrtnt YOlIrhonourable House therewitb,
in order that a suitable remedy may be timely applied.

I have the bonourlo be, with the greatest respect, sir, YOlIr
most obedient, and very humble servant,

HUGH HUGHES,

Assistant Quartermaster-General.

To the Hon. the President of the Convention of the State
of New- York.

THADDEUS CRANE TO MAJOR JOSEPH BENEDICT.

Salem, Westchester County, New-York, September 17, 1776. '

DEARSIR: 'Tis with regret I address you on the follow-
ing subject. I have left no stOIW unturned to the end
the opposition to our calIse which has so wickedly pre-
vailed here might be suppressed. I find my neigbbours
inflexibly determined to fill up the measure of their guilt
to the brim. The present situation of our enemy has so
spirited up our Tories that, except our Convention pro-
vide some immediate remedy, I shall be drove to the
disagreeable necessity of seeing our important measures
obstructed by tbe men wbose principles I abhor, and
make no attempt to detect their machinations. I have
several times lately been called upon to execute orders with
which it has not been in my power to comply, and am
continually liable to misfortunesof this kind-a circumstance
with which I am extremely disobliged. However, sir, I
might teH YOlIthat such is the state of the neighbourhood
in which I am unhappily situated, that except some more
effectual measures are taken, and that speedily, I might with
some few of my good neighbQurs, suppress my sentiments
through fear of falling under tbe resentment of a set of
abandoned fellows, of wbose cruel designs we want no proof.
But, sir, 'tis needless for me to dwell on a subject with
which you are so well acquainted. I would only suggest to
you what I tbink might be done, through which your friends
might be relieved, and the general cause served. If you
should concur in sentiment with me, I beg the favour of you
that you wait on the honourable Convention of this State,
and through our members petition tbe House, that Captain
Samuel Dellivan be commissioned to raise a company of
twenty-five or thirty men, for the purpose of awing and
detecting those insulting villains; his known character is
a sufficient recommend to aU who know him. He has,
I think, every qualification requisite to such appointment,
his situation very convenient.

On tbe whole, sir, I beg leave to suggest to you that the
removal of a number of persons from this and other parts
of our County is absolutely necessary, and that advantage
which may be expected therefrom, depends on it being
speedily done.

I am, sir, with much

Deputies to represent this County in the Convention of the
Representatives of this State, any three of tbem be a quorum
for tbat l)urpose.

By order: EGBERT BENSON, Chairman.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.
Albany, September 17, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your favour of the 15th instant, was
delivered me by Mr. Egberts about half after twelve, this
day. I immediately attempted, but in vain, to proc~Jre tbe
articles mentioned in the list you enclosed. Not an Inch of
sucb cordage was to be bad. I therefore despatched two
batteaus, with a most pressing letter to Mr. Van Zanat, at
Poughkeepsie. The batteaus went off before two o'clock,
with positive orders to the officer to go without delay, both
in tbe night and day, so that I hope soon to receive the
cordage, which will be forwarded from hence in wagons, the
moment it arrives, with orders to procure fresh horses on
the roads, that you may receive it the soonest possible.

The beareris MajorLivingston, my aid-de-camp,who
goes on a visit to Tyondtroga. His amiable disposition will
entitle him to your attention whilst he stays.

I am, dear General, yours most sincerely, &c., &c.
PH. SCHUYLER.

To Hon. General Gates, &c., &c.

PETITION FROM NEW-HAVEN TO THE GOVERNOUR, ETC., OF

CONNECTICUT.

New-Haven, September 17, 1776.

The memorialists, from their maritime situation, are more
exposed to the destructive measures of our internal enemies,
than their brethren wbo live more remote from the sea-coast;
as the conveyance of intelligence to tbe British army, who
are now in possession of the whole of Long-Island, is liable
to less interruption, than if tbere was a tract of inhabited
country to travel through, before the camps of our enemies
could be entered. These circumstances, added to a full
persuasion and belief that there are persons, now residents
in this town, who at least would rejoiceat tbe loss of our
liberties, and, we fear, contribute to the obtaining that end,
induce us to approach your Honours on the present occa-
sion. We should esteem ourselves very unfortunate, sbould
we, in our zeal for the preservation of our liberties,entertain
jealousies of any that are really friends to our country; but
jf an early disapprobation of Congressional measures; fre-
quent assertions that we should certainly be overcome; that
it was in vain to enter the lists against so potent a Power as
Great Britain; invariably treating witb singular marks of
approbation the professed enemies of American liberty; in
short, if an uniformity of conduct, the completion of which
bears striking marks of their suspected character, will justify
suspicion, we flatter ourselves we shall stand acquitted by
your Honours of tbe imputation of feigning our fears.

Your Honours will permit us to point out the persons we
have particularly in view: Abiathar Camp, James Curg-en-
ven, William Glen, Edward Carrington, Ambrose T{lard,
and Ralph Isaacs, are the men we have in our eye; besides
particular acts and expressions of these men, which will
admit of no construction but what pronounces them un-
friendly to the general cause, they have by the whole tenour
of tbeir conduct, evinced to us most clearly tbe same point.
We therefore consider tbeir residence among us to be dan-
gerous to our safety. We are every nigbt exposed to be
destroyed by our open enemies; we live on their borders,
separated only by a few miles of water, the absolute com-
mand of which is in their hands; our internal enemies, inti-
mately acquainted with our harbours and our defenceless
sitUation, can introduce them into our houses, can involve
us, our property, our wives, and our little onesin ruin, before
we apprehend their approach. The great law of self-

DUTCHESSCOUNTY(NEW-YORK)COMMITTEE. preservation, therefore, calls upon us to leave no avenue
In Committee,Dutchess County, September17, 1776. unguarded-no measure that wiU procure our safety unes-

It having been suggested to tbis Committee by the dep- sayed. As the laws of this State have not provided a
uties from this County in Convention that tbe quorum at remedy adequate to the evil, we are under the necessity of
present necessary to represent tbe County, being five, was applying to your Honours for your interposition in our
too numerous, and that by means thereof was frequently behalf; praying that your Honours would order and decree,
deprivedof a voice in the Convention, that tbe aforementioned persons be removed to someinteriour

Resolved, therefore, That the numberof the quorum be part of the country, or tbat your Honours would in some
reduced from five to three, and accordingly tbat of the nine other way make provisions for our security. This mode of

*

esteem, your very humble servant,
THADDEUS CRANE,

Chairman of the Committee.

To Major Benedict, Cortlandt's Manor.
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procedure, we conceive, is not unprece~ented among civil-
Ized nations; and if we are rightly mform~d, was very
recently adopted in a neighbouring State, with regard to
.persons whose conduct had not afforded more groun?s of
jealousy than the conduct of those persons we have pOInted
out to your Honours.

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
Lamberton Smith, Samuel Huggms, Phaneas Bradley,
James Gilbert, David Dongal, Paul Novce,
Thomas Wilmott, Joseph Peck, Stephen l'ec~,
Allen Mather, Fitch Allin, Jonathan Brlgden.
Jonathan Osborne, Joel Gllbert. Nathan Beers,
John Scott, Joseph Hull. Giles Mansfield.
Josiah Burr. Timothy Bradley. John Storrs, Jr.,
Ather Jervis, Henry Daggett, James Prescott,
Abel Burrit SamuelClark, _ Samuel Thatcher,
Michael Todd, Hnekiah Sabin, Jr., Isr~el Munson,
NathanielFitch, Elias Bears, Wilham Punderson,
Samuel Munson, Caleb Ford, Gold Sherm~n,
,Edward Meloy, Robert T0":'l'nsend, Samuel Squire,
David Gilbert, Isaac DoolIttle, Isaa~ Gorha~,
Silas Merriman, Silas Kimberly, David Woodm,
Jonathan Edwards, Ebenezer Townsend, Isaac Sears,
Amos Gilbert, Jacob Daggett, Samuel Green,
Samuel Horton, Benj. Dorchester, Tule)1 Blakslee,
Zephaniah Hatch, Benjamin Brown, Eze~lel Eays,
Ezekiel Hotchkiss, John Sherman, Jr., David Beecher,
William Scott, Isaac Bishop, Job POller,
John Alling, Stephen .Herrick, Samuel Clark,
David Osborne, Jacob Plrlto, Jonathan Brown,
John Mire, Abraham Panto, Joseph MIx,
Jer'h Parmalee, Jr., Jonathan Austin, Stephen Sa~ford, Jr.,
Ebenezer Lines, Isaac Jones, Jonathan Mue,
Caleb Hotchkiss, Major Lines, Stephen P~rdee,
Hezekiah Parmalee, I. Cosens Ogden, Samuel Griswold,
Stephen Bradley, John Lathrop,. Enoch Moultrop,
Pierpont Edwards, Stephen Hotchkiss, Aaron Gilbert,
John Wise, John Benham, John Hotchkiss,
Samuel Wilmott, Asa Hotchkiss, Nathan D.ummer,
Eliphalet Brush, John Pierpont, John DenI~on,
William Doak, Philip Binford, Joseph SIDlth.

A true copy, as on file. Attest:
BENJAMIN HUNTINGTON, Clerk.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
September 27, 177~: '. .

Upon the Memonal of Isaac Dooht~le and others, mhab-
itants of the Town of New-Haven, settmg forth the fears and
apprehensions th.ey a.re.u?der on acco~nt ~f sundry per~ons
suspected of bemg mmucal to the hbertles of Amenca;
praying this Board to take the matter up, and order and
decree such suspected persons to be removed, &c., as per
Memorial, dated September 17, 1776;

Voted, That the consideration of said Memorial, and tbe
matters therein contained, be referred to the honourable
General Assembly, to be holden at New-Haven, on the
second Thursday of October next; and that in the mean
time a citation go forth thereon, to cite said suspected per-
sons therein complained of, to appear before said Assembly,
to make answer thereto; and that the civil authority, Select-
men, and Committee of Inspection for said town, be directed
to make inquiry, and coUect the evidence relating thereto,
and lay the same before said Assembly, that justice may be
done thereon.

A true copy of record. Attest:
BENJAMIN HUNTINGTON, Clerk.

On the final trial Ralph Isaacs and Abiathar Camp were
found guilty.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Saybrook, September 17, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOUR: I send you a duplicate
receipt and appraisal of the arms taken on Long-Island;
they are valued extremely low, owing to their having been
much rusted, and want of judgment in the appraisers; I
hope it will be no temptation to their being kept from the
State of New- York, as the want of them is great, and they
can no ways be supplied for the value affixed.

I think, I informed your Honour in my last, that I had
taken a prisoner accused of a capital crime, viz: carrying
on an intercourse with our enemies; he has since been
before the Committee of Saybrook, and confessed that he
having been told the contents of a letter delivered him for
the purpose of carrying it to Lord Howe, and that he did
carry said letter to Lord Howe, and that the purport of said
letter was to inform General Howe some arms taken from
the people of Easthampton, by order of Colonel Gardiner
in the King's name, had been retaken by the subjects o( the
States on this side the water; that the towns of South and
Easthampton did send this letter to avoid the imputation

of beinO' in connection with us. Thus much I collected
from ~1r. Rowel's own confession. The Committee have
thought proper to permit h,im his parole to.remain in the
County of Colchester; as this appears very smgular to me,
that a criminal accused of a capital crime, should be per-
mitted to be at large previous to his trial, I have thought
proper to remit your Honour an account of it ; that if possible
this matter may be rectified if wrong. Few men would pay
much regard to their honour, when life is at stake. I should
have proceeded early this morning for Long-Island, but the
wind and tide being both contrary, prevents.

I remain your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Honour Governour Trumbull.

Saybrook. September 14, 1776,

Received of Colonel Henry B. Livingston, sixty-nine
arms, valued, marked and appraised as above. These arms
are delivered on condition they be returned to said Colonel
Henry B. Livingston, or his order, unless taken in war by
our enemies, they being only a loan in the present emer-
gency. One hundred cartouch-boxes and sixty-ninebayo-
nets being included.

(Duplicate.) SAMUEL COIT, Colonel.

PROVIDENCE (RRODF:-ISLAND) TOWN MEETING.

At a Town-Meeting of the Town of Providence, legally'
warned and assembled on the 17th day of September, A. D.
1716. Captain John Updike, Moderator.

This meeting being especially called pursuant to an order
of a meeting of the Committee appointed to act during the
recess of the General Assembly, held at the Court-House in
Newport, on the 12th day of September, A. D. 1776, to raise
the Town's proportion of the Battalion of Militia ordered
for New- York; and the Town having taken tbe said order
of said Committee into consideration, do tbereupon vote and
resolve, that in order to raise this Town's proportion of said
Battalion with as much expedition as possible, the sum of
six pounds lawful money be given as a bounty to each
so]dier who voluntarily inlists himself into said Battalion as
one of this Town's proportion thereof; and tbat the Town
Treasurer be requested immediately to hire a sufficient sum
of money for this purpose.

Voted, That Messrs.Daniel Hawkins, Joseph Fuller,
David Bacon, James Arnold, and Nathaniel Wheaton,
Esq., be a CommittE>eto number the male persons suitable
to bear arms in the Town of Providence.

Voted, That Colonel Jabez Bowen be empowered to
inlist men for tbis Town's proportion of the battalion afore-
said, until the officers are appointed.

MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY TO WILLIA~r BRADFOttD.

Watertown, September 17,1776.

SIR: We have your letter of the 13th instant, and wou]d
now inform you tbat in consequence of orders issued by this
Court some days since, the most vigorousexertions are now
making to detach as large a proportion of the Militia of this
State as it's supposed can possibly be spared, to march to
the aid of the army at New- York, with the utmost expe-
dition. Since the issuing these orders, we have been re-
quested by the honourable Congress to send one regiment
of our Militia to Rhode-Island, to supply the place of one
of the Continental regiments ordered fromthence. Where-
upon that part of our Militia to be raised in the Counties of
Plymouth and Barnstable were destined to Rhode-Island,
and Major-General Warren was commanded to give tbe
necessary orders therefor. But as this regiment is to take
the care of a number of whale-boats as far as Rhode-Island,
agreeable to Governour TrumbulFs proposal in a letter now
come to hand, their arrival with you may be in some meas-
ure delayed; but you may be assured that every means will
be used to get them there as soon as possible.
To the Hon. William Bradford.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL WARREN.

Council Chamber, September 17,1776.

You are hereby directed and commanded to give orders to
the Brigadiers oCthe Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable,
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to caus-ethe men drafted from their respective brigades, in
consequence of the resolves of the General Assemb]y of this
State, of the 12th and 13th instant, to march as soon as may
be to Falmouth, or Buzzard's Bay, in the County of Barn~
.table, and to Dartmouth, in the County of Bristol, with their
baggage, or such part of them as may be necessary, there
to take charge of sixty whale-boats, to be pl'Ovided by a
Committee of the General Assemb]y, and in said boats, with
all possible despatch, to proceed to Rhode-Island, and them
to deliver to the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Governour of
said State. Hereof fail not, and make return of your doings
as soon as may be.
To Major-General Warren.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENS. FARLEY AND PRESCOTT.

In Council, September 17,1776.

As one-fifth part of the Mi]itia in this State are ordered
to march to reinforce the army at New- York, and as you
may be called to take the command of a brigade appointed
to that service, you are ordered to hold yourself in readiness
to march with said Militia on the shortest notice. If there
is any thing in the situation of your affairs which will pre-
vent your taking this command, you will immediately inform
the Council thereof, that some other person may be called
on to march in your stead.. JOliN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

To Brigadiers Farley and Prescott.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAPE NrCOLA MOLE, DATED
SEPTEMBER 18, 1776.

The French here are, to a man, in favour of America.
There are ten thousand men in this island, one thousand
here, who, with five hundred Negroes, are busy employed
in building forts, and a French war is inevitable. A French
frigate arrived the other day from France, with orders to
the General to protect all American vessels. A pilot boat
belonging to a merchant in Philadelphia, was taken the day
before yesterday and sent to Jamaica; a French frigate of
thirty-six guns, and a guarda-costa, which last hoisted Con-
tinental colours, were immediately sent after her, with orders
to follow her into Port-Royal harbour, if they could not
overtake her before, and demand her. What wil! be the
consequences time will discover. The French were very

. much exasperated at her being taken, which was within two.
leagues of the land.

PETITION OF CAPTAIN FULFORD'S ARTILLERY COMPANY.

The humble Petition of Captain JOHN FUUORD's Com-
pany, the Royal Train of Artillery, or Second MARY-
LANDMatrosses, humbly showeth:
That your worthy patriots, that are filled with a due sense

of fiberty, and were inlisted under the banners of the same
and are ready to advance into the field at a moment's call:
and there to fight our daring foes in the present cause and
behalf of America, and, in the highest spirits, like the bold
soldier, willrng to go to the field conquering and to conquer,
undaunted like tyrants, not fearing to die, you wilJ give them
a hearing.

Gentlemen, from the great veracity and confidence that
we repose in your Honours, we hope, therefore, that you
will allow us, most honourable gentlemen, an addition to 0111'
pay, in order to alleviate our pain, and for our laboriolls
work, and most fatiguing in life, and much more so than any
company has gone through hItherto; namely, in buildin<Tor
assisting to build fortifications or batteries, together, ~ost
honourable gentlemen, with the hard fatigues of guard,
namely, once every other day mounting, and still, gentle-
men, we are resolved that our motto shall be, Death or Glory.
Therefore, most honourable gentlemen, we hope your Hon-
ours will take your poor petitioners' petition into your most
serious consideration, and consuJt deliberately thereon, and
give us a grant, most honourable gentlemen, of something
more than our present pay, which will make a retaliation or
recompensation for our hard duty. And in so doing we shall
be in duty bound to pray, most honourable gentlemen.

THE ROYAL TRAIN OF ARTILLERY.

God bless the Congress and direct our General!
Annapolis, September 18, 1776.

Philadelphia, September 18, 1776.

Yesterday arrived the Continental brig Andrew Doria,
Captain Biddle, from a cruise, in which he took six vessels,
viz: ship Molly, Brigder Goodrich, hile belonging to Mr.
Jonathan lIudson, of Maryland, and brig Pettgy, Cook,
both prizes of Lord Dunmore's, bound fl'Om Virginia to
Bermuda; brig Elizabeth, Captain Johnson, a prize taken
by the English, from Cape-Few', North-Carolina, for Ber-
muda; brig Lawrence, Captain Layburn, from Barbadoes
to Newfoundland, and two other brigs, in ballast, from Vir-
ginia, with Tories, for Bermuda. The two latter, being
short of water and provisions, he let go.

By sundry gentlemen who arrived from New- York yes-
terday and the day before, we collect the fullowing intelli-
gence: That last Monday General Washington having
received intelligence that an advanced party of the enemy
was approaching his lines at lIarlem, he prepared to attack
them with one party in front, whilst another attacked them
in the rear, to prevent their retreat, which was nearly
effected, when the enemy, after a smart engagement, se-
cured their retreat under cover of their men-of-war in the
East River. Co]onel Knowlton commanded one party, and
:Major Leitch the other-the former killed, and the latter
wounded. That the Regulars had lost thirty men killed;
that we had taken three field-pieces,and lost only five men.
Weare also informedthat on Sunday eveninglast our peo-
ple had sent three fire-ships down upon the enemy's fleet
one of which had grappled with a man-of-war; but the man~
of-war disentangling-herself, they burnt to the water's edge
without doing any damage.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GE;ORGE GER~IAINE.

Head.Q.uarten!!, York-Island, September 21, 1776.

My LORD: I have the satisfaction to inform your Lord-
ship of his Majesty's troops being in possession of the City
of New- York.

Upon the Rebels abandoning their lines at Brooklyn the
King's army mo\'ed from Bedford, leaving Lieutedant-
G~nerallIe~ster encamped. upon the Heig~ts of Brooklyn,
wIth two brIgades of lIesswns and one bl'lgade of British
at Bedford, and took five positions in the neighbourhood
of Newtown, Bushwick, lIell-Gate, and Flushing.

The two Islands of Montresor and Buchanan were oc'"
cupied, and batteries raised against the enemy's work at
lIoren's lIook, commanding the passage at lIell-Gate.

On the 15th instant, in the mornin<T,three ships of war
passed up the North River as far as Bloomingdale, to draw
the enemy's attention to that side; and the first division of
troops, consisting of the Light Infantry, the British Reserve,
the Hessian Grenadiers, and Chasseurs, under the command
of Lieutenant-General Clinton, having with him Lieutenant-
General Earl Cornwallis, Major-General Vaughan Briga-
dier-General Leslie, and Colonel Donop, embarked' at the
head of Newtown Creek, and landed about noon upon New:..
York Island, three miles from the town, at a place called
Kepp's Bay, under the fire of two forty-gun ships and three
frigates, as per margin,* Commodore lIotham having the
direction of the ships and boats.

The Rebels had tl'OOpSin their works round Kepp's Bay
but their attention being engaged in expectation of th;
King's troops landing at Stuyvesant's Cove, Horen's .Hook,
and at lIarlem, which they had reason to conclude, Kepp's
Bay became only a secondary object of their care. The
fire of the shipping being so well directed and so incessant
the enemy could not remain in their works, and the descen~
was made without the least opposition.

The conduct of the officers of the navy does them much
honour; and the behaviour of the seamen belon <Tingto the
ships of war and transports employed to row the °boats, was
highly meritorious. Much praise in particular is due to the
masters and men of six transports that passed the town on
the evening of the 14th, onder a heavy fire, being volunteers,
to take troops on board for the more speedy disembarkation
of the second division.

The British immediately took post upon the commanding
height of lnclenberg, and the Hessians movinO' towards
New- York, fell in with a body of Rebels that w~re retiring
from Stuyvesant's Cove; some firing ensued, by which a
Brigadier-General, other officers, and se\'eral men of the

.Phrenix, Roebuck, Orpheus, Carysfort, Rose.
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Rebels were kit1ed and wounded, with the loss of four men
killed and eight wounded on the part of the Hessians.

As soon as the second embarkation was landed, the
troops advanced towards a corps of the enemy upon a
rising ground three miles from Inclenberg, towards King's
Bridge, having McGowan's Pass in their rear, upon which
they immediately retired to the main body of their army
upon Morris's Height.

The enemy having evacuated New- York soon after the
army landed, a brigade took possession of the works in the
evenmg.

The prisoners made in the course of this day were about
twenty officers and three hundred men. The enclosed re-
turn will show the artillery and stores taken.

The position the King's army took on the 15th in the
evening, was with the right to Horen's Hook, and the left at
the North River, near to Bloomingdale, the Rebel army
occupying the ground with extensive works on both sides
of King's Bridge, and a redoubt with cannon upon a height
on the west side of the N01.th River, opposite to the Blue
Bell, where the enemy have their principal work, in which
positions both armies still continue.

On the 16th, in the morning, a large party of the enemy
having passed under cover of the woods, near to the ad-
vanced postsof the army, by way of Vanderwater's Height,
the Second and Third Battalions of Light Infantry, supported
by the Forty-Second Regiment, pushed forward and drove
them back to their entrenchments, from whence the enemy
observing they were not in force, attacked them with near
three thousand men, which occasioned the march of the
reserve with two field-pieces, a battalion of Hessian Grena-
diers, and the company of Chasseurs, to prevent the corps
engaged from being surrounded; but the Light Infantry and
Forty-Second Regiment, with the assistance of the Chasseurs
and field-pieces, repulsed the enemy witb considerable loss,

.

and obliged them to retire within their works. The enemy's
loss is not ascertained; but from the accounts of deserters
it is agreed that they had not less than three hundred killed
and wounded, and among them a Colonel and Major killed.
We had eight officerswounded, most of them very slightly,
fourteen men killed, and about seventy wounded.

Major-General Vaughan was slightly wounded in the
thigh, on the 15th, by a random shot, as he was ascending
the Heights of Inclenberg with the Grenadiers; and I have
the pleasure of informing your Lordship that Lieutenant-
Colonel Monckton is so well recovered he has been walking
about some days.

Captain Balfour, my second Aid-de-Camp, will have
the honour of delivering your Lordship this despatch; and
with tbe most profound respect, I have the honour to be,
&c., W H. OWE.
To Lord George Germaine.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRO~f VICE-ADMIRAL LORD VISCOUNT
HOWE, TO MR. STEVENS, DATED EAGLE, NEW-YORK RIVER,
SEPTEMBER18, 1776.

I have the satisfaction of being able to inform their Lord-
ships that a disposition having been made for landing the
army on York-Island, on the morning of the 15th, the
Captains Parker and Wallace, whose abilities and distin-
guished resolution point them out for the most important
~ervices, with the Captains Fanshaw, Hamond, and Hud-
son, officers of great merit, passed the fire of the town of
New- York with their ships on the evening of the 13th, to
wait off Bushwyck Creek, opposite to Kepp's Bay, where
the landing was proposed to be forced in the East River.
The flat-boats, batteaus, and galleys, under the direction
of Commodore Hotharn, but arranged in divisions com-
manded by the Captains Vandeput, Caldwell, Dickson
Caulfield, Phipps, and ~[(jlloy, and the Lieutenant Ho~
worth, of the Eagle, assisted by the Lieutenants Henry,
Parry, Chads, and Bristow, agents of transports, were
manned from the two-decked ships and transports, as on the
former debarkation, and sent up at different times under the
shore of Long-Island, undiscovered by the enemy on the
opposite side.

Six transports, which Messrs. Robert Roughead, Richard
Fowler, John Randall, Thomas BI'own, - Chambers,
and Stuart, (the different masters makinO' a volun-
tary offer of their services,) engaged to conduct,Owere sent

up the East River on the 14th, under the direction of the
agent, Lieutenant Knowles, with Lieutenant Laird, whose
active assistance in the most fatiguing parts of the debarka-
tion duty, the conveyance of the artillery, has marked his
zeal for the King's service in a particular manner. They
were appointed to take in a number of troops from Bush-
wyck, for facilitating the more timely support of the first
division embarked in the flat-boats at Newtown Creek.

The piJots declining on account of the strength of the
tide to take charge of the particular covering ships that were
intended to be placed towards Hell-Gate, for countenancing
the appearance of a descent on that part of the coast, all
the five were placed in Kepp's Bay on the morning of the
15th, and having, by the effect of their well-directed fire,
compelled the Rebels to quit their entrenchments upon the
s?ore, the debarkation was made without further opposi-
tIOn.

The General's publick acknowledgments addressed to the
Commodore and the several officers and seamen employed,
will be the best testimony I can render of their meritorious
services on this occasion.

In order to facilitate the operations of the army in the
East River, another detachment of the ships of war was
appointed by the General's desire, to proceed up the North
River to give jealousy to the enemy on this side. The
Renown, Captain Banks, with the Captains Davis and
Wilkinson in the Repulse and Pearl, were ordered for that
purpose. They passed the enemy's battery without mate-
rial injury early on the 15th, to a station about six miles to
the northward of the town. On the ensuing night the
enemy directed four fire-vessels in succession aO'ainstthem
but with no other effect than that of obliging ~he ships t~
move their stations, the Repulse excepted. The Renown
returned on this side the town, but the two frigates remain
still in the North River, with the Tryal armed schooner, to
strengthen the left flank of the army, extending to the
western shore of York-Island, as circumstances will ad-
mit.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAINE.

Head-Q,uarters, York-Island, September 23,1776,

l\b LORD: Between the 20th and 21st instant at mid-
night, a most horrid attempt was made by a n~mber of
wretches to burn the town of New- YQrk, in which they
su.cceeded too well, havin~ set it on fire in several places
wIth matches and combustibles that had been prepared with
great art and ingenuity. Many were detected in the fact
and. some killed uron the spot by the enraged troops i~
garrISon; and had It not been for the exertions of Major-
General Robertson, the officers under his command in the
town, and the b~iga~~ of Guards detached from the camp,
the whole must mfaJubJy been consumed, as the night was
extremely windy.

The destruction is computed to be about one quarter of
the town; and we have reason to suspect there are villains
still lurking there ,ready to finis~ the work ,they have begun,
o~e perso~ escapmg the purSUIt of a sentlllel the following
I1Ight, havmg declared that he would again set fire to the
town the firs,t opp~rt~nity. The strictest search is making
after these IncendIaries, and the most effectual measures
taken to guard against the perpetration of their villainous
and wicked designs.

I have the honour to be, &c., W. HOWE.

To Lord George Germaine.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 20, 1776.]

Head-Q,uarters at Colonel Roger Morris's House, ~
September 18, 1776, 5

~IR: As my letter of the 16th contained intelligence of
an Important nature, and such as miO'ht lead Congress to
expect that the evacuation of New- Y~rk and retreat to the
Heights of Harlem, in the manner they were made would
be ,succeeded by some other interesting event, I b~g leave
to mfaI'm them, that as yet nothing has been attempted
upon a large and general plan of attack. About the time
?f the post's departUre with my letter, the enemy appeared
m several large bodies upon the plains about two and a
half miles from,hence. I r~de ~own. to ~ur advanced posts,
to put matters In a proper sItuatIOn, If they s!lOuld attempt
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to come on. When I arrived there I heard a firing, which,
I was informed, was between a party of our Rangers under
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Knowlton, and an ad-
vanced party of the enemy. Our men came in and told
me, that the body of the enemy, who kept themselves
concealed, consisted of about three hundred, as near as they
could guess. I immediately ordered three companies of
Colonel Weedon's regiment {rom Virginia, under the com-
mand of Major Leitch, and Colonel Knowlton with his
Rangers, composed of volunteers from different New-Eng-
land regiments, to try to get in their rear, while a disposition
was making as if to attack them in front, and thereby draw
their whole attention that way.

This took effect as I wished on the part of the enemy.
On the appearance of our party in front, they immediately
ran down the hill, took possession of some fences and
bushes, and a smart firing began, but at too great a distance
to do much execution on either side. The parties under
Colonel Knowlton and Major Leitch unluckily began their
attack too soon, as it was rather in flank than in rear. In a
little time Major Leitchwas brought off wounded, having
received three balls through his side; and in a short time
after ColonelKnowltongot a wound, which provedmortal.

.

Their men, however, persevered, and continued the engage-
ment with the greatest resolution. Finding that they wanted
a support, I advanced part of Colonel Griffith's and Col-
onel Richardson's Maryland regiments, with some detach-
ments from the Eastern regiments, who were nearest the
place of action. These t!'Oops charged the enemy with
great intrepidity, and drove them fmm the wood into the
plain, and were pushing them f!'Omthence, having silenced
their fire in a great measure, when I judged it prudent to
order a retreat, fearing the enemy, as I have since found
was really the case, were sending a large body to support
their party.

Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover; but Colonel
Knowlton's fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave
and good officer. We had about forty wounded; the num-
ber of slain is not yet ascertained; but it is very inconsider-
able. By a Sergeant, who deserted fmm the enemy and
carne in this morning, I find that their party was greater
than I imagined. It consisted of the Second Battalion of
Light Infantry, a battalion of the RoyallIighlanders, and
three companies of the lIessian Riflemen, under the com-
mand of Brigadier-General Leslie. The deserter reports that
their loss in wounded and missing was eighty-nine, and eight
killed. In the latter, his account is too small, as our people
discovered and buried double that number. This affair I
am in hopes will be attended with many salutary conse-
quences, as it seems to have greatly inspirited the whole of
our troops. The Sergeant further adds, that a considerable
body of men are now encamped from the East to the North
River, between the seven and eight mile-stones, under the
command of General Clinton. GenerallIowe, he believes,
has his quarters at 1\11'.Apthorp's house.

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the highest
regard and esteem) sir, your most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. I should have wrote Congress by express before
now, had I not expected the post every minute, which I
flatter myself wIll be a sufficient apology for my delaying it.

The late losses we have sustained in our baggage and
camp necessaries, have added much to our distress, which
was very great before. I must therefore take the liberty of
requesting Congress, to have forwarded, as soon as possible,
such a supply of tents, blankets, camp-kettles, and other
articles, as can be collected; we cannot be overstocked.

Go. WASHINGTON.

(Paro1e, Es."".)

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head.Quarters, N ew. York, September 15, 1776.
. (Countersign, King's Bridge.)

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heigbts, September 16, 1776.
(Parole, Beall.) (Countersign, l\Iaryland.)

The Arrangement for thi~ Night.
General Clinton to form next to the North River, and

extend to the left. General Scott's Brigade next to General
Clinton's. Lieutenant-Colonel Sayer, of Colonel Gr~fftth's
Regiment, with the three companies intended for a reinforce-
ment to day, to form upon the left of Scott's Brigade.

General Nixon's, Colonel Sargent's division, Colonel Wee-
don's, and Major Price's Regiments are to retire to their
quarters and refresh themselves; but to hold themselves in
readiness to turn out at a minute's warning. General
McDougall to establish proper guards against his brig-
ade upon the height, and every regiment posted upon the
heights, from ltlorris's house to GeneralltlcDougall's camp,
to furnish proper guards to prevent a surprise, not less than
twenty men from each Regiment. General Putnam com-
mands upon the right flank to night; General Spencer
from McDougall's brigade up to Morris's house. Should
the. enemy attempt -to force the pass to night, General
Putnam is to apply to General Spencer for a reinforce-
ment.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 17, 1776.

(Parole, Leitch.) (Countersign, Virginia.)

The General most heartily thanks the troops commanded
yesterday by Major Leitch, who first advanced upon the
enemy, and the others who so resolutely supported them.
The behaviour of yesterday was such a contrast to that of
some troops the day before, as must show what may be
done. when officers and soldiers will exert themselves.
Onc~ more, therefore, the General calls upon officers and
men to act up to the noble cause in which they are engaged,
and to support the honour and liberties of their country.

The gallant and brave Colonel Knowlton, who would
have been an honour to any country, having fallen yester-
day while gloriously fighting, Captain Brown is to take the
command of the party lately led by Colonel Knuwlton.
Officers and men are to obey him accordingly.

The loss of the enemy yesterday would undoubtedly have
been much greater, if the orders of the Commander-in-Chief
had not, in some instances, been contradicted by inferiour
officers, who, however well they may mean, ought not to
presume to direct. It is therefore ordered, that no officer
commanding a party, and having received orders from the
Commander-in-Chief, depart from them without counter
orders from the same authority; and as many may otherwise
err through ignorance, the Army is now acquainted that the
General's orders are delivered by the Adjutant-General, or
one of his Aids-de-Camp, Mr. Tilghman, or Colonel Moylan,
the Quartermaster-General.

Brigade Majors are to attend at Head-Quarters every day
at twelve o'clock, and as soon as possible to report where
their several Brigades and Regiments are posted. If many
Regiments have not been relieved for want of the attend-
ance of their Brigade Majors for orders, it is therefore the
interest and duty of every Brigadier to see that his Brigade
Major attends at twelve o'clock at noon, and five in the
afternoon; and they are to be careful to make the Adjutants
attend them every day.

The several Majors and Brigadier-Generals are desired
to send to Head-Quarters an account of the places where
they are quartered.

Until some general arrangement for duty can be fixed,
each Brigade is to furnish guards, who are to parade at their
respective Brigadiers' quarters, in such pl'Oportions as they
shall direct.

.

Such Regiments as have expended their ammunition, or
are otherwise deficient, are immediately to be supplied by
applying to the Adjutant-General for an order; but the
Regiment is to be first paraded, and their ammunition exam-
ined; the Commanding Officer is then to report how such
deficiency has happened.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September IS, 1776.
(Paro1e, Jersey.) (Countersign, Newport.)

The Brigade Majors are immediately to settle a Court-
Martial for the trial of prisoners, to meet at the white house

. near Head-Quarters.
Commanding Officers of Regiments, and all other officers,

are charged in the strictest manner to prevent all plundering,
and to seize every soldier carrying plunder, whether belon<T-

R
. 0

ing to the same eglment or not, or on whatever pretence
it is taken; and the General positively commands that such
plunderer be immediately carried to the next Brigadier, or
Commanding Officer of a Regiment, who is instantly to
have the offender whipped on the spot.

The Regimental Surgeons are to take care of their own
sick for the present, until the General Hospital can be estah-
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lished on a proper footing. They are to keep as near their
Re<Timentsas possible, and in case of action, to leave the
sick under the care of their mates, and be at hand to assist
the wounded.

Under the pretence of ranging or scouting, the greatest
irrep"ularitiesand excesses have been committed; the General
the~efore forbids, in the most express manner, any such
parties, but by his leave, or of the Brigadier-General of the
day, in writing, and then always to be under the direction
of an officer. The General does not mean to discourage
patwlling and scouting parties, when properly regulated;
on the other hand, he will be pleased with and accept the
services of any good officers who are desirous of being thus
employed, and wiJI distinguish them.

General Parsons's, General Scott's, and Colonel Sargent's
Brigades are to march over King's Bridge, and take Gen-
eral Heath's orders for encamping. Colonels Shee, ltlagaw,
Haslett, and the Regiment under Colonel Brodhead, are to
return to .MOunt TYashington, and be under the immediate
care of General Mifflin.

Colonel W~rd's Regiment, from Connecticut, may, for the
present, be annexed to the Brigade commanded by Colonel
Sargent.

Generals Mifflin's, McDougall's, He(1rd's, Wadsworth's,
and Fellows's l3rigades, and the BI1gades under the com-
mand of Co]onels Sillim(1n and D.ouglass, are to have each
a Regiment in the field this evening, by Mr. Kortright's
house.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO COMMIT';l'E£ OJ' NEW-Xm~JC
CONVENTION.

King's Bridge, September 18, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Since my last, many matters of importance
to the publick, and more particularly to this State, have
taken place; but I have been so situated ;is neither to find
leisure or opportunity of communicating them to Congress.
I returned late last night from the command of the picket
or advanced party, in the front of our lines, and was just
sitting down to write to the Convention, and intended send-
ing an express, when I was favoured with yours of yesterday.

About the middle of last week it was determined, for
many reasons, to evacuate the City of New- York; and
accordingly, orders were given for removing the ordnance,
military, and other stores from thence, which, by Sunday
morning was nearly effected. On Saturday, four of the
enemy's large ships passed by the city up the North River,
and anchored near Grenage, and about as many up the
East River, which anchored in Turtle Bay; and from the
movements of the enemy on Long-Island and the small
Islands in the Ea$t River, we had great reasOn to appre-
hend they intended.to make a landing, and attack our lines
somewhere near the city. Our army for some days had
been moving upwards this way, and encamping on the
heights, southwest of Colonel Morris's, where we intended
to form lines, and make our grand stand. On Sunday
morning the enemy landed a very cpnsiderable bpdy of
troops, principally consisting of their Light Infantry and
Grenadiers, near Turtle Bay, under cover of a very heavy
cannonade from their shipping. OUT lines were but thinly
manned, as they were then intended only to secure a retreat
to the rear of our army, and unfortunately by such troops
as were so little disposed to stand in the way of grape-shot
that the main body of them almost instantly retreated, nay,
fled, without a possibility of rallying them, though General
Washington himself, (who rid to the spot on hearing the
cannonade) with some other General Officers, exerted them-
selves to effect it.

The enemy, on landing, immediately formed a line across
the Island. Most of our people were luckily north of it, and
joined the army. The few that were in the city crossed the
river, chiefly to Paulus-Hook, so that our loss in men, artil-
lery, or stores, is very inconsiderable; I don't believe it ex-
ceeds one hundred men, and I fancy most of them, from their
cond\lct, staid out pf choice. Before evening, the enemy
landed the main body of their army, took possessionof the
city, and marched \lp the Island, and encamped on the
heights extending from ftilcGown'$ and the Black-Horse to
the North River.

On 1Ylondaymorning, about ten o'clock, a party of the
enemy, consisting of Highlanders, Hessians, the Light In-

fantry, Grenadiers, and English troops, (number uncertain,)
attacked our advanced party, commanded by Colonel
Knowlton, at Martje Davit's Fly. They were opposed
with spirit, and soon made to reU-eat to a clear field, south-
west of that about two htmdred paces, where they 10dO'ed
themselves behind a fence covered with bushes. Our ~o-
pIe attacked them in front, and caused them to retreat a
second time, leaving five dead on the spot. We pursued
them to a buckwheat field on the top of <J.high hill, distant
about four hundred paces, where they received a considera-
ble reinforcement, with several field-pieces, and there made
a stand. A very brisk action ensued at this place, which
continued about two hours. Our people at length worsted
them a third time, caused them to fall back into an orchard,
from thence across a hollow, .and up another hill not far
distant from their own lines. A large column of the
enemy's army being at this time discovered to be in
motion, and the ground we then occupied being rather dis- -
advantageo~s, a r~treat lik~wise, without bringing on a
general action, (which we did not think prudent to risk,)
rather insecure, our party waS therefore ordered in, and the
enemy was well contented to hold the last ground we drove
them to.

We lost, On this occasion, Colonel .Knowlton, a brave
officer, and sixteen privates, killed. Major Leitch, from
Virginia, and about eight PI' ten subaltern officers and pri-
vates wounded. The loss of the enemy is uncertain.
They carl'ied their dead and wounded off, in and soon after
the action; but we have good evidence of their having
upwards of sixty killed, and violent presumption of one
hundred. The action, in the whole, lasted about four
hours. .

I con~ider our success in this l3!IlaJlaffair, at this time,
a,lmost equal to a victory. It has animated our twops,
gave them new spirits, and erased every bad impression the
retreat from Long-hland, &c., had left on. their minds.
They find they are able, with inferiour numbers, to drive
their enemy, and think of nothing now but conquest.

Since the above affair, nothing material has happened.
The enemy keep close to their lines. OUJ advance parties
continue at their former station. We are daily throwing up
works to prevent the enemy's advancing. Great attention
is paid to Fort Washington, the posts opposite to it on the
Jt:rsey shore, and the obstmctions in the river, which, I
hav~ reason to believe, are already effectual, so as to prevent
their shipping passing; however, it is intended still ta add
to them, as it is of the utmost consequence to keep the
enemy below us.

None of Smith's or Remsen'$ regiment have yet joined
me, nor do I believethey intend. I have heard that many
have gone over on the Is1and,and continued there. I bave
oat been able to get any late account from thence. We
are getting a new supply of Connecticut Militia in here;
if they are not better than the last, I wish they would keep
them at home. I hope, however, they are; they look better.
A regiment or two lately arril7ed from Virginia. I can't
recollect any thing else worthmeotioning.

I am, with much respect, your most obedient servant,
GEO. CLINTON.

To Henry Wisner, William Allison, RQbert R. Livington,
Esq., or either .ofthem, at Fishkill.
P. S.' I have lately heard, and believe General Wood-

hull is flot dead, as was reported.
We shall want oak plank for platforms, and square tim-

ber. How can it be procured? I am sure, if left to the
Quartermaster-General, he will not get it in time. The
General desired me to make some inquiries when it may
~h~.

.

MAJOR BENEDICT TO COLONEL DRAKE.

Cortlandt-Manor, September 18, 1776.

SIR: The unhappy situation of our affairs at this most
critical conjuncture, will no doubt sufficiently apologize for
this address to you. The state .of Cortlandt's Manor and
northern post of Salem you are too well acquainted with to
want any intelligence from me. The almost criminal disaf-
fection of our \lngrateful neighbours is, I think, now become
a subject w.orthy the immediate attention of the guardians
of this State. The present near approach of the enemy has
emb.oldenedour Tories t.oa most intolerable degree. They
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are indeed now prepared for adventures such as till now
they dared not attempt. I am under the painful necessity
of telling you that except the leaders of this baneful herd
can be removed to some remote part of the country, whereby
the mischievous effects of theil' secret confel'ences with
their remaining adherents may be prevented, your friends
must not only be insulted as advocates for the cause of our
eountry, but lie continually under pressing apprehensions of
more important sufferings, through the wicked attachments
of those abandoned fellows, made on their persons or estate.
What horrid crimes they may soon commit Heaven only
knows; I have no reason from present appearance to think
they are governed by principles of manhood or justice. On
the whole, sir, a delay in this matter for a few days may
prevent all the advantage of such measures as may now be
under deliberation. I think' the immediate removal of some
persons is of great, of very obvious importance.

I am, sir, with esteem, your very humble servant,
JOSEPH BENEDICT.

To Colonel Gilbert Drake, Member of the Convention.

LETTER FROM WILLIAM JOHNSTON.

Tunadilla, September 18,1776,

An extract of a letter from Mr. Spencer at the Oneidas,
to Colonel Dalton at Fort Schuyler, formerly called Fort
Stanwix, warning the inhabitants to take care, for Butler
was landed at Oswego with one hundred men, Indians and
Canadians; and it is said there is more coming. They
are intended to attack your country in five different places,
viz: German Flat-Stone, Ruby, Mohawk River, the Dela-
ware, and it is supposed the Susquehannah River, too. Now,
you can take care and put yourselves in readiness, and send
word to Coschethton, and stand your ground, and keep a
Ranging company to watch their roads from Chenango
across to you, and from Oswego and from Tioga. The
people at the ~Mohawk River are in great confusion, so that
our Tll1wdilla people cannot get much help from them.
They have raised three companies, seventy-eight men in
each company, to range in the woods on the frontiers, and
are all employed now; and the country has had an alarm
occasioned by our scout finding a fire in the woods, and som~
fresh pork on sticks roasting by the fire, above Shanackadigo
up the North River. The scout was so close to them tha~
they ran up a hill, and it appeared by their tracks to be
about seventeen or eighteen men, and our scouts ran round
the hill, but could not see them. It is supposed they got
their meat from some that su pport them there; and I hope
that aJl good people upon Delaware wiJl take particular
care, and not let any disaffected persons be harboured about
you in your woods.

Now, sir, you may see by the above the danO'er you and
we are in; and as we lie just in the way for tI~e enemy to
make their march to you, and to prevent their so doing, and
for our mutual safety, oh! sir, you would do weJI to use your
best endeavours to send us thirty or forty men, to be stationed
here for some time at Tunadilla, with store of arms and
ammunition; for we resolve as long as life permits to stand
our grounds if we can have but some assistance. Our Ona-
quagas at the news of Butler's army at Oswego, mustered
up in all speed about twenty-five or thirty of their Chiefs
and th~y were pleased in a friendly manner to come out of
their way to teJI us not to fear, as yet they would meet their
friends at o.neida to p:event t~le enemy coming down upon
us, and advise al1 Indwns to he by and not meddle in the
present dispute; and if friend Indians would not be advised
to lie neuter, our Indians are gone prepared to make battle
agailist them; and if there was any immediate danger they
wou]d send two of their number to inform us. As yet we
have had no account; in four or five days we expect them
here, if they can keep the friend Indians {i'orn liftinO' the
hatchet against us. What further may be said all thi; sub-
ject, the bearer, Mr. Carr, can inform.

Your care in this, and answer with speed, wi11 greatly
oblige us, your friends and well-wishers here in general, and
me and mine in particulal', who remain yours in al1 sincere
affection,

WILLIAM JOHNSTON.

P. S. This to be laid before your Committee, or such
~ood friends as will give us immediate aid against approach-
mg danger. Further the bearer informs that the self-same
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day he came away there was a inan from Venango that
informs that Butler has sent to them for to come and treat
with him, or else he would send an army to cut them off;
and the Chiefs are al1 gone to the treaty; and the Onaguaga
Indians say that if they cannot hav~ help soon they must
either join or do something else. The Onaguaga Indians
say they must have word within ten or twelve days, so as
to know what to do in the affuir.

MATE OF A VESSEL ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN TO THE NEW-YORK.

CONVENTION.

Left camp 18th September, 17j6; about two hundred
sick, pl'incipally with a little flux; most of them fit to stand
on guard at the camp; none dangerous; little fever and
ague.

That they have made fascines at Isle-aux-Noix to land
their cannon on; their cannon in good order; the army in
general well; Isle-aux-Noix low land bears clover; a French
family on it; a large barn on it, which would make a good
barrack; a dry, fine soil.

Met Lamb opposite to Isle la Motte; they went about
eight knots; would get to the army in four hours; met him
19th.

Goforth at Isle-aux-Noix; three companies at Ticonde-
roga, o,f grey with green; at Lake George a company,
(Captam Woodward, Q5th,) of grey with b]ue-these were
proceeding; at Albany, Q7th, part of three companies, wait-
ing for arms-they were proceeding; a company from New-
York at Crowit Point, only staid a night-Qlst, in the
morning, they proceeded; Slephen McDougall there.

Near three thousand fit for duty; Major Brown came
with a guard of fifty Canadians and got one hundred men
volunteers, who went to Chamblee; got safe; belonO's to
Eastern regiment; lives at Sandersjield; about twenty-six
years of age.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, September 18, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy-Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
Richard Law, William Hillhouse, Nathaniel Wales, Jun.
Benjamin Huntington, and P. M., Titus Hosmer, Esquires:

Voted, That an order be given to Colonel Porter to cast
proper wheels and bed for a Powder-Mill, for Colonel WU-
liam Pitkin 8r Co., for the use of their Powder works at
Hartford.; taking the direction of Colonel Pitkin for the
model thereof.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £QQO, in favour
of Colonel 1JTilliamPitkin, for makinO'of Powder, and to
be in account: (Order drawn Septtmb~r 18, 1776.)

Voted, That this Council do advise his Honour the Gov-
ernour to grant to James Church, of Hartford, a permit to
export a cargo of the value of sixty or seventy pounds to
the foreign West-Indies, for the purpose of purchasing a
load of Salt, to be brought into this State, for supplyil1O'the
inhabitants with that article. "

11pan the representation of Colonel Samuel Coit, of the
Eighth Regiment of Militia in this State, that he, by reason
of age and infirmity, is unable to serve in the present expe-
dition as a Colonel in the Militia, now ordered to New- York
praying his Honour to release him, &c.: '

Voted and Resolved, That said Colonel Coit be, and he
i: hereby, excuse~ from said service in the present expedi-
tJOn,and he has liberty to return home accordingly.

Voted, That this Council do approve of an order drawn
byhis Honour the Gove;nour on the Pay-Table, in favour
of Colonel Jonathan Fztch, for £ 1,000, dated September
13, 1776, to be in account.

Voted, That this Council do approve of an order drawn
br his Hon?u.r the ~o~ernour, September 17, 1776, upon
Colonel Wllham Pltkm, for forty pounds of Powder, in
favour of Mr. Asahcl Case, of Norfolk, for town stock
to be delivered at 5s. 4d. per pound. '

Voted, To draw an order on the Pay-Table for £50 in
in favour of Captain Elyah Hide, to enable him to adva~ce
in part of wages of the gentlemen of the Horse under ,his
command on their expedition to New- York, &c., to be in
account.

Voted, To desire his Honour the Governour to draw on
Q5
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Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston for eight Guns, for the use
of the gentlemen of the Horse on their expedition to Ne.w-
York.

Voted, That his Honour the Governol1r is desired to draw
on the Pay- Taple to amount of 20s. per man of the gen-
tlemen of the Horse 011their expedition towards New- York,
who are to march under command of Captain Andrew
Lathrop, of Norwich j said order to be in his favour,and
to be in account.

Whereas great numbers of our distressed friends, inhabit-
ants of Long-Island, by advice and request of the Conven-
tion of New- York, have fled and escaped from the enemy
there, and more are stiJI expected fi'om thence into this
State, in a destitute and helpless condition, and stand in need

. of assistance of the people here for their support, there being
no law of this State wbich fuUy extends to their case:

Wherefore it is Voted and Resolved by this Council, that
the Committee of Inspection in the several Towns where
such distressed people come, be, and they are hereby, advised
to fprovide such things as they shall judge necessary for the
support of the people aforesaid, until the sitting of the Gen-
eral Assemblv in October next, keeping an exact account
of tbeir expe~ses thereof, and that they lay the same, with
the circumstances of those people, before said Assembly, for
such orders and advice as they shall give thereon.

It being represented to this Board that many of the
Troops from this State are returning home sick and wounded,
and that they are exposed to suffer for want of proper accom-
modations and refreshments:

,

Voted and Resolved, That convenient Hospitals be pro-
vided for the reception and accommodation of the Troops
from the Army at and near New- York, who are sick, on
fudough, or discharged; that one or more such Hospitals be
procured in every Town between New-Haven and King's
Bridge, in the State of New- York j tbat a suitable person
be employed at each of said Hospitals, whose duty it shall
be to see that the same be furnished with provisions and
refreshments for the use of the sick and wounded soldiers
that may be received there, and that they be properly
attended and taken care of therein; that the Selectmen in
the Towns from New-Have.n to Greenwich be appointed

. and empoweredon behalfof this State, to take up aod pro-
vide such Hospitals in their respective Towns, and to procure
proper persons to oversee and furnish said Hospitals as afore-
said, and also to examine into the state and circumstances of
sick soldiers belonging to this State on the road hooie, and
to afford them such assistance as they judge necessary, and
that Mr. Elkanah Tisdale be appointed to provide such
Hospitals in the State of New- York, and appoint' overseers
to furnish them as aforesaid; that an order be drawn on the

. Pay-Table to dl'aw upon the Treasurer, to pay said Elkanah
Tisdale the sum of £ 100 lawful money, to enable him on
his part to carry this Resolve into execution, and render his
account of the same, and tbat said Tisdale do communicate
and leave attested copies of this Resolve with several Select-
men aforesaid, and that he do also advise with, and ask the
assistance of, the Committees in tbe State of New- York, and
also of General Washington, (if necessary,) in executing this
Resolve as aforesaid. (Order drawn and delivered Mr.
Tisdale, September 20, 1776.)

MAJOR CAJ;lNES ~o GENERAL GATES.

Fort George, September 18, 1776.

HONOUJ;lED Sm: My Colonel not being very well, I
thought it my duty to acquaint you witll it, and with the
.progress tbe regiment has made il1 the business we came
upon.

The next day after we got here our men were despatched
with flour and other stores for the use of the army with you,
and they continue to carry cattle and stores daily, and have
made great despatch, and to the entire satisfaction of the
gentlemen here.

Colonel Greaton (with whom I came down at his earnest
desire) began, as we thought, to mend upon his coming
here; but for several days has been very ill indeed, and his
life measurably despaired of, and it is now thus. He is very
dangerous. But too much cannot be said in praise of the
Conductor-General, and othel' gentlemen of the faculty.
They have. done every thing for tbe Colonel, and for others,
that it was possible for men to do.

The sickness here rather abates, and I am persuaded that
the mortality would not have been nigh SOgreat as it has
been, if the sick had been sent here sooner. Major Loring
and other officers mend that came but lately, and they in-
tend as soon as possible to return to their respective regi.
ments.

Part of the troops that went fi'omhere returned last night,
but not all, nor enough to do the duty necessary to be done,
as I am informed. But Colonel Phinney is ready for your
orders, ;lnd would have returned now if all the troops had
come bac\,. As fornews, we have nothingvery late that
is very material.

Wishing, sir, that )'ou may long be continued a gl'eat
blessing to the United American States, and that your ene-
mies may faJl before you, I subscribe myself your Honour's
most obedient, humble servant,

.
JOHN CARNES.

To the Hon. Horatio Gates.

P. S. Colonel Phinney's men are, almost
used to the water, and understand boating.

all of them,

OLIVER ELLSWOl\TH TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBUJ,L.

Hartford, September 18, 1776,

SIR : Your Honour wiII not, perhaps, expect to be in-
formed that any aCC01,lntsof disbursements by this State, for
the commOn safety, the year past, remain yet unprepared to
lay before tbe Continental Congress for adjustment. This,
however, is the case with regard to all the Commissaries' ac-
counts, none of whom, notwithstanding the Assembly have
ordered, and the Pay-Table Committee by advertisements re-
quested their speedy settlement, have as yet exhibited their
accQunts,except Mr. CommissaryBissel, with whom a set-
tlement could not be com~leted, as he was not, at that time,
possessed of all the requisIte vouchers. Your Honour will
please to advise what further steps are to be taken for
bringing those accounts to a final close, by, sir, yoUI' Hon-
our's most respectful and obedient, humble servants,

TUOMAS SEYMOUR, for

OLIVER ELLSWORTH.

To the Hon. Governour Trumbull.

To the Printer of the CONNECTICUTCourant:

In your Courant of the 2d instant I was advertised as an
enemy to my country; whether injuriously or not, you will
better enable the publick to judge by publishing the fol-
lowing extracts from the Journals of the Assembly of the
State of the ltlassaclt1lsetts-Bay.

The Petition of Charles Goodrich, Esq., of Pittsfield, in
the County of Berkshire, having been considered, the fol-
lowing Resol ve is passed thereon, viz: .

"In Council, September 16, 1776.
"Whereas the Committee of the Town of Pittsfield bave

advertised tbe said Goodrich in the Connecticut CQurant of
September 2d, 1776, as an enemy to his country, to the end

that ail connections and commercial intercourse be with-
drawn from him till he give satisfaction for his unfriendly
conduct; and the said Committee have set forth the reasons
of their proceeding against him in this manner, the principal
of which are, 'his having procured to himself a commission
in the King's name, to exercise authority over the people

as a Justice of the Peace, which they seem to have considm'-
ed as a submission to British authority; his not paying
a proper regard when he was drafted from the alarm-list
to serve in the expedition against Canada j and his having
joined himself witb the most ancient Tories and implacable. ,
enenlles among us.

'

"As to the first charge, Mr. Goodrich received a com-
mission from the major part of the Council of this Co]ony,
of such tenure and form as they judged it proper to adopt,
and such, as far as they could learn, as was agreeable to the
practice of the other Colonies, and agreeable to the senti-
ments of the Congress. The said Committee, therefore, in
exhibiting this charge, have discovered an entire ignorance
of the line of their duty, and great indecency towards the
constitutional authority of this State.

"With regard to tllC second artiele of charge, it appears
that Mr. Goodrich considered himself as not liable, by the
laws of this State, to be drafted from the alarm-list, in such
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manner nnd for such purposes as was intended j and that
therefore it was he did not yield a ready compliance, ac-
cording to the expectation of the Committee. The other
charges being general, and not supported by any proper
proof 01' evidence, do not merit attention.

.

"Wherefore, it is Resolved, That it does not appear to
this Court that the said Charles Goodrich, Esq., ought to
be sti~matized as an enemy to his country; but that on the
other hand, we consider him as a friend to the rights of man-
kind, and to the grand cause in which these United States
are engaged.

"In Council, September 16, 1776,
"Read and accepted. Sent down for concurrence.

"JolIN AVERY,Deputy Secretary."

"The foregoing is a true copy ot the Resolve on the
Petition of Charles Goodrich, Esq., which passed the hon-
ourable Board, and brought down to the House of Repre-
ientatives, September 16, 1776.

"Attest: SAM.FREEMAN,Clerk."

The following Vote is the reason that a concurrence with
the proceeding was not tried in the House of Representa-
tives, viz:

"In the House or Representatives, September 16, 1776.

"On motion, Voted, That no private matter be taken up
during the present sitting of this Court.

" Extract from the minutes.
"Attest: SAM.FREEMAN,Clerk."

The Committee above referreu to are: Valentine Rath-
burn, Joseph Wr~ght, WilliamFrancis, Aaron Baker, Jo-
seph Keeler, William Barber, Stepan Crawfoot, James
Noble, and John Strong. If these men, as the honourable
Council have adjudged, ignorant of the line of their duty,
would usurp a power to control their own constitutional
Legislature, and punish with infamy a man for paying a
dutiful respect to their acts and appointments-if these men,
with the cry of liberty, and the misplaced confidence of the
credulous, are aiming at a total dissolution of the powers
of Government, and force a people, made desperate with
anarchy, to seek a refuge in the jaws of British tyranny-
if these are theil' views, and this the tendency of their con-
duct, they ought to be named to the publick, and guarded
against as the most dangerous species of internal enemies.

I am, sir, your's and the publick's friend and humble
servant, CHARLES GOODRICH.

Pittsfield, September 18, 1776.

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING.

At a Town-Meeting of the Town of Providence, holden
on the 18th day of September, A. D. 1776, by adjournment,
Captain John Updike Moderator:

Voted, That each soldier who inlists himself into this
town's proportion of the Battalion to replace Colonel Rich-
mond's Regiment, equip himself fit for marching to New-
port.

Voted, That the officers be ordered not to inlist any men
out of the neighbouring towns in the County into this town's
proportion of the men for the Battalion now raising to go
upon Rhode-Island, until Saturday, the 21st instant, and
that they inlist the number of forty-three able-bodied men,
as this town's proportion of said Battalion, officers included,
who belong to this town.

Voted, That one hundred small-arms, belonging to the
Town of Providence, be sold and delivered to Colonel John
Mathewson, for the use of the St\1te, at the price of £3 18s.,
each, and that the money tberefor be paid to the Tow!)
Treasurer as soon as may be.

GENERAL LINCOLN TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIl"

Boston, September 18, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:By the late resolve of Court, the General
Officer is to appoint a Brigade Maj?r to each brigade. I
should be glad of your Honours' advICe, whether I am con-
fined in the appointment to Militia officers? There are now
no Brigade Majors in the Militia. It is an office of great
importance, and requires a good degree of knowledge in
military matters. I should be glad of your Honours' ad-
vice, also, whether such an officer may expect allowance

for a horse? Without one he cannot go; neither can he, in
common case, do without one in camp.

Colonel Crafts wiII wait on your Honours for an answer.
I am your Honours' most obedient servant,

BENJ. LINCOLN.

TO THE PRINTER OF THE LONDON CHRONICLE.

London, September 19, 1776.

SIR: Obsel'ving that the Earl of Chatham's speech in
favour of the Americans is now republished, and eirculating
by thousands through the kingdom, will you be pleased, at
this most important crisis, to publish the following extract from
Governour Pownalfs eelebrated speech in defence of the
Americans, in 1769, which, with all submission, is no way
inferiour to his Lordship's:

"If you attempt to force taxes against the spirit of the
people of America, you will fil1d,when perhaps it is too
late, that they are of a spirit which will resist all force,
which wiII grow stronger by being forced-will prove
superiour to all force-and ever has been unconquerable:
they are of a spirit to abide, nay, to court persecution:
and if, amongst other propositions which they have taken
up, they should once take it into their heads, that they are
under a state of persecution, that spirit of enthusiasm
which is of their temper, and of their very nature, will arise,
and every mischievousconsequence,in every extreme, will
accompany it.

"This spirit is not dead in them; it is only dormant j the
utmost care and skill of those who lead them, either in
~ivil or religiou~ ma!t~rs, is employed to restrain and keep
It down. If this SpirIt should once take fire-and believe
me, sir, it is in such a state of inflammability, that the
smallest spark would give it fire-it will break out into a
flame, which no reason, no prudence, no force, can restrain:
those who yet retain some lead, al1d have kept matters from
running to extremities, to whom the peopJe still listen-will
either lose that lead, or will take the lead of this spirit when
it shall be once gone forth-and if the ministers (whom we
here call the clergy) once fall in with this sp(rit, if the
people once call on them, they must take the lead-and if
they do, the people (to use their own phrase) will be led by
Moses and Aaron, by the civil and religious, under a bond
of unity tbat no factions will divide, no force can break.

"T.he spirit of their religion will, ]ike ~Ioses' serpent,
devour every other passion and affection j their love for the
mother country, changing its nature, will turn to the bitterest
hate j their affectation of our modes and fashions (the pre-
sent source of great part of our commerce) will become
an abomination in their sight.

" That spirit which led their ancestors to break off from.
every thing which is near and dear to the human heart j
from ev~ry con~ection which friendship, relation, blood,
could give; which led them to quit every comfort that
a settled and civilized country (tbeir own native country)
could afford; and to encounter every difficulty and distress
which a wild wilderness of savages could oppose to them /~
to struggle ev~n for their existence,-that spirit equally strong,
and equally I~fla~ed, has but a slight and trifling sacrifice
to make at this time; t?ey have not to quit their native
country, but to defend It j they have not to forsake their
friends and rela!ions, but to unite with and stand by them, in
one common ulllo.n. The only sacrifice they have to make is,
that of a few follies and a few luxuries. It is not neces9ity
that is the ground of their commerce with you; it is merely
the affectation of our modes and customs: the love for home,
as they call England, that makes them like every thing
which ~oll1esfrom thence j but passion may be conquered
by passIOn,and they will abominate as sincerely as they
now love you; and if they do, they have within themselves
every thing which is necessary to the food, raiment or the
dwelling of mankind, and have no need of your co~mJerce.

" But, that gentlemen may not think this to be mere
harangue, I will corne to particulars. They have a <Treat
surplusage of hides; and leather hides are even part of~heir
exports. They have peltry. Tbey have wool, linen, and
cotton. They work up a1l these, and have horne-made and
home-spun sufficient for their clothing. They have fish,
game, beef, mutton, and every other article, at about one-
third of the price which we pay here! They have iron

"
See Hutchinson's history. as he calls it.

.



391 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 392

and copper, which they cast and work up in every form
that is necessary. The only difficulty which they have at
first to labour against, will be the manUh'lctureof hardware.
But when I tell the House that they do already make all
the implements of husbandry better than those which come
to them from England-and that the husbannmen buy
such in preference to those made in England-they will
see how large a stride they have taken towards the estab-
lishment of this branch of business; and (overloaded, from
various reasons, as every branch of our manufactures is with
manufacturers,) if a stop be put to them but for one year!
The tide is on the turn; the manufacturers with the turn of
that tide, will go over in shoals to America, as they once
came over hither /i'om the Netherlands. If it be not the
humour of the House to bear to be told this now, they will
remember it hereafter.

"In one word. If the spirit of the Americans should
once arise upon the idea of persecution, those people
whom Great Britain hath, to this hour, drawn as it were
with a thread, and whom it has governed, as you ha\'e been
ingeniously told, * with a little paper and pack thread,
you will not, for the future, be able to govern it with a rod
of iron: ann every benefit which this country has derived
from that country, will be stopped at every source.

" If it be not the humour of the House to believe this at
present, I only beg they will remember it has been said,
and that they are forewarned of it."

Is it possible that any man living could have foretold
with greater precision, the precise crisis that hath now, in
this our day, come into event? Could an angel from
Heaven have spoken more to the purpose ? Yet this did
not please; a certain late Governour's hypocritical epistles
and criminal misrepresentations suiten better, and for which
he now enjoys an enormous pension, while Mr. Pownall
(really the King's friend) has nothing at all from Govern-
ment.

I am, sir, your most obliged, humble servant,
AN AMERICAN.

TO THE PRINTER OF THE I.ONDON CHRONICI.E.

London, September 19, 1776.

SIR: I confess I was once an advocate for the Americans;
their claim to be exempted from Parliamentary taxation
seemed to me to be founded in justice; and I thought it
was equitable at least to give them security agai{1st an
oppressive exercise of it. But some of their late prQceed-
ings have convinced me that their opposition is not dictated
by true patriotism, but by a spirit of tyranny and des-
potism. I shall not insist on their having destroyed
the liberty of the press, and preventing any thing from
being published amongst them, which controverted the
measures of the Congress; I shall not mention their baving
obliged peaceable citizens, at the peril of the loss of their
lives and fortUnes, to subscribe associations, however con-
trary to their principles and opinions. Some of the late
resolutions of the Provincial Congress at New- York, must
fill the mind of every good man, of every friend to the rights
of humanity, with indignation and horrour. We there find
these pretended advocates for freedom audaciously depriving
their fellow-citizens of the common privilege of investigation
and speech, precluding them of the benefit of trial by jury,
subjecting them to punishments by ex post facto laws, and
exposing to the mercy of an unconstitutional and inquisi-
torial judicatory, the fortunes and lives of those whom they
may determine have spoken disrespectful of their proceed-
ings, or controverted their authority. A judicatory, indig-
nant reader! which may be composed of men who may at
the same time act in the capacity of accusers, legislators,
and judges, and enjoy the forfeited estates of those who may
be so unhappy as to fall under their sentence. Are these
the men for whom Englishmen are contending? Is the
happiness of thousands to be sacrificed, to aggrandize riches
like these? Shall the sacred name of Liberty be made the
instrument to glut the avarice, the tyranny, of such enemies
to civil society? I beg leave only to insert an extract from
the resolves of the Provincial Congress, which met at New-
York, on September I, 1775, and submit it to the perusal
of every impartial Briton:

"Resolved, Thut if any person or persons shall hereafter
deny or oppose the authority of the Continental or this.By Mr, Burke.

Congress, 01'the Committee of Safety, or the Committees of
tbe respective Counties, Cities, Towns, Manors, Precincts or
Districts, in this Colony, or dissuade any person or persons
from obeying the recommendations of tbe Continental or this
Congress, or the Committee of Safety, or Committees afore-
said, and be thereof convicted before the Committee of t\:e
County, or any thirteen or more of their number, who shall
or may meet upon a general call of the Chairman of the
Committee where such person or persons may reside,
that such Committee shall cause such offenders to be dis-
armed, and for the second offence they shall be committed
to close confinement at their respective expense; and in
case any of the said Committees are unable to carry this or
any resolution into execution, they are hereby directed to
apply to the next County Committee, or Commanding Offi-
cer of the Militia, &c., for necessary assistance, as the case
may require. But if it shall so happen, that any violators of
this resolution shall reside in a County where there is no
Committee of the County, in that case the matter shall be
triable before the Committee of the next County, &c.

"Resolved,further, That the respectiveCommitteesand
the Militia of the several Counties by order of their respec-
tive Committees, or of the Commissioned Officer of the
Militi~ then nearest, are expressly enjoined to apprehend
every inhabitant or resident of this Colony, who now is, or
shall hereafter be discovered to be inlisted, or in arms
against the liberties of America, and to confine such offender
01' offenders into safe custody, and his or their punishment
is reserved to the determination of this or some future Pro-
vincial Congress. And the Committee nearest to any person
who shall be so inlisted, or hath taken up arms against the
liberties of America, are hereby directed to appoint some
discreet person to take the charge of the ('state, both real
and personal, of any such person or persons; which persoll
so appointed, shall be invested with such estate, and render
on oath a just and true account thereof to this or some
future Congress, or to Commissioners to be by them
appointed, and pay the issues and profits thereof to the
Treasurer appointed by this Congress for the use of the
associated Colonies."

Thus have th('se pretended advocates for liberty given us
a true picture of their spirit and designs; and the best pun-
ishment which can be inflicted on their abettors in this
country, would be to transport them to that, that they may
experience the difference between the mild and equitable
laws of a British Parliament and tbe tyrannical edicts of an
American Congress.

I am, sir, your humble servant, ApPHJs.

SPEECH OF HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN RUTLEDGE, ESQ., PRESI-

DENT AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF IN AND OV!':R THE STATE

OF SOUTH-CAROLINA, TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MET AT

CHARLESTOWN ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1776.
Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

lJrlr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Assembly:
I think it my duty to pay this tribute of applause to those

brave troops, who, in repelling the formidable British
armament which attacked them pn Sullivan's l~land, vainly
flattering themselves with an assurance of easy conquest,
displayed firmness and intrepidity tbat would have reflected
honour on Roman veterans; and I most heartily congratu-
late you on their heroick behaviour. It is an auspicious
presage of what may be expected from the valoQrof our
other troops, when theirs shall be the post of danger; as it
demonstrates tbat men, animated by an ardent zeal for the
sacred liberties of their country, and trusting in the Divine
~upport, are capable of the' most glorious achievements.

Tbe Cherokee Indians having committed such barbarous
acts of hostility as threatened desolation to the fi'ontier set-
tlements, at a time wben the enmny lay in view of this
town and an attack on it was daily expected, a considerable
force was immediately sent into that nation to obtain satis-
faction for their cruel outrages, by acting with the greatest
vigour. Our people have behaved with much spirit. It
has pleased God to grant very signal success to their opera-
tions, and I bope, by His blessing on 01Jl'arms and those of
North-Carolina and Virginia, from whom I have promises
of aid, an end may soon be put to this war.

Since your last meeting, tbe Continental Congress have
declared the United Colonies free anel independent States,
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absolved from allegiance to the British Crown, and the
political connection between them and Great Britain totally
dissolved-an event which necessity had rendered not only
justifiable but unavoidable. This declaration, and several
resolves of that honourable body received during your
recess, shall be laid before you. I doubt not you will take
such measures as may be requisite jn consequence of them.

A well-regulated Militia being essential to the preserva-
tion of our freedom, I am persuaded you will think with me
that your time cannot be better employed than in framing a
law for making such improvements in the Militia as may
produce the most beneficial consequences.

It is not improbable that, at the season appointed for the
meeting of the next Assembly, the business of legislation
must yield to that of a different nature; and it behooves us
to employ this time of the enemy's absence in making the
best preparations for defence, and enacting such laws as the
present exigencies demand. I have therefore thought it for
the publick service to call you together now, that you may
deliberate on those matters which tend to the interest and
security of the State.

I shall propose what, in the course of YOUI'session, appear
so to me, and be happy in receiving your advice on, and
concurring with you, in any that may effect those important
objects. JOHN RUTLEDGE.

September 19, 1776.

To this Speech, the Legislative Council returned the
following Answer:

MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: We, the Legislative
Council now met in a Constitutional Assembly o( the State,
return your Excellency our thanks for yoUI' speech to both
Houses at the opening of the present session; it contains
information truly glorious and important, and- must be highly
acceptable to every tme lover of his country.

The late defeat of the British forces by our troops on
Sullivan's Island, near Charlestown, is an illustrious event
in our history. Those troops acquired as much honour as
troops could obtain. By their bravery, under God, our
country w:}s relieved from much anxiety, and procured
present safety. And we rejoice at the opportunity we have
of paying our tribute to their merits, at the same time con-
gratulating your Excellency upon their conduct, which was
and is as honourable to themselves as important to the
State. We embrace this auspicious presage of what may
be expected from our other troops, in whom we have a
most perfect confidence; and we are persuaded, that men
animated with an ardent zeal for the liberties of their coun-
tl'Y, and trusting in the Lord of hosts, are equal to the most
ardent enterprises.

The critical commencement of the Cherokee war (ills us
with a just indignation of the treachery of those sa vages,
and convinces us of what, indeed, we had before little
reason to doubt, of the indiscriminate atrocity and unrelent-
ing tyranny of the hand that directs the British war against
us. But it has pleased God to take an injured people under
his protection, and to bless our arms with distinguished
success, as well against our British enemies as their savage
allies. In repelling this barbarous attack on our people,
the spirit of our frontier inhabitants deserves the highest
commendations; and with a continuance of the Divine favour
upon their efforts, now in conjunction, as we have reason
to believe, with the good people of lforth-Carolina and
Virginia, we hope by a speedy an? complete conquest of
the Cherokee lands, already so happIly and h1r advanced by
our arms, this State, as well as our neighbouring States,
will be effectually secured from a repetition of those hostili-
ties from those merciless savages in a day of distress.

The Declaration of the Continental Congress, that" the
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, /i'ee and in-
dependent States~that they are absolved fl'Omall allegiance
to the British Cl'Own, and that ail political connection
between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ollght
to be, totally dissolved," calls forth all our attention. It is
an event which necessity had rendered not only justifiable,
but absolutely unavoidable. It is a decree now worthy of
America. We thankfully receive the notification of and
rejoice at it; and we are determined at every hazard to
endeavour to maintain it, that so, after we have departed, our
children and their latest posterity may have cause to bless.our memory.

We shall pay all proper attention to the resolvesof the

truly honourable Continental Congress, and enter into such
measures respecting them as may be expedient for the
publick service.

Sensible as we are that a well-regulated Militia is essential
to the preservation of our freedom, your Excellency may
be assured that we shall endeavour to place that bulwark of
our safety upon the best foundation; and that now, while
we have an opportunity free /i.om the immediate alarms of
war, we shall diligently proceed so as to amend our old
laws and to form others as may effectually tend to prosecute
the publick interest, to be in a propel' state of pryparation
to repel the expected attacks of the enemy, and in general
to establish the best polity in our new State.

We beg leave to notify to your ExceJJency our entire
satisfaction in al1d approbation of your publick conduct
during the time of your administration.

In the Legislative Council the 20th day of Septcmber,
1776.

By order of the House:
THOMAS SHUBRICK, Speaker.

To this Answer of the Legislative Council, the President
replied:

HONOURABLEGENTLE(MEN:The sentiments which you
express respecting our troops, must give them great pleasure.

Your determination to endeavour to maintain the inde-
pendence of the United States, at every hazard, proves that
you know the value and are deserving of those rights for
which America contends.

I doubt not your attention to publick business; and am
glad to find that my conduct meets with your approbation.

JOHN RUTLEDGE.

September 20, 1776.

To His Excellency JOHN RUTLEDGE, Esq., Presidcnt and
Commander-in-Chi~f of the State of SOUTH-CAROLINA:

The Address of the General Assembly of the said State.

MAY IT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: We, the Represent-
atives of the State of South-Carolina, met in General
Assembly, beg leave most heartily to join your Excellency
with our tribute of applause to those brave troops who
lately signalized themselves by their firmness and intrepidity
in repelling the formidable British armament which at-
tackee;! them on Sullivan's Island, and thereby disappoint-
ing the vain and flattering expectations of our cruel and
unnatural foes; a tribute we deemed justly due from an
injured country for such heroick behaviour, and a grateful
testimony of the early and auspicious presage of the future
valour and heroism of men animated by the noblest of all
incentives-an ardent zeal for the sacred liberties of their
country, and a confidence in Divine justice.

Weare happy to find the barbarolls and ungrateful at-
tempt of the Cherokee Indians, instigated by our British
enemies, on our frontier settlements, are checked by the
spirit and activity of our brave countrymen in those parts;
and from their past success, as well as the zeal and activity
of our friends of North- Carolina and Virginia, hope a
speedy end will be put to the outrages of those detestable
savages.

It is with unspeakable pleasure we embrace this oppor-
tunity of expressing our satisfaction in the declaration of the
Continental Congress, constituting the United Colonies free
and independent States, absolved from allegiance to the
British Crown, and totaJJy dissolving- all political union
between them and Great Britain; an event unsought for,
and now produced by unavoidable necessity; and which
every friend to justice and humanity must not only hold
justifiable as the natural effect of unremitted persecution,
but equally rejoice in as the only effectual security -against
injuries and oppressions, and the most promising source of
futUre liberty and safety. The Declaration ofIndependency
and Resolves of the honourable the Continental Congress,
now laid before us, shall be the principal objects of our
attention in our deliberations for the publick good.

Weare ful1y persuarled that it is essential to (he liberties
and support of a free Slate to have a well-regulated Militia;
and more especially to this State, in the present eircumstan-
CE'Sof affairs in America. We shall therefore think it our
duty, while the business of legislation is not interrupted by
the din of arms, to employ every opportunity to effect a
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purpose so bene5cial, in making the best preparations for
defence, and in framing such laws as are necessary for the
safety and security of the State.

In the General Assembly the 20th day of September,
1776.

Bv order of the House:
JAMES PARSONS, Speaker.

HIs EXCELLENCY'SANSWER.

l\1R. SPEAKER ANDGENTLEMEN: This most honourable
reward cannot fail to make the deepest impression upon
generous' minds. It will increase the laudable ambition of
those on whom it is conferred, and excite others to emulate
that fame which they have acquired.

May the happiest consequences be derived to the United
States from the independence of America, who could not
obtain even peace, liberty and safety by any other means.

Your disposition and assurances affi)rd a confident ex-
pectation that this session will be usefully employed.

JOHN RUTLEDGE.
September 21, 1776.

GENERAL MOORE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 7,1776.]

Wilmington, September 19, 1776.

Sm : Yours of the 3d Instant I had this day the honour
to receive, and shall with all possible despatch proceed to
execute the order of Congress, for marching two battalions
of the Continental troops to the reinforcement of the army
at New- York.

One entire battalion and a considerable part of two others
havinO'marched on an expedition to Florida, will put it out
of my power to make up two full battalions. I flatter
myself I shall, however, be able to march with about eight
hundred men, and leave a sufficient number for the defence
of this place.

I hope to begin my march in two days, and be assured,
sir, nothing in my power shall be wanting to afford a timely
aid to our friends engaged in the glorious cause of liberty,
than which not any thing will contribute more to my hap-
piness.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and
very humble servant,

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.
J AMES MOORE.

ADDRESS TO GENERAL STEPJJEN.

The Address of the Officers of the Fourth VIRGINIABat-
talion to ADAMSTEPHEN, Esq., Brigadier-General i1~

the servzce of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
SIR: It is with heartfelt satisfaction that the Officers of

the Fourth Battalion have been informed, that the honour-
able Continental Congress have been pleased to promote
you to the rank of a. Bri~adier-Gene~al i~ the Continental
service. We conceive It a promotIon Justly due to your
merit; and please to permit us to congratulate you on this
event, which we cordially hope may be attended with every
possible degree of happiness to yourself, and service to the
just cause in which you have so early and readily embarked.

When we reflect, sir, on the kind, the indulgent, the
manly treatment we have receive~ whils.t under your imme-
diate eye, as commandant of our battalion; when we also
consider with what facility you established amongst us that
discipline and order so essential to the preservation and
glory of an army, we are at a loss which most to admire,
the "polite gentleman or the accomplished officer.

By the regulation of Congress we fear we shall be
deprived of you-although it is amongst one of the most
desirable wishes of our hearts to be still under your imme-
diate direction and command; should we, sir, be so unfor-
tunate as to 5nd our conjectures right on this occasion, we
would wish you to know that the officers of the Fourth
Battalion, with hearts replete with gratitude and respect,
will devoutly implore the Divine Being for yoUI' safety and
protection, in whatever part of America the service of the
United States thereof may require your presence.

Portsmouth, September 19, 1776.

GENERAL STEPHEN'S ANSWER.

GENTLEMEN: I am sensib]e of the honour done me by
your friendly and affectionate address.

In the course 01 all my gervice, and this is the twelfth
campaign, I have seldom met with officers so warmly at-
tached to the service, or so anxious and attentive to study
their duty.

It is owing to you, gentlemen, that discipline has been
established in the regiment with so much facility.

The harmony that has subsisted in the corps, and your
exemplary conduct to the soldiers, bas made me easy and
happy in the command.

I will be ever interested in the behaviour of the Fourth
Battalion, and am firmly persuaded that, when opportunity
offers, they wi]] distinguish themselves in the most honour.
able manner, in the serviceof the United States.

That your ardour may be tempered with prudence, and
your efforts crowned with success, is the ardent wish of,
gentlemen, your most affectionate, humble servant,

ADAM STEPHEN.

To the Officers of the Fourth Regiment.

COLONEL TRAVERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL 01' SAFETY.

September l!), 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The conduct of Levi Willen, First Lieu-
tenant, and Job Todd, Ensign, in Captain Henry Lake',
company, of my battalion, being very exceptionable, I beg
~ou will be pleased to appoint a Court-Martial to inquire
mto their conduct.

I am, with much respect, gentlemen, your mOst humble
servant,

'VILLIAMTRAVERS.
To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, An-

napolis. .

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL 81M.
[No. 184.] Annapolis, September 19,1776.

SIR : We send by Captain L. Covington,the bounty
money for raising a company of Militia in your County. We
do not send the month's pay advance, because we think the
company ought to be in some forwardness before that money
is issued. Arms are to be borrowed or impressed. You are
to have a meeting of Field.Officers and Captains on Mon-
day next, by order of Convention. When the recommen-
dations are completed, we will send down warrants and
money for gnns, on having the appraisement returned.

We are, &c.

To Colonel Joseph Siln.

THOMAS GANTT TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

September 19, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Mr. Thomas N. Stockett being desirous
of being appointed Assistant Surgeon, applied to me for a
recommendation concerning his medical knowledge, having
lived with Mr. Stockett for four or five years past, the
greatest part of which time he applied himself to the study
of physick; and since my.leaving that place, have had fre-
quenf opportunities of being acquainted with his method of
practice; think him sufficiently quali5ed to act in that char-
acter, should you think proper to appoint him.

Remain your obedient servant,
THOMAS GANTT, 3D.

To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

COLONEL 81M TO THE MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Prince George's County, September 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: In compliance with a resolve of Conven-
tion, of the 6tb instant, and sent me, I have recommended
the bearer, Captain Levin Covington, to command the com-
pany to be raised in this County; and I have also recom-
mended the other three commissioned officers,who are all
very agreeable to the people, and are now engaged in re-
cruiting; and I flatter we shall be able, in a very short
time, to complete the company within my district. But as
nothing effectual can be done without having both the
bounty and advance money in hand, Captain Covington
now waits on you for. it; which I hope will be furnished
him. .

As the guns are to be furnished for this company, it will
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be absolutely necessary the money for this purpose should
be also sent down immediately.

I am, gentlemen, YOUl:most obedient servant,
JosE,Pa 81M.

To the Ron. the Council of Safety of Maryland.

AN ACT FOR THE SECURITY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW:-
JERSEY.

Whereas it is essentially necessary for the safety of the
State that every person who holds any office or post of a
publick nature should evince his fidelity and attachment to
the Government from whence he derives protection, and
under which he is authorized to act: and whereas, to effect
this important purpose, it is necessary tha~ ~ proper ~e~t be
established, to be taken by all officers, cIVIl and milItary,
within this State; and that the Governour or Commander-
in-Chief be authorized by law to administer such test, and
the official and other necessary oaths, in the several Coun-
ties thereof:

1. Therefore, Be it enactM by the Council and General
Assembly of this State, and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the same, That the following test shall be
taken by all officers, civil and military, who are now in
oftlce, or hereafter shall be appointed, elected, or commis-
sioned, within the several Counties of this State; that is to
say:

"I, A B, do sincerely profess and swear (or, if one of
the people called Quakers, affirm) that I do not hold myself
bound to bear allegiance to the King of Great Britain; so
help me God."

"I, A B, do sincerely profess and swear (or, if one of
the people called Quakers, affirm) that I do a.nd will bear
true faith and allegiance to the Government established in
this State, under the authority of the people; so help me
God."

Which oaths or affirmations shall be administered by any
person or persons who shall be duly authorized to tender
the same by the Commander-in-Chief of this State, by
dedimus protestatem or otherwise. And all officersrefusing
or neulecting, for the term of one month after notification
given

0

by any person named in the dedimus protestatern, to
take the said test, are hereby declared to be disqualified and
incapable of executing such their offices; in which case
some other fit person or persons shall, pursuant to law, be
appointed or elected, as the case may require.

2. And whereas it is necessary that fit persons be duly
empowered to qualify the Magistrates and other officers who
have been or shall be elected, appointed or commissioned
throughout this State:

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That his Ex-
cellency the Governour, or the Commander-in-Chief for the
time being, shall be, and he is hereby authorized to issue
commissions of dedimus protestatem, or other commissions,
from time to time, as occasion may require, for the purposes
aforesaid.

3. And be it enacted hy the authority aforesaid, That
the act passed the 5th of May, 1772, intituled " An Act
for the security of his Majesty's Govemment of M~w-Jer-
sey," and so much of the act passed the 1Oth of February,
1127-'8, intituled "An Act prescribing the forms of declar-
ation of fidelity, the effect of the abjuration oath and affirm-
ation, instl'ad of the form heretofore required in such cases,
and for repealing the former acts in the like cases made
and provided," as relates to taking affirmations to the King
of Great Britain, and the acts thereby repealed, shall be,
and the same are hereby, repealed.

Passed at Princeton,~the 19th of September, 1776.

Pursuant to the foregoing Act, his Excellency the Gov-
eroour has been pleased to issue a commission to the Mem-
bers of the Council, the Justices of the Supreme Court, the
Secretary and the Clerk of the Supreme Court, empower-
in<Tthem, and each of tbem, to administer the oaths and
affirmations, as the case may require, to all officers, civil and
military, within this State; and commissions to the Judges
and Clerks of the Inferiour Courts of Common Pleas, em-
powering them, and each of them, to administer the oaths
and affirmations, in like manner, within tbeir respective
Counties.

By RICHARD Viscount H~WE, of the Kingdom of JREUND,
and WILLIAJ\1 HOWE, .Esquire, General of His JJlajes-
ty's Forces in AMERICA, the King's Commissioners for
restoring Peace to His Majesty's Colonies and Planta-
tions in NO.l;\TH-AMERICA,&fc., &fc., &fc.

DECLARATION.

Although Congress, whom the misguided Americans suf-
fer to direct their opposition to a reestablishment of the
Constitutional Government of these Provinces, have dis-
avowed every purpose of reconciliation not consonant with
their extravagant and inadmissible claim of Independence,
the King's Commissioners think fit to declare that they are
equally desirous to confer with his Majesty's well-affected
subjects, upon the means of restoring the pubJick tranquillity,
and establishing a permanent union with every Colony as
a part of the British Empire. Tbe King being 1nost gra-
ciously pleased to direct a revision of such of his royal
instructions to his Governours as may be construed tolay
an improper restraint on the freedom of legislation in any
of his Colonies, and to concur in the revisal of aJl acts by

. which his Majesty's subjects there may think themselves
aggrieved, it is recommended to the inhabitants at large to
reflect seriously upon their present condition and expecta-
tions, and judge for themselves whether it be more incon-
sistent with their honour and happiness to offer up their
lives as a sacrifice to the unjust and precarious cause in
which they are engaged, or return to their aJlegiance, accept
the blessings of peace, and to be secured in a freeenjoy-
ment of their liberties and properties, upon the true princi-
ples of the Constitution,

Given at New- York, September 19, 1776.
HowE.
W. HowE.
STRAGHEY.By command of their Excellencies:

EXPLANATION OF A LATE DECLARATION.

By RICHARD Viscount HOWE, of the Kingdom of IRELAND,
and WILLIAM HOWE, Esq., General of his JJlajesty',
Forces in AMERICA, the King's CommissiQners for
deluding the good people of AME~ICA by insidious offer,
of peace, or shedding their blood without mercy.

DECLARATION.
.

Although the Congress, whom the much-injured Ameri-
cans suffer to direct their opposition to the establishment of
tyranny, and an unconstitutional Government over these
Provinces, have disavowed every pDrpose of reconciliation
not consonant with that liberty to which they ha ve the most
clear and undeniable right, the King's Commissioners afore-
said think fit to declare, that they are equalJy desirous to
confer with his Majesty's subjects (if any so weak and
abandoned are to be found) upon the means of establishing
a permanent tyranny over every Colony, and fix them the
everlasting slaves of the British empire.

The King being most graciously pleased to direct a revision
of sllch of his Royal instructionsas may seem not to lay a"
sufficientrestraintupon the freedomof legislationin any of
the Colonies, and to concur in the revisal of aJl acts uy
which his subjects there may think themselves aggrieved,
for the better strengthening and confirming the same, it is
recon!mended to the inhabitants at large to reflect seriously
upon their present condition and expectations, and to judge
for themselves, whether it be more consistent with their
honour and happiness to risk their lives in defence of a
glorious Independency, or return to the gaJling yoky of
tyrannick usurpation, and be deprived of every security in
the enjoyment of their liherty and properties upon the true
principles of a wicked and destructive policy.

HowE.
W. HowE.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head.Quarters, at Colonel Roger Morris's House, ~Seplember 19, 1776. 5
SIR: Since J had the honour of addressingyou yesterday

nothing materia] bas occurred; however, it is probaLle in a
little time, the enemy will attempt to force us fium hence
as we are informed they are bringing many of their heavy
cannon towards the heights and the works we ha ve thrown
up. They have also eight or nine ships of war in the
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North River, which, it is said, are to cannonade our right
flank, when they open their batteries against our front.
Every disposition is making on our part for defence, and
Congt'ess may be assured that I shall do every thing in my
power to maintain the post so long as it shall appear prac-
ticable and conduci ve to the general good.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HOWE.

Head-Quarters, September 19, 1776,

SIR: I have the honour to advise you, that in conse-
quence of General Sullivan's information, first by letter and
afterwards verbally, that you were willing to exchange him
for Major-General Prescott, and Brigadier-General Lord
Stirling for any Brigadier of yours in our possession, I wrote
to Congress to send General Prescott to some convenient
place from whence the proposed exchange might be made.

And supposing that it would be agreeable to exchange
Lord Stirling for Brigadier-General ltIcDonald, he is also
come forward with General Prescott. Both these gentle-
men are now at Elizabethtown, and I only wait your answer
to this, in which you will please to fix the time and place,
when and where the exchange may be effected.

I am, sir, with due respect, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

war~, and Maryland, and Colonel Huntington's, of Con-
necttcut. .

As to the retreat from the Island, it was effected without
loss of men, and with but very little baggage. A few heavy
cannon were left, not being moveable on account of the
ground's being ~oft and miry through the rains that had
fallen.

The enemy's loss in killed we could never ascertain;
but have many reasons to believe that it was pretty cun-
siderable, and exceeded ours a good deal. The retreat from
thence ,was absolutely, necessary, the enemy having landed
the maIn body of theIr army there to attack us in front
while their ships of war were to cut off the communicatio~
with the city, from whence resources of men, provisions,
&c" were to be drawn.

Having made this retreat, not 10nl1after we discovered
by their movement and the information we received from
deserters and others, that they declined attackinO' our lines
in the city, and were forming a plan to get in ou~ rear with
their land army, by crossing the Sound above us, and thereby
cut off all intercourse with tl1e country, and every neces-
sary supply. The ships of war were to cooperate' possess
the Nort/~ River, and ~revent succour from the' Jerseys,
&c., ~hls plan ,app~arIng probable, and but too practica-
b]e In Its execution, It became necessary to guard against
the fatal consequences that must follow, if their scheme was
effected; for which purpose I caused a removal of a part
of our stores, troops, &c., from the citv; and a council of
Gener~] Officers determined .on Thursday last that it must

GENERALWASHINGTONTO COMMANDINGOFFICER OF MASSA-
be entirely abandoned j hold!ng up, however, every show

CHUSETTSMILITIA.
and appearance of defence, ttll our sick and all our stores

,

'

could be bl'oul1ht away. The evacua t'lon be 'lng resolved
Head-Quarters, at Colonel Morns's House, ten mllea from ~ '? . .

New-York, September19, 1776, S on, every exertion m our powerwas made to batHe their

SIR: The honourable Assembly of the State of the Mas-
desig~ and effect ~ur own. The si~k were numerous, and

sachusetts-Bay having informed me hy letter of the 13th
an obJect of great Im~~ortance; happily we gbt them away;

instant, that they have ordereda numberof Militiato rein- ~ut b~forewe could,brmgoffall o~rstores,on Sundaymorn-

force the army under my command, and requested my order
10&,SIXor seven ships of war, which had gone up the East

for their destination,I therefore request that you will give
Rwer some few days before, began a most severe ~nd

direction that the whole of them may be brought forward as
heavy ,cannonade, to scour t,he ground and effect a landmg

expeditiously as they can; sending before you, when you get of, theIr troops., Three ships .of war ran up the North

within three or four days' march of King's Bridge, an officer
Rwer that morn~ngabove the CIty, to prevent our boats and

to receive instructions from me how they are to be stationed
small craft carrY10gaw~y our baggage, &c. .

and disposed of. It will be proper to send notice of this
I had &one the evelllng before to th~ mam body of our

to the officers who are behind you with part of the men
army, willch was posted about the Heights and Plams of

that they may know how to conduct themselves. ' l!arle~, where it seemed probable,fromthe movementsand
I am, sir, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

dlsposttlOns of the enemy, they meant to land and make

T h C d' Offi f I... F ' D "

,

f h
an attack the n

.

ext mornmO'. However the event did not
o t e omman mg cer 0 tlle Irst IVISlon 0 t e h I d' I

0,
'

11"'- h t 1\'1' 1" h ' d Ki ' B 'd
appen. mOle late y on heannD" the cannonade I rode

l'Lassac uset s n I Itla marc ml1 towar s mO's n O'e. ' h 11 "bl d
.. 0

, ,
o ~ ~ Wit a pOSSI e expe Itlon towards the place of ]andmg,

where breastworks had been thrown up to secure our men,

GENERALWASHINGTONTO THE MASSACHUSETTSASSEMBLY. and found, the troops ~hat ,had been posted there, to my
Head,Quarters Colonel Roger Morris's House, ten miles from ~ great surpnse and mortificatIon, and those ordered to their,

New-York, September19,1776, 5 support, (Parsons's and Fellows's briD"ades) notwilhstand-, 0 ,

GENTLEMEN: I was honoured the night before last with mg the exertions of the Generals to form them,runninD"
your favour of the ,13th instant, and at the same time that I away in th,emost shameful and disgraceful manner. I used
conceive your anxtety to have been great, by reason of the every possible effort to rally them, but to no purpose; and
val1ue and uncertain accounts you received respecting the on the appearance of a small party of the enemy, not mor~
att~ck on Long-Island, give me leave to assure you that than sixty or seventy in number, they ran off without firinO'
the situation of our afiitirs, and the important concerns which a single shot. Many of our heavy cannon would have jnev~
have surrounded me, and which are daily pressing on me, itably fallen into the enemy's hands, as they landed so soon;
have prevented me from transmitting, in many instances, but this scandalous conduct occasioned a loss of many tents,
the intelligence I otherwise should have conveyed. baggage, and camp-equipage, which would have been easily

In respect to the attack and retreat from Long-Island, secured had they made the least opposition. The retreat
the publick papers will furnish you with accounts nearly true. was effected with the loss of three or four men only. We
I shall only add, that in the former we lost about eight encamped, and still are, on the Heights of Harlem, which
hundred men; more than three-fourths of which were taken are well calculated for defence against their approaches.
prisoners. This misfortune happened, in great measure, by On ltlonday morning they advanced in sight in severa] larl1e
twO detachments of our people who were posted in two bodies, but attempted nothing of a general nature, thou~h
roads leading through a wood, in order to intercept the there were smart skirmishes between their advanced part~s
enemy in their march, suffering a surprise, and making a and some detachments from our lines, which I sent out. In
precipitate retreat, which enabled the enemy to lead a great these our troops behaved with great resolution and bravery,
part of their, force against th~ troops commanded by Lord putting them to ft,ightin open groun?,and forcingthem from
Stirlinl1", whtch formed a thIrd detachment, who behaved posts tbey had seized, two or three tll11es. A Sergeant who
with g~at bravery and resolution, charging the enemy and deserted from them says, the report was they had eighty-
maintaining their posts from about seven 01' eight o'clock in nine missing and wounded, and eight killed; in the last
the morning till two in the afternoon, when they were instance his account is too small, because our people have
obliged to attempt a retreat, being surrounded and over- buried more than twice as many. In number our loss was
powered by numbers on all sides, and in which many of very inconsiderable; but in the fall of Lieutenant-Colonel
them were taken. One battalion (Smallwood's of ltlary- .Knowlton, of Connecticut, 1 consider it as great, beinD" a
land) lost two hundred and fifty-nine men, and the general brave and good officer. Major Leitch, who commanded
damage fell upon the regiments from Pennsylvania, Dela- a detachment from the Virginia regiment, unfortunately

,
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received three balls through his side; he still supports hi!>
spirits, and seems as if he would do well. Colonel Knowlton
was interred with every honour due to l1is merit, and that
the situation of things would admit of. Since this affair,
nothing has happened. The enemy, it is said, are bring-
ing forward several heavy cannon to force us from the
Heights. At the same time that they open their batteries
in front, their ships of war, seven or eight of which are in
the North River, are to cannonade our right flank.

Thus have I run over, in a cursory, rough way, an account
of the most material events from the battle on Long-Island
to the present moment. I have not time to study order or
elegance. This, however, I do not so much mind, and only
wish my narrative was more agreeable; but we must set
down things as they are. I hope they will be better; noth-
ing on my part shall be wanting to bring about the most
favourable events.

I am now to make my most grateful acknowledgments to
your honourable body for the succour they meant to affOl'd
me in the Militia lately ordered to march, and have only to
lament that they should be so unprovided with tents and
other camp necessaries. Our distresses in these instances
are extremely great, having by no means a sufficiency for
the troops already here; nor do I know how they can be
procured. I am at a loss for the officers' names who com-
mand this reinforcement, as they are not mentioned; how-
ever, I have wrote by Fessenden that they should lead the
men on as fast as possible, sending before them, when they
get within one or two days' march of King's Bridge, an
officer to receive orders from me how they are to be dis-
posed of. Instructions given now might become improper,
by the intervention of I variety of circumstances.

I have the honoUl:to be, &c., G WO. ASHINGTON.

To the Hon. Jeremiah Powell, Esq., President, &c.

JOHN HUNTER TO JOHN M'KESSON.

King's Bridge, September 19, 1776.

SIR: I have been very industrious in getting the Linen
Manufactory removed to Hackensack; it is necessary for
me staying there, to have it carried on. General Scott
would not have me resign my commission without orders
from Congress. Mr. Rosevelt is for my continuing with the
Factory. Mr. Ramsey has been sick for some time at Eliza-
bethtown. Please send me an answer by return of the post,
to be left at General Scott's.

I am, sir, yours respectfully,

To John McKesson, Esquire.
JOIJN HUNTER.

JOHN THOMAS, JUN., TO NEW-YORK CONVENTJQN.

In Committee of Safety for the County of Westchester, ~
White.Plains, September 19, 1776. 5

GENTLEMEN:As a great number of poor and indigent
persons, as well fi'om the work-house as others of New-
York, have been sent into this County, and no person to
take care of them, it has been recommended to us to pro-
vide houses for said poor, which we have done in the best
manner we could, which was to divide them in the several
districts of said County; and as we find they must suffer,
though they have houses provided, unless they have food,
and as food is not to be got without money, we cannot find
anyone to provide for the said poor, without your honoura-
ble House will interpose either by appointing some person or
persons to provide for them, or else to empower us to appoint
persons in each district to provide for them, and at the same
time we must be furnished with money as well to pay what
has been laid out for the use of said poor as to purchase
more provision. Humanity causes us to solicit your interpo-
sition, as without it the poor must suffer in spite of all can
be done. By order of Committee:

JOHNTHOMAS,Jun., Chairman.
To the President of the Convention of the State of New-

York.

ROBERT AND JAMES TOTTEN TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

September 19, 1776.

We, havingpart in a brig laying in Saupit Creek, agreed,
with the other owners, to have her loaded in Philadelphia,
in consequence of which we ordered a freight of flour, PUI'-
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chased in that place. On applying to the Committee for a
permit to go round in ballast, they did not incline to agree
thereunto. Theil' reasons aoainst it were, the danoer of the~ 0
Captain's availing himself of such an opportunity of going
over to the enemy. The design of her voyage was to take
a cargo of flour for Ouracoa, and retum with a freight of
salt. We should thank the Convention if they would,
as soon as convenient, give us their determination on the
matter.

ROBERT & JAMES TOTTEN.

To the President of the Convention of New- York.

GENERAl. GATES TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

Tyonderoga, September 19, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:Last night I received your letters of
the 15th and 16th instant, with the examinationof Sergeant
Thomas Day, late of Colonel .~cLane's regiment, and the
old Canadian. The former I take to be the truth as nearly
as he had an opportunity of knowing it. The latter 1
think of e"actly as you do. However, it behooves us to
keep a good look out.

I am much pleased with the disposition you have made
with the fleet; confident it is the best. General Waterbury
is indefatigable in fitting the galleys, and if he is not detained
for want of proper rope for breechings, I see nothing Can
stop them more than a week at most.

This wi1lbe delivered you by Captain Hawley; General
Waterbury thinks you will immediately appoint him to toe
command of the Royal Savage; he takes all his seamen
with him.

Mr. Avery writes you by this conveyance, and explains
the article relative to provisions; sufficient of both fresh and
salt shall be sent you by the galleys.

I have this morning a letter from General Schuyler, in
which is the followingparagraph:

"I cannot i?form 10? of what is passing at New. York;
General Washzngton s time is so totallyengrossed that I can
hardly expect he should write me, unless there is an abso-
lute necessity." This is every syllable I have heard since
I had the pleasure to write to you last.

As this conveyance is not sO entirely certain as that of
the galleys, I shall defer being more particular until General
Waterbury sails.

I am, dear General, your affectionate, humble servant,
HOIlATJO GATES.

To Brigadier-General Arnold.
P. S. The tobacco papers will be delivered you

bearer.
by the

COLONEL BARRETT TO GENERAL GATES.

Rutland, September 19, 1776.

SIR: In obedience to your Honour's commands as soon
as I arrived on Otter Creek, I immediately sent ad express
off with your ~-I?nour'sorders to ~ajor Hoisington. Said
express has this lllstant returned without any thing from the
Major more than verbal, which is that they were under the
direction of the Committees only, and were not raised or
incorporated to work on the roads, but for scoutinO' only'
therefore refuse to comply. The express informs ';ue th~
reason assigned therefor was, that he had a scout out or
abo,ut to go out, of two men of his party, but was not out
when your Honour's orders arrived there, as the express
avers. I would inform your Honour that .there are two
~undr~d me~ stationed that way, exclusive of Major Hois-
mgton s, raIsed by the State of New-Hampsltire. Your
Honour's further orders in the affair I shall cheerfully and
vigorously pursue. The party I have on the road and
bridge are as expeditious as possible. The great bridD'e
will be raised next week, and I hope fioished if the weath~r
permits. I am in want of spades; I could get but eight at
Skenesborough.

From your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
J <?HN BARRETT, Superintendent.

To the Hon. General Gates.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENEJl.AL LINCOLN.

Watertown, Seplemb~r 19,1776.

SIR: Your two letters of yesterday are now before us,
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and you now have enclosed a printed copy of a resolve of
the General Court; by perusing the same you will find that
no provision is made for the appointment of brigadiers to
this service. The Council on finding this to be the case,
have given over the purpose of appointing any. By the
same resol ve YOIlwill also learn the power vested in you of
appointing Brigade-Majors; and the Council have no dou~t
of your making judicious appointments. The Council
apprehend they cannot with propriety give directions as to
the furnishing horses for the use of officers or any other
persons.

To General Lincoln.

COpy OF A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN BRAITHWAITE, OF THE

HAMPDEN PACKET, DATED FALMOUTH, ENGLAND, SEP-

TEMBER 20, 1776.

September 5.-1 received the mail and sailed for Lisbon,
with the wind to the northward. I received as passengers
:Mr. Scott, Mr. Fisher, and Mr. Smith, and as distressed
subjects, Captain Thomas Moore, his mate and five of his
people, being the master and part of the crew of the Mary
and James, of Falmouth, bound from London to Salermo,
Naples, and Messina, but last from Falm~uth, having
!ailed from thence the 20th of August, with a cargo
worth between twenty and thirty thol1sand pounds, and was
taken the 1st instant, on the coast of Portugal, fourteen
leagues northwest from Cape St. Vincent, (in sight of
Mount Chigo,) by an American pl'ivateer of eight carriage
guns and a number of swivels, commanded by Simon For-
ester,* an Irishman, well known at Lisbon and Falmouth.
The privateer was sloop rigged and called the Rover; it
being little wind, and rowing with twelve oars, she soon
carne up with Captain Moore. She had taken before, six
sail on the coast, whose people she landed at Faro. The
22d of August a Guineaman, from Bristol, John Baker,
master, engaged her, but blew up in the action.' and ~nly
three men saved out of twenty-eight. They strIpped Cap-
tain Moore and his people of every thing, and even threat-
ened their lives, and sent the prize directly for America.
The next day, being about eight leagues from Cape Spichell,
they gave Captain Moore his b?at, in whic? he reached
Setuval that night. The Captam of the prIvateer would
not tell him what place he belonged to, but said there were
an hundred and fifty of them fitted out of different ports of
America. The people told Captain Moore they belonged
to Salem, and that several more had sailed from thence for
the coast of Spain and Portugal.

T. P. BRAITHWAITE.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN MOORE, LATE COM-

MANDER OF THE MARY AND JAMES, DATED FROM ON BOARD

THE HAMPDEN PACKET-BOAT, ARRIVED AT FALMOUTH.

You will be surprised at hearing from me in this part of
the world. The reason you will see by the pl'Otesthanded to
you. I was taken by a privateercalled the Rover,a sloop
of eight carriage guns and fourteen swivels; when she left
America she had on board eighty men, but when they took
me they had only thirty-eight. The Captain's name is
Simon Thomson; where she belonged to, I could not learn
from them. They appeared more like pirates than any thing
else. They had taken six vessels before mine, but I do not
remember any of their names; she had also an engagement
with a snow belonging to Bristol, Captain Bates, which
blew up after fighting six hours; only three of the crew
were saved out of twenty-six, two of whom were landed
on the coast of Algarve, with three masters of vessels and
their crews, and the others entered on board the privateer.
There were men of different nations on board of her, but
the Captain and major part of the crew were Irish.

A. J. ALEXANDER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Grenada, September 20, 1776.

SIR: It is probable the many years I have been settled
in this country, may almost have made you forget the ac-
quaintance we once bad. The noble and generous part
you have acted in the foremost rank of the most honourable
struggle that mankind were ever engaged in, shall always

.. Anolher accounl calls him Tkompson.

make me look upon that acquaintance as the greatest honour
of my life.

I must confess I have long had an ambition to write you,
to convince you of my hearty concurrence. in measur.ps
wbich appear to me planned and executed with equal WIS-
dom and justice. No man in the s~me humble sph~re has
raised his voice hiaher than myself m the cause of hberty,
and I should be t~o happy to be able to contribute towards
the support of tbat cause, which I consider as the cause of
mankind.

Captain Moulton, the bearer ~f this, has. promised ~o
deliver it if he should be taken; If not, he wIll destroy It.
I need hardly recommend him to your protection; the known
humanity of your disposition ma~es ~e cert~in that .he will
meet with every indulgence which IS consistent with the'
general welfare. I beg my most respectful compliments to
your brothers, to Dr. Franklin, to Ric~.ard Henry Lee
myoId and intimate school-fellow, and III general to all
your friends in Virginia, most of whom were formerly my
acquaintance. . .

I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, your most obedient
and most humble servant, A. J. ALEXANDER.

To General Washington.

COLONEL CRAWFORD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Williamsburgh, Seplember 20, 1776.

SIR: I should bave been glad to have the honour of being
with you at New- York, but I am doubtful we shall be in-
volved in an lndian war to the westward, as the Shawnees
and Delawares seem in doubt, and from tbe last accounts
from Fort Pitt, had not met our people (Doctor Walker
and the Commissioners) who were sent to treat with them
from this Government. I should have come to New- York
with those regiments ordered there, but the regiment I be-
long to is ordered to this place. If a war with the westerly
Indians happen, I am to go there. .

I this Spring, before I came f:om over the mou?tams,
called at Simpson's, to see your mIll go lor the first tllne of
its running; and can assure you I tbinl, it the best mill I ever
saw any where, though I think one of a less value would
have done as well. If you remember, you saw some rocks
at the mill-seat; those are as fine mill-stone grit as any in
America. The miHwright told me the stones he got for
your mill there were equal to English burrs. Your land on
Shurlee's Creek is well cultivated, ready to your hand; the
men on it thinking you have no patent for that land, or
that, if you have, that you wiHsell them the land on reason-
able terms.

At our last Convention I mentioned the state of lands,
and the state of tbe claimants in general, and amongst other
circumstances, mentioned the expense you had been at in
having the first improvements on .that lan.d, and then lay-
ing a warrant on them, and notw,thstandmg those persons
WQuldtake it at any rate, upon which an ordinance passed,
that all equitable claims should take place. Some,Iunder-
stand, have sirice been trying to sell their right of your land;
but I have had some advertisements printed and sent up,
forewarning any person to purchase those lands, setting
forth your title.

I have laid the balance of your warrant on fiomeland on
the river that I think will suit, but have not got it run out
to my mind, as there is some dispute, and I believe I shaH
buy them out, if I can reasonable.

Excuse the lenath of this letter. I shaH only add tbat I
wish you to enjoy life, health, and m"ercome all enemies,
and should be bappy to see you once more enjoy yourself
in pleasure at Mount Vernon.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
WM. CRAWFORD.

To His ExcP.llency General Washington, New- York.

Williamsburg, Seplember 20, 1776.

A vessel has arrived at Hampton, with twelve hundred
bushels of salt; and on Thursday one came up to Burwell's
Ferry with a quantity of that useful article, besides rum,
sU<Tar,'Enens, &c. She came from Cape Nicola lVlole, and
brings advice of an insurrection of the lIiTegroes in Jamaica,
on account of the scarcity of provisions. Between sixty
and seventy white people had been killed, numbers of the
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Negroes taken and gibbeted, and martial law proclaimed
through the Island.

His ExceJIency General Lee is expected here daily from
the southward.

.

Last Thursday Captain Theodoric7c Bland's Troop of
Light-Horse arrived in town from Petersburg; and yester-
day arrived, from Gloucester, the Seventh Rerriment of Foot
(late Daingerfield's, now Crawford's) in pla~e of the Fifth:
who, as well as the Fourth and Sixth, are under orders to
proceed to New- York.

COLONEL WRIGHT TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Queen Anne's County, September 20, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: In obedience to a request from the Presi-
dent of the Convention, signified to me by his l~tter of the
8th instant, I i,mmediately wrote to the several Captains,
and C,ommandmg-Officers. where there are no Captains,
requestmg them to call theIr companies together-those on
Kent Island to meet on Monday, and those on the main to
meet on Tuesday, now past. A few days after I had wrote
to the officers on the main, the principal persons in five of
the companies (some of the officers in them excepted) had
8; meeting, and determined to meet on the ~fonday, and not

?n the T'lesr!ay, agreeable to my request. Being in hopes
It would be III my power to remove some prejudices, I de-
sired Majors Hemsley and Emor~ to attend at Kent Island,
(where more than an hundred pl'lvates attended,) and deter-
mined to go myself to the other field, where, after the pri-
vates were drawn up in one line, to the number of sixty or
seventy, Mr. James O'Bryon informed them that the busi-
ness of the day was to choose Field-Officers; that there ,vas
a probability of there being none gratified; that he offered
himself for the first office, and said he demanded it as a mat-
ter of right for two reasons: first, because he was the oldest
officer in the battalion, and, secondly, because he tbouaht
himself as well qualified, if not better, than any otl~er.
Three gentlemen were then named to take the polls. The
number of those wbo voted, I cannot, witb certainty, pre-
tend to say, as I was by the company denied a copy of the
number of votes, but believe it somewhere between fifty and
sixty. However, on the clerks examining their numbers
MI'. James 0' Bryon was declared duly elected Colonel:
Mr. James Bordley Lieutenant-Colonel, Mr. John Dames
First, and Mr. George Hause Second Major.

While the men were standing up, I happened to be in
argument with Mr. Turbutt I¥right, a tbreat was made to
throw us over the fence. I knew it was designed for my-
self.. However, it did not intimidate me fi'om speaking my
sentIments.

It is well known that gentleman has publickly advised
the people not to meet in battalion under any appointment
but their own, and he avowed it in tbe last Convention. It
is said that some of the gentlemen (Delegates from Queen
Anne's County) have wrote over to some of their friends
who have long opposed tbe Convention with regard to thei:
appointments, not only of Field Officers, but other Militia
officers, tbat the Convention is disposed to gratify them in
their own appointments, and that now is tbe time. If tbat
be the case, why does not tbe Convention signify it to us,
or take the commissions from us by commissioning others?
The people have been induced to believe they ouaht not to
submit to any appointments but those made by th~mselves;
so that whenever I have requested a meetina of the bat-
talion, part of tbe officers and five of the co~panies have
met before, and not on the days I appointed. The other
four companies in the Twentieth Battalion have always con-
formed to the regulations of Convention, and, I believe,
approve of the power b.eing lodged in tbat respectable body.

It appears to me needless to attempt, hereafter, to call
the battalion, as some of those who bave received commis-
sions from Convention, as well as otbers, refuse to obey
orders-particularly those voted for and chosen last Mon-
day.

There have been very few applications made to tbe Field
Officers, and as we are of opinion no time was to be de-
layed, if any service was expected this Fall from the com-
pany to be raised in this battalion, we met yesterday and
ha,re recommended; but I am really apprehensi,re tbere will
be great difficulty in armina them, if it is to be done with the
Militia arms. There may °be a few muskets offered for sale,

and I believe but few. As for impressing, which the Con-
vention has given authority for, I shall not cboose by any
means to do it, and believe the other gentlemen will not. I
most heartily wish some mode could be adopted to restore
harmony to this distracted country; but wbich way it can be
effected, I know not. Some are displeased with the Con-
vention or Council of Safety appointing, and others, I be-
lieve, are not.

I have been informed the Convention has adjourned till
Monday week, which is the reason of my giving your Board
the trouble of this; but am determined, if I can make it con-
venient, to attend their next meeting, in hopes that some-
tbing may be done to settle the unhappy disputes.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
TH. WRIGHT.

To tbe President of the Council of Safety, at Annapolis.

CUMBERLAND DUGAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, September 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Having a large quantity of bread belong-
ing to the publick on band already baked, and a vessel to
dispose, that we think must answer your purpose, thouaht it
most proper to advise you thereof. She is a large sch~oner
that will carry about eleven hundred barrels flour, completely
found ready for sea, a good sailer and as tiO"htas a bottle.
The price we ask for her is £850. If she° will any way
suit you, beg you'll advise me immediately for my gov-
ernment, as if she does not answer you, hope very shortly
to dispose,of her to some people of this place. Dare say
tbe quantJt~.of bread we have baked belonging to you,
together wl1h what Mr. Spear has baked for you will
entirely load this vessel, and if immediately Sent out' must
come to a good market almost any where. I, myself. am
just now returned from Boston, where I have been ~n a
visit to my friends there, where I found both bread and flour
very scarce and high; indeed scarcely any to be got; not one
barrel of sweet flour was to be had in the whole town of
Boston, an~ bad as it ,was, ~old quick at four dollars per
hundred weight. I tl1Ink tlns vessel of ours loaded with a
cargo of bread in bulk to go to Boston, must answer well
with a little flour, and for returns could plll'chase best India
goods of any kind very low, as they are falling still lower
every day, from tbe great quantities of prizes that are
constantly coming into them. I was myself for several
days at their publick sales of prize carrroes, where I saw
great quantities of sugars, spirits, rum, c~ffee, cotton &c.
sell very low indeed; or if those articles would not a~swer'
it appears to me there mi.ghta .great deal of money be mad~
on a cargo of salt. I see It sellm Boston at four shillinas per
bushel. by the quantity, and it was thought by most pOeople
there It' would be lower, as a great many of tbeir vessels
were gone after salt, thinking it will be scarce and dear
which is thought there will not be the case; that I reall;
believe salt may be bought as low in Boston as any where
;Vecan safely send for it; as there are many circumstances
m favour of a vessel gettmg there safe, from their good forts
on. Na~tucket and other heig~ts, near, which no King's
shIps wIll dare to come, and theIr coast ISso much of iron-
bound one (so called) that no ship will dare to lay oft'there
this time Qfthe year.

This vessel of ours will carry about four or five thousand
bushels of salt, which would be a very handsome back
fr~igbt, and s~Jeis extremely adapted for the purpose of car-
rymg salt, bemg a very buoyant vessel tbat will not load too
deep. I hope, gentlemen, you wont't imagine I intend to
dictate to you what should be done in those matters, as you
undoubtedly do know much better than I can think or ima-
gine; but several of my friends here advised me to write to
tbis pur~ort, what. I know of these llIat~ers,wbich I hope
you won t take amISS,as so great a quantity of bread being
ready and much in our way, want to make more room &c.
a~d get !t out whi!e the, bay ,is clea~. YOl~rfavourin'g m;
wltb a Ime on thIs subject unmedIately wIll much obliae
me, and if I can in any wise serve you in loading this v:s-
sel, shall be extremely glad of the JilVour,in which hope I
act to your approbation in every respect.

Gentlemen, your most obedient, most humble servant ,
CUMBERLAND DUGAN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.



407 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 408

..

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

GENTLEMEN: The vessel Mr. Dugan mentions in his
letter I know well, and do think she would answer your
purpose either to carry bread or bring salt. She is a good
vessel, and I think a fast sailer. I loaded her once, when
she ha.d a passage of about twenty days from here to Bristol
in England, and I do believe what Mr. Dugan sets forth in
his letter is matter of fact. There is not another vessel in
this place will suit you as well as this. Indeed I believe
there is no.t another you can have here at any rate.

Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

N. B. As to the value of this vessel, leave that to you
and Mr. Dugan, but she is valuable.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War-Office, September 20, 1776.

SIR: This will be handed you by four French gentle-
men, who arrived from JJ[artinique, well recommended, and
they have accordingly been appointed by Congress officers
in the Army. of the United States. The first, Monsieur
Marquis de Malmedy, is appointed Major by brevet. Mon-
sieur Jean Louis Imbert is an Engineer, and goes without
any particular appointment, to be employed in that capa-
city, in order to show to your Excellency his abilities, that
you may judge of his quaJifications. Monsieur Christian de
Colerus, is appointed to the rank and pay of Major by bre-
vet, and Monsieur Jean Louis de Vernt'Jout, is appointed a
Captain by brevet. They fire ordered to wait on you for
directions as to the duty they are to execute.

I have the honour to be, your obedient humble servant,
RICHARD PETERS, Secretary Board of War.

To His Excellency General Washington, &c., &c., Head-
Quarters.

TH. JOHNSON, JR., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, September 20,1776.

GENTLEMEN:I enclose you a letter from Mr. Harrison,
which came under cover, together with a bill of lading for
seventy-four casks of powder, each fifty weight, in the
Nancy, Captain Cirvin, to Messrs. Willing 8r Morris. We
have entrusted the powder into Mr. Hollingsworth's care,
and requested him to forward it to you. The bill of lading
is for the delivery of the goods on payment of £40 5s. in
dollars at7s. 6d., but the owner of the vessel alleges an
agreement with Mr. Harrison thlit the customary freight
should be paid. Nothing of the kind is mentioned in Mr.
Harrison's letter to Willing 8r Morris. Will you be pleased
to write us whether Mr. Harrison has advised you of it,
and what you would have done? The claim is ten per
cent. on the powder, valued at 5s. per pound, which comes
to just double the money mentioned in the bill of lading.

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient
servant T J

' H. ~no~J&
To the Honourable Council of Safety of lUaryland.

}fARYLAND])ELEG_~TES IN CONGRESS TO COUNCIL OF SAFP.'TY.

Philadelphin,Friday, September 20, 1776.

GENTI,EMEN:Captain Watkins waits on you by our
advice with a return of his company, by which it appears
he has now here only thirty-seven effective men, and indeed
several of that number appear to us not reaIly effective.
The men complained of not being furnished with blankets
and clothing according to the engagement made with them,
and from this ground, as Captain Watkins alleges, the
present discontent of the men originated. We have no cer-
tainty of getting the clothing, though our endeavours shall
be continued. The officers have procured the blankets.
Lieutenant Long goes to Worcester to endeavour to get the
deserters to return to their duty, under our assurance, which
we ha\'e presumed to give, that on their immediate return
the past shall be forgiven. Captain Watkins and his men,
we are very sorry to inform you, are on very ill terms.
The Captain has beat some of them. He says he had
great cause; they say he had none. Some of the men
have said nothing shall induce them to continue in the
company under Captain Watkins. .We shall endeavour to
keep the remnant of the men together under the care of the

Third Lieutenant until your orders can interpose; for thougb
an inquiry seems to us to be necessary, it cannot be had
here. If the Independent companies should be regimented,
or even if the soldiers' clothes can be got, perhaps order may
be restored in the company.

We have a letter of the 15th instant /i'Om Captain
Thomas, from whence it appears our sick have not such
care taken of them as tbey ought. We wish, if it is in your
power to send a skillful and attentive person, who should
have the immediate care of the Independent companies, you
would do so. We have requested Doctor Bond to recom-
mend such a one that we may prefer him to Congress for
this purpose; but from the Doctor's answer, we almost
despair of finding a suitable person here.

By a letter from General Washington of the 8th instant,
we had a little brush on Monday, in which the enemy had
about one hundred killed and wounded. Our loss was
considerably less. Report had much exaggerated our
ad\'antage. Major Leitch, of the Virginians, is wounded,
though it is hoped he will recover. Some of Richardson's
and Griffith's battalions were in the action, and behaved
well.

Colonel Richardson told William Paca that he lodged
in the same house as Captain Watkins-that he is addicted
to drink; and his appearance at several times we have seen
him bespeaks it. Perhaps Colonel Richardson would not
choose that what he said should be mentioned to Captain
Watkins.

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
THos. JOHNSON,Jun.,
WM. PACA,
SAM'L CHASE,
T. STONE.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, at An-
napolis.

By a letter this minute received from General Washing-
ton, dated the 19th, we are informed that he expects a
general attack on his lines.

WILLIAM WILLIAMS TO GOVERNOTJRTRUMBULL.
[Private.] Philadelphia, September 20, 1776.

HONOURED AND DEAR SIR: It will undoubtedly be
needless for me to give you any account of the evacuation
of New- York by our army, on Sabbath-day, the 15th--of
most of our heavy cannon falling into the hands of our ene-
mies, &c., as it will be communicated to you by my brother
Commissaries, many ways ere this can reach your hand.
This event, unhappy and distressing as it is, has been fore-
seen and known ever since the quitting of Long-Island, and
had been determined by the General and his Council. Con-
gress had been made fully acquainted with, and assented to it,
as absolutely necessary, and directed that the city should not
be destroyed by us on leaving it. These events, however,
and signal advantages gained by our opposers, and the dis-
tress to which our army and country are and must be sub-
jected in consequence of thein, are loud-speaking testimonies
of the displeasure and anger of Almighty God against a sin-
ful people-louder than sevenfold thunder. Is it possible
that the most obdurate and stupid of the children of America
should not hear and tremble? God has most certainly a
controversy wjth this people, and he is most certainly able
to manage it, and he will accomplish his designs, and bring
us to repentance and reformation, or destroy us. We must
bend 01' break. The ways of his providence are dark and
deep, but they are holy, wise and just, and altogether right,
though our feeble understandings comprehend them not;
and though his chastisements are severe and dreadful, they
are dictated by unbounded wisdom and love. They have
a meaning of awful and kind import: "Turn unto me, for
why will ye die, oh sons of America 1" We have thouaht
God was for us, and had given many and signal instan~es
of His power and mercy in our favQur, and had greatly
frowned upon, and disappointed our enemies, and verily it
has been so. But have we repented, and given him the
glory? Veri1y, no! His hand seems to be turnfJd and
stretched out against us; and strong is his hand, and high is
his right hand. He can and will accomplish all his pleas-
ure. It is God who has blunted the weapons of our war-
fare-that has turned the counsels of wise men into foolish-
ness-that has, thus far, b]asted and disappointed 'our hopes;
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and made us flee before our enemies, ancigiven them pos~
session of our strongholds, Trouble does npt spring O\1tof
the dust, nonise out ofthegrounci.. I have always thought
this was a just and righteous cause in which we are engaged.
I remain unshaken in that Grm persuasion, and that God
would sOOneror later vindic<lte3[)d S\Jpport it. I believe S9
still; but I believe this people must first be brought to know
and admowledge the righteousness of bis judgments, and
their own exceeding sinfulness and guilt, and be deeply
humbled under his mighty hand, and look, and cry to, and
trust in Him, for all their help and salvation, but in the use
and exertion of an the strength he has given us. Surely we
haV!Jseen enough to convince us of all this; and then why
are we not convinced ?~why i3 not every soul hlJmbled
under the JIlighty hand of God, repenting and mQurning
for its sins, and puttjog away the evil of its doings,and
looking to him that smites us, by humble, earnest and fervent
prayer and supplication, day and night? Why are not the
dear childre.n of G9d (smely there are many, through the
scorn and insult of our enemies) besieging the Throne of
Grace, sighing and crying for their own sins and backslidings,
and for all the abominations that are dpne in the land, saying,
"Spare, spare thy people, 0 Lord! and give not thine herit-
age to reproach.. Let not the vine which thy right hand
has planted here be rooted up and destroyed. Let npt thy
churches be wash~d and drowned. Let not virtue and the
remains of religion be borne down \lnd trampled in the dust.
Le.t not thy name be blasphemed, 1101'our insulting, wicked
foes say, Where is your God ?-npr the profane world that
there is no God that rul~s the wodd apd regardeth the rigbt
~that vindicateth the just and righteous CalJSe." I know
that God can vindicate his pwn oam~ and honollr without
our help, and out of the stones raise up children to Abra-
ham; and itis amailing folly and madness tp cry, The temple!
thE:temple of the Lord! and tr\.lstin that wpile we .remain
an incorrigible people. But such things arE;;what Gpd
would have us learn and practise while his judgments are
abmad ill the land, and with suchlike ,arguments fill our
mouths, and pour out our souls befQre,him.. Are any, are
not all .i!JNew-Bngland, especially who have any interest
in Heaven, crying, begging, and entreating for the outpouring
of the blessed spirit of God upon the land? 'Tis a most
grievous and distressing consideration that God is pleased s:o
to withhold the blessed influences and operations thereof,
without which we shall remain stupid forever. Therefore,
with redoubled fervency ofarclellt prayer and supplication,
should every soul that has one spark of heavenly fire, kin(j)e
it tp a fervent heat and expanded blaze. Oh New-England,
ohmy dear native land, how does my soul lpve thee! Be
instructed, therefore, lest God's soul depart from thee-lest
thou be like Chorazinand BethsaidQ, in condemnation as tho,u
hast been in privileges-lest he make thee as Admah, and
set thee as Zeboim. Are the ministers of the Gospel alive
and awake, and li(ting up their voices li.ke a trumpet, and
l5()undingthe alarm pf tbe Almighty's anger and wrath,
ready to break on the defenceless heads of a guilty people?
Are they warning the wicked of their infinite danger, ani-
mating and urging them to consideration? Are they, with
~rdent zeal and fervour, animating and enlivening the lan-
guid graces of the godly, exciting and leading them to
fervent prayer-sighing and crying for their own dissensions
and lukewarmness in religion, and for the sins and iniquities
of the land, praying, begging and entreating with unceasing,
and as it were, resistless importunity, for the copious effusion
of the Blessed Spirit upon all orders and degrees of people,
and refusing to let God go without an answer of peace, and
in "the midst of wrath to remelnbermercy," and not give up
this his heritage to reproach, nor blast the bloQming hopes
and prospects of this infant country, the asylum of liberty
and religio!J ?

Strange that mankind should need such alarmi.ng provi-
dences to produce such ;10 effect. It is no more than to act
like reasonable creatures; to possess a spirit and temper that
will add a thousand-fold sweetness and pleasure to all the
enjoyments of this world; to exchange the slavery of ~he
devil, that accur5ed enemy of our souls, for the service
of God and the liberty of his children; to act justly, to
love mercy, and walk humbly with our God; to answer
the sale end of our creation, to secure a peace here infinitely
better than the world can give, and an eternity of peace
and happiness in the world to came. But still more

strange, if possible, and astpnishing, is it th,,! th~y shol-1'~
disregard the voice of the Most High, remain thoughtl~I!Ji
a[)d stupid under the dreadful tokens of his anger and thfJ

awful judgments of his hand by Sicknesi>and by the sword,
of aur unnatural and enraged enemies, threatening to de-
populate the land and dt'ench th!J plains with the bloo~
of its inhabitants, leaving the weeping widpws, helples:;
orphans, and all that survive the shocking G~rnageand
s\lbsequent massacre, to drag mIt ,their live;; in' w;lnt,
wretchedness and mise/'able bondage, and all this aggra~
vated with the constant prospect of leaving this dre.adf\d
curse entailed OJ) .al,l pQsterity. A .tharough repentilnCfJ
and reformation, witholH ~JJ peradventure, will appease th~
anger af a baly and just God, avert these amazing calami-
ties, secure liberty apd happiness tp this and all s\1<;peeding
ages, and eternal felicity and glory to all the subjects Qf iJ..
Hsuch cansiderations ,and mptives WOl;!'taWilke .3 seriolls
thoughtfulness and attention, I knpw no.t wh:!-t will but the
voice of the archangel and the trt,ll11pof God.

',.

I .aln, honoured and dear sir, mQst affectionately, ya~,
dutiful San and servant, W WM. ILLIAMS.

To Hon. J. Trumbull, Esq., &c.
P. s. You will not think proper.to communicate this leH~.r

to the Assembly. I am an~ious beyond the power of language
to describe of contributing something to the good ands1,\IYil-
tion, temporal and eternal, of my countrymen. (Hope I
have not been totally useless here..) If you should think
this may have any tendency to awake our sleepy people,
and be of no disadvantage, I am willing it should be printecj,
and, fi'om other possible reasons, leaving out such of th~
beginning as may be a clue to gt,less the author Q.!'wher~
he is, and with the description or signature .of a letter from
a gentleman pf Connecticut npw in a distant Cqlony.
May God in great mercy preserve your health and long
continue your valuable and important life! Wi,th kindest
remembrance to my dear wife arid friends, W. W.

MARINE ~OMM.I:rTJ.:,F,: ToCA.PTAlN YOUNG.

September 20, 1176,

SIR: The sloop Independence, of which you are appointed
Commander, being now laden, completely fitted, armed,
victualed, and manned, you are to proceed with said sloop
and cargo for the Island of Martiniro, putting into Fort
Royal or St. Pierre's, jlJSt as the winds and other circum-
st.anceSpoint out for the best. On your arrival at either
place, you must inquire for Mr, William Bingham, O!l.r
resident in that Island. Should he be at the place where
you put in, deliver to him the sundry despatcbes now com-
mitted to your care; should he be at any other part of the
Island, you will send an express to inlarm him of your
at'rival, a.nd that you have such despatches, which you a.re
direpted to deliver into hjs own haI.1ds. He will then repair
to you immediately, and you must comply with his orders
by landing the cargo wherever he may direct. You must
also consult with him, and he advised bylVIr. Bingham in
all things that respect the interest or honour of the United
StQte,si.nthe concerns 9ftheir sloop under your command.
If you put into Fort Royal and Mr. Bingham is not there,
you must wait On the General, and inform him you belonO'
to the Unitfd States of America; ask the liberty of tb:
port, and protection during your stay there. If you put intP
St. Pifrre's, and doo't find Mr. Bingham, wait on the
Governour and Intendant, ob$erving the same conduct. If
Mr. Bingham is present, he will direct what you are to do
on these points. You are tp consider the French, and all
natio.ns but Great Britain, as the fi'iendsof these Unite,d
Statcy, ,and conduct ~ourself towards them accordingly;
and dUrIng your stay III any French ports, be particularly
attentive to the bebaviourand prudent conduct of your
people. You are to receive on board the sloop any arm$
ammunition, or other goods, Mr. Bingham may order~
receive from bim, also, his despatches, and then proce!Jd
back for this port. You are to cpnsidel' that we are
anxious for you to make an expeditious voyage, notwith-
standing which, as you are well arm(~dand manned and
the sloop sails fast, we do not forbid you chasin" such
vessels either going or coming as you think may become
your prize. For this purpose you have a commission'
a bpok cQutain.ing the resQlves of Congress respectin~
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prizes, which you must strictly conform to; and a list
of the Continental agents, to some of whom you must
address any prize you take. Should Mr. Bingham find
it necessal'y to detain you any time, and he and you
should think it advisable to make a short cruise during that
time, we do not forbid it; but take care not to fall into the
enemy's hands. It is an object with us that you should
pick up, and bring home with you, as many seamen as pos-
sible; the more the better; and you may enter all you get
on the same pay and terms of those you carry out. You
must sling our despatches to Mr. Bingham, and on your
return his to us, with a weight sufficient to sink them, and
always keep them ready to be thrown overboard should you
unfortunately be taken; for you must not let these packets
fall into the enemy's hands on any account. You are to
afford relief or assistance to any of the subjects of the United
States that want it, if in your power, unless proof should
appear that they are inimical to their country and its cause.
You are authorized to take, burn, sink, or destroy the vessels
and property of all British subjects, except those' residing
in Bermuda and New-Providence; but we recommend
humanity and politeness to be inseparable companions of
the officers in the Continental service. It is necessary you
should be careful of the sloop, her materials and stores;
diligent in the discharge of your own duty, and careful to
make your officers and men perform theirs; strict in disci-
pline, but attentive to render the service agreeable to a1l
concerned in it. We expect you will be frugal in your
expenses, and on your return furnish us with duplicates of
your log-book and journal, giving, also, a satisfactory account
of your voyage; and when you approach this coast, keep a
good lookout, as you may expect many of the enemy's ships
will be cruising for plunder. If you cannot get in here,
you may push for any of the inlets or other places of safety;
the nearer to this the better.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.

ACT OF NEW-JERSEY.

An Act to render certain Bills of Credit a legal tender
within this State, and to prevent the Counterfeiting of
the same and other Bills of Credit.
Whereas sundry disaffected persons have refused to take

in payment the Bills of Credit emitted by the Continental
Congress, and also the Bills of Credit emitted by the late
Congress or Convention of this State; and whereas it is
expedient that the said bills, and also the Bills of Credit
lately issued on loan in this State, should be a legal ten-
der:

1. Be it therefore enacted, by the Council and General As-
sembly of the State of New-Jersey, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, That the Bills of Credit emit-
ted and made current by the Continental Congress, the Bills
of Credit emitted and made current by the Congress or Con-
vention of this State, and the Bills of Credit iS3ued011loan
by virtue of an act of the Legislature of New-Jersey, made
and passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-lour, intituled, "An act for striking one
hundred thousand Pounds in Bills of Credit, and directing
the mode for sinking the same," shall be, and they and
each of them are hereby, declared to be a legal tender for
the payment of money; and if any person or personsifrom
and after the publication hereof, sha1l refuse to take any of
the Bills of Credit when the same shall be properly tendered
in payment of any debt or demand whatsoever, (provided
the whole of such debt or demand be so tendered,) he, she,
or they, so refusing, shall be fOI'e\'erbarred from sueing for
or recm.ering the same in any court in this State; and if any
suit or suits shall be commenced for such debt or demand
after tender and refusal as aforesaid, the defendant may
plead payment, and give this act and the special matter in
evidence.

2. And whereas it is necessary that the counterfeiting of
the Bills of Credit, made current by publick authority,
should be prevented, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That all a.nd every person and persons who, from and after
the publication hereof, shall counterfeit or alter any of the
aforesaid Bills of Credit by this act made a legal tender, or
any of the Biils of Credit emitted and made current by
any of the' Assemblies, Conventions, or Congresses of any
of the United States of North America, or utter any bill or

bills so counterfeited or altered, knowing the same to be so
cOl\llterfeited or altered as aforesaid, and be duly convicted
thereof, sha1l be adjudged guilty of felony, and be punished
with death in like manner as persons convicted of counter-
feiting or altering the former Bills of Credit of this State,
and knowingly uttering the same, might or should have
been.

Passed at Princeton, the 20th of September, 1776.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, September 20, 1776.

SIR: I have been honoured with your favour of the 16th,
with its enclosures. To prevent the injury and abuses which
would arise from the Militia and other troops carrying away
ammunition and Continental property, I have published
the substance of the resolves upon the subject in general
orders.

Since my letter of yesterday, nothing of importance has
cast up. The enemy are forming a large and extensive
intrenchment in the Plains mentioned in my last, and are
busily employed in transporting their cannon and stores
from Long-Island. As they advance them this way, we
may reasonably expect their operations will not long be
deferred.

Enclosed are sundry letters, &c., to which Congress will
be pleased to pay such regard as they may think them
deserving of. The letter from Monsieur Devouroney carne
open under cover of one to me. Those from Colonel
Hand and Colonel Ward contain a list of vacancies in their
regiments, and of the persons they esteem proper to fill
them. The former I believe returned no list before. The
latter says he never got any commissions. Generals Howe's
and Erskine's proclamations show the measures that have
been pursued to force and seduce the inhabitants of LonfJ-
Lland from their a1legiance to the States, and to assist In
their destruction.

'

,

As the period will soon arrive when the troops composing
the present army (a few excepted) will be disbanded ac-
cording to the tenour of their inlistments, and the most fatal
consequences may ensue, if a suitable and timely provision
is not made in this instance, I take the libertv of sU!rlYest-.

C I
J =mg to ongress, not on y the expediency, but the absolute

necessity there is, that their earliest attention should be had
to this subject. In respect to the time that troops should
be engaged for, I have frequently given my sentiments; nor
have I omitted to express my opinion of the difficulties that
will attend raising them, nor of the impracticability of
effecting it without the allowance of a large and extraor-
dinary bounty. It is a melancholy and painful considera-
tion to those who are concerned in the work and have the
command, to be forming armies constantly, and to be left by
troops just when they begin to deserve the name, or perhaps
at the moment when an important blow is expected. This,
I am informed, will be the case at Ticonderoga with part of
the troops there, unless some system is immediately come
into by which they can be induced to stay. General
Schuyler tells me, in a letter received yesterday, that De
Haas's, j}[axwelr.~, and Winds's regiments stand engaged
only till the beginning of next month, and that the men, he
is fearful, will not remain longer than the time of their in-
listments.

I would also beg leave to mention to Congress that the
season is fast approaching when clothes of every kind will
be wanted for the army. Their distress is already great,
and will be increased as the weather becomes more severe.
Our situation is now bad, but is much better than the Militia
that are coming to join us from the 'States of the ...'t[assa-
chusetts-Bayand Connecticut, in consequence of the requisi-
tion of Congress. They, I am informed, have not a sin,de
tent or a necessary of any kind, nor can I conceive h~\v
it will be possible to support them. These circumstances
are extremely alarming, and oblige me to wish Congress to
have all the tents, clothing of every kind, and camp neces-
saries, provided and forwarded that are to be procured.
These Eastern reinforcements have not a single necessary,
not a pan or a kettle, in which we are now greatly deficient.
It is with reluctance tbat I trouble Congress with these
matters, but to whom can I resort for relief unless to them?
The necessity, therefore, which urges the application will
excuse it, I am persuaded.
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I have not been able to transmit Congress a general re-
turn of the army this week, owing to the peculiar situasion
of our affairs, and the great shifting and changing among
the troops. As soon as I can procure one, a copy shall be
forwarded to Congress.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of respect,
sir, your most obedient servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. September 21st, 1776.-Things with us remain in
the situation they were yesterday.

Westchester, August 14, 1776.

SIR: I take the liberty to request that when you next
write to Congress, you may be pleased to recommend the
appointment of a Major to my regiment. As I learn that
Congress have an objection to the advancement of my
oldest Captain, I can't think myself at liberty to recommend
any. The annexed gives your Excellency the names and
rank of the Captains; one of them I hope will be pro-

moted: Robert Clugrrge, Matthew Smith, James Ross,
Henry Millen, Charles Craig, James Grier, Dat,id Harris,
James Parr, James Hamilton.

I beg your Excellency may please to appoint Third
Lieutenant John Dick to be Second Lieutenant, vice Jacob
Zank, who has resigned since the last promotion, and Robert
Cunningham to be Third Lieutenant, vice John Dick.

If the Major be appointed from my Captains, I beg leave
to recommend the following promotions in consequence,
VIZ:

First Lieutenant John Holliday, to be Captain; Second
Lieutenant, William Wilson, to be First Lientenant; Third
Lieutenant, John Dougherty, to be Second Lieutenant, and
Benjamin Lion to be Third Lieutena,nt.

I wish to remind your Excellency that Lieutenant Francis,
of my regiment, is still in arrest for associating and drinking
to excess with the soldiers of the regiment.

I am, sir, with much respect, your Excellency's most
boedient, humble servant, E 11DWARD . AND.

To the Commander-in-Chief.

A Return of the Names of those recommended to fill np the Vacancies in the Twenty-First Regiment nnder my command,
and the date of said recommendationsor engaging, who have not had Commissions in said Regiment, ~c.

JtI arms of those that were

I

and are recDmmended to
fill up vacancies.

For a Ca~tain Ephra.im Bu.rr .In th.e roo,!! of Captain Hubbard, deceased, engaged .aprill, 1776. .
For a MaJor.. . . . . .. .. . Captain JosIah Fay.. . . . PublIshed In general orders to do ,he duty of Major, Jum 30th. Died .august 8, 1776.

For a Captain... . . .. . . . Ebenezer Clcavland.. .
Who was First Lieutenant in Fay's Company, was recommended as Captain in the room

of the late MaJor Fay, deceased, July 12, 1776.

For a First Lieutenant.. Baxter How W:ho ~as Second Lieutenant in said Fay's Company, was .recommended as First Lieutenant
In saId Company, July 12, 1776. ., .

For a Second Lieutenant Jonathan Champney.. WY:ZyW{2', ~~~;r.n
In saId Company, wa.s recommended as Second Lieutenant In said Company,

For an Ensl
'
gn Jonas Snow \ Who was Orderly Sergeant in sllid Company, was recommended in said Company as Ensign,~ July 12, 1776.

For an Ens ign Caleb Noble \ Who was Orderly Sergeant in Captain Bartlett's Company, was recommended as Ensign in~ said Company, July 20,1776.

For a Major Captain James Mellen

!

PU
d
blished

d
in general orders to do duty of Major, .august 15th, in room of the late Major FII!f'

ecease .
For a Captal

'
n . Nahum Ward Who was First Lieutenant in said Mellen's Company, is recommended as Captain in room ofMajor Mellen, September 11, 1776.

For a First Lieutenant.. Samuel Shelden ! W:ho ~as Second Lieutenant in said Mellen's Company, is recommended as First Lieutenant
In said Company, September 11, 1776.

For a Second Lieutenant Samuel Clomin
Who was Ensign in said Company, is recommended as a Second Lieutenant in said Mellen',

Company, September 11,1776.

ForanEnsign.... . . . . .JosephFreeland.... . .
~

W;e~t~~:e~ftrir7~~rgeant
in said Company, is recommended as Ensign to said Company,

For a Chaplain. . . . . .. .. Ebenezer Cleavland.. . . . Joined January 1, 1776.
For a Surgeon-Mate Israel Whiting Joined July 1,1776.
For a Chief Surgeon. . .. Elihu W rig"!.. .. . . . . .. Engaged .august 1, 1776.

N. B. I doubt not but the above, if duly commissioned, will behave well, as their experience and former good
behaviour indicate the same.

So I am, with due submission, your Excellency's most devoted, humble servant,
To His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army.

If it's agreeable, 1 desire the persons recommended in the within for Captains and subalterns may be appointed, in
.orders, to do duty in said stations, as recommended.

V ACANCIEi.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head.Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 19, 1776.
(Parole, Hancock.) (Countersign, Warren.)

The Companies from Maryland, under the command of
Major Price, are to join Colonel Smallwood's Battalion and
General McDougall's Brigade; and it is expected that the
commanding officer of every corps will, together with all
the officers therein, exert themselves in seeing good order
and discipline observed. They are to consider that it is
the duty of a good officer to see, or at least to know, that
orders are executed, and not to content themselves with
being the mere vehicles through which they are conveyed
to the men. Weare now arrived at an important crisis,
which calls loudly for the zeal and a.ctivity of the best of
officers. We see, we know, that the enemy are exerting
every nerve, not only by the force of arms, but the practices
of every art, to accomplish their purposes; and that among
other pieces of policy, which is also founded on justice, we
find them exceeding careful to restrain every kind of abuse
of private property, whilst the abandoned and profligate
part of our own army, countenanced by a few officers, who
are lost to every sense of honour and virtue, as well as their
country's good, are by rapine and plunder spreading ruin
and terrour wherever they go; thereby making themselves
infinitely more to be dreaded than the common enemy they
are come_to oppose; at the same time that it exposes men

THE RANK THEY HAVE SUSTAINED.

J. WARD, Colonel.

who are strolling about after plunder, to be surprised and
taken. The General, therefore, hopes it will be unnecessary
on any future occasion, for him to repeat the orders of
yesterday, with respect to this matter, as he is determined
to show no favour to officer or soldier who shall offend
herein, but punish without exception every person who
shall be found guilty of this most abominable practice, which,
if continued, must prove the destruction of any army on
earth.

That .the men may be acquainted with the orders relative
to plundering as well as others, the neglect of which will
incur blame or puishment, the General directs and positively
orders, that every commanding officer of a corps takes
special care that the orders are regularly read to the men
every day.

General Nixon, with his brigade, is to remove over to the
Jersey, aud will receive his orders f!'OmGeneral Greene,
with respect to his encamping, &c. Such men of his bri-
gade as are now on duty must be relieved.

The picket guards which are to occupy the outposts most
advanced to the enemy, are to consist of eight hundred men,
officered with two Colonels, two Lieutenant-Colonels, two
Majors and Captains, and subalterns in proportion. They
are to be furnished by detachment from the several brigades
below King's Bridge, and so every day till .further or-
ders.
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Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 20, 1776,
{Parole,Spain,) (UOnnlersign,FTNne..)

As many of the Regiments that came last from New-
York have lost their tents and cooking utensils, (not from
ahy default of their oWn, but want of teams and vessels to
bring them off in time,) by which means one part of the
army are greatly distressed, whilst the other part are com-
foaably supplied, the General earnestly advises and directs
the Colonels and commanding officers of such corps as
have not suffered, to store their men thicker in their tents,
and lend all they can spare to their suffering fellow-soldiers,
till such time as others can be provided. The tents, &c.,
are to be SetH to General Spencer's, at Mr. Kortright's
house, who will cause them to be delivered to the regiments
standing most it! need of them, which regiments ate to be
answerahle fOt.them when called for.

The General hopes that so]diers fighting in such a cause
as (Jurs,wHl not be discouraged by any difficulties that may
offer; and informs them that the grounds he now possesses
are to be defended at all events. Any officer or soldier,
therefore, who, upon the approach or attack of the enemy's
forces, by land or water, presumes to turn his back and
flee, shall be instantly shot down, and all good officers are
hereby authorized and required to see this done, that the
brave and gallant part of the army may not fall a sacrifice
to the base and cowardly part, or share their disgrace in a
cowardly and unmanly retreat. The Heights we are now
upon may be defended against double the force we have to
contend with, and the whole Continent expects it of us.
But that we may assist the natural strength of the ground
as much as possible, and make our posts more secure, the
General most earnestly recommends it to the commanding
officersof every brigade and regiment to turn out every man
they have off duty for fatigue, and apply to Colonel Put-
nam for tools and directions where and how to work. This
measure is also earnestly recommended to the men, as it
will tend greatly to their own security and ease, as the
guards will be lessened in proportion as the grounds get
strengthened. .

,

General Greene is to appoint some careful officer at Bur-
dett's Ferry to examine passengers, and see that none come
over but such as have proper passes. General Mifflin is to
do the same on this side, to prevent disaffected or suspected
persons from passing. If Captain Johnson and the other
gentlemen who were employed in this business at New-
York, incline to engage in it again, they are to have the
preference given them.

The Colonels or commanding officers of the Militia regi-
ments now in the service, may make out their pay abstracts,
in order to receive payment; they will be particularly at-
tentive in doing it, as the disorderly manner in which many
of those men have left the service, will require the utmost
care to prevent impositions on the publick. And the Con-
gress have resolved, that all Continental troops and the
Militia going home from service, shall restore all Continental
arms and other ptoperty, and also all ammunition remaining
in their possessionat the time of their being about to return,
Or to have the value of. it deducted.

The guards will be relieved at four o'clock this afternoon,
after which they are to be relieved constantly and regularly
at nine o'clock every day.

The General desires that the Brigade Majors may attend
hIm precise]y at seven o'clock to-morrow morning, and ac-
count for the remissness in their several departments, as he
is determined to put up with no more negligence in office.
He expects the punctual attendance of the whole.

General Wadsworth must look out a good person to do
the duty of his brigade. '

Commanding and other officers of regiments, are to col-
lect the horses straying about their encampments, and send
them to the Quartermaster-General, or one of his deputies;
the uses these horses may answer when properly employed,
win be an inducement to every officer to eXert himself.

The officers of the guard at King's Bridge to be careful
that no soldiers take horses over the bridge, though such
!mldiershou]d have a common pass. Every person riding
without a saddle, is to be immediately taken up, and the
horse sent to the Quartermaster, till released by further or-
ders.

The scarcity of fodder makes it neces~ary that no horses
should come into camp but what belong to the army. All

visitants, therefore, are to leave their horgeS beyond the
bridge, unless they obtained a special order from some
General officer, or commandant of a brigade.

General Beall, Brigadier of the day, to meet the guards
at four o'clock, on the parade, and report immcdiately what
Brigade Major fails of bringing his proportion of guards at
the time.

GENERAL W AslIINGTON 1'0 GOVElnmUR TliumJULt..

Head-Quarters, Heights or Harlem, September 20,1776.

SIR: Having received authentick advice fi'om Long-
Island that the enemy are recruiting a great number of men
with much success, and collecting large quantities of stock
throughout the island, for their support, I have directed
Brigadier-General Clinton forthwith to repair to Fairfie1il,
to meet General Lincoln on his march hither, with a part
of the troops lately voted by the Massachusetts State to
r~i~force this ~rmy,in order to concert with him an expe-
dItIOnto the Island, to check and suppress, if possible, a
practice so injurious and detrimental to our cause.

Those gentlemen will wait on you for your advice in
the matter, if time and the situation of thin!!Swill admit of. 0

it, and with a view of obtaining such aid as you and they
may judge necessary to facilitate the enterprise. However,
if it should not be in their power personally to attend you
I must take the liberty of requesting your good offices upo~
the occasion, and that you will afford them every assistance
!hat you conveniently can, and which they require, either
IIImen, vessels, &c., for carrying their scheme into execu-
tion.

It is absolutely necessary that the measures of the enemy
should be effectually counteracted in this instance, or in a
little time they will levy no inconsiderable army of our own
people. The influence of their money and their artifices
has already passed the Sound, and several have been
detected of late, who had inlisted to serve under their ban-
ner, and the particular command of Major Ragers.

Being in haste, I have not time to add more than that I
have the fullest confidence that your favour will not be
wanting in this instance, and that [ have the honour to be,
with regard and esteem, G WO. ASHINGTON.

GENERAL WA,nIINGTON TO GENERAL 'SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, Colonel Roger Morris's, ten miles from ~
New-York, September20,1776. 5

SIR: I have your several favoursof the 9th, 12th, and
16th instant, with their e~closures. I am particularly
happy to find, by the COpieSof General Arnold's and
Colonel Dayton's letters, that your apprehensions of an
Indian war in your quarter have entirely vanished, and
that you have disbanded the Militia i11consequence.

I clearly see, and have severely felt, the ill effects of
short inlistments, and have repeatedly given Congress my
sentiments thereon. I believe they are by this time con-
vinced that there is no opposing a standing, well-disciplined
army but by one upon the same plan; and I hope, if this
campaign does not put an end to this contest, they will put
the army upon a different footing than what it has hereto-
fore been. I shall take care to remind them that the terms
for which De Haas's, ltlaxweZfs, and Winds's regiments
inlisted, expire the beginning of October; but if they have
npt already thought of taking some steps to secure them a
while longer, it will be too late, except the officers will
exert themselves in prevailing on the men to stay until their
places can be supplied by some means or other. If the
officel'sare spirited and well inclined, they may lead their
men as they please.

I removed my quarters to this place on Sunday last, it
having been previollsJydetermined, by a Council of General
Officers, on the preceding Thursday, to evacuate New-
York. The reasons that principally weighed with them
were, that from every information, and every movement of
the enemy, it was clear that their attack was not meditated
against the city; their intent evidently was, to throw their
whole army between part of ours in New- York and its
environs, and the remainder about King's Bridge, and
thereby cut off our communication with each other and
with the country. Indeed, their operations on Sunday
last, fully satisfied the opinion of the Council, and the steps
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&solutions enclosed in the Letter from the Convention of the
State of NEW-YORK.

[Read September 27, 1776. Referred to Mr. McKean, Mr. Rutledge,
Mr. Hooper,]

In Convention of the Representatives orthe State of New-York, {
Fishkill, September 20, 1776. 5

The Committee appointed to "examine into and report
the present state of the Treasury, the progress which has
been made in emitting £QOO,OOO to, suppJy the exigen~ies
of the State agreeable to a resolution of the Convention
passed on the 13th day of August last, the obstructions
which have prevented the settlement of the publick accounts
of this State against tbe Continent, and further means for the
immediate supplying the Treasury with money," delivered
in their report, which was read, and is in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

~Your Committee do report that they have according to
order considered the several matters submitted to their exam-
ination; that the Treasury is exhausted, as appears by the
account No.1, being a general state of receipts and pay-
ments of the Treasury down to the 17th instant, and that
the most speedy and effectual means ought to be adopted to
supply the Treasury with money that the publick credit
may be supported, and the heavy expenses to which this
State must unavoidably be exposed in its present critical and
dangerous situation be provided for; that by reason of the
evacuation of the metropolis, tbe loss of the paper-mills
the dispersions of the printers, as well as the gentleme~
entrusted to procure the plates, superintend the press, and
sign the bills of credit directed to be emitted, there cannot
be the least prospect of supp]ying the Treasury from the
intended emission so as to answer the exigencies of the State'
that the Committee have examined iuto the measures which
have been pursued for adjusting the publick accounts of this
State against the Continent, and for that purpose have been
attended by the Deputy Treasurer, to whose state of facts
mentioned in the paper No. Q, tbey refer, and Ii'om which i~
appears tbat several of the persons named in the list deli-
vered in by the Deputy r:J;'reasurer on the 17th instant, who
have been entrusted with publick money have, tbouah called
upon, neglected to settle tbeir accounts with the "'Auditor-

. General of this State, which puttinO' it out of his power
NEW-YORKCONVENTIONTO THE PRESIDENTOF'CONGRESS. precisely to ascertain how much of ~he moneys have been

[ReadSeptember27.,1776.] applied for Continental services, and how much for the more
. FJshkl~!,September20, 1776. immediate purposes of this State, hath hitherto proved' an

SIR: I am directed by the Convention of the Represent- insurmountable obstruction to the adjustmentof the publick
FIFTH SERIES.-VOL. II. 27

taken in consequence; for on that morning they began their
landinO' at Turtle Ba y , and continued to thlOw over greato u ,
numbers of men from Long-Island, and from lfLontresors
and Buchanan's Islands, on which they had previously
lodged them. As we had exerted' ourselves in removing
our sick and stores of every kind, after ihe measure of
abandoning had been determined UpO'l, very few things,
and, but three or four men, fell into the enemy's hands.

On Monday last, we had a pretty sharp skirmish between
two battalions of Light Infantry and Highlanders and three
companies of Hessian Riflemen, commanded by Brigadier
Leslie, and detachments from our army, under the command
of Lieutenant-Colonel Knowlton, of Connecticut, and lVIajor
Leitch, of Virginia. The Colonel received a mortal
wound, and the Major three balls through his body, but he
is likely to do well. Their parties behaved with great
bravery, and being supported with fresh troops, beat the
enemy fairly from the field. Our loss, except in that of
ColonelKnowlton, a most valuable and gallant officer, is
inconsiderab]e-that of the enemy, from accounts, between
eighty and one hundred wounded, and fifteen or twenty
killed. This little advantage has inspirited our troops pro-
digiously; they find that it only requires resolution and good
officers to make an enemy (that they stood in too much
dread of) give way.

The British army lies encamped about two miles below
us; they are busy in bringing over their cannon and stores
from Long-Island, and we are putting ourselves in the bes..
posture of defence that time and circumstances win
admit of.

I enclose you copies of several resolutions of Congress,
respecting the Northern army, &c., not knowing whether
they have yet been transmitted to you. I received Captain
Varick's resignation, which shall be forwarded to Congress
this day.

I am, sir, &c., Go. W ~SH1NGTON.
To Major-General &huyler, Northern Department.

COLONEL REED TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Camp at King's Bridge, September 20, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, 1\11'.Bartholomew Van Heer, has been
mentioned to the General as a person who may render the
publick some service. He desires an opportunity of pre-
senting himself and producing his cectificates. I have his
Excellency's directions to forward him to you for that pur-
pose; and am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most
obedient, and very humbleservant,

J os. REED.
To the Honourable President of Congress.

JOSEPH TRUMBULl, TO GENERAL GATES.

King's Bridge, September 20, 1776.
My DEAR GENERAL: This will be delivered you by Mr.

Yancey, who I have appointed to Mr. Avery's place. He
and Mr. Avery will apply to you, and show their warrants
and orders, and I must beg your kind aid, assistance,and
directions. And whatever cash Mr. Yancey wants, and
you give him warrants (or on the Paymaster, I shall hold
myself accountable for the disposition of by him, for use of
the army.

I find by a letter from Mr. Gerry, that General &huy-
ler is about to resign. I congratulate you and myself
thereon. .Also that Congress is about to raise eighty-eight
full battalions, for next year, the officers to have gratuities
in land, and the men who engage for the war twenty dollars
and one hundred acres of land at the close, and same wages.

We have nothing since I wrote my brother, which he
will receive and show you, before you receive this. I think
we shall keep them at bay, now we are away from their
shifs.

am, dear General, your most humble serrant,
J os. TRUJlffiULL.

To Major-General Gates.

atives of this State to enclose to Congress resolutions of the
Convention, requesting the advance of a sum of money to
enable them to pursue their exertions in the present exi-
gencies of this State, and earnestly to request a speedy
consideration thereof. From the papers attending tbe reso-
lutions, it will appear that a large balance is due to this
State from the Continent, which will no doubt have due
weight at this distressing period.

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, sir, your most
obedient, humble servant,

AB'M YATES, Jun., President.

To the Hon. John Hancock.

NEW-YORK CONVENTroN TO THEIR DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.
Fishkill, September 20,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Convention have much at heart the
subject of the enclosed resolutions, and have directed me
to recommend them to your particular attention. They are
persuaded that General &huyler's resignation will not only
be highly prejudicial to the common cause of America, by
the loss of an able and vigilant officer, singu]arly qualified
for the command he now fills, but will be productive of
internal jealousy and discontent at a period when union and
harllJony are necessary for our preservation.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servanT , Y .,

AB MATES, Jun., Preszdent.

To the Honourable the Delegates of the State of New-York
in Congress, at Philadelphia.

P. S. I am directed to add that the Convention have

received no answer to their last letter. They would wish
to hear from you on the matter contained in that and this
letter as soon as possible.
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accounts of the State against the Continent; that neverthe-.
less, from an estimate made by the Deputy Treasurer, con-
tained in the paper NQ. 3, which is herewith presented, it
appears, and your Committee are satisfied that upwards of
sixty-two thousand dollars are due from the United States
to the State of New- York; Whereupon your Committee
have agreed to the following resolutions:

Resolved, 1st, That it is the opinion of this Committee,
that the Auditor-General be directed to use all possible dili-
gence in completing the settlement of the pl1blick accounts
of this State with the United States, and procuring the neces-
sary vouchers, in order that the said accounts and vouchers
may, without further delay, be transmitted to the Treasury
office of the United States at Philadelphia, there to be
finally settled and passed, and to remove the impediment
which hath hitherto retarded the settlement of the said
accounts.

Resolved, 2dly, That in the opinionof this Committee,
such of the persons named in the said list who have been
entrusted with the publick money and have neglected to
produce their accounts and vouchers to the Auditor-General
of this State be, and they hereby are, enjoined, on pain of
incurring the displeasure of this Convention, to attend the
said Auditor-General at the Fishkills, with the respective
accounts and vouchers, as soon as possible after receiving
notice for that purpose from the said Auditor-General.

Resolved,3dly, That it is the opinion of this Committee,
that the honourable Congress of the United States be re-
quested to advance to this State one hundred thousand
dollars in consideration of the vast expense to which we are
exposed, and the impracticability, for the reasons herein set
forth, of emitting bills of credit with a despatch suitable to
the urgency of our publick affairs and the calamitous circum-
stances into which we are involved; that in case this l'equi-
sition shall be complied with, the Convention do pledge this
State to be accountable for the sum so to be advanced, de-
daring that the receipt of the Delegates of this State, or
either of them, shall be a sufficient voucher for the same,
and directing the said Delegates to forward the money as
expeditiously as possible.

Resolved, 4th]y, As the opinionof this Committee,that
if it shall be inconvenient to the United States to advance
to this State the sum specified in the before-mentioned re-
quisition, that then the honourable Congress be, and are
hereby, requested to advance to this State the sum of sixty
thousand dollars on account of the balance due from the
Continent to this State-this Committee being of opinion
opon the best evidence they have been able to procure, that
at least that sum must be due fi'omthe ,United States to this
State.

The said Report being again read by paragraphs, was
agreedto: Thereupon, -

Resolved, unanimously, That this Convention agree with
their Committee in the said Report.

Ordered, Tbat a copy of the sairl Report be immediately
transmitted by the President of this Convention to the Pres-
ident of the honourable Continental Congress, and that a
copy be also transmitted to the Delegates of this State at
the Continental Congress.

Extract from the Minutes:
ROBERT BENSON, Secretary.

[No.1.]

The State of NEW-YORKin Account Current with P. V.
B. LIVINGSTON,Treasurer;

DR.
To Cash paid sundry persons between the 31st day of May,

1775, and the 30th day of April, 1776, as per partic#
ular account, - £ 159,865 15 O~

To ditto paid ditto between the 1st day
of May, 1776, and tbe 17th day of
September following,as per account of
particulars drawn out and ready to be
Produced - - - - -, .

To balance due the State, .
89,469 7 I~

29 10 11
£246,364 13 1

CR.
By. sundry sums of money received for account of this State

between the 31st day of May, 1775, and the 30th day

of April, 17.76, as per account, - £161,8230309
By ditto received between the 1st day

of May, 1776, and the 17th day of
Septert.~berfollowing, as per particular
account,

.
84,541 0904

£246,364 13 01

Errours excepted.

Fisl1kill, September n. 1;76.

For P. V. B. Livingston.
GERRARD BANCKER.

[No.2. ]
On the 11th March, 1776, the Convention of this Stat~

appointed a Committee, viz: Mr. Van Zandt, Captaiu
Denning, Mr. Beekman, Colonel Brasher, and Mr. Sands
to examine the Treasurer's accounts, and 10 point out what
part of the charges therein were to be considered as Conti-
nental, and what Provincia]. A fair copy of the Continental
account as stated by them, Was prepared by the Auditors' I
clerk.

In May last, the Auditors, viz: Messrs. Van Zandt,
Bancker, Beekman, Sands, and Denning, continued this
account down to the 30th of April last. It was after-
wards examined by some of the New- York members of the
Continental Congress, and then taken to the Convention of
this State, where it underwent several alterations, in which
state it is now fair copied. Many accounts being not then
come in, the Auditors deferred sending it to Philadelphia
~Il some of the principal ones could be procured, and many
letters were wrote for that purpose.

Nothing more was done with the Continental account till
the Auditor-General was appointed the latter end of July
last, when he came to the Plains to endeavour to continue it
down to that time, but the number of outstanding accounts
w~s so increased by the great sums of money that had been
paId out there by order of the Convention, on account of
the services to be performed, as to induce him to defer the
completion of it till they could be got in, several of which
accounts he procured abroad, and left orders for writinIYto
many persons who had neglected sending in theirs, which
letters have accordingly been wrote, and copies of some of
them sent, and though the number of outstandinlYaccounts
is greatly diminished, there are stiIJ many to be broulYhtin
as pel' the annexed list, amounting to about forty th~usanJ
pounds.

G. BANCKER.
FJsl1kill, September 18, 1776.

[No.3.]
The CONTINENTALCONGRESSin Account Current with the

State O/NEw-YoRK:
DR. .

1776, April 30. To amount of an account as prepared by
the Auditors up to this date, - £102,666 15 lIt

To amount of expenses accrued in
this State since that time, being
£86,469, about three-fifths of
which (according to the estimate
of the Treasury) will be Conti-
nental, - 51,881 8 0

£154,548 3 1151

CR.
By cash received by Mr. Joseph Hal-

£ 70,000 0 0

20,000 0 0

1775, August :23.
let,

1776, January 12. By cash received
by Messrs. Palmer, &c.,

March 8. By cash received by Mr.
Francis Lewis, - - _ _ _

July 12. By cash received on a war-
rant from his Excellency General
TVashington, - - _ _" _ _

By balance due this State, -

18,800 0 0

20,000 0 0
25,7483 Hi

£ 1154,5483 11i
Fisl1kill, September 18, 1776.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, September 20, 1776.
DEAR Sm: Since my last of yesterday, I ha ve recei ved

sundry papf:;rs fi.om General Gates, copies of all which I do
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myself the honour to enclose. I have meJlltionedto Con-
gress that I had sent them to your Excellency.

I am, dear sir, respectfully your Ex.cellency's most obe-
dient, humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
TQ His Bxcellency General Washington.

GENERAL GATES TO MAJOR HOISINGTON.

Tyonderoga, September 20, 1776.

SIR: I received yourlBtter of the 14th instant from New.-
bury by Captain Wait. Until you sent me .the o.~ers of
the Convention of New- York, I was unacqualUted with the
nature of your enga<Tement,and the services expected from
the men placed u;der your command. You will now
exactly observe the orders you have received from the C~n-
vention, sending a return once a fortnight of the comp.a~les
raised, and the stations they are posted at. . As t? ~SSIStlUg
Colonel Barrett upon the new road and IU bUlldmg the
bridge over Otter Creek, I fancy that is sufficiently pro-
vided for, as I have seot a large detachment from hence
to aid the Colonel iQforwarding those works. In case of
general alarm, you will hold all the companies under your
command in readiness to march hither.

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, .
Ho. GATES.

To Major Hoiszngto'lZ.

.
I have wrote to Major Badlam for a few things. I pre-

sume he will send them.
I am, sir, with great respect, yoUr most humble servant,

. THos. HARTLEY.
To General Gates.

GO'tERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASRINGTON.

Lebanon, September 20. 177&.

SIR: Since the receipt of your favour of the 9th .inst~nt,
oUr nine regiments of Foot under command of Bflgadler-
General Saltonstall, and two regiments of horse under the
command of Major Backus ha~e begun their march, with
orders to rendezvous at or near West-Chester, and there to
attend your orders, and trust that many of them are arrived
there as the rest will soon.

It gives me great concern to learn that so many of our
Militia have refused to submit to proper discipline, and that
such numbers have deserted as to reduce those that remain
to about two thousand. 'Tis certain that by their absence
they were great sufferers in point of interest, yet this is far
from justifying their desertion, which ought not to pass un-
noticed. I must therefore entreat your ExcelJency, as soon
as it can be conveniently done, to order returns to be mad~
of all such deserters, and communicate them to me, that
proper measure.~may be taken with them, either by return-
ing them to their corps, mulcting them of their wages, or
otherwise. If the Militia may desert with impunity, there
is an end of their usefulness.
To His Ex.cellency General Washington.COLONEL UARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, September 20,1776

HONOUREDSIR: I arrived here yesterday afternoon, found
all my people in tolerably good spirits, but many of them CONNECTICUTCOUNCILOF SAFETY.

.unwell; those that will not be fit for duty in a month, I send At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
on to Fort George. . Connecticut, held in Lebanon, on the 20th day of September,

Ludwick Potier, a German, who had been taken pnsoner 1776, .'
by the Indians and carried to ltlontreal, has given me the ~

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
following intelligence, which perhaps may be of some con- Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
sequence:

. Titus Hosmer, Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Esquires.
The Indians took him by the Isle Noix and St. John's. Voted, To allow Mr. Elkanah Tisdale fOt"his service in

At the firstplace,he saw about threehundredRegularsand procuring Hospitals for sick soldiers returningfrom New-
a dozen Canadians, with two pieces of artillery. The York, six shillings per diem, with his expenses and horse
Canadians were employed in cleansing the ditches. When hire.
he arrived at St. John's he saw a sloop and schooner on the Voted, That an Account now exhibited by Noadiah
stocks, besides seven gondolas; he supposes there were about Hubbard, of Middletown, for carting a load of Clothing
six hundred Regulars there. At Montreal he was confin,ed. from JYliddletown to the Northern Army, amounting in the
He can give no account from there. He left St. John s a whole to £31 13s. Sd., be allowed, and that an order be
month past. The sloop and schooners were ~ot fi.nished- drawn on the Pay-Tabl~ accordingly. (Order drawn and
two of the gondolas were. They came up wIth hun to the delivered Chauncey Wluttlesey.)
Isle Noix; they carried a long twelve-pounder each. . He Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table to
saw about fifty batteaus at the Isle Noix and St. JoAn's. draw on the Treasurer, in favour of Mr. Chauncey Whittle-
He is clear that there were no other vessels buildin~ then on sey, for the sum of £ 1,200, to enable him to pay for the
this side of St. John's, but some parties were cuttmg large goods he hath already purchased for Clothing for the Con-
timber between the two places. He understood the enemy tinental Army, and to enable him to continue his purchases
were also busily engaged at Chambke, but they c~uld be for that purpose. (Order drawn and delivered Mr. Whit-
building nothing more than batteaus there, a~ the rapl~s ~eat tlesey.)
St. John's prevent a larger vessel from commg up this time September 24, 1776.-Colonel Jabez Huntington, Col-
of year. Most of the timber in all the vessels and boats, onel Jedediah Elderkin, Titus Hosmer, and Nathaniel
seemed to be seasoned. I have treated Potier with the Wales, Jun., Esquires, met and assisted his Honour the
utmost civility. He will return home to-morrow. He seems Governour on business of the publick.
a plain, honest man. What he says may be relied on, I September 26, 1776.-Colonel Jubez Huntington, Col-
believe. The enemy were making a good road from onel JederIiah Elderkin, Titus Hosmer, and Nathaniel
Chamblee to St. John's-they may have done much within Wales, Jun., Esquires, met and assisted his Honour the
this last month. Governour on business of the publick.

In order if possible to intercept the small party of Indians
mentioned by the Frenchman, I sent a note to Major Dun-
lop from Ticonderoga, desiring him to despatch a batteau,
a good officer and twenty-five woodsmen, if possible, to
waylay them about four or five miles below Gilliland's.
They set off this morning eady. This, with a party sent
to the fleet before, and the officers and men General Arnold
detains (and means to do until the galleys come down, as he
has informed by letter) as you will observe by my return,
will reduce me very low. I should be glad some good
company were sent here to assist in doing the duty of guards,
till my other men arrive.'

A good party returned from the westward yesterday even-
ing. It had been upwards of fifteen or twenty miles off.
No appearance of an enemy; the way was very rough and
disagreeable; the men were much fatigued.

,

ALEXANDER EXUEN TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New-London, September 20, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: I again take this opportunity to acquaint

you of my safe arrival here from Firy-Island, where I was
obliged to leave part of my cargo behind. To my great
sorrow, I have lost my medicines, all excepting two boxes,
my pepper, prunes and raisins; such as I could get off with
my people I saved. The wagons being all pressed to carry
the Regulars' baggage, if that the rascal Wallace, that
had unloaded me, had not refused to take any thing ojI on
board the brig, J should saved most part of my cargo, if not
all. But the Tories mustering so strong and carryinD' such
sway, J was obliged to leave, as J did to my sorrow. b

The
privateer left the place forty-eight hours before I did myself.
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resentment of her allies. He depictured the !lOrrours of war
in the most lively and emphatick strains of eloquence; upon
the blessings of peace, he bestowed every eulogium that he
thol1O"htmight be the means of rende.-ing it an object of
culti~ation; but all was in vain; the treaty was signed,
which it is confidently reported will be attended with the
disgrace of the Count. Certain it is that his parsimony has
given universal disgust, and every means are trying to
render him obnoxious to the King.

During Mr. Deane's stay here, he was frequently at
JOHN HURD TO COLONELCHASE.

Court, where he often met with Lord Stormont. All out-
Exeter, Se~te~ber 20,1776.

ward etiquette was preserved, and they often conversed
SIR: The bearer, M:. ~Ioses C~ase, WI)) mform you of

together upon general topicks, so that strangers might easily
the two additional rangmg compal1les allowed, by our As- mistake them for cordialli'iends. They never entered into
sembly to be raised for the defence of our f~ntl~rs, to serve political debate at the le\'ee. His Lordship, however, ob.
til! the first of December next, on: of which IS expec!ed served him with a jealous eye, whenever he was in conver-
will be taken chiefly out of your reg!ment, the officers bel~g sation with any or'the members of the Cabinet. Notwith-
so appointed-Mr. ~ussell, of Platnfield, for t?e Captam, standing the caution used, it came to tbe knowledge of his
by the recommendation o~ Mr. ~hase-the SaId c~mpany Lordship tbat Mr, Deane had pri~'ate conferences at some
to consist of fifty-five men mcludmg officers, and .wluch you of their houses. This underhand proceeding, procured, we
are desired to see mustere.d and properly eqUIpped; ~or may conjecture, by tbe most powerful and never-failing
which purpose the money ISnow sent by ~~r. Chase, VIZ, application, raised his Lordsbip's choler, and he upbraided
the bounty or blanket money ~f twel,ve shlllmgs each.' and them with it openly in the King's presence; the charge
half month's advance pay, wllich you II please to receIve of was positively denied, and as positively persisted in; the
him and deliver out. to otllce:s and men, ~greeable to the matter grew warm, the King interposed, and for the present
memorandum herewIth. ThIs company IS to r~ndezv~us the dispute subsicled.
and make their head-quarte~s at. Cohos, an~dfor ~helr scoutIng The good old Count de St. Germain, fruitless to frustrate
marches to be under the dIrection of a CommIttee tbere- the league, yielded at length to the torrent of opposition,
Colonel Charles Johnstone, Mr. Jonath~n Hale, M~. James and was apparently reconciled to the resolutions of tbe
Bailey, and myself; and as I,am authorIzed t~ furmsh tbem Cabinet. After giving his opinion as above related, he
with provisions, I must .deslre you. would I~ my behalf remained a silent spectator, and passively approved of the.
supply them when and ;vhlle t~ey a.re10 your ne1ghbourhood, treaty. After it had undergone the Royal sanction, he jssued
for the amount of whIch I will. either pay you tb~ money immediate orders to the several ports to put the maritime
or give an order on tbe Con~mJttee at Exet~r for It., M:. department in the most formidable state. Various conjec-
Moses Chase has al~o promJse~ me to assIst you m thIs tures are formed, whether these preparations are made with
business. I shall wnte you agaIn frQ[~ Cohos, when I re- an offensive or defensive view. There can be no doubt
turn there, in about a fortnight frorI] dus, a?d shall. be gl.ad.. tbat a war will be the consequence of our support to Amer-
to hear also rrom you. In the mean whIle remam, wIth ican rebellion; but who will open the business, is the ma-
due respect, SII', your most humble servant, terial question; your Court, if tbey have spirit, are furnished

JOHN HURD. with a very justifiablepretext.

Money paid to Officers and Men.
Captain, half month's pay - £3 00
LieUtenant, -2 0 0
Ensign, - - 1 15 0
Four Sergeants, at 24s. - 4 16 0
Four Corporals, at 22s. - - 4 8 0
One Drummer, at 22s. - 1 2 0
Forty-tbree Privates, at 20s. - 43 0 0

£60 1 0
83 0 0

93 10

I have stored the salt here, and wait your orders, by the
orders of the Committeehere,which I think is best, as it
takes the vessels off of damage.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
ALEX. EXUEN.

To the Provincial Congress of the State of New- York.
P. S. Be pleased to send your orders as soon as possible.

Fifty-Five Blankets,at 12s. - -

Paid out,
Cash left in my hands, - £83 15

9 6
£93 1 0

--...

LETTER RECEIVED BY A 1\IERCHANT IN LONDON FROM PARIS,

DATED SEPTEMBER 21,1776.

The American Plenipotentiary created great debates in
the Cabinet. Lord Stormont exercised all his powers of
intriO"l1eand persuasion to gain a refusal to negotiate with
the~, and remonstrated with many of the Ministers, some of
whom, who did not hesitate to deliver their real opinion,
opposed the treaty, and spoke with great acrimony against
the Colonies: among these was the Count de St. Germain,
who endea\'oured to impress in the minds of the other
members a conviction of the justice of the measure. This
statesman seemed to have the greatestweight; and had not
the Queen interfered, it is thought MI'. Silas Deane would
have returned a very different answer to the Congress.
It is astonishing the interest this she-politician bears in
matters of State; she can cajole and threaten into com-
pliance the most popularMinisterabout the palace. The
Count, however, dared to represent the inconvenience that
might arise to the Kingdom upon taking an active part
in the dispute. It was not England alone that could
raise any fearful apprehensions in his breast, but it was the

GENERALGADSDENTO JOHN LEWIS GERVAIS.

Sullivan's Island, September 21,1776.

SIR: Weare out of rum, of which, for the work I am
about, I ~m obliged to use a great deal. Pray send a
hogshead for this garrison as soon as possible, by Captain
Ham, if you can.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
CHRIST. GADSDEN.

To John Lewis Gervais, Esq., Commissary-General,
Charlestown.

COLONEL ROBERTS TO JOHN LEWIS GERVAIS.

Colonel Robert.y's compliments to the Commissary, and
informs him that it is not the season either for carrion or salt
beef-both of which when he takes the trouble of sending

to Fort Johnson for the Artillery he will order to be re-
turned, &c. .

Saturday, September 21,1776.

[ENDoRSED-Impertinent note of Colonel Roberts, 21 Sept., 1176,
treliled with contempt-not answered.]

DELAWARE CONVENTION TO THE BOARD OF WAR.
New-Castle, September 21,1771;'

SIR: In an answer to your letter, dated from the War
Office, requesting a list of prisoners in this State, I am to
inform Yot! that none are within it at present; the few we
had were ordered to Philadelphia, for the purpose of ex-
changing them for a Captain Budden and others, under a
resolution of. Con~ress: One Continental battalion only

hath been raised m tbls State; and a complete Jjst of the
officers, their ranks, and dates of commissions, was transmitted
to Mr, President Hancock, by the President of the Council
of Safety of this State, and I must refer you to that Jist [or
the information you want.

I am your most obedient and very humble servant,
GEO. READ, P1'esident of Convention,

To Richard Peters, Esq.

,
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DELAWARE CONVENTION TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 23, 1776.]

New-Castle, Sep~ember 21, 1776,

SIR: The Convention of this State, upon the receipt of
your letter of the 3d of this instant, enclosing the resolution
of Congress of the same date, requesting all the airl in our
power to be sent to the army at New- York, immediately
took the same into their consideration, and have at length
ordered a battalion, to consist of four hundred and eighty
men, including officers, to be forthwith raised and equipped,
to reinforce the army of the United States, and to serve till.
the last day of December next. The want of arms, and the
great extent of our frontiers on the river and bay of Dela-
ware, must apologize for the smallness of this aid-it is the
widow's mite. God grant that it may, in the least degree,
contribute to the common safety, is the sincere wish of, sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

GEO. READ, President of Convention.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO WIT.LIAM

BINGHAM.

Philadelphia, September 21, 1776.

SIR : Your several letters of the 4th, 15th, and Q6th
August, to this Committee, have been duly received, with
the several enclosures, and the whole ha ve been laid before
Congress. We can therefore communicate that satisfaction
which we dare say it must afford you to know, that you.
have so far obtained the approbation of that august body.

It is not necessary that we should enter into minute
replies to the contents of your letters; therefore, we shall
only notice such parts as seem to require it.

Captain Wickes's behaviour meets the approbation of his
country, and fortune seems to have had an eye to his merit
when she conducted his three prizes safely in. You made
a very proper use of his engagement by your question to
the General, and it is extremely satisfactory that our prizes
may be carried into and protected in the French ports; but
hitherto the Congress have not thought proper to entrust
blank commissions beyond seas, neither can their resol \'e
for bringing prizes into some of these States for condemna-
tion, be dispensed with. These matters are now under
consideration of a committee, and should any alteration take
place, you shall be informed of it.

Weare bound to return thanks to his Excellency the
General, for the information he authorized you to give us,
as mentioned in your letter of the 4th, and particularly for
his disposition to favour our commerce in port, and protect
it at sea; and likewise, for that concern he expressed at not
having it in his power to assist us with the arms and powder
we requested. You will therefore signify to his Excel-
lency, that this Committee entertain the warmest sentiments
of esteem and respect for his person afJd character, and of
gratitUde for his favourable attention to the concerns of our
much-injured country; that we request the continuance of
his friendship, and hope during YOUI'residence at Martinico,
there wi1\ be many opportunities of benefitting by his favour-
able disposition, particularly in countenancing you in the
pUJ'chase and exportation of arms, ammunition, and clothing.

Weare not surprised that Admiral Young's letter should
have altered the General's sentiment respecting convoys;
but we esteem much his spirited answer to the Admiral,
which may probably be producti\'e of some alteration.

We like well your proposal for a constant intercourse by
packets; and the sloop Independence, Captain John Young,
is now sent on that service, in which we hope she will be
successful and continue; more of the like kind shaH follow,
and probably this may be found the best method of support-
ing our intercourse with Europe; and as these vessels are
properly commissioned, we cannot see any impropriety in
fitting out tenders, with copies of their commissions, pro-
vided the commanding officers of those tenders are really
officers belonging to the vessel whose commission they bear;
but the prizes must be sent to America for condemnation,
unless the cargoes are perishable, and in such case, if prop-
erly certified, we suppose it might be best to make sale of
them.

We thank you for Mr. Price's pamphlet, and wish you
would write to Mr. Deane and Mr. JJlorris to contrive you
a constant and ample supply of the English, In:sh,and

French newspapers, political publications, &c. We send
you by this opportunity the Journals of Congress, as far as
publis~ed, and the newspapers to this time.

We received the arms and powder by the Reprisal.
They come seasonably, and we wish there had been more
of them. The Secret Committee wi1\ supply you with
funds for the payments of these and more.

Since the arrival of Lord Howe and General Howe in the
neighbourhood of Ntw- York, with their forces, they have
been rather too strong for our people to cope with, and
consequently have succeeded in their enterprises; which,
however, have not been of that importance that they will
probably represent to the world. They have been ten or
twelve weeks, with a powerful fleet and a numerous army,
weH provided and appointed with every thing necessary,
and what have they done? They have got possession of .
three small islands on the coast of America. These were
hardly disputed with them', and yet, if every acre of Amer-
ican territory is to cost them in the same proportion, the
conquest would ruin all Europe. Our army are now col-
lected to a point, and are strongly intrenched on New- York
Island and at King's Bridge, so that in fact Mr. Howe is
hemmed in, as he was at Boston, except that he has more
elbow-room, and a powerful fleet, commanding an extensive
inland navigation. Our Northern army are strongly posted
at Tyconderoga, and expect they will be able to keep Mr.
Bura'oyne from crossing the Lakes this campaign.

We are worse off for woollen clothing for our army than
any other matter, and you must exert your utmost industry
to buy, and send us every thing of that kind you can meet
with in Martinico, or any of the neighbouring Islands.

We have gone into this detail of our present situation,
that you may have a just idea of it, and be able to make
proper representations to the General and inhabitants of
JJfartinico.

We recommended the French officers that carne with
Captain Wickes to Congress, and the Board of War have
provided for them to their satisfaction. On this subject
your remarks have been very proper; officers unacquainted
with our language cannot be useful; therefore we do not
wish to encourage such to come amongst us; at the same
time, men of merit and abilities wiH always meet with suita-
ble encouragement. You must therefore pursue the line
you set out in; gi\'e general discouragement to those that
apply, and recommend none but such as the General will
pledge his word for, and you may even intimate to him,
that if too many come over, the Congress will not know
what to do with them.

We are now at the 1st of October, and have not heard
from Mr. Deane after his arrival at Bordeaux. His last letter
is dated Q3d June, when he was just setting out for Paris.
We have later inteHigence than his; in consequence of
which we desire you to inquire of the General and Gover-
nour, whether they have received any arms or ammunition
from Monsieur Hortalez, with directions to deliver the same
to any persons properly authorized by Congres,; to receive
them. If they have, we hereby authorize you to receive
the same, giving your receipts on behalf of the United States
of America. If none such are arrived, inquire if they have
any advice of such, and request they wiJI make known to
you when they do arrive. We desire you wiH make the like
application to the Governour of St. Eustatia, but proceed
cautious! y in this business. We think you should go there
yourself in a French vessel, or if that might be unsafe, or
make a noise, get Mr. Richard llarrison or some person
in whose prudence you can confide; let the first question be,
whether his Excellency has received any advices from
Monsieur Hortalez; if the answer be in the negative, tell
him that he wiH receive letters from such a person, and that
those ad vices have reference to you; therefore request the
favour of being immediately made acquainted when they
come to hand, and you will wait on him or send a proper
person in your stead. If the answer be in the affirmative,
then inquire if his Excellency had received any thing beside
advice 11'0111l\Ionsieur Hortalez, and if he has, inform him
you are empowered to receive the same from him agreeable
to tbe directions sent witb the goods. We believe you had
best proceed in the same cautious manner at ftfartinico, and
open no more of this business than circumstances shaH
make absolutely necessary.

We also enjoin you to the strictest secrecy, and herewith
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enclose you two separate letters as youT proper authority
for receiving any goods or money Monsieur Hortalez, our
agent in Europe, may remit. . . .

It was intended that Captam Young should deliver you
this letter' but as we have some important despatches to
send Mr. Deane, we have concluded to send Mr. William
Hodge, junior, the bearer hereof, with the Sij.me,in order
that he may deliver them with his own hands. Y011'11
please to show Mr. Hodge proper attention, and assist him
to the utmost, of your power in procuring him a passage
immediately from Martinico to France, in a good ship. If
~ny men-of-war or packet should be going, make application
to the General, to recommend Mr. Hodge to the com-
tmlnrler; also, to the Governour, commander of the port
where he croes to in France, to give him passport and
assistance f~Jll thence to Paris, with the best despatch.

If Mr. Hodge should want money forhis expenses, supr!y
him and transmit us his receipts for the same. You will
ser:e your country by forwarding Mr. Hodge without delay;
but you need not. mention to the G~ner~l how urge~t
we are on this pomt, unless you find It will promote his
despatch.

We learn, from many quarters, that a fleet of twenty sail
of the line a~e fitting at Brest and Toulon. Should they
come out to the West-Indies, and be destined to commit
hostilities acrainst the British trade or territories, they have
a fairopportunityto strike a capital stroke at New- York,
where they have upwards of four hundred sail of ships,
guarded only by two sixty-fo~~-gun ships, two fifties,. and
six forties~tpe rest are all frigates, &c. Twenty sail of
the line would take their whole fleet, with ease, and then
we could as easily manage their army.

We had omitted above to desire that you should send
back in the sloop Independence, Captain Young, a propor-
tion of the arms, ammunition, money, or other stores you may
receive either at ]}1lartinicoor St. Eustatia, from Monsieur
Hortalez, taking bills of lading for the same, deliverable to
us or our order; and if the quantity you receive should be
co~siderable, you may send by Captain Young about the
value of three or four thousand pounds sterling, observing
that we want muskets and woollen clothing most imme-
diately.

We shall send more armed vessels after Captain Young,
to bring away the remaindel" of what you may receive or
buy, and are, sir, your obedient, humble servants.
To William Bingham, Esq.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO THOMAS CUSHING.

September 21, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of a letter from the President of
Massachusetts-Bay, dated the 13th instant, to the President
of the Congress, which was by Congress referred to this
Committee, we have determined to comply with the wishes
of your Assembly by ordering the frigate commanded by
Captain McNeill, and that by Captain Thompson, of New-
Hampshire, to be fitted immediately and proceed on a cruise
on your coast, in hopes of taking the ]}1lillford frigate, or
drivincr her or any other enemy away from those seas. We
theref~re authorize you to accept the proffered assistance of
the said Assembly, or any Committee they appoint to assist
in fittincr, equipping, arming and manning that frigate. You
are alsooto accept their offer of twenty-four nine-pounders
cannon, and to cooperate with them in getting the ship to
sea with the utmost expedition; and we agree to reimburse
the State of Massaclmsetts-Bay for all just and necessary
expenses they incur in effecting this business.

'Ve shall in due time cause their cannon to be returned,
unless they think proper to make sale of them for the use of
this ship, and in that case we would choose to purchase
them, provided they are good guns, quite suitable for the
service.' You will please to purchase a proper number of
swivel-guns, good muskets, blunderbusses, cutlasses, pikes,
!lnd other arms and instruments suitable for this ship. You
will apply to the State for a proper quantity of powder, ball,
musket shot, and other military stores, to be paid for or
returned by the Congress; and in short as this ship will
instantly go into danger, we hope nothing will be neglected
that ought to be done in fitting and manning her.

H Mr. Lal1gdon applies to you, Mr. Bradford, or to
your State, for assistance in titting out the frigate under his

care, we hope it will be granted, and we shall reimburse
all just ex penses and charges. The intended enterprise
should be kept secret as possible.

Weare sincerely, sir, your (llQ$tobedient servapts.
JOHN HA,NCOC~

To the Han. Thomns C""shing, Esq.

MARINE COMMI'fTU TO JoaN B~~DfORJi).

Septem~r 21, 1716.

SIR: In consequence of some overtures from the As"
sembly of your State, we have determined to order the
Continental frigate, commanded by Hector ~lcNeill, Esq.,
to be immediately armed, manned, and fitted for the sea,
and accordingly have this day written what we judged
IJecessary to Mr. Oushing and the Captain on that subject.
The present is to desire you will give them all the aid and
assistance in your power in this business. You are to sup-
ply them with any Continental stores YOll may have in
your possession that are wanted, and assist in procuring
such. Similar orders are sent to John Langdon, Esq., of
New-Hampshire, respecting the frigate there; and should
he apply to you for any assistance, we pray it may be
gran ted.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.
To John Bradford, Esq.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN THOMPSON.

September 21, 1776.

SIR: The Assembly of New-Hampshire and Massachu-
setts having offered their assistance in equipping, arming,
and manning the frigate under your command, we have
accepted their kind offers, and hope in consequence thereof
you will soon be ready for sea. We expect the same will be
the case with the frigate commanded by Captain McNeill,
of Massachusetts; and our design is that you should join
company soon as possible and cruise in concert. Weare
informed the Millford frigate now infests the coast of those
States, and does much injury to their commerce, It is our
duty to prevent the continuance of this soon as we cah;
and as the two frigates mentioned will be an overmatch for
the ]}1Iillford,or any single frigate of the enemy, you are to
join Captain McNeill and go in search of that or any of the
enemy's ships in those seas that you can cope with; and
we hope in due time that you have takeJl, destroyed, or
drove off the said enemy. The rank betwixt you and
Captain McNeill is not yet established; you are therefore
to act in concert, and consult each other in all things that
relate to the good of the service, to the safety and preserva-
tion of your ships, or to the interests and honour of the
United States of America.

The Continental agents in any State you put into, will
supply provisions or any necessaries that may be wanted
To some of them you are to address your prizes, and you
must. advise the Committee of your proceedings as opportu-
nities occur. You are also to furnish us, in due time, with
copies of your log-book and journal, and advise us of any
important intelligence that may come to your knowledge.

With the best wishes for your success, we are, sir, your
humble servants.
To Captain Thomas Thompson.

MAliNE COMMITTEE TO C,A.P'l'AIN l\f'NEILL.

September 21, 1776.

SIR: The Assemb]y of :Massachusetts having offered
their assistance in equipping, manning, and arming the
frigate under your command, we have accepted the same,
and therefore hope you will very SOQnbe ready for the sea.
We expect the same from the frigate in New-Hampshire,
commanded by Captain Thompson, and our design is that
you should join company as soon as possible and cruise in
concert. Weare informed that the Millford frigate now
infests the coasts of these States, and does much injury to
their trade. It is our duty to prevent this soon as we are
able; and as the two frigates mentioned will be an over-
match for the Millford, or any single li.jgate of the enemy,
and go in quest of tbat or any other of tbe enemy's ships
in those seas, provided they be such as you are able to
cope with; and we hope in due time that you have taken,
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destroyed, or drove the enemy off the coast. The rank
betwixt you and Captain Thompson is not yet established;
you are therefore to act in concert, and consult each other
in all things that relate for the good of the service, to the
safety and preservation of your ships, or to the interest and
bonour of the United States of America.

The Continental agents in any State you put into, will
supply provisions or any necessaries that may be wanted.
To some of them you are to address your prizes, and must
advise this Committee of your proceedings as opportunities
occur. You are also to furnish us in due time with a c-opy
of your log-book and journal, and advise us of any im;..
portant intelligence that may come to YOllrknowledge.

With the best wishes for your success, we are, sir, your
friends, &c., &c.
To Captain Hector McNeill.

MARIN£COMMITTEE TO JOHN LANGDON.

September 21, 1776.

SIR: The Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay having repre-
sented the necessity and utiJity of fitting out, with all pos-
sible expedition, one of the frigates built in that State, and
that under YOllrdirection, to cruise on your coasts, in order
to take or drive off the enemy that now infest them, and
ha ving offered their assistance to equip and man these ships,
and also handed us the copy of a Dote or resolve of your
honourabJe Assembly, to the same purport, we- have deter-
mined to comply with their wishes, so far as depends on us,
and have this day given the necessary orders to Mr. Cush,-
ing, Captain McNeill, and Captain Bradford, for getting
their ship ready. Weare, therefore, to request that you
will exert your utmost endeavours to have the frigate under
your care completed immediately.

You will accept the assistance of your Assembly, or the
Committee they appoint for that purpose. You may either
purchase or borrow suitable cannon, swivels, blunderbusses,
muskets, pistols, cutlasses, pikes, ball, shot, powder, &c.,
&c. You may apply to the State of Massachusetts, to the
Honourable Mr. Cushing, or to any of the Continental
agents in the neighbouring States, for materials or other
assistance you stand in need of; and this Committee, on
behaJf of the United States, will pay a\l just and equitable
charges that you or any of them incur in effecting this busi-
ness: so that we hope Captain Thompson will soon be
able to join Captain McNeill in this enterprise, which ought
to be kept as secret as possibJe.

We are, sir, your friends, &c., &c.
To John Langdon, Esquire.

MARINE C01lfMl1'1'E1<: TO cAP1'AIN WICKES.

September 21, 1776.

SIR: Tbis Committee being very desirous of sending the
Reprisal under your command on immediate service, desire
that you forward her outfit, take in provisions and stores for
two months, and get ready for sea, with the utmost expedi-
tion; and all commanders and officers of the fleet now in
this port, as weJl as all other persons in the Continental
employ, are hereby desired to aid and assist you in getting
your ship immediately fitted and manned.

Weare, sir, &c., &c.

To Lambert Wickes, Esquire.

SAMUEL CHASE TO GENERAL GATES.

Philadelphia, September 21, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I came from Annapolis ten days ago, and
have the p]easure to inform you that your lady was welJ, at
Frederickton, a few days before, as Mr. Beatty informed
me. I wrote to Mrs. Gates, and enclosed her your letter
to me.

I readily make peace with you, and shall wait, with
patience, till I see you, for a fuJ]eXplanation. I could not
but be mortified at your censure, because I both respect
and esteem you. I wish you would, by letter, inform me
of your suspicions, and disclose the secret springs which
you suppose have influenced men and measures in your
department. It is not curiosity, but an earnest desire tC4
hunt out the viJlain, and to drag him before the awful tribu-
nal of the pubJick, that urges me to know the mystery.

Our affairs here wear a very unfavourable aspect. You
have treen, undoubtedJy, informed of the battle on Long-
Island. On this day week the enemy 1anded a body of
forces at Turtle Bay, (after a severe cannonade from their
ships in the East River, to scour the country, and to cover
their landing.) Our troops, posted in lines thrown up to
oppose tJ;1eirlanding, abandoned them, at the first appear~
ance of the enemy, with the utmost precipitation and can-
fusron. Two brigades, commanded by Generals Parson8
and Fellows, were ordered to support them. They also
tied in every direction, without firing a single shot, notwith-
standing the exertions of their Generals to form them, and,
oh, disgraceful! on the appearance of only about sixty or
seventy of ~he enemy. By this infamous conduct we lost
a great part of our baggage and most of our heavy cannon
which had been left at New- York. Our army retreated,
and possegsed themselves of the Heights of Harlem; our
Head-Quat'ters at Roger Morris's house.

On Monday last the enemy appeared in the plains, two
and a haJf miles from the Heights; about four hundred,
under General Leslie. A skirmish began between them
and a party of voJunteers from several New-England regi;,;
ments, commanded by Colonel Knowlton. Our people
were supported by companies from a Virginia battalion
and from two Militia Maryland regiments. The enemy
were obliged to retreat, with the loss of about one hundred,
killed and prisoners. Colonel Knowlton, a brave officet.,
was killed. Major Leitch, of Maryland, was wounded,
and despaired of.

The enemy's main afmy is now encamped between
seven andeightmiles-tone; GeneraJHowe'sHead-Quarters
at one Mr. Apthorp's.

On the 19th, Genel'al Washington writes that he expects,
from the movements of the enemy, !1 general aUack. I
greatly fear the event.

If General Schuyler is with you, make me most respect-
fully remembered to him; also to Generals Arnold and
St. Clair. Adieu I

Your affectionate and obedient servant,
SAML. CHASE.

Congress have resolved to raise eighty-eight battalions of
ReguJar forces, to be inlisted during the war. Would it
had been done last year!

TO THE PROPLE: OF t'i!N~SYLVANI'A.

It has been said that many timid people begin to be very
apprehensivefor the fateof the Contirtentalcurrency, and
are vesting it with great expedition, in lands and certainties
of various kinds; for, say they, "should the forces of Great
Britain prevail. ove-r the Colony troops, the currency wiIJ
be totally abolished by the conquerors, and the possessors
wm sink the whoJe." SureJy those who thus reason, are
but Jittle acquainted with the movements of Government,
neither are they aware of the injury they do their country;
for by such conduct they immediately effect, in part, the
evil they wish to avoid. When paper moneycircuJates in
the common course of trade, its value gradually rises and
faJls according to its quantity, when relativeJy considered
with the value of the real effects of a country, such as
houses, lands, provisions, gold, silver and merchandise
of every kind; for though paper merely has not any signifi-
cant value in itself,and has only such nominaJvalue as we
please- to fix on it, a single dollar bill being as large as an
eight dollar bill, yet as by general constmt, we agree to
receive and pass this as one and that as eight, so long
as this mutual confidence and resolutioncontinues,they are,
to all intents and purposes, of as much reaJ worth as so'
much actuaJgoJd and silver, which are, of themselves, of
no other absolute value than what mankind have been
pleased to fix on them. The Mexican Indians fcmnd iron
of vastly greater use than goJd,and fi'eely exchangedone
for the other,till they learned,by fatal experience,that the
Eastern world preferredthe gold at the risk of life, honour,
and their boasted reJigion.

Paper bills are, with respect to the publick, what private
bonds and notes of hand are amongst individuals-mere
promissory notes; and so long as the grantOr is good and
sufficient, they will beara very safeassignment; fi)f he that
receives an eight dollar bill inpaYi1leot, does in fact only
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receive an assignment of a Continl?ntal promissory note,
which at some future day is to be paid off. It lUust be
granted, that the issuing large sums will gradua1ly decrease
tbe value of the emission, in the same proportion as the
introduction of an over-quantity of any article of merchan-
dise would affect its price and sa]e; but as this decrease in
value can never instantaneously take place, the trader, by
keeping his money in a constant circulation, will graduaUy
raise the price of his commodities in proportion to the
decreased value of the money, and thereby always keep
fairly and safely above water. A Joss can only happen
where IanII' credits are given, or to such as keep large sums
useless by them; therefore, it becomes, of course, their
interest to throw such money immediately into trade; for
tbe captures may happen in the course of their adven-
tures, the prices of such goods as arrive safe must, in the end,
amount to more than the losses; for whether insurance be
made or not, the consumer must actua1ly pay such advanced
price as will be equal to the risk run, and leave a profit to
the trader besides; otherwise, there must be a general bank-
ruptcy amongst the merchants, a genera] cessation of
exports, a stoppage to the raising of the several staples of
America, and of course an almost total stagnation to the
circulation of money; for, without trade, lillIe money will
serve us. But as the necessities of our unhappy contest
still call for large and continued emissions of pa per money,
it becomes absolutely necessary for every cashbo]der to push
it into trade; for though we are a people individually con-
sistinO' of distinct fortunes, yet on the great scale we are one
large °trading company, and must sink or ri~e tog.ether.

If tbe whole Continent upon an extensIve VJew of the
matter, are unequal to the conflict, the suffering must be
individually felt, and nothing will so effectually support us,
as steadily and resolutely extending our trade to the utmost
limits it will bear. It is a grand Continental experiment we
are trying, and nothing but tbe experiment itself can deter-
mine tbe expediency; we are not to look on our present
situation as a matter of choice, but necessity; we have got
into a labyrinth, and must get out of it as well we can. If
bygivinO" a general credit to our money, and forcing a trade,
we should weary out Great Britain, or involve her in a war
with some of her European neigbbours, we may then take
our own time to payoff tbe debt we have been contracting,
and every year will restore the currency nearer to its original
value, To what extent a country may venture to run
itself in debt, is a question beyond my abilities to solve;
whether a community and an individual may with propriety
be compared, I cannot pretend to determine; ~ut. i~ the
comparison would hold, I should say, that as an ll1dlVldual
has a rigbt to spend or run into debt to the exact amount of
what he is worth, without injury to his creditors, so may a
community; if this be true, it may be easy to determine
how much farther we may safely go. Tbe present value of
all the estates in America is about three million two hundred
thousand dollars per annum, supposing the rated taxes to
be, on an average, only one-sixth of the real annual value
of the estates. Some may think that the rates bear a much
greater proportion to the real va]~e, yet it should be con-
sidered that there are large estates mland as well as money,
which' are scarcely rated at all. If I am right in this esti-
mate, the whole present worth of America, at twenty years'
purchase, is sixty-four millions of dollars. Thus if the
whole Continent belonged to one man, it would be very
safe to trust him to the amount of sixty-four millions, and I
presumethe debt wehave yet contracted, both continentally
and provincially, does not amount to near half that sum;
and besides, we should consider that land will annually
increase in value, and that there will be large tracts to dis-
pose of to foreigners, who may be tempted by a mild
administration of equitable laws, to come amongst us. Here
it is to be observed, I go upon the presumption, that we
shall ca~ry OUl' point of independence; but supposing the
worst that can happen, that we should be reduced to our
former situation of allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain,
it can never be the interest of England to abolish our paper
currency, for many weighty, reasons. She must certainly
wish to renew her trade wIth us upon her former advan-
tageous plan; but, if by a total reduction of our currency,
ihe should ruin all the moneyed men upon the Continent,
where should we find mercbants to build ships and export

the produce of the country in exchange for English manu-
factures? Or where would she find customers to purchase
the thousand useless articles which luxury had introduced
amongst us? The rich would be no more, and it would
take half a century to reinstate them; the poor, becoming
industrious, would make a few necessaries serve them, and
the consumption of English goods would be amazingly
diminished, But why should they wish to destroy our
pa per currency? To punish us, say some, for our miscon-
duct, and to deter usin future from repeating it.

If punishment be their aim, it would certainly be more
heavily felt by their leaving us in the full possession of our
money; f(Jr as we should be under a necessity of paying an
annual tax for a long series of years to come, in order to sink
the money emitted during the war, we shall more sensibly
feel the effects of the present dispute, than if tbe whole was
to be at once annihilated; for such annihilation fallinO"prin-
cipally on the moneyed men, those of small or no fo~tunes,
who form the majority in every country, would be thereby
released from defraying any part of the expenses incurred,
and would therefore have no memento of any past inconve-
niences of the moneyed kind, to deter them from renewing
the attempt to cast off the slavish yoke which conquest
might fix on them; and the once rich, becomingnowpoor,
would be men of so little importance, either from numbers
or influence, that no remembrance of their sufferings would
retard the ~esign, w,benever there appeared a pl'Ospect of
success. Like tbe dlstr~sses of an earthquake or shipwreck,
the horrours would eXIst for a short period, and then be
remembered no more; like extracting a tooth, it would give
one violent twinge and then be forgotten; but, on the other
haml, should perpetual rumblings and storms daily disturb
our quiet, or continual grumbling pains deprive us of rest, we
might be more doubtful of the propriety of renewing the
experiment; in one case, every year's tax would bring
the dispute fresh to our minds; in the other, not a trace
would be left behind, except the wandering shades of
departed fortunes, denouncing feeble but bitter execrations
against the authors of their ruin. The punishment would
be too partial to answer the designs of our jnveterate ene-
mies; for if the money remains to be sunk by taxes in the
several Provinces, every man, who by success in trade or
steady industry, increases his fortune, will pay additional
taxes in proportion to tbis growing wealth, and of conse-
quence will feel a proportionably greater part of the effects
of the dispnte, which would not be the case if a general dis-
solution of paper money should take place. We may de-
pend on the determination of the King and Parliament to pur-
sue that mode which would be the longest felt, and I should
expect no favour from them but wbat arose from their own
interest to grant; but as I am confident that a sudden sup-
pression of our money would be but a temporary and partial
suffering, they are too deep politicians to attempt it. It is
to be observed, I here take up the argument as if Great
Britain had made a complete conquest of America, which
I by no means grant she is likely to accomplish; it is for
argument sake that I admit it, in order to convince those
who are fearful of losing by Continental money, that it can-
not be the intention, because it is not the interest of England
to destroy it; they would rather desire to leave us with a
perpetual burthen on our shoulders, which, like their own
national debt, may incline more to peace than war, and
would wish us, like tbe wood-cutter in the fable (who
thought all his toiling and sweating proceeded from the sins
of his first parent) to cry with every stroke of the axe, "Oh,
Adam !" But I trust we reside in a Paradise from which
the powers of Great Britain can never expel us.

CONTI

Philadelphia, September 21, 1776.

POSTSCRIPT TO THE PAPER ADDRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF
PENNSYLVANIA.

Looking over the ca]culations I had made in the piece
published in tbe last Evening Post, I perceived a very II'ross
errour; and the discovery being too late to be corr;cteu
before the paper \vas struck off, I must request an insertion

.of tbe following remarks; and as the correction tends more
fully to support my argument of the goodness and safety of
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Continental money, I make no doubt but it will find a place
in next paper. .

I have said that" the present value of a1l the estates m
Amer£ca is three million two hundred thousand donars per
annum supposincr the rated taxes to be, on an average, only, 0

" d Ione-sixth of the real aonual value of the estates; an t Jat,
at this" estimate, the whole present worth of Amer£ca, at
twenty years purchase, is sixty-four mil!ions of do~lars-:'
As this calculation was made from a series of figurmg, It
had escaped my notice, at first, that I was calculating u~on
the actual taxes paid, and not upon the rates from whl?h
those taxes arose. For instance, I supposed Pennsylama,
by an eiiThteen-penny tax, to bring in twenty-five thousand
pounds per annum; and as our ,Province is genera~ly ranked
in the quotas at about one-eIghth of the Contment, the
whole income would be two hundred thousand pounds;
and, taking for granted that this wa,s not above one-si~th of
the sum which would arise from a Just and full valuatIOn, I
cal1ed the whole value one mil1ion two hundred thousand
pounds-equal to three mil1io~s two hundred thousand, dol.
lars ; and this, at twenty years purchase, amounted to slxty-
four millions: whereas I should have calculated upon twenty
years purchase on the rates from which the eighteen-penny
tax was drawn which would make the whole value of the
Continent just' thirteen times and one third as much, viz:
about eight hundred and fifty-three millions O! dollars, of
which we yet have expended but a smal1 portIOn. I the
more readily fell into the errour, as this part of my essay
was not the object I had in view, which was to perso~de
those who possess Continental money, that we have nothmg
to fear from Great Br£ta£n, and that it is our interest to
force a trade, and give a brisk circulation to the mon~y,
which will necessarily prevent individuals from suffenng
by any gradual depreciation, which is by no ,?eans so ,great
as some would infer from the extravagant heIght of bIlls of
exchange. In our present circumstances, bills are by no
means a proper touchstone to try the valu;- of our .money
by. It is the sma1l exports to Europe wluch occa~JOn the
scarcity of bills; and the great profits made by ]mpo~ts
from foreign ports, has increased tbe proportion of bill
buyers far beyond the bill sellers. Let us but send off our
ships, and baving tbe same open trade we formerly bad,
and I am confident, notwitbsanding all our fears, tbat the
value of Continental money will rise-that is, bills of ex-
chancre will soon fall to near tbeir old standard.

<:>
CONTI-.

REMARKS ON THE PAPER ADDRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF

PENNSYLVANIA.

l\h. TOWNE: My present purpose is not to investigate
whether your correspondent means we1l or ill to the com-
munity, by his essay concerning the Continen~al curre~cy
in your Saturday's paper; but I mean ,to.rectify a capItal
mistake, to prevent wrong and perOlClOUS conclusIon,s.
This essayist sup]Joses the annual value of all the estates III

. Amer£ca to be three millions two hundred thousand dollars,

and thence concludes the whole present worth of Amedca
to be sixty-four millions of dollars, at twenty years purchase.

Here we discover a gt'Oss errour in the first outset, because
it has been admitted, even by our enemit's, that the annual
exportation of North Amer£ca to Great Br£ta£n only, is of
value two millions of pounds sterling, to which we may
safely add one million for the exportation to the other parts
of Ellrope and the West-Indl:es. If this be right, then the
value of the annual produce of North America is near
fifteen millions of d01lars, which estimated at twenty years
purchase, the whole present worth of North Amer£ca, is
nigh three hundred millions of dollars, instead of sixty-four
millions, which this writer values it at. These, however,
are very inadequate modes of estimating the incomputable
value, if! may be indulged the expression, of a vast Conti-
nent, fillincr fast witb industrious freemen, and abounding in
all tbe val~able products which the finest soils and climates
are capable of producing.

Let it be our care to prevent the killing grasp of tyranny
from destroying this our bopeful harvest and fair inherit-
ance; we need not apprehend for tbe paltry debt the war
may create, which the industrious hands of agriculture and
commerce unrestrained, will quickly wipe away.

DORIA.

FIFTH SERIES.- V 01.. II.

OBSERVATIONS OF FINANCE, BY PELATIAH WEBSTER.

The computations of the value of the free States of
America by Conti- and Dor£ain the Evening Post of
September 21, ratber prove that value to be immense than
reduce it to a certainty. Perhaps another Inethod of com-
putation might be admitted, viz: From the quantity o~lan~
witbin the present inhabited part of those States, whIch IS
at least two hundred millions of acres, and worth a dollar
per acre I should think, at least, some say two or three
dollars, and perhaps the personal estate may be computed
at as much more, which I do not think is reckoning high,
and will make the amount four hundred millions of dollars.
All these computations prove with certainty enough' that
the funds on which the Continental money depends are
sufficiently great to support a very much larger quantity
than is already emitted. I would further observe, tbat the
American States owe nothing to pay any body but them-
selves, and employ no ships, soldiers, &c., but their own, so
that they contract no foreign debt; and I take it to be a
clear maxim, that no State can be ruined, bankrupted, or
indeed much endangered, by any debt due to itself only;
nor can it be much impoverished by any war; and the
people that are left at home can furnisb the provisions,
clotbing, &c., necessary for themselves and the soldiery,
together with all other necessary stores and implements of
war.

There requires no more to preserve such a State in a war
of any lengtb of time than good economy in bringing the
burthen equaUy on all, in proportion to their abilities; but
then I think it very necessary that they should pay as they
go as neal' as may be. The soldier renders his personal
services down -on the spot, the farmer his provisions, the
tradesman his fabricks, and why should not the moneyed
man pay his money down, too? Why should the soldier,
tradesman, farmer, &c., be paid in promises, which are not
as good as money if the fulfilJmentis at a distance? Pay-
ment in promisesor biBs of credit is a temporaryexpedient,
and wi1lalways be dangerous where the quantity increases
too much; at least it wilJ always have the consequences of
a medium increased beyond the necessities of trade; and
whenever that happens a speedy remedy is necessary, or
the ill effects win soon be alarming, and, if long neglected,
win not be easily remedied. The remedy, or rather pre-
vention, of this evil I take to be very easy at present. If
the quantity of Continental currency is greater than is neces-
sary for medium of trade, it win appear by a number of
very perceptible effects, each of which point out and facilitate
the remedy. One effect wiJl be that people will choose to
have their estates vested in any goods of intrinsick value
rather than in money, and of course there wi1l be a quick
demand lor every kind of goods, and consequently a high
price for them; another effect wiJl be discouragement of
industry, for people wiJl not work hard to procure goods for
sale while the medium for which they must seB them is
supposed to be worse than the goods; and of course another
effect will be a discouragement of trade, for nobody will
import goods and sell them when imported for a medium
that is worse than the goods themselves, for in that case
though the profits may be nominal the loss wiJl be real; these
effects aB point out their only remedy, viz: lessenincr the
quantity of the circulating medium, and this can be°done
but by three ways that I know of: First, the destruction of.
it by some casualty, as fire, shjpwreck, &c.; or, secondly
exportation of it, which cannot happen in our case, becaus~
our medium has no currency abroad, and I think it very
we1l for us that it has not, for in that case our debt would
soon become due to people without ourselves, and of course
less sensible, more difficult to be paid, and more dangerous'
the third, and in my opinion the only practicable way of
lessening the quantity, is by a tax, which never can be paid
so easy as when money is more plenty than goods, and of
course the very cause which makes a tax necessary facili-
tates the payment of it; the tax ought to be equal to the
excess of the currency, so as to lessen the currency down
to that quantity which is necessary for a medium of trade
and this, in my opinion, ought to be done in .every State:
whether money is immediately wanted in the publick
Treasury or not, for it is better for any State to have their
excess of money, if it is in bullion, hoarded in a publick
Treasury or Bank than circulated among the people, for
nothing can have worse effects on any State than an excess

28
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of money. The poverty of the States of Holland, where
nobody can have money who does not first earn it, has pro-
duced industry, fi'ugality, economy, good habits of body and
mind, and durable and wel1-established riches, whibt the
excess of money has produced the contrary in Spain, i. e.,
has ruined their industry and economy, and filled them with
pride and poverty; and perhaps England owes much of her
ruin to the same causes..

But there is, besides this general principle, a special rea-
son in our case why we should pay a large part of our Con-
tinental debt by a present tax. The great consumption of
our armies and stoppage of our imports, makes a great de-
mand for the produce of our lands, the fabricks of our trades-
men, and the labour of our people, and of course raises the.
prices of all these much higher than usual, so that the hus-
bandman, tradesman, and labourer, get money much faster
and easier than they used to do; and it is a plain maxim
that people should always pay their debts when they have
a good run of business, and have money plenty.. Many a
man has been distressed for a debt when business and money
were scarce, which he had neglected to pay when he could
have done it with great ease to himself had he attended to
it in its proper season; tbis applies to a community or State
as well as to private persons. These last observations will
apply with great exactness to these parts of the Continent,
which lie nearest to the great scenes of the war, and have
suffered most by it, and if they can bear the tax, I think
those who lie at a distance from those borrours and have felt
little more tban a sympathy of the distress of their brethren,
can have no reason to complain if they are called on for
tbeir sbare of tbe expense. The Continental money is to,

be considered as a debt h'1stened on the persQn and estate of
every member of the United States; a debt of great honour
and justice-of national honour and justice-not barely
empty honour, but that essential honour and credit in which
the safety of the State is comprised, and, therefore, by con-
fession of every body, must be punctually and honourably
paid in due time, otberwise all security arising from publick
credit must be lost, all confidence of indi viduals in our pub-
lick conncils must be destroyed, and great injustice must be
done to every possessor of our publick currency to the detri-
ment of all and ruin of many who have placed most confi-
dence in our publick administration, and nothing but shame,
scandal, and contempt can ensue, for which nothing but
n~')st inevitable necessity can be any excuse. And in this
great agreement is every individual of our United States so
deeply interested that I cannot conceive one sensible person
can be persuaded to risk these consequences for the sake of a
little delay of payment of that which must one day be paid,
or must all' be ruined together. The Continental debt is
already a heavy one, and there is no way of sinking it but
by paying it while we can; it is still increjlsing fast, and
without a speedy tax, and a very sufficient one, it will grow
upon us beyond any possibility of payment. If a man only
suffers bis rents, butcher's, and tradesman's bills, &c., to be
unpaid a number of years, it will endanger his wbole for-
tune. An expense account ought always to be paid up as
it becomes due; these are accumulating sums, and it is dan-
gerous to neglect them.

I have heard some people say, it is no matter for the pres-
ent payment of the Continental debt; we are a country of
rapid increase, and what is contracted by three millions of
people will soon be paid by six. But bow unfatherly and
ungenerous is it to load posterity witb an immense debt
which we have an advantage in sinking a good part of it
ourselves; besides, it will be a great discouragement to for-
eign emigrants to settle in this country to be told that the
country is loaded with an immense debt, and their first title
to an enfranchisement will be by beginning to pay it.

Weare engaged in a cause, which, in all annals of time,
has ever been deemed most honourable and glorious, and
most characteristick of noble and generous minds, viz:
spurning off slavery, and asserting our liberty. As things
now stand, the most hardened, impudent Tory does not
pretend, that if we fail of supporting our cause, we ha vtJ any
other chance but that of absolute submission and pardon;
and even that pardon, doubtless, with numerous exceptions.
Good God! who can bear the thought of absolute submis-
sion and pardon? Pardon, for the greatest virtUe of a civil
nature th!!t the human mind is capable of! Who can think,
without distraction, of coming under the domination of

Tories, sueing to them for favour and intercessions? Tories,
with standing armies at their heels; soldiers, with bayonets
ready to enforce aH the respect and submission they may
claim. This dreadful apprehension intrudes, with great
force, on my mind, another reason why we onght to sink,
by a sufficient tax, as much as we can of the Continental
debt, viz: That without this it is not possible to continue
the war, and avoid absolute submission. I conceive the
value of the currency of any State has a limit, a ne plW! ultra,
beyond which it cannot go; and if the nominal sum is ex-
tended beyond that limit, the value will not foUow. No
human wisdom or authority can be able to stretch the nom-
inal currency beyond such real value. That the conse-
quence of any attempt to extend such nominal addition,
must depreciate the value of the whole, till it is rednced
within said limit. I will explain my meaning thus: Sup.
pose that thirty millions of dollars was tbe utmost limit of
currency to which the United States of America could give'
real effectual value, and they should emit thirty millions
more, I say the last tbirty millions would add nothing
to tbe value of the whole, but would sink the value of the
whole sixty miJlions down to its limits, viz: thirty mil!ions,
i. e., the whole sixty miUions, in tbat case, would not pur-
chase more real substantial goods than the thirty millions
would have done before the other thirty millions were added
to it. It follows from this, tbat any attempt to continue
the war, by increasing the currency beyond the above-sairl
limit, is vain, and must fail of the effi~et intended, and ruin
all those who possess the currency already emitted. Whether
the currency already emitted arises to the said limit, is a
question of fact tbat may admit some doubt; but that it is
not greatly within it, I think can be no doubt with people
well acquainted with the nature and circu.mstances of this
great subject; and be that as it may, I think every incon-
venience arising from it is easily remedied by a sufficient
tax. I do not apprehend we have yet suffered by a depre-
ciation or the currency, because I cannot observe that the
general prices of goods are more raised tban the circum-
stances of the war will make necessary, were our money aU
gold and silver; and further extremities may produce further
effects of the same kind, without depreciating the currency
at all.

No kind of necessities have risen to the excess of price
given last wiuter in Boston, for fresb provisions, tbough
tbeir currency was all gold and sil ver. Increase or risk
must raise the price of all imported goods; scarcity of
labourers must raise the price of labour, and of consequence,
of every thing produced by labour; scarcity of tradesmen
(many of wbom are gone into the war) and demand for
tradesmen's fabricks, mnst raise the price of them; besides,
many raw materials used by the tradesmen, must be imported
at great risk, and I do not see that the pricesof most,or
all these, are greater than they would he if every Conti-
nental dollar was a silvel' one; and should we admit that we
are on the verge of depreciation, or that our currency hath
suffered some little already in its value, two conseqncnces
will follow, which deserve great and immediate considera-
tion: First. That a speedy remedy is immediately necessary,
which shall operate effectually, and prevent the ruin of our
currency; and the second is, that the remedy, by this very
means, becomes more easy and practicable than otherwise
it could be; because a tax will be paid much more easily
in this case than it could be if money was in credit enough
to be avariciously hoarded; and this holds, let the tax be of-
any nature, such as general assessment of polls and estates,
excises, imposts, or duties on goods, lotteries, &c., &c.; in
any or all these ways, our currency may be lessened much
easier when its credit is a little doubted, than when it is at
its highest. What contributes not a little to this filcility
is, that it may be done by general consent, without publick
uneasiness and disturbance; for a depreciation of currency
can be wished for by nobody but those who are deeply in
debt, the weight or number of whom, I have reason to
believe, is not great at present in these States. It is the
mighty interest of all the rest of the in,habitants to prevent
a depreciation,and I conceiveevery man of estate who has
cao"h in hand, or due to him, would be willing to contribute
his share to the lessening our currency, and so preserving
its credit; yea, would eagerly choose this, rather than risk
his own loss by a depreciation of the cash he has in hand
and in debtsdue. '
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In this time of distress, the publick has a right to every
man's best thought. 1 have not the vanity to think I can
exhaust the subject; but I have said so much on it, as I
hope will set abler heads and pens on a thorough disquisi-
tion of it; for 1 think aJl wiJl agree that the subject is a very
important one, and deserves the most immediate and most
serious attention. A FINANCIER.

Philadelphia, October 4,1776.

GEORGE PEACOCKE TO RICHARD PETERS.

Carlisle, September 21, 1776.

SIR: My bad state of health entreats you wiJl be so good
as to procure me leave to go to Philadelphia, in order that
I may have proper advice,as my iJlnessdoes not centre in
one disorder. Would wish, if leave can be obtained, to
have it sent before the warm weather is entirely over.

I am, sir, your very humble and obedient servant,
GEO. PEACOCKE, a Prisoner.

To Richard Peters, Secretary of War.

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Head-Q.uarters, York Island, September 21, 1776.

SIR: I have the favour of your letters of the 6th and
19th current. In consequence of the latter, directions are
given for Major-General Sullivan being conveyed to Eliza-
bethtown on the earliest day; and I concJudeMajor-Gen-
eral Prescott will return in the same boat.

The exchantre you pr~pose of Brigadier-General Alex-
ander, commonly called Lord Stirling, for Mr. McDonald,
cannot take place, as he has only the rank of Major by my
commission; but I shall readily send any Major in the
enclosed list of prisoners that you wiJI be pleased to name,
in exchange for him; and that Lord Stirling may DQt be
detained, I would propose to exchange him for Governour
Montfort Browne, although the latter is no longer in the
military line.

Enclosed you have a list of officers, belonging to the
army. under my command, who are your prisoners. It is
not so correct as 1 eould wish, having received no regular
return of the officers of the Forty-Second and Seventy-
First Regiments taken this year, but beg leave to refer you
to Lieutenent-Colonel Campbell, of the Seventy-First, to
rectify any omissions that may be; and am to desire that
you will put opposite to their names such of your officers
of equal rank as you would have in exchange for them.,

The names of the non-commissioned and private prison-
ers with you are not sent, being unnecessary; but the return
herewith enclosed specifies the number; and I shall redeem
them by a like number of those in my possession; for which
purpose I shall send Mr. Joshua Loring, my Commissary,
to Elizabethtown, as a proper place for the exchange of
prisoners, on any day you may appoint, wishing it to be an
early one, wherein I presume you will concur, as it is pro-
posed for the more speedy relief of the distressed.

As it may be some time before Mr. Lovell arrives here
from JIalifacT;, though I took the first opportunity of send-
ing for him after your agreement to exchange him for Gov-
ernoltr Skene, I am willing to believe, upon my assurances
of Mr. Lovell's being sent to you immediately on his arrival,
that you will not have any objections to granting the Gov-
ernour his liberty without delay ; and am induced to make
the proposal for your compliance-neither of the persons
being connecled with military service.

General Carleton has sent from Canada a number of
ofiiccJ'sand privates, as per return enclosed, to whom he has
given liberty upon their paroles; and in pursuance of his
desire and their engagements to him, I shall send them to
Elizaoethtown on the earliest day. It is nevertheless the
Genentl's expectation that the exchange of prisoners, as
settled by Captain Forster in Canada, will be duly com-
plied with; and I presume you are sufficiently sensible of
the sacred regard that is ever paid to engagements of this
kind, not to suffer any infringement upon the plighted faith
of Colonel Arnold.

It is with much concern that I cannot close this letter
without representing the ill treatment which 1 am too well
informed the King's officers now suffer in common gaols
throughout the Province of New-England. I apply to
your feelings alone for redress, having no idea of commit-

ting myself by an act of retaliation upon those III my
power. .

My Aid-de-Camp, charged with the delivery of this let-
ter, will present to you a ball cut and fixed to the ends of
a nail, taken from a number of the same kind found in the
encampments quitted by your troops on the 15th instant.
I do not make any comment upon such unwarrantable and
malicious practices, being well assured the contrivance has
not come to your knowledge.

I am, with. due regard, sir, your most obedient servant,
W. HowE.

To General George Washington,&c., &c.

Return of Officers, Non-Commissioned Otlicers, Drum-
mers, Rank and File, Prisoners, of the Jolfowing Corps

September 21, 1776.

Officers' Rank and Names.
SECOND BRIGADE GRENADIERS: Lieutenant Ragg.

FIFTH REGIMENT: Lieutenant Hilt.

TWENTy-SECOND REGIMENT: Major French.

FORTy-SECOND REGIMENT: Captain Smith, (exchanged
December 3, 1776;) Lieutenants Munro and Franklin,
(exchanged December 3, 1776;) Ensign Campbell.

SEVENTy-FIRST REGIMENT: Lieutenant-Colonels Camp-
bell, McKenz1:e, and JJ1axwell; Captains J. Campbell, L.
R. Campbell, McLeod, (exchanged December 3, 1776,) C.
Campbell, A. Campbell, Duncanson, Gordon, and Christie;
Lieutenants Fraser, Balneapis, Colquhoun, McKenzie, H.
Campbell, lYlcLeod, (exchanged December 3, 1776,) and
Campbell; Ensigns ft'Iurchison and Fraser.

FIRST BRIGADE ROYAL HIGHLAND EMIGRANTS: Cap-

tains Campbell, Robertson, and ltlcDonald; Lieutenant
Symes; Ensign ]}IcDonell.

SECOND BRIGADE ROYAL HIGHLAND E~nGRANTs: Major

Donald McDonald, (exchanged December 3, L776;) Cap-
tains Allen JJ1cDonald and Duncan lUcNicoll; Lieutenant
Fraser.

I

Roy AL ARTILLERY: Captains T-Villiams and Godwin;
Lieutenants Schalch, Abbott, Smith, and Colleton.

Return of Prisoners sent by General GUY CARLETONfrom
CANADAto NEW-YORK.

Fifty-one commissioned officers, three hundred and sev-
enty-three non-commissioned an"d privates. .

N. B. Two Majors, nine Captains, twenty subri!tcrns,
and four hundred men, were' taken at the Cedars, by Cap-
tain Fm"ster, and returned upon an agreement to send as
many of our people taken at St. John's.

RICHARD MURRAY, Comm.issary of Prisoners.

:II:
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EXTRACT OF A J"ETTER FROM HARLE~r, SEPT. 21,1776.

One of our cruisers to the eastward has carried a prize
into Cape Ann, with three hundred and fifty hog~heads of
sugar, one hundred and fifty pipes wine, one hundred hogs-
heads rum, and one hundred and fifty bales cotton.

Last night there was a dreadful fire at New- York; it
burnt ten hours; what damage is done, we know not; but
one of the steeples which we could see from hence, is
mlssmg.

COLONEL GRAYSON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, September 21,1776.

SIR: In answer to your letter of this date, I am com-
manded by his Excellency to inform you that he thinks it
expedient that an officer with about twenty men should be
immediately sent to Dobbs's Ferry, and that the Penn-
sylvania troops under your command should be marched
directly to this place; he is of opinion it is advisable they
should be paid off here.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
W ILLrAMGRAYSON,A. D. C.

To Major-General Heath, King's Bridge.

ORDERS TO MAJOR BACKUS.

King's Bridge, September 21, 1776.

SIR : You are to order one of the troops of Light-Horse
under your command, to be posted at lUareneck, New-
Rochelle, and Eastchester. The remainder (after six or
seven troopers to his Excellency General Washington's
quarters, and about the same number somewhere in this
neighbourhood, if YOll can find quarters for them) are to
be posted in parties from Frog's .Neck to ft'lorrisam:a.
They are to act as videttes, and also to be ready in case the
enemy should land, to harass them and their light troops.
The videttes are to be very vigilant, and take always two
together; on any new discovery or movement of the enemy,
they are to give immediate notice to tbe officer of the guard,
who will transmit it to Head-Quarters. The videttes are
to be constantly mounted, whilst on guard, and relieved
often during the night. As soon as they perceive any
object moving towards them, one of the two must advance
/lnd challenge. If after having challenged three times he
receives no answer, or a false watch-word, he must fire
his piece and retire with his comrade towards the guard,
in case the enemy advance; but if they move off, one of
the videttes reports to the officer, and the other remains on
his post. They are never to suffer a patrole to advance
within twenty paces of their post, until they have received
the watch-word. They are not to make any fire or smoke
tobacco during the night, and are to be quite silent, as
their chief dependence must be on their ears. They are
as soon as possible to get well acquainted with all the
roads, lanes, and by-paths in the vicinity of the camp, that
they may be able to conduct the troops by the nearest and
best roads. They are to preserve good order and regularity,
both on guard and in quarters. They are also to have a
watchful eye that none of the inhabitants correspond with
the enemy, or supply them with any kind of provisions or
stores.

Further orders and instructions will be given as occasion
may require. An order of battle for the whole division
will soon be given out, when the posts and duty of the Horse
will be pointed out.

I am, sir, yours, affectionately,
'Y. HEATH, ft'Iaj01"-General.

To Major Backus, Commander of the Light-Horse from
the State of Connecticut.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

In Convention of the Representativea of the State of New-York, ~
Fishkill, September 21, 17i6. 5

Resolved, That the Secret Committee for obstructing the
navigation of Hudson's River, be empowered and directed
to purchase or impress for the service of this State, any
number of Vessels not exceeding six, which they shall think
best calculated for the purpose of completing the obstruc-
tions in Hudson's River, opposite to 1J1ount 11'ashington.
That they cause an appraisement of the said Vessels to be

made by persons under oath, in the most e(Juitable and
expeditious manner possible, in order that satisfaction may
hereaCter be made by this Convention to the owners of such
vessels. And it is recommended to the said Committee to
request the services of Captain Thomas Grenell in ballast-
ing, navigating, and delivering those vessels to Captain
Cooke, at Mount Washington.

Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to send
all the oak Plank which they have in their possession to
Mount Washington, with the utmost despatch.

Resolved, That the superintendents for building the Con-
tinental Frigates at Poughkeepsie, be earnestly requested to
send as much of their short oak Plank as they possibJy can
spare to Fort Washington with the utmost despatch; and
this Convention do engage to justify their conduct in this
particular to the Continental Congress.

Extract from the Minutes:
ROBERT BENSON, Secretary.

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES.

Bay St. Amand, September 21,1776.

DEAR GENF.RAL: My last was the] 8th instant, by
Lieutenant Whitcomb. The next day at noon weighed
anchor with the whole fleet, which arrived het'e the same
evening. This is a fine Bay and good anchorage, two
leagues to the northward of Cumberland-Head, on the' west
shore. The Liberty was ordered to cruise off the lsle-la~
Motte until two o'clock, and then join the fleet. On her
return, opposite to the l~le-la-Motte, a Frenchman came down
and desired to be taken on board; the Captain suspected
him and went near the shore with his boat, stern in, swivels
pointed, and match tiled; the Frenchman waded near a
rod Cram the shore, but when he found he could decoy tbe
boat no farther, he made a signal to the enemy, when three
or four hundred Indians, Canadians, and Regulars, rose up
and fired on the boat; they wounded three men. The boat
returned the fire with their swivels and small-arms, and the
schooner fired several broadsides of grape beCore they dis-
persed, though several were seen to fall. 011 their way
down, they discovered a large party of savages on the
western shore; they imagined two or three hundred. They
have a large number of white birch canoes, with which they
can pass us in the night, and in the day time secure them
in the bushes. It will be dang-erous sending down sinCT]e
boats. I have sent up the Liberty to guard the retl~rn ,

boats and bring down the medicines, &c. The Surgeons
can be of no use to liS without. Captain Hawley is
appointed to the Royal Savage.

I must renew my request for more seamen and gunners ;
there is a plenty of the former in the army, provided they
have liberty of inlisting. Though it is a bad precedent, this
emergency will justify the measure. I am greatly at a loss
what could have retarded the galleys so long. I verily
believe if we are attacked this fall by the enemy, it will
be in the course of a week or ten days; the want of those
galleys may decide the contest against us.

I am surprised our intelligence from New- York is so
imperfect. I hope we shall soon have the particulars. The
tohacco papers were delivered me. I will endeavour to
send them soon. The articles I wrote for in my last, I hope
will be sent, if possib]e. I have sent up Mr. Dunn to
collect the shot and other articles I want, and bring them
down.

We had an exceeding hard gale here the 20th, and a
~rodigioussea. Tbe galleys rode it out beyond my expecta-
tion.

I have sent two boats to sound round the Island Valcour,
who report that it is an exceeding fine and secure harbour.
I am determined to go there the first fair wind, as the fleet
will be secure, and we can discover the enemy, if they
attempt to pass us up the East Bay on the back of Grand
Isle. I make no doubt you will approve of this measure; if
not, I will return to any of my former stations. Weare as
well prepared Corthe enemy as 0111'circumstances will allow:
they will never have it in their power to surprise us. The
men are daily trained to the exercise of their guns, and if
powder was plenty, I would wish to have them fire at a
mark with their great guns often. At present we cannot
afford it.

I wish the workmen could all be employed all onegalley,
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the army, and that be obtained from General Schuyler le~ve
of absence, till his health should be restored; copy of which
we inclose. We have sent Colonel Reed a copy of Mr.
Trumbull's letter, and expect that he will either return to
his duty or resign his commission.

In the name and by order of Council.
I am, sir, with great esteem, your most humble servant,

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

To Hon. Horatio Gates.
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and finish her first, that something might be adned to the
fleet. I cannot help thinking that they are hindering each
other; there was all the material sufficient for one when I
came away. I hope they will not ":10unt twelve-pounders,
if eigh'teens or twenty-fours can be procured.

I am, with great respect and esteem, dear General, your
affectionate, obedient, humble servant,

B. ARNOLD.
To Hon. Major-General Gates.

P. S. The drafts from the regiments at Ticonderoga, are
a miserable set; indeed the men on board the fleet in general,
are not equal to half their numberof good men. B. A.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Lebanon, September 21, 1776.

SIR: Your letter of the 3d instant came the 9th. Know-
inrr the circumstancesof the army at New- York, and the
difficulty which attends the Militia, from their impatience,
want of discipline, and the suffering of their affairs and
business at home, the Governour and Council of Safety had
before ordered nine regiments in the eastern part of this
State, likely three thousand men or more, un.der command
of Brirradier-General Saltonstall, and two regIments, proba-
bly th;ee hundred Light Horse, under command .of Major
Backus to march to or near Westchester, in aid to the
army, a~d, if possible, to give some relief to the Militia
which was sent some time since from the westward part of
this State. Sensible that the situation of our affairs at New-
York required vigorous exertions, stimulated by the voice
of liberty and the General Congress, no delay hath happened
to forward our Militia; and I trust many of them have
arrived before this time.

Assistance is, and hath been afforded to the sufferers in
Suffolk County, on Long-Island. Many of the inhabitants,
their furniture, their cattle and sheep, are transported to
the main.

Just now received letters from the Northern army, that
there are eit,ht thousand five hundred fit for duty. The
sickness is ~he fever and ague, with which part of the
country is every year attended. The sick are bettering.

This Stale is in advance for "clothing, &c., agreeable to
a former request of Congress, near seven thousand pounds.
More than double that sum will soon be wanted. I am
not able to give any exact estimate.

It was answered in a former letter to you, that leather
breeches could not be had here; since which I am told
that three or four hundred pairs may be purchased if needed.

The time of the inlistment of our soldiery is beginning to
expire. Congress will suffer me to ask, if it is not a matter
worthy serious and speedy consideration, that measures
should be adopted for their fmther inlistment? In which
case, I think it of great moment that the engagement should
be for longer time than has hitherto been. Would it not be
well that recruiting orders be immediately issued to ?fficers,
who may inlist the old soldiers for a new time, even before
the expiration of their present engagements? Men may be
induced, while in service, to engage. If they are suffered
to di~perse and return to their homes, it will be very diffi-
cult auain to collect them, without greater expense attending
it tha; a small bounty to be given them now. The mode
of supporting our army by Mil~tia, I fear, is a me~sure not
to be dependf,:'don. Men tLlrnmg out for a short time and
remaining only a few days, cannot be brought to know the
duties of a camp, or attend to the discipline necessary
in an army. They will be impatient of command, and
uneasy to return home. We must have a durable army, or
I fear the consequences will be fatal.
To Hon. President Hancock.

COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO GENERAL GATES.
.

Watertown, September 21, 1776.

SIR: We have received a letter from John Trumbull,
Esq., Deputy Adjutant-General, dated Head-Quarters,
Ticonderoga, August 31, 1776, acquainting us that Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Reed, of Colonel Patterson's regiment, has
left the army without proper leave of absence, and request-
inrr that we would make inquiry into the occasion of his
st~y in the country. Upon inquirywe find that Colonel
Reed's ill state of health is the occasion of his absence from
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ELNATHAN BATES TO RICHARD Df;VENS.

From Hun, September 21, 1776.

SIR: Colonel Lovett informed me that you han a number
of small cannon to stock, and was ordering a letter to be
wrote to me about them when he was there aboot the iron I
sent for, and I have not receivedany letter about said can-
non, but should be glad if you would send me one as soon as
you can. I am laying the platforms for cannon at .Hull, but
bope to complete them soon, and shall then engage upon
stocking the cannon above mentioned, if wanted. I re-
ceived the half ton of iron from Colonel Lovett, and Dr.
Tufts told me, when I was at home, be had fifteen pounds
in cash for me fromyou. Pray, sir, sendme a fewlines as
soon asyou can, and in so doing you willobligeyour humble
servant,

Er,NA'N BATES, of Weymouth.

To the Commissary-General Mr. Richard Devens.

COLONEL BABCOCK TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Westerly, September 21,1776.

SIR: We arrived at New- York 13th current; in concert
with John Collins, Esq., waited on General Wa.~hington,
with the other General Officers. Just after dinner three
frigates and a forty-gun ship (as if they meant to attack
the city) sailed up the East River, under a gentle breeze,
towards Hell-Gate, and kept up an incessantfire, assisted
with the cannon at Governour's Island. The batteries
fi'om the city returned the ships the like salutation. Three
men agape, idle spectators, had the mi?fort,une of being
killed by one cannon ball. The other mischiefsufferedon
our side was inconsiderable, saving the making a few holes in
some of the buildings. One shot struck within six foot of
General Washington, as he was on horseback riding into
the Fort.

We this day (being a very busy time with the officers o(
the army) were assured by the General should have an
audience at six o'clock next morning. However, his Ex-
cellency came and breakfasted with us at General Putnam's,
hard by the fort whereat we lodged. He further assured
us he would attend us at General Putnam's an hour before
dinner. He did so. A number of interrogatories were
proposed to his Excellency, viz: 1, Whether it would be
expedient to attempt, with all our force, to defend the town
of Newport and Island of Rhode-Island? He answered, if
it was defensible, it would; but, he added, he was incapable
of judlTing of its defensibility, having never been there but
once formerly and transiently; but the State must be the
best judges of the propriety of the measure. His Excellen-
cy had ordered half the brigade to New- York, and their
p]aces to be supplied with like number from the JJ1assaclm-
setts. Was agreeably elated when we assured him that the
General Assembly had voted the whole of the brigade and
forty of the train to be sent off, even fi'om that exposed
Island, for the defence of such of our brethren as were im-
mediate sufferers or in imminent danger, and the placesof
thosetroopsto be supplied by a like number of each town's
proportion, (by a certain estimate taken,) to be sent to
Newport. Qd quere. Whether, in concert with the neigh-
bouring States, it wouldbe advisableto fortify any part o(
Long-Island? If so, where at? What number of troops
to be raised on this occasion? What number and size of
field-pieces should be sent, and whether he would recom-
mend a General Officer to take the command, &c., &c. It
was also requested to commonicate to us in confidence a
reITular return of the troops, which he promised we should

" E 'have. His xcellency s answer to the second quere was
to this purpose, viz: That it would be prudential to send a
committee on Long-Island and learn the sentiments of those
towards the east end, and whether they would, i. e. the
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bulk of the inhahitants of such part of the Island, cooperate
with the neighbouring States in protecting or removing them
and their stock; and this to be previously done before an
attempt to defend, intrench, &c.

At parting with his Excellency, Saturday afternoon, 15th
instant, he promised us a letter to your Ex.cellency, with
such answers to the interrogatories (a copy of which he
requested and were given him) as he should be able to
make. But the troops gathering fast from the landing of
the enemy, under the thunder of their cannon, which was
on Sunday morning, 16th, his Excellency, from his closest
.attention to his comrmlnd then found it impracticable.
This morning, Mr. Collins and we parted, he for Philadel-
phia, ~eing fearful of being left in the city and captivated by
our enemies. But Cqlonel Knox, we conjecture, procured
him a passageto the Jersey side. The despatch we would
make in ol1r obstructed negotiations, has caused us to omit
that on Sunday morning five more frigates sailed up the East
River, anchored near the four former, which, with Wallace,
who was there before, augmented their number to ten. At
the same time three capital ships went up the North River,
causing a most tremendous firing, assistedwith the cannon
on Go'vernour's Island, discharging to no purpose against
our batteries, though they made a few holes in same of the
buildings; which firing was returned on our side as well as
could be from the scantiness in -and about the city of
heavy cannon, the bulk having been carried to a bill about
fourand a half milessOUthof King's Bridge, whereat an
impregnable fortress was begun arid weB-nigh perfected,
and which could not be annoyed by the enemy's ships.
For more minute particularsmust refer your Excellency to
Colonel Stanton, who will inform you of the interview we
had with GovernourTrumbull, who anxiously requested our
return that way, but an accident prevented us; although
at New-London we spent an hour or two with someof his
Council.

I am, sir, with profound respect, your Excellency's most
obedient and most humble servant, JOSH. BABCOCK.

To His Excellency Governour Cooke.

London, November 1,1776.

In letters from Isle Madame, were the iollowing pal1icu-
lars; On the 21st of September, a number of armed men
belonging to the sloop Providence, Jones, master, with four-
teen guns, came in a shallop to Arichat from Petrt-dt-Grats,
and took possession of the vessels and storehouses; that on
the 24th they went off with the Alexander, Luce, havinO"
twenty-two hundred quintals of fish on board. On th~
25th, they burnt the Adventure, and plundered the store-
houses. This privateer took at Petit-de-Grats, the Success,
Balliene, loaded with fish. The Alexander, Luce, and
Su£cess, Balliene, are supposed to be retaken by tbe Mill-
ford, man-of-war, and carried to Halifax, with the Provi-
dence privateer.

JOHN ADAMSTO MRS. ADAMS.

Philadelphia, September 22, 1776.

We have at last agreed upon a plan for forming a regular
army'. We have offered twenty dollars and a hundred
acres of land to every man who will inlist durin" the war.
And a new set of articles' of war are agreed on. 1will send
you, if I can, a copy of these resolutions and reo-ulations.

I am at a loss what to write. News we have"'not. Con-
gress seems to be forgotten by the armies. Weare most
unfaithfully served in the Post Office,as wellas many other
offices, civil and military. Unfaithfulness in publick stations
is deeply criminal. But there is no encourarrement to be
faithf~J. Neither profit, nor honour, nor aPf.la~se, is acquired
by faithfulness. But I know by wbat. 'I here IS too much
corruption even in this infant age of our Republick. Virtue
is not in fashion; vice is not inliuoous.

COLONEL REED TO MRS. REED.

Harlem Heights, September 22,1776,

. I have just.receiv~d yours of the 20th, by which I ima-
gme one of mille, wntten the day after the ell'rao-ement of
the 17tl~, had not 'yet come to band, wherein'" tga vc you
the partIculars, wlJich I was able to do better tban almost
any other person, as I happened to be in it when it beo-an
and assisted in calling off our troops when they had pur:ued

the enemy as far as was thought proper. It hardly deserves
the name of a battle; but as it was a scene so different from
what had happened the day before, it elevated tbe spirits of
our troops, and in that respect has beeo of great service.
It would take up too much time and paper to go 'into a
minute description of the whole affair. The substance of it
is this: Just after I had sealed my letter to you, and sent
it away, an account came tbat the enemy w~re advancing
upon us in three large columns. We have so many false
reports, tbat I desired the General to permit me to go and
discover what truth there was in the account. I went down
to our most advanced post, and while talking there with the
officer of the guard, the enemy's advanced guard fired upon
us at about fiftyyards' distance. Our men behavedwell,
stood, and returned the fire, till overpoweredby numbers,
they were obliged 10retreat. The enemy advancedupon
us very fast. I had not quitted the house five minutes
before they were in possession of it. Finding how things
were, I went over to the General to get some support for
the brave feHows who had behaved so well. By tbe time
I got there the enemy appeared in open view, and sounded
their bugles in a most insulting manner, Rsis usual after a
fox-chase. I never felt such a sensation before. It seemed
to crown our disgrace. Tbe General was prevailed upon
to order out a party to attack them; and, as I had been
upon the ground,which no one else had, it fell to me to
conduct them. They were Virginia troops, commanded
by a brave officer, Major Leitch. I accordingly went with
them, but was unhappily thwarted in my scheme by some
persons calling to the troops and taking them out of the
way I intended. In a few minutes our brave fellows
mounted up the rocks, and attacked the enemy with great
spirit; at the same time some of our troops, in another quar-
ter, moved up towards the enemy, and the action began.
Major Leitch fell near me, in a few minutes, with three
balls through him; but he is likely to do well. Colonel
Knowlton, a brave Connecticut officer, also feH, mortally
wounded. I mounted him on my horse, and brought him
off. In about ten minutes, our people pressed on with great
ardour, the e!)emy gave way, and left us the ground, which
was strewed pretty thick with dead, chiefly the enemy,
though it since turns out our loss is also considerable. Our
greatest loss is poor Knowlton, whose name and spirit ought
to be immortal. I assisted him off, and when gasping in
the agonies of death, aH his inquiry was if we had driven in
the enemy. The pursuit of a flying enemy was so new a
scene, that it was with difficulty ollr men could be brougbt
to retreat, which tbey did in very goodorder. We buried the
dead,and brought off the wounded on both sides,as far as
our troops had pursued. We have since learned that the
main body of the enemy was hastily advancing, so that, in
all probability, there would have been a reverse of thinO"sif
the pursuit had not been given over. '"

You can hardly conceive the change it has made in our
army. The men have recovered their spirits, and feel a
confidence which before they had quite lost. I hope the
effects will be quite lasting.

You wilJ probably bear Ii'omother quarters of the double
escape I had. My own horse not beino- at band when the
alarm was first given, I borrowed one f~om a young Phila-
delphian. He received a shot just behind his fore shoulder,
which narrowly missedmy leg. I am told he is since dead.
But the greatest was from one of our own rascals, who was
running away. Upon my driving him back, he presented
his piece and snapped it at me, at about a rod distance. 1
seized a musket from another soldier, and snapped at him;
he had the same good luck. He has since been tried, and
is now under sentence of death; but I believe I must beg
him off, as, after I found I could not get the gun off, 1
wounded bim on the head, and cut off his tbumb with my
hanger. I suppose many persons will think it was rash and
imprudent for officers of our rank to go into such an action.
General Putnam, General Greene, many of the General's
family, Mr. Tilghman, &c., were in it; but it was really to
animate the troops, who were quite dispirited, and would
not go into dang'Br unless their olncers led the way.

Our situation is very mu(;h the same as it was. Weare
fortifying ground naturally strong. The enemy lie about'
three miles from us. They have been very busy brino-in.r
over cannon, &c., li'om Long-Island, but we cannot l~ar~
what they intend.
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The night before last there was a most dreadful fire in
the city, but how it happened we are quite at a loss.
There was a reso]ve in Congress against our injuring it; so
tbat we neither set it on fire or made any preparations for
the purpose; though I make no doubt it will be charged
to U5.

ROBERT H. HARlUSON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Harlem Heights, September 22, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by his Excellency to inform you in
answer to your's, that he has no objection to your makin2,'
the attempt you propose, if you are of opinion that the intel~
ligence given by the two lads is satisfactory and will warrant
it, and of which he says you are as good a judge as he is.
He requests that you will acquaint him in time of the reso-
lution you come to in this affair, that he may know how to
conduct himself with respect to our guards. If it is under~
taken they certainly must be apprised of it, to prevent an
alarm. I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

ROBERT H. HARRISON.
To Major-General Heath.

GENERAL WASHJNGTON TO JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON.

Heights of Harlem, September 22, 1776.

DEARBROTHER: My extreme hurry for some time past
has rendered it utterly impossible for me to pay that atten~
tion to the letters of my friends, which inclination and
natural affection always incline me to. I have no doubt,
therefore, of meeting with their excuse. With respect to
the attack and retreat from Long-Island, the publick papers
would furnish you with accounts nearly true. I shall only
add that in the former we lost about eight hundred men,, .
more than three-fourths of whom were taken pnsoners..
This misfortune happened in a great measure by two
detachments of our people, who were posted in two roads
leading throHgh a wood, in order to intercept the enemy in
their march, suffering a surprise, and making a precipitate
retreat, which enabled the enemy to lead a great part of
their force against the troops commanded by Lord Stirling,
who formed' a third detar:hment, and who behaved with
great bravery and resolutiQn.

As to the retreat from Long-Island, under the circum-
stances in which we then were, it became absolutely neces-
sary, and was effected without loss of men, and with that
of very little baggage. A few heavy cannon 'Yereleft, not
being moveable, on account of the ground being soft and
miry, occasioned by the heavy and incessant rains which
had fallen. The enemy's loss in killed we could never
ascertain, but have many reasons to believe that it was
considerable, and exceeded ours a good deal. Our retreat
fi'om thence, as I said before, was absolutely necessary, the
enemy having landed the main body of their army to attack
us in front, while their ships of war were to cut off all com-
munication with the city, li'omwhence our resources of men
and provisionswere to be drawn.

Having made this retreat, we not long after discovered,
by the movements of the enemy and the information we
received from deserters and others, that they declined
attacking our lines in the city, and were forming a plan to
get in our rear with their land army, by crossing the Sound
above us, and thereby to cut off all intercourse with the
country and every necessary supply. The ships of war
were to cooperate, possess the North River, and prevent
succour from the Jerseys. This plan appearing probable,
and but too practicable in its execution, it became necessary
to guard against the fatal consequences that must follow, jf
the scheme were effected; for which purpose I caused a
removal of a part of our troops and stores from the city; and
a Council of General Officers determined that it must be
entirely abandoned, as we had, with an army weaker than
theirs, a line of sixteen or eighteen miles to defend, to keep
open our communication with the country, besides the defence
of the city. We he]d out, however, every show of defence,
till our sick and all our stores pould be brought away.
The evacuation being resolved upon, every exertion in our
power was made to baffle their designs and effect our own.
Th!J sick were numerous, amounting to more than the fourth
part of our whole army, and an object of great importance.
Happily we got them away; but, before we could bring off
all our stores, on Sunday morning six or seven ships of war,

which had gone up the' East River some days before1"
began a most severe and heavy cannonade, to sCOUt'the
grounds and effect a landing of their troops. Three ships of
war a]so ran up the North River that morning above the
city, to prevent our boats and small craft from carrying away
our baggage.

I had gone the evening before to the main body of our
army, which was posted about these Heights and Plain$
of Harlem, where it seemed probable, from the movements
and disposition of the enemy, they meant to land and make
an attack the next morning. However, the event did not
happen. Immediately on hearing tile cannonade, I rode with.
all possible expedition towards the place of landing, and
where breastworks had been thrown up to secure our men;
and, to my great surprise and mortification, I found the
troops' who had been posted there, and those ordered to their
support, consisting of eight regiments, notwithstanding the
exertions of their Generals to form them, running away in
the most disgraceful manner. 1 used every' possible effort
to rally them, but to no purpose; and, on the appearance of
a small part of the enemy, not more than sixty or seventy,
they ran off without firing a single gun. Many of our heavy
cannon would inevitably ha ve fallen into the enemy's hands,
as they landed so soon; but this scandalous conduct occa-
sioned a loss of many tents, baggage, and camp equipage,
which would have been easily secured, had they made the
least opposition.

.

The retreat was made with the loss of a few men only.
We encamped, and still remain, on the Heights of Harlem,
which are well suited for defence against their approaches.
On ]tIonday morning, they advanced in sight in several
larrre bodies, but attempted nothing of a general nature,
th;'uuh there were smart skirmishes between their advanced
parti~s and some detachments fi'om our lines, which I sent
out. In these our troops behaved well, putting the enemy
to flight in open ground, and forcing them from posts they
had seized, two or three times. A sergeant, who deserted

- from them, says they had, as he was told, eighty or ninety
wounded and missing, but other accounts make the number
of wounded much greater. Our loss in killed and wounded
was about sixty; but the greatest loss we sustained was in
the death of Lieutenant-Colonel Knowlton, a brave and
gallant officer. Major Leitch, of JVeedon's regiment, had
three balls throurrh his side, and behaved exceedingly weU.
He is in a fair "'way of recovery. Nothing material has
happened since this skirmish. The enemy, it is said, are
bringing up their heavy cannon, so that we are to expect
another attack soon, both by land and water, as we are upol1
the Hudson, at the place where we have attempted to stop
the navigation by sinking obstructions in the river and erect-
ing batteries.

'The dependence which the Congress have p]aced upon
the Militia has already greatly injured, and I fear will totally
ruin our calise. Being subject to no control themselves,
they introduce disorder among the troops whom we have
attempted to discipline, while the change in their living
brings on sickness, this causes an impatience to get home,
which spreads universally, and introduces abominable deser-
tions. In short, it is not in the power of words to describe
the task I have to perform. Fifty thousand pounds would
not induce me arrain to undergo ",hat I have done. Our
numbers, by sick~ess and desertion, are greatly reduced. I
have been trying these four or five days to get a return, but
have not yet succeeded. I am sure, however, we have not
more than twelve or fourteen thousand men fit for duty,
whilst the enemy, who it is said, are very healthy, cannot
have less than near twenty-fi~e thousand.

With sincere love to my sister and the family, and com-
pliments to any inquiring friends, I am, &c"

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 23, 1776 ]

Camp near King's Bridge, September 22, 1776.

SIR: I had flattered myself that the Congress would
before this time have forwarded the amended articles for the
government of the army; but as they have not, I t,hink it
my indispensable duty to lay before them the necessIty, the
absolute necessity, of forming an article against plundering,
Inarauding, and burniog of houses. Such a spirit has gone
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forth in our army that neither publick or private property is
secure. Every hour brings the most distressing complaints
of the ravacres of our own troops, who are become infinitely
more formidable to the poor farmers and inhabitants than
the common em~my. Horses are taken out of the Conti-
nental teams; the baggage of officers and the hospital stores;
even the quarters of General Officers, are not exempt fi'om
rapine. Some severe and exemplary punisbment, to be
Inflicted in a summary way, must be immediately adminis-
tered, or the army will be totally ruine? I must beg the
immediate attention of Congress to this matter, as of the
utmost importance to our existence as an army.

I am, sir, with due respect, your most obedient and very
humble servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Honourable the President of Congress.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Har]em Heights, September 21, 1776.
(Parole, Lisbon.) (Countersign, Dov.,..)

If the Quartermaster-General has any sails or other cover-
ing, he is to deliver them to General Spencer's order, who
will see that the regiments most in need of it now under his
immediate command are first supplied.

The General earnestly exhorts the commanding officers
of every regiment and corps to fan upon the best and most
expeditious method of procuring clothes and necessaries for
their men before the season gets too far advanced. For this
purpose they are hereby authorized to send out one or more
officers, as the natUre of the case sball require, and the ser-
vice will admit of, to purchase and provide them.

Generals Putnam and Spencer,togetherwitb the several
Brigadiers on this side King's Bridge, are to look over tbe
grounds within our lines and fix upon places to build bar-
racks or huts for quartering the men in. No time sbould be
lost in making the cboice, that covering may be had as soon
as possible for the ease and comfort of the men.

It is earnestly recommended to all Brigadiers and com-
manding officers of corps, to see or know that the orders
relative to theirrespectivebrigades,&c., are compliedwith;
and they, ilS well as commanding officers of regiments, &c.,
are requested to attend particularly to the state of the men's
health; that those that are really sick may be supplied in
the best manner our situation and circumstances will admit
of, while such as feign themselves sick merely to get excused
from duty meet with no kind of countenance or favour, as
it only tends to throw the burden upon the spirited and
willing men, who disdain such scandalous practices. The
General would remind all officers of the indispensable ne-
cessity there is of each of them exerting himself in the
department he acts; and that where this is the case, of the
advantages resulting from it, as an army, let it be ever so
large, then moves like clock-work; whereas without it, it is
no better than an ungovernable machine, that serves only to
perplex and distract those who attempt to conduct it.

The Brigadier-General and the Brigade-Major of the
day are both to attend the parade at the hour of mounting
guard; see them brought on and marched off, and so con-
tinue near the advanced lines till they are relieved the next
day, in order that they may be ready in case of an attack
to command at the lines.. When they are relieved, they are
to report extraordinaries to the Commander-in-Chief.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 2:J, 1776.
(Parole, Hampton.) (Countersign, Newark.)

The Court-Martial of which Colonel Sage was President,
is dissolved. The Brigade-Majors to form a new one imme-
diately, ColonelMagaw to pi'eside,to meet to-morrow at
Head-Quarters, nine o'clock. The Brigade-Majors to give
notice to tbe officers of their respective brigades.

There is a shameful deficiency of officers at guard-mount-
ing and other duty. The Brigade-Majors are to put in arrest
any officer who, being warned, does not attend his duty,
unless excused by the Brigadier-General.

The many complaints that are hourly made of plundering
both publick and private property, induces the General to
direct that every regiment be paraded at five o'clock this
evening; the knapsacks and tents of the whole to be exam-
ined under the inspection of the Field-Officers, and all arti-
cles not the proper baggage and accoutrements of a soldier,
set apart and kept by the Colonel or commanding officer

till inquiry can be made how they came possessedof them.
A report is expected /i'om the commanding officer of the
regiment to Head-Quarters whether any articles are found
or not, and the General depends upon the honour of the
officers to inspect carefully and make a faithful report.

It is with particular pleasure that the General has it io
his power to inform the officers and soldiers who have been
wounded in their country's cause, and all others whose lot
it may be to be disabled, that the Congress have come to
the following resolution, viz:

" That officers and pri~ates lo:>inga limb it'}any engage-
ment, or who shall beso disabled III tbe service of the United
States of America as to render them incapable of getting a
livelihood, shall receive half of their monthly pay during life
or the continuance of their disability, from the time their pay
ceases as officers or soldiers."

"Also such officers or soldiers as are wounded in any
engagement and rendered incapableof service, though not
totally disabled from getting a livelihood, shall receive
monthly such sums towards their subsistence as the Assem-
bly or representative body of the State they belong to, or
reside in, judge adequate, they producing in the cases above
mentioned to the committee or officerappointed to receive
the same in the State whel'e they reside or belong, or to the
Assembly or legislative body of such State, a certificate,
from the commanding officer who was in the engagement in
which tbey were wounded, or, in case of his death, from
some other officerof the same corps, and the Surcreon that
attended them, of their names, office, rank, department,
regiment, and company, the nature of their wounds, and in
what action or engagement they were wounded."

The Brigadier of the day, where the guards mount at the
lines, is to give strict charge to all the officers, not to suffer
any person whatsoever to go beyond the out-sentries without
an order in writing from himself. All the sentries are to be
informed of this, and if any person whatever presume to
disobey the orders, they are to fire upon in the same manner
as they would do on a common enemy. Any persons coming
in from the enemy's lines are to be carried to the Brigadier
of the day immediately for examination, who is to take their
information in writing and send it, with the person or persons,
to the Commander-in-Chief. The Brigadier is to see that
a chain of sentries extend from the North River to Harlem
River, beyond which no stragglers are to pass.

The officer commanding the scouts is to attend at Head-
Quarters at seven o'clock every morning, to know if there
are any orders for these corps.

The commanding officers of the several regiments are to
be particularly attentive in seeing that their men are supplied
with ammunition, and that they account regularly for the
c~rtridges deli~ered to them. They a!e not to suffer any
pIeces to be discharged at retreat-beatmg but such as will
not fire in an engagement and cannot be drawn. The areat .
waste of ammunition is such tbat unless the officerso will
exert themselves to see justice done to the publick, a suffi-
ciency cannot be kept upon hand to supply them,

Mr. Josiah Adams is appointed Paymaster to Colonel
Little's Regiment, and Mr, Elisha Humphrys to Colonel
Webb's Regiment.

The Court-Martial whereof Colonel Sage was President,
having found Ebenezer Liffenwell, of Captain Clift's com-
pany and Colonel Durkee's Regiment,guilty of "cowardice
and misbehaviour before the enemy on Monday last," and
also" of presentingbis firelockat his superiourofficerwhen
turning him back a second time," which, by the 27th arti-
cle of the Rules and Regulations of the Army, is death
he is accordingly adjudged to suffer death. '

The General appro\'es the sentence, and orders that he
be shot at tbe head of t,he army on the grand parade, near
Kortright's house, to-morrow morning at eleven o'clock.
The men of the se\'eral regin'Jents below Kina-'s Brid g e not. b ,
upon fatIgue or guard, are to march down at that hour; the
Provost-Marshal to attend. Miljor Henley, actin a Deputy
Adjutant-Gencral, will order twel ve men out of the guards
paraded for duty to.-morrow, to execute the sentence.

The same Court-Martial having found Ensian ltlcC1'lln-
bel', of Captain Barns's company and Colon~1 Sara-ent's
Regiment, guilty of the infamous crime of

" plunderj~r the
inhabitants of Harlem," ordered him to be cashiered. 0

The General approves the sentence, and orders him to be
turned oUt of the army immediatelyas an officer.
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General Return of the Army in the service of the UNITED STATES OF AMF.RICA,at KING'S BRIDGE and its Dependenciw
commanded by His Excellency GEORGE WASHINGTON,Esg., General and Commander-in-ChieJ. Sept. 21, 1776.

---.--

Commissioned. Staff. Non-com-
missioned.

RANK AND FILE.

Wanting .Illterations
to since

complete. last Return.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

~

I

O'J. aii m
.!E ~~ ~ ~ ~ «b

~ ~~ ~ ~ ~.; ..0. ~ :-::
o ~ ~ to a.i s:: s:; c..c

"C
~ ..c

. "0 .:J .- uj w st. ."g 1;: . i w ~ b(.
rD ~ "C

Q,).
~ 0 ~ ~ .£ ~ rn.5 = ~ u.i ~ .'5 «S ~ ~ .E E ~ E = C . ~ ~

Q) . f .- ~ "'d
s:: ~ oS !' GI:S 0

72 ~ O'J $;:S c..
=

e 1: . ~ z «S "i . ~ ;::§ ~ 0 s .., § .~ Q. :s
=

S ~ ~ (1) E ~ "'Q - ... g 2 r; ~ E ~ -;;"'C ~ 4,)
_ 4,}.;;? Q. qJ (J 00 IZ$ , >. s- z ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s- ='

. C .- «I 11.1 D2

8~:a~~rJ1~i3:;;:d~~:2 ~ ~ d:: JJ JJ <:5 <:5 ~ rJj~ ~ ~Q i5 Q
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General Parsons's.

I
'

Colonel Preseott 1 - 1 3 6 3 2 - 1 1 - 1 1 19 13 195 62 63 71 - 391 2 - 249 - - - -
Colonel TYI

.

e~... ....
..

.. '" .. .. .. .... ." 1 1 - 5 5 6 5 1 1 1 - 1 1 2
.

0 15 286 88

1

61 121 4 560 - 1 77
. .

- 1 -
Colonel Huntington - - - 2 3 6 1 1 1 1 - 1 - 16 12 96 40 1021 98 1 33714 2 2521- - - .
Colonel Ward 1 - 1

.

2 7 3 4 1 1 1 - 1 1 2~ 10 162 43 78

1

'
205 2 490 - 3 150

1

- 2 - -
ColonelWyllys ~~~_~~~..:..~~..:..~~~~ 225~~~~~I~~~I..:..~_~ =-

Total Brigade 4 1 31524,2317 3 5 5 - 5 4 96 58 964 257! 423. 632 7.229317 7 855, - 3 21
Geneml Clinton's.

.

I

Colonel Thomas 1 1 I 9 8 7 - . 1 I - I - 27 16 249 37 33 29 - 348 - 2 I~9 - I - 16
ColonelGrahsm 1117 65- - 11- 1 - 22 16 136 38 - 514 233- - 135 - - - 29
ColonelSwartwout 1 - 1 9 9 9 - - 1 1 - 1 I 28 16 209 88 8 38 3

[
.343 - 1 139 - 1 1 47

Colonel Nleoll 1 I I 7 6 6 - - 1

1

I - 1. 20 13 245 56 3 - - 304 I 1 64 - - -
Colonel Pawling ~~..:..~-.:~..:..~~~..::~~~~~~~~. 365

..:..~~ .=-..:..-=--_:
Totsl Brigade 5 4 437,3834 - - 5, 5 - 5 I 118! 75 1103289 49 142 91593!1 7 578 - 2 1 96

General ScoU's.

I

ColonelLasher 1 I 157 5 - 1 1 1 - 1 1 24 6 182 13 12 6 - 213 614 455 -.- - -
Colonel Malcom 1 1 1 9 8 8 - - 1 I 1 - - 20 4 175 - 9 - - 1841016 486

1

- - - -
Colonel Drake .

..

.. .. 1 1 11010 8 - 1 1 I - 1 1 29 11 231 31 137 21 2 422 1 9 248 - - - 43
Lieutenant-Colonel Hlirdenburgh 1 - 4 5 5 - - - 1 - 1 - 16 6 142 57 24 16 - 239 - 4 96 - - - 1

- ~ ~I----Totsl Brigade 3 4 3283026. 2 3 4 1 4 2 89 27 730 101 182 43 2105817 4312871 - 6 I 44

Cof:~~Jln&~;:~t~.~~~~~'~: I I 1 7

~

2 7 - 1 1 1 - 1 16 II 298 42 79/ 90 - 50 . - - - - -

~
Colonel Ward 1 1 1 6 5 7 6 I 1 1 1 I 1 25 12 247 96 16

1

88 - 448 1 3 187 I 2 - -
M. ColonelTalcott I 1 - 2 5 4 - - 1 I - I 1 13 5 69 22 75 19 - 184- - - - - - -
M.MajorShelden... .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. ... - - 2 8 3 - 4 1 1 I - - - 5 4 4 18 I] 26 - 59 - - - - - 194 ]]

Total.. ..: 334 23113'1714!42!2 3-5'932T6181781811 223 ~ 119913187:12194 12
Commandant Cllester's. 1

I

I
Colonel Chester 1 I I 8 6 8 7 - 1 1 - I I 32 15 262 104 38 149 1 554 - 1, 110 1 5 1-
M.MlljorNewbury - - I 4 8 - 9 - 1 I - I I 32 21 168 77 43 62 1 351- - - 3 44 22
M.Lieutenant-ColonelBaldwin.... .. .. .. ... - I - 6 6 - 5 - 1 1 - 1 1 29 7 69 38 82 31 I 221- - - 1 49 44
M. Captain Barns - - - 4 8 - 6 I 1 1 - I I 39 15 71 97 33 36 - 237.. - 2 44 9
M. Major Terry - - 1 6 7 1 5 I 1 I - 1 - 27 13 1I4 57 18 47 7 243 - - - 2 53 3

BRIGADES.

-- : ------
Total... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. ... .. ... 1 2 32835 932 2 5 5. 5 4 159 7l 684 373' 214 32510 1606 - 1 1I0 113 191 78

Commandant Hands'. Ii'
.

I

I
.. .

\

.

I
I

Colonel Hands... l' 1 - 7, 7 6 4 I 1 1 - 1, I 23 14 218 28 18 25 9 290 9 4 422 8 - - 2
Colonel Haller...

.

...............
.

...
.

1 - - 119- 2 I 1 1 - 1- 1
.

9 7 201 14 - - - 215

1

I 3 ]]5

1

- - - 17
Lieutenant-ColonelHay ..:..~..:..J-.:

-.:..:...=-~~
\

~j.=-_:~..2. 335 ~_~ _~-.: 405.=-":"~":"~
I

_:_~
To!!!\. . 2 2 - I2'25.156 2 3 3 - 2 I 67 28 754 96 56 40 6 918'107 5371813 2 20

MajorBackus'sL~1I1Horse. .. .. ..1-1-1 I\4\3\3131-lllll-I-/ 41 31lOl\ - I
31.. 1-/1041-

r-I - I-i-IT

CO~~~;I;~:;~::' - 1 I 51 6 5 6

~

I 1- 1 - 2
.

3 10 260 61 23 681- 412 I I 228
/

1 4 - I
Colonel B,uly - - I 5 5 5 6 - 1 1 - I 1 17 10 191 154 2 142 - 499 - I 141 - I - .
ColoneIVf!-rnum - 1 156 54- 1 1 - I - 23 9 184 28 109 61- 382- - 258,- 2 - 1
Colonel ~Itcheoek.. I - - 5 7 3

1

6 - I - - - 1 14 12 152 5 135 73 - 358 - - 282, - 3 - -
ColonelLtttle.., .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -2~ - ~ ~..: : ~ _~ ~ 253

~ -=: ~I":" ~ ~..:.. 1881":"~ -=---2
Total.. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 2 3 425.2725271 4 4 - 4 3 103 55 1040468 149 446 - 2103 1 21097, I 11! - 3

Commandant Silliman's. IColonelSilliman... .. .. .. .. ... 1 I I 4 4 8 7 I 1 I - I - 32 15 194 57 81 60 - 392 - 1 272- - - .
M.Lieutenant-ColonelThompson - - - 9 6 . 10. 1 I - I - 40 12 130 99 2 22 - 253 - - 2 I
M. Lieutenant-ColonelLewis - I - 6 4 - 4 - 1 I - 1 - 16 1 54 34 2 17 - 107- - 2 12
M.Lieutenant-CC\lonelHead - 1

1

- 3 4 - 2 - 1 1 - 1 - 8 - 24 20 15 5 - 64. - - - - - 12
M. ColonelHinman 1 - 1 {, 5 - 6 - 1 1 - - - 15 4 14 34 2 18 - 68

1

' - - - - - - -
Totsl 2322823 8,29155 ~4 ~ ill:"32416244103 122~884~I! 272.8~4 25

Gcneml McDougall's.

I

I

I
.

Colonel Webb .................... - . - 4 4 3 2 1 - - - 2 540 - 4 100 - 1 -
Late McDougall.. - - 1 7 6 4 7 1 I 1 1 - 38210 5 258 - 2 - 35
Colonel Rllzema .. .. .. .. .. .... 1 I - 6 6 8 4. I 1, - 4 417 - 4 223 I 1 - 7
ColonelSmallwood 1 . - II 10 910 - 1 1 I - 84015111316 2 4 1 2

Total ... 2.11!281262423233!2 6217925,2489738144
GenemlHeard's. I

- . 1----
Colonel Van Cortlandt 1 1 I 6 6 5 4 1 1 I - 4 269 2 7 163 - I - 5
Colonel Martin ... .. ... .. .... ... .. . 1 1 1 8 8 8 8 1 1 I - . 374 1 6 202 I - - 3
ColonelNeweomb...... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... ... I 1 1 7 7 7 7 1 1 1 - - 337. 9 167- - 2-
ColonelForman..... .. ... ... .. .. ... 1 1 1 3 6 7 7 1 1 1 . I 363 3 3 213 6 - - I
ColonelPhilips ."... ..:..~~.~~I~~

I

~~~.=- ~ 208 j-2 296
~~-= =

Total 4 5 5.2933.3130 4 5 5 - 221551121311041102 2 10
Comm(mdant Glove,"s. I

_

I

I I: iColonel Shepard .... .. - 1 1 4 4 4 5 I

I

I I - - - 32 14 208 99 6
1

200 1 514 - 2 126 - - I 3
ColonelReed. .. . .. .. .. . .. 1 - 1 3 4 3 8

.
- I I - 1 - 17 14 212 153 8 128 - 501 1 - 139:- - _ _

ColonelGlover.. .. .. 1 1 1 6 7 7 7: - I 1 - I. 18 15 170 43 8

1

'
138 - 361 - 1 2791- - - -

Colonel Baldwin ~~~~~~~I..:~~~~j~_~ 225
~...2:~":", .468..:..I~~~I..:..~-= :...

T"tal 2 3 417,2022,26. 2 4 4 - 3 II 93 55 815/ 442 41 543. 11844 1, 4 716, - - 1 3
GentraIFel/ows's. '

.

I'

. . ...

I
I

.'

I

Colonel Holman I I 1 8, 7 8 8 1 1 I - 1 1 31 15 344 76 102 72i - 594 - - - _. _ _
Colonel Cary 1 1 I 10

.

.10 9 6 - 1 1 - 1 I 36 18 310 130 62 55

1

- 558 4 2 172 - 1 -
_

ColonelSmith.... .. .. .. ..... .. . .. ... .. ... 1 1 1 8 8 8 8 1 I 1 1 1 1 32 16 336 85 76 46 - 543 - -
,

-
_ _ _ _

Total , 33326!2s25'22,233133991~,90029124cim-:- 169542 172~-i~l-=-
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II. 29
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RETURN- Continued.

Commissioned. Staff.
Non. com-
missioned.

RANK AND FILE.
Wanting

to
complete.

.alterations
since

last Return.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

BRIGADES. ".,..
'"l-e..

-"=

"i:i3

..c
'"
'"J:J
".1i
"i:i3

.,,; .
C J:J

"
bJJ

E :>
E ~
8 ~
C C
o 0

-- - -- -- - -- -----------
Commandant Douglass's.

ColonelDou"lass 1 1 - 7 8 8 8 1 1 1 - 1 - 31 17 193196 - 104- 493 1 - - - 1 - -
M.ColonelCook .. .. ... 1 - - - 4', 2 - - - - 1 - 14 1 22 13 24 4 - 60- - - - 2 2
M.ColonelPettibone.. ... . ... - - 1 5 5 - 4 - 1 1. 1 - 29 6 41 40 48 8 - 137- - - - - 7 13
M.ColonelTalcott.. . ... .. ... 1. 1 6 4 - 2 1 1 1 - 1 - 10 - 41 70 - 11- 122. - - - 1 - -

-------
Total 3

] 2 18 21 8 16 2 3 3.. 4.. 84 24 297 3]9 72 124.. 812 1. .. .. 2 9 15
Gmeral Wadsworth's.

ColonelGay.. . .. .. ... - . 1 6 7 8 8 1 1 1, 1 1 31 16 200 46 142 47 2 432 1 - 232 - - - .
Colonel Sage 1 1 1 7 8 7 8 - 1 1 - 1 1 30 14 217 54 14~ .65 - 487 2 2 177, 1 - 4
ColoneiShelden 1] 8 6 6 8 1 11.. ~ 1 30 15 271 46 116 52.. 485 2 1 179262.. ..
ColonelChapman.. . .. .. .. . 1 -' 5 5 - 8 - 1 1 - -. 20 10 48 57 7 13 - 135 - ,- 1 - -
ColonelBradley... .. . .. .. 1 1 1 7 8 8 8 1 1 1 - 1 1 31 15 493 54 4 22 - 573 - - 65 4 1 1 1

Total 334-3; -3429403"55-34114270' 12292673211992 21125-3 6533051-15
General Bealt's.

~

Colonel Griffith 1 1 1 9 18 - 9 - 1 J - 1 - 34 16 553 122 -
, - 761, 2, - 1 - 2

ColonelHall 1 1 1 9 16 9. 1 1 - 1 - 29 14 487 52 - 1 537 - -
., 2 2

ColonelRiehardson .. .. ... - 1 1 7 13 6 - 1 1 - 1. 25 10 426 85 5 - 543 4 35 - 1 - 2
Colonel Ewing: 1 1 1 4 8 5 - 1 - 1 - 18 6 251 75 2 344 1 4 155 - 1 - 17

Total 31442915'5 29. 4 3 -=- 41-=-106 46
- 171733'4- - 2 2l8!) 1101190 -=-32 23

General Mi.lfl.in's. ~ I
ColonelHutchinson 1 1 1 6 6 5 7 - 1 1 - 1 - 20 14 265 6, 12 1651- 509 - 1 130 - - - -
Colonel Shee 1 1 1 8 6 9 8 - 1 1. 1 1 31 9 293 54 90 56j 1 494 1 7 146 - - - 3
ColonelMagaw... .. 1 1 1 7 7 7 6 1 - 1 - 1 - 32 10 319 52 96 9 4 480 - Ii 160 - 1 - 2
ColonelHaslett..... .. .... .... ... 1 1 1 8 6 7 8 1 1 1 - 1 1 26 15 435 - 125 8. 568 - 1 72 - 3 - 3
C I

~

1stPennsylvaniaBattalion..- - 1 3 2 3 5 1 1 1 . - - 15 3 90 27 62 10 - 189- - . - - - 46
? 2d do. do - 1 1 4 3 3 2 - 1 - - 1 1 13 6 165 34 35 22 1 257 - - - - - - 63Miles 3d do.Musketry.. . .. - - - 1 4 - 1 - 1 1 - - - 8 5 82 6 40 10 - 138 - - - . - - 49

Tota! 415637343437366-51"3 145 6'2- 1649!240560280!6263511-14508-4-:-166

C~r:;;. ~~e.~o~'~~~~i~e.~t:.~~: } 11111-1101 8/ 81 1011\11 I! -11121 37117/ 383! 147/ 531171-/ 6021-1-1 - 1-1-1-1-

TOTAL OF BRIGADES.

General Parsons's 4 1 3 15 24 23 17 3 5 5 - 5 4 96 58 964 257 423 632 7 229317 7 855 - 3 2 2
General Clinton's 5 4 4 37 38 34 - - 5 5 - 5 1 118 75 1103 289 49 142 9 1593 1 7 578 - 2 1 96
GeneralSentt's 3 4 3 28 30 26 - 2 3 4 - 4 2 89 27 730 101 182 43 2 105817 431287 - 6 1 44
Commandant Sargent's 3 3 4 23 18 13 17 2 4 4 1 2 3 59 32 618 178 181 223 - 1199 1 3 187 1 2194 12
CommandantChester's 1 2 3 28 35 9 32 2 5 5 - 5 4 159 71 684 373 214 32510 1606 - 1 111) 1J3.J91 78
CommandantHands's. .. .. .. .. ... 2 2 - 12 25 15 6 2 3 3 - 2 1 67 28 754 96 56 40 6 91810 7 537 8 3 2 20
Major Backus's Light Horse. .. . .. - - 1 4 3 3 3 - 1 1 - - - 4 3 101 - 3 - - 104 - - - - - - -
GeneralNixon's.. .. ... 2 3 4 25 27 25 27 1 4 4 - 4 3 103 55 1041) 468 149 446 - 2103 1 21097 111 - 3
CommandantSilliman's 2 3 2 28 23 8 29 1 5 5 - 4 - 111 32 416 244 103 122 - 884 - 1 272 8 - 4 25
General MeDougall's 2 I 1 28 26 24 23 2 3 3 2 3 2 84 42 1126 199 436 417 6 217925 24 897 3 8 1 44
General Heard's 4 5 5 29 33 31 30 4 5 5 - 5 3 122 37 1050 173 296 1022 155112 31104110 2 2 10
CommandantGlover's 2 3 4 17 20 22 25 2 4 4 - 3 1 93 55 815 442 41 543 1 1844 1 4 716 -. 1 3
General Fellows's 3 3 3 26 25 25 22 2 3 3 - 3 3 99 49 990 291 240 173 - 1695 4 2 172 - 1 - -
Commandant Douglass's 3 1 2 18 21 ~ 16 2 4 4 - 4 - 84 24 297 319 72 124 - 812 1 - - - 2 9 15
General Wadsworth's 3 3 4 33 34 29 40 3 5 5 - 3 4 142 70 1229 267 321 199 2 2112 5 3 65330 5 1 5
General Beale's 3 4 4 29 27 28 29 - 4 3 - 4 - 106 46 1717 334 - - 2 2189 1 10 190 - 3

.
2 23

General Mifflin's 4 5 6 37 34 34 37 3 6 6 - 5 3 145 62 1649 240 560 280 6 2635 1 14 508 - 4 - 166
General Weedon's I 1 - 10

1

8 8 10 1 1 1 - 1 2 37 17 383 147 53 17. 602- . - - - - -
Tota! of Brigades... .. . . .. .. . 4748 53 427 451365 363,32 70 70 3;62361718:783 15,666 4418,33793736 9327.37797 159 910062 65 411 556

~ SSm ~ ~
~ C:;c:; Uj m j.;'
o 'Ei=CD ~ rD~ ~rn

COL. KNOX'S REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
.; 8 ~!:!!:! ~ C c E c !i,,:;,,;

'"

~
]

:; ~
.~ : ~ 1

{
~ :

g
.; ~ i ] ~ ~ e E

8~ic3c3~~~~Jr~X8~J~~~ ~
---------------------

1 - - 5 8 3 15 1 1 1 1 1 25 22 35 36 - 16 186 357
- - - 3 - 1 1 - - - - - 1 2 6 6 - - 15 35
- 1 1 1 - - 1 - - - - - - 3 6 7 - - 33 54
- - 1 3 4 4 - - - - - 4 4 10 11 - - 50 94
- - - - -1- - - - - - - - - - - 23

Total ....1111\10Tl19211111111i303157T60~201286 543

Present, for duty.. .. . ... . . .. .. .. .. .. ...
Siek, present ...........
Sick,absent...........................
Oneommand... .. .. .. .. ...
Onfurlough...........................

Deserted-l Drum and Fife; 4 Matrosses. Discharged-l Bombardier; 1 Matross.
Drums and Fifes; 39 Matrosses.

There is besides the above a Company of Artillery at Powle's Hook, of which no return has been made this week.
Regiment is also at Powle's Hook, and has made no return this week.

N. B.-Those regiments with the letter M before them are Continental Militia.

Missing-l Sergeant; 1 Bombardier; 1 Gunner; 2

Colone! Durkee's

- ..

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAl. HEATH.

September 22, 1776.

SIR: His ExceHency wishes success to the expedition
that is to be attempted, and requests that no houses or pri-
vate property may be destroyed by burning or otherwise,
unless there shaH be an absolute necessity.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ROBERT H. HARRISON.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath.

ORDERS TO COLONEL JACKSON.

King's Bridge, September 22, 1776.

SIR: It being determined to make an attempt to dislodge
the enemy from ltlontresor's Island this night, you are to
take the command of the party designed for that purpose,
who are to parade at the new hridge at eleven o'clock.
You will then, without delay, embark them on board the
flat-bottomed boats, and fall down with the tide to Morris-
ania, where you are to remain very silent until the flood
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makes sufficiently to enable you to proceed to the Island,
where you are immediately to land, leaving a party with
your boats, and su~round the en~my, killing or taking them
prisoners, as occasion may reqUIre. You are not to allow
any abuse to the p~is~ners,should yo~ take any. You a.re
not to burn the bUlldmgs,but, according to your best dIs-
cretion, effect the enterprise. Silence, secrecy, and despatch
are all necessary.

I am, sir, yours, &c., W. HEATH.
To Lieutenant-Colonel Jackson, of the Sixteenth Regiment.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 27, 1776.]

King's Bridge, September 22, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the 16th instant, enc!osing
Congress resolutions respectin~ Commissary matters m the
Northern district. I have taken the necessary steps to put
matters on a proper footing there, and doubt not I shall
succeed.

Congress may depend that while I remain in the depa.rt-
ment, my utmost abilities shall be exerted to have the dutIes
of the office well executed, in every part, and as far as pos-
sible, to acceptation.

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most humble servant,
Jos. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

WILLIAM DUER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fishkill, September 22,1776.

SIR: The Convention of this State have established a
Committee of Correspondence for the purpose of facilitating
the intercourse of intelligence betwixt this place and Head-
Quarters. I am directed by that Committee (of which I
have the honour of being a membel') to order their express to
wait on your Excellency daily, to know your commands,
and to receive such accounts of the operations of our army
as your Excellency's leisure will admit you t~ in~or~ us of.

Captain Cooke, who has bee~ empl~yed m smkm~ th.e
vessels opposite to Mount Washzngton, mformed me m hIS
way to Poughkeepsie that he is apprehensive the c~evallx-
de-frise which are sunk in the river may not be sufficIent for
stopping the enemy's ships; and he is. of opinion that
it would tend much to render the obstructions effectual to
sink five or six vessels to the northward of the chevaux-de-
frise.

In consequence of this information, the 90nven~ion of ~his
State ever solicitous to exert themselves m effectmg so Im-
porta~t an object as !he obstruction of the na~igation ~f the
river have entered mto the enclosed resolutIOns,whIch I, .
have the honour to transmIt to your Excellency.

They have likewise given the necessary directions for
supplying you with a quantity of oak plank, agreeable to
General Clinton's request in a late letter.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your
Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

W M. DUER.

To His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-
Chief of the American Army, King's Bridge.

WALTER LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 22,1776.

SIR: I received your order to furnish the officers of the
army and tbe sick witb Madeira wine, coffee, chocolate,
10af-suO"ar,and butter, or such articles as Mr. Avery, Dep-
uty Co~missary-General, may ~rder me. I sh,all not remain
here to obey the Deputy CommIssary-General s orders. In
compliance with yours, I have sent seven hundred pounds to
Kingsto~, to purchase ,,:ine, ~nd order~d a slo~p to be hired
to hrinO"It up. .Wben]t arnves, I WIll send It all forward
myse1f~ unless you order part thereof to be detained for the
other garrisons. I have sent three tiel'ces of loaf-sugar and
a barrel of coffee. Chocolate and butter I cannot procure.
Whatever necessaries you may think proper to order, I will
with pleasure furnish, whether within the line of my duty or
not.

.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
WALTER LIVINGSTON.

To Major-General Gates.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER DATED TICONDEROGA, SEPTEM-

BER 22, 1776.

The fleet is well. Lieutenant Whitcomb is this mo-
ment arrived from St. John's, with an officer and Corporal,
prisoners. They are out of humour. We shall gain s?me
intelligence from them, I expect, but have not exammed
them yet. The army is in good spirits; the season almost
too far advanced to expect an atack.

"INCOGNITO" TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

. Easthampton, September 22, 1776.

SrR: When of late I have wrote your Honour, it has
been seized and stopped by the way; nor have I been able
to devise a method of conveyance till this day. Countless
reports have from time to time been ventilated and spread,
with much assurance, that your Honour had given positive
orders for the removal of the people from the east end of
this Island, with all their effects, and those who obeyed not
must be judged inimical to the general good of America,
and expect to be utterly laid waste and destroyed. But
relying upon your Honour's wisdom and benevolence, I have
told the people that your Honour and the Government of
Connecticut, they might depend, would never pursue meas-
ures oppressive to the oppressed, whatever individuals might
design. By converse this day with some ge?tIemen your
Honour hath sent over here, people are convmced that no
more has been proposed to be taken from them, by orders
given by your Honour, than an overplus of what they have
not present necessity for, and which, perhaps, would soon
be demanded by General Howe. Last week a vessel load
of cattle and a boat load of calves were taken from JUon-
tauk, and carried to Groton, or thereabouts, supposed en-
tirely without orders. Some orders given at Head-Quarters,
at Saybrook, and executed, whereby the people of South-
ampton and Bridgehampton have thousands of sheep, and
even all their flocks, taken from them, poor and lean sheep
as well as fat, and are utterly destitute, hath extremely dis-
tressed poor people, and alarmed their fears, so that they
know not what sufferings they shall soon share in. As to
the orders your Honour hath given, the people think not
strange, who were expecting them in consequence. of war
and their present unhappy situation. But to have tbe whole
species and kind indiscriminately and entirely taken from
them, and vessel loads of stock taken away, without orders
given properly, and without any account taken, this they
judge oppressive, and effective of their utter ruin in the
issue. In this, their distressed situation, the people have their
waiting eyes lifted up to your Honour, requesting and sup-
plicating that, if possible, a stop may be put to these last-
mentioned oppressive methods of procedure. They look
upon themseh-es as a people given up by the Continent, and
know they must obey the orders which are given them, or
abide the infinitely shocking consequences of a refusal.
They wish, too, and presume they will be looked upon in a
proper point of view. Notwithstanding emigration, tbere are
now at least a thousand people in the town of Easthampton.
'Tis impossible for them all to remove to the Continent with
their effects. Many families would be ruined as to worldly
substance in so doing. The people, in their present dis-
tressed and perplexed situation, would yet hope that they
may not be as a torch on fire at both ends, which must
necessarily have a quick consumption.

Considering the times in which we are fallen, your Hon-
our will please to excuse me, if I only add, your Honour's,
&c., &c., &c., INCOGNITO.
To Hon. Jona. Trumbull, Esq., Governour of Connecticut,

in New-England.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, September 22,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Since my last I have been to see Govern-
our Trumbull on the business of his letter to me, a copy of
which you have enclosed. From there I went to .New-
London, which place I left the. 19th instant. Captain
IIacker is there with the Hampden; he has proved her, and
she will be ready for sea in a few days, but not full manned.
Have ordered her round to Newport. there to join the AL-
fred, who I expect will be cleaned and ready for the sea in
a week. The two frigates here will be readr for sea in a

..
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week or ten days, but it wil] be very difficult to man any of
them, without you will make the chance of prize money as
good as they get in the privateers, which is one half, and
large sums advanced to the people before they go to sea.

I expect Governour Hopkins every day; hope he will
bring with him the commissions for the officers of tbe new
ships. The Alfred and the Hampden shall send as soon
as possible on the station you ordered, and if Governour
Hopkins brings no other orders for the new frigates, I think
it will be the best use they can be put to, to attempt to clear
the Sound with them, as Govemour Trumbull advises, as
that, if effected, will give great ease to supplying our army
near New- York.

Since I wrote you there have arrived here seven or eight
valuable prizes, sent in by the privateers out of this place,
and a brig (Captain Biddle's prize) was taken by tbe
Cerberus; a few days ago the people got on shore in their
boats, and are set out for Philadelphia. There is a report
that a prize brig, taken by the Cvlumbus, was spoke with a
few days ago.

Enclosed you have a list of the privateers out of this
place; them that are called letters of marque, expected to
get manned in the French Islands. You likewise have a
list of the prizes brooght in here.

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most humble
servant, ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Marine
. Committee at Philadelphia.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Providence, September 22, 1776.

SIR: When I left you I went to New-London, and saw
your ship, and come from there here, and I am of opinion
that the two frigates here will be ready for the sea by the
time your ship will be ready, if it is possible to man them.
If I receive no orders to the contrary from the Marine Com-
mittee, by my brother, who I expect every hour, shall be
ready to follow allY orders or advice you may think best to
give me respecting their operation.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Governour of
Cvnnecticut. at Lebanon.

ARTHUR LEE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.
London, September 23, 1776.

DEAR SIR: My absence from town till now prevented
my answering your two last favours of September 3d.

By our latest and best accounts from America the die is
now cast, and we may every day expect to hear of a deci-
sive action at New- York; decisive I mean as to the fate of
General Howe and New- York, but not of America, which
depends very little upon the event of New-York being
taken or saved.

There is a publick torpor here, which, without being
superstitious, one may regard as a visitation from heaven.
The people in general think the declaration of indepen-
dence as a thing of course, and do not seem to feel them-
selves at all interested in the vast consequences which that
event must inevitably draw after it. The Ministry have
by certain manreuvres contrived to keep up the demand
for, and price of manufactures; and while trade and manu-
factures apparently prosper, the people are so deaf, that
wisdom may cry out in the streets and not be heard. But
the course of the seasons is not more fixed, than it is cer-
tain that these ministerial arts must be temporary in their
operation and fatal in their issue; because the more men
are flattered, the more desperate they are when the ca]amity
comes upon them. Already the West-India Islands begin
to cry out, as you will have seen in the address from the
Island of Barbadoes. The great number of captures lately
made of West-India ships by the Americans, bave already
had very visible effects upon the Royal Exchange. Hol-
land taking the alarm, which the least movement on the part
of France would produce, must shake our stocks to the foun-
dation, and give an equal shock to a deluded prince and a
deluded people.

The characters you desire me to touch upon are such as

seldom occur in the same period. Lord Sandwich has
been noted through a long life for every thing in word and
deed, directly opposite to honesty and virtUe. With mod-
erate abilities, and little real application, he maintains an
appearance of both by impositions and professions, which,
at a time so averse to inquiry as the present, pass for facts.
Lord George Germain, though cradled in England, has
all the principles of a Scotchman; subtle, proud, tyrannical,
and false. In consequence of his patronising the Scots,
they have always been his panegyrisis and his advocates,
and as they are a people indefatigable in all interested pur-
suits, they have procured him a character for ability which
he very little deserves. Dissimulation and craft in worldly
occurrences too often pass for real wisdom; and, in that
sense, Lord George is a wise man. Such a man could not
long pass unnoticed and unpatronised by a Court which
seal'ches with Iyncean eyes for the basest hearts, and is
actuated by Scotch principles and Scotch counsels. Lord
Suffolk is a peer of sullen pride and arbitrary principles.
He listed in the publick cause with Mr. Wedderburne, under
the banner of George Grenville; and while his life gave
the hope of success in getting preferment, they' were the
loudest in opposition; but immediately upon his death, they
made their terms, and have been ever since the most de-
voted toolsof the Court. Lord Suffolk recommendshim-
self very much to the King, by an indefatigable attention
to the little detail business of his department, and an obse-
quiousness that knows no bounds. Lord Rochford is by
birth a Tory, and is linked with Lord Mansfield; but his
fears have made him withdraw himself upon an ample pen-
sion, for he is persuaded that France will soon strike a blow
which will endanger the heads of those who conduct these
measures.

I have been apprised by Hortalez, that the businessfor
which I recommended him to you is to be transacted
through France, which is the reason of your not seeing him.

I do not conceive you need be under any alarm about
intercepted letters, as the Ministry have too much upon
their thoughts, and too many more immediately dangerous
and known opponents at bome, to soffer them to look abroad
for victims. Their success must be certain and decisive
before they will venture to attack the friends of America
in Europe, and provoke retaliation. I flatter myself with
being as much within the eye of their enmity as any man
can be. But I think that the enmity of bad men is the
most desirable testimony of virtuous merit. Adieu.

ARTHUR LEE.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CDLONEL RUMSEY.
[No, 186.] Annapolis, September 23, 1'776.

SIR: We received your letter by the post, and observe
what is said abom the expenditure of the three hundred

pounds formerly sent the Committee of Harford. We say
nothing in answer to that at present, nor to what you say
about the Committee of Observation refusing to act with
regard to arms and blankets in Harford. Weare wining
that the company which is first ready in your County should
have them. We expect it will be from your battalion; but
if otherwise, the first ready must have them, for their en-
couragement. We have given Mr. Steel the bounty money
and one month's pay for a company to be raised according
to your letter of recommendation on Saturday last. We
shall hereafter advance for another company w_hen we
receive the recommendations.

. We have heretofore wrote you about attending the
Cooncil of Safety, to which you have given no answer,
from whence we conclude you have not received it. The
Convention would not proceed to any new appointment,
only in the room of Mr. Hands, who declined. Pray let
us have your personal attendance here for two or three
weeks, as soon as YOll can; at furthest by the first of next
week. Weare, &c.

To Colonel Be7ifami'n Rumsey.

N. B. Ge~ linen for tents, if you can procure any upon
reasonable terms; you are as good a judge of the price as
we are.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL HALL.

[No. 187.] Annapolis, September 23,1776.

SIR: We send you the bounty and ad vance money for
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Captain Francis Holland's company. Colonel Rumsey
wrote this day about the guns and blankets collected in
your County for the publick. Our answer was, that the
company first ready must have them, by way of encourage-
ment to exert themselves. Mr. Ray's order on the Treasury
was for the sum of four hundred and twenty-nine pounds
currency . We are, &c.

To Colonel Aquila Hall.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THOMAS RINGGOLD.

{No. 188.] Annapolis,September23,1776.
SIR: Be pleased to bring with you when you come over

to the Convention the Continental money which is in your
possession, belonging to this State. We are, &c.

To Thomas Ringgold, Esq.

In Committee, Baltimore, September 23, 1776.

Upon motion, Resolved, n. c. d., That Lieutenant Eze-
kiel Towsin be recommended to the honourable Council of
Safety as' a proper person to command the guard to be
stationed at the magazine at Armstrong's tavern.

Extract from the Minutes:
GEO. Lux, Clerk.

N. B. The house will be completed in about a fortnight.

TORIES WHO BROKE GAOL AT FREDERICK-TOWN ON THE

NIGHT OF THE 23D OF SEPTEMBER, 1776.

Aaron Verdue, an Englishman, about six feet high, a
very strong, well-made man, ruddy complexion, chestnut
brown curled hair; had on an old brown broadcloth coat
and jacke,t, a pair of leather breeches, stockings, shoes, and
an old hat.

Alexander McCraw, a Scotchman, a well-made man,
about five feet nine inches high; had on a coarse hunting-
shin and leather breeches, a pair of striped trowsers, and a
pair blue stockings, yarn, a pair of shoes and Scotch bonnet.

Kenniih Stewart, a Scotchman, well-made, about five
feet nine inches high; wears a long hunting-shirt with
pockets in the sides of it, a pair of leather breeches, white
stockings, a brown surtout coat and Scotch bonnet; pre-
tends to have some knowledge in physick.

Robertson York, a Pennsylvanian, about five feet seven
or eight inches high, slender-made man, red hair, curled on
his neck, remarkable large lips, and bad teeth; is a very
chattering fellow; had on a short brown coat, mixed
coloured cloth jacket, and leather breeches, shoes and
stockings.

Robert Turner, an Englishman, about five feet eleven
inches high, well-made, strong man, short brown hair; had
on a light-coloured surtout coat, made in the Quaker
manner, a country cloth clo3e brown coat, blue cloth jacket,
pieced in the back with pale blue cloth, a pair of grey
cloth and a pair of fustian breeches, several pairs of ribbed
yarn stockings, shoes, and hat.

Thomas Branford, an Englishman, about five feet six
inches high, a slim made man, and very pale countenance,
short black hair; an old grey cloth coat, striped cotton
jacket, leather breeches, worsted stockings, shoes and hat.

Stephen Lysney, a Pennsylvanian, five feet five inches
high j a well-proportionedman, has a dimple in his chin,
short, dark brown hair; a hunting-shirt, a brown shal100n
jacket, leather breeches, and a pair of trowsers, stockings,
shoes, and a large hat.

Whoever takes up and secures the above persons, so that
they may be brought back to their place of confinement,
shall have at the. rate of eight dollars for each, or fifty-six
dollars for all of them. Per order.

COLONEL SUI TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Upper Marlborough, September 23, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I received by Captain Covington two
hundred and twenty-two pounds of bounty money for the
company to be raised in this County, which I have this day
paid to Messrs. Levin Covington, R. Wooton, R. Crable,
and Thomas Hands, gentlemen recommended by the Field
Officers of this County to recruit said company. As there
are no Field Officers belonging to the Eleventh Battalion

except myself, the gentlemen appointed by Convention
having resigned and returned their commissions, and are
unwil1ing to act again, it's very troublesome and disagreeable
to me to continue. I have therefore now returned you my
commission also, and beg a new appointment may be made
of Field Officers. And I am, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant, JOSEPHSIM.
To the Honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

~DOCTOR WEISENTHALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore town, September 23, 1776.

SIR: I received a letter from Dr. Tootel1 which I take
the liberty to communicate to you, as it refers to a verbal
order of the Council of Safety to deliver to him aH the
medicines, shop-furniture, instruments, &c., belonging to the
Province, now under my care.

As the reason for it is, because the hospital in Annapolis
is crowded with patients, and medicines are much in request,
I will take the liberty to observe, that the whole shop can-
not be so easily removed without manifest loss and great
trouble; every thing must be taken out of boxes, drawers,
&c., and packed up singly, then packed into chests or bar-
rels; the shop furniture likewise must suffer, besides we
being burthened with several useless articles in bulky furni-
ture, as well as medicines, and the expenses made in putting
them in order, would be likewise thrown away. If I add
to this, that our hospital is perhaps crowded equally to that
in Annapolis, and wants medicines, and considering that
this may be deemed the safest place for the repository, if at
any time any disturbance should happen in the Province.
The Defence and Resolution, as well as the frigate, have
been from time to time supplied with medicines, which is
another reason I must give.

Dr. Tootell, at his first accession to his majority,gave
me an invoice of medicines he wanted; but as we had not
the fourth part of them, neither in quantity nor at all, I fur-
nished him with what we had; and when in Philadelphia
I made inquiry, the whole city could not have furnished the
half. I assorted our shop as welJ as the scarcity would
admit of. I have not received any order from the Doctor

. since for a supply, which is about ten days ago. I got a
little supply; should have furnished him if he would return
his prescriptions to the present situation of affairs. I shall,
however, deliver every thing according to order of the
Council, whenever it is so desired, along with the patients.

Chirurgical instruments are not in my possession except
a few lancets, a bullet forceps, and some needles, as well as
three small catheters, having hitherto made use of my own
instruments. The capilal instruments are on board the
Defence, and in Annapolis.

I beg to excuse my intruding on your patience, and am,
with due respect, your most obedient, humble servant,

C.WEISENTHALL.

To Charles Carroll, Esq., Barrister, Mount Clare.

CAPTAIN COOKE TO MARYLAND COUNCII, OF SAFETY.

Potowmaek, Ship Defenee, September 23, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I have thought it best to send the tender
up, as her mainmast head is sprung, and am under the neces-
sity of keeping Mr. Middleton as a pilot, to carry the ship
down the bay. I have endeavoured to get one at Smith's
Creek, but could not. I am informed by Commodore
Boucher that he was chased by the Fowey off the capes.
I shall use every proper method in my power for the safety
of our ship. I have the pleasure to inform you that the
greatest harmony subsists amongst the whole ship's crew,
and all in high spirits and good health. I shaH inform you
fuHyof our state by the return of MI'."ftfidclleton.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant,

.G CEORGE OOKE.

To the Honourable Council of Safety.
N. B. Commodore Boucher was chased the 14th instant.

G.C.

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee, September :23, 1776,
Present: William Aisq!tith, Chairman, P. D.; Andrew
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Buchanan, W. Buchanan, W. Wilkinson, C. Ridgely of
William, D. Lux, J. Smith, J. Boyd, T'1Rutter, J. Cockey,
D Shaw, J. Standeford, and E. Talbot.

The fine of Mr. George Counsellman is reduced from six
pounds to three pounds.

The fine of ten pounds assessed on Mr. Aquila Gallo-
way, as a non-enroller, is remitted, it appearing from a cer-
tificate from Dr. Weisenthall that he is non-effective.

The fineof fivepounds imposedon Joseph Hilton, as a
non-enroller, is reduced to three pounds.

Mr. CharlesRogers is hereby directed to delay distressing
the effects of Sater Stevenson and Nathan Perigo till further
orders from this Committee.

Fifty-five shillings was given to Mr. Edward Talbot for
a gun, and fifty shiJlings to Mr. Michael Craner for a gun,
and an order for payment given to Mr. Samuel Purviance,
Chairman of Committee.

Upon motion,
Resolved, n. c. d., That Mr. Ezekiel Towson, be re-

commended to the honourable Council of Safety as a proper
person to command the guard to be placed at the magazine
at Armstrong's.

Attest: GEO. Lux, Secretary.

ROBERT MORRIS TO JOHN JAY.

Philadelphia, September 23, 1776.

DEARSIR: Although your express delivered me your
favour last Wednesday or Thursday, yet I did not receive
the letter from Mr. Deane until this day, and shall now
send after the express, that he may convey this safe to your
hands j should he be gone, I must find some other safe con-
veyance. You will find enclosed both Mr. Deane's letters,
as you desired, and I shall thank you for the copy of the
invisible part. He had communicated so much of this
secret to me before his departure, as to let me know he had
fixed with you a mode of writing that would be invisible to
the rest of the world; he also promised to ask you to make
a full communication to me, but in this use your pleasure;
the secret, so far as I do or shall know it, will remain so to
all other persons. It appears clear to me, that we may
very soon involve all Europe in a war, by managing prop-
erly the apparent forwardness of the Court of France. It is
a horrid consideration that our own safety should call on us
to involve other nations in the calamities of war. Can this
be morally right, or have morality and policy nothing to do
with each other? Perhaps it may not be good poJicy to
investigate the question at this time. I will therefore only
ask you whether General Howe will give us time to cause
a diversion favourable to us in Europe? I confess, as things
now appear to me, the prospect is gloomy indeed. There-
fore, if you can administer comfort, do it. Why are we so
long deprived of your abilities in Congress? Perhaps they
are more usefully exerted where you are: that may be the
case; but such men as you, in times like these, should be
every where.

I am, with true sentiments of respect and esteem, dear
sir, your obedient and humble servant,

ROBERT MORRIS.
To John Jay.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO JOHN LANGDON.

Philadelphia, September 23, 1776.

DUR SI,R: Yours, by Captain Manly, I have received,
and should have been glad of affording him any assistance
in my power, but unluckily they (the Marine Committee)
commonly meet in the evening, when I am not able to attend
them on account of my health. The latter end orIast week
CaptainRoche calledonme,and toldmeCaptain Manly was
taken very sick. I have not heard from him since, so hope
he is better.

I hope Colonel Whipple and your successor as a Dele-
gate are now setting off for this city to relieve me. I am
very anxious to have them here, as some very important
affq.irsare before the Congress, and my health will not per-
mit my constant attendance j and I am loth to be absent,
as you know the voice of a single Colony is often very
important. I shall not write to Colonel Whipple, as I think
he must be on his journey before this reaches you.

I am sorry our affairs at New-York have succeeded so
badly. We want a regular, welI-disciplined army, and

more experienced Generals. A regular standing army we
must have, at all events, against another year. You will
see the plan the Congress has laid for effecting it. The
conduct of some of the New-England soldiers this year has
afforded me great pain, though I be]ieve some of the disaf-
fected this way have represented their conduct worse than
it deserved, yet the affair at the Cedars, and of someat
New- York, are not to be excused.

I have this moment received Colonel Whipple's letter of
the 10th instant, wherein he recommends Hopley Yeaton
for a Lieutenant of your ship, in the room of Mr. Wheel-
right, and some other marine affairs, which I shalI lay
before the Marine Committee, and try to procure the orders
he mentions, though at present I cannot meet with them in
the evening, as I am at present troubled with a fever-fit
every evening; however, I will do the best I can in the
affair. Colonel Whipple informs me the Colony had not
then appointed another Delegate in your stead. I hope
the Colonel has set off without him, and the other may be
appointed and follow after as soon as convenient.

I hope you will soon have the Raleigh fit for sea. I will
try to procure orders for her and one of the Newbury ships
to take the Millford frigate, which it seems is a great plague
to the Northern States. Prepare her as soon as possible
for the business.

I am, dear sir, your sincere friend,
JOSIAH BARTLETT.

To Mr. John Langdon.

JOSEPH CARY AND JONATHAN PIERSON TO RICHARD PETERS.

PhiJadelphia, September 23, 1776.

SIR: This being the second time of troubling you, hope
you will not take it amiss our sending this epistle to inform
you that we should think ourselves very happy in having a
hearing before you, or who is proper to examine us. This
being the first time of our being in confinement, and that
without a cause, as we never were employed, or any other
way meddled or made, but on the contrary were endeavour-
ing to get out of the country towards the West-Indies, where
we might be quiet, we hope you will take our maHer into
consideration; and as we are strangers here, and not ac-
quainted with anyone, our request is that we may have
either the liberty of a parole or leave to depart from this
Continent.

Weare your most obedient, &c.,
JOSEPH CARY,
JONATHAN PIERSON.

EXTRACT FROM A JOURNAL KEPT BY THE CHAPLAIN OF COL-

ONEL DURKEE'S REGIMENT.

Powle's Hook, September 15,1776. After Long-Island
was evacuated, it was judged impossible to hold the city of
New- York, and for several days the artillery and stores of
every kind had been removing, and last night the sick were
ordered to Newark, in the Jerseys; but most of them could
be got no farther than this place and Hoebuck, and as there

.is but one house at each of those places, many were obliged
to lie in the open ail' till this morning, whose distress when
I walked out at day-break gave me a livelier idea of the
horrours of war than any thing I ever met with before.
The commandant ordered them every thing for their comfort
that the place afforded, and immediately forwarded them to
the place appointed and prepared for them.

About eight this morning three large ships came to sail
and made up towards tbe Hook. The garrison, consisting of
the Twentieth Continental Regiment, (Colonel Durkee's,)
and a regiment of Jersey Militia, (Colonel Duyckinck's)
we:e ordered into ?ur works. Soon after they had tak:n
their posts, the ships came up near Jerse.y shore to avoid
our shot from the grand battery, (the removal of the cannon
from which t~ey were ignora~t of,) and as they passed up
the .North Rwer kept up an lllcessant fire upon us; their
shot (a great part of which was grape) raked tbe whole
Houk, but providentially one horse was all the loss we sus-
tained by.it. The fire was briskly returned from our battery
by C~ptam. Dana, who commanded a company of the train
on this statIOn. It gave me great pleasure to see the spirit
of the troops around me, who were evidentJy animated by
the whistling of the enemy's shot, which often struck so
near them as to cover them with dust.
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About eleven o'c1ock a furious cannonade was heard a
little above New- York, and before night numbers came over
from the city and informed that it was evacuated by our
troops, and about sunset we saw the tyrant's flag flying on
Fort George.

Having received intelligence that a number of our troops
were in the city, and the enemy spread across the Island
above it, two small parties were ordered to assist them in
making their escape. Two Captains, with about forty men,
two brass howitzers, and about two tons of military stores,
were brought off by one of them; the other party, con-
sisting of five men only, were fired upon by the enemy,
(supposed the Tories, who have committed a number of
robberies on the friends of America,) when one Jesse
Squire, of Norwich, was wounded, who, together with
another, fell into their hands.

16th. About two o'clock Jhis morning aTi attempt was
made to burn the ships that passed up the North River yes-
terday and anchored about three miles above us; one of
them (the Renown, of fifty guns) was grappled, but broke
her grappling and came down by us again. Another
cannonade ensued, but no damage was received on our
side.

The brave Colonel Duyckinck, who did all he could to
retain his men, could now keep his regiment no longer, but
was obliged to retreat to Bel-gen, from which time Colonel
Durkee was left on the Hook with only a part of his regi-
ment, consisting of about three hundred effective men.

17th. An express arrived with information that Colonel
Williams, from Connecticut, was ordered to reinforce us,
and might be expected the next day, but was not able to
join us till our retreat to Bergen, the 230.. This day a
large quantity of lead musket-ball and buckshot was dis-
covered in a suspected house, about a mile and a half
above us, and brought down to this place and properly
secured for the United States. Towards night the Renown
returned back to her station up the North River, but kept
neal' the eastern shore to avoid the shot from OUI'battery,
which, however, kept up a brisk fire upon her as long
as she was within reach.

18th. Nothing material happened here. Just at even-
ing, intelligence was received that the brave Lieutenant-
Colonel Knowlton, of our regiment, was killed in the action
that happened a little below King's Bridge on Monday, as
he was fighting with undaunted courage at the head of a
body of Rangers, the command of which was assigned him.
The joy the success of that action would have occasioned
was greatly lessened in this department by the Joss of an
officer so greatly respected and beloved.

20th. The Renown returned back again to the fleet, and
though she passed close in with New- York shore, yet as
there was very little wind about forty shot from our battery
were fired at her, many of whichtook effect. She lay all
next day upon a careen to repair.

21st. At two this morning we were waked up by the
guards, who informed us that New- York was on fire. As
the fire began at the southeast end of the city, a little east
of the grand battery, it was spread by a strong south wind,
first on the East River, and then northward across the
Broadway, opposite to the old English Church, (if J mis-
take not the name;) from thence it consumed all before it
between Broadway and the North River, near to the Col-
lege, laying about one third part of the city in ashes (in the
opinion of those best acquainted with it;) and had not the
wind as it veered to the west, died away, the remainder of
that nest of vipers would have been destroyed.

This evening a seaman, who said he belonged to Provi-
dence, that he was taken and obliged to fight against his
countrymen on board the Roebw;k, made his escape by
swimming from New-York, to this p]ace. He informed that
the men on boara the Roebw;k were very sickly, that they
had lost one hundred since they left the Capes of Virginia.
He also gave notice that preparation had been made to attack
this post; that a number of large ships were to come up and
endeavour to silence our batteries, while a large body of the
troops in boats (which we discovered on the opposite shore
above us this afternoon) were to make a descent above us
and endeavour, to cut off our retreat; that it was to have
been executed this morning, but the fire prevented.

22d. As no reinforcement could be sent us, we received
orders this morning to remove our artillery, stores, and bag-

gage, and hold oufSel ve, in readiness to retreat; and before
night most of them were removed.

Abollt nine, A. M., we saw the enemy embarking in flat-
bottomed boats, about two miles above us, who appeared in
large numbers on the shore after their boats (about thirty)
were full. Four ships at the same time came to sail below,
and stood up towards us, but they soon came to anchor
again, and the boats which had pushed off returned back.
Had they come at this time, we must either have retired and
left them large quantities of artillery stores, or fought their
army and navy at the same time with our small detach-
ment, and that under every disadvantage; but they saw fit
to retire to get more strength, as appeared afterwards, though
they could not be ignorant of our weakness, as our men
were paraded every day in full view of them.

23d. At one o'dock, P. M., having removed every thing
of value, we were ordered to retreat from the Hook. As
soon as we began our march, four ships came up and
anchored near the shore around the Hook; at the same
time a number of boats and floating-batteries came down
/i'om just above New- York; the latter run up into the
cove opposite the causeway that leads to Bergen. After
taking a considerable time to see that there was nobody to
hurt them, they began a most furious cannonade on our
empty works, which continued until they had wearied them-
selves. In a word, they dared to come much nearer, and
displayed the boasted British valour in much brightercolollfs
than ever they had while there remained a single man to
oppose them. Meanwhile our little battalion retreated, with
drums beating and colours flying, to Bergen; and before
night the brave Britons ventured on shore and took posses-
sion of our evacuated works, where they have taken every
precaution to prevent our formidable detachment from
returning and driving them from a post which. with so great
a display of heroism, they have got possession of. '

"The post we now possess covers the Jerseys. Here we
are reinforced by a number of regiments; more are daily
coming in; the sick are recovering; the troops in high
spirits, and we have no fear but we shall be able to main-
tain our ground against all the banditti of George the
Third.

.

Newark, September 28, 1776.

In our last we informed our readers that the city of New-
York was in flames on Saturday morning, the 21st instant;
since which we have many and different reports concerning
that melancholy affair, the most authentick of which, we be-
lieve, is as follows, viz: That the fire originated at or near
Whitehall, soon extended to the Exchange, took its course
up the west side of Broad street, as far as Verlattenberu
Hill, consuming all the blocks from the Whitehall up.
The flames extended across the Broadway from the house
of Mr. David Johnston to Beaver lane, or Fincher's alley,
on the west, and carried all before it, a few buildings ex-
cepted, to the house at the corner of Barclay street, wherein
the late Mr. Adam Vandenberg lived, sweeping all the
crossed streets in the way. The buildings left standing on
the west side of the Broadway are supposed to be Captain
Thomas Randall's, Captain Kennedy's, Doctor ]}laltet's,
Mr. John Cortlandt's sugar-house and dwelling-house, Dr.
Jones's, Hull's tavern, St. Paul's, Mr. Axtell's, and Mr.
Rutherford's. The cause of the fire is not known. We
imagine a sixth part of the whole city is destroyed, and
many familieshave lost their all.

SIlt WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

York-Island, September 23, 1776.

My LOItD: Between the 20th and 21st instant, at mid-
night, a most horrid attempt was made by a number of
wretches to burn the town of New- York, in which they suc-
ceeded too well, having set it on fire in several places with
matches and combustibles that had been prepared with great
art and ingenuity. M any were detected in the fact, and
some killed upon the spot by the enraged troops in garrison;
and had it not been for the exertions of Major-General
Robertson, the officers under his command in the town, and
the brigade of Guards detached from the camp, the whole
must infallibly have been consumed, as the night was
extremely windy.

The destruction is computed to be about one-quarter of
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"
the town; and we have reason to IiUspectthere are villains
still lurking there, ready to finish the work they had beg?n,
one person, escaping the pursuit of a senti.nel the followmg
night, having declared that he would agam set ~re to !he
town the first opportunity. The strictest search ISmakmg
after these incendiaries, and the most effectual measures
taken to guard against the perpetration of their villainous
and wicked designs.

I have the honour to be, &Le., W. HOWE.

EXTRACT OF A LETTEIl FIlOM NEW-YOnK TO A GENTLEMAN

IN LONDON, DATED SEPTEMBEIl 23, 1776.

The day after the city was taken I repaired to it, and
found it a most dirty, desolate, and wretched place. My
house had been plundered by the Rebels of almost every
thing I had left behind. However, ~ur late succ~ss, and
the pleasing prospect before us, especIally as the city was
not destroyed, made me forget this loss. I thought little
about it.

I flattered myself that the city would soon be peopled
again and that matters would speedily be restored to their
forme~state; but the authors of our calamities were deter-
mined to frustrate this expectation. The destruction of the
city was resolved on ~y some villains who ~ere conce~led
in the city. Accordmgly on Thursday mght followmg,
when every thina-was very dry, and a brisk souther!y wind
blew some of them set fire to the houses near Whitehall.
The fire instantly spread and raged with inconceivable vio-
lence. There were few citizens in town; the fire-engines
and pumps were out of order. Two regiments of soldiers
were immediately ordered into town, and many boats full
of men were sent from the fleet. To these, under Provi-
dence it is owina-that the whole city was not reduced to
ashes.' The destruction was very great. Between a third
and fourth of the city is burnt. All that is west of the new
Exchange, along Broad street to the North River, as high
as the City-Hall, and from thence along the Broadway and
North River to King's College, is in ruins. St. Paul's
Church Rnd the Co)lege were saved with the utmost diffi-
culty. Trinity Church, the Lutheran Church, the parson-
age, and charity-school are destroyed. Between a thou-
sand and fifteen hundred houses are burnt, and we are
under the most dismal apprehensions that there are some
more of these villains concealed in town to burn what is
ret left. Our distresses were great before, but this calam-
Ity has increased them ten-fold. Thousands are hereby
reduced to bea-gary. This scheme was executed to prevent
the King's tr;ops from having any benefit by the city.

The clergy of this Province and New-Jers~y have shut
Uf their churches, as they refused to comply with the orders
o the Congress. In Connecticutthe clergy met and opened
their churches; but they omit the service, and only read the
lessons and a sermon. Before sermon, they use the accus-
tomed collect and Lord's prayer.

.

We got in New- York several thousand barrels of flour.
The storehouses were full of provisions of all sorts, and we
bave every eatable in plenty.

GENEIlAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Qllarters, Heights of Harlem, September 23,1776.

SIll: I have nothing in particular to communicate to
Cona-ress respecting the situation of our affairs. It is much.
the s~me as when I had the bonour of addressing you last.

On Friday night, about eleven or twelve o'clock, a fire
broke out in the city of New- York, near the new or St.
Paul:s Church, as it is said, which continued to burn pretty
rapidly till after sunri~e the next morning. I I~avenot been
informed how the accident happened, nor received any cer-
tain account of the damage. Report. says many of the
houses between the Broadway and the river were con-
sumed.

1 have the honour
most obedient servant)

to be, with great esteem, sir, your

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENEIlAL MEIlCEIl.

Head.Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 23, 1776.

SIll: General Howe, by letter YRsterdayevening, having.
concurred in the proposition for the exchange of General

Sullivan for General Prescott, and informed me that the
former would be sent in a boat to-day to Elizabethtown, in
order that it may be effected, you will be pleased to have
General Prescott in readiness at the point, that he may
return without delay in the boat that brings General Sulli-
van.

In respect to Mr. McDonald, General Howe does not
allow him the rank of a Brigadier, and refuses to execute
the exchange proposed between him and Lord Stirling.
Under these circumstances you will direct his return to
Philadelphia, with the escort that is with him, where Con-
gress will give their direction concerning him.

I am, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General Mercer, or officer commanding at

Elizabethtown.
P. S. You '\vill please to deliver the enclosed letter to

General Prescott.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENEIlAL HOWE.. .

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, Sept. 23, 1776.

SIll: I yesterday evening received the favour of your
letter of the 2ist, by your Aid-de-Camp, Captain Mon-
tresor, in consequence of which I this morning despatched
an express to Elizabethtown, with orders that Major-Gen-
eral Prescott should be permitted to return in the boat that
carried General Sullivan over to that place.

I most readily concur in the proposition you are pleased
to make for the exchange of Brigadier-General Lord Stir-
ling for Governour Montfort Browne, and hav~ ~ent f?r
him accordingly. I should hope that L~rd St~rlzng will
be immediately set at liberty, on my promise that Govern-
our Browne shall be sent to you as soon as he arrives.

I had no doubt but Mr. McDonald's title would have
been acknowledged, having understood that he received his
commission from the hands of Governour Martin; nor can
I consent to rank him as a Major till I have proper author-
ity from Congress, to whom I shall state the matter, upon
your representation. '

Agreeable to your request, I shan transmit to Lieutenant-
Colonel Campbell a copy of the list of officersof the Forty-
Second and Seventy-First Regiments, taken by us last
Spring that it may be rectified in the instances in which it
may b~ wrong; and will then place opposite to their names
the officers I would wish in return for them.

The exchana-eof privates I shall take the earliest oppor-
tunity in my p;wer to carry into execution; but they being
greatly dispers~d through the New-F?nglm~d Governm.ents,
in order to theIr better accommodatIOn, will prevent It for
some time.

Havina- the fullest confidence in your assurance that Mr.
Lovell ~ll be released when he arrives from Halifax, I
have wrote for Governour Skene to come t.o Head-Quar-
ters that he may proceed immediately to you.

As to the exchange of prisoners settled betwel'n Captain
Forster and General Arnold, I beg leave to inform you that
it was a transaction in which I had not the smallest con-
cern; nor have I authority to give directions, in any degree,
respecting tbe matter.

The information you have received concerning the ill
treatment of your officers,I would fain hope is not gene-
rally well founded. The letters from them, which have
passed througb my hands, hold forth a different language.
In particular instances, it is true, there are some who have
been restrained to a doseI' confinement and severer treat-
ment than they otherwise would have been, for breaking or
refusing to give their paroles. Such (I am confident) will
not be countenanced by your Exce1Jency; and I am per-
suaded, by a closer investigation of the. inquiry you will
discover that the.re have been no other persons whate\'er
who have experienced the smallest harshness from us. I
shall, however, obtain all the information on the subject in
my power, that every ground of complaint (if any exists)
may be entirely removed, it being my most earnest wish
that, during this unhappy contest, thl're be every exercise
of humanity which the nature of the case wi1l possibly
admit of. \

Your Aid-de-Camp delivered me the ball you mention,
which was the first of the kind I e\'er saw or heard of.
You may depend the contrivance is highly abhorred by me,
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and e\'ery measure shall be taken to prevent so wicked and
infamous a practice being adopted in this army.

I bave the honour to be, with due regard, your most obe-
dient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-GenerallIowe.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, Sept. 23,1776.

SIR: GenerallIowe, in a letter received from bim yes-
terday evening, by a Aag, having offered to exchange Briga-
dier-General Lord Stirling for GovernoUl' ~Iontfort Browne,
and also requested that Governour Skene may be granted
his liberty without delay, assming me that Mr. Lovell shall
be immediately enlarged on his arrival from lIalifax, and
whose exchallO"e for Governour Skene has been agreed
upon, I must ~ake the liberty of requesting the fa~our of
your notice to these two gentlemen, an? that you will pro-
vide them with a proper escort to repaIr to Head-Quarters
as soon as they can, with their baggage, that the proposed
exchanO"e for Lord Stirling may be effected, and General
Howe';""' request be complied with respecting Govern.our
Skene's beinO" returned. The gent1emen are to consider
themselves u;der parole till such time as they are sent from
Head-Quarters to General Howe.

I must beg your excuse for not having wrote you of late
upon the situation of our affairs and such events as have
cast up in the military line. I shall only add that the
important concerns which have commanded my closest
attention have been the cause, and I am fully persuaded,
will furnish me with a sufficient apology.

Of the evacuation of the city of New- York on Sunday
se'nnirrht, and the retreat to this place, you will have heard
beforeouow, and of the manner in which it was conducted.
I am certain a minute relation of them would only increase
the uneasiness which would naturally arise upon hearing the
events, and therefore, as I have not time, I shall not enter
upon it.

The enemy, by their movements, having unfolded their
pla~ of operations, and discovered that they d~c1ine? making
a direct attack upon the town, and that their designs were
to land in our real', and to cut off all intercourse with the
country, at the same time to prevent any communication
with the Jersey, and States south of the North River, by
means of their ships of war, it became necessary to adopt
such measures as seemed best calculated to baffle their
schemes and pl'Omote the common interests. To these
ends, a Council of Officers determined the evacuation of
the city absolutely necessary; and I have only to wish that
it had been made in a way more honourable, and with less
loss of baggage; which might have been the case had the
troops that remained there for the defence of the lines not
betaken themselves to a most precipitate and disgraceful
flight, contrary to the exertions of their General Officers
and every effort in my power to prevent and form them,
having gone from hence, as soon as the ships began their
cannonade, and whither I had come the night bef&re, to the
m,ain body of our army, in expectation of an attack that
night or the next morning, as the parade of tbe enemy and
the unusual stir amongst them strongly indicated one.
The next morning several large columns of them appeared
on the plains, at the distance of about two miles and a half
below us; and some smart skirmishes ensued between their
advanced patties, composed of the Second Battalion of
In~ntry, a regiment of Royal Highlanders, and three com-
panies of the Hessian Chasseurs or RiAemen, and the
detachments which I sent out to oppose them. Upon this
occasion our men behaved with great spirit and intrepidity,
putting the enemy to flight, and forcing them from their
posts two or three times. Our people buried sixteen or
eighteen of their dead, as they say; and a Sergeant who has
since deserted, reports they had eighty-nine missing and
wounded. Our loss in number was inconsiderable, but
must be considered as great in the fall of Lieutenant-Col-
onel Knowlton, of your State, who commanded a party of
Rangers, composed of volunteers ii'om the several New-
England regiments, and who was a brave and good officer.
Every honour was paid to his merit, in his interment, that
the situation of things would admit of.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

The enemy have formed a large enca.mpment in th.e
plains, or rather heights, below uq: extending across, as It
were from the East to the North R1ver; uut have attempted
nothi;lg, as yet, of a geneml nature. Weare making every
disposition in our power for defence; and J should hope,
from the ground we are on, if they !TIake an attack, and
our men behave with tolerable resolution and firmness, that
they will meet with a repulse, 01"at least, any a~vantage they
gain will be attended with sorrow and a conslderabl.e I?s~.
Major Leitch, who led on a detacl~rnent of the V1rgmw
regiment in the affair of Monday, received three balJs thr.ough
one side. He still retains his spirits, and seems as If he
would recover.

On Fridaynight, about eleven or t~elve o'c)ock, a. fire
broke out in the city of New- York, wluch, burnmg rapidly
till after sunrise next morning, destroyed a great number of
houses. By what means it happened we do not know;
but the gentleman who brought the le~ter ~rom General
IIowe last night, and who was one of Ills Alds-de-Camp,
informed Colonel Reed that several of our countrymen had
been punished with various deaths on account of it, some
by hanging, others by burning, &c.; aJleging that they were
apprehended when committing the fact. .

J have, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

P. S. I would choose that Governours Browne and
Skene should be stopped when they come within ~en or
twelve miles, and detained till one of the escort can mf~nn
me of their coming, and receive my directions respectmg
them.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Head-Quarters at th
o

e Heights of H.rlem, ~
September 23; 1776. 5

SIR : Your favour of tbe 21st instant, enclosing the re-
solution of the Representatives of the State of New- York,
has come duly to hand and will be properly attended to. I
am exceedingly obliged by the readiness you. declare you
will pay to any commands which you may receive from me,
respectinrr the great cause in which we are engaged.

The rr7amBuvres of the enemy before their landing on
Sunday last, were various and perplexing; however, about
eight o'clock in the morning tbey became extremely plain
and obvious. At that time tbey began their operations, by
sending three ships of war up the North River, as high as
Bloumingdale, which put a stop to the removal of our stores
by water, and about eleven of those in the East River
began a constant and heavy cannonade, for the purpose of
securing the grounds and covering the landing of their
troops, where breastworks had been thrown up to oppose
them. As soon as I heard the firing I immediately repaired
to the place of landing, when, to my extreme astonishment,
I discovered the troops who were posted in the Jines retreat-
ing m the greatest disorder, and Parsons's and Fellows's
brigades, who were directed to support them, retreating in
the greatest confusion, and without making the slightest
opposition, although only a small party of the enemy
appeared in view. .As I perceived no dependence ~u]d
be reposed in these troops, and apprehending another
impression might be made on Harlem Plains, by which
means our retreat to this place might be cut off, I directed
the Heights to be secured, and our retreat was effected with
little or no Joss of men, though of a considerable part of the
baggage. Some of our heavy cannon, and a part of our
stores and provisions, which we were about removing, were
unavoidably left in the city, though every means (after it
had been determined in Council to abandon the post) had
been used to prevent it.

On Monday morning last, several parties of the enemy
appeared on the high grounds opposite to our Heights, and
some skirmishing had happened between our troops and
those of the enemy. On reconnoitering their situation, I
formed the design of cutting off such of them as had or migbt
advance to the extremity of the wood; I accordingly ordered
three companies of Vil-ginia Hiflemen, under the command
of Major Leitch, and Colonel Knowlton with his Rangers,
to endeavour to get in tbeir rear, while an apparent disposi-
tion was making as if to attack them in fronf. The enemy
ran down the bill with great eagerness to attack the party

30

"
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in front; but unluckily, from some mistake or misapprehen-
sion, the parties under Major Leitch and Colonel Knowlt.on
began the fireon their flank, instead of their rear. The MajOr
was soon brouaht off the field wounded, and Colonel Knowl-
ton soon recei;'ed a wound of which he is since dead. Their
men, however, behaved with the greatest resolution. Find-
ing that they wanted assistance, I advanced part of <?olonel
Gr~ffith's and Colonel Richardson's ltlaryland regiments,
with some detachments of Eastern troops, who charged the
enemy and drove them fi'om the wood Lathe p~ain,and were
still pursuing, when I judged it prudent to wlth,draw them,
fearing the enemy might be sending a large remforcement
to tire troops which were engaged, which was the case as [

have since understood. A Sergeant who deserted from the
enemv ha5 informed me their party was greater than I
imaCTi~edas it consisted of the Second Battalion of Light

"
,

Infantry, a battalion of Royal Highlanders, and three com-
panies of Hessian Riflemen, under the command ?fGen~ral
Leslie. Their loss by his report amounted to elghty-nme
wounded and missinCT,and eiaht killed; in the latter his
account is altoO'ether"imperfect~ as our people discovered
and buried double that number. I am in hopes this little
success will be productive of salutary consequences, as our
army seems to be greatly inspirited by it.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. ,V ASHlNGTON.

To the Hon. Abraham Yates, Jun., President of the Con-
vention of the State of New- York.

Proceedings of a General Court-Martial of t~e Line held
on the Heights of HARLEM,by order of Hts Excellency
GEORGEWASHINGTON,Esq., Gene/'al and Commander-
in-Chief of the Forces of the UNITEDSTATESOFAME-
RICA,for. the trial of all Prisoners to be brought brfore
them. SEPTEMRER23, 1776.

Colonel MAGAW,President.
Lieut. Colonel Chandler, Captain Brown,
Lieut. Colonel Russell, Captain Cha"mberlain,
Captain Ledyard, Captain Prentice,
Captain Greaton, Captain Rogers,
Captain Wiley, Captain Foster,
Captain Hindman, Captain Stanley.
Captain Scott,

William Tudor, Judge-Advocate.
The Court being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of

Lieutenant Stewart, of Captain Thomas's Independent
Company, under the command of Colonel Smallwood,
brought prisoner before the Court, and accused of "striking
Sergeant Phelps, of Colonel Silliman's regiment, and of
threatening the life of Colonel Silliman, for arresting bim,
Lieutenant Stewart."

The prisoner being arraigned on the said charge, pleads,
"Not guilty."

Captain HUBBEL. Last Wednesday morning Lieutenant
Steww't came to my hut and inquired for Ensign Phelps,
calling him a damned coward. I sent for the man, who is
a SerCTeantin my company; he came up, and Lieutenant
Stew;rt told him he wanted to know his name to report
him for a coward, for he had behaved like a damned cow-
ard the day before, and told him he was not fit (or an
EnsiCTn;on which Phelps replied, he was as fit foran Ensign
as h: (Stewart) was for a Lieutenant. Upon which Lieu-
tenant Stewart immediately stmck him in tbe face with the
flat of his hand. I went off and complained to Colonel
Silliman, and Lieutenant Stewart came up witb the Adju-
tant of our regiment, when Colonel Silliman very mi1dly
talked with Lieutenant Stewart, and told him he ought
to have taken another course; Lieutenant Stewart grew
warm, when Colonel Silliman ordered him under an arrest.
On tbis, Lieutenant Stewart took his hat and flung it on
the ground, and said, "I'll go to my tent-all you can do
is to take my commission, but I am a gentleman, and will
put it out of your power, for I will resign it, and in less than
two hours will be revenged on you, God damn you."
He soon went off. He damned Colonel Silliman several
times.

Sergeant BAss confirms Captain Hubbers testimony
throughout.

JOSEPH PHELPS confirms Captain Hubbel's testimony.

Lieutenant STEWART'SDefence.
Mr. CHESI,EY. Was present when Lieutenant Stewart'

and Sergeant Phelps were talking. The deponent says,
Lieutenant Stewart said Phelps, who he supposed was an
Ensian had behaved cowardly the day before, and that he
mea;t ~o report bim for a coward. Phelps replied, he was
no more a coward than Stewart was-some more words
ensued, when Phelps said something which loohd like
giving Stewart the lie, when Mr. Stewart struck him in
the face.

Lieutenant-Colonel WARE. Was present at the conver-
sation between Lieutenant Stewart and Colonel Silliman,
and did not hear Lieutenant Stewart damn Colonel Silli-
man.

Captain SMITH. I went up with Lieutenant Stewart to
Colonel Silliman, and Lieutenant Stewart showed the
utmost complaisance to the Colonel, and begged to be heard;
the Colonel refused to hear him, and ordered him under an
arrest. Lieutenant Stewart grew warm, and made use of
some hasty expressions.

The Court after mature consideration, are of opinion, that
Lieutenant Stewart is guilty of striking Sergeant Phelps, but
the Court are of opinion that Lieutenant Stewart was pro-
voked to do so; and the Court are of opinion, that Lieuten-
ant Stewart is not guilty of threatening the life of Colonel
Silliman. ROBERTMAGAW,President.

The Court proceeded to the trial of Lieutenant Daniel
Pelton, of Captain Riker's Company, in Colonel Ritze-
ma's Regiment, brought prisoner before the Court, and
accused of" leaving camp and being absent two days with-
out leave from his commanding officer;"

The prisoner being arraigned on the above complaint, pleads
guilty, and acknowledges" that he left camp on Monday
morninO' without leave of absence, and went three or four
miles b"eyond King's Bridge, and returned on 1Vednesday
afternoon following."

The Court are of opinion, that the prisoner is guilty of a
breach of tbe nineteenth article of the rules and regula-
tions for the gO\'ernment of tbe Continental troops, and
sentence tbe said Lieutenant Pelton to be mulcted of one
month's pay for said ommce.

ROBERT MAGAW,President.

i

The Court proceeded to the trial of Sergeant WilHam
Phelps, of Captain Hubbel's Company, in Colonel Silli-
man's Regiment, brought prisoner before the Court, and
accllsed of" cowardice and deserting his party when out on
a scout" on Tuesday, September 17.

The prisoner being arraigned on the above charge, p]eads,

" Not guilty."
"Lieutenant STEWARTdeposes. That he was on a scout-

ing party on Tuesday, 17th of September, and met Captain
Northrop with anotber party, of which the prisoner was
one, and we agreed to endeavour taking the enemy's
advanced guard. We were prevented doing it, but got
down to a fence, where we exchanged some shot with the
enemy. Both parties were together. In about ten min-
utes the prisoner and three or four others ran off to a fence
a hundred yards. The prisoner had a large pewter dish
under his arm; I ordered him to lay down bis dish and go
back, or I would shoot him. I was so intent on the motions
of the enemy, I did not observe him afterwards; it was
immediately after a shot from the enemy that the prisoner
run away.

" ".
JOSEPH MILLER confirms Lieutenant Stewart's deposi-

tion.
NATHANIELTHmlAs confirms Lieutenant Stewart's de-

position, and adds, that the prisoner ran two bundred and
fifty yards and lay behind a fence, and did not join the party
again, as he saw.

Prisoner's Defence.

JOSEPH BASS. After Lieutenant Stewart had threatened
to shoot Sergeant Phelps, and Phelps found that the party
was not going to tbe fence, he asked Captain Northrop if
he should go back, who told him yes, and he accordingly
joined Captain Northrop, and came off with bim when the
party retreated.

Captain NORTHROP. After Lieutenant Stewart ordered
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Phelps back, he came back in a minute and a half and
joined me, and we came off together. The prisoner was of
my party, and I saw nothing of cowardice in him, and would
take him again as soon as any man I know upon a scouting
party.

The Court are of opinion, that the prisoner is not guilty
of the charge against him.

ROBERT MAGAW,President.

COLONEL PAW{..ING TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

King's Bridge, September 23,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am laid und~n'the disagreeable necessity
to inform your Honoursthat I have not had a Surgeon
appointed to m1 regiment agreeable to the resolve of your
honourable House, passed the 16th July last. On my
arrival at this place, (which was the l~th ultimo,) found
many incpnveniences, which were all surmounted without
difficulty, except the non-appointment of a Surgeon, which
I had reason to expect had been done, in compliance to
said resolve; but as it was not done, I attended your hon-
ourable Board at Harlem, and got Dr. Gregur appointed
temporary until another should be appointed. This gen-
tleman gave all the attendance in his power; he at length
told me it was not in his power to attend any longer, and at
the ;;ame time recommended Mr. Joseph Crane; accordingly
Mr. Crane was wrote for; he came, and has attended the sick
of my regiment since the 1st of this instant, and with gen-
eral satisfaction. I therefore desire that this gentleman may
be appointed Surgeon to my regiment, and also that he
may receive proper directions concerning medicines.

Your Honour's compliance will much oblige your very
humble servant, L PEVI AWLING.

To the Honourable the Convention of the State of New-
York, now at the Fishkill.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL, COMMISSARY-GENERAL, TO THE NEW-

YORK CONVENTION.

King's Bridge, September 23, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your letter and resolutions in consequence
of my application for your assistance in procuring immedi-
ately a supply of flour, is recei\'ed. I most sincerely thank
)'Ou for your ready compliance therewith. I doubtnot tbat
the kind assistance of the gentlemen appointed by you will
secure me success. I paid Mr. Banker twelve thousand
five hundred dollars, on account of the pork. When the
vouchers are procured and the price is settled, the remainder
will be paid on demand.

I am, with greatest respect and gratitude, gentlemen,
YOUI'obliged, humble servant, .

J Tos. RUMBULL.

To the Honourable Convention of the State of New- York.

IS to be had in this country. I shall try to get some made.
On the 8th instant I wrote to Congress, and entreated them
to send up nails. It is possible they may order some
to be forwarded to this place; as soon as any arrive, they
will be expedited to you.

I wish I could give .a confirmation of the account of last
week's transactions on York-Island, as you will have re-
ceived it by Major Pierce. It- is partly c.ontradicted by
Captain L'I1£as, who left King's Bridge on Thursday last.

It will undoubtedlybe necessaryto build barracks for a
strong garrison, both at Tyonderoga and on Mount Inde-
pendence. And I beg you to make every preparation for
it in your power, and also effectually to repair the old fort,
as soonas you shall be in a conditionto do it. .

The cordage fi'om Poughkeepsie arrived last night, ex-
cept the cables, which were not finished,and for which I
shall send express.

If potatoes and turnips cannot be procured in sufficient
quantity for the army nearer than Saratoga, and if Mr.
Avery wants any, he may send to my overseer. I suppose
a thousand bushels may be spared.

Not less than one hundredand sixty thousandboardsare
wanted at King's Bridge. I greatly fear we shaH not be
able to procure them.

If you can possibly spare any men, a considerable number
should be employed in cutting fire-wood, and bringing it to
TyonderQga. If it is long delayed, it wiH be difficult to
procure a stock sufficient for the winter's consumption.

I am just now informed by a letter from Mr. Trumbull,
the Commissary-Genera], tbat Mr. Avery is appointed to
act as Commissary in this department, in the room of Mr.
Livingston, Deputy Commissary-General, resigned; and
that he has ordered him to repair to this place. You will
therefore please to send him down.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, hum.ble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 2, 1776.]

Ticonderoga, September 23, 1776.

SIR: As tbe freedom and weJfare of the United States
depend in a great measure upon the speedy establishment

of the new army, I cannot suffer another day to pass over
without sending my sentiments upon a concern so highly
important to your Excellency.

The War-Office returns, which go by tbis conveyance,
will show exactly the term for which each particular corps
is engaged to serve under the present establishment; the
future, therefore, is to be attended to with the utmost wis-
dom and speed. With the most respectful ~ubmission to
the commands of Congress, I take the liberty to propose
the following plan for recruiting the new army in this depart
ment:

Let every regiment, and every officer in each regiment,
now upon the Continental establishment,be continued in
the new; such officers who shall decline all further service
in this, may be replaced by the best men who are desirous
to serve on that establishment. Let twenty-three dollars, or
the following bounty in clothing, be given to every soldier
who will inlist to serve during - years, or the war:

Value in Dollars,
1st. One blackleathercap with a turned-upcape, $1 iT

2d. One blanket coat, - 4
3d. One thick-set waistcoat with sleeves, ~z
4th. Two shirts, 5
5th. Two pairs of shoes, 3
6th. Two pairs of yarn hose, - 2
7th. One bunting-shirt, 2&
8th. One pair of baize or duffilleggins, - - ~k

$~3
Let a contract be made for supplying five thousand of each
of these articles, and delivering them at Albany, by the first
day of January. This is Intended for a magazine, to supply
those who shall have taken dollars for their bounty, and will

GENERALSCHUYLERTO GENERALGATES. afterwards want clothing. If some soldiers prefer to take
Alb~ny, September23,1776. . doJlars, let them have dollars; their pay must afterwards he

D1"ARGENEttA~: I am ~xtrerI!ely sorl; that it is not in stopped for their clothing, which makes it a matter of indif-
my power to furmsh you with sbmgle naIls. Not a pound ference to Congress. Most of the Eastern men will take the

'"'

GENERALSCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, September 23,1776.

DEAR SIR: General Gates has requested me to send up
twenty casks of shingle nails. He says" the carpenters are
unable to proceed with the publick works for the want of
them." I bave wrote to Congress on the 8th instant,
begging tbat a quantity migbt be sent up; but if your Ex-
cellency can spare any, I wish to have them sent with all
possible despatch, as we cannot procure any here, and those
from Philadelphia may probably not arrive in time, if at
all.

The Committee of the town of Schenectady have requested.

me that barracks should be built tbere for the accommoda-
tion of any troops fhat may be quartt:'red there, or pass through
it. I do not conceive myself authorized to take such a step

without your Excellency's consent, or that of Congress.
I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, your Excel-

lency's obedient, humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington, &Lc., &Lc.
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clothing; there the largest numb('r must be supplied. The
Congress should immediately contract for five thousand of
the articles here mentioned; one llalf of which must be at
Ticonderoga by the first day of November. In the mean
timp, (that is as soon as the resolve of Congress shall be
sent to me,) proclamations may be made to the army of the
bounty intend~d to be given, and such as choose dollars
may be paid as fast as they incline to take them; those who
choose the clothing, may be assured of receiving it upon a
certain day, to be named. Two thousand five hundred men
and officers will be enough to guard this post from Novem-
ber till Apr1:l, and the like number at Albany, Fort Stan-
wix, ami the posts upon the communications leading to that
fort and Ticonderoga. If Congress approve this mode of
recruitin!T their Northern army, they will find their troops
will be all warmly and suitably clothed for the climate they
are to serve in, and there will be no hurry or confusion in
the Spring in preparing them for the field.

As the time is so short that a further application to Con-
gress can be of no efficacy before this or some other plan
be carried into execution for recruiting the new army, for
this reason, if the Congress have no objection, it may be
proper to invest the Commanding General in this department
with a discretionary power to do what shall seem best t.o
him to be done in the present emergency. At all events, It
would be prudent to have a body of men, not less than two
thousand, ready to march for Ticonderoga, so as to be certain
of their arriving there by the 20th of December. These
are to be dischar!Ted the instant the like number can be
recruited for the ~ervice. The enemy have by this time
undoubtedly been made thoroughly sensible of the very great
opportunity they lost at BOBton last year, and will certainly
endeavour to avail themselves of our inattention should we
be a!Tain UllD"uarded. This is perhaps their most sanguine
hope~ If, ~tpon the attempt to recruit, it be fOllnd practica-
ble to raise that number out of the regiments now here, then
the Genera] in this department wi1l of course stop the march
of the two thousand men above-mentioned. Your Excel-
lency, and the Congress, will see clearly the propriety of a
military oath being administered to every officer and soldier
of the army, especia1ly now that the United States of
America are wisely declared independent; and we ought,
by every method in our power, to persuade our friends, as
well ollr enemies, that we will support and render permanent
the noble establishment of our independence. The com-
mission to each officer should also correspond with the oath,
and be made subordinate to the supreme power of the Con-
gress, under the new system; an inconsistency which the
multiplicity of business alone must have occasioned, may
turn to the prejudice of those whom the fate of war may
put into the hands of the enemy, and expose us to the just
censure of the impartial.

I depend upon General Schuyler's sending Y0ll\"Excel-
lency by this conveyance the letter and report I received
last night from Brigadier-General Arnold, which I now
transmit to General &huyler by this express.

With great respect I am, sir, your Excellency's most
obedient, humble servant, H GORATIO ATES.

To the President of Congress.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, September 3, 1776.
(Paro1e,Nrw-York.) (Countersign, Washington.)

The General sees with concern the shameful dilatoriness
with which the publick works are carried on on Mount Inde-
pendence, at a time when our fi-iends and countrymen are
hotly engaged with the enemy, and every moment bleeding
in the cause of liberty and their country. Is it not shameful
that there should any where be a body of the troops of the
United States who are so wanting in spirit and ]o~'e of their
country as not to exert every nerve for her defence? Let no
man at tbis time murmur or compJa~n, or for an ague-fit give
up the service he owes to himself, his fami]y, and his posterity.
The same heats and colds that aftect us affect our enemies.
They probably, as they are at present more unwholesomely
situated, feel more the miseries of disease than we; and
shall Americans, whose aJl is at stake, want that firmness
to animate them to arms which is necessary to defeat the
unprincipled mercenaries of an unrelenting tyrant? As

nothing is more necessary to pmify the air than fire, the
best physicians ahvays recommend large fires to be made in
new ground or damp situations. The General, therefore,
de,;ires the com'manding officers of the ]'{'girnents upon
ltlount Independence to order a small fiuigue party every
morning and evening to turn up beaps' of brush around
their several encampments.

The main guard upon ltlount Independence being found
not to answer tbe intention of tbe General in securing the
rear of the camp effectually, the General directs that for the
future two guards, each consisting of one Captain, three
Subs, four Sergeants, four Corpora]s, two Drums, sixty Pri-
vates, be mounted in lieu of the above main guard; one at
the present post of said guard, the other on an eminence in
the rear of Co]onel Paterson's Regime1:t. One Field-
Officer of the day to superintend the whole guard of that
camp; one third of the men in each guard are constantly
to be on sentry, or on scouting parties.

Head-Quarters, September 4, 1776.
(Parole, Lee.) (Countersign,Putnam.)

All the spare Hrms belonging to the First Jersey Regiment
are to be immediately valued, and then delivered to Co]onel
Wayne, commanding the Fourth Battalion of the Pennsy[...
vanians, for the use of that regiment, which valuation shall
be paid to such person as may be authorized to receive it,
or the arms again returned to the Jersey Regiment, at such
time and place as will be directed in general orders.

Major Payne, of Colonel Wheelock's Regiment, and
Lieutenant Archibald Dollas, of Colonel Winds's Regiment,
and Ensign William Parrott, of Colonel ltluxwell's Regi-
ment, are appointed Assistant Engineers, under the Chief
Engineer, Colonel Baldwin.

Brigade-Major Wilkinson is to do duty in the Fourth
Brigade, commanded by General St. Clair.

Captain lIowell, of the Second Jersey Batta]ion, is ap-
pointed Major of Brigade to the Third, commanded by
Colonel Stark.

A t a late General Cqurt-Martial of the Third Brigade, of
which Lieutenant-Colonel ~McDuffee was President, Captain
Woodbury, ofCoJonel Stark's Hegiment, was tried for keep-
ing a soldier out of his pay, and denying that he had drawn
it. Tbe Court having considered the evidences, do adjudge
Captain Woodbury is not guilty, and therefore acquit him
with honour.

Captain William Harper, of Colonel Wyman's Regiment,
tried by the same General Court-Martial, for inlisting one,
James J"Harston,knowing him to be a deserter fi-om Colonel
Poor's Regiment, and for detaining him at Number Four,
to screen him from punishment. The Court havinrr con-
sidered the evidences, do unanimously adjudge that Captain
lIarper is guilty of the charges alleged against him, and
that he incurs the penalty of the fiftieth article of war, and
has behaved unbecoming the character of an officer and
gentleman, and sentence him to be dismissed the service.

The General approves these sentences of the Court, and
orders them to take place immediately.

Thirty-three men from Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment, to
parade to-morrow morning, at six o'clock, at Head-Quarters,
to serve as Marines on board the fleet. The same number
of seamen from Colonel Brewer's Hegiment, will parade at
the same time and place, to serve on board the fleet. They
will proceed directly and join Genera] Arnold, under the
command of Lieutenant Calderwood, of Marines. Colonel
Phinney's Regiment is to join the Second Brigade.

Head-Quarters, Eeptember 5, 1776.
(Parole, SulN'van.) (Countersign, SliTling.~

The following Resolve of the most honourable the Gen-
eral Congress of the United States of America, was made
17th June, 1776:

"Resolved, That no Officer suule or sell to the Soldiers,
on penalty of being fined one month's pay, and dismissed
the service with infamy, on conviction before a COllrt-
Martial."

The General earnestly hopes that no officer, hiah or low,
will be guilty of a breach of the above resolve. °When an
officer descends to be mean enough to turn a huckster to
his men, he cannot expect any due obedience from them.
Soldiers will forever esteem a man of honour as much as
they will despise a contrary chamcter. '
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Lieut(Jnant James Matthews, of Co]onel Poor's Regi-
ment, tried by the late General Court-Martial of which
Lieutenant-Colonel ]tlcDuffee was President, for often
appearing on pamde disguised with liquor, selling liquor to
pl'i\'ate soldiers in his own tent, and associating with persons
below the character of an officer. The Court having duly
considered the evidence, do adjudge that Lieutenant ]tlat-
thews is guilty of the several charges alleged against him;
that he has behaved in a manner unbecoming an officer
und a gentleman, and sent(Jncehim to be dismissed the s(Jr-
vice.

The Genera] highly approves this sentence of the Gen-
eral Court-Martial, and orders Mr. Matthews to leave the
camp immediately.

Isaac Alaby, of Captain Lowry's Company, in Colonel
Maxwell's Regiment, tried by the same General Court-
Martial for leaving the main guard without permission.
Plead guilty, and is sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes
on his bare back.

The General approves the sentence, and orders the exe-
cution of it at such time and place as Colonel Maxwell shall
direct.

The following promotions are ordered to take place in
Co]onel De Haas's Regiment:

Second Lieutenant John Ellis, a First Lieutenant, vice
Lieutenant Hubbley, promoted.

John Patterson, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant
Ellis, promoted.

In Colonel Wigglesworth's Regiment:
Major Roberts, Lieutenant-Co]onel, vice Lieutenant-Co].

one] ~Puller,deceased.
Captaio Roo-ers, Major, vice Roberts.
Lieutenant 'French, Captain, vice Rogers.
Thomas Smart, A(ljutant, vice Adjutant Clark, dis-

charged.
In Colonel Maxwell's Regiment:
Ensign Henry, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant Ash-

more, deceased.
Mr. Andrew Bankson, Ensign, vice IIenry, promoted.

Head.Quarters, Sep(ember 6. 1776.
(Parole, Thompson.) (Counter,ign, .f1,m,trong.)

A return of all the spades, axes, shovels, pick-axes,
bill-hooks, and hoes, now remaining in store, to be de-
livered to the Quartermaster-General at six o'clock this
evening.

The commanding officers of regiments will take notice
that the falling-axes lately delivered to their respective
corps, are to be ready to be returned when calJed for; and
such as are deficient must be paid for by a stoppage out of
the regimental abstract.

As a considerable body of troops will join the army this
week, the Chief Engineer must take care to pl'Ovideintrench-
ipg tools sufficient to employ all the working parties.

At a General Court-Martial held on Mount Independence,
of whk:h Colonel ~laxwell WaSPresident, Colonel Wyman
was tried on an accusation of receiving and clandestinely
carrying off the ration money of Colonel Stark and his
officers at Cambridge, the last campaign, and for not settling
his mess bill. The Court having heard the evidences and
defence, do adjudge that Colonel Wyman is not guilty, and
therefore do acquit him with honour.

The General approves the sentence, and orders Colone]
Wyman to be released from his arrest immediately.

Nathaniel Chace, a soldierof Colonel,Stark'sRegiment,
tried by the same General Court-Martial for deserting three
severa] times. Pleads guilty, and is sentenced to be
whipped thirty-nine lashes on his bare back, and pay all
the costs that have arisen from his desertions.

Mose,y Crommit,of Captain Bin's Company,in Colonel
Poor's Regiment, tried by the same General 'Court-Martial
for desertion, and inlisting into another regiment. The
Court having examined the evidences, do adjudge him
guilty, and sentence him to be whipped fifteen lashes, and
return to his duty' in Colonel Poor's Regiment.

Daniel Reading, of Captain Howel's, in Colonel Max-
well's Regiment, tried by the same Genera] Court-Martial
for declaring his intention to desert as soon as convenient,
and persuaded many others to desert. The Court are of
opinion that the prisoner is guilty of the second part of the
charge oo]y, and sentence him to be tied naked to the

post for five fninutes, and to be severely reprimanded by
the Colonel of the Regiment.

The General approves the above sentences, and orders
them to be put in execution to-morrow morning, at guard-
mounting, in front of their respective regiments to which the
prisoners belong.

The following promotions are to take place in Colonel
Poor's Regiment:

Lieutenant Benjamin Kimball to be Captain, in place of
Captain Shortridge, deceased. .

Lieutenant James Carr to be First Lieutenant, in place of
Lieutenant Carr, advanced.

Lieutenant William Rowel to be First Lieutenant, in place
of Lieutenant Kimball, advanced.

EnsignEnoch Chase tobe SecondLieutenant,in place of
Lieutenant Heard, :ldvanced.

Ensign Charle.sGliden to be Second Lieutenant, in place
of Lieutenant Rowel, advanced.

Wm. Bell Ensign, in place of Ensign Gliden, advanced.
Noah Robinson Ensign, in place of Ensign Chase, ad-

vanced.
After-Orders.-As a very sharp cannonading has been

heard aJ! this morning, by the I'eport of the commanding
officer at Crown Point, supposed to be between our fleet
and that of the enemy, the General hopes and expects every
officer and soldier under his command, will, to the utmost
of his abilities, prepare himself to repel the attacks of the
enemy. Our fleet isonly our advanced guard; that defeated,
the defence of the United States and the support of Ameri-
can freedom falls upon this army. The Genera] has the
greatest confidence in their firmness and fide]ity, and is con-
vinced that every officer and soldier willshow himself deter-
mined to save his country, his posterity, and himself, from
falling into the shackles which tyrants have ever prepared
for conquered slaves.

Head.Quarters, September 7, 1776.
(Parole,M(fflin.) (Countersign, .f1",old,)

The Surgeons of the Regiments on ]tlount Independence
to attend Doctor Potts, the Director of the Hospital, at
Head-Quarters, as soon as possible, with a particular return
of their sick, and a supply of medicines will be immediately
furnished to such as are in want.

The following promotions to take place in Colonel
Phinney's Regiment, viz:

Lieutenant Cara lUcClallan, First Lieutenant, in place
of William itllcClannan, deserted.

Ensign David Watts, Second Lieutenant, in place of
Lieutenant ]JIcClallan, ad vanced.

Sergeant James ~lains, Ensign, in place of Ensign Watts,
II.dvanced.

. .

Head-Quarters, Sep(ember 8. 1776.
(Parole, Robtrdeo;u.) (l:ountersign, Mere )

Colonel Phinney's Regiment to prepare to embark for
Fort George as soon as the weather is fair. The Colonel
will come to Head-Quarters, to receive the General's orders,
as soon as possible. .

Mr. Edward Raymond is appointed Wagonmaster to the
division of this army stationed upon the west side of the
Lake, opposite Mount Independence.

Mr. William Battcrsbee is appointed Storekeeper and
Issuer of Stores in the department under the Deput)' Quar-
termast er-G en era l.

The batteau guard is to be increased to an Officer, two
Sergeants, two Corporals, and twenty-one men.

One Captain, two Subalterns, two Sergeants, one Drum,
and fifty rank and file, to parade at sunrise to-morrow morn:'
ing, to begin to cut the road fi'om the east sine of ltlount
Independence towards the bridge now building across Otter
Creek. Mr. Benjamin Hicock and Ml;. David Remington,
who have marked the road, will constantly attend, to direct
the party. The party to be taken from Co]onel Wingate's
New-Hampshire Rcgiment, and to take their arms, ammu-
nition, and packs with them; tbe Captain to Head-Quarters
at six o'clock this aftemoon.

A General Court-Martial, (rom the two Brigades of Gen-
erals St. Clair and Bricket, to sit to-morrow mornillg, at
nine o'clock, in the President's tent: President, a Field
Officer; Members, Captains. They are to try all such
prisoners as shall be brought before them.

Tbe General Court-Martial, of which Colonel Maxwell
was President, is dissolved.
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Head-Q.uarters, September 9,1776.

(Parole, Middleton.) (Countersign, Elliott.)

The General has reason to believe that the enemy have
spies in and about our camps. It is the duty, and it will
be the care, of every officer to endeavour to discover such
person or persons, if any there be amongst us.

The General is surprised at the negligence and careless-
ness of the guards on Mount Independence. Had the
troops never served till this month, there might be some
excuse for the countersign not being demanded or passen-
gers challenged. The officers commanding guards will be
answerable in future for every neglect of this kind.

The fatigue parties from the Militia of New-Hampshire
are to turn out at half-past five o'clock, and work (as all
the troops are ordered) till twelve o'clock, and from two till
sunset. The officers will answer for every neglect.

Colonel Maxwell is to take the command of the First
Brigade during the illness of Colonel Greaton.

Head-Q.uarters, September 10, 1776.
(Parole, Putnam.) (Countersign, L.e.)

The Commanding Officers of corps are to furnish Lieu-
tenant Bowman, of the smiths, with such workmen, for car-
rying on the iron work of the galleys and cannORcarriages,
as he may require.

No boats are to be sent down the Lake in future without
permission from Head-Quarters.

The Commissioners appointed by Congress to audit the
publick accounts being-arrived at Albany, every officer and
other person who may have advanced mon~ys on account
of the publick, and whose accounts remain unsettled, are
immediately to make out and transmit them to Jonathan
Trumbull, Jun., Esq., at Albany, Deputy Paymaster-Gen-
eral of this army, that the same may be adjusted.

Head.Q.uarters, September Ii, 1776.
(Parole,Sydney.) (Countersign,WaTTen.)

The General is sorry he is again under the necessity of
taking notice of the shameful neglect of the publick works
upon .L}!ountIndependence. H~ makes gre~t allowance for
sickness, feebleness, &c., but IS yet convinced, Ii'om the
returns, that much more might be done for our defence than
is at present attempted. The Field Officers of Colonel
Wingate''l and Colonel Wyman's Regiments are desired to
see those under their immediate command exert themselves
in a spirited manner to save themselves and serve their
country. A short time will determine whether we are to
be freemen or slaves. Let us not lose the precious moments,
but, by perseverance and a manly firmness, show we are
determined to conquer and be free.

At a General Court-Martial, of which Lieutenant-Col-
onel Brown is President, Captain Jonathan Danforth, of
Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment, was tried for disobedience
of orders, neglect of duty, and not joining his regiment
upon the march from Boston to -,-Vumber-Four,and also for
keeping some privates, belonging to the regiment, with
him, without leave from the commanding officer. The
Court, having considered the evidences, are of opinion that
the prisoner, Captain Danforth, is not guilty, and therefore
acquit him with honour.

John Donnelly, soldier in Captain Tflhiting's Company,
and Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment, tried by the same
General Court-Martial, for deserting and inlisting in another
company. The Court, on an examination of the evi-
dences, are of opinion the prisoner is guilty of two crimes,
and sentence him to receive thirty-nine lashes for deserting,
and thirty-nine lashes for inlisting in another company, and
to return to the company he first inlisted in.

Arthur Clark, a soldier of Captain Bullard's Company,
Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment, was tried, by the same Gen-
eral Court-Martial, for threatening and insulting the officers
of the regiment. The Court, on examination of the evi-
dences,adjudgethe prisonernot guilty. .

The General approves the abo~'e sentences, and orders
them to take place immediately.

No non-commissioned officer or soldier wiJl, in future, be
discharged the service until a receipt is signed by him, on
the back of the certificate, acknow]edging he is paid aJl the
pay and arrears d!1e to him from the publick for his service
III the army.

Those Regiments which have not received their ammu-

nition may apply at Head-Quarters for an order on the
Commissary of Stores for that purpose.

Head-Q.uarters, September 12, 1776.
(Parole, Wythe.)

. (Countersign, Henry.)

Mr. Alexander Orr, of Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment,
is appointed an Ensign in said regiment, in place of En-
sign Barber, cashiered.

Lieutenant William Augustus Paterson, of Colonel Pat-
erson's Regiment, is appointed a Captain in place of Cap-
tain Nobles, deceased. Samuel ft'Iartin, Second Lieuten-
ant, is appointed First Lieutenant, in place of Lieutenant
Paterson, promoted. Ensign Mathew Hall is appointed a
Second Lieutenant, in place of Lieutenant Martin promoted.
And Sergeant Eb. TFilliamsan Ensign, in place of Ensign
Hall, promoted. And Sergeant Jesse Hollister is ap-
pointed an Ensign in Captain Bliss's Company, in place of
Ensign Arnold, deserted.

_ Head.Q.uarters, September 13, 1776.
(Parole, Quebeck.) (Countersign Wolfe.)

The Independent company of Indians from Stockbridge,
under the command of Captain Ezra Whittlesey, are posted
with two regiments at the Saw-Mil1s, under the command
of Colonel Brewer. The Colonel will give proper orders,
and they are severally to wear a blue and red cap, as a
distinguishing mark from the enemy's Indians. Of this all
officers and soldiers in this army are to take particular
notice, to the end that we may not, by mistake, kill our
friends instead of our enemies.

Mr. Silas Miriam is appointed Surgeon to the regiment
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Wait.

The following promotions are to take place in Colonel
Wayne's Batta]ion, viz: Ensign Job Vernon to be a Second
Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant Moulder, resigned; Sergeant
Alexander Martin to be an Ensign, vice Ensign Vernon,
advanced.

Head-Q.uarters, September 14,1776.
(Parole,Belhaven.) (Countersign,Mason.)

Mr. Jonathan F. Morris is appointed an Ensign in
Captain Morris's Company, of Colonel Winds's Regiment,
in place of Mr. Halstead, deserted.

At a Genera] Court-Martial, of which Lieut. Colonel
Brown is President, Alexander Watson, an inhabitant, was
brought before the Court, charged with retailing spirituous
liquors to the soldiers, contrary to general orders. No eviden-
ces appearing, the Court ordered him to be set at liberty.

Richard Morrison, a soldier in CaptaiwBullard's Com-
pany, in Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment, tried by the same
General Court-Martial, for deserting and in]isting in another
company. The Court, on examination, find that the pri-
soner came and joined his proper company (Captain Bul-
lard's) of his own accord, and from the nafure of the
offences, are of opinion that the prisoner's leaving one
company and joining another, was more the effect of
ignorance than design, and therefore order the thirty-three
dollars paid him as bounty, to be stopped from his pay by
his prope.r Captain, and paid into the hands of Captain
Drew, who inlisted him the second time, and by him to be
refunded to the State of New-Hampshire, from whom the
bounty was received. The prisoner to be set at liberty.

The General confirms the abo~'e sentences, and orders
them to take place immediately.

The General Court-Martial, of which Lieutenant-Col-
onel Brown was President, is dissolved.

,
Head-Q.uarters, September 15, 1776.

(Parole, Williamsburg.) (Countersl~n, Virginia.)

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning, in
the First Brigade, for the trial of such prisoners as may be
brought before them. A Captain, President; Subalterns,
Members.

Captain Stevens, of the Artillery,with his company,are
to encamp in the French lines to-morrow with General St.
Clair's Brigade, and is to take the command of all the
Artillery on the west side of the Lake.

Head-Q.uarters, September 16, 1776.
(Parole, Connecticut.) (Countersign, Trumbull.)

So much counterfeit money being of late brought into
this camp from the Eastern parts of the Continent, the'
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General forbids any money passing or being received but
Continental money.

Head.Quarters, September 17, 1776.
(Parole, Providence.) . (Countersign, Cooke.)

Whereas a quantity of Russia sheeting and osnaburg
shirts are come to the Continental store, also a number of
Pair of trowsers such re"iments as are in immediate want, b ,

I
,

kthereof will send to-morrow morning, at eleven 0 c oc , an
order signed by the commanding officer of each corps for
the quantity of each sort pf gO,ods,they dem,and. .

At a General Court-Martial In the First BrIgade, of
which Captain Goold was President, John II~cks, BenJa-
min Robinson John Holt, and John Van Gdder, all of
Colonel Port;r's Regiment, were ,tried for dese!t~on,and
plead g~ilty. T~e <?ourt a!e nnannnously of opmlon that
John Hzcks, Ben)amzn Robznson, and John Ho~t, shall,re-
ceive each thirty-nine lashes, and John Van Gzlder thirty
lashes, on the bare back.

The General approves the above sentences, and orders
them to take place immediately. , , .

'The above General Court-MartIal ISdIssolved.
A General Court-Martial, taken from the two Brigades

commanded by Generals St. Clair and Bricket, to sit to-
morrow morning, at nine o'clock, in the President's ten~, to
try such prisoners as may be brought before them. LIeu-
tenant-Colonel Johnson is President. Members: Two
Field Officers and ten Captains.

Mr. Michael Ryan, Adjutant of Colonel Wayne's Bat-
talion, is to do the duty 0[ Major of Bri~ade t? <?eneral St.
Clair's Brigade, until the return of Major Wtlkznson.

Head-Quarters, September 18,1776.
(Pamle, Ward.) (Counteroign, Boston.)

His Excellency Governour Trumbull having sent from
the State of Connecticut a quantity of shirts, shoes, stock-
ings, and other necessa~y ~rticles. for clothing the troops,
such regiments as are In Immedlat,e want of any of the
above articles, may have them delIvered by Mr. Lamby,
Paymaster to Colonel Mo~t's Re~ir~lent, upon the com-
manding officer of such regIment glvmg an order upon the
credit of the regiment for the payment of the sum charged
for the costs of the said goods.

Leonard Chapin is appointed, Quartermaster of C,olonel
Winds's Regiment; Second Lieutenant Voorhees IS ap-
pointed First Lieutenant in .Captain ConwaIis .Compan'y,
In plact' of Lieutenant Costzgan, deserted; EnsIgn Robzn-
son is appointed Second Lieutenant of the same company,
in p]ace of Lieutenant f'0orhe~s, advanced. .

Mr. James Gardner ISappomted Deputy Commissary of
Artillery.

Mr. Cyjls De Hart is appointed an Ensign in Captain
Pratt's Company, in place of Ensign Robinson, advanced..

Head-Quarters, September 19, 1776.
(Parole, Lincoln,) (Countersign, Salem.)

The Regiments are to prepare. their abstracts, ready to
be delivered in the last day of thIs month, for all the pay
due to them to the 30th September, (this instant.)

The following promotions are to take place in Colonel
Burrell! s Regiment: ,

"
.First Lieutenant Jesse Kzmball, Captam, vIce Captam

Swift, dead.
'"Second Lieutenant Mat. Patterson, First Lieutenant, vice

Lieutenant Kimball, advanced.
Ensign Nat. Swift, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant

Patterson, advanced.
Sergeant David Rees, Ensign, vice Ensign Swift, ad-

vanced.
Second Lieutenant John Reilly, First Lieutenant, vice

First Lieutenant Moore, dead.
Ensi"n Baza Wells, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenantb

Reilly, advanced. .
"

.
Sergeant Josiah 'fJThztney,EnsIgn, vIce Ensign Wells,

advanced.
Ensign Joseph Fox, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant

Hurd, dead.
Sergeant John Tiffany, Ensign, vice Ensign Fox, ad-

vanced.
, Sergeant Seth Spencer, Ensign, vice Ensign Steel, cash-
iered.

.

Head-Quarters, September 20, 1776.
(Parole, Warren.) (Countersign, Oti..)

General St. Clair's and General Bricket's Brigades are
to mount tbe following guards to-mort"ow morning, at the
usual time of guard mounting, viz:

Iu the French lines, one Captain, three Subs, three Ser-
geants, three Corporals, two Drums, sixty Privates. Of this
guard a Subaltern, Sergeant, Corporal, and, twenty men, are
to be posted on the road advanced of the lines.

For the Redoubt next the French lines, one Sub, one
Sergeant, one Corporal, one Drum, twenty-one Privates.

For the Semi-circular Redoubt, one Sub, one Sergeant,
one Corporal, one Drum, twentY-Qne Privates.

For the Jersey Redoubt, one Captain, .tw~ Subs, two
Sergeants, two Corporals, two Drums, forty Pnvates.

For the Redoubt to the east of the Jersey Redoubt, one
Sub, one Sergeant, one Corporal, one Drum, twentY-QQe
Privates.

For the old French Redoubt, one Sergeant, one Corporal,
twelve Privates.

Tents are to be provided by the two Brigades, until
proper guard-rooms can be built for the guards above men-
tioned.

General.St. Clair and General BriA:ket, attended by the
Deputy Adjutant-General, will see !b.ese guards and the
sentries from each properJy posted, gIVIngall the necessary
orders to the officers. A Field-Officer for the day is like-
wise to mount daily, who is to go the grand rounds and
visiting rounds, and see t~at the guards. are under arms,
every morning, half ~n hour befor~ day, In, the redoubts to
which they are appomted. A.l"laJor of Brigade, of tbe day
is likewise to mount with the FJeld-Officer, who ISto parade
the guards and see them marched to their several posts,
and afterw~rds attend the General at Head-Quarters for his
orders.

Colonel Brewer will mount an advanced picket guard in
the front of his encampment, at sunset, every evening. He
is to be very careful in sending out his evening and morning
scouts, and having his and Colonel Willard's Regiment
under arms every morn before day.

Field-Officer of the day to-morrow, Colonel De Haas;
Brigade-Major of the day to-morrow, Brown.

The persons to whom counterfeit money has been passed
lately, are to attend tbe General, Court-~arti~l at Colonel
Johnston's tent, to-morrow mormng, at nme 0 clock, when
the offenders are to be tried.

The sentries at the bridge, and on the west side of the
French lines, are not to suffer any of the Stockbridge In-
dians, of Captain Whittlesey's Company, to pass into this
encampment without a written pass from Colonel Brewer.

The followingpromotions are to take place in the Second
Pennsylvania Battalion: .

"Ensign George Jt.lcCully, Second LIeutenant, vIce LIeu-
tenant Chambers, dIscharged.

Daniel St. Clair, Ensign, vice McCully, promoted.
Sergeant Nath. lUcMullen, Ensign, vice Parke, dis-

charged.
Sergeant Inglis, Ensign, vice Evans, deceased.

Head-Quarters, September 21, 1776.
(Parole, -idams.) (Countersign, Lynch.)

In consideration of the troops having been constantly
employed in the public~, works ~very day without intermis-
sion ever since tbeir arrival at this camp, the General orders
all work but that for the equipment of the vessels, gun-
carria!Te makers, and blacksmiths, to cease to-morrow-
those "'shall be indulged hereafter. Divine service to be
performed in every brigade at eleven o'clock in the fore-
noon, when the whole am to attend with their arms and
accoutrements in good order.

The following promotions are ordered to take place in
Colonel Wigglesworth's Regiment:

Ensign Adams, First Lieutenant, in place of Lieutenant
French, advanced.

Adjutant Swart, Second Lieutenant, in place of Second
Lieutenant Clark, discharged.

Sergeant Perkins, Ensign, in place of Ensign Adams,
ad vanced.

William Badlam is appointed Quartermaster of the Corps
of Artillery in place of Mr. Gardner, advanced.

Field-Officer of the day to-morrow, Colonel Wayne;
Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.
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Head.Quarters, September 22,1776,
(Parole, Prank/in,) (Countergign, Wythe,)

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning, at
nine o'clock, in the Third Brigade, commanded by Colonel
Stark; Lieutenant-Colonel Shruse, President; Members,
two Field Officers and ten Captains; to try such prisoners
liSmay be brought before them. All evideRces and persons
concerned will attend the Court.

Colonel Wyman's Regiment is to do duty in the Second
Brigade, commanded by Colonel Paterson, in place of
Phinney's Regiment, gone to Fort George.

Field Officer of the day to-morrow, Winds; Brigade-
Major of the day, Brown.

Head-Quarters, September 23. 1776,
(Parole, The lJo~,.) (Countersign, Lib""ty.)

From intelligence yesterday received of the motions and
situation of the enemy, it clearly appears they meditate an
immediate attack upon this post. The General, therefore,

entreats the officers and soldiers under his command to show
by their alertness, vigilance, and assiduity, that ~hey .are
determined not only to defend their country fi'om inVaSIOn,
but either live victorious or die free.

Tbe General recommends tbe reconsideration of the after-
general orders of the 6th instant, and, hopes that officers
and men engaged in the noblest of all virtuous struggles,
will want no further incentive to save themselves. their
families, and their posterity, from slavery, and their country
from inevitable ruin.

The officers commanding Guards are to give in their re-
ports to the Field Officers of the day, immediately after
being relieved. The officer of the day wiJl send his general
report of the whole to Head-Quarters at eleven o'clock.

Lent or taken from Head-Quarters, the first volume of
Chesterfield's Letters. On the first leaf was wl'Ote J.
Trumbull, May, 1776. Whoever now has it, is desired to
return it immediately.

Field Officer of the day to-morrow, Colonel Woodbridge;
Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.

General Return of the Forces of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,serving in the Northern Department, under the com
mand of tho Honourable Major~General GATES. TICONDEROGA,September 22, 1776.
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HORATIO GATES, it/ajor-General.

CORPS.

Commissioned.

CORPS OF ARTILLERY COMMANDED BY
MAJOR BAI>LAM.

.:
c
'OJ'
:;a

TotaL 1

-

StaC'. Non- Commissioned. Matrosses.

N. B.-The whole of Dayton's, Nicholson's. and Elmore's Regiments, with a part or rVynkoop's. Van Schaick's. Itnd Van Dyck's, are at .albany,
the German Flals, and Oneida Car1.ying Place. which prevents their sending returns to this pillce. It is said that Nicholson's Regiment consists
of forty officers and eighty men.

"

~

(Copy.) JOHN LANSING,Jun., Assistant Secretary.
J. TRUMBULL,Deputy Adjutant-General.
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GENERAL nATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

September 23, ]776.

DEARGENERAL:Enclosed I send you General Arnold's
letter of the 18th, together with the examination of Ser-
geant Stiles. The General makes no doubt the enemy
will soon pay him a visit. I hope not before we get the
row-galleys to his assistance. Then succeed or fail,we have
done our best. It is a lamentable case that our galleys
must wait for cordage and for gun-carriages 'to be completed.
So long ago as the middle of July, I acquainted the Congress
that we weTe necessitated to make all the carriages upon
the spot. Surely a supply might have been sent us before
this day. To provide against the worst, it will be proper to
send all the troops that are below to Lake George and
Skenesb()rough, and to direct the Militia to be every whel'e
in readiness to march to us upon the first alarm. The
powder, lead, and flints, I wrote for so long ago, is not yet
even in part arrived. Pray hurry it up. The moments
are precious, and not one of them should be lost. I have
said much to Major Livingston, but my hands are too full
to write more.

I am, dear Genera], your affectionate, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To General Schuyler.

Isle-Ja-Motte, September 18, 1776,

DEAR GENERAL: My last was on the 16th instant by
Ensign Botsford. The next morning Lieutenant Whitcomb
and his party returned from St. John's with two prisoners,
Ensign Saunders and a Corporal of the Twenty-Ninth
Regiment, who were taken between St. John's and La
Prairie. The Ensign says there is a ship on the stocks at
St. John's designed to mount twenty guns, nine and twelve
pounders, several schooners and small craft, but seems
ignorant as to their size and numbers. He says there was
talk of their crossing the Lake soon, but in general it was
not thought they would cross this fall. Both him and the
Corporal seem cautious of giving any information. A Ser-
geant whowas sent with EnsignMcCoy, returned the 16th,
and says he parted with the Ensign that morning; soon
after, he found a canoe on shore, and when paddling off
was fired upon by a party of Indians. He apprehends the
Ensign has fallen into their hands. Enclosed is his exami-
nation.

I am inclined to think, on comparinO"all accounts that
the enemy will soon have a considerable naval force'. the
ship, the Ensign says, will be completed in a fortnight: and
is to be manned from the navy in the river. I make no
doubt of their soon paying us a visit, and I intend first
fair wind to come up as high as Isle Valceur, where is a
good barbour, and where we shall have the advantaO'e of
attacking t.he enemy in the open Lake, where the ro;-gal-
]eys, as their motion is ,quick, will give us a great advantage
over the enemy; and If they are too many for us we can
retiTe. I believe t?eir army in crosS"ing;the Lake depend
entirely on the advICe they may receive from New-York.
I beg that at least one hundred good seamen may be sent
~neas soonas possibl,e. We have a wretched motleycrew
m the fleet; the mannes the refuse of every reO'iment ando ,
the seamen few of them ever wet with salt water. Weare
upwards of one hundred men short of our complement.
, Ensign Bush arrived here last niO'ht, and brouuht four
beeves, which is all the fresh provision we have ~eceived.
By him I. send up Lieu~enant, Wh~tcomb and his prisoners.
I could wish to have a SIXor eight Inch howitz, mounted in
two or. thr~e of the gal1e~s, if they are arrived. They will
be of mfimtely more servICe than guns, especially to attack
a large vessel. If the grape and chain shot is arrived 1
beg it may be sent, with some good slow matches, a~d
three cables and anchors; we have not a spare one in the
fleet, and tbe blowing season is now coming on, There is
a small brass royal at Ty, which, with a hundred shells and
a ~~nner, may be very useful to us. I am anxiously
waltmg to hear the particulars of the affilir at New- York;
we are told aUI' troops have evacuated Long-Island. This
I cannot credit.

I am, with sentiments of respect and esteem dear Gen-
eral, your affectionate, humble servant,

,

B. ARNOLD.
To General Gates.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

Examination of Sergeant STILES, sent from the Fleet w1'th
Ensign McCoy, to reconnoitre, SEPTEMBER 6, 17i6.

Septe;nber 16. Says that on the 9th instant he sawall
the tents on Isle-aux-Noix "and counted them, about one
hundred, and believes there is about one thousand men there.
The 12tb arrived opposite St. John's, where were a large
number tents, which could not well be counted j he ima-
gines about three hundred; when there, he counted thirtl-
fout large birch canoes paddle by him towards Isle-aux-Nozx;
supposed they contained about six hundred Indians and one
regular officer. Saw a schooner at St. John's mounting
twelve iron guns, supposes six-pounders. Another schooner
lay at the wharf with a foresail bent, which supposed was
not completed, and believes she mounts not more than
twelve guns; one other vessel on the stocks was planked to
the wales; she appeared built in the common form and
something larger than the other two. Two small go~dolas
were at the wharf, but saw nothing of any rideaux 01' float-
ing batteries, and believes there was none. Their batteaus
appeared twice as large as ours, and carried fifty or sixty
men, one of which rowed near by him. Left St. John's
t~e 12th, in company with Ensign McCoy, and parted with
hun on tlle 15th, at ten A. M., opposite Hospital Island,
where are about twenty tents. E SLI TILES.

Lieutenant WHITCOMB'SJournal on his scout.
August 20, 1776. Set out from TiconderoO"awith my

party and arrived at Crown-Point that day, wh~e I showed
my orders to General Arnold, who advised me to wait for
the fleer, which was to sail the next day. I staid accordinD'
to orders, and sent over the river to buy some sauce. My
party found a man at one of the inhabitants' houses who
they suspected to be an enemy to the cause. Upon their
return and information they gave of the person, I went over
the next day and brought him to General Arnold. He
could give no account of himself, only came up to work.
General Arnold told bim be would send him to General
Gates, and that night set him at Ijberty, I never knew
what be~ame of .him since. The winds being contrary,
was detame~ until the 25th, when we set sail and only
made two mdes. The 26th made Gilliland's Creek' 27th
the winds being high, the gondolas could not ]ay there:
moved off to Button-It/ould Bay. I remained there till the
31st; on the same day I went to my party to Gilliland's
Creek, and had orders to take two Tories and examine
them, .which I did, with Captain Alexander, and found them
not gUilty; 2d September, at evening, left Captain Alexander
and set out wi.th two canoes, and the wind being against 1I~
put uP.on a~ Island near Cumberland Bay; my Ensign was
took sick with the ague, so that we could not move him'
left. two me~ to take care of h!m. The fleet passed u~
while on the 1s1and. 4th, at evemnO",I set out with WriO"ht.

!
0 0

In a canoe, w 1en we lost our way, the niuht beinO' dark
d ' b

Oo ,
an, got Into a ~y; we ~ould not find our way back, but was
obliged to stay till morn mg. Early in the mornin": we set
out, and came in sight of the vessels, when we we~e at the
lower end of the Isle-au-Motte. The wind beinD'so high we
could make ;ray till ,about ten o'clock. Arri~ed that'day
about two a clock with General Arnold. I took two men
out of. the vessels and went on shore, where we encamped
that mght.. On the ?th September, earl~ in the morning, set
out and arl'lVed opposIte the lsle-aux-Nozx. The day beinO'
wet, and I was taken with the ague, durst not ventur~
to wade the water. On the 8th, was somethjnO' better'
waded over to the bank of the river, and made a discovery
of near one thousand men, as I judged, on the Island, but
not a vessel or batteau to be seen. Then returned across
the water and travelled five miles towards St. John's. I
sent one man back to General Arnold, to inform him of it.
The 9th, went above two miles, and was then seized with
the ague. 10th, onl y made one mile the aalle beinD' so. ]

, 0 0
\'10 ent. 11 th, travelled seven miles and came to the road
when the ague seized me again. 12th, saw one of th~
enemy, but being sick, durst not venture to make an attack
upon him. The day before I saw three hundred and nine-
teen Regulars and a small number of Indians, with their
baggage pass by to St. John's. 13th, saw seventy-two
Indians, armed, returning from St. Jvhn's for ltlontreal.
Before they were out of my sight, I saw two persons coming

31



483 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 484

,

after them; when they came against me, I found them to be
the enemy; I immediately stepped out and told them they
were my prisoners, and must immediately go to Ticonderoga
and see General Gates. They asked me whether 1 was not
a Canadian, as they were sure I was no soldier. I told
them soldier or not, they must go with me; and I immedi-
atelyordered them to march out of the road; and they then
offered me sums of money to let them go. I to]d them I
would not for all the money King George was worth. We
marched that night about eight miles. The 14th, marched
about twel ve miles; 15th, came to the place where the ves-
sels lay when I left them, and found them gone, which sur-
prised the prisoners very much, as we were just out of
provisions, and we were greatly afraid of starving. I told
them their fleet had most certainly taken ours or drove them
off, with an intent to try them. They asked me the strength
of our fleet; I told them; they said it was impossible fOl'
them to drive us, that our fleet had not gone far. We
marched about six miles, and came in sight of a fleet, fa a
river which we could not pass. The Indians frequently
came there to view our vessels, and the ground being so wet
in other places we were obliged to lie there that night, and
sent off a man to the vessels, who arrived next day about
ten o'clock with a batteau-he crossed the river on a small
raft. 16th, we immediately went on board the batteau,
and in about two hours got to the vessels. 17th, about two
o'clock left the vessels in a batteau commanded by one of
Colonel Hartley's subs, and went about twenty miles that
night. 18th, early in the morning we set ofr and made
Gilliland's Creek; the officer having business there, we
remained until the 19th, at twelve o'clock; then set out; the
wind being against us, made only twd\'e miles. 20th, late
in the morning we set out and got to Crown Point about
three o'clock. 21st, arrived at Ticonderoga.

BENJ. WHITCOMB, Lieutenant.

Abstract of Lieutenant BENJAMINW HlTco~m's Report.

Lieutenant Whitcomb departed from the fleet, then sta-
tioned at Isle-la-Motte on the 7th of September, and reached
the Isle-aux-Noix that day, when he was seized with the
fever and ague, several fits of which were very troublesome
to him during his scout. He observed auout one thousand
men enc~mped on Isle-aux-Noix, but neither a vessel nor a
batteau; and he sent one of his men to inform General
Arnold of that circumstance. On the 13th, being concealed
near the road between St. John's and La Prairie, he saw
seventy-two armed Indians going from St. John's to Mon-
treal; and before they were out of sight, two men coming
after them. He then sallied out, told these they were his
prisoners, that they must go to Ticonderoga and see General
Gates. Lieutenant Whitcomb and two men he had with
him, being designedly dressed in such manner that they
could not be supposed military men, one of tbe prisoners
(who afterwards declared himself to be Ensign Saunders, of
the Twenty-Ninth Regiment) asked him whetber he were
not a Canadian, as he was assured he (the Lieutenant) was
not a soldier. The Lieutenant answered him, "soldier or
no soldier, you must go witb me," and immediately ordered
the Ensign and his companion, a Corporal of the same
regiment, to march out of the road. They tben offered
him a sum of money to let them go; but he told them he
"would not for all the money King George was worth."
They all marched on, and the Lieutenant, notwithstanding
the ague, as well as the scouting parties of the enemy to inter-
cept ours and apprehend their deserters, safely brought his
two prisoners to the place where he left the fleet, which he
could not see; at which, with an intent to try his prisoners,
who were extremely reservei/, he feigned to be much alarmed.
As the Lieutenant had no more provisions left, the prisoners
who were already much fatigued and tired of sharing with
the Lieutenant the allowance of a small bit of biscuit and
raw pork, and lying in swamps, were exceeding]y afraid of
being compelled to undergo a tedious march through the
woods, and be exposed to the danger of starving. On his
telling the prisoners that the enemy must certainly have
taken our fleet or driven them off, they answered it was
impossible, encouraged Mr. Whitcomb to go on and look for
our fleet, which they assured could not be' far off. And
indeed, it was so, as the Lieutenant himself had judged, no
uncommon firing having been heard by him or his party.
The fleet was not above six miles off, and he saw several

Indians come near to them to view our vessels, and observe
their motions. He sent off to General Arnold one of his
men, who having returned on the next day morning, with a
batteau, favoured them with an opportunity to join the
fleet on the 17th, after having crossed the ri~'er on a small
raft.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

Tyonderoga, September 23, 1776.

DEAR GF.NERAL: Yesterday evening I received your
letter of the 18th instant, from Isle-la-Motte, with the ex-
amination of Sergeant Stiles enclosed. Lieutenant Whit-
comb and his prisoners also arrived at the same time. This
morning I despatched your letter, the examination, and the
prisoners, to General Schuyler, under the care of Major
Livingston, his aid-i/e-camp, who came Friday from Albany.
I also wrote to the General, pressing him in the most earnest
manner, to forward every necessary succour, both of men
and materials.

Believe me, dear sir, no man alive could be more
anxious for the welfare of you and your fleet, than General
Waterbury and myself: we are, early and late, labouring
to get the galleys to your assistance; one will sail Tlmrs-
day at farthest, and the two others, we hope, on Saturday.
It is the blacksmith's work that has delayed us so much
n~twith.standing we have got more forges, and although:
with different gangs of men, they are worked night and
day.

Enclosed are the two latest newspapers that have come
to hand. Major Livingston brought us word that Lord
Howe had requested a meeting with a Committee from
Congress at Amboy, in the Jerseys, and that in conse-
quence, Messrs. ~Pranklin, J. Adams, and Rutledge, were
commissioned to attend his Lordship there. Not one sylla-
ble more of news transpires from Ntw- York. This goes
by a Sergeant, whom General Waterbury sends with some
provisions and the things you demanded.

I am, &c.,
To General Arnold.

Ho. GATES.

M. CHRISTOPHER PELISSIER, ENGINEER, TO GEN. GATES.

Tyconderoga, 7bre 23, 1776.

MONSIEUR:Ayant ete informe ce matin, par Mons.
Clryon, que vous desireriez connoitre ma fa..;onde pensel' au
sujet des partis que I'on pourroit tireI' des fortifications nou-
vellement faites icy, et des travaux les plus essentiels que
Fan pourroit y ajouter en huit ou dix jours, ayant egard au
tems et aux circonstances: mon opinion seroit d'etablier, a
quatre-vingt toises de distance des lignes des Franfais, un
glacis, et de remplir \'intervalle qu'il y a entre IllYet Ie
fosse d'un plus grand nombre des branches qu'il n'y en a.
Avec une telle disposition, \'ennemi ne pourroit point attaquer
les lignes avec du cauon, a moins qu'il n'en flit Ie siege, ce
qui prendroit du tems. Si \'on donnoit dix-huit pieds de
large au banquette, on pourroit, au moyen de cinq au six
coulisses portalil'e, battre avec du canon par-dessus Je para-
pet, et enfiler les colonnes par tout ou elles se presenteroient.
Dne fascine d'epine qui borderoit Ie bord exterieur du para-
pet, ne seroit pas inutile.

IJ seroit bon aussy qu'il y eut un chemin couvert, pour
communiqueI', sac Faile droite d'une redoute a I'autre, celie
du General Briquet non comprise.

J'ay I'honneur d'etre tres respectuellsement, Monsieur,
votre tres humble et tres obeissant serviteur,

PELISSIER.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM TICONDEROGA, DATED SEP-

TEMBER 23, 1776.
Our sick decrease fast, and the army is in high spil:its,

but whether we shall have the pleasure of giving Burgoyne
a rap upon his knuckles is uncertain, as at present he does
not seem disposed to come this way. A Sergeant, who
deserted from the British army at Point-allx- Trembles,
between ~Iontreal and Sorel, the 31st of August last, says,
that Colonel Maclean's regiment was quartered at Point-
aux- Trem~les. Twel ve hundred foreigners are, at Quebeck;
all the Tllll'ty-Fourth at ~Iontreal, except two companies
with Colonel Johnson and his Indians at Le Chien. That
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he heard the officers compute their army at seven thousand,
in which were the Ninth, Twentieth, Twenty-First, Twenty-
Fourth, Twenty-Ninth, Thirty-First, Thirty-Fourth, and
Forty-Ninth, and the Germans. There are none of the
Canadians in the King of England's service; but they are
in a worse situation than the children of Israel in Egypt, for
the Regulars have robbed them ?f every necessary of life,
and now compel them to work without any prospect of re-
ward. They universally wish we were in possessionof their
country again, declaring their eyes are now fully opened.
That Burgoyne had a few gondolas, two sloops, and a
floating battery, building at St. John's. That he frequently
heard it said, they were to cross the Lake to Crown-Point,
as soon as their naval preparations were perfected. That
the troops in general wer~ very sickly, the foreignersin
particular being afflicted with the fever and flux. And that
fifty of the soldiers had signed an agreement to desert
together; but being betrayed by one of their accomplices,
some of them were condemned to be sent to Senegal, and
there to serve during life.

Hartford, Connecticut, Seplember 23, 1776.

Persons held up to publick view as enemies to their
country:

Jonathan Hill, Egramont, ]}Iassachusetts-Bay.
Deodat Ingersoll, Alford, ditto.
David Vaugh~, Jericho, - - - ditto.
John Bancroft, Westfield, ditto.
William Eastman, Granby, - ditto.
Benjamin KWborn, Litchfield, - Connecticut.
Roger Marsh, Litchfield, - ditto.
Daniel Griswold, Litchfield, - ditto.
Mark Prindle, Harwinton, - ditto.
John Birdsey, Middletown, - - - ditto.
Gershom Birdsey, Middletown, ditto.
Benjamin Griffith, Killingsworth, ditto.
John Clark, Orford, - - - New-Hampshire.
Alexander Brink, Hartford, New- York.
(Confession, one dollar.)

Fairfield County, September 2,1776.

MR. WATSON: You have for a long time published a
number in your paper as enemies to the publick. Their
obstinacy is a demonstration of the insignificancy of such a
mode of punishment, or that their neighbours are greatly to
bl30me in not breaking off connection with them agreeable
to the resolves of Congress. I never had, indeed, a very
exalted opinion of the efficacy of such publications-they
might answer in early times, and be sufficient to reclaim such
as were honestly under a delusion; but the Tories at this
day require 'other means of conviction, or rather, they sin
with their eyes open, and don't mean to be convinced.
The application of the halter and the gibbet, I conceive, is
the only remedy that can with safety be relied on at pres-
ent. Newgate, indeed, under proper regulations, might be
a proper receptacle for such, if there be any such as have
not merited the gallows. But, be that as it may, it is a
pity, Mr. Printer, that your paper should be eternally pol-
luted with the hateful names of this stinkinf race.

JUSTICE.

The Printer returns his thanks to the above writer for
the hints he has given, and shall leave out of his paper the
namesof this sort of gentry for the future.

WILLIAM BRADFORD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

State or Rhode-Island, &c., Bristol, ~
. September 23, 1776. 5

SIR: Having seen in the publick papers that your Ex-
cellencyand the British Admiral have agreed upon an
exchange of prisoners in the naval department, I beg leave
to apply to you in behalf of a mate of a vessel and four
seamen, all belonging to Warwick, in this State, some of
whom are connected with very reputable families. They
were all taken in the merchant's service, and are prisoners
on board one of the ships of war now in the Sound. We
have a_mate of a merchant ship, and four seamen, who
were taken in a transportwith part of oIle of the Righland
regiments, to give for them.

..

I request your Excellency's directions as soon as may
be, whether we shall send th~ prisoners directly to you,
or how I shall proceed to procure the exchange, which
will very much oblige many worthy people here.

I am, with great esteem and respect, your Excellency's
most obedient and most humble servant,

.

WILLIAM BRADFORD, Deputy Governour.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of the United States
of America, New- York.

Newport, September 23,1776.

Last Monday a ship and a brig, taken by the Montgom-
ery, went up the east passage. On Wednesday a large ship,
taken by the General Greene, and a Baltimore schooner and
a brig, taken by the Revenge, got safe into a neighbouring -

port. On Friday another ship, taken by Captain Munro,
went up the bay; and the same night another brig, taken
by the Revenge, passed the east passage. All the above
are valuable prizes. That taken by the General Greene,
&c., is three hundred and ten tons, loaded with three
hundred and seventy-two hogsheads of sugar, eighty-two
puncheons of rum, thirty-six pipes and four hogsheads of
.Madeim wine, and eighteen hundred weight of copper.

Newport, September 23,1776.

Last Thursday arrived here Mr. Joseph Kinyon and Mr.
William Clarke, who were two of tbe men made prisoners
at tbe attack on Quebeck. On the 16th of June, they, with
eight more, were taken out of prison to go on a fishing
voyage to Gaspee, which place Kinyon and Clarke, with
four others, left in a boat the 5th of August, and got to
Casco Bay, fl'Om whence they travelled by land. As they
came along they lodged at Newburyport, where they were
informed that a number of prisoners who had been taken in
prizes, had been paid their wages, &c., and allowed a ves-
sel to go home in, but went immediately to Halifax, and
that another set were then about purchasing another vessel
for the same purpose.

It is reported that General Arnold has lately destroyed
most of the enemy's boats at the north end of Lake Cham-
plain, and made prisoners six hundred English, Scotch, and
Hessian soldiers, on a small island in the Lake.

JAMES BOWDOIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read October 5. Referred to the Marine Commiuee.]

Boston, September 23, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to transmit to Congress the en-
closed resolve of the General Court, passed the 18th instant,
relative to the fitting for the sea the Continental frigate
Hancock, of thirty-two guns, now at Newburyport. .

If this frigate, with the other at the same port, could be
expeditiously fitted out, it is very probable several of the
enemy cruisers, which have much infested our coast, would
be soon brought in and made a valuable addition to the
naval strength of the United States.

You will please to lay the said resolve before the hon-
ourable Congress, whose speedy determination correspond-
ing with tbe resolve may be attended with many happy
consequences. In the mean time every aid in our power
win be given to the Continental agent for getting the said
frigates in readiness with the utmost expedition.

In the name of the Council of the State of Massachu-
setts-Bay, I am, with -great respect, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, J BAMES OWDOIN.

To the honourable the President of Congress.
P. S. Agreeableto the resolve of our General Court,

copy of which has been sent to you, one-fifth part of our
Militia, under the command of Major-General Lincoln, are
getting ready to march with all possible expedition. By a
return from the County of Worcester,near one thousand
men, in two regiments, are now on their march Ii'om that
COllnty. .

We shouldbe glad to have some particular and authen-
ticated account of the late actions at Long-Island andNew-
York. If any such has~been collected, be so good as to
favour us with it.
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In the House of Representatives, September 18,1776.

Resolved, That this State will furnish the agent for
building the Continental ships at Newburyport with a suf-
ficient number of guns, provided they can be obtained by
purchase or otherways, for the COfltinental frigate called
the Hancock, John Manley Commander, and which ship is
built to carry thirty-two guns, and will afford him every
other assistance possible for filling out and manning said ship.
And the Honourable Richard Derby, Esq., is appointed
agent in behalf of this Colony for the purposes aforesaid,
prorided leave can be obtained from the honourable Con-
gress for said vessel to cruise on this coast for the protection
of the trade thereof; the said Continental agents engaging
to reimburse all the expenses this State shall incur in filling
out and manning said ship; and return said guns whenever
said ship shall be otherways employed, it being of great
importance that there should be a suffieient number of
armed veEsels fixed for sea, effectual1y to free this coast
from the enemy's armed vessels now infesting of it.

In Council, September 18, 1776. Sent up for concur-
rence. J. W ARRE~,Speaker,

SAMUELADAMS,Secretary.
Consented to by the major part of the Council.
A true copy.

Attest: JOH~ AVERY, Deputy Secretqry.

GENERAL WARREN TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Plymouth, September 23, 1776

SIR: Captain Samson, the bearer of this, waits on the
honol1l'ableCouncil for their orders for his next cruise. I
beg leave to mention to them that the confining the vessels
~elonging to this State to such narrow limits is very dis-
couraging to all employed in service, and occasions them
to wish themselves at liberty to enter into private service.
They see these successful, taking many prizes, while they,
by this confinement, have not a bare chance of meeting
with any, and such only as uncommon accidents of wind
and weather may put out of their way, and force into the
limits you have assigned these vessels. I don't pretend to
judge of the policy of this measure; but it seems to me it
must produce bad effects in the end. It pot only prevents
the State from receiving great emoluments from captures,
but will soon make it the least eligible of any service, and
we shall find it very difficultto mall them, or to keep the
men when obtained.

Captain Samson, in his last cruise, took one Gideon
White, Jun., who is now in the gaol here, by order of the
Committee of this town. Since this a privateer, Captain
Paine commander, has brought in Benjamin Marston, Esq.,
of Marblehead, taken in a schooner from the 1-Vest-Indies,
bound to Halifax. These were both refugees to Boston,
and, I conceive, very dangerous men. Both have friends
here, very subtle and very inimical. I think, therefore,
they cannot be so secure here as they ought to be, and
that it would be best to order them to some internal coun-
try, there to be properlysecured. -

I hope the Council will excuse these suggestions, as I
really think them calculated to promote the publick good;
and am, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant, J. ,VAHREN.
To Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq.

CAPTAIN COOKE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Off Point Look-Out, September 24, 1776.

GENTLEME~:I honoured myself by writing you by tiJe
Amelia tender. At that time was in hopes of having a
fine night and good run down the bay. At ten, p. m., the
wind came round to the eastward; the night had all the
appearance of a gale rising. I thought it prudent to have
the ship brought to anchor under Point LQok-Out. And
this morning earJy,when have 'bout, the small bowercable
parted near the anchor. "Ve got the pilot-boat to the buoy
rope, when a strain bore on it, parted the buoy rope at the
crown of the anchor. The wind blowin~ a fresh gale at
northwest puts it out of our power to get the anchor at this
time. We have left a watch buoy at the place, and set
sevreal places for finding it some other time. Mr. Middle-
ton wiJI have the marks, and know the place where the
anchor lies.

At ten, a. m., I purpose going down to Gwynn's Island,
as I'm informed, by some gentlemen on board, of sundry
anchors being there, and propose getting one.

I have the honour to be, 'gentlemen, your most obedient
and humble servant, G CEORGE OOKE.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

CAPTAIN COOI~.ETO CO~JM;ODOREBOUCHER.
Ship Defence, September 24,1776,

SIR: Unluckily, this morning, 0111'small bower cable
parted near the anchor. I endeavoured to weigh it by the
buoy rope; that a1so parted at the crown of the anchor. I
have left a watch buoy near the place. I am afraid it will
intrude on you too far to ask your kindness. Should it be
calm, will you please suffer some of your boats to endea~
vour to get the anchor, for the good of the service? It will
so far suffice, that on seeing the buoy that is to show where
our anchor lies.

I am, sir, witb esteem, your most humble servant,
GEORGE COOKE.

Congress j or CaptainTo Commodore Boucher, of the
BrQok,of the Liberty.

CAPTAIN COOKE TO MARYLA~D COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Abreast New Point Comfort, September 24. 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I wrote you this morning, favolll'ed by
Commodore Boucher, acquainting you of the loss of our
small bower, and my intention of going to Gwynn's Island,
to get an anchor. We hauled up for the place, but the
gale at northeast increasing, the pilot thought we could not
fetch into smooth water. I then bore away, and hope to
be at sea by ten o'clock at night, where I make no doubt
but to provide the ship with as good an anchor as the one
lost.

Our ship's company is all in high spirits; and am in
hopes we shall be able to let you hear from us often by
prize from time to time.. '

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
GEORGE COOKE.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, September 24,1776.

SIR : You will perceive by the enclosed resol yes of Con~
gress,which I have the honour to fOl'ward, tliat they have
come to tbe determination to augment our army, and to
engage the troops to serve during the continuance of the
war. As an inducement to inlist on these terms, the Con-
gress have agreed to give, besides a bounty of .twenty dol-
lars, a hundred acres of land to each sol.dier; and in case
he sho~tld lose his life in battle, they have resolved that his
children, or other representatives, shall succeed to such
grant.

It is ulJnecessary to repeat to you the numberless ill con-
sequence~ resulting from the limited inlistment of troops.
The untImely death of General Montgomery, alone, inde-
pendent of other arguments, is a striking proof of the dan~
gel' and impropriety of sending troops into the field under
any restriction as to the time of their service. The noblest
enterprise may be left unfinished by soJdiers in such a pre-
dicament, or abandoned the very moment success must have
crowned the attempt. Your own experience has long since
convinced you that, without a well-disciplined army we
cann?t ,rationally. expe~t success against veteran troops,' and
that It IS totally ImpossIble we shouldever havea well-dis-
ciplined army, unless our troops are engaged to serve during
the war. The Congress, therefore, impressed with these
and other reasons, and fully convinced that our Militia is
inadequate to the dut~ expected of them, have adopted the
-enclosed resolves, whIch, I am persuaded, will afford you
pleasure, as the only means left to defend our country in its
present critical situation.

I ha\'e wrote to all the States, and forwarded a copy of
the printed resolves herewith transmitted, and urcred them
in the most pressing language, to. comply, in the fulles~
manner, with the requisition of Congress.

As the troops now in service belonging to the several
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States will be considered as part of their quota in the
American army, it will be necessary to ascertain what num-
ber of the troops, as well as what officers, will engage to
serve during the war. For tbis purpose I have wrote to
tbe States, and forwarded blank commissions for all such
officers and others whom they sball appoint agreeably to
the enclosed resolves.

The articles of war, as first adopted by Congress, being
exploded, I seod you sundry copies of th.ose which they
have instituted in tbeir room. I enclose you, also, sundry
otber resolves, to which I beg leave to request your atten-
tion.

As the Committee of Congress will confer with you on
the stat.e of the army, to them I beg leave to refer you;
and am, with every sentiment of esteem and respect, sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To His Excellency General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE AssE~mLIEs OF THE SEV-

ERAL STATES..

Philadelphia, September 24, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You will perceive by the enclosed resol ves,
which I have the honour to forward in obedience to the
commands of Congress, that they have come to a determi-
nation to augment our army, and to engage tbe troops to
serve during tbe continuance of the war. As an induce-
ment to inlist on tbese terms, the Congress have agreed to
give, besides a bounty of twenty dollars, a hundred acres
of land to each soldier; and in case he should fall in
battle, they have resolved that his children, or other rep-
resentatives, shall succeed to such land.

The many ill consequences arising from a sbort and lim-
ited inlistment of troops, are too obvious to be mentioned.
In general, give me leave to observe, that to make men well
acquainted with the duties of a soldier, requires time; and
to bring them under proper subordination and discipline,
not only requires time, but has always been a work of much
difficulty. We have had frequent experience that men of
a few days' standing will not look forward, but as the time
of their discharge approaches grow careless of their arms,
ammunition, &.c., and impatient of all restraint; the con-
sequence of which is, tbe latter part of the time for which
the soldier was engaged is spent in undoing what the greatest
pains bad ueen taken to inculcate at first. Need I add to
this, that the fall of the late Generall'J:lontgomery before
Quebeck, is undoubtedly to be ascribed to the limited time
for which the troops were engaged~ whose impatience to
return home compelled him to make tbe attack contrary to
the conviction of his own judgment? Tbis fact alone fur-
nishes a striking argument of tbe danger and impropriety of
sending troops into tbe field under any restriction as to tbe
time of their inlistment. The noblest enterprise may be
left unfinished by troops in such a predicament, or aban-
doned at the very moment success would have crowned the
attempt.

The heavy and enormous expense consequent upon call-
ing forth tbe Militia, the delay attending their motions, and
the difficulty of keeping them in camp, render it extremely
improper to place our whole dependence upon them. Ex-
perience hath uniformly convinced us of this, some of the
Militia having deserted the camp at the very moment their
services were most wanted. In tbe mean time, tbe strength
of tbe Br/:tish army, which is great, is rendered much more.
formidable by the superiour order and regularity which pre-
vail in it. Under these circumstances, and in the situation
of our affairs, it is evident that the only means left us of
preserving our liberties is the measure which the Congress
have now adopted, and which I am ordered most earnestly
to recommend to you to carry into immediate effect. With-
out a well-disciplined army, we can never expect success
against veteran troops; and it is totally impossible we
should ever have a well-disciplined army without our troops
are engaged to serve during the war. To attain, therefore,
this most desirable end, I am to request you will at once,
and without a moment's delay, bend all your attentIon to
raise your quota of the American army.

The times call for the greatest despatch and vigour of
conduct. When the bloody standard of tyranny is erected

in a land of liberty, no good man, no friend to his country,
can possibly remain an inactive spectator of bel' fall. Dis-
play, therefore, I most ardently entreat you, that virtue
whicb can alone save her on this occasion. Let us con-
vince our enemies that as we entered into tbe present
contest for the defence of OUl' liberties, so we are resolved,
with the firmest reliance on Heaven for the justice of our
cause, never to relinquish it, but rather to perish in tbe
ruins of it. If we do but remain firm, if we are not dis-
mayed at tbe little sbocks of fortune, and are determined
at all hazards that we will be free, I am persuaded, under
the gracious smiles of Providence, assisted by our own most
strenuous endeavours, we shall finally succeed agreeably to
our wishes, and thereby establish the independence, the hap-
piness, and the glory of the United States of Amema.

As the troops now in service belonging to the several
States will be considered as part of their quota in the
Arnerican army, YOIlwill please to take such steps as you
judge necessary to ascertain what number of the troops, as
well as what officers, will engage to serve during tbe war.
I send by tbis express blank commissions, to be filled with
such as you shall please to appoint. I also forward a
number of tbe rules and articles of war, as altered by Con-
gress and just published.

I ha\'e the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Honourable Assembly of New-Hampshire.
[Sume to Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut Assemblies,

.New- York Convention, New-Jersey Assembly, Pennsylvania Convention,

Delaware Government, Maryland Convention, Virginia Assembly, North-

Carolina Convention, South-Carolina Assembly, Georgia Convention.]

BENJAMiN MARSHALL AND BROTHERS TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

[Read September 24, 1776. Rderred to the Marine Committee, to
tak.e into consider(l.tion on Wednesday, October 25,1776]

Philadelphia, September 24,1776.

In January, 1775, the subscribers, by orders from London,
exported a cargo of flour, wax, staves, &.c., to Tcrceira, one
of the Western Islands. The vessel in which they were
shipped belonged to us, was purchasf'd at the island afore-
said, and payment made in bills of exchange on London,
one of which, to the value of £800 currency, was returned
protested for non-payment in March last; since which, have
had no opportunity to send it for recovery; therefore, are
under tbe necessity, as the only probable means of saving
it, to purchase a small vessel. But lest any thing should
prevent our recovering it, the expenses of the voyage would
be considerable, and as pipe-staves are an article in demand
there and small value here, and less detrimental to the state
of the Colonies than flour, should she be unhappily taken
by our enemy, induces us to request the honourable Conti-
nental Congress to grant us liberty to export pipe-staves,
any quantity not exceeding twenty thousand, which indul-
gence will be esteemed as a favour conferred on your
friends, BENJ. MARSHALL&. BROTHERS.

To tbe Hon. John Hancock, Esquire.

BENJAMIN FISHBOURN TO RICHARD PETERS.

Philadelphia, September 24, 1776.

SiR: I understand a Paymaster is wanted for Colonel
Wood's battalion, (late Colonel St. Clair's,) now at Ticon-
deroga. If the honourable Board of War will please to
favour me with that appoinqnent, they may depend I will
exert myself to discbarge the trust with care and fidelity.

1 have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your obe-
dient servant

B F' ENJ. ISHBOURN.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Secretary at War.

LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA, COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation and In-
spection at the house of Adam Reigart, the 24th Septem-
ber, 1776,

Present: William Atlee, Edward Shippen, Adam Rei-
gart, Jacob - Klatz, Christopher Graffort, George Moore,
Henry Dchuff. William Atlee in the cbair.
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A Letter from the Council of Safety, dated the 18th
instant, was read in Committee, mentioning that the Board
of War some time since sent them a Resolve, requesting an
exact account of the number of State Prisoners confined
in the State of Pennsylvania, with their rank or station in
the Army, the time of their being taken, and the particular
circumstances attending their situation, &c.; and therefore
requesting this Committee immediately to furnish them with
a particular account of all the Prisoners in this County, that
they may be enabled to furnish the Board of War with the
said account, agreeable to their resol ves.

The Committee, taking the said Letter into consideration,
-direct that the Sergeant-Majors of the Seventb and Twenty-
Sixth Regiments be immediately sent for, and directed to
fumisb tbis Committee with lists of the Prisoners of their
respective Regiments, who have from time' to time been
brought to this place.

Mr. Hurrh appears in Committee, and requests tbat the
Accounts ~hich he left witb tbe Committee against the
Officers who made tbeir escape from Lebanon, may be
delivered up to him, as he says be has a prospect of getting
his Moneys; and it is ordered that Mr. Atlee deliver them
to him, taking his receipt for them.

Ann Brown havincr been convicted of stealing sundry
goods at MI'. Slough'sOMill, and tbe goods being returned to
tbe owner and tbe said Ann Brown being far gone with
child, and' tbe gaoler being apprebensive of bel' being soon
delivered there, it is tbe sentiments of tbe Committee that
she be discharged and sent out of town.

Rebecca Williams having been confined on suspicion of
stealing goods from , being also in the same situation,
and the winter approaching, it is also tbe sentiments of the
Committee that she be discharged and sent out of town.

ADDRESS OF NEW-JERSEY ASSEMBLY TO THE GOVERNOUR.

To His Excellency WILUAM LIVINGSTON,Esq., Governour,
Captain-General, and Commander-in- Chief in and over
the State of N EW-J ERSEY and Territories thereunto
belonging, Chancellor and Ordinary in the same,:

The Address of the Assembly of the said State.

MAY IT nEAsE YOUR EXCELLENCY: Whilst we antici-
pate the blessings of a Government founded on freedom,
having for its sole object the happiness of the people, it
affords the most pleasing reflection that aJl our measures for
attaining that great end are strongly marked with delibera-
tion and firmness, and will bear the strictest scrutiny of
reason and conscience. To tbose disposed to trace the
hand of approving Heaven in our de1iverance from the
galling yoke of slavery, the unparalleled unanimity of the
American States in resisting the encroachments of despot-
ism, and refusing the insidious offers of precarious peace-
the rejection of our petitions, though fraught with unrefuted
reasoning and clear demonstration, joined to the infatuated
policy of our enemy and the success of our arms, afford the
most unequivocal marks of Providential agency; whilst our
willingness even to relinquish some of our indubitable rights
for the sake of peace-our patience under repeated injuries
and insults-the declaration of our rights and consequent
independence, long delayed-plainly evince to the impartial
world our aversion to shedding human blood. But com-
pelled by the insatiate plunden~rs of the East to assert our
freedom, we have burst the bands of political slavery, and
arisen into a life of liberty. Thus situate, we cannot evince
more fully to the world the purity of our intentions and our
sense of the value of our purchase, than by placing in the
most conspicuous points of view those gentlemen who have
taken an early and decisive part in our glorious struggle for
freedom.

Our convict.ion of the rectitude of your Excellency's
intentions stands confessed by your appointment to the
office of Chief Magistrate of this free State. But, whilst
we feel our own inadequacy to the business assigned us by
our country, we mllst acknowledge, with your Excellency,
that your task is arduous indeed, and entreat you to look up
with us to the indulgent Parent of the universe, who, when
.the end proposed is stamped with his approbation, can
make the abilities keep pace with the will.

Convinced, with your Excellency, of the necessity of a
well-regulated Militia for the defence of a free State, and of

their being duly paid for tbeir service, our earliest attention
shall be given to that most important business; and permit
us, sir, to assure you, that, whilst we have aught to bestow,
the voice of murmuring for services unpaid, or merit unre-
warded, shall not be heard in this State.

If, in fixing the seat of Government according to the local
circumstances and convenience of the various parts of this
State, we should appoint a place agreeable to your Excel-
lency, it will double our satisfaction. The law mentioned,
and such other salutary regulations as may occur to your
Excellency during this session, when communicated to us,
shall meet with all due attention.

Yollr obliging mention of tbe importance of the station in
which the uncorrupted voice of our constituents hath placed
us, demands ollr acknowledgments, and will, we hope, spirit
us to such exertions in our duty, as may redound to the
benefit of the State. And we assure you, with sincerity,
that, laying aside all private attachments and resentment,
it shall be our study to cultivate that harmony between tbe
branches of the Legislature, that spirit of economy, industry,
and patriotism, so justly recommended, and so essential to
the publick welfare; and that whilst our Heaven-directed
Genera1s and Soldiers, with an ardour pecu1iar to freemen,
brave the dangers of well-fought fields against tbe lawless
sons of rapine and plunder, oUl'sshall be the important task,
in conjunction with your Excellency and the honourable
Council, to give our cool deliberations and nseful resolves
the most unambiguous marks of that spirit which ought to
animate a Senate of freemen.

We hope that no situation in life can 'make us lose sight
of that evident truth, so loudly proclaimed in the historick
page, that dissoluteness of manners and political corruption
are inseparable companions in the destruction of kingdoms,
whilst the concurring testimony of the inspired penman will
enforce on the most obdurate heart, that" Righteousness
exaltetb a nation, but that sin is a reproach to any people."
Determined to employ the talents given, in procuring and
transmitting inviolate to posterity tbe fair inheritance of civil
and religious liberty, though bought at the price of life, we
will look for the permanency and stability of our new gov-
ernment to Him who bringeth Princes to nothing, and
teacheth Senators wisdom.

By order of the House: JOHNHART, Speaker.
House of Assembly, September 24,1776.

To which his Excellency was pleased to make the fol-
lowing Reply:

GENTLEJUEN: Your kind and affectionate address deserves
my cordial thanks; and I feel myself most agreeably affected
with your obliging assurances of paying all due attention
to the laws and regulations recommended to your con-
sideration.

I heartily partici pate witb you in the pleasure of tracing
that conspicuous Providential agency which has hitherto
frustrated the sanguinary purposes of our enemies; and
wbich, tbat is not more generally and devoutly acknowl-
edged, is greatly to be deplored. But while with pious
gratitUde we survey the frequent interpositions of Heaven in
our behalf, we ought to remember that as the disbelief of an
overruling Providence is atheism, so an absolute confidence
of having our deliverance wrought out by the more imme-
diate hand of God, without our own exertions, is tbe most
culpable presumption. Let us, tberefore, inflexibly perse-
vere in exerting our most strenuous efforts in an humble and
rational dependence on the great Govemour of thewor]d,
and we have the fairest prospect of surmounting aJl our
difficulties, and of seeing our merciless oppressors involved
in that destruction which they have so long been meditating
for others.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

Head.Quarters, York-Island, September 24, 1776.

J\h LORD: After waiting two days for a favourable wind.
to move the ships of war up to the batteries upon Paulus
Flook, it was effected yesterday at noon, and the troops
landed and took possession of the works witbout the least
resistance, the enemy having abandoned their batteries and
redoubts upon the approach of his Majesty's ship Roebuck,
and two frigates.

I have the honour to be, &c., W. HOWE.
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RETURN OF ORDNANCE AND STORES TAKEN IN THE CITY OF
NEW-YORK, AND IN THE ADJACENT BATTERIES AND
REDOUBTS, AFTER THE RETREAT OF THE REBELS, SEP-
TEMBER 15, 1776.

Taken in the field.-Ordnance, light brass, mounted on
travelling carriages with limbers-l six-pounder; 1 five-inch
and half howitzer.

In the New- York and the adjacent Redoubts.

Iron Ordnance, mounted on garrison carriages-I5 thirty-
two pounders; 7 twelve-pounders; 9 nine-pounders; 1 six-
pounder; 6 four-pounders; 2 three-pounders. On a travelling
carriage, 1 three-pounder. Dismounted, 26.

Shot, round 100se-965 thirty-two pounders; 9,300
twenty-four pounders; 276 eighteen-pounders; 1,342
twelve-pounders; 32 six-pounders; ~ 1 three-pounders.
Dou ble-headed-7 47 thirty -two pounders; 460 twel ve-
pounders; 12 nine-pounders; 29 six-pounders. Double-
headed with sliding bars-IOO thirty-two-pounders; 170
twelve-pounders; 7 nine-pounders. Grape quilted-71
thirty-two-pounders; 69 twelve-pounders. Case-fixed with
powder-32 nine-pounders; 12 three-pounders.

Shells, empty-54 thirteen-inch;. 944 ten-inch; 395
eight-inch; 738 five-inch and. half; 17,871 four-inch two-
fifths. Filled with fusees drove-5 thirteen-inch; 12 ten-
inch; 30 eight-inch; 53 five-inch and half; 45 fOUl'-inch
and two-fifths.

Powder-whole barrel 1; iron crows 6; mantelets 52;
chevaux-de-frise complete, 81 ; tar barrels 42; breast-plates
{Ol,-Engineer's armour, 35; wagons covered, 4.

SAMUEL CLEAVELAND,

Brigadier-General commanding Royal Artillery.

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, September 24,1776.

My LORD: On the 21st instant, Lieutenant-Governour
Colden departed this life at Flushing. This makes a
vacancy in the Council. The following is the present state
of the remaining eleven: Mr. Chief-Justice Horsemanden,
very old and feeble; Mr. Oliver De Lancey, Mr. Charles
Ward Apthorp, Mr. Axtell, and Mr. Henry Cruger, at liber-
ty to attend the summons of Government. Mr. William
Smith withdrawn to his plantation up the North R,iver, and
not been heard of these five months; Mr. Hugh Wallace
and Mr. James Jauncey, prisonerswith the Rebels; Mr. John
Watts, Colonel Morris, and Mr. Henry White, in Bngland.

By this state, your Lordship wiII observe I have but filre
Councillors I can summons, and Judge Horsemanden's
infirmities will probably prevent his attendance; therefore
your Lordship will view the necessity I shall be under of
appointing other Councillors, if the gentlemen in Bngland
do not return to take a share in the reestablishment of
Government, or that those in captivity are released.

Mr. Thomas Jones, one of the Judges of the Supreme
Court, and Mr. David Matthews, Mayor of the City of
New- York, with many other gentlemen of the country, are
in the hands of the Rebels. -

I am, with all possible respect, my Lord, your Lordship's
most obedient, humble servant, WM. TRYON.
To Lord George Germain.

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

New-York, September 24,1776.

My LORD: At the same time that I have the happiness
to acquaint your Lordship that on the 15th instant, General
Howe, with the forces under his command, by adlfJirable
skill, spirit, and conduct, made himself master of the City of
New- York, and one-half of the Island, it grieves me to
inform you that on the 21st, about two in the morning,
the western part of the town was set on fire by a number
of incendiaries, and which raged with such violence as
destroyed, it is thought, one-fourth part of the city, before
the flames could be extinguished. Many of the incendiaries
are now in confinement, and two or three were killed as
they were detected in their hellish design. Many circum-
stances lead to conjecture that Mr. Washington was privy
to this villainous act, as he sent all the bells of the
churches out of town, under pretence of casting them into
cannon; whereas, it is much more probable to prevent the
alarm being given by_ringing of the be!ls before the fire

should get ahead beyond the reach of engines and buckets;
besides, some officers of his army were found concealed in
the city, supposed for this devilish purpose. The town was
thought to be saved more by a sudden change in the wind
(which blew strong) and pulling down intermediate houses,
than by water. It is affiicting to view the wretched and
miserable inhabitants who have lost their all, and numbers
of reputable shop-keepers that are reduced to beggary, and
many in want for their families of the necessaries of life.
The fire broke out in sundry places nearly at the same time,
but was fir&t discovered at Whitehall stairs, and has burnt
the whole body of the buildings that lies between George
street and Broad street, as high up as the City Hall, and,
all the buildings on the north of Fort George, lying between
the North River and Great George street, as far up as King's
College, excepting a few houses and St. Paul's Church;
and almost aJl the houses on the church estate, with Trinity
Church, are totally consumed. It really seems the conflag-
ration was directed against the interest of the church. The
ship-docks, warehouses, and the commercial part of the city is
as yet safe, and every measure pursued by General Robert-
son, commanding officer in New- York, assisted by myself,
to establish such regulations and police as may ensure its
future security. I was at Flatbush, at MI'. Axtell's, four
miles from the city, for the recovery of my health and
strength, when this dreadful event befell this devoted city.

As this country is in the present period too much con-
vulsed for the civil Government to act with any good effect,
it is the opinion of both his Majesty's Commissioners for
restoring peace to the Colonies, that I should postpone any
executive acts of Government, until the Province is more
liberated from the control of the Rebels. I therefore have
kept the executive powers of civil Government dormant,
lea ving every thing to the direction of the military; never
ceasing, however, to throw every information I can procure
to tlJe General and Admiral, as it may concern them, and
to exhort and recommend to the inhabitants the proper line
for tlleir duty and interest.

General Oliver De Lancey, under General Howe's
orders, is endeavouring to raise a brigade of fifteen hundred
men for the defence of Long-Island, and Major Rogers a
corps of Provincials for the war generally.

The two New-York companies, under the Captains
Campbell and Grant, have acquitted themselves in action
so honourably as to obtain the General's thanks, transmitted
to them in publick orders.

.

I am, with all possible respect, my Lord, your Lordship's
most obedient and most humble servant,

W M. TRYON.
To Lord George Germain.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 25, 1776.] ,

Head-Q.uarters, Heights of Harlem, September 24, 1776,

SIR: The post being about to depart, I have only time to
add that no event of importance has taken place on this
side Hudson's River since my last, of the 22d instant.

The enclosed letter received last night from General
Greene, who now commands in the Jerseys, will give Con-
gress all the information I have respecting tbe evacuation
of Powles Hook, and the landing of the enemy to possess
it.

I this minute obtained a copy of the general return of
our force, the first I have been able to procure for some
time past, which I do myself the honour of transmitting for
the satisfaction of Congress.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. The thirteen Militia regiments from Connecticut
being reduced to a little more than seven hundred men rank
and file fit for duty, I have thought proper to discharge the
whole, to sa ve the States the immense charge that would
arise for officers' pay. There are, too, many Militia that
have just corne in, and on their way from that State, none
of which are provided with a tent 01'a single camp utensil.
This distresses me beyond measure.

Camp Fort Constitution, September 23, 1776,

DEAR SIR: The enemy are landed at Powley's lIook;
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they came up this afternoon and began a cannonade on the
batteries, and after cannonading for half an hour or a little
more, they landed a party from the ships. General ~Mercer
had ordered off from the Hook all the troops except a small
guard, who had orders to evacuate the place from the first
approach of the enemy. General ~lel"Cer mentions no
troops but those landed from the ships; but Colonel Bull,
ane] many others that were along the river upon the heights,
saw twenty boats go over from York to Powley's Hook.
This movement must have happened since General Mercer
wrote. I purpose to visit Bergen to-night, as General
Mercer thinks of going to his post at Amboy to-morrow.

. I purpose to detain him one day longer.
I am, with due respect, your Excellency's obedient ser-

vant, N. GREENE.
To His Excellency General Washington. .

GENERAL WASJIINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read 27th. Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Stone]
Colonel Morris's, on the Heights of Harlem, ~

September 24, 1776. S

SIR: From the hours allotted to sleep I will borrow a
few moments to con vey my thoughts on sundry important
matters to Congress. I shall offer them with that sincerity
which ought to characterize a man of can dour, and with
the freedom which may be used in giving useful information
without incurring the imputation of presumption.

Weare now, as it were, upon the eve of another dissolu-
tion of our army. The remembrance of the difficulties which
happened upon that occasion last year, the consequences
which might have followed the change if proper advantages
had been taken by the enemy, added to a knowledge of the
present temper and situation of the troops, reflect but a
very gloomy prospect upon the appearance of things now,
and satisfy me beyond the possibility of a doubt, that un-
less some speedy and effectual measures are adopted by
Congress our cause will be lost.

It is in vain to expect, that any or more than a trifling
part of this army will again engage in the senice on the
encouragement offered by Congress. When men find that
their townsmen and companions are. receiving twenty,
thirty, and more dollars for a few months' service, which is
truly the case, it cannot be expected, without using com-
pulsion; and to force them into the sel'Vice would answer
no valuable purpose. When men are irritated, and their
passions inflamed, they fly hastily and cheerfully to arms;
but after the first emotions are over, to expect among such
people as compose the bulk of an army, that they are in-
fluenced by any other principles than those of interest, is to
look for what never did, and I fear never will happen; the
Congress will deceive themselves, therefore, if they expect
it. A soldier, reasoned with upon the goodness of the cause
he is engaged i'n, and the inestimable rights he is contending
for, hears you with patience, and acknowledges the truth of
your observations, but adds that it is of no more impOl'tance
to him than others. The officer makes you tbe same
reply, with this further remark, that his pay will not sup-
port him, and de cannot ruin himself and family to serve
his country, when every member of the community is
equally interested, and benefited by his labours. The few,
tberefore, who act upon principles of disinterestedness are,
comparatively speaking, no more than a drop in the ocean.
It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this contest is not
likely to be the work of a day, as the war must be carried
on systematically, and to do it you must have good officers,
there are in my judgment no otber possible means to obtain
them but by establishing your army upon a permanent
footin~, and giving yoUl' officers good pay. This will induce
gentlemen and men of character to engage; and till the
bulk of your officers are composed of such persons as are
actuated by principles of honour and a spirit of enterprise,
you have little to expect from them. They ought to have
such allowances as will enable them to live like and support
the characters of gentlemen, and not be driven by a scanty
pittance to the low and dirty arts which many of them
practise to filch the publick of more than the difference of
pay would amount to upon an ample allowance. Besides,
something is due to the man who puts his life in his band,
hazards his bealth, and forsakes the sweets of domestick
enjoyments. Why a Captain in the Continental service

should receive no more than five shillings curren-cyper day
for performing the same duties that an officer of the same
rank in the British service receives ten shillings sterling for,
I never coulrJconceive, especially when the latter is provided
with every necessary he requires upon the best terms, and
the former can scarce procure them at any rate. There is
nothing that gives a man consequence, or renders him fit for
command, like a support tbat renders him independent of
every body but the State he serves.

With respect to the men, nothing but a good bounty can
obtain them upon a permanent establishment; and for no
shorter time tban the continuance of the war ought they
to be engaged; as facts incontestibly prove that the difficulty
and cost of inlistments increase with time. When the
army was first raised at Cambridge, I am persuaded the
men might have been got without a bounty for tbe war.
After this they began to see that the contest was not likely
to end so speedily as was imagined, and to feel their con-
sequence by remarking, that to get the Militia in, in the
course of last year, many towns were induced to give them
a bounty. Foreseeing the evils resulting from this, and the
destructive consequences which unavoidably would follow
short inlistments, I took the liberty in a long letter written
by myself, (date not now recollected as my letter book is
not here,) to recommend the inlistments for and during the
war, assigning such reasons for it as experience has since
convinced me were well founded. At that time twenty
dollars would, I am persuaded, have engaged the men for
this term. But it will not do to look back; and if the pre-
sent opportunity is slipped, I am persuaded that twelve
months more will increase our difficulties fourfold. I shall,
therefore, take the freedom of giving it as my opinion, that
a good bounty be immediately offered, aided by the proffer
of at least one hundred or one hundred and fifty acres of
land and a suit of clothes and blanket to each non-com-
missioned officer and soldier, as I have good authority for
saying, that however high the men's pay may appear, it is
barely sufficient, in the present scarcity and dearness of all
kinds of goods, to keep them in clothes, much less afford
support to their families.

If this encouragement, then, is given to the men, and such
pay allowed the officers as will induce gentlemen of charac-
ter and liberal sentiments to engage, and proper care and
precaution used in the nomination, having more regard to
the characters of persons than the number of men they can
inlist, we should in a little time have an army able to cope
with any that can be opposed to it, as there are excellent
materials to form'one out of. But while the only merit an
officer possesses is his ability to raise men, while those men
consider and treat him as an equal, and, in the character of
an officer, regard him no more than a broomstick, being
mixed together as one common herd, no order nor no dis-
cipline can prevail; nor will the officer ever meet with
that respect which is essentiaHy necessary to due subor-
dination.

To place any dependence upon Militia is assuredly rest-
ing upon a broken staff. Men just dragged from the tender
scenes of domestic life, unaccustomed to the din of arms,
totally unacquainted with every kind of military skill, which,
being followed by a want of confidence in themselves when
opposed to troops regularly trained, disciplined, and ap-
pointed, sllperiour in knowledge and superiour in arms,
makes them timid and ready to fly from their own shadows.
Besides, the sudden change in their manner of living, (par-
ticularly in their lodging,) brings on sickness in many, impa-
tience in all, and such an unconquerable desire of retul'lling
to their respective bomes, thai it not only produces shameful
and scandalous desertions among themselves but infuses the
like spirit in others. Again, men accustomed to unbounded
freedom and no control, caTInotbrook the restraint which is
indispensably necessary to tbe good order and government
of an army, without which licentiousness and every kind
of disorder triumphanlly reign. To bring men to a proper
degree of subordination is not the work of a day, a month,
or even a year; and unhappily for us and the cause we are
engaged in, the little discipline I have been labouring to
establish in the army under my immediate command, is
in a manner done away, by having such a mixture of troops
as have been cal1ed together witbin these few months.

Relaxed and as unfit as our rules and regulations of war
are fOt"the government of an army, the Militia (those prop-
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erly so called, for of these we have two sorts, the six
months' men, and those sent in as a temporary aid) do not
think themselves subject to 'em, and Jherefore take liberties
which the soldier is punished for. This creates jealousy;
Jealousy begets dissatisfaction; and these by degrees ripen
mto mutiny, keeping the whole army in a confused aud
disordered state, rendering the time of those who wish to
see regularity and good order prevail more unhappy than
words can describe. Besides this, such repeated changes
take place that all arrangement is set at nought, and the
constant fluctuation of things deranges every plan as fast as
adopted.

These, sir, Congress may be assured, are but a small
part of the inconveniences which might be enumerated and
attributed to Milita; but there is one, that merits particular
attention] and that is the expense. Certain I am that it
would be cheaper to keep fifty or one hundred th~sand
men in constant pay, than to depend upon half the number
and supply the other half occasionally by Militia. The
time the latter are in pay before and after they are in camp,
assembling and marching, the waste of ammunition, the
consumption of stores, which, in spite of every resolution
and requisition of Congress, they must be furnished with,
or sent home, added to other incidental expenses conse-
quent upon their coming and conduct in camp, surpasses all
idea, and destroys every kind of regularity and economy
which you could establish among fixed and settled troops,
and will, in my opinion, prove, if the scheme is adhered to,
the ruin of our cause.

The jealousies of a standing army, and the evils to be
apprehended from one, are remote, and in my judgment,
situated and circumstanced as we are, not at all to be
dreaged; but the consequence of wanting one, according to
my ideas, formed from the present view of things, is certain
and inevitable ruin. For, ifl was called upon to declare upon
oath, whether the Militia have been most serviceable or hurt-
ful upon the whole, I should subscribe to the latter. I do
not mean by this, however, to arraign the conduct of Con-
gress; in so doing I should equally condemn my own meas-
ures, if I did not my judgment; but experience, which is
the best criterion to work by, so fuIJy, clearly, and decisively
reprobates the practice of trusting to Militia, that no man
who regards order, regularity, or economy, 01' who has any
regard for his own honour, character, or peace of mind, will
risk them upon this issue.

No less attention should be paid to the choice of Sur-
geons than other officers of the army; they sbould undergo
a regular examination, and if not appointed by the Director-
General and Surgeons of the hospital, they ought to be sub-
ordinate to and governed by his directions. The regimental
Surgeons I am speaking of, many of whom are very great
rascals, countenancing tbe men in sham complaints to ex-
empt tbem from duty, and often receiving bribes to certify
indispositions, with a view to procure discbarges or fur-
loughs. But independent of these practices, while they
are considered as uneonnected with tbe general hospital,
there will be nothing but continual complaints of each
other-the Director of the hospital charging them with
enormity in their drafts for tbe sick, and they him for deny-
ing such things as are necessary. In short, there is a con-
stant bickering among tbem, which tends

\
greatly to the

injury of the sick, and will always subsist till tbe regimental
Surgeons are made to look up to the Director-General of
the hospital as a superiour. Whetber this is the case in
regulararmies or not, I cannot undertake to say; but cer-
tain I am, there is a necessity for it in this, or the sick will
suffer. The regimental Surgeons are aiming, I am persua-
ded, to break up the general hospital, and have in number-
less instances drawn for medicines, stores, &c., in the most
profuse and extravagant manner for private purposes.

Anotber matter highly worthy of attention is, that other
rules and regulations may be adopted for the government of
the army, than those now in existence; otherwise tbe army,
but for the name, might as well be disbanded. For tI;e
most atrocious offenees, one or two instances only excepted,
a man receives no mure than thirty-nine lashes, and these,
perha ps, tbrough the collusion of the officer who is to see it
inflicted, are given in such a manner as to become rather a
matter of sport tban punishment; but, when inflieted as
they ought, many hardened fellows who bave been the sub-
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jects, have declared that for a boltle of rum they would
undergo a second operation. It is evident, therefore, that
tI~e punishment is inadequate to many crimes it is assigned
to. . As a proof of it, thirty and forty soldiers will desert at
a time, and of late a practice prevails (as you will see by
the letter of the 22d) of the most a]arming nature, and
wbich will, if it cannot be checked, prove fatal both to the
country and army; I mean the infamous practice of plun-
dering. For, under the idea of Tory property, or property
which may fall into the hands of the enemy, no man is
secure in his effects, and scarcely in his person; for, in order
to get at them, we have several instances of people being
frightened out of their houses, under pretence of those
houses being ordered to be burnt, and this is done with a
view of seizing the goods j nay, in order that the villany
may be the more effectually concealed, same houses have
actually been burnt to cover the theft. I have, with some
others, used my utmost endea\"ours to stop this horrid prac-
tice; but under the present lust after plunder, and want of
laws to punish offenders, I might almost as well attempt to
remove Mount Atlas. I have ordered instant corporal
punishment upon every man who passes our lines, or is
seen with plunder, that the offender might be punished for
disobedience of orders; and enclose you the proceedings
of a Court-Martial held upon an officer, who, with a party
of men, had robbed a house a little beyond our lines of a
number of vahiable goods, among which (to show that noth-
ing escapes) were four large pier looking-glasses, women's
clothes, and other articles, which, one would think, could be
of no earthly use to him. He was met by a Major of
Brigade, who ordered him to return the goods, as taken con-
trary to general orders; which he not only peremptorily
refused to do, but drew up his party, and swore he would
defend them at the hazard of his life; on which I ordered
him to be arrested and tried for plundering, disobedience of
orders, and mutiny. For the result I refer to the proceed-
ings of the court, whose judgment appeared so exceedingly
extraordinarythat I ordereda reconsideration of tbe matter,
upon which, and with the assistance of a fresh evidencc,
they made shift to cashier him.

I adduce this instance to give some idea to Congress of
the current sentiment and general run of the officers, which
compose the present army; and to show how exceedingly
necessary it is to be careful in the choice of the new set,
even if it should take double the time to complete the levies.
An army formed of good officers moves like clockwork;
but there is no situation upon earth less enviable, nor more
distressing, than that person's who is at the head of troops
who are regardless of order and discipline, and who are
unprovided with almost every necessary. In a word, the
difficulties which have forever surrounded me since I have
been in the service, and kept my mind constantly upon
the stretch; the wounds which my feelings as an officer
have received by a thousandthings which have happened
contrary to my expectation and wishes; the effect of my
own conduct, and the present appearance of things, so little
pleasing to myself as to render it a matter of no surprise (to
me) if I should stand capitally censured by Concrress. added
to a consciousne?s of my inability to govern a~ arn;y com-
posed of such dIscordant parts, and under such a variety of
inu:icate and perplexing citc~rI?sta~ces, ind~ces not only a
behef, but a thorough convictIon m my mInd, tbat it will
be impossible, unless there is a thorough change in our mili-
tary system, for me to conduct matters in such a manner
as to give satisfaction to the publick, which is all the recom-
pense I aim at, or ever wishedfor.

.

Before I conclude,I must apologizefor the liberties taken
in this letter, and for the bJots and scratc.hings therein not
having time to give it more correctly. With truth I' can
add, that with every sentiment of respect and esteem I am
yours and the Congress's most obedient and most h~mb]e
servant,

Go. \V ASHINGTON.

To the Hon. John Hancock, President of Congress.

Proceedings ~f a General Court-]}[artial of the Line, held
on the Hetghts of HARLEM, by order of his Excellency
GEORGE WASHINGTON,Esq.] General and Commander-
in- Chief of the Forces of the UNITED STATES OF AMER-
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ICA, for the trial of all Prisoners to be brought before
them, SEPTEMBER 19, 1776.

Colonel SAGE, President.

Lieut. CoI. Bl'early, Captain G()od, _
Major Howell, Lieutenant Blecker,
Captain Smith, L~€utenant Skelto~,
Captain Bond, LIeUtenant Dc Wztt,
Captain Burh, Lieutenant Humphreys,
Captain Higgins, L~eutenant Blackman,
Captain Brown, Lleut~nant Case.
Captain Chamberlain,

WILLIAM TUDOR, Judge-Advocate.

The Court beinO"duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of
Ensicrn~Matthewl~Jacllm&r,of Captain Barnes's Company,
in C~lonel Sargent's Regiment, broug?t prisoner before the
Court-Martial and accused of plundermg and robbery, and
also of mutiny.

The prisoner being arraigned on the above charge, plead

" Not guilty."
Major Box. Last Tue~day, about two o'clock, I.saw a

number of people plundermg down on Harlem Plam. I
took a party and went down on the Plain, and met Ensign
Macumber, with a party of up\Vard~of twenty, ~ll loaded
with plunder, such as house furniture, table hn~n~and
kitchen utensils China and delf ware. I ordered 111mto
lay it down, or' carry it back to the place he took it from.
He said he had his Colonel's order for what he had done,
and that he would defend the plunder as long as he had
life. I asked him if he knew me, and told him who I was,
and told him how express the General's orders were about
plundering. I told him if he did not deliver up the plunder,
I should fire upon him, and jumped over a fence, ~nd my
little party followed. On .tbis tbe prisoner and hIs party
surrounded me, and the pnsoner gave orders for the party
to make ready; t~try did so, and told me they would die by
the plunder, and Macumber, th~ prisoner, declared tbe same.
Wben I found I could do nothmg, I left them and went up
and got a party, and went down. The prisoner seeing me
coming, left bis party and put off across the fields, loaded
with someth.ing. I disarmed the party, and made them
prisoners. The prisoner orderep his party to make ready,
before I jumped over the fence.

SerO"eantTHAYER. I was one of the party with Major
Box ~n Tuesday, and met Ensign Macumber, as has ueen
relat~d. Major Box told the prisoner's ~arty to .lay down
their plunder; they all refused, and the prIsoner saId tbat he
had obeyed the Colon!:'l's orders, an? tbat he woul~ carr!
the plunder to his Colonel. On Major Box presentmg hIS
pistol at the Ensign, he ordered the men to form thems~h:es.
The men were clamorous, and the Ensign was qllJetmg
them. He said he had orders from his Colonel, and had
obeyed them, and would ouey them to the spiJling h~s
blood' which I took to mean that he would defend hIs
party'and the plunder. The Major went off, and we
returned soon after; but I know nothing more of the pri-
soner. There was women's clothing among other articles
of plunder.

WILLIA1I1THOMAS. Says he was one of the party, and
confirmed Sergeant Thayer's testimony.

SAMUELBROWN. Confirmed Sergeant Thayer's testi-
mony, and adds that the prisoner told Major Box, ~fter he
had ordered his men to 10rm, that he would see whIch had
the strongest party, or that the ground should drink his
blood. Several of his men said they would blowout Major
Box's brains, if he cocked his pistol again.

WILI,IAMCORNISH. Confirms Brown's testimony, and
adds, that from every appearance, he doubts not the prison-
er's party wOl!ld have fired upon them had they attempted
to bave rescued the plunder out of their hands.

Prisoner's Defence.
JOHNPETTY. Just before we entered the town of Har-

lem, Ensign Macumber stopped the party and expressly
ordered us not to plunder. I was posted as a sentry, and
know nothing of the party plundering. I was one who
drove the cattle off, and did not join the party who had the
plunder.

GORDONSPENCER. After we got into Harltm, Ensign
Macumber took some of the party and went off with them.
After he was gone, some of the men broke into the house.
I went and found the Ensign, and told him of it. He said

it was against his orders, and bid m~ go and tell !hem to
leave the house. Before we met Major Box, Ensign Ma-
cumber had told the men they should can'y all the plunder
to Colonel Sargent. . .

The Court beincr cleared, after mature conslderatlon are
of opinion, that th~ prisoner is not guil~y of .plundering. or
of robbery, nor of mutiny, but that he I~ gUIlty.of offenng
violence to and disobeying Majo: BOT, his supeno,ur officer.
And the Court sentence and adjudge that the pmoner ask
pardon of Major Box, and receive a severe reprim.and from
the commanding officer at tbe head of the regIment he
belongs to. COMFORTSAGE,President.

Note by General W ASHINGTON.-Itis to be observed that
the men who were to share the plunder, became the evidence
for the prisoner. G. W.

T~ Court proceeded to the trial of Ebenezer, Leffi~gwel',
of Captain Cleft's Company, in Colonel Durkee s RegIment,
brougbt prison!:'rbefore the Court, and accused" of cowa:d- .
ice and mi:heha viour before the enemy, and of pre~entlllg
and snappmg a musket at Colonel Reed, the Adjutant-
General."

The prisoner being arraigned on the above charge, pleads
"Not O"uilty."

C()l~ncl REED deposes. On 'Monday ~orenoo~ I left
Colonel Knowlton, with a design to send ~I\n a r~Itlforce-
ment. I had accordingly ordered up Major Leztch, an.d
was going up to where tbe firing was, ~hen I met, the pn-
soner running away from where the finng :,,'as, with every
mark of trepidation and fear. I followed lum, and ordered
him back after striking him; he promised to return, and
went on into the bushes. A little after, I saw him running
off again, at:Id pursued .him with a det.ermi~ation to mark
him; and came up to 111mand struck hun wIth ?lY hanger,
and wounded him in the head and hand. He bId me keep
off' or he would shoot me; he presented his piece, and I
thi~k snapped his piece at me. I found bim ~fter this lyinO"
in a ditch; on his seeing me he fell to bellowmg out, and I
should have shot him, could I bave got my gun off. He
has since confessed to me that he was running away at the
time I met him.

Lieutenant SHlP~fAN, evidence for the prisoner. The
prisoner was one of tbe par,ty with Colonel Kn?wl~on, on
]}Ionday, and behaved well m the fi!'st of the Sklfll1lsh; I~e
was after in a small flank guard wltb me, and stood his
gt'Ound till we were ordered to retreat. In the second
attack, I know nothing of tbe prisone,r" or. where he ",:as.

The Court being cleared, are of OpinIOn,that the pl'lSoner
is guilty of" misbebaving before the enemy, and of present-
ing his mllsket at Colonel Reed," and of a bre,ach of tbe
twenty-seventh article of the rules and regulatJO~s for the
government of the Contmenta! fOl'?CS,and tbe Court sen-
tence him to suffer death for said cnme.

COMFORTSAGE, President.

The Court adjourns to Saturday morning, 21st of Sep-
.

tember, at nine o'clock.

Proceedings of a Court-Martial on Ensign l\'lACUMBER,
SEPTMBER21, 1776.

The Court met according to adjournment, when the
JudO"e Advocate laid before the Court the proceedings of
yest~rday, respecting Ensign M~Cllmb~r, with the order of
his Excellency the Commander-m-Chle,f (hereto ~nnex~d)
for a reconsideration of the sentence agamst the saId EnsIgn
ft'lacumber' which being read, the Court proceeded to a
reconsider;tion of the judgment in the case of the. aforesaid.
Present, all the members as yesterday, except Llcutenant-
Colonel Brearly and Captain Bond.

Captain RAMSAYbeing sworn, deposes. La~t Tuesday,
in the be<TinninO"of the afternoon, I was crossmg Harlem
Plains' I s~\Va ;umber of men loaded with plunder. I went
lip to {hem and told them they had been .acting exceeding
wrono' and would have to answer for their conduct; they
said they had acted in obedience of their officers' orders.
Presently Ensign Macumber came up, and I renewed the
conversation with him' he told me he had gone Ollt by
orders of his officer, a~d that he had a right to take any
thinO" outside of our lines. EnsilYn ft'lacumber had at this
time'"a knapsack full on his should~r, Ollt.of whic? stu~k two
waxen toys, whicb I took hold of, and Jested wIth hun on
his having sllch a pretty sort of plunder; he made me no
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reply, but ordered them to proceed with what things they
had; they had a large chair full, consisting of poultry and
some house furniture; some were loaded with kettles and
kitchen furniture. Just upon this, Major Box came up, and
spoke to the foremost of the party, who told him they had
got the plunder at Harlem; on which the Major, with a
pistol in his hand, ordered the man tolay it down; the man
hesitated and looked round on his party; upon this, Major
Box ordered the whole party to lay down their plunder, or
he would shoot the first man that refused; immediately on
this, Ensign Macumber called out to his men, "my la.is,
stand to your arms and form," and said to Major Box,
"we'll see who has the strongest party," or words to this
effect; the men instantly formed; on this, Major Box asked
the Ensign if he knew him; the Ensign replied, yes, that he
knew him to be Major Box. The Major replied that he
was so, and that he came with express orders from his
Excellency to act as he did, and to prevent plundering;
the Ensign told him that he had acted by orders of a supe-
riour officer. Major Box said, I must put rou under an
arrest, and ordered a man to take his arms. J}lacumbersaid
he would not be disarmed, hut would go with them and his
plunder to his General, who might act with them as he
pleased, and that he would spill his blood before he would
give them up there. At this time his men were exceeding
mutinous; several of them cocked their pieces and brought
them nearly to a present at Major Box. The Major asked
for the Ensign's name, and went off. The men were ex-
ceeding abusive to the Major, and Ensign Macumber ordered
them to be quiet. I have no doubt but if any attempt had
been made to disarm the prisoner, his pat'ty would have
fired; and I was so apprehensive of this, that I stood on my
guard.

Ensign Macumber offers no evidence.
The Court after a thorough reconsideration of the evi.

dence for and against the prisoner, and after the maturest
consideration of the further evidence which has been pro-
duced, are of opinion, that the prisoner is guilty of plunder-
ing and of mutiny, and the Court annul the sentence of
yesterdaY, and are of opinion that the prisoner be cashiered
for said offence; and he is accordingly cashiered.

COM~'OR'rSAGE, President.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head.Q.uaners, Harlem Heights, September 23, 1776.
(Parole, Stamford.) (Countersign, Norwalk.)

Ebenezer Leffingwell, being convicted of offering vio-
lence to his superiour officer, of cowardice, and misbehaviour
before the enemy, was ordered to suffer death this day.
The General, from his former good character, and upon the
intercession of the Adjutant-General, against whom he pre-
sented his firelock, is pleased to pardon him; but declares
that the next offender shall sufler death, without mercy.

Sergeant-Major Hutton is appointed Adjutant to Colonel
,J}]ead's Regiment, Colonel Silliman's Brigade.

Mr. Charles Knowles is appointed Paymaster to Colonel
Knox's Regiment of Artillery.

ColonerD(juglass'.~ Brigade-Major being ordered in arrest
for" neglect of duty, in not giving the parole and counter-
sign to the guards," Colonel Douglass is to appoint another
to do the duty. .

Colonels and Commanding Officers of Regiments have
neglected to make reports of the examination of their regi-
ments after plunder. They are now reminded of it, and
will be men~ionedin orders if they neglect it.

A report IS to be made at Head-Quarters, as sOOnas
possi?le, of the several officers u~der arrest, that they may
be t\'led; Colonels and CommandIng Officers of Regiments
to attend to it.

Head.q,'larters, Harlem Heights, Septem"er 24, 1776.
(Parole, Bristol.) (C,>untersign, Salem.)

The Quartermaster-General and the Chief EnlTineer are
to mark the grounds, to-morrow, on which the bar~acks and
huts are to be built this side King's Bridge. Tbey are to
c3;1l up~n the Ge~eral? previous to their setting out upon
this bUSIness, for dIrectIOns. When the ground is marked
out, the Quartermaster-General is to cause the materials for
building to be laid thereon as quick as possible.

The General is informed, that in consequence of his

recommendation of the 20th instant, many regiments have
turned out very cheerfully to work, when others have sent
few or no men on fatigue. The first he thanks for their
conduct, whilst the others are to be informed that their con-
duct will be marked. The General would have them
recollect that it is for their own safety and self-defence these
works are constructing, and the sooner tbeyare finished, the
sooner tbey will be able to erect warm and comfortable bar-
racks or huts for themselves to lodge in.

The Militia which came to the assistance of this Army,
under the command of General Wolcott, are to hold them-
selves in readiness to return home. Before they go, they
are to return into the publick stores every thing tbey drew
from thence, such as ammunition, camp-kettles, &c.

Joseph Jackson appointed Paymaster to Colonel Hutch.
inson's Regiment.

.

Major Henly, Aid-de-Camp to General Heath, whose
activity and attention to duty, courage, and every other
quality which can distinguish a brave and gallant soldier,
and must endear him to every lover of his country, havinO'
fallen in a late skirmish on Montresor's Island, while bravely
leading a party on, his remains will be interred this after-
noon, at five o'clock, from the. quarters of Major David
Henly, acting Adjutant-General, below the hill where the
redoubt is thrown up on the road.

The General thanks the Colonels and Commanding
Officers of Regiments, for their care in examining the tents
and knapsacks of the soldiers, after plunder. He directs
that what has been found be sent to the house on the road
side, below Head.Quarters; and that Regimental Courts
Martial immediately sit, to try everyone who cannot prove
that he came honestly by what is found in his possession.
The offenders to be punished as soon as the sentence is
approved by the Colonel or Commanding Officer. As a
little wholesome severity now may put a stop to such ruin-
ous practices in future, the General hopes a very strict
inquiry will be made, and no favour shown. The General
does not admit of any pretence for plundering. Whether
it is Tory property taken beyond the lines or not, it is
eqnally a breach of orders, and to be punished in the officer
who gives orders, or the soldier who goes without. Such
Colonels or Commanding Officers of Regiments as have not
reported, wiJl be mentioned by name in to-morrow's orders,
if reports are not made before..

A working party, of one thousand men, properly officered,
to parade to-morrow, opposite Head-Quarters, at seven
o'clock. The parade will be attended by some General
Officers, who will put in arrest any officer found delinquent
in bringing his men in time.

A Field Officer of the Regiment posted at ~Iount Wash-
ington is to visit the guards there carefully, the distance
from the lines not admitting the General Officer of the day
to go up.

BENJAMIN DEPliY TO N£W-YORJi; CONVEN'rION.

Mamacoting Precinct, Westchester County, New-York, l
September24, 1776. 5

Whereas Captain. Tyler, from Cosechton, arrived here as
an express, the 2Qd instant, at night, with an account that
all the neighbourhood there and farther up the Delaware,
were greatly alarmed, so that several of the inhabitants up
that way intended to move down into the more populous
settlements. The occasion of said alarm was a letter sent
by one Mr. Johnson, from Tunadilla, down the Delaware,
an extract of which Captain Tyler brought here, which we
send per bearer, Thomas Kyte, to lay bef~re your Honours.

We, concluding that the Coseehton people were in great
confusion and terrour, persuaded Captain Tyler for to return
and pacify the people, which he consented to do, upon our
sending this express to your Honours; and he will send
another express here this week, to receive your Honours'
answer and directions how to behave in this affair, hoping
you are hetter acquainted with the cause of this alarm than
eitber they or we are. As for other particulars, the bearer
can inform you, who is a person you may rely on and con-
fide in, as faithful and zealous in the cause.

From your Honours' friends and humble servants.
Per order of the Committee:

BENJAMIN DEPUY, Chairman.
To the Hon. Congress held for the St,ate of New- York.

P. S. If there should happen to be an attack made op
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our frontier by disaffected persons or Indians, we are in a
poor state of defence at present, our companies being so
weakened by the different drafts out of them, but especi-
ally by the volunteers that entered into the service under
Captain De 1f1itt, who are at present under no command,
not being mustered.

JOHN SLOSS HOBART TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Camp Ilt King's Bridge, September 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: In pursuance of YOUl'orders I called at
the Fort in the Highlands, and found things in as good a
state as could be expected, considering the number of men
in garrison. I have mentioned to General Washington
your request that a reinforcement might be sent from hence;
his answer was, that from the state of the army it was im-
possible to be complied with. I saw him yesterday eve-
ning, but as he was much indisposed, and crowded with
business, I avoided pressing him upon the subject. I have
not waited on him to-day, as I suppose him engaged
with a Committee of Congress, who arrived as I left Head-
Quarters last evening, but intend to urge, if I should see
him as I propose to-morrow, that at least Colonel Living-
ston with his detachment may be sent there.

When I showed him lour resolve respecting the ex-
change of General Woodhull, he asked me who we had to
propose. I mentioned Mr. Matthews, as the only person
they would probably think of as an equivalent. He doubted
the propriety of such an offer; as Mr. Matthews was not in
the military line, he could not, perhaps, be accepted; and
besides, the exchanging a person charged with treasonable
practices against the United States, for a gentleman taken
in arms, might probably be thought not altogether so proper
by some people. These were doubts which, I confess, it
was not in my power to ob\"iate ; however, I shall introduce
the subject again to-morrow, and endeavour to have the
General's sentiments explicitly upon it. He told me if I
would draw up any proposal he would send it over by the
first flag. I was in hopes he would have offered some one
of the persons he took up and sent to Connecticut; but as
he did not mention it, I thought such a proposal would
come with a very bad grace from me, as we had neglectep
to take the precaution of securing the Crown officers and
disaffected persons amongst liS. However, that I may
leave no stone unturned for the relief of our worthy Presi-
dent, I shall consult Mr. Lewis, who is one of the Commit-
tee of Congress, and, if possible, draw from the General an
offer of one of those men. Should I fail of success, shall
set out with a heavy heart for Fairfield, in order to comply
with your directions about Ketchum, who, I am informed by
Captain Rogers, is there in gaol.

While I am writing, General Clinton has picked up a
letter from Mr. Duel', requesting to know the particulars of
the conflagration of lVew- York, and what measures are
taking to exchange General Sullivan and Lord Stirling.
The city is burnt from the Bowling-Green, on the west side
of the Broadway, to the CoIJege, except the buildings of
Mr. J. Cortlandt and Mr. Rutherford's houses; and on
the east side to within two doors of the house lately occu-
pied by General ltlcDougall, and the west side of Broad
street from the Exchange to Vervlatenburgh street. Gen-
eral Howe disclaims any knowledge of the matter till the
city was in flames; and in ordet. to evince his sincerity, we
are told he threw several persons, suspected of being con-
cerned, into the fl!tmes; several others were hung up by the
heels, and afterwards had their throats cut. This, we sup-
pose, has been done in order to take the odium of such a
crime from the army. The most rational conjecture we
can make for the cause of the fire is, that the army, having
been promised the plunder of the town in case of conquest,
and finding from their late replilse that such an event is
rather too far distant for their impatience, have set fire to
the town in order to facilitate their views. As to the ex-
change, General Prescott is on his way to relieve General
Sullivan. The matter of Lord Stirling is not settled, as
General Howe excepts to his being exchanged for McDon-
ald, who, he says, only bears the rank of a Major in his
army. Our Canada prisoners are at the Hook, and are to
be sent on shore on their parole.

This wiIJ be handed you by Captain Rogers, who will
give a fuIJ account of his cruise and success, from which

.
you w~ll be able to judge of the expediency of retaining
or seIJmg the Montgomery. Should the latter be your
determination, beg I may have the refusal of her, as I will
take her with her cannon and stores at the appraisal of any
two indifferent persons. Shall be gbd to know how I shall
dispose of the three hundred and twenty pounds of publick
money I left at Fairfield.

A letter in answer, by Captain Rogers, will much oblige
your most obedient servant, J S H. . OBART.
To the Honourable the Convention of New- York.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown.Point, September 24, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I received yours of this morning, and
shaIJ carefully attend to your directions.

You wiIJ understand by Captain Duel' that there is a
probability of some Canadians and Indians, with some
Regulars, paying us a visit at this place. They look'
upon it as an easy acquisition for a few hours, and are con-
vinced they can destroy the small party here. I differ with
them in the fact. A thousand men, without artillery, can
do us no injury, or, at least, we shall be able to kill more
of them than they will of us. It is very practicable to cut
off the retreat of any party that may enter upon the pro-
ject. I shall give you timely notice to send a party to cut
off their retreat, should they make an attemptwith any thing
less than the main body.

The canistel' shot I1as not been sent, but I expect to re-
ceive it as soon as the canisters can be made. In the
present situation of the fleet, it is practicable for small craft
to pass it; but I am yet under no apprehension. .My men
are recovering within these few days very fast.

I am, honoured sir, your most humble servant,
THos. HARTLEY.

To General Gates.

COLONEL HENRY B. LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Saybrook, September 24, 1776.

SIR: Since my last I have made a little excursion upon
Long-Island, and brought off three thousand one hundred
and twenty-nine sheep, and four hundred head of horned
cattle, from Shemcock's Plains, about thirty miles f..om Sag-
Harbour. There hearing a Mr. Richard Miller and some
others were raising companies to aid and assist General
Hou'e, I despatched Captain Roe, with about thirty men
to seize their leade..s and hinder the people from collectin":
At the time of Captain Roe's arrival at Satucket, he fou;d
that Mr. Miller had inlisted about forty men, and was on
his way to head his company, when he fell in with Captain
Roe and his party, who lay in wait for him, in hopes to
make him their prisoner. He was hailed several times, and
ordered to stop; but attempting to make his escape, was
shot through the body. I have thought proper to be thus.
particular with regard to this transaction, lest it should be
misrepresented, as the young gentleman has many friends.
He is said to have been recommended to the notice of Lord
Howe by Judge Ludlow.

Oliver De Lancey is a Brigadier-General under Lord
Howe, as your :J<;xcellency may see by the enclosed copies
of orders sent to Colonel Phineas Fanning. I was per-
mitted .a sight of the originals, on condition they should
be again returned. A reward of five hundred pounds is
offered for my head by General Dc Lancey, I am told. I
am in great hopes of being even with him soon, if your
ExceJlency pleases to continue me on this station. If it
was possible for me to obtain a few more men, I believe it
would be in my power to make their quarters very warm
for them at Jamaica, as I am informed most of their army
have crossed the East River. However, should this not be
a fact, it is certain that Lord Howe has ordered all grain,
hay, &c., to be val ued and reserved for the use of the
Britis'~ army; the defending or destroying this would be
advantageous, I should imagine. The New-England peo-
ple are very backward in supplying ,'essels to carry off
stock, otherwise I should have removed treble the quantity.
Most of those J have, have been pressed for that purpo,e,
and I have given (hem certificates on the Convention of
New- York in payment for the time they \vere employed.
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Any directions your Excellency will be pleased to honour me
with shall be strictly complied with.

I remain your Excellency's most obedient, humble ser-
vant, HENRYB. LIVINGSTON.
To His Excellency General Washington.

Jamaica, September 1, 1776.

SIR: I am ordered by his Excellency the Honourable
William Howe, Esq., General and Commander-in-Chief of
all his Majesty's forces in North America, from Nova-
Scotia to the Floridas, on the application of the County of
Suffolk, by Nathaniel Woodhull and Samucl Phillips, who
have signified to him that the inhabitants of said County are
desirous to lay down their arms and again become legal and
obedient subjects, that for the peace, and ease, and security
of the inhabitants, he is willing to accept of their submis-
sion, and promise them protection on the King's Colonels
or other inferiours of Militia, respectively making and caus-
ing the men through the country to lay down their arms,
t<\ke the oath of allegiance, and sign the said roll of sub-
mission, disclaiming and rejecting the orders of Congress
and Committees, and totally refusing obedience to them,
and to obey the legal authority of Government, and in all
places of worship in future to pray for the King and Royal
family, as was usual before the present unprovoked rebel-
lion. OLIVER DE LANCEY,

Major-General of jUilitia in the
Southern District of the Colony of New- York.

To Colonel Conkling.
A true copy: HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

Huntington, September 2, 1776.

SIR: You are hereby ordered and directed to gi\re orders
to all the King's Captains, or next Commanding officers of
the Militia in the Third Battalion in Suffolk County, to call
their several companies together, at the usual places, imme-
diately, and to order all them that have taken up arms
against the King to lay down their arms, and to take the
oath of allegiance to the King, and to sign a roll of submis-
sion, disclaiming and rejecting the orders of Congress or
Committees, and to obey the legal authority of Govern-
ment.

I hereby enclose a true copy of the writing sent me from
General Howe.. This by order of General Howe, by di-
rection of 0 D LLIVER E ANCEY.

To Colonel Phineas Fanning, or the next Commanding
Officer.

A true copy from the original:
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

Jamaica, Queen's County, September 5, 1776.

His Excellency the Honourable William Howe, General
and Commander-in-Chief of all his Majesty's forces within
the Colonies lying on the Atlantl~ck Ocean from Nova-Scotia
to West-Florida inclusive, &c., &c., &c., having authorized
me to raise a brigade of Provincials, solely for the defence
of this island, and to reestablish order and government
within the same, to apprehend or drive all concealed Rebels
from among his Majesty's well affected subjects, and other
purposes:

I do hereby for the encouragement of the inJisting men in
the County of Suffolk, give notice, that upon any persons
of good recommended character raising a company of
twenty men, they shall ha\'e commissions for one Captain,
one Lieutenant, and one Ensign, and shall be paid and sub-
sisted as the officers and soldiers are in the British pay;
and it is hoped that the inhabitants of the County will cheer-
fully raise the men wanted for this service, as it will prevent
the disagreeable business of detaching them, which I shall
be under the necessity of doing, jf the companies cannot be
raised without it.

Given under my hand the date above.
OI,IVER DE LANCEY, Brigadier-General.

A tme copy: HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

Jamaica, September 11, 1776.

I am ordered by his Excellency General Howe to write
to you, and order all the fat cattle and sheep in Suffolk

County to be immediately drove down to Jamaica, where
proper persons will be appointed to ascertain the weight of
them, give certificates of the value of them, that the owners
may be paid for them, keeping a distinct account of those
cattle, &c., that belong to people who are in actual rebel.
lion, whose cattle must be forced down for the refreshment
of the King's troops. This order must be speedily obeyed,
as the County will otherwise feel the resentment of the
King's troops.

Given under my hand the above date. Reserving only
as many cattle as is necessary for their own subsistence.

OLIVER DE LANCEY, Brigadier-General.

To Colonel Phineas Fanning, at Southold.

...
DANIEL ROE TO EBENEZER WATSON.

Saybrook, September 24, 1776:

MR. WATSON: Enclosed I send you an account of our
proceedings at Brook Haven, on Long-Island, which you
will please to insert in your next, and oblige many of YQur
readers, as well as YOUI'humble servant,

D RANIEL OE.

Last Friday, a party from Lieutenant-Colonel C. Liv-
ingston'sdetachmentwas put under the commandof Cap-
tain Daniel Roe, to go fromSaybrook to Brook lIaven, on
Long-Island, for the purpose-of bringingoff said Captain
Roe's family and a numuerof others. On Saturday night,
at twelve o'clock, Captain Roe left the sloop at Brook
Haven, taking fourteen men with him to assist in bringing
down tbe family, (leaving on board fourteen men to guard
the vessel, under tbe command of Lieutenant George Smith.)
He proceeded to his house, pressing teams as he went, to
bring down the goods, not being able to procure them by any
other means. At nine o'clock in the morning, just as he was
in readiness to return with his family and effects, he was
informed by one of his guards, that Mr. Richard ~Miller, of
Brook Haven, a young gentleman of family and fortune, but
a notorious enemy to his country, was passing his house;
upon whicb Captain Roe ordered his men to hail him, and
if he refused to stop, to fire upon him. He was accordingly
hailed three times, upon which he stopped, and five men,
with theit, pieces presented, told him they would instantly
kill him if he attempted to stir; he stood and viewed tbem
about half a minute, then discharged a pistol at them, and
rode off with the utmost expedition, upon which he was
ordered to stop several times; but he still refusing, five guns
were separately fired at him, from the last of which a ball
was shot through his body, upon which he dismounted, and
was carried into Captain Roe's house, where he was left
in the care of a number of the inhabitants. Captain Roe.
being informed that one Jacob Smith, who was in conjunc":
tion with ]tliller, and not far dis.tant when he was taken,
had collected a party, and were endeavouring to surround
and take him and his men prisoners, he thought it prudent
to retreat on board bis vessel, where he had but just time to
arrive with his wife and family, being obliged to leave the
whole of his effects behind him.

Tbe above named Richard Miller and Jacob Smith had
received commissions under the King of Great Britain, and

had been raising men for the Ministerial service, and pressing
horses and wagons, together with persons to drive tbem, to
assist General Howe in removing his baggage. They had
likewise taken fat cattle from the inhabitants, and obli<Ted
them to drive them to the Ministerial army.

0

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Watertown, September 24,1776.

SIR: The Board have received your favour of the 19th
instant, and we are much obliged to your Excellency for the
particular account you have favoured us with, re]ative to
the attack and retreat of tbe Continental troops f.'om Long-
Island, as also of their evacuating the city of New- YO/ie.

'Ve are glad to hear the retreat was effected with the
loss of but three or four men. We should have been \\ell
pleased to bave heard, that in the late action on the 15tb
instant, the troops had made a bold and resolute stand
against the enemy, instead of being informed that some of
them deserted tbeir posts in so shailieful and disgraceful
mannet., as you represented, notwithstanding the exertions
of their Generals and the attempts yOU); Excellency made
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to rally them. At the time we informed you that this State
had resolved to dr8ft one-fifth part of their Militia, to rein-'
force the army at New- York, there had been no appoint-
ment of a General Officer to command these troops. We
have now to inform you that since our last, tbe Hon. Ben-

jamin Lincoln, Esq., Major-General of tbe Militia of tbis
State, has been appointed to this command, wbo will soon
be able to give you the necessary information with respect
to the officers who are to command the respective regi-
ments of which tbis reinforcement will consist.
To His Excellency George Washington, Esq.

JOHN TORREY TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Plimouth, September 24,1776.

SIR: Tbe Committee of CorrespQndence, &c., of this
town beg leave to represent to tbe honourable Council, that
there are two persons, viz: Benjamin Marston, Esq., of
Marblehead, and one Gideon White, of this town, taken
and brought in here, who are refugees to the town of Bos-
ton, and from thence to Nova-Scotia. The character and
conduct of these men have been so well known to us, and
the danger of their going at large so apparent, that we con-
ceived it our duty to confine them. We have accordingly
ordered them to the gaol in this town, 'till your Honours'
pleasure can be known. We would further inform you,
tbat we conceive the gaol here is not a proper place to
confine them in. They have many connexions here, espe-
cially the last of them, of the same character of themselves,
by whose assistance they may make an escape, and get off
with some vessel, to the injury of this town and the common
cause. We would therefore beg leave to suggest to your
Honours the propriety of sending them to some gaol in the
internal parts of this State.

We wait your further directions, and are with the greatest
respect, your most obedient, humble servants, the Committee
of Correspondence and Safety for the town of Plimouth.

Per order, JOHN TORREY, ChaiTma'f!..

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Council Chamber, Watertown, September 24,1776.

SIR: Upon the receipt of your Honour's favour of the
9th instant, the General Court of this State appointed a
committee to purchase sixty whale-boats, and a suitable
number of oars for them, and have ordered the battalion of
Militia destined for the State of Rhode-Island, to proceed
with the boats to their place of destination, with all pos-
sible despatch, and deliver the boats to Governour Cooke.
The mode of removing them from thence to Connectu;ut,
will be settled between your Honour and him. We hope
tbat they will arrive safe~and that the valuable and im-
portant purposes for whICh they are designed be fully
answered, our enemies disappointed, our friends relieved
and supported. General Lincoln, who is appointed to
command the Militia from this State, to reinforce the army
at New- York, will wait on your Honour, from whom you
will learn what further steps have been taken.
To Governour Trumbull.

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT
OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 5, 1776,]
State of New-HampBhire, in Committee of Safety, l

At Exeter, September 24,1776. 5
SIR: The resolve of Congress, accompanied by your

letter, requesting aid to be sent to the army under Gene-
ral Washington, at New- York, came to Exeter, the 14th
instant. The. General Court then sitting, immediately
resolved to raIse one thousand men for that purpose, and
issued orders accordingly. By returns, and information
/i'om the different parts of the State, we find the whole num-
ber hath voluntarily inl~sted, are' now just beginning their
march, and we expect m two or three days from this time
all of tbem will be on the road. They are formed into two
regiments of equal numbers.

I am your most obedient, humble servant,
NATHANIEL FOLSOM, Chairman pm tem.

To Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL

WASHINGTON.

State of New-HampBhire, in Committee of Safety, l
~

Exeter, September 24, 1776. 5
SIR: In pursuance of a requisition from the honourable

Continental Congress, received the 14th instant, this State
hath raised one thousand men, who are just beginning
their march for New- YOTk. They are formed into two
regiments, of fi\'e hundred men each, under Colonel ThQmas
Task and Colonel Nahum Baldwin, who are ordered to
march their regiments forward with al~ possible sp~eed, and
put themselves under your direction at New- YOTk, and con-
tinue so until the first of December next.

That your ExceJlency and the troops under your com-
mand, may be guided by unerring wisdom, save your
country, and defeat the cruel purposes of ollr inveterate
enemies, none more fervently wishes, than your most obe-
dient, humble servant,

NATHANIEL FOLSOM, Chairman prQ tem.

To His Excellency General Washington.

NEW-HlI.MPsHfRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAl. WARD.
State of New-HampBhire, in Committee of Safety, !

Exeter, September 24, 1776. 5
SIR: One thousand men, raised by this State to recruit

the a;my un~er. General Washington, at New- York, are
now Just begmnmg to march, and, we expect, will all be
on the road in two or three days.

As no direction was sent us about ammunition in the
hurry of raising the men that matter was overlook~d until
now; and whether there is a necessity of any being carried
from hence, we are not enough acquainted with the state
of the magazines at New- York to determine. Therefore
we thought i! necessary to ~end the bearer express t~
Boston j and If you suppose It prudent for the men to be
supplie,d with any before they reach New- York, we request
you will send forward to RartfoTd, in Connecticut, where
our troops are t~ re..ndezvous,such a quantity of powder
and balls as you Judge necessary for one thousand men out
of the C~ntinental stock in y?ur care. We request' tbis
more partlcularJy as our stock ISsmall for our own internal
defence.

By order of the Committee. I am, &c.
To Hon. Major-General WaTd.

PETITION OF HERCULES MoONEY AND OTHERS.

To the l/.pnoumble the Committee of Safety fOT the State
of NEW-HAMPSHIRE, humbly shows:

The subscribers,officers in the battalion in the Conti-
nental service under the command of Colonel PieTce Lonrr
th~t, before the prom?tion .of Major Hodgdon, he, as Cap~
tam of a company In saId battalion, with his subaltern
officer::;, had inlisted sixty men for said service, forty of
whom h~ ve passed. mu~ter; that. as said company, by rea-
sonof satd promotIOn,IS now without a Captain, it would
be very agreeable to them, as well as to most of the officers
of the said battalion, if the command of the said company
should be conferred on Mr. Abraham Perkins the First
Lieutenant of said company, who is an able, ex~ert officer,
and one who has always been ready and willinO' to dis-
charge the duty of his station, and to whom we "'imagine
the said command naturally falls. Wherefore, we pra;
your Honours to appoint him Captain of the said com-
pan.y, as we c~nceive you -:viIIthereby give content to the
soJdlers belonglDg to the saId company, and contribute to
the increase of the harmony subsistinD' amonO' the officers
of said battalion. And, as in duty bo~nd,sh~h pray

I &c.
HERCULES MOONEY, TITUS SALTER,

CALEB HODGDON, SHACKFORD SEAWARD,

ELII'HALET DANIELS, W.LLIAM COOPER,

MENDON JARVIN, lVlESACH BELL,

EBENEZER DEARING, TOBIAS LAIGHTON,

THOMAS BOWLER, JOHN CALFE.

September 24, 1776.

COLON~L BAYLEY TO COLONEL HURD.

Newbury, September 24, 1776.

By Sergeant Daniel Booth, of Colonel Hitchcock's regi-



509 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 510

ment, and .Captain Tappan's company, taken at Quebeck,
in General ~Montgomery'sdefeat, and inlisted, ~Waylast, into
the Royal Emigrants, deserted from them from Point-aux-
Trembles twenty-three days since, we learn that Colonel
Maclean is gone to London; that there are thirteen regi-
ments in. Canada, about four hundred and fiftymen in each;
that they are stationed in different parts of Canada; that
Sir John Johnson has about one thousand lndians eighteen
miles above Montreal; that in Canada the rel!;imentsare as
follow, viz: the Ninth, Twentieth, Twenty-First, Twenty-
Fourth, Twenty-Ninth, Thirty-First, Thirty-Fourtb, Forty-
Seventh, Fifty-Third, and Seventy-Second, Royal Emi-
grants, Sir John Johnsl)n's five companies of the French,
one hundred and fifty Marines, and two regiments of
Hessians, one of Horse, the other Foot. Great prepara-
tions for crossinl1the Lake; and two vessels of force, &c.

I should hav~ wrote more particular, but am now setting
out for New- York.

Am, sir, your humble servant,
To John Hurd, Esq., Exeter.

JACOB BAYLEY.

M. CHAMPIGNY TO THE CONGRESS.

Nantz, September 25, 1776.

GENTI.EMEN:The desire 1 have always had of being
serviceable to you has induced me to seek for every means
of beinl1so. I imagined 1 would not succeed better than
by eng:ging workmen capable of ,s~pply:ing your troops in
America with arms and ammUnItion; In consequence of
which I have considered of ways to collect a number of
artific~rs,sufficient to establish a manufactory of arms, in
which may be made two thousand guns a month. This, I
think, may easily be effected. I have also looked out, for a
man to cast brass cannon, and have found one well skilled;
but he demands a handsome establishment. 1 have also
found a person to cast iron cannon, a refiner of saltpetre, a
director of powder mills. All these workmen amount to
the number of five hundred. ~f their service is agreeable
to you, you can send vessels here, to take them in; and, in
the mean while, provide, on the side of some small rivers,
where the works ,are to be estahlished, wood, stone, an,d
bricks necessary for building the houses and furnaces. You
must ~]so provide good ~opper, tin, and Geiman steel, if
possible. I believe I ought to inform that every man will
cost you, one with another, a t.housandFrench crowns. But
each will be provided with a fusil and a brace of pistols.

If you have occasion for any other workmen, you have
only to inform me, alld you may rest assured I will use my
utmost endeavours to procure them.

I have, for this twelve months past, laboured to gain an
acquaintance with tbese men, and to establish the general
proportions for cannon, mortars, and howitzers.

I oUl1htalso to inform you that if you want to send for
powde~ I can procure it for you fmm tbe King's magazines
at Raison, at the rate of twenty sols a pound.

If you have any orders for me, you will send them
addressed to M. Paul, tenant le Cafe des Quatre Nations
a Nantz, (keeper of the Coffee House of Four Nations at
Nantz,) where all the Captains call who c'ome from New-
El/gland. He will forward them to me, alld I will execute
them with all possible zeal.

I expect, gentlemen, the favour of an answer, that I may
not keep the workmen in suspense; and am, gentlemen,
with all possible zeal and attachment for you, gentlemen,
and New-England, your most humble and faithful servant,

GOUESLARDDE CHAMPIGNY,

Formerly an Officer of the Infantry; at
present, of the Order of ST. LAZARRE.

MARYLAND COUNCIL of SAFETY TO CAPTAIN NICHOLSON.

[No, 189] Annapolis, September 25,1776,

SIR: We wish to avoid being thought troublesome, but,
conceiving it to be indispensably our duty to have all ac-
counts with this+Board adjusted as speedily as possible, are
oblil1ed again to repeat our request that you will immedi-
ately render us a complete account of all pecuniary matters
which you have had the transaction of, relative to the ship
Defence, since you took the command of her. The soonel'
this matter is brought to a conclusion the better, as our
Convention, as well as thjs Board, are anxious to have those

accounts .adjusted, and your attention to the frigate may
render it more inconvenient to you some time hence.

Weare, &c.

To Captain James Nicholson.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TOME!;>SRS.WILJ.JNG A?'II>
MORRIS.

[No. 192.] Annapolis, September 25,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Eight battalions are to be raised in Mary-
land by order .of Congress. Small-arms will be much wanted;

permit us, therefore, to remind you of your engagement with
our State for the sllpplying,..of arms and gunpowder. We
hope that it is, or soon will be, in your power to complete
your contract. We are, &c.
To Messrs. Willing and Morris ~ Co.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF S.AFETY TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE
OF CONGRESS.

[No. 193.] Annapolis, September 25,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of the 13th we only received
the 23d instant; the delay was occasioned by the letter's
being delivered t6 a member of our Board who resides on
the Eastern Shore, which, through hurry of business for
some time, escaped his memory.

We have ordered our Commissary of Stores at Baltimore
Town to deliver one ton of powder to Messrs. Lux, Pur.
viance, and Stewart, for proving the cannon intended for

the frigate; and the further quantity tbat you desire for the
use of her shall be supplied when she is ready, should it
not, in tbe mean time, be convenient for you to send it fmm
Philadelphia. It is true tbat we have a considerable quan-
tity of powder at Baltimore Town; but as we have and are
equipping sixteen armed vessels of one sort or other, we shall
in all probability have ase for aU the powder we have by us,
and indeed more.

Upon all occasions, we have furnished the bonourable

Congress, and our neighbours, with whatever has been re-
quested of us; and we wish the same measure had been
dealt out to us; if it had, we should not have been denied
fourteen pieces of canvass, which we were in the greatest
want of, to complete the sails for some armed vessels that
we were fitting out; and for want of it, we ha \"e been
obliged to suhstitute oznahurgs. Had we christened our
own child first, we could not have let Congress and our
friends of Virginia have had two hundred and forty pieces
sail-duck, nor yet the cannon, muskets, &c., that we sup-
pJied for the Hornet and Wasp.

You will be pleased to excuse our reminding your Board
of these things; for we are exceedingly burt by its refusing
us so trifling a quantity of canvass, at a time when we were
informed tbat not less than two thousand bolts were imported
to Philadelphia by"Congress in one vessel.

Weare, &c.
To the honourable Secret Committee of Congress.

Baltimore, September 25, J 776.

One of tbe' prize ships, taken by the Harlequin, Captain
Woolsey, of this port, is arrived at Chinquetague, and most
of bel' cargo safely landed. -

On ltIonday night, the 23d instant, arrived bere from
Philadelphia, on her way to Virginia, the lady of his Ex-
cellency General Washington, accompanied by Thomas
Nelson, Jun., Esquire. (a Delegate from Virginia,) ann his
lady, John Custis, George Washington Lewis, Nathaniel
Nelson, and Robert Gates, Esquires, of Virginia; and this
morning they proceeded forAltxandria.

ClESAR RODNEY TO THOMAS RODNEY.

Philadelphia, September 25, 1776.

SIR: That tbe New-England men placed to defend the
landing-place, behaved in a most dastardly, cowardly,
scanoaJous manner, is most certain; but that courage is not
always to be found tbe same, even in the same person, is
equally true, and verified in the very same men; for some
of them the day following were in the other engagement,
and bebaved with great bravery, as did the whole body
engaged. You have some acc'ount of the skirmish in the
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papers; therefore I shall refer you to them and a letter I
wrote by Wilds and Bickley. I saw Carson, but not till
this morning, when he told me that some person by the
name of Jones, from llIijJlin's Cross-Roads, had set out
from below since he did, and having got here before him,
with subscription papers signed by some people below,
went to the several printing offices before he did and en-
gaged the packets to carl')' down as a post in the place of
Parke. After I saw Bradford the last, and telling him
what accounts I had from below, and what Carson himself
had said, they said they would let Carson have the papers
for the gentlemen of Dover and elsewhere, except those
who subscribed to the other. I suppose the subscribers
will settle the matter between them when they go down. I
doubt whether you will get any powder and shot. The
schooner is not arrived as I know of; and you have made
no mention of the sloop, but sent the schooner befoFeyou
heard what my opinion was about selling her. I wrote you
concerning them both by the Bickley. My pen is con-
founded bad, and I am too blind to mend it, and Captain
Papley, who mends and makes them for me, is gone out;
therefore must bid you farewelL C RlESAR ODNEY.

To Thomas Rodney, Esquire.

P. S. The Convention is dissolved; made a plan of Gov-
ernment it seems, and ordered an election at a short day.
Quere: Do their late opponents intend calmly to submit,
or try again to rally? I am sorry for Mr. Kilion's illness.

JONATHAN SMITH TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

September 25, 1776

HONOUREDSIR: I was honoured by the Congress with
a commission of Deputy Mustermaster-General for the
Flying-Camp and Militia; and being happy of every op-
portunity of rendering any service to the United States, I
have been engaged in the trust reposed in me. I am fully
impressed with a grateful sense of the honour of being
called to bear a part in so great a cause, and under so
respectable a guidance; yet, although my chief ambition
is to be found in the line of duty to my country, reasons of
publick as well as of private consideration have reduced me
to the necessity, at this time, of asking permission from the
honourable Congress to resign the said commission.

With the greatest respect, I have the honour to be, hon-
ouredsir, your most obedient, humble servant,

JONATHAN S~IITH.

To the Hon. John Hancock.

COLONEL SHEE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Claremont, September 25, 1776.

SIR: The love I ever bore my country, induced me,
contrary to the wishes of my nearest connexions, to accept
the honour done me by Congress in appointing me to a
regiment. Time and my unwearied endeavours, I flattered
myself, would have taken off from the poignancy of those
feelings which but too sensibly affected my family, and left
me at liberty to pursue a line dictated by duty. With this
expectation I quitted my home, and have long combatted
~he most powerful solicitations, nor would I, till convinced
that the entire ruin of those dearer to me than life, depended
on my further perseverance, be induced to take the present
resolution of resigning that commission with which I was
entrusted, and which I now reluctantly enclose you. Let
me request you will put the most favourable construction on
this conduct, think me, as my uniform conduct has shown,
one of the warmest friends of my country, nor blame too
rigidly that want of fortitude which the fondest attachment
to my family has obliged on this occasion to discover.

[ am, with the greatest respect, sir, your obedient, humble
servant,

JONATHANSHEE.
To the Hon. John Hancock.

COMMISSIONERS FOR INDIAN AFFAIRS TO COMMITTEE OF

CONGRESS.

Pittsburgh, September 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We did ourselves the honour of writing to
you on the 31st uJtimo by express, since that time we have

taken some measures, which it is incumbent on us to
account for and explain to you the grounds on which we
acted.

We received advice that a body of Chippawas and QUa-
wa.~, fifteen hundred in number, intended to rendezvous
shortly at Tuscarowas, and that a smaller party of Puta-
watomaws had set off in order to attack the settlements in
this neighbourhood.

The Mingo, Wiandot, and Cockanawaga warriors, as-
sembled at the Kispapoo town, we knew were unfriendly to
us. The chiefest part of them consist of a banditti formed
out of the Six Nations, headed by one Pluggy, an inveterate
enemy of America. Though frequently sent for by the
Chiefs of that confederacy, to return to their several nations,
they ha ve long refused obedience to their orders, or to
hearken to their advice. We had heard that these Mingoes
had already taken some prisoners on the Kentuckie, and the
latest intelligence we have received from MI'. Anderson,
whom w.e sent down to reside at Coochocking, in the Dela-
ware country, confirms us in our opinions of the intentions
of these outlaws. The White Mingo and Keyashuta, two
of the Seneca Chiefs, repeatedly represented to us in private
council, that the hearts of the Chippewas were black and
ill affected towards us; and that foul' of them, who had
just arrived, were come as spies, and with a design of
doing mischief, they themselves afraid some danger from
the Chippaw.as' visit. Urged by these considerations, we
thought no time was to be lost. The importance of this
place demanded our immediate attention. We wrote,
therefore, to the Colonels Carnahan and Proctor, of west-
moreland County, to order detachments of one hundred dig..
creet good rnarks~en, and equipped chiefly with rifle, out of
each of the battahons, to march here as soon as possible.
We also reque;.;ted three hundred men of the Mi]itia of West-
Augusta, by our letter to Dorsey Penticost, Esq., Lieutenant
of that County.

We use.d at the same time every precaution in our power
not to affnght the country by our procedure, and intimated
to the committees and commanding officers of the Counties
of Westmoreland and West-Augusta, that the intelligence
should be c?mmunicated to the inhabita?ts, in the most pru-
dent and dIscreet manner, that they mIght be put on their
guard, but n0t too much alarmed. We likewise took care
to insinuate to the Indians amongst us, that our younD' men
too had been ordered here with no ill designs, but Oij a;count
of some news we had received of the intention of some
foolish people of their tribes, and of the avowed purposes of
the commanders of Niagara and D~troit. In pursuance
of the plan we had adopted, we appoi~ted a proper Com-
missary to purchase 'provision through the country. Flour
was both then, and IS now, very scarce here, owing to the
great wetness of the season; our Commissary would naturally
serve t?~.purposes of deliverin~ out the rations regularly to
the. Mlh~Ia, and at t~e same tIme prevent any impositions
whleh might bepractlsed on us by the Indians. We also
recommended to Colonel Mackay to lay in provisions at
the Kittaning, for his battalions for three months on the
most frugal terms.

In execution of the powers vested in us by the late resol ve
of Congress, on the 2d, ad, and 4th instant we held coun-
cils with the few Chippawas who had arrived,' and saDIe of the
Senecas. The former, we at lenD'th had reason to believe
did not come as spies, but with a "friendly intention toward~
us. The chief object of their visit seemed to arise from a
desire of coming to an explanation with the Senecas con-
eerning some murders committed by them on the Chippawa
nation. We were told by the Interpreter that they had
brought the bloody belt to the Senecas, but it was not
thought proper by them to deliver it. In the course of our
conferences, we observed a good deal of difference and alter-
cation between the two nations; but were obliged to cheek
the flame for the present. This conduct, in some measure
accounted for the sentiments of the Seneca Chiefs' and thei;
own dissensions relieved us from any D'reat fears ~n account
of t?e Chipp~was. The party at tl~e Kispapoo town not
havmg commItted any fresh outrages, added to our satisfac-
tion; and Onondageone, of the head Seneca warriours
offering himself to go down and use his influence with
Pluggy and his banditti, in order to recall them from our
settlements, made us still more easy. lVe rewarded him
properly, and he set off seemingly desirous to accomplish 'a
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peace. The white ~Iingo likewise proffered his service to
us to "'0 to the W'iandot towns, and give us intelligence of
the o;eratio'1s of our enemies. The four Chippawas in a
few days became anxious to return home to quiet the minds
of their friends, who, it was said, were very uneasy; but we
prevailed on them to stay, and T¥ass?ung, the king of th~t
nation, coming here shortly after, with three more of his
people, they all agreed to continue amongst us until. the
treaty was over. Influenced by these events, we determmed
on retaining only a small part of the Militia w~ had or?~red.
\Ve soon experienced the difficulty of procurmg pro\'lSlOnS,
unless at a most enormous price, and could readily antici-
pate the disputes and disorders which would probably take
place amongst the inhabitants and Indians, if a large number
of both \vere collected; add to this, it would naturally calm
the fears of the country, and prevent a general flight, if a
large number of the Militia were directed to return home by
the Commissioners. We thought it prudent, however, to
keep a few to prepossess the Indians with an idea that
we were not defenceless or un prepared in case of an at-
tack.

On the 8th instant, we were informed that the detach-
ments from Colonel Carnahan's battalion were rendezvous-
ing at the Bullock Pens, seven miles from hence. We
accordingly rode there the next day, and found near one
hundred and fifty volunteers collected. We thanked them
for their alacrity and despatch, and having eXplained to
them the principles on which we had ordered their rnarch,
We dismissed them all except forty. We likewise wrote to
Colonel Proctor, ordering back his detachments (of which
three hundred and fifty were on their march hither,) except
the like number of forty. The Militia of west-Augusta
having arrived here from all parts of the County, on the
14th instant, we expressed to them our sense of their spirited
conduct, and kept only one hundred of their number. The
garrison here now consists of two hundred men, including
the Augusta Militia, who are lodged in the Fort, and do
regular duty, and the Militia in this town, including the
inhabitants who have associated, amount to about one hun-
dred and forty men. It gives us singular satisfaction when
we reflect on the cheerfulness with which the Militia turned
out on our call. Their behaviour merits our warmest
encomiums; and we trust, should the savages be prevailed
on to take up the hatchet against us by our merciless
enemies, they will find a race of hardy, experienced woods-
men, whom it will be no easy task to overcome.

.
We have

not the least doubt but the wise counsels of the honourable
Congress will enable such men to exert themselves to the
utmost against a perfidious foe. In case an Indian war
breaks out, which is by no means improbable, tbe back
inhabitants, properly supported, would form an effectUal
barrier against the Indian depredations.

Thus, gentlemen, have we endeavoured to point out the
grounds on which we first formed our resolutions, and the
principles on wbich we deviated from them afterwards. If
we have in some degree pursued a path out of the line of our
duty, We humbly hope the circumstances of the country wiII
render our conduct not wholly unpardonable. Conscious of
the most fervent zeal for the true interests and honour of tbe
United States of America, we have sought only the security
of the frontiers against the horrours of Indian cruelty, and to
inspire that confidence into the minds of the inhabitants,
which is so essentially necessary for their safety and preser-
vation. We cheerfully submit the steps we have taken to
the candid opinion of your Committee and Congress.

We herewith transmit to you some intelligence given to us
by a Seneca Indian. It was imparted to us under the
strongest injunctions of privacy, and we thought proper to
engage to him, that upon the settlements being attacked he
should be recei ved amongst us and protected. We also
send you the information given to us by two spies whom
we sent to Guyahoga to discover the intentions of the
savages, and watch their motions.

Weare, gentlemen, with great truth and regard, your
very obedient and humble servants,

THOMAS WALKER,

JOHN HARVEY,

JOHN MONTGOMERY,

J. YEATS.
[NOTE. The papers said to be enclosed were not in the letter.]

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II.

REPORT OF WILLIAM WILSON TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOR

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Pittsburgh, September 26, 1776.

Some time in June last, 1776, I was sent by Mr. George
Morgan, agent for Indian affairs in the Middle Depart-
ment, to the Shawanees, to prevent their going to Detroit
to a treaty, until he arrived there and spoke to them. Upon
my reaching the towns, I found them ready to set off for
Detroit; but on my delivering Mr. jlJlorgan's message,
they aureed to stay until he came to their towns. Wben
Mr. iJ;lorgancame and spoke to them, they referred him to
the Wyandots to fix the time of holding the treaty, as they
had great influence over the western tribes. I continued
in the Shawanese town with Mr. jlJlorganwhilst he stayed.
Some time in July I left the towns in company with the
Cornstalk, the Hardman, and several others, in order to go
to the Wyandot towns with a message from Mr. ~Iorgan,
inviting them to a treaty to be held at Pittsburgh the last
of August; but Mr. jlJlorgan directed me to settle some
other time for holding the treaty, if I should fitld it was not
convenient for them to attend then.

We proceeded to a small Shawanese town, about ten
miles from the principal towns, the first day, and continued
there ten days, waiting for some of the chief warriours to
join us. I grew impatient, and prevailed on the Cornstalk
to set off with me. The Hardman and the others pro-
mised to follow the next day. The following morning, a
couple of runners were sent to us to inform us that the
Hardman had heard the Shade was at Pittsburgh, on his
way from Niagara, and that he would wait four days for
him to hear the news fi'omthe treaty held there. We then
proceeded to Pluggy's town. There were very few people
in the town, and we agreed to encamp there that night.
We were detained the next day by an Indian, who said he
had some news which he wanted to inform us of. It turned
out to be nothing more than that he had understood the
Shade was arrived at the Shawanese towns, and that we
might expect the Hardman, and others which we left
behind, to overtake us in a few days.

That evening we were alarmed by an Indian who came
in with the alarm halloo, Ii'om the Shawanese towns. The
Cornstalk went to him immediate1y, to hear the news. He
soon returned, and informed me that the white people over
the big river had fired on a party of Shawanees and Chero-
kees; that one of the party had got into the towns, who
said that one of the Shawanese was certainly killed, and he
did not know but more of them were, for there were a great
many guns fired at them. I told the Cornstalk that I
imagined the white people had sufficient reasons, or they
would not have fired on them. He said he was of the
same opinion; and on hearing the news, he told the Min-
goes it was they who had killedhis young men and not the
white people; that the mischief was done in consequence
of the prisoners they took from Kentucky.

Some time afterward, the Mingoes assembled together at
a house belonging to a French smith, and began to counseL
The Frenchman overheard them, and told me that they had
determined to take Joseph NichoulOnand myself prisoners
to Detroit the next day; that perhaps they might attempt
to amuse us by speaking in a friendly manner, but he ad-
vised us to pay no regard to them, but to make our escape
that night. Some time after night the lJ'Iingocs came to
where we were encamped, and said they wanted to speak
to us. They produced a string, and spoke to the following
effeet: they desired the Shawanees and Delawares not to
be displeased at their laying hold of their two white brothers
and detaining them for two days; that they had sent mes-
sengers to the Wyandot chiefs, and that within that time
they and all the nejghbouring chiefs were expected to
assemble there, and that all the speeches were to be told
over. I told them that as they desired me to continue with
them for two days I would do so, on which they went off
seemingly satisfied.

I advised with the Cornstalk and Delawares what was
the most prudent step for me to take, and what they thouuht
of the before-mentioned speech. The Cornstalk said they
only wanted to deceive me, and he and the Delawares
recommended to us to make our escape that nirrht, and
endeavour to get to Coochocking, a Delaware tow"'n. We
did so, after engaging a Delaware man to go to the Shaw-

33



lH5 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 516

anese towns to hear the news which the before-mentioned
person brought, and to discover the temper they were in.
I thought it expedient to continue at Coochocking until the
return of the messenger I had sent to the Shawanees. He
returned in four days, ami informed that the party of Shaw-
anees and Cherokees hefore mentioned had killed two men
and taken a woman prisoner, on the Kentll('ky; that the
white people pursued them, came up wilh them the next
day, and killed two of the Shawanees, and rescued the pri-
soner; that the Cherokees had sent a tomahawk-belt with
two scalps tied to it, to the Shawanees, informing them that
they had struck the while people, and it was his opinion
that the Shawanees would join, provided the other nations
did. He further said that the Hardman intended to pro-
ceed to the Wyandots with the messages from Mr. ]}lorgan,
and would meet me at Sandu$ky.

I thought it advisable to engage some of the Delaware
chiefs to go with me to the "fVyandot towns. I therefore
assembled the Delawares and desired they would appoint
som~ persons for that purpose. They pitched upon Cap-
tain Killbu£k and two young men, to acc.ompany me. After
I had made the necessary preparations for my journey,
King Newcrmer spoke to me and said, he thought it was
dangerous for me to pursue my intended journey, as it was
probable the Mingoes might waylay tbe road and kill me;
that he would send a message of his own to the TVyandots,
with Mr. Morgan's, and advised me to continue at Cooch-
ocking, and let Captain Killbuck proceed with the messages,
and to send Joseph Nicholson to Mr. ]}Iorgan to inform
what I had done. I took his advice. Killbuck returned in
eleven days, with the messages sent by him, and a message
from the T¥yandots to me, signifying that those who lived
on this side of the Lake were IIOt able to give an answer
without consulting their chiefs on the otber side; that I
must come with my message myself; that J need not ap-
prehend any danger from them; that if my heart was good
toward5 them I would come, if it was not I would stay
away.

On receiving this message, I determined to go, and Kill-
{Yuck and two young men were again appointed to accom-
pany me. "\Ve travelled about ten miles from Coochocking,
when Killbuck was taken sick, which obliged us to return.
I then applied to Captain White-Eyes to go with me, who
very readily consented. At Winganous town, about six
miles from Coochocking, I met with John Montour, whom I
employedto go with me, and a T¥yandotman, who told me
that he imagined that Cornstalk and other Shawanees, and
the Wyandot chiefs, had left Sandusky, and that he would
pilot me a nearer way to where the chiefs were. Notbing
material happened until we arrived at a Wyandot village
opposite to Detroit, where the chiefs were assembled.
They received me in a very kind and friendly manner"and
thanked me for coming among them in consequence of their
invitation. They said they had heard many bad reports
from the Big-Knife, but my coming among them was a
convincing proof that they were false. One of the Wyan-
dots refused to shake hands with me. On the others asking
the reason, he said he would not do it, for he did not love
the Big-Knife. I asked them if all the chiefs were then
present, and if they chose to hear my message at that time.
They said they were all present, and were willing to hear
me immediately. I first spoke to them on a string, telling
them that in consequence of the message sent to me from
Sandusky, I had visited them; that I put myself under
their protection, and that they shou]d determine how long I
should c"ontinue among them. I then produced the belt
and speech sent me by Mr. Morgan. The purport of it
was to ask their assistance in brightening and strengthening
the chain of friendship with all the western tribes of In-
dians, and inviting them to a treaty to be held at Pittsburgh
in twenty-five days from that time, which was the 2d of
September.

Captain White-Eyes then spoke to them and said, that
as the path to their towns appeared to be somewhat dim,
he had accompanied me, that I might not lose myselC He
assured them that the Big-Knife desired nothing more than
to live in peace and friendship with all the Indians. They
answered that they were convinced the Indians desired to
be in friendship with the white people, and as far as their
influence extended, they would endeavour to promote the
good work of peace. They then withdrew to consider of

my speech. After some time, they returned and told me
they were glad their brother, the Big-Knife, tbought so
much of them as to ask their assistance in brightening the
chain of friendship. They assured me they would use all
their influence with the otber tribes to preserve peace; and
desired that I would remain with them two days, to hear
them explain my speech to tbe other nations who were
assembled at Detroit. "

N ext morning tbey sent to tbe Governour of Detroit,
informing tbat I was in tbeir town, and if he desired to
speak to me in a friendly manner, be might ha\'e an oppor-
tunity of doing so. They made me acquainted,with this
message. On the return of tbeir messenger, they delivered
back the belt they received from me, and said they. tbought
it best I should deliver it in publick in Detroit, La which I
agreed. I imagine they were directed by the Governour
to return the belt. Captain White-Eyes, John Montour,
myself, and the TfTyandot chiefs, went to the Council-bouse
at Detroit together. After the Indians and the G(H'ernOUr
met, one of tbe Wyandot cbiefs got up and informed the
other nations tbat tbey had met witb one of their brotbers,
the Big-Knife, which might delay the business they were
upon. Then addressing himself to the Governour, he said,
he tbought that he, as their father, was the proper person to
inquire of me the business I came upon.

The Governour then asked from wbence I came, and
what business I was upon. I told him I came from Pitts-
burgh, witb a message from Mr. ~forgan, agent for tbe
Colonies, to the "fVyandots; and told him of the message I
had received from the Wyandots from Sandltflk-y,and that
in consequence of that message, I had come to the Wyandot
village. He then asked if I had my message in writing.
I told him I had. He desired to see it, and I delivered it
to him. After perusing the speecb, he addressed himself
to the Indians, and said that after the message was ex-
plained to them they should con5ider of a proper answer to
make to it, and that he would join them in their all5wer.
The speech was then interpreted to the Indians present,
and I delivered the belt to a Wyandot cbief. He gave it
to the Governour, telling him that he was their father, and
knew best what to do with it.

The Governour then spoke to the Indians as follows:
"CHILDREN: I am your father, and you are my chil-

dren. I have always your good at heart. I am sent here
to represent the great King over the waters, and to take
care of you. Those people from whom you received this
message, are enemies and traitors to my King; and before I
would take one of them by the hand, I would suffer my
right hand to be Cllt off. When the great King is pleased
to make peace with his rebellious children in this big isJan d
I will tben give my assistance in making peace between
them and the Indians, and not before."

With that be tore the speech and cut the beJt to pieces,
and contemptuously strewed it about the Council-house.
He then told the Indians it was not customary with the
English to detain or injure a publick messenger, and that,
therefOl'e,I must be suffered to return unmolested; at which
the Indians seemed to be greatly pleased. He then asked
me if I had any thing more to say to tbe Indians; that if I
had, to speak out. I told him I had nothing further to say
to them. He then ordered me to leave the place immedi-
ately, and said he would order us ten days' provisions to
take us home. I told him I came in a canoe belonging to
a Wyandot man, and could not go until he was ready. He
said he would furnish me with a canoe. I then told bim
that my blankets and sbirts were at the Wyandot village,
and that I must go over for them. He said he would fur-
nish me with blankets and shirts likewise. However, at
last, he suffered me to go to the village.

While I was in the Council-house tile Governour spoke
on a tomahawk belt to the Wyandots; but as he delivered
the speecb in French to the interpreter, I did not know what
be said upon it. The Wyandot cbief delivered the belt to
the Cornstalk. The Governour asked him if he knew what
the belt meant. The Cornstalk answered be did not. He
said he would tell him in a few words. He then informed
him that that belt was put into the hands of tbe Wyandots
la,t March, desiring them. to request the nations who lil'ed
next tbe river, from Presque-Isle downwards, to be watch-
ful, and if they discovered any army attempting to cr05S the
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river,to Jet bim know it; but that it now had a greater
meaning, and referred him to the Wyandots for an explana-
tion of it, and told the interpreter to teJl the Cornstalk to
show that belt to the Cherokees, for tbey had joined tbe
English in tbe general cause. He then asked the nations
present if any or them had any thing to say at that time.

Tbe ftlingoes tben produced a black belt, telling tbe otber
nations that the Spring before last tbey received that belt of
Guy Johnson, informi,llg them that he was going over the big
water-tbat they must hold themselves in readiness against
his return, and, until then, to sit stiJi and listen to no one.
They said they thought he was approaching near them, for
they perceived the waters to shake. They then produced
a white belt, which was sent by the ltlingoes at .l'fiagara,
with the Shade, (a Shawanee) to the Shawanese towns,
teJling tbem tbey intended to have sent a messenger with it
to tbem, but as they had met with one of their brothers at
Niagara, they thought proper to send it by him. They
toJd them they had their words among t~Jem,(meaning the
tomahawk,) and desired them to take them up and send
them among all their friends. These speeches were ex-
plained to me by John Montour. ,

The Governour then spoke to the IJldians, and said he
was extremely pleased with the belts produced by the lt1in-
goes. -

While we were in the Council, the Governour told me he
had inquired no news of me, nor did he want to hear any.
"For your part," says he to 111ontour,"I knew your father
well. He was a good man. I don't know how you came
to join with those people. If you should come this way
again, (though not upon the same errand,) I wiJl give you
something." He told White-Eyes he knew his character
well, and so did all the nations present. He ordered him
to leave Detroit before the sun-set as he regarded his head;
that he would Jose the last drop of his blood before he
would suffer any nation to Gome there and destroy the
union which was brought about by so many nations.

White-Eyes made no reply at that time, but after we had
left the place, he said the Governour was a fool; that he
did not know wbat be scolded bim for; that he had never
done him any injury, nor any other wbite man, sincehehad
made peace with them-nor never would, unless tliey in-
jured him; that if he had a mind to join the Buckskins, he
would soon make him tremble for his head; and if he joined
either side, it would be the Buckskins.

After we left the Council-house, the Governour came up
to me and said he would be glad ir I would inform the peo-
pIe on my return of what I had seen; that all the Indians
I saw tbere at the treaty were of the same way of thinking;
and that he would be glad if the peoplewould consider the
dreadful consequences of going to war with so terriblean
enemy, and accept the King's pardon while it could be ob-
tained. He then informed me that an army of twenty
thousand men were landed in Canada, and had driven the
Rebe]s entirely out of that Govemment, and were pursuing
them to the southward; that twenty-thousand more were
landed in New- York, and the same number to the south-
ward, with the completest train of artilJerythat ever came
out of Europe on any occasion; and that the King. must be
sure of success,or he would not have sent so large an army
against the Americans. He then ordered William Tucker,
one of his interpreters, with whom I had a small acquaint-
ance, to go with me and get provisions for me.

On OLll'way I asked Tucker his opinion of the disposi-
tions of the Indians at Detroit, and if he tbought they
would strike soon. He besitated for some time, but at last
told me, tbat without matiers took a very sudden turn, it
was his opinion they would.

On receiving my provision, I left Detroit, in c~mpalJY
with the Hardman and others, on our way to tbe TYyandot
village. I told the Hardman that GovernoLll' Hamilton had
informed me that alJ the Indians who wereat Detroit were
of the same way of thinking,and tbat I expected they would
an strike tbe white people very soon. He said he did not
doubt the Govemour wished them to be of tbe same way
of thinking, but it was not in bis power to make tbem so,
unless tbey chose it; that, Il)r his part, he came there in
search of good, and he should not put evil in his heart; and
desired me to te]l alJ his white brothers that his heart was
good towards them.

I wanted to leave the vinage that evening, but the TYy-

andots insisted on my staying Jongel' with them. They
said they would considpr my message, for as yet I had seen
nothing that was good. Tbat nigbt they an got drunk.
The next morning Tf:7n:te-Eyes and myself grew impatient
to get off, but the head chier or the Wyandots stin insisted
on our staying, and gave us tbe strongest assurances that no
injury should be done to us. He and someothers, in coin-
pany with White.Eyes, went over to Detroit and returned
in tbe evening. He told White-Eyes that his errand was
to obtain the Governour's leave for us to stay a few days
among tbem, but that he would not suffer it; so that we
must leave the vilJage directly. The GovernoLll' saw White-
Eyes, and threatened to put him in irons and send him to
Niagara, if he did not leave Detroit immediately.

We left the TYyandot vinage in com pany with a Wyan-
dot man, and proceeded that eveninIT as far as his house.
r

0

Tbe next day one Isaac Zane came to see me. In the
COUl'seof conversation he told me that in talking witb the
half-king of the Wyandots, he asked him if the Govemour
had not delivered him a tomahawk he]t. He said he had.
That the Big-Knife had threatened them for some time
past, so that they could not mind their huntins;, and that
now they would threaten them. I asked him it it was his
opinion that the TYyandots would join generally. He said
it was almost certain that one half or them would not.

The next day Zane and a Wyandot man came to where
we were. We conversed a good deal on the subject of the
quarrel between Great Britain and the.Colonies. I asked
tbe chief what tbe Indians promised themselves by joining
the King's troops? I told him, that perhaps, wbile the con-
test continued, they might be furnished with clotbes and
such like, but when it was over they mnst return to tbeir
former way of ]iving; tbat if the Americans should be suc-
cessful, they would be so incensed against the Indians who
fimgbt against tbem, that they would march an army into
their country, destroy them, and take tbeir lands from tbem.
He said it was very true. "There," said he,

" is my toma-
hawk. I will never lift it, nor sball any of my family fight
against the Big-Knife, if I can help it, unlesstbeycomeinto
my own bouse."

John Montour, and the Wyandot man who piloted me to
Detroit, came up with us. ltlontour continued at Detroit
two days after I left it. He told me, tbat after I came
away he was drinking in company with the half-king of the
Wyandots, and that when he got a little in liquor, he to1d
him that the Big-Knife need never expect him to be
friends witb them again; and that, for his part, he should
follow nothing but breaking tbeir heads, wherever he met
with them.

We set out for Coochoc7cing. Nothing materia] hap-
pened on our journey. White-Eyes appeared to be a good
deal chagrined, as well at the reception he met witb from
tbe Governour as from the more western tribes of Indians.
He said the Delawares, he thougbt, were equally as liab]e
to be struck by the we:tern tribes as the Big-Knife was;
that tbey kept every thmg secret from them; and that, as
soon as they found they were determined for war, he would
collect all his people together, and would apply to his
American brotbers to send men to him, and erect a stronlTo
fort; that then he should not regard them, for tbe western
tribes were but very indifferent warriours, and if they struck
he would soon return the blows. "Then," said he, "the
Governour of Detroit will need to take care of his head;
and the people of the great fulls of Niagara shall tremble,
too." It was his opinion, if tbat should be the case,a num-
bet' of the Shawanees would join him; for that one of their
chiefs told him, at Detroit, that his sentiments were the
same as his, respecting Great Br£tain and the Colonies.

SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.
New-York Island, September 25,1776.

l\h LORD : Upon the present appearance of thin ITS, I
look upon the further progress of this army for tbe ~am-
paign, to be rather precarious, an attack upon Rhode-
Island excepted, which I would willingly defer for a short
time, in case it should be tbought advisable to employ our
wbole force together. The duration of the campaign must
be short, and the second division of Hessians not arrived;
nor have I any dependence upon General Carleton's ap-
proach, to act with influence this year, upon the main Rehe]

'*'



_. ~.

Present Pay. Supposed intended. Difference.

£ s. £ s. £ s.
1 Colonel, - - - 15 0 25 0 10 0
1 Lieut. Colonel, - 12 0 20 0 8 0
1 Major,- - - - 10 0 15 0 5 0
8 Captains, at £8 0, 64 o £10 0, 80 0 16 0

16 Lieutenants, £5 8, 86 8 £ 710,120 0 33 12
8 Ensigns, £4 0, 32 o £ 6 0, 48 0 16 0
1 Chaplain, - - - 10 0 15 0 5 0] Adjutant, - - - 5 ]0 10 0 410
1 Quartermaster, - 510 10 0 4 ]0
] Surgeon, - - - 10 0 15 0 5 0

Mate, - - - - 4 0 710 310
£111 2
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army, opposed to us, though it is reported to-day by the
deserters, that General Burgoyne, with a large corps of
troops and Indians, is advancing fast to Albany, by way of
the Mohawk River. If he gets possessionof Albany, it will
no doubt, facilitate General Carleton's movement to that
place, and will be attended with favourable consequences.
But in my situation, I presume, I must not risk, as a check
at this time wou]rl be of infinite detriment'to us.

The enemy is too strongly posted to be attacked in /i'ont,.
and innumerable difficulties are in my way of turning him
on either side, though his army is much dispirited, from the
late success of his Majesty's arms; yet have I not the
smallest prospect of finishing the contest this campaign, not
until the Rebels see preparations in the Spring, that may
preclude all thoughts of further resistance. To this end, I
would propose eight or ten line-of-battle ships, to be with
us in February, with a number of supernumerary seamen
for manning boats, having fully experienced the want of
them in every movement we have made. We must also
have recruits from Europe, not finding the Americans dis-
posed to serve with arms, notwithstanding the hopes held
out to me upon my arrival at this port.

Finding the Hessians averse to having tpeir accounts
methodized, in the manner observed by the British regi-
ments, I have given them money on account, taking care,
that the sums advanced are sufficiently within the whole
pay due to them by treaty, to answer for their stoppages or
provJsJons.

An exchange of prisoners has taken place, and Major-
General Prescott, in consequence of it, is with me, being
exchanged for Major-General Sullivan, of the Rebel army;
Governour Montfort Brown is to be returned for Lord
Stirling, and Governour Skene for an inhabitant of Boston
taken into custody by General Gage.

I am, my Lord, &c., W. HowE.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON FROM MR.

JAMES DR)):WITT, ON BOARD THE Cll:ERCURY FRIGATE, AT

NEW-YORK, DATED THE 25TH SEPTEMBER, 1776.

Our army has met with great success; we just arrived
from Halifax, when they made their landing on Long-
Island, and saw the battles fought between our troops and
the Rebels-the latter being drove out, leaving behind them
their provisions, camp equipage, intrenching tools, &c.
The Mercury was ordered abreast the place where they
first engaged, to cover the boats sent to bring off the
wounded, but, thank God, there were only three hundred
killed, a few wounded, and a Lieutenant and thirty marines
taken prisoners.

One of the fel10ws who set fire to this town cut a poor
woman's arm off, for attempting to extinguish the fire in her
own house, but a party of soldiers coming up run their bay-
onets through him, and some of the seamen hoisted him up
by the heels to a sign-post. There are upwards of six
hundred suspected persons taken up and imprisoned in the
town. On the 22d, we hung a man who was sent as a spy
by General Washington.

The Indians in the back settlements of Virginia, com-
mit great cruelties among tbe inhabitants by burning their
houses, scalping men, women and children. The Virgin-
ians had drove all their cattle to the back parts of the
country, to prevent the troops from getting them, which the
Indians have taken.

We hear General Burgoyne has an army of twenty thou-
sand men, besides Indians, and has boats made to pass
Lake Champlain, and expects he will soon approacb near
New- York. He has sent from Quebeck a number of pri-
soners, and a General Thompson. It is strongly reported
Washington wants to throw up his commission, as the Rebels
will not stand to their works; but they say, as he has
brought them into a scrape, he shall continue, or get them
out of it. Tbe Rebels are now very strongly fortified at
King's Bridge, about sixteen miles from New- York.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 27th. Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hopkinson, Mr. Rutledge,
Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Stone.]

Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, September 25. 1776.

SIR: Having wrote you fully on sundry important sub-
jects tbis morning, as you will perceive by the letter which

accompanies this, I mean principal1y now to enclose a
copy of a letter received from General Howe, on Sunday
morning, with the list of the prisoners in his hands, of tbose
in our possession belonging to tbe army immediately under
his command, and of my answer, which were omitted to be
put in tbe other.

His letter will discover to Congress his refusal to exchange
Lord Stirling for Mr. McDonald, considering the latter
only as a Major. They will be pleased to determine how
he is to be ranked in future.

The number of prisoners ~according to the returns, is
greater. than what we expected. However, I am inclined
to believe, that among those in the list from Long-Island,
are several Militia of General Woodhull's party, who were
never arranged in this army. As to those taken on the
15th, they greatly exceeded tbe number that I supposed fell
into their hands in the retreat from the city. At the time
that I transmitted an account of that affair, I had not ob-
tained returns, and took the matter upon the officers' reports.
They are difficult to get with certainty at any time. In the
skirmish of Monday se'nnight, they could not have taken
but very few.

Before I conclude, I shall take occasion to mention, that
those returns made with such precision, and the difficulty
that will attend the proposed exchange on account of the
dispersed and scattered state of the prisoners in our hands,
will clearly evince the necessity of appointing Commissaries
and proper persons to superintend and conduct in such
instances. Tbis I took the liberty of urging more tban
once, as well on account of the propriety of the measure,
and the saving that would have resulted from it, as that the
prisoners might be treated with,)mmanity, and have their
wants particularly attended to.

I would also observe, as I esteem it my duty, that tbis
army is in want of almost every necessary--tents, camp-
kettles, blankets, and clothes of all kinds; but what is to be
done with respect to the two last articles, I know not, as the
term of inlistment will be nearly expired by the time they
can be provided. This may be exhibited as a further proof
of the disadvantages attending the levying of an army upon
such a footing as never to know how to keep them without
injming the publick, or incommoding the men. I have
directed the Colonel or commanding officer of each corps,
to use his endeavours to procure such clothing as are abso-
lutely necessary; but at the same time I confess, that I do
not know how they are to be got.

I have the honollr to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

Increased Pay of the Officers, proposed by the General'
enclosed in his Letter of the 25th SEPTEMBER,1776. '

.
Head-Q.uarters,York-Island, September21,1776.

SIR: I have the favour of your letters of the 6th and
19th current. In consequence of the latter, directions are
given for Major-General Sullivan being conveyed to Eliza-
bethtown on the earliest day, and I conclude Major-General
Prescott will return in the same boat.

The exchange you propose of Brigadier-General Alex-
ander, commonly called Lord Stirling, for Mr. ]}[cDonald,
cannot ta~e .place, as he has only the rank of m~jority by
my commISSIon; but I shi\ll readIly send any l\-1ajor in the
enclosed lists of prisoners, that you will be pleasp.d to name,
in exchange for him; and that Lord Stirling may not be
detained, I would propose to exchange him for Governour
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Montfort Brown, although the latter is no longer in the
military line.

Enclosed you have a list of officersbelonging to the army
under my command, who are your prisoners. It is not so
correct as I could wish, having received no regular return of
the officers of the Forty-Second and Seventy-First Regi-
ments, taken this year, but beg leave to refer you to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Campbell, of the Seventy- First, to rectify any
omissions that may be; and I am to desire you will put
opposite to their names such of your officers of equal rank
as you would have in exchange for them. The names of
the non-commissioned and privates, prisoners with you,
are not sent, being unnecessary; but the return herewith
enclosed specifies the number, and I shall redeem them by
a like number of those in my possession; for which purpose
I shall send Mr. Joshua Loring, my Commissary, to Eliza-
bethtown, as a proper place for the exchange of prisoners,
on any day you may appoint, wishing it to be an early one,
wherein I presume you will concur, as it is proposed for the
more speedy relief of the distressed.

As it may be some time before Mr. Lovell arrives here
from Halifax, though I took the first opportunity of send-
in" for him after your agreement to exchange him for Gov-
er~our Skene, I am willing to believe upon my assurances
of Mr. Lovell's being sent to you immediately on his arrival,
that you will not have any objections to granting the Gov-
ernour his liberty without delay, and am induced to make
the proposal for your compliance, neither of the persons
being connected with military service.

General Carleton has sent from Canada a number of
officers and privates, as per return enclosed, to whom he
has given liberty upon their paroles; and in pursuance of
his desire, and their engagements to bim, I shall send them
to Elizabethtown on the earliest day.

It is nevertheless the General's expectation, that the
exchange of prisoners, as settled by Captain Forster, in
Canada, will. be duly complied with, and I presume you
are sufficiently sensible of the sacred regard that is ever paid
to engagements of tbis kind, not to suffer any infringement
upon the plighted faith of Colonel Arnold.

It is with much concern that I cannot close this letter
without representing the ill treatment, which I am too well
infonned the King's officers now suffer in common gaols
throughout the Province of New-England. I apply t9
your feelings alone for redress, having no idea of committing
myself by an act of retaliation upon tbose in my power.

My Aid-de-Camp, charged with the delivery of this letter,
will present to you a ball cut and fixed to the ends of a nail,
taken from a number of the same kind found in the encamp-
ments quitted by your troops on the 15th instant. I do not
make any comment upon such unwarrantable practices,
being well assured the contrivance has not come to your
knowledge.

I am, with due regard, sir, your most obedient servant,
W. HowE.

To General George Washington, &c., &c., &c.

Head-Quarters, Heights of H'lrlem, September 23, 1776.

SIR: 1 yesterday evening received the favour of your
letter of the 21st, by your Aid-de-Camp, Captain Mon-
tresor, in consequence of which I this morning despatched
an express to Elizabethtown, with order that Major-General
Prescott should be permitted to return in the boat'that carried
General Sullivan over to that place.

I most readily concur in the proposition you are pleased i
to make for the exchange of Brigadier-General Lord Stir-
ling for Governour ltIontfort Brown, and have sent for
him accordingly. I should hope tbat Lord Stirling \vill be
immediately set at liberty, on my promise that Governour
Brown shall be sent to you as soon as he arrives. I had
no doubt but lVIr. McDonald's title would have been
acknowledged, having understood that he received his com-
mission from the hands of Governour Martin; nor can I
consent to rank him as a Major till I have proper authority
from Cougress, to whom I shan state the matter upon your
representation.

Agreeable to your request, I shall transmit to Lieutenant-
Colonel Campbell a copy of the list of officers of the Forty-
Second and Seventy-First Regiments, taken by us last
Spring, that it may be rectified in the instancJ."s in which it
may be wrong, and will there place opposite to their names

the officers I would wish in return for them. The ex-
change of privates [ shall take the earliest opportunity in my
power to carry into execution; but they being greatly dis-
perser! through the New-England Governments in order to
tbeir better accommodation, will prevent it for some time.

Having tbe fullest confidence in your assurance that Mr.
Lovell will be released when he arrives [rom Halifax, I
have wrote for Governour Skene to come to Head-Quar-
ters, that he may proceed immediately to you.

As to the exchange of prisoners settled between Captain
Forster and General Arnold, I beg leave to inform you that
it was a traqsaction in which I had not the smallest concern,
nor have I authority to give directions in any degree respect-
ing the matter.

The information you have received concerning the ill
treatment of your officers, I would fain hope is not generally
well founded. The letters from them which have pa!'sed
through my hands, hold forth a different language. In par-
ticular instances, 'tis true, there are some who have been
restricted to a closer confinement and severer treatment
than they otherwise would have been, for breaking or
refusing to give their paroles. Such, I am confident, will
not be count~manced by your Excellency; and I am per-
suaded, by a closer investigation of the inquiry you will dis-
cover that there have been no other persons whatever who
have experienced the smallest hardship from us. I shan,
however, obtain all the information on the subject in my
power, that every ground of complaint, if any exists, may
be entirely removed, it being my most earnest wisb that
during this unhappy contest there be every exerciseof hu-
manity wbich the nature of the case will possiuly admit of.

Your Aid-de-Camp delivered me the ball you mention,
which was the first of the kind I ever saw or heard of.
You may depend the contrivance is highly abhorred by me,
and every measure shall be taken to prevent so wicked and
infamous a practice being adopted in this army.

I have the honour to be, with due regard, sir, your most
obedient servant,

G TnO. n'ASHINGTON.
To His Excellency Gen eral Ilowe.

Return of Prisoners taken on the Island of NEW-YORK,
15th and 16th of SEPTEMBER,1776.

- -------
FirstBattalionNew-Yorkers,- - - - - 1 - - -
Secour!BattalionNew-Yorkers,- - - - 1 - - -
New Levies, - - - - - - - 1 1 2 1 2 - -
Connecticut Militia, - - - - - 1 - . 3 - -
Third Cont'I Pennsylvania Reg't, - - - - 1 - - -
Long-IslandMilitia,- :. - - - - - 1 1 - -
Tenth Continental Regiment, - - - - - - 1 - -

Total, - - - - - - - ~2257~1260
Jos. LORING, Commissary of Prisoners.

Officers' Names and Rank.
FIRST BATTALIONNEW- YORK: Captain Van Dyck.
SECONDBATTALIONN EW-YORK: Captain De Witt.
NEW LEVIES: Colonel Samuel Seldon, Lieutenant-Col-

onel Hart, Major Porter, Major Willis, Captain Wells,
Lieutenant Benjamin Brewster, Lieutenant Thomas Catlin.

CONNECTICUT MILITIA: Lieutenant-Colonel Moulton,
Lieutenant James Clark, Lieutenant John Trowbridge,
Lieutenant Joseph ltloore.

THIRD CONTINENTALPENNSYI,VANIAREGIMENT: Cap-
tain Davenport.

LONG-IsLANDMn.ITIA: Captain John Titus and Lieu-
tenant Jacob Bloom.

TENTH CONTINENTAL REGII\IENT: Lieutenant TVilliam
Cleveland.

Return of Prisoners sent by General GUY CARLETONfrom
CANADA to N EW- YORK.

51 Commissioned Officers.
373 Non-Commissioned and Privates.

N. B. 2 Majors, 9 Captains, 20 Subalterns, and 400 men
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were taken at the Cedars by Captain Forster,and returned
upon an agreement to send as many of our people taken at
St. John's.

RICHARD M(TRRAY,Commissary of Prisoners.

TENCH '.rILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DUER.
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 25, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I am to give you an account of the evacua-
tion of the post at Powle's Hook, as I promised in mine of
yesterday. General Greene informs that General Mercer,
seeing the enemy were determined to possess themselves
by a stronO'er force of ships and men than we could oppose,
removed ~Il the stores and useful cannon, so that nothing
fell into the enemy's hands but the guns that had been ren-
dered unfit for further service. .

Our army is posted at tbe town of Bergen, and our
advanced party has possession of the mill just back of
Powle's Hook.

What tbe next move of tbe enemy will be, I don't know.
They have been quiet on this side since tbe affair of the
16th. They are throwing up some works in the li'ont of
their encampment on the plain, between tbe seven and
eight mile stone.

We were unlucky in tbe miscarriage of a small enter-
prise, the night before last, which was intended to surprise
the guard on Montresor's Island, and bring off what tents
and baO'O'aO'eremained there. The party consisted of three0;:> ~ .
hundred, in six boats. The headmost boat, m wbich were
Colonel Jackson, Major Hatfield, and Major Henly, Aid-
de-Camp to General Heath, pushed to the shore,landed,
'and drove off the guard at the water side, with ease. Tbe
other boats rowed back as soon as the firing began, though
they were repeatedly called after. This damped tbe spirit
of the first boat's crew, who could not be prevailed upon
to stay. In the retreat, Colonel Jackson was wounded,
Major Henly killed, and Major Hatfield is missing. A
very strict scrutiny is making into the conduct of the officers
who thus shamefully deserted their leader, and it is expected
they will meet the fate their cowardice deserves.*

His Excellency begs your Board would immediately
order down what powder is ready at Wisner's and Livings-
ton's Mills.

A Committee of Continental Congress are now here, in-
specting the present state of the army, and endeavouring
to form some new regulations for the better government in
future. One principal step will be, inlistment during the
war.

I am, with due respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq.

"Siptimber 22, 1776.-Two seamen, belonging to the La Bruni, a Brit-
ish ship of war, which lay near ~Iontresor's Island, deserted, and came to
General Heath's quarters, and informed him, upon examination, that the
British had then but a few men on the Island, stating the number; that
the piece of cannon which had been put on the Island was taken back
again, on board the La Brune; that there were a number of officers at
the house, in which there was a considerable quantity of baggage depos-
ited, &c. General Heath supposed that these troops might be easily
taken; and, having called the General Officers of his division together,
took their opinion, who all coincided with him in sentiment. He then
communicated his intention to the Commander-in-Chier, who gave it
his approbation. Two hundred and rorty men were distined for this
enterprise. The command was given to Lieutenant-Coloilel .Michael
Jackson, of the .'!'Iassachusetts Line, with Majors Logan and -,
whose name cannot be recollected, of the NelV- York troops. They
were to embark on board three flat-boats, covered by a fourth with a
detachment of Artillery, with a light three-pounder, in case it should be
found necessary in retreating from the Island. The mode of attack was
settled, alld every circumstance secured to promise success. They were
to fall down to Harlem Creek with the ebb. The time was so calculated
that the yonng flood was to be so much made, at the break of day, as
to cover the flats at the Island sufficiently for the boats to float. Mat-
ters being thus settled, Genet'al Heath ordered the two sailors to be
brought in. He then told them that, in consequence of their informa-
tion, an enterprise against the British troops on .'!'Ion!!'esor's Island was to
take place that night; that he had ordered the_m to be kept in safe cus-
tody until the next morning, when, if their declarations respecting the
state of the British on the Island proved to be true, he would give them
a passport to the back country, whither they wished to go; but, in case
their information was fal.e, he would order them hanged immediately,
as spies; that he gave them the opportunity, if they had made a wron'"
statement to him, then to correct it. They both answered, with perfecl
composure, that they woulrl cheerfully submit to the condition.

Major Thomas HEnly was now one of our General's Aids-de-Camp.
He importuned that he might go with the detachment. He wa. refused,
and told that he had no business there; that he could exercise no com-
mand. He grew quite impatient, returned again to the General's room,
and addressed him, "Pray, sir, consent to my going with the party.
Let me have the pleasure of introducing the prisoners to you to-mor-
row." All his friends present advised him not to go. The General
finally consented.

I

EXTJtACT OF .! LETTEJt FROM AN OFFICER AT HARLEM,
DATED SEPTEMBER 25, 1776.

I last night paid the last tribute to the remains of a gal-
lant young officer, Major Henly, Aid-de-Camp to General
Heath. He fell unsupported and unrevenged, owing to the
backwardness of the rest of the party, consisting of one
bundred and forty, who intended to have surprised a guard
of the enemy, consisting (as was supposed) of about fifty,
on lJ'Iontresor'sIsland, which lies in the East River, on tbe
mouth of the little river IIarlern. Tbis party went in four
boats: Major Henly, Lieutenant-Colonel Jackson, Majors
Hatfield and Hubbart, were in the first boat, and landed
and at first drove the enemy; but neither of the other boats
coming to their assistance, they were obliged to retreat, but
not till everyone of these gallant officers were either killed
or wounded, and with the loss of half their men.

By the best accounts, we learn, tbat about a quarter part
of the city of York is burnt, and that it was purposely
fired by some private persons. Since this fire, the enemy
have practised some inhuman cruelties on the unfortunate
wretches they have in their power, under pretence of their
being concerned in the plot. Tbey have hanged numbers
by the feet, and then cut their throats! The Hessians'are
continually plundering, and are countenanced by their Gen-
era] ; and General Howe dares not puni5h them for fear of
producing a general mutiny.

CAPTAIN DUMOND TO' JOHN I\I'KESSON.

Kingston, September 25, 1776.

SIR: When I was last at Fishkill, the Con vention made
an order to render an account of the flour, bought agreeable
to an order delivered to me last summer, to be sent to
Ticonderoga for the use of the army, which I herewith
enclose. Beg you to deliver the same to Mr. Banker, as
I have made no cbarge for any expenses, and not being
acquainted what is customary to charge commissions, beg
you will do it, or desire :Mr. Banker to do it for me. Mr.
Van Vleek promised me to pay into your hands the slim
of seventy pounds, which said money was left in bis bands
to pay this account since last fall; as I have laid out the
other part of the cash that remains, for powder and other
charges. The County Convention long disputed who was
the Treasurer. Could not get the accounts audited to draw
the money due to me from the Treasury. As soon as the
County Convention meets, shall settle the whole, as the
Convention of the State of New- York has settled that
point about the Treasury. Must beg the favour of you to
send me a few lines by our post, as I expect to be at Fish-
kill soon, the latter end of next week, if the County Com-
mittee meets. I was tbis morningat Mr. CUnton's;your
sister and all tbe family are well. I am with part of Col-

The troops, at the hour assigned, embarked. General Heath informed
them that he, with others, would be spectators of the scene from a cer-
tain point near Haarlem Creek. Notice had been given to the guards and
pickets on the York-Island side, not to hail the party as they went
down. Unfortunately, the lower sentinel had not been so instructed.
He was nearly opposite to the point where General Heath was to be;
and just at the instant when he arrived, had challenged the boats, and
ordered them to come to the shore. From the boats they answered,
"Lo! we are friends." The challenge was repeated. The answer
was, "We tell you we are friends; hold your tongue." A bounce into
the water was heard, and instantly Major Henly came wading to the
shore, sterped up to our General, catched him by the hand, and said,
"Sir, wil it do i" General Healh, holding him by the hand, replied,

"
[ see nothing to the comrary." To which Henly concluded by say-

in~," Then it shall do." He waded back to his boat, and got in.
The sentinel called again,

"
If you don't eome to the shore, I tell you

I'JI fire." A voice from some one in the boats was, "Pull away!"
The boats went on, and the sentinel fired his piece. The boats reached
the Island almost at the moment intended, just as the glimmer of the
dawn was discoverable. The three Field Officers were in the first boat.
Their intention, on the moment of landing, was, for the two seconds in
command to spring, the one to the right, and the other to the left, and
lead on the troops from the other two boats, which were to land on each
side of the first boat. The Field Officers landed, and the men from
their boat. The enemy's guard charged them, but were instantly
driven back. The men in the other two boats, instead of landing-, lay
upon their oars. The British, seeing this, returned warmly to the
charge. The .!lme,'icans, finding themselves deserted, returned to their
boat; but not until Lieutenant-C010nel Jackson received a musket ball in
his leg, and Major Ilenly, "s

he. was getting into the boat, one through

his heart, which put an instant end to his life. The boat joined the
others, and they all returned, having, in the whole, about fourteen
killed, wounded, and missin~. Major Henly deeply regretted. Had
only one of the othe( boats landed her men, the success would have
been very probable; but the two would have insured an execution or
the whole plan, in the opinion of all concerned. The delinquents in
the other boats were arrested, and tried by Court-Martial, and one or
the Captains cashiered.-Heath.
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onel Snyder's regiment, now going to the forts; shall return
in two or tbree days.

I am, sir, your friend and humble servant,
Excuse haste. EGBERTDUMOND.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 4, 1776.]

Albany, September 25, 1776.

SIR: Yesterday I was honoured with a letter from his
Excellency General Washington, of the 20th instant, cover-
in(J sundry resolutions of Congress.

°1 tbank Congress with a si~cerity equal to the attention
they have evinced in their resolution of the 14th of Septem-
ber, whereby I am made acquainted that my letter" of the
16th of August was duly received, and referred to the com-
mittee appointed to inquire into tbe causes of the miscar-
riages in Canada." Permit me to entreat the favour of a
further reso]utlon, that I may be permitted to defend my
conduct, and if possible point out otber causes of tbe mis-
carriages in Canada, besides tbose taken notice of in the
resolutions of the 30th July--causes wbich are so obvious,
that I could not but wonder tbat they passed unnoticed.

I must also beg tbe indulgence of Congress to order some
answer to be given to such parts of my several letters of the
20th Jnly, 16th, 18th, 25tb, and 29th August, and 2d,
8th, and 9tb September, as are yet unanswered, and one or
other of which, I humbly conceive contain matters of some
moment to tbe weal of tbe American States. Congress
will pardon me, jf I premme to hint, that there appears to
me a little impropriety in resolving that the powder, &c.,
"be immediately sent to General Gates for the use of tbe
army in the Northern deparLment," as I believe my resig-
nation had not reached Congress on the day tbat resolution
was made. It might perbaps have been as well, jf it had
been sent to me, as I then could have ordered part of it to
Fort Stanwix, and such other places where it is wanted.
Sbould it, however, come to haud, whilst I continue in the
command, I shall take the liberty of ordering some into
Tryon County. General Gates bas begged me to send
him twenty casks of shingle nails; not a pound is to be had
here, except such as the blacksmiths make, and they can-
not complete them as fast as tbey are wanted for the works
now in hand. It will, tberefore, be very difficult to build the
necessary barracks, until a supply comes up. I believe I
applied for nails in one of the letters referred to.

Indians are daily applying for clothing. If some provision
is not made to enable your Commissioners to' supply them,
it may be attended with the most fatal consequences.
. I sball transmit a copy of the resolutions to Genera]
Gates, with a request to publish such as are necessary so
to be.

. I do not know the occasion of the resolution respecting
the Commissary-General's department. If it is in conse-
quence of any intervention of mine in that branch, I must
advise Congress that I bave acted in such a manner as not
to leave the least occasion to repent of wllat I have done;
returns must and shall be made me, through the proper
channel, or I will punish the offender, whilst I am in com-
mand, and I will always interfere in every department
under my command, when it beconles necessary for the
good of the service; and if! had not held this kind of con-
duct, perhaps things would be in a much worse condition
than they are.

I am, sir, very sincerely, and very respectfully your obe-
dient, humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, September 25, 1776

DEAR SIR: I am honoured with your E~cellency's fa-
vour of the 20th instant. Your situation at New- York has
been truly alarming; and it is probable, that had you not so
judiciously retreated, and with such good order and des-
patch, yeu would have been involved in almost inextri-
cable difficulties. I hope the enemy have got all they will
get this campaign, and that we shall be better able to cope
with them in another.

I thank your Excellency for the copy of the resolves of
Congress enclosed in yours. They had not been trans-
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mitted me (,'om Philadelphia. Indeed, I have not been
honoured with a line from Congress for a very long time
past, a neglect which I do not think I have deserved, and
which I, therefore, feel the more sensibly.

I shall hope that one of their resolutions of the 14th
instant, was not meant to insult me. It was certainly
improper to resolve that the military stores should be im-
mediately sent to General Gates,

" for the use of the North-
ern department," as Congress had not then received my
resignation.

I have taken measures to have all the boards in the
country brought to this place, and to the banks of Hudson's
River, below it, and shall have them forwarded to you as
fast as they arri ve; and, give me lea ve to assure, that al-
tbough I shall soon be out of the army, I sh~1I witb as great
cheerfulness obey any commands tbat you may honour me
with when I am a private citizen, as I have always done
those which I received from you as my superiour officer.

I am, dear sir, with every sentiment of esteem and affec-
tion, your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To His Excellency General Washington.

NEW-HAMPSHIRE GRANTS.

Cephas Kent's, Dorset, September 25, 1776,

At a General Convention of the several Delegates from
the Towns on tbe west side of the range of Gl'een ItIoun-
tains, the 24th day of July last, consisting of fifty-one Mem-
bers, representing thirty-five Towns, and bo]den this day by
adjournment, by the Representatives on the west and east
side of the Green ItIountains; the following Members being
present at the opening of the meeting, viz:.

Captain JOSEPH BOWER in the Chair. Dr. JONAS FAY,
Clerk.

POWNALL: Captain Samuel Wright, Dr. Obadiah Dun-
ham.

BENNINGTON: MI'. Sim. lIatheway, Dr.' Jonas Fay,
Captain John Burnham, Nathan Clarke, Esq., Major Sam-
uel Safford, Colonel Jtfoses Robinson.

SHAFTSBURY: Major Jeremiah Clark, John Burnham,
Sen.

SUNDERLAND:Lieutenant Joseph Bradley, Colonel Tim-
othy Brownson.

MANCHESTER: Colonel William Marsh, Lieutenant
It/artin Powell, Lieutenant Gideon Onnsby.

DORSET: Mr. John Manley, Mr. Abraham Underhill.
RUPERT: Mr. Reuben Harmon, Mr. Amos Curtis.
PAWLET: Captain William Fitch, Major Roger Rose.
WELLS: Zaccheus Itlallery, Ogden .Mallery.
POULTNEY: MI'. Nehemiah How, Mr. William Ward.
CASTLETON: Captain Joseph Woodward.
BRIDPORT: Mr. Samuel Benton.
ADDISON: Mr. David Vallance.
STANFORD: Mr. Thomas Morgan.
WILLISTON: Colonel Thomas Chittenden.
COLCHESTER: Lieutenant Ira Allen.
MIDDLEBURY; Mr. Gamaliel Painter.
BURLINGTON: Mr. Lemuel Bradley.
NESHOBE: Capt. Timothy Barker, Mr. Thomas Tuttle.
RUTLAND: Captain Joseph Bowker, Co!. James Mead.
.WALLINGFORD: Mr. Abraham Ives.
TINMOUTH: Capt. Eben. Allen, Major Tl/(m7s Rice.
DANBY: Captain Micah Veal, Mr. William Gage.
PANTON: MI'. John Gale.
BHOJ\ILEY: Captain William Utley.
Co]onel Seth Warner and Capt. Heman Allen, present.

Jtlembers from the East side of the GREEN MOUNTAINS:

l\LmLBOROUGH: Captain P. Whittemore.
.

GUILFORD: Colonel Benjamin Carpenter, Major John
Shepherdson.

WINDSOR: Mr. Eben. lIoisington.
KENT: Mr. Edward Aikens, Colonel James Rogers.
ROCKINGHAM: Dr. Reuben Jones.
DUMMERSTON:Mr. Joseph Ilildrick, LieutenantLeonard

Spalding.
WESTMINSTER: MI'. Joshua -"Vcbb, Nathan RobInson,

E:-;q.
HALIFAX: Colonel Benjamin Carpenter.
Wilm£ngton and Cumberland were represented by ]et-

ten from some of the principal inhabitants.
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At a General Convention of forty-six Delegates on the
New-Hampshire Grants" on the east and west the range of
Green Mountains, representing thirty-six Towns on said
Grants, held at Dorset, the 25th day September, 1776, by
adjournment:

'Vbereas this Convention have for a series of years had
under their particular consideration the disingenuous conduct
of the former Colony, now State of New- York, towards
the inhabitants of that district of land commonly called and
known by the name of the New-Hampshire Grants; the
several iBegal, unjustifiable and unwarrantable measures
they have taken to deprive by fraud, violence, and oppres-
sion, those inhabitants of their property, and in particular
their landed interest; and as this Convention have reason
to expect a continuance of the same kind of disingenuity,
unless some measures effectual be taken to form the said
district a separate and distinct one from New- York:

And whereas it at present appears to this Convention,
that for the foregoing reasons, together with the distance of
road which lies between this district and New- York, that it
wiJI be very inconvenient for those inhabitants to associate
or connect with them, for the time being, directly or indi-
rectly:

Therefore, this Convention, being fuUy convinced that
it is necessary that every individual in the United States oj
America should exert themselves to their utmost ability in
the defence of the liberties thereof, and that this Conven-
tion may the better satisfy the publick of their punctual
attachment to the said common cause, at present as weB as
heretofore, we do make and subscribe the following, viz:
We, the subscribers, inhabitants of that district of land
commonly called and known by the name of the New-
Hampshire Grants, being legally delegated and authorized
to transact the publick and political affairs of the aforesaid
district of land, for ourselves and constituents, do solemnly
C'Ovenant and engage that for the time being we will strictly
and religiously adhere to the several resolves passed in this
or a future Convention, constituted on said district, by the
free voice of the friends to American liberties, that shall not
be repugnant to the resol ves of tbe honourable Continental
Congress, relative to tbe general cause of America.

DaTidVallance, John Gale, Michael Dunning,
Samuel Bemon, GideonOrmsby, Moses Robinson,
Ira Allen, James Mead, Nathaniel Robinson,
John Manley, Jonas Fay, ReubenJones,
Abraham Underhill, Edward Aikin, Seth Warner,
William Gage, Joseph Bradley, MichaelVeal,
Martin Powell, Elisha Clark, Jeremiah Clark,
Reuben Harmon, Zaccheus Mallery, Lemuel Bradley,
Nathan Clark, John Burnham, Jun, Abner Sealy,
BenjaminCarpenter, Nehemiah How, ObadiahDunham,
Timothy Bronson, Francis Whitmore, Ebenezer Allen,
William Ward, Joseph Woodward, SamuelSafford,
Thomas Tuttle, Leonard Spaulding, William Fitch,
EbenezerHoisington,Amos Custice, Timothy Barker,
Abraham Ives, Samuel Write, Heman Allen.

InGeneral Convention, New-Hampshire Grants, ~
Dorset, September 25, 1776. 5

Whereas the difference which has for a number of years
last past subsisted between the State of Mw- York and the
inhabitants of the said New-Hampshire Grants, relative to
the title of tbe lands on said district, has not as yet subsided,

Resolved, therefore, by this Convention, That no law or
laws, direction or directions, from the State of New-York,
should be accepted; neither will they hold themselves bound
thereby.

Extract from the Minutes: JONAS FAY, Clerk.

In Convention oj Fifty-Six Representatives Jrom the several
Counties and Towns oj the NEW-HAMPSHIRE GRANTS,
holden at DORSET, 25th oj SEPTEMBEJ;t,1776, by ad-
journment.*'

For a Colonel refusing or neglecting to comply witb any
orders from this Convention, to pay a fine of thirty-three
..Extracls of ,\linntos of the General Convention, NEW -HAMP SHIREGRANTS,

25th of SEPTEMBER, 1776.

Resolved, That the Committee of WaT lire hereby invested with suffi-
dent power to hear I\n~ d~termine, any complaint brought by a commis-
sioned officer of the Millua on said Grants for neglect of duty, and to
proceed against them, or either of th~m, to coIle'?t by war.rant or e)tecu-

tion from under the hand of the Ch'prman of saId Commlltee, such fine
and fines as heretofore appointed by the Convention, and the Field-Offi-
cers of Militia in like manner to hear and determine any complaint
ae;ainst any the other commissioned officers of their respective regiments,
and to award exeClition in manner and form as before prescri!Jed; and
in like manner the Captains and subaltern officers of each regiment to

dollars; for a Lieutenant-Colonel neglecting to obey his
commanding officer, twenty-five dollars; Major, twenty dol-
lars; Captain, fourteen dollars; Lieutenant or Adjutant,
nine dollars; Ensign or Quartermaster, seven dollars; Ser-
geant or Clerk, two dollars; Corporal, Drummer, or Fifer,
one and a half dollars; Sentine], one dollar. If a Soldier
drafted in any particular service, and absconding, shall be
subject to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars, and an Officer in
proportion as above.

That the Committeeof War have full power to hear any
complaint against any Field-Officers for neglect of their duty,
and to proceed against them, or either of them, to collect by
warrant or execution from under their hands such fine or
fines as appointed by this Convention. In like manner the
above-said Field-Officers to try all the commissioned officers
in their respective regiments for the time being; said warrants
to be directed to some suitable person to collect the same.
And in like manner two commissioned officersof each com-
pany try a1l non-commissioned officersand soldiers, to award
in the same manner as above; said fines to be used or ap-
plied to furnish themselves with arms and ammunition that
are not able to furnish themselves with arms and other ac-
coutrements as required; and that each non-commissioned
officer and private provide himself with a suitable gun,
and one pound of powder, four pounds of bullets fit for bis
gun, six flints, powder-horn, cartouch-box, or bullet-pouch,
a sword, bayonet, or tomahawk; and for the want of a gun,
to pay a fineof two dollars on each time so requestedto
appear under arms, and for want of each other accoutre-
ment the sum of a dollar, wben required as aforesaid.

Fines Jor each day's neglect.-A Colonel,£,1 16s.;
Lieutenant-Colonel, £, 1 10s.; Major, 18s.; Captain, 16s.;
Lieutenant, 14s.; Adjutant or Ensign, 12s.; Quartermaster,
lOs.; Sergeant or Clerk, 8s.; Corporal, 6s.; Drummer
and Fifer, 4s.; Sentinel, 3s. 6d.

That the Committee of War be, and are hereby, em-
powered to issue their warrants in the name and by the
authority of this Convention, to the several Field-Officers
in the Militia on the district of the New-Hampshire Grants.
Tha~ on any sufficient notice received from the General or
Commander-in-Chief of any of the Armies of the United
States oj America, or the honourableContinentalCongress,
requesting the assistance of the Militia, to march immediately
to the relief of such part of the Continent as they may be
requested to; and in case any person legally warned or no-
tified justly belonging to any or either of the Company or
Companies of the Militia on said district, shall refuse on such
notification to attend and perform the duty enjoined on hirii
or them by the officers of the Regiments to which he or they
do or may belong, that they be fined, unless sufficient excuse
be rendered to the said Committee of War.

Extract from the Minutes:
IRA ALLEN, Assistant Clerk.

&tracts oj the Votes and Proceedings oj General Conven-
tion, held at DORSET, on the NEW-HAMPSHIRE GRANTS,
by adjournment, the 25th, 26th, and 27th days oj SEP-
TEMBER,in 1776.

2. Voted that tbe Records of tbe Proceedings of this
Convention, held at this place, from the 16th of January
try all non-commissioned offieers and soldiers in theiT respective regi-
ments, said fines to be applied to furnish those soldiers in said regiment
with arms, ammunition, and accoutrements, &c., as are not able to fur-
nish themselves.

Resolved, That each non-commjssioned otlicer and soldier immediate] y
furnish himself with a good gun, with a bayonet, sword, or tomahawk,
one pound powder, four pounds of bullets suitable for his gun, six
flints, powder-horn, cartouch-box, or -bullet-pouch; and for want of a
gun, to pay a fine of two dollars on each day required to appear under
arms, and for want of each other accoutrement the sum of half a dollar.

Resolved, That the Committee of War be, and they are hereby, em-
powered to issue their warrants to the several Field-Officers of Militia
on the district of the Now-Hampshire Gmnts, on any sufficient notice re-
ceived from the General or other Commander-in-Chief of any of the
Armies of the Unit~d Slales of JbneriCfl, or from the honourf\ble the C..n-
tinenral Congress, requiring the assistance of the Militia, commanding
the several officers and soldiers of such regiment immediately to collect,
with ~ch necessaries as the route may require, and repair forthwith to
such part of the United States as they may be required; and in caseany
commissi(;med. non-cor,nmissioned officer or soldier who shall be ]egally
warned, Justly belongmg to f\ny the Company or Companies of such
Militia, shall refuse or. n,eglect on s,uch notification to attend and perform
the,dutyor dunes enJomed on him by the officers of the Regiment to
whtch he or they do or may belong, that the officer, non-commissioned
officer! or soldier, so refusin~ or neglecting to do and perform the duty
or duties so required" be subject to the p,aym~nt of such fin~ respectively
as shall be laid on him or them at the diSCre110n of the sf\ld Committee
of War.



529 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &:c., SEPTEl\1BER, 1776. 530

last to this time, be read, to give light to those gentlemen
Delegates fi'om the east side of the Green J[ountains in
particular, and the whole in general.

6. Voted to make a general list of the names of those
of the several Towns on the New-Hampshire Grants, who
have signed the General Association voted by the last
Convention to be signed.

7. Voted that no Member of this Convention be per-
mitted to speak more than three times to one cause, at one
sitting, without leave of the Board.

8. Voted that the Association originally signed be re-
turned to the Clerk of this Convention, at their next silting
at Westminster, the last Wednesday of October next.

9. Voted to submit the Vote relative to making applica-
tion to the Continental Congress for a new State, to those
gentlemen delegated from the east side of the Moulltains,
for their consideration, which they report, or have reported,
their acquiescence therein.

10. Voted to show our minds, whether we will take
every suitable or proper step to obtain to be a separate or
distinct State by ourselves; and it passed in the atiirmative,
not one dissenting vote.

II. Voted to choose seven persons for a Committee to
form.a plan for ~uture proceedings, and report to this Con-
ventIOn.

12. Choose Colonel William Marsh, Doctor Jonas Fay,
Doctor Reuben Jones, Captain Ira Allen, Colonel Thomas
Chittenden, Colonel Bp-njamin Carpenter, and Colonel
James Rogers, a Committee for the above purpose.

14. Voted that a compact or covenant be made and
subscribed by the M"tmbers of this Convention, for them-
selves and constituents, for the security of their common
liberties and properties, in conjunction with the free and
independent States of America.

15. Voted that the above covenant be made and sub-
scribed at this meeting; and that the sev~ral Counties on
the New-Hampshire Grants be furnished with a copy, to
be signed by the several individuals to be returned to this
Convention.

16. Voted that some covenant or compact be entered
into by this Convention.

17. Voted that Colonel William J{arsh, Colonel ~j}[oses
Robinson, Mr. Ebenezer Hoisington, Doctor Reuben Jones,
Colonel Thomas Chittenden, and Doctor Aby'ah Durham,
be and are a Committee to form the said covenant, and
report the same to this Convention to-morrow morning.

The foregoing Committee reported to Convention, in the
morning, as follows:

19. Voted that suitable provisions be made that the
whole of the inhabitants of said New-Hampshire Grants,
on each side of the Mountains, be notified, and have proper
opportunity to join and coincide with the measures taken,
and to be taken hereafter, for the benefit of forming said
District into a separate body or State.

20. Voted that Colonel Jacob Bayley, Captain Abner
Sely, and Colonel Jacob Kent, be a Joint Committee to
exhibit the Proceedings of this Convention to the inhabi-
tants of the County of Gloucester, and request them to join
the Association left with them at their County Convention,
held at Hetford, the 13th day of August last; and return
the same by the Delegate or Delegates chosen, or to be
hereafter chosen, to meet and join this Convention at their
next sitting.

21. Voted that it be and is hereby recommended to the
several Chairmen of the several Committees of the several
Towns on the west side the range of Green :Mountains,
on the New-Hampshire Grants, faithfully see to it, that
the Association made at the last sitting of this Committee
be forthwith signed by every individual male inhabitant of
each Town, from sixteen years old and upwards, and that,
for the future, each person subscribe his own name or mark;
that said Association thus signed be returned to Jonas Fay,
the Clerk of this Convention, at or before the next sittinO"
of this COl1\'entioll,on the last Wtdnesda1jof October next
to be Iwld at TVestm1:nater;as also the ~ames and reason~
of those who refuse to sign said Association.

22. Choose Colone] 1f1illiam ltlarah and Captain Ira
Allen to go over the east side of the Mountain, to assist in
collecting their minds and signing of Association in the
Counties of Cumberland and Gloucester.

23. Choose Doctor Jonas Pay, Doctor Reuben Jones,
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and Colonel William ltlarsh, a Committee to draw a remon-
strance or petition to send to the C.ontinental Congress, and
report to this Convention as soon as may be.

24. Voted that Doctor Jonas Fay write an answer to
Doctor John Wheelock's letter.

25. Voted that the Committees of Safety for the several
Towns on the New-Hampshire Grants be legally invested
with the same power as other Committees of Safety for
other Towns in any of the fi'ee States in America.

26. Voted that a sufficient Gaol be made on the west
side of the range of Green Mountains, at such place as
shall h.ereafter be agreed on, for securing Tories, &c.

27. Voted that Nathan Clark, Esq., Captain Michael
Veal, Captain Samuel Benton, Major Jeremiah Clark, and
Colonel James Mead, be and are hereby appointed !l Com-
mittee to assign the place for erecting a Gaol as above, and
prescribe some method for effecting the same as soon as
may; and report to this Convention as soon as they con-
veniently can.

28. Voted that every Colonel issue his orders, immedi-
ate]y, to his several Captains, to muster their Companies,
and to take the number of men gone in the service, and
what service, and how many at lKJme,and their arms and
ammunition; and the Colonels to make their returns to the
Committee of War, and they to this Convention.

34. That Doctor Reuben Jrmes and Lieutenant Spauld-
ing wait, and take the Proceedings of this Convention, and
deliver to their constituents.

35. That thirteen Members from this Convention to the
Convention on the other side.

36. It's recommended for every Town to send one
Member.

38. Voted that Jonas Fay, Colonel William 111arsh,and
Doctor Jones, be a Committee to prepare a Petition to the
honourable Continental Congress.

46. That as it appears that the Town of Arlington are
principally Tories, yet the friends of liberty are ordered to
warn a meeting, and choose a Committee of Safety, and
conduct as other Towns. If they meet with opposition, to
make application to the Committees of Safety of the neio-h-
bOUl'ing Towns for assistance.

0

47. That Colonel Benjamin Carpenter, of Guilford,
notify Hinsdale, lIalifax, and Guilford; Captain Francis
Whitmore, of New-ltlarlborough, notify New-ltlarlborough,
Brattlebor01tgh, and Draper; Lieutenant Leonard Spauld-
ing and Captain Samuel Fletcher notify Putney and New-
Fain, Townsend, and Dummerston, for the purpose of the
within Resol ves.

49. That this Convention he adjourned to Wednesday,
the 30th day of October next, to be held at the Court
House at TVestminster,at ten o'clock in the forenoon.

A true copy from the original. Attest:
JONASFAY, Clerk of said Convention.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Ticonderoga, September 2-2, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your favours of the 14th, 16th, and
17th instant, are now before me. In return, I have' the
pleasure to send you, enclosed, General Arnold's letters to
me of the 15th and 16th, together with the examination of
Sergeant Day, a deserter from ColoITe] ~Maclean's Regiment,
formerly a Sergeant in Captain Lamb's company of artil-
lery; also, the examination of Antoine Girard, a Canadian.
The men themselves will be with you soon, as they set out
this day for Albany. The Sergeant has the appearance of
an open, honest felJow, well attached. The old Canadian
General Arnold has in his letter given reasons for suspect~
ing, which are strongly increased by what you will find
enclosed f!"Ommy Secretary.

I am convinced you have done every thing in your power
to procure the cordage, &c., wanted for the row-galleys, as
I must gratefuJJy acknowledge you have constantly done, to
send every supply demanded for the troops here.

As the command you mention is going to devolve upon
me, is total1y unsought for and unsolicited, I must in truth
and sincerity assure you, that it is an honoUl' from the pos-
session of which I cannot receive the sllJallest satisfaction,
unless you will suffer me to hope that you will continue to
give every aid which your experience, interest, and authority,
so preeminently supply. The business of this pampaign,



531 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 532

with the clirnate, &c., &c., has so worn me down, that [

believe all honour or command will be to me no more than
the last blaze of the candle. I devoted myself to the
service when 1 entered it, and will, while J am able,
continue to serve. If we finish triumphantly, our posterity
will be happy, and in process of time, I hope, all mankind
free. These are objects of higher import than a million of
lives such as mine.

I am, dear General, your affectionate and most obedient,
humble servant, Ho. GATES.

Isle la Motte, September 15, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your favour of the 12th instant was
delivered me last night, by Ensign Botsford, who narrowly
escaped being lost in his passage down, and was obliged to
throw overboard the barrels of provision, to Tighten his bat-
teau. I am happy to find you approve of my returning
from the Isle-aux- TCtes. Our present situation is five miles
to the southward of Point-au-Fer, and two miles to the
southward of the north end of Isle la Motte, at a part of the
island, where that Lake is one and a half to two miles over.
To the southward of us there is no part of the Lake less
than two miles over, and entirely out of the reach of any
batteries that can possibly be erected by the enemy, of
whose naval force J have been able to procure no other
intelligence than from a deserter, Thomas Day, whom I
have sent you by Ensign Botsford, with his examina-
tion, which is enclosed. I have heard nothing from Lieu-
tenant Whitcomb, or Ensign McCoy, since they left the
Isle-aux-Noix, from which a man returned from each party,
who agree that there is about one thousand men encamped
there. They saw no water cmft except batteaus.

I have despatched a Frenchman to St. John's for intel-
ligence, whom I found in the bay of ft'lissisqui; he has
promised to return in four days with intelligence. If I hear
nothing from St. John's soon, I design making a remove to
the Island Valcour, until joined by the three galleys. There
is a good harbour, and if the enemy venture up the Lake, it
will be impossible for them to take advantage of our situa-
tion. If we should slJcceed on our attack on them, it will be
impossible for any of them to escape; if we are worsted,
our retreat is open and free; in case of wind, which generally
b]ows fresh at this season, our craft wiJl make good weather
when their batteaus cannot keep the Lake.

I am glad to hear General Waterbury has taken charge
of the galleys. I make no doubt they will soon be com-
pleted. My best pilot I sent up by Major Greer.

I requested General Schuyler to send Ii)!' four Captains
of the galleys, since which I have appointed only two. At
that time three galleys were nearly finished, and four others
ordered to be put on the stocks, which still left a vacancy
for one Captain. Captain TVarner is one of the four which
was requested; one of the others I wish sent for the Royal
Savage, the third for the galley on the stocks, and the fourth
for one of the otbers ordered to be built, which ought to be
put on the stocks long ere this. The greatest part of the
timber was cut for the four last galleys before I left Skeens-
borough; and as the carpenters and materials are procured,
will it not be prudence and economy to have them com-
pleted?

In my last I wrote 'you we were victualled to the 20th
instant. In that ca1cuTationI computed ten barrels of pork
and twenty of flour, left at Crown-Point, which I ordered
to be sent down in the gondola. The order was neglected
and the provisionleft behind,so that the supply sent now
will victual us no longer than the 26th instant, unless sup-
plied by the inhabitants on the Lake, of which there is little
prospect. Cannot a Frenchmanor two, who is acquainted
in Canada, and can be depended upon, be sent me with
the tobacco?

I keep the two small schooners continually cruising above
and below us. The countersign is never given until four
o'clock. Two guard-b?ats are posted every night two miles
below us, at a proper dIstance, to discover the approach of
the enemy; another boat goes the rounds every two hours
all night; every ship keeps half their men constantly on
deck under arms and matches lighted. It will be impossible
for the enemy to surprise us.

.

I am greatly obliged to you for the friendly notice you
have taken of me in your pub]ick letter, which, I make no
doubt, will have the desired effect.

I am surprised you have received no particular accounts
of the baule on Long-loland. The severe check the enemy
have met with will doubtless dispirit them greatly, and will,
I hope, prove a happy pre]ude to future sllccess. I hope
you will soon have the particulars of the affair. The Act
of Independence I will send, agreeable to your directions.

I am, with spntiments of respect and esteem, dear Gen-
eral, your affectionate, humble senant,

B. ARNOLD.

Isle fa Motte, September 16', ]776.

DEAR GENERAL' The hard gale of yesterdayprevented
my sending back Ensign Botsford. This morning at one
o'clock, Antoine Geroure, whom I mentioned to have sent
to St. John's, returned, and gives the following account,
viz: That at Isle-aux-Noix there are three thousand troops
encamped, and forty pieces of cannon mounted on their
lines. At St. John's are three thDusand men, one hundred
and fifty batteaus; and he was told by a Frenchman two
hundred batteaus were at Chamblee, and a party of men
sent down to fetch them up; that two schooners were com-
pleted and manned, one mounting twelve and the other
fourteen brass twelve-pounders; the small vessels on the
stocks to carry three guns each; one gondola taken from us
and three new ones built there, to mount three guns each;
a number of flat-bottomed boats and batteaus, to carry one
€iun each, and a floating battery with two masts, nearly
aone, to carry twenty-four eighteen-pounders and two mor-
tars. He imagines the whole will be completed in a fortnight.
He has brought a pass from the Isle-aux-Noix, from which
and the distance he had to go, the bad weather and time he
has been gone, I believe he has been no farther than the
Ele-aux-Noix, and that he has been enjoined by the officer
there to give the foregoingaccount. Had not they been
convinced he was in their interest, I don't imagine they
would have suffered him to return. He formerly lived
with jYetcalf, whom he says is gone to St. John's, now
remains at a French house opposite the Isle-aux-Motte,
where Sergeant Day says a number of deserters were lately
taken, betrayed to the Indians by the Frenchman. I have
every reason to think him placed as a spy on us. J have
therefore scnt him to you, to be disposed of as you may
think proper. I had promised him fifty dollars, provided
he procuredan exact account of the strength of the enemy.
Agreeable to the accounts I received from others, from the
accounts of the two men who have viewed the Isle-aux-
Noix, one of whom I nowsend, the accounts of thisFrench-
man must be 1a]se,and a story formed for him by one of the
English officers.

I have heard nothing of Lieutenant Whitcomb,or Ensign
McCoy, and am very apprehensive for their safety, as the
woods are fu]] of Indians.

I am, respectfully, dear General, your obedient, humble
servant, B. ARNOLD.
To Hon. ~ajor-General Gates.

Examination of Sergeant THOMASDAY, of Colonel MAc-
I,EAN'S Regiment, late of Captain LAMB's Company,
who deserted from POINT-AUX-TREMBLES,between MON-
TREALand SORREL, with two others, the 31st AUGUST.

Says: That the wbole of his Regiment were quartered
at Point-aux-Trembles; that there are at Quebeck twelve
hundred of the foreign troops; the Thirty-Fourth Regiment
are at Trois Rivieres and Sorrel; three Companies of the
Twenty-Ninth Regiment at ])fontreal, two Companies, with
Colonel Johnston and his Indians, at Lachine. The re-
mainder of the army at St. John's, Chamblee, and the Isle-
aux-Noix. The whole army in Canada he says he has
heard the officerscompute at seven thousand men, including
foreigners. The Ninth, Twentieth, Twenty-First, Twenty-
Fourth, Twenty-Ninth, Thirty-First, Thirty-Fourth, and
Forty-Seventh Regiments are included in the above.
That there are no Canadians in the King's service; that
they are much oppressed and robbed of every thing by the
Regulars, obliged to work without being paid for it, and
universal1ywish we were in possessionof the country again.
That he heard there were two schooners taken to pieces
and brought up to St. John's, to carry six pounders and ten
swivelseach. That he understood there were two or three
more sloops and schooners,with some gondolas and floating
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batteries, building at St. John's. That he frequentJy heard
for a fortnight before he deserted, that the army were in a
few days to cross the Lake for Crown-Point. That the
troops at Quebeck were very sickly and many died, as well
as at Chamblee, St. John's, and the Isle-anx-Noix, in par-
ticular the foreigners at the latter places; they were attacked
with tbe fever and flux. That fifty men had signed an
agreement to desert together, but were betrayed by one of
the company, when part of them were condemned to be
sent to Senegal during life. That two men deserted with
him, whom he parted with the day before.

B. ARNOLD.
On hoard the Royal Savage, September 12, 1776.

Examination of ANTOINE GIRARD, a CANADIAN, and a
tenant of 1tIr. SIMONMETCALF, on ]\hSSIS~Ul BAY, sent
to TICONDEROGAby General ARNOLD, and interrogated
in the FRENCH languaf!e in the presence and by tILe order
oj the HonfJurable JYlajor-General GATES; with some
circumstances which may assist the Honourable 1tlajor-
General SCHUYLERin forming a right judgment of this
pnsoner.

Antoine Girard was brought to Ticonderoga about the
latter end of July, f!'Om Crown-Point, having been taken
when coming from St. John's, by a scouting party detached
by Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley, the commanding officer at
Crown-Point. Girard, who appeared a harmless, unin:
telligent man, was detained here some weeks, and after-
wards sent back, upon Mr. ]}1etcalf's clerk answering for
his good behaviour.

He says that about the latter end of August, Mr. Met-
calf having heard a great cannonade, which continued a con-
siderable time, and was judged to be about Isle-aux-Noix,
he was anxious concerning the cause and event, and to
obtain information, went towards the Lake, but was taken
by a party of Indians, at the carrying place, from lVfissis7ci
Bay to Isle-allx-Noix, and carried to St. John's, as he,
Girard, was afterwards informed of by General Frazer.

On the 10th of September, Mrs. ltletcalf being exceed-
ingly uneasy at Mr. Metcalf's not coming back, sent Girard
to inquire what was the cause of her husband's delay.
Girard proceeded to the house of one Thomas, a French-
man, who lil'es between Missiski and the Lake, about four
miles from that part of Isle la Motte, where he found our
fleet.

He pretends he did not know before he came to Thomas's,
that General Arnold was stationed there, and that he went
to the fleet in order to know whether our troops had not
taken Mr. Metcalf, who General Arnold told him had not
been made a prisoner uy any of his officers, and if taken,
must have been carried off by the English troops.

Girard says that General Arnold proposed to him to go
to St. John's on the pretence of inquiring about Mr. Met-
calf, and considering him as a trusty man, promised him fifty
dollars should he bring good intelligence, but forbade him
to mention to the enemy that he had seen our fleet. Girard
confesses that as he perceived nobody on board the fleet
seemed to know he had been lately suspected of acting as
a spy for the enemy, and brought to Ticonderoga as suoh,
he concealed that circumstance from General Arnold, and
proceeded on the 12th instant as a spy in our service to Isle-
aux-Noix, where he saw next day General Frazer, who
knew him long befixe, and let him go to St. John's.

Girard says he was informed there were three thousand
men at Isle-aux-Noix, but does not belielre it. He saw at
a distance two vessels at St. John's, one of which he be-
lieves mounts fourteen eight or twelve-pounders; another,
supposed a gondola, rigged in a very odd manner, which
would carry, some said, twenty-two heavy guns, and be
ready within a fortnight. The enemy have three galleys,
and a great number of batteaus, besides one floating battery.
There is no General officer, but a Colonel at St. John's.
Two hundred Canadians and fifty Regulars are near River
a-la- Colle, and a guard of fifty men daily relieved there, at
one Stout's, a tailor. He likewise says that nine Indians,
with a Canadian interpreter, were sent off as a sconting
party the 10th instant, to carry off some prisoners from this
camp, and were to land about six miles below Crown-Point,
whence they were to march along the mountains to the
skirts of our encampment, and wait for an opportunity to
execute their design.

Ticonderoga, Sepember 20, 1776.

I have faithfully interpreted and related in the preceding
writing, the particulars reported by Antoine Girm'd as

,therein mentioned. W M.CLAJON,
Secretary to Major-General Gates.

H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Schenectady, September 25, 1776.

DEARSIR: I find by a good many charges that I have
been. at, by transporting the baggage of two regiments up
this river, and by forwarding some provisions to JohnstoW'fl
in wagons,which could not be done by boats, that I shall
have occasion for some more money. I would be glad to
know if I could gel a warrant for the same.

I am very sorry to learn that you are going to resign your
commission, though the reason is best known to yourself.

I can assure you with pleasure, that every thing to the
westward is in good order. There is a good stock of pro-
visions at Fort Stanwix, German Flats, and Johnstown.

The bearer hereof is Mr. Haramanus V. Slyck, who has
signed the Association, and is a friend of the cause. I
recommend him to you for a pass for himself and two more
to go with necessaries for the army to Ticonderoga. In
givinghim a pass,will be acknowledgeda favour done to,
deal' sir, your most obedient servant, H G. LEN.
To Major-GeneralSchuyler.

UDNEY HAY TO CAPTAIN RAYMOND.

September 25, 1776.

SIR : You will please ride out. to the party who have
been employed in making a road from Mount Independence
to Otter Creek. The entrance to the road you wiJI be
shown by any of the soldiers on Mount Independence. You
will please observe if the road is properly made, if the
stumps are cut sufficiently low, and the necessary bridO'es
made over such gullies or miry places as cattle would ~ot
be able to pass over when the rainy season comes on. You
will follow MI'. Avery's directions with respect to the method
necessary to furnish the party with provisions. There is a
Colonel Barrett, who is making a bridge over Otter Creek,
to whom you will be directed the nighest road by the first
party you go to. Acquaint Colonel Barrett that the Gen-
eral desires an exact account of what he has been doing, at
the same time make such a survey of it yourself, as will
enable you to form an opinion whether the party has been
sufficiently diligent. Wishing you a good ride, am, sir,
yours, &c., U HDNEY AY,

A. D. Quartermaster-General.
To Captain Edward Raymond.

EDWARD RAYMOND TO COLONEL HAY.

September 27, 1776.

In obedience to your order of the 25th instant, I pro-
ceeded to l}fount Independence, entered the new road, and
passed on about eight miles; surveyed the road as I passed,
found it cleared about one rod wide, with bridges where
wanting. Gave the officer of the party Mr. Avery's direc-
tions as to provisions; then proceeded by marked trees about
twelve miles to the old road leading to Crown-Point-
found the land broken aod ridgy, bad to clear. 26th, I
passed on to Otter Creek, which I judge to be twelve or
fourteen miles, where I found Colonel Barrett wilh a party
building a bridge over said creek; the abutments laid; one
pair tre3tles raised; the others, with the whole of the bridge,
appeared to me to be near ready to raise. 27th, returned
back.

EDWARD RAYMOND, TV. ~7Jfaster.

To Colonel Hay.

COLONEl, HARTLEY TO dENERAL ST. CLAIR.

Mount Hartley, Crown-Point, September 25, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: You will think it odd that I should he
troubling you when I have nothing materi\ll to commu-
nicate.

Ensign Sannders mentions that the English employ no
savages, yet we every day are informed that hundreds of
them watch our fleels and take every opportunity in com-

""
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pany with the Regulars to annoy us. They charge us with
barbarism, \yhen they every day practise it. They are
certainly put to shifts when they call on such scandalous
allies.

I find there is weight in what you said about the enemy's
approaching this fall. They will certainly attempt, I be-
lieve; but if the gal1eys get down in time they will be
disappointed. Should the fleet come up to Split-Rock,
which perhaps would be very proper, the Indians on the
Lake will pursue it. They will, doubtless, if they have
any strength, pay us a visit here. Should they, I believe
we will sweat them, especially if we can give you timely
notice, so as to assist us in cutting off their retreat. I find
the enemy have a very despicable opinion of us; this may,
perhaps, lead them into a scrape some day or other, which
may not be far off.

Since my return from Head-Quarters, my people have
been employed in making huts, &c., and will soon be com-
fortable. If we had some more of the bark we would do
well. Such as are in health are real1y in good spirits.

I have just now sent off two scouts to the westward, with
three days' provision, to see if they can discover any thing
of an enemy. They are two expert men; they will stand
no great chance of being taken should an enemy be in the
way, and will be very likely to bring us intelligence. My
parties down the Lake made no discoveries lately.

Should any thing material happen at any time in this
quarter, I shall immediately communicate it to Head-Quar-
ters. If there is any thing new from New- York, I would
be glad to hear by the bearer. I ~o not expect you to an-
swer every letter I trouble you with, as your department
will not, perhaps, grant you as much leisure as my situation
does me.

I am, dear General, with best respects to Colonels
Wayne, De Haas, and JohnstoTf, your most humble and
respectful servant, T HHOS. ARTLEY.

To General St. Clair.

P. S. I hope to see you here this week in one of the
galleys.

State of CONNECTICUT-By the GOVERNOUR:

All persons in this State who have any demands for ser-
vices, or disbmsements for publick service, in the Northern
department, are directed to prepare wel1-authenticated ac-
counts of the same, and exhibit or procure them to be
exhibited to the honourable Commissioners of the Conti-
nental Congress, now sitting at Albany, in the State of
New- York, for adjustment and payment. And the several
printers in this State are required to insert this notice in their
newspapers as soon as may be. .

Given under my hand in Lebanon, the :25th day of Sep-
tember, Anno Domini 1776. J

.
TONATHAN RUMBULL.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Lebanon, September 25,1776.

SIR: I am honouredwith your favourof the 15th instant,
and thank you for the Indian treaty. I have taken copies
and returned the-originals by my son.

That you have sent Congress a resignation of your com-
mand-that you are obliged to vindicate your character by
publishing a narrative of your conduct, are matters I cannot
hear of but with deep concern. I make no doubt of your
ability to justify yourself, yet fear the consequences of such
an appeal, at this time especially. I wish to see your char-
acter stand as fairwith the world as it does with me, but
cannot wish that Congress should accept your resignation,
that your ability and zeal should be lost to yoUI' country,
when she most needs them, or that matters of so much deli-
cacy and importance as those which have passed through
your hands, and have been under your direction, should be
laid open to the world, when our enemies may derive such
advantages from the discovery, and our friends be discour-
aged and disheartened. May I prevail with you to suspend
your publication a little while? Perhaps your character may

be vindicated from the aspersions you conceive it to labour
under, from another quarter, 3;nd in a manner more honour-
able to you and less unhappy for our country. Your resolu-
tion to continue to love and serve your country to the utmost

of your power, in a private station, does you much honour,
and corresponds with the idea 1 have entertained of your
patriotism; but I flatter myself I shall yet continue to see
you fill and adorn a sphere of greater extent and usefill-
ness.

I am at a loss to conceive how troops at Skeensborough
came to be in want of salt, vinegar, &c., when such sup-
plies were at Fort George; or if they were supplied, how I
could be informed they were destitute. Perhaps some want
9f attention in the Commissaries may have given occasion
for it.

In behalf of this State, I sincerely thank you for your
attention, both formerly and now, to provide for the relief
of the unhappy sick in that army. I hope it will in event
prove as happy and effectual for them as it is honourable to
you.

I shaH publish to all persons in this State to repair to
Albany to adjust thpir accounts with the Commissioners of
Congress; and advise General Wooster according to your
request.

I am, sir, with great
humble servant,

To General Schuyler.

truth and regard, your ohedient,

JONTH. TRmlBuLL.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL GATES.
Lebanon, September :!5, 1776.

SIR : Your favour of the 16th instant I had the honour
to n~ceive the :21st, by the return of our post-rider.

I am glad to hear there is so near a prospect of our troops
being relieved, by the approaching season, from the predom-
inant plague of the Lake, which it seems is inevitable and
must be endured, with this only gleam of comfort, that our

enemy's end of the ship will sink first.
That our troops should be officered with persons of au-

thority, and sense to exert it properJy, is doubtless just. We
should be happy always to know how to distinguish and
select such men; but they cannot weH be known until they
are tried, and their true and just character in service is not
always attained. It would be of service to the States, and
happy for the future army, might such officers, as upon trial
are found to fall within yom description, be pointed out and
known at home; for the rest, we must make the best choice
in our power, and trust the event. Indeed, it seems but just
that stich as serve with ability and honour should have the
credit of it; such as fail, as it will often happen without
their fault, cannot justly consider the applause given to
others as a censure upon themselves. They are willin" to
serve. their country, but unhappily have not the requ~ite
capacity.

The late moveme~ts and skirmishes at New- York, I pre-
sume you are better IOformed of tban I am. I hope it will
be in the General's power to make an effectual stand on the
ground he has now taken possession of. .

It is expected that a new army will soon be formed, and
inlistments for that purpose will take place with you. We
shall be .happy to be furnished with such inteHigence as will
enable us in tbe best manner to serve the army and promote
die publick service.

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem, your obedient,
humbleservant, JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JOHN TRUMBULL.

Lebanon, September 25, 1776.

DEAR So~: I have before me yours of the 16th, per
Brown. When I wrote last I had nothing new to write
you from New- York. Since that time I have from C010nel
Williams the account from Congress relative to their send

ing Dr. Franklin, J. Adam.s, and E. Rutledge, Commis-
sioners to treat with Lord Howe and General Howe. That
you may see the whole affilir in the light he sendsit me I
have enclosed the principal materials he sends me. 'It
seems the conference with Lord Howe came to nothing.
He has no powers but to pardon.

The Rebels who need pardon from the King of Britain.
are not yet discovered. We disclaim the name, and judO'e
that our rights and privileges have been injurious]y invade~J.
Our sins against God, the supreme director of all events,
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call us to repentance and reformation, and to look to him
for pardon, and humbly to trust in him for his salvation and
deliverance from our destroyers.

You will probably receive accounts from your friends
near New- York, of the late action on Monday se'nnight near
that city, more full than I am able to give. Our acquaint-
ance with it is very various. The best I have is from your
brother, by his"letter dated Colonel Cortlandt's, near King's
Bridge, 18th September. Copy of his intelligence is en-
closed. It is probable his may not be so complete, and the
number killed, wounded, taken of our enemies, so many as
they really are; because letters from several who were in the
action mention much gl'eater numbers, and that our party
took from the enemy three or four fi~ld-pieces,with the car-
tridges prepared for them, and turned them upon the enemy.
Surely we shall both have more certain inteJligence. Your
brother Jonathan hath been with me for more than one
week, and Colonel Jedediah Huntington returned here fi'om
camp more than a fortnight since. He is finally recovered.
His fever and night-sweats left him his spirits better restored
than' his flesh and strength. Yesterday morning he and
Jonathan both set out for the army near New- York. From
the latter you'll have a {uller account from thence tban can
at present be sent from hence.

I am rejoiced to find the Northern army in so much bet-
ter condition than Ahey have been. Have you any views
of attacking the enemy at St. John's, if they don't think
proper to meddle with you? I knew not the affair between
Arnold and Wynkoop before I received your information,
Your brother at Albany did not know it fully. I shall
expect the return made out for me. I wish to be fully
acquainted with your circumstances and. wants, that no
relief from hence may be wanted. The old guns, which
want considerable repairs, I think had best be sent hither.

Your mother, brother David, sister Williams, and all our
connexions, are in usual health; send their love to you,
with their best wishes for your health, safety, and happiness.
David is very busy in supplying cattle for tbe army. Cap-
tain Walter Hyde went into the service with a company of
volunteers, to New- York. He was seized with the dysen-
tery, returned as far as Horse-Neck, and died. Gambole
went with him; anxious to get home when sick increased
his disorder, and died on the last Lord's day.

Nine of our Eastern regiments, consisting likely of three
thousand men, commanded by Brigadier-General Salton-
stall, and three hundred Light-Horse, under the command
of Major Backus, are gone to the aid of General Washing-
ton's army.

You will always remember that tbe business of religion
ouuht to be the daily concern of our lives. Virtue ought to
be'"the object of all government, and especially of that of
ourselves. Profaneness is a fashionable vice in the army.
It is one of the most foolish and unaccountable sort.

THADDEUS BURR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fairfield, September 25,1776.

SIR: Agreeable to your directions, through your Secre-
tary, we have disposed of the prisoners of war sent us per
General Heath, in the following manner, viz: Lieutenant
John Ragg, and his servant Benjamin Jones, we have sent
to the Committee of Middletown; Sergeant David TVallace,
Corporal Thomas Pike, Edward Gibbon, William Smith,
Isaac Hughs, Thomas Harriman, John Woodward, Ed-
word Cavil, William Williams, William COQtney,Stephen
Webber, John Smith, Sa.muel ~lorsel, Thomas Sorrel, Jos.
Destant, William Jones, William Pearce, John Hopkins,
Ifenry Weston, Evan Evans, and John iJ1orton, privates,
we sent to the Committee of Wallingford, where they are
placed in the parishes in the interiour part of the country,
acrreeableto rules of Congress. We should have sent them
t(; Litchfield, but upon inquiry found that they already had
a number there. We hope tbe disposition will be satisfac-
tory to your Excellency. As we could find no rule of
Congress how the charges of marching them were to be
defrayed, we took a guard of a Sergeant and six from our
battery, and advanced them a penny "a mile for their sup-
port. Whether we have done right or not we do not know.
The men, we are sensible, could not be marched without
support. We should, therefore, take it as a favour if your
ExcelJency would direct us to whom we are to look for

their billeting for eleven days, and the advanced money for
marching them to the places of their destination.

Weare, with the highest esteem and respect, your Ex-
cellency's most obedient, humble servants.

Signed per order: THADDEUSBURR, Chairman.
To His Excellency General Washington.

P. S. Enclosed is the account as we have made it out.

DEPOSITION OF ELISHA COLE.

Elisha Cole, master of the schooner Triton, bound /i'om
Kennebeck to Cape Franfois, testify and decJare, that on
the 20th day of July last I was taken by the Millford,
man-of-war, John Burr commander, who took from me my
bed, bedding, sea-clothes, and every thing else, except what
I had in my chest. When I got on board Captain Burr,
he asked me, after taking my papers, where my money was.
I answered tbat I had not any. Then he ordered his clerk
to search me, and I was searched accordingly. He then
took away my watch, but returned it. Next morning the
Captain called for me, and demanded the key" of my
chest, and when opened took every thing out of it to search
for money; finding none, they gave me .the chest, and
ordered me to carry it to my berth. On the 25th of July
we discovered a ship, which he took near Newbury bar.
Captain Burr then ordered me to the fourth gun, and the
opposite forward, and compelled me to go, which I was
obliged to do after a long dispute; and my mate and all my
men were put on the ship's books, and compelled to do
duty, and obliged to fight against their American brethren,
as are all the prisoners they take, which I often heard the
officers of the Millford declare. I lelt Halifa,r: the 11th day
of August, leaving my mate and men all on board the Mill-
ford. I told Captain Burr our peopJe gave the masters,
mates, &Lc.,their adventures, and it was very hard to have
my all taken from me. He replied he could not do it; his
people would not allow it ; and swore by God he would not
give me any thing. The Yankee Hero men, by the infor-
mation of the steward and others belonging to the Millford,
had but three-quarters of the common allowance of pro-
visions to seamen for their support, and no allowance of
clothing. ELISHACOLE.

Boston, September 25, 1776.

Suffolk, ss:
EUsha Cole made oath to the truth of the above Depo-

sition, bv him subscribed.
Be'fore me: JOSEPH GREENLEAF, Justice Peace.

CAPTAIN JACKSON TO JOHN AVERY.

"

Newburyport, September 25, 1776.

SIR: There are eight swivel guns in this town that were
I

brought in here the last year by one Captain Johnson, who
was fmm the West-Indies, in the service of this Colony. Our
company would be .glad to purchase them of the State, if
they may be sold, or to borrow them, if to be 1ent-or part
of them, if any are engaged already . Your" making this
application for us to the honourable Board, will much oblige
me, and your sending me their determination per the first
opportunity, will add to the obligations. There is Captain
Roberts (whom I expect to be the bearer of this) will be at
Watertown this week, and returning, by whom please to
write.

I am, sir, your very obedient servant,
JONA. JACKSON.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Council Chamber, Watertown, September 25, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of a request from the honourable
the American Congress, this State have directed one battalion
of their MiJitia to your State, to supply the place of a regi-
ment in the pay of the Continent, lately ordered to reinfQrce
the army at New- York. Your HonoUl' may expect them
soon.

.The General Court have, at the request of Governour
Trumbull, ordered sixty whale-boats to be procured for the
service mentioned in his letter of the 9th instant, a copy of
which is enclosed. They will be forwarded to Rhode-
Islu.ltd, from which place they are to be sent to some conve-
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nient port in Omnecticut; the mode of sending them will he
settled by you and Governour Trumbull. For further par-
ticulars, we beg leave to refer you to General Lincoln, who
will wait on you in his way to New- York.
To Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Providence.

ALEXANDER COFFIN TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.
Boston, September 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to your desire, I have c01lected
the particulars of my voyage from Nantucket to London,
and from thence to the West-Indies and Nantucket, and is
as follows: I sailed in the ship Somerset from Nantucket,
the 27th of August, 1775, with a load of oil, and arrived in
London the 2d October following. There I disposed of my
ship and cargo, and endeavoured to procure a passage back
to Nantucket or some part of America, but by the embar:"
rassments arising from acts of Parliament restraining and
cutting off all trade and communication with the Americans,
I could find no opportunity of a passage back to Nantucket,
and was obliged, in conjunction with Captains Folger, Jen-
kins and Gardner, to purchase a brig for that purpose; and
in order to prevent being liable to be seized or stopped in
our intended return to America by any of the King's ships,
or by any of the officers of the King's customs in London,
we were obliged to conceal our intentions, and by advice of
our American friends there, (who entrusted us with letters
of the utmost importance to Messrs. Hancock, Adams,
Franklin, and Lee,) we put a smallcargo on boardthe brig,
that it might appear we intended a trading voyage, and got
her made an English bottom to cover our intention, which
otherwise we could not have executed. We sailed fi.om
London the 23d of May, 1776, and in the Downs we took
on board Mr. Morris, who was a Major in the British ser-
vice; but he disapproving of their diabolical proceedings
against this country, sold his commission and secured his
effects in London, and took the resolution of proceeding to
Amaica to enter into their service, and it was recommended
to him, by the friends of America, as the most speedy and
safe way to get there. We arrived at the West-Indies the
2d of July, there disposed of our cargo, and took a small
quantity of rum, sugar, and molasses, and cleared out for
Halifax, but intended for the Continent. On the 20th of
July, in latitude 32°, was taken by the Congress privateer,
Captain Craigie, from Philadelphia, who told us that he
belonged to Lord Dunmore's fleet, which caused us to
destroy the bill of sale of our vessel, and many papers
which might have been of service to this country. After-
wards he acknowledged himself to be a Provincial privateer,
which put us in such confusion that we did not know how
to act upon the occasion, and we determined not to open
our minds to him, but to abide by the consequence, for as
he had deceived us in one instance, we did not choose to
give him the opportunity of another, we still believing him
to be one of Lord Dunmore's fleet, and meant to trapan us;
and we were not convinced that he was not one of them till
ten days after, when we came up with a Frenchman loaded
with powder, bound to the Continent, whom he dismissed,
which convinced us that he belonged to the Continent; we
then opened our minds more freely to him, and let him
know that we belonged to the same, and entrusted with the
above-mentioned letters, which were concealed in the brig,
and begged of him to let some of us go in the French ves-
sel, as no one knew where they were concealed except our-
selves, which he utterly refused to do. He also refused to
let anyone of us belonging to the brig proceed in her to
Egg Harbour, but he took every person belonging to her
on board his privateer, with a professed intention to carry
us as far from the Continent as would answer his design of
preventing our arriving in season (as some of his officerstold
us) to claim our right, and recovering our property. He
also took all our money, being in gold, with him, to a very
considerable amount, and proceeded with it on a cruise.
Tbe letters we were charged with to the memhers of the
honourable Congress, &c., were of such importance and
nature as required us to act with the utmost care and cau-
tion; had they been discovered we hazarded our necks
and the necks of the best and sincerest friends of America.
We were further charged with some verbal intelligence,
such as was jud~ed to be too interesting, and in its
consequences too Important and dangerous to be entrusted

in a letter. We also brought off and concealed the afore-
mentioned Major MOl'ris, which if discovered would be 8S
fatal to us as to him, all which we readily took charge of,
as we heartily wished for and interested ourselves in every
measure that might contribute to the information or success
of the American cause, although, as above, we hazarded our
lives in the attempt. The privateer bein!, short of wIller
was obliged to put into Abico, one of the Bahama Islands,
where he put us on board a Nantucket vessel, who was
there after a load of salt; and he also detained five vessels
belonging to New-Providence, while he refitted and took
the mast out of one of the vessels, and made a plize of
another loaded with salt, and sent her to the Continent;
also, out of the five vessels he took twenty negroes, and on
the 19th of August he set sail for Philadelphia, and we at
the same time for Nantucket, where we arrived the 5th
instant.

The Captains Folger and Jenkins, in company with
Major Morris, are gone to Philadelphia, in order to get and
deliver the above-mentioned letters to Messrs. Hancock,
Adams, Franklin, and Lee, and to petition the honou'rable
<?ongress that tbeir pr~perty m~y be restored" and repara-
tIon made them for their detention and sl1ffermO'without
which they and tbeir families will be very great s~frerers, as
tbat of, gentlemen, YOllrmost humble servant,

ALEXANDERCOFFIN.

To the honourableCouncil of the State of lUassachusetts-
Bay.

Nantz, September 26, 1776,

There are here no less than twelve orf6urteen ships bri<Ts
d 1 b

,.
,

0'an ~c 100~ers, ~.c., elongmg to different ports in America,
loadmg wIth mJJltarystores, &c. They bring wheat and
flour in exchange. A large ship left this port yesterday
bound to America, called the Hancock and Adams com-
manded by one Smith. The day before he sailed he was
examined by order of the Commandant, when a quantity of
contraband stores was found on board, which he was obliged
to reland; but the same night ther were all reshipped a<Tain
with a great deal more, particularly two thousand stanOdof
arms, many barrels of gunpowder, and several barrels of
saltpetre, A schooner and a sloop have almost completed
their cargoes, and will sail in a few days. Our comman-
dant takes little or no notice of their proceedin<Tsonly now
and then inspecting a vessel to keep up appea~~ces.

ADVICES FROM THE SOUTHWEST FRONTIER.

On Thursday, the 26th of September, a soldier belonging
to Captain Gilmore's company was killed and scalped near
the main camp of our army. About the same time one of
the inhabitants was killed and another taken prisoner. On
8und~y, the 29th, our spies came in and informed that they
had discovered the tracks of a large party of the enemy
maki?g towards the se~tI~ments; ~pon which, tbat very same
evenmg, Colonel Chnstwn went m quest of them with about
five hundred men, who, after marcbing part of the night and
most of the next day, found tbat the enemy had tacked
about suddenly, and nI!J.de off towards their towns. On
Tuesday and Thursday, the 1st and 3d instant, our whole
army, consisting of about two thousand men, healthy, well-
equipped, and in high spirits, crossed tbe river, together with
pack-hors'es and bullocks; and Colonel Christian expected
to. be at Broad R~ver in eight or ten d~ys, within fOl'ty
~IlIles of the enemy ~ towns, wl~ere he had mformation they
mtended to fight him. AdvICe had been received that
General Rutherford, with the North.-Carolina troops, had
penetrated as far as the Cherokee middle settlements, and
that the savages were Bying precipitately before him.

BEN"JAMIN HARRISON, JUN., TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Williamsburg, September 26, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: I do myself the honour to transmit you
an account of the state of the money now in my office by
which you will see tbat there is only £ 10,143 14s. 11. on
band. The arrears due to the Seventh Battalion now on
Continental pay, and the two Minute battalions taken into
Continental service in the room of the Regulars removed
from hence, will take all that money immediately, so that
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tbe office will be left without any, and the service suffer in
case of any immediate demand.

I have the honour to be, sir, your very obedient servant,
BENJ. HARRJ'30N,JR.,

Deputy Paymaster-General.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esquire.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SArET:I(" TO BAI...n~ORf.: COMMITTEE.
[No. 190.] Annapolis, September26,1776.

GENTJ,.EMEN: We approve your choice of :Mr. E~ekiel
Towson to command the guard at the Magazine, and request
that he would hire twelve men to keep guard alternately,
accordin{T to orders he may give them. The highest price
we have "'allowed for privates at other magazin~s is fOl:ty-five
shillings; some are got for forty. We leave It to LIeuten-
ant Towson to hire tbe men upon the best terms he can,
not exceeding forty-five shillings per month, the publick to
find them rations.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFET:I("TO DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.
[No. 191.] Annapolis, September26,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We received yours of the 24th relative to
Captain Watkins, but have not seen him since you wro.te.
We have heretofore furnished him and his company with
every thing in our power. Just before he left the Province.he
had near one thousand pounds currency for pay and subsist-
ence, agreeable to his own account. Blankets we had not to
give; we wrote to a gentleman a~ the He ad-of Elk, who we
expected would have furnished hIs company with some. He
had linen from us for huntinO"-shirts, &c., aod we frequently
intimated to himself, and others who applied on his behalf,
that if he would buy woollens to clothe his company we
would pay for the stuff and makipg, th~ CommOn course of
business with all the other Captams of IIIdependent compa-
nies. He talked of taking money in lieu of clothing; we
offered him four pounds per man for that article. He some-
times assented, at Qthers made excuses, and appeared unde-
termined; and to say the truth, we firmly believe ~hat he
rendera himself incapable of taking proper care of hla com-
pany, by drinking to excess. His distaoce f~om us~as
considerable; 'tis but lately we know any thing of hIm.
He was represented to us as a brave mao; how it bas hap-
pened that he and his company have quarrelled, we ~now
not. The men, we doubt not, have suffered from the mat-
tention of their Captain; his removal, perhaps, would be
the best method of promoting the publick service.

As to Surgeons, we ha ve sent forward Mr. Stone's letter to
Dr. Brown. We know Captain Thomas wrote to some gen-
tlemen of the Convention, and Surgeons have been appointed,
of which we send YOll a list enclosed; if they are all gone
up there can be no just cause of complaint. We have not
ap~ointed Dr. Wallace chief Surgeon to Colonel Small-
wood's battalion because Dr. Weisenthall represented to us
that he had bee~ up and settled all things to the satisfaction
of those concerned. We should be glad to bear whether
an appointment be necessary to that battalion; if so, we
propose to raise Dr. Weisenthall and his present mate, and
send up a second mate.

Weare obliged to you for the care of the powde~,
and request you would order it by the stages. to Baltz-
more Town to the care of Gerard Ilopkins, our Deputy
Commissary. The freight we desire you will be pleased
to pay; must leave the quantum to yourselves. Harris~n
Sf Vanbibber say nothing to us what sum ough~ to be paid
for freiO"ht. ten Per cent. on the value here IS what weo ,

. .
dhave charO"ed to others, and paid when charge; we

take it fo~ <Tranted 'tis the customary freight. The bill
of lading, h~wever, ought to be adverted. to; an~ ~f the
freight be therein specified, no ~ore ought m ~ur opmlOn to
be granted. We have a duplicate o~ the bJll of ladln.g,
which ascertains the freight at fortY-~lx pounds five shtl-
lings, in dollars at seven shillings and SIX pence. . Enclo~ed
you have an order of the late session of Convention, whl~h
T. Smyth was to have forwarded; but we are uncertain
whether he transmitted it or not.

\Ve are, &c.

To the Deputies for Maryland in Congress.

COLONEl;. aOI;.LING.SWORTH TO THE MARYLAND COUNcH,
0'"

SAFETY.

Cecil County, September 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to the resolves of Convention,
we have endeavoured to have a company raised, under
Captain Samuel Evans, Lieutenant Henry Dobson, Second
Lieutenant Thomas Ramsey, Ensign William Stuart, which
hope you will commission,they having raised sixty-six
men, which LieutenantDobsonwill return you listsof, and
expect the company will be full in a few days. Colonel
Hollingsworth will furnish them with twenty guns, well
fitted, and we will buy, out of the Militia, twenty-five
more, which is all can engage for, as the battalion has fur-
nished most of her best pieces befc)re. :MajorParker can
furnish us with as much linen as will make ten tents, which
beg you will give orders to have made in Philadelphia, as
the Captain has raised a number of his neighbours that
would not 0'0 into the service, unless they had them, at this
advanced s~ason; or would he receive his commission with-
out them? Blankets may be had, but very high. We can
purchase cartouch-boxes, if ordered. Knapsacks, wire, and
brushes, with canteens, the residue of arms, we expect to
be furnished with. Tbe company is now on rations, as it
is impossible to keep them otherwise. A drum and fife we
can furnish, if ordered.

I have received three hundred and thirty-three pounds
ten shillings, which will not be near sufficient. Therefore
hope you will furnish us with at least five hundred more,
by the bearer, Mr. Henry Dobson; and don't doubt but
every thing will be had, so as the company may march by
~fonday come week.

Weare, gentlemen,your obedient servants,
CHARLES RUMSEY,
EDWD. PARKER,
H. HOLLINGSWORTH.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY.

Monday, September 23,1776.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-three Members, met, pursuant
to adjournment; and a quorum not appearing, they adjourned
to to-morrow, at four o'clock in tbe afternooI\.

Tuesday, September 24, 1776.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-eight Members, met, pursuaQt
to adjournment.. . . .

The Committee .appomted, at the last slttmg, to examIOe
the accounts of the inciden.tal expenses of the past year,
made their Report.

Upon consideration of which, the following question was
called for, and put by the Speaker: "Whether the sum of
one thousand Pounds shall be allowed to the Governour, for
his support during the present year?" Carried in the affirm
ative.

Yeas.
Mr. Gray,
Mr. Howel1,
Mr. A. Allen,
Mr. Wilcoe-ks,
Mr. Rodman,
Mr. Haney, .
Mr. Foulke,
Mr. Chapman,

Nays.
Mr. Hillegas,
Mr. Parker,
Mr. Bartholomew,
Mr. Gibbons,
Mr. Pearson,
Mr. Jacobs,
Mr. Porter,
Mr. Galbreath,
Mr. Hoge,
Mr. Whitehill,
Mr. Arndt,
Mr. Smith.

The House having made some progress in the said Report
of incidental expenses, adjourned to to-mon'ow, at three
o'clock in the afternoon.

Yeas.
Mr. Brown,
Mr. Jenks,
Mr. Humphreys,
Mr. Pennock,
Mr. Pyle,
Mr. Rankin,
Mr. Chreist,
Mr. James Allen.

Wednesday, September 25,1776.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-five Members, met, pursuant
to adjournment. .

The Committee appointed to audit and settle the Publick
Accounts, reported a general state of the same, in writing.

The House resumed tbe consideration of the incidental
expenses; and, having made some further progress in
examining the same, adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow
mornmg.

Thurs<!ay, September 26, 1776.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-one Members, met, pursuant
to adjournment.
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The Honse proceeded to read the Report of the Com-
miuee on the Publick Accounts; which being in part gone
through, tbey adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-three Members, met, pursuant
to adjournment.

The House proceeded in reading the Report of the
Committee on the Publick Accounts: which being gone
through and carefully examined, followsin these words, viz:

The Committee appointed to strike the sum of Eighty-
Five Thousand Pounds in Bills of Credit, directed by the
Resol ves or the House of the 6th of Aeril last, produced
to the Chair a receipt from Michael Hlllegas., Esq., Pro-
vincial Treasurer, for the said sum of Eighty-Five Thou-
sand Pounds, in tbe said Bills of Credit to him paid,
agreeable to the directions of the said Resolves.

The said Committee also produced liv-e extra sheets,
unsigned, which had been printed to supply any loss or
deficiency happening in the said Bills during the signing
and numbering the same; which five extra sheets were
burned, by order of the House, in the presence of the
Members.

The Committee appointed the 29th of March last, to
confer with the Tenants on the Province Island, and to
report what allowance they should think would be reason-
able for the House to make for the losses they had sustained
by the storm in September, 1775, reported, "that they had
conferred with the Tenants, and, upon viewing the Is]and
and the repairs made after the storm, are of opinion that
this House make an allowance to Samuel Penrose, the
tenant of the said Is]and, in behalf of the under-tenants,
in consideration of the losses and damages by them sus-
tained and repairs by them made, the sum of three hun-
dred and sixty Pounds;" which being read by order, was
agreed to by the House.

Ordered, That the Provincial Treasurer allow to Samuel
Penrose, Tenant, the sum of tbree hundred and sixty
Pounds, out of the rent due from him to tbis Province.

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. Parker, Mr. Howell,
Mr. Rodman, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Pearson, be a Com-
mittee to settle tbe Accounts of the Commanding Officers
in the different Battalions of Mi]itary Associators in this
Province, for the wages of Adjutants, Sergeant-Majors,
Fife-Majors, Dmm-Majors, Fifers, and Drummers, agree-
able to the Resolutions of Assemb]y of the 5th of April
last; and to draw orders for such sums of money as they
may find due to the said Commanding Officers, on the Pro-
vincial Treasurer, to be paid out of die twenty-two thou-
sand PO\lnds issued by an Act of Assemb]y, passed the
30th day of September, 1775; and that the said Committee
report their proceedings to the next Assembly.

Resolved, That Michael Hillegas, Esquire, Provincial
Treasurer, pay such orders as may be drawn upon him by
the said Committee, out of the said twenty-two thousand
Pounds.

A Member read in his place, and presented at the table,
some Resolutions for the consideration of the House, which
being again read by the Clerk, were taken into immediate
consideration, and after some debate, the previous question
was called for and put, whether a question. sball be now
put on the said Resolutions?

Carried in the affirmative.
The said Resolutions, being accordingly put to the

question, were agreed to, and follow in these words, viz:
"Resolved, by a majority of the Members present, That

it is the sacred right of Freemen to give and grant their
own Money; and that all Taxes levied without their con-
sent, are arbitrary and oppressive: and that no Freeman
can be constitutionally restrained of his liberty, or be sen-
tenced to any penalties' or punishment whatsoever, hut by
the judgment of his peers, and a trial had by a jury of his
country.

"Resolved, That the Convention have derived no author-
ity fromthe good people of Pennsylvania to levy Taxes
and dispose of their property: and therefore, that the late
Ordina9ce, imposing a rate of twenty Sbillings per month,
and four Shillings in the Pound on the Estates of Non-Asso-
ciators, is illegal, and the said sums ought not to be paid.

"Resolved, That tbe late Ordinance of the Convention,
empowering two or more Justices of the Peace to imprison,
for an indefinite time, at their discretion, all persons whom

they shall judge to be guilty of the offences therein specified,
is, in the opinionof this House, a dangerous attack on the
liberties of the good people of Pennsylvania, and a violation
of their most sacred rights; and therefore ought not to be
considered as obligatory."

The House resumed the consideration of the list of Inci-
dental Expenses, reported by the Committee, and the
Accounts therein referred to being allowed, Mr. Speaker in
the Chair signed the several Certificates and Orders for
payment of the Wages of the Members and Committees,
together with the Salaries of PubJick Office'rs and other
Contingent Charges of the past year.

Resolved, by the Memberspresent, That ]}lichaelHil-
legas, Esquire, Provincial Treasurer, pay all such Certifi-
cates and Orders as have been heretofore drawn by the
Assembly for the Salaries of Publick Officers, and services
done the publick, out of the twenty-two thousand Pounds
issued by an act of Assembly passed the 30th of Septem-
ber last.

The House then rose.

Incidental Expenses jor the year 1776.
To the Hon. JohnPenn, Esq., Governour,£ 1,000 0
To Benjamin Chew, Esq., Chief Justice of

this Province, - - 400 0
To John Lawrence, Esq., one of the Assist-

ant Judges, -
To Thomas PVillinl{,Esq., ditto of ditto, -
To John Morton, Esq., ditto of ditto, - -
To Andrew Allen, Esq., his salary as Attor-

ney-General,
To George Gray, Esq., for his services on

the Committee of Publick Accounts, thir-
ty-one days, at lOs. per diem, - - -

To Michael Hillegas, Esq., for ditto on ditto,
two days, at ditto, - - - - - -

To Samuel Howell, Esq., for ditto on ditto,
twenty days, at ditto, - - - -

To Samuel Miles, Esq., one day on ditto, at
ditto, -

To Alexander Wilcocks, Esq., for ditto on
ditto, twenty days, at ditto,

To Benjamin Chapman, Esq., for ditto on
ditto, thirty days, at ditto, - - - - -

To Isaac Pearson, Esq., for ditto on ditto,
thirty-fourdays,at ditto, - - - -

To Charles Moore, Esq., for his attendance
as Clerk of tbe House, and for transcrib-
ing and engrossing bills, messages, &c., - 176 3

To Abel Evans, for his services as Clerk of
the House, &c., &c., - - - - - -

To Joseph Shippen, Esq., for his salary as
Clerk of the Council, - - - - - -

To ditto, for his account of postage of pub-
lick letters, proclamations, &c., - - -

To David Rittenhouse, Esq., for his care of
theState-Houseclock, - - - - -

To Joseph Fox, Esq., his salary as Barrack-
master at Philadelphia, to the 15th of
February last, and his account of dis-
bursements,- - - - -

To Mr. Lewis Nichola, his salary as Bar-
rack-master at ditto, Irom the 20th of
March last, -

To .Mr. William Bowsman, as Barrack-
master at Lancaster,

To Edmund Physic, Esq., for affixing the
great seal to laws, - - - - - - -

To William Parr, Esq., Master of the Rolls
Office, as per account, - -

To ditto for extraordinary services in attend-
ing the committee appointed to revise and
publish the laws, and packing the records,

To Messrs. Hall Sf Sellers, for printing the
laws, proclamations, &c., as per account, 429 4

To the estate of David Hall, deceased, for
stationery, as per account,

To Mr. William Sheed, as Sergeant-at-Arms
to the House,

To ditto, as Doorkeeper to the Council,
twenty meetings, at 2s. 6d.,

o

o

200 0
200 0
200 0

o
o
o

75 o o

15 10 o

1 o o

11 o o

o 10 0

10 o o

15 o o

17 o 0

6

60 o 0

30 o o

10 6 o

20 o o

211 17 6

50 o o

30 o o

5 17 o

50 7

5 o o

3

3 7 4

10 o o

210 o



£26 19 8

243 10 0

190 9 0

40 0 0

15 0 0
15 0 0

14 19 8

3 0 0

8 0 0

9 0 0

2 0 0

9 0 0

6 0 0

17;;! 0
381 5

16 0

19 0

19 0
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To Mr. Andrew McNair, as Doorkeeper to
the House, and for disbursements, as per
account, -

To Mr. Henry Miller, for printing votes,
&c., &c., as per account, - - -

To Mr. John Dean, for binding laws, as per
account, -

To lVIr.John ~[arshall, as a premium for a
twisting machine, - - -

To Mr. Christopher Tully, as a premIUm
for a spinning machine,

To lVk Joseph Hagey, ditto, for ditto, - -
To MI'. William Sheaff, for filJingup com-

missions, &c., as per account,
To Isaac Pearson, Esq., for revising the

laws, six days, at IOs. per diem, - - -
To John ~[orton, Esq., on the committee

for adjusting the accounts of the Military
Associators,sixteen days, at 10s. per diem,

To Mr. William Rodman, Esq., on. ditto,
eighteen days, at ditto, - - - - - -

To John Brown, Esq., on ditto, foul' days
atditto,- - - - -

To Joseph Parker, Esq., on ditto, eighteen
days, at ditto, - - - - - - - -

To John Jacobs, Esq., on ditto, twelve days,
at ditto, - - - - - - - - -

To Isaac Pearson, Esq., on ditto, eighteen
days, at ditto, - - - - - -

To Abel Evans, attending as clerk to the
committee, sixteen days, at ditto, - -

To John Dickinson, Esq., for his attendance
as a Delegate in Congress, to November
4, 1775, - - - - - -

To George Ross, Esq., for ditto, to ditto, -
To John Morton, Esq., for ditto, to June

14, ] 776, - - - - -
To John Dickinson, Esq., for ditto, to ditto,
To Thomas Willing, Esq., for ditto, to ditto,
To Robert Morris, Esq., for ditto, to ditto,
To Andrew .;lllen,Esq., for ditto, to ditto,
To Benj. Franklin, Esq., for ditto, to ditto,
To Charles Humphreys, Esq., for ditto, to

ditto,- - -
To James Wilson, Esq., for ditto, to ditto,
To John ~Iorton, Esq., for ditto, sixteen

days, to July 20, 1776, at 20s. per diem,
To Charles Humphrey.s, Esq., for ditto,

nineteen days, to ditto, at ditto,
To Thomas Willing, Esq., for ditto, nine-

teen days, to ditto, at ditto,
To Robert Morris, Esq., for ditto, thirty

days, to ditto, at ditto, - - - - - -
To Benjamin Franklin, Esq., for ditto, thirty

days, at ditto, - - - - - - - -
To James Wilson, Esq., for ditto, thirty-eight

days, at 25s. per diem,
To Mr. Peter Dehaven, for his services at the

saltpetre works, - - - - - - - -
To John Fulton and James Kelly, for ap-

prehending Fleming Elliot,
To MI'. Lewis Nichola, Barrack-master, for

. disbursements,

To Mr. Andrew ~[cNair, for Indian ex-
penses,- - - - - - - - - _

To the Managers of the House of Employ-
ment, fol' the maintenance and clothing of
Catharine Smith, - -

To lVIr. Peter Dehaven, for his disburse-
ments at the saltpetre works, and which
he received from the TreasLll'er and the
sale of saltpetre; excepting the sum of
£9 17s. 6d., now remaining in his hands,

To Abel Evans, for transcribing and copy-
ing the publick accounts, -

fo Joseph Galloway, Esq., for his services
on the committee for revising and publish-
ing the laws,

To Samuel Rhoads, Esq., fol' his services
on the committee for revising and publish-
ingthe laws, - - - - -
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA, COMMITTEE.

At a meetincr of the Committee of Observation and In-
spection, at th: house of Adam Reigart, the ;;!6th Septem-
ber, 1776,

Present: William Atlee, Lodwick Lowman, William
Bowsman, John Miller, Christopher Crawford, Henry

8 0 0 Dehnff, GeorgeMoore. WilliamAtlee in the Chair.
The Committee, to enable them tbe better to comply

with the request of the Council of Safety, in returning to
107 0 0 them an account of the State Prisoners in this County,
34 0 0 having required of the Sergeant Major of the Seventh and

Twenty-Sixth to make returns to the Committee of the
number of names and times when the Prisoners of tbose
Regiments arrived here, with an account of the prese~t
station of such of them as have left Lancaster, the saId
Serueants now make returns, and Sergeants Taylor and J.
Wilkinson, in accounting for the men, having the impudence
to set down in writing, signed by them, that some of the
men are inlisted with the Rebels,-the Committee look

o upon the conduct of those Sergeants as insulting and
o designed to affront them; and therefore

Order, that they be immediately sent to gaol, and be kept
o there on.bread and water.

Christian Kuntz, John Willson, Joseph Nagle, John
Muscatuns, Frederick Widely, Martin Frey, Lodwick
Roch, Frederick Keller, John Epple, Frederick ~lellinger,
Joseph Seemer, Frederick Segmiller, Frederick Harto.ffle,
John Wentzell, of Captain Dehuff's Company, in Colonel
Atlee's Battalion, appear in Committee and agree JOmarch
off to join the Battalion at three o'clock this afternoon, and

30 0 0 be under the direction of Lieutenant George Brickman
from hence to Philadelphia, by whom the Chairman is

47 10 0 requested to write to the Council of Safety respecting them,
and lVIr.Beckham will give certificates for their rations on

30 0 0 the road.
lVIr.Henry Huttenstein mentions in Committee, that his

servant-man, John Reed, went from hence with bis consent,
with Captain Boyd's Company of Militia, of Colonel
Ross's Battalion, to the camp in the Jerseys. That the
officers of the company promised if in their power, to b~jng
him back with them, and that the said servant entered IIJto
the flying camp; and Captain Boyd also mentioning these
facts in Committee; the Committee beg leave to certify
the same to the commanding officers of the Battalion in
which the said John Reed serves,.and if he can be dis-
charged with propriety and sent to his master, recommends
to his consideration to do therein as he shaHjudge rig-ht.

Abraham Holmes tent in £400 to the State of Pennsyl-
vania, for the good behaviour of his Negro man, Nambo, to
all the subjects and inhabitants of this State, and particularly
to John Clendeman and his family and estate; and for his
appearancebeforeany court of record of this State, where
his attendance shall be required. Acknowledged in Com-
mittee the 26th September, 1776.

lVlatthew Kinch, of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, is per-
mitted to go to Yorktown as servarit to Lieutenant Dullmnty,

10 0 0 and a pass to be granted him.
35

9 o

80
81

197
168
]40
166

o 0
o 0
o 0
o 0
o 0
o 0

30 o 0

60 o 0

10 12 6

46 16 II

;;!7 10

453 17

8 o 0

40 o

To the estateof Jolm Ross, Esq., deceased,
for his services on ditto, £6 0 0

To Michael Hillegas, Esq., for ditto, - 20 0 0
To Petapanihila, (alias George Allen,) an

Indian, for his fidelity to this Province, 100 0 0
To Mr. Andrew McNair, for expenses, per

account, - - - - - -
To Michael Hillegas, Esq., his account for

repairs at the Province Island and Deep
Water Island, sundry Indian expenses,
fire wood for the Assembly, orders of the
Committee of Safety, and orders of As- I

sembly for drums, colours, &c., - - - 4,654 11 II

£1l,00l 9 ;;!i
.We, the Committee for Incidental Expenses, have ex-

amined the several Accounts herein referred to, and find
them charged as above.

I 13 o

JOSEPH PARKER,

WILLIAM RODMAN,

CHARLES HUMPHREYS,

JONATHAN ROBERTS.
Philadelphia, September 26, 1776.

o

o

o

o

6

o
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GENERAL MERCER TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Amboy, September 26,1776.

SIR: I received the favour of your letter of the 20th just
now, and shall, in compliance with the requisition of the
Board of \Yar, send oft' every article of camp necessaries,
that can be spared from this post. We have for some days
past been forwarding tents, camp kettles, and such other
furniture as the army in New- York stood in need of. Col-
onel Biddle has been several days at Fort Constitution,
giving every assistance in his I?ower .towards the supplies of
that post, and our army opposite to It.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
HUGH MERCER.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Secretary to the Board of War.

HENRY REMSEN TO NEW-YORK CONVENTtON.

Morristown, September 26, 17'76.

SIR: The day after ~y return home from Connecticut,
which was the 21st instant, I received a letter Ii'om Major
G. Abeel, advising that the honourable Convention had
appointed me, with himself and Major Van Zandt, a Com-
mittee of Safety and Correspondence below the Highlands.
I should immediately, with pJeasure, have attended on
that or any other business that the Convention appointed
me to, did the situation of m~ family admit of my absence.
On my return from Connectlcut, I found two of my sons
unwell, and they continue very ill of fevers, which the Doctor
calls nervous and remitting, so as to be confined to their
beds' and Mrs. Remsen is at present in a situation that I
cann;t with propriety leave her; she is wi~hout any of ~Ier
relations, among strangers, and near a pertlou~ hour whICh
she expects soon. I have also some commercIa~ matters of
a publick and private con?e~n to attend .to; .besl.d~sI have
my house to new-cover; In ItS present situation It IS unten-
antable by the leakings of the roof. The carpenters pro-
mised to finish it above six weeks ago; I have hopes they
will begin their work in seven or eight d?ys. I shall (G~d
willing) attend my duty as soon as possible, a~d I hope In
a few weeks in person to report to Convention my pro-
ceeding in regard to the merchandise imported by Messrs.
Van Zandt, Pintard, and self, by order of a former Con-
gress.

Governour Cooke, of Rhode-Island, has not acted politely
nor friendly to our State. He thought proper to detain
part of our goods some w,eeks,as a security for a d~bt du.e
from one private person In our State to another. In their
State, and through my agency the money was sent and our
goods liberated; for particulars I beg leave to refer you to
Captain John Harrison, who went t!Je voyage. I have
desired him to attend the transportation of the goods by
land to the Fishkills, and to deliver them to the order of
Convention, and [or that purpose advanced him a sum of
money, but I believe .not su~cient. to pay. for. the wh?le
transportation. Captain Harnson WJIIalso give InformatIOn
of his having shipped from prudential motives seventy barrels
of gunpowder on board of our arI?ed vessel, fr~m St. Eusta-
tia to Charlestown,South-Carolzna,to be dehvered to the
Committee or Council of Safety there. I shall write a line
to Mr. P. Livingston, at Philadelphia, and request him by
meansof the Delega.tesin Congress for that State, to have
a like quantity (ITiz: three tons and an half) delivered to
our Convention, or, if used there, money sufficient to pur-
chase as much.

Enclosed you have Mr. Joseph Hallet's account of the
freight for his sloop, sta.ted exactly as we agreed with him
for the voyage; and as he has applied for the money, shall
be glad if Convention will order payment to Mr. Jacobus
Van Zandt, or his ord~r, who will transmit the same to Mr.
Hallet.

I beg the favour of Convention to spare to my family's
use one piece of the finest blue broadcloth, and two pieces
of the finest linen. On reexamining my stock of linen, find
I was robbed of more than I at first apprehended. I will
allow the price; be it more or less, and I believe Mr. Gerard
Banker will take the trouble to lay it by for use.

I am very respectfully, sir, your and the Convention's
obedient and very humble servant,

HENRY REMSEN.

To the President of the Convention for the State of New-
York, convened at Fishkills.

Messrs. JACOBUS VAN ZANDT, LEWIS PINTARD, and
HENRY REMSEN, in behalf of the Provincial Congress
of NEw-YoRK ,

Dr. to Joseph Hallet.
For freight of the sloop NanC1j, John Harrison master,

from New- York, in October, 1775, to Bordeaux, in
France, per agreemententered into with them for Pro-
vincial Congress, - - - - - sterling £550 0 0

For demurrage,(twenty-six days at 40s. ster-
ling per day,) - - - - - - - -

Sterling
Exchange at 100 per cent., being the lowest

exchan'ge when the cargo arrived and since
that time,

52 0 0

£602 0 0

602 0 0

New- York currency £,] 204 0 0

This serves to certify that the above account IS stated
exactly as our agreement was with Mr. Hallet, and the ex-
chancre, to the best of our remembrance, has not been lower
than ~ne hundred per cent. for the last six months.

We have seen Captain Harrison's certificate books, and
other vouchers, by which it appears he arrived at the Cas-
tle on river of Bordeaux the 23d November, 1775, and
sailed from thence the 9th of February, 1776, which period
includes the forty working days per agreement-eleven
Sundays and twenty-six days on demurrage.

HENRY REMSEN,

JACOBUS VAN ZANDT.

New-Jersey, September 26, 1776.

To the President of the Convention for the State of New-
York, convened at Fishkills.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HARLEM, (NEW-YORK,) SEP-

TEMBER26, 1776.
Friday last was discovered a vast cloud of smoke arismg

from the north part of the city, which continued till Satur-
day evening. The consequencewas that the Broadway,
from the new City-Hall down to Whitehall, is laid in ashes.
Our friends were irnmediately suspected, and according to
the report of a ffag of truce who came to our lines soon
after, those that were found on or near the spot were
pitched into the conflagration, some hanged by the heels,
and others by their necks, with their throats cut. Inhuman
barharity! One Hale in New- York, on suspicion of being
a spy, was taken up and dragged without ceremony to the
execution post, and hung up. Genera] Washington has
since sent in a flag,supposed to be on that account.

The 22d instant Was tried for cowardice, disobedience
of orders, and daring to present his fire\ock at a superiour
officer in time of the late skirmish, one Leffingwell, of Nor-
wich, for which he was ~ndemned to be shot; accordingly
all preparations were made, himself brougbt to the field,
was fixed on his knees, and while the guards were march-
ing to execute the decree, the General sent a pardon,
declaring never to forgive another.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MERCER.

Colonel Morris's, at Harlem, September 26, 1776.

DEAR SIR: If the troops at this post can be pre\'ailed upon
to defend it as they should do, it must cost Genera] Howe a
great many men to carry it, jf he succeeds at all. If this
should happen to be his opinion, there is scarce a doubt but

that he will turn his thoughts another way, as inactivity is not
to be expectedfrom him. Whither his operations may be
directed is uncertain-perhaps an irruption into the Jerseys.
Possibly he may bend his course towards Philadelphia, (for
I conceive that two thousand men, with tbe assistanceof
their shipping, will effectually preserve New.;.York against
our whole strength,) or, which in my judgment is exceed-
ingly probable, knowing that the troops are drawn off from
the Southern Colonies, he may detach a part of tbe army to
the southward, for a winter's campaign, as was reCom-
mended to him last fall by Lord Dunmore.

In either of these cases it behooves us to keep tbe best
look-out, and to obtain the earliest iTl'te]]igence possible of
the enemy's motions; and as it is now the current opinion
that the shipping are greatly thinned, I earnestlyrecom-
mend to you the necessity of having sensible and judicious
persons in different places to obsen'e the movements of
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tbe shipping, among others at the Neversinks; for if they
should send out a Beet without our giving notice of it to
Congress, we shall be thought exceedingly remiss. In
short, I entreat you to exert your best endeavours to obtain
every useful intelligence you possibly can of the enemy's
motions by sea and land. In doing this, money may be
required, and do not spare it. Communicate every thing of
importance to roe with despatch, and be assured that I am,
dear sir, your most obedient servant,

Go. WASHIN(iTO,N.

To Brigadier-GellJ:Jral Mercer, New-Jersey.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUJl TRU~JlW.J..

Harlem JIeights, September 26, 1776.

S.Jl: Your favour of the 20th instant is duly received.
The several Regiments and Militia frOtn CI)nnecticut, lately

commanded by General W(Jlcott, being reduced to almost
nothing, one having returned under twenty, and another
short of thirty collective men, they were yesterday dis-
charged. I am fuJl in opinion with you that some severe
e~amples ougbt to be made of the late deserters. For a
return of their names, I must refer you to the several com-
manding officers of the different regiments. I hope those
under Brigadier Saltonstall may sbow a better spirit.

A proposal for an immediate exchange of prisoners bas
beeo made by General Howe, agreeable to the resolves of
Congress. I aro to request a return as soon as possible of
all those in Connecticut,mentioning the names and ranks of
8,11 cOlJlroissioned officers, and distinguishing particularly
between thO'Seof the army and navy, as well privates as
officers. It appearsto me their being marched to some
convenient post, and coming by water, will be much the
most convenient; at least it will save expense, and will pre-
vent their having a view of the different towns and their
situations on the sea-coast. Your sentiments on the sub-
ject, together with the return of the priSQners as early as
possible, will much oblige me.

I am, with esteem, sir, your most obedient and very hum-
ble servant-, Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

well for works of fortifications:' Again:" By this means.
YOIJ may have good miners and sappers in abundance,
who, in time of sieges, may ease the Engineers, and eveD
supply the want of them upon oce-asion."

Two years' experience has fullyconvinced me, sir, that
till the Engineers are rendered icndependentof any other
department for their artificers, till they have miners and sap-
pers, or persol)sseparate from the common fatigue men, to
take care of sinking the ditch properly, laying the turf
well, and to b~ild the parapet with its proper talus-I say,
till this is done, the Engineer will not be able .to e~ecute hi~
works well, nor do them in a rellsonable tim~. The ser-
vice has already suffered much, and will continue to do so,
till some such corps as what I have menJioned is established.
And to convinc~ yotIr Excellency that I have no interestec;l
motives but the common good in this address, I beg leave
to quit the department, since the army are or may be so
well supplied with regular-bred Engineers.

I am, sir, your Excellency's mos~ obedient, devoted, hum-
ble servant, R PUFUS UTNAM.

To Hi$ Excellency General Washillgtl)'!l.

COURTS-;MARTIAL.

Proceedin~; of a General Court-Martial of the Line, held
on the Heights oj HAARL:EM,by order of His Excellency
GEORGE W ASH{NGTON,Esq., General and Commander-
in-Chief of the Forces of the UNITEDSHTES Of AMER-
ICA,for the trial of all Prisoners to be brought before
them. SEPTEl\IBER26, 1776.

Colonel EWING, President.

Lieut, Col. Chandler, Captain Lucas,
Lieut. Col. Russel, Captain Brown,
Captain Ledyard, Captain Chamberlain,
Captain Graydo'!l, Captain Rogers,
Captain Wiley, Captain Foster,
Captain Hindman, Captain Stanley.

W.LLIAltJ TUDOR, Judge-Advocate.

The Court proceeded to the trial of Lieutenant Henry
Drake, of Captain Houghton's Company, in the Regiment
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Philips, brought prison-
er before the COlJrt, and accused of "leaving the regiment
without permission fromhis commandingofficer,and being
absent for twenty days." .

The prisoner being arraigned, acknowledges that he left
the regiment without leave, but that he was only a volun-
t~er; that he has no commission, and that when he came
into the service he publickly declared that he would serve
only for two months; that he has never received, but refused
to accept, either payor rations; and that he has tarried his
two months, and now considers himself at liberty to return
home.

Clunn, Adjutant, deposes: That Lieutenant Drake
has justly stated the circumstances of his entering the ser-
vice; and that the prisoner has never received either payor
ration money, but refused both.

The Court are of opinion that the prisoner is not culpa-
ble for leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Philips's Regiment, as he
could never be justly considered as an officer in that corps,
ha ving no commission.

TJIos. EWING, President.

COLONEL RUFUS PUT.NAM 'fa GENER,\.J. WASIIINQTO~.

Septembtr 26,1776.

SIR: I hope the importance of the subject will be a suf-
ficient apology for the freedom I take in addressing your
Excellency at this time. I have long wondered that no
corps of Engineers was yet established. The number of
works to be executed, the necessityof despatch in thein, the
impossibility for coromOn hands to be made at once to
comprehend whllt they ought to do, without a corps of
Engineers is established, the works never will be properly
executed, nor dooeioa reasonabletime; and I cannot give
my ideas of s~ch a corps, and their duty, bett!;).rthao in the
words of :Mr. Mo.ignets. Speaking of their subordinary
discipline, he says: "The first part of this discipline
consists of the division of one corps into several, and the
subdivision of the latter into still less." Again:" In the
construction of places, that corps of workmen are divided
into several others, who are called bands, the officersof ~ach
of those companies shQuld be Engineers; and 'tis a leading
circumstance to tbe SUccessof any action, that the soldiers
and their officers should be acquainted with each other be- At a General Court-Martial held at King's Bridge, on
fore?and; and 'tis from the Engineers that the former are to the 26th day of September, A. D. 1776:
recetve orders for the works of attack, defence, and con- Colonel LASHER President
struction of plans; 'tis evident that the latter ought to be . . '.

.
charged with the conduct and command of them. Engi- Lle~lt. Col. !rent~ce, Capta.!n D?na,

neers are the natural officers of workmen; ancient and MaJor.Aus!~n, Capta~nDzxo~,
constant usage has confirmed the practice." Again: H If Capta!n Stll, Capta!n Brazwr,
teachers were appointed to each of these principal corp~, ~apta~n Barns, Capta~n Townshend,

such a number of hopeful youth might be forroed liS WQuld gapta~n ':Jz,ley, Z~ptaIIlDPlat~,

be a great benefit to the service. These workmen are,
aptam en, .Ieut. urshn.

properly speaking, soldiers,or, rather, both one and t'other- WILLIAM WILLCOCKS, Judge-Advocate.

their business being either fighting or working, as occasion EnsiO'nBen y.amin Snow of the Sixteenth ReO'iment. Th fi . . '"
,

'"
,

reql1lr.es. e rst ex~rcise to be taught t~lem ].s the use brought before the Court, said. to be charged with" leaving
of.thelr. arms; the ~ex~ IS to ~eep th~m to tben' .busmess; the his guard and absenting bimself from the camp and duty
third kl~d of ~xerclse ]s the Itl.structmg th~,m 111t~e several with?ut leav.e;" but no written accusation or accuser ap-
forms, dimensions, a~d pr~p~rtIes of work~.' Agam:" All p~armg agamst t~e prisoner, the Court order that he be
workmen emplo)'ed ID bUlldmgs of any kllld may serve very d'scha;ged fi'om Ills arrest. (Arrested again.]

'"
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James McCormick, of Captain Farrington's Company,
Colonel Sargent's Regiment, charged with mutiny, at~
tempting to desert, and firingon his own party.

Captain Keith, of the same regiment, being duly sworn,
deposeth: That on the day of the retreat from Horn's
Hook, he, the deponent, was left to cover it; that he saw
a person go from one of the flanking parties to the prisoner,
who was marchinO"towards the enemy; tbat he stopped
him, and high words ensued; tbat he saw the prisoner lift
\!p his tomabawk; that the person kept bim there till Ensign
Fish came up, who ordered him to go back; he swore he
would not; that he would go and see his wife. He was
told the enemy was near by; he, notwithstanding, insisted
upon going. He was ordered to go and join the regiment,
which he appeared to do, but when the Captain was re-
treating, they met him again returning towards the enemy.
A file of men was ordered to take him up j he swore he
would not go back; he was answered that he should; he
then swore he would be ihe death of some one of the regi-
ment, and swore he would as leave be among the Regu-
lars.

Ensign Fish, in addition to the above, testifies that the
prisoner had no wife; that he was very turbulent.

Lieutenant Brown, of Captain Perry's Company, and
the same regiment, proves that tbe prisoner attempted to
desert twice before this on the same day; that at one time
he had gone above twenty rods from the regiment, but the
Colonel by presenting his piece at him brought him back j

that he heard him often say he would be the death of some
one in the regiment, and that he wished for a battle.

The charge of firing upon his party is not sufficiently
supported.

The Court adjudge the prisonel' guilty of desertion on
the eighth article of war, and of mutiny on the fifth article
of war.

The prisoner is sentenced by the Court to die.
JOHN LASHER, President.

Referred to the Commander-in-Chief.

The above sentence, respecting the condemnation of
James McCormick, is approved of, and General Heath may
appoint the time and place for execution, that a warrant
may be issued accordingly.

Go. WASHINGTON.

At a Genera! Court-Martial held at the same place, on
the 27th day of September, Anno Domini, 1776:

Captains Keith and Hardenburgh in tbe places of Cap-
tain Wyky and Lieutenant Durstin.

Prisoner Charles Bowen, of Captain Brenton Parris's
Company, charged with robbery.

The prisoner on his arraignment, pleads guilty; but offers
in excuse drunkenness.

Witness.-Captain Bowen for the prisoner, testifies, that
he is a man of courage, and a very good soldier.

The Court find the prisoner guilty of robbery and
drunkenness.

The prisoner sentenc~d to receive thirty-nine lashes for
robbery, and twenty lashes for drunkenness. (Sentence
approved.)

Christopher Keil and Daniel Connell, of Captain Town-
shend's Company, Co!. Thomas's Regiment, charged with
desertion.

Keil pleads in excuse his going to see his wife; Connell,
his going to get clean clothes.

William Brown, of the same company, testifies, that he
was sent to take the prisoners; that Keil was reluctant,
and acknowledged that he did not intend to return again.

Lieutenant Woodwm'd, of Captain Townshend's Com-
pany, testifies: That he found Connell in a barn; that he
would not answer to his name for some time. That he was
reluctant; said he went for his clothes. The witness does
not believe he had any there.

The Court find the prisoners guilty. Keil sentenced to
receive thirty-nine lashes. (Sentence approved.)

Connell sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes and be
discharged £l'om the service. (Whipping approved; dis-
charge disapproved.)

JOHN LASHER, President.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FR01\1 MOUNT WASHINGTON, DATED

SEPTEMBER 26, 1776.

In a skirmish on Montresor's Island, on the morning of
the 23d of September, was killed, Major Thomas Henly,
Aid-de-Camp to Major-General Heath. This young hero
was a native of Charlestown, near Boston, of an ancient
and reputable family. He was in England when the news
of the battle of Lexington arrived there. He instantly flew
to the assistance of his country, and immediately entered
into the Continental service, in the regiment commanded by
Colonel Varnum, from which he was transferred to the corps
of Artillery, commanded by Colonel Knox, as Lieutenant
and Adjutant. In this active situation he was beloved and
respected by the officers,of not only his own corps, but the
whole army, and his reputation as a good officer was such,
that, a few days before his death, he was promoted to be
first Aid-de-Camp to Major-General Heath. It was pro-
posed to surprise a guard of the enemy's, on ltlontresor's
Island, and as he was impatient for enterprise, he solicited
to be of the party, and was in the first and only boat that
landed. The other boats appointed to support the party,
failed in their duty, by which those who had first landed, after
having first obliged the enemy to retreat, were in their turn
under the necessity to retire; at this moment, Major Henly
received the fatal ball through the heart. Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Jackson was wounded, and Captain .Hubbart, Paymaster
of Colonel Sargent's regiment, killed. The genius of
America starts as from a trance, at her neglect to guard the
lives of a Knowlton and a lIenly; and then absorbed in
melancholy, sighs, "it was a mistake, tbey were not to have
fallen, only upon the decision of the fate of an empire."

AARON BURR TO MRS. EDWARDS.

King's Bridge, September 26, ]776.

l\h DEARAUNT: I fear, madam, you give yourself need-
less anxiety about the situation of publick affairs. It has
been always held a maxim, tbat our island and seaport
towns were at the discretion of tbe tyrant of Great Britain.
Reasons for the retreat from Long-Island are well known;
the evacuation of New- York was a necessary consequence.
The manner of conducting tbese made present advantages
but trifling to the enemy. The loss to us is of still less im-
portance; and indeed some happy consequences resulting
from the mancellvres appear to be worthy of notice.

We have hitherto opposed them with less than half their
number, and exposed to all their advantages of shipping.
Our force is now more united, theirs more divided. Our
present situation renders their navy of less sen'ice to them,
and less formidable to us; a circumstance of vast importance,
and to which I attribute all that has heretofore appeared in
their favour. Add to these, besides confirming our internal
union, the effect that every appearance of success on the
part of the enemy has upon our leading men. It arouses
them from the lethargy which began to prevail; convinces
them that their measures are unequal to their grand designs;
that the present is the important moment, and that every
nerve must' now be exerted.

This is not altogether fanciful. It has been actually tbe
case. More effectual measures than were ever before thought
of are now taking for levying a new army. A Committee
of Congress are on the spot with us to know all our wanis,
and report them properly, tbat they may be speedily pro-
vided for. I do not intend by this, my dear aunt, to deceive
you into an opinion that every thing is already entirely se-
cure; that we are now actually relieved from every degree
of danger; but to remove yOur apprehensions concerning
the important events which depend on our military exer-
tions. I hope, madam, you will continue, with your usual
philosophy and re50lution, prepared for the uncertain e\'ents
of war, not anticipating improbable calamities.
. Various have been the reports concerning the barbarities
committed by the Hessians, most of them incredible and
false. They are fonder of plunder tban blood, and are
more the engines than the authors of cruelty. But their
behaviour ha~ been in some instances savage, and might ex-
cuse a fear, if reckoned among usual calamities; but these
should be viewed on a larger scale than tbat of common
complaisance. It should be' remembered we are engaged
in a civil war, and effecting tbe most impOltant revolution
that ever took place. How little of the horro:Jl's of eithe~
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bave we known! Fire or the sword have scarce left a trace
1!mongus. We may be truly called a favoured people.,

I have been not so engaged as common for a short time
past, and have liberty of remaining, for three or four days,
about two miles from camp, from whence I now write you
a little more at leisure; but I am now within drum-call.

Your nephew, A. BURR.
To Mrs. Edwards.

JOHN SLOSS HOBART TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Head-Q.uarters, September 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I wrote to you last night by Captain Rogers,
since which have conversed with General Washington, who
has ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston to repair to the
forts in the Highlands, with his detachment. If this rein-
forcement should arrive it cannot be sufficient; therefore I
hope no pains will be spared to bring the Militia already
ordered to those posts.

With respect to the exchange of General TJToodhull, I
have agreed to furnish Mr. Lewis, a man here, with a copy
of the resolution of Convention respecting that subject, and
to solicit his interposition with Congress, that the General
may be excha~ged as soon as possible. This being don:.
I propose to proceed to Connecticut to-morrow, and there
wait an answer to mine of yesterday by Captain Rogers,
who, I suppose, will return rmmediately.

I am extremely sorry to say, that I can hear no intelli-
gence of the Committee of Safety you ordered to sit below
the Highlands.

I ha ve been this morning upon the lines, and observe that
the enemy are erecting works to annoy our advanced posts.
God send them disappointment.

In haste I remainyour mostobedientservant, .

JOHN SLOSS HOBART.
To New- York Convention.

CAPTAIN CREGIER TO NEW-YORK r.ONVENTION.
Fishkill, September 26,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have donemyself the honourin waiting
upon your honourable House in ordel' to lay before you the
state and condition of the schooner General Putnam, under
my command; and finding there can be no Convention, by
reason that some of the members are absent and it being
uncertain when those gentlemen will return, I, to avoid the
expenses which myself and horse being at, think it prudent
to return to my house at the King's Bridge, where I shall
remain at my own expense until I receive further ins(ruc-
tions from your honourable House.

Gentlemen, I must, in the first place, acquaint you that
my provisions being expended, having not more on board
than will support the company about fifteen days; in the
next place, my vessel being very small a,nd low in the
water, my greatest ordnance being twel ve swivel-guns, the
shrouds very old and not trustworthy, my best bower cable
being very poor, the vessel very weak and leaky, which
weakness proceeded from her lying on a bar and heavy surf
breaking over her when I was run on shore by a man-of-
war, the people much exposed when under sail, or even in
hard rains the water pouring into their cabins, which pre-
vents them of lying into their beds, (diligent search has been
made in order to stop the leaks, but all Lono purpose,) daily
complaints being made by my people in regard to the ves-
sel's condition, and the season of the year advancing towards
cold and stormy weather; this, gentlemen, is certainly the
condition of the vessel; the people almost naked, having no
shoes nor stockings, and the most part of them not the second
shirt to their backs; no money has been advanced to them
but {i'om my own private purse; no fresh meat allowed, al-
though I have applied for it; no rum allowed them, which
has occasioned much disturbance on board; they have de-
manded an allowance of half pint of rum per day, which is
allowed the men in the Continental fleet, and insist upon it
that the Provincial Congress gives that allowance. A riot
was made just before I left the vessel in regard to their al-
lowance of rum, in which afiilir.I was obliged to make use
of my authority amongst some of the principal ringleaders,
upon which some of them have undertaken to complain of my
conduct to your Honours by letter. I never heard that the
conduct of a commander was to be taken notice of by a report
made by a common Boatswain, Carpenter, or Gunner, and

men who sacrifice every thing that is dear to them for a
single can of grog; men whom I have picked up and put
in office on purpose to have the vessel manned, and as the
vessel is but very small I was glad to pick up any trash. I
am very clear you will not find any principal officers' names
in that complaint; they are men of good families amI char-
acters, hearty in the cause of liberty; if such men were to
complain of my conduct, I confess I ought to stand cor-
rected. Perhaps the namesof my chief officersyou would
be glad to know: my chief Lieutenant is Thomas Quigley,
David Walker is my Second Lieutenant, Eliakim Little
is the Master,and Cornelius l!rench is my Mate, and upon
the whole I would recommimd it to your honourable House'
to give directions to lay the vesselup as unfit for any further
service this season,as I look upon keeping her any longer
in commissionwill only be a great expense, without the
gleam of any profit or service. As for my part, I am de-
termined not to enjoy a commission unless I can be of ser-
vice to my country; for I should,on that part of the coast,
where the vessel is, on]y be picking the publick's pocket,
as nothing is to be met with there but frigates, sloops of
war, and large tenders, which we are not able to engage.
I am determined to serve in the present cause, and will
spend my last moments in serving my country, and fix my-
self at the seat of war, and whenever I am called on will
cheerfully join heart and hand with my staunch countt'ymen.
The accounts of the vessel should be settled and the people
paid off, which matter I leave to be determined by your
Honours, and shall wait your command with due respect;
and am YOUl' most obedient, humble .

THOMAS CREGIER.

To the honourable gentlemen of the ConventIOn of the State
of New- York.

MEMORIAL OF JOHN MACAMLY AND NATHANIEL FINCH.

To the Honourable Convention of the State of NEW-YORK,
now convened at FISHKILL, Sfc.

This memorial humbly showeth, that on Tuesday, the

24th of this instant, a number of persons assembled together
at Florida, in Orange County, in order to procure salt by
some means, as there was none exposed for sale; they were
at a loss what method to take, and had agreed to go, and if
such places as they found quantities of salt deposited in,
was not at their request exposed to sale at a reasonable
price, allowing a sufficient profit to the owner, they were

determined to break open such places and to proceed to sell
the same to such persons as were in want of that article,
according to their present necessity; observing still that the
owners were made good the prime cost and reasonable profits,
and to leave them what might be thought their proportion
of the same according to their circumstances. But as this
method was not thought prudent, they were prevai]ed upon
to desist the putting the same into execution until the advice
of this honourable Convention could be had in this difficulty,
and further your memorialists saith not.

JOHN MACAMLY,
NATHANIEL FINCH.September 26, 1776,

JOHANNES SLEGHT TO JOHN M'KESSON.

Kingslon, September 26, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Since the time that the printing offices have
stopped, the intelligence which we get is so confused that
we can hardly ever come to the truth of any thing we hear.
The Committee of this town, with the advice of many u'ue
friends and well-wishers to bur cause, have therefore thought
good to hire a man to go twir;e a week to the Convention
of this State, or to King's Bridge, if occasion should re-
quire, to get the certainty at least of such things of conse-
quence as are a seCret to no man. \Ve have sent the bearer,
Jtloses Yeoman, who we can recommend as a person fit to
be trusted with any thing belonging to that business, and as
we don't doubt but this post will be of service to the publick
in general, we have the more reason to hope to be- furnished
with this weekly intelligence from your honoured Board,
which if you will oblige us with, shall e\'er be thankfid!y
acknowledged by your obedient, humble servants,

By order of the Committee:

JOHANNES SLEGHT, Chairman.
To Mr. John McKesson, Seeretary to the Convention of the

State of New- York.
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GENERAL SCHU1'LE1t TO'rHE PRESIDENT,OF' CONGRESS.

[Read October 4, 1776.]
Albany, September 26,1716.

SIR: Yesterday I received sundry papers and letters from
General Gates and General Arnold, copies whereof I have
transmitted to the Commander-in-Chief, and which his
Excellency will probably forward to Congress by this con-
veyance.

I did myself the honour to address Congress in a letter
of this date, in which I forgot to remind them of the very
great distressour troops are in forwant of clothing of every

'kind, but more especially shoes and stockings, and that none
are to be had here. I must entreat Congress to pardon me
if I observe, that unless a very speedy supply is sent, the
most fatal consequences must inevitably ensue.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To the lIon. John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, September 26.1776.

DEARGENERAL: Your favours of the 22d and 23d in-
stant I had the pleasure to receive on the 25th, with the
papers they enclosed, copies of which I have transmitted to
Congress.

I have not yet seen Antoine Girard, the Canadian,
mentioned in your lettel'. ,

I can readily conceive, my dear sir, that you have neither
sought nor solicited the command in this department, but it
must devolve of course on you, as I have sent my resigna-
tion-a step which Qongress drove me to by what I con-
ceive a most unjustifiable wBnt of attention to the most
reasonable requests repeatedly made. But although I feel a
resentment for ill usage, I can never forget my duty to my
country, and whoever you shaH appoint to command in this
place wiJI, if he chooses to accept of it, experience every
assistance in my power to give.

I bope you have before this received the first parcel of
cordage you wrote for. I have sent boats express for what
was meotioned in the list enclosed in your last letter.

What few troops are here cannot be spared. They are
hardly sufficient for the indispensably necessary duty of the
place. The Militia, I doubt not, will march with the utmost
expedition as soon as they shaH be called upon. It will be
necessary, as soon as you want their aid, not only to let me
know it, but also to send expresses to the New-England
States, by the way of Skenesborough.

I enclose you sundry resolutions of Congress, transmitted
me by General Washington, by which you will perceive
that Congress have resolved to send you the ammunition
wrote for; but when it was to leave Philadelphia, I do not
know, as I am not honoured with a line from thence. It
will be forwarded from hence without any delay, aod under
the best escort I can afford.

Mr. Livingston has sent to Esopus and Poughkeepsie for
wine; not a gallon is to be had in this place.

Dr. Stringer, in a letter of the 19th instant, from Boston,
advises me that he is likely to succeed in procuring a very
considerable quantity of such medicines as we stand most
in need of,and that he wi\1 hastenup with them. Dr. Lyn
is out on the same errand.

You will please to publish in orders such of the resolu-. tions of Congress as are necessary so to be. For God's
sake, try to keep the Pennsylvania and New-Jersey regi-
ments in service until every possibility of the enemy's
crossing the Lake this campaign disappears. They may,
as you imagine, soon make the attempt. I rather wish
they would, than delay it five or six weeks longer, as I fear
too many of our troops will leave you by that time.

Adieu, my dear General, and believe me, with every
friendly wisb, your obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To Hon~General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

September 26. 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Yesterday I received your letter of the
21st instant. I hope your little schooner had ample satis-
faction for the injury her people sl,dfered in the batteau.

This will be delivered you by Captain Warner, of tlul
Trumbullrow-galley. Shecarries you a finereinforcement
of seamen, and besides, is herself a considerable addition to
your squadron. The schooner and the two other galleys
will follow Sunday or Monday, at farthest; but the cordage
is not yet arrived, and General Waterbury assures me that
if your estimate was as large as you mention it to have been,
not more than a third of it can have been sent, as more
than twenty coils of rigging are now wanted for the gaJleys
already built. The powder wrote for so long ago, is not
even in part received at Tyonderoga; so economy is the
word. You cannot be more anxious to have all the gaUeys
with you, than we are to send them. Be satisfied more
canno.t be done than is done to despatch them.

Colonel Trumbull writes you an account, or rather rumour,
of an action that happened last Sunday, near Turtle Bay.
When any thing .to be depended upon arrives, I will send
it you without delay. Enclosed is Dr. Potts's letter to me,
which I received last night. My affectionate compliments
to Colonel Wigglesworth.

I am, dear General,

To Brigadier-General Arnold.

Ho. GATES.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, 10 o'clock A, M., September 26, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: A surgeon and a boatswain of the fleet
wbich were last sent down with provision, in a batteau,
just now arrived here. They were as far as Split-Rock,
when yesterday morning about ten o'cloc!{, they heard a
firing of about fifty cannon, near the /slela Motte, as they
supposed. They thought it sounded like the noise of ves-
sels engaged. The wind being unfavouj'ab!e they could
only distinguish it now and then, and then afterwanls during
tbe day. About ten o'clock at nigbt they heard it again-
about fifty guns more. Also, this morning. What firing it
was, is uncertain. I take the earliest opportunity of men-
tioning it to you. It may have been only a firing of our
fleet upon some Indians.

The fellows who returned say tbey came back here in order
to know of me whether it was proper to proceed. I send
them to the fleet just now with a reprimand for their timid-
ity. I just now also send off a boat with a Sergeant and
eight men towards the fleet to know what has been the
matter. The galleys are wanted below. I send you the
account as I have it. The enemy will doubtless pay us a
visit if they can.

I am in great want of the forty canisters of grape-shot for
four-pounders. They may be delivered to the bearer. I
have directed him to return this evening with any returns
you may have for me. You will please to give directions
for a boat and some men to assist in bringing him back.
The wind is ~ unfavourable I must send him by land.

I am, dear General, your most bumble servant,
THOS. HARTLEY.

P. S. I would be glad tbat a couple of thousand car-
tridges for muskets could be sent in a few days, or by the
bearer. Yours, &c., THOS. HARTLEY.

I ordered a young man to copy my letter. He has done
it incorrectly and signed my name. You will excuse it on
this occasion. I hope the Albany Militia may not be
alarmed tilll can send you furtber intelligence, as I hope
all may yet be well. J am your most humble servant,

THOS. HARTLEY.11 o'clock A. M.

CAPTAIN FASSETT TO GENERAL GATES.
Williston, September 26, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: Yesterday the enemy
was discovered in sundry places near my post. I had three
parties out, one of which discovered a number of the enemy,
at which time a party of Indians came to an advance party
and fired on the party of men, and took three of them and
pursued some more which they could not overtake; the
party by the best account, in the whole, is large.

The party under my command, seeing Ollr circumstances,
could not be persuaded to stay on the other side of the
river, and haveremovedone mile across the river, contrary
to orders. I do all that I can to keep them. They say they
had as good die one way as the other. Our road to the
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Lake is ~topped. We have not more than three days' pro~
visions with us. I would be willing to stay and do tbe best
I could, if my men would stay; but tbey will not, more tban
five or six of them, stay. Every thing lies in my power I
will do; I can do no more.

The event of the siege I cannot tell. :My command at
this place is gone. Flattery is all I can do. Some of the
inhabitants choose to stay, which gives them hard thoughts
of their conduct. I cannot write the whole; must subscribe
myself your humble servant,

JONATHAN FASSETT, Captain.

In haste to the Hon. H. Gates, Major-General.

COLONEL BARRETT TO GENERAL GATES.

Rutland, September 26, 1776.

SIR: I wrote to your Honour the 19th ultimo by Mr.
~wain, the return of your Honour's orders to Major Hois-
ington. Have now the honour of a visit of Captain Ra-
ment from YOllr Honour to inspect the work, who will inform
your Honour how matters are prosecuted. I would inform
your Honour that I am prosecuting your Honour's instruc-
tionsas vigorouslyas possible,with the small party I have,
both on the road and bridge; as to the great bridge, we have
got it in a good way-part raised, and raising the remainder,
and hope to finish it by the middle of next week, if weather
permitS. One party is steadily at work on the road, and I
expect to get through with this part of the new road the
week after next. I should be extremely glad if I could
have some spades and hoes, which would be very service-
able; and I am, sir, your Honour's most obedient, humble
servant J B ~. J,

anN ARRETT,oupenntenu,ent.

To the Hon. General Gates.

JOHN BROOM TO ABRAHA~I YATES.

New-Haven, September 26, 1776,

SIR: I was yesterday served with an order of Conven-
tion of the 14th instant, directing my attendance as a mem-
ber forthwith. Mr. L'Hommedieu and myself had agreed
to set out last week for Fishkills; but he did not come here
according to appointment, and indeed if he had, it wouJd
not have been in my power to haveleft home,as threeof
my family were taken sick neal' about that time; they are
now on the recovery, and hope soon to have the pleasure
of attending. Meantime I am your and tbe Convention's
humble servant, J BOHN ROOM.

To the Hon. Abraham Yates, Esq., President of the Con-
vention at Fishkills.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, September 26, 1176,

Present: His Honollr the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, Richard Law, William Hillhouse, Na-
thaniel Wales, Jun., Titus Hosmer, Benjamin Huntington,
Esqs.

Voted, That an order be drawn on the Pay-Table, in
favour of Captain William Coit, commander of the ship
Oliver Cromwdl, for six hundred pounds lawful money,
for the Colony use. (Order, September 26, 1776.)

Voted, That an order be drawn on the Pay-Table, in
favour of Captain Ephraim Bell, for three hundred pounds
lawful money, to be on account of ship Oliver Cromwell.
(Order drawn September 26, 1776.)

Voted, To draw an order on Messrs. Elderkin 8; Wales,
for ten pounds of Powder, to be delivered to Mr. Simeon
!,uf:ker, of the State of Rhode-Island, he paying five shil-
Imgsfour pence per pound for the same. (Order drawn
September 26, 1776; delivered Mr. Wales.)

Mr. Benjamin Renshaw, of Middletown, exhibited his
account of a journey of himself and expenses to Salisbury,
and transporting five tons of Guns from thence to Middle-
town, amounting te £31 6s. 10M.; which is allowed, and
voted an order on the Pay-Table for the same. (Order
drawn September 26, and delivered Mr. Hosmer.)

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for five hundred
pounds, in favour of Colonel Joshua Porter, to enable him
to carryon the publick works of the Furnace at Salisbury,

and to be in account. (Order drawn September 26, 1776;
deliveredHez. Fitclt, Esq.) ,

Voted, That the overseers of the Furnace be directed
to cast six and four Pounders until the sitting of the Assem-
bly, or until further orders from the Assembly or this Coun-
cil.

Voted, That Messrs. John Hudson 8; Co., {i'om Long-
Island, be encouraged to depend on purchasing four four--
pound Cannon and four Swivels Ii'om this State, as soon as
they can be cast and finished; and the overseers of the
Furnace at Salisbury are hereby directed to deliver the
same to them accordingly, they paying the customary there-
for.

Voted, That Messrs. Lyon 8; Co., at East Haddam, be
encouraged to depend on purchasing two six-poUIlders and
eight four-pounders of Cannon from this State, as soon a!
they can be cast, for their Privateer; and the overseers of
the Furnace are directed to deliver them accordingly, at
the price given by others for Cannon of the same size.

Voted, That Captain Jabez Perkins be encouraged to
depend on purchasing two four-pounders of Cannon fi'Om
this State, as soon as they can be cast, for the useof his
Privateer or Letter-of-Marque; and the overseers of the
Furnace are dirp;cted to deliver the same accordingly, at
the customary pl'lce.

DAVID MATTHEWS TO ABRAHAM YATES.
Litchfield, September 26.1776.

SIR: I received your letter yesterday, dated the 28th
August; and should be glad, if I am to appear before you,
that it might be soon; for if it is delayed a few weeks
longer, I shall appear before you as Adam did to himself
after he had eaten the forbidden fi'uit, for I only brought
here a few summer clothes, and there are none to be bought
here, if I had ever so much money; and you will perceive,
from my letter to Mrs. Matthews, what effect my letter of
credit had. I can get nQthing from home, for I have never
heard a word from my wife and children since the King's
troops landed on Long-Island, so that I can't tell whether
they are in thp Jaml of the living or not; and jf living now,
it seems very probable that they will starve before next
Spring, as they have no one to provide the least article for
them.

I had one jaunt to Hartford, and was sent back here. I
expect every day to be ordered to some other part of the
Province; for there are some people at work to make my
life as uneasy as possible, as you will see by this enclosed
copy of a letter from Captain Seymour to the Governoul'.
The Committee here have been compelled to write to Gov~
emour Trumbull for my removal,in order to pacify some
people who are set on by some designing man. They insist
that I can blow up this town, if I set myself about it.
Thev make me out to be a worker of miracles. 0 that I
could! I would soon leave them on the town to themselves.
The Sheriff has given orders that I shall not approach the
gaol, lest the doOl's fly open and tbe prisoners escape. I
really could never have thought myself of so much conse-
quence, until I came here, where I find, by report, that I
have an army of ten thousand men, and can do more than
any of the ancient knights-errant could boast of. This
mighty consequence, I am afraid, will, nevertheless, be the
means of my being both hungry and naked very soon.

I should not, have returned to this cold wilderness, had
not the Sheriff at Hartford declared that he must, if I was
delivered to him, by virtue of Govemour Trumbulfs war-
rant, lock me up in gaol, where I had no bed nor any thing
to rest on. However, as it seems it must come to it soon,
I hope my end may come at the same time, and that, I
hope, will satisfy all my enemies.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
D. MATTHEWS.

To Abraham Yates, Esq.

Litchfield, September 20, 1776.

SIR: I am extremely sorry to trouble your Honour, when
~atters of tbe !?'reatest irnp,ortance are constantly employ-
lllg your attentIon, but bemg dl'Ove to the necessity, by
some ve.ry ~roub.1esome people, of applying to your Honour
for the JustificatIon of my conduct, I make no doubt your
Honour will excuse the trouble I may give YOll,in a matter,
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in which some people are pleased to say my character is
concerned.

Whim I did myself the honour of waiting on you at
Lebanon, I delivered to you a letter from Mr. :Matthews,
the contents of which I understood to be a request from
him to your Honour, that he might be either put under the
care of the Committee at Hartford, or be returned to
Litchfield, under my care. Mr. Matthews, before he wrote
that leller, had put the question to me, whether, if he ob-
tained your leave to return to Litchfield, I would consent to
take him to my house? I told him if he would be accom-
modated at Hartford, it would do better, but that if your
Honour should ordflr him back, I would do every thing in
my power to make his 1;tayas comfortable as possible, espe-
cially as I was informed, by some of the Committee, that
they had no objections to his stay at Litchfield, and that the
only difficulty was with some few people, who insisted that
I had nothing to show for my keeping him. -

Your Honour was pleased, as I conceive, in consequence
of Mr. Matthews's request in his letter, to order him back
to this place, under my custody, where every thing remained
quiet until yesterday, when about a dozen people, without
alleging the least cause of complaint against Mr. ]}Iatthews's
conduct or mine, except in bringing him back, waited on
our Committee, and insisted that I should be called before
them, in order to show why I brought Mr. ltfatthews back.
I accordingly waited on the Committee, and produced your
Honour's order. They have insisted that such order would
not have been granted only at my particular request, or
some other gentleman's; which has induced me thus to
appeal to your Honour, although my principles and charac-
ter are too well known and established to be hurt by such
people. I should, nevertheless, be extremely obliged to
your Honour for a few lines, by way of information,whether
Mr. Matthews's return here was not solely in consequence
of his letter and the information that the Committee had
no objections to his stay; for I believe your Honour will
remember that I mentioned that if J\1r. Matthews could be
accommodated at Har{ford, it would be full as agreeable
to me, as he would be better supplied there than at Litch-
field. This, I believe, will put a stop to any further
uneasiness, as they give out that it was solely through my
measures, or some of the Committee, that Mr. .Matthews
was sent back here.

I can safely say that my conduct through this whole
business, has been governed by those principles which are
dictated by humanity, and will always induce me to treat a
person well who behaves well. If Mr. Matthews was to
busy himself with politicks,or endeavoured to .persuade
people from the cause of their country, there is no man that
would sooner turn him from his house than myself. But I
believe there is no person here knows, from his conduct,
what his political creed is, for he avoids talking on politicks.
Howevel', if your Honour should order him away, I have
no objection.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
. lVIOSES SEYMOUR.

To Governour Trumbull.

DANIEL TILLINGHAST TO GENERAl, WASHINGTON.

Providence, September 26. 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to a resolve of Congress, I now forward
your Excellency seventy-two tents, via New-London, to
the care of Nathaniel Shaw, Esq., agent there. I shall
forward a number more as soon as finished.

I am, with great respect, your E1\cellency's most obedient
servant, TDANL. ILLINGHAST,Agent.

To His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-
Chief of"the American Army.

GENERAL WARD TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Boston, September 26, 1776.

GENTLE~JEN: Your letter of the 24th instant, I rec~ived
last evening; and agreeable to your request I have ordered
five hundred pound of powder and one thousand pound of
ball out of the Continental store, to be forwarded this morn-
ing with the utmost expedition for Hartford, and there to
be delivered to the Committee of Correspondence, who will

deliver it to the commanding officers of your regiments as
soon as they arrive there.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMUS WARD.

To the Committee of Safety in New-Hampshire.

AARON HOBART TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Abington, September 26, 1776.

SIR: Fm. want of cash, I have sold all the cannon I
have by me, so you can't have them. I have waited for
another blast, but can't have none at present for want of
pig iron. Please to send me all your old iron.

AARON HOBART.

To Richard Devens, Esq. .

[Per favour of Captain TVeston.]

Boston, September 26, 1776,

The privateer General Greene, of East-Greenwich, and
the privateer Harlequin, of Baltimore, have taken a Jamaica
ship of three hundred and ten tons, and sent her into a safe
port. Her cargo consists of three hundred and twelve
h?gsheads of sugar, eighty-two pun~heon~ of r~m, thirty-six
pIpes and four hogsheads of Madez7'aWille, eIghteen hun-
dred pounds weight of copper, &c. This ship, we hear,
sailed in company with a large fleet, convoyed by two
men-of-war, one of which was soon to leave them; the
other, said to be a dull sailer, was to proceed with them to
Europe.

Last Sunday, was sent into Providence by Captain
Munro, the prize~shipBlaze-Castle, from Barbadoes, bound
for London, ha~'ing on board one hundred pipes Madeira
wine, one hundred and twenty hogsheads of sugar, ei!1hteen
hundred weight whalebone, one hundred and twenty barrels
of oil, &c. '

,

Last ltlonday, was sent into this harbour by the Eagle, (
Captain Paine, a ship of one hundred and sixty tons, from
Grenada, bound to London, having- on board one hundred
and fifty puncheons of rum, one hundred and nine hogs-
heads of sugm', some cotton, &c.

Yesterday morning, a sloop, laden with dry fish, was
carried in.to Sakm by Captain Waters, in the schooner
Dolphin, mounting only six swivels.

MAJOR DRIVER AND COLONEL STAINTON TO MARYLAND CON'"

VENTI ON.

Caroline County, September 27, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to the resolve of the Conven-
tion, we have had a meeting of the two battalions in this
County, in order to see who would step forth as officers for
the company to be raised in this County, when the gen-
tlemen offered themselves as follows:

Captain William Haslett, Captain Nehemiah Andrew
Lieutenant William Rich, MI'. James White as Captains:
Mr. Ambrose Mitchel, lVIr.John lUilboun Walls as Lieu~
tenants; Mr. William Chipley as Ensign. '

.A,nd we are of opinion tha~ the proper officers to be com-
mIssioned of the above-mentIOned persons are, Mr. William
Haslett, as Captain; Mr. Ambrose lI-fitchel,as First Lieu-
tenant; MI'. John Milboun Walls, Second Lieutenant and
Mr. William Chipley, Ensign. '

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
MATTHEW DRIVER, 1J1ajor and Commander

of the 14th Battalion of Militia.
BENSON STAINTON, Lieutenant- Colonel of

the 20th Battalion of Militia.

To the Honourable ~he Convention of Maryland, or in their
recess, the CounCIl of Safety, Annapolis.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

PhiladeJphia, September 27,1776.

~IR: I have th,e,honour to enclose ypu sundry resolves,
which are so exphclt that I need only request your attention
to them.

You wi!l perceive that Congress have come to a deter-
mination to al1gmept our army to eighty-eight battalions, and
to engage the troops to serve during the continuance of the
war, being thoroughly convinced by repeated instances that
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the short and limited inlistment of troops has been the
source of much mischief to the service.~ ~

In order that these troops may be better disciplined, the
Congress have abolished the system of rules and articles for
the government of the army which they at first instituted,
and have adopted a new one, sundry copies of which I en-
close you.

lt is also their determination that the strictest discipline
should be kept up in the army, that the soldiers should be
daily trained and practised in their different manoouvres.
An attention to these things, you will observe by the en-
closed resolves, will be the likeliest way to obtain promO-
tion, and will be the surest recommendation to their notice.

The Committee of Congress to confer with you on the
state of the army, &c., will set out to-morrow or next day
for Tyconderoga. To them I beg leave to refer you; and
am, with every sentiment of esteem and regard, sir, Y0ur
most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To General Schuyler, A.lbany.
P. S. The attention of Congress has been so much taken

up by our affairs at New- York, that I have not time to re-
ply to your several letters, but hope I shall have leisure to
do it by the next conveyance, and that Congress will soon
determine on the subject of them. They are now in the
hands of a special committee.

In Congress, Seplernber 25, 1776.

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be directed to send immedi-
ately to General Gates all the white Shirts, Shoes and Stock-
ings he now has in his possession, and which are unappro-
priated, for the use of the Northern Army; and that he use
the utmost diligence in buying, collecting and getting made
immediately as many more of those articles as possible,
makinrrweekly reports to Congress of what he obtains.

Th~t General Schuyler or the commanding officer at
Albany, be desired to employ proper persons immediately,
to make up into Soldiers' Clothes the woollens mentioned by
General Schuyler, and transmit the same without delay to
the General commanding the Northern Army, for the use of
such of the troops in that army as have inlisted for three
years, or will inlist during the war.

That Richard Val'iclc, (]ate Captain in Colonel McDou-
gall's Regiment, which office he has resigned,) Secretary
to the Honourable Major-General Schuyler, be appointed
Deputy Mustermaster-General to the Northern Army, and
that Major Henry Brockholst Livingston, Aid-dc-Camp to
General Schuyler, be provided for by Congress in a station
equal to his merit when a proper vacancy happens, he
being recommended by the General as a very deserving
officer.

Mr. Stockton and Mr. Clymer, appointed a Committee
to proceed to Tycondtroga, to confer with General Gates
with respect to the Army under his command, agreeable to
instructions given said Committee, by Congress.

By order of Congress: JOHNHANCOCK,President.

the troops daily trained, and to enure them to the most ex-
emplary discipline.

The Congress having appointed a Committee to repair to
Tyonderoga, and to devise ways and mean~ of providing
the Northern army with provisions, medicines, and other
necessaries, have chosen Mr. StocktQn and Mr. Clymer,
who will begin their journey on Monday next. To them,
therefore, I beg leave to refer you for further particulars on
this subject; and am, with great respect and esteem, sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To General Gates.
P. S. The attention of Congress has been so much taken

up by our affairs at lVew- York, that I have not had time to
reply particularly fa your letters, but h.ope I shall have lei-
sure to do it by the next conveyance, and that Congress
will soon determine on the subject of them.

RICHARD PETERS TO JASPER YEATES.

Philadelphia, Seplember 27, 1776.

DEARSIR: A Captain Hesketh's baggage is at Lancas-
ter, under the care of his servant and Sergeant Cooper,
prisonel'Sof war. He wants it much at Philadelphia, and
does not know how to get it. Do be so good as to take
the pains of inquiring after it, and send it down, directed to
my care. If it be in the custody of the Committee, this
letter will, I fancy, be a justification for their delivery of it.
He is a British officer, a prisonel' of war, and a very good,
but a very helpless man, therefore requires assistance in this
matter. I will pay any expense attending the baggage.
The reason of troubling you is, that the chests are broke
open, and require either new locks or to be corded and
sealed, and sent in the care of some trusty person. As the
baggage is under these circumstances, I know it is disagree-
able to have any thing to do with it. But he knows this,
and though he believes the people who have them honest,
he 'must run the risk.

I am your affectionate, humble servant,
RICHARD PETERS.

To Jasper Yeates, Esq.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED NEW-YORK, SEPTEMBER 2'1,

1776.
To THE PRINTER OF TRE LONDON CHI\ONICL&:

SIR: For lhe comforl of some of your late
.

correspondenls, who seem
to be much dislressed with apprehensions thal lhe King's Commis-
sinners in J1merica are sacrificing lhe honour of Old England, in pitiful
negotialion3, be SO good 8S tl,) insert in your paper lhe following exlmct
from a leller dated New-York, Seplembc,' 27. The writer of lhe leller
is a gendeman of observation and integrily, a greal sufferer by lhe
rebellion, and inilexibly allached 10 the honour and intcrcsl of Gov-
ernmenl.

I am very easy as to the Commissioners, their powers,
and their conduct as such, since their arrival. Many and
very ridiculous have been the alarms concerning the frequent
flags of truce that have passed between them and the Rebels,
both before the army landed, and after the action of the
27th ultimo; and these alarms, which have arisen from idle
apprehensions that matters were going to be patched and

PRESIDENTOF CONGRESSTOGENERALGATES. juggled up, were so frequent, that many sensible but over-
Philadelphia,Seplember27, ln6. sanguine people began to be affected. The whole matter

Sm: I have the honour to enclose you sundry resolves of was, that it was thought advisable and proper, during the
ConlTl'ess,to which I must refer your attention. They relate interval of preparation for the moving of the army, to draw
to a °val'iety 01 subjects, as you will perceive, and are ex- up a kind of Declaration, expressing the powers of the
trernely necessary for your information and the direction of Commissioners, and the terms his Majesty was inclined to
your future conduct. grant to such as would lay down their arms and return to

The Congress having resolved to raise eighty-eight bat- their duty, which was certainly right. Two flags, one to
talions of Continental troops, are anxious to promote discip- Amboy, and the other to Washington,were despatchedby
line and subordination in their army as much as possible. Lord Howe. The former delivered letters to the Rebel
For this purpose they have repealed the system of military commanding officer there, (at Amboy,) directed to several
law they at first adopted, and instituted in its room a more members of the grand Congress, at Philadelphia, enclosing
severe and rigorous one, as better cal~ulated to introduce those Declarations, which were politely received and for-
obedience and regularity among the troops. It is also the warded: The other, to Washington, being addressed to
determination of Congress that an attention to these things George Washington, &c., &c.; he immediately ret!Jmed
will be the best method of obtaining promotion, and will be unopened, telling the officer he (Washington) knew no such
the most effectual. means of recommending the officers in person. There is a fellow for you! I suppose you do not
the army of the United States to their notice. wonder that he did not know himself.

Without a well-disciplined army it is impossible to ex;- A day or two after, tbe General sent Colonel Patterson
pect success against veteran troops. You will therefore with a flag to Washington, as I was credibly informed,
give orders to all the officers under your commandto have relativeto an exchangeof the Twenty-Sixth Regiment,and
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others, that had been taken by Montgomery, at Chambly
and St. John's, for six hundred men that had been taken
by Captain Forster from Arnold, in Canada, agreeable to
a treaty tbat had been entered into between Forster and
Arnold, which the Cong~ess had formed artifices .and pre-
tences to evade, and whwh solemn treaty they still refuse

'to fulfill, notwithstanding delivered his own son, and eigbt
or nine of his principal officers, as hostages.

- Soon after came down a flag from Washington, ~y a
certain Joseph Reed, formerly a lawyer, but now Washwg-
ton's Secretary, and a Major. Being introduced to Lord
Howe, he began a long and laboured harangue, on the
oppressions of the Ministry and Parliament, and the long-
sufferings of injUl'ed Americ~. His Lordship heard ~im for
a while, and then asked him very coolly to explam the
nature of the business he was sent upon. He answered,

"
He was sent by the army of America to know what terms

Great Britain had to offer." To which his Lordship
replied, "None at all, unless they would lay d?wn their
arms and return to their duty; that he and IJis brother
were' sent to compel them to terms; and that if they liked
.fiO"htinO"better than a dutifill obedience, he might assure the
p~rson~ wbo sent him they should very speedily have enough
of it."

I told you General Sullivan was taken in the action of
the 27th; I should have rather said he was caught creeping
out of a swamp on his hands and knees, the :.28th, in the
morning, when he was carried to Head-Quarters. He
endeavoured to persuade the General and Admiral that
there was nothing the Rebel army desired so much as peace,
if they could but have any tolerable terms; and begged the
brothers would suffer him to go to New- York on his parole,
to try what he could do, which was agreed to; and away
he ~ent to New- York and Philadelphl:a, and. returned on
board the Admiral in eight days. What report he made
to the Admiral I have not yet lea1'l1ed; but in tbree or four
days came down a flag of truce, asking his Lordship for a
safe conduct for three Delegates of the grand Congress,
viz: Adams, Franklin, and Rutledge; which being granted
them, they came on board the Eagle, when his Lordship
asked them, "

How they expected to be treated?" Adams
said,

"
As Delegates from the free and independent States

of America." His Lordship made them no reply, but
turned upon his heel with a sneer, and ordered ,tbe Ameri-
can ambassadors away immediately. Since which there
have been no more flags of truce, the officers of the army
havinO", one and all, openly assured the General, that tbey
wish ~o have no cartel or treaty of any kind with Rebels
as to exchanges, because they now look upon it as dishon-
olll'able to his Majesty's army; and that therefore they
will very freely take their chance in all engagements that
may in filture happen between the army and the Rebels.

These little anecdotes you may depend on as true; they
have served to convince us, and indeed I am convinced
more and more every day, of the happy and judicious
choice his Majesty and his Ministers have made, in these
two brave and worthy men; everyone of whose actions is
the pure result of wisdom, prudence, and humanity.

I am quite charmed with Lord Howe's behaviour on the
27th; nothing could exceed his anxiety and vigilance.
About nine o'clock in the morning the brigades of the left
winO"had made a halt on the hills at the edge of the woods
behind Brooklyn, waiting partly for the fi-ont, and partly
for want of ammunition; which his Lordship understanding,
he immediately collected together what he could in a boat,
and went himself with it, sending the boat's crew with it
upon their backs up the hill from Yellow-Hook, until wagons
could be got for a sufficient supply Ii'om the store-ships.
When things go on with such unanimity and cordiality, a
man must be incorrigible in scepticism who can doubt of
the happy issue. Little delays may vex the sanguine and
impatient growler; but even tbose delays have had their
use, independent of the necessary and immediate causes of
them. They have greatly disappointed the Rebel faction
and their leaders, who fondly imagined the troops would
always rush on headlong to their works, as in the Bunker's
Hill affair; whilst the impenetrable secrecy observed by the
two noble brothers has totally disconcerted and confounded
them to a degree that will ensure a glorious triumph to his
Majesty over this hellish American sedition, its ringleaders,
and abettors.

EXTRACT OF A LE'ITER TO ENGLAND FROM THE MASTER OF
THE DOROTHY TRANSPORT, AT NEW-YORK, DATED SEP-
TEMBER27, 1776.

When the American army landed on Long-Island, they
compelled every seventh man to bear arms; three days
after that, one out of every four; and the next day, one out
of every two, from twelve to sixty-four years of age; whom
they forced away with them to New- York. The majority
of tbose are since returned to their allegiance and habitations
in that island. The Congress have been endeavoLll'ing to
remove from Philadelphia, but the inhabitants have pre-
vented them, declaring they should remain to share the
same fate with themselves.

We have got part of the Jerseys, and plenty of pro\'isions;
good beef, veal, and mutton, at ,3~d. per pound, bread as
cheap as in London, apples and peaches for gathering, and
cabbages and potatoes in abundance. Some little time
before we took New- York, a sermon was preached there
from Isaiah xxi. 15, to animate and inflame the minds of
the Rebels, and depreciate the Britons.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO ENGLAND, DATED NEW-VORK,

SEPTEMBER 27, 1776, RECEIVED BY THE EARr. OF HAL-

IFAX PACKET-BOAT, CAPTArN BOULDERSON.

A general exchange of prisoners, in the army and navy
departments, is soon to take pla'ce; but, I am sorry to add,
it is not to include the many loyal subjects who are now,
and have long been, imprisoned in different parts of the
country. General Howe had sent Mr. Sullivan to the
ConO"ress with the Declaration of Great Britain to the Colo-
nies;' this produced an interview on Staten-Island between
the two Howes, on belHilf of the Crown, and Dr. Franklin,
Mr. Edward Rutledge, and Mr. John Adams, who, pre-
vious to any conference, required to be acknowledged as
ambassadors from the free 'and independent States of Ame-
rica, were answered that it was inadmissible; and conse-
quently they separated re infecta. I forgot to mention that
1\1r. Washington, presently after the landing on New- York
Island, narrowly escaped being made prisoner. He left
Mr. Apthorp's house, at Bloomingdale, a few minutes only
before the British Light Infantry entered it.

From Canada we are informed that the beginning of
September a belt had been sent to Detroit from the Shaw-
anese and Delaware nation of Indians, with a declaration in
favour of Government, and that they were going to attack
the Provincials on the back settlements of Pennsylvania,
~Maryland, and Virgim:a. That the whole force intended
to embark on Lake Champlain was on board on the ~4th
of September, and getting under weigh.

COPY OF A PAPER SENT THROUGH THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK,

NEW-YORK, BY ORDER OF GOVERNOUR TRYON.

The Governour of the Province recommends to the in-
habitants of Suffolk County, the following measures, as the
best means for those who have been active in the rebeIJion,
to preserve their lives and save their estates, viz:

That all offensive arms, indiscriminately, be forthwith col-
lected in each respective Manor, Township, and Precinct,
as soon as possible, to deliver up at Head-Quarters, to tbe
Commander-in-Chief of tbe King's troops.

Tbat those who have been active in the rebellion, if fit
to bear arms, forthwith to wait on tbe General and inlist in
the regular service, for the term of the present war; if not
fit to bear arms, to send one of their sons to inlist in their
stead; if no sons, to perform some unasked signal service
that may merit the protection of Government.

The inhabitants of each Town to associate to prevent any
person going to the main, and secure those coming from
thence; and to secure and deliver up all persons known to
be active enemies to the rights of the Constitution.

And the several Townships to furnish as many men as
possible fit to bear arms, to invite those back who have fled
from the County, to inlist in General De Lancey's brigade.
And lastly, the inhabitants to send all their wood, forage, and
provisions they can spare, to New- York market, or to such
place as the General shall order.

Circular orders have been sent to the Justices on Long-
Island, directing them to summon the farmers in their several
districts to attend them at some convenient place, and
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demand of each of them what grass and straw they can spare.
As to hay, they demand the whole. All Rebels that are
in arms, the whole of their grass and forage they are to
seize for the use of the King. And all who had removed
from the Island are deemed Rebels, and are to be dealt with
as such.

New.York, Septembel' 27, 1776.

SIR: You are to desire the Justices of the Peace to sum-
mon the farmers of their districts to attend at some central
place, to demand of each what grain and straw he can
spare. As to hay, we must have the whole, for which you'll
give them proper certificates for me to pay them by. The
whole of the grain and forage of Rebels in arms, is to be
seized for the King's use. . All persons removed off are to
be deemed Rebels, and dealt with accordingly.

JOHN MORRISON,
Commissary of Forage.

To Mr. E. Punderson.

Blank Order left with the Inhabitants of SUFFOLK County,
LONG-ISLAND,SEPTEMBER, 1776.

You are hereby ordered to preserve for the King's use
- loads of hay, - bushels of wheat, - of oats,- of rye, - of barley, - of Indian corn, and all
your wheat and rye straw,. and not to dispose of the same
but to my order in writing, as you will answer the contrary
at your peril. JOHNMORRISON,

Major and Commissary of Forage.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read September 30, 1776.]

Head.Quarters, Heights of Harlem, September 27,1776.

SIR: I have nothing in particular to communicate to
Congress by this day's post, as our situation is the same as
when I last wrote.

Weare now sitting on the business the Committee came
upon, which it is probable will be finished this evening.
The result they will duly report upon their return.

I received yesterday the enclosed Declaration by a gentle-
man from Elizabethtown, who told me many ropies were
found in the possession of the soldiers from Canada, that
were landed there' a day or two ago by General Howe's
permission. I shall not comment upon it. It seems to be
founded on the plan that has been artfully pursued for
some time past.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. The account of the troops, &Lc.,in Canada comes
from a person who is among the prisoners sent from Canada.
It was anonymous, nor do I know the intelligencer; accord-
ing to him the enemy in that quarter are stronger than we
supposed, and their naval force much greater on the Lakes
than we had any idea of. I trust he has taken the matter
up on the enemy's report.

By RICHARD VISCOUNTHOWE, of the Kingdom of IRELAND,
and WILLIAM HOWE, Esq., General of his lYlajesty's
Forces in AMERICA,the King's Commissioners for restor-
ing peace to his Majesty's Colonies and Plantations in
NORTH AMERICA, S{c., S{c., Sic.:

large to reflect seriously upon their present condition and
expectations, and to judge for themselves, whether it be
more consistent with their honour and happiness to offer up
their lives as a sacrifice to the unjust and precarious cause
in which they are engaged, or to return to their allegiance,
accept the blessings of peace, and be secured in a fi'ee
enjoyment of their liberty and properties, upon the true
principles of the Constitution.

Given at New-York, the 19th day of September, 1776.
HOWE.
W. HowE.

By commandof their Excellencies:
H SEN. TRACHEY.

The force of the enemy in Canada and on the Lake is
from the best intelligence, as follows:

Ten thousand men landed in Canada fi'om JiJurope,&Lc.
Eight thousand of which, with many Canadians, are to go
against Ticonderoga, &Lc.; all effective men, and in good
order and appearance. It is without doubt General Carle-
ton intends to command in person, with Burgoyne, Fraser,
and Nesbit, &Lc.

Their naval force is: A ship built in England, taken to
pieces and brought out on board the fleet; she is put up at
St. John's, and launched there, has eighteen guns, twenty-
four pounders, swivels, &c.

Two brigs, about ten guns each. l .
Three schooners, about eight ditto.

~

sWIvels,&c:

Twenty gondolas, two guns each, from nine to twelve
pounders.

Two hundred and fifty batteal1s, all with swivels, and
many of them with guns in their bows.

A very fine train of Artillery, of six companies, and at
least one hundred pieces of cannon, thought to be the finest

E
. .

ever sent from ngland. A General officer commands It,
General Phillips.

Every sailor and marine that could possibly be spared is
sent to man their fleet.

Their determined intention is, if possible, to form a junc-
tion of their army with General Howe, in which case Gen-
eral Carleton will command the whole.

Sir John Johnson is gone round by Oswego with near
eight hundred Indians, ~Itlaclean's Emigrants, and some
Canadians of Scotch volunteers. There is some doubt he
may come in by Fort George; and cut off our communica-
tion with Ticonderoga. He is sanguine in his expectation
of taking Fort George and getting the command of the
Lake.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 25, ]776.
(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countersign, Pilt.)

Colonel Sargent is to send to the Provost-Guard the
soldiers who were with Ensign Macumber, and charged
with plundering at Harlem.

The Brigadiers who are in want of tents for their bri-
gades, are to meet at the Quartermaster-General's this
afternoon, four o'clock, and divide such as are on hand
among them. . .. .

Such regiments of Militia, as have returned to the Quar-
termaster-General the articles belonging to the publick
they have received, and to their respective Brigadiers the
ammunition they have drawn, of which they are first to pro-
duce certificates, are discharged, and may return home as
soon as they think proper.

The General hopes the commanding officers and all
others of those regiments, will take care that no ~ther men
mix with them when going off; and that particular care be
taken, that no horses be carried away by the men but what
are certainly and properly employed in that service.

DECLARATION.

Although the Congress whom the misguided Amerzcans
suffer to direct their opposition to a reestablishment of the
constitutional Government of these Provinces, have disa-
vowed every purpose of recopciliation not consonant with
their extravagant and inadmissible claim of Independency,
the King's Commissioners think fit to declare that they are
equally desirous to confer with his Majesty's well-affected Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September26 1776.
subjects, upon the means of restoring the publick tranquillity, (Parole,lIalifa",.) (Countersigu,~eorgia.)
and establishing a permanent Union with every Colony, as The Court-Martial of which Colonel Magaw is Pres i-
a part of the British Empire. dent, having found that Lieutenant Stewart struck Sergeant

The King being most graciously disposed to direct a Philips, but that he was provoked so to do by the latter
revision of such of his Royal instructions as may be con- and acquitted him of "

threatening the life of Colonel Silli~
strued to lay an improper restraint upon the freedom of man," the General approves the sentence, and orders Lieu-
legislation, in any of his Colonies, and to concur in the revi- tenant Stewart to be discharged fiwn his arrest.
sal of all acts by which his subjects there may think them- The same Court-Martial having tried and convicted Lieu-
selves aggrieved, it is recommended to the inhabitants at tenant Daniel Pelton, of Colonel Ritzema's Regiment, of
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Captain Woolford. . 0. . o... . . . . .. .. . 0.. .. . ... . . . . . - 1 1 - - . . - 2 1 46 24 191 7 96 - 1
Captain Bracco. . . .. . . ... . ','.' . . ....n . . . .. .. .. .. . - 1 1 - . - - 1 2 16 16 5517 94 - 2
Late Captain Veazey. .. .. . . ... ... . ..... .... . . .. .. . - - - - 1 - - . - . - - 2 1 12 - 171 3 32 1 1 64
Captain Stone.... . .. . . .. . . 0" ....... n. n . ....... . - 1 1 - - - - - - - 4 1 36 . 1416 56 - 1 8
Captain Lucas.. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .... .. .. .. . .. H' '0.. . - - - - - - - 1 - . - - - 4 1 36 - 413 23- 1 41 - - -
CapUlin Ramsey. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - 2 1 21 4 24 7 - 56 - 1 8 - - - -
Captain Ailams... . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 2 9 2 - 6 4 2 49 - - - -
Captaill Scott. . . .. . . .. . . n... ... . . n. . . . .. . . . . ... . . - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - - - - 4 I 29 2 19 7 - 57 - 1 7 - - - -
Captain Smith. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . ... . . . . .. .. . 0 .. . .. . . - - - 1 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - 3 1 33 - 16 7 - 56 1 1 8 1 - - 1
Captain Sym... . 0. . '. . . . . .. 0. . . '. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . 0 - - - 1 1 1 - 1 - - - - . - 4 1 34 5 9 7 . 55 - - 8 - - - -
Captain Bowie. . . . . .. .. . . .... n ... . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . - . - - - - - - - . - - - - I 1 4 2 4 2 - 12 3 1 52 - - - -
Captain Ford. . . .. ..n. H" .. . ......> ... . . . . .. . . . . - - - - - - 1 - - - . - - . 1 2 15 - 10 4 - 29 3 - 39 - - - .

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --Total. . . .. .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . 0. . . . .. .. . . . .. 1 1 1 8 6,10 4 3 - 1 I 1 - 2 38 16 ~19110 237 80 - 846 12 12310 1 2 . 2--_.
w. SMALL WOOlf.

Captain Gunby's Second and Third Lieutenant sick. Barbers and CamrColour Men.. 0. 0... ...... ... . . . .28
Captain Hindman, on command to Philaderhia. to procure clothes for Attending the Sic.......................... 0..... .12

his Company: his First Lieutenant an Sergeant sick. Waiters on Field, Staff, and Commissioned Officers... .40
Captain Woolford, his First and Second Lieutenants and two Sergeants -sick. Total.............. n°. ..... ............. n. ..80
Captain Bl"acco's First and Third Lieutenants and three Sergeants sick.
Late Captain Veazey's Sergeant on command. Captain Stone, in hi~ last week's return,. ret~rne~ one of his Sergeants
Captain Slime sick. as Sergeant. MaJor, and a man wantmg III hIs place; he having reo
Captain Lucas, sick. turned to hIS former statiQn, makes one more.
Captain Ramsey's Lieutenant and Ensign sick; two Sergeants also. Captain .Ildams finds four men in the Hospital, thought to have been
Captain .Ildams and his First Lieutenant sick. lost at Long-Island.
Captain Scott's Ensign sick. Captain Ramsey, 'four men this week more than last, owing to his four
Captain Smith's Drummer deserted. Corporals having been left out of his last week's return.
Captsin Ford and his First Lieutenant sick.
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leaving camp two days, and being absent without leave, the
Court orders him to be mulcted of one month's pay. The
General approves the sentence, and directs that care be
taken accordingly in the next pay abstract.

Sergeant Philips, of Captain Rubbel's Company, and Col~
onel Silliman's Regiment, tried by the same Court-Martial
for" cowardice and leaving his party on the 17th instant,"
was acquitted. The General approves the sentence, and
orders him discharged.

The regiments of Militia which composed the brigades
commanded by Colonels Douglass and Silliman, being dis-
missed, those regiments are to join their former brigades.

Courts-Martial for the trial of desertion and other crimes
not capital, are immediately to be formed in the several
brigades, and the sentences, when approved by the Briga-
dier, immediately executed.

Colonel Magaw being necessarily detained from the
Court-Martial, Colonel Ewing 'is to preside during his ab-
sence.

The General expects and insists that all the plunder and
other things round in conseqnence of the examination lately
made, be sent immediately to the white house on the road
near Head-Quarters, delivered to the Captain of the guard,
to be deposited there till further orders. Colonels and com-
manding officers of regiments aTe to see that it is done im-

,

mediately.
The officer commanding the Rangers may give passes to

any of his own parties, but to none others.
Upon any alarm or approach of the enemy towards our

lines, General Jtlifflin, with his brigade, is to possess our left
flank from the fiOllow way by Colonel Sargent's late en-
campment, to the Point of Rocks, on the left front of our
lines j and till the regimentcommandedby Colonel Weedon
is brigaded, is to be joined by the same. General McDon-
gall's Brigade is to repair to the plains back of General
MijJlin, and be ready to support him, or the picket in the

front, as occasion may requite. General Belrs Brigade is
to repair to the lines which cross the road by Colonel Jtloy-
lan's lodging,and to extend their right flank to the middle
redoubt by Mr. Kortright's house, occupying the same.
Generals Wadsworth and Fellows are to take the remaining
part of these lines, with the redoubt therein, on the North
River. These three brigades to defend these lines, or wait
there for orders. General Heard's is to parade, and be ready
to march wherever ordered. General Putnam is to com-
mand in front of the lines by Mr. Kortright's; General
Spencer in the rear of them.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 27. 1776.
(Parole, Hampton.) (Voume...ign, Walton,)

Lieutenant Drake, of Colonel Phillips's Regiment, tried
by a Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Ewing was President,

for" leaving the regiment without permission of his com-
manding officer, and being absent twenty days," was ac-
quitted. The General approves the sentence, and orders
him to be discharged.

The retUrns are expected to-morrow at orderly time,
which the Brigade-Majors and Adjutants would do well to
attend to.

The General is not more surprised than vexed, to find
that in spite of all his care to prevent unnecessary firing
and waste of ammunition, that every afternoon produces
fresh instances of the shameful discharge of muskets when
there has been no rain to wet or otherwise injure the loads.
He now positively orders that there shall be no firing without
leave from the Brigadier of the brigade the men belong to,
who are to inquire minutely into the necessity of the case,
and whether the pieces cannot be drawn without. The
General also directs that none but the out-sentries shall ever
have their muskets loaded; and if those would be watchful
and vigilant on tbeir posts, they need not load till occasion
should require it.

Return of the Six Independent Companies and First Regiment of MARYLANDRf!gulars, in the servicf! of the UNITED
COLONIES,commanded by Colonel SMALLWOOD,September 27, 1776.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 27, 1776.

DEAR BIR: I yesterday received your favour of the 23d
instant. The nails wanted by General Gates cannot be

sent from hence, our own demands being great and pressing
and supplies but small. '

Tn respect to building barracks in the town Schenectady
if they are necessary I suppose it must be done; however;
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I do not apprehend I have any power to give directions in
the case,nor do I meanto do it. You had better mention
the matter to Congress, and have their opinion and deter-
mination upon it.

A paper, of which the enclosed is a copy, came to my
hands yesterday morning. This account makes the ene-
my's force in Canadagreater than what we supposed it to
be; their naval force on the lakes to surpass any thing we
had an idea of. The person who communicated it is not
known; he, however, I believe, is among those sent from
Canada by General Carleton, and who have lately arrived
at New- York. I am in hopes it is a good deal exag-
gerated.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
Go~ WASHINGTON.

To Hon. Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL HEATH.

September 27,1776.

SIR : You will please to give direction that Colonel
Tyler be put under arrest for cowardice and misbehaviour
before the enemy on Sunday, the 15th instant.

By order'of the General.
Sir, your hunibleservant,

Jos. REED, Adjutant-General.
To M:ajor~GeneralHeath.

Proceedings of a General Court-Martial of the Line, held
on the H~~!5htsofHAARLE~r, &yorder of His Excellency
GEORGEWASHINGTON,Esq., Gentral and Commander-
in- Chief of the Forces of the UNITED A~ERICAN STATES,
for the trial of all Prisoners to &ebrought befor£ them,
SEPTEMBER27, 1776.

Colonel WEEDON, President.

Lieut. Colonel Chandler, Captain Brown,
Lieut. Colonel Russell, Captain Prentice,
Captain Ledyard, Captain Chamberlain,
Captain Graydon, Captain Rogers,
Captain Wiley, Captain Foster,
Captain Scott, Captain Stanley.

"'M. TUDOR,Judge-Advocate.
The Court proceeded to the trial of William Higgins, of

Captain Hamilton's Company of the Artillery, brought pri-
soner before the Court, and accused of "breaking open a
chest and stealing a number of articles out of it, in theroom
of the Provost Guard."

The prisoner being arraigned, pleads, "Not guilty."
Robert Wilson says: A person came into a room where

I was, and told me that some men up in the Provost Room
had broke open a chest and were plundering it. I went up
and found the prisoner, Higgins, with another, tucking a
gown and cloak into his bosom. I took them away from
him. He said that others were concerned as well as him,
and denied that he broke open the chest.

Peter Lynch confirms Wilson's testimony.
The Court are of opinion that the prisoner is guilty of

the charge against him,and sentence him to be whipped
thirty-nine lashes on his bare back for said offence.

G. WEEDON, President.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO COMMITTEE OFNEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, September 27, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: The enemy have made no move upon our
quarter since mine of yesterday. We heard a firing this
morning towards Bergen, but as we have had no expre5S
from the commanding officer at that post, I imagine it has
been'upon some trifling occasion.

General Sullivan arrived at Head.Quarters this day. He
informs that General Howe was much chagrined and disap-
pointed at the escape of our army from New- York. He
landed thirteen thousand men on the 15th, and looked upon
us as good as if in his hands. He says our motions are
very extraordinary, and Sullivan imagines not a little yer-
{>lexing to Howe. I think if the passage of the North
River can be so obstructed that the ships of war cannot get
above us, our lines will keep them from making any pro-
gress in front. General Sullivan adds, that from some hints
he heard dropped, provisions are not over-plenty in the flyet

and army. You may depend on my keeping YO\1fully
advised of any material occurrences.

I am, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedieo.t
servant ,

TENCH TILGHMAN.

To the Hon. William Al'air, R. R.Livingston, Henry
Wisner, and William Duer, Esq., at Fishkill:;.

COLONEL PATTERSON TO C,£SAR nODNEY.

Head-Q.uarters, Amboy,'September 27, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to promise to write you, now in part,
have sat down, having this opportunity by way of a jour-
nalizing.

I arrived here last Monday morning, with six companies,
my battalion. Both have been exceeding polite to me since
here, and admire our battalion much. This has added
much to my pride; also the General bas chosen our Light-
Infantry for his body guard.

The evening before last I was officer of the day. About
sun-down a boat of Hessians came over to our shore, oppo-
site a large marsh above the mill guard, and stuck stakes
there, with a number of bills, which were taken down.
Enclosed is a copy of each sort. The General had the rest
delivered him.

This morning a flag was sent over to the Is]and,with
Captain Hamilton and a lady, Mrs. McMonty's daughter
and child, opposite my door. They ordered them not .to
come near, which our people not beating the parley by
drum so soon, they, Hessians, were near firing over our flag
for want. They sent a boat off; would not let ours land.
Since I have. been here they have been fortifying opposite
to us by batteries and small lines, all masked with bushes, QS
also the same done to their tents, which were open here when
1 came. It is the opinion here they are afraid of us. J
hope we shall make them so on trial. The battalion is kept
busy on duty. About twenty-seven sick, owing principally
to the water, but are somewhat mending. I supposeabout
four thousand men here. I am happy in my situation, and
hope to continue here if I can. Fine quarters, great plenty
of oyster, fish, &c.; . no ladies, to be sure. God help us; J
hope for better times soon. Please to let Mr. Read know
I am well, and any part of this ; and, for God's sake, don't
let the people choose the officersinColone] "Test'sbattalion
-if so, a poor figure.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
SAMUEL PATTERSON.

COLONEL MOYLAN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Relld October 2, 1776.]

Harlem Heights, September 27, 1776.

SIR: The Field DepUties from Congress confen'ed with
me this day on the business of the Quartermaster-GeneraFs
department. They told me they found a dissatisfaction
prevail in the army by its not being supplied sufficiently
with the necessaries in that department; that it was their
wish to reconcile a body of men so very necessary for the
defence of the glorious cause we are all engaged in, and
proposed that General ~Iijflin should resume that depart-
ment, as it appears to them an effectual method of giving
satisfaction to the army, and bringing the department into
more regularity, which I must own there has of late been
great need of, owing to causes which I shalt take the liberty
of pointing out t? you, and through you, sir, to Congress,
before I close this.

These gentlemen urged the necessity of this plan, which
they had adopted, so forcibly, and at the same time in so
delicate a manner, that I did not hesitate in telling them,
that, as a servant to the publick, I would very willingly l'e-
sign my office, as it appeared to them to be for the publick
good. I placed my honour in their hands, and I shall be
very much mistaken in them if they do not treat it with ten-
derness. They were pleasedto tell me I might have the
command of a battalion, which, though I hold to be a most
honourable post, for the following reasons I have declined:

First: As the Quartermaster-General is at the head of
the staff, I conceive that he takes rank of all Colonels in
the army, it beinggenerally the custom in most nations to
give the rank of Colonel to the Assistant Quartermaster-
Genera] at the end of one or two campaigns. I therefore
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think that it would be going back in the army rather than
advancing, which is what I cannot reconcile to my feelings,
especially as there is a precedent which differs.

Secondly: Though I have emp10yed my spare time in
studying the art of war, and for fifteen months past have
seen a great deal of its practice, my views were tumed to
the grand and extended parts thereof more than the minute.
I do not, therefore, think myself capable of teaching a new
regiment the necessary duties. These, sir, are the reasons
by which I am actuated. At the same time I can assure
the Congress that I am very willing to sacrifice my life
when called upon, in the glorious cause which, from the
noblest principles, I have voluntarily engaged in. I shall
settle my accounts with the Commissioners as soon as pos-
sible, and serve a volunteer in this army until Congress is
pleased to point out some other line of duty for me.

I will now, sir, beg leave to mention the principal causes
which have given rise to the dissatisfaction in the army with
my department. When I had the honour of being ap-
pointed to the office, the navigation of the North and East
Rivers was ours: every thing wanting was carried to us
by these channels; every thing went on smooth, easy, well.
The few wagons and horses we had, though almost wore
down in the service, with a few more added by me, were
sufficient for the exigencies of the army. It was a long
time after the arrival of the enemy before there' was any
just cause for complaint. A large part of our army was
detached to Long-Island. Wagons, carts, and horses, were
necessary to be sent over; many were sent thither. Per-
haps there does not occur in history a sudden retreat so well
concerted, so well executed, than was made from that
island; but our wagons, carts, and horses, could not be
brought over. The navigation of both rivers was stopped;
of course we were deprived of our usual supplies, and then
complaints began. We wanted wagons to do that duty
which boats were accustomed to do. I used every en-
deavour in my power to. remedy the evil. It was too sud-
den, and not in the power of man to provide, time enough
for the emergency.

The cooking utensils of many regiments left on the Island,
the fluctuating state of the Militia, coming in destitute 01
every necessary, drained our stores, and it must take up
time to get fresh supplies; to this I may add, demands upon
the Quartermaster-General, before unheard of in any army>
which not being complied with, gave cause of complaint.

The removing of the stores from New- York very soon
commenced. All our own, and all the teams that could be
pressed or hired, were employed in that important service.
The Commissary-Generals, the Director-General of the
Hospital, the Commissary of Artillery, and what stores
remained in my department, must be sent off, and that sud-
denly. This movement naturally alarmed the army in and
about the city; they wanted teams to move their baggage,
&c., and none could be spared; this caused great clamour,
and the Quartermaster-General must be to blame. The
stores of the different departments were crowded promiscu-
ously on board of every vessel and boat we could procure, no
store-hollses to put them in provided; of course confusion
in the extreme did ensue. I may be asked, why store-
houses were not provided? The manreuvre was unexpected,
no time allowed to build, and very few houses or barns in
this part of the Island.

We were just emerging from this chaos when the Field
Deputies arriv~d; but the clamours of the army had not
time to subside. The loss of baggage, which was loaded on
wagons, all faJling into the enemy's hands, irritated them,
and I do suppose the representation of many was strong
against me, though themselves were chiefly to blame for
leaving their baggage in their great hurry. . The Deputies
from Congress were alarmed at the many complaints, and
proposed the remedy, which I cheerfu1ly acquiesced in, as
it was their opinion that it would be for the good of the
service. General Mijflin's abilities were tried in this depart-
ment; they are great, and I sincerely hope he will reconcile all
matters. The provision I have made will assist him greatly.
Timber, plank, boards, nails, brick, and lime, are en<raged
in sufficient quantities to build barracks for the army. I
have contracted for ten thousand camp kettles, which are
daily coming in; fifty wagons, with four horses to' each, are
now purchasing in Pennsylvania. There are between this
and Norwich, coming to camp, fourteen thousand canteens,

and a large quantity of pails, with many other articles, which
would take up too much of your time to enumerate. I must
beg pa.rdon of you, sir, and the Congress, for taking up so
much of it as I have done, but justice to my own character,
wi1l, I dare say, with gentlemen of your liberal minds,
plead my excuse. I will therefore add no more, than as-
suring you and them, that I am, with the greatest respect,
sir, your most obliged and very humble servant,

STEPHEN MOYLAN.

ELBRIDGE GERRY TO GENERAL GATES.

King's Bridge, September 27,1776.

My DEARSIR: Being here with a Committee of Con-
gress, for inquiring into the state of the army, 1 take the
opportunity of informing you, by Mr. Trumbull, that we
are endeavouring to new-model the army in every respect,
where necessary. Congress have resolved to establish
eighty-eight fu1lbattalions for the war, and the Assemblies
are to appoint the regimental officers; in doing which, if
some extra measures are not adopted, we shall have such a
corps of officers as the army have been hitherto encumbered
with. I have desired General Washington to furnish the
Committee with a Jist of such officers in the army here as
he is desirous of having again engaged in the service, with the
States to which they belong; and the General thinks it will
be necessary to obtain the same from the Northern army. The
use we intend to make of this is, to send it with a member
of Congress to the Assemb]y of each respective State, who
is to be ordered to impress the necessity of appointing gen-
tlemen of education to military offices, as a measure abso-
lutely necessary for saving the country, and to urge the
Assemblies to apportion the men on the towns, and raise
them by recruiting or drafting, in readiness for reinforcin<ror
forming the camps by the 1st December next. We hOave
obtained Colonel Moylan's resignation, and General Mifflin
comes again into the office of Quartermaster-General.
Many other measures wi1l be reported, which I think will
put things on a good Coating. I suppose you will hear of
the retreat from 1Vew-York ere this is at hand, and the fire
which has consumed about one quarter of the city; and
remain, sir, in great haste, your assured friend, and very
humbleservant, E. GERRY.

To Major-General Gates.
P. S. Pray direct the list to me at Philadelphia, without

delay. The men are to have a bounty of twenty dollars,
and one hundred acres land each, at the end of the war-
the officers land in proportion.

CAPTAIN CREGIER TO PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

Fishkill, September 27, 1776.

MOSTWORTHYSIR : Your honourable House has been
pleased to give me liberty to return to my house at King's
Bridl5e, where I shall wait the commands of your Honours,
and will be glad to have your directions how I am to
apply for the money to payoff my people. I will take it
a singular favour if you will be pleased to direct my letter,
or instructions which you may be pleased to send me, under
cover to Colonel Lasher, at the King's Bridge, who is
noted by everyone, as he diets and breakfasts at my
house.

I am, with due respect, sir, your humble servant,
THOMAS CREGIER.

To Peter R. Livingston, President of the honourable Con-
vention, at Fishkill.

ROBERT YATES TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Poughkeepsie, September 27,1776.

SIR: The Committee which the Convention of this State
appointed for devising ways and means to obstruct the
navigation on Hudson's River, have lately received direc-
tions from the Convention to purchase vessels to be sunk
near Fort Washington. To effect this, we immediately
proceeded up to this place, with Captain Grennal, whose
assistance, by reason of his naval experience, the Conven-
tion conceived might be useful to tbe Committee.

The Committee upon their arrival here, sent down an old
sloop which we had purchased some time before, and directed
that another sloop lying in the Highlands should also be sent



573 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &te., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 574

down; both are intended to be sunk, and we make no doubt
but by this time they are at the bridge, as also the fire-ship
charged by Captain Hazelwood, he having charged but one
here for want of materials.

The Committee nave also impressed, and now send down
two laro-e ships and two brio-s,and in order to ascertain their
respective values, ha ve app~nted persons of unexceptionable
characters and great experience to appraise the same on
oath, for the purpose that the owners thereof may receive
from the publick a recompense.

The said appraisements stand as fol1ow5:

The brig of Lowthrop and others, -
The brio-of ltlalcomand others, --
The ne~ ship of John Franklin,
The new ship of Samuel Franklin, -

£ 400 0 0
760 0 0

3,429 0 0
2,800 0 0
----

£7,389 0 0
The fire-sloop was purchased for £200 0 0
The sloop sent from Poughkeepsie, 125 0 0
The sloop in the Highlands, - - 130 0 0 455 0 0

--
Total amount, - - - - - £7,844 0 0

We found in the brig owned by Mr. Lowthrop a quantity.
of boards, and knowing that they were much wanted at the
brid"e we concluded to send her down, and have requestedo ,
Captain North to deliver them to such officer as may he
appointed to receive and purchase the same, and at the
price usually paid, with power to receive the money.

The two ships have never been out to sea, and by the
report of masters of vessels and ship carpenters, ~hey are
exceedinl1ly well built, and of the very best matenals.. It
would, therefore, become a matter of concern to sink those
vessels, if the interest of the publick should not render the

.

measure absolutely necessary and unavoidable.
In order to afford Captain Cook all proper assistance in

procurin(' plank, we directed Captain Casewell, of the sloop
of war Cambden, equipped by this State, to carry down all
the spare plank in the ship-yards here. We have also pur-
chased upwards of six thousand feet, and sent them down
by Captain Donaldson; and as those sloops proceeded
down with a fair wind on Tuesday last, we make no doubt
but they are safely arrived.

We haV'ethe honour to be, with great respect, your Excel-
lency's most obedient and very humble servants,

By order of the Committee:
ROBERT YATES, Chairman.

To His Excellency George Washington, Head-Quarters.

COLONEL CORTLANDT TO GENERAL GATES.

Skeensborough, September 27, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: The bearer hereof, William Foster, a
soldier in Colonel Wynkoop's regiment, having lately buried
his wife, and has with him now at this place five small chil-
dren, and no way to provide provision for them unless ,he can
be discharged to go to a small farm he has some distance
from here, and begs of me to write in his favour to procure
his discharge. 'He is of little worth in the army, and there-
fore I think it would be as well to let him go.

I ha vo discharged several sick carpenters, following Gen-
eral Waterbury's example, (who had orders for that purpose.)
Hope I have not committed an errour by so doing, as I have
had no particular directions about it, but thought it best for
the good of the service. But have not discharged any sol-
dier.

.

Not knowing what to do with a company of Dlltch
carpenters, as there ,:"as no work for the~ at t~e galley, I
set them at getting timber for barracks, nmety-slx feet ]ong
and sixteen feet wide, to have six rooms on one floor and as
many above. Shall be glad to have s?me direction about
this m:rilter, and whether I have acted fight or no.

The ill state of health prevailing in the regiment, has
prevented me doing any thing at the fort.

Colonel Mott is preparing to embark for Ticonderoga.
He has sent some men to Fort Ann for boards. He will
leave tbis as soon as a sufficient number of batteaus arrive to
take him off. The boats which were sent up not being more
than were wanted for the troops of Colonel Willard'. regi-
ment who is arrived, the last of which will leave this to-
morr~w. The galley will be off next Thursday, being as

. far finished as the others were that we sent off already.

I have heard nothing of Colonel Wynkoop since my last.
I am, dear General, your most affectionate

PH. CORTLANDT.
To General Gates.

#

DOCTOR WIGGLESWORTH TO NEW-HA1\fPSHIRE COM1\fITTEE

OF SAFETY.

Mount Independence, opposite Ticonderoga, ~
September 27, 1776. S

GENTLEMEN:When I waited upon you to receive a
commission for Doctor ltlouers, if I am not mistaken, Col-
onel Thornton informed me that there would be a sllpply of
medicines proper for the campaign without fail. In hopes
that it would be so, I appeased the troops at Number-Four,
but alas! how have we found ourselves mistaken. Gentle-
men, I wish you could transport yourselves to this place for
a moment, to see the distressed situation of these troops,
and no medicines. Near half of this regiment is entirely
incapable of any service, some dying almost every day.
Colonel Wyman's regiment in the same unhappy siluatiqn.
There are no medicines of any avail in the Continental
chest; such as are there are in theil' native state, unprepared;
no emetic nor cathartic; no mercurial or antimonial remedy;
no opiate or elixir tincture, nor even any capital medicine.
It would make a heart of stone melt to hear the moans and
see the distresses of the sick and dying. I scarce pass a
tent but I hear men solemnly declaring that they will never
engage another campaign without being assured of a better
supply of medicines.

The above, gentlemen, is this real state of this army.
Now, sirs, think how much more unhappy and distressed
the condition of these troops must be, should the enemy
attack our lines. Numbers of wounded, which is the never-
failing consequence of obstinate battles, and nothing suitable
wherewith to dress their wounds.

Gentlemen, you will excuse the freedom I have used in
transmitting to you the state of. this army in the above
respect, and thought it my duty to acquaint you therewith.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your humble ser-
vant, SAMUELWIGGLESWORTH.

To the Committee of Safety of the State of New-Hamp-
shire.

P. S. I have before wrote YOIlon this subject, but fearing
it should not come to hand, I have once more attempted it,
and send by a person of fidelity and trust.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL. WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, September 27, 1776.

SIR: 1 am now to acknowledge the receipt of your favour
of the 23d instant.

I have given orders that Governour Skeene be set at liber-
ty, and that he and Governour Browne set out on Tuesday
next for Head-Quarters, under an escort of ten men, com-
manded by Captain John Skinner, who has orders to detain
them ten or twelve miles on this side Head-Quartel's, and
send one of the escort to receive your directions concerning
them.

I have likewise given notice to them, agreeable to y~ur
request, and appointed as early a day for them to begin their
journey as the necessary preparation for it will admit of.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect and esteem, your
obedient, humble servant,

J TONT~. RUMBULL.

To His Excellency General Washington. '

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

. Lebanon, September 27, 1776.

SIR: I have your favour of the 23d instant, and have
given the necessary orders respecting the Governours Browne
and Skeene.

The evacuation of New- York, in the situation you wer~,
appears to me a very prudent and necessary measure, how-
ever we could wish the post had been tenable. The panick
and flight of our troops, and confusion of the retreat, I have
heard from many persons withconcel:n and anxiety. I
flatter myself they will be sensible of the danger and dis-
honour of such conduct, and avoid it in future, and would
consider their spirited and brave conduct on Monday as a
prelude that their future behaviour will atone for the past.



675 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 676

Can your Excellency spare our row-galleys from further
Continental service? The men and their arms may be used
to great advantage on board our ship and brigantine in the
enterprise formerly mentioned to you, in which I have the
promise of Admiral Hopkins's concurrence. 'Your advice
on this head is wanted, as we are not so well acquainted
what alteration your present situation may make in regard
to it. An early answer will be necessary if the galleys can
be spared, and the intended naval expedition is yet prudent
and PI'actica1)le.

I am, sir, with great. truth and esteem, your obedient,
humble servant, JONTff.TRulImuLL.

To His Excellency General Washington.
P. S. If the galleys cannot be conveniently spared, or

some, cannot a part of the men and arms, especially pistols
and cutlasses?

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, of
Connecticut, September 27, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliplwlet Dyer,
Jabez Huntington, Richard Law, Titus Hosmer, William
Hillhouse, Benjamin Huntington, Nathaniel Wales, Jun.,
Jcdediah Elderkin, Esqrs.

Voted, That the overseers of the Furnace at Salisbury
be, and they are hereby directed to deliver to the agents
for building the Continental ship, at Chatham, twenty-four
twelve-pounders, and six six or four-pounders, of Cannon,
they receiving the same at said Furnace, and paying at the
rate of £3 lOs. per hundredweight, for the twelve-pounders,
and £4 per hundred for the smaller Cannon. (Order deliv-
eredMr. Dean, September 27, 1776.)

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £30, to enable
him to go to on General Washington with Governours Brown
and Skeene, to deliver them to the care of the General, and
to render his account. (Order drawn September 27th, and
enclosed in a letter to Mr. Hosmer.)

Upon the Memorial of Isaac Doolittle and others, inhab-
itants of the Town of New-Haven, setting forth the fears and
apprehensions they are under on account of sundry persons
suspected to be inimical to the liberties of America, praying
this Board to take the matter up, and order and decree
such suspected persons to be removed, &c., as per Memorial,
dated September 17, 1776:

Voted, That the consideration of said Memoria], and the
matters therein contained, be referred to the honourable
General Assembly, to be holden at New-Haven, on the
second Thursday of October next, and that in the mean time
a citation go forth thereon, to cite said suspected persons
therein complained of to appear belore said Assembly, to
make answer thereto, and that the Civil Authority, Select-
men, and Committee oflnspection, for said town, be directed
to make inquiry, and collect the evidence relating thereto,
and lay the same before said Assembly, that justice may be
done thereon.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £10, in favour
of Lieutenant Thomas Bill, to enable him to take up
Deserters from Colonel Burrell's Battalipn, and return them
to their duty, and render his account. (Order drawn Sep-
tember 27th, delivered Lieutenant Bill.)

Voted, That Lieutenant Thomas Bill be directed and
empowered to take up all Deserters from Colonel Burrell's
Regiment, which may be found in this State, and return
them to their corps; and all persons are hereby required to
affol'd him such assistance as shall be needful in effecting
the same. '

Voted, That Dr. Joshua Elderkin, of Windham, be
empowered and directed to provide a sufficient quantity of
Tow-cloth for one hundred and forty Hammocks for the
Ship Oliver Cromwell, and that he forward what Tow-cloth
he has on hand, and purchase a further quantity if to be had
soon for said use, to the amount of four hundred yards in
the whole, and forward the same to Captain Bill, for said
purpose.

THADDEUS BURR TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fairfield, September 27,1776.

SIR: This is to inform you that at the request of Thomas
Tredwell, and other gentlemen of Long-Island, I have

received into my gaol Isaac Ketchum and Samuel Skidmore,
who are now held by no legal process j I therefore should
be glad of some directions from the Convention. I shall
hold them until I hear from you.

I am, in great haste, sir, your very humble servant,
THADDEUSBURR, Sheriff of Fairfield County.

To the President of the Convention or the State of New-
York.

DANIEL TILLINGHAST TO GENERAL WASIDNGToN.

Providence, September 27, 177&.

SIR: I had the honour of addressing yoor Excellency
25th, by whi~h opportunity I forwarded to the care of
Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., Esq., at New-London, seventy-two
tents, agreeable to a resolve of Congress. By this oppor-
tunity I send nine marques and ninety-seven tents, to the
care of Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., Esq., who, I trust, will
immediately forward the same to your Excellency.

I shall forward a number-more as soon as finished; and
am, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's most obe-
dient and very humble servant,

DANL.TILUNGIJAST,Agent.
To His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-

Chief of the American Army.

COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Council Chamber, Watertown, September 27, 1776.

~IR: We now enclose you a representation made to the
Board by Captain Alexander Coffin, late owner, in company
with Captains Jenkings, Folger, and Gardner, of a brigan-
tine lately taken, on her passage from London and the West-
Indies to this Continent, by the Congress privateer, Captain
Craigie commander, from Philadelphia. We would hum-
bly suhmit it to the consideration of the honourable Congress,
whether it would not be for the interest of the American
States to take some order to prevent vessels, under similar
circumstances with. the brig above referred to, from being
detained by any of the privateers fitted out from any of the
States of America, as in case this practice should be contin-
ued, all intelligence fi'om those who are desired from time
to time to afford us any, with respect to the measures the
Administration in Great Britain are taking against these
States, will be prevented, and thereby great detriment may
accrue to this Continent. We would, also, recommend the
case of Captain Coffin to the consideration of Congress.

The bonds, commissions, and instructions for the com-
manders of private ships of war, which were sent to us from
Congress some time since, are mostly disposed of. As we
have daily applications for papers of this sort, we desire
your Honour would furnish us with a further supply.

I am, with great respect, in the name and behalf of the
Council, your most humble servant,

W ALTER SPOONER, President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esquire.

Newburyport, September <17,1776.

Last Tuesday was brought in here by the Washington
privateer, a bark bound to the West-Indies, to fetch sol-
diers for the enemy; she had on board a quantity of provis-
ions, and a few pieces of cannon.

Yesterday was carried into Portsmouth a ship of between
two and three hundred tons, laden with about two hundred
and fifty hogsheads of sugar, fiftyof rum, and some of wine.
We also hear that a schooner of about ninety tons, laden
with salt, linen, and household furniture, was caITied into
Ipswich about two days ago.

In Town-Mee:ing, Petersham, September 27,1776.

The question being put, whether this Town will consent
that the present General Court shall form a Constitution of
Government agreeable to their resolve of the 17th instant,
and it passed in the negative, unanimously. Also unani-
mously voted, that the following dl'aft be lodged in the
Secretary's office, as the sense of this Town respecting that
matter, agreeable .to the resolve aforesaid.

The inhabitants, in order to express theil' mind respecting
the forming a Constitution of Government for this State,
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would humbly show, that it is their opinion that it wi]] be
of little avail for this people to shed their blood and spend
their treasure in opposing foreign tyranny, if, after all, we
should fix a basis of Government partial, unsafe, and not fit
for the enjoyment of free and virtuous men, We think that
God, in his providence, has now opened a door, possibly
the only one that this State will ever have, for the laying a
foundation for its prosperity, peace, and glory. A Consti-
tution of Government, one levied on the laws of the people,
cannot easily be altered, (especially for the better,) as the
craftiness of designing men, if any errours are 5uffered to be
fixed in its foundation in their f.wour, it will be next to
impossible to remove them; therefore, in so momentous and
important a matter, we would be wiJling to set out fair, and
on the most likely ground to obtain the prize. If we may
be allowed to speak our minds freely, we apprehend that
the present General Court of this State are not in a situation
most likely to effect this great work to advantage, nor do
we believe that when all the towns who have lIot sent a
member, may have sent as many as the late law will allow
them, that they will be in a proper situation for so great
and important a business; for while the mercantile towns
swarm with Representatives, the freehold interest of the
country (in which we presume there is tlJe most safety)
have neglected to choose such a number as the late regula-
tion entitles them; and the late resol ve of Court does not
empower any town who have a right to choose a number
and have elected but one, to make any addition; and further,
a late General Court having taken it upon them in a thin
House, uninstructed and without consulting the people,
materially to alter the fundamental principles of representa-
tion, and as we apprehend much for the worse, most sensibly
affects us.

That it is unsafe and for the worse, we would give the
following reasons, viz:

The mercantile interest being put on a par with the free-
hold, cannot be safe, more especially in a community where
the balance of trade is against us, and likely so to continue
for a considerable time yet to come; which must be where
raw materials are exported, and manufactured ones im-
ported. In such case the merchant's interest will lead him to
keep the people dependent on the channel of his trade, and
of consequence use every means to discourage manufactures
amona us, as trade will lessen in proportion to their being
carried on, and must very near come to a stand at the time
when our manufactures are sufficient for our own consump-
tion; and until such time as we change the situation of our
exports and imports to our advantage, as is the case of
EnO"'land, the merchant's interest must ever operate against
the

I:>
prosperity of his country. Besides, the late alteration

of Representation must enlarge the House to so enormous
a size that it mllst be very unwieldy. We therefore think
that, to have remained in our ancient mode of representa-
tion until a more equitable one, if possible, could have been
adopted by the general voice of the people, would have
been much better, than to have pushed the late alteration
throuO'h at the close of a long session, in a very thin House,
witho~t any knowledge of the people at large. Neither
can we give our consent that the Council should have any
hand in forming the Constitution for this State.

If it has been thought unsafe for that branch to originate,
or even alter, any money-bill, mllch more for "them jointly
with the House to originate a Constitution of Government,
which may be of vastly more importance to this State than
all their present money and interest put together, and for
the Representative body to choose a number of men less in
number than themselves, and invest them with a power to
tie tbeir own hands, seems to us a giving up that trust, and
exposing that confidence which the people have placed in
them, and is only the remains of the feudal system, and a
species of tyranny we hoped to have been rid of with the'
rest of the King's evil; our voice therefore is, that the law
entitled" for a more equal representation" be repealed; that
writs be issued according to our ancient mode, for a new
House, who may be chosen for the purpose of forming a
Constitution; that they assemble and hand forth such a CAPTAINNICHOLSONTO MARYLANDCOUNCILOF SA~'ETY.

Constitution of Government to the people, that the people Baltimore, September 28, 1776.

have sufficient time to examine the same, and report their GENTLEMEN: I received yours desiring my attendance to
approbati~n to sllch House, and. if the ,major voice of the ~djust ~he Defence's accounts. I was lIn,der the necessity
people is m fa~our thereof, th~t It be ratl~ed, confirm~d, and Immediately upon my return here of sendmg the Cler~ and
continued, until after generatlons, by bemg more VlftuouS, Purser down to the Eastern Shore after men of the frJgate,
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may alter it for the better; or by being more vicious, may
alter it for the worse. But if the people do not appl'Ove of
such a Constitution as may be thus formed, in such case the
then House issue writs for a new House for the same pur-
pose, and dissolve themselves as a representative body.
And may God, of his infinite mercy, assist tbis people with
wisdom, that they may be able to lay such a foundation as
may render this land the glory of all lands.

And also voted, that a copy of the foregoing be trans-
mitted to the Printers, that if they see cause it may b&
made pub]ick.

A true extract Ii'om the minutes:
EPHRAIM DOOLITTLE, Moderator.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL READ.
[No, 195.] Annapolis, September 2~, 1776.

SIR: We do not address this letter to Colonel Barnes,
because we expect he will be at the Convention. We
request you would assist Mr. Middleton in getting a ni!1e-
pounder on board his boat, and also in getting up a small
anchor lost hy the Defence. Weare, &c.

To Colonel John Hatton Read, of St. Mary's County.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.
[No. 196.] Annapolis, September 23, ]776,

GENTLEMEN: We wrote you the 5th of June, requesting
you would render a particular account of the expenditures
of the £1,000 sent the 8th March to defray the expenses

of the Militia on the alarm occasioned by the Otter sloop-
of-war, and also to supply us with your vouchers for the
general charges in the account of moneys expended on the
fortifications at Whetstone Point, but have not as yet been
furnished with them. We again repeat that request, and
as ,ve are anxious to have all our accounts settled, to lay
before th_eConvention, hope to have the above immediately
transmitted to us. We al'e, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

MARYLANDCOUNCILOF SAFETY TO COLONEL RUMSEY AND
OTHERS.

[No. 197.] Annapolis, September 28, ]776.

GENTLEMEN: 'Ve have sent you the money you requested,
viz: £700 for Colonel Hollingsworth, also £500 for the
Flying-Camp service. Be pleased to appJy for linen for
tents to Major Parker, and get them made where you can;
perhaps they may be got ready-made at Baltimore Town,
where we would ha\-e you apply for cartouch-boxes, camp-
kettles, canteens, also knapsacks and havresacks. Gerard
Hopkins, our Commissary, will furnish you if there be any
ready made. Flints we are not to furnish, unless it be suffi-
cient for the company's guns. We want much to see and
converse with Colonel Hollingsworth, and therefore write
no answer to his letter. Weare, &c.

To Colonels Rumsey, Hollingsworth, and Major Parker.

JUDGE HALL TO MATTHEW TILGHMAN.

[BaJtimore, September 28, ]776.]

SIR: Since my appointment of Judge of the Admiralty,
I have had the honourof beingchosen one of the Delegates
for Anne Arundel County. I havereceivednocommission,
nor acted in any manner under the appointment, and am
determined to decline acting in that department of Judge
Admiral. Be pleased to signify this to the honourable
Convention, wit,h my thanks for their favour in appointing
me.

I am your most obedient servant, J. HALL.
To Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., President of the Con-

vention.
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and expect their return in five or six days, when I. certail~ly
will attend with them for that purpose, let my busmess with
the fricratebe ever so pressing.

I a~, gentlemen, your most obliged, humble servant,
JAMES NICHOLSON.

'1'0 the Honourable Council of Safety of ltlaryland.

SAMUEL CALWELL TO MARYLAND COUNCIl. OF SAFETY.

Harrord County, September 28, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Enclosed you have my commission. The
reason of my laying it down is, that O? the. 16th of the month
our battalion was called together to sIgnalIze themselves, but
from the cowardice of the greatest part of the company that
I had the command of, I think 1 can't head them with
honour to the cause, for I have the interest of my country
at heart as much as ever and am still willing and ready to
act in a private capacity with gentlemen that have distin-
guished themselves as men of courage. I beg leave to re-
turn you thanks and the gentlemen that recommended me
to that honour, for the good opinion they had of me.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
SAM'L CALWELL.

To the Honourable Convention of ltlaryland.

COL. HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYT.AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Head or Elk, September 28, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The troops having principally passed on,
I have for this few days past been collecting the accounts,
in order to lay them before your Honours; for which pur-
pose I intended setting out this day for Annapolis, but
yesterday had letters from Colonels Parker and Aylet, of
the Virginia forces, requesting that I would procure pro-
visions, wagons, &c., for the Fourth and Fifth Regiments
of Virginia, and that they would leave Williamsburgh on
last Sunday, has retarded my setting out; and as I am in
great want of cash, am emboldenedto draw on your Hon-
ours for seven hundred pounds. The accounts I have col-
lected, paid and assumed for, amount to one thousand and
fifty-odd pounds. I have received of your Honours, by Mr.
Joseph Gilpin, three hundred pounds. Mr. Gilpin informs
me there was an order sent me on the Eastern Shore
Treasurer, for three hundred more, but I have not received
the order or money. If the order should come to hand, shall
return it, as all the money now drawn for ISdue.

I submit it to your Honours whether it would not be
conducive to the service, to lodge a sum of money in this
County, in some gentleman's hands who your Honours can
confide in, who I might apply to, as my advancing as much
as I have done heretofore (this is supposing the troops that
are now raising to go forward) may be rather prejudicial to
my other concerns. The quantity of musket-barn~ls and
bayonets, that I have made, amounts to about the sum
received on that account, the accounts of which I shall bring
down with me as soon as in my power, together with the
accounts for forwarding and arming the troops. It appears
to me that I have a quantity of barrels and 'bayonets now
by me that Mr. E. Winter will not want, as I sent him
seventy barrels and ninety bayonets the other day. I shall
therefore send them by first opportunity to your Honours,
as I have not locks, (or I would have had them fitted.)

I have now begunin earnest with the large barrels. I
tried it some time since, with some of the best workmen I
had, and found that without stone coal, we should spoil
many barrels, which would make the others come high.
As soon as the passage was safe, I sent a vessel for a load
to Virginia, which has returned with five hundred bushels
coal, which answers well. I shall make six a week, as 1
shall keep one forge with three hands forging those barrels,
and they can forge one each day, some of which I shall
send down for your inspection, first opportunity. If locks
could be had, as Mr. Thomas Johnson informed me he
thought migh! at Frederick, I could have muskets finished
here, (as I thmk to advantage,) as they would be ready for
the troops as they pass along to the northward or south-
ward; and if locks could be made of proper size at Freder-
ick, for the large pieces, and sent by way of Baltimore to
this place, I would have them fitted also at your Honom's
pleasure. As the size and weight of them will make the
carriage of them troublesome and expensive, this with the

whole I with much diffidence, submit to your Honours; and
am, \~ith much esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient and
most humble servant, H. HO~LINGSWORTH.
To the Honol1l'ableCouncil of Safety of Maryland.

P. S. Pray, gentlemen, excuse the freedom I have taken
with your Honours, as 'tis meant to promote and forward
the service.

MEMORIAL OF GUNNING BEDFORD, MUSTERMASTER GENERAL.

[Read 28th September. Ordered to ]ie on the table.)

To the Honourable the Congress of the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA:

.

The Memorial of Gunning Bedford, Mustermaster Gen-
eral, showeth :

That your memorialist delivered an account to the Pre-
sident of the Treasury Board, with a request that when the
account came to be examined, if there were any objections
made to any of the articles contained therein, that your
memorialist might have an opportunity of answering them.
That your memorialist never heard any thing of the account
till yesterday, when he was informed there was an order
passed for his money. This morning he went to the Treasury
Office, and was astonished to find every article in the
account erased, except one, that respected his pay. Your
memorialist humbly apprehends he was not treated so gen-
erous by the Treasury Board as he had reason to expect,
for he could not suppose that the Commissioners of the
Treasury would have proceeded to examine and reject an
account without giving him an opportunity of being heard
and answering any objections that were made against it.
Your memorialist feels himse]f particularly unhappy on this
occasion, as he thinks a rejection of his account is such a
reflection on his conduct as he by no means deserves. To
overcharge the Continent, or to attempt to receive publick
money without rendering adequate serviees, is a conduct
unworthy of any gentleman in your service, and such as
this honourable House, I am convinced, would not suppose
without the fullest evidence.

Your memorialist begs leave to observe to this honourable
House, that those articles of his aecount which are crossed,
were all erased. As to the first and second, respecting
trave)]ing expenses, it is well known to many of the mem-
bers when your memorialist first received his appointment
as Deputy Mustermaster, it was mentioned that a daily
a)]owance should be made for travelling expenses, which
was never done; but the honourable the President, and
many other members, desired him to keep an account of his
travelling and other necessary expenses attending the office,
which he did, and they were allowed on every occasion
while he was Deputy, without any objections either by the
Committee of Claims or Treasury Board.

The third and fourth articles are for your memorialist's
own and servant's board, and servant's wages. While he
was Deputy, whenever he was from home and stationed any
time at one place, he charged his own board and lodgings,
and it was always allowed as Mustennaster. Your memo-
rialist is not entitled to rations, nor indeed could he, from
the nature of his department, receive them with any degree
of regularity. It is a provision for the military, which he has
nothing to do with. While Deputy, he was a few weeks at
home, and then as he did charge board, the Committee of
Claims a)]owed him five ratiuns per day. While your
memorialist was Deputy, he never charged for a servant;
but being promoted to Mustermaster General, he thought
himself entitled to one, especially when he considered that
every officer in the service (even down to the lowest sub-
altern) has one, with this distinction, that they take them
out of the ranks at fiftyshillings per month, pay and rations,
and your memorialist found it more convenient to take his
own servant at Ii)rty shillings per month and board.

As to the fifth article of wages, which was allowed, your
memorialist would beg leave to suggest to this honourable
House that it is much too low for the duty and trouble of
the office. The honomable House remember that it is no
more than he had while Deputy, and what every Deputy
in the smallest department in the States receives. The
difference in pay between principal and deputy in other
departments is as two to one. The duty, trouble and care
of the office has much increased on his hands by promotion:
he has Dot only the care of the grand army, which is equal
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to the duty in any three departments, but he has likewise
to receive returns from the Deputies in all the departments,
and see that those returns are regularly entered and filed.

As to the sixth article, that of a clerk's pay, your memo-
rialist must conceive it a great hardship on him jf it is not

allowed. While he was Deputy this honourable House
were pleased to indulge him with an assistant De~uty.. T~e
Deputy for the Flying Camp, (an army much mferIoul' In
number to that your memorialist has the, care of,) is allo:w:ed
two assistant Deputies, each of theJ?, If I am nlilt ~ls~n-
formed, receiving the same pay with your memorIalist,
whose charge is but for a clerk with twenty dollars per
month, and no allowance for subsistence.

The seventh and last char"e is for a horse. This hon~.0,

ourable House gave your memorialist one horse. On his
last tour of duty, confined as the army were to a small spot
of ground, in comparison to what they now occupy, or are
likely to do this some time to come, that one horse was so
wore down, that he was frequently obliged to be indebted
to the Quar~ermaster-General for one of the common hack
publick horses. And he was the more embolde?ed to
make the charge, as he is informed from good authority that
the Deputy in the Virginia department is allowed three
horses.

Thus has your memorialist stated his acc?U~t, with his
reasons for makin" the charges. The CommiSSioners of the
Treasury have be~n pleased to allow him in recompense for
the charO"es for travelling, board, &c., which they have
erased, fgur rations. The Committee of Claims on a former
occasion, and when he was but a Deputy, allowed me five
rations. This honourable House, on a view of your memo-
rialist's case, must plainly see in how much bet,ter a situation
your memorialist was when Deputy, than he IS at p~esen~,
and in how much better situation every Deputy In tlus
department through the States is, than the principal.

Your memorialist being apprehensive that he may ,not
stand so fair before this honourable House as he could wish,
he therefore hopes the honourable House will indulge hi?I
while he trespasses on their patience to add a few words 111
vindication of his conduct. On the 17th June last, your
memorialist was appointed Mustermaster-Gene~'al j he re-

paired immediately t.o Head-Q.Llart~rs, and c?ntmued the~e
until the army were m such a sltuatlo~, occas~oned ?y their
retreatin" from New- York, &c., that ]t was IInposslble for
him to d~ any thing more in his department. Before .our
retreat from Long-Island his Excellency General W~sh~nl5.-
ton thought it impracticable to muster the troops III theIr
confused situation, numbers being constantly employed on
fati"ue and every regiment ought to be kept two days off
duty \;hen they are mustered. Notwithstanding thes~ diffi-
culties, the whole army were mustered, except one reglm~nt,
which came from Boston, and went on Long-Island Just
before the battle there.

The honourable House will be pleased to observe, the
office of your memorialist is entirely civil, and has nothing
to do with the military, save only as a check, and to pre~
vent any frauds being committed by them. .

Your memorialist has full confidence that any reflectlons
cast on him, must have proceeded from a want of a due
knowledge of the nature of, his ,duty. Musters ar~ taken
so often in the year as the situatIOn of the army win per-
mit. After they are finished, the Mustermaster-Ge,neml has
nothin" more to do with the army; he makes up Ills returns
and sc71ds them to the proper offices. His attendance on
the army is not required, and can be O! no kind of se~vi~e.
It would therefore be extremely hard If your memoflallst,
after being in the line of his duty until the situation of aff~irs
rendered it impossible for him to do more, and after ha vl11g
finished the business of his department, should not be allowed
to devote a few weeks to his family and friends, without the
mortifvin<J and un"enerolls reflections of" eating the publick

J" °bread and neglecting his duty."
Y ollr memorialist therefore begs, that the honourable

House wou]d take the premises into their consideration, and
do therein what to them shall seem just.

ADDRESS OF PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION.

In Convention for the State of Pennsylvania, ~
September 28, 1776, S

Resolved, That Mr. Cannon, Mr. Rittenhouse, and Col-
onel :Matlack, be a Committee to draw up an Address,

settinO" forth the reasons which induced the Convention to
makeOthe several Ordinances and Resolves which they have
passed in the course of the sitting of this Convention.

To the Freemen oj the Commonwealth oj PENNSYLVANIA.

GENTLEMEN: The honourable the Convention holding
themselves accountable to their constituents, and believing
it the duty of every representative bod~ to lay the reasons
of their conduct before those who appOInted them, for their
satisfaction, have directed us to unfold to you the causesof
such parts of their proceedings as may appear at first sight
out of the line of their appointment. Sensible that the
purpose for which they were chosen, and the subject 01)

which they assembled, had many enemies, and tho~e of the
first consequence among us; that a Government under the
authority of the people only, and deriving its powers from
them alone, would meet with warm opposition, and that no
means would remain unessayed to defeat your arduous
stru""le in defence of your liberty and independence,
(be~;use the establishing your rights is the downfall of their.
power,) the Can vention earJy considered it as a matter of
vast moment, and not altogether out of the line of their
duty, to have some legal principles established whereby
avowed enemies to their country might be brought to pun-
ishment in that way which, while it destroys the power of
the wicked to do rpischief, preserves the decorum of civil
society. A spirit of licentiousness, when roused, is not
easily allayed, and the minds of the people ought to be as
calm and composed as possible at the introduction of a new
Government. To preserve this calmness, and prevent a
spirit of licentiousness growing upon the people, while the
course of justice was stopped in the society, the Convention
passed some temporary ordinances which to them appeared
essentially necessary on the occasion. Others were passed
for the same purposej but the aspect of thoselookedtowards
our enemies, to deter them from attempting any thing against
us during the interval which, of necessity, came in between
the suppression of the old and establishing of the neW Gov-
ernment, th,ough hopes of impunity.

The necessity of those ordinances will strongly appear,
when you consider how many underhanded attempts are
made to excite a confusion in the minds Qf the people by
anonymous publications of divers complexions, but all tend-
ing to make you averse to receive a Government founded
on your own authority, and absolutely under your control.

'Such a Government by no means suits the designs of
your enemies. It has too much regard to the rights of the
people to answer their purposes, and their only way to de-

.

feat its operation is by using every effort in their power to
brin" the Convention which framed it into discredit.

The first ordinance which appears on the minutes of
Convention, respects the dis~rming the Non-Associators.
Previous to the Convention's passing that ordinance, it was
moved that a resolution might be entered into, declaring
that as the Convention had met by a special appointment,
and for a particular purpose, no ordinance should pass except
such as the exigency of the time WQuldrender indispensably
necessary j and "asno other representative body at that time
existed in the State, the urgency of the case would justify
the measure.

On considering this motion, it was generally agreed that
it would answer a much better purpose to introduce each
ordinance with a short preamble, expressing the reasons
which induced the Convention to pass it; as then everyone
who should see the ordinance would at the same time be
possessedof the reasons for passing it, but might not be in
possessionof the resolution moved for. The preambles to
the several ordinances passed by the Conventionwill, there-
fore, lead the publick into the reasons for passing them.
These, with the additional ones advanced at the time of their
passin", we make little doubt, will fully satisfy every friend
to our"country, and justify the Convention. The preamble
to the first is as follows: .

"Whereas the Non-Asso.ciators in this State have either
refused or neglected to deliver up their arms, according to
the res01ves of the honourable Continental Congress and
the Assembly of Pennsylvania, and effectual measures have
not been taken to carry the said resolves into execution; Be
it ordained," &c.

In addition to these reasons, which sufficiently express
the necessityof the measure,may be added the folly and

'*'
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danO"er of leaving arms in the hands of Non-Associators,
whe~ the Associators were absent in tbe service, and the
great clemand for the best arms we could procure to put
into tbe bands of the Militia from the country, who were
ready and willing to march to tbe camp, but had no arms
to take with them, weighed greatly with the Convention in
passmg this ordinance; and the good effects of it were sud-
denly perceived, for the Militia were furnished with several
hundred stand of good arms in consequence thereof.

The next ordinance is that which was passed for the
release of Colonel James Easton, a man who had merited
well of his conntry, and who was unjustly detained, in the
jail of this city on an action for debt. The pubhck, we
doubt not, wiII justify the Convention in this ordinance,
when it is known that he was the commander at the taking
of Ticonderof{a, was committed by some gentlemen belong-
ing to New-'York not deemed very friendly to our cause,
when attending Congress to settle his accounts, whereby he
could have been enabled to pay the debt, though they had
good security to a much greater amount than the debt
came to.

An ordinance for the relief of tbe prisoners in the several
jails of this State, is next in order, and introduced with these
reasons for its passing:

"Whereas at this time the courts of justice within this
State are surceased, and all process and proceedings by
which suits can be legally commenced, proceeded in, or
determined, are by the authority of the people justly and
totally suppressed; and whereas the cletaining in custody
debtors under executions who are willing to deliver up their
estates for the use of their creditors, or debtors confined
under mesne process, who have no mode of entering bail
in order to free their persons fimn imprisonment, is not only
oppressive, but can be of no real benefil or advantage to the
creditors: and wh8reas, a tOlal change of Government, by
the assistance of Divine Providence, has been effected
within the United States, and acts of grace to criminals
sometimes are granted on events of such importance: Be it
ordained," &c.

An ordinance against counterfeiting the Continental cur-
rency comes next, preceded by the following preamble:

"
Whereas great mischiefs may arise to the United States

of America, and the p!'Operty of the good people, inhabit-
ants thel'E~of,rendered precarious and insecure by wicked
and designing persons counterfeiting the paper bills of credit
issued by the honourable the Continental Congress, or by
any of the United States of America, for remedywhereof:
Be it ordained," &c.

Nothing, perhaps, shows the necessity of the ordinances
passed by Convention in a stronger point of ligbt, than the
difficulty we are under at thi~ time, arising f!'Omnot having
a section in this ordinance for the more effectual punish-
ment of those who refuse the Continental bills of credit.
No one of the ordinances but has prevented as great an
evil as the forementioned; and had this appeared before
the rising of the Convention, it would have been provided
a.gainst.

Great licentiousness having arisen about that time, for
remedy thereof the ordinance for appointing temporary
Magistrates to preserve the publick peace and tranquillity,
and to hold persons to bail who should incline to take undue
advantages of the times to defraud their creditors, passed the
Convention. The preamble, though short, will show the
necessity of such an appointment; and the absence of the
Associators, who were then generally at camp, will justify
the nomination of them by the Convention, as an election
would have fallen principally into the hands of Non-Asso-
ciators and Tories, and the consequence of vesting civil
authority in such men would have soon appeared, had it
not been prevented by the said nomination. 'The ordinance
is thus introduced:

"Whereas it is necessary that proper officers of justice
be appointed under the authority of the people on]y, and
deriving no power whatever fi'om the late Constitution: Be
it ordained," &c.

Thp ordinanc~ for compelling debtors, in certain cases,
to O"ivesecurity, being nearly connected with the fore<ToinO",o. 0 t)
we beg leave to Introduce its preamble next:

,. Whereas, at this time, when courts of justice in this
State are shut, it is absolutely necessary that honest credit-
ors should be made secure, when it shall appear that other-

wise they might, by dishonest debtors takmg advantage of
the times, run the risk of losing their just debts: De it
ordained," &c.

The ordinances against treason and advisedly speaking
and writing against tbe cause of America, are introcluced,
respectively, in the following words:

"Whereas GO\'ernrnent ought, at all times, to take the
most effectual measures for the safety and security of the
State: Be it ordained ," &c.; and

"Whereas evil-disposed persons may, by speaking and
writing, endeavour to influence the minds of weak or
unwary persons, and thereby impede the present \7irtuous
opposition made by the free United States of America
against the wicked and tyrannical measures pursued by the
King ancl Parliament of Great Brita1~n: for prevention
whereof, b8 it ordained," &c.

The powers given to Magistrates in these ordinances
arose from the impossibility of erecting regular courts of
justice before tbe new Government should take place; and
yet they contain a temporary habeas corpus act, as wiII
appear to everyone who wi1l examine them wilh can dour ;
so Jar was the Convention f!'Omattempting to act arbitrarily,
notwithstanding the scurrility with which they are treated.
But men who bave nothing rational to advance, must use
what is in their power.

The ordinance for rendering the burdens of Associators
and Non-Associators, in the defence of tbis State, as nearly
equal as possible, is tbus introduced:

"Whereas the Associators of this State have bestowed
much of their time and been at consiclerable expense in
qualifying themselves for tbe defence of thpir country, and
are now gone forth into actual service, to the great preju-
dice of their private concerns; while others, hy not asso-
ciating, have exempted themselves fi'om those difficulties,
and pursued tbeir business to advantage; and whereas no
effectual measures have hitherto been taken to render the
burden of defence, whicb is a common benefit, as nearly
equal as possible: Be it ordained," &c.

However vain it may apPE;ar, at this time, to justify this
ordinance as it stands, and which is condemned with such
severity by those who are -the subjects of it, it is no more
than common justice, due to the Convention, to recall the
publick attention to our situation at that time. A powerful
army of the enemy landed on Staten-Island, fi'om whence
tbey might make an excursion into tbe Jerseys, or even to
this city; whilst their fleet, by taking possession of the
North River, had it in their power to prevent General
Washington fi'om giving us tbe least assistance. Amboy,
Elizabethtown, and Newark, exposed to immediate destruc-
tion. At this time no resolll'ce was to be found but in our
Militia-that Militia which had so frequently complained
of the unequal burdens they had already borne, and by
repeated petitions demanded redress of the late Assembly.
In a conference of a Committee of Congress, the Commit-
tee of Safety of this State, the Field Officers of the City
battalions, and the Committee of Inspection, it was resolved
to call Jorlh tbe wbole Militia of tbis State, so far as tbey
could be armed. Almost insuperable difficuJties appeared
in opposition to tbis measure: amongst others, that of saving
the approacbing harvest was not tbe least. Tbe Militia
nevertheless turned out with amazing alacrity in some
counties; in otbers, where the Tory interest prevailed, they
were more tardy. The Convention thought it a duty they
owed their country, to give thema1l proper encouragement,
and, eady in the sitting, passed and published a resolve
that they meant to do justice to the Associators; and here
the matter rested.

The Council of Safety, in tbe mean time, exerted them-
selves, with incredible diligence, to put the Militia into a
condition to serve their country with effect.

The Associators were obliged to leave their homes at the
most busy and irnportant season to farmers, and harassed
with long marches 10 the camp in New-Jersey, in expecta-
tion of facing a hostile army; while many of the Non-As-
sociators not only forebore to touch the burden of the day
with a single finger, but expressed the diabolical pleasure
they enjoyed in beholding the distress of the friends of li-
berty.*

"Though some of them are highly to. be commended for their care
and concern for the affairs of their neighbours who were out in the ser.
Vice.
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The Convention was often informed of these circum-
5tances, perhaps with great aggravation, and reminded of
their promise to the Militia; but the difficulty of fulfilling
it stared them full in the face, and perhaps contributed as
much as any thing to its delay. However, a Committee
was appointed, the ordinance was brought in, debated, com-
mitted, and recommitted. A spirit of generosity and mod-
eration was, perhaps, never more warmly displayed than
on one side of the House on this occasion; but the minds
of many were agitated with the situation of our affairs;
their passions inflamed with the part which tbe Non-Asso-
ciators in general have acted, and the advantages they have
taken of the times; so the ordinance passed the Conven-
tion as it now stands, though not with the majority that
might be expected from a body so universally attached to
the cause, and so sensible of the reasons which the Associ-
ators had to complain.

No one who heard the debates in Convention on the sub-
ject could doubt that impartial justice was aimed at on both
sides. How far they have failed of accomplishing it, is not
for the Convention to determine. This tbey are persuaded
of, that when the loss of time and other expenses attending
the learning the military exercise, are added to the disad-
vantages the Associators have laboured under in the late
call, and the profits which Non-Associators derive to them-
selves in consequence thereof, the balance is not much in
favour of the Associators. Tradesmen have left their bmi-
ness, to face the enemy in the hour of danger; and the very
men whose property they were protecting at the risk of
their lives, have stepped into their custom. Farmers left
their harvest-fields to be reaped by Non-Associators, and
paid them from five shillings to a dollar per day, in some
parts, for their ]abour; whilst Ihemsel ves were guarding the
coasts of a neighbouring State, to preserve it /i'om the incur-
sions of the enemy. Some men have given one_ half of
their crops to get the other secured. Thus, while the Asso-
cia tor was abseRt upon the most important publick duty,
[he Non-Associator earned, in extraordinary advantages
derived from that single circumstance, much more than the
fine to be levied upon him.

The Non-Associators, in many parts of the country, had
reason to apprehend that the Associators, as soon as they
returned, would undertake it themselves, if the Convention
did nothing to make the burden equal between them; and
the Convention was greatly misinformed, if those among
them who were actuated by no worse principles than SCl'l1-
pIes of conscience against war, were not very well ~atisfied
that the fines were equitable. It is not for us to pretend to
judge of the motives of those who complain; neither was
it the mind of the Convention to say any tiling in justifica-
tion of their conduct. They meant only to lay the reasons
of it before their constituents. Nevertheless, it may not be
improper to observe on which side they stand who have
ever been enemies to our cause, and to express a desire that
those who are not privy to such men's designs may not be
decei ved by them.

The Convention considered the interval which of neces-
sity took place between the suppression of all power derived
from the Crown, and the erecting of the same on tbe authority
of the people, as a period pregnant with important events,
and meant to supply it with such a temporary constitution
as might preserve us from ruin. This cansed the ordinances
to pass, and though some of them as they now stand met
with considerable opposition, yet not one passed the Con-
vention but such as appeared absolutely necessary for the
safety of the State. U ndel' this idea they passed the Con-
vention, and nothing has yet appeared to convince of the
contrary. The Associators long and justly complained of
partiality and injustice, and however altered in their minds
with regard to the powers of the Convention, they once
thought otherwise, and had high expectation that the Con-
vention would consider their case, and leave the Non-Asso-
ciators no room to triumph over them. The Convention
accordingly has done them al] the justice they could; but if
they, now that they have it in their power to forgive, have
changed their minds and are desirous of letting the Non-
Associators escape, they can do it, and that without giving
great offence to the Convention. But I.hey will thereby
preclude all futUre complaints, and future Legis]atures must
not be blamed for their lenity.

The pressing necessity of the times, and the urgent ap-

plication of publick. bodies and men in pubJick stations,
induced the Convention to enter into certain resolves, as
will appear to everyone who examines their minutes, wbich
were published weekly; for they wished to conceal nothing
from their constituents. The propriety of these resol ves
will fully appear to everyone who recollects the then state
of our affairs, and wishes to see us maintain our freedom;
and nothing further need be said on the subject, were it not
that some wicked designing people have endeavoured not
only to ruin the credit of the Convention but the great
cause itself, by infusing hard thoughts into their minds, in
consequence of a resolve which they passed about the
middle of August.

Repeated and pressing letters were continually arriving
from the camp, informing the Convention that some ill-dis-
posed persons who had crept into the Association to cover
their unfriendly principles from the publick eye, were ex-
ceeding]y industrious in sowing the seeds of sedition in the
minds of the Militia, and under the show of great patriotism
and attachmellt to the true principles of liberty, persuaded
them to believe that they were decoyed and entrapped by
their officers, who artfully carried them out with a design to
form them into a flying camp, and that unless they rose up
in a mutinous manner and forced their way home, they
would be converted into mercenaries and obliged to march
to Canada, or any other place where their sen'ices might
be wanted. This report being industriously propacrated,
desertions were the immediate consequence; and they who
had the virtue and patriotism to withstand their insinuations,
were in danger of being offered up a sacrifice to the enemy,
and the coast of being deserted before the Militia from the
country could arrive.

In the distressing exigence the Convention passed a re-
solve offering a reward of three pounds for taking up every
deserter, at the same time assuring the Militia that it was
not their intention to keep them out longer than six weeks,
having furnished their quota of the Flying-Camp. Tbis
step, so necessary for tbe safety of every Militia-man who
had the virtue to stay, and which would affect no man who
would wish to preserve the name of a soldier, is by artful
enemies represented as treating tbe Associators like beasts.
To prevent and discourage desertion is with them a mark of
opprobrium; and thus every law wbich supposes bad men
to exist is to be considered as an insult on the good. Can
confidence be placed in men who, wearing a military dress,
are offended with a publick body for offerinO"a reward for
apprehending deserters? Are they soldier~, 01' do they
mean to do the duty of soldiers, who are dissatisfied with
this? Will any man be offended at offering a reward for
apprehending highwaymen, but he who is one himself, or
has a violent propensity to become such? A man who
wishe~ ~o stand his ground in tbe day of danger, will ever
be solicItous to have every obstacle laid in the way of de-
serters, that he may be surff of support in the ham of
necessity. Can any thing account for such men's behaviour
but tbat they wished to see us defeated, while they were
willing to appear hearty friends to our cause? We mean
not this as a general reflection. We know many things
happened to alarm the jealousies and excite tbe resentments
of the best-hearted of the Militia, and that in tbe heat of
passion it was easy to inflame them yet more; they are
little if in any degree culpable. The men who took the
occasion of this state of their minds to sow the seeds of
discord and confusion, and who went secretly from battalion
to battalion, and from company to company, are the men
now in our eye; and we are persuaded that had no such
lurking enemies heen in the Militia, nothing of the kind
would ever ha ve ha ppened.

Lord Howe is near at hand, and your e~emies know that
if they ever do any thing to ingratiate themselves with bim
and secure their estates, it must be at this time. They
know nothing can be effected by a fair and open opposition;
but by dividing and distracting Y0l), they may possibly suc-
ceed. They are, therefore, intent on this only, because that
debility and weakness must be the inevitable consequence.

" A house divided against itself cannot stand," and therefore
jf you listen to tlieir artful suggestions, and remain disunited,
you must fall. To tbe officer they speak disrespectfully of
the private, and to the private they censure tlie conduct of
lIis officer. To one they condemn this part of the pro-
ceedings of the Convention, and to another that, according

.
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as they find it suits the person they couverse. with. What
can be the reason of all this? Why, by the one they de-
stroy the Association, and by the other they defeat the
endeavour to establish a Go\'ernment under your authority,
and by both they ruin the general cause, defeat the measnres
of the Continent, prepare tbe way for a submission to the
enemy, and offer up every friend to his country and asso-
ciator to the gallows, and their estates to confiscation; and
yet to men who harbour such designs in their hearts against
us, have we the infatuation to listen.

.With regard to the resolves and ordinances of the Con-
vention, they are all temporary and intended as such.
Magistrates to preserve the peace of the society until the
Government could fairly take place, &c. If anyone will
show candidly and fairly that the present state of our affairs
does not justify every ordinance passed, and render it neces-
sary, they will do a kindness to the Convention in so doing;
for they mean to defend no measure which the state of the
times will not.

The Convention, with the best motives and from the most
urgent necessity, stepped so far out of the direct line of their
appointment, if it can be thought out of that line, to take
every measure necessary to secure success which pl'Udence
and a love of the cause and the people could inspire; and
they have in this address set an example of that respon-
sibility which they think due from representati\'es to their
constituents. Having received power from you, they em-
ploy it solely in your service, and framed a government,
wherein the supreme power is lodged in your own hands,
and only so far delegated as to act solely for your interest.
This has raised a terrible outcry among those who either
have heretofore, or now wish to rule, but not by your
authority. Thus having finished their work in the best
manner in their power, they dissolved themselves, leaving
the further success of your measures and Constitution to the
mercy of Him who loves mankind, and gives the enjoyment
of liberty to those only who are willing to defend it, and
your own virtue, on which you must ultimately depend for
success, if you will free yourselves from the tyrannical yoke
you have heretofore groaned under, and the aristocratical
one which is at this time preparing for you.

ADDRESS OF THE COUNCI", OF NEW-JERSEY.

To His Ercellency WILLIAM LIVINGSTON,Esq., Governour,
Captain-General, and Commander-in- Chief in and OL'er
the State of N EW-JERSEY and Territories thereunto be
longing, Chancellor and Ordinary in the same:

The Address of the Councilof said :::,tate.
.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: We, the Council
of the State of New-Jersey, beg leave to congratulate your
Excellency 0(1 your appointment to the Government, and to
return you our most cordial thanks for your truly patriotick
speech. .

The impartial and disinterested part of the world will
aO'ree with your Excellency, that the separation of America
f~m Great Britain is fully justifiable before God and man:
a separation at once expedient, inevitable, and essentially
necessary to our very existence as freemen. America, in-
deed, was compelled to break off all union with a nation
which, contaminated with luxury and insatiate with plun-
der, had concerted a system of despotism for her ruin. All
America regrets the necessity, at the same time that all
America applauds the rectitude and spirit of the measure.
The British nation, too, if not totally immersed in venality
and corruption, must applaud an action which accords so
eminently with the true spirit of their own Constitution; an
action that owes its birth to the same principle which was
so signa1!y displayed in the memorable revolution. What,
however, is peculiarly worthy of remark in the progress of
the present contest is, that wonderful preparation of circum-
stances and singular combination of causes which gradually
brought on the separation, and disposed the minds of men
for an event so truly important. .

The Constitution framed by the late Convention, although
not entirely perfect, has, however, equitably and justly
decided on most of the principal points whereon the happi-
ness of this society depends, and therefore hath met with
general approbation. Upon so respectable and honourable
a bottom, the present Legislature is founded, which, in the
most unbiased manner, hath chosen Jour Excellency to

preside over the State, and by that choice hath, at this
perilous period, clearly shown how much they admire your
virtues, and what confidence they repose in your abilities.

The several important matters recommended by your
Excellency, merit our serious and deliberate consideration,
and in conjunction with the General Assembly we shall take
slIch steps, and pass such laws as may appear most condu-
cive to the publick weal. We join your Excellency in
sentiment as to the disinterestedness and integrity so indis-
pensably requisite in all our proceedings. Certainly as pub-
lick men, we are to know neither friend nor favourite, fear
nor resentment. Sensible that, especially in the infancy of
our civil institution, much depends upon the selection of
proper persons to occupy the various departments in the
State, your Excellency may be assured that we shall be par-
ticularly cautious in our choice. Stationed as we are, the
guardians and protectors of the State, the general good should
be the sole object of attention, and of course in the appoint-
ment of officers, intrinsick merit should be the sole rule of
promotion. These, sir, were the considerations which in-
fluenced \ISin the appointment of such officers as have been
already elected, and we trust will continue to be the rule
of our conduct. No time ever required more economy, in-
dustry, patriotism, purity of manners, and true devotion, than
the present, and the expelience of all ages, with the recent
example of Great Britain, hath effectually taught us how
essentially necessary it is to the weal of the State, to incul-
cate these excellent qualifications both by precept and
exampJe.

By order of the House:
Princeton, September 28. 1776.

GOVERNOUR'S REPJ;.Y.

GENTLEMEN: I am greatly obligedto you for your kind
congratulation on my appointment to the Government, and
for the favourable sentiments you are pleased to express
concerning me. As every office is only honO\lrable in pro-
portion to the publick good it enables the person sustaining
it to do, and the officer himself in proportion to the goodh!'
actually does, I can assure you that the reflection of having
promoted the true interest of this State to the e~tent of my
wishes and of your expectation, will afford me mOre solid
satisfaction than can result from any external splendour or
the most illustrious titles.

Wn" L1VINGSTON.

JNO. STEVENS, V. P.

Newark, New.Jeraey, September 28, 1776.

Tuesday evening last, arrived at Elizabethtown, from
Quebeck, in four transports, about four hundred and twenty
of our people, that had been taken prisoners at different
times in Canada. The names of most of the officers are as
follow, viz:

General Thompson, Colonel Irvine, Lieutenant Correy,
Lieutenant Bird, Dr. McKinney, Rev. Mr. McCalla, Lieu-
tenant McDougall.

These following were taken the 31st of December last,
and all (except Major Lamb) went from Boston with Col-
onel Arnold, through the wifderness:

Captain Henry Dearborn, Lieutenant Ammi Andrews,
Lieutenant Nath. Hutchins, Lieutenant Joseph Thomas,
from New-Hampshire.

Major Timothy Bigelow, Captain William Goodrich,
Captain Jonas Hubbard, (died of his wound,) Lieutenant
John Comptun, Lieutenant Samuel Brown, Lieutenaot
James Tisdale, Lieutenant John Clark, from ~Massachusetts.

Major Return Jonathan .Meiggs, Captain Samuel Lock-
wood, Capt. Eleazer Osgood, (volunteer,) Captain Oliver
Hanchett, Lieutenant Abijah Savage, Quartermaster Ben-

jamin Chatten, from Connecticut.
Lieutenant-Colonel Christopher Green, Captain John

Toppan, Captain Simeon Thayre, Captain Samuel Ward,
Lieutenant William Humphrey, Lieutenant James Webb,
Lieutenant Edward Slocum, Lieutenant Sylvanus Shaw,
from Rhode-Island.

Major John Lamb, fl'OmNew- York.
Lieutenant Francis Nichols, Adjutant Archibald Steel,

from Pennsylvania.
Captain Daniel Morgan, Lieutenant William Heath,

Lieutenant Peter O'Brien Bruen, John ~McGuire, (volun-
teer,) Charles Potterfield, (volunteer,) from Virginia.

Adj't CAristian Febiger, /i'omthe Kingdom of Denmark.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

(Read September 30, 1776.]

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, September 28, 1776.

SIR; Being about to cross the North River this morning,
in order to view the post opposite, and the grounds between
that and Powles Hook, I shall not add much more than
that J have been honoured with your favour of the 24th,
and its several enclosures, and that since my letter of yes-
terday no important event has taken place.

As Colonel Hugh Stephenson, of the Rifle Regiment,
ordered lately to be raised, is dead, according to the infor-
mation I have received, I wou]d beg leave to recommend
to the particular notice of Congress Captain Daniel ])Ior-
gan, just returned among the prisoners from Canada, as a
fit and proper person to succeed to the vacancy occasioned
by his death. The present field officers of the regiment
cannot claim any right in preference to him, because he
ranked above them, and as a Captain, when he first entered
the service. His conduct as an officer on the expedition
with General Arnold lastfaJl, his intrepid behaviour in the
assaultupon Quebeck when the brave :iJ'lontgomeryfell, the
inflexib]e attachment he professed to our cause during his
imprisonment, and which he perseveres in, added to these
his residence in the place Colonel Stephenson came from,
and his interest and influence in the same circle, and with
such men as are to compose such a regiment, all, in my
opinion, entitle him to the favour of Congress, and lead me
to belie\'e that in his promotion the States will gain a good
and valuable officer for the sort of troops he is particular1y
recommended to command.

Should Congress be pleased to appoint Captain Morgan
m the instance I have mentioned, I would still beg leave to
suggest the propriety and necessity of keeping the matter
close, and not suffering it to transpire until he is exonerated
from the paro]e he is under. His acceptance of a commis-
sion under his present circumstances might be construed a
violation of his engagement, and, if not, the difficulty at-
tending his exchange might be increased. The enemy,
perhaps, would consider him as a Field Officer, of which we
have but very few in our hands, and none that I recollect
of that rank.

I have the honour
most obedient servant,

to be, with great esteem, sir, your

Go. WASHINGTON.

Proceedings of a General Court-])lartial of the Line, held
on the Heights of HAARLEM,by order of His Excel-
lenC1JGEORGE WASHINGTON,General and COrr/mander-
in-Chief of the Forces of the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, for the trial of all Prisoners to be brought
before them; SEPTEMBER 28th, 1776.

Colonel WEEDON, President.

Lieut. Colonel Chandler, Captain Brown,
Lieut. Colonel Russell, Captain Chamberlain,
Captain Ledyard, Captain Prentice,
Captain Graydon, Captain Rogers,
Captain Wiley, Captain Foster,
Captain Hindman, Captain Stanley.
Captain Scott,

WM. TUDOR, Judge-Advocate.

The Court proceeded to the tria] of Ensign Thomas
Fosdick and Ensign Benoni Shipman, both of Colonel
Webb's Regiment, at present in the detachment of Rangers,
uDder the command of Lieutenant Holmes, brought prison-
ers before the Court, and accused of "abusive language to
their officers, of disobedience of orders, and of mutiny."

The prisoners being severally arraigned on the above
charge, severally plead, "Not guilty."

Lieutenant Cleveland deposes: Last Thursday night I
went home to the house where all of us who are officers in
the Ranging service quarter, and, sitting at supper, a dis-
pute soon arose between some of the officers, when En-
signs Fus-dick and Chipman were very abusive to Lieu-
tenant Holmes, and Chipman damned them, told them they
would not obey their commands, and said they would turn
out their company against the rest of the party, and imme-
diately went in, and came out of their room with their
guns. We disarmed them and confined them to their room.

Lieutenant Holmes. The prisoners being very abusive
on Thursday night, damning the officers, I ordered them to

be quiet, but they utterJy refused. Fosdick said he was as
good as any of us, and would not be comm~nded by any
of us. Fosdick said he could turn out a com~panyequal to
all the rest of the detachment. He was in a great fury, and
got his gun, which we disarmed him of, and I ordered him
under an arrest. Chipman was extremely abusive in his
language. There was no one more than another who had
the command of the detachment.

Lieutenant Breed says: After the prisoners were under
an arrest on Thursday evening, I went to the house, and
saw the prisoner Chipman, who was extremely abusive to
the other officers, and disorder1y, damning them.

Lieutenant Bacon. Tlmrsday evening, observing several
persons eating with Ensigns Shipman and Fosdick, I ob-
served that we must draw more rations; when they both
came up and damned me, and abused me very much.
After some altercation, we ap-reedto refer it to the deter-
mination of Drs. Holmes and Pope. However, they (the
prisoners) soon disagreed, damned them both, and refused
to have any thing to do with them. Finding the disorders
increase, I went away.

Ensign Cleveland. Upon some occasion, the otherniaht,
the prisoners were very disorderly, and Lieutenant Holmes
was orderingthem under an arrest. Fosdick said he would
not go under arrest unless he pleased. I went away imme-
diately. '

The prisoners produce no evidence.
The Court are of opinion that the prisoners are guilty of

abusive language to Lieutenant Holmes and Pope, and that
the prisoners be reprimanded for this conduct before the
officers of Colonel lVebb's Hegiment, by the commanding
officer of the Regiment.- G. WEEDON,President.

At a General Court-M.artial held at King's Bridge, by
adjournment on the 28th day of September, Anno Domini
1776;

Colonel LASHER,President.
Lieut. Co\. Prentice, Captain Dana,
Major Austin, Captain Dixon,
Captain Sill, Captain Brazier,
Captain Barns, Captain Townshend,
Captain Keith, Captain Platt,
Captain Allen, Captain lIardenburgh.

WILLIAM WILLCOCKS, Judge-Advocate.

John Carter and John Barry, of Captain King's Com-
pany, Colonel fVard's Regiment, charged with desertion.

The prisoners on their arraignment, severally plead,
"Guilty." Sentenced to receive thirty-nine ]ashes each.
(Approved.)

Richard Halloway, of Captain Woofs Company, Colo-
nel ])[alcom's Regiment, chft.rged with absenting himself
from the Regiment without leave.

The prisoner on his arraignment plead, "Not guilty."
The Court adjudged the prisonernot guilty. (Set at lib-
erty .)

Jos. Wadder,alias Veder, and Peter Vanvreedenbllrgh,
of Captain Steenborough's Company, Colonel Graham's
Regiment, and Richard Lawson, of Captain Swarthout's
Company, Colonel Swarthout's Regiment, charged with
desertion.

The prisoners all plead excuses.
Benry lUott, of Captain Swarthout's Company, testifies

that tbe prisoner, Lawson, went away without leave; that
being sent after him he met his father, and told him his son
had better deliver himself up, which he pid. The Court
adjudge the prisoners guilty of desertion.

The prisoners sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes each.
(Approved.)

Lieutenant Thomas Youngman, of Colonel Haller's Re-
giment, charged by Coloneillaller with absenting himself
hom the regiment without leave.

Pleads, "A pass."
Lieutenant Conrad Just, of Captain Henster's Companv,

Colonel lIaller's Regiment, being duly sworn, deposetil:
That being on his retUrnhorne he met the prisoner, with two
others, between lFoodbri~ge and Newa1"k, New-Jersey;
asked him where he was gOlllg? he answered, " Home; and
that one of the company had a pass for the three," and so
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said ~he others; that he is acquainted with them, and be-
lieves they spoke the truth.

The Court' adjuoge the prisoner guilty on the eighth arti-
cle of war. The Court sentence tbe prisoner to be cash-
iereo.

Lieutenant Oliver 1Uildeberger, of Captain Leonard's
Company, Colonel Lasher's Regiment, charged with leaving
the Regiment without permission.'

The prisoner on his arraignment plead, "Guilty."
The Court sentence the prisoner to be cashiered, and

mulcted one month's pay, on the eighth article of war.
W M. WILLCOCKS, Advocate.

GENERAL HEAT» TO GENERAL SALTONSTALL.

King's Bridge, September 28,1776.

DEARSIR: You will as soon as possible order three of
the regiments of Militia under your command to march for-
ward and encamp on the ground lately occupied by the
Militia of the regiments commanded by Major Newbury,
Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, Major Strong, and Major
Terry.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,
To Brigadier-General Saltonstall.

W. HEATH.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL PARSONS.

King's Bridge, September 28,1776,

DEAR SIR: The last night I received the following:

" SIR: Y 011 will please to give direction that Colonel
Tyler be put under arrest for cowardice and misbebaviour
before the enemy, on Sunday, tbe 15th instant.

"
By order of the General.

"Sir, your humble servant,

" Jos. REED, Adjutant-General.
If September 27, 1776."

You will, therefore, upon receipt hereof, immediately
order Colonel Tyler under arrest.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,
To General Parsons.

W. HEATH.

ISAAC PIERCE TO DOCTOR POTTS.

Ticonderoga, September 28,1776.

SIR: Complaints having been made to the General of
many abuses respecting the discharge of soldiers at the Hos-
pital, he expects that an immediate stop be put to it.
Therefore you will give proper directions to a]) the Sur-
geons under you, that the General's orders may be ob e
And he desires you should repair to Head-Quarters as soon
as possible.

I am, sir, by order
humble servant,

To Doctor Potts.

of the General, your most obedient,

IS,\ACPIERCE,Aid-de- Camp.

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES.

Isle Valcour, September 28, 1776,

DEARGENERAL:My last was from the bay of St. Amont,
the 22d instant, by Captain Dunn, \vhich make no doubt
you have received. The next day the fleet arrived safe at
this place, (which is an excellent harbour.) Weare moored
in a small bay on the west side the island, as near togethel'
as possible, and in such a form that few vessels can attack
liSat the same time, and those will be exposed to the fire
of the whole fleet.

The 25th I despatched into Canada a German, who was
a mate of the Revenge, and a New-England man, who
speaks French well. Both are sensible fellows and may
be depended on. They are extremely well acquainted
with the country, go in cha~acter of deserters, and have
proper instructions and credentials (sixteen of each sort)
sewed up between the sales of their shoes. As they run a
great risk, I have promised them, in case they succeed,
five hundred dollars between them. As soon as they know
the success of their embassy, they are to return. One of them
was a Ranger with Rogers all last war; has since lived in
Canada, and knows the woods perfectly. Two men are
stationed on the Isle la Motte to watch the motions of the
enemy.

Early yesterday morning, Sergeant Str£ctland, with

twelve men, in a provision batteau, passed this place and
went as fal' as Point-nux-Fers, but not finding the fleet,
returned. Tbe Revenge (on a cruise) picked them up at
six o'clock last night. The Sergeant took the schooner for
an enemy, and stupidly destroyed all his letters and papers,
when she was at a distance from him, which was very mor-
tifying, as I am deprived of the pleasure of your Jetter, and
have a long time anxiously waited for the particulars of thE!
affair at New- York. This fellow can give me no manner
of intelligence respecting the galleys or any tbing else. I
expect them every minute, as the time is elapsed in which
you wrote they would be ready.

Enclosed is the deposition of Thomas Day, which I took
at Crown-Point when I came down. I have since exam-
ined a Frenchman and his wife who live opposite the Isle
la Motte, who says that Ned Watson and Wykes came to
his house and there met Captain Frazier who was in pursuit
of some deserters; they told Frazier they were sent down
by Gill£land and Watson, and acquainted him of Captain
Wilson's and his party being on the Lake, in consequence
of which he was taken. The Frenchman also says that
about a fortnight past, two men wItom he knew to be Gilli-
land's tenants, came to his house, said they were sent down
by Gilliland with intelligence; that they appeared in a great
hurry, and offered him five dollars to set them over Missisqui
Bay, as their canoe was leaky, which he did. This is
partly confirmed by Mr. Hay, who lives opposite this island,
and says that one Cross and Scarr came to his house
about a fortnight past, and supposes they went to St. John's.
Scarr was a servant to MacCawley, who with Cross, were
tenants to Gilliland. I am fullyof opinionthat Gilliland,
John Watson, and JIIlacCawley have, from time to time,
sent expresses to the enemy, and given them all the intel-
ligence in their power, and no persons have known our
affairs better. I make no doubt that the enemy have often
been harboured at the houses of the first and last. I have
therefore ordered to take them prisoners to Ticon-
deroga, that you may examine and dispose of them as you
think proper. I don't think it is prudent to let them remain
on their farms, unless we choose the enemy should know
all our measures. Gilliland is a most plausible and artful
villain. Enclosed is a letter of complaint which he wrote me
after the fleet passed his settlement, not Onesyllable of which
is true. One Mr. Dujuit, a tenant of his, who had left his
place, went up with the fleet, and offered me some vegeta-
bles, which he said would be lost if I did not accept them.
I sent some boats on shore under the direction of Captain
Dunn. The whole stuff that was brought off was not
worthforty shillings. No othel' boats from the fleet were
on shore. As we returned to Button-Mould Bay the next
morning, and on our going down the Lake the second time,
only one boat was on shore, and the few vegetables taken
were from farms deserted, of which I believe Gilliland has
no right. His complaint appears more groundless than that
about his cattle, for which he was paid two or three times,
and carried them home at last.

Colonel Hartley writes me that one galley was expected at
Crown-Pointthe 26th, and that the others would be there
the 27th. There is a fine wind for the enemy to come down;
if they appear too strong for us, I will retire until I meet
the galleys.

Adieu, dear General, and believe
friend and humble servant,

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

me your affectionate

B. ARNOLD.

The testimony of THOMAS DAY, examined on oath before
ROBERT LEWIS, one of the Justices of CHARLOTTE
County, in tlte Province of NEw-Y ORK:

Who saith that sometime in the beginning of July last,
being in company with William Gilliland, Esq., and Wil-
liam TVykes,be heard said Wykes say that he was not afraid
to go to St. John's, to the Regulars; and that it appeared to
him from their intimacy and being frequently together, and
from sundry expressions of Gilliland's, that he contrived
the plan of Wykes and Ned Watson's going off. That he
heard Gilliland say the army acted like a parcel of damned
robbers. That several of Gilliland's tenants, in particular
one Nathaniel Blood, bought sundry tents, axes, guns, &e.,
from the soldiers of the Arner£can army, for a mere trifle of
mm, which said Blood had from said Gilliland, and he
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To the Honourable JONATHAN TRU~IBULL, Esquire, Gover-
nour, Captain-General, and Commander-in- Chief in and
over the State of CONNECTICUT, in AMERICA,

The Petition of the subscribers, inhabitants and freehold-
ers of LONG-ISLAND,in the State of NEW-YORK, humbly
showeth :

That your petitioners having been supposed unfriendly
to the States of America, and their residence on Long-
Island at the time of the landing of the British forces con-
ceived to be dangerous, were, by an order f!'Om his Excel-
lency General Washi?gton, r~moved ~rom Long-Is?and. to
Norwich, in Connectzcut, until such time as the situation
and state of affairs there should admit of their return to their
respective families again.

Conscious of no crime, and solicitous of knowing the
charge al1ainst them, they were informed by Adjutant-
General Joseph Reed that there were no particular matters
with which they stood charged; but that the only occasion
of their beincr removed was, that an attack on Long-Island
was hourly e';.pected, and that it was thought expedient to
remove them from the place of action until that event was
over. They therefore flattered themselves that as soon as
that affair was determined, they should have been dis- NATHANIELGUILDTO RICHARDDEVENS.
charged.

M D . S. I ]'
. r

h hThat they humbly conceive as their being removed f!'Om . R: EVENS. 11',t lese ~nes may InlOrm you t at t 8

thence could not have been intended as a punishment for
fire ~s III the furnace, and I will make the wheels as soon a!

their demerits, and as no mischief can possibly arise from poss!ble.
-

their beincr suffered to return to their families, to detain them
SIr, as to the. double-headed ~hot~ I must depend ~pon

longer w(~lId subject your petitioners to the greatest misery you fo~ the bar-Iron, Please to mqmre of C?olonel Gndle~

and distress, especiaIJy as they are entirely unacquainted or MajOr Burbanks a~ to th~ quantity and Size, and send It

with the state of their families, and by no means prepared to ~e as soon as possible, wIth the account of the same.
r I t Sir, Yours to selve, NATHANIEl, GUILD.
lor a onger say. ,

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honour To Richard Devens.
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II. 38

believes said Gilliland was concerned with said Blood.
He, the deponent, observed to Gilliland, that he thought it
very wrong to buy those arti~les o~ t.he soldiers, as i,t was
defrauding the country; to whIch Gzlhland answered, It was
no matter how much they got out of the country: the more
the better; and that being at Gilliland's when the army
was going to Canada this spring, several officers passed by
the window, Gilliland said there comes a company of
damned buO'crers. He was also in com pany with John

00

Watson since the late retreat; he heard said Watson say
that he was not afraid of the Regulars if they came, for that
he had several officers for relations among them, and as for
the American army they had acted like a parcel of damned
robbers. THOMASDAY.

ROBERT LEWIS.

-
GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAl. WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, September 23, 1776.

Sm: The 25th insJant the enclosed petition was deliVf~red
me by two of the subscribers, ~essrs. ~ssa~ and lVicoll.
The principal matter they plead IS con tamed III the second
paragraph. It was observed to them the e~ents therein
intended is not over; although Long-Island IS evacuated
by our troops, yet the .reason of the!r being .sent here co~-
tinues; that their desire to return IS an eVidence of their
inimical character, for they are sensiblp" if they return, they
must take an oath of allegiance to King George IlL, and
submit to such orders as General Howe pleases to give.
Moreover, they having been in this State, puts it in their
power to give important intelligence to the enemy.

They answered that nothing had ev{'r appeared where-
fore they should be sent from their families; that Adjutant-
General Reed uave them encouragement that they should
return as soon

0

as that affair was determined. If never
before, doth not their motion to return to the island show
them to be really inimical? I told them I was not privy
to Adjutant-General Reed's. disc~urse~ .but if they were
desirous of it, I would transmIt their petilion to your Excel-
lency for YOllr consideration and advice, which is my only
apology fcJf this trouble., , ,

Pray God to give you wisdom to gmde your councils,
and to crown your arduous labours with success.

I am, with great esteem and respect, sir, your most
obedient, humble servant, JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To His Excellency General Washington.

would be pleused to take the matter into your serious con-
sideration and grant th{'m such relit'f as to your Honour
shall seem meet and convenient; and your petitioners as in
duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.

CHARLES NICOLL, THOMAS JONES,

DAVID BROOKS, JOHN WII.LETT,

JOHN CHACE, ISAAC SMITH,

JOSEPH GRESWOLD, JOHN RAPALJE,

BENJA~IIN HEWLETT, DANIEL KISSAM, Jun.,

DAVID BATTY, WILLIAM THORNE,

WHITEHEAD CORNWEI,L, A. SEABURY,

CHARI.ES HICKS, AUG'T V. HORNE.

Norwich, September 17, 1776.

- ,
PAROJ,E OF JAMES BABBIGE.

I, James Babbage, Esq., of the Island of New-Providence,
being a prisoner of war of the United States of America,
and being permitted by the Honourable JO~lIthan Trumbull,
Esq., Governour of the Slate of Connectzcut, to retum to
my family upon my parole, do pledge my faith and word
of honour to said Governour Trumbull, that I will not bear
armsauainstthe United States'of America during the present
war, a~d that I will not say or do any thing to the pre-
judice of the interest of said Slates or any of them, and also
that I will return to such place in said States as shall be
appointed by the most honourable the Continental Congress,
the General or Commander-in-Chief of the army of said
States, or by the General Assembly, or Uovernour and
Commander-in-Chiefof the State of Connecticut.

Given under my hand at Middletown the 28th .dayof
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six.

JAS. BABBIGE.

WALTER SPOONER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Watertown, Council Chamber, September 28, 1776,

SIR: Your Excellency, in your letter of the 19th instant,
to the General Assemblyof this State, having mentioned
that the army under your command were much in want of
camp utensils, and that you knew not how to pr~cure a
sufficiency, the Council have directed the Commissary-Gen-
eral of this State to forward to your Excellency two loads
of iron pots, which he had in his store, for the use of the
Continental army, which we hope will be agreeable to your
Excellency. In case you should have occasion for any
more, if you please to signify it, we will endeavour to pro-
cure and forward them. We should have sent tin kettles,
but tin was not to be obtained.

I am, with great respect,in the name and behalf of the
Council, your most humble servant,

WALTER SPOONER.

To His Excellency General -nrashington.

WALTER SPOONER TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Watertown, September 28,1776.

SIR: Since I saw you, I have moved the affair of the
rice again; and the Board have thought fit to give you
orders to move said rice, in such a way and manner as you
think fit.

I expect to return home some time next week; and if
you are desirous of my taking any cat'e about it, and will
inform me by a letter, I will make the best provision I can
to send it to you.

I am, sir, your humble servant,

To Richard Devens, Esquire.
W. SPOONER.
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Portsmouth, September 28, 1776,

On Thursday last, arrived here the prize ship Royal
E-q;hange, Lawrence Bowden, late master. She was taken
by the Continental ship Columbus, Abraham Whipple,
Esquire, commander, on the 29th ult., on her passage from
Grenada to London, having on board a valuable cargo,
consisting of two hundred and eighty-four hogsheads and
two tierces of sugar, fifty-five hogsheads of rum, eleven hogs-
beads coffee, two bales cotton, and some Madeira wine.

The prize-master, MI'. Olney, informs of two other
prizes being taken by the Columbus, just before this, on
their passage to Europe from the West-Indies; and in his
passage hither, spoke with the Providence brigantine,
belonging to the United States, who informed him of her
taking two valuable prizes, and sent into Providence.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN ANNAPOLIS,

DATED PHILADELPHIA, SEPTE;MBER 29, 1776.

By a list of prisoners taken on Long-Island, and sent
up by General Howe to General Washington, it appears
that of the 1Uaryland troops there are one Captain, eight
Lieutenants, and two Ensigns in the enemy's possession, to
wit: Captain Daniel Bowie, wounded; Lieutenants Wil-
liam Steret, William Ridgley, Hatch Dent, Walte!' Muse,
Samuel

.

Wrig
.

At,
.

Joseph Butler, (wounded,) Ed
.

W

.

ard Praul,
Edward De, Curcy; Ensigns James Fernandes, William
Courts.

Congresshave taken measuresfor the redemptionor the
prisoners taken on Long-Island, and it is expected that an
exchange will take place in a few weeks.

REV. JAMES CALDWELL TO WILLIAM PATERSON.

Elizabethtown, September 29, 1776.

DE.\R SIR: Permit me to use the fJ'eedomof introducing
to your notice Mr. Racket, who offers himself for the ser-
vice of his countl'y in thi" important crisis. I am fond of
inJ~odllcing,to the defence of the cause, our young natives
of property and good connexions. This is his case; and I
believe his military talents are as good as any of our untried
youth. He carriesletters to the Governourand someother
gendemen, and I doo't doubt will meet with what assist-
ance you can reasonably give him; for which you will
oblige, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

JAMES CALDWELL.

To Hon. William Paterson.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE DEflUTV GOVERNOUR OF
RHODE-ISLAND.

Head-Quarlers, Heights of Harlem, September 29, 1776,

SIR: I have been honoured with your two favours of the
14th and 23d instant, and am-to return you my thanks lor

the measures you have taken to forward the two Continental
battalions from your State.

In respect to the exchange of the persons you mention,
I apprehend it cannot be effected till a general one takes
place. This I am trying to carry into execution as well in
the naval as the land service. And therefore must request
the favour of your State, to make out and transmit me a
return as soon as possible, of all Continental prisoners in
their hands, distinguishing the names and ranks of the com-
missioned and staff officers, and the corps to which they
belong, and the number of non-commissioned and privates;
observing the same rule in regard to those in the sea service.
It will be well to have the whole collected at 'one or two
commercial places, in order that they may be sent forward
as soon as the plan is properly digested, of which I shall
advise you as soon as I obtain the return.

I have wrote to the other Eastern States upon the same
subject, and to me it appears that the prisoners with you
had better join those in Connecticut, that they may come
together. I would recommend your writing to Gove1'llour
Trumbull for information where their ,Prisoners are to be
assembled, and for his sentiments in thIs instance. It also
seems advisable that they should come by water rather
than by land; but of this you will have due notice, as I
mean to settle upon some regular mode with the Admiral
and General Rowe against the time I am furnished with
the returns by the States.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant,

G WO. ASHINGTON.

To the Hon. William Bradford, Deputy Governo\1r of
Rhode- Island.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 29, 1776

GENTLEMEN: General HQwe having signified to me a
desire of making a general exchange of prisoners, both
officers aud privates, it becomes necessary to have an exact
return of the numbers in our possession. You will, there-
fore be pleased to have all the Continental prisoners of war,
belonging to the land service, in the different towns in
your State, collected and brought together to some conve-
nient place, fJ'om whence they may be removed hither, when
a cartel is fully settled. When they are collected, you will
please to have made out, and transmit to me, an exact
return of the names of the commissioned and staff officers,
their ranks, and the corps to which they belong. The names
of the non-commissioned and privates need not be men-
tioned; their numbers will be sufficient. As it will be
more convenient to send them by water than by land, which
may always be safely effected by means of a flag, I think
you had better order the prisoners to some pIace contiguous
to a port, there to remain till you hear further from me. As
I apprehend the number of prisoners in the State of New-
Hampshire to be too small to make up a freight for a vessei7
I have directed, if that should be the case, that they would
be sent to your State, that they may come forward with
your pl'lsoners.

You will be pleased to forward the enc]osed to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Campbell, of the Seventy-First Regiment.
I am not certain where he is stationed, but think it is a1
Reading.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Hon. Jeremiah Powell, Esq., President, &c.

P. S. Be pleased also to make a return of tbe prisoners
belonging to tbe British navy, with the names aud rank
of the officers.

Enclosed you have a letter from Captain Campbell, of the
Seventy-First Regiment, to me. As he seems to acknowl-
edge his errour, and promises a more ci,'cumspect behaviour
in futlI/'e, I could wish you would consider his case, and, if
you think proper, admit him to his parole again.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL CAMpBELL.

. Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, September 29, 1776,

SIR: I have been favoured with a letter from his Excel-
lency General Howe, of the 21 st instant, on the subject of
an exchange of prisoners, both officers and privates. To
carry this into execution, it is necessary that the numbers
on both sirles should be exactly ascertained. In order to
determine this, General Howe sent me a list of tbe officers
and privates of the Forty-Second and Seventy-First Regi-
ments, of which the enclosed is a copy; but adds" it is
not so correct as I could wish, having received no regular
returns of the Forty-Second and Seventy-First Regiments,
taken this year, but beg leave to refer you to Lieutenant-
Colonel Campbell, of the Seventy-First, to rectify any
omissionsthat may be." I have, therefore,to desire, that
YOll would as soon as possible make the proper additions or
alterations, and return the same to me.

r am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. W ASHrNGTON.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, Seventy-First Regiment,'

FRANCIS MENTGES TO THE PRESJDE~T OF CONGRESS.

In Camp at Head-Quarters, September 29, 1776.

HONOURABLE SIR: I beg leave by these few lines to re-
new my former application to the honourable Congress for
the place of Major in the Army of the United States of
America. I hopesuchrecommendations as I have hereto-
fore produced, which no doubt your Bonour will remember,
will induce the honourable Congress to grant my rpquest,
and bope I shall with fidelity discharge my duty, and with
advantage to the service-. I wO~lld further beg leave to
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has relations on Long-Island, about Oyster Bay. Came
from Cortlandt's M~anol'with a design to go to Long-Island
to see his friends, who he has not visited these six months.
Frost, It:]arsh, and two Lam,orexs, were of tbe party.
Marsh told the examinant that he wellt to escape being
obliged to bear arms, and that made him go to Long-
Island. That he was inlisteu as a Minute-man, and was
in that service four months last winter, at York. That last
Wednesday be met one Palmer, who belongs to Cortlandt's
Manor, who toJd Frost and him that he bad been over to
Long-Island, where it was aJl peace and quietness, and
asked the examinant if he would inlist into the regular ser-
vice. That the examinant refused. That Palmer told him
he was going up to Cortlandt's Manor to inlist some men
into the regular service, and Jeft him. Davel/port told
Thorn he was going to Long-Island.

N. B. This man is rather averse to giving answers to the
questions put to him.

Moses Reed is a nath'e of West-Chester, and haslivedon
Cortlandt's Manor these twenty years, and was going down
to East- ChesterJo see his friends. That he came down
with Thorn and <Frost,who were going to Long-Island to
see their Mends, as they told Reed, and asked him to go
with them, but he refused. The examinant says one
Polmer, who lives on Cottlandt's Manor, has often asked
him to inlist into the regular service, but that he has always
refused, and never had any thoughts ofgoing to Long-Island,
or in any way assisting the Regulars. That he knows of
no plan to assist the enemy either by information or other-
wise.

John Marsh, of Philip's Patent, in West- Chester County,
aged twenty years, says he was taken. by a guard com-
manded by Captain Duet, of East-Chester, in company
with George Frost, James Chatterton, lJ110sesReed, James
Thorn, John Davenport, and David Pinkney, on Wednes-
day night last, the 25th day of September last. That about
a month ago, one Smith, a transient person, carne to him,
and frequently persuaded him to inlist in the service of the
enemy, and told him he should have ten pounds bounty,
three and sixpencea day till he passed muster,and twoshil-
lings and sixpence after; but the examinant made no en-
gagement to inlist with Smith. That about a fortnight ago,
one Miller, who the examinant believes came from Long-
Island, applied to him and made him the same offer, in case
he would inlist in"the service of tbe enemy, in a company to
be commanded by one Jacob Frost; upon which he engaged
to inlist accordingly, and Miller returned in a day 01' two
after to Long-Island, as the examinant, fi'om what he said,
has reason to believe. That in a few days after Miller left
the examinant, he set out for Long-Island, and, according
to appointment, met in a field near one Philip Smith's, in
Cortlandt's Manor, tbe above mentioned Joseph Frost,
James Chatterton, Moses Reed, James Thorn, Abraham
Fleetingburgh, and Jacob Fleftingbu1]fh, of the Manor of
Cortlandt, Joseph Michiel, and John .uobbs, of Collebergh.
That the above-named persons severally informed this
examinant they were also inlisted in the said company, to
be commanded by Captain Frost, and set out with him on
Saturday a week ago from that place to join said company
On Long-bland; that having travelled about ten miles on
their journey, they met with one Edward Palmer, of Long-
Island, who upon some conversation told tbem that he was
on his way to intist men for tbe same service; and the exam-
inant believes he is now at the Nine-Partners, on that busi-
ness, and is to command a company if he can raise one.
That having parted with Palmer, they proceeded to within
about six miles of East-Chester, at which place they were
to cross to Long-fsland. Tbat they laid there one night
in the bushes. Tbat night Davenport came to them and
told them be belonged to the same company, and that there
was an opportunity of crossing over to Long-Island from
Pills-Neck. Davenport continued with them all night; in
the morning he left them to prepare matters for their cross-
ing tbe River or Sound. They continued there till the next
night, when they set out for the place they were to cross,
and having travelled about three miles, Davenport and Pink-
ney met them in a field and proceeded with them, Daven-
port heading them with a drawn sword in his hand, and
Joseph Michiel with a gun. That having marched two

Has lived at miles towards the Sound_or River, the examinant, with the
a wife there; !?ixpersons first mentioned) were attacked and taken by Cap-

..

refer you to General Mercer's letter to Doctor Franklin, in
my favoLlr.

I am, honourable sit",with great respect, your and the
honolJ!"ableCongress's most obedient, humhle servant,

FRANCISJ\hNTGES,Adjutant in the
Pennsylvania Battalion JJ1usqueteers.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL HEATH.

SIR: Colonel Drake has just sent me intel1igence that
there are some movements among tbe enemy which indicate
an early attack. The General desires you would have
your division ready to march to support the troops here if
necessary, as they will in the like case do with respect to
you. The accountsays that troops have been coming in
boats to Manhattan Island all day.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
Jos. REED, AdJutant-General.

To Major-General Heath.

COLONEL NICOLL TO JOHN M'KESSON.

King'B Bridge, September 29, 1776.

DEARSIR: I returned last night from Motisceany, which
place I have been at for three days last on command. I
had a good deal of conversation with some of the lJighland
Regulars, one in particular, who told me it was disagree-
able to him to take up arms against us, as he had a number
of friends amongst liS and wi!?hedheartil)' for a reconci]ia-
tion. I askedhim how manyof the llighlartdersgotkiUed
in the skirmishthe other nigbt. He told me there wer~
four killed and one missing, which he expected we had
tak\:Jnprisoner. Hi!?ac.count of Major Hatfield was that he
W3,$wOllnded just above the eye, and he tbought was in
danger of losing his eye. I don't think that there i!?above
fifty Regulars kept 00 MontorzQr's Island. They mount but
twelve sentinels iR tbe day, and double them in the night.
There is kept, I suppose, above five hundred on the island
next to lJIIontorzor's, according to their tents and move-
ments.

Captain Lamb and about four hundred of our prisoners,
taken at Quebeck, have got to Elizabethtown. They were
sent away upon tbe parole of honour, to return when
demanded, and not take up arms without a change of pris-
oners.

Mr. Taylor has come from tbe lin\:JstQ:-day,who acts as
Brigade-Majorto GeneralMcDougall,and says our people
surprised a party of Regulars in a house near their lines, and
got a chest of medicines.

I know of no movements in our army nor our enemy's.
We have got our lines well fortified-our people chiefly
under covel', so as to be comfortable. Two large mortars,
from Boston, of solid metal, were day before yesterday car-
ried to Fort Washington.

I am, sir, your sincere friend and humble servant,
ISAAC N !CaLL.

To. John McKesson, Secretary.

EXAMINATION OF PRISONERS, SEPTEMBER 29, 1776.

David Pinkney, of East-Chester, in West- Chester
County, is a native of that town, and utterJy denies tbat he
ever thought to join the enemy, and declares that he knows
of no person who had any such design; nOt"does he know
of any plan to give any assistance or intelligenc.e to the
enemy; nor is he acquainted with either of the persons
who have been apprehended. He says he is about twenty-
three years old, and is a single man.

John Davenport is an Enlflishman, born in Cheshire.
Has lived seven years in Arnerzca, and for six years has lived
principally on and near Cortlandt's Manor; came to
America a soldier in the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, and de-
serted flOm it. At Philip's 11'lanor he met ~iI'larsh, Thorn,
and Frost, who toJd him they were going to Long-Island,
but did not teU the examinant with what design, nor ask him
to go with tbem; nor has he any knowledge of their plan, if
they had one; neither of them had any arms to the inform-
an~'s knowledge.

James Thorn is a native of Long-hland.
CQrtl(1.ndt'sManor these ten years, and has
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tain Duet's guard as afi)resaid, the others having fled and
escaped. And the examinant further says, that every man of
their company, at the time of their being taken, well knew
the business they were upon, and that tbey were severally
inlisted in the same company and service, it having been
frequently publickly mentioned and talked over among
them; and further saith lIot.

In witness to the premises, I have hereunto set my hand,
thIs 3d day of October, 1776. J 1\1OHN ARSH.

JOHN TAYLOR TO GENERAL GATES.

Skeensborough, September ~, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: The bearer, Thomas Lesley, I have
Known to be a soldier in Captain Hendrix's company, who
was taken prisoner at the storm of Quebeck. He informs
me tbat he 'listed with the Regulars, and the regiment he
belonged to was stationed near ltIontreal, and on tbe 31st
ultimo he, with two other soldiers, deserted. I send him to
you that he may inform you what he may know concerning
the Regulars.

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient, humble ser-
vant, JOHN TAYLOR.

To Hon. Major-General Gates.

MRS. ADAMS TO JOHN ADAMS.

September 29, 1776.

Not since the 6th of September have I had one line from
you, which makes me very uneasy. Are you all this time
conferring witb his Lordship? Is there no communication?
or, are the post-riders all dismissed? Let the cause be what
it will, not hearing from you has given me much uneasi-
ness.

We seem to be kE'pt in total ignorance of affairs at York.
I hope you at Congress are more enlightened. Who fell,
who are wounded, who prisoners, or their number, is as un-
determined as it was the day after the battle. If our army
is in ever so critical a state, I wish to know it, and the worst
of it. If all America is to be ruined and undone by a pack
of cowards and knaves, I wish to know it. Pitiable is the
lot of their commander. Casar's tenth legion never was
forgiven. Weare told for truth tImt a regiment of Yorkers
refi.1sedto quit the city; and that another regiment behaved
like a pack of cowardly villains, by quitting their posts. If
they are unjustly censured, it is for want of proper intelli-
gence.

I am sorry to see a spirit so venal prevailing every where.
When our men were drawn out for Canada a very large
bounty was given them, and now another call is made upon
us no one will go without a large bounty, though only for
two months, and each town seems to think its honour en-
gaged in out-bidding the others. The Province pay is forty
shillings. In addition to tbat, this town voted to make it up
six pounds. They then drew out the persons most unlikely
to go, and they are obliged to give three pounds to hire a
man. Some pay the whole fine, ten pounds. Forty men
IIrc now drafted from this town. More than one half, from
sixteen to fifty, are now in the service. This method of
conducting will create a general uneasiness in tbe Conti-
nental army. I hardly think you can be sensible how much
we are thinned in this Province.

The rage for privateering i!i as great here as any where.
Vast numbers are employed in that way. If it is necessary
to make any more drafts upon us, the women must reap the
harvests. I am willing to do my part. I believe I could
gather corn and husk it, but I should make a poor figure at
digging potatoes.

There has been a report that a Aeet was seen in our bay
yesterday. I cannot conceive from whence, nor do I be-
lieve the story.

'Tis said YOllhave been upon Staten-Island to hold your
conference. 'Tis a little odd that I ha ve never received the
least intimation of it from you. Did you think I should be
alarmed? Don't you know me better than to think me a
coward? I hope you will write me every thing coneerning
this affair. I have a great curio:,ity to know the result.

As to government, nothing is yet done about it. The
chlll'ch is opened here every Sunday, and the Kiug prayed
for as usual, in open defianee of Congress.

If the next post does not bring me a letter, I think I

wi1lleave off writing; for I shall not believe you w~tmine.
Adieu. Yours.

P. S. Master John has become post-rider from Boston to
Braintree.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, September 29, 1776.

SIR: Having been informed that the army was in great
want of cooking utensils, and there being filly-five copper
camp-kettles and twenty-nine iron pots and kettles in the
store here, I have this day sent them forward, with direc-
tions to the wagoner to make the utmost expedition in going
to the army, and to deliver them to your order as soon as
he arrives.

I am your Excellency's obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

To General Washington.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A MEMBER OF THE MASSACHU-

SETTS ASSEMBLY, DATED SALEM, SEPTEMBER ;29, 1776.

SIR: It is not merely a matter of speculation, but of /Ten-
eral complaint,that the ships of war, ordered more than
seven months siuce to be built at Newbury and Portsmouth
are not in readiness to this day for service on our coasts~
Those who have knowledge in business of this kind are free
and open in their declarations, that those vessels might easily
have been built and fitted for the sea so long ago as to have
taken the transports with Highlanders, who were sailina a
fortnight baekwards and forwards in our bay; and to h~ve
prevented the retaking of several valuable prizes, and other
vessels, to the amount, perhaps, of much more than the
whole cost of our ships, that lay in harbour unfitted for ser-

.

vice. This long delay has occasioned great uneasiness in
the minds of many, and they" are unable to account for it
upon any other considerations than either negligence, the
want of skill and vigorous application, or neeessary inter-
ruption by other employments, in those to whom the ehief
direetion in building and preparing those vessels for the sea
was committed. To whatever cause this delay may be
attributed, it has been unspeakably detrimental to the pub-
lick interest. And may it not, sir, be highly proper that it
should be marie a matter of stl'ict inquiry by that court of
which you are a member? and would it not be :\11instance
of true patriotism in you to motion such an inquiry at the
corning session of the General Court? If persons un-killed
or inactive are employed in such an interesting affair, or if
their attention to it is taken off by a multiplicity of other
employments, ought they not to be restrained within due
limits, that the publick may not suffer by their havina too
much upon their heads and hands?

0

LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO GENERAL HOWE.

Whitehall, September 30, 1776.

SIR: I am fa,'oured with your letters from the Head-
Quarters upon Staten-Island, dated 6th and J5th August,
in the latter of which you aeknowledge the receipt of my
despatches of the lith and 12th Ju.ne, and also of the camp
equipage which had been sent to you from Europe.

The safe arrival of the two fleets under convoy of Com-
modore Hotham and the Repulse, was a vel'y weleome piece
of intelligence; and I have had the pleasUl'e of receiving a
confirmation of the report which you mention, relative to
the healthy state of the Guards alld lIessians.

I am too well convinced of your zeal and alertness to
suppose that there will be any unnecessary delays in YOllr
operations; and I most sincerely wish you all the sllccess
during the campaign, which the justness of the cause in
which you are engaged so amply deserves, and which, I
flatter myself, the known bravery of the troops employed
in this service will not fail to ensure.

It is very unfiJrtunate that so great a part of the Forty-
Second and Seventy-First Regiments should have fallen
into the Kebels' hands. The loss of Major 111enzies is much
to be lamented, but I trust you will soon have it in your
power to proeure the release of Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell,
and the other prisoners, as I observe with particular satisfac-
tion, that you have agreed with Mr. TVashington that the
prisoners should be exchanged. I am, &c.,'

GEO. GERMAIN.
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SILAS DEANE TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Paris, September 30, 1776,

SIR: Yours of the 5th of June came to hand on the 25th
instant. Mr. Delap will inform you of the state of remit-
tances in his hands. Messrs. Cliffords Sf Teysett, and Mr.
Hodg,wn, of Amsterdam, have received next to notbing,
about two hundred pouuds by tbe last accounts; fj'om which
you will perceive tllat not one-third of the sum proposed
has come to hand, and even ont of that my private ex-
penses and those for promoting the other parts of my mis-
sion must take something, Jet me be ever so prudent and
cautious,

To solicit arms, clothing, and tents for thirty thousand""
men, two hundred brass cannon, mortars, and other stores
in proportion, and to be destitute of one shilling of ready
money, exclusi\'e of the fund of forty thousand pounds
originally designed for other affairs, (which you knO\;v by"
the protests in /~ondon was my case,) has left me in a critical
situation. To let slip such an opportunity for want of ready
money wOllld be unpar?onable, and yet that was taking out
of a fund before deficient. I hope, however, to execute
both, though not in the season I could have wished. I
ba,'e, as you see, had but a few days since tbe receiving of
yours, in which I ha ve discoursed with some of the persons
to whom ( had before proposed sud\ a scheme, and think it
will take :veil, but as men of property will be engaged in
it, the rl'rmltances should be made very punctual.

The insurance I am sensible bad better be in Europe,
but it cannot be bad at present unless in Holland, where I
am told there are often disputes with the underwriters. On
the whole it must be done in America. I can, I believe,
engage for one hllndr'ed thou~and pounds sterling during the
winter. I shall write to JOU further in a few days.

Y all have mentioned to me a loan. I choose to speak of
this in a lelter of business particularly by itself, which I
will endeavour to do by a young gentleman going on Sun-
day, to which opportUnity 1 also refer what 1 have further
to say on this subject. Pray forward the trifles I am send.
ing to my lillie deserted laillily as soon as received.

Tobacco is rising very fast, being now seven stivers 'in
Holland. The scheme of the Farmers.General here is
very artful; they grow anxious. They held high terms on
my 6rst application. (turned off, and they am now apply.
ing to me, as are also some people farther northward.-

God bless and prosper America is the prayer of every
one here, to which I say Amen and Amen. 1 am, &c.

SILAS DEANE.

BALTUIORE COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee, September 30, 1716,
Present: William Aisquith, Chairman pro tem., 1'. Rut-

ter, J. Cockey, E. Talbot, T. Sollers,D. Shuw, A. Bu£h-
anan, W. Buchanan, W. Wilkillson, C. Ridgely of Wm.,
B. Nicholson.

Messrs. Andrew Buchanan and William Wilkinson are
appointed members of the Committee for licensing Suits, in
the room of Messrs. Walter Tolley, Jun., (deceased,) and
James Calhoun, who declines acting any longer as a Com.
mittee man.

MI'. Samuel Baxter, (miller,) is appointed Collector of
Fines for Middle River, Lower Hundred, in the room of
Mr. Abraham Cole, who declined acting.

A Letter from the Council of Safety, mentioning that Mr.
Towson is empowered to hire twelve men for a Guard, {or
not more than ti)rty-6ve shillings per month, was received.

Three pounds is given to it/oses lUcClean for a GUll,and
an order given to Mr. Purviance to pay him. Also another,
for which 6fty shillings was given him.

A permission is granted to Mr. George Woolsey to load
the brig Rogers with Flour, Bread, Iron, Tobacco, and some
Lumber, for some foreign West.[ndia Island.

Attest: GEO. Lux, Secretary.

THOMAS STONE TO MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Pbilatle1phia, September 30,1776,

GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 29th, to the delegates of
Maryland, was delivered to me yesterday. Captain Wat-
kins did not leave this city so scon as I expe::.:ted he would
do. 1 fear nothing will' do wi.h him but dismission. I

h~ve procured clothes for his company, and have directed
L~e\ltenant Grace, who at present commands, to have every
tiling got ready for them as soon as possib]e.

Every thing here is over-dear; but I thouaht it better to
pay high than keep the soldiers tioing nothing, or send them'
naked to camp. I have heard nothing of the powder you'
mention. My colleagues, I presume, attended to .hat mat-
ter. Messrs. Chase and p'aca, left this on Sunday, and 1
shaH set ~ut on Thursday, I~my state of body will permit,
though tills I muchdoubt,bemgat present much indisposed.

:r~e two a?v~rse armies remain in statu quo. General
Mifflm, who ISIn town, says our army is getin<r into better
order, and he hopes will be able to sllstain any attack the'
enemy may make.. Doctor Brown arrived here the day
a,ftermy letter to hlln was sent; but has been very ill ever
SInce. Surgeons are much wanted in camp' but where
proper ones will be procured, I know not. '

1 am with great esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient'
servant,

T . STONE.
To t~lehonourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Annap-'

obs.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO JOHN LANGDON.

Philadelphia, September 30, 1776.

. DEARSIR: Last Saturday I receh'ed yours of the 14th
Instant, and am ~ery sorry for your bad success in procuring:
gun~ for the fj'I/?ate. You say you have mentioned the'
affatr to the President, and I hope some order will be taken
about it, but what, I know not. I have not been able to
attend either the Marine or Secret Committee for some time
past, and Congress but little. It is now above five weeks
since I have been troubledwith a severecoucrhslow fevero , ,
profusesweats,and lossof appetite,except for li"ht food.
By the ~dv.ice.of my friends and physicians, I design to
!eave tillScity In a few ?ays, and try to mo\'e homeward,
111hopes a change of all', moderate exercise, and a recess
from business, may assist in restoring my health. Mr. Han-
cock has ~ff~re?me ~ seat in his carriage,which I shall
accept, as It]S un possIble for me to return on horseback in
my pre3ent state of health. I received Colonel Whipple',
Jetter of the 15th, where he informs me he expects to set'
o~t for this place abou~ the 10th of October. I hope he
wIll set off before that time, when he comes to be informed
by mJ: letters of my bad stateof health, and the necessity
there ISof a Delegate here. There is no news here more
than YOIl wiJl see in the publick prints. '

I am your friend, JOSIAH BARTLETT.

GENERAL THOMPSON TO RICHARD PETERS.

, Philadelphia, September 30, 1776.
'

.SI~: A numberof officers and privates have arrived in
tills city from Canada, who are generally in a distressedsitu.
ation Jor want of clothing and almost every other neces-
sary. There are some ii'om every regiment in tbis St.ate,
but most of Colonel Irvine's. I request you will take the
necessary steps to get the whole some months' pay. Pay
rolls shall be made out as soon as possible.

I am, sir, YOUI' most humble servant,
W M. THOMPSON.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Secretary at War.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PHILADELPHIA, DATED SEP-

TEMBER 30, 1776:
In the late attack of the enemy on our posts it is certain

they had at least four hundred men killed and wounded
besides the disgrace of a repulse, which has raised the spirit~
of 0111' army, and checked the ral'eer of the enemy. The
Hessians, is seems, carry it with a hi,r(] hand and rrreatly
disgust the British troops, who are ob]icredto' trllckle and, 0

submit to ,g,reat pref~rences gi,ren, an(~indeed taken, by the
former. I hese foreigners say they will plunder every thing
before t~em, and have ev.eninsisted on transports to carry
over theIr stolen cattle and other plunder to their families.

Abundance of blankets and otber woollens, with most other
dry goods, are now to be bad in the French blands in
great abundance, and mOle are daily expected. That 'the
French and Sponiards are on the eve of a war with Great



603 CORRESPQNDENCE, PROCEED1NG.S, &.c., SEPTEMBER, 1776.

JJritain, seems to be incontestible, and Qur best accounts
from the British West-Indies, describe the

..

m in the greatest
distress imaginable. We understand that Carlet()l.! and
Qurg()yne are extremely industrious i? fit~ing out vessels; to
qispute the mastery Qf Lake Ch~mpZmn \~Jth us, but I thl.nl\:
they art) not likely to s\Jcceed this ca~paJgn. .,

A. few mewbers, factious men, of the old PennsyZvanza,
AS$cmbly, met lately under pretence of seuling som.e unfiQ-
isbed accounts, and though not enough to dQ h\Js!!1ess by
(~w, they, by a majority of ~ne vote, came to ~ parcel of

f;~lves, respecting the proprIety of ~he Convention; of that
~Jate levying taxes on the Non-AsS9clators; after wluch tl]ey
di~olved themselves and departed.

PIWCLA1IJATIQ~.

Whereas there are many Deserters from. bis ~hjesty's
S;l:!rvice(Jow in armSin A,merica,against their rightfulSov-
~;'~ign, and engaged with the declared ene~ies of Great
Britain, in a most cruel and unnatural rebellIon, to shake
off all obedience to the <.,:onstitutionalauthority of the State:
A~d where~s the heinousness of their crime, not admitting
any palliative considerations, will necessarily exc]ude them
from tlIe smallest claim to mercy, if tbey should fall into the
hands of bis Majesty's troops: The Comma,nder-in-chief
being anxiously desirous to warn them of theIr dan~e~, to
withdl'aw them from their present desperate and cnmmal
!/ituation, whereby they may escape the ignominio\Js death
c,f Traitors to their King and country, hereby offers a fuU
pardon to aU Deserters, who shall surrender themselves at
the Head-Quarters, or to any division of the King's army,
QI)or before the 31st day of October, 1776.

Given at the Head-Quarters 'on York-bland, the 30th
day of September, 1776.

By his Excellency's command: WM. HOWE.
ROBERTMcKENZIE, Secretary.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE BOAR:\> OF WAR.

He.ad-Q.uarters, Heights of Harlem, September 30,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Having co.nsidereclthe enclo~ed memorial,.
w-hichyou were pleased to transmit for my advice thereon,
I beg leave to inform you, that in my opinion the service
will be most advanced in general ca~es,by directing promo-
tions in a regimental line. However, I should think this
had beller be practiced than resolved on, always exercising
Ii'right of promotion, on account of extraordinary merit, or
preventing a succession to office where it is wanting, and
the person claiming unfit for it.

I have the honour to be, with greatest respect, gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant, G W. o. ASHlNGTON.
To the Honourable the Board of War.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 2; referred to the Board of War.]

Head-Q.uarters, Heights of Harlem, September 30,1776.

SIR: Since I had the honoUl' of addressing you last,
nothing of importance has transpired, though, from some
movements yesterday on the part of the enemy, it would
seem as if something was intended.

The enclosed memorial from Lieutenant-Colonel Shep-
ard, of the Fourth Regiment, I beg leave to submit to the
consideration of Congress; and shall only add that I could
wish they;'ould promote fiim to the command of the regi-
ment, and s,end him a commission, being a good and valu-
able officer, and especially as the vacancy is of a pretty
}onITstanding; and I have had, nor has he, any intelliITence
fro~ Colonel Learned, and himself, who had the com~and,
and who obtained a discbarge on account of his indisposi-
ti9n, of his designs to return.

I have also enclosed a letter from Captain Ballard, wbich
Congress will please to determine on, the subject beioIT new
and not within my authority. "

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

P. S. A commission was sent for Colonel Learned, which
is now in my hanrls, having received no application orheard
froJIlhim since it came.

.

To His Excellency GEORGliJ WASHINGTON,Esq" General
and Commander-in- Chief of all the Forces in the tltirteen
free and V NITE]) STATES .o~ AMERICA, the ,Petition.of
W ~LLIA1IJSa Ep"RD, notV Lteutenfmt- ColQnel tn the TMrd,
Regiment in the Continental Army, humbly showeth:

That he, in early life, was called forth to. war in defence
of his cOUQtry; that h~ ch~e~fully stepped forth, and for si.~
years sllccessively served in the late war, in \'ario~ls capaci:'
ties, frol)1 th;}t of a private to a Captain, in which station
he served tbree years; during the whole Qf sa.id,term, be w~
led to believe that be served with good reputation in said
capacities; that early in the unhappy controversy between

flQreqt l}ritfl.in aud t.hf;\flOW[ree SH~tes of AlJ.!erica, he was
again called to tbe fidd, and his mind being impressed with
tl16 irpportance of tbe caUSi:!in whiph he was engaged, an,~
the duty that he owed to God and his COlJlltry,he thought
himself lJnde,~' the Sl,rongest obligations tQ draw his sword
agairist the lInllatljral' enemies of this oppressed country, to
defend its sacred. rights and libertie.s; which cQnsiclerations
aIQPeinctL!c.ed him tq e.nte!; the preseJH service in the statk>J;l
he nQW bQlds.. y Ollrpetitioner fl,lrther begs leave tQobserve that when
he entered the service be expected the same advantages,
with regard to preferment, with otber officers of his rank in
t,he army; but when he views the regiment to which he
belongs, which has been destitute of a chief Colonel fOI;
almost six 1I10ntbs,an.d n.otfilled, and other regiments vacant
but afe,w hours b.eforethey are filled by advancements from
their own. corps, YOlJrpetitioner is convinced that be is
judged, by the wise a.ndprudent 1'Qlersof thl;)States, (whom.
he will hpnour and esteem,) not to be an officer worlhy of
promotion, or thl;) most flagrant injustice is done him. This
being the C3$e,your petitioner thinks bimself c.ompelled,
by eve!;y principle of justice to himself and to all his
bre,thren wbo may continue in. the service o( their country,
(whicb has his best wishes, and which service. he has no.
desire to leave, so long as the ca\J.seof his cotlOtry shall
require bjs assistance, on any other principle than those. be:-
fare noted, there being hut little expected from a degraded
officer,) to beg your Excellency to grant him liberty to
r.6sign his COlnmand.

And your Excellency's petitioner,as in duty bound,shall
ever pray, &Lc.

WILLIAM SUEI'ARD, Lieutenant-Colonel.
Bergen, Septem1:J.er 28,1776.

Fort Constitulion, September 26, 1776.

SIR: I informed you yesterday that Colonel Read would
certify to you his willingness for Lieutenant John Petties to
purchase my commission and rank of Captaincy in the First
Regiment of Virginia forces; but Colonel Read being so
indisposed that he cannot sit up to write, but has promised
to do so as soon as he Can sit up, I hlJmbly beg the favour
of General Washington to receive my reaSons far seHing
my commission, assuring his Excellency that it is not from
any disliketo the service,or for want of zeal to the glorious
cause, but, from experience, find that I cannot afford to stay
in the service, being naturally of an extravagant turn, and
not fortune sufficient to support that dignity that is observed. -.-,J[] our camp.

I have served as a volunteer and Captain since the first
of the raising of troops ill Virginia, in which places I have
exerted my abilities for the good of the service, and am
still determined to be active.

I bave tbe refusal of a Captaincj' of Marines, in an armed
vessel that is now fitting out in Virginia. I am desirous
of accepting the same. Was I a man of fortune, not any
consideration should induce me to dispose of my commis-
sion; but as I am not, I hope to be indulged, having spent
a considerable sum more than mypay. I therefore humbly
request your f.wonrs in writing to the Congress respecting
the matter, pl'Ovided your Excellency will nat suffer Mr.
Petties to purchase without the approbation of Congress.

I must beg leave to trouble you witb one other circum-
stance-that of Mr, Petties being very popular in the
County he came from; and as my company is not near
complete, had he the command, he could very soon make
up the deficiency.

.'I am, with all respect, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, ROBERT BALoLAJl.D.

To His Excellency General Wa8hington.
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brought into camp are for floors to the tents, and officerS
will do well immediately to prevent their being applied to
any other use.

GENERAL ORDF:RS.

Head-Q.mitters, Harlem Heights, September 28,1776.
(Parole, Stanif.rd.) (Counter8ign, Rye.)

Mr. Finn Wadsu'orth is appointed Major of Bl'igade to
General J.J1adswotth. Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September29,1776.

WilliamHiggins, of Captai11Hamillon's Com pany of the (Parole, Fairfield.) (Countersign, Leyden.)

Artillery, convicted by a General Court-Martial, whereof Ensigns Fosdick and Chipman, of Colonel Webb's Regi;
C010nel Weedon is President, of "plundering and stealing," mellt, but lately in a detachment of Rangers under Captain
ordered to be whipped thirty-nine lashes. Holmes, having beell tried by a General Court-Martial,

The General approves the sentence, and orders it to whereof Colonel T-fTeedon was President, for" abusive lan~
be executed to-morrow morninO', at the usual time and guage to their officers, mutiny, and disobedience of orders,"
place..

0
they are convicted of giving abusive language to their offi-'

A number of the new rules and regulations of the Army' cers, and ordered to be reprimanded for their conduct beford
having come to hand, the several Brigades Major are to ~ the officers of Colonel Webb's Regiment.
tE:'ceivetheit proportion and deliver them to commanding' The General approves the sentence, and orders them to
officers of the several regiments, wbo are immediate1yto; join their regiment, that it may be carried into execUtion.
MUse tbem to be read to their regiments, and made known As there is the greatest appE'arance of bad weather, the
to both officersand men, so tbat there may be no pretence General directs and begs that the officers would have II
of ignorance.

..

special care of the arms and ammunition; wherever there is
It is witb great concern the General finds that so many a convenient cover for eith~r bell-tents or' painted tents, to

excuses are made by Field-Officersand others, when ordered have tbe arms and ammunition put into tbem.
on duty, especially on picket. By this means active and He also directs tbat the several brigade~, as soon as the
willing officers are discoUl'agcd. He hopes trifling reasons weather admits, be marched down to their alarm pOSls, as
and slightcomplaintswill not be urged to avoidduty, when fixed in tbe orders of the 26lh, that the troops may know
the utmost vigilance and care is necessary. how to repair to them, and defend them to tbe best advan-'

The Gl'neJ'al has also, in riding through the camps, ob- tage; and that this be repeated until both officers and men
served a shameful waste of provision-large pieces of fine are well acquainted with the ground and the posts.
beefnot only thrownaway, but left aboveground to putrefy. From some discoveries made yesterday, there is reason to
While such practices conlinu!', troops will be sickly. The think the enemy meditate a speedy and general attack, it
Colonels or commanding officers of regiments, who have is, therefore, of great consequence tbat we should be well
not done it, are immediately to appuint camp-colour men; prepared in all respects to meet it.
and officers wbo have spirit and zeal will see that all such A Court-Martial, consisting of the following members, are
nuisances are removed. Some of the camps nearest to to meet to-morrow at ten o'clock at the White-House near:
Head-Quarters are very faulty in tbis respect, and will be Head-Quarters, for the trial or Captain 1Veisner and Captain,
pointed out in General Orders if there is not a reforma- Scott, for" cowardice and misbehaviour in the attack made
tion.. upon Montresor's Island, on the morning of the 23d in-

Step 11en Moylan, Esq., having resigned his office of Quar- stant:" Brigadier-General BELL, President; Colonel Ma-
termaster-General, Brigadier-General ]}li.f1lin is appointed gaw, Colonel Newcomb, Lieutenant-Colonel Brodhead,
thereto till the pleasure of Congress is known. Major Putnam, Major Mott, Captain TJ1inship, Colonel

The Quartermaster.General will de]iver to General Spen- Holman, Lieutenant-ColonelCadwallader,Lieuienant-Col-'
cer's order such tents as are wanting for the regiments in onel Russell, Major Hopewell, Captain Beatty, Captain
Wadsworth's and Fellows's Brigades. Gillet. .

That the approach of the ~nemy to the front of our lines All evidences are directed to be punctual in their attend-
may be communicated as speedily as possible, two field- ance.
pieces are to be fired, by order of the Brigadier of the day,
at the redoubt on tbe road by Colonel ]}IoyZan's; this to
be r~peated by two olhers at Head-Quarters, and the like
number at ]}Iount Washington.

Colonel Shee is to take charge of General Mijfiin's Brig-
ade till further orders.

General Saltonstall is to order in four of the Militia regi-
ments lindeI' his command, who are tb encamp on tbe hill
opposite to FO)'t lFashington, towards the point opposite to
the encampment, on the other side Harlem River.

The General desires that the several works in which we
are now engaged may be advanced as fast as possible, as it
is essentially necessary.

In future, when an officer is ordered on duty, and through
illness or any other private reason cannot attend, he is to
procure one of equal rank to do the duty for him, unless
some extraordinary reason should occasion an application to
Head-Quarters. Otherwise a regular roster can never be
kept.

Tbe Brigade-Majors are to furnish the Chief Engineer
with a detail of the men fi'om their respective brigades
ordered for fatiguE'. This is to be left at his office near
Head-Quarters,a.ndwhen any alteration is made they are
to give him a new detail.

..
Major Bicker is ordered to attend the works, and be

excused from other duty.
Any 80ldier detected in cutting any abattis without orders

from the Chief Engineer, is to be sent to the Provost-Guard
and tried by a General Court-Martial. Officers are desired
to put a stop to so dangerous a practice immediately.

Fatigue men are to breakfast before they go to parade;
no man to be allowed to return hereafter to his tent or quar-
ters on this account.

The building up tents with boards is a practice peculiar
to this army, and in our present situation cannot be indulged
without the greatest injury to the sel'vice. The boards

Head.Quarters, Harlem Heights, September 3D, 1776.
(Parole, Norfolk.) (Countersign, York.)

The movements of the enemy indicating a speedy attack,
the officers of the several regiments, of all ranks, are to be
very attentive to the state of the arms and ammunitionof
their respective regiments, and to be particularly alert in
case of alarm.

The order of yesterday with respect to the troops march-'
ing to tbeir alarm-posts and making themselves acquainted
with the ground, is to be carried into execution immediately.'

Ammunitienboxesin each regiment,not having ammuni-
tion in them, are to be collected, that they may be filled.
Commanding officers of regiments will send them to tbeir
respective Brigadiers' quarters immediately.

All tbe troops are every m01'l1ing to be under arms a little
before break of day and continue till sunrise, when they
may be dismissed. As the preservation of our country may
depend very much on a strict obedience to this order, it is'
hoped that commanding officers of brigades and regiments'
will pay a special attelliion to it. .

A working party of twelve hundred men, exclusive of
those at Mount Washington, to parade at tbe usual plHce, at
seven o'clock in the morning, properly officeredfor the En-
gineers' department. Fellou's's and Wadsworth's brigades
to take their tools at Quartermaster Stone's quarters, nigh to
General Spej~cer's quarters. Major Clift and Captain Par-
sons will attend them. Colonel Weedon's Regiment will
take tbeir orders flom Lieutenant-Colonel hIarshall. The
overseers of the works will attend at the Engineer's office
every morning to receive their orders and parties. The
number of latigue men not to be lessened till tilrther orders.
The Engineer must have a list of the several brigades
and tbe number of men they furnish for the works, or he
never can proportion tbe men to the works in a proper
manner.

'
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Return of Brigades under the more immediate command of His Excellency GEORGE WASHINGTON, Commander-in- Chief
of the Army in the service of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. HARLEM HEIGHTS, Hcad- Quarters, September
30, 1776.

--
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BRIGADES.

-
Return of ten Companies in the Regiment of Artillery, and one Colony Company, in the service of the UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA,commanded by HENRY KNox, Esquire. MOUNT WASHINGTON,September 28, 1776.

HENRY KNOX, Colonel of Artillery.

Return of Troop! in General GREENE'S Division, ENGLISH NEIGHBOURHOOD,September 29, 1776.
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BRIGADES.

One on furlough in General Clinton's Brigade; 3 ditto in General EwiJ1g's Brigade; 1 ditto in Colonel Bradley's Regiment.
N. B. Read's, Shepherd's, and Bradley's, Regiments at Bergmi .Nixon's Regiment on York Island.

NATHANAEL GREENE, Major-General.

Endarsed-Major-General Greene', Return of Brigadiers. General ~ixon's, James Clinton's, and EwiJ1g's Brigades, and Colonels Bradley's and
De!}'s Regiments, September 29, 1776.

-

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON. .

. SIR: Take with you Lieutenant-Colonel lIurlbut, and
proceed immediately to Fairfield, and there, in consultation
with General Lincoln, of the Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Ho-
qart, of this State, and Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston, jf
VOl!can meet with him, concert an expedition to Long-

Island, for the purpose of aiding- the inhabitants in removing
or destroying the stock, grain, &c., which must otherwise
fall into the hands of the enemy.

Tbis expedition is to be performed under the command
of such officers as General Lincoln and yourself may fix
upon, and by the troops from Itlassachusetts-Bay, aided by
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the three Continental companies, commanded by Colonel
Livingston.

If there is a possibility of your seeing Governour Trum-
bull without too greal a delay of time, I shall much approve
of your consulting him upon this occasion previous to your
concerting any plan; but if this cannot be done conveni-
ently, you will forward my letter, with your reasons for not
doing so, and a request of such assistance from the State of
Connecticut as you shall find necessary to apply for.

Despatch is essentiaJly necessary to the success of such
an enterprise, and secrecy in obtaining craft for the trans-
portation of the troops across the Sound will contribute not
a little towards it. Circumstances and information muSt
direct you to the number of men necessary for such an ex-
pedition as this, and therefore I shall not bias your judgment
by any order or opinion of mine upon the occasion, but
leave this matter wholly to yourselves, with earnest and
best wishes for success.

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, on IIarlem
Heights, Colonel ~Morris's, this 30th day of September,
1776. Go. WASHINGTON.

To Brigadier-General George Clinton, New- York :Militia.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, September 30, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your favours of the 20th and 25th, with
their several enclosures, I received this morning. The letters
for Congress, with the rest of the papers, I shall transmit
them by the earliest opportunity. I cannot conceive that
their resolution of the 14th was calculated or designed in
the smallest degree to give you offence. The application
for stores had been made as a requisition from (Jeneral
Gates, which, T presume, occasioned the resolve orderin~
'em to be sent to him. Also the words" for the use of
the Northern army," nothing is to be inferred from them.
Whenever stores are sent to any department, it is said
always for the use of the army there.

T am greatly obliged by the measures you have taken to
provide us with boards, as tlwy are so material and so diffi-
cult to procure. Your assurances to execute any commands
I may have occasion to impose upon you, when out of the
military line, call for a return of my warmest acknowl-
edgements; these I tender you, and of these 1 beg your
acceptance.

Since my letter of the 27th, nothing of importance has
occurred. Things remain nearly in the situation they then
were. Yesterday there were some small movements on the
part of the enemy; but as yet they ha ve attempted nothing,
nor ha\'e I been able to find out their design. A little time
I suppose must show what plans tbey mean to pursue for
the remainder of the campaign.

I am, &c., Go. vVASHINGTON.

To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

Island that the enemy are recruiting a great number of men
with much success, ami collecting large quantities of stock
throughout the island for their su pport, I have directed
Brigadier-General Clinton forthwitb to repair to Fm:rfield,
to meet General L~ncoln, on his march hither with a part
of the troops lately voted by the Massachusetts State to re-
inforce this army, in order to concert with him an expedition
to the island, to check and suppress, if possible, a practice
so injurious and detrimental to our cause. These gentlemen
will wait on you for your advice in the matter, if time and
the sitUation of things will admit of it; and with a view of
obtaining such aid as you and they may judge necessary to
facilitate the enterprise. However, if it should not be in
their power personaJly to attend you, I must take the liberty
of requesting your good offices upon tbis occasion, and that
you will afford them every assistance that you conveniently
can, and they may require, either in men, vessels, &c., for
carrying their scheme into execution.

It is absolutely necessary that the measures of the enemy
should be effectually counteracted in this instance, or in a
little time they will levy no inconsiderable army of our own
people. The influence of their money and tbeir artifices bas
already passed the Sound, and several have been detected
of late who had inlisted to serve under their banner, and the
particular command of Major Rogers.

;Being in haste, and having the fullest confidence that
your favours wiJl not be wanting in this instance, I have
only \ime to add, that I have the honour to be, &c.,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. .

,

COLONEr. HARRISON TO GENERAL HEATH.

September 30, 1776.

SIR: His Excellency desires that such of General Salton-
stoll's Militia as remain after the two regiments ordered to
the heights opposite to Mount Washington, and after those
have joined or are to join Colonel Chester, in the room of
the Militia lately gone home, may be directed and sent to
encamp on the grounds on the Morisania side of Harlem,
opposite Head-Quarters, which his Excellency, you, and
otbers, were viewing some days ago, and that they be en-
joined to use their uJmost industry in covering themselves as
soon as possible by building huts with straw, rails, and sad.
His Excellency would have some person whom you can
rely upon sent to show them the place, and who wiJl inform
them that they are to build their huts on this side the
heights facing Harlem River, that they may not be in the
way of such works and lines as may be judged necessary
to be thrown upon them.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ROB. H. HARRISON.

To Major-General Heath.

Proceedin~! of a General Court-Martial of the Line, held
on the Heights of HAARLEM,by order of His ExcellenC1j
GEORGEWASHINGTON,Esq., General and Commander-
in-Chief of the Forces of the UNITEDSTATESOFAMER-
ICA,for the trial of the. Captains WISNERand SCOTT,
in the service of said States. September 30, 1776.

Brigadier-General BEALL,President.
Colonel ft'lagaw, Major Mott,
Colonel Newcomb, Captain Winship,
Lieut. Col. Cadwallader, Captain Stewart,
Lieut. Col. Russell, Captain Beatty,
Major Putnam, Captain Graydon,
Major Hopewell, Captain Weitzell.

WILLIAM TUDOR, Judge-Advocate.

The Court being duly sworn, procef'ded to the trial of
Captain John Wisner, of Colonel Nicoll's Rerriment of
the New- York Levies, brought prisoner before the Court
and accused of "cowardice and misbehaviour before th~
enemy, and of speaking words inducing others to misbe-
have." .

The prisoner being arraigned on the aforesaid charrre,
pleads, "Not guilty."

0

GENERALWASHINGTON.TOGOVERNOURTRUMBULl" George ]}larsdin, Adjutant of Colonel Prescott's Regi-
He~d-Quarte~slHeights of ~arlem, S:ptember 30, 1776. ment, was sworn, and deposes: I was one of a pal'ly ordered

SIR: Havmg received authentlck advlces from Long- for an attack on ]}lontressor's Island, on Sunday night, 22d
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LINcor,N.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, September 30, 1776.

SIR: Your letter of the 28th instant, noticing me the
forwardness of th~ troops under your command, was this day
handed me by Major Turner. On receipt of this, you'll
please to balt your men till a conference with General Clinton,
who waits on to ad vise with you, and determine on a secret
expedition to Long-Island, which, if properly conducted, I
have no doubt will be attended with success, and be ex-
ceedingly beneficial to the United States. To carry into
execution the proposed plan, I must request a sufficient
number of the Militia from your State, making choice of
(both officers and men) those which may be depended on.

I am, wishing success, sir, yours, &c.,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Benj. Lincoln, Massachusetts Militia,
at Stamford or Fairfield.
P. S. You'll -be pleased to return to Fairfield with Gen-

eral Clinton, to consult on the above subject.
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September. I went on board one of the boats prepared for
us, with a Sergeant and twelve men. There was near fifty
men on board the boat when we put off. The boat getting
aground, I was obliged to go forward to the head of the
boat, where I saw a man sitting down in the bottom of the
boat. I trod upon him, and gave him a kick or two, when
he got up and set upon the fore-thwart. After some time I
discovpred tbe qadge of a Captain in his hat, and on aski~g
him wbat officer he was, he told me he was a Captam.
This was the prisoner. We had got about a mile from the
place we set off at, when Captain Wisner observe~ that he
was certain, from information, that there was five times the
number of the enemy on the island that we thought for, and
that we were led into a pia guy scrape; that a ship lay near
the island which would rake us with grape shot. Some of
the men heard this, and it was soon known throughout the
boat. Soon after this we observed the privateer in the
river, which hailed a boat ahead of us. On this the prisoner
cried out there was the man-of-war, and called out to stop
rowing, or we should all be cut off with grape shot or taken.
On this speech, the men all stopped rowing. I contradicted
hiOl, and enc.ouraged the men to put on. We soon passed
the privateer, and a little below it the boats ran afoul of
each other. We cleared each other and kept down the
river, when our sentries on Haarlem side fired at the boat;
on which the prisoner got off the thwart and kneeled dQwn
in the bottom of the boat. Captain Eldridge, wbo bad
come on board our boat just before, called out to him, and
bid him get up. He refused, and said be did not choose to
be in the way of those plaguy ba1!s. As we kept along
tbe prisoner saw tbe shade of some trees in tbe water, and
cried out there was the man-of-war. Some of the men
said so too. Presently after tbis a scattering fire began.
from the enemy, on which the prisoner immediately squatted
down in the bottom of the boat; the firing increasing, the
prisoner said the enemy had a number of boats, and that we
should be cut off, and becrcred for God's sake that we would
land on a point of land ;;;ltlorisania side. This was said
loud, and must have been heard by the men. The boats
soon run foul of each other, and so much confusion ensued
that we were obliged to lanc! at ..Morisania. As every
effort I could make I could not prevail on the men to go on,
Captain Eldridge and I went on shore, where we found
General Scott, who told us it was too late, and we bad better
go back. Before the boats run foul of each other Colonel
Jackson's boat had got out of sight, and we could not deter-
mine whether the Colonel's boat had landed or not. The
prisoner used no speeches of an encouraging kind during
the whole course down the river, but rather c!iscouragec! the
enterprise and disheartened tbe men. We had a man killed in
the boat, which seemed to dishearten the men, when I turned
it off by saying the man was asleep, and bid them rowan.

Captain Eldridge deposes: About a mile from .Montre-
sor's Island, the boats stopping, I went on board the boat in
which Adjutant ]}Iarsdin and the prisoner were. Soon
after I had got on board, our sentries from Haarlern side
fired upon us, when the prisoner squatted down in the bot-
tom of the boat. I begged him to get up. He said some-
thing about bullets-I don't remember what. He told me
that he had some men down as sentries at ]}Ion:sania, who
had told him the enemy was five times as strong as what
we thought, and that we were led into a scrape, and that
the sbips woulc! fire grape shot. He said this loud enough
for the men to hear. I told him that such talk was discour-
aging to the men, and that the story coulc! not be true.
Presently" after this some trees, which made a shade in the
water, were observed by some one (1 think it was the pris-
oner) to be the enemy's tenders. We kept along till the
enemy's fire began, when the prisoner instantly squatted
down in the bottom of the boat. I begged him to get up;
told him such conduct discouraged the men, and gave him
several kicks with my foot, which he did not attend to.
The firing increased, when the prisoner cried out, "for
God's sake retreat, or we shall all be cut off." A number
of the men joined the cry; confusion ensued; the men laid
down in the boat, and were not to be governed. I attribute
the cowardice of the men to be mme owing to the beha-
viour of the prisoner than to tbe enemy's fire. I doubt not,
had the prisoner been out of the boat, I should have got the
men on. The prisoner showed every sign of cowardice a
man well could.

Sergeant Weymouth. After the men got into confusion
Captain Eldridge and Adjutant MafS(lin exerted lhemse]ves
to quiet tbe men and get them on. Tbe prisoner did no-
tbing to encourage us. After the enell1Y began to fire upon
liS, somebody, I can't tell who, in the bow of the boat, cried
out, "let us retreat, or the enemy will surround and cut us
off."

John Kilburn, Corporal, confirms the substance of Adju-
tant ]}Iarsdin's testimony, and says the prisoner's conduct
was very discouracrina-. That Marsdin and Eldridge did
every thing in their l~ower to encourage the men, but the
confusion was so great they did not succeed. Tbe depo-
nent was on the second seat from that on which the pris-
oner sat. '

The Court adjourned till to-morrow, 1st of October, at
nine o'clock.

The Court met according to adjournment, and proceeded
on the trial adjourned from yesterday.

Jotham Baker. Heard the prisoner tell Adjutant ]}Iars-
din that they had got into a scrape; that there was five
times the number of the enemy we tbought for, and that
the ship would fire grape-shot upon us. When the sentries
fired upon us, the prisoner laid down on the boat. Cap-
tain Eldridge bid him get up, for he discouraged the men.
The prisoner replied he would not be in the way of the
balls. He several times, in going down, talked of the dan-
ger of the ship firing grape-shot. He never said any thing
but what was discouraging. When the enemy fired, he lay
down in the boat. Captain Eldridge and JJ[arsdinbegged
him to get up, and damned him. All the reply he made
was, "For God's sake, retreat! We shall all be cut off."
I waswithin four feet of the prisoner all the time we were
going down. Several of us observed what the prisoner
said. A number of the men were for retreating also.
Adjutant Marsdin and Captain Eldridge did every thing
to get the men on, but after the enemy began firing, the
confusion was so great tlf'ey were not minded.

Fortune Baker deposes; That he rowed one of the bow
oars, and that the prisoner sat a little before him; that soon
after the boat set off, the prisoner observed to tbe deponent
that there was a great number of the enemy on the island,
and that the party would certainly be cut off. The depo-
nent confirms the last witness's testimony; and adds tllat
the whole of the prisoner's conduct down the river was
disheartening and cowardly. The deponent says he stood
close to the prisoner the whole time, and observed every
thing that passed.

The Prisoner's Defence.

Increase Wyman deposes ; Was in the boat, and stood
close to the prisoner going down the river. The prisoner
took no command; and the deponent did not heal' the pris-
oner say or do any thing that was either encouraging or
not. .

Daniel Shaw deposes: When the boats ran foul of one
another, I jumped out of one boat, and got into that in
which Captain Weisner was. At this time the enemy's fire
was very brisk. Captain weisner said, "Clap to your oars,
boys, and go ashore; for we are safer there than we are
here. The Colonel and Major's boat are landed." On
this Mr. Marsdin said that the Colonel's boat had retreated,
and immediately ordered the boats to retreat. Captain
Weisner asked ]}/arsdin if he was sure the Colonel's boat
had retreated. Mr. JJlarsdin said yes. I belong to Cap-
tain Weisner's Company.

William Davis. Wben the sentries fired, I sawCaptain
Weisner dodge down bis pead. Whilst the enemy fired
brisk Iy, I heard an officer say, in the bow of the boat,
"Clap to your oars, my boys; we shall be safer on there
than bere." From the voice, I took this to be said by
Captain Eldridge, and the shore meant to be where the
enemy was. When the man was killed in our boat, I
heard Captain Weisner say, "it was a joke; the man was
only asleep." I don't know of Captain Weisner saying
any thing rliscouraging to the men.

Alexander It/eers. I am one of Captain Weisner's Com-
pany. In the midst of tbe enemy's fire, the boat I was in
was within two !'Ods of Captaip Weisner's. I heard Cap-
tain TVeisnercry out, "Boys, we must land, for our officers
are in the midst of the fire; and there we must land, for
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we are safer there than here." I did not see Captain
Weisner, but know it was him by the voice, which I am
well acquainted with.

Nathan Cary. Was
confirms his testimony.
Weisner's Company.

Joel Cross. Was in the same boat with ]feers, and con-
firms his testimony. The deponent is a private in Captain
Weisner's Company.

James Armstrong. The boats had retreated some way
back, when I heard Captain Weisner say, "For God's sake
let us go back where the Co]onel and Major are fighting,
and die with them [" I was not in Captain Weisner's boat,
but within half a rod of it, when I saw Captain Wdsner,
and heard him say this. I know nothing more of him.

The Comt being cleared, after mature consideration, are
of opinion that the prisoner was guilty of misconduct and
cowardly behaviour, when on command in an enterprise
ordered against Montresor's Island, on the night of the :2:2d
September; and the Court unanimously sentence the pris-
oner to be cashiered, and rendered incapable of ever hold-
ing a commission in the service of the United States; and
the prisoner is hereby cashiered, and rendered incapable of
holding a commission; and the Court adjudge that the
crime, name, place of abode, and judgment against the
delinquent, be published in and about the camp and of the
State of New- York, as ordered by the seventeenth article
of the rules and regulations for the government of the Con-
tinental troops. R B P

.dEZIN EALL, reszent.

in the same boat with Meers, and
The deponent is one of Captain

At a General Court-Martial held at the same place, by
adjournment, on the 30th day of September, A. D. 1176:

Colonel LASHER, President.

W II.LIAMWILLCOCKS, Judge-Advocate.

Lieut. Col. Prentice, Captain Keith,
Lieut. Col. Johnston, Captain Dixon,
Captain Sill, Captain Brazier,
Captain Barns, Captain Townshend,
Captain Allen, Captain Platt,
Captain Dana, Captain Hardenb1trgh.

Benjamin Allen and Joseph Chesher,of Captain Michds
Company, Colonel j}lalcom's Regiment, charged with de-
sertion by Captain Brenton Paine. The prisoners plead
guilty, with evasi,'e excuses. Judged guiJty. Sentenced
to receive twenty lashes each.

John Decker, Elijah Stanbury, and Jonathan Tomkins,
of Captain Blair's Company, Colonel Nicoll's Regiment,
charged with desertion. Plead," Intention to return."
Judged gUilty. Sentenced to receive twenty lashes each.

JOHN LASHER, President.

MAJOR ADAMS TO MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Camp, Morris's Heights, September 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Being informed you are raising troops for
the service of the United States of America, beg lea veto
address myself to your Honours on tbat particular head.

I flatter myself, since I have been in your service, I bave
discharged tbat duty and trust your Honours were pleased
to repose in me as a soldier. Still being desirous of servincr
my country in so glorious a cause as I have already em~
barked in, hope your Honours will consider me in the elec-
tion of officers in your State. From my ability, I can't
flatter myself with any particular post in your service, but
will leave that to your superiour abilities, hoping, at the
same time, YOIl will not give me lower rank than I bear at
present in the army.

I have the honour to subscribe myself, gentlemen, your
most obedient and most humble servant,

DANL. J. ADAMS.

To the honourable the Convention of Maryland.

A. DE WITT TO MATTHEW CANTINE.
Kingston, September 3D, 1776.

DEAR SIR : You will see, by the letter from myself.
Wynkoop, and Fink, and the enclosed letter to the Con~
vention of the State of New- York, that the inhabitants of
Papaconk are in great fear of a rupture of the Indians.

The man who has brought me the letter rode all night.
Came to my house Saturday afternoon. Sunday morning
early, I rode off to Ki.~ngston,to Peck and Wynkoop's. He
tells me that an old squaw, on whom they depended all
summer for a friendly warning, came to some of the inhabi-
tants last week, weeping much, desiring them to move off
this week, to get out of danger, as she would not see them
in a greal while. Tbe inhabitants from Shohawkan were
moved. He also told me that there were yet at Papaconk
nine families, amounting to the number of betweeo sixty
and seventy children, and that they would move away in
short, if tiley could get no assistance~ They have a con-
sIderable quantity of grain and stock. I would leave it to
your consideration if it would not be proper, if they must
corne away, to send a guard to assist them to bring off as
much of their effects as possible. You know, in case of a
rupture of the Indians, our case will be bad, as our frontiers
will be drained of able-bodied men, and consequently neces-
sary that we should be assisted with men, to preserve our
li~'esand property, and that early, before the people suffer;
for I conceive the first murder is committed will occasion a
great consternation, and cause a number of people to evacu-
ate their places, the effect whereof you know. I doubt
not but you will do what is in your power for the best; and
would be glad to receive a few lines from you, in answer,
and news, if there be any certain.

I am, with esteem, your humble servant, &c.,
A. DE WITT.

To Matthew Cantine and Charles De "Witt,Esq., Fishkill.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, September 30, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have the honour to acknowledge your
Excellency's favour of the :27th instant, with the paper
enclosed, which I shall immediately transmit to General
Gates.

The resolution of Congress of the 14th instant, received
since I wrote your Excellency on the subject of barracks,
has empowered the commander in this department to build
barracks where he may think proper; but no nails can as
yet be procured.

Major William Edmenston, of the British Forty-Eighth
Regiment, who is now a prisoner sent down by the Com-
mittee of Tryon County, has requested my leave to wait on
you, in order to get exchanged, which I have refused until
I should receive your orders thereon.

We have intelligence Ii'om Oswego since the :20th instant.
No enemy then there.

I am, dear sir, with great respect, your Excellency's most
obedient, humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington, &c., &c.

TO THE PUBLICK.

The Commissioners appointed by Congress to examine
and liquidate the Publick Accounts for the Northern District,.
give this p_ublick notice that they have opened their office in
this qity, where constant attendance will be given from nine
o'clock to two every day in tbe week, (Sundays excepted,)
and all persons, ci\'il or military, who have been employed
in tbe service of the United States, whose accounts are not
settled, are required to deliver them in to this office on or
before the 31st day of October next.

JAMES MILLIGAN,
JOHN CARTER,
JOHN WELLES,

Commissioners.

.

Albany, September 30, 1776.

.
GENERAL GATES TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Ticonderoga, September 3D, 1776.

SIR: I am much disappointed at not having it in my
power to own tbe receipt of any letter from your Excellency
since tbat of the 8tb of July, nor a single Jine from either
the Secretary of the Congress or the Secretary at War, of
any date whatsoever. Knowing how precious your time
must. be, I never trOlI~]e your Excellency witb any letter
that is not immediately upon business, or tbat does not con-
tain some de~and which I am indispensably obliged to
make. Would It not, therefore, be proper, that the demands

.
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contained in my letters to your ExceJlency, should be
extracted and sent to the 'War Office, and tbat Board
directed to acquaint me how far they can, and wiU, comply
with my requisitions? .

I hope my letters to your Excel1ency of the] 6th and
29th of July, 6tb and 23d of Allgust, 2d and 23d of Septem-
ber, are aU received, and particularly the last, by Colonel
Ilaussager, as it containlJd a plan for IJstablishingthlJ new
army, than which nothing can blJ of grlJater importance,
Enclosed is a copy of my last letter to Major-General
Schuyler, wbich, as it contains an .acco[]!)t of tbe state of
affairs blJre, I tbougbt proper to transmit to your ExceUency.
Colonel Haussager carried tbe reWfnS of this army to the
War Office: I concludlJ tblJY have been laid blJforlJ Con-
gress. Tbe n.ews of tbe great IJvcnts that bave passed, and
arlJ daily passing, in tbe nlJighbourhood of New- York, corne
to this army so broken, imperfect, and mutilated, tbat the
emissaries of our enemilJs, taking advantage of our want of
an account published by authority, grossly misrepresent
these transactions to the troops here. In some critical
moment, it might injure the pubIick cause. Would it not,
sir, be proper, upon any great event taking place, to have
a gazette published by order of Congress immediately
despatcbed to the differept States, and their armies upon
the Coptinent ?

I must again remind your ExceJlency of the total want of
a train of field artillery in this department. Such a one as
that I requested, in my letter of tbe 6th of August last,
would be no more than what is absolutely necessary: tbere
is not a single howitzer, or mortar of any kind, upon this
ground. Had not some reason, which remains to be
explained, prevented the approach of tbe enemy, we must
have suffered lJ.xceedingly, perhaps been entirely ruined, by
this deficiency; and to act offensively against the enemy in
Canada is utterly impossible without a field train. The
ammunition wanted in this department is particularly men-
tioned in my letter to General Schuyler of the 5th of Sep-
tember, a copy of which I enclosed your Excellency in my
packet of the
.

Your Excellency will find in the packet an extract of
Lieutenant Whitcomb's joumal of his last scout to St. John's.
I have taken Ensign and Quartermaster Saunders's parole,
and ordered him and his servant, the Corporal, to Lancaster,
in Pennsylvania. I must now beg leave to recommend
Lieutenant Whitcomb as a very proper person to have the
command of two independent companies of filly men each,
to be recruited by himself, and the officers to be commis-
sioned agreeable to his rlJcommendation. I never knew any
man more capable of doing good service, in the ranging or
scouting way, than Lieutenant Whitcomb; and his sobriety,
honour, and truth, illustrate his miJitary talents. I must
also do justice to the merit and long service of CoJonel
Philip De llaas, by recommending him to Congress as
deserving promotion. Colonel Enoch Poor, of New Hamp-
shire, and Colonel John Paterson, of ]}lassachusetts, are
also deserving officers, worthy the notice of Congress. As
numbers of field and other officers have died in the course
of this campaign, I wish, if Congress think proper, that
blank commissions were sent to me, to fi]] up in the manner
the most beneficial for the pub]ick service: YOll may be
assured, sir, that is the only end I ever will have in view,
in obeying their commands.

October 3.-My apprehensions for our fleet in the late
storm were perfectly quieted by a letter I received last
night from General Arnold, dated off Isle Valcour, the 1st
instant. I find he had happily stationed the fleet in a situa-
tion where he rode out the ga]e in safety. One row-ga]]ey
had joined the General. The two others, under General
Waterbury's command, sailed yesterday, and must have
reached the fleet this forenoon, as the \cWnd has been fair
ever since. The fourth row-galley arrived here last night
from Skeensborough, and will be ready to sail in five or six
days at farthest, for Isle Valcour. When this galley g~s
down the Lake, we have exerted all our possibles to oppose
the enemy in their approach by water.

This wi]] be delivered to your Excellency by Lieutenant
John Lucas, of Colonel Greaton's Regiment: he was prin-
cipally employed last year at Cambridge, in the Continental
store, under General ])f"1ffiin. I send him to Philadelphia,
to forward up to Albany the clothing it may be the pleas-
ure of Congress to order to be .sent for this army; or to

procure such a quantity of woolens, linens, and particularly
shoes, as can be supplied from thence. Our troops are
wretchedly iu want of shoes.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To His Excellency John Hancock, Esq.

Head-Quarters, September 24, 1776.
(Parole, Horne's Hook.) (Countersign, Hamilton.)

Captain Craig of the Second Battalion of Penn$yl-
vaT/ians, is appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, in the place of
Colonel lVood, preferred.

Captain Butler is appointed Major of the same Battaliop,
Captain P. Frazier, of the Fourth Battalion of Ptllnsyl-

vanians, is appointed Major of the same, in place of Colonel
Hausager, promoted.

Officer of the day to-morrow, Colonel Wheelock. Brig-
ade-Major of the day, Brown.

Ephraim Carter is appointed an Ensign in the late Col-
onel Bedel's Regiment, in the room of Ensign F. Bayley,
discharged.

After General Orders.-General St. Clair's Brigade to
furnish daily at Head-Quarters, one Captain, two Subs, two
Sergeants, two Corporals, one Drum, and forty-eight Privates,
to serve as a fatigue party under the orders of the Deputy
Qua rterm as ter- General.

Head-Quarters, September 25, 1776.
(Parole, Ward.) (Conntersign, Boston.)

Various frauds, impositions, and abuses being every day
c;omlllitted by traders and hucksters coming to this camp,
the Quartermaster-General and his assistant are immediately
to regulate the prices to be paid for the several commodities
brought to sell, particulady garden stuff, venison, cheese,
butter, and all manner of eatables. For the future, all
persons bringing any of the above articles immediately for
sa]e, are to carry them to the foot of tlllJ glacis of the old
fort, wbere the market is constantly to be held. Should
any person or persons be detected monopolizing or fore-
stalling the market, they will be punished by a Court-
Martial, and have all their goods seized for tbe sick of the
hospital. The market is to be opened every morning at
eight o'clock, and to be allowed to continue till sunset.

Field officer of the day to-morrow, Lieutenant-Colonel
Irvine. Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.

After General Orders.- Tbe Surgeons and Surgeons'
Mates of all the Regiments to attend at the medicinal store
to-morrow morning, between eight and ten o'clock, in order
to receive their proportion of old linen, which is to be con-
verted into lint, and returned to the store.

Head-Quarters, September 26, 1776.
(Parole, King's Bridge.) (Countersign, Mijflin.)

Officer of the day for to-morrow, Lieutenant-Colonel
Ogden. Brigade-Major of the day, Brown.

After General Orders.-Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson,
President of tbe General Court-Martial being sick, Colonel
Wayne is appointed President in his place. The Court to
meet at nine o'clock to-morrow.

Head-Quarters, September 27, 1776.
(Parole, Jersey.) (Connter!<ign,Moreer.)

The COIumissarywill issue three sheep to each Regiment,
and two to the corps of Artillery, to-morrow morning at ten
o'clock.

The commanding officers of Regiments wiJI see that the
sick and weak soldiers are supplied with this refreshment.
The Commissary is to reckon the sheep in the allowance of
the Regiment, at their estimated weight.

Field officer of the day to-morrow, Lieutenant-Colonel
Abijah Brown. Major of Brigade of the day, Ryan.

Head-Quarters, September 28, 1776.
(Parole, .Augustine.) (Counter~jgn, Gcorgia.)

The following promotions are ordered to take place in
Colonel Reed's Regiment, viz:

Ensign Burton to be Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant
Thompson, promoted.

Sergeant Johnson to be Ensign, vice Ensign Burton,
promoted.
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Ensign Cook to be Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant
Pratt, deceased.

Sergeant Green to be Ensign, vice Ensign Cook, advanced.
In Colonel Porter's Regiment: Quartermaster P. Bishop

to be First Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant Pool, dead.
There was an omission in the orders of the 24th instant.

It should have been expressed, that Lieutenant-Colonel
Craig and Major Butler were appointed by the most
honourable the Continental Congress, and Major Frazer
nominated by the General until the pleasure of Congress is
known.

Mr. Christopher Joseph Delezeune is appointed an assistant
Engineer under Col. Baldwin. He is to be obeyed as such.

Whereas, either led by curiosity, or from some sinister
design, many per.sons intermix with this army, continue
therewith as long as they find convenient, and again depart
without having any certificate from the Committee of Safety
of the place where they belong, or a pass from Head-Quar-
ters here, the General orders that any person not properly
belonging to this army, who shall be found to have been
within the limits of this encampment above the space of one
hour, without ha ving given in his name and business, either
at Head-Quarters, or to a field officer of some of the regi-
ments, and obtained a pr<!per certificate thereof, shall be
confined, tried by a General Court.Martial, and punished
as the nature of the offence shall seem to deserve. The
General expects all officers will be careful in discovering
such delinquents.

Field officer of the day to-morrow, Lieutenant-Colonel
Leonard. Brigade-Major of the day, Brown.

Head-Quarters, September 29, 1776,
(Parole, Deane.) (Countersign, Hartford.)

The Regiments will deliver in their pay-abstracts to-
morrow at orderly time, agreeable to the General Orders of
the 19th instant.

Mr. Commissary Avery has orders to send directly from
Saratoga one thousand bushels of turnips and potatoes,
which will be served out to the troops in due proportion,
upon their arri val at the provision store.

The two hund'red bushels of onions just brought to the
carrying-place at Lake George, are to be one half of them
sold at the market upon the glacis of the old Fort, and the
other half at the market place in the front of Colonel Pat-
terson's Regiment, upon .Mount Independence.

Lieutenant-Colonel Benjamin Brown Field officer of
the day to-morrow. Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.

Head.Quarters, September 30, 1776.

(Parole, France.) (Countersign, JeJferyson.)

The Commissary is immediately to issue one-half gin of
rum to every non-commissioned officer and soldier now in
camp.

It appearing upon a candid examination that the onions
brought from TYeathersfield, by Connect1:cut, have cost Mr.
Sedgwick upwards of ninety-five pounds lawful money,
transporting from thence, he is therefore permitted to sell
the said onions at twenty shillings, New- York currency,
pel' bushel, and no more.

No Field officer, nor any officer subordinate to them, is
to presume to confine any of the Issuing Commissaries;
when the Commissaries are guilty of any breach of order or
duty, complaint is to be made in writing to the Command-
ing General, or the Deputy Quartermaster-General who will
immediately take proper measures to bring the offenders to
justice.

Lost last Friday, a silver watch, nigh the store at the
head of the wharf; whoever has found the same and win
return it to Lieutenant Smith, in Colonel WhitcolJ!b's Regi-
ment, shan have four dollars reward.

Field officer of the day to-morrow, Lieutenant-Colonel
Craig; Brigade-Major of the day, Browne.
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By the above General Return, it will appear the numbers that were necessflry for the defence of Ticonderoga last year. It should be
observed that this was the exact state of the Army about twelve days before General Carleton landed at Crown Point. H. G.

N. B. Dayton's, (not in this Return,) Van Schaiek's, Van Dyck's, Wynkoop's, and half .'[olt's, were upon the .!l[ohawk an 1 H,tdson Rivers;
[rvine's at Crown Point, but, upon the enemy's approach, withdrawn.



619 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 620

-

Return of the Corps of Artillery commanded by Major BADLAM.

Staff'. Non- Commissioned. [Malrosses.Commissioned.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Tyonderoga, September 30, 1776.

SIR : Your letter of the 23d instant is now before me.
The want of shingle-nails distresses us greatly, as we c~n
not cover our guard rooms, &c., without them, and the sea-
son grows colder and colder ever day. Spikes, we have too
many. Some barrels came yesterday, ten I think. Colonel
Lewis tells me they were not more than two-thirds full. Is
this owing to theft, or are they sent in tbat manner? It is
quite unnecessary to send any more of that article. Iron
we also abound with. I cannot think we can use the half
of what we have this winter. The barracks you mention
have been preparing a long time; three are already com-
pletely finished. There will be no want of good sh~lter for
a large and strong garrison, provided the shingle-nails are
forwarded in due season. What in the name of honesty
is doing with the boards that must be sawed at Cheshire's 1
We get none of them here. I wish you would send an
officer you can depend upon, to superintend that business.

Now I mention Cheshire's, is it not astonishing that the
road is not yet finished from thence, for the only five miles
there was to do in July last, when you and I rode that way?
And we are to this moment obliged to supply the troops
and artificers, at Skeensborough, with provisions from here.
I always thought the large store built at Cheshire's was in-
tended to supply the troops this way. That is a much
cheaper and better communication than this by Lake
George. I wish you would order up all the men of the York
regiments you have to spare, to finish the road to Cheshire's,
that the propel' use may be made of that communication.
The New-England Militia will not work properly on that
road. Could not a number of the Canadians, now at Al-
bany, be employed in this business? They are excellent
fenows at labour.

Commissary Avery has my orders to purchase all the
turnips and potatoes you will supply us with from Saratoga.
The cordage you mention is arrived, but General Water-
bury is greatly disappointed in not receiving the cables.
The galleys must sail with such as are to be had here.
Better shan be sent them the moment they come to my
hands. We are industrious in repairing the old fort, the
stone redoubt at the east point of Tyonderoga, and con-
structing the outline of a strong fort upon ~Mount Independ-
ence. Preparations are also making to place the fleet in
security for the winter; these are works which keep us all
employed, the sick and maligners excepted, and they many
more than they ought to be.

Messrs. Renssalaer Sf Taylor ha ve sent shirts, &c., for
the troops here, without naming the price, which causes
murmuring, and prevents the officers and men from takin<T
goods. I desire you will order Mr. Taylor to send witbou~
delay the price he charges for each particular article he has
sent here.

The powder, lead, flints, and musket cartridge-paper
wrote for so long ago, are not even in part arrived. The
large demand supplied to the fleet, reduces our magazine so
much, that should the fleet, after expending their ammuni-
tion, be obliged to retire, we shall not have any thin<Tlike
sufficient to make a proper defence here. This should be
seriously attended to, and not a moment more lost in fur-
nishing the quantity demanded in my letter to you of the
5th of this instant.

Lieutenan.t-C~lo.nel Buel must have imposed exceedingly
upon YOUI'fnendslup, or you would never have granted him
a furlough. Colonel Burrell has for some weeks been sent
home in a very bad state of health, and his re!Timent in the
utmost want of a Field officer to command °it. Colonel
Buel boasted here he had served nine campaians without
ever being in action, having always had the address to get

employed in some publick work remote from danger. Such
a subject deserves for once to be made to do his duty.

I am informed the fourth row-gal1ey is ready to be
launched, the whole of the different gangs of ship-car-
penters being consolidated into one body to finish her. Is
it not the intention of Congress to continue to increase our
fleet with the utmost expedition? If it is, more carpenters
should be forthwith engaged, and that work carried with
all the spirit and industry you are capable of. The ague
has so worn down the carpenters sent by order of Congress?
that more cannot be expected from them this season; there-
fore, to continue this important work, more must be sup-
plied.

I earnestly wish the Commissioners for settling the publick
accounts, who are now at Albany, mi"ht be sent here im-
mediately, as there are demands upo~ the United States,
and several officers in publick stations here whose accounts
cannot be too soon adjusted.

You will consider of the covering that wiII be necessary
for the officers and soldiers to be quartered in Albany and
Schenectady for the winter, and if any more is wanted than
can at present be provided, you will give orders accordingly.
As there can be no serious attack upon this side of the
ltlolwwk river before next summer, you will as soon as
possible order Colonel Dayton's regiment to.this post, they
being inlisted to serve until next March, and being almost a
complete regiment. They are the properest to make a part
of the winter garrison here. The New- York regiments
and the Militia of the Mohawk river, must be more than
sufficient to guard the western frontier~

Enclosed is a copy of General Arnold's letter to me of
the 21st instant. His demands are complied with as far as
in my power, by the Trumbull gaUey, CaPtain Warner,
which sailed last Thursday evening to join the flee~. Gen-
eral Tfaterbury sails with the two other galleys to-morrow
morning early, and the schooner Liberty wi]] immediately
after proceed to the Aeet. The heavy storm last night
would fill me with great anxiety had not General Arnold,
as you will see in his letter, assured me that he had a safe
harbour within his reach. HOR..\TIOGATES.
To Major-lieneral &huyler.

GENERAL GATES TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Ticonderoga, September 30, 1776.

SIR: I am just now honoured by the receipt of your
Excellency's letter of the 25th instant, from Lebanon. I
am happy to find your Excellency agree with me in senti-
ment in respect to the officers who ought,to have com-
manded in the Continental Regiments, intended in future
to compose the army of the United States. It shall not be
my fault if your Excellency is not acquainted in time with
the merits and demerits of those from the State of Connec-
ticut, who have served under my command this campaign.
lftbe wonhy are notregarded, and the unworthy disregarded,
the consequences are evident.

I am exceedingly ignorant of what has passed at New-
York, having never received a line from General Washing-
ton, since fighting took place there. And although Congress
pays some attention to my demands, I have not received a
line from the President since that of the 8th of July.

The plan for raising the new army is not yet come to my
hands. That is a business of the last importance. I sent
MI'. lIancock some time ago a scheme of mine for the
establishment thereof.

.

General Waterbury sails to-morrow morning with the two
remaining row-galleys. Captain Tfarner, in the Trumbull,
must have joined ollr fleet off Isle Valcour on Saturday.
We had a violent storm last night; but as General Arnold
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told me in his letter of the 21st instant, that he had a secure
harbour within his reach, I am not very apprehensive for
the safety of the fleet.

I have ordered a bridge to be built over Otter Creek, at
Rutland, and a good road to be cut from the east side of
Mount Independence, to join the road at Castleton. The
bridge is almost finished, and the road will in about a week
be completed thither. Your State and that of ~fassachu-
setts will do themselves and the publick great service, in
making the roads that lead westward to Rutland as good as
possible. For further particulars, I mllst refer your Excel-
lency to Colonel Trumbull, who writes by this conveyance.

With great respect, I am, sir, your Excellency's most
obedient, humble servant, H GORATIO ATES.

To Governour Trumbull.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, September 30,1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I mentioned to you in my last, that I
had sent the boat and crew back towards the fleet, who had
got frightened at the firing of guns and returned. The men
just now arrived here. My boat is not yet corne. The
vessels of our Beet were firing at a mark, and the enemy
were rejoicing, or cleaning their artillery, at the Isle Noix,
on the day that the firing was heard. The Sergeant can
inform you of the rest.

Nothing remarkable has happened here since my last. I
promised myself the pleasure of seeing you here to-day, but
was disappointed. We had some good venison provided.

I am, sir, with the greatest regard and respect, your most
humble servant, T HHOS. ARTI.EY.
To General Gates.

P. S. I would be exceedingly glad to hear what has hap-
pened at New- York.

CAPTAIN FASSETT TO GENERAL GATES.
Monkton, September 30, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOUR: On the 25th instant, a
party of lndians came within one mile of Deacon Rude's,
and took a man and his two sons prisoners. About the
same time in the day, was discovered another party of
Indian.~, s.even or eight miles distant, by a party of our men.
We were then building and preparing in the best manner
for our defence. Our men seeing the situation they were
in, paraded themselves and determined to leave the ground
at all events. We tried all that lay in our power to keep
them on the ground, till we could send word to your Honour,
but could not prevail with them. They said they were
willing to guard the frontiers; but, they said, your Honour
did not know our situation; tbey said they had as good die
one way as another. They marched in the night from the
ground to Williston, across the river, one mile and a half,
where we desired they would stay a few days, which they
did. We sent out scouts, sent your Honour an express,
and sent another down on the Grants, &c.

On the 28th instant, the men paraded themselves again,
and resol ved as is in the within writing.

We ha ve marched \vith the families and some of their
effects to this place, have no provisions valuable, and what
to do we know not. But we know there are evil, designing
men, which we understand are gone to see your Honour.
Perbaps they may give a false representation of our case;
but hope your Honour will wait patiently till there is a true
representation given of the case.

The bearer, Lieutenant Lyon, can give a true represent-
ation, as he is knowing to the wbole affair, which we hope
will give your Honour satisfaction.

Weare your Honour's most obedient, and very humble
servan ts,

JOHN FASSETT,

~

C
.

J F aptams.
ONA. ASSETT,

To the Hon. Horatio Gates, Major-General and Command-
er of the Northern Department.

At a Council of War holden at Tf'illiston, at the house
of Colonel Chittenden, September 28, 1776, Members
present: Captain Jonathan Fassett, President; Captain

John Fassett, Lieutenant Rufus Perry, Lieutenant Jonathan
Wright, Lieutenant Mathew Lyon, Clerk.

It was motioned by the President, tbat the soldiers that
should have been under the command of those officers have
paraded themselves this morning, and make the followina.
proposals to the officers, viz:

1:1

Firstly, That the officers take their command in their
proper stations on the following terms, viz: That they will
immediately march the men off Onion River, to the south-
ward to some place on Otter Creek, in order to defend the
frontiers of the lVew-Hampshire Grants, which was, as they
supposed, the extent of their being raised, and the General's
being requested to encourage the raising them.

Secondly, That they will resign the command on no
other terms.

Thirdly, That the officers mav have half an howr to con-
sider of those proposals. '

Fourthly, That in case the officers shall refuse those pro-
posals, that each soldier will immediately march to his
respective home.

Resolved first, That we will accept of those proposals
offered by the soldiery, in our present poor situation, on
condition they resign to justice the leaders of the mutiny
which has taken the command out of the officers' hands, at
Head-Quarters, at Deacon Rude's house, at Jerico.

Resolved, second, That we choose Captain John [i'assett
to treat with the soldiery on the foregoing subject.

Captain John Fassett after making application to the
soldiery paraded, he makes the following return, viz: That
the soldiery wiJl not at the risk of their lives deliver up their
leaders, as it was a unanimous thing.

Having taken into consideration the poor,weak situation
we are in-officers without soldiers, and soldiers without
officersin an enemy's land-savages all round us:

Resolved, thirdly, That we will take the command on
the terms proposed by the soldiery.

The above is a true copy. Test:
MATHEW LYON, Clerk.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Saybrook, September 30, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: I had thisdaydetermined
to embark, with my little detachment, for Long-Island; but
the desertion of .several of my men, wbo are supposed to be
gone for ~ew-London, in order to engage on board the pri-
vateer fitlmg out for that place, has prevented me. I am
informed some of the officers intended for those vessels have
given our men encourap,ement to desert, having asserted at
this place that they would protect them from the resentment

?f their officer~ in case they wou]? leave them and engage
In the sea serVICe. I have transmitted General Washington
a copy of this letter, with an account of tbis matter, that he
may, if my detachment is broken to pieces by this means
be acquainted that it is not owing to my negligence. I send
this by Lieutenant Smith, who has my orders to apprehend
those deserters wherever they shall be found. It would be
an addition to the many obligations conferred upon me, if it
should please your Honour to grant a warrant to search those
vessels for the persons we are in quest of.

I should have no objection to any number of men beina
drafted from the detachment for that service or any othe~
provided it was th?l1g~Itn.ecessaryb~ Gen.e:al 1Vashington;
but cannot help thmkmg It a great Imposllton, after having
by his.order inlisted and with pains disciplined them, to have
them, just when they are needed to carry into execution his
orden:, taken from me by such methods as these. I would
not for a moment continue in the land service was this
allowed of.. I have. ent.ered i~ mere~y to serve my country,
but see plamly that It wIll be ImpossIble for me to carry into
execution my resolution with effect if the officers of the
navy aresuffered to spirit our men away by such lowartifices
as these. I should not much mind the desertion of a few
worthless fellows, was it not for the influence their bad ex-
ample may have upon others. A spirit of desertion is now
among my men, and if passed over with impunity will, I
fear, have bad consequences.

I remain, with respect and esteem, your Honour's most
obedient, humble servant, H B LENRY . tVINGSTON.

To His Honour Governour Trumbu".
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CHRISTOPHER LEFFINGWELL TO GOVERNmfR TltUMBULL.

Norwich, September 30, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: In pursuance of orders received from
yom Honour and fi'om Colonel Wokott, in conformity

. thereto, I have been with my compauy and twelve men
from Colonel Wolcott's, with what shipping I could find, to
Sag-Harbour, where I was joined by a company from
Colonel Livingston, with which we have taken off most of
the fat oottle that was left in the Hamptons and on ltlon-
tauk, as also most of the sheep, having left a sufficiency
of fat beef and mutton and the milch cows, for the use of
the inhabitants that tany on the island, as also the greater
part of the lean and young cattle.

The vessels I took up at Norwich and New-London
brought off seven hundred and ninety sheep, one hundred
and fifty-two head of horned cattle, three families, furniture,
&c., &c. The sheep and cattle have been delivered to the
Committee of Norwlch. Several of the owners are now
there taking charge of tbeir own. Others are expected
soon, but probably there will be a number that no owner
will appear for this some time.

The Committee of Norwich have never received any
request from the Convention of the State of New- York,
neither had they seen tbe resolution of that Convention
recommending the removal of tbe women, children, stock,
&c., until I sbew a copy of it to them this day. They
were proposing to advertise the remaining cattle and sheep
for sale at publick auction; but as it is new business, and
they are not invested with such authority as they could
wish, they desire to be instructed by your Honour. A
great number of the inhabitants of Easthampton own they
have taken the 'oath of allegiance, and signed the 1'01\ of
submission; many of which have since come off, and more
intend coming. They are threshing their English grain,
and are very desirous of getting their Indian corn, if pos-
sible. My company were the last troops on the island,
Colonel Livingston's men having embarked and sailed
before we had taken all the stock on board. The officers
and men have exerted themselves beyond what is common,
and are much fatigued; hope your Honour will excuse
them from any further immediate service, that they may
have time to recruit, except something very special should
require their aid.

I have paid some of the masters and people I employed
in the shipping, as I promised them their money immediately
on their return. The owners I have paid nothing; wish
to be directed how to settle with them, and advised how
they shall be paid, and when, as they will be calling on
me.

Beg leave to subscribe, with great esteem, your Honour's
most obedient, humble servant,

CHRIST. LEFFINGWELL.
To Governour Trumbull.

N. B. The vessels employed by Colonel Livingston
imagine must have carried off double the number of stock
and ten times as many of the inhabitants as those I em-
ployed. ' C. L.

COMMODOREHOPKINS TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.
Providence, September 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have a copy of the account
Captain Whipple gave me of his cruise, who arrived here
yesterday in the Columbus, and a copy of a Jetter I received
this day from Mr. Goddard. The Columbus is very foul;
shall order her to Newport the first fair wind to clean. The
Hampden and the Alfred are ready all but men, which I
have not been able to get a sufficient number yet. The
new ships are down the river with about one hundred men
each, but as there are so many privateers fitting out, which
give more encouragement as to shares, it makes it difficult to
man the Continental vessels. There are some small-arms
arrived here belonging to the Gontinent, imported by Messrs.
Nicholas, Brown, Sf Co.; should be glad of an order for
them for the new ships, as I expect to get orders from tbe
Committee of this State to inlist men out of their troops
when they meet, which will be this week.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
E. HOPKIN!'!.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Marine
Committee, at Philadelphia.

GENERAL WARD TO MASSACHusETTS dOtlrqCIL.
Boston, September 30, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOURS: As your Honours have
thought proper to remove from the Heights on Dorchester
Point those cannon which I had placed there, I must en-
treat you to see that those Heights are supplied with other
proper cannon, and well furnished with ammunition. They
are important posts, and ought not to be destitute of proper
ordnance and ordnance :;tol'es one day. It gives me great
uneasiness to think they have been so long destitute, and
not in my power to furnish them. If we should be attacked
when they are in such situation, the consequence will be
bad, and great blame will fall somewhere, and that it may
not justly come on me I give you this notice.

I am your Honours' humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

To the honourable Board.

CAPTAIN J. P. JONES TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Providence, off the Isle of Sable, September 30, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN:I had the honour of writing to you on the
27th ultimo, per the brigantine Britannia, a whaler, which
I sent in under the care of Lieutenant Grinnell; likewise
4th current, per the brigantine Sea-Nymph, which I sent
in under the care of Mr. W. IIopkins; also 7th current,
per the brigantine Favourite, which I sent in under the care
of Mr. J. Vesey. The Sea-Nymph was from Barbadoes
for London; the Favourite, from Antigua for Liverpool.

From tbat time till the 14th I cruised without seeing any
vessels. I then spoke the Columbus's prize, the ship Royal
Exchange, bound for Boston. By this time my water and
wood began to run short, which induced me to stand to the
northward for some port of Nova-Scotia or Cape Breton.
I had besides a prospect of destroying the English shipping
in these parts. The 16th and 17th I bad a very heavy
gale from the northwest, which obliged me to dismount all
my guns, and strike every thing I could into the hold. The
19th I made the Isle of Sable, and on the 20th, being
between it and the main, I met with an English frigate,
with a merchant ship under her convoy. I had have to, to
give my people an opportunity of taking fish, when the
frigate carne in sight directly to windward, and was so good-
natured as to save me the trouble of chasing him, by bearing
down the instant he discovered us: When he came within
cannon shot, I made sail to try his speed quartering, and,
finding that I had the advantage, shortened sail to give him
a wild goose chase, and tempt him to throwaway powder
and shot. According]y a curious mock engagement was
maintained between us for eight hours, till night, with ber
sable curtain, put an end to this famous exploit of English
knight-errantry.

He excited my contempt so much by his continual firinO'
at more than twice the proper distance, that when h:
rounded to, to give his broadside, I ordered my Marine
officer to return the salute with only a single musket. We
saw himnext morning standing to the westward, and it is
not unlikely that he hath told his friends at Halifax what a
trimming he gave to a" Rebel privateer" that he found
infesting the coast.

That night I was' off Canso harbour, and sent my botlt
in to gai'n information. On the morning of the 22d, I
anchored in the harbour, and beforeni.ghtgot off a sufficiency
of wood and water. Here I recrUIted several men, and
finding three English schooners in the harbour, we that
nighl burnt one, sunk another, and in the morning carried
off the third, which we had loaded with what fish was found
in the other two.

'At Canso, I received information of nine sail of ships,
brigs, and schooners, in the harbours of Narrowshook and
Peter de Groat, at a smaB distance Ii'om each other in the
Island of Madame, on the east side of the bay of Canso.
These I determined to take or destroy, and to do it effect-
uaBy. Having brought a shallop for the purpose from
Canso, I despatched her with twenty-five armed men, to
Narrows/tOok, while my boat went well manned and armed
to Peter de Groat, and I kept off and on with the sloop to
keep them in awe in both places. The expedition suc-
ceeded to my wish. So effectual was the surprise, and so
general the panick, that numbers yielded to a handful without
opposition, and never was a bloodless victory more complete.
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As the shipping that were loaded were all unrigged, I had
recourse to an expedient for despatch: I promi.,ed to lea ve
the late proprietors vessels sufficient to carry tlwm home to
the Island of Jersey, on comfition that they immediately
fitted out and rigged sneh of the rest as might be required.
This condition was readily complied with, and they assisted
my people with unremitting application till the business was
completed; but the evening of the 25th hl'Ought with it a
violent gale of wind with rain, which obliged me to anchor
in the entrance of Narrowshook, where I !'Ode it out with
both anchors and whole cables ahead. Two of our prizes,
the ship Alexander and schooner Sea-Flower, had come
out before the gale began. The ship anchored under a point,
and rode it out, but the schooner after anchoring, drove and
ran ashore. She was a valnable prize, being loaded with
oil; but as we could not get her off, I next day ordered her
to be set on fire. The st'hooner Ebenezer, taken at Canso,
was driven on a reef of sunken rocks, and there totalJy lost,
the people having with difficulty saved themselves on a
raft.

Towards noon, on the 26th, the gale began to abate.
The ship Adventure being unrigged and almost empty, I
ordered her to be burnt. I put to sea in the afternoon with
the brigantine Kingston Packet, and being joined by the
Alexandcr, went off Peter de Groat. I had sent an officer
round in a shalJop to order the vessels in that harbour to
meet me in the offing, and he now joined me in the brigan-
title Success, and informed me that Mr. Gallal(her (the
officer who had commanded the party in that barbour) had
left it, at the beginning of the gale, in the brigantine Defiance,
and taken with him my boat and all the people. I am
unwilling to believe that this was done with an evil inten-
tion. I rather think he concluded the boat and people
necessary to assist the vessel in getting out, the navigation
being difficult, and the wind at the time unf.wourable; and
when the gale was begun, I know it was impossible for them
to return. Thus weakened, I could attempt nothing more.
With olle of our brigs and the s]oop I could have scoured
the coast and secured the destruction of a large coal fleet

that was loading near Lewisburgh, with the Savage only to
protect them.

Tbe fishery at Canso and Madame is effectually de-
stroyed; out of twelve sail which I took there, I only left
two small schooners and one small brig to conv!'y a number.
of unfortunate men, not short of three hundred, across the
"Western ocean. Had I gone farther, I should have stood
chargeable with inhumanity. In my ticklish situation, it
would have been madness to lose a moment. I therefore
hastened to the southward, to convey my prizes out 01
harm's way; Dawson's brig having b~en within fifteen
leagues of the scene of action during the wbole time.

On tbe 21th I saw two sail, which we took for Quebeck
transports. Unable to resist the temptation, havinO" ap-
pointed a three days' rendezvous on the southwest P~It of
tbe Isle of Sable, I gave chase, but could not come up
before they got into Lewisburg, a place where I had reason
to expect it far superioul' force, and therefore returned, and
this day joined my prizes at the rendezvous.

If my poor endeavour should meet with Y0ur approba-
tion, I shall be greatly rewarded in the pleasing reflection of
having endeavoured to do my duty. I have had so much
stormy weather and been obliged, on di\'ers occasions, to
carry so much sail, that the sloop is in no condition to con-
tinue long out of port. I am, besides, very weak-handed,
and the men I ha ve are scarce able to stand the deck for
want of clothing, the weather here being very cold. These
reasons induce me to bend my tboughts towards the Conti-
nent. I do not expect to meet wilh much, if any success,
on my return; but if fortune should insist on sendinIJ a trans-
port or so in my way, weak as I am, I will end~avour to
pilot him safe. It is but justice to add that my officers and
men behaved incomparably well on the above occasion.

I have the honour to be, with much respect and grateful
esteem, gentlemen, your most obliged and very humble ser-
van~ .

, JNO. P. JONES.
To the honourable the Marine Committee.

[':I'wo copies per the Providence's prizes, the ship .alexander and brig-
antine Success.]

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. Ordered, That East£rn-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Monday, September2,1776. Richardson £300, for Arms and Blankets.

Council met. Present the same Members as on the 31st Ordered, That Captain James Tootell provide a Sergeant
of August.

a?d eight men of the Militia to guard the Magazine near
Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to _llIs house; and that he endeavour to hire that number of

John Amber 37s., for. attending the Hospital.
. men who will keep guard constantly, and let this Board

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Wh1.te know the lowest price at which they can be got.

£13 ~7s.:dTro" Bo.~ta~e for FlYing-Cam~.lr
Cl

' Robert Welch was appointed Surgeon Assistant to Colo-
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pay to 1 wm ayton nel Ewing's Battalion of the ~ lying-Camp.

s. I ,., or jartage lor yltlg- amp. ..
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Patrick Hannah Adjournedtill next day, ten o'clock.

£73 8s., for Tent Poles.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Parker £3

5s., for a Gun.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Nevins

and Company £ 18 16s. 6d., for balance of his Account.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joseph Gilpin, for

use of lIenr!! HolUngsworth, £300, to provide necessaries
for the Flying-Camp.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Byers £ 13
2s. 6d., for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Thomas
Ewing, foruse and by orderof Major Gist, £30.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joseph Dorsey
£6 15.~.,for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas B. Hodgs-
kin 20s., for Cartouch Paper.

Ordered, That SlIprfvisors of the Gun-Lock Manufac-
tory, at Frederick, deliver to Captain Thomas Beal four
Rifle Gun-Locks.

Copy of Letter No. 161 was sent to Captain Dames.
qrdered, ThatCaptains Forrest alld Bourke immediately

ma~ch both their C~mpanies to t:~e city of Annapolis, on
the;r way to the Flymg-Camp.'

Ordered, That Commissaries of Stores deliver to Colonel
Ewing, 01'to his order, whatever Guns, Tents, Camp-Kettles
Cartouch-Boxes, Gun-Slings, Bayonet-Belts, Knapsacks;
and Haversacks, Priming-Wires, Brushes, and Cantt.Jens.
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Tuesday, September 3,1776.

Council met. Present the same Mt.Jmbersas on yesterday.
Ordered, That Westem-Shore Treasurer pay to William

Belwood £5, for Boatage for F]ying-Camp.
Ordered, That Westem-Shore Treasurer pay to George

Gordon and Oliver Whiddon £10 8s. lld., lor mending
Guns.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Dronn
13s. 4d., fOl'making Clothes.

Ordered, That Wt;stem-SltOre Treasurer pay to George
Trumbull, for use of Captain James Nicholson, £514, for
pay of ship Defence's Crew.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to George 'J'rumbull,
for the use of Jesse Hollingsworth, £200.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Samuel Chester
£2"2 10s., for being Adjutant.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Selby & Howard
£ 13 16s. 6d., for amount of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Samuel IIarris
£6., for Boatage.

Ordered,. That said Treasurer pay to Daniel Jenifer,
Jun., £9 7s. 6d., for his medical attendance at St. George's
Caillp.

Ordercd, That said Treasurer pay to William Akers
£5 I~s. 6d., for Boatage.

Adjourned lill next day, ten o'clock.
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Wednesday, September 4,1776.

Council met. Present same Members as on yesterday.
Ordered, That TVestern-Shore Treasurer pay to John

Thomas £3 9s., for Subsist of Flying-Camp.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joseph Gilpin, for

qse of Tobias Rudolph, £18 3s., for Wagonage.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joseph Gilpin

£4 19s.7d., forWagonage.
.

Warrant was issued to Abraham Boyd to enroll fifty men
for the Flying-Camp.

Ordered, That Westem-Sh()re Treasl1rer pay to Captain
Boyd £135 currenCY,

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Robert Wqclw
~9 13s. 8d., for Militia duty, .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to lYlatthew Traver$e
£94, for Militia duty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Francis Bruesbank.$
£4 lOs., fOl'Boatage.

Ordered, That the said TreasU!'t;Jrpay to J()hn Crandall
£3 10s., for a Gun.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay t.oHenry Griiftth
36s., for Subsist of Flying-Camp.

Adjourned till ne~t day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, September 5, 1776,

Council met. Present the same Members as on yester~
day.

Ordered, That TVestern-Shore Treasurer pay to Wi$e-
man Claggett £3 10$., for a Gun.

Ordered, That Commission issue to Robert Pork, of the
schooner Montgomery, he having given bond according to
the instructions of Congress.

.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Richard
Weem$ 128., for and on account of his Company.

Ordered, That Commissary of Storesa.t Annapolis de-
liver to John Davidson one bal'rel of Musket Gunpowder,
in exchange for one barrel of Cannon ditto.

Commissions issued to Solomon Long, appointed First
Lieutenant, Ely Dorsey, Second Lieutenant, and Richard
Grace, Third Lieutenant, of an Independent Company. .

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pa.y to Eliza-
beth Sharpe £2 14s. 6d., for nursing the Sicka.t Hospital.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Philis Waterland
15s. for attending Sick at HospitaL

Ordered, That Paymaster pay to Captain WQtkins one
month's pay, ending 3d day of September iostaot.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Edward
Abell £ 113 15s. lOd., for his Company of Militia Onduty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Lieutenant Henry
Dennis, for use of Philip Fiddeman, £475 7s. 10d., for
and on account of his Company.

Ordered, That Eastern-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
Benson Stanton £207 2s. 6d., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores at An.napolis de-
liver to .Captain Philip Fiddeman eighty-six Knap and
Haversacks,Pl'iming- Wires, Brushes, and fifteen Camp-
Kettles.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Richard
Barnaby £45, for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Charles Wed/ace,
Esq., £500.

Copy of Letter No. 168 was sent to Captain Fiddeman;
No. 169 to Colonel Henry Hollingsworth; No. 170 to
Thomas Stone, Esq.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Robert
Martin £6 15s., for Boatage.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, September 6, 1776.

Council met. Present the same :\lembers as on yester-
day.

Ordered, That Wi!stern-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Robert Bowie £94 9s. 3d., for balance of his Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Benjamin Brookes
£4 12s. 6d., for Expresses.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John R. Briscoe
£7 19s., for balance of his Account.

Ordered, That Eastern-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
John Ennalls £90 17s. 4d., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That 1Vestern-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Clark Sprigg, for collecting the number of souls in part of
Prince George's County. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Benjamin Brookei
£ 15, for collecting number of souls in County aforesaid.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Gordon Sf Patten
£708 18s., for Knapsacks with Haversacks.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Harrington
40s., for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Matthew Patten
£29 12s. 3d., for Scabbards.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to said Patten 13s. 9a.,
for amount of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jno. Gordon £ 15
Os. 3d., fur amount of his Account.

Ordered, That said Trp,asurer pay to John Gordon, for
use of George Fitzings, £4 Is., for amount of his Ac-
count.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Allcock £45,
for thirty days' Engineering. '.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Edward Parker
£ 110, for Blankets.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
John Addison, for use of Captain Edward Tilliard, £ 125,
for advance.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Willitlm
Richardson £62 7s. 4d., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That ~aid Treasurer pay to Captain David
Crawford £3 2s. 6d., for Expresses.

Permit was granted to Hugh Sherwood, of tpe Schooner
Betsey, to go to Martinico, or any other foreign port, he
having given bond with security, according to ~e~lves of
Congress.

Ordered, That TVestern-ShoreTreasurer pay to Thomas
Smyth, Esq., for use of the Committee Qf[(erttCo,l,1qty,
£400, for Arms and Blankets.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Pryse
£23 3s. 8d., for amount of his Account.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, September 7,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Frands

Burgess £ 18, for being Adjutant.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to J()hn

Maltimore £4 10s., for Boatage.
Commissions issued to Joseph Hall, appointed Surgeon,

John Johnson and Richard DQnning, Surgeon A!;isist~nts,
to Colonel Griffith's Battalion of Flying-Camp.

Adjourned till Monday, ten o'clock.

MOl1,day, Sept.cm.ber 9, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Trea.surer pay to Lieu-

tenant William Beall, for the u;;e of Captain Robert Bowie,
£6, for pay for part of his Company.

Ordered, That said Tl'easurer pay to Captain Uriah"
Forrest £334 15s. 9d., for Pay and Subsist of his Com-
pany.

Ordered, That the said ';I'reasu.rerpay to said Forrest,
for use of Belwood Sf Parran, £5 5s., for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to P(){lard Edmond-
son, for use of David McIntosh, £24, for four months' Ad-
jutancy.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joshua Tugore
£3, for Boatage.

'Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Robert Cummins
£ 1000, on account of Subsist of Troops.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Hillary "Vilson
30s., for Subsist of part of Flying-Camp.

Ordered, That Wes~ern-Sh.oreTreasurer pay to llenry
Stonestreet£ 14, forbelOgAdjutant. .

Adjourned tiJl next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, September 10, 1776,

Council met. Present same Members as on yesterday.
Copy of Letter No. 171 was sent to William Hindman.
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Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Daniel
Fowler 50s., for a Gun.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Henry Sewell £8
6s. lId., fm Subsist for Flying-Camp.

Ordered, That the Paymaster of the Eastern-Shore ad-
vance and pay to the Guard of the Eastern-Shore Maga-
zine, or any person authorized to receive the same, Is. per
man per day, for subsist, and such pay as due to the Militia,
when in actual service, the Guard consisting of a Sergeant
and eight men, at the expiration of each month.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Peter
Smith £24 17s., for Drums.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Davidson,
for the use of Archibald Buchanan, £500, on account of
Gondolas.

Copy of Letter No. 172 to Colonel Ilenry Hollings-
worth; No. 173 to the Committee of Observation for Bal-
timore County.

Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Cap-
tain John Mackall £81 2s. 4d., for Militia on duty.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, September 11,1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as on yester-
day.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
John Brooke, Jun., £399 14s. 4£1.,for and on account of
his Company.

Captain John Brooke's Company commissioned.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to James

Tootell £61 13s. 3d., foramount of Account.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Urquhart

£4 13s., for Subsist of part of Flying-Camp.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Cornelius Garret-

${In£24 4s. 3d., for amount of Account.

Cory of Letter No. ]75 was sent to Colonel Smallwood
and Brigadier-General Beall.

Ordered, That Colonel William Smallwood be requested
to procure a Stamp to be made, on which the word J'lary-
land shall be engraved; and that he therewith cause all
the Guns belonging to this State in the hands of the Regu-
lar Troops, including the Independent Companies, to be
stamped; and Brigadier-General Beall, or the command-
ing officer of the Militia of the Flying-Camp, isr(fq(J!)sted
to cause all of the Gun~ in the hands of the said last-men-
tioned Troops to be stamped in the saine ~annet.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
John Stull £600, for and on account of the Militia Com-
pany to be raised in the Upper District in Frederick
County.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Dr. Adam
Fisher £600, for and on account of the Company to be
raised in the Middle District of Frederick County.

Warrants issued to Elijah Roboson, appointed Captain,
Samuel Baker, appointed First Lieutenant, Vach. Gaither,
appointed Second Lieutenant, Nicholas Worthington, ap-
pointed Ensign, of a Company for Flying-Camp.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Major
Elijah Roboson £600, on account of his Company.

Ordered, That Advertisements be inserted lor one thou-
sand Pikes.

Commissions issued to James Lloyd, appointed Second
Lieutenant, and Richard Willis, Ensign, of Captain Prisby's
Company of Militia, in Kent County.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, September 12, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as on yester-.
day.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Elisha
Williams £600, for to raise the Militia Company in Lower.
District of Frederick County.

Ordered, That Samuel Messersmith be requested to de-
liver to Captain Forrest all the Guns which were Jeft in his
tustody to be 'repaired by Captain Hammond.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores immediately send
to Annapolis one hundred Camp Kettles; and all the Can-

teelis from the Magazine, and Guns, if any, to be sent to
Annapolis.

Copy of Letter No. 176 was sent to Jesse Hollings-
wodh.

Permit was granted to, Job Greene, of the Schooner
Two-Brothers, to go to Martinique, or any other foreign
port, he having given bond and returned a manifest, agree-
able to the Resolves of Convention.

Permit was granted to Thomas Ridley, of the Sloop
Fanny, to go to Hispaniola, or otherwise.

Ordered, That Trestern-Shore Treasurer pay to Archi-
bald Buchanan £450, for Schooner Dolphin, insured by
this State.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to George Wells
£300, on account of Gondolas.

Ordel'ed, That Mr. Hollingsworth be requested to de-
liver to MI'. Stephen Steward two thousand weight Bread
and ten barrels Flour.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores at Baltimore-
Town deliver to Henry Howard one half-barrel Powder,
to try Cannon.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Stephen
Steward £200, for Cmigh's Boat.

Commissions issued to Ezekiel Vickars, appointed Cap-
tain, Thomas Firmin Eccleston, appointed First Lieutenant,
Nathaniel ]}[anning, appointed Second Lieutenant, John
C. Harrison, appoilltp.d Ensign, of a Company of Militia
in the Nineteenth Battalion.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Joseph
Middleton £ l50, for his look-out Boats.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Smith, Esq.,
for use of the Committee of Observation for Baltimore
County, £600, on account of the Fortifications.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Nathaniel Stinchi-
comb £5 5s., for Boatage. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Shilies
£ 7 4s., for amount of Account.

Ordered, -That said Treasurer pay to the Committee of
<)bservatioll for Caroline County £25 fi-:5d., fot. amollnt
of Account. -

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Conway
£72128., for amount of Account.

Ordered, 1;'hat said Treasurer pay to Daniel Campbell
£3 10s., for a Gun.

Ordered, That Ellstern-ShoreT~easurerpay to Captain
Greenb. Goldsborough £461 Is. 9£1.,for and on account
of his Company.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to said Goldsborough
£50 for advance.

Ordered, That Western~Shore TreasUl'el' pay to Colonel
John Ennalls £24 19$. 64., for amount of Account.

Copy of Letter No. 177 was serit to Gerard Hopkins;
Nos. 17S and 179 to Messrs. Vanbibber Sf Harrison.

Commission to Captain Conway, of Sloop Molly, as a
Letter-of-Marque.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Josh.
Nicholson, Esq., £ l6 28., for his attendance in Council of
Safety.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, September 13, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Eastern-Shore Treasurel' pay to Colonel

James Murray £706 13s. 6d., for Militia duty.
Ordered, That T¥estern-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain

John Parnham £34 17s. 8d., lor Militia duty.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to ThomasDent £8

8s. IOd., for amount of Account.
Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer p~y to

Thomas Dent £25, for enumerating the inhabitants in part
of Prince George's County.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Tuck £3
lIs. Sd., for expenses.

Copy of Letter No. 180 sent to George Cooke,Esq.
James Boyd, of 8t. ~fary's County, contracts with the

Council of Safety for making Muskets, completely fitted
in the usual manner, at £4 5s. each; the Couucil enga-

...
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ging to take any quantity of him, and find Powder for their
proof.

Ordered, That Wektern-Shore Treasurer pay to Oliv£r
Whiddon £3 lOs., fOl'a Musket.

Ordered, That said TreasUt'er pay to Joseph Gilpin,
Esq., £1,000, for three Companies in Cecil County.

Copy of Letter No. 181 was sent to Benjamin Rumsey
and James Tilghman, Esquires.

Henry Killum, Zerobabel M~addox, and William Corbin,
being called upon and examined, and appearing to be per-
sOnS who had gone over to the enemy, and deserted from
them,

Ordered, That they stand committed, until they give
security, in tl)e sum of £50 currency, each, for their good
behaviour and obeying all orders of the honourable Con-
gress and Convention.

Ordered, That they be put under the care of lVIr.
Thomas Price, and be delivered by him to the Committee
of Observation for Somerset County, who are required to
take security according to the above order.

William Tumblesome discharged on his parole not to
leave Annapolis until the further order of the Council of
Safety. .

John Evans, John Price, and Robert Howarth, dis-
charged, upon giving bond, with security.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, September14, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Lambert Purnell, of Captain Watkins's Company, dis-
charged, and permitted to return to his home.

Adjourned till Monday, ten o'clock.

Monday, September16, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday.
Permit was granted to William Thomas, Master of the

Sloop Hazard, to go to Martinique, and dispose of his
cargo, he havin~en bond, and lodged a manifest, agree-
ably to the ResOUJ of Convention.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Beriah ltIabury £ 13 12s. Sd., for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Brittenham Dick-
inson £7 lIs. 7d., for amountof Accouot.' .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jonathan Parker
£5 12s., for going Expresses.

Ordered, That Captain Smith be directed to let Job
Green, of the Schooner Two-Brothers, proceed on his voy-
age, according to permit heretofore granteu.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colouel
Hooe, for use of Joseph Hansorlt Harrison, £440 9s. 4d.,
for amount of Account.

Barton Tabbs appointed Surgeon Assistant to Doctor
Briscoe, of the seven Independent Companies.

Lambert Purnell, of Captain Watkins's Company, dis-
charged from the service, and permitted to go to his friends.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
James ltlurray £3 14s. 4d., for Militia duty.

Commissions issued to Isaac Reid, appointed First Lieu-
tenant, Nehemiah lYlesseck,appointed Second Lieutenant,
John Treyford, appointed Ensign, of a Company of Militia
<"'3l\edthe Friendship's Company, in Dorchester County.

'.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John

Bullen £Sl lOs., for two Horses.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Barton

Tabbs £7 Is. 6d., for medical attendance at St. George's
Camp.

William Matthews, of Captain Gunby's Company, is dis-
charged.

Ordered, That TJTestern-ShoreTreasurer pay to John
Bullen £5 15s., for sundries, per Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Peter Shaw £ 10
lOs., for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel John En-
nalls £21, for Militia duty.

.Permit granted to Thom~s .Waters, Master of Sloop Bal-
t$more Hero, to go to Jtlartzmque or any other foreign port,

he halring given bond with security, agreeable to the Resolves
of Convention.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, September17,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Isaac
Vanbibber, for use of Seth Paddock, £25 lOs., for amount
of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay t6) John Leypold £2
15s., for Express.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Cap-
tain Henry Shaaff £60 12s. 2d., for Militia duty.

OrdeTi'd, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Cox £69
lOs. 2d., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That saie. Treasmer pay to Captain John
Smith £39 5s. lad., for Militia duty.

.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to J08. Robson £ 16
Ss. Sd., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Richard Sprigg
£40 12s. 6d., for Cannon.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Francis Sqnderson
£428 13s., for copper Camp-Kettles.

Copy of Letter No. 182 was sent to Robert Alexandf,r,
Esquire.

Ordered, That western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
Richard Barnes £ 145 17s. 3d., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James West £5,
for Boa tage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Dr. John Parnham
42s. 3d., for Militia Utensils.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Basil
Brooke £6 8s., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Thomas
Watkins £600, for inlisting a Flying-Camp Company.

Warrants issued to Thomas Watkins, appointedCaptain,
Levi Lawrence, First Lieutenant, 'l'homas Todd, Second
Lieutenant, and John Jiams, Jun.) Ensign, of a Company
for Flying-Camp.

Ordered, That Dr. Richard Tootell be requested to re-
move any Soldiers of infectious disorders, to be nursed in
private houses.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Dr.
James Brohon £ 12 19s., for amountof Account.

Ordered, That Eastern-Shore Treasurer pay to William
Traverse £367 6s. lOd., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to William
Traverse £74 9s., for ditto.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joseph Duvall £4
17s. 3d., for apprehending Deselters.

Ordered, That Mr. Stephen Steward take possession of
all the Military Stores, Guns, and Rigging of the Schooner
Resolution.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Uriah Forrest, for use of Abm. Barnes, S. Belwood, and
C. Chesley, £19 3s. 4d., for amount of his Account.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, September 18, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

OrdeTl'd, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Peter
Chaille £85 9s., for amount of Account.

Mr. Nicholas Thomas, appointed a Member of this Board,
attended, and having taken the oath prescribedby the Con-
vention, took his seat accordingly.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
Jeremiah Jordon £79 6s. 2d., for Militia Accounts.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Parson £ 1~
15s., for Boatage.

Ordered, That said Treasure~ pay to William Akers 15s.,
for ditto.

Ordered, That said Treasurer' pay to Colonel Jeremiah
Jordon £3 13s. 6d., for repairing Guns.

Permit was granted Josh. Hayman, commander of Sloop
Betsey, to go to Caiman, or any otber foreign port.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Bullen £40, to be accounted for.
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Ordered, That TVestern-ShoreTreasurer pay to Captain
James Nicholson £514, for pay of Defence Ship's Crew.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to CAristian Rhebeck
£7~ 15s., for Priming-Wires and Brushes.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Major Thomas
Snowden £ 78 18s., for Gun Carriages.

Ordered, That a Court-Martial be held for the trial of
Captain John Fordleroy, of the Twenty-Eighth Uattalion.

That Major J'rIatthew Driver be President of the said
Court, and the following persons Members of the same:
Captains Thomas Hughlett, Vincent Price, John iUitchell,
Nathaniel Potter, Josh. Douglass, Peter Richardson, and
Henry Easson, Jun.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
James Nicholson £934 8s. Sd., currency, on account of
Defence.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Oliver Whiddon
£3 ] Os., for a Musket.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Frederick TeemIJ
£224, for the Bounty of a Company 10l'Flying-Camp.

Warrant issued to Frederick Teems, appointed Captain
of a Company in Baltimore County.

Copy of Letter No. 183 was sent to Colonel William
Buchanan.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, September 19, 1776,

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to James
Roystone £2 6s. 6d., for amount of Account.

Mr. Tilghman attended.

James Cunningham and William TomUnson permitted to
pass through any part of the Western-Shore, and not to
depart without leave of this Board, they being prisoners from
Lord Dunmore's Fleet.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to James
Cunningham £3, for his S"ubsist while on parole.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Tomlinson
30s., for his Subsist while on parole.

MI'. William Hindman transmits to the Council of Safety,
by the hands of Mr. Gibson, unsigned Bill of Credit amount-
ing to £9,625, which Mr. Harwood, Western-Shore Treas-
urer, acknowledges the receipt of.

Ordered, That TYestern-S/tOre Treasurer pay to Captain
Cooke £ 150, on account of Ship Defence.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores deliver to Captain
Cooke two bolts of Oznaburgs, for the Ship Defence's use.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Patrick
Bourk £5 Os. IOd., for Express,

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Tuck £4,
for Ex press.

The following list of effects was delivered to the Board
by Colonel Waters, which was taken off the Island in Somer-
se'tt County: 3 clincker-built Boats, 2 casks of Train-Oil,
200 weight old iron or thereabouts, 1 Long-Boat, 1 Flat,
I large Long-Boat, 1 Yawl, 2 hogsheads Rum, 1 small
Schooner that will carry about two hundred hushels.

Ordered, That the Flat and large Long Boat be sent up
to Annapolis by the first convenient opportunity, and tbat
the other effects in the above list mentioned, be sold at
publick sale to the highest bidder, undel' the direction of
Colonel Peter Waters, after ten days' notice given of such
a sale, and that the money be lodged in the hands of the
Eastern-Shore Treasl1l'er, subject to the order of Conven-
tion; and Colonel Waters is requested to calise any repairs
to be made that may be necessary to the above-mentioned
Flat.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Goldsborough £ 150, on account of his Company.

Ordered, That Captain Goldsborough be requested to
purchase fourteen Muskets, if they can be purchased at £4
IOs., each, well fitted with Bayonets.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores deliver to Captain
Goldsborough fifteen Camp-Kettles and ninety Priming-
Wires and Brushes. .

Commissions issued to William Schoolfield, appointed

First Lieutenant, George Schoolfield, Second Lieutenant,
and Brittain Powdl, Ensign, of a Company in the Se\Oen-
teenth Battalion of Militia.

Also, to Ballard Bozman, appointed Second Lieutenant,
and James Curtis, Ensign, of a Company in ditto. Also,
to William Waller, appointed Ensign, in a Company in
ditto.

Also, to Benjamin Schoolfield, appointed Captain, Thos.
Jones, First Lieutenant, and Samuel Dixon, Second Lieu-
tenant, of a Company in ditto.

Copy of Letter No. 184, was sent to Colonel Joseph
Sim.
.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Levi
Covington, £224, fOL'Bounty for a Company of Flying-
Camp Militia.

Warrant issued to him for the purpose aforesaid.

Ordered, That Samuel Messersmith be requested to
deliver to Captain Brooke all the Guns in his possession
belonging to the publick, after repairing the same.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, September 20, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday, except Mr.
Thomas.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Uriah Forrest, £ 161 Is. IOd., for account of his Com-
pany.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Gibson, £2
12s. 6d., for amount of his Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel Richard
Barnes, £ 16 Is. 6d., for amount of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel Richard
Barnes, £4 8s. 4d., for Sundries furnished Captain For-
rest's Company.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Lucas, 14s.
6d., for cash paid Richard Pottenger, for Medicine for
Lucas.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Michael Lowe, £] 2 17sAOd., for the service of his Com-
pany.

Commissions issued to T/wmas Wilcoxen, appointed First
Lieutenant, William King, Second Lieutenant, and John
Evans, Ensign, of Captain ltIichael Lowe's Company of
Militia, in Prince George's County.

Warrant granted to Mr. Nicholas Norwood, to raise a
Company of Men, agreeable to the Resolves of the late
Convention.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to said
Norwood, £234, for Bounty Money.

Ordered, That Captain Vernon Hebb and Mr. Timothy
Bowes, or either of them, dispose of, for the use of this
State, such part of the Captures lately made out of Dun-
more's fleet, that may be deemed perishable or wasting.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, September 21, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday, except Mr. Plater.
Warrant granted to Andrew Hynes, appointed to raise a

Company of Men, a~reeable to the Resolutions of the late
Convention.

Orde'red, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Lieu-
tenant Ezekiel Cox, for the use of Captain Hynes, £234,
for Bounty of above Company.

Captain George Beall and Hezekiah J'rlagruder, ap-
pointed Inspectors of George- Town Warehouse, in the
Lower District of Frederick County.

Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to
Oliver rVhiddon, £3, for a Musket.

Adjourned till J'rIonday,ten o'clock.

Monday, September 23, 1776,

Coullcil met. Present as on Saturday.

Warrant granted to Richard rVilson, of Queen Anne's
Connty, to raise a Company of Militia, agreeable to the
Resolves of tbe late Convention.

.ordered,.. That the Western-Shore Tt'easurer pay to
Ru:hard Wzlson, £4Q9 for Bounty, and one month's pay.
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WarraOt granted to Robert llarriss, of Harford County,
fo raise a Company as above.

.ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Robert
Harriss £429, for Bounty and one month's pay.

Copy of Letter No. 186 was sent to Colonel Rumsey.
Ordered, Tilat Western~S'!Ore Treasurer pay to John

Parker 45s., for a Musket.
Warrant granted to Francis Holland, of Harford County,

to raise a Company of Militia, agreeable to the Resolves of
the late Convention.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Francis
Holland £429, fOl'Bounty and Pay of the above Company.

Copy of Letter No. 181 was sent to Colonel Aquila
Hall.

Ordered, That Wtstern-Shore Treasuret pay to Thomas
Edison £ 15, for two and a half months' services as Adju-
tant 10 Colonel James Johnson's Battalion of Militia.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay .to William Niven
£65 10s., for Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Niven,
for the use of Mrs. Pinkney, £5, for rent of her House for
Barracks.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'cloc~.

Tuesday, September 24,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pa' to James

Her'oey £5.
William Jones appointed Inspector of White's Warehouse

in Dorchester County.
The Council of Safety contracted whh Joseph Selby, for

the making two thousand Cartouch-Boxes, Bayonet-Belts,
and Gun-Slings, to be delivered. in one month from ihis date,
at 12s. 6d.

They also contracted with George Gordon, for the making
two thousand Cartouch-Boxes, Bayonet-Belts, and Gun-
Slings, at 12s. 6d.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to George
Gordon £300, on account of above Contract.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
John Dorsey and Major Gaither £ 130, for pUrchase of
Arms.

Ordered, That Mr. Elisha Winters aeliver to. Captain
Joseph Richari/son all the Muskets he IH1sready made for
publick service.

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Kent
Connty, aeliver to Captain Joseph Richardson ten pOunds
of Powder and forty pounds of Lead.

Ordered, That Western~Shore 'Treasurer pay ioGilbert
YeldhaZl £3 5s., fora Gun.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday,Septeml,er 25,1776.
Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Copy of Lf:1tter No. 188 was sent to Thomas Ringgold,
Esq.

. .. ..

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to "William
Tuck £ 18 IDs., for thirty-seven days' attendance as Door-
keeper to the Council.

.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Cailuirine Nixon
30s., for attending Hospital.

Ordered, That said Treasl1rerpay to Selhy ~ Howard
34s. 6d., 101'amount of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joseph Selby £250
on account of his contract for CartouchBoxes. '

Ordered, That Mr. John Yost, of George-Town, deliver
to Lieutenant Frederick Skinner all the Muskets he has
ready made for the publick service.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Lieu-
tenant Colmore Williams £6 2s. 10d., for Board of part
of Captain Bracco's Company.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'c1ock.

Thursday, September 26,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Mr. Thomas attended.

Warrant grantedto WilliamRidgaway, of Queen Anne'll
County, to raise a Company, agl'eeable to the Resolves of
last Convention. '

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer. pay ii> Lieo-
tellant Mark Benton, for the use of Captain Ridgaway,
£429, ror Bouuty and one month's Pay.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Dr. J. Hall, of
Colonel Grijftth's Battalion of Flying-Camp, £20, for ad-
vance.

Copy of Letter No. 189, was serit to Captain James
Nicholson.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Bullen £200 for the purchase of two Horses, a Cart, or light
Wagon, arid proper Geers.

Copy of Letter No. 190, was sent to the Committee of
Baltimore County.

Passport was granted to Josh. Dowson, Arch. Chisolme,
and Negroes ClEsarand Jack, in the Boat Sally, to pass to
and from Potowmack, Great Wicomico, Rhappahannock,
Pearketank, York River, and James River.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Daniel Claysaddle, £54 1s. 6d., for travelling expenses of
his Company fromHagers-Town to Philadelphia, in lieu
of rations.

Commissions issued to Captain Daniel Claysaddle, Lieu-
tenant Frederick Nichodemus, Lieutenant David Harry
Ensign Mathias Hkkman, of a Company of Militia i~
Washington County.

Ordered, That Commissaryof Stores deliver to Messrs.
Lux, Purviance, and Steward, one ton of Gunpowder for
the Continental Frigate at Baltimore.

Warrant issued to Thomas Noble Stockett, appointed
Second Surgeon's Assistant to Colonel William Richardson's
Battalion of Flying Camp.

The Council contracted with Charles White for makinu
one thousandgood, substantial hickory Pike Staffs, at 1:'
6d. each, seven hundred and fitly whereof to be delivered
by the 15th of November, and the residue by the first day of
December next.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Mr.
William Patterson twenty bolts of Canvass.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, S'epiembtir27, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Wil-
liam Niven a quantity of Steel sufficient for to make a Pike
as a sam pie.

Warrant issue? to Wi?liamPatterson to inlist twenty-five
men for the Manne service.

Ordered, That Western-ShoreTreasurer pay to Jacob
Reasor £90 14s. 8d., for repairing Guns.

Copy of Letter No. 191 was sent to the Deputies in
Congress; No. 192 to Messrs. Willing ~ Morris; No. 193
to the honourable the Secret Committee in Congress; No.
194 to Messrs. Lux ~ Bowley.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
William Patterson £75, for inljsting men as above.

1\djourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, September28, 1771"
Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Copy of Letter No. 195 was sent to Colonel John Read.
Commissions issued to Samuel Evans, appointed Captain

JI.enry Dobson,. ~il'st Lieutenant, Thomas Ramsey, Second
LIeutenant, Wzllzam Stuart, Ensjun, of a Company in
CecilCounty. '"

Ordertd, That Western-ShoreTreasurer pay to John
Steele £55, for a Boat.

Ordered, That saidTreasurer pay to Henry Dobson Tor
the use of Charles. Rumsey, Henry Hollingsworth, 'and
Edward Parker, £;)00, on account of Flying-Camp.

. Ord~red, TIIa~ Edward Parker, of Cecil County, fur-
msh Lmen sufficient .to make Tents for Captain Evans's
COl11patlY,
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William Nevin and Anthony Pinkney, of the City of
Anna'TJolis acrree with the Council of Safety to furnish thel]):r ,

'="with one thousand I31ades for Pikes, at 5s. 6d.currency,
each; the Council of ~afety to find steel sufficient for said
work. Five hundred Blades to be delivered (In or before
~helast day of OctQber,and the whole to be ground, com-
pleted, and finished in a workmanlike manner by the ]ast
day of NQl)e,mber. Said Nevin Sf Pi1!kneyare to rivet and
otherwise fasten the Blades .to the shafts.

Copy of Letter No. 196 was sent to tbe Committee of
Baltimore County; No. 197 to Colonels Rumsey, Hol-
lingsworth, and Major Parker.

Ordered TbatCommissary of Stores deliver to Lieu-
tenant He~ry Dobson, for the use of Captain Samuel
Evans's Company, twelve Camp Kettles, seventy-six C~r-
touch Boxes, Priming-Wires and Brushes, Knapsacks with
Haversacks and Call teens.

Messrs. Ridgely 0/ Howard, of Baltimore County,. re-
quired to furnish two hundred Camp Kettles of the sizes
and dimensions of those heretofore furnished.

Ordered, That when unwholesome provision is furnished
by the victualler or contractor, that the same shall be con-
demned, and a proper quantity in lieu thereof purchased by
the Quartermaster at such rates as he shall agree for, and
that the price be charged to the proper account of the con-
tractor.

Adjourned till Monday, ten o'clock.

Monday, September 30, 1776.

Council met. Preseot3s on yesterday.
Mr. Carroll attended.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John

Davidson £6 15s., for Boatage.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Samuel

Poole, for the use of John Young, £106 5s., for Knap-
sacks, &c.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Clerk £20, for
Expresses and otber purposes.

Commission granted to James Tibbitt, of the Sloop Inde-
pendence, as a Letter of Marque, he giving bond according
to Resolves of Congress.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to David
Stewart, for use of Isaac Vanbibber, by order of Abraham
Vanbibber, two hundred dollars.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, October 1, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
The COIJncilof Safety agree to pay for any Blankets

which TVilliam Parson, Quartermaster, may purchase for
Captain Brooke's Company.

Ordered, That wes(ern,-Shore Tr~a$urer pay to Doctor
John Archer, for use of Richard Dalhouse, £ 100, on ac-
count of his GU,nrnanufactory.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John AubleI' 45s.,
for attending the Hospital.

Mr. Smyth and Mr. Plater attended.
Ordered, That said TreRsurer pay to TVilliam Parran,

Quartermaster, £ 18 2s., for Quartermaster's duty.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Nicholas White

£22 13s., for Gl,lns.
Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

"Wednesday, October 2, 171:6.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to William

Wilkins £300, on account of Fortifications at Annapolis.
Permit granted to TVilliam JUcGarry, master of Sloop

NQ,ncy,to go to. Virginia for Tobacco, and return there-
with to Maryland.

Ordered, That western-Shore Treasurer pay to Oliver
Whiddon £6, for two Muskets.

Dennis Griffith was appointed Ensign of Captain Dea-
kin's Company, of Colonel Griffith's BattaJion of Flying-
Camp MiIitia; and CQIHolissionissued thereon accordingly.

Ordered, That West!Jrn-Shore Treas~lrer pay Chiles
MO/)re f;,5, for Boatage.

Copy of Letter No. 198 was sent to Colonel William
Smallwood.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Samuel
Dorsey £40 ]s., for Tents.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'cIQck.

Thursday, October 3,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday. Mr. Rumsey
attended. .

Ordered, TIJat Western-Shore Treasurer pay Doctor
John Boyd £27 7s. l~d., for Medicine.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Lieutenant John
HartshorTle,for use of Colonel Hughes, £570, on account
of Captain Maxwell's Company.

Commissions issued to James ftilaxwell, appointed Cap-
tain, John Hartshorne, appointed First Lieutenant, William
Johnstone, appointed Second Lieutenant, Adam Glason,
appointed Ensign, of a Company, agreeably to the Resolves
of late Conventioo.

The Councilof Safety purchased,of Major Horsey, the
Schooner Friendship, with the rigging, sail, and. tackle,
aO"reeablyto inventory lodged, for £ 1,000 common money.
Major Ermey agrees to deliver said .vesstJI,fif for s.ea, at
Baltimore- Town; tbe Council QfS.afety agreeIng to mS!J.r~
fi'omcaptures on her way up tbe Bay. Mr. Henry empow-
ered to purchase twenty hogshe,ads of Tobacco, nQt e:1[ceed-
inO"20s. per bqndred weight, and one hundred barrels of
Fiour, at I;laltirrwre prices. Th~ YesseJ .i,s not to, be de-
tained for the Tobacco or Flo!.!r. FlolJr Jo be inspected at
Baltimore, if tbought necessary by the Council of Safet),.
To be ready to take in her cargo within twelve days.

Ordered, ThatWe~(em-Sh9re Treasurer pay to Catha-
rine Minskey ] 5s. Sd., for attending Hospital.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay io Major William
Horsey £300, for above purchase.

.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Edward Timmons
£ 10, for tbree Guns.

Copy of Letter No. t99 was sent to Colonel Hughes.
Ordered, That Commissary of Stores deliver tQ Lie.~-

tenant Hartshorne, for use of Captain ]}laxwell's Com-
pany, eighty-eight Knap, with Haversacks, Cartouch-Boxes,
Bdts, and Slings, Canteens, fifteen Camp-Kettle;;, and
Tents.

Commissions issued to Valentine Creagar, appointed
Captain, Philip Smith, First Lieuteoant, George Neit, Sec-
ond Lieutenant, John Perkinson, Ensign, of a Company
in Frederick County.

.

Commissi()n issued to WilliClm Richqrd,sO,n, appointed
Ensign of Captain Grosh's Company, in Colonel Griffith's
Baualion of Flying-Camp.

Smith Bishop and Joseph Mitchell severally recognized,
in the sum of £100 currency, each, for TVilliam Bartlett,
Townsend's appearance before the Convention,. when called
upon; and thereupon, Ordered, That he be discharged.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, October 4, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Commission issued to Frands HollalJd, appointed Cap-
tain of a Company in Halford County.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Bullen £S lIs. 6d., for IlmO\lot of Account.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Bullen ~£40, for nec.essariesfor Hospital.

John Williams and Thomas Niamber-gh, of Captain
Lonrr's Independent Company, permitted to go to Worces-
ter COlJnty, for the recovery of their health.

Ordered, Tbat Charles Wallace, Esquire, Paymaster,
advance one month's pay to John Williams and Thomas
Niambergh, of Captain Long's Company, ending tbe 3d
instant.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Beriah
Maybury £7 Os. 6d., for Boat-bire.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Ezekiel Towson
£20, to be accounted for.
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The Council of Safety agree with Ezekiel TOUlsonto be
Captain of a Guard for a Magazine in Baltimore County,
he engaging to hire twelve men, not exceeding 45s. per man,
and Captain's pay for himself, and to draw rations.

Ordered, That Comll1i~sary of Stores deliver to Bent.
Edward Hall three bundred yards of coarse Linen, for
tenting; also Cartol1cb-Boxes, Priming- Wil'es and Brusbes,
and Knapsacks, with Haversacks; also, fifteen Camp-Ket-
tles, for Captain Holland's Company.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, October 5, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, Tbat Western-Shore Treasmer pay to Stephen

Stewart £ 1,500, to be repaid in Continental Money, either
at Philadelph1:aor at this place.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William 1'homas
£24, for attending as Adjutant to tbe Twenty-Fifth Bat-
talion of Militia.

Copy of Letter No. 200 was sent to Cravorth i¥' Dugan.
Ordered, That 1\1ajor Tf'illiam Horsey be required to

purebase twenty more bogsheads Tobacco, provided he can
send itup in the Schooner Friendship, and that she be not
delayed for it.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Phillis
Waterman 15s., for attending Hospita1.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Elizabeth Sharpe
40s., for attending Hospita1.

Ordered, Tbat the Paymaster advance to Tf'illimn Wil-
liams, of Captain Gunby's Company, one month's Pay.

Ordered, That Commissary deliver to Nicholas New-
land, of Captain Burne's Company, six yards of Linen.

Copy of Letter No. 201 was sent to Mr. Jesse Hollings-
worth; No. 202 was sent to Lux i¥' Bowley.

Ordered, Tbat C~ptain Fulford be requested to take
into his Company such of the Flying-Camp who bave and
shall be discharged from the Hospital, and that they do
duty with his Company I'egularly, and be under his com-
mand.

Ordered, That Western-Shorerrreasurer pay to Eliza-
beth Hunter 4s. 3d., for Ferriage of General Lee.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Sunday, October 6, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Complaint being made to this Board that General Ste-
phens, from Virginia, had impressed a Pilot of Annapolis,
and confined him, with a view of obliging him, against his
will and inelination, to pilot the Vessel of the said General
Stephens to the Head-oj-Elk, in this State, the attendance
of General Stephens was by them n~quested, who, in con-
sequence thereof, waited on the Board, when Mr. Vice
President, on their behalf, informed him that such conduct
was contrary to the laws of this State, and an in/i-ingement
of the rights of the inhabitants thereof; that if General
Stephens, or any officer of the United States, did or should
stand in need of any assistance from us, we should exert
ourselves to the utmost in procming it; but that it became
our duty, on complaint, to take notice of any violation of
the law.

The General replied that he had the greatest veneration
for the civil law of the land, and should always draw his
sword in support of it; that he by no means intended to
infringe it; but being Ullder a necessity of passing the Head-
of-Elk, in his way to the Camp near New- York, with part
of the Virginia forces, baving no skilful Pilot, and stand-
ing in great need of one, he had at first used some force,
but had afterwards obtained the consent oPtite owner of
the Pilot; that it did not occur to his mind, at that time,
that there was Council of Safety or Convention sittinO', or
even a Justice of Peace; but that he would restoreO the
Pilot of his liberty; ;j.nd desired the Board to procure him
one; which they accordingly did, agreeable to his request.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Monday, October 7, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Ordered, That Western-/:'JllOre Treasurer pay to Doctor

Adam Fisher, foruse of GeorgeBane, £4 6s., Ii)r amount
of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Cleland
£63 6s., for Militia duty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Adam Fisher, for
use of Jacob Boyer, ~MichaelOlbex, and Nic!lOlus Tice
£35 18s. 6d.. for amount of Acconnt. '

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay William
Johnson £ 16 14s. 6d., for amount of' Acconnt.

Ordered, That Charles Wallace, Esq., Paymaster, pay
to TVilliam Ohano, of Captain Burke's Company, one
month's Pay.

John Perry was appointed Surgeon to the Battalion of
Troops raised under the late Resolves of Convention.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Wil-
liam Johnson £3 14s., for amount of Account.

It being represented by Mr. Philip Hill that Thomas
Selby, William Orme, and Leonard Pearce, enrolled in the
Company formerly commanded by Captain Beall now
Captain Bracco's, refuse to join the COiopSnow at the' camp
near New- York, this Board requestCaptain Aaron Beall,
Jun., to send them under the gliard of a Sergeant and six men
of his Company to this place, as speedily as possible.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Chamberlaine £2 9s., for amount of Account.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, October 8, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Commission issued to Michael Wallace, appointed Sur-

geon to Colonel Smallwood's Battalion of reO'ularforces.
Also. to Francis Neale, appointed Surge;n Assistant to

said Battalion.
Ordered, That Western-ShoreTreasurerpay to Jeremiah

Satchwell 40s., for a Gun.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel Tf'illiam

Fitzhugh for use of Josh. Vanswearingen, £:3 7s. 9d., for
amount of Account.

Commissions issued to Benjamin Bradford appointed
Captain, and William Smith Second Lieutenant, of a Com-
pany in Eighth Battalion in Harford County.

Ordered, That the Memorial against Captain Joseph
Byus, be taken into consideration on Thu.rsday, the 24th
day of October next, and he is hereby directed to attend
tlJfJCouncil of Safety on that day, to answer the charge

. against hinl aJleged: John Hubbert, John Lee, and Sar~h
Lee, Elijah Marshall, Judah JUarshall, William Bermelly,
Samuel Hubbert, and WilHam Fraizer, of Dorchester
County, being OI"?ered \0 attend and .te~)tif~their knowledge _

of, and concermng the facts eontamed m the Memorial
aforesaid.

Ordered, Th~t Charles Wallace, Esq., Paymaster, ad-
vance one month s Pay to John Pratt, of Captain Thomas's
Company. I

Ordei'ed, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay Lieutenant
Levin Lawrence £50, to be accounted for.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Lamb £5
lOs., for Boatage.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, October 9,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Dr.

TViliiam Smyth £4 16s., for attendance on Captain Dean's
Company.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to GeorO'c
Hanson 15s., for cleaning Guns.

b

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Richard-
son, by order and for tbe use or-Abraham Vanbibber six
hundred and thirty dollars. '

Ordered, That s~id Treasurer pay to Stephen Steward,
for Llseof Jesse Holhngsworth, £800, to be accounted for.

The ~ommittee of Observ~tion !or Q~een Ann's County,
return a hst of the number of mhabnants m Toun-llundred.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores deliver to Thomas
Tudd fifteen Camp Kettles.

Copy of Letter No. 203 was sent to Jesse HolHngsworth.
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Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Mark
Benton £ 17 lOs., for amount of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain James
Tootle £47 5s. 5d., for account about Magazine.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, October 10, 1776.

Committee met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Gil-

chriest Sf Richqrdson £15, for Boatage.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Peter Heron] Os.,

for Ferriage.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jellifer Sf Hooe

£48 10s., for outfit of Sloop 1J;lolly.
Copy of Letter No. 204 was sent to Colonel Henry

Hollingsworth; No. 205 to Colonel Bond and Major John
Taylor.

Copy of Letter No. 206* was sent to Mr. William John-
son; No. 207 to Mr. Amos Garrett; No. 208 to Dr.
Francis Neale.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Bent.
Edward Hall, for use of Amos Garrett, £ 100, for Arms
and Blankets.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jacob Morriss, for
use of Thomas Bond and John Taylor, £300, for ditto.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores at Baltimore- Town
deliver to Captain Harriss, eighty-six CartOuch Boxes,
Belts, Canteens, Knapsacks with Haversacks, and sixteen
Camp-Kettles.

.

Commission issued to William Ewing, appointed Ensign
of Captain Morriss's Company, in the Eighth Battalion of
Militia.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Buckley £6, forone month's Adjutancy to Colonel Rumsey's
Battalion of Militia.
, Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Oliver WMddon
£3 lOs., foJ'a Gun.

Ordel'ed, That said Treasurer pay to Robert Christie,
Esq., £10917s. 6d., for detention of two Vessels sunk;at
Otter-Alarm.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Melchor Keener
£41 7s. 6d., for ditto.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to William
Worth £126 5s. lOd., for sinkage of Vessels at Otter-
Alarm.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Clarke £52
15s., for ditto.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Rubert Johnson
£ 105 Is. lId., for ditto.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, October 11, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Gordon £400, on account of contract for Cartouch Boxes.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Catharine Nixon
15s., for amount of Account.

Copy of Letter No. 209 was sent to Dr. Michael Wal-
lace.

Council of Safety advertise for five thousand pair of
Shoes.

Copy of Letter No. 210 was sent to Colonels Veazey
and Thomas, Majors Rumsey and Clayton.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Gordon, foruse of Gerard Hopkins, £ 12 6s. 6d., for amount
of Account.

Commission of Reprisal issued to James Handy, of the
Harlequin Privateer, mounting six swivels, he having given
bond according to Resolve.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Robert
Ridge £3 16s. 9d., foJ'amount of Account.

William Barker appointed Inspector of the Warehouse
at Nanjemoy, in Charles County.

Ordered, That western-Shore Treasurer pay to James
Maynard £3 10s., for amount of Account.

"[All Letters of the Council of Safety after No. 205 are missing.]
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Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Aquila Randall
£24, fOt'four months' Adjutancy.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Thomas
Watkins £200, for to purchase Arms and Blankets.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Selby Sf Howard
£400, on account of Contract.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel Peter
Waters £391 2s. 5d., for amount Account.

Mr. Benjamin King appointed Captain of the Schooner
Resolution, and the Council of Safety agree to pay him the
same wages and merchants' pay, and empower him to pro- .
cure hands to man hel'.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to BenJa-
min King £50, on account of Schooner Resolution.

Copy of Letter No. 211 was sent to Captain Joseph
Handy.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, October 12, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore TreasllJ'er pay to James

Tilghman, Esq., for use of John Perry, £15, for one
month's Pay.

Copy of Letter No. 212 was sent to the several recruiting
Captains under the late Convention Resolve.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Daniel
and Samuel Hughes £500, on account Cannon Contract.

Ordered, That Eastern-Shore Treasurer pay to Ring-
gold Sf Hemsley £500, to be accounted for.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Thomas
Smyth, Esq., £500 currency, on account of Gondolas.

Commissions issued to Andrew Hynes, appointed Captain,
Isaac McCrakl~n, First Lieutenant, Eztkiel Cox, Second
Lieutenant, and John Jacobs, Ensign, of a Company in
Frederick County, raised to compose part of the Flying-
Camp.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Stephen
Johnson £54, for amount Account.

Commissions issued to Edward Cockey, appointed Colo-
nel, Joshua Stevenson, Lieutenant-C010nel, Micajah Merry-
man, First Major, Stephen Cromwell, Second Major, John
Robert Hollyday, Quartermaster, of the Gunpowder Upper
Battalion, in Baltimore County.

Ordered, That TYestern-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Davidson, for use of Blair McClenechan, by order and for
use of Vanbibber Sf Harrison, £300 currency.

Copy of Letter No. 213 was sent to Captain Andrew
Hynes; No. 214 to Samuel Boone.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Lieutenant Isaac 1J;/cCreakin,for use of Captain Isaac
Hynes, £620, to be accounted for.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel John Still
£147 2s. 3d., for amount Account. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Oster and
John ]}/iller £2 lOs. cmrency, for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Oliver Whiddon
£3 currency, for a Musket.

Ordered, That Eastern-Shore Treasurer pay to Thomas
Tibbles £7, James Wrench £7, John Hall £6 6s., James
Earl Denny £6 lOs., Solomon Jones £6 10s., Matthew
Lewis Barnett £7, for collecting and ascertaininO' the
number of souls in Talbot County. "

Permit was granted to John Patterson, master of the
Schooner Industry, to go to Hispaniola, he having given bond
and lodged manilests, according to Resolve of Convention.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Abra-
ham Haff 40s., for amount of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Gilchriest Sf Rich-
ardson £13 15s. cUl"fency,fOl'amount Account..

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Francis Linthicum
£4 10s., for a Gun and Bayonet.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Benjamin Rumsey
£9 16s., for fourteen days' attendance in Council of Safety.

Adjourned till Monday, ten o'clock.

Monday, October 14, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday
41



643 MARYLAND COr~CIL OF SAFETY,~OC'fOBERJ 1776. 644

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Stephen
Stewart £1000, currency, to be accounted for. .

Ordered, That sa,id Treasurer pay to George Garston
£8, for Pilotage.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Elizabeth Dune
21s., for amount of Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Catharine Dixon
12s. 6d., for amount of Account.

The Council of Safety deliver to Captain Brooke nine
Musl~ets.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay Thomas
and John Dorsey £ 17 2s. 8d., for amount Account.

MI'. Nicholson attended.
Ordered, That Westem-Shore Treasurer pay to James

Hutchings £228 15s. 4d., for amount ACCOUtlt.
The Council of Safety appointed Captain Keltie to rig

and get the Schooner Ninety-Two fit for sea, she being
bought of Cravath Sf Dugan for £800 cUl'l'ency.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Keltie £50, to be accounted for.

Adjourned till !le~t day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, October 15,1776..

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Commissary of Stores deliver to Colonel

Fitzhugh ten pounds of Powder, he having supplied Militia
with that quantity.

Ordered, That We$tern-Shore Treasurer pay to .samuel
Dorsey £500, on account of Cannon COQtract.

Copy of Letter No. 215 was sent to Colonel Thomas
Hughes; No. 216 to Ben. Edward Hall.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Cum-
berland Dugan £ 1000, to be accounted for. ..

Ordered, That T¥estern-Shore Treasurer pay to Cum-
berland Dugan £800, for Schooner Ninety- Two.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Philemon Warfield,
for use of .Matthew Hammond, £4 4s., for Quartermaster-
ship.

Commissionissued to John Carlisle, appointed First
Lieutenant, William Young, Second Lieutenant, and Robert
Morgan, Ensign, of Captan Holland's Company of Flying-
Camp.

Copy of Letter No. 217 was sent to Captain Francis
Holland.

Ordered, That such of the Privat~s who have inlisted
in the Company of Captain Nicholas Norwood, and will
not serve in Captain Deem's Company, be discharged.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Fred-
erick Teems£200, to be accountedfor.

Copy of Letter No. 218 was sent to JQhn Hanson, Esq.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John

Hanson, Esq., £ 100, for and on account of Tory Prisoners.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Dr. Adam Fisher,

for use of Jacob Schley, £52 18s" for amount Account.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay tQDr. Richard Tootell

£71 19s. 9d., for amount Account.
Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, Ocl()ber 16,1776.

Cmmc)J met. Pre~ent as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John

Little 40s., for a Musket.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Matthew Patten

£3 ] Os., for amount of Account.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Erasmus Uhler

£56 2s. 6d., fOl'amount Account.
Ordered, That Charles Wallace, Paymaster, advance to

Jesse Selby, of Captain WatkiT/3.'sCompany, one month's
Pay.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Richard
Bryan 30s., for going Express.,

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Nicholas Thomas
£22 4s., for twenty-seven days' attendance and itinerant
charges.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel James
Murray £8 Is., for amount Account.

Josiah Hall, of Harford County, return to the Council
of Safety $160, with his warrant, he being appoinierJ Third
Lieutenant of the Rifle Company to be raised in said
County, which said sum the Western-Shore Treasurer
acknowledges to bave received.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to David
Evans £6 12s. Sd., for amount Account.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

ThIir~<lI}Y, October 17, 1776.

Council met. Pre~ent as on yesterday. .

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Nicholas
Hall, for use of John Robert Hollyday, £91 10s. 6d., for
amount Account. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Contee
£9 19s. 6d., for amount Account.

Copy of Letter No. 219 was sent to Mr. JacobSchley;
No. 220 to Vernon Hobb and Timothy Bowers; No. 221
to George Wells.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
llarry, for use of George Wells, £400, on account Row-
Galleys.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, October 18, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Copy of Letter No. 222 was sent to JesseIIollingsworth;

No. 2:23 to the Continental Board of War; No. 224 to Col-
onel Charles Rumsey.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to George
Crooke £3 15s., for Wagon age.

Ordered, That Commissary of Provisions supply Cap-
tain Patterson with what Provisi.on he may want.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Luke Maybury, for LISeof Captain Samuel Hawkins Bayne,
£ 17 6s., lor Account.

Copy of Letter No. 225 was sent to James Claypole.
Council of Safety contract with Nicholas lYlcCubbin for

making 1,250 pairs Shoes, at 11Zs. currency per pa.ir,and
Orden'd, That Western-ShQre Treasurer pay to said

1YlcCubbin£300 currency, for above purpose.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Dr. John Parnham,

for use of Josias Hawkins, £41 9s. 2d. currency, for
amount Account.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clocK.

Saturday, October 19, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Daniel

Falkin £2 9s. 4d., for amount Account.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Smoot £2

6s. Sd., for amount Account.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Major Thomas

Snowden £ 10 1 3s. 4d., for Gun-Carriages.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to James
Cheston £31 lOs., for amount Account.

Ordered, That saw Treasurer pay to Bennett Ryley £ 1
128., amount Account. I

Commissions issued to Robert Harris, appointed Cap-
tain, William Cole, First Lieutenant, Benjamin Scott, Sec-
ond Lieutenant, and James Steele, Ensign, of a Company
in Harford County, raised to compose part of the Flying-
Camp.

Ordered, Tbat Western-Shore Treas\1rer pay to Robert
Harris £ 75, to be accounted for.

Ordered, That Commissary Qf Stores at Annapoli$ de-
liver to Captain lIarris eighty-two Priming-Wires and
Brushes.

The charge against William Bartlet Townsend havjng
been referred to the consideration of the Council of Safety
by the Convention, he was thereupon called upon, and at-
tended, and sundry Depositions against him being read, and
several witnesses being examined, relative to the charge
against him, it was Ordered, That he be discharged upon
bis given bond with security, in the penalty of £1000 cur-
rency, for his future good behaviour.
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William Bart7et Townsend, Cornelius Dl:ckinson, and
Joseph Gray Taylor, recognized the principal in the sum of
£ 1000 f(Jr his good behaviour, and that he will not COlTes-
pond in any manner with, act, aid, or any way assist the
en~mirs of America, and be of future good behaviour; the
securities in £333 6s. Sd., each.

Ordered, That he pay all expenses incurred in the pros-
ecution of the above charge.

Ordered, That his Estate be delivered him upon his
paying the Committee of Observation for Worcester County,
and Bartlet Townsend, respectively, all the expenses in-
curred.

Basil Clarkson, of Dorchester County, was discharged;
and, thereupon, it was .

Ordered. That his Property be forthwith returned him.
Jesse Selby, of Captain Long's Company, discharged

from the service of this State.
Ordered, That the Paymaster advance one month's Pay

to Jesse Selby.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay William

Traverse £Q6 6s. 4d., for Militia duty.
Adjourned till Monday, ten o'clock.

In Convention, October 18, 1776.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety be empowered to
hear and determine on the case of William Bartlet Town-
send, of Worcester County, and to pass such judgment
therein as in their discretion they may think fit.

Extract from the Minutes: G D
. Cl k. UVALL, er.

Depositions against TOWNSEND and SCARBROUGH.
September 12, 1776.

SIR: Upon request of your wife, I was this day going to
a Magistrate, to give my deposition respecting your case;
but am informed the Magistrate will not take it, but refers
me to the Committee, and time will not permit the caHing,
and my going before the Committee for that purpose, at this
time.

I am informed that you charge my oath against you as the
principal cause of your present troubles. This is to assure
you that I never to my knowledge swore an oath against
you that could, in my opinion, injure you, was it fairly laid
before the honourable Convention; nor indeed cou1d I, with
truth. I cannot now charge my memory what the several
questions was that were asked me about you in Committee,
or what my particular answers, if I said any thing that was
construed to show that you intended to go on board any of
the fleet under the command of Lord Dunmore, introduce
the King's forces, or raise an army to join them. I do now
solemnly declare that I never intended so to be understood,
and, if called upon, would, at any time, make affidavit of it.
But, as I said before, I scarce know the particulars of my
oath before the Committee, as being a close prisoner, and
under fear and apprehension. Yet, be assured, I was not
so scared or surprised as to have sworn what I understand
you have heard of.

Your obedient serva.nt,
To Mr. William Barkley Townsend.

JOSIAH ROBINS.

November 16, 1775.

The Deposition of Edward Pettitt, being of full age, de-
poseth and saith, That he lay at Josiah Robins's the nil1ht
before last, and waking before day, about an hour, (as "he
apprehended,) he heard some person come to the house, on
which MI'. Robins got up and asked him to sit down by the
fire; u pan which he heard the said Robins and the person
then cOIIJe talking, but did not give attention till he heard
the said Robins say, "talk easy, Pettitt is up stairs;" upon
which this deponent got up and went down -immediately,
and asked who had been there so early, and Robins said,
"Benjamin Butler." This deponent said he was early.
Robins said he only came on an errand, and was gone, and
said he was afraid the horses were in the field, and went out
hastily; upon which the said Pettitt told him if he \vould
drive the~ll up his horse would follow, and then went to one
of his neighbours. When he came back, said Robins was
gone. He then asked Mrs. Robins where her husband was.
She was slow in answering till she sent the boys out, and

then told this deponent that her husbann was gone to Wil-
liam Barkley Townsend's, that Lel'in Townsend hud been
on board the man-of-war and brought powder aud shot
enongh to his father, and what they called Tories were all
meeting in order to have it delivered, as it would not be safe
to keep it in one place, and when they had di\'ided the
same they were to give the man-of-war notice, and he was
to send up to their assistance, that the matter might be put
an end to in a short time-some time between this and
Christmas.

Taken before

EDWARD PETTITT.

JOHN SELBY.

November 15, 1775.

Mary Robbins, wife of Josiah Robbins, being sworn on
the Holy Evangels of Almighty God, deposeth and saith:
That on the 15th of November, 1775, in the rnorninl1of the
same day, Benjamin Butler, came to the house of her said
husband, and inquired whether there was any person in his
house except his family; her husband made answer that
there was; upon which they went out, and after some time
her husband carne in, and told her he was going to a certain
William Barcklay Townsend's; that a certain Levin Town-
send had been down to Norfolk, on board the man-of-war,
and had brought up a quantity of ammunition, and that all
those who were for the King were to go down to the said
William B. Townsend's, to get their share of the ammuni.
tion; and that the said Levin Townsend had brought a paper
from on board the said man-of-war that they were to sign;
and that the said Levin Townsend was to set out this day
on his return to the man-of-war; and that if there was a suf-
ficient number of signers to the aforesaid paper, they were
to have assistance immediately from the said man~of-war.

The above deposition taken before JOHN SELBY.

November 25, 1775.

Josiah Robins, of lawfill age, being called upon by the
Committee of Worcester COUllty,deposeth and saith: That
on Wednesday morning, the 15th instant, some little time
before day, came Benjamin Butler to his house, and after
he had been there some time, he asked this deponent if
there was any body there besides his own family, and he
made answer that Pettitt was up stairs; he then gave this
deponent a touch and desired him to walk out, and upon
his going out with said Butler, said Butler told this depo-
nent that Levin Townsend had come horne, and that it was
said that he had been on board the man-of-warat Nvrfolk,
and that he had brought salt and ammunition, and it was to
be had there, and requested this deponent to bring his gun
as there was to be a muster there; in consequence of which
this deponeut went immediately off to Townsend's, and
arrived there,' as he believes, about nine o'clock, at which
time there was about fifteen people, some of whom were
armed; and that !-evin Townsend ?sked this deponent, as
this deponent belIeves, to go up staIrs; and then told him
he must swear to keep secret what should be discovered to
him, and at the same time asked him if he did not want
salt; upon this deponent asked him where the salt was to
be had; he told him it was no matter, and immediately
swore him; that this deponent heard William B. Townsend
say that salt would not do without ammunition; and that
deponent heard some of the company say, that they heard
Levin Townsend say, that when they returned they would
not come alone. J R -

OSIAS OBINS.

JOHN SELBY.Before

November 25,1775.

Joshua Selby, of lawful age, being called upon by the
Committee, deposeth as follows: That he was at William
R Townsend's on Sunday, the 12th instant, when he heard
Levin Townsend say that he had been on board the man-
of-war five days; that MI'. William Allen was at the said
TFilliam B. Townsend's, and endeavoured to persuade him
to appear before the Committee; that said Townsend de-
clared that he would die before he would be taken, 01' sub-
mit to the punishment which he supposed the Committee
would inAict on him; and further this deponent saith, that
early on the Wednesday morning foilowing, Benjamin But-
ler came to this deponent, and asked him to go down to
William B. Townsend's, that there was salt to be got there
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cheaper than it could be got at Snow-Hill; that Bntler told
bim the orders they had, was to carry loaded guns; that
this deponent accordingly went to Townsend's, and when
he aot there, he was carried up stairs, and sworn to keep
secr~t by Levin Townsend, (son of William B. Townsend;)
that on his being sworn, he asked said Townsend for what
purpose it was? Townsend replied, to keep secrecy that they
were going for salt. This deponent asked when they were
going? Townsend replied, it was no matter when, if you
will go with us, I ",ill tell you. This deponent replied he
could not 0"0, for that he could not leave home. That this
deponent then asked him (Townstnd) what he would do if
he brought salt, and the people attempted to take it from
him; that Townsend replied, he should not come without
help. That this deponent saw the above-mentioned Levin
Townsend at a desk, as he supposed, taking down the names
of the people who were to go with him for salt, and that
the following persons were attending the said Townsend,
as this deponent apprehended, giving in their names for
that purpose, to wit: William Dickerson, BenJamin Selby,
Thomas Moore, Thomas Cluff, Hugh Cestry, and Solomon
Butler. And this deponent further saith, that he hath not
seen any of those persons since the time above-mentioned,
and supposes they are gone on the aforesaid design.

JOSHUA SELBY.

JOHN SELBY.Taken before

November 25,1775.

William Townsend, being called upon by the Committee
of Worcestel' County, deposeth and saith: That on wed-
nesday, the 15th day of November, it being the day before
William B. Townsend and company embarked, he was
at William B. Townsend's house where he believed there
might be sixty or seventy men, many of whom were armed.
That William Barclay Townsend and son Levin told this
deponent that Luke Townsend was to procure a load of
salt, ready for them at Norfolk, and asked this deponent if
he was willing to go along with them for it. That it was
necessary to keep it a secret from the Committee, and for
that purpose Levin Townsend administered an oath of
secrecy to this deponent. That he believes the same oath
was administered to numbers that were there that day.
That the said William B. Townsend said he wanted friends
enou"h to attend him as might prevent the salt from being
destr~yed. And this deponent further heard Levin Town-
send say he was on board the man-of-war at Norfolk. That
he, this deponent, has often heard the said William B.
Townsend say, he would never submit to the measures of
the Committee.

Taken before
"\'VILLIAM TOWNSEND.

J. MITCHELL.

November 25,1775.

Samuel Parker, of lawful age, being sworn on the Holy
Evangels of Almighty God, deposeth and saith: That Ben-

jamin Schochley met with this deponent at John Smith's
about a fortnight ago, and requested him to meet Captain
Schoolfield's company at Nasaingo Bridge, and to carry
his gun and ammunition with him; that this deponent asked
said Schochley what he wanted him to go for; that Schoclt-
ley told him he could not tell for what reason; that he had
opened it to him as far as he dared; that accordingly this
deponent went to the place aforesaid, with his gun, where.
he met with about fifty men, chiefly armed with guns; that
Josiah T¥ard met the company at the bridge, and told them
they were desired to go down to William B. Tounsend's;
that some of the company asked said Ward on what
account they were to go down; that he told William B.

. Tounsend requested they would go down, for that he ex-
pected his house would be to be pulled down; and said
informed them that Captain Schoolfield's company were at
Tonnsend's j and that this deponent saith that the said
Ward informed them that the reason of the said company
being called to said Townsend's was to protect him, which
protection this deponent supposes meant that he was to be
defended if he should be sent for by the Committee; and
this deponent says that he proceeded no farther than the
bridge aforesaid, but immediately returned home.

SAMUEL PARKER.

JOSEPH DASHIELL.Taken before

December 1, 1775.

~Iatthew IIopkins, of lawful aae, being called on by the
Committee of Worcester County, ~eposeth and saith: That,
agreeable to a summons issued by the Committee of Wor-
cester, he, this deponent, waited on TVilliam Bartlett Tuu'Tb-
send, in order to serve tbe same; that when he saw Mr.
Tounsend, he told him he had a summons for him from the
Committee, desirin~ his attention on that day, and said
Tonnsend asked this deponent where this authority was; he
replied,

"
In his pocket," and also saith he took it out, and

gave it to Mrs. Tounsend, who went to the door, and gave
it to a young man, who read it, and said it was a summons,
upon which said William Bartlett Tounsend said, "Well,
tell them, damn them, I shan't wait on them; that he had
waited on them once, and that he should never do it again,
unless they would take him dead;" and further said, that
he said Hopewell and his gang were coming for him, and
said, "Damn them, let them come; that he was ready for
them." And this deponent further saith not.

MATTHEW HOPKINS.

JOHN SELBY.Sworn before

November 25, 1775.

Philip Rain, of lawful age, being sworn, saith: That a
conversation happened between him and Staunton Atkins,
and that said Atkins told him that he must make his will,.
and said deponent asked said Atkins if he was about to die;
said Atkins said he "did not know, for there was like to be
war;" and said deponent asked him, " Where?" and said
Atkins replied, "With the people in the country." This
deponent asked if he was down at William B. Tounscnd's,
and said Atkins replied, " Yes." This deponent also asked
if he carried his gun with him, and he replied,

" Yes," and
further told him there was about seventy guns at said
Tounsend's, and at the same time; and this deponent asked
if his gun was loaded, and he answered, "Yes;" and this
deponent also asked what was the purpose of his going
down there, and said Atkins replied that it was" to defend
William B. Tounsendj" and the question being asked by
this deponent whom it was he understood the said Tounsend
was to be defended against, said he "believed it was
against the proceedings of the Committee."

hi!ol
PHILIP X RAIN,

mark.
JOHN SELBY.Taken before

Thursday Evening.

SIR: On Thursday night William B. Tounsend took
Daniel Boston and his sloop. It is reported tbat he has
seventeen armed man on board the sloop. Tbey are about
one mile below the moutb of the river, aground on tbe mud
banks. DAVID "TILLlAMS.

To Mr. Thomas Bluff.
[The above letter was transmitted to the Committee of Worcester

County, November 17, 1775.]

November 17, 1775.

William Handy, of lawful age, being called upon by the
Committee of T¥orceste,. County, deposeth and saitb: That
he had frequently conversed witb Mr. Abraham Gibbs upon
the subject of the unhappy disputes now existing between
Great Britain and the American Colonies; that the said
Gibbs, some time last fall, winter or spring-, be can't parti-
cularly recollect which, tbis deponent beard the said Gibbs
say tbat tbe Congress he thought either ought or would lose
their heads; and in case the Ministerial troops were sent
over here to lay their hands upon Congress, that he, the
said Gibbs, would be one of the first men who would join
them; but that he has heard the said Gibbs long since
speak much in favour of the American cause, and at differ-
ent times since he has heard Mr. Gibbs speak against the
cause, and condemn the conduct of those wbo were friends
to the cause; and that the latest conversation this deponent
had with tbe said Gibbs, as he believes, was about three
weeks ago, he heard the said Gibbs then express himself
very inimical, aJrhougb not with that degree of violence or
rancout' as he had first heard him express himself respecting
the Congress. WILLIAM HANDY.

Sworn before JOSEPH DASHIELL.
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November 17,1775,

The deposition of Barclay Tounsend, of lawful age,
being called upon by the Committee of Worcester County,
deposeth and saith: That some little time since the rising
of the last Convention of this Province, this deponent was
informed that some of the company that Benjamin Schock-
ley had enrolled, had desired him to attend, at the house of
the said Shockley for the purpose of exercising and instruct-
ing a number of people in the military exercise; that this
deponent accordingly attended, and when he came he had
exercised some of the people who were there; Schockley
proposed to this deponent that he would be their Captain,
but, upon this deponent's refusal, also asked if he would be
their Lieutenant, which he also refused, upon which said
Shockly then told this deponent he had come as a spy; he
also asked this deponent if he had seen their articles; he
said he had; he then asked him how he liked them; why,
he said, he did not know; he found they were something
like the association, or articles of his company; they were
for the King and country. " Yes," said Shockly, "but we
are against Boston." That Shockly afterwards insisted
upon this deponent's hearing the articles read, and when
they were read, they all huzzaed for the King, and pulled
off heir hats; this deponent also cried, Amen, and said he
could huzza for their King, but as he did not pull off liis
hat, said Shockly seemed to be displeased, and that this
deponent was under apprehensions he was unsafe in their
company, and immediately came off.

BARTLEY TOUNSEND.

JOSEPH DASHIELLS.Sworn before

. November 18, 1775.

The deposition of Isaac Hammond, of lawful age, being
called upon by the Committee of Worcester County, depo-
seth and saith: That about four weeks ago he went to a
certain Henry Parker's, where he understood that a num-
ber of people were to assemble for the purpose of entering
into an association contrary to the General Association of
this Province, and that he believes there might be thirty
or forty people, and that a certain article of agreement or
association was handed about for the people to siO'n; the
substance of which this deponent understood was, that all
those persons who signed the same bound themselves to
stand together in "behalf of their King, and to oppose the
measures of the Committee, and to support each other, and
be in readi,ness in twenty-four hours' warning to rescue any
one of their number who should happen to be called before
the Committee, and to resist any attempts to apprehend or
seize any of their said nnmber; and that there was about
seventy who had subscribed the same, and that a certain
Benjamin Shockley was principally active in handing about
the said Association and encouraginO' the People to siO'n the. 0 Co
same, and advised them not to sign the General Association
of the Province. I HSAAC AMMOND.

JOSEPH DASHIELL.Sworn before

November 18, 1775.

The deposition of N~cholas Hamon, of lawful age, being
called on by the ComnJlltee of 1Vorcester County, deposeth
and saith: That he lives in the neiO'hbourhood where theb

article of agreement or association-paper was circulated
which is taken notice of in the deposition of Isaac Ham-
mond, and that they h~ard some of them were to be sent to"
Boston, and they were determined not to go themselves or
suffer any of their neighbours to go, if they could prevent
it; that the association-paper or article of agreement above
alluded ,to, was signed by Benjamin Shockley, amongst a
l1.umber of others. N HICHOLAS AMON.

JOSEPH DASHIELL.Taken before

ACCOMACK County set.:

The deposition of Stephen Rile y,aued twent y-eiO'htYears
h b b "

0
b'or t erea outs, emg duly sworn on the HoJy Evanuels of

Almighty God, deposetll and saith: That on Thursd~y, the
12th of November, 1715, being at Old Point Comfort, he
went on board of Edmund ~carborough's schooner and
arrived that nil;ht at the said ScarborouO'h's house where
he heard William Scarborough tell a n~mber at Edmund
Scarborough's, that the Governour asked him who were the

leading men of the Eastern Shore? and the said Scar-
borough told him, Thomas Teac7de was one, and that if
the Governour would send him a cutter with eight men
he would convey them to the said Thomas Teackle's in the
night, that they might take him, the said Thomas Teac'kle,
and carry him on board of the said cutter: and further this
deponent saith that the said Scarborough said that if the
Governour would send him a tender, with thirty men and
an officer or two, that he would pilot them to every leading
man's house in the County, and carry them to the Gover-
nolll'; and further, this deponent saith that the said Scar-
borough said at the same time that the Governolll' told him
if he would bring him fifteen men who would 'list freely
under him he should have a Captain's commission; if
twenty, a Major's; if thirty, a Colonel's. This deponent
further saith that the Governour told said Scarborough if
he would bring any kind of provisions he should be paid for
it. Further this deponent saith not. S RTEPHEN ILEY.

WILLIAM MATTHEWS.Sworn before

November 30, 1775.

Barckley White being sworn on the Holy Evangels of
Almighty God, deposeth and saith: That Levin Townsend
sent for tbis deponent, and that this deponent accordingly
went, and that when he came to William B. Townsend's
that said Levin Tounsend told this deponent that if he
would go with him to the mouth of Potowmack river
that he might have what salt he wamed very reasonable;
upon which this deponent agreed to go; and on their arrival
at the mouth of the river aforesaid, this deponent asked
where the vessel was that had the salt on board? and the
said Levin Tounsend told this deponent that he always
knew that there was no salt there, and accordingly put this
deponent, with other", under the hatchway, and immediately
pushed offJor Norfolk; and on their arrival at Norfolk that
the said Levin Tounsend and Isaac Costen went on board
of Lord Dunmore's ship, and from their return from board
said ship said Levin Tounsend asked this deponent and
some others if they were willing to serve under Lord Dun-
more, that if they would they should have a suit of regi-
mentals, a guinea and a crown entrance, with their standing
pay; but that Cornelius Dickerson objected to staying; and
that this deponent said he would choose to return home, and
said Levin Tounsend said he could not return till he had
taken an oath, which oath this deponent saith was adminis-
tered to him in Norfolk by a Magistrate, in the Coul't-House,
the contents of which oath this deponent can't well remem-
bel'; that he heard Levin Tounsend say that as he was
manning out a tender to cruise up and down the bay, and
that he should be in a very short time up Pocomoke river,
and that he intended to try and take the Committee of
Worcester County out of their beds in the dead of night and
carry them on board his vessel, and then pmceed as soon as
possible with them down to Lord Dunmore, and that this
deponent heard said Levin Tounsend tell some of tbe com-
pany to look out sharply, that he should be along in a very
short time; and this deponent further saith that Wilh:am B.
Tounsend recommended it to him to inlist under tbe Gov-
ernour, and said that he never would do any thing better for
himself; and that this deponent heard the said William
Barkley Tounsend say he was determined to have revenge
of the said Committee because they looked upon him as a
Tory, and that he was very sorry fOl'James Atkinson, and
wished he had it in his power to get revenge; and further
this deponent saith not. BARKLEY WHITE.

Sworn before JOSEPH DASHIELL.

Dccember 1, 1775,

Hugh Vestery being called on by the Committee of Wor-
cester County, deposeth and saith: That he was sent for by
WilHam B. Tounsend, that this deponent went and carried
a gun, and when he carne to said William B. Tounsend'll
said Tounsend asked this deponent if he did not want salt,
if he did that he might have enough down at the J1fud-
Banks, very cheap, upon which this deponent agreed to go,
and that he set out with sundry others down to the mouth
of the river. Finding there was no vessel there with salt,
agreeable to what Tounsend told him, he asked said Toun-
send where the salt was; the said Tounsend turned it off
with a laugh, and when they we~e off 1tIcrromisco this depo-

\
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Rent, with Thomas Cluff and William Willis, were very
desirous to return home, but Levin Tounsend told them
they had better not, for they most certainly would be banged
if they did return, and advised them to gcrdown to Norfolk
and inlist under Lord Dunmore as soldiers j and wben tbey

were at Jtlerromisco aK)resaid said Levin Tounsend, with
others, went on shore, where they killed a beef and brought
on board uncleaned and said they bought it, and imme-
diately puJled the boat on deck, and ordered tbis deponent,
with sundry others, under the deck, and shut the hatch-
wayan them, and immediately proceeded for Norfolk; and
on the arrival at said place the said Let,in Tounsend and
lsaac Costonwent on board said Lord Dunmore'sship,and
after they returned said Levin Toun:sendasked this deponent
and others if they would inlist under Lord Dunmore, that if
they would they should have a suit of regimentals, a guinea
and a crown at entrance, with the gun and bayonet and
standing pay; to which proposal this deponent objected aud
said he would return home; said Levin Tounsend replied
that he would not rerum home till he took a certain oath,
which oath was administered to this deponent by a person
who he understood was a Colonel, and that the tenour of
said oath, as well as this deponent can recollect, was to
bear faith and true allegiance to his Majesty, and to abjure
all authority of the General Congress, &c.; and this depo-
nent further saitb that he heard said Levin Tounsend say
he was fitting out a tender to cruise up and down the bay
in order to take prizes, and that Isaac Colton was to ,be his
Lieutenant, and that said Levin Tounsend said he should
in a short time be up Pocomoke river, where he intended
to lay his vessel against the cypresses, &c., and then seize
the Committee of Wurcester in the night whilst they were
~Ieep and convey them to Lord Dunmore as speedily as
pO$sible; and further saith that on their return he heard
Corneliw Dickerson say at Accomack County that if he had
thought that he would have been taken up he would most
certainly never have left Boston's vessel, with whom he
went to Norfolk; and further saith that Levin Tounsend
pressed him, tbis deponent, to meet and join him when he
came into Pocomoke; also saith that he saw William B.
Tounsend and Thomas Moore talking very much in private
whilst the said Tounsend w.as in Worcester, and that said
JiVilliamB. Tounsend advised bim whilst in Norfolk to
inlist in Lord Dunmore's service, and that he, this deponent,
heard Levin Tounsend say he expected a large number of
men to join him on his return in Annimessick, and that
Thomas Moore aforesaid went down to Finley's Landing,
from which place this deponent embarked and wbere they
parted, and that Thomas Moore wished t!wm well, and said
he hoped in a sbort time to see them return safe.

HUGH VESTERY.
JOSEPH DASHIELL.Sworn before

DeGember 1, 1775.

Solomon Butler, of lawful age, being sworn, deposeth
and saith: That Levin Tounsend sent for this deponent by
Hugh Vestery, that he wanted to see him and talk to him;
that he went On the Tuesday evening before Tow!.~end went
away; that he (this deponent) was sworn to secrecy, and
Tounsend told him he wanted him to go down to the mouth
of the river, for that there was plenty of salt there very
cheap; and that this deponent accordingly agreed to go,
and went home next morning to get his clothes, and by
Levin Tounsend's directions carried his gun, Tounsend tell-
ing him there was plenty of fowl at the mOUlh of the river;
that he accordingly embarked with Tounsend and his com-
pany; and that in their way down the river they took
possession of Daniel Boston's schooner; that they then

. proceeded to the mouth of the river. Wben they arrived
there and found there was no salt, this deponent and some
others expressed great uneasiness, and were very desirous
of returning; that Levin Tounsend and his father, and
sundry otbers, laughed at ther:n, and told them they must
go furtber for the salt, and immediately took their boat on
board and secured all who were desirous of returning under
the hatches; that when they arrived at Norfolk, Levin
Tounsend and Isaac Colton went on board the man-of-war,
and on their return to their company solicited them very
strongly to inlist under the Lord Dunmore, and told 'them they
should have a guinea and a crown advance, and standing
pay allowed them, with a suit of regimentals, a gun and

bayonet, &c.; that this deponent and several others refused
to inlist; that be heard Levin Tounsend say that he intended
to fit Ollt a tender to cruise in the bay and to take all the
pri2les tbey could, and then to proceed lip Pocomoke river to
take the Committee of Worcester County prisoners, and carry
them to Lord Dunmore; and that Isaac Colton, William
DickersoTt, Benjamin Selby, Francis Britt, Joseph Gray
Taylor, Levi Tounsend, Elias Tounsend, Zadock Tounsend,
Josiah Ward, approved highly of Tounsend's scheme, and
were determined to join him in it; that TOllnsendrepeatedly
expressed a confidence of being joined by a large number
of peopleon his return home; tbat ThomasMoore waS at
old Tounsend'sthe day the companyset off,and went \vith
them to the landing, where he wished them well, and told
them he expected to see them in a short time; that Moore
likewise met them at the Ferry do" n the river and had
conversation with some of the company, which this depo-
nent did not hear; that as they went down a beef was
killed and brought on board; that this deponent heard
Isaac Colton and Francis Britt say that they helped to
bring the beef on board, but who tbe others were be cannot
tell; that he heard Levin Tounsend say he paid a half-joe
for it, and that he obliged the company to pay their propor-
tion. 'his

SOLOMON X BUTLER~
mark,

Sworn before JOSEPH DASHIELL..
November 1$, 17'75.

The deposition of John Davis, of lawful age, being called
on by the Committee of Worcester County, deposeth and
saith: That about four weeks ago a certain Benjaml:n
Shockley came to this deponent's mill, and they were talk-
ing of the Provincial Association, and that Shockley told
this deponent that if any person who had signed the same
were sorry for what they had done, if they would come to
him be would clear them from it. J DOHN AVIS.

JOS~:PH DASHIELL.Taken before

November 19, 17'75.

The deposition of Smith Lingo, of lawful age, being
called on by the Committee: That about three or four
weeks ago tbis deponent was at the house of William
Dykes, where met with Benjamin Shockly, and Shockly
asked him if he was one of the damned Associators; he,
this deponent, replied, "W by, what if I am;" "Why," said
Shockly, "they are not wortb a damn," or words to that
purpose; Shockly, taking up a broad~axe, at the same time
told tbis deponent not to say a word, or he would split his
brains open, or any that dared sign the Association. That
this deponent at sundry times, had seen the said Shockly
very violent in condemning and threatening other people in
the same manner. S L~nTH INGO.

JOSEPH DASHIELL.Sworn before

November 30, 1775.

William Willis being sworn on the Holy Evangels of
Almighty God, deposeth and saith, that Levin Tounsend
sent for this deponent,and that he accordinglywent, and
said Levin Tounsend told this deponent that if he wanted
salt be might have it down at the mouth of Pocomoke river,
and tbat this deponent asked him who had it, and said
Levin Tounsend said it was his brother Luke, and tbat he
'might have it almost for going for, and that this deponent
agreed to go; and after they had proceeded so far as Oyster-
shell Town, thi,s deponent asked where the vessel was that
had the salt, and that the said J.evin Tounsend said he
imagined it was lower down; and on their going farther
down, said Levin Tounsend, Levi Tounsend, and Isaac
Colton, went on shore, where they killed a beef, and brought
it on board uncleaned, whicb they say they paid for; and
upan this deponent's makingfurther inquiryafter the salt
and finding there was none, this deponent requested that he
might return home, but that said Levin Toullsend said he
should not, and immediately hauled the boat upon deck,
and put this deponent with l)thers under the hatchway, and
there kept tbem till they arrived at Norfolk; and upon their
arrival said Levin Tounscnd and Isaac Colton went on
board Lord Dunmore's ship, where they stayed some short
time; upon their return said Levin Tounsend asked this
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deponent and others if they were willing to inlist under
DunmQl'e; that if they were they should have a suit of regi-
mentals, a guinea and crown, a gun and bayonet; and that
this dpponent replied, he could not stay on them terms;
IIWell," replied said Tounsend, "if you won't agree to that
will you stay and go with me privateering up and down the
bay to take prizes?" and this deponent said he could not
do it. This deponent furtber saith, tbat said Levin Toun-
send said that Isaac Colton was to be his Lieutt:'llant, and
that he intended to visit ~Maryland as soon as the Gover-
nour could get him a commission for that purpose, and
that he intended up Pocomoke river in a very short time;
and that he would take if possible the Committee of Wor-
cester whilstthey were asleep in their beds, and carry them
on board his vessel and convey them as speedily as possible
down 011board of Governour Dunmore's ship; and tbis
deponent further saith that he was sworn by a person in
N01folk, unknown to this deponent, the purport of the oath
this deponent can't well recollect; and further saith, TJlilliam
B. Tounsend pressed this deponent exceeding warmly to
inlist in Lord Dunmore's service, but that this deponent,
CorneliusDickerson, Bartley White, Hugh Vestry, Solomon
Butler, and Thomas Clllff, absolutely refused; that the rest
of their crew, to wit, Isaac Colton, Joseph Gray Taylor,
Francis Britt, William Dickerson, Zadock TOllnsend,
Elias Tounsend, Jos'iah Wood, Benjamin Selby, Levi
Tounsend, did, and this deponent believes, inlist in his Lord-
ship's service; th<1twhen this deponent left the said Toun-
send at Norfolk, the said Levin 1'ouflsend told this deponent
he might keep a ]ook out for him in about ten days or a
fortnight, off the mouth of Pocomoke river, aod that he
would see him, the said Tounsend.

Sworn before

W ILLlA.M W IL.LI~. '

JOS~PfI DASHIELL.

NQvember 30,1775,

Thomas Cluff, of lawful age, being sworn, deposeth and
saith: That he went at a certain place gathering of corn,
and that Levin. Tounsend sent for this deponent, and when
this deponent arrived at William B. Tounsend's, Levin
TOllnsend asked this deponent if he did not wa,nt salt, that
if he did, provided he would go with him, he sbould have
it very reasonable; to which tbi,s deponent agreed to go with
sundry others down as far as tbe mouth of Pocomoke river,
upon which the said L£vin Tounsend administered an oath
to him to keep the matter secret, but not finding any salt
this deponE'nt and some others wanted to return, upon which
the said Townsend confined tlwm; and that the said Levin
Tounsend and others went on shore where they killed a
beef, whereupon they proceeded down to No/folk, and UpOIl
their arrival at NO/jolk, tbe said Levin Tounsendand Isaac
Colton, one of their numbers, went on board Lord Dun-
more's ship, and some time after returned to tbis deponent,
and said Levin Tounsend asked this deponent and company
if they were willing to inlist under Lord Dunmore, that if
they would they should have a suit of regimentals, a gun, a
guinea and a crown entrance, with their standing pay: and
tbis deponent said he would rather choose to return home
again; and that said Tounsend said you cannot. return home,
for you will not be let return, you will be takenup; and
further told this deponent tbat if this deponent did not go
up to the standard in Norfolk, the Governour would most
certainly detain him; and this deponent further saiththat the
aforesaid Levin Tounsend carne with an officer, who admin-
istered an oath to him, the contents of which tbis deponent
can't particularly recollect: and further saith that said Levin
Tounsend was fitting ont a vessel for a tender, and that said
Levin Tounsend told this deponent tbat he intended to
come up Pocomoke river in the tender aforesaid, and that
a certain Edmond Scarborough, of Virginia, was to go to
Pocomoke with him as an assistant, and that the said Levin
Tounsend said that after he took a cruise or two up the
bay in order to make some prizes, he should lay his vessel
against the Cypresses in Pocomoke river, and that he would
then seize the Committee of Worcester County whilst they
were asleep in their beds, and convey them on board his
vesse], and then proceed down to the GovernoUl'as qllick
as possible: and this deponent fUl'ther saith that when Levin
Toumend was insisting on him to inlist under Governour
Dunmol'e, William Bartlet 1'ounsend pressed this deponent
to do it, and told him (this deponent) that he could not do

any thing better for him, and vel'y strongly recommendedit
to him; and the said William B. Tounsendfurther told this
deponent he should come up Pocomoke river in (he tender
with his sonLevin: and this deponent further saith that the
saidLevin Tounsenddesired this deponent and the others
that relUrned with him, to keep a look out on the Anne-
amessix's shore for his return, to assist the said Levin in his
scheme: and further saith not.

The above oath taken before

his
THOMAS X CLUFF.

mark.

JOSEPH DASHIELl;...

Monday, October 21, 1776,

Council met. Pl'est:'nt, the same Members as on yester-
day, except Mr. Carroll.

Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to
William Nevin and Company £22 lIs. 6~d., for amount
of Account.

Whereas information hath been lodged before this Board,
by Mr, Timothy Bowes, that a certain John Francis Taney,
of St. Mary's County, had detained in bis possession three
pieces of Sprig-Lawn, the properly of this State, and bath
refused to deliver the same to the personsappointedby thi$
Board to dispose thereof:

These are therefore to charge and require the said Taney
to deliver the said three pieces of Lawn to Mr. Timothy
Bowes or his order, or, in case of refusal, to appear before
this Board on Monday, the 11th day of November, to show
sufficient cause, if any he hath, for the detention thereof.

Ordered, That Dr. Brehon, of St. ,Mary's County,
deliver to Timothy Bowes all the books of Physick, or of
any other kind, in his possession,taken on board of any of
the captures at St. George's Island, or, in case of refusal,
to appear before tbis Board on Monday, tbe lith day of
November, to show sufficient cause, if any he hath, for the
detention thereof.

Ordered, That Western-ShoreTreasurer pay to James
Hall, for the use of Amos Garrett, £200, to be accounted
fu~

.

Ordered, That Richard Dallqm, or the supervisor of his
Gun Manufactory,be requested to deliver to Captain Hol-
land, or order, twelve Muskets, completely fixed and fitted
with Bayonets, and take his receipt therefor.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, October 22,1776.

Present, the same Members as on yester-Council met.
day.

Ordered, That western-Shore Treasurer pay to the
Clerk £30, to be accounted for.

Ordel"ed, That said Treasurer pay to Godfrey ~ Elliott
£32 10s., 101'amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Garrett
Brown £50, to be accounted for.

Copy of Letter No. 226'was sent to Mr. Jesse Hollings-
worth; No. 227 to Amos Garrett; No. 228 to Thomas
Stone, Esq.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, October 23,1776,

Present, the same members as on yes-Council met.
terday.

Commissions issued to John Ennnlls, appointed First
Colonel, Robert Harrison, Lieutenant-Colonel, Thomas
~Iuse, First Major, and Thomas Jones, Second Major, of
the Nineteenth Battalion of Militia, of this State.

Ordered, That a Court-Martial be appointed for the trial
of Levi Willin, First Lieutenant, and Job Todd, Ensian of
Captain Lake's Company, in Dorchester County; anl that
Colonel John Ennalls be President of the said Court;
Colonel Robert Harrison, Colonel James J.11urray, Co]onel
John Dickinson, Major Thomas Muse, Major Thomas
Jones, Major Joseph Ennalls, and Major Joseph Richard-
son.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Thoma,
Smyth, Esq., for the use of John Sturgis, Robert Read,
Robert Constable, and Robert Blake, £283 3s. 8d., for
amount Account.
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Copy of Letter No. 229 was sent to Mr. Sheats; No.
230 to Elisha Winters; No. 231 to Captain Frederick
Teems.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasu"rer pay to Catha-
rine Nixon 30s., for amount Account.

William Gerwood appointed Surgeon Assistant to Dr.
Richard Tootell.

Ordered, That Charle.~ Wallace, Paymaster, advance
one month's Pay to said William Gerwood. .

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Mary
Dorsey £6, for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Simmonds
. . * *

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer
Jiams £ 10, for amount Account. .

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

pay to John

. Thursday, October 24, 1776.

Council met. Present, the same Members as on yes-
terday.

Copy of Letter No. 232 was sent to Mr. William Horsey;
No. 233 to Jesse Holh'ngsworth; Nos. 234 and 235 to
John Rogers, Esq.; No. 236 to Lux Sf Bowley.

Ordered, That TYestern-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
John Ennalls, for use of Peter Korvan and Rennis Ben-
nett, £3 8s., {or amount Account.

Commission issued to William Webb Haddaway, ap-
pointed First Major of the Thirty-EiIYhth Battalion of
Militia, of this State.

0 .
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Com-

miUee of Calvert County £30 12s. 6d., for amount Ac-
count.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Dick
£9 4s. 2d., for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Wells £ 150
on bond, for a Linen Manufactory.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel Zadock
Magruder 22s. 6d., for amount Account.

Ordered, That said ~reas~rer pay to James Tilghman,
Esq., £26 12s., for tlmty-elght days' attendance in the
Council of Safety.

.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, October 25,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Commission and Letter of Marque issued to Frands

Spe?ke, Commander of Sloop Potowmack, mounting twelve
camage guns.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Luke
Maybury £24 6s. 4d., for amount Account.

Copy of Letter No. 237 was sent to Jesse Hollings-
worth.

Vernon Hobb and Timothy Bowes appointed to take
the Depositions of any witnesses relative to a Sloop sunk by
Dunmore's Fleet, near St. George's Island, and the sails
and other things, taken from and out of her by Willia1~
Richardson, and transmit the same, when taken to the
Council of Safety. '

Permit was granted to William Thomas, Master of
Schooner Edward, to go to ]t[artinique, he having given
bond, and lodged manifest, aO"reeableto the Resolves of
Convention.

0

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Charles
Ridgely £21 19s. lOd. currency.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, October 26, 1776.

Council' met. Present as on yesterday, except Mr.
Tilghman.

Leonard Clements,. of Ca~tain Stone's Company, dis-
charged from the service of thIs State, he beinIYincapable of
duty through infirmity and sickness.

0

Ordered, That Charles T¥allace,Paymaster, advance to
Leonard Clements four months' pay.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Richard
Davis £46 lOs., for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Sterett £35,
for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Richard Coward,
Edward Markland, and Thomas Pamphillion, £ 15, for
amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jacob ~Jjfyers
£300 on bond, for Wire Manufactory.

Council of Safety contracts with James Claypole for
making six hundred pair of Shoes, at 12s. per pair, and
ordered that Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Isa,ac Clay-
pole £50 on above contract, he having given bond for per-
formance of said contract.

Commissions-issued to Thomas Watkins, appointed Cap-
tain, Levin Lawrence, First Lieutenant, Thomas Todd,
Second Lieutenant, and John Jiams, Ensign, of a Company
of Matrosses, raised for the defence of the City of Annap-
olis.

Adjourned till Monday, ten o'clock.

Monday, October 28,1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Charles

Carroll, Barrister, £31 10s., for forty-five days' attendance
in Council of Safety.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Bullen,
Quartermaster, £50 14s., for amount of Account.

Ordered, That Charles Wallace, Paymaster, advance to
Osborn Brashears, of Captain Bracco's Company, one
month's Pay.

Warrant issued to John David, appointed Lieutenant of
one of the Gondolas, to inlist fifty men.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
David £ 150, for Recruiting Service.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Charles
Williamson £22 16s. 8d., for amount Account.

Ordered, That Captain Kiltie be requested to purchase
of Mr. Smyth whatever Cordage he may want, which Mr.
Lux cannot supply, and the Council of Safety will pay
therefor.

Ordered, That Major Fallin be directed to deliver to
Henry Lowes or order, all the wearing apparel of a certain
Joseph Whaland, now in his possession.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Nicholas
ValNant £3, for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain William
Patterson £60 6s., for amount Account.

Ordered, That the Paymaster pay to Waliam 0' Harra,
of Captain Burke's Company,. one month's Pay.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, October 29,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Amos

Davis, for the use of Charles White, £28 15s., for amount
Account.

Commission issued to William Patterson, appointed Com-
mander of the Schooner Dolphin, mounting ei"ht swivels
belonging to this State. 0'

Ordered, That Captain Patterson be furnished with
twenty-two Muskets, out of Captains Brooke and Smith's
Company.

Warrant issued to John Skinner, appointed a Recruiting
Sergeant for Matrosses and Continental Troops.

Commission issued to Edward Markland appointed
Lieutenant, and Richard Coward, Master, of tI~eSchooner
Dolphin.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to John
Bullen £ 15, for to be accounted for.

Ordered, That said Trea;mrer pay to Jenifer Taylor
for use of Thomas Keiner, £9 lis. '

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jenifer Taylor
for use of Ignatius Taylor, £32 lOs. 2d., for amounf
Account.

.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Benjamin Tolson
£26 ]s., for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Sliney £3
15s., for amount Account.
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"

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasur~r pay to TVilliam
Paca, F.sg., for use, and by order of Daniel and Samuel
Hughes, £ 150.

Copy of Letter No. 239 was sent to Benton Harriss.
Ordered, That Westetn-Shore Treasurer pay to John

Skinner £30, for inlisting Matrosses.
Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, October 31,1776.

. Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Joseph
Selby £200 for Account.

Permit was granted to John Norton, Master of the
Schooner Endeavour, to go to North-Carolina, he having
given bond agreeable to Resolve of Convention.

Permit was !Tranted to John Smith, Master of the
Schooner Polly, ~o go to North-Carolina, he having given
bond agreeable to Resolve of Convention.

Warrants issued to Edward Geale, ]}lichael ]}lorgan, anq
Clement Smith, appointed Recruiting Sergeants for the
Artillery of this State; and

Ordered, That T¥estern-Shore Treasurer pay to each of
said Hecruiting Sergeants, £50.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel James
]}Iurray, for use of Thomas Smith, John Fletcher, and John
Langfott, £60 15s., for amount Account. .

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captam
Richard Smith £67 12s. lId., for amount Account.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to TVilliam
TVilkins £300, on account of Fortifications.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, November 1,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Chris-

tian Keener, by order, anr1 for use of Abraham Vanbibber,
one hundred and sixty Dollars, for his draft to Lemuel
Cormick.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to ]}lelcher Keener,
for the use of Jesse HolNngsworth, £500.

Ordered, That Commissary of Provisions supply Captain
Martin with what Rations he may want for the use of Brig-
antine Friendship's crew.

'

Copy of Letter No. 240 was sent to General Smallwood;
No. 241 to Captain A. Lawson Smith; No. 242 to Ben-

jamin Rumsay, and others; No. 243 to Samuel Duvall;
No. 244 to Captain Frederick Teems.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Melcher
Keener, foruse of En,rrlehard Yeiser, £290 9s. Sd.

Ordered, That Tifestern-Shore Treasurer pay to Robert
Peters, for use of John Yost, £6 13s. 6d.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, November 2,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That John Gawes, of Captain Fulford's Com-

pany, be discharged.
Ordered, That Charle.~Waltace, Esq., Paymaster, ad-

vance three months' Pay to Robert Shipley, of Captain
Watkins's Company.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to James
Taylor £ 12.

Messrs. Ringgold 8rHemsley return an order~)l1Western-
Shore Treasurer for the sum of £500.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Samuel.
Cheote £ IS.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain John
Martin £50. .

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel Jere-
miah Jordon, for use of Thomas Hobb and TVilliamThomas,
£10 13s. 6d.

Orden-d, That said Treasurer pay to William Galbraith,
£ 197 16s. 6d. I

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Caleb
Sesson £24.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Stephen west,
Esq., £ 169 17s.
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Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jos'h Nicholson,
Esq., £ 16 2s., for twenty-three days' attendance in Council
of Safety.

Adjourned till ]}londay, ten o'clock.

Monday, November 4, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday, except Mr.
Nicholson.

Ordered,
.

That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Nathaniel Smith £236 2s. 6d.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thos. Snowden
£ I;3S as. 4d. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Dr. Adam Fisher,
for use of Margaret Balswell, TVilliamRuiford, and Tobias
Risener, £28 17s. Sd.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, November 5,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Peter Adams £40, to be accounted for.

"

Ordered, That Captain Thomas Walker deliver to Mr.
Jenkins and Milne, all their Clothes and Wearing Apparel,
taking care to detain all such goods for which bills of
lading have been signed, till the further order of the Council
of Safety, or Court of Admiralty of this State.

Alexander Furnival appointed Captain of a Company of
Matrosses, to be stationed at Baltimore-Town.

.

James Lilleycrap's terms for Gardening accepted, and
Council of Safety agree to give the annual rent of £5
to Major Jenifer, for a lot for Gardening.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Alexander Turnival £200, for the Recruiting Service.

Ordered, That said Tre-asurer pay to Charles Wallace,
Esq., Paymaster, £ 1000.

Copy of Letter No. 245 sent to Jesse Hollingsworth;
No. 246 to James Clarke; No. 247 to John "bfartin; and
No. 248 to Colonel Benjamin Rumsey.

Ordered, That Mr. Bruff be requested to
Elisha TVinters three hundred weight of Steel,
him by the Council of Safety.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Clerk £30, for
Expresses.

Ordel'ed, That said Treasurer pay to Elisha TVinters
£ 150, to be accounted for.

"Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Lieutenant P!tilip
Smith £20, on account of Captain Creagar's Company.

Adjourned till next day.

deliver to '

bought of

Wednesday, November 6,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to 'Mons.

Francis Pelletier £291 4s. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Nevin
£ 17 5s. 2d.

Copy of Letter No. 249 was sent to Jesse Hollings-
worth; No. 250 to Cumberland Dugan.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Notley
Mitchell £ 12 7s. 6d.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Elizabeth Sharpe
£2 3s. Id.

Ordered, That 1Vestern-~nore Treasurer pay to Cath-
arine lYixon 18s. 9d.

.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Charles Ridgely
£ 1000.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, Novembir 7,1776.
Council met. Present as on yesterday.

Ordered, That TJTestern-Shore Treasurer pay to Thomas
Pryse 26s. Sd.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Bullen £56
7s. ad.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Peter Rich £6.
Ordered~ That Charles Wallace pay to Jo!tn Donse, of

Captain Gunby's Company, one month's Wages.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.
I

42
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Friday, November 8,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Tbe Council of Safety contraeted with Jacob Itladeira

for two hundred pair of Shoes; am.!
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Jacob

Madeira £60, for the above Contract.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Wool-

man Gibson 30s., for a Gun.
Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Dr.

Richard Tootle £ 17 12s. 6d.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay Robert Cltmmings

£2000. .
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Wilson

£ 10, for his fine, being remitted by order of the Con-
vention:

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Bullen £230.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Colonel John lJIur-

dock £102 17s. 8d.
Ordered, That those persons who keep Patapsco and

Susquehana Ferries be desired, from time to time, by night
or day,. to put the Postmaster-General's Rider over those
Ferries, during the continuance of the War.

Mr. Thomas Smyth agreed with the Council of Safety
to purchase one hundred barrels of Beef, on account, at the
commission of five per cent.

Council of Safety agree with Colonel Hooe for all the
Salt imported in the Brigantine Friendship, at 15s. per
bushel.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, November 9,1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Commissions issued to William Mackie, appointed First

Lieutenant, Joseph Hill, ~econd Lieutenant, and John
Thomas, Ensign, of Captain Mackall's Company of Militia,
in Frederick County.

Ordered, That T¥estern-Shore Treasurer pay to William
Horsey £183 Ils. ld.

Ordered, That Eastern-Shore Treasurer pay to William
Horsey £1000.

Council of Safety agree with Colonel Hooe for all the
Jackets imported in the Brigantine Friendship, at 22s. 6d.
each.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
William Harrison £ 177 4s. 3d.

Ordered, That said Treasurel' pay to Captain John
Martin £25, as a gratuity for his diligence in the importa-
tion of Gunpowder.

Ordered, That Commissary of Stores deliver to Colonel
Hooe four pieces of coarse country Linen.

Ordered, That Colonel George Day Scott be requested
to purchase aB the Lead that can be procured for the use of
this State, provided he does not exceed 6d. per pound.

Copy of Letter No. 250 was sent to Stephen West; and
No. 251 to the Commissionersof the State of h'laryland
appointed to repair to Camp.

Ordered, That 1Vestern-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Richard Smith £34 9s. 10d.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain William
Richardson £ 11 4.~. 8d.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Archibald Bu-
chrl1lan £100.

Ordered, TIHlt said Treasurer pay to Edward Timmons
£7 5s., for two Guns.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Thomas Smyth
32s. 3d., for amount Account.

Ordered, That said Treflsnrer pay to Thomas Smyth,
for the use of John Blakezvay, 40s.

Ordered, That West/rn-Shore Treasurer pay to Colonel
George Day Scott £20, to be accounted for.

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasure,' pay to Chris-
tian Prauf[le £5 7s.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Smyth, Esq.,
for the use of the Committee of Observation for Baltimore~
1.'own, £600, on account of Fortifications.

Adjourned tiB next day, ten o'clock.

Monday, November 11, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as on yester-
d~. .

Ordered, That 1Yestern-Shore Treasurer pay to Captain
Richard Smith £80 2s. 4d.

Ordered, That said Trea.surer pay to Doctor Charles
F. Weisenthal £ 13 8s. 3d.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to John Balzer £ II
18s. 4d.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jacob h'liller 24s.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jacob Klein £8

10s.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Jonathan Parker

£7 5s. 6d. .

Ordered, That Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Briga-
dier-General John Dent £9 15s.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Daniel of St.
Thomas Jenifer, Esq., £65 2s., for ninety-two days' at-
tendance in the Council of Sflfety.

Ordered, That said Treaslll'er pay to John lIall, Esq.,
£28, for forty days' attendance in the Council ofSafet)'.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to George Plater,
Esq., £20 6s. for twenty-nine days' attendance in Council
of Safety.

Ordered, Tbat said Treasmer pay to Thomas Smith,
Esq., I4s., for one day's attendance in Council of Safety.

Ordered, That said Treas\lrer pay to Nicholas Thomas,
Esq., £ 18 4s., for twenty-six days' attendance in Council
of Safety.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Gabriel Duvall
£43, fc)rforty-three days' attendance as Clerk.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Richard Ridgely
£ III 4s., for attendance as Clerk /I'om the 7th day of
JuZ/ftill the 12th day of November. -

Ordered, That Western-Sl101'eTreasurer pay to Benja-
min Harwood 56s., for four days' as Clerk Assistant for
the Copy Accounts.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Robert Rey-
nolds £24 lOs., for forty-nine days' attendance as Door-
keeper to Council of Safety.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Tud.
£21 lOs., for fi)rty-three days' attendance as a Doorkeeper.

NEW.YORK Co:\1MITTEE OF SAFETY AND CONVENTION.

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., September 4, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to the adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq.
NEw- Y oRK.-Mr. Robert Harpur, Mr. Evert Banker, Mr.

James ]ii)uane..
DUTcHEss.-Mr. Backett, Colonf'l Hoffman.
TRyoN.-Mr. Harper, Mr. MOOJ'e,Mr. Vedcr, Mr. Newkirk.
ALBANy.-*Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Ado-ate, *Co]onel

Renselaer, Mr. John Ten Broeck, :Mr. Cuyler, Colonel
Livingston, General Ten Broeck.

CHARLoTTE.-Majol' .Webster, Colonel "Williams, *Mr.
Duer.

SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Sm.ith.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, C010nel Allison, Mr. Joseph Smith.

CUMBERLAND.-,-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stel1ens.
lhsTER.-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Tappan.
WESTCHESTF.H.-*ColonelCortlandt, Judge Graham.

The Committee to \vhom was referred the consideration
of the Resolution of the Convention of this State, n>rativeto
the calling out the Militia of "fVestchester,Oran,f.!,'e,Dutchess,
and Ulster, and tbe eonsideration of General 1Vasltl:ngton's
Letter of September tbe Ist, report, that they have maturely
considered the state of the Counties or Orange, Dutchess,
Westchtster, and Ulster, bolh with respect to their Militia
and the number of disaffected persons in the said Counties i
and uppn the whole, are of opinion that it will not be fOl'
the safety of this State, or the general interest of America.;
to order out any more of the Militia fiom the said Counties,
and they submit to this Committee of Safety, the following
r.eason~,among others, which bave induced them to form
this opinion:

.
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1st. That from the ,best information they have been able
to obtain, the number of armed and well-affected Militia, in
the said Counties, do not exceed three thousand one hun-
dred; the number of disarmed and disaftected persons two
thousand three hundred, and the number of slaves two thou-
sand three hundred. From a comparison of these I)umbers,
and from our firm opinion that the disaffected only wait
an opportunity of rising; that General IIowe is actually'
endea vouring to inlist men in most of those Counties; and
that our enemies would not scruple to stir up our slaves to
heal' arms against us, it would be extremely hazardous to
the internal peace of the said Counties to draw out at pre-
sent any more of their Militia.

0

2d. That from the situation of the County of. Westchester,
which borders both on the Sound and Hudson's River, and
the Counties of Dutthess, Ulster, and Orange, on the North
River, (the channel of which we have no reason to think
sufficiently obstructed,) the enemy might land to the north-
ward of our posts at King's Bridge, and take possession at
those Counties, without any possibility of a resistance from
the Militia.

3dl y. That from the want of tents. or sufficient houses,
the Militia would be extremely exposed to the inclemencies
of weather, and other hardships, which, added to the arts of
the Tories in construing into a defeat the late prudent re-
treat from Long-Island, and the present inconvenient sea§o'n
of the year, would, we fear, prove too severe a trial for ~the
virtue and patriotism of COmmon soldiers, and disgust them
so as to prevent their being of service to the State on a still
more critical occasion. This appears to have been lately
the case, both of the Militia and new levies, on Nassau-
Island.

They therefore submit it to the wisdom of the Committee
of Safety, whether it would not be advisable to send an
express immediately to General T¥ashington, informing him,
from the reasons above-mentioned, of our inability to call
forth at present any more of the Militia of the said Counties;
assuring him, nevertheless, that the whole Militia of these
Counties who are armed shall be ready to march on the
earliest notice, whenever they receive orders from either
himself 01'General Clinton, of the absolute necessity of such
march.

Resolt'ed, That this Committee of Safety does agree with
their sub-Committee in the said Report.

And Ordered, That a copy thereof be prepared and cer-
tified, to be forwarded to General Washington.

Ordered, That his Excellency General Washington's
Letter of the 1st instant be recommitted to the former
Committee, with the addition of Judge Graham.

Die Mercurii, 4 ho. P. M., September 4, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjoul'l1ment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Harper, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Duane.
WEsTcHEsTER.-*Colonel Cortlandt, Judrre Graham.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions and Mr. Ste~ens.
ALBANv.-*Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Adgate, *Colonel

Renselaer, Mr. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Cuyler, General
Ten Broeck, Colonel Livingston.

SUFFOLK.-:\h. William Smith.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison, 'Mr. Joseph Smith.
ULsTER.-Co]onel De Witt, Mr. Tappan.
TRyoN.-Mr. Harper, Mr. Moore, Mr. Veder, Mr. New-

kerk.
DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett, *Major Schenck.
CHARLOTTE.-Major Webster, Colonel Williams, *1\1r.

Duer.
N. B. Those gentleman whose names are marked with asterisms are

a quorum of the Committee of Safety,.
.

A draft of a Letter to his ExceJlency General TVash/:ng-
ton, to accompany the Report of the oub-Committee of this
Committee on his Excellency's Letter of the 1st instant, was
read and approved, and is in the words followinrr, to wit:.

°"SIR: I enclose to your Excellency, by order of the Com-
mittee of Safety, a copy of a report which relates to a part
of your letter of the 1st instant, respectiu<r the cafJinO"out
more of the Militia of this State, for the ~lurpose of °rcin_
forcing the post at King's Bridge. It is with extl'eme con-
cern that the Committee of Safety see their inability to
assist further in maintaining the important posts. They 6at-

tel' themselves that the reasons which they have offered, wiJI
a ppear as sa tisfactory to your Excellency as they did to_
the Committee.

"I am, however, directed to aSsll1'eyour Excellency, that
the whole Militia of the Counties of Ulster, Orange, Dutch-
ess, and Westchester, shall be ready to march whenever your
Excellency or General Clinton shall think it ab<o]utely
necessal')'; and to illlorm YOll that the Commiltee of Safety -

will immediately exert themseh'es in arming with lances
all such of the well-affected Militia as are at present desti-
tute of fire-arms. -

"I have the honour to be, most respectfully, sir, your most
obedient, humble servant.

"To His Excellency."
Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,

and signed by the President, and transmitted.
Whereas many of the Militia of the different Counties in

this State, who are well-affected to the American cause, are
not supplied with fire-arms; and whereas it is the duty of
the Convention of this State, at this critical period, to arm
the whole Militia in such a manner gs may prove most for-
midable to our inveterate and tyrannical enemies:

Therefore, Resolved, unanimously, That persons be ap-
pointed in the Counties of Westchester, Orange, Dutchess,
Ulster, and Albany, for the purpose of procuring four thousand
Lances to be made with the utmost expedition, agreeable to
such models as shaH be sent to the respective Counties.

Resolved, unanimously, That the following persons be
appointed to procure the following proportion of Lances
affixed to their respective names, in the Counties under-
mentioned; and that tbis Convention will pay all the neces-
sary charges for carrying this resolve into execution:
In tile County of Albany, Hermanus Wendell and

Richard Esse~tine, Esqrs., -
In Ulster County, Dirck Wynkoop and Robert

Boyd, Esqrs., - - - - - -
In Orange County, Henry Wisner and Joseph

Smith, Esqrs.,
.

In Westchester County, Stephen Ward, William
ltIiller, and Thaddeus Crane, Esqrs.,

In Dutchess County, James Weeks, William Cush-
man, and Nathaniel Foster, Esqrs., -

Lances,- -

800

800

800

800

800

- .4,000

CONVENTION,
Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., September5,1776.

The Convention of this State met pursuant to adjourn-
ment in the Episcopal Church, at Fishkill.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq.
NlCw-YoRK.-Mr. Robt. Harper, Mr. Duane, Mr. Bancker.
DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Doctor Crane, Mr. H. Schenck.
TRyoN.-Mr. William Harper, Mr. ltfoore, Mr. Veder

Mr. Newkirk. '
ALBANy.-Mr. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr.

Cuyler, Colonel Livingston, Mr. Adgate, Mr. John Ten
Broeck, Colonel V. Renselear.

CHARLoTTE.-Mr. Duel', Major Webster, Colonel Williams.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith.
WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Cortlandt, Judge Graham, Mr.

Haviland.
CmIBERLAND.-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.
ULsTER.-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Tappan.
ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Joseph Smith, Mr. Wisner.

This Church being very foul with the dung of do\'es and
fowls, without any benches, seats, or other conveniences
whatever, which renders it unfit for the use of this Conven-
tion, therefore they unanimously agreed to adjourn to the
Dutch Church in this village; and adjourned to the same
accordingly. .;

.:;<,',~.."

The Convention met in the D~ltch C~Cii;a't. die Fish-
kill, pursuant to the above adjournment.

Present: The President and Representatives above
named.

Colonel De Witt from the Committee appointed yester-
day to consider of and report on the difficulties stated on
behalf of the Committee of Kingston, about the sale of Tea,
and the removal 0T the Prisoners of War now at Kingston,
reported tbe followmg Resolution and draft of a Letter, which
were respectively read and agreed to, viz:

.
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Resolved and Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State
advance to Colonel De Tf'itt, the sum of one hundred and
fifty Dollars to be by him transmitted to the Chairman of the
Commjttee of Kingston, in Ulster County, for the purpose
of removing the Prisoners' of War now at ~Kingst()n, to
Atlorris County, in New-Jersey. And the said Chairman
is hereby ordered to transmit to the Convention of this State

. a regular account of the expenditure of this money.

The draft of the Letter to the Committee of Kingston was
read and approveQ, and is in the words following, to wit:

"The Convention having it in contemplation to pass a gen-
eral resolve respecting the tea within this State, a Commit-
tee for that purpose was appointed a few days before we
adjourned from Harlem to this p]ace; but as several of the
gentJemen appointed of that Committee are not yet arrived,
the Convention is prevented from completing that business.

. I am therefore directed to aeqllaint you that the Conven-
tion expect you will use your utmost endeavours to keep
peace and good order amongst you, till such resolutions are
passed, in the best manner you can.

"The old paroles, together with a copy of a resolve of the
Continental Congress respecting prisoners, which were
omitted at the time when the blanks were sent, you have
here enclosed. Also, a resolve to defray the expense of
their removal.

"
I am your very humble servant. By order.

"To the Chairman and Members of the Committee at Kings-
ton."

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,
and signed by the President, and, together with a copy of the
aforegoing Resolution, transmitted to the Committee at
Kingston.

John Woolley being examined, says that he was on board
of the British ships onee ]ately; that he was carried on
board against his consent, and by violence; that this hap-
pened on last Wednesday a week, about noon, under the
shore of Nassau-Island, opposite to Frog's Point; that
two ships were there, one named the Bloom, as appeared
by the name on the stern; that he went to bring a boat
home to be unrigged, and by that means was taken; that he
was not ill treated on board the ship, and his boat was re-
turned, the rt'ason whereof was, he believes, that his brother
had been on board, and has been a warm partisan fiJl' the
British fleet and army; that he could have gone on board
freCJuently if he had chose it; that he did not mean to join
the enemy; that a brother of his, the examinant, was with
him when he was taken; that he was asked on board if he
could furnish them with provisions, or if they could be
supplied in the neighbourhood; that he answered in the
negative, and told them the cattle were all drove off; that

. _he did not learn any of the designs of the enemy, but heard
some of the soldiers say that they expected a large reinforce-
ment of twenty tbousand men; that he is an Associator;
that his father owned the boat he went for; that Philip
Woolley was with him wben he was taken; that they called
him a Rebel when he was taken; that he saw Isaac Barns

. from the .New City Island, in Westchester County, on board,
and also two negroes belonging to Henry Allen.

John Wooley withdrew.
lVIajorThorne, of Queen's County, caIJed in as a witness,

says: Tbat JoAn Wooley has behaved peaceably, and bag
not, to his knowledge, said or done any tbing in the Ameri-
can cause on either side; that he has been excused from
military duty, as a ferryman, and that be is an invalid; that
he beard at [{untington tbat the Wooleys were removino-
their boats from his wharf to Captain Wooley's, and wer~
intercepted by a barge; that Captain Wooley's family in
general, through the influence of his son Thomas, is esteemed
disaffected to the American cause.

:1\11'.Henry Stocker says, tbat John Wooley has behaved
very peaceably, and said nothing on either side in tbe
American cause;' that Wooley's cattle has been removed,
and John Wooley says that he removed those that were
brought to his bouse; that he heard that TYooley's ferry-boat
was removed to Major Thorne's dock; that he does not
know, nor has not heard, tbat John T¥ooley has supplied the
enemy's ships with provisions.

The Committee determined to admit John TJ'Ooley to bail,
if he can find two good sureties to be bound with him, f()r
his peaceao]e arid good behaviour, and remaining on the

main land in this State. The said Joftn Wooley to be bound
in the penalty of fifty pounds, and the said sureties in the
sum of twenty-fi\'e pounds each.

And Ordered, That the President inform the said JoAn
Wooley thereof in time of the adjournment, and direct him
to inform the Committee in the afternoon whether he can
obtain sureties and who they are.

.

Ordered, That Mr. ~]}JcKesson, one of the Secretaries,
pay to Sergeant David Mills twelve shillings, by him paid
for the passage of himself and two men under his com-
mand, sent up as a guard /i'om Peck's Kill with a prisoner
taken, who had been on board of the enemy's ships of war
in the river. That tbe Secrctary take a receipt for the same.

And Ordued, That tbe Treasurer repay to Mr. At/c-
Kesson the said twelve shillings, and charge the same to
Continental account.

Die lovis, 4 ho., P. M., September 5, 1776.
The Convent)OI1met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Bancker, Mr.
Duane.

DUTcHEss.-lVIr. Sackett, Doctor Crane, Mr. II. Schenck.
ALBANv.-Mr. Ab. Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr. Cuy-

ler, Colonel Livingston, Colonel Van Rcnselaer, Mr.
Adgate.

TRvoN.-Mr. William Harper, Mr. Jloore, Mr. Veder,
MI'. Newkerk.

SUFFOLK.-Mr. William Smith.
WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Cortlandt, Mr. Haviland, Judge

Graham.
CHARLoTTE.-Mr. Duer, Major 1Vebster, Colonel Wil-

liams.
ULsTER.-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Tappen.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison, Mr. Joseph

Smith.
CmmERLAND.-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

- On motion, Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare the
following number of Commissions, to be signed by the Presi-
dent and attested by one of the Secretaries, and transmitted
to the County Committees hereafter mentioned, on .the con-
ditions prescribed in the Resolution of the COIl\'ention of this
State of the day of last, yiz: 100 Commis-
sions for the County of Albany; 50 Commissions for the
County of Tryon; 2u Commissions fix the County of Char-
lotte; 6 Commissions for the Third Battalion of West-
chester County.

On motion of tbe Deputies of Albany,
Resolved and Ordered, That lIarmcn Van Bwren, EsCJ.,

be appointed Major of the Seventh Regiment of Militia of .

the County of Albany, and that a Commission issue for that
purpose.

The Petition of the Committee of Tryon County, dated
the instant, \yas read and filed.' They therein set forth
that the Militia of that County would be more advantage-
ously regulated if a Brigadier-Genel"a! was appointed in
that County, as the distance they are from Brigadier-Gen-
eral Ten Broeck, whom they esteem, is a great inconve-
mence.

Brigadier-General Ten Broeck, present,. informed the
Convention that it is a disadvantage to the Militia of Tryon
County, and an incom'cnience to himself, to have those
Militia in his Brigade, and the more especially as the J\Iajor
of Brigade resides in Tryon County, at a great distance
from him.

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Militia of Tryon County
be formed into a Brigade separate from the Militia of Al-
bany.

And whereas Nicholas Herkhiemcr, EsCJ., is justly entitled
to be appointed the Brigadier-General of the Brigade of
Militia of Tryon County, as well from his military rank
in that County, l1S from his great merit and many exertions
in the present glorious struggle for liberty:

Therefore, Resolved, unanimou$ly, That Nicholas Herk-
hicmer, Esq., be appointed Brigadier-General of the Mi]itia
of Tryon County, and that a commission issue to him accord-
ingly for that purpose.

And Ordered, That John Frey, Esq., be appointed
Brigade-MajOl' of that Brigade.
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On motion of Mr. Duer, the Convention came to the
following ResQlution for the removal of the Bell" from the
City of New- York, viz:

Whereas the King of Great Britain is studiously endea-
vouring, by every means which artifice and lawless power
can devise, to depri\'e the inhabitants of the United States of
America of Ammunition, Cannon, and e\'ery warJike store,
in order that they may fall a more easy prey to his tyrannical
purposes; which cowardly designs have unhappily so far
succeeded, that this State is now distresssed by the want of
sufficient Arms to resist the powerful and unnatural ene-
my by whom they are invaded: And whereas the duty
which the repl'esentatives of a free people owe, both to God
and their country, obliges them to make every 'possible ex-
ertion to procure Arms and Ammunition, in order to defend
their rights and liberties, which are derived from the Supreme
Being, and which postprity have a right to claim as an un-
incumbered inheritance:

Therefore, Resolved, unanimously, 'I hat his Excellency
General Washington be requestt'd and authorized to cause
all the Bells in the different Churches and publick edifices in
the City of New- York to be taken down and removed to
New-Ark, in New-Jersey, with all possible despatch, that
the fortune of war may not throw the same into the hands
of our enemy, and deprive this State, at this critical period,
of that necessary though unfortunate resource for supplying
our want of cannon.

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the
Ministers, Elders, 01' Church-Wardens of the respective
Churches, in order that the weight and value of those Bells
may be ascertained. And the Convention of this State
pledge the publick faith that the respective Churches shall be
furnished with Bel1s of equal goodness and value whenever
their constituents, free from the apprehension of having their
civil and religious rights violated by any earthly Power,
shall be enabled to return their publick thanks to the Su-
preme Ruler of the universe for graciously rescuing them
from the gulf of tyranny.

A draft of a Letter to his Excel1ency General Washington
was read and approved, and is in the words following, to
wit:

"SIR: 1 am directed by the Convention of this State to
transmit to your Excel1ency a copy of a resolution which
they entreat may be carried into execution with all possible
despatch. It is with extreme concern that we find ourselves
under the disagreeable necessity of having recourse to this
unhappy but necessary expedient, or of troubling your Ex-
cellency with a commission of this nature; but the critical
situation of this State, the want of brass field-pieces, and
our inability to have this resolve executed by the Committee

. of the City of New- York, on account of their absence from
the city, reduce us to. the dilemma either of adopting this
measure or of neglecting the publick safety. They therefore
trust that your Excellency's zeal for the publick service will

. induce you to pardon the liberty they take of troubling you
on this occasion.

"I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
&c.

"To his Excellency General Washington."

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,
and signed by the President, and, together with a copy of
the last aforegoing Resolution, translIJitted to his Excellency,
by Sampson Dyckman, the Messenger.

The President informed the Convention that John
Wooley offers as his sureties Major Richard Thorne and
Henry Stocker, both of Queen's County, of which the Con-
vention approved. .

Ordered, That the Secretary present draw a proper Bond
or that purpose, and see it duly executed by the said John
"Faoley and his sureties.

Major Schenck informed the Convention that a quantity
of Oil, said to belong to this State, is stored in a store-house
near Bush's Landing, and tbat it is in a leaky condition
and wasting fast.

Ordered, That Major Henry Schenck be and is hereby
authorized and requested to take proper care of the said Oil,
and direct the same to be properly coopered, so as to pre-
serve it from wasting.

The application 0.1'Petitio.n of Henry Chase,* a prisoner
in the Gaol of Westche.~ter County, was read and filed. He
thereby prays (0 be brought to a trial or discharged..

Ordered, That the consideration thereaf be deferred until
more important matters before the Canvention are de-
spatched.

The Petition of Colonel Benjamin Birdsall,t acting as
Captain of a Company in Colonel Smith's Regiment, Nas-
sau-Island, was read and filed. He tbereby prays for
money to discbarge tbe bounty due to his .men.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be deferred until
Colonel Birdsall can be examined' before this Convention
to-morrow.

The Bond af John Woo!ey.t and the condition, were
brought into the Convention and read, and ordered to be
filed.

Mr. Duane, from the Committee who visited tbe Fortifica-
tions on Hudson's River, produced a number of Returns,
made by various officers there, and gave the Convention
the following information in substance:

1st. Tbat General Clinton told them that he thought the
provisions deficient; that on inquiry they found a quantity
of damaged pork in barrels there, whicb, from some infor-
mation tbey received, was, in geiJeral, bad when sold far the
use of the garrison, with a little good pork packed as a
cover in each end of the barrels.

2d. That the fii;e rafts are in such a state as not to be
fit for use, having in part water in them; and that the Gen-
eral does not know what to do with them.

3d. Tbat at Fort ltlontgomerie, an Armaurer, with the
tools af his trade, is much wanted.

.. WHiTE-PLAINS JAIL, .'lulfllst 30, 1776.-GENTLEMEN: My confine-
ment is the reason of my petitioning to Y01l, the honourable Provincial
Congress, hoping your Honours WIU be pleased to take my case into
consideration; for the Committee of Safety says that they have no right
to try me; so I leave my case to your Honours, gentlemen, and beg
that your Honours would consider me, for I have been imprisoned a
long time a~d nothing appeared against me; so I beg that you Honours
would consider me a~ qUick as possible, for I am a poor man and it is
a great damage to me to lie in prison; so, gentlemen, I leave my case to
.your Honours, not doubting but your wisdoms, gentlemen, will do
me justice. This broken petition from me, Ht;NRY CHASE.

To the honourable Provincial Congress at the Fishkills.

P. S. Gentlemen, I should be very glad if your Honours would be
so good as to send for me before your Honours as quick as possible,
and in so doing you wilJ greatly oblige me, HENRY CHASE.

In Committ
.

ee of SaJdyfor the Cou
.

nty of WESTCIIESTER, ~
WHITE;-PLAINS,.'lugust, 1776. 5

You are under the immediate cognizance of the Convention of the
State of .;Vew-York, and this Committee thinks proper to inform you
that they cannot take your case into consideratIOn. You must make
application to the Convention, if you want your case considered.

By order of Committee: ;rOSEPHYOUNGS, D. Chairman,

To H. CIIASE, P1'isoner.

t FISHKILLS, September 6, 1776.-GENTI.EMEN OF THE STATE OF NEW-

YORK: The conditions of the inlistment of the troops upon Long-Island, .

they had the promise of £4 bounty. I was to command one company'
accordingly I have, but with only twenty-six men. They have ofte~
complained for the want of their bounty, which is £104, except £34 out,
I have received; £70 is now due for bounty. I pray it may be dis-
charged. I am at your service; and from tins purpose, going with my
men to Long-Island to join Colonel Smith, as I'm sensible he wants as-
sistance. BE"J. BIRDSALL, Lieut. Colonel.

t Know all men by these presents, that we, John Wooley, of llemp- ..
stead, in Q;ueen's County, Yeoman, and Riehard Thorne, Esq., and Jlenrrr' "
Stoeker, both of Hempsted aforesaid, are held and fi,'mly bound unto
.!Jbrahflln Yates, Jun., Esq., President of the Convention of the State of
.\'ew-Ym'k, in the sums following, to wit: the said John fVooley in the
sum of £50, and the said Richard Thorne and Henry Stocker in the sum
of £25 each, to be paid to the said .!1braham Yates, Jun., or to his cer-
tain attorney, executors, adlninistrators, or assigns; for v.rhieh payn1(~nt
well and truly to be made and done, we bind ourselves, our heirs, ex-
ecutors, and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these pres-
ents. Sealed with our seals, and dated the 5th day of Septembel', 1776.
~ The condition of the above obligation is such, that if the above-bound
John Wooley do not go to any part of Nassau-Island without the permis-
sion of the ConventIOn or Legislative authOl~ty of this State of .Vcw-
York for the time being; and III the mean time if the said John fVooley
shall and do behave himself as a faithful and good subject of the State
of .New- York, and not afford any aid, assistance, support, or comfort to
any of officers or soldiers of the British fleets or armies, 0" their allies or
a~herents, or give them anr intelligence by any means \~h.atsoever, n

.

or
vlOlate any order or resolutlOn of the Congress of the Umted .1merican
States, or of the Convention or Committee of Safety of the State of
"Yew- Ym'k, then the obligation to be void; but on failure or non-perform-
ance of either of the above conditions, to be and remain in full force and
virtue. JOHN WOOI.Ey,Jr., [I.. s.]

RICII'D TIIOR"E, [I.. s.]
HENRY STOCKER, [I.. s.]

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us, the w')I'd "Ilcmpsted" being
wroSe on a former word. DAYID l\hLI.S,

l\hC.HI TOWNSEND,
JOHN McKEssoN.
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4th. That there is a great_want of men at Forts JJlont-
gQmerie, Constitution, and Red-Hook; that the last men-
tiQlled work is very imperfect, but will be extremely useful.
That onp. thousand more men the General would think
necessary for the Fortifications, excusive of Red-lIook,
That s\;ades, shovels, 'pick-axes, shot, lead, sheep-skins.
langl'age, and many other things, are wanting tbere; tbat
the General desires a reinforcement of men, and that tbey
may be armed. And be gave an account of the number of
cannon there, and the weight of their metal.

MI'. Duane then moved that five hundred Militia may be
immediately ordered to' reinforce those Garrisons, to be'de-
tached from Ulster, Orange, and Dutchess.

Debates arose, and the consideration whereof is deferred
till to-morrow.

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., September 6,1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr.Duane, Mr. Robert Harper.
DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Doctor Crane, Mr. H. Schenck.

. ALBANy.-Mr. Ab. Yates, General Ten Bro/ck, Mr. Cuy-
ler, Colonel Livingston, Colonel Van Rellselaer, Mr.
Adgate. .

TRyoN.-Mr. William Harper, Mr. Moore, Mr. Veder,
Mr. Newkerk.

.

SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith. .

WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Cortlandt, Mr. Haviland, Colo-
nel Drake.

CHARLoTTE.-Mr. Duer, Major Webster, Colonel TVil-
liams.

ULsTER:-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Tappen.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison, Mr. Jos. Smith.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

On motion, Resolved, That a Messenger be sent for any
Memberof this Conventionwho shall absent himselfwith-
out leave; and that the expense incurred thereby shall be
defrayed by the said Member; and that such Member shall
also receive a publick reprimand from the Chair, for a con-
tempt of the House.

Mr. Duane, from the Committee appointed to visit the
Forts Montgomerie and Constitution, gave the Convention
some further information relative to the state of those Forti-
fications.

After some time spent thereon, Resolved, That it is of
the utmost consequence to the safety of this State and the
general interest of America, that a reinforcement should be
immediately sent to the Forts ltlontgomery and Constitu-
tion, at Hudson's River.

Therefore, Resolved, ltnanimollsly, That six hundred
men be, with all possible despatch, detached from the Mil-
itia of tbis State, and sent to the Forts Montgomery and
Constitution, as a reinforcement to those Garrisons.

It was then proposed, and, after some considerable time
spent therein, it was agreed, that the reinforcement for those
Garrisons he detached from the Militia of Ulster, Albany,
Dutchess, and Orange Counties.

A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, and seconded,
that the proportion of men to be furnished by those Coun-
ties be as follows, to wit: From Ulster County, two hun-
dred and twenty-five; from Albany, one hundred and fifty;
from Dutchess, one hundred and fifty; and from Orange,
seventy-five men.

Debates arose thereon. After some time spent thereon,
a motion was made and seconded, that twenty-five men be
taken from tbe number proposed to be raised in Ulster
County, and added to the number proposed to be raised in
Dutchess.

Debates also arose thereon; and the question being put,
it was carried in the affirmative by every County present,
except Ulster; that is to say, for the affirmative, twenty
votes, and for the negative, four votes.

It \\;as then proposed that the proportions of the Militia
from those Counties he fixed as follows, viz: From Ulster,
two hnndred men; from Albany, one hundred and fifty
men; from Dutchess, one hundred and seventy-five men;
from Orange, seventy~five men-six hundred men.

.
Debates arose thereon; and the question being pu't, it

was carried in the affirmative, in manner following, to wit:

For the <\Oirmatit'e.
6 Albany, 2 Charlotte,
3 Tryon, 4 Westchester.
2 Cumberland,

- For the negati-re.
3 Orange,
4 Ulster.

17 votes. 7 votes.

Therefore, Resolved, That the above reinforcement be
detached Ii'olll the Militia of those four Counties in the
proportions above mentioned.

Die Veneris, 4 ho. P. M., September 6,1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.
NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Harper, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Duane, Mr.

Jay. _

DUTcHEss.-Major &henck, Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr.
Sackett, Doctor Crane, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Captain
Platt.

.A LBAH.-Mr. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck, Col-
onel P. R. Livingston, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Cuyler, Colo-
nel Renselller, Mr. John Ten Broeck.

TIWoN.-Mr. William Harper, Mr. ltloore, Mr. Veder,
Mr. Newkerk.

.

SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith.
WESTCHESTER.-Co)onel Cortlandt, Mr. Haviland, Colo-

nel Drake.
CHARLOTTE.--=-Mr.Duer, Major Webster, Colonel TVil-

Iiams.
ULsTER.-Colonel De Witt, Mr. Tappen.
QRANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Joseph Smith, Mr. Wis-

ner.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

The Convention resumed the consideration of the state
of the Garrisons of Forts Montliomery and - Constitution,
and the works erecting at Red-Hook. After some time
spent therein, the two following Resolutions were agreed on
and resolved, viz: .

Resolved, That one hundred and fifty men from that
part of the County of Albany which is within and to the
southward of the Manor of Renselaerwyck, including the
City of Albany; one hundred and seventy-five men from
the County of Dutchess; two hundred men from the County
of Ulster; and seventy-five men from that pari of the
Cou~ty of Orange which lies ahove the Mountains, be
immediately detached by ballot, and marched to augment
the Garrison at Forts 1}[ontgomery and Constitution.

Resolved, That the above reinforcement continue in ser-
vice two months after their arrival at the said Fortresses;
and that this Convention will discharge them sooner, in case
sufficient Garrisons of Continental troops shall be ordered
to and arrive at those Forts before the expiration of the said
two months; and that the Militia so drafted shall be entitled
to the same pay as are allow en to the Continental troops.

A question then arose into what number of Companies.
those Levies should be disposed. The same being fully
considered, ._

Resolved, That the above Levies be formed into Com- .

panies in the following manner, to wit: Those from the
County of Ulster into three Companies; those from Albany
and Dutchess, respectively, into two Companies each; and
those from the County of Orange into one Company.

On motion of Mr. Duer, agreed that the Convention
iinmediately proceed to fix and appoint the Field Officers
to command the said Levies or Detachments intended to
reinforce tbe said Garrisons.

Mr. Duel' then moved that the Field Officers to com-
mand the said reinforcement be appointed out of the Coun-
ties of Albany, Ulster, and Orange, agreeable to the prece-
dence 01' rank fixed for the said Counties by the regulations
for tbe Militia of this State.

Debates arose thereon; and the question being put, 'it
was carried in the negative, in manner following, viz:

For theaffil'lnative. For thenegative.
4 UJster, 6 Albany,
3 Orange, 5 Dutchess,
2 Charlotte. 3 Tryon,

2 Cumberland.
9 votes.

16 votes.

Therefore the said motion was overruled.

On motion, Resolved, That the Colonel to command that
reinforcement be called in~o service from Ulster County, the
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Lieutenant-Colonel f.'om Dutchess County, and the Major
froll1the County of Albany.

.

Colonel 'De 1Vitt then moved, and was seconded, that
the Troop of Horse in Ulster County ~ now call.ed O~lt by
General Clinton, and the Rangers winch are raIsed In the
said County, be considered as a part of the troops to be
raised by virtue of the resolutions passed this day-.

Debates arose thereon; and the question being put, it
was carried in the negative, Ulster alone for the affirma-
tive.

Resolved This Convention will, to the utmost of their
power, com'ply with General James Cl~nton~s rpquisitions
for the support and supply of those FortIfications.

Colonel V. Cortlandt has lea ve of absence.

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., September 7, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.
NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Robert Harper, 1\11'.Jay, Mr. Duane.
W ESTCHESTER.-Major Lockwood, Colonel Gilbert Drake,

Mr. Haviland.
ALBANy ;-Mr. Yates, General Ten Broeck, John Ten

Broeck, Mr. Cuyler, CoJonel Renselaer, Mr. Adgate,
Colonel Livingston.

TRyoN.-Mr. William Harper, Mr. frloore, Mr. Newkerk,
Mr. Veder.

ULSTER.-Colonf'l De 1Vitt.
ORANGE.-MI'. Jos. Smith, Colonel Allison, Mr. 1Visner.
CHARLoTTE.-Mr. Duel', CoJone\ Williams, Major Webster.
DUTcHEss.-Dr. Crane, 1\1r. R. R. Livingston, Mr. H.

Schenck Mr. Gilbert I.Jivin~ston, Captain Platt.
CUMBERLA~D.-Mr. Stevens, 'Mr. Sessions.

The Convention was informed by several Members, that
the Stores from White-Plains, for the removal whereof John
Cregier.was lately sent, are now. arrived at Mr. Bogardus's
landing m a small Sloop or Petllauger, und.er a g,uard of. a
Ser(reant and twelve men, who ought to be Immediately dls-
cha~ged and furnished with provisions for their return.

Ordered That the said Stores be landed and stored lmder
the care"of Nathaniel Sackett, Esq., who is hereby appointed
a Commissary for that pl1l'pose; and that Mr.. Sackett be,
and hereby is, authorized and requested to fUl'l1Ishand pro-
vide the guard with provisions for their return.

MI'. Smith, of Suffolk County, infol'lTwd t~e C~nv~ntion
that a certain person of the name ?f Harr.~son, IS ~n the
neighbourhood, and can give some ~nformatlon relatIve to
the situation of tbe enemy and dlsatfected on Nassau-
Island.

l\h. Harrison says that the Ministerial Troops have been
to Oyster-Bay and Hempstead; that the disatfected inhab-
itants ha \'11joined to assist the enemy, and proceeded as far
as Setauket. that General Howe has set guards to prevent
any person ~oming otf the island .01'.removing cattle; that
Isaac Ketchum has taken'a commiSSIon and got some men;
tbat 1Villiam Smith, of , administers oaths of fidelity
or aJlegiance to the inhabitants, and that Thomas Smith, .of
Hog-Island, receives their submissi<?ns; tha~ Colonel. ~.lV-
ingston is moving westward Ot~the Island with .the Mlllt.la ;
that a number of men were gOing from Connectlcut to .bl'mg
otf some gunpowder from Huntington and a qu~n."ty .of
flom there which one I"eland had sold to the MItJlsterml
Army; th~t he saw Colonel Smith, of Suffolk County, in
Connecticut.

Ordered, That CoJonel De Witt, Mr. l'Villia1~ Smith,
and MI'. R. R. Livingston be a Committee to devIse ways
and means to succom the subjects of this State on Nassau-
Island.

On motion of Mr. Jay,
Resolved That a Committee of Safety and Correspond-

ence lor tb;t part of tbis State which lies below the Hi~h-
lanns be immediately fi)rmed; that Colonel Remsen, ,l\'IaJor
Abeel, and Major Peter P. Van Zandt, be that CommIttee.

And Ordered, That Mr. Duane, Mr. Jay, and ,Mr. Duel',
be a Committee to draw up Instructions for that Committee
of Safet v.

And 'Ordered, That Coloneilloffman be excused. fi'om
attending at New- York as a correspondent, accordmg to
his Jate appointment for that purpose.

Resolved, unanimously, That the Committee of Safety

and Correspondence at New- York be appointe,dand a'~thor-
ized to take fi'om the doors of the HOllses 111the cIty of
New- York all the Brass Knockers, and that they cause the
same to be sent to some careful person at New-Ark, in New-
Jersey, with all possible despatch; tb.at the said Co.mmittee
keep as accurate an account as possible of tbe wetght a~d
value of them, and of the houses from whence taken, II)
order that satisfaction may be hereafter made to the respect-
Ive owners.

The residue of the morning was spent in preparing the
Resolutions for reinforcing the Garrisons of the Forts on
Hudson's River. The long preamble prepared by Mr.
Dualle, and many other parts, were read, amended, and
agreed to.

MI.. W/.Sner, of Orange, moved, and was seconded, that
a Bounty be allowed to the Militia now to be called i?to
service in this State. Debates arosf', and the questlon
being put, the votes were as follows, viz:

Forthe.affirmative. for theNegative.
2 Cumberland. 2 Charlotte.
6 Albany. 3 Tryon.
3 Orange. 5 Dutchess.

4 Westchester.
11 votes.

14 votes.

But by reason of the absence of severa{ Members, the
consideration of allowing Bounty is deferred till afternoon.

Die Sabbati, 4 ho. P. M., September 7,1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yate,~,Jun., Esq., President.

NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Duane, Mr. Jay.
WESTCHF.STER.-Colone\ Drake, Major Lockwood, Mr.

Haviland.
ALBANy.-Mr. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck,

Colonel P. Livingston, Mr. Adgate, Colonel Renselaer,
Mr. Cuyler, Mr. John Ten Broeck.

TRyoN.-Mr. William Harper, :Mr. Moore, Mr. Veder.
Ur,sTER.-Colonel De Witt.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison, MI'. Joseph Smith.
CHARLOTTE.-Mr. ~Vebster,Colonel Williams, Mr. Duel'.
DUTcHEss.-:Mr. Robert R. Livintfstol1, Mr. Gilbert Liv-

inO'ston Mr. Platt, Dr. Crane, Mr. Schenck.1=> ,
S. .

'CUMBERr,A~D.-Mr. Stevl'ns, Mr. . esswlls.

The Convention resumed the consideration of the Report
of the Committee who were sent to visit the Forts ftfont-
gomery and Cons~itution; and after so.me time ~pent thereon,
and the completlllg of tbe Resoll,1tlon~, de?lgned ror re-
infOl'cinO' the Garrisons at those Fortifications, wIth tbe
preambles thereto, and the appointment of. the Officers to
c.ommand such reinforcements, tbe same bemg finally read
and Hrrreed to, are in the words following, to wit:

Th~ Committee appointed tbe 2d instant, to \'isit and
examine into the state of Forts ftlontgomery and Constitu-
tion in the Hirrhlands, laid before the Convention returns
fro~ ditferent Officers at those Fortresses, showing the con-
dition and wants of the respective Garrisons, from which,
and the Reports of the Committee, among other things it
appears tbat there are at present no more troops in the High-
lands than seven hundred and sixty-four, whereof tllref
hundred and ninety-eight are at Fort ~lon.tgomery, and two
hundred and sixteen at Fort Constztutwn. The troops
consist of Militia of the State, excepting five Companies
of the Second New- York Continental Battalion. That to
render Fort Constitution tenable, the West-Point, which
commands it, ollght to be fortified. That considerable
progress is made in f~rtifying an advantageous eminence on
the western shore, a httle to the south of Fort lUontgomery,
and within the reach of cannon, but it is still incomplete.
That the remaining part of the said troops, being one hun-
dred and fifty, is employed in erecting works on the east
side of the river, about three miles helow Fort ltlolltgom-
ery, at a place callerl Red-/look, near. P(;eb~ill, which
are well calculated to prevent the enemies landmg 011that
side, and becoming masters of the Highlands opposite to
Fort ftlontgomcry. That Brigadier-General James Clinton,
commanding at the said Fortresses, informed tbe Com-
mittee tbat, exclusive of tbe post at Red-Hook, an aug-
mentation of one thousand men was requisite for completing
and defendinrr the Fortresses under his directions, and
earnestly requ~sted that this Convention would immediately
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procure such reinforcement, as well as the several articles
of ammunition, stores, and necessaries, hereafter specified, of
which he stood in the utmost need.

This Convention having duly considered the said repre-
sentation and requisition, and well knowing how mnch the
safety of this State, as well as the success of the united
efforts of this oppressed Continent in the defence of our
common liberties, must depend on maintaining the pos-
session of Hudson's River, and guarding it against the
invasion which is to be apprehended from the enemy; con-
sidering, at the same time, the little probability that it can
at present be in the power of his Excellency General
Washington to detach for this service any of the army
which is employed in opposing the progress of the enemy
in the southern part of this State; the Convention must
again have recourse to the good people of this State, not
doubting but that, inspired by a virtuous love for their
country, they will, on an occasion so pressing, and at a
period when iheir lives, their liberties, and every temporal
blessing, are in imminent danger, stand forth with zeal and
alacrity in the greatest and best of causes;

Therefore Resolved, That six hundred men be, with all
possible despatch, detached from the Militia of this State,
and sent to the Forts ltlontgomery and Constitution, as a
reinforcement td those galTisons.

That one hundred and fifty men from that part of the
County of Albany which is within and to the southward of
the Manor of Renselaerwyck, including the City of Albany,
one hundred and seventy-five men from the County of
Dutchess, two hundred men from the County of Ulster, and
seventy-five men from that part of the County of Orange
which lies above the Mountains, all exclusive ofcommis-
sioned officers, be immediately detached by ballot, and
marched to augment the Garrisons at Forts ltlontgomery and
Constitution.

~

Resolved,That the abovereinforcementcontinue in ser- "

vice two months after their arrival at the said Fortresses;
and that this Convention will discharge them sooner in case
sufficient garrisons of Continental Troops shall be ordered
to, and arrive at, those Forts before the expiration of the"
said two months; and that the Militia so drafted shall be
entitled to the same" pay and" rations as are allowed to the
Continental Troops. .

Resolved, That the above Levies be formed into Com--
panies, in the following manner, to wit; Those from the
County of Ulster into three Companies, and those from
Albany and Dutc/tess respectively into two Companies each,
and those from the County of Orange into one Company,
and that each Company have one Captain, two Lieutenants,
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, and one
Fifer.

That the said reinforcement shall be formed into one
Battalion, to be commanded by a Colonel, Lieutenant-Col-
onel, and Major, to be appointed by this Convention; that
a Surgeon, Adjutant, and Quartermaster, shall be appointed
for the said Battalion, the first by the Convention, and
the two last by the Colonel. That the Captains and Sub-
alterns be appointed by the Field Officers of the Regiments
in each respective County from which the quotas are to
be raised, out of the Militia Officers, having regard to their
rank and the dates of their commissions, if a sufficient
number of such are willing to serve; if not, that they shall
be at liberty to appoint such others as they shall think
properly qualified; and that the Non-commissioned Officers
be appointed by the Captain of each Company under whom
they are to serve.

Resolved, That each Non-commissioned Officer and Pri-
vate shall provide himself with a good MUoket or Firelock,
Bayonet or Tomahawk, a Blanket and Knapsack, and
every six men with a Pot or Camp-kettle; and that one
penny pel' mile be allowed to each Non-commissioned
Officer and Private during their march, for subsistence-
money, and one day's pay for every twenty iniles between
their respective homes and rendezvous, going and returning.

And to the intent that the Levies so rai~ed may not be
unfurnished with Arms, the Committees in the different
Townships and Districts in the said Counties, and the Col-
onels of the respective Regiments, are hereby authorized
amI empowered to furnish all such as have not Arms, by
taking them from those who are not drafted and such other
persons in the Districts as have Arms, the same being valued

by the Committee of each District, the amount of such val-
uation hereafter to be paid to the proprietors of the said
Arms by tbis Com'ention, or the Arms restored in the same
ordpr to their former proprietors.

Resolved, That Colonel Johannes Snyder, of Ulster
County be and is bereby appointed Colonel, Lieutenant-
Colonel John Bailey, Jun., of Dutchess County, to be
Lieutenant-Colonel, of the Levies, now ordered to be
detached from the Counties of Albany, Ulster, Dutchess,
and Orange, and that a Commission be sent blank to the
Committee of Albany, for a Major for the said Levies, to
be offered first to the eldest"Major of the Militia in the
County of Albany, and in case of his refusal, to the next
eldest in succession until it is accepted.

Resolved, That new Commissions issue for the Officers
of those detachments, and that the Field Officers be by
those Commissions appointed to that command, in addition
to their former commands in the Militia of their respective
Counties.

Resolved, That 50 Spades, 50 Wood-axes, 50 Pick-axes,
24 Shovels, 25 BiB-hooks, 200 weight of Lead, 1000 weight
Langrage, 1000 round and bar Shot for nine-pounders, 50
sets of cast-iron Carriage-Wheels for cannon, 1000 weiO"htof
Nails for building barracks, 1000 rounds of six-pounl'Ball
and Grape-Shot, three sets of men's Harness for drawing
cannon, 30 pounds of Twine, 12 pounds of Thread for car-
tridges, and one Armourer with the tools of his business,
be immediately procured and for~arded to Fort Mont-
gomery. And that John Schenck be appointed an Agent
for that purpose, with authority to draw on the Treasurer
for a sum not exceeding twenty-five hundred Dollars, for
which he shall keep and render an exact account.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to John
Schenck, as Agent for fumishing the Forts Constittttion
and Montgomerie with the articles directed by this Conven-
tion, any sum for which he may apply not exceeding twenty-
five hundred Dollars, for which Mr. Schenck is to keep and
render account.

The subject of granting a Bounty to the detachments of
Militia ordered by the aforegoing Resolutions, was reas-
sumed. After a short time spent therein, the further con-
sideration thereof was postponed till next week.. The following Preamble was read and agreed to, to intro-
duce the copies of the aforegoing Resolutions, which shall
be sent to the Commanding Officers of the Militia in the
Counties from whence the Militia are ordered to be detached,
VIZ;

"The Committee appointed to visit and examine into
the state of the Fortresses in the Highlands, report, among
other things, that an immediate reinforcement is necessary
and earnestly requested by General Clinton, the command-
ing officer."

Ordered, That the Secretaries prefix this Preamble to
the copies to be sent to the Officers of the Militia in tbe
Counties, instead of the other long introduction.

Ordered, That a copy of the sqid Resolutions be imme-
diately prepared and despatched to the Delegates of this
State at Congress, and that Mr. Robert R. Livingston pre-
pare a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this State at
Congress, to accompany the said Resolutions.

Ordered, That a copy of the Resolution of this Conven-
tion, for removing Bells from tbe Churches and publick
edifices in New- York, be sent to the Delegates of this State
at Congress.,

Ordered, That a certified copy of the Committee - on
General Washington's Letter; -relative to sending Forces to
King's Bridge, be sent to the Delegates of this State at
Congress.

The Convention were informed that there are several
women and a number of children, amounting to fifteen in
the whole, at Captain Wiltse's Landing, in a storehouse,
who came from New- York, and say that they were sent out
by the Committee; but that they bave not certificates,
which the Committee usually gave; that they are willing
to work, but are poor and have not subsistence. That the
widow and children of Isaac Teller, deceased, are near this
place, without support, and tbe widow in a sick and low
condition.

Ordered, That Major Henry Schenck have discretionary
power to provide for tlw maintenance of the poor now at
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Wiltu;'s Landing, and also for the widow and children of
Isaac Teller, deceased.

Resolved unanimously, and Ordered, That the Treasurer
of this State stop payment of all Accounts passed by the
Auditor-General for Colonel Smith's Re~iment of Levies,
and for the drafts of the Militia D'OmKing's and Queen's
County, commanded by Colonel Remsen, till he shan
receive further orders from this Convention or a future
Legislature of this State.

Resolved, That the President, Mr. William Smith, Major
Webster, Mr. Duane, Mr. Adgate, and Mr. Jay, be a
Committee of Safety of this State until the next meeting of
a representation of the State in this Convention. That the
PreiJident and three members be a quorum of that Commit-
tee. Tbat every member of this Convention who shall
attend shall have a voice, and that the said Committee be
and is hereby authorized to take every measure necessary
for the safety, defence, and protection of this State. '

Colonel De Witt has leave of absence to go home, and
return as soon as possible.

Mr. Duer has lea \'e of absence for two or three days.
Mr. Wisner, Mr. Joseph Smith, and Colonel Allison,

obtained leave of absence, to return on iHonday at noon.
Dr. Crane had leave of absence, to,return on ~lt10nday

next, at two o'clock.
Mr. Robert R. Livingston had leave of absence, to

return on ~lt10nday next.

Mr. R. R. Livingston, accordin~ to orde~, reported a
draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this State at Conven-
tion, which was read, and referred to the Committee of
Safety.

Ordered, That Nathaniel Sackett, Esq., as Commissary,
deliver to anyone of the Deputies of Charlotte County,
fifteen hundred weight of Lead and one thousand Flints, to.
be seut to Charlotte County, fdi' the use of the inhabitants
of that County, to be paid and accounted' for by the County
Committee and inhabitants of tbat County, to this State.
Mr. Sackett to take a receipt for the same of the Deputy to
whom he shall deliver it.

And Ordered, That Mr. Sackett deliver one ton and an
half of Lead to any of the Members of Tryon County,
together with three thousand Flints for the use of the inhab-
itants of that County, to be paid and accounted for by the
inhabitants of that County, to this State. And that Mr.
Sackett take a I'eceipt for the same of the Deputy to whom
it will be delivered.

bronght before the Com"elition of this State, or this Com-
mittee of Safety, and that Captain James [1'eeks apprehend
him accordingly.

Ordered, That Mr. Cuyler and Captain Platt be a Com-
mittee to take the Spears brought from New- York, and get
a model for making other Spears, with such altel'ationsand
amendments as they may think most advantageous.

Ordered, That a copy of the Resolution of the Conven-
tion of this State for furnishing Fort ~Montgomery with the
articles and stores reported by the Committee as wnnted by
General James Clinton, be immediately despatched to MI'.
John Schenck, and that the President write a letter to Mr.
John Schenck requesting his immediate answer whether he
will undertake the agency therein mentioned; and if he
should undertake the same that he make the utmost de-
spatch.

The said Letter and order was despatched immediately.

Resolved, That a Letter be written by the President to
General J. Clinton, at Fort Montgomery, acquainting him
of the reinforcement directed by the Convention of this
State for the Fortresses under his command, and that he be
requested to forward barracks for their reception as soon as
possible.

A short Letter was accordingly written and signed by the
President, and delivered, to be forwarded to General James
Clinton.

A Letter received yesterday noon from his Exce]lency
General Washingtun was read, and is in the words followin<T,. 0
to Wit:

"Head-Q.uarters, New-York, September6,1776.
"SIR: I have now before me your letter of the 4th instant,

enclosing the repo!'t against ordering out any more of the
Militia from the Counties of Orange, Dutchess, Westches-
ter, or Ulster. The reaso.ns alleged by the Committee to
whom this matter was referred, are entirely satisfactory to
me, and therefore I do not expect a compliance with that
part of my letter which respects this matter.

"
I ha ve the honour to be your most obedient servant,

"Go. ''''
ASHINGTON.

"To the Hon. Abraham Yates, J un., Esq., President of the
Committee of Safety of the State of New- York."

Die Lunre, 4 ho. P. M., September9,1776.
The Committee met pUI'suant to adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President; Colonel
Peter R. Liv

.

ingston, Mr. Robert Harp
.

er,
.

Mr.
.

WilNam
Harper, Mr. Adgate, Major Webster, Mr. Sessions, Col-
onel Drake, Captain Platt, Mr. Haviland, Mr. William
Smith.

A Letter received of Genera] James Clinton was read,
and is in the words following, to wit:

"Fort Montgomery, September 8, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to your request I send you a
return of articles wanted at the Fortifications in the Hi"h-
lands. I have made a return of carpenters' tools: the
reason of it is, that we have many carpenters amongst us
that we can't employ for want of tools. I haye sent to
New- York, to the Quartermaster-General, for nails. I am
in hopes he will supply me. I don't much expect to get
the shingles: if they can't be got, we must use boards. As

Die Lunre, II ho. A. M., September9, 1776. many of our arms want repair, we would be glad to have
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. an armourer, with his tools, here for some time. I give you
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President; Ca-p- an account of the artillery stores and ordnance when you

tain Platt, Major Lockwood, MI'. Haviland, Mr. TVilliam were here, with the number of men at each post; therefore

Smith, Colonel Drake, Colonel Renselaer, Mr. Cuyler, think it unnecessary to send it again. In case of an attack
Mr. Jay, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Sessions, Major Webster, and I think we are too weak of men; therefore expect you will
Mr. Stevens. consider of some way to reinforce us, if you judge it neces-

A Letter from Brigadier-General Scott, dated the 6th in-
sary.

" I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
stant, and received yesterday by S. Dyckman, the mes- C B .

fil "JAMES LINTON, rzg adier-General."senger, was read and ed.
He therein, in pursuance of the request of the Conven- The following Return of Necessaries wanted at the For-

tion on the instant, gives a particuJar account of the ti6cations in the Highlands, enclosed in General James
situation and movements of the Army since the retreat from Clinton's Letter, was also read, and is as follows, viz:
Nassau-Island. A Return of J-Vecessaries wanted at the Fortifications in

It was represented to' this Committee that a certain the Highlands.
Warns is spreading or propagating false and mischievous Fifiy Axes; 50 Spades; 25 Mattocks; 25 Shovels;' 25
reports tending to injure the cause of America: Bill-Hooks; 20 Wheelbarrows; 1 dozen FJat and Half.

Ordered, therefore, That he be forthwith apprehended and rOllnd Files; 1 dozen of Three-square ditto; 2 large

FIFTH SE-RIES.- V OL. II. 43

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
Sunday Morning, September 8, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Esq., President; Mr. Bancker,
Mr. Duane, l\'lr. Adgate, Mr. Moore, Mr. Ten Broeck,
Mr. Lockwood, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Sessions, Mr. TVilliam
Harper, Mr. Veder, Mr. Cuyler.

Ordered, That NaJhaniel Sackett, Esq., as Commis-
sary,deliverone ton of Lead to the DeplJlies of the County
of Albany, for tbe use of the jnhabitants of that County, ami
take a receipt for the same; the County Committee and
inhabitants of the County of Albany to account and pay for
the same to this State.
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Sledges; Q Hand Vices; 10 Broad-axes; 10 Hand Saws;
10 Hammer3; 5 Iron Squares; 2 dozen of Nail Gimhlets; 6
pair of Compasses; 5 sets of Framing Chise1s and Augers; .

6 Spike Gimblets; 3 set of Match Planes, for inch and
inch and a half Plank; 32,000 Brick; 10,000 Shingles;
700 weight of IrOll; 25 Ibs. of Blistered Steel; 400
weight of 10d. Nails; 300 weight of 20d. ditto; 20 bogs-
heat-Js of Lime; 7000 feet of 3-incb Plank; an Armourer,
with his Tools, is wanting much; 5000 weight of Lead;
10 Ibs. of Thread ; 2000 of Tacks ; 24 Sheep-Skins; 1000
weight of 6-lb. Shot; 1000 weight of 9-lb. ditto, one half
each double-headed; Ii ton of Grape Shot, from 4 to 6
oz. weight; I large Magazine Lock; 2 pair of Shears; 50
set of cast Carriage Wheels; 10 ]bs. of Twine; aquan-
tity of Oil. and Paint to paint the Carriages.

A Letter from his Excellency General TfTashington, dated
yesterday, and received by a messenger, was read, and
is in the words fc)lIowing, to wit:

"Head-Quarters, New-York, September8,1776.

"SIR: I have just received the resolve of your Conven-
tion, respecting the removal of the bells belonging to the
different churches and publick edifices in this city, to New
Ark, in the Province of New-Jersey. The measure I
highly approye of, ,and shall accordingly have it t;arried into
execution.

"I have late]y beep conversing with General Clinton con-
cerning the defence of the Forts on the Highlands, who
agrees with me in sentiment, that the force already tbere is
by no means sufficient. 1 should, therefore, conceive it
would be greatly in advancement of the service if you
would. cause a reinforcement of the Militia, amounting to
about six bundred, to be sent there from tbe Counties of
Ulster and Orange, or any other tbat may be mo~t proper
and con \'enient. They may be usefully and importantly
employed as well in the defence of the Highlands, in case
they should be attacked, as in erecting new works and for-
tifications, by which they may be rendered more secure.

"I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

"
Go. WASHINGTON.

"To Hon. Abraham Yates, Jun" Esq."
Another better from General Washington, received by

the same messenger, was also read, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:

"Head-Quarters, New-York, September8,1776.

"SIR: I wrote you this morning by your express, but
omitted mentioning a matter of consequence. It being
deetrmined to remove Our sick to Orange. Town, we
shall want four large Albany sloops for that purpose. The
fatigue of travelling that distance by land would not only
be more than the patients could belir, but we have full
employ for our wagons in transporting baggage, tents, &c.,
for the troops, from hence to our outposts. I must, there-
fore, beg the favour of your honourable body to procure the
above number of vessels, and send them down with as
much despatch as possible to this city.

" I am, with respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
"Go. WASHINGTON.

"To Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President of Convention
of New- York.

"P. S. I shall be glad to know, by return of the express,
when I may probably expect the sloops down. There are
several now on the lower parts of the river, with boards:
perhaps you might engage them to come this way, which
would save time."

Resolved, That Brigadier-General James Ch:nton be re-
quested to send a careful officer, in a whale-boat well man-
ned, down lIudson's River, to impress foul' large river
Sloops, to go to New- York for the Sick, agreeable to the
request of his Excellency General Washington, and that a
press warrant issue for that purpose. -

And lest such four Sloops should not be large enongh for
the purpose,

Resolved, That two other Sloops he impressed at Fish-
kill landing and despatched for the same purpose.

Ordered, That the Secretary present prepare a copy of
the Resolutions of the Convention of this State, of the 7th
instant, for detaching /i'om the Militia of this State a reinforce-
ment to the garrisons of the Fortifications in the Highlands,
to be sent to his Excellency by the return of his messenger.

A draft of a Letter to General Washington was read and
approved, and is in the words following, to wit:

"SIR : Your Excellency's letters of the 8th instant this
moment arrived, and we are happy to inform you that the
f('goilitions enc\ost'd ha\'e anticipated your Excel1ency's
recommendation relative to a reinforcement for the fortresses
in the Higb]ands; and although we ha ve done every thing
in our power to raise them with despatch, we are appre-
hensive that the whole will not arrive there within less than
fourteen days, and that all tbe week will elapse before ~ny
of them will be got to the post. The vessels for the sick
shall be procured as soon as possib]e and sent to the City of
New- York, for which purpose we have directed every
empty vessel down the river to be impr~ssed until the num-
ber required is procured, and have ordered lwo others from
Fishkill landing, lest the vessels might be small and four
of them insufficient. Their despatch will depend upon
wind and weather; we suppose, however, they may be
down by Wednesday and Thursday next.

"1 have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your
Excellency's most obedient, humble servant.

"To His Excellency General Washington."
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed

by the President, 1jnd, together with a copy of the Reslllu-
tions of the 7th illstant, for detaching part of the 1\1ilitia,
translhitted to his Excel1ency by his messenger.

A draft of a Letter to Brigadier-General Clinton was read
Bnd approved, and is in the words following, to wit:

"SIR: The Committee received your letter of the 8th
instant, covering a list of the articles wanting at your gar-
rison, and have appointed a person to procure the s~rne.

"They have also to acquaint you tbey passed a resol ve,
and bave forwarded the same to the respective Brigadier-
Genera]s of Ulster, Orange, Dutchess, and Albany, to re-.
inforce your garrisons with six hundred men, with all speed.
I have it in charge to desire you to despatch a whale-boat,
well armed, with a proper officer, early to-morrow morning,
to proceed towards New- York, with orders to impress four
of the first larue, convenient sloops they may meet with,
and send then; to the city of New- York, by request from
General Washington, in order to bring up the sick to the
town of Orang;;, in Orange County, for which pmpose
the captains of the sloops, on their arrival, are to apply to
the Director-General of the Hospital.

"I am, respectfully, sir, your very humble servant.
"By order.

"To Brigadier-General James Clinton."

A Warrant for impressing Sloops was sent to General
James Clinton, in the words following, to wit:

" SIR: You are hereby required, authorized, and empow-
ered, to proceed with a whale-boat, well manned, towards
New- York, and' impress the first four large convenient
river sloops you meet witb, and send them (in pursuance
of a request of his Excellency General Washington,) to
the city of New- York, to remove -the sick from the Hos-
pitals there to Orange- Town, in the County of Orange; for
whicb purpose you wiJI direct lhe captains of the said~loops
respectively, on their arrival at New-York, to inform Gen-
eral Washington of their arrival, and to apply to Doctor
Morgan, the Director-General of the Hospital, for furthel'
orders, for which this shall be your sufficient warrant.

"By order of the Committee: .
"

AB)I. YATES, Jun., Preszdent.

"'To such Officer as General James Clinton shall appoint
to execute this Warrant."

Ordered, That Mr. McKesson pay the bearer of the
above Letter and Warrant eight shillings, to engage them
to make despatch.

Ordered, That John "Moore, Esq., one of the members
of this Committee, be authorized to proceed to l!'ishkill
landing, and there impress two Sloops, with proper per-
sons to navigate them to New- York, to assist in the re-
moval of the Sick from tbe Military Hospitals to Orange
Town.

Thereupon a Warrant was issued to him in the words
following, to wit:

"SIR: You are hereby required, authorized and empow-
ered to proceed to the different landings near Fishkill, and
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imprp,ss the first two largp, convenient sloops you maY,find,
and send them (in pursuance of a request of his Excellency
General Washington) to the city of .New- York, to remov~
the sick from the Hospital there to Orange-Town, in the
County of Orange; for which purpose you will direct the
Captains of the said sloops respectively, on their arrival at
New- York, to inform General Washington of theil' arrival,
and tQ apply to Doctor Jlilorgan, the Director-General of
the Hospital, for further orders, for which this shaH be your
sufficient warrant.

" ARM.YATES,Jun., President.

"To John Moore, Esquire."
The Committee were informed that William Warne, who

has been apprehended by their order, is attending in custody.
Ordered, That he be br9ught in for examination.

Die Lunre, 4 ho. p, M. .

William Warne, of Fishkill, whee]wright, being exam-
ined, says, that the news he told that thirty thousand Inen
were arrived on Long-Island, he heard on Long-Island,
from the inhabitants there; that he came from Long-Island
on Thursday last. That David Colden told him there
were above thirty thousand men on Long-Island, and that
ten thousand more were lately arrived at Staten-lslapd;
that either David Colden or some other person informed
him that fifteen thousand more were expected. That a
Doctor told him that General Burgoyne had so many men
in Canada, of the Canadians and Indians, as, with eight
hundred Regulars, amount to twenty-five thousand.

That he was informed that men were
killed and fifteen hundred taken prisoners. That he was
informed that Lasher's battalion was so far destroyed that
it \\"ould not be recruited; that Doctor Ogden informed
that Suffolk County had given up; that General Howe had
sent to Suffolk County that if they wou]d submit and tes- .
tify their loyalty, they must send him two hundred wagons,
and that near three hundred had passed his house; that one
of the LiO'ht-Horsemen told he had taken General T¥oodhull
in the d:rk in a barn; that before he would answer when
he spoke to the General, he had cut him on the head and
both arms; that the ships in the Sound prevented his get-
ting oft'the Island; that the enemy said they had about two
hundred men killed and wounded.

William Warne, by order, withdrew.

Ordered, That he be committed to the custody of Cap-
tain Weeks tiH further orders, and that Captain Platt direct
that the witnesses against him be summoned to attend this
Committee and give evidence.

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this State in Con-
gress, reported by Mr. Robert R. Livingston on the 7th
instant, was read and amended, and approved of, and is in
the words foHowing, to wit:

"GENTLEMEN: Sensible of the gFeat importance of the
posts in the Highlands, we have lately directed an inquiry
into their situation, which will appear from the enclosed re-
turns to be far from such as we could wish.

"The necessity General Washington has of all the troops
that COllIpose his army at New- York, prevented his sparing
to these fortresses sufficient garrisons or the. necessary
stores. What may be the fate of the country below the
Highlands, is, as yet, uncertain, and may possibly depend
on the event of a single battle. Should these posts be
properly secmed, we cannot but hope that the greater part
of this State might nevertheless be retained, and the com-
munication between the Northern and Southern States be by
that means kept up; for which reason we wish YOll to call
the attention of the Congress to an object of wbose import-
ance they have always been sensible, and to ask a proper
supply of stores. We have already afforded them all in ollr
power to supply. Fire ships would be of great use, yet for
want of materials we are unable to proceed in preparing
them. Seamen cannot be procured here to man our armed
vessels without the greatest delay and difficulty, unless
drafted Ii'om the army. Perhaps tbey may begot at Phil-
adelphia.

"By the enclosed resol ves YOll will find that we have
endea \'oured to rein force the garrisons in the Highlands.
As these men are aH ta~n from the plough, we are very
anxious to have them relieved as soon as the circumstances
of the Continent will admit.

" We have borrowed of the Stpte of COTm~cticut twenty
pieces of cannon, (ten twelve and ten six-pounders,) for
the forts, We wish they were hea\'ier, but we fear this
deficiency cannot be supplied, and therefore must endeavour
to do without them. YOll will find by the enclosed re-
solves that we have taken measures to increase the number
of our field artiHery. You will be mindful to transmit us
every publick resolve of Congress, and at least one of the
Pennsylvania Gazettes, every week.

"Weare, most respectfully, gentlemen.

"To the Delegates of the State, &c."
Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,

and subscribed by the President, and transmitted, and that
the Secretaries enclose therein copies of all the Resolutions
which have lately been ordered to the Delegates.

Die Martis, 8 ho. A. M., September 10, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun.. Esq., President.

NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Jay.
DUTcHEss.-Doctor Crane, Mr. Sackett, Captain Platt,

Mr. H. Schenck. .

ALBANy.-Mr. Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr. Jolm Ten
Broeck, Colonel Renselaer, Mr. Adgate, Colonel Liv-
ingston, Mr. Cuyler.

TRyoN.-Mr. Harper, Mr. Veder, Mr. JIi/oore.
SUHoLK.-Mr. William Smith.
WESTCHESTER.-Major Lockwood, Mr. Zeb. lmlls, Colo-

nel Gilbert Drake, Mr. Jonathan Platt.
CHARLoTTE.-Mr. Webster.
ULSTER.-Mr. Wisner, Major Parks.
ORANGE.-Co]onel Allison, Mr. Wisner.
Cu~mERLAND.-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

Mr. John Schenck, attending, informs the Committee he
is ready to execute their orders.

Colonel Livingston informed the Committee that the fol-
lowing articles, mentioned in General James Clinton's return
of necessaries, for Forts Jlilontgomeryand Constitution, are
in store at Fishkill Landing, and may be ordered out to Mr.
John Schenck, for the Forts. Thereupon, the foJlowing
Order was unanimously made, and signed by the President,
V1Z:

"Please to deliver to Mr. John Schenck, out of the stores
in your custody, the following articles for the use of Forts
Montgomery and Constitution, taking his receipt for the
same: Tw~nty-five spades, twenty-five 'bill-hooks, twelve
shovels, five thousand weight of lead, (delivering first all the
lump lead in store, and the residue in ball and buck-shot,)
and seven skeins or balls of thread.

"ARM. YATES,Jun., President.
"To Nathaniel Sackett, Esq.".

The following Order was given to Mr. John Schenck, for
supplying the Fortifications, instead of the order made by
the Convention on the 7th instant, the copy whereof Mr.
Schenck returned:

"SIR : You are requested with all despatch to procure
the under-mentioned articles for the use of the garrisons of
Forts ~Montgomeryand Constitution; and as soon as they
are ready to send them to Brigadier-General James Clinton,
commander at the said garrisons, taking his receipts for the
same, VIZ: .

"An Armourerwith all his tools complete; 50 wood-axes;
25 spades; 25 mattocks; ] 3 shovels; 20 wheel-barrO\vs;
1000 weight of six-pound iron shot, 1000 weight of nine-
pound ditto--one-half of each double-headed; 3,000 weight of
grape shot from four to six ounces; 50 sets of great gun-car-
riage wheels; 32,000 bricks; 10,000 shingles; 700 weight
of bar iron; 25 pounds of blistered steel; 400 weight of ten~
penny nails; 300 weight of twenty-penny nails; 7,000 feet
of three.inch oak plank; 20 hogsheads of lime; 2,000 tacks;
24 sheep skins; ] large magazine lock; 2 pair shears; a
quantity of oil and paint to paint the carriages; ] dozen of
flat and half round nles; 1 dozen three-square ditto; 2
large sledges; 2 hand-vices; ]0 broad-axes; 10 hand-saws;
10 hammers; 5 iron squares; ~ dozen nail gimblets; 6 pair
of compasses; 5 sets of framing chisels and augers; 6 "pike
gimblets; 2 sets of match planes for iuch and half inch plank;
10 pounds of twine. .

By order: " ARM. YATES, Jun., President."

,.
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On motion, Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius be requested
to acquaint the Convention with the quantities of bar and
other Lead he has shipped off from New- York, the places
where sent to, and the names of the persons in whose hands
they are deposited, and of the residue of other Military Stores
remaining in his hands.

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Norwood, Commissary,
make a return to the Convention of this State, of the Stores
by him ]ately delivered to Zebediah ~'lills, and of those sent
to General Clinton's encampment, or otherwise sent out of
the city of New- York, and of such Stores, if any, as he may
have on hand.

Abraham W. Depeyster being called in at the request
of a member, and desired to give such information respect-
ing Joseph Reade, Esq., as he had heard, Mr. Depeyster
having mentioned sundry matters which he had heard of
him, was directed to withdraw, and reduce his testimony to
writing, in form of an affidavit, and bring it to this Com-
mittee.

A Letter fi'om Brigadier-General Peter Ten Broeck,
dated the 23d August last, was read and filed. He thereby
recommends several gentlemen for Field and Staff Officers
of Colonel Graham's Regiment; some of the Fie]d and
other officer~ of that Regiment being now in service.

He also requests blank commissions for three Companies.
He requests to know whether the custom of electing officers
is to be continued, alleges that thereby officers are gen-
erally appointed who have no command over their men;
which ma~ter he submits, and requests an anSwer.

Colonel Renselaer, Captain Platt, and Colonel Livings-
ton, to whom Genera] Peter Ten Broeck's Letter was com-
mitted, reported a draft of an answer; which was read and
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

"
SIR: I am directed by the Committee of Safety to ac-

quaint you in answer to your Jetter of the 23d of August,
it is their opinion that the respective officers now on duty
are to be and remain the officers of the diffel'ent regiments
to which they belong, unless they should be removed by the
fate of war; and that no new commissions will be granted
to fill up any vacancies occasioned by officers called out in
the service; but that they return to their respective com-
mands, at the expiration of the service they are now on.

"
We shall forward you blank commissions for the three

companies of Militia, provided the officers are now out in
actua1 service. If so, they are in the same predicament as
above, to which beg; your answer.

"I am, respectfully, sir, &c.

"To Brigadier-General P. Ten Broeck, Dutchess County."
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and si<rned

by the President, and transmitted. '"

Colonel Livingston and Co]onel Allison are appointed a
Committee to report a plan of establishing Riders to the
city of New- York.

Captain Zephaniah Platt informed the Committee that'
Mr. Guisbert Schenck, who has been requested to give
information of the late conduct of William Warne, was
attending at the door. Being called in and examined, his
Deposition follows:
"DUTCHESS County, ss:

"Gllisbert Schenck, of Dutches~ County, being duly sworn,
deposcth and saith: That Willwm. Warne lately informed
the deponent that he had come from lVassau-Lland; that
be had been informed, and said it was the publick report on
the island, that the American army had lost in killed and
taken, abont three thousand men; that he bad also heard
that the Roya] army had lost about two hundred men.
That he told the deponent that he had received his infor-
mation fi'om tbe Regulars and the Torip-s. That he also
informed the deponent of a report that one man, by strata-
gem, had taken prisoners either ninety or ninety-nine of the
American army, by informing tbem, when they had sur-
rounded him, tha,t. they were then sur:rounded by a large
Dumber, and advlsmg them to club theIr arms and 170with
him, with which the Americans complied, and were ~hereby
taken prisoners. That he also informed the deponent that
Suffolk County had all surrendered; that the General had
sent them a message, that if they would testify their loyalty
they \!Just send him two hundred wagons; and that they
had sent about three hundred wagons to assist in removinl7

'"

baggage to Hell-Gate. That he also informed the depo-
nent, that he had beard that the Regulars bad thrown I1p a
breastwork opposite to the fortification at Horne's 1Ioo7c,
and delllOlished it. That the said William Warne informed
tbe deponent that he had left Nassau-Island on Friday Jast.
That he gave it as his opinion that the Royal army would
conquer America. GYSBERT SCHENCK.

" Sworn this 10th day of September, ] 776, before me:
"ABM. YATES,Jun., President."

Mr. Abraham .w. De Peyster, agreeable to the directions
given him this morning, brought in this Affidavit, to which
he was sworn, and is in the words following,to wit:
"DUTCHESS County, ss:

"Abraham W. De Peyster being sworn, deposeth and
saith: That on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 4th,
5th, and 6th days of September instant, he was at lVew-
Rochelle, in the County of Westchester; that on one of the
above named days he heard (as far as he can at present
recollect) either The.odosius Barton, of New-Rochelle,
aforesaid, or Anthony Abrahams, of the .town of fVestcllCs-
ter, in substance say, ill a conversation tbis deponent had
with the one or the other of them on the American contest,
that Joseph Reade, late of the city of New- York, attorney-
at-law, but at present, as this deponent understood, a resi-
dent in the town of Westchester, was reputed a great Tory.
That the chief of his, the said Joseph Reade's conversation,
was of the Tory kind; and that he, the said Joseph ReCtde,
had reported, that in the late battle on Long-Lland, be-
tween the American army and that of the King of Great
Britain, tbe Americans had lost either seven or fourteen
thousand men, (this dt'ponent cannot now recoll('ct which
of the two numbers was mentioned, but rather thinks four-
teen;) this deponent further says, that the amountof all he

.heard at New-Rochelle at the time aforesaid, respecting
Joseph Reid, was that the said Joseph Reid was a great
Tory, and very unfriendly to the American cause, and fur-
ther this deponent saith not. A.W.DE PEYSTER."

Sworn before me the 10th September, 1776:
ABM. YATES, Jun., President.

Ordered, That the said Deposition be transmitted to the
Committee of West.chesterCounty, with a Letter requesting
them to proceed thereon.

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of TVestchester
County was read and approved, and is in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

" SIR: I am directed by the Committee of Safety of this
State to send you the enclosed affidavit, and to request the
Committee of Westchester Connty to make furtber inquiry
into the conduct of the person charged, and take such other
steps as shall seem proper to tbem.

" I am, sir, your very humble servant. By order.

"To the Chairman of the County Committee, l¥estches-
ter."

Ordel'ed, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

Two Letters from Mr. Ebenezer lIazard, Posfmaster,
the first dated the 1st, and the other the 6th, day of Sep-
tember,instant, was read and filed.

In the first Jetter he informs that he had submitted the
matter about the privateer, for which the Committee app]jed
to him, to the other owners, and sent the letter from th~
Committee to those owners.

In the postscript to the first letter, and by his second Jet-
ter, he submits to t.heConvention the propriety of estab]ish-
ing a ridei' from Dobbs'sFerry, where the post-officeis, to
Head-Quarters; and that the Albany post shou1d ride alter-
nate]y on each side of lIudson's river, fron) New- Windsor
upwards, and on tbe east side on1y below Fi.yhkill. And
further informs that the Comptrol]er of the Post-Office had
informed bim that the Postmaster-General thou<rht the office
should be kept near Head-Quarters.

0

A draft of an answer to Mr. lIazard was reported by
Mr. Robert Harper and General Ten Broeck, and approved,
and is in the words following, to wit:

" SIR : Yours of the 1st and 6th instant are now before
us. I am in consequence directed to inform you that it is
tbe desire of tbe Convention that the Albany post-rider
should, in going from and returning to .New- York, ride on
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the east side of Hudson's river, between the Fishkill and
the said city, and that he cross the said river at the Fish-
kill or New-lf1indsor, wheR it is his turn to ride on the
west side thereof; and the Convention have no objections
to your keeping your office at Head-Quarters, or any otber
place which tbe postmaster may tbink proper.

"I am, sir, &c.
"To Mr. Ebenezer Hazard."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

Mr. ft'Ioore reported tbat by virtue of tile warrant of this
Commitlee, he bad impressed the Sloops of Ja_mesJackson
and .Martin Wiltse, to proceed to the city of Nf,w- York.

Die Martis, 4 ho. P. M., September 10, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.
N EW-Y oRK.-Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Jay.
DUTGHEss.-Dr. Crane, MI'. H. Schenck, Captain Platt.
ALBANY.-Mr. Ab. Yate.y, Colonel Renselaer, Mr. Cuyler,

General Ten Broeck, Colonel Livin{J"ston, Mr. Adgllte.
TuyoN.-Mr. William Harper, Mr. ft'ioore, Mr. Veder.
SUFFOJ.K.-!..Mr. William Smith.
W ESTCFJESTER.-Colonel Gilbert Budd, Colonel Van Cort-

landt, Mr. Joseph. Platt, Mr. Zeb. Mill$.
CHARLOTTE.-Major Webster.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, Major Park.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison, Mr. Jos. Smith.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

A Member informed the Committee that three witnesses
are, by order, attending at the door, to be examined as to tbe
conduct and declarations of Mr. Warne.

Dr. Theodorus Van Wyck was first called in, and sworn.
He delivered in his testimony in writing. Being cross..
examined by William If/arne, such additions thereto as
became necessary were added; and tbe Amdavit is annexed
to the next page.

Roeloff Schenck being duly sworn on the Holy Evangel-
ists, deposeth and saith : Tbat his brothel', Gui$bert Schenck,
and others, were present at tbe conversation with T¥illiam
Warne; that the said Warne informed them that tbe enemy
were in possession of Nassau-Island; that tbe inbabitants
were making their submission; tbat he s::\id that from the
information he had received, the two armies of the enemy
when tbey met would be near eighty thousand men; that be
intimated that he thought tbe Americans would be overcome;
that he seemed inclined to think that the Americans had
best to submit; that he also said that he had been informed
that tbe Regulars, by a battery or some works on Long-
Island, bad demolished the works at Horne's Hook; that he
said he bad his information fi'om David Colden, Dr. Ogden,
and others; tbat he said he heard a Highlander say that be
bad himself taken ninety-nine men; that he informed that
be had seen many of the officers, both Hessians and others;.
that he said those called friends to Government, were distin-
guished by a piece of something red on tbeir hats; that he
said he was not disposed to fight in tbe affilir on either side,
and that be would be willing to comply with the measu.res
of Government, for that he tbought it would be in vain to
resist, or words to that effect; tbat be further informed that
he bad heard tbat General Howe bad sent down to the
inhabitants of Suffolk County tbat if they did not submit
he would send down his army and destroy them; that tbe
different towns in that County had sent in addresses to the
General; tbat he had directed them if they would testify
their loyalty to send him two hundred wagons to transport
cannon and baggage towards Newtown or Hell-Gate, and
that the different towns had sent tbree hundred wagons;'
that he further said that he had been informed that J~stice
Kissam was administering oaths of allegiance to tbe inhab-
itants. ROELoFF SCFJENCK.

Sworn the 10th day of September, 1776, before me,
AB)l. YATES, Jun., President.

I saw William Warnes the 7th instant, who told me he
left Long-Lland the 5th in the evening, and says tbe regular
army on Long-Island is upward of tbirty thousand strong;
tbat ten tbousand had Jately arrived on Staten-Island; that
fifteen thousand was daily expected; tbat Burgoyne's army
of Regulars, Canadians, and Indians, WaS fifteen tbousaod;
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that they had spies throughout ~he Continent, and had intel.
ligence of each otber frequently; that in the late skirmishes
on Long-lyland we bad lost in killed, prisoner.s, and wonnded,
two thousand five hundred; that when our troops evacuated
Long-Island we left all our cannon and provisions; that our
army bebaved ill, saving two regiments, viz: a Jersey regi-
ment and Colonel Lasher's regiment, the latter but a few
escaped; that the Regulars' loss did not amount to two
hundred; tbat General WOQdhull was taken, with Increase
Carpenter, in the said Carpenter's barn; that General How~
sent to the inbabitants of Suffolk to corne in, and to show
their 10yalty to send down two bundred wagons; they
immediately sent three hundred; be likewise told me be
was almost a Tory, and advised us all to turn Tories, that
the King would certainly overcome us; that tbe said Wil~
[iam Warne informed him that be heard the above-mentioned
matters from David Colden,a Surgeon of the Army, sev~
enil of the Ligbt-Horse, and Dr. Ogden; tbat he did not
say that be knew any of these tbings of bis own knowl-
edlfe.
t!, '" THEODORUS V.AN'VYC1(, Jun.

Sworn before me the 10th September, 1776:
ABM. Y A'J,"E.S,Jun., President.

Peter Horton being duly sworn on tbe Holy Evangelists,
deposeth and s~Jith: That William Warne infor01ed him that
he had seen the Regulars and some of the Hessian officers;
that be said tbe l{egulars had told him they had killed,
wounded, and taken, three thousand of our men; that he
said be reckoned they would beat us; tbat he said he was a
Tory; that be told him one of the Regulars said he had
killed one man and taken ninety-nine more, and that oneoe
the Light-Horse bad killed two Riflemen and taken two
otbers; that tbis conversation was on last Sa.turday even-
ing. PETER HORTON.

Sworn tbe 10th day of September, 1776, befof(.')me:
ABM. Y A'J,"ES,Jun., Pre$ident.

Tbe Doorkeeper was directed to take the said William
Warne to Captain T¥eeks' or any otber place wbere he may
be safely kept till to-mOrrow morning.

Colonel Livingston and Colonel Allison, the Committee
to wbom was referred the subject of employing Post-Riders,
delivered in their Report, which was read.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed
till to-morrow rnorning.

A Letter from .Colonel Henry Remsf,n, dated at New-
Haven, the 7th instant, was read. He therein informs that
MI'. Peter Colt is agent for Colonel Trumbull, tbe Com-
missary-General; is employed up Hudson's river to purcbase
flour. He recommends Mr. Colt to the Members of the
Convention to direct bim wbere La apply for flour.

Ordered, That Colonel P. R. Livingston, Mr. Wi.mer,
Captain Platt, Major Park, , be a Committee to
confer with Mr. Colt, and give him tbe best directions they
can on that subject.

Colonel Remsen further informs by his said Letter that he
is waiting at New-Ha.ven for the arrival of Captain Harrison
from Providence, which were imported by Mr. Van Zandt
and bimself for the State of New- York; tbat he expects
them soon, and requests dil'ections how to dispose of, or
where to lodge the said goods.

Ordered,That tbat part of Colonel Remsen's Letter which
relates to the Dry Goods be deferred for considerationtill
to-morrow moming.

Major Schenck informed tbe Convention that Captain
Wiltse's Sloop, which was impressed to go to New- York
for the Sick, is delayed for want of a Mastel'; that Captaio
Wiltse's wife is in such a situation thai he cannot go ahroad,
and that Captain Bush declines going.

Onhred, Tbat Major Schenck go to the landing, and
endeavour to procure some proper person to proceed witb
the said Sloop immediately.

N. B. Colonel Renselaer obtained the consent of all the
Memberspresent to go home and take chal'~e of his Hegi-
ment, to furnish their quota of men, and to prepare and
command the Regiment should they be generally called to
action.

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., September 11, 1776.

The Committee lIJet pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., President.
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NEW-Y oRK.-Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Duane, Mr.
Bancker, Mr. Jay.

DUTcHEss.-Dr. Crane, Mr. Zcph. Platt, Mr. Sackett.
Ar_BANv.-Mr. Yates, MI'. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Cuyler,

Mr. AdIJate, General Ten Broeck, Colonel Livingston,
Mr. Robert Yates.

TRvoN.-Mr. 1tloore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Veda.
.

SUFFoLK.-1\Ir. William Smith.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner,Colonel Allison, Mr. Joseph Smith.
CHARLoTTE.-Major Webster.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Parks.
WESTCHESTER. - Colonel Courtlandt, Colonel Gilbert

Drake, Mr. Haviland, Mr. Jonathan Platt, Mr. Zeb.
Mills.

'CUMBERLAND.-Mr. Stevens, Mr. Sessions.

The Report of the Committee 011the subject of employ-
ing Post-Riders to New- York, was again read. After some
time spent thereon it was referred to the Convention of this
State.

Colonel Remsen's Letter of the 7th instant. from New- '

. Haven, was again read. He therein requested directions

how to dispose of a parcel of Dry-Goods imported by Mr.
Van Zandt and himself, for the use and on the account of
this State.

Thereupon a draft of an answer to Colonel Remsen was
read and approved of, and is in the words following, viz:

"SIR : Your letter, by Mr. Colt, has been received, and
the necessary instructions given him.

" You will be pleased to transport the goods you mention
to Fishkill, in the most cheap and expeditious manner, and
by no means suffer any of them to be detained or sold.

"When the Convention shall be particularly informed of
the circumstances of the inhabitants who have lately quitted
Long-Island, they will doubtless make such a provision for
them as humanity and the condition of this State may
render necessary and proper. Weare, &c. By order.

"To Colonel Henry Remsen."

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

On consideration of the case of William TfTarne, the
Committee came to the following determination, viz:

Whereas, William Warne has been guilty of propagating
divers false reports' calculated to injure the American cause,
and hath also confessed to certain persons that he was a
Tory, and that in his opinion it was best for the country to
submit to its enemies:

Resolved, That the said William TVarne be committed

to the Gaol of this County for one month. That the super-
intendents of the ship-yards at Poughkeepsie be requested
and authorized to take the said Warne out of Gaol every
morning, and set him to work in the yards, and return him
to Gaol every night; and that they pay him weekly such'
wages as his labour may be reasonably worth.

Resolved, That at the expiration of the said month, the

said Gaoler bring the said William Warne before the Con-
vention, or a Committee of Safety of this State, whichever
of them may be then sitting, to the end that he may abide
such further order as may be then made concerning him.

Ordered, That Captain Evert Wynkoop Swart, or the
next commanding officer of his Company send, with all
possible despatch, two trusty Sentinels, well armed and
accoutred, ready to proceed to execute such orders as they
may receive from this Committee of Safety.

Whereas the Rev. Samuel Seabury, of the Borough
of TJ1estchester, in the County of Westchester, is notoriously
disaffected to the American cause, and from his vicinity to
the enemy, has opportunities of rendering them essential
services:

Resolved, That Colon'el Joseph Drake be directed forth-
with to remove the said Samuel Seabury from TVestchester
to the house of Colonel John Brinckerhoff, at this place, to
remain there till the further order of the Con velltion, or
Committee of Safety of this State; and that he be not per-

mitted to lea ve the farm of the said Colonel B rinckerhoff
except in company with the Colonel.

On motion, Ordered, That Colonel Cortlandt, MI'. Jay,
and Mr. Robert Harper, be a Committee to inquire into

the circumstances of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Seabury and his, -

and report thereon to the Convention.

Ordered, That the President sign, a\1[i that one of the
Secretaries countersign, six blank Commissions,to be deliv-
ered to Mr. Crane for certain olncers in Dutchess County,
and five others for certain officers in the County of Ulster,
to be delivered to Christopher Tappen, Esq.

Major Schenck infQrmed the Committee that in obedience
to their order of last night, he had endeavoured to procure
hands to navigate the Sloop /i'om the landingof this place
to New-YOrk, to remove the Sick to Orange Town, but
that he has not been able to procure any.

ThereJore, Resolved, That Henry Schenck, Esq., be and
is hereby authorized and empowered to impress a river
Sloop, with a Master and men to navigate her, and that
Mr. Schenck cause the said Sloop to proceed immediately
to the city of New- York to remove such indisposed persons
of the Army as General Washington or Dr. Morgan, the
Director-General of the Hospital, shall be pleased to order
on board to Orange Town, in the County of Orange.

Die Jovis, 9 hoo Ao Mo, September 12,1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

N EW- Y oRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Harper, l\Ir.
Duane, Mr. Jay.

DUTGHJi;ss.-Doctor Crane, Captain Zeph. Platt, Mr.
Sackett.

ALBANv.-Mr. Ab. Yates, General Ten Broeck, Colonel
Livingston, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Robt. Yates, Mr. Cuyler,
Mr. Jno. Ten Broeck.

TRyoN.-Mr. 1tIoore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Veder.
SUFFOLK. - Mr. William Smith.
W ESTcHEsTER.-Colonel V. Cortlandt, Colonel Gilbert

Drake, Mr. Haviland, Mr. Jonath. Platt.
CHARLoTTE.-Major Webster.
ULSTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Parks.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner,ColonelAllison, Mr. Jos. Smith.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

Egbert Dumond, Esq., of Kingston, in Ukter County,
delivered to the Committee a Letter from General Schuylir
directed to the President, and which General Schuyler de~
sired to be sent by express.

He also produced to this Committee a Letter from Gen-
eral Schuyler to the Committee of Ukter County, requesting
their Militia to lIJarchto Albany immediately. Also an ex-
tract of intelligence received from Lake Champlain.

Mr. Dumond says, that he was desired by their Commit-
tee to bring General Schuyler's Letter to the President.
But there appeared reason to believe that the Committee
of Ulster desired to have the sentiments of the Committee,
whether they should supply the detachments from their
Militia, for the Garrisons in the Highlands.

Thereupon the Committee of Safety made the following
determination, to wit:

The Committee of Safety have taken into conside\'ation
General Schuyler's Letter of the 9th instant to the Commit-
tee of Ulster, and by them transmitted to this Committee:

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Levies directed by the
Convention to be raised in that County, to reinforce the
Garrisons in the Highlands, be immediately completed, and
the more so, as General Washington concurs with the Con-
vention in thinking those Levies highly necessary for the
defence of those important posts.

And it is the opinion of this Committee, that the re-
mainder of the Militia of Ulster ought to comply with such
requisitions and directions as they have, or may receive from
General Schuyler.

Whereas the Publick Accounts of this State, to be laid
. before the Continental Treasury Board, to be audited and
passed,are, in a great measure,delayed for want of the
accounts of the ~xpel1dituresof the pubIick moneys which
have passed through the hands of Egbert Dumond, Esq.:

Ordered, That Egbert Dumond, Esq., render Accounts
to the Treasurer, or to the Auditor-General, of all the Pub-
lick Moneys which have been put into his hands by the
Representatives of this State, with all possible despatch.

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries deliver to Egbert
Dumond, Esq., a copy of the above order, and the preamble
thereof.

A Letter from Major-General Schuyler, dated at Albany
on the 9th instant, was read, and follows, viz : '
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"Albany, September9,1776,
"GENTLEMEN: In consequence of information received

from Colonel Dayton on Friday last, that a body of the
enemy were to be at Oswego on the 4th instant, and
that another body were actually on their march to the
Mohawk river, I have requested the Committee of this
County to order up the Militia, and they are now convening
here.

"At half past ten this moming, I received a Jetter from
General Gates, dated the 6th instant, at Tyeonderoga, in
which he gives me the following extract of a letter from
Lieutenant-CQlonel Hartley to him, dated from Crown-
Point at two o'clock on Friday:

" 'There has been a very heavy cannonade down the
Lake an this morning. It is undoubtedly between our
fleet and the enemy, so that you may prepare accordingly.
I have sent down a boat just now to know more particu-
lad y.'

"This inteHigence has induced me to call on the neigh-
bouring Counties in the New-England States, and those
of Dutchess and Ulster in this, to march their Militia up.
Future accounts from General Gates or Colonel Dayton
must determine which way I am to march the Militia,
whether to Ticonderoga or to the westward. Our army is
in the greatest distress for medicines, and this, in common
with all the other misfortunes that have attended our North-
ern operations, is imputed to me. I am happy that I ha\'e
it in my power not only to exculpate myse]f on the most
minute and critical inquiry, but that I can point out the
source of most of our disasters in this department. Your
respectable body will not be displeased at this declaration,
since you have, more immediately, cause to wish that I
may have discharged my duty with propriety, as by your
recommendation I was appointed to a command which,
notwithstanding your favourable opinion of me, I knew I
was incompetent to, and therefore reluctantly accepted the
arduous task.

"Envy, detraction, and the most unbecoming jealousy
have foJlowed Ii'om the beginning. I hope I have properly
resented every calumny where I could fix it on individuals.
To exculpate myself from the general clamour, I have
entreated Congress to make the strictest inquiry into my
conduct, that if I am culpable, I may meet with the detest-
ation of my fellow-citizens; if not, and tbat others are, that
the publick resentment may be transferred to the proper
object. I bave even ventured to declare that' I do not
believe I shall be even convicted of an errour in judgment.'
As twenty-four days are already elapsed since I requested
an inquiry, and have not been honoured with any answer,
and as the calumny against me increases with rapidity, I
have by this conveyance advised Congress and General
Washington of my intentions to resign, and as soon as I
return from Tryon County or Ticonderoga, and that I wiJl
in some other way strive to evince my affection for my
country and my zeal in its cause.

"
I hope this step will meet your approbation, and although

I am not at liberty to lay before you such proofs as I ,trust
will clearly and fuJly acquit me of any impropriety of con-
duct, yet it may hereafter be my duty to do it, as well for
my own justification as for that of the Provincial Congress,
who wrote so partially in my favour to the Continental Con-
gress.

"I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect and esteem~
your most obedient, humble servant,

"
PH. SCHUYLER.

"
To the honourable the Provincial Congress of the State of

New- York."

Ordered, That Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Duane, Mr. William
Harper, Mr. Robert Yates, and Mr. Sessions, be a Com-
mittee to consider of the said Letter from General Schuyler,
and report thereon with aJl convenient speed.

Whereas the Convention of the Representati ves of this
State, did, on the 7th instant, order a draft of a Commis-
sion to be. prepared for the Field Officers of tbe Detachment
of the Militia of Ulster, Orange, Dutchess, and Albany, to
reinforce the Garrisons of the Fortifications in the Highlands;
which draft of a Commission has remained several days,
but there has not since been a representation of this State
in Convention, to approve of the same. And whereas it is

necessary for the despatch oftbose Detachments that a Com-
mission issue to Johannes Snider, Esq.,* the Colonel ap-
pointed by Convention to command the same; and the said
draft of a Commission and an engrossed copy thereof, has
been read and approved by this Committee:

Therefore, from the necessity of the case, Ordered, That
the President sign, and that one of the Secretaries attest the
said engrossed copy of a Commission for Colonel Snider,-
and that it be fOf\varded to him by Egbert Dumond, Esq.

Which was done accordingly.

Whereas the time limited lor the absence of Robert R.
Livingston and William Duer, Esquires, from the Conven-
tion of this State, hath expired, and neither of them hath
returned:

Resolved, That Sampson Dyckman, the Messenger, be
directed to summon those gentlemen to return immediately
to the House, and that they pay a reasonable compensation
to the Messenger for his trouble and expenses.

Resolved, further, That the said Messenger summon all
the absent Members who may reside or be between this
place and the north bounds of the Manor of Livingston, to
attend immediately, except Gilbert Livingston.

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Harper prepare a draft of a
Letter to General George Clinton, requesting him to inform
the Convention of the sta.te of the Chevaux-de-Frise, and
other obstructions to the navigation of IIudson's River,
opposite to Fort Washington.

Ordered, That Colonel Peter R. Livingston have leave
of absence, to depart on Saturday, and return on Tuesday.

Ordered, That the Pr~s'ident send Letters to such absent
Members as are not othertvise on duty, desiring their imme-
diate attendance.

A Letter Ii'om Colonel SwartwQut, of General Clinton's
Brigade, dated the 10th instant, was read:

He therein mentions that Lieutenant Colonel Perris, of
his Regiment, on account of his indisposition, had obtained
leave from their Brigadier-General to return to his family;
that he will probably not be fit for service this campaign,
and he recommends a promotion of the present officers now
in service. Colonel Swartwout also claims the first rank in
the Brigade to his Regiment.

A long Letter from Brigadier-General George Clinton,
dated the 8th instant, was also read:

Amongst other things he mentions the frequent desertions
from his Brigade, and encloses a return of the Brigade,
whel'eby it appears that five hundred and ninety-six men
are deficient. That the deficiency arises limn the different
Militia Regiments not having furnished their quotas, and
from desertions.

He encloses therein a list of Dutchess County deserters;
a petition of complaint against William Fordman, the Sur-
geon of Colonel Graham's Regiment; the testimony of
some witnesses against William lWalwny and Gilbert Tip-
pet, by him confined for practices and declarations inimical
to American liberty.

Ordered, That General Ten Broeck, Mr. Zeph. Platt,
Dr. Crane, Colonel Allison, and Mr. Wisner, Jun., be a Com-
mittee to consider of and report on the -Letters of General
George Clinton and Colonel Swartwout, and the Papers

"In Convention of the Representatives "'the State of NEW-YORK.

To JOHANNES SNYDER, Esq., greeting:
Whereas this Convention did, on the 7th day of September, instant,

direet and order the raising and embodying out of the Militia of the
Counties of ./llbany, Ulster, Dutchess, and Orange, six hundred men, e};-
elusive of commissioned officers, to be formed into a battalion in order
to reinforce the garrison in Forts .~[ontgomery and Constitlttion, in the
Highlands: Now, therefore, )\'e, the Representatives of the I:>tate of
.M;w- YOI'k, reposing especial trust and confidence in your patriotism,
valour, conduct and fidelity, do, by these presents, constitute and appoint
you, in addition to your command as Colonel of the First Battalion oftbe
Militia of t.he County of Ulster, to be Colonel of the troops so to be
raised and regimented. You are therefore carefully and diligently to
discharge the duty of Colonel of the said troops so to be raised, by
doing and performing all manner of things thereunto belonginO'. And
we do strictly charge and require all officers and soldiers un~er your
command, to be obedient to your orders as Col,?nel afores~id; and you
are to observe and follow such orders and (ltreetlOJls from tIme to lime,
as you shall reeeive from this, or a future Convention of tbe State of
.'V'eta-York, or of the Congress of tbe United Statesqj' .IJmenca, or any
other your superior officers, according to the rules and discipline of war,
in pursuance of the trust reposed in you. This commission to continue
in force until the said troops so to be raised and regimented shall be
discbarged.

Attest: By order of the Convention.
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Therefore, Resalved, That the said Matthew Vi.~cher,
Esq., be exempted fi'om all military duty during his con-
tinuance in the exercise of the said offices.

A Letter from Mr. Ebenezer Hazard, dated yesterday,
was read and filed. He says he cannot see any reason
why the Alba'(l.yPost should not continue to ride on the
east side of Hudson's River as far as Fishkill, though" the
ComptroJler desires his route may not be altered until there
is an ahsolute necessity or order from the Postmaster Gen-
eral." In a postscript to his Letter, he mentions that some
postage is due to him, and requests an order for payment.

Ordered, That Mr. 'McKesson, one of the Secretaries of
the Convention of this State, pay the postage due to Mr.
Hazard, and charge the same to this State.

A letter from Genera] George Clinton, dated at King's
Bridge, the 12th instant, and directed to Mr. McKtsson,
was read. He therein gives information of the state of the
army near him, and of the enemy; and from the intelli-
gence therein contained, there is reason to believe that
Samuel Gale and Isaac Ludlum, of Orange County, have
a correspondence with persons inimical, now on Nassau-
Island.

This Committee being infOTmedthat Samuel Gale and
Isaac Ludlum, of Orange County, are concerned in a dan-
gerous correspondence with the enemy,

Resulved, That Colonel Allison immediately repair to
Orange County, and take such methods as he may think
proper to have the said Samuel Gale and Isaac [.udlum
immediately apprehended, together with all papers on the

DieVeneris,9 h'o.A. M" September13,1776. subject of the present troubles, or relative thereto, and
The Committee met pursuanrto adjournment. cause them, with the said papers, to be forthwith brou<Tht

before this Committee or the Convention of this State; :nd
NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Ha rper, *Mr.

Duane. . for that purpose that he be authorized to search the houses

DUTcHEss.-Doctor Crane.
and an sllch other places belonging to them as he may

CHARLOTTE.-*Mr. Webster.
judge necessary.

ALBANY.-*Mr. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck, The Committee were informed of sundry speeches and

Mr. John Ten Broeck, Colonel P. R. Livingston, Mr. declarations of Jacob Peets, Johannes Snider, Andries

Adgate, *Mr. Cuyler. Hart, and John Archibald, of Ub;ter County, whereby it

CUMBERLAND.-Mr.&ssions and Mr. Stevens. appears to this Committee that they are dangerous persons

SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith. inimical to the calise of American liberty. '

W ESTCHE5TER.-MI'.Haviland, Mr. Jonathan Platt, *Col- Resolved and ordered, That the Committee of Hanover

onel V. Cortkmdt. -Precinct, in that County, be and hereby are directed to

ULsTER.-Major Park, Mr. Wisner, Jun. have those persons apprehended, examined, and secured'

ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Colonel Allison, Mr Jos. Smith. and that they report their proceedings to the County Com~

TRyoN.-Mr. .Moore, Mr. William Harper, Mr. Veder. mittee of that County.

Those gentlemenwhose names are marked with asterisms are a quo- The Sub-Committee to whom were referred the letter

rum of the Committeeof Safety. from Major-General Schuyler, of the 9th instant, and the
Ordered, That Colonel Livingston have leave of ab- letters from Comfort Sands and Thomas Grant, have

sence till to-morrow week, the order of yesterday notwith- according to order, taken the same into consideration; and:

standing. first, that part of tbe General's letter communicating infor-

The Committee are informed that the services and attend-
mation that a body of the enemy were expected at Oswerro

ance of Matthew Vischer, Esq., as Clerk to the Secretary
on the 4th instant, and another body actually on their mal~h

to the Committee in the City and County of Albany, is
to the Mohawk river; and that there ~ad been a very

absolutely necessary:
heavy cannonade down Lake Champlain on the morninl1 of
the 6th instant, between our fleet and tbat of the ene~y'
that in consequence of this intelligence he had ordered up
the Militia of the Counties of Albany, Ulster, and Dutchess,
to be employed to the northward and westward, as might,
from future accounts, become necessary. Upon which
your Committee observe that the following drafts bave
already been made, and directed to be made, from the Mili-
tia of Dutc~ess and Ulster <?ou,nties, to wit: In pursuance
of a resolutIon of the Provlllcral Congress of tbe 7th of
June last, fl'om Dutchess, embodied in Brioadier-General
Scott's Brigade, posted near tbe city of Ne"w- York three
hundred and thirty-five men; fi'om Ulster, for the' same
service, thl'ee hundred men; a further draft, agl'eeable to a
resolution of the Convention of this State of the 19th of
July last, of one fourth of the remaininO' Militia of each of
the. sai~ Cou~ties, which form a .part of Brigadier-General
Chnton s Bngade, and are statIOned at or near Kino-'s
Bridge; and a third draft, directed by the Convention ~n
the 7th instant, of one hundred and seventy-five men horn
Dutchess, and two hundl'ed from Ulster, to reinforce the
G~rrisons of Forts ~Montgomery and Consiitution, in the
Hlgh1ands. That when the last-mentioned drafts shall be
completetl, it is suppposed tbat dependence cannot be
made on more than seven hundred armed and well-affected
Militia in the County of Dutchess, or o~ more than one
thousand in the County of Ub;ter. That the Fortresses in

attending the same. And that the said Committee do also
report a Resolution to prevent harbouring Deserters.*

The Convention of this State, and the Committee of
Safety of the State in the recess of the Crmvention, have
frequent occasion for guards to apprehend dangerous and
disaffected persons:

. Resolved, That MelancthonSmitlt, Esq., Captain-Com-
mandant of the thl'ee Companies raised in the Counties of
Dutchess and Westchester, cause a detachment of a Sergeant
and twelve Men to attend this Committee without delay.

Colonel Drake has leave of absence to return on Tuesday
evening next.

Ordered, That Major Schenck be requested and autho-
rized to cause to be apprehended and brought before this
Committee, a certain Reily, suspected of being a Deserter
from the Army of the United American States; and that
Major Schenck use his discretion as to the mode of appre-
hending him, with power to demand the assistance of any
Officer of the Militia, or other person or persons, in the
execution hereof.t

Mr. Jay informed the Committee that he can employ
Abraham De Peyster to assist in bringing up the Records
of the Convention of this State, and desired to know
whether the Committee will authorize him to apply to the
said Abraham De Peyster an that subject.

Agreed, That Mr. Jay have leave to apply to converse
with Abraham De Peyster on this subject, and report the
esult or terms proposed, to this Committee.

"
Your Committee, to whom was referred General George Clinton's

Letter of the 8th September, and Colonel Swartwout's of the 10th, with
sundry other Papers, and to report a Reso]ution to prevent harbouring
Deserters, do report:

That as the time for which Colonel Remsen's Regiment were in]isted
is expired, they ought not to be holden.

Your Comm!ttee are of opinion, that circular letters from the Presi-
dent be forthwith forwarded to the Colonels of the sewral Battalions
from which General Clinton's Brigade was detached, directin~ them
without delay, where t~ey have not done it, to furnish their re~pectiv~
quotas, and to use their utmost efforts to apprehending and sending,
under proper guards, all deserters or drafts who have ne~]ected joininO'
and. marching with their respective companies, whith guard shaft
receive a prope.r reward for thell' serVice, and a Jetter wrote to Captain
.Melanctbon Sm,th, with a hst of the names of the descrters from the
regiments raised in Dutchess County, 'and the endeavour to have them
apprehended. ,

t In Committee of Safety for the State afNEw-YORK, September 12, 1776.

Ordej'ed, That Mnjor Schenck be authorized and requested to cause to
be apprehended and brought before this Co'mmittee, a certain
Rwtey, snspected of being a Deserter from the Anny of the United
.Ilmerican States; and th'.'t Major Schenck use his discretion as to the
mode of apprehe,:~]]}g ]um, with power to demand the assistance of any
officer of the MIlitIa, or other person or persons, in the execution hereof.

Extract from the Minutes: ROBERT BENSON, Seeretaj'y.
Agreeab]e to the enclosed order, I this morninO' went to the place

where the suspected person within named was supposed to be at work
I was informed that the person so suspected has been at the house of
Mr. Isaac Sehllltz, and he told Mr. Schultz that he intended to make the
best of his way to Penmylvania, and accordingly went otl".

HENRY SCIIENCK,
September 13, 1776.
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the Highlands (whieh are of the utmost eonsequence to the
common cause of America) will, even after receiving such
reinforcements, be far from a state of security. That in case
of an attack on those Fortresses, or any sudden irruption of
our open, or insurrection of our concealed, enemies, no relief
can at present be expected from the armies or Militia to
the southward or northward.

From these circumstances, and considering, further, that
many of the Militia of the County of Dutchess are disaf-
fected, your Sub-Committee are of opinion that no more of
the Militia can, with any regard to the common safety, be
spared from the Counties of Dutchess and Ulster. Having,
however, the hi"hest confidence in General &huyler's judg-
ment and zeal Corthe common cause, we cannot advise that
his order for the march of the Militia of the said Counties
should be superseded by act of the Committee of Safety,
but rather that a member be immediately despatched to
confer with the General, that, fully apprised of the reasons
which influence the opinion of this Sub-Committee, he may
be satisfied of the danger o[ drawing all the Militia from
those Counties, and give such directions as shall a ppear to
him most salutary in this difficult and arduous conjuneture.

Your Sub-Committee are further of opinion that General
Schuyler be informed, with respect to the subject-matter
of the two last-mentioned letters, that there are a quantity
of medieines at Poughkeepsie, in the hands of Gerardus
Duyckink and Doctor Tappan, and a further quantity at
New-Rochelle, in the hands of Comfort Sands, the original
costs of which last apppars to be £340 sterling; such part
of which as shall, in the judgment of the Director of the
Hospital or his agent, be found serviceable, may be pur-
chased for the use of the Continental Army, the Conven-
tion having directed them to be reserved [or that purpose;
and that the letters from Mr. Sands and Mr. Grant, and
the invoice enclosed in the latter, be transmitted to the
General, for his better information.

The Sub-Committee are further of opinion that the re-
maining part of the General's letter, which more immedi-
ately relates to himsel[, be referred to the consideration of
the Convention at their first meeting.

The said Report being read, and again read, by para-
graphs, and amended,

Resolved, That this Committee does agree with their
Sub-Committee in their said Report. And Resolved, That
Jacob Cuyler, Esq., be the Member to wait upon General
Schuyler for the purpose mentioned in the aforegoing Re-
pmt.

Ordered, That a Letter be written by the President to
General George Clinton, requesting him to cause the Med-
icines and Hospital Stores, which were lately left at the
house of Aaron Bussing, near the Church in Haerlem, to
be removed to some place of safety near his encampment,
or where he may think them most safe from the enemy.

A draft of a Letter to General George Clinton, respecting
the obstructions to the navigation of Hudson's river, was
read and approved, and is in the words following, viz:

"SIR: Being informed by a member of the Convention
that some of the cheveaux-de-frise intended to be effectually
sunk in Hudson's river, were, a few days ago, Roating with
the tide, I am directed to request the favour of you to inform
me what probability there is of the permanence of those
machines, their distance, and whether you conceive the navi-
gation of the enemy's fleet is thereby obstructed.

"If you ha ve any thing else to communicate on this sub-
ject, whereby defects may be repaired and the plan more
effectually executed, it will be of important service to the
State. I am, sir, &c.
"To General George Clinton."

01Ylered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,.
and signed by the President, and transmitted.

Certain Resolutions to prevent a correspondence with the
enemy, by preventing persons from travelling in this State
from one County to another without a Pass, were proposed
and read.

Debates arose thereon, and they were committed to Mr.
Jay to report thereon.

. Die Veneris, 4 ho. P. M., ~eptember 13, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.
NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Harper, *.l'V....

Duane.
ALBANy.-*Mr. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr.

John Ten Broeck.
SGFFOLK.-*l\Ir. William .)mith.
ULSTER.-Major Park, Mr. Wisner, Jun.

Only three Members of the quorum of the Committee of
Safety attending, viz: those gentlemen whose names are
marked with asterisms, the Committee could not proceed to
business for want of a sufficient quorum; and therefore ad-
journed till to-morrow morning at nine o'clock.

CONVENTION.
Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M.;Septemher 14, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq.

NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Du-
ane.

DUTCHEss.-Dr. Crane, Mr. Sackett, Major Schenck, Cap-
tain Zeph. Platt, Mr. R. R. Livingston.

ALBANy.-J\Ir. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr.
John Ten Broeck, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Robert Yates.

TRyoN.-Mr. Harper, Mr. .1J1.oore,Mr. Vedcr.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith.
WEsTcHEsTER.-Mr. Haviland, Mr. Jonathan Platt, Mr.

Zebediah Mills.
CHARLoTTE.-Major Webster, Mr. Duer.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, .Jun., Major Park.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Mr. Jos. Smith.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr. Stevens, Mr. Sessions.

The information and representation of Lieutenant-Colonel
.Benjamin Birdsall, and also the representation of Lieutenant
Thomas Williams, of Captain Nostrandt's Company, as to
the state of Colonel Smith's Regiment raised on Nassau-
Island, each dated the 6th instant, were respectively read.

Ordered, That they be de[erred for consideration until the
state of Nassau-Island is taken into consideration, or further
information can be obtained.

Henry Wisner, Esq., informed the Committee that a large
quantity of Saltpetre, in the hands of several persons, is ready
to be purchased, and requested an order on the Treasury for
£~OO.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this State pay to Henry
Wisner, Esq., the sum of £200, to purchase Saltpetre; that
the Treasurer take a receipt for the same; and that Mr.
Wisner hereafter render an account to the Convention of
the expenditure of that money.

MI'. Joseph Smith has leave of absence for three days,
this day included; then to return or send a Member from
that County in his place.

N. B. Robert R. Livingston, Esq., and William D~er, _

Esq., attended, whereby there is a representation of this
State in Convention.

The names of those gentlemen are added to the Members
of their respective Counties, and the Convention proceeded
to business.

Whereas the present critical situation of this State, and
the important objects the Convention have in view, render
it necessary that the good people of this State should be
fully and constantly represented in this Convention:

Resolved, ther~fore, That all the Members of this Con-
vention do forthwith, and at all times during the session
thereof, re£ularly give their attendance at it, except such of
the Members as now are, or hereafter may be, absent by
order of the Convention. .

Ordered, That copies of the aforegoing Resolution be
immediately transmitted to the Committees of all the Coun-
ties in this State, except those of Richmond, King's, Queen's,
Suffolk, and the City and County of New- York, and to aU
the Members of those five Counties who may not be in the
power of the enemy.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to report a form
of Government, do report with all convenient speed.

Mr. Jay, according to order, reported tbe draft of certain
Resolutions for granting Passes to travellers and Licenses
to Inn-Keepers. The same were read, and adjourned for
further consideration.

44
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Mr. Joshua H. Smith obtained leave of absence till
Monday next.

Ordered, That Sa. Dyckman, the Messenger, be directed
to serve and deliver copies of the above Resolution, requir-
ing the regular attendance of the Members of this Conven-
tion.

Mr. Jay reported a set of Resolutions to prevent per~
sons travelling without papers, which were read, and ad-
journed.

Die Sabbati, 4 ho. P. M., September 14, 1776.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Du-
ane, Mr. Jay.

DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Major Schenck, Captain Zeph.
Platt, Dr. Crane, Robert R. Livingston.

ALBANY.-Mr. Abraham Yates, General, Ten Broeck, Mr.
Robert Yates, Mr. Adgate, John Ten Broeck.

TRyoN.-Mr. 'Moore, Mr. William Harper, Mr. Veder.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith.
WESTCHESTER.-Mr. ]}Iilu, Mr. Jonathan Platt, Mr. Havi-

land.
CHARLoTTE.-Mr. Duer, Major Webster.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Parks.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner.
CU~IBERLAND.-Mr.Stevens, Mr. Sessions.

IIenry Wisner, Esq., of Orange County, obtained leave
of absence, to return on Monday next.

On motion, or request,of Mr. Jay, the Letter fi'om Brig-
adiel'-General Scott, dated the 6th instant, and read in the
Committee of Safety on the 9th instant, was read and com-.
mitted to Mr. Robert Yates, MI'. Jay, and Mr. Duer.

Mr. Duer produced a draft of certain Resolutions to en-
courage persons upwards of fifty years, in the respective
districts in this State, to form themselves into military Com-
~anies for the defence of their liberties, lives, and proper-
tIes.

The same being read and moved for, and seconded, de-
bates' arose therl.)on. After some time spent therein they
were committl.)dto Dr. Crane, Mr. Robert R. Lit'ingston
and Mr. Duer, to reconsidl.)rthe same and report thereon. '

A short Letter from General George Clinton, dated at
Kinao's Bridge, the 13th instant, was read.

Re therein informs that he had examined the bearers
William Tredwell and BenJamin Ludlum, and sent thei:
examinations to General 'Vashington, and had sent thl.)
bearers to tbis Convention for further examination.

A short Letter of the said Tredwell and Ludltlm to'Gen-
eral VVashington, and which was handed o\"er to General
Clinton, and enclosed, was also read. -

Ordered, Tbat Mr. Duane and Mr. Robert Yates be a
Committee to examrnt! the said William Tredwell and Ben-
jamin Ludlum.
. And Ordered, That as soon as their examinations are
ta!wn by the said Committee, they be taken into custody of
LIeutenant Robert Brett, or such guard of the Militia as he
may appoint for that pm'pose, and dl.)tainedin custody until
further order of this Convention.

Mr. Sackett informed the Convention that five or six
soldiers fi'om Philips's Precinct, in Dutchess County are
unarml.)dat the Forts in the Highlands, and that the Com-. mittee of that Precinct requests an order to purchasl.) Arms
for them at the publick expense, on an en<JafTem~ntof the
Committee tbat the said Arms be restorl.)d ~o7he State.

Ordered, Tbat the Sub-Committee of Philips's Precinct
be, and hereby are, empowered to purchase five or six. Arms
for the u~e of the said soldiet:s; the said Arms to be paid
for by tll1S State, and tbe said Sub-Committee to be ac-
eountable so far for the sa~d Arm.s as to see that they are
restorl.)d to tbe State by bemgdehvered to a Commissary of
Military Stores of this State only, that the State may not
lose those Arms.

Ordered, That tbe) Secretary write a Letter to the Auditor-
General of this State and request bis attendance on this
COll\rention, and that be therein inform the Auditor-General
that the reason of r~questi~g his attendance is to point out
thl.) persons, or their particular accouilts wantinfT which

, ~,

prevent stating the accounts of this State with the United
States.

A Letter received this afternoon, from his Excel]ency
Gl.)neral f!1ashington, dated the 12th instant, was read, and
follows, VIZ:

"Head-Quarters, New-York, September 12, 1776.

" SIR: I yesterday received the favour or' your letter of
the 9th, with its several encJosures, and am extremely
happy that. your honom:abll.)body had anticipated my re-
commendation by resolvmg on an augmentation of six hun-
dred IJ1l.)nto the garrisons in the Highlands. The impor-
tance of those posts demands the utmost attention and every
exertion to maintain them.

"The vessels for the removal of the sick are not yet
arrived. .Th~ir preseot situation give~ me great anxiety.
As the wmd IS now. favourable, I would fain hope that a
sufficient number will come down to-day to take in the
whole. If tbey do nOt, my distress will be much increased.

"General Clinton, in a letter of the 8th, transmitted me
a "list of artillery and ordnance stores wantl.)d at Forts
]}[ontgomery and Constitution, which included the several
articJes you have determined to procure, except tbose men-
tioned below.* I directl.)dtbat they shou]d be sent up, but
as the situation of our aft1rrs at tbis time may not perhaps
admit of it, I think it will be prudent for Mr.. Schenck,
wbom you have appointed an agent in this instance, to get
all he can. Should he be able to obtain the supply you
have voted neceS'sary, and General Clinton's demand be
complied with a]so, no dama!fe will be done. Our stores
will not be too large.

0

"I hav~ the bonour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedIent servant,

G W" O. ASHINGTON.

*" Entrenching tools, iron carriaaes; cannon barness Ar-
moureI' with his took"

0 ,

[In Convention of the Representatives of the State ofN

.

ew-York ~
Fishkill, September ]4, 1776. ' 5

Whereas the present critical situation of this State, and
the important objects the Convention have in view render. ,
It necessary that the good people of this State should be
ful1y and constantly represented in this Convention:

Resolved, therefore, That all the Members of this Con-
vention do forthwith, and at all times during the session
thereof, regularly give their attendance at it; except such of
the Membl.)rs as now are or hereafter may be absent by order
of tbe Convention.

Ordered, That copies of the afore<JoinfTResolution be im-
mediately transmitted to tlw Comlllit~ees °of all the Counties
in this State, except those of R~chrnond, King's, Queen'5,
Suffolk, and tbe City and County of New- York, and to all
the Members of those five Counties who may not be in the_
power of tbe enemy.

.

Ex.tract from the Minutes:
ROBT. BENSON, Secretaf1j.]

Die Solis, 10 ho. A. M., September 15, 1776.

The following Members met pursuant to adjournment:
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Du-
ane.

DUTCHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Mr. Il Schenck, 1\11-.R. R.
Livingston.

ALBANy.-Mr. Abrah.am Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr.
Robert Yates, Mr. Adgate, Mr. John Ten Broeck.

CUARLOTTE.-Major T¥ebster,Mr. Duer.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith.
WESTCHESTER.-Mr. ~Mills.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Stevens.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun.
TRYON.., Mr. .ltloore, Mr. IIarper, Mr. Veder.

Monday Morning, September 16, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

For NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Duane, Mr. Harper, Mr. Bancker~
Mr. Jay.

For DUTcHEss.-Mr. R. R. Livingsto[t, Mr. Schenck,
Captain Platt.

For ORANGE.-
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For ALBANy.-Mr, .;Jbraham Yates, General Ten Broeck,
Mr. Ten Broeck, Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Adgate.

For CHARLoTTI;.-Mr. Duel', Mr. Webster.
For SUFFOLK.-:\fr. William Smith.
For WESTCHESTER.-Ml'.Haviland, Mr. JJ;Iills,Mr. Platt.
For ULSTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jlln.
For TRyoN.-":'Mr. l-"Ioore,Mr. Harper, Mr. Veder.

.For CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stephens.
No other Members appeared. For want of sufficient

number of Members tQ represent ths State, the Members
adjourned to four o'clock, P. M.

Die Lunre, 4 ho. P. M. September 16, 1776.

Members of Convention IJ]et pursuant to adjourn-The
ment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.
NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Duane, Mr.

Bancker, MI'. Jay.
W ESTcHEsTER.-Mr. Mills, Mr. Jonathan Platt, Mr,

Haviland.
ORANGE.-Mr. TVisner,Colonel 4llison.
Ar,BANv.-Mr, Abraham Yates, General Ten Broedc,

Mr. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Adgate.
TRyoN.-Mr. Moore, Mr. Veder.

.

SUFJ'oLK.-Mr. Hobart, Mr. William Smith.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wimer, Jun., Major Pa,rk.
CHARLoTTE.-Major Webster, Mr. Duel'.
DUTGHEss.-Captain Zeph. Platt, 1)1'.Crane, Mr. Sackett,

Mr. H. Schenck, Mr. R. R. Livingston.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Stevens, Mr. Sessions.

The Convention WaS informed that through the absence
of General Morris, the Militia of Westchester County are
not so properly arranged and managed as they ought to be
at this critical juncture, occasioned by the !!bsenceof General
Morris; ,

'

Therefore, Resolved, That General JJ;Iorris, now at the
General Congress, do immediately return !!nd resUme the
command of his Brigade.

Ordered, That the President enclQse a copy of the afm'e-
going Resolution in a Letter to General JJ;[orris, and trans-
mit the same to Gener!!1 Morris with the utmost despatch.

Ordered, That Mr. Duane and Mr. Robert Yate.y be a
Committee to examine Samuel Gale, who has been brought
here in custody, by order of the Committee of Safety.

.

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, Mr~ R. R. Livingston, and
Mr. Duel', be a Committee to report what further measures
are necessary to bring Abraham Lott, Esq., to !!ccount to
this Convention for the publick Moneys now in his hands,
as Treasurer of the Colony of New- York.

Whereas Ezra L' Hommedieu, Esq., Loan officer of the
County of Suffolk, did some time since deposit into tbe
Treasury of this Convention, the sum of four hundred and
twenty Pounds, which he had r!:)ceivedof sundry persons
for principal and interest, due on tbe several sums by them
respectively borrowed of him as Loan officer as !!foresaid:

Resl)lved, That tbe TreaslJrer of tbis State do immedi,..
ately pay to E"bert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Dutches,y County, the above sum of four hundred
and twenty Pounds, and tbat the receipt of the said Egbert
Benson shall be a sufficient discharge to tbe Treasurer for
the payment of tbe same.

Ordered, Tlmt Egbert Benson apply the said sum of
money to the payment of the wages and subsistence due to
the Companies under the command of Captain 1Uelancthon
Smith.

Tuesday Morning, Septemb~r 17, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.
For NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Ban<:ker,Mr. Duane, Mr. Jay, Mr.

Harper.
For DUTcHEss.-Dr. Crane, Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr.

Sackett.
For ALBANy.-Mr.Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck,

Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Ttn Broeck, Mr. Adgate.
For OUANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Smith, Dr. Sherwood,

Mr. Wisner.
For SUFFoLK.-,Mr. Smith, Mr. Hobart.
For WESTCHESTER.-Mr. JY1ills,Mr. Haviland, Mr. Platt.

For CHARLOTTE.-Mr. Duel', Mr. Webster.
For Ur,sTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Parks.
For TRyoN.-Mr. Moore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Veder.

. For CmIBERLAND.-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

Resolved, That Colonel Allison, Mr. R. R. Livingston,
and Mr. TVisner,Sen., be and are hereby appointed a Com-
mittee of Correspondence. That tbey be and herehy are
authorized to establish Post-Riders between the Fishkill,
where this Convention now statedly sits, and Head-Quar-
ters, for the purpose of obtaining daily intelligence; and that
this Convention will make provision for defraying the
expense thereof, and that the said Committee be and are
hereby empowered to write Letters to any correspondents,
and take every other proper means to obtain intelligen'ce.'*

Sundry Affidavits taken by Robert Erskine, Esq., rela-
tive to the conduct of persons disaffected, to the American
cause, were read, and deferred to consideration and expla-
nation until the Members from the country were pl'esent.

The Petition of Henry Chase,tdated at the White-Plains,
on the) 3th instant, praying to be released from imprison-
ment, was read.

The several Petitions of Jonathan Purdy, Jun., Rynier
Van Housen, and John Fowler, were read.t

The said Jonathan Purdy, Jun., thereby declares he is
an inlisted soldiet, in the British army, and the saidRynier
Van Housen that he is a registered Pilot in the British
Navy; and they pray to be permitted to their paroles, as
prisoners of war; and the said John Fowler sets forth the

"'Your Committee to whom it WlJ,Sreferred to devise ways and means
to obtain intelligence from the Committee at New- York, report it as their
opinion that the following resolve for that purpose be entered into:

ReSQlred, That U,'iah JUitchel and Sflmttel Dyckmfl7l, be employed as
riders. That JI/itchel set out from this place and Dyckman from New-
York on one and the same dRY, and both meet at the house of John
Bl<tgg, this side Croton's River, and th~re exchange mails, with which
each are to return to their respective stages the day fi)lIowing, so as to
arrive as early RS possible on that day: that is .~fitchel to Fishkill and
Dyckman to New- York, and set out again the day after and perform the
same sk'lges, and so to continue as long as this Committee or the COIl-
vention of this State shall think r.roper to employ them, and that there
be allowed each respectively, while m said service, the sum of sixteen
shillings per day,

SIR: You are h~reby directed and empowered to repair from this place
to ~'ew- YOI'k, to agree with some person at Peekskill to keep a horse for
the pLlb]ick s~rvice, and with some other person at Odle's to keep another
horse, to employ a rider and a third horse at Head-Quarters, who shall
set out every morning at daybreak from thence, haTIng waited upon the
General and the Postmaster the evening preceding for their letters, and
upon General Clinton at King's Bridge, from wh,ence he shall repair to
Croton river, at which place he shall engage to be by twelve 0 'clock
every day, and exchange his mail with that which shall 1>0from this
place every morning at the same hour, and return the same mto the post
office thRt night.

That such rider shall begin to ride on Thursday next, and continue to
ride every day till the further order of this Congress, for which he shall
be allowed a reasonable compensation, and be exempted from military
duty. Or if he shall find it more advantageous, he may agree with any
person by the great to ride daily from New-York and return thereto,
finding their own horses, for which he may be permitted to allow any
sum not exceeding three dollars per day. .

Tht honourable Convention oj the State of NJJ;W-YORK to JACOB ODELL,
Dil. '

September 1, 1776. To riding Express from Philipsburgh to NC10-York
and returning, twenty-seven miles. . . ., £1 7 0

To do. from Philipsburgh to Fishkill, forty-
twomiles... ... .. ... .. ... . .. .' ... 2 2 0

To riding from 19th September to 1st .Vo-
1)ember including, forty-four dRYs, at 1&.,
as per resolve of Congress, bearing date
the 17th September, 1776 35 4 0

£38 13 0

tWHJTE-PLAJNS GAOL, Scpten1ber 13,1776.

GENTLEMEN OP THE HONOURABLEPROVINCIAL CONGRESS: This my
humble petition to beg it' your Honours please to send for me, that I
mRY hRve my trial, for the County Committee and the Committee of
Safety say that they have no right to try me, and I have desired them
to send m~ to the honourable Provincial Congress, and they tell me that
the l dare not send me without orders from your Honours. Gentlemen,
so shall be very glad if your Honours will be good enough to send for
me as soon as possible, for I have been in prison going on eight weeks,
and I can't suppo.rt myself any longer. So, gentlemen, I shall be very
glad if your Honours will take my case into consideration, if your
Honours please, so thRt I may be cleared or condemned. So, gentlemen,
I ]eRve my case to your Honours' wise consideration, not doubting but
your Honours will have compassion on a poor prisoner.

HENRY CHASE.

tWHITE-PLAJNS GAOL, September 13, 1776.

To the honourflble the ProJ'incial Congress of the State of NEW-YORK:
The Petition of R'''EER V ANHOUSER, of ORANGE County, humbly showeth:

That your petitioner hath now been upwards of six months confined
in New- York, and in this place, where he was ordered by this hon-
ourable House who formerly promised to remove your petitioner to
J1lbimy, and to provide for his helpless wife and six children. As
the winter is now approaching, your petitioner humbly begs of this

'*
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manner in which he fOI'merlycame on board of one of the
British ships of war.

A Letter from Colonel Malcom, dated the 6th instant,
directed to Mr. lJlcKesson, giving some information respect-
ing Captain Stewart's Company, in his Regiment, was
read.

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, Mr. Robert Yates, and Mr.
Mills, be a Committee to take, consider of, and re!-'orton
the said Affidavits, Petitions, and Letter, and that they
bring in reports with all convenient speed.

That part of General George Clinton's Letter of the 8th
of September, which relates to Lieutenant-Colonel Ferris,
was read.

. Colonel Swartwout's Letter of the 10th of September,
instant, respecting Lieutenant-Colonel Ferris's ill state of
health, and the appointment of a Lieutenant-Colonel and
Maim' for that Regiment, was also read.

Resolved, That Lieutenant-Colonel Ferris be permitted
to decline the present service.

That Major Thompson be appointed Lieutenant-Colonel,
and Captain Mott appointed Major of Colonel Swartwout's
present Regiment of Militia, now in service. Brigadier-
General George Clinton's Brigade, while in the present
service, in addition to their former respective commands in
the Militia, in their respective Counties.

Ordered, That the Secretaries despatch the Commis-
sions for Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson and Major lJ'Iott.

Resolved, That the eldest Fit'st Lieutenant of Colonel
Swartwout's, De promoted to be Captain, vice Major lJlott,
and that the other officers rise in succession; and that the
Secretaries send as many blank Commissions to General.
George Clinton as there are officers in that Regiment.

The Convention were informed that a person late one of
the Light-Horsemen of King's County, and a Lieutenant
of Colonel Smith's Regiment are about Poughkeepsie, in
some distress, and that pay is due to them. That sundry of
honourable House to be removed over the river, where he may be
Romewhat nearer to his family, as being destitute of money, he can-
not even procure his clothes to be washed or mended, for want of which
convenience your petitioner is rendered quite loathsome by his dirty
rags and vermin, and has no other hope but of perishing in thIs nauseous
place, unless shortly relieved by this honourable House. And your
pet.itioner humbly hopes to be admitted to his parole, as he is absolutely
registereil on the navy books, and hath been so for the space of seven-
teen months, after passing examination as Kino-'s pilot in the fleet.
Your petitioner humbly begs for such relief as to ihis honourable House
ahal! seem meet. And your petitioner as in duty bound shal! ever
pray. RINEER VAN HOUSE.

To the honourable the President and Members of the Provincial Congress
of NEW-YORK.

The Petition of JOHN FOWLER, of the City qfNEw-YoRK, humbly showeth:
That your petitioner now a prisoner in the White-Plains Gaol humbly

begs leave to acquaint your Honours that your petitioner's unhappy

"ase hath been ~rossly mIsrepresented by hIs enemIes, the truth, as he
.han answer to his God, being as fonows: That. on the day the men
of war passed by the city, your petitioner having obtained leave of
rue Captain of the Guard, put off from Mr. Dean's wharf, at. the
.1Vorth River, in a sman boat, together with a certain butcher named
Stophell, and your petitioner's son, a boy of about thirteen years of
lLge, in order to purchase some sheep and calves for .N'ew- York market,
when your petitioner was unhappily overtaken by one of the men of
war's tenders, partly opposite Colonel Philips's, when your petitioner,
ortretching over for the western shore in hopes to gain Shethin's ferry,
but being just abreast of the Meadows, as he could not make the
ferry on account of the flats, when the tender fired four or live shot,
whieh affair was dist.inctly seen by Mr. Edward Drake, who saw them
hoist out their barge and take everyone of us out of boat and carry us
on board the tender, and after detaining your pet.itioner about an hour
or two, t.hey then carried them on board the Rose, where they were de-
mined an night, when in the morning he sent. us on board the Phrenix,
when the Captain asked us where we were o-oing with the boat, when
my partner showed his pass, which intimateJ that he had liberty for so
many days to buy creat.ures in the country; upon which the Captain
interrogated us concerning the strengt.h of rue army at .iVew- York; your
petitioner replied that to his opinion he judged there might be about
thirty t.housand men or better; when Stophel told the Capt.ain that. a re-
inforcement of seven thousand more were on their march to join them,
when the Captain said, "Damn you, you Rebels, why did 'nt you come
to when you were first fired upon I" upon which said, t.hat the sails were
80 entangled t.hat he could not get them down, upon which the Captain
Itsked your petitioners if t.hey would get some fresh provisions for them,
or otherwise they would burn your petitioner's boat., and insisted on
keeping your petit.ioner's son as a hostage for their fidelity to return
~alll, :when yoyr petitioner on goino-.ashore was wit.h the said Stophel
Immediately seIzed and brought to t~IS unhappy place, where he is de-
prived of the common necessaries of life, and his helpless family in a
deplorable condition, as eyery thing is going to the utmost ruin.

Gentlemen, your petl!loner h';1mbly begs you would consider how
your Honours would have act.ed m such a sit.uation, as your petitioner
declares he never was on board a man-of-war in his life before, nor ever
oontracted or furnished them with any kind of provisions or ever win.

Your petitioner, therefore, humbly begs for a hearing before your
Honours, when he makes not the least doubt of makino- his innocence
appear to your Honours' entire satisfaction. b

Your Honours' kind compliance will ever lay an obligation on your
distressed, humble servant, JOlIN FOWLER.

the Light-Horsemen fled from the island, and have left their
borses behind them.

Ordered, That Mr. Duane, Mr. Duer, Mr. Schenck, and
.
Dr. Crane, be a Committee to inquire into the situation of
the Light-Horsemen who were obliged to flee fi'om the said
island, and Lieutenant Onderdonk, and th.at they report
thereon.

MI'. Wisner, of Orange County, proposed to the Con-
vention that the Company of Militia from Orange County,
lately mdered to be detached to augment the Garrisons of
Forts Montgomery and Constitution, be permitted to have
tbat duty performed by different Companies or parcels of
Militia, in rotation. "

Ordered, That Mr. Wisner, General Ten Broeck, Mr.
Sackett, and Major Schenck, be a Committee to consider of
the said proposal, and report thereon with all convenient
speed.

The Committee appointed to consider what further
measures are necessary to bring Abraham Lott, Esq., to
account to this Convention Tor the publick Moneys now in
his hands, as Treasurer of the Colony of New- York, deli-
vered in their Report, which was read, amended, resolved
on, and agreed to, in tbe words following, to wit:

Whereas the late Provincial Congress of this State did,
on the 9th day of .March last, enter into a Resolution in the
words following, to wit: "Whereas tbe publick exigencies
of the Colony are so great as to require that all the publick
Revenues of the same should be appropriated to defray its
expenses j and whereas the General Assembly of the Colony
have, by their prorogation, made on the day appointed for
their meeting, been pre~'ented from proceeding to the des-
patch of the ordinary business thereof. It therefore becomes
necessary for the Representatives of the people in Provincial
Congress to attend to the proper application of the publick
Moneys now in the hands of the said Abraham Lott, Esq:
Resolved and Ordered, themfore, That the said Abraham
Lott be directed, and he is hereby directed within thirty
days from this day, to Jay before this Congress or the Com-
mittee of Safety, on oath, an account of all the moneys that
now are or shall be in his hands, as Treasurer of this Colony,
particularly stating to what funds they belong, and whether
any and what funds are appropriated to any and wha t IIses,
and every other matter which shalJ be necessary to consti-
tute a complete state of the Treasury of this Colony:" a
copy of which was left by the Secretary of this Con ven-
tion at the usual place of residence of the said Abraham
Lott, Esq., in the city of New-York.

And whereas the said Abraham Lott hath neglected to
comply with the tenour of the said Resolution: Therefore,

Ordered, peremptorily, That the said Abraham Lott do
forthwith attend this House on pain of contempt, and that
he bring with him the Books, Papers, and Money, belonging
to the Treasury, in order that the Publick Accounts of the
Colony of New- York may be settled, and the balance paid
to the present Treasurer of this State.

Ordered, That a copy of the aforegoing Resolution and
Order be served on Abraham Loft, Esq., by Mr. John
Campbell, who is hereby directed to require an answer in
writing for the justification of his conduct.

Resolved, That jf Abraham Lott, Esq., shan refuse to
attend this Convention, or neglect to set out within five
days after tbe receipt of the above order, and pursue his
journey with all reasonable despatch, that he be then appre-
hended, and sent under guard to this Convention, at Fish-
kill, in Dutchess County.

And MI'. John Campbell is hereby required and empow-
ered to apply to any Committee in the State of .New-Jersey
or New- York, in order that he may obtain assistance for
carrying tbe aforegoing Resolution and Order into execution,
and that Mr. C'arrpbell be furnished with a copy of all the
above Resolutions.

On motion, the following Resolutions were agreed to,
VIZ:

Whereas, since the dissolution of tbe late Government
under tbe Crown of Great Britain, it is inconsistent with
sound policy that any of the Publiek Moneys sbou]rl be paid
into the bands of any officers not duly authorized by the
Convention of this State to receive the same:

And whereas it is the duty of the Representatives of the
people to secure the Publick Revenues for the purposes of
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defending the lives, liberties, and property of the good peo-
ple of this invaded State:

.

Therefore, Resolved, unanimously, That Abraham Lott,
Esq., as Treasurer of the Colony of Ne1lJ-York, cease to
demand or receive any Moneys belonging to the same; and
that the said Moneys be only paid to Peter V. B. Livings-
ton, Esq., the Treasurer of this State, who is herebyauthor-
ized and directed to receive the same. And all persons
owing Money to this State are hereby ordered to account
with Peter V. B. Livingston, and to make payment with
all possible expedition.

.
Resolved and Ordered, That the Loan Officers in the

different Counties in this State do forthwith pay into the
hands of the present Treasurer, all such sums of Money as
they have at present in hands, or hereafter may receive,
either on account of the principal sums lent, or for the
interest due on such sums; and that the receipt of the
Treasurer of this State shall be considered hy the Super-
visors of the different Counties, as a voucher for the money
so paid, in as full and ample a manner as if the same had
been paid to Abraham Lott, Esq., late Treasurer of the
Colony of New- York.

Resolved, That all the Loan Officers in all the Counties
in this State be empowered to act in that capacity, till fur-
ther orders from this Convention or a future Legislature of
this State.

Ordered, That the Secretaries do immediately transmit
copies of these Resolves to Abraham Lott, Esq., and to
the Loan Officers in the different Counties in this State;
and that the same be published four weeks successively in
all the publick newspapers of this State.

Information was given to the Convention by some of the
Members fmm the Counties of Orange and Ulster, that
there is great reason to apprehend that there are many dan-
gerous persons in those Counties. That from several pieces
of testimony given to the different Committees in tbose
Counties, it is probable that persons there have been inlist-
ing, or endeavouring to inlist, men to join the enemy.

Ordered, That the Members of tbis Convention from the
Counties of Orange and Ulster, be a Committee to inquire
into the grounds of the apprehensions, and the particulars of
all such testimony as they can collect on that subject, and
to report the measures necessary to be taken to prevent such
disaffected persons in those Counties from joinhlg or aiding
the enemy.

The Deputy Treasurer delivered in a list of the Accounts'*'

"An Account of ,Moneys paid by the Treasurer,fOl' whkh no Accounts have
been rendered by the persons to whom they we1'epaid.

1775, Not'ember 2, To David Clarkson to repay Mr. Lott . .. £200

"
4, To Egbert DwnOlul to purchase flour 428

To Colonel Ten Broeck, he received ofTreas-
urer Lott. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 700

1776, January 12, To JllcDougal Sr Curtenius, they paid Mr. Ath-
erton on contract for Muskets. . . .. . . . . .. 350

February 5, To John V. D. BUt to purchase a cargo.. . . . .. 1,800

"
6, To John Foster to purchase tow cloth. . . .. . . . . 50

"
24, To Nicoll Sr Palmer, to transport Cannon from

J\iew- York to .illbany, &c.. . . . .
"

. . . . .. . . . 600
May 11, To Thomas Palmer, for the Fortifications in the

Highlands.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . ... 1,152

June 13, To Henry Glen, Bounty. .. ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. 1,152
July 15, To Nathaniel Sackett, to transport Lead to Dutchess

County. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . ..
16, To Henry Wisner, ditto to Orange and Ulster.....

"
17, To Colonel Van Cm.tlandt, to procure Provision

in Highlands 200

" "
To Christophel'Tappen, on a Secret Committee... 5,000

"
2'2, To ColonelHqffman, Bounty, &c 4,000

" "
To Colonel .illlison, do. 1,600

"
24, To WilliamHarp"r, do. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . 960

" "
To JohnSessions, do.. . . ... . . .. . . "

1,200

" "
To AlexanderJVebster, do. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . 575

" "
To .ilrthurParks, do.. . . ... . . .. . . . . 960

" "
To Samuel Townsend, do. for Queen's County 800

do. do. do. for King's County.. 240

" "
To David Gelston, do 800

" "
To Colonel De Witt, do. 2,000

" "
T Ge I u' d S 800o nera .mon'!s, O. { 1,200

27, To Messrs. V. Cort/atult SrPlatt... .. .. . . .. .. ... 600

" "
To Captain .JamesStewart, £144 and £100.. . . . . . 244

"
To Colonel Joseph .Marsh, to transport Lead, &c.,

to Cumberland, &c. . . . .
'"

. . . . .. . . .. . . . 70

August 8, To Peter Curtenius, Commissary, on account... 5,000

"
17, To Messrs. V. Cortlandt Sr Platt, expense of

Militia. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 1,000

"
To James Beekman, to remove the Poor.. 300

21, To Captain. Wisner, Bounty, &c 232

"
To Zebediah .~fills, to remove Military Stores

out New- York.. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .

"
25, To Rob~1.t Ha'rpur, for the Queen's County Com-

mittee.. .. . . .. ... ... . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . 20Q

or sums of Publick Moneys, which have at different times
been paid out of the Treasury by order of the Representa-
tives of this State, and which remain unaccounted for,
whereby the Publick Accounts of this State against the Con-
tinent remain unsettled, and are prevented from being trans-
mitted to be audit)d and paid. The same being read,

Ordered, That Mr. Duane, Mr. Bancker, and Mr
JJloore, be a Committee to take the same into consideration
and report thereon.

A Letter from Joseph Trumbull,Esq., Commissary-Gen-
eral, dated the 16th instant, was received by a messenger,
and read. He therein mentions that the American army
had evacuatedNew-York. That in the retreat he had left

1776, .ilugust 29, To Samuel Townshend, to forward Colonel Smith's
.

Regiment. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. £100

"
31, To Thfodorus BIII,ton, Commissary at New-Ro-

chell. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. 400

" "
To General Clinton u 7,000

September 3, To John Crygier, to remove Military Stores
from »'hite-Plains......................

"
7, To Peter Monfoort, to support the New-York

poor Bt Fishkill 100
8, To CharlesDe Witt, to remove Prisoners from

Kingston. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .

"
To John Shenck, Commissary at Fort Consti-

tution .. .. 400
To WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.

The State of NEW-YORK in Account Current with P. V. B. LIYINGSTON,
Treasurer:

DR.

To Ca.h paid sundry persons between the 31st day .l'rlay, 1775, and the
30th day of .ilp.-il, 1776, as per particular account, £]59,865 15 O!

To ditto paid ditto between the 1st day of May, 1776,
and the 17th day of September following, as per ac-
count of particulars drawn out and ready to be pro-.
duced .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .

"
. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .

To balance due to the State. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. ...

" 60

86,469 7 1~
29 10 11

£246,364 13 1

CR.
By sundry sums of money received for account of this State, between

the 31st day of Jlfay, 1775, and the 30th day of April, 1776, as per
account... ... .. .. .... .. .... .. ... .... £16],823 3 9

By ditto received between the 1st day of May, ]776,
a.nd the 17th day of September following, as per par-
tICular account 84,541 9 4

£JJ46,364 13 1
----.-

Errors excepted.

FISHKILL, September 17,1776.

For P. V. B. Livingston.
GERARD BANCKER.

The Continental Congress in Account Current with the State qfN EW-Yo RK:
DR.

1776, April 30, To amount of an account as prepared by the Auditors
up to this date. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . £102,666 15 lIt

To amount of expenses accrued in
this State since that time, being
£86,469, about three-fifths of which
(according to the estimate of the
Treasury) will be Continental 51,881 8 0

£]54,548 3 ll~

----

40
50

CR.
1775, .ilugust 23, By cash received by Mr. Jos. Hallet..
1776, January 12, By do. by Messrs. !alme: & Co....

MIII'clt8, By do. by Mr. FrancIs LewtS. . . .. . . ..
July 12, By do. received on a warrant from his

Excellency General Washington. . . . 20,000 0 O.
By balance due this State 25,748 3 llt

£154,548 3 llt
----

£70,000 0 0
20,000 0 0
]8,800 0 0

24

FISHKILL, Septtmber 18, 1776. G. BANCKER.

On the 11th March, 1776, the Convention of this State appointed a
Committee, to wit: Mr. Van Zandt, Captain Denning, Mr. Beeekman,
Colonel Brazier, and :Mr. Sands, to examine the Treasurer's accounts,
and to point out what part of the charges therein were to be considered
as Continental, and what Provincial. A. fair copy of the Continental
account, as stated by them, was prepared by the Auditor's clerk.

In ']~Iay last, the Auditors, to wit: Messrs. Van Zandt, Bancker,
Beeckman, Sand.., and Denning, continuecj this account down to the 30th
day of April last; it was afterwards examined by some of t.he New-
York members of the Continental Congress, and then taken to the Con-
vention of this State, where it underwent several alterations, in which
state it is now fair copied. Many accounts being not then come in, the
Auditors deferred sending it to Philadelphia till some of th e principal ones
con]d be procured; and many letters were wrote for that purpose.

Nothing more was done with the Continental account till the Audi-
tor-General was appointed the latter end of .July last, when he came to
the Plains to endeavour to continue it down to that time, but the num-
ber of outstanding accounts was so increased by the j(reat sums of
money that had been paid out there by order of the convention on
account for services to be performed, as to induce him to defer the
completion of it till they could be got in, severa! of which accounts he
procured abroad, and left orders for writing to many persons who had
neglected sending in theirs, which letters have accordingly been wrote,
and copies of some of them sent. And though the number of outstand-
ing accounts is greatly diminished, there are still many to be brought
in, as per the annexed list, amounting to about £40,000.

FISH~ILL, September 18,1776. G. BANCKER.
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behind him large quantities of Flour, which redu,ced thEJ
magazines too low; and requests the ;lid Qf thi!')Convention
to prQcpre flour.

Agreed, u'n(mimously, That Major Henry Schenck, Col-
onel Charles De Witt, and Dirck 'Wynkoop, Esquires, be
appointed Agents for, and on behalf of, the COl1)wissa-ry-

General, and dmt q draft of the ResQlutions for that pur-
pose be prepared and brought in, in the afternoon.

Die Martis, 4 ho. P. M., September 17, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

N EW- Y oRK.-Mr. Jay, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Harper,
Mr. Duane.

ULSTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Parks.
T1.\YON.-]\h.H'illiamHarper, Mr. Moore,Mr. Vedcr.
ALJlANy.-Mr. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr.

Robert Yates, Mr. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Adgate.
DUTcflEss.-Dr. Crane, Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr.

Sar:kett, Major Schenck.
CHARLoTTE.-Major Webster, Mr. Duer.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. fVilliam Smith, Mr. Hobart.
ORANGE.-Colone1Allison, Mr. Wisner, Mr.JosephSmith,

Dr. Sherwood.
WESTCIIESTER.-Mr. Mills,Mr. Havihmd,Mr. Jonathan

Platt.
CmIBERLAND.-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

The Convention, on informatjpn that the Soundingsof
Hudson's River, at and about Fort Washington, is not
accurately sounded, and thereupon came to the following
Resolutions:

Whereas there is reason to apprehend that the Channel
of Hudson's River, opposite to Fort Washington, is not
yet sufficiently obstructed; and whereas it is of the utmost
importance to the safety of this State and general cause of
America, tbat the ~avigation of that River should not be
occupied by the enemy's ships: Therefore

Resolved, That Captain Thomas Greenhill be, and he is
hereby requestedand authorizedto proceed, with all pos-

. sible despatch, to Mount Washington, in order to take an
accurate Survey of the Soundings of that part of Hudson's
River: that he report his proceedings to the Convention of
this State with all possible despatch.

Resplved, That the Commanding Officer of Fort Wash-
ington be applied to by Captain Greenhill, for his permis-
sion to sound the River, and for his assistance in carrying
the above Resolutions into execution.

Resolved, That General James Clinton be requested to
furnish Captain Greenhill with a Whale-boat, and a suffi-
cient number of hands whose attachment to the American
CaUse may be relied on, in order to assist in carrying this
measure into execution: that General Clinton and Captain
Greenhill be earnestly requested to conduct this matter with
all the secrecy possible.

The L.etter from Colonel Trumbull, received at noon,
was again read, and here follows, viz:

"King's Bridge, September 16, 1776.

"
GENTI,EMEN~ Yesterday our troops evacuated New-

York to the enemy, and mean to make a stand at and near
this place. In the retreat, I have been obliged. to leave
behind large quantities of IJour, which reduces our maua-
zine too low.

'

It is absolutely necessary to have a la;ge
quantity soon. I have taken measures to get it in; but,
fearing the apprehensions of the people may prevent their
coming, and thereby distress the army, and knowinu your
body to be in a great flour country, I must beg the "favour
of you to forward, with all despatch, whatever flour can be
had at and about Fishkill~ to Spiting Devil Creek, or as
near it as may be. J much expect the ships up tbe North
River again by and by: this makesme in the greater hurry
to have this measure effected, as it may save us great
expense and difficulty in land carriage. Perhaps it may be
bestto enslwe the vessels of flour against the enemy: this
and the price I will submit to your direction. The money
for the flour will be ready, and paid on delivery.

" Your aid and assistance in this matter will greatly oblirre,
gentlemen, your most obedient, humb]~ servant, "

"Jos. TRFMBuLL, Commissm'y-General.

"To the Hon. the Convention of the State of New- York."

Th.e Resolutions for procuring Flour for the Commissary-
General, in pursuance of his Letter, being read aod agreed
to, are in the words following, to wit;

Whereas Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-Genera'
of the American Army, by his Letter dated yef,terday, at
King's Bridge, and directed to this Convention, inform~
that the American Troops have evacuated New-YQrk, and
mean to make a stand at and pear King's Bridge; tbat he.
has been obliged to leave behind large quantities pf Flol}r,
which reduces his ~Jagazine too low; that it is necessary to
have a large quantity soon, that the Army may not be di.s-
tressed; and requesting Flour tQ be forwarded, with all
despatch, to Spuyt den Duyvel Creek, or as near it flS may be
to prevent the eXpenseof land carriage, if the enemy's
ships should come up Hudson's River; further suggesting
tbat it may be best to ensure the Vessels and Flol!r against
tlw enemy, which, together with the price, hes\ibmits to
this Convention, requesting their aid; and the said Com-
missary-General therein engages that the Money for the
FlourshalJ be paid on delivery:

Resolved, therrlore, That Major lIenry Schenck be, and
hereby is appointed Agent in behalf of' the said Commis-
sary-General, to purchase all the Flour which can be
obtained in Dutchess, Orange, and the lower end of Ulster
Counties; and that Colonel Charles De Witt and Dirck
TVynkoop, Jun., Esq., be, and each of them severally is,
hereby appointed Agent in behalf of the said Commissary-
Gene~al, to purchase all the Flour which can be procured
in Ulster County, and places adjacent, not before parti-
cularized; and the said Agents are hereby respectively
authorized, if it shall be found necessary, to impress Sloops
or Vesselsfor the transportation of the saidFlour; and to
have such Vessels appraised by thre!'J indifferent Free-
holders, one to be elected by the Agents respectively,
another by the Owner of each Vessel, and the third by the
two first elected. That the said Agents shall, in behalf of
the Commissary-General, ensure against all risk of the enemy,
to the sellersof the Flour respectively,the amount thereof
at the stipulated price, and to the Owners of the Vesse]s
the value thereof according to appraisement, such price and
valuation, in case of capture, to be paid by the Commis-
sary-General, agreeable to the said Letter. That they shall
take Bills of Lading from the Masters of such Vesse\s to
deliver the said Flour with the utmost despatch (the danger
of the enemy excepted) to the Commissary-Generalat
Spiten Duyvel Creek, or as near thereto as may be, for-
warding to the Commissary-General by land, and by each
Vessel, copies of each Bill of Parcels, and of each Ap-
praisement of the Vessels, and Bills of Lading, with Letters
of Advice, that the Sellers of the Flour and Owners of
the Vessels may be under no difficulty in procuring pay-
ment.

Ordered, That a certified copy of the preceding Ap-
pointments and Resolutions be immediately despatched to
the Commissary-General; and that a certified.copy thereof
be given to Major Schenck, and another such copy be
despatched to Messrs. Dc Witt and Wynkoop, at Kings-
ton. .

A draftof an Answer to the Letter of the Commissary-
General was read and approved, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:

,. SIR: The Conventionof this State have received your
letter of the 16th instant by Mr. Peter Garson, in conse-
quenceof which they haveenteredinto the enclosed reso-
lutions, which I am directed to transmit to you. We shall
exert ourselves to the utmost of our power in every measure
which may forward 'the common cause, which, notwith-
standing the present aspect of affairs, we doubt not will
triumph over ollr tyrannical enemies. Mr. Colt, your
deputy, has paid into the hands of Major Schenck, one of
the agents for the purpose of procuring flour, tbe slim of
three thousand six hundred dollars, for which that gentleman
will be accountable.

"I am, sir, with respect, &c.
"To Joseph Trumbull, Esq."

A Letter from Gilbert Livingston, Esq., at PDughkeepsie,
was read. He therein informs that tbe Chain intended to
obstruct the navigation of Hudson's River has been delayed
for want of iron. He requests that one of the other Mem-
bers of the Committee. may come to him to assisthim, and
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bring with him two thousand Pounds, as their Treasury is
nearly exhausted; and informs that he expects to go to the
Fort to see that the apparatus is ready to fasten, and stretch
the chain. .

Ordered, That the Secret Committee for obstructing the
navigation of Hudson's River, have permission to go' to the
Fortification's in the Highlands to.morrow morning.

Resolved, That Mr. Duane, Mr. Hobart, General Ten
Broeek, Mr. Duel', Mr. William Smith, Mr. Wisner, and
Mr. Baneker, with the President, constitute a Committee of
Safety; that the President and any four of those gentlemen
be a quomm of tbat Conitriittee; tbat tbey continue a Com-
mittee of Safety until tbe first meeting of a representation of
this State in Convention; that every other Member who
may attend have a voice in the Committee, alid that tbe
sllid Committee have power to send for any Members of this
Convention who may be absent.

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, MI'.Duel', and Mr. Bancker,
be a Committee to consider of and. report the most proper
disposition to be made of tbe vessel or sloop of war Jtlont-
gomery, belonging to this State.

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Harper be added to and be.
one of the Committee for taking the Examination of Samuel
Yale, Esq.

Adjourned.

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., September 18, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Duane, Mr. Baneker, Mr. Robert
Harper.

DUTcHES"s Mr. Robert R. Livingston, Mr. Sackett, Dr.
Crane.

ALBANv.-Mr. Abraham Yates, General Ten Broeek, Mr.
John Ten Broeck, Mr. Adgate, Mr. Robert Yates.

TRyoN.-Mr. ltIoore, Mr. William Harper, Mr. Veder.
SUFFoLK.-,-Mr. William Smith, Mr. Hobart.
ORANGE.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Colonel Allison, Mr. Joseph

Smith.
CHARLOTTE.-Mr. Duel', Major Webster.
ULSTER.-,-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Parles.
WEsTcHEsTER.-Mr. Haviland, Mr. ]JElls, Mr. Jonathan

Platt.
CVMBERLA"ND;...:..:;,cMr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

Whereas this Convention, after nia:ny anxious inquIrIes,
hath at length received certain intelligence that the Hon.
Nathaniel Woodhull, Brigadier-General of the Militia,
and President of the Convention of this State, is at present
in the hands of the enemy, and that he was made captive
whilst actUally employed in executing the resolutio'os of
this House: And whereas they are loudly cal1ed. upon, not
only by the sacred voice of honour and publick duty, but
likewise by the sympathizingprinciples of personal affection
and respect, to exert thems-elves in rest()ring so valuable a
person to that liberty which he has himself lost in endea-
vouring to secure to others that inestimable blessing: .

Tberefore, Resolved, That a list of the Prisoners at die
disposal. of this State be immediately made out' and trans-
mitted to General Washington; and tbat John Sloss Hobart,
Esq., wait on his ExceJIency, with the earnest request of
this Convention, tbat he wiJI be pleased to give his assist-
ance and advice in neg()tiatilolg this exchange.

Wbereas the sum of one thousand ei"ht hundred Pounds
was advanced by tbis State to Coloncl Pierre V~an Cort-
lanaI and Captain Zephaniah Platt, as occasional Commis-
saries for slJch of the .Militia of this and the neigbbouring
States as were, at the request of his Excellency the General,
called out for the defence of the State, which sum they
have expended and accounted for with Mr. William Pauld-
ing, Deputy Commissary:

Resolved, therefore, That Mr. Gerard Banclerr be
directed to get a true state of that account from Mr. William
Paulding, and request payment thereof from the Commis-
sary-General, and on the receipt of the Money, to give a
proper discharge therefor, which shall be considered as a
voucher for the Money by the Auditor and Treasurer of this
State.

Re~olved, That Mr. Gerard Bancleer, Deputy Treasurer
of this State, proceed immediately to the persons who had

the charge of the Pork and other Provisions belonging to thiS
State in Westchester County, in order to procure the receipts
for what has been furnisbed to Joseph Trumbllll, Esq.,
Commissary-General, or any of his Agents or Deputies.
And that Mr. Baneleer be directed and authorized to apply
to the said Commissary-General for the payment of the
same, at the pl-icecurrent of those articles when delivered;
and that the receipt of the said Gerard Bancleer shall be a
sufficient voucher in behalf of this Siate.

. .

Ordered, That Colonel Allison be added to and be on~
of the Committee for taking the Examination of Samuel
Gale, Esq.

Ordered, Tbat the Officer commanding ihe detachment
of Captain Jtlelancthon Smith's Company, which attends
this Convention, be and h()reby is commanded to takeintp
the custody of his guard, William Tredwel', Benjamin Lud-
lum, and Samuel Gale, and them safely keep, as separate
from each other as he can, tiJI further orders of this Con-
vention or their Committee of Safety.

Mr. Hobart, from the Commiuee to report the most
proper disposition of the Sloop Monigomerie, delivered in
their Report, which was read.

That part of the Report which respects the condemnation
and sale of Prizes, was agreed to.

Thereupon Resolt'ed, That a Letfer be immediately writ-
ten to l\k Joseph Hallett, the Agent for Prizes, requesting
him forthwith. to repair to New-England, and take the most
speedy and effectual measures for the condemnation and sale
of such Vessels and Goods as Captain Rogers, the Com-
mander of the said Sloop, may have brought into that
country. .

The said Committee also reported a draft of sl1ch Lette~
to Joseph FIallett, as above mentioned, which waS read and
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

"SIR: The Convention having received information ihat
Captain Rogers, of tbe S!09p ltIontgomerie, has left the
south side of Long-Island, and is arrived at Norwalk, in
Connecticut, with some of his prize goods, amI tbat some
vessels which he brought off with hirif are arrived in other
ports of New-England, it is their desire that you repair
forthwith (0 that country, and take the most speedy and
effectual measures for the condemnation and sale of such
vessels and goods; which I am directed to signify to you.

"And am, sir, your most obedient servant.
ti To Joseph Hallett, Esquire!' .

Ordered, That a copy thfjreof be engrossed, and signed
by the President,and transmitted.

.

That part of the said Report which relates to the sale of
the Sloop Montll.0merie, was recommitted to Mr. Williamo
Smith, General Ten Broeck, Mr. Duel', and Mr. Bancleer,
Mr. Hobart being excused on his.earnest request, and reasons
assigned.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to devise ways
and means for establishing a fund for tbe board and subsist-
ence of the poor inhabitants of this State who have or may
be by distress of war obliged to abandon tbeir habitations,
upon such a plan as shall be least burthel~sume to the good
people of this State.

Resolved, That Mr. Robert R. Livingston, MI'. Duet,
Mr. Duane, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Rooert Yates, be tbe Com-
mittee.

Ordered, That that part of the Report of a former Com-
mittee on this subject, and which was read and postponed
on the 25th of August last, be recommitted to the same
Committee.

Ordered, That Mr. William Smith have leave of absence
to go to Orange County, ten days from the time of his de-
parture.

Resolved, Tbat Colonel Broome and Captain Denning
be, and are hereby, appointed Members of the Committee
of Safety and Correspondence for that part of this State
whicb lies below the Highlands; that they be requested
immediately to attend tbat business, and that Captain Den-
ning in his way attend this Convention to receive instl'UC-
tions for the said Committee.

Robert R. Livingston, Esq., informed the Convention
that from intelligence he has received, the particulars whereof
he cannot consistent with prudence disclose, it may be
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necessary to call out a detachment of the Militia or the
guards which are now attending this House; and that some
Member of this House should be empowered for that pur-
pose. Therefore,

Resolved, That Nath'l Sackett, Esq., be, and is hereby,
empowered to employ from time to time any detachments
of the Companies under the command of Captain Melane-
thon Smith, or any part of the Militia of Dutchess County,
not exceeding twenty men, which he may think necessary,
and to give them such orders as he may think proper, which
they are hereby directed to observe and obey.

Mr. Wisner, Sen., from the Committee to whom was
referred the consideration of a more easy and effectual mode
of raising the several ~uotas of the Militia for the garrison-
ing of the Forts Const~tutionand Montgomerie, delivered in
their Report. The same being read, and the question put
whether the Convention agrees with their Committee in the
said Report, it was carried in the negative.

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety appointed till
the first meeting of the Convention be revived, and that the
same continue until the next meeting of the Convention.

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
Wednesday Afternoon, September 18, 1776.

The Committee of Safety met.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., Chairman.

For NEW-YORK.-*Mr. Bancker, *Mr. Duane.
For WEsTcHEsTER.-Mr. Haviland, Colonel Drake, Col-

onel Cortlandt.
For ALBANy.-*M I', Abm. Yates, *General Ten Broeck,

Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Ten Broeck.
For CHARLOTTE.-*Mr. Duer.
For SUFFOLK.-*Mr. Smith, Mr. Hobart.
For TRyoN.-Mr. Harper, Mr. ~Moore.
For ORANGE.-Dr. Sherwood, Colonel Allison, *Mr. Wis-

ner, Mr. Smith.
Those names marked with an asterism are the Members appointed

to constitute the Committee of Safety.

A Letter from Hugh Hughes, Assistant Quartermaster-
General, by express, dated yesterday, at Head-Quarters
near King's Bridge, was received and read. He, at th~
request of General Washington, informs the Convention that
two Albany skippers have deserted the service without
unloading their cargoes. The one named Brooks has such

. utensils for supplying the army with soap and candles that
the business cannot be carried on without them. The other,
named Rolf or Rolf, has ammunition on board, besides
sundry articles belonging to the Quarterrnaster-General's
department, it is said. Mr. Hughes, by directions of the
General, gives this information that a suitable remedy may
be timely applied.

The said Letter being taken into immediate consideration,
thereupon,

Resolved, That a copy of the Letter received /i'om Mr.
Hugh Hughes be immediately sent by express to the Chair-
man of the Committee of Albany, and that the said Com-
mittee be r~quested to. sen~ back a~1the property belonging
to the Contment cantamed m the saId Sloops; and to inquire
into the conduct of Captain Rolf and Captain Brooks, and
transmit a state of facts to this Convention, taking good
security of the said Rolf and Brooks to abide by the future
order of this Convention in the premises.

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolution be trans-
mitted to Mr. Hughes.

A Letter from the Committee of Albany, dated the 12th
instant, was read. They thereby inform that the Major
from Cumberland County, with the proportion of men to
have been raised to the eastward of the Green ~o/Iountains,
as a part of Colonel Van Dyck's Regiment, have not joined
the Regiment or come into the service.

A Letter from Esq., who was intended to
have been Major of that Regiment, to Brigadier-General
Ten Broeck, was also read.

Ordered, That Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr. Hobart, Mr.
Duer, and Mr. Robert Yates, be a Committee to take those
two Letters into consideration, and report thereon.

A Letter from the Committee of Albany, dated the] 6th
instant, was also read. The Committee thereby express
great concern on account of General Schuyler's resignation,

and express their fears that it will occasion many other resig-
nations in the Army, the Militia, and the Civil departments.

A long Letter fmm General Sc~uyler, dated the 15th,
and a part thereof dated on the 16th Instant, was read. The
Gen~ral ther~in informs the <?onventionof his resignation
and In part hIs reasons for havmg requested leave to resiun
his office, and informs the Convention of the latest intelti-
gence fmm the northward and westward; and that the
Militia were countermanded before his receipt of the last
Letter from this Convention.

The Examination of a Hessian Deserter enclosed in Gen-
eral Schuyler's Letter, was also read. Information is thereby
given of the numbers of lIessians, Brnnswickers, and other
foreign Troops in Canada.

Ordered, That the Letter from the Committee of Albany
of the 16th instant, the Letter from General Schuyler of
th~ 15th and 16th insta~t, and th~t part of.General Schuy-
ler s Letter of the 8th Instant which remams to be consi-
dered, be committed to Robert R. Livingston, Mr. Hobart,
Mr. Duer, and MI'. Robert Yates, to report thereon with
all convenient speed.

A Letter from Corn~lius Glenn, Treasurer of the County
of Albany, to the President of the Convention dated the
13th instant, was read. He requests his opini~n whether
the usual election shal! be held in that County for a County
Treasurer, or whether It shall be delayed until a plan is pre-
scribed for that department under the new form of Govern-
ment.

Ordered, That the consideration of. and determination
on, this Letter, be referred to the Conv~ntion.. * * * * * . ~ .

* 4 .
[Your Committee, to whom it was referred to direct some

mode for the relief of Debtors confined for debt in the Gaols
of the respective Counties in this State do report the fol-
lowing, viz: '

Whereas, by the long suspension of the Legislature of this
State, the debtors confined in the respective gaols are
reduced to the greatest misery and distress, and their lives
much endangered by long confinement: And whereas the
detaining in custody debtors, under execution who are wil-
ling to deliver up their estates for the use of ;heir creditors
can be of no r~al benefit or advantage to the creditors, and
at the same time, that by reason of such severity, many
useful members are lost to the community, who might be
advantageously employed at this arduous conjuncture in the
service and defence of their country:

Be it, ther~fore ordaine~, TI.Jat all and every person and
persons ImIJI'lsonedor detamed m any gaol within this State,
by reason of any proce5S,writ, or commitment for debt be
forthwith released and discharged: Provided always, That
all and every person or persons, who shall take and claim
the benefit hereby intended, shall before his hel' or their
discharge, exhibit a petition in their respec{ive Counties,
where such person or persons are confined to the persons
hereinafter named, setting forth the reasons 'of such confine-
~ent; an~ if he, she, ~r they, so p~titioningshall, be charged
m execution, such pl'lsoner 01' prisoners shall wIth his her
or t~eir petition annex the name 01'names of his, her, 0/ thei;
creditors, and !he debts due, ,as near as ca~ be, and certify
an account or lIlventory of hIs, her, or theIr whole real and
personal estate, t~eir ?e~ding and clothing excepted, with
the tenure by whICh It IS held, and the evidences deeds
books of account, notes or bonds relatinu thereun(o' and
upon such petitions and certificates delive~d to the p~rsons
hereafter named, in the respect~ve Counties, or any two of
them, and they are hereby reqUIred t.o.order such prisoner
to be brought before them, and admllllster to such persons
the following oath or affirmation, in such cases heretofore
required, viz:

" You of do hereby solemnly swear upon the
Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, that the account by you
here produced, and to your petition annexed to the best of
your knowledge, contains a true and perfect ~tate of all the
debts due to your respective creditors; and likewise that the
inventory by you exhibited contains a just and faithful ac-
coun! of all your real. and personal estate, your bedding and
cIothmg excepted, wIth the tenure by which it is held, and
t?e evidences, deeds, books of account, notes or bonds rela-
ting thereto, and that you have not knowingly or inteotion-
ally kept back any part of the same, nor conveyed to auy
person or persons whatsoever any part thereof, for your
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at present necessary to represent the County, being five, was
too numerous, and that, by means thereof, was frequently
deprived of a voice in the Convention:

" ResQlved, therefore, That the number of the qnorum be
reduced from five to three; and accordingly, that of the nine
Deputies elected to represent this County in the Convention
of the Representatives of this State, any three of them be a
quorum for that purpose.

. "By order: EGBERT BENSON, Chairman."
The determination of the Committee of Dutchess County

was approved of.
Ordered, That Mr. Jay, Mr. Duer, Mr. R. R. Livings-

ton, Mr. Robert Yates, and Colonel Drake, be a Commit-
tee to devise ways and means for preventing the dangers
which may arise from the disaffected in this State.

On motion of Mr. Duane,
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine into

and report the present state of the Treasury; the proO'ress
which has bee? ma?e in emitting the sum of £200,00'0, to
supply the eXigencIes of the State, agreeable to a Resolu-
tion of the Convention, passed on the 15th day of August
last; the obstructions which have prevented the settlement
of the publick Accounts of this State against the Continent,
and further means fOl'the immediate supplying the Treasury
with Money. .

Resolved, That this Committee consist of those gentle-
men to whom was referred a list of the unsettled Accounts
of publick Moneys, delivered in by the Deputy Treasurer
and committed last Tuesday at noon, viz: Mr. Duane, Mr.
Bancker, and Mr. Moore.

Mr. Jay has leave of absence for eight days from the time
of his departure. .

CONVENTION.
DieJovis,9 ho.A. M., September19,1776. The Committee appointed to procure a proper Guard-

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
House for the detachment of Captain Smitlt's Company, at
this place, by order reported that the most convenient they

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President. have observed, or can obtain, is a hatter's shop belonO'ing
NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Robert Harper, Mr. Du- to Mrs. Mary Bloodgood, which needs repair.

0

ane, Mr. Jay. Ordered, That Mr. Sackett be added to that Committee,
DUTcHEss.-Doctor Crane, Mr. Sackett, Mr. R. R. Liv- and that the said Committee repair that shop for a Guard-

ingston. House at their discretion.
CHARLoTTE.-Major Webster, Mr. Duer.
ALBANy.-Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. John Ten Broeck,

The Report of the proceedings of Mr. Hobart and Mr.

Mr. Adgate, General Ten Broeck.
James Townshend, the Committee appointed on the 28th

ORANGE.-Co]onel Allison, Mr. Jos. Smith, J\h. Sherwood , of August to repair to General Woodhull, on Nassau-Island,
to advise and assist the General in the execution of the

C~~~~:~;~.-Mr. oSessions,Mr. Stevens.
orders given to him by this Convention, was read and taken

SUFFoLK.-Mr. Smith, Mr. Hobart.
into consideration. Thereupon,

WESTCHESTER.-Co!onelDrake, Mr. Lockwood, Mr. Resolved, unanimously,That thisConventionapprovesof

Jtlills, Mr. Haviland, Colonel Cortlandt.
tbe conduct of the said Committee while they acted in

ULsTER.-Major Parks, Mr. Wisner.
conjunction, and of the conduct of John Sloss Hobart,

T 1\1
)1,1

M rT . M TT d
Esq., when be acted separately, as the same is stated in

RYON.- ' r. lU.oore, r. n.arper, r. ye er. h ' d R d I
. r

t e sal eport an t Ie papers therem relerred to.
Captain SamueI1'udor, one of the Superintendents for

building the Continental Ships at Poughkeepsie, attending,
Mr. Joshua H. Smith, from the Committee formerly ap-

delivered in a Letter fromGeneral Schuyler, dated Albany,
pointed to consider of means for tbe relief of Insolvent Debt-

September 17, 1776, and directed to Messrs. Van Zandt,
ors, reported the draft of a Bill or set of Resolutions for the

Tudor, and the other gentlemen to whose care tbe buildin g relief of Insolvent Debtors, which was read and amended'
and being read a second time,

,
of the Frigates at Poughkeepsie is committed; wherein the
General informs those gent]emen tbat he received a line b)T

Ordered, That it lay on the table for tbe further perusal
and consideration of tbe Members.

express from General Gates, informing him that he is in the
greatest distress for the cordage mentioned in a list enclosed Mr. Duer, of the Committee appointed to devise ways

in the said letter, for the use of the row-galleys, which are and means for preventing the dangers whicb may arise from
the greatest strength of our naval force on tbe Lake, Cap- the disaffected in this State, reported a draft of certain Res-

tain Tudor requested the opinion and advice of the Con- olutions for that purpose, which were read. The same
vention on this subject. being read a second time, Mr. Duane moved, and it was

Resolved, That as a Naval strengthon Lake Champlain sec.ondedby Mr. WilliamHarper, that the considerationof
is an object of tbe utmost importance, and will greatly con- this Report be postponed till to-mOl'fOWmorning.
tribute to tbe security of America, that the Agents for build- Debates arose thereon, and the question beinO'put, it was
ing the Ships at Poughkeepsie be directed to supply such carried in the affirmative, in manner following, t~ wit:
and so much Cordage as General Schuyler requires, and FortheJlffirmative. FortheJt/egative.
tbat tbis Convention will J'ustif y them to the honourable the 6 Albany. 2 Charlotte.

2 Cumberland. 5 Dutchess.
Continental Congress. 4 Ulster. 4 'Westchester.

Mr. lIaviland and Mr. Platt have leave of absence, to
3 Tryon, 3 Orange.

return on next JtIonday week. 15 votes. 14 votes.

A certified copy of a Resolution of the Committee of Therefore, Ordered, That the further consideration of
Dutchess County, was read and filed; and is in the words the said heport be postponed till to-morrow morning.
following, to wit: . On motion of Mr. Jay,

'
':In Committee,Dutchess Cou~ty, Septem.ber17, 1776. Ordered, That a Committe.e be appointed to inquire

"It havmg been suggested to this CommIttee, by the whether any and what Bounty IS necessary for encouraO'ing
Deputies from this County, in Convention, that the quorum the manufacturing of Gunpowder in this State.

0
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future benefit, with design to defraud your creditors. So
help you God." .

And upon having taken such oath or affirmation such
prisoner or prisoners shall make an assignment of his, her,
or their estate, to two such persons as assignees, being free-
holders, as the persons empowered to administer such oath
or affirmation shall appoint, to be by them equally divided
among all the creditors of the said inoolvent debtors, in pro-
portion to their several and respective debts, dues, and
demands; whereupon, he, she, or they, making such assign-
ment as aforesaid, shall be discharged out of custody, from
and after which discharge, he, she, or they, shall not any
time hereafter be imprisoned for the same debt or debts for
which he, she, or they have made such assignment.

And further, That any two of the Judges of the Tnfe-
riour Court of Common Pleas, in the respective Counties of
this State, together with the Chairman of the County Com-
mittee for the time being, be and they are hereby nomi-
nated, empowered, and required to hear and discharge the
prisoners in the gaols of the said Counties, and to administer
to tbem the oath above mentioned, and that all Gaolers and
Sheriffs heretofore appointed, and all persons within this
State, give due obedience to the said persons within their
~veral Counties, who have been hereby authorized and
appointed to hear and discharge the prisoners aforesaid.

And lastly, That the assignees to be appointed as afore-
said, notify the several creditors of the debtors so discharged
in one or more of the publick newspapers of this State, for
three months successively of their appointment as aforesaid,
with intent tbat they may be acquainted where to apply for
their several dividends. JOSHUA H. S~IlTH.

September 18, 1776.
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That Mr. William Smith, Mr. Zephaniah Platt, and Mr.
WilUam Harper, be the Committee for that purpose.

Rt-solved, That a Committee be appointed to employ
proper persons for making discoveries anu assays of Sul-
phur, Lead, and Flint, within this. State.

That for this purpose they have power to draw on the
Treasury for a sum not exceeding five hundred Dollars; and
that they report their proceedings to this Convention; and
that Mr. Wisner, Sen., Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. William
Ilarper, Mr. Adgate, and Doctor Crane, be the Committee
for the purposes above mentio,ned.

.
Ordered, That the appointing Inspectors of Saltpetre

and Gunpowder, manufaetur!:1d in or imported into this State,
be taken into consideration on Saturday next.

Resolved, That the Committee for establishing Posts and
obtaining Intelligence be empowered to appoint a Secretary,
and to allow him a reasonable compensation.

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., Septemb.er 20, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEw-¥oRK.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Harper, MI'. Duane.
DIJTcHEss.-Dr. Crane, MI'. R. R. Livingston, Mr.

Sackett.
ALBANy.-Mr. Ab. Yates, Mr. Robert Yates, General Ten

Broeck, Mr. John Ten Broeck, Mr. Adgate.
TRyoN.-Mr. l}Joore, Mr. William Harper, Mr. Veder.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith, Mr. IIubart.
ORANGE.-Mr. Jos. Smith, Colonel Sherwood, Mr. Wisner,

Jun., Colonel Allison, Mr. Little.
CHARLOTTE.-Mr. Duel', !\Jr. Webster.
lhsTER.-Mr. TVisner,Mr. Parks.
WEsTcHEsTER,-Mr. ~Iills, Colonel G. Drake, Major

Lockwood, Colonel V. Cortlandt.
CmIBERLAND.-lVIr.Sessions, lVIr.Stevens.

The Committee appointed to consider General Schuyler's
Letter bl'Ought in their Report, which was read. There-
upon the General's Let~er of the 15th and 16th was read,
and hereafter follows, VIZ:

"Albany, September 15,1776.

"SIR: I do myself the honour to advise YOll that, by
accounts received from General Gates and Colonel Dayton,
the necessity of marching up the Militia is superseded. I
have sent express to Ulster and Dutchess Counties to advise
them of this, and ha\'e dismissed those that ,,:ere here. The
cannonade which was heard on Luke Champlain, and
which was supposed to be between General Arnold and
the enemy's army, was only a fire at a party of the enemy,
who attacked a boat belonging to our fleet, at 'Windmill
Point, in which three of the crew were killed and six
wounded. The fleet continues off Isle-au-1Uotte, and no
naval force of the enemy had appeared on the 9th instant.
Our army at T!Jconderoga, by the last returns, consisted
of twelve thousand nioe hundred and seventy men, are
in good spirits, and SQ extremely well fortified on advan-
tageous ground, that little is to be fe<lred, even if the enemy
~bould be able to cross the Lake, and make an f;lttack.

"
Many important matters require immediate attention in

tbi~ dep~rtment, to guard the State against the attempts,
whIch wlllundpubtedly be made in the winter and sprrng,
by the enemy from the northward. I suggested my ideas
to Congress; but as I have not been honoured with a line,
in answer to my letters, for near two months past, I suppose
more morD<mtous concerns so entirely en"ross their attention
that they have not had time to take them'" into consideration.

" As I accepted of a command under the fullest convic-
tion ~f my inc~mpetency, I ha~e mad.e more than prdinary
exertIons to discharge the duties of It, that, if I could not
gain reputation, I might at least not reflect disgrace on you,
by whose means the command was conferred.

"Unhappily for me, envy and jealousy have followed
me from the beginning. A ware to what a critical situation
I was elevated, wi~h the eyes of a jealous people on me, I
~oo~ every precaution that I might have it in my power to
.JUstlfy myself whenever my conduct should be called in
«)uestion. How f.1r I have succeeded I shall beD the Con-
Tention of this State. to judge, when I shall do ~yself the
honour to lay a val'lety of papers before them which I
believe will be very soon, as I have sen.t my resignation to
Congress.

"As the Convention is now removed to a place where
they cannot be informed, by the usual channel, of what is
tran~aciing in this department, I shalldo myselfthe honour
~ogl.vethem the most ear1y information of every event as
Jt al'lses.

" September 16.-Last ~vening I was honoured with the
resolutions of the Convention of the 13th, conveyed to me
by Mr. Cuyler. I am happy that there is no occasion at
present for the service of the :MiJitia. Should it become
necessary, ",;,hileI continue in command, (which will prob-
ably be untIl the 1st of October,) to call for their aid, I
shall pay due attention to the information you have been
pleased to give me, and not callan either Dutchess or
Ulster County, unless on the most urrrent necessity.

.

" I shall imn~e?iate]y despatch a proper person to p~r-
chase .the medlclIJes_ from the persons mentioned in yom
resolutIOn; for a1thoucrh I am in hOJJes that Dr Strinrrer. T. 0

. .
b'who J:,gone to ]\.ew-England, will procure a considerable

ql~antlty there, yet the consumption in SP large an army
will, I fear, be far beyond what he will be able to procure.

" Enclose you copy of information <riven bv a llessian
deserter, wbo lately arrived at Ticondel~fYa.

.

" I . .
I

b
. am, Sir, Wit 1 great respect, your most obedirmt, hum-

ble servant,
"PH. SCHUYLER.

"To the HOIl. Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President of
tbe Convention of the State of New- York."

The copy of the Information given by a Hessian De-
serter* was again read and filed.

Tbe Letter from Albany, of the 16th instant was aaain
read, and folJows, viz:' ' '"

"Albany Committee Chamber, September 16, 1776.

" GENT~EM~N: ~ e ar~ informed that General Schuyler
has sent I~ hIs resIgnation to Congress, a circumstance
tr~ly alarmmg to. the inhabitants of this city, and we fear
wtll be very detrImental to the pub]ick cause. His conduct
as a Genera], .his indefatigable assiduity on all occasions, are
so very conspIcuoUS, tbat we cannot help expressing the
deepest concern.

" We are fully sensible, and time will evince that the
effects of his resignation wilJ be severely felt in th~ Northern
department, .as we are well assured no person can be found
to succeed 111m,capable of holdinO' so honourable an office
that has a sufficient influence to" conduct matters in th~
manner he has done, with SL1chfeeble supports.

"This day a Committee of this Board waited on hig
Honour, requesting to know the reason of his resiani!l<T
IT

~

'" b'JIS answer was, that sllch inattention was paid to his
remonstrances to Congrcss, and such calumnies thrown out
against him, that, consistent ,:",itll the character of a gentle-
man, he could not do otherwIse.

"We are very unhappy to think that Conaress should
pay so little regard to the character of a gentl~man whose
conduct, we" are well assured, merits the approbation of
every well-wIsher to this much-injured country.

" From what we bav~ alr~ady h~ard, We cal) inform YOll,
as a fact, that many reSJCTnatlOlJswIll follow his in a short
time, as well in the l\fiJitia and Civil as in tbe M iJitary
depf;lrtments.

" I
.

fct IS u~~~cessarr or us, we presume, to expatiate on
the grea~ abJlI!I:-s which he possesses, as part of his conduct
has mamfested It more fully than we can possibly express.

~ The Examination of .'lnthony Passelabend, of Colonel Riedesel'$
R~gllnent of Dragoons, who deserted at .l'rlontreal, the 24th of .fllne,
wIth !,Ine,teen others, but does not know what became of them: Says,
th.at In Joel,ruaI'Y, two thousand Hessians, and three thousand Bruns-
v;u;kers, and three thousand JVestphalians, the latter all Roman Catho-
hcks, e!,lbarked on b?ard forty-six Du/ch vessels, at Stade, in IIallou1',
and saIled for Jlmeru;a; that f,?rty-three of these arrived at Qaebeck
the 27th ."'Iay, the other three bemg blown off from the fleet in a storm.
about Easter, and supposed to be lost. That S'ome time in June the
whole marched fOT.lflun/real, where they arrived the latter end of the
same month. That five hundred of the rYes/phalians and nrunS'lCick
tro?!,s were drafted as drag00ns, horses purchased in Clt1wda, and daily
tr:unmg Ii)r that purpose.. Five hundred more were drafted

as' riflemen.The whole are new reCrUtU3 from sixteen to twenty-two years of aO'e
quar~e\'ed at Langville, ~pposite ."'Ionl1"e"t, nllder the command ofColo~ei
Belm/z, of the Bn<nswlck troop. That at Q"ebeck, ten of the Germa1M
had deserted. One was afterwards, at Langville, orderoo to run the
gaJIntlet t~r?ugh three hun~red men; but the whole of the Gcrman
troop~ nlH;lnled, o'~lng to, th~lr not reeeiving their pay and provisiQn:;:
promIsed em, refused to 1I11hct the punishment, and were O'oinl!;to mur-
der ~h,eGene!'a], but Colonel Belnitz quieted them with pro~i"cs of their
recelvll1g theIr allowances regularly fi)r the future. That he understo"d
alJ the Ge,:,wns were to return about Michaelmas, arId that the English
and Canacl,wnsamounted to about five thousand men. .

September 5, 1776.
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"From a full conviction of the ab;ve facts, we do in-
struct you, that you lay this letter before the Convention of
this State, and desire you'll use your influence to have the
sense of this Board transmitted to Congress on this
occasIon;

"
We are, (Tentlemen, yonr very humble servants,
"By order: JOHN BARCLAY,Chairman.

"To the Deputies of the County of Albany, in Convention
of the State of New- York."

General Schuyler's Letter of the 9th instant, which was
made a part of the minutes of this Convention on the 12th
instant, was again read.

Thereupon, the said Report of the Committee w~s again
read, and being then read hy paragraphs, on reading !he
second Resolution, Mr. Du.ane moved for the followmg-
amendment, to wit, Jhat the words" endanger the peace"
be obliterated, and the words" be productive of discontent
and endan<rer the safety of this State," be inserted in their
stead. D~bates arose thereon, and the question being put
it was carried in the negative, in manner following:

Jor the .Negative. PO!'the .I/ffirmative.
2 Chal'lotte. 3 Orange. 3 Tryon.
6 Albany. 4 Ulster.
4 Westchester. 5 Dutchess.
2 Cumberland.

26 votes.
Therefore the ,said amendment was rejected.
The residue of the said Report being read by paragraphs,

amended and approved of, the whole of the said Report was
8<rain read and adopted by the Convention, is in the words
f~lowing, to wit:

Whereas this Convention have received information that
Major-General Schuyler has. sent in his resignation to. the
honourable the Congress, whIch tbey have reason to beheve
has arisen from some unhappy misapprehension of and a
neglect to inquire into his ('onduc!: They .cannot; there-
(ore, in justice to .his character, aVOIdexprE'ssmg their sense
of his merit, and their apprehensions of the influence his
resignation may have on the publick measures:

1st. Therefore, Resolved, unanimously, That Major-Gen-
eral Schuyler, since his appointment to the command in the
Northern department, has, as far as this Convention has
been enabled to judge, discharged the duties of his impor-
tant trust with assiduity, fidelity, and skill.

2d. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention
that the resignation of Major-General Schuyler at this cr~ti-
cal period will, if accepted, greatly affect the general 10-
terest of America, and endanger the peace and safety of
the State.

3d. Resolved, unanimously, That the honourable the
Congress be 'requested (through the Delegates from this
State) to withhold their assent to the resignation of Major-
General Schuyler, and to cause an inquiry to be made into
his conduct; since this Convention cannot but hope that an
honourable acquittal will, by silencing the voice of calumny,
induce him to continue in his commaud, and thereby pre-
serve a useful officer to the publick.

Resolved, unanimrJUsly, That as Major-General Schuyler
was appointed at the request. of t~is Convention, .if ~o
inquiry should shortly be m.ade m!o 1~lsconduct, tha.t It will
be the duty of this ConventIOn to II1stltute the same, 10 order
either to justify their recommendation, and vindicate a
character which they have reason to fear has been unjustly
traduced, or to hold him up, if he has disgraced his appoint-
ment, as an object of publick censure.

Resolved, unanimously, That Robert R. Livingston,
Esq , wait upon Major-General Schuyler, in order to inquire
into the reasons of his resignation, and to report the same,
and in the name of this State to request him not to insist
thereon.

Resolved, That a copy of the aforegoing "Resolut!ons be
immediately sent to the Delegates of this State at Congress,
in order to be laid before that honourable House.

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this State, to
attend the said Resolutions, was read and approved, and
is in tbe words following, viz :

"GENTLE;\IEN:Tbe Convention have much at beart tbe
subject of the enclosed resolutions, and have directed me
to recommend them to your particular attention. They are
persuaded that Gel}el'al Schuyler's resignation wiJl not only
be highly prejudicial to the common cause of America, by

the loss of an ahle and vigilant officel", singularly qualified
for the command he. now fills, but wiJl be productive of in-
ternal jealousy and -discontent, at a period when union and
harmony are necessary for OUI'preservation.

"I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient.
"P. S. I am directed to add tbat the Convention bave

received no answer to their last letters. They would wish
to hear from you on the matter contained in them and this
matter, as soon as possible."

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,
and signed by the President, and transmitted without delay.

Mr. Duane, f.'om "the Committee appointed to examine
into and report the present state of the Treasury, the pro-
gress which has been made in emitting two hundred thousand
Pounds to supply the exigencies of this State, agreeable
to a resolution of the Convention, passed on the Uth of
August last, the obstructions which have prevented the
settlement of the publick Accounts of this State against the
Continent, and further means for the immediate supply of
the Treasury with money," delivered in their Report, which
was read, and is in the words following, to wit:

Your Committee do report that they have, according to
order, considered the several matters submitted to their ex-
amination. That the Treasury is exhausted, as appears by
the account No.1, being a general state of receipts and
payments of the Treasury down to the 17th instant; and
that the most speedy and effectual meam ought to be
adopted to supply the Treasury with money, that the pub-
lick credit may be supported, and the heavy expenses to
which this State must unavoidably be exposed, in its preseni
critical and dangerous situation, be provided for.

That by reason of the evacuation of the metropolis the
loss of the paper mills, the dispersion of the Plinters, as well
as of the gentlemen entrusted to procure the plates, super-
intend the press, and sign the bills of credit directed to be
emitted, there cannot be the least prospect of supplying the
Treasury from the 'intended emission so as to answer the
exigencies of the State.

That the Committee have examined into the measures
which have been pursued for adjusting the publick accounts
of this State against the Continent, and for that purpose
have been attended by the Deputy Treasurer, to whose
state of facts mentioned in the paper No.2, they refer;
and from which it appears that several of the persons
named in the list delivered in by the Deputy Treasurer on
the 17th insfant, who have been entrusted with publick
money, have, though called upon, neglected to settle their
accounts with the Auditor-General of this State, which
pulting it out of his power precisely to ascertain how much
of the moneys have been applied for Continental service,
and how much for the more immediate purposes of this
State, hath hitherto proved an insurmountable obstruction
to the adjustment of the publick accounts of this State
against the Continent.

That, nevertheless, from an estimate made by the Deputy
Treasurer, contained in the paper No.3, which is herewith
presented, it appears, and your Committee are satisfied, that
upward of sixty-two thousand DolI,ars are due from the
United States to the State of New- York. Whereupon,
your Committee have agreed to the following Resolutions:

Resolved, 1st. That it is the opinion of this Committee
that the Auditor-General be directed to use all possible dili-
gence in completing' the settlement of the publick Accounts
of this State with the United States, and procuring the
necessary Vouchers, in order that the said Acconnts and
Vouchers may, without further delay, be transmitted to the
Treasury office of the United States, at Philadelphia, there
to be finally settled and passed.

And to remove the impedimenis which have hitherto
retarded the settlement of the said accounts,

Resolved,2dly. That in the opinion of this Committee
such of the persons named in the said list who have been
entrusted with the publick Money, and haveneglected to
produce their Accounts and Vouchers to the Auditor-Gen-
eral of this State, be and they hereby are enjoined, on pain
of incurring the displeasure of this Convention, to attend the
said Auditor-General at Fishkills, with their respective
Accounts and Vouchers, as soon as possible after receiving
notice for that purpose fi'om the said Auditor-General.

Resolved, 3dly. That it is the opinion of this Committee

""
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, that the honourable Congress of the United States be
requested to advance to this State one hundred thousand
DolJars, in consideration of the vast expenses to which we
are exposed, and tbe impracticability, for the reasons herein
set forth, of emitting BilJs of Credit with a despatch suitable
to the urgency of our publick affairs and tbe calamitous cir-
cumstances into which we are involved. That in case tbis
requisition should be complied with, the Conven1ion do
pledge tbis State to be accountab1e for the sums to ue
advanced, declaring that the receipt of the Delegates of this
State or either of tbem, sball be a sufficient voucher for the
same, and directing the said Delegates to forward the
Money as expeditiously as possible.

.

Resolved, 4thly, as the opinion of this Committee, That
if it should be inconvenient to the United States to advance
to tbis State the sum specified in the before-mentioned
requisition, that then the honourable Congl'ess be and are
hereby requested to advance to this State tbe sum of sixty
thousand Dollars, on account of the balance pue from the
Continent to this State; this Committee being of opinion,
upon the best evidence they have been able to procure, that
at least that sum must be due from the United States to
this State.

The same Report was again read by paragraphs. There-
upon.

Resolved, unanimously, That this Convention does agree
with their Committee in the said Report.

Ordered, That a copy of the preceding Report be trans-
mitted by tbe President of this Convention to the President
of the honourable Continental Congress, and that a copy,

be also transmitted to the Delegates of this State at the
Continental Congress.

Ordered, That the President write a Letter to the hon-
ourable the President of Congress, and another to the Dele-
gates of this State at Congress, to accompany the copies of
those Resolutions.

Ordered, That Abraham Yates, lun., Esq., the President
of this Convention, have leave of absence for one fortnight
from the time of his departure.

Mr. Duer, ii'om "the Committee appointed to report a
more effectual mode for detecting and defeating the designs
of tbe internal enemies of tbis State," delivered in their
Report, which was read. The same was read a second time.
Debates arose thereon.

Mr. . WilliamHarper movedand was seconded,that the
said Report be rejected.

1\11'.Duane moved and was seconded, tbat the former
Resolutions of the late Provincial Congress of tbis Conven-
tion, for apprehending and securing dangerous and disaffected
persons, be read.

After many debates on each of the said two last-men-
tioned motions, the further consideration thereof was deferred
till to-morrow.

Mr. Adgate has leave of absence for a fortnight from the
time of his departure.

Mr. Wisnel" bas leave of absence for a week from the
time of his departure. .

Mr. Duer dissents to both.

Resolved and Ordered, That tbe President for the time
being, witb any five Members, have power to send a Mes-
senger for any Member who shall depart the Convention
without leave, or for any Mem~er who baving departed with
leave, shall be absent longer than the .time of permission to
such Member limited, pursuant to the Resolve and Order
of this Convention of the 6th instant.

The Convention being informed that Isanc Ketcham,
who, as a Traitor against this State, has lately been aiding
and assisting the cruel enemies of tbe United American
States in ravaging and plundering the Farms and Estates of
the subjects and inhabitants of this State, on Nassau-Island,
and carrying off the Stock, has been taken by Captain
Rogers, and is now in cbains on board of the Sloop ~Mont-
gomery :

Ordered, That the said Isaac Ketcham be brought, man-
acled and under a proper guard, Defore this Convention, to
abide the further order of this Convention; and that John
Sloss Hobart, Esq., be requested to see that this order be
duly executed.

Mr. Duane dissents.
Ordered, That Jost Wadder, alias Veder, and Peter

Benjamin Van Vredenburgh, two Deserters from Captain
Van Steinbergh's Company, ii'om Dutchess County, and
now in custody of the Guard of Captain William Clark's
Company, be sent to Port Constitution, and there delivered
to the Commanding Officer; and the said Commanding
Officer is hereby requested to detain the said Deserters in
safe custody, and send tbem by the first conveyance to the
main guard at General Clinton's encampment, at or near
King's Bridge, together with this order.

Die Sabbati, 9 ho, A. M" September 21, 1776.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.

NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Duane, Mr. Harper, Mr. Ban.cker.
OIlANGE.-Colonel Allison, lVIr. Wisner, Dr. Sherwood,

Mr. Joseph Smith, Mr. LI:ttle.
ALBANy.-Mr. Ab. Yates, General Ten Brocck, Mr. John

Ten Broeck, MI'. Robert Yates.
WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Mi~ls, Colonel Drake, Major Lock-

wood, Colonel Cortlandt.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith, Mr. Hobart.
TRyoN.-Mr. Moore, MI'. Veder, Mr. Harper.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Parks.
CHARLOTTE.-Mr. Webster, Mr. Duer.
DUTcHEss.-Mr. Zeph. Platt, Mr. R. R. Livingston, Mr.

Sackett, Dr. Crane.
CUID3ERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

Mr. Wisner informed the Convention that the Rangers
raised in Orange County are ready for service; but as the
Indians are quiet and tbe Rangers unemployed, he suggested
to tbe Convention wbether it might not be proper to send
them to Port Montgomerie for' the present, in lieu of the
Company of Militia lately ordered to be detached from tflat
Qounty.

Resolved, That the state of the Rangers be taken ioto
consideration on Tuesday next. ~

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart be directed to call at the
Forts in the Highlands, in his way to Head-Quarters j that
he get an exact account of the Garrison and the number of
men required to put tbem in a proper posture of defence;
and tbat be state to the General tbe inconvenience we lie
under in raising more of our Militia, and request if they can
be spared, that he would send a reinforcement from his
Army to tbose posts.

Whereas that part of the order of the 18th instant, which
sets forth that Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt and Captain
Platt had accounted with William Paulding for tbe publick
Moneys put into their hands for supporting the Militia
emp10yed on the east side of Hudson's River, while the
enemy's Ships of War were in that river, appears to bave
been founded on mistake: .

On motion, Ordered, That the order of the 18th instant,
respecting those Accounts, togetber with the Schedule con-
taining the names of the persons who have not accounted
to the Treasurer, be recommitted to Mr. Ten Broeck, Mr.
Bancker, and Mr. Duer, who are hereby appointed a
Committee for that purpose.

On motion of General Ten Broeck,
Resolved, That Mr. Gerard Bancker, the Deputy Treas-

urer of tbe State, do immediately draw upon the Loan
Officers of tbe City and County of Albany, in favour of the
Chairman of tbe Committee of Albany, for whatever interest
of the Loan office Money is at present in their hands, not
exceeding the sum of twelve hundred Pounds, and the said
Committee are hereby ordered to apply the sum so received
to the payment of the one-half of the Bounty to the Rangers
raised in the said County, and to the payment of the
Subsistence Money to the Company raised in the city of
Albany for guarding the Stores and Vessels with Provisions
and Ammunition, in and about tbe said city.

The Report of the Committee to whom was referred

" tbe consideration of a more effectual mode of detecting
and defeating the designs of the internal enemies of this
State," was again read.

On motion, the Resolutions of the Provineial Congress
of lhe 5th day of June last, appointing a Committee to call .
before them and s.ecure persons dangerous and disaffected
to the American cause, and those of equivocal character,
were also read.

The Resolution of the Convention of the Representatives
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of this State, incteasing the powers of the respective County
Committees as to dangerous persons, and also the Resolu-
tions of the Convention on the Q6th day of August last,
authorizing the County Committees to secure persons com-
mitted, or to deliver the Gaols, were respectively read.

The Convention then resumed the consideration of the
said Report of tbe Committee above mentioned; the same
was again read, and, on motion made and seconded, the ques-
tion was put whether the same shall be rejected, which was
carried in the negative.

A Letter from General TfTashington was read, and follows,
viz:

"Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, September 20, 1776.
"GENTLEMEN: Having reqson to believe the enemy will

attempt to gall us with their ships of war from the North-
River as soon as tbey are ready to open their batteries
against the front of our lines, which we expect them to erect
with great industry, I beg leave to mention that I tbink it
may be of immense consequence if your honourable body
will order down some of your fire-ships, whieh may lay just
above the obstructions in the river undel' cover of thfJ guns
of Fort Washington, where they will be ready to act in case
the ships should attempt to come up. Hurried and sur-
rounded with a thousand things, I have only time to add
th.at I have the honour to be, with great esteem, gentlemen,
vour most obedient servant, ,- G Tv "J . o. , ASHINGTON.

On reading the Letter of his Excellency General TfTash-
ington, of the QOth instant, requesting this Convention to
order down some of their Fire-Sbips to lay just above tbe
obstructions in Hudson's River,

Resolved, That the two -Fire-Ships cbarged by Captain
Hazelwood, be immediately despatched to Fort Washington,
or near it.

And Ordered, That Gilbert Livingston, Esquire, or any
other Member of the Committee for obstructing the naviga-
tion of Hudson's River who may now be at Poughkeepsie,
do immediately despatch the two Fire-Ships prepared and
charged by Captain Hazelwood, with proper persons to
navigate them, under cover of the guns of tbe saiff Fort,
and there deliver them to the care of such person as his
Excellency General Washington has or shall appoint to
take charge of them.

Ordered, Tbat a copy of the above Resolutioll and Order
be despatched to his Excellency General TYashington, and
another copy to Gilbert Livingston, Esq.

A draft of a Letter to his Excellency was read and ap-
proved, and is in the words following, to wit:

"SIR: The Convention have received your Excellency's
letter of September QO, and have in consequence entE'red
into tbe enclosed resolution, which I am directed to transmit.
Weare sorry that it is not in our power to send down more
than two fire-ships, as they have no more charged in such a
manner as to be depended on.

"
A Committee of Correspondence has been established

by the Conventi()ll IQr the purpose of communicating to,
and receiving intelligence from, the army. The express
will receive orders to call upon your Excellency daily; and
any commands or intelligence which YOllr Excellency may
think proper. to transmit, will be thankfully received and
punctually attended to by

" YOIU Excellency's most obedient, humble sel'\'ant.

"
By order.

"
To his Excellency General TVashington."

Ordered, That a copy be engrossed, and signed by the
President, and transmitted.

A Letter from the Quartermaster-General to Captain
Cook, open, directing him to purchase and procure Tir-nber
and Oak Plank with aU possible despatch for the Army;
and an order of the said Quartermaster to Captain Cook, to
purchase Vessels, or take them at an appraisement, for com-
pleting the obstructions to the navigation of Hudson's River,
opposite to 1J;Iount Washington.

Ordered, That Mr. Duane, Mr. Sackett, and Mr. R. R.
Livingston, be a Committee to go out and canfer with Cap-
tain Cook on the subjects of those two papers, and know
wbat aid he expects of this Convention in the premises.

The Convention resumed the consideration of tbe Report
of the Committee on "A more effectualmod"e of detectinO"o

and defeating the designs of thfJ internal enemies of this
State."

.

A Letter from Thaddeus Crane to Major Jos. Benedict,
dated the 17th instant, was read. He therein informs that
the disaffected are grown troublesome and impudent, and
that it is necessary that some remedy be provided. He
suggests the necessity of removing a number of disaffected
persons from Salem, and raising a company of twenty-five
or thirty men, under the command of Captain Samuel Del-
lavan, for the purpose of awing and detecting the disaffected,
insulting villains.

A pathetick Letter on the same subject from Major Jos.
-Benedict to Colonel Drake, dated tbe 18th instant, was also
read and filed.

A Letter from John White, of Rhynbeck Precinct, to
Captain Zeph. Platt, dated the 16th. instant, was also read
arid filed. He therein complains of great desertions from the
Army; that at least thirty deserters are thereabout in the
woods, and _ supported by disaffected persons; that some
remedy ought to be applied.

The Convention then spent some further time in consid-
eration of the said Report, and the Letters above mentioned:
Thereupon,

Resolved, That thirty men be raised in Westchester
County by Captain Samuel Dellavan, and put on the same
establishment as those under the command of Captain
Micha Townsend; that they compose one Company under
the command of the said Captain Samuel Dellavan, who is
hereby empowered to appoint three Sergeants, three Corpo-
rals, and a Drummer and Fifer, in tbe said Company.

Dr. Crane had leave of absence, to return on Wednesday
next, MI'. Duer dissenting.

The Convention adjourned one bour.

Die Sabbati, 4 ho. P. M., September 21, 1776.

Tbe Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President.
N EW-Y oRK.-Mr. Duane, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Harper.
DUTcHEss.-Mr. R. R. Livingston, MI'. G. Livingston,

Mr. Platt, l\h. Sackett.
ALBANY.-The President, General Ten Broeck, Mr. John.

Ten Broeck, Mr. Robert Yates.
ORANGE.-Mr. TVisner, MI'. Little, Dr. Sherwood, Mr. Jos.

Smith, Colonel Allison.
SUFFoLK.-Mr. William Smith, Mr. Hobart.
WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Mills, Major Lockwood, Colonel

Cortlandt, Colonel Drake.
CHARLOTTE.-Mr. Duer, Major Webster.
ULSTER.-Mr. '-risner, Jun., Major Parks.
TRyoN.-Mr. lUoore, Mr. William Harper, Mr. Veder.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr. Stevens, Mr. Sessions.

A Letter from Thomas Randall, Esq., one of the Marine
Committee, dated at Elizabethtown, the 7th September,was
read and filed.

A Letter from Thomas Quigley, Mate of the Privateer
Putnam, dated at Cranberry Inlet, the 4th instant, was also
read and fiJed.

The Petition of the Officers and Marines of the said
Vessel-of-War was also read and filed. It thereby appears
that there is a mutiny on board of the said vessel, and the
mar,ines and crew demand their wages and refuse to continue.
in the said vessel under the command of Captain Thomas
(;retrier. -

Ordered, That those Papers be deferred for considera-
tion.

The Convention resumed the consideration of the Report
of the Committee" on a more effectual mode of deteeting
and defeating the designs of the internal enemies of this
State." The sallie being read by paragraphs, resolved on,
and agreed to, is in the words following, to wit:

"In Convention of the Repre.3entatives of the State ofN ew-Y ork, ~
"

September 21, 1776. 5

"
Whereas divers of the inhabitants of this State have, by

the wicked arts and insidious and corrupt practices of Wil-
limn Tryon, Esq., late. Governour of the Colony of New-
Yurk, and bis adherents, been seduced to take part with our
enemies, and aid and abet their measures for subjugating the
United States of America:

"And whereas,although sunnry of the said parricides
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have been discovered and secured, yet there is the highest
reason to believe that the measures hitherto pursued fully to
detect and suppress such iniquitous practices and conspira-
cies, have not been effectual; and whereas this State is at
'present invaded by a powerful army at tbe capital, and
threatened with the incursions of another army, attended by
an host of savages on its northern and western frontiers, this
Convention find themselves reduced by the great laws of
self-preservation, and the duties which they owe to their
constituents, to provide that no means in their power be left
unessayed to defeat the barbarous machinations of their do-
mestick as well as external enemies; and do, therefore,

"Resolve, That a Committee be appointed for the ex-'
press purpose of inquiring into and detecting and defeating
all conspiracies which may be formed in this State against
the liberties of America; that they be empowered to send
for persons and papers; to call out such detachments of the
Militia or Troops in the different Counties as they may Ii'om
time to time deem necessary for suppressing insurrections;
to apprehend, secure, or remove, such persons who they shall
judge dangerous to the safety of the Siate; to make drafts on
the Treasury for a sum not exceeding five hundred POlinds;
that they be empowered to enjoin secrecy upon their' own
members and the persons employed by the Committee, when-
ever they shall judge the same necessary; and in general to do
every act and thing whatsoever which may be necessary to
enable them to execute the trust hereby reposed in them;
th~t tbe said Committee keep regular Minutes of all their
proceedings and expenditures, together with the examina-
tions which they may from time to time take, and the
correspondence they carryon for executing these resolu-
tions, in order that the whole or any part thereof may be
submitted to the consideration of this Convention, or future
Legislature of this State, whenever and as often as they
may think proper to call for the same; that they be empow-
ered, if they shall think it necessary, to raise, officer, and put
under pay, any number of men, not exceeding two hundred
and twenty, officers included, to be upon the same establish-
ment with those under the command of Captain ltlelancthon
Smith, and to station them in such places, and to employ
them on such services, as they shall judge expedient for the
publick safety.

"Resolved, That the Company of thirty men, ordered
this day by this Convention to be raised by Captain Dela-
vergne, be under the direction of the said Committee.

Ordered, That the several Committees in this State, do
from time to time transmit to the above-mentioned Commit-
tee, all such information as they shall receive, relating to
any machinations and conspiracies against this State, and
that copies of these Resolutions be immediately Sent by
express to the Chairman of the County Committees, and to
all the Brigadier-Generals, or Commanding Officers of the
Militia in this State, that they may govern themselves
accordingly.

Extract from the Minutes:
ROBERT BENSON, Secretary.

Resolved and agreed, unanimously, That the said Com-
mittee be chosen by ballot.

And the ba110tsof the several Counties being delivered in
and told, William DUf-r, Charles De Witt, Leonard Ganse-
voort, John Jay, and Zephanialt Platt, Esquires, appeared.
duly elected by a majority of votes, to be the members of
that Committee.

Resolved, therefore, That those gentlemen be the Com-
mittee.

Resolved, That Nathaniel Sackett, Esquire, be added to
and be a member of the said Committee.

And Ordered, that the Secretaries send notice to Charles
De Witt, Esquire, of his appointment to be one of this Com-
mittee, and desire his attendance.

Resolved, That the Chairman and two members of the
said Committee be a quorum to proceed on business.

Resolved and ordered, That the Examinations of Samuel
Gale, William Tredwell, and Benjamin Ludlum be deli-
vered to the said Committee; that they take the same, with
any other papers or evidences relating thereto, into consider-
ation; and commit them or take securities of tbem, or libe-
rate and discharge them respectively, as the said Committee
may think proper.

Resolved and agreed, That the order for committing

the said Samuel Gale, Benjamin Ludlum', William Tred-
'Well,to the officer of the guard at this place, be rescinded.

And Ordered, That the Secretaries take security of each
of them, by bond, with a surety to the Presideht, in the sum
of £500, each, with condition for tbeirappearance, respec-
tively, before the said Committee on request, and in the
mean time not to depart farther than two miles from tbe
DutchCburch, at Fishkill.

On Report of the Committee who went out to confer with
Captain Cook,

Resolved, That the Secret Committee for obstructing tha
navigation of Hudson's River, be empowered and directed
to purchase and impress for tbe service of this State, any
number of Vesse\s, not exceeding six, which they shall think
best calculated for the purpose of completing the obstruc-
tions in Hudson's River, opposite to Mount Washington;
that they cause an appraisement of the said Vessels to be
tnade, by persollsunder oath, in the most equitable and
expeditious manner possible, in order that satisfaction may
heteafter be made by tbis Convention to. the owners of such
vesse:s. And it is recommended to the said Committee to
request the services of Captain Thomas Greenell in ballast-
ing and navigating, and delivering those Vessels to Captain
Cook, at Fort Washington.

Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to send
all the Oak Plank which they have in their possession to
Mount Washington, with the utmost despatch.

Resolved, That tbe Superintendents for building the Con-
tinental Frigates be earnestly requested to send as much of
their short Oak Plank, as they possibly can spare, to Fort
Washington, with the utmost despatch; and tbis Convention
do engage to justify their conduct, in this particular, to the
honourable the Continental Congress.

Resolved, That the last-appointed Committee of Safety,
with the addition of four Members hereafter named, be
revived. That therefore,. Mr. Duane, MI'. Hobart, General
Ten Broeck, Mr. Duer, Mr. H'illiamSmith,Mr. Wisner,
Mr. Bancker, and tbe four folJowin<TMembers, viz: Mr.
Ten Broeck, Major Lockwood, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Joshua
H. Smith, constitute a Committee of Safety. That any
four of them present at this place be a quorum. That every
other member who may attend have a voice in the Com-
mittee. That the said Committee have power to send for
any members of this Convention who may be absent; and
that they continue a Committee of Safety until the first
meeting of a representation of this State in Convention.

N. B. Colonel Cortlandt excused Ii'ombeing of the Com-
mittee of Safety, that he may go to relieve his family now
in a boat or pettiauger, on the river.

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
Monday Morning, Sepiember 23,1776.

The following Members met iri Committee of Safety, to
wit:
ltlembers of N EW-Y ORK.-*Mr. Bancker, Mr. Duane.
Of DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett.
CHARLoTTE.-*Mr. Duer, *Major Webster.
Of ALBANy.-*General Ten Broeck, *Mr. Ten Broeck.
Of W ESTCHESTER.-*Major Lockwood.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stephens.
ORANGE.-Mr. Little, *Mr. Joseph Smith.
TRyoN.-*Mr. ltloore, Mr. Harper, Mr. Veder.

Those whose names are marked with all asterism, are of the quorum

of the Committee.

The Committee proceeded to the choiceof a Chairman,
when Brigadier-General Abram Ten Broeck, was unani-
mouslyelected.

Mr. Duer, one of the Members of the Committee for
establishing Riders betwixt this pl'ace and Head-Quarters,
at or near King's Bridge, for the purpose of obtainIng the
most early intelligence, reported a Letter fr9m Brigadier-
General Scott, dated at the camp at King's Bridge, Sep-
tember ~lst, giving intelligence of a great fire, which hap-
pened the preceding night, in the city of New- York, but
that he had not been able to get any information as to the
particulars of if. The same was read, and immediately
returned to Mr. Duer, to be filed with the Committee pa-
pers.

A Letter from John Barclay, Esq., Chairman of the
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Committee of Albang, dated tbe.Qlst instant, and directed
to Mr. .McKesson, one of the Secretaries of the ConventiQn
of tbis State, was read. MI'. Ba.rclay acknowlet!ged the
receipt of a Resolution of the Convention relative to BrrJoks,
and Rolf, skippers of two Albany Sloops, who are charged
with h~ving deserted the service, with their Sloops lat!ened
witb military slOI;es, &c., and which they took 00 board at
New- York, to be landed at or nea,\' King's Bridge. Mr.
Barclay also informs the Convention that the said Commit-
tee have despatched a batteau well manned down tb~ river
in quest of them.

Whereas the Convention of this State ,did on the 17th
instant appoint a Committee of Safety, to continue till the
next meeting of a Representation of this State in Con ven-
tion, and authorized them to send for any Members of the
Convention who may be absent without leave, which said
Committee was, with the addition of four Members, and
with the like power, on the 21st instant, revived:

Therefore, Ordered, That a Messenger be immediately
despatched to summon the following Members, who are
absent without leave, to attend on the publick business with-
out delay, and that they pay the Messenger a reasonable
compensation for his trouble and eJl,penses, to wit: Mr.
Mills, Major Parks, Mr. Wisner, Jun., Colonel She.rwood,
Colonel Alli.~on, Colonel Livingston, Mr. Zephaniah Platt,
and Mr. Stevens..

On motion of Mr. Duer, the sense of the Committee was
taken, whether Colonel Drake had leave of absence, and
the question being put it was determined, nem. con., in the
neuative. The question was then put whether the Messen-
ue~ shall be despatched to reqnire Colonel Drake's imme-
~Jiate attendance. Determined in the negative, because
Colonel Drake's presence in Westchester County is abso-
lutely necessary, in order to inform the Committee of the
meaSUres, which at the time of his departure, the Committee
bad under consideration, for detecting and defeating conspi-
racies of the disaffected.

Monday Aft.ernoon, Sept.ember 23, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Ten Broeck, Chairman.

For NEw-YoR!>.:.-*Mr. Bancker, *1\:1r.Duane.
WESTCHESTE~.-*Major Lockwood.
Of ALBANv.-*Mr.Ten Broeck, *General Ten Broeck.
TRvoN.-*Mr. Moore, ~Ir. Ilarper, Mr. Veder.
Of DUTcHEss.-Mr. Platt, Mr. Sackett.
CHARLOTTE.-*Mr. Dna, *i\Jr. 'Webster.
OfORANGE.-*Mr. Smith, Mr. Little.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions.

Those m(lrked wit.h an listerism are of the quorum of the Commit.t.ee
of Safet.y.

The Memorial of William Tredwell, now detained at this
place by order of the Convention, on suspicion of holding
correspont!ence with the enemy, (he having been on Long-
Island since the same has been in possession of the enemy,)
\Vas read and filed.

Ordered, That the said Memorial be referred to the Com-
mittee appointed for detecting conspiracies, &c.

Mr. DUfr, a member of the Committee of Correspondence
and Intelligence, informed the Committee of Safety that he
has transmitted to his Excellency General Washington copies
of the Resolution of the Convention authorizing the Secret
Committee to purchase or impress any number of Vessels
not exceeding six, to complete the obstructions of the navi-
gation in lIudson's River, opposite to Fort lFashington~
and of the Resolution requesting the Superintendents of the
Frigates building at Poughkeepsie, to send down to .Mount
Washington all the short Oak Plank they Cgn spare.

The Letter from John Thomas, Jun., Esq., Chairman of
the Committee of Safety for TVestchester County, [dated the
19th instant,] which was received in Convention on the 21st
instant, re]ative to the indigent inhabitants of tbe city of
.J.Vew-York, who were sent into that County by a Com-
mittee of the Convention for that purpose appointed, was
read:

Ordered, That the Secretaries write a Letter to :'Ifr.
Thomas, enclosing a copy of the Resolutions of the Con-
tention on that subject, passed the 21st August last, and
request of him that he cause report to be made of all the
indigent persons which have been sent into that County,

agreeable to the directions of the said Resolutions, and that
this CQmmittee or the Convention wiJI make provision for
defraying the expenses of supporting them.

At!journed till to-morrow morning.

Tuesday Morning, September 24, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Ten Broeck, Chairman.

NEW-¥ ORK.Members.-*Mr. Bancker, *Mr. Duane.
ORANGE.-Mr. Little, *Mr. Jos. Smith.
CHARLOTTE.-*Major Webster.
ALBANv.-Mr. Ten Broeck, General Ten Broeck.
WESTCHESTER.-Major Lockwood.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, lVIr.Stephens.
DUTcHEss.-Captain Platt.
TRyoN.-*Mr. Jj.![oore,lVIr.Harper, Mr. Veder.

Xote.-Those marked with an asterism are a quorum of the Com-
mittee of Safet.y.

There being no material business proper for the Com-
mittee to take up, .

Adjourned till four o'clock tbis afternoon, unless the bel]
shou]d be ordered to ring before that bour, in which case
the Members agree to gi~-e immediate attendance.

Tuesday Afternoon, September 24, IT76.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: General Ten Broeck, Chairman.

N KW-YORK 1J;Jernbers.-*Mr. BanckeT.
DUTcHj,;ss.-Mr. Platt.
TRvoN.-*Mr. ~Moore,Mr. Harper.
ALBANy.-*General Ten Broeck, *lVJr.Ten Broeck.
WEsTcHEsTER.-*Major Lockwood.
CHARLOTTF:.-*Mr. Duer, *Major Webster.
ULSTER.-Major Parks, Mr. rVis1ier.
ORANGE.-Mr. Little.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Se.ysions,Mr. Stephens.

.i\ote.-Those marked with asterisms are a quorum of the Committee.

Thomas Cregier, Commander of the Schooner General
Putnam, a vessel of war fitted out by and belonging to
this State, waited upon the Committee and informed them
that the said Schooner is very much out of repair, and, as
the winter is approaching, submitted to the COtDmittee
whether it wou]d be proper to keep the said Schooner longer
in service. Tbe Committee were of opinion that this mat-
ter be referred to the consideration of the Convention.
Captain Cregier was called in and directed to wait the
meeting of the Convention.

A Letter /i'om Colonel Levi Pawling, dated the 23d in-
stant, was read and filed. The Colonel complains much of
the want of a Surgeon to his Regiment, and requests that
MI'. Joseph Crane may be appointed to that 9ffiee.

Ordered, That this Letter be referred to the Convention
at their first meeting.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Wednesday Morning, September 25,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Abraham Ten Br.oeck, Chair-:-

man.
NEW-YORKMembeTs.-*l\1r. Duane, *Mr. Bancker, Mr.

Dunscomb.
.

ORANGE.-IHr. Ll:ttle, *l\Ir. Jos. Smith.
CHARLOTTE.-Mr. Duer, Mr. Webster.
ALBANv.-*General Ten Br(Jeck, Mr. Ten Broeck.
WESTCIIESTER.-Colonel Cortlandt, Major Lockwood,

C910neIDrake.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stephens.
DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Mr. Platt.
TuyoN.-Mr. Moore, Mr. IIarper.
ULsTER.-Major Parks, Mr. 1-f1isner,Jun.

Those marked with an ast.eris!\1 are a quorum oftb.e Committee.

A Letter from General Tf7ashington, dated a t the 1-1l.igbts
of lIar/em, Septf:mber 23d, containing a particular account
of the manreuvl'es of the enemy on their landing on lVew-
York Island, and of the behaviour of our Troops \\'ho were
stationed to oppose their landing; also an account of the
skirmish when the enemy attacked the Heights at the north
end of Harlem Lane, and of the loss on both sides, was read
and filed.
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A Letter from General Scott to the Committee of Intel-
ligence, was introduced by Mr. Dller, and read. General
Scott gives a particular account of the great fire which lately
happened in New- York, and also of a little expedition to
lUontresor's Island, in which our Troops failed of success,
and wereobliged to retreat with the Jossof the brave Major
Henly, killed, and several others wounded and missing.

A Letter from Messrs. .Clark 0/ Nightingale, dated
Providence, Septembel'the 16th, relative to two Prizes, to
wit: the Brigantine Temple, from a whaling voyage, and a
Bermudian Sloop, both taken on thesoutn side of Long-
Island by the armed Continental Sloops Schuyler and
Mijflin, and the armed Sloop Montgomerie, fitted out by
the State of New- York. A state of the case of the Brig-
antine, drawn up by a lawyer, was also enclosed. Were
respectively read and filed. .

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to the Com-en-
tion on their first meeting.

A Memorial of Cornelius Atherton,* dated this day, was
read and filed. He prays that he, with his men, may be
exempted from military dnty, that he may be enabled to
fulfil his contract entered into with the Representatives of
this State for manufacturing Muskets. Referred to the Con-
vention.

Adjourned till four o'clock this afternoon.

Die Mercurii, 4to ho. P. M., September25, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Abraham Ten Broeck, Esq., Chairman; Mr.

Bancker, Mr. Jno. Ten Broeck, Colonel V. Cortlandt,
Mr. Sackett, Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Lockwood, Mr. Little,
Mr. Moore, Mr. Wm.Harper.

No other Members appearing, and no urgent business
having offered,the Committee adjourned till nine o'clock
to-morrow morning.

CONVENTION.
Thursday Morning, September26,1776.

The Convention met. Present:

NEw-YoRK Members.-Mr. Duane, MI'. Dunscomb, Mr.
Bancker.

W ESTcHEsTER.-Major Lockwood, Colonel Cortlandt,
Colonel Drake.

ALBANv.-GeneralTen Broeck, Mr. Ten Broeck, Col-
onel Livingston.

ORANGE.-Mr. Little, Mr. Jos. Smith.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Park.
TRyoN.-Mr. Harper, Mr. Moore,MI;.Veder.
DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Captain Platt.
CHARLOTTE.-Major Webster, Mr. Duer.
CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stephens.
The President, Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., with leave

being gone home to visit his family, the Convention pro-
ceeded to elect by ballot a President. Colonel Peter R.
Livingston was duly elected, and accordingly took the chair.

On motion of General Ten Broeck,
Resolved, That a Committee of Safety be immediately

appointed, to consist of the President, with Mr. Duane, MI'.
Duer, Colonel Cortlandt, Zephaniah Platt, Mr. Wm. Har-
per, and Colonel Drake. That any three of those gentle-
men, with the President, be a quorum. That every member

"To the honourable Convention of the State of .Yew-York: Is humbly
pres~nted the Memorial of Cornelius .8the,'ton, showing the impossibility
of hIS carrymg on the manufacture of fire-arms under the present situa-
tion of this. ~tate, there bei~&" low exemption for, him or his. workmen
from the mlhtary duty, whIch IS a fatal bar to hIs progress m makino-
fire-arms. Your memorialist has taken unwearied pains to employ
workmen, but to no purpose; for before he can get them qualified for
the bu.iness they are called into the army, a.nd he has new ones to seek,
and all to no purpose, as the same scene IS acted over and over, viz:
the calling of himself and workmen to general musters, Tory hunts,
draftmg, &c. All these manreuvres put together has rendered it im-
possible for me to accomplis~ my contra?t with the Congress; and
unless the honourable ConventIOn can see It expedient to pass an act
whereby their memorialist can be secured in keeping his workmen, it
will be forever impossible for him to do much at making fire-arms, and
must of necessity oblige him to quit the business. Your memorialist,
the~efore, earnestly pmrs that your Honours would take the matter into
theIr serIOUs consideratIOn, and afford their memorJahst such assistance
as to your HonourA shall seem best. And l our memorialist in duty
bound wIll ever pray. CORNS, THERTON, .'I1emorialist.

September 25, 1776. .

To the care of Zephaniah Platt, Esq., attending the Convention fur the
State of New-York.

of the Convention who may attend have a vote. That no
Member of Convention depart this neighbourhood without
leave of the Committee of Safety, and that the said Com-
mittee have power and are hereby authorized to send for
absent Members of the Convention of this State.

Mr. Veder being so sick and indisposed that he is unable
to sit or attend the Convention, and there not being Mem-
bers sufficient to continue the Convention without Mr.
Veder's attendance, therefore the Convention from necessity
adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

And Ordered, That the Committee of Safety meet im-
mediately. .

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
The Committee of Safety met.

Present.-All the Members firstnamed except Mr. Veder.
A Letter from Stephen De Lancey, Esq., now confined at

Hartfurd, to States M. Dyckman was read.
Mr. Dyckman beingcalled in and examined, says, that

he knows the horses mentioned in Mr. De Lancey's ]etter;
that they were kept on the farm of JamesDe Lancey, Esq.,
at Westchester. That one of them is a bay horse about
fifteen hands high, the other likewise a bay horse about
fourteen hands high. That about a week ago he went to
the farm of Mr. De Lancey and saw one of the horses,the
large one; the other, the small one, be thinks perhaps may
have been taken to Long-Island with the family.

States M. Dyckman withdrew. The Committee took'
the said letter and Dyckman's application for an order for
the horsesof Stephen De Lancey into consideration. After
some time spent therein, an order with recitals on that sub-
ject beingseveraltimes reaEJ, amended,and movedfor,is in
the words following, to wit:

Whereas it has been represented in behalf of Stephen
De Lancey, Esq., now confined on his parole to the Town
of Hartford, in Connecticut, by order of the General Com-
mittee of the County of Albany, that one of his horses has
been taken, and is at present employed by persons in the
Continental Army; and it being highly expedient that
care should be taken to prevent the destruction of the pro-
perty of all persons who are removed from their vacant
places of residence by the authority of this State:

Resolved, therefore, That States M. Dyckman (recom-
mended for that purpose by Mr. De Lancey) be authorized
to take t~e custody and charge of the said horse, belonging
to the saId Stephen De Lancey: Provided, always, That
the said horse.' belonging to the said Stefhen De Lancey,
has not been unpressed by proper authol'lty for the service
of the Army, and that nothing in this resolve contained
shall exempt the horses of the said Stephen De Lancey
from being impressed in common with those of other per-
sons in this State.

Debates aroseon the said proposed Resolution' and the
q~l~stion ?eing .put thereon, the .Committ~e wer~ equally
~lVIded, VIZ: NJ?e for the affirmatJ~'e and nme for the nega-
tive. The C~alrman then de~ermmed against the said pro-
posed Resolution; wherefore It was rejected.

A Letter. from Thomas Cregier, dated this day was
read. He therein givesa state of the vessel of wa'r, the
General Putnam, and her crew; that his men want their
wages; and the vessel out of repair and unfit for the sea'
and advises that she be laid up or sold. '

Ordered, That the said Representation be filed and re-
ferred to the consideration of the Convention. '

The Memorial of John ~McCauleyand
of Orange County, setting fortb tbe distressesof the inhabi~
tants, for want of Salt, and that certain quantities of Salt are
stored in Orange County, was read.

A ,~esoJution. of the C~mmittee of Dutchess County,
restraInIng the sale of the ~alt stored. in putchess County,
was also read. They therem pray du'ectlons how the said
Salt may be most advantageously disposed of.

The Resolution of the Continental Congress, directing'
the mode of the sales of Salt, was also read.

Ordered, That the said Papers, relating to the article of
Salt, be committedto Captain Zephaniah Platt, Mr. Duns-
combe,.Colonel Drake, and MI'. Duane, hereby appointed a
Committee to report thereon.
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Mr. Duer, one of the members of the Committee of
Correspondence, delivered in a Letter from Tench Tilgh-
man, Esq., dated the 24th instant; which was read. He
therein mentions his Excellency General Washington's sa-
tisfaction that the Convention should aid in obstructinu the
navigation of Hudson's River.

b

Ordered, That the said Letter be made a part of the
.Minutes of this Committee.

The said Letter follows, viz:
"Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, September24, 1776.

"DEAR SIR: I have this moment the honour of yours of
the 22d instant, acquainting me that Mr. R. R. Livings-
ton and yourself had been empowered, by your Committee
of Correspondence, to employ some person about Head-
Quarters to communicate, daily, such interesting intelligence
as may be expected to occur at this critical time, and that
you were anxious I should undertake this task. I feel
myself highly honoured by this mark of distinction, and you
may be assured I will exert myself to give you satisfaction
in my office.

"His Excellency informs me that he wrote your Con-
vention fully yesterday, and desires me to say that he has
only to thank them for the attention they are paying to the
obstmction of the North River, which he hopes will be
rendered effectual by this intended additional obstruction
above the chevaux-de-frise.

" We hear that our forces were obliged to abandon
Fowle's Hook yesterday evening; but as we have no par-
ticulars of the matter or manner, I must wait the return of
General Greene, who went down that way this morning, to
make himself fully informed. You shall hear more of it
to-morrow.

"I beg you will let me know, in your next, who is Presi-
dent of your Committee of Correspondence, as I suppose
my letters in my official capacity are to be addressed to
him. I shall, till then, address myself to you.

" You are pleased to call me Richard, but I have the
honour and pleasure to be your most obedient,

TENCH TILGHMAN.

"To If'illiam Duer, Esq., at Fishkill."

as much of the rations as the honourable Congress shall
see fit. Find it much easier to purchase supplies with
cash."

A Return of the Commissioned Officers of the four Com-
panies of Rangers, cOlllmanded by Major Hoisington, signed
by James Clay, Chairman, was also read ; and certain Mus-
ter-Roils of the said Companies were also delivered in.

The Committee took the same into consideration. After
SOllle time spent tl1Prein, a motion was made and seconded,
that a sum sufficient to answer the purposes of Major
Hoisington's request" be transmitted to him.

It was objected that the Committee of tbat County had,
by their letter or declaration to this Convention, liated the
21st of June last, reserved, or pretended to reserve, to the
people of that County, a right of seceding from tbe Gov-
ernment of this State; that" the State has already been at
great ~xpense for that County; that further expenditures
on theIr account ought not to be made until the jurisdiction
of this State is fully acknowledged by the inhabitants of
that County. .

After sundry debates on this subject, at the request of a
Mem.ber, Mr. Stevens, one of the Deputies from that County,
was mterrogated whetber he, as a Representative of Cum-
berland County, acknowledges the jurisdiction of this State
over the said County? Mr. Stevens declared that he does
fully acknowledge the jurisdiction of this State over the
said County.

The like question being asked of 1\11'.Sessions he also
answered in the affirmative, and declares he d~es, as a
Representative of Cumberland County, fully acknowledcre
the jurisd~cti?n o~ this State over the County of Cumbe~-
land and Its mhabltants.

.

The further consideration of this subject was postponed
till to-morrow.

Adjourned.

Friday Morning, September 27,1776.

Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Colonel Peter R. Livingston, the President

Chairman. '
NEW-YORK Members.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Dunscombe,

Mr. Duane.
Dielovis, 4toho. P. M., September26,1776. ORANGE.-Mr. Joseph Smith, Colonel Sherwood, Mr. Lit-

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment. tie.
Present: Colonel Peter R. Livington, President. ALBANv.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Ten Broeck Colonel

NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Dunscombe, Mr. Duane. Livingston. '
WEsTcHEsTER.-Co]onel G. Drake, Major Lockwood. WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Drake, Major Lockwood, Colo-
CUMBERLAND.-MI'.Sessions, Mr. Stevens. nel Cortlandt.
ALBANv.-Colonel Livingston, General Ten Broeck, Mr. ULsTER-Mr. Wisner, Major Parks.

John Ten Broeck. TRyoN.-Mr. ~Ioore, Mr. Harper.
ORANGE.-Mr. Little, Mr. Joseph Smith. DUTcHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Mr. Platt, Major Schenck.
ULsTER.-Mr. Wisner, Jun., Major Park. CHARLOTTE.-Mr. Duer, Major Webster, Colonel "Wil-
TRyoN.-Mr. William Harper, Mr. Moore. liams.
DUTCHEss.-Mr. Sackett, Captain Zephaniah Platt. CUMBERLAND.-Mr.Sessions, Mr. Stephens.
CHARLOTTE.-Major Webster, Mr. Duer, Colonel "Wil- Mr. Duer, from the Committee for establishing Posts and

Iiams. obtaining Intelligence, introduced a Letter from Tench
A Letter from Benjamin Dupuy, Chairman of the Com- Tilghman, Esquire, dated at Head-Quarters, Hejcrhts of

mittee of Mamacotting Precinct, in Ulsttr County, was read Harlem, September 25, 1776, and directed to Mr. Buer;
and filed, and is dated the 23d instant. The said Chair- the same being read, it is
man t~lCreby inform~ that a .v~cancy o.f a .military officer Ordered, That such part of the said Letter as relates to
had .ansen by Captam De W~tt s engagmg III the Ranging General Washington's application for Powder be immedi-
service; that thereby the following gentlemen were duly ately transmitted by express to Henry Wisntr, Jun. and
promoted and elected, viz: Abraham Cuddeback, Jun. John R. Livingston, Esquires; and that they be req~ested
Captain, !10bert Cock, First Lieutenant, Samuel King; to forward all the Powder which they have on hand to
Second Lieutenant, and Samuel Dupuy, Ensign. King's Bridge, with all despatch; and that they be empow-

Or.dered, That .the said Commissions issue. And they ered to apply to General James Clinton for a proper guard
were Issued accordlllgly.

. to escort the said Powder.

A Letter or Request of Joab Hoisington was received The part of Mr. Tilghman's Letter above referred to is

and read, and is in the words following, to wit: as folJows: "His Excellency begs your Board would
immediately order down what powder is ready at Wisner's

"To the Hon. JV"athanielWoodhull, President of the honourable Con- and Livin!!"ston's mills."
gress of the State of New-York: ~

" Agreeable to the order of the honourable the Congress, A Letter from Brigadier-General Petrus Ten Broeck

I have sent, the must~r-rolls of the several companies under enclosing the Returns of tbe Militia of his BriO'ade i~

my command, by Ehzur Andrews, the bearer, be<Tuinuthe Dutchess County, (excepting the Regiments of "Colonel

favour of yo~r forwarding the remainder of th~"b;unty Brinkerhoff and Colonel Graham,) and a request that the

rations and first month's wages, taking his receipt for the other Field Officers of the Militia may be commissiQned in

same. the place of those called into actual service:

"Am, sir, your humble servant, JOAB HOISINGTON. Ordered, That the Secretaries write to the General and
inform him that tbe Returns sent by him are irl'euuJa..' and

"N. B. Please to remit my wages and rations; likewise that he be requested to transmit to Convention" a p;'oper
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II. 46
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Brigade Return of the wh?le Militia of Dut9h.ess, that the
Convention be enabled to Judge of the rema1l11l1gstrength
of the said Militia.

Colonel Williams delivered in the Return of his Regi-
ment of Militia in Charlotte County. Was put Onthe file.

Mr. Joshua H. Smith has leave of absence for three
days. Mr. Duer dissents thereto.

A.Letter from David Matthews, dated at Litchfield, the
25th of September, was read.

A copy of a Letter from Captain Moses Seymour to
Governour Trumbull, dated at Litchfield, on the 20th Sep-
tember, instant, relating to the conduct of David b'latthews,
was also read..

Ordered, That the said Letters lie on the table for the
perusal of the Members.

John, Campbell, who was sent as a Messenger to Abra-
ham Lott, Esq., late Treasurer of the Colony of New- York,
with a certified copy of the Resolutions of this Convention
relative to the publick Treasure, and his contempt i? ~ot
havinD'accounted, pursuant to the Order of the. Provmctal
Cong~essof the 11th of Ma,rch last, deliveredthe following
representation from Abrahwn Lott, Esq., viz:

"To the Honourable Convention of the Representatives of
the State of New- York:

"GENTLEMEN: Yesterday evening, I received, by Mr.
John Campbell, your resolves and orders of the 11th instant,
directinD' me to make answer, in writing, why the order of
the Pro~incial COllD'reSSof the 9th lY[arch last, relating to
the delivery of my publick accounts, has not been complied
with.

" Permit me, gentlemen, to assure you that the omission
has not proceeded from neglect of your authority, which I
trust many of the honourable Convention are well convinced
of, but from the following causes:

"Shortly after I received the order of the 9th lYlarch, I
had the misfortune to wound my left arm in the wrist, in
such a manner that I could not make any use of it for six
weeks. When I got in part over this incapacity, I was
Jlttacked with the gout, which confined me six weeks
longer at this place, and my books and accounts being in
New- York, put it out of my power, forthree months,to do
any thing in the matter. After this I went to the city with
intent to comply with the order, but the troubles increasing,
and every body moving out of town, and advising me to do
the same, as the fleet was arrived at Staten-Island, I packed
up my books and papers in a hurry, and brought them here,
about a month ago, from Newark, where they some time
laid for want of a wagon to bring them up. Since which
the times have been so very distressing, that I have not had
resolution to finish the assorting of my papers, and thus not
prepared to make out my accounts. These, and not con-
tempt or neglect, are the true causes why the order of the
9th March has not been complied with.

"However, to convince the honourable Convention of
my readiness to comply with its directions, will, with all
possible speed, make out the accounts, and attend them
without delay, agreeable to the order of the 17th instant,
though cannot euctly mention the day, as I have still a
number of papers to assort. Permit me to add that no
unnecessary procrastination shall happen, and that I am,
with respect, your most obedj,cJ;Jt~ervant,

f~ ~JlR4H.AM LOTT.

"Beverwyck, September 22, ~779'

"P. S. On reading th~ foregoiug to l\Jr. Campbdl, he
was very desirous that I would limit tge time 0.£my ~Uend.
ance as near as possible. For the satisfaction of the Con-
vention, do not tbink it will be in .Ie~sthan a for,tnigh,t,but
~ill come sooner if in my power."

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to the consid~
eratipn ()f the ConventiOI)oCthis State.

Major lfenry Schenck, qne of the Deputies of Dutchess
County, qme into the rQom, wh(), with the (jther :Mem-
bers before JJ~m~d, were a s~fficientn.lj.mberto form a
Convention.

They therefore prqceeped as a Convention.
The Convention then took into consideration the appJi-

cation of Major Joab HQisingtan, from Cumberland County,
for money for the Bounty for the Rangers, and paying their
Wages and Subsistence.

The Letter or application of Major Hoisington was read.
The Return of the Officers of the Companies of Rangers,
under the command of Major Hoisington, signed by James
Clay, Chairman of the Committee of Cumberland County,
was also read.

The Letter from Cumberland County Committee, of the
21st day of June last, to this Committee, was also read.

Debates arose on the application from Major Hoisington,
occasioned by the said Letter of the 21st day of June la,st.

The following Questions, by order of the ConventIon,
were asked of the Deputies from Cumberland County, and
their answers are here inserted, viz;

Question. Were you elected by the people of the County
at large, or by the Sub-Committees in the Towns?

Answer, (by Mr. Sessions and Mr. Stevens.) We were
elected by the people of the County at large.

Question. How is your County Committee formed?
.Answer. By two Members sent from the Committees of

each Town.
Question. Were those Committees appointed or elected

by thepeople of tbe County, before or after your election as
Deputies?

Answer. The Committees were elected long before the
late election for Deputies to represent that County.

Question. Have. your Cou~ty Com~ittee ~ny pow?r or
authority from the people to g1Vesuch \!JstructIonsor dIrec-
tions, or to make such declarations or reservations, as are
contained in the said Jetter of the 21st of June?

Mr. Sessions, in answer, declares; that he is very confi-
dent that tbe Sub-Committees or Committees in Cumberland
County, had not any directions or instructions from the
people or inhabitants of Cumberland County, to gi\.e such
instructions or directions as are contained in the said Jetter_
of the 21st of June, or to make such declarations or reserva-
tions as are therein mentioned. Mr. Stevens makes the like
declaration, and says that the letter of the 21st June was
agreed to prevent any division in the Coun~y, as som~ few
towns in the County were opposed to sendmg Deputies to
Convention, unless with such instructions. That he had
not any particular instructions from the people of the town in
wbich he resides, and belieyes the people of tbe other towns
did not give any. That he conceives the credentials from
the County give him full and unrestrained power in forming
a Government. That he conceives himself no further bound
by those instructions than his vote, and then only in cases
where the instructions are agreeable to his own judgment.

Mr. Sessions says he shall think it his duty to pay regard
to his instructions so far as to lay them before the Hou~e,
and obtain a compliance with them, so far as they shall
appear to be right and beneficial. .

The Deputies from Cumberland County were then asked
whether, if on debate it should appear that a matter con-
tained in or directed by those instructions, would be injurious
to the State, they would think themselves bound by those
instructions? '

They respectively answered, by no m~ans. :rhat they
did not think themselves bound by those JOstructloIlS when-
ever they might work any injury to the State, or whenever
they should be out-voted.

The Convention were informed that the Committee to
whom were referred the said Letter of the 21st of June to
this Convention have not made any Report thereon, and, .
that the greater part of the .Members appOinted on that
Committee are now absent.

Ordered That the said Letter of the 2 Ist of June last,
and the ap~lication of Majo~ Joab Hoisington f?r mo~ey to
pay and subsist the Compames of Rangers mentioned m the
Returns thereof by him made, with the said Returns, be
committed to a Committee.

Ordered, That Mr. Duer, Mr. Duane, and Mr. Zepha-
n. iah P latt tOD'etherwith Mr. Sessions and Colonel Stevens,. 0

be a Committee for that purpose, and tha.t t~ey report ,s~ch
facts reICj.tingto this matter, and what wl.11III tl?ell' Opll1lOn
be most eligible to be done in the premIses, with all con-
venient speed,

Resolved and Ordered, That tbe Committee appointed
on the 21st instant, "for the express purpose of inquiring
into detectin" and defeatinD' all conspiracies which may be
for~ed i~ th~' State a"ains~ the libel'lies of America," be
and hereby are authoriz~d and empowered at their discretion
to place Guards at such place or places as they may think
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proper, for apprehending Deserters from tbe American
Army, and for detecting and defeating all conspiracies
which have or may be formed in the State against the lib-
erties of America, and to give such instructions to those
Guards as the said Committee may think necessary for those
purposes.

Major Schenck produced to tbe Convention an account
of Wolfer Hyer for services done as a Cooper, in securing

and preserving a quantity of Oil, said to belong to the Con-
tinent, and now in store at Fishkill landing; which is as
follows, viz: .

The State of NEW-YORK, to WALTER HYER, DR.
September 14, 1776, To trimming 36 Tierces of Spermaceti

Oil, the property of Continental Congress, on board of the
Sloop Captain Cook, - £2 12 0

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., pay

the above Account to Henry Schenck, Esq., for the use of
Walter Hyer, and charge the same to account of the
Continent.

Resolved, That a Committee of Safety be and hereby
Ilre appointed to act until a meeting of this Convention, to
consist of the President, with Mr. Duane, Mr. Duer, Colonel
Cortlandt, Mr. Zephaniah Platt, Mr. William Harper, and
Colonel Drake. That any three of those gentlemen with
the President, be a quorum; that every Member of the Con-
vention who may attend have a vote; that no Member of
Convention depart this neighbourhood without leave of the
Committee of Safety, and that the said Committee have
power and are hereby authorized to send for absent Members
of the Convention of this State.

Die Veneris, 4 ho. P. M., September 27,1776.

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Colonel Peter R. Livingston, Chairman.
N EW-Y ORK.-*Mr. Duane, Mr. Dunscombe, Mr. Bancker.
\VESTCHESTER.-*CoJonel V. Cortlandt, *Colonel Drake,

Major Lockwood.
ALBANy.-Gendral Ten Broeck, John Ten Broeck, Colonel

P. R. Livingston.
ORANGE.-Mr. Little, Dr. Sherwood.
ULSTER.-Major Park, Mr. Wisner, Jun.
TRyoN.-*Mr. Harper, Mr. Moore.
DUTCHEss.-Mr. Sackett, *Mr. Platt.
CUMBERJ.AND..-Mr. Sessions, Mr. Stevens.

Lieutenant Brett informed the Convention that sundry
Prisoners are in the Guard-House, in custody of the Guard
at this place under his command; some of them detained as.
suspicious persons, tl'3velling without any certificates or
passes, and others for reasons which were particularly
assigned to the Convention. ,

The said Prisoners being severally brought in and ex-
amined: .

Ordered, That Michael O'Farrell and Richard Gazart
be respectively confined in the said Guard-House till further
order of this Convention or their Committee of Safety; there
being great reason to believe from the imperfect accounts
given of themselves respectively, and particularly from the
many contradictions in the account given by the said Rich-
ard Gazatt, that they are Deserters from the American
Army.

The other Prisoners were respectively discharged.

RESOL VES, &c., OF THE COUNCIL AND HOUSE OF REPRE.
SENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS.

MEMORIAL OF JOSEPH FRYE.

Colony of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Council and .House of Representa-
tives of said Colony in General Court assembled, MAV
30,1776:

The ]It[emorialof JOSEPH FRYE humbly showeth:
That your memorialist being settled in a new plantation

at a place called Pigwacket, in the County of York, much
exposed to an enem)' from Canada, where the news of the
Lexington battle arming soon after it happened, it filled your
memorialist and the other inhabitants of said plantation
with great concern, apPI"ehending that, as hostilities were

"commenced, a war in a little time would become general.
And as they were far advanced in the County of York, they
expected that the Governour of Canada would send the
Indians, and others he could influence, against tbem and
other exposed plantations; and asthey had no ammunition
to defend themselves, tbey expected either to be destroyed
or driven from their babitations except they could ~et some.
Therefore they met and requested your memorialist to try
and procure 'some for them; in consequence of which your
memorialist came off /i'om said plantation on the 25th of
May, 1775, for that purpose, but yonI' memorialist could
bear of none in Falmouth, Portsmouth, Newbury, nor in any
other trading towns in the eastern country, in the County of
Essex, nor any where else; but hearing, after he came to
Andover, a lar~~ quantity of powder was expected would
soon arrive in watertown, he tarried at Andover some davs
waiting for the news of its arrival, hoping that if the quantity
he had heard of did arrive, he should be favoured with some
of it fC?rthe purpose above mentioned; and while he was at
And01'er, viz: on Saturday, the 17th of June, 1775, news
arrived there of the burning of Charlestown and the battle
of Bunker-Hill. Your memorialist being much concerned
at that event, being then fully convinced that the Ministerial
plan was to prosecute the unjust war they had belfun with
their utmost vigour,he the next day after went to Sledford,
where he tarried the nigbt following, and the 19th went to
Cambridge, where he found the honourable General fVard,
Commander-in-Chiefof the forces that were in the fieJd;
also many other gentlemen, some of whom were officers who
had been with your memorialist in the wars with theFrench
and Indians, and other men that were privates, who had been
under his particular command in those wars, all of whom

appeared very desirous of his company in the army, and not
?nly tbose, bUt several of the honourable gentlemen belong-
mg to the Congress then sitting at Watertown desired the
sa~e. Your memorialist, finding his service so generally
desired, consented to serve his country accordingly, the dis-
tresses of his exposed plantation notwithstanding; where-
upon the honourable the Congress of this Colony were
pleased to honour him with a Major-General's commission,
bearing date the 21st of June, 1775. With that commis-
sion he entered into the service in Cambridge, under the
command of General Ward. After which, about the last of
that month or beginning of July, General Ward received a
packet from Philadelphia, containing his commission from
the honourable the Continental Congress, and a list of Gen- .
eral Officers appointed by that Congress to command in the,
army, which list be showed to your said memorialist. Upon
lool~ingov~r said list he thought he might then return to bis
family, which he mentioned to General Ward; in conse-
quenceof which be went up to Watertown,and on his
return to Cambridgehe informedyour memorialist that he
bad shown said list to one or more of tbe Congress of this
Colony, and that a letter would without delay be sent to the
Continental Congress with respect to your memorialist and
sundry other General Officers appointed by this Colony
Congress, and that those of the last-mentioned Congress be
had spoke with desired your memorialist would continue in
the army till an answer to tbat letter should be returned
from tbe Continental Congress, upon which your memorial-
ist consented to tarry. Not long after this, the Congress of
this Colony was dissolved, and in the beginning of July,
then next, a General Court for this Colony assembled at
Watertown, from whom your memorialist received a letter
conceived in the following terms, viz:

"In the House of Representatives, Watertown, ~
July 22,1775. 5

"SIR: This House,approvingof your services in the sta-
tion you were appointed to in the army by the Congress of
this Colony, embrace this opportunity to express tbeir sense
of tbem, and at the same time to desire YOllr continuance
with. the army, if you shall judge you can do it without
impropriety, till the final determination of the Continental
Congress shall be known with regard to the appointment of
General Officers. We assure you that the justice of this
HOllse will be engaged to make you an adequate compensa-
tion for your services. We havesuch intelligence as affords
us confidence to suppose that a few days will determine
whether any such provisions shall be made for you as is

..
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consistent with your honour to accept, and shall give you
encouragement to remain in the service.

" By order of the House:
"JAMES WARREN,Speaker.

"General Frye."

When your memorialist had received the letter of which
the foregoing is a true copy, he not only judged he could
continue in the army without impropriety, but looked upon
himself bound in duty to his country to do it till the final
determination of the Continental Congress should be known
with regard to the appointment of General Officers, and
accordingly went to Roxbury with General Ward, and while
there, viz: about the time it was expected a conm,lission
would arrive from Philadelphia for yonr memorialist, this
Colony's members of the Continental Congress came to Gen-
eral Tl1ard's quarters, when they informed your said memo-
rialist that in the letter sent to them in reuard to him and
others, his Christian name was not mentio~ed, and that as
they knew your memorialist had moved into the County of
York, they could not satisfy themselves it was he, therefore
deferred the affair till they cou]d have the name ascer-
tained; and then two of those gentlemen desired your said
memorialist to give them an account of his military services
in the French wars, in order to lay it before the members of
the Continental Congress, who were strangers to him; agree-
able to which your said memorialist gave them the account
they desired; and about the last of August those gentlemen
set out on their journey to Philadelphia, leaving their desire
of his continuance in the army, not doubting but he would
be commissioned to command a Brigade that was then
vacant; Your memorialist continued at Roxbury accord-
ingly till the 12to day of October following, when being
informed that General Washington had received a letter
from the Continental Congress, wherein, among other things,
he was informed that the appointment of another Brigadier-
General was deferred for the then present, your memo-
rialist left Roxbury, came to Cambridge, where it took him
two days, viz: the 13th and 14th of said month, to get
ready to return home, and on the 15th left Cambridge and
went to Andover, which being his native place he tarried
there till the beginning of November, then next, where he
received a commission and instructions from the honourable
the Council of this Colony, empowering him to take the
command of the IJlell posted in the County of Cumberland
for the defence of the sea-coast, &c., and commanding them
to obey him as theil' superiour officer.

As the instructions above mentioned were directed to
General Frye, had no doubt on his mind but be would be
esteemed as such, and as he was sure he had done nothing
for which he deserved degradation, he concluded that the
commission meant no more than to subject the troops in the
County of Cumberland to his command, and that he should
be treated in some measure agreeable to the dignity of the
commission he had been honoured with fi'om the Colony Con-
gress. In this sen'ice he continued till the beginning of
February, 1776, when he received a letter from General
Washington, whereby yonI' said memorialist was informed
that the Continental Congress had appointed him a Brigadier-
General in the Continental army, and by the same letter he
was ordered to the camp in Cambridge with all possible
speed. In obedience thereto your said memorialist left Fal-
mouth, in said County of Cumberland, and came to Cam-
bridge, where he arrived the evening of the 15th of said
month, and the next morning waited upon General Wash-
ington, who presented him a Brigadier-General's commis-
sion, dated the 10th day of the preceding month. Your
memorialist having informed your Honours how he under-
stood the above-recited letter, begs leave to insert in this
place a Resolve of the late Great and General Court, passed
in the House the 25th of J(lnuary, 1776, which is as fol-
loweth, viz:

"Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
publick Treasury of the Colony to the General Officers ap-
pointed by the Congress of this Colony for their services in
the Jltlassachusetts Army, from the time they entered into
said service until they were put into the pay of the Conti-
nent or were otherwise discharged, at the several rates fol-
lowing, viz: To the Hon. General Ward, who served tbis
Colony as Commander-in-Chief~ £21 per month; to Gen-
eral Thomas, who served this Colony as Lieutenant-General,
£ 18 per month; and to Generals Whitcomb, Heath, Frye,
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and Pomeroy, who served this Colony as Major-Generals,
£ 16 per month each, accounting twenty-eirrht days to a
month; and they are respectively desired to ~1ake up their
ac.counts accordingly,. an~ lodge them with the Secretary of
dJls Colony for exammatlon and allowance of the Commit-
tee on the Muster Rolls of the Army."

As your memorialist was brought into the army in the
manner already mentioned, and desired to continue therein,
as appears by the Court's letter of the 22d of July, 1775;
and as the time of his being brought into the Continental
army was deferred by reason his Christian name was omit-
ted in the letter sent to the Continental Congress, and
being sent by the late General Court to take the command
of the, s~a-coast men in the County of Cumberlmid, by a
commiSSion dated the 13th of November, 1775' in which
service he continued till the beuinninu of Febru~r y 1776. M ~ .

-

, ,
when he was called mto the Contineutal army, as before
related, and by comparing the letter from the General Court
to your memorialist, dated the 22d of July, 1775 with the
said.COlu:t's resolve of the 25th of January, 1776, and ob-
serving his pay was but £, 16 per month, which is not half
the sum allowed to a Brigadier-General in the Continental
arm,Y, and mUC~lless still than half the pay per month of a
l\'laJor-General JIl that army, your memorialist had no doubt
in his mind but the honourab!f~ the then General Court of
this Colony designed his pay of £ 16 per month should be
continued till he was taken into the pay of the Continent.
But so it was, the following Resolve passed in the General
Court, April 24, 1776, viz:

"Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treas-
ury of this Colony to the Hon. Joseph Frye, Esq., the sum
of £41 7s., in full discharge for his service as Major-Gen-
eral in th~ Coh~ny Army ~ne month and twelve days, and
also for his servIce as superlOur officer on the sea-coast estab-
lishment at Falmouth, two months and one day."

This is much short of the time of his service, as before
shown. If it should be objected that between the 15th ot
October, 1775, which was the time your memorialist left
the army, as before mentioned, and the 13th of November
then next, which is the day of the date of his commission t~
command the troops at Palmouth, on the sea-coast estab-
ljshl~ent, there is twenty-eight days he was not in aClUal
serVice, he beg;;; leave to reply that he allows it; but as he
was one hundred and forty miles from his family, and one
hundred and twenty miles from Falmouth, he apprehended
that in the first case he should be allowed (as was ever
usual) some time to go home in, and in the latter case, as
no rations were a]]owed for his subsistence, and it beinu very
ex.pensi\'e travelling at that season of the year, by ~eason
there was such a scarcity of hay, no horses, as he was told,
could be kept in Falmouth, he was obliued to hire two'
horses in Andover, and a man to bring then~ back fi'om Fal-
mouth, which was attended with no trifling expense. He
flattered himself tbat all thinus considered throuU"hthe whole. 00.
affaIr, he should be allowed some part of the twenty-eiU"ht
days, if not the whole, in either of those cases. . "

Your memorialist having given your Honour's a'true rela-
tion of facts with regard to his service, he begs leave to say
that he really thinks, that as they were not stated in due
order and laid before the late honolll'able Assembly, it was
the occasion of SOtHemistake with regard to the time of his
service, otherwise he is persuaded a larger sum would have
been allowed him. Wherefore, upon the whole, your
memorialist prays your Honours would please to take the
premises under consideration, when he makes no doubt but
yom Honours will make him an adequate compensation for
his services, agreeable to the before-recited letter [rom the
late honourable Assembly to him.

And, as in duty bound, prays.
JOSEPH FRYE.

In the House of Representatives, Septemher, 1776.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
Treasury of this State to General Joseph Frye, over and
above what has been already allowed him, the sum of £44
in full for his services during his continuance in the Army at
Cambridge and Roxbury, and the further sum of £3 16s.,
over and above what he bas received of the Commissary for
his subsistence during his continuance in the sea-coast ser-
vice of this State, in the County of Cumberland, the same to
be in full for his services till his appointment to a command
in he COlltinental Army.
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PETITION OF JEREMIAH COLBURN AND JOSHUA EAYR,E.

To the honourable the Council and House of Represent~
atives of the State, the Colony MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in
General Court assembled at WATERTOWN:

The Petition of JEREMIAH COLBURNand JOSHUAEAYRE,
of PENOBSCOTRIVER, humbly showeth:

That your petitioners have been settlers on Penobscot
River for a number of years, and that your petitioners was
obliged to quit their settlements after making great improve~
ments on their lands, by order of proprietors, or perso'ns
pretending to own or claim the land, to their great damage,
and had no place to go to. Your petitioners went farther
up the river and settled on wild and unimproved lands, five
miles abo\'e any settlement, where they thought no person
could claim to turn them off, there built two dwelling-houses,
one half a saw-mill, cleared a road to a meadow siJ{ miles,
cleared another road to the inbabitants five miles, and
cleared and improved a considerable tract of land, and built
the other half of the mill, by being assisted by other people.
Your petitioners began to build said dwelling-bouses and
mill in July, 1714, and in October following, moved our
family upon the land, and there continued until ~~lay fol-
lowing; in the mean time the Indians of the Penobscot
tribe were continually at our bouse, and we were always
ready to assist them in any thing they requested, and were
always welcomed to any provisions they desired, whicb your
petitioners has given them to tbe value of tbirty pounds,
lawful money, at least, and were always kindly treated by
us. And ill May, li15, your petitioners, bein~ appreben-
sive of some danger Ii'om reports that the Canadian Indians
intended to assist tbe people of Great Britain that might
come across tbe country and destroy us, thought it most
safe to move in to tbe inhabitants. Your petitioners moved
their families and effects, and remained from May to August
fo]]owing, and one of us from ftiIay, 1775, to June, 1116.
All this while your lJetitioners was urged by tbe Indians to
return to our settJements, and promised we should enjoy our
possessions, and tbey would protect and support us in tbe
same; but since being acquainted that they had a promise
of the lands from the .Massachusetts Congress in June, 1775,
we would not move again until they gave us their words
that we should enjoy peaceably our possessions. In de-
pendence of the same, we moved our Illlnilies up, the time
above mentioned, and since have beard tbey have resolved,
in council amongst themselves, that every family shall be
removed above tbe line that was settled by tbe Congr~ss in
June, 1115. They say they have a promise when the
GenNal Court next sits, tbat there will be an order to turn
us off, in consequence of which they have told all the in-
habitants witbin their limits, to get in readin.ess to move off
when they gather their harvests.

Your petitioners are always ready to comply with any
rule, order, or regulation, as your Honours shall direct.
Your petitioners would inform your Honours tbat we have
spent al1 our substance in this settlement, and which renders
us so poor, we are not able to move our families away.
Your petitioners most humbly pray your Honours to take
their difficult circumstances into your wise consideration,
and grant them such relief as you in your great wisdom
shall see meet. And your petitioners, as in duty bound,
shal1 ever pray. JEREMIAH COLBURN,

JOSHUA EAYR.
Penobscot River, 16th August, 1776.

September 5, 1176.-The Committee to whom was re-
ferred the consideration of the above Petition, have attended
that service, and beg leave to report that tbe petitioners
have leave to witbdraw the same.

JEDEDJAH PREBLE, Per order.

PETITION OF STEPHEN BUSSELL AND OTHERS.

To the honourable Council and the House of Representa-
tives of the State of the Colony of MASSACHUSt~TTS-BAY,
in General Court assembled at WATERTOWN:

The Petition of STE;PHEN BUSSEL, DAVID ROWELL, and
PATRICK l\-1cMANNAY,humbly showeth:

That your petitioners are settlers on Penobscot River,
and went on and settled on wild and uncultivated lands on
tbe eastern side pf Penobscot River, above the FaUs, in
JUarch 22d, 1714; there built a dwelling-house eacb of us,
and cleared about six acres ofland each, cleared sundry roads

to meadows, &c. And since being acquainted that the In-
dians of Penobscot tribe had a promise of the lands from
the Congress of the CoJonyof the Massachusetts-Bay, io
June, 1175, your petitioners was willing to make any
reasonable consideration for the lands when they were ac-
quainted whose right it was, and since your petitioners has
had a warning from the said Indians to move off from QUI'
possessions as soon as we can get our barvest in, we have
offered them any pay they should reasonably demand for the
same. But nothing will satisfy them but we must move
off. Your petitioners are very needy, having spent our
strength and substance in subduing the land, to raise bread
to support our families, and therefore don't know where to
go to, to settle, unless enabled by your Honours to settle on
lands back in the country. Your petitioners were and are
always ready to comply with any rule, order, or directions
your Honours in your wisdom shal1 order for the good and
regulation of your inhabitants.

YOUl'petitioners most humbly pray your Honours to take
their difficult circumstances into your wise consideration, and
grant tbem such relief as you in your wisdom shall think
rigbt. And YOUl'petitioners, as in duty bound, sbal1 ever
pray. STEPHEN BUSSELL,

DAVID ROWELL,
PATRICK MCMANNAY.

Penobscot River, August the 19th, 1776.

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration
of the above Petition, have attended that service, and beg
leave to report that the petitioners have leave to withdraw
the same. JEDEDJAH PREBLE, Per order.

PETITION OF SELECTMEN OF WALDOBOROUGH.

Colony of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable Council and the honourable House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled:

Humbly sbow, we tbe subscribers of the town of Wal-
doborough,in the County of Lincoln, that your petitioners,
by reason of there not being any ammunition in tbis town,
we labour under many great difficulties and danger, on the
account of not being suppliedwith ammunitionin tbis town,
for this town has already spent near one hundred pound
by sending for ammunition, and never getting any. There~
fore we would pray your Honours to grant the bearer,
Captain Levi Soule,of Waldoborouglt,one hundred pounds
of gunpowder. And your humble petitioners, as in duty
bound, shall ever pray.

JACOB LIDWIG,

}
JACOB WINCHENBACH, Selectmen.
NATH'L SIMMONS.

Waldoborough, August the 19, 1776.

State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, in AMERICA:
To the honourable Council and House of Representatives

of said State:
The Petition of the Committee of Safety for the Town of

CAPE-ELIZABETH, humbly showeth: _

That on January 19th, 1776, that Stephen Agen, Ste-
phen Hayter, and Thomas Brierton, enemies to the United
Colonies,and were taken prisoner, were brought to us on
their way to Head-Quarters; who were put to Mr. Joseph
~Iariner, inn -holder in said-town; they had three meals of
victuals a man, at eight pence a meal, their lodging nine
pence half-penny.

Your petitioners hereby apply themselves to this honour-
able Court to discharge tbe debt. As in duty bound sball
ever pray.

N, B. Said prisonerswere sent to us by the Committee
of St. George's, in the County of Lincoln.

EBEN. THORNDIKE, Clerk of Committee Safity.

PETITION OF JOTHAM BUSH.

To the honourable Council and House of Representatives

of the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, in General Court,

or in the recess of said Court, to the said honourable

Council:

The Petitionof JOTHA~1BUSH, of SHREWSBURY,in the
Countyof WORCESTER, most humbly shows:

That on the 11th day of July last, the Committee at
Correspondence, &c., for the town, disarmed your petitioner
and ordered him to be confined to his homestead farm; and
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his four SOl1S,namely, David, John, Jotham, and Levi, to
be confined to his lands in Shrewsbury and Lancaster, and
never to pass over the bounds aforesaid, without a permit
from said Committee, until the further orders of said Com-
mittee; and that if he, or his aforesaid sons, should at any
time disobey the said orders of the said Committee, and
be convicted thereof, they should be confined to close gaol,
in the County aforesaid, or otherways dealt with, according
to the discretion of said Committee, as by the proceed-
ings of said Committee herewith exhibited fully appear.
AU which proceedings your petitioner is greatly injured in
his character and interest, for the following reasons: For
that the saId Committee, without ever convening him before
them at the town aforesaid, and upon examination, finding
him guilty of being inimical to the States of America, passed
the aforesaid resolve, as it plainl)' appears by said resolve.
They have not given any reason for their cruel treatment to
him; and supposing they had proceeded against him by a
proper examination of him, and upon said examination had
foond him guilty, in that case if your petitioner had tendered
bonds for his good behaviour. Agreeable to a late law of this
State, they had no right to imprison him in manner afore-
said j by which imprisonment he is prevented taking care of
his business, much of which lies in other towns, especially
two farms in Lancaster under his own immediate improve-
ment, which he is deprived personally of taking care of.

Every individual in every State has an undoubted right
to the protection of such State, and ought not to forfeitsuch
protection without a fair hearing and adjudication of the
crimes charged upon him. Your Honours will perceive
that your petitioner, in the resolve of said Committee, is not
charged with any crime whatever, but the whole proceed-
ings of said Committee appear to be without any founda-
tion against him. He therefore prays you to whom he appeals
to take tJis case into your consideration, and liberate him
and his sons from their present confinement, or at least to
extend their limits, so far as that they may be permitted to
attend publick worship, go to mill, and to take care of all his
lands that are under his actual improvement or otherwise
relieve them as to your Honours shaH seem fit. And as in
duty bound shall ever pray. JOTHAMBUSH.

Shrewsbury, August the 23d, 1776.

PETITION OF ICHABOD JONES.

State of theMASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Council and the honourable House
of Representatives of the State aforesaid, assembled in
General Court at WATERTOWN,AUGUST28, 1776, most
humbly shows:
Ichabod Jones, late of Boston, in the County of Suffolk,

that your petitioner in May, 1775, considering that the peo-
ple at Machias, in the eastern part of this State, were of
themselves unable to procure the provisions necessary for
their subsistence, and knowing that the greater part of them
depended on your petitioner to supply them, the other tra-
ders having declined to do it, did purchase a quantity of
pork, flour, and other articles of food, and convey the
same to the people aforesaid in two sloops belonging to
your petitioner. That when arrived at Machias the inhab-
itants, at the request of your petitioner, met together and
were informed that if they would furnish themselves in any
other way with necessary provisions, your petitioner would
be extremely glad to be freed from the difficult and ha:i!iard-
ous task. That a great majority of them declal'Cd they
could not obtain the necessary supplies, without the assist-
ance of your petitioner, and desired him to continue as for-
merly to bring them provisions. That afterwards by means
of some of the Machias people, with the assistance of others
in the neighbouring places, the vessels aforesaid, and the
person of your petitioner were seized; that at the time of
the seizure the inhabitants of MacMas owed to your peti-
tioner and company, nearly the sum of four thousand pounds
lawful money, which he is able and ready to pro\'e. That
your petitioner is lately informed they have taken j)osses-
sion of his houses, mills, and a1l his other estate at ltlachias,
and not only of the estate of which your petitioner was sale
proprietor, but also of the estate which belonged to himself
and olhers in partnership. That your petitioner learns fi'om
an advertisement in the Watertown paper of August 19th,
that libels are filed against the vessels and cargoes above
mentioned, before the Judge of the Maritime Court, for the

Eastern District in this State, and that th~ justice of the
captures is to be tried at the said court, to be holden at
Pownalboro', on the 9th of September next.

As your petitioner is confined to the town of Northamp-
ton, under large bonds, (with scanty means of subsistence,)
he is unable to attend himself, or procure any person to
attend in his place on so short a notice, and is greatly
apprehensive that his property therefore will be condemned;
although if allowed to attend the said Court, with his evi-
dence, he persuades himself the innocence of his conduct
would fully appear.

Your petitioner therefore most humbly prays your Hon-
ours to take the premises into your wise consideration, and
that he may be heard thereupon, having no doubt, on a full
knowledge of his case, your petitioner would be discharged
from any further confinement. Your petitioner also prays
that he may have liberty to attend in person the trial afore-
said of his vessels, at some future time, to which the said
court shall by order of your Honours be adjourned; and
that in the mean time all proceedings touching the vessels
and cargoes aforesaid, may be staid; all which is rnost hum-_
bly submitted; and in duty bound shall pray.

ICHABOD JONES.

PETITION OF SELECTMEN OF HARPSWELL.

To the honourable Council and the House of Representa-
tives at WATERTOWN, in General Court assembled, the
prayer of your 'Petitioners humbly sh.oweth:
That on the eighteenth day of October, one thousand

seven hundred and seventy-five, when the town of Fal-
mouth was burnt, there was. an alarm at Harpswell, and
upon said alarm there came from Topsham Captain James
Hunter, with fifty men, Captain Actor Patten, with thirty
men, and Captain Peter Coombs, with thirty-two men,
from Brunswick, and were all there. five days, and were
billeted by order of the Selectmen, which makes eighty-five
weeks for one man, at six shillings per week, comes to
twenty-five pounds ten shillings; and as the town is a small
town, and under low circumstances at best, and more so
now, by reason of the drought, and the mu1titude of grass-
hopper3, which have almost cut off our English grain, there
is but few that will get more than their seed, and some not
that, and, to take the town throughout, not more than one-
fifth part of a usual crop of hay is got in the town this year:
therefore your petitioners humbly pray your Honoul'S will
take it under your wise consideration, and allow to the town
the above-said account. And your petitioners, as in duty
bound, shall ever pray.

Per order of the Town,
WILLIAM SYLVESTER,

~

JOHN RODICK, Selectmen.

A!>o'"THONYCOOMBS,
Harpswell, August 28, 1776.

October the 18th, 1775.-Upon an alarm at Harpswell,
Captain Actor Pattin, and Ensign Tibbits, of Topsham, with
twenty-nine men under their command, marched to their
relief, and spent five days. JAMESPOTTER,Clerk.

October 19th, 1775.-Upon an alarm at Harpswell, Cap-
tain. Peter Coombsand Lieutenant Hosea Baly, and Joseph
Atten, Ensign, with tbirty-one men under their command,
marched to their relief, and spent five days, and were bil-
]eted there, by order of the Selectmen, at one ~Iichel Cur-
tis's, the wholetime. .

P P . C C t .
er ETER OOMBS, ap azn.

PETITION OF THOMAS EDWARDS.

To the honourable the President and Members of the
. Council for the State of :MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The very humble Petition of THOMASEDWARDS,humbly
showeth :

That your petitioner, on the evacuation of the town of
Boston, did remain with his family; and as he was deter-
mined to demean himself in an orderly and most respectful
manner, according to such regulatiol\ as might be estab-
lished, so he firmly hoped to receive that protection and
security for his person and property which such a line of
conduct migbt natural1y and justly demand. That however
guiltless your petitioner actually was of any species Qf
offence, yet he was, at the instance of some malicious per-
son or persons, procured to be committed to close confine-
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ment, but for what reason or what pretext he is wholly at
a los~ to determine. That your petitioner hath languished
in a painful, close confinement near six months, in want of
many necessarie~ of life, whereby his health and constitu-
tion is ej(ceedingly impaired, and in such a declining state,
that, unless speedily relieved, he cannot long survive. That
your petitioner hath a sickly wife, quite helpless, with seVe!)
small children, entirely dependent on his industry for their
support, which bgein now unhappily deprived of, they are
become objects of the q10st tender and compassionate con-
cern. '

Your petitioner therefore humbly hopes that benevolence
which has so strongly marked your 'characters, will now
operate in his favour, and that you will be pleased, in ten-
der consideration of the peculiar unhappiness of bis case, to
give orders that he may be discharged, hereby soleml11y
promising that he will continue to demean himself in an
orderly, respectful manner, in due obedience to such regu-
lations as now are or shall be made for the government of
this State. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray. THOMAS EDWARDS.

Provost Gaol, Boston, August 30,1776..

MEMORIAL OF JONAS BALL AND OTHERS.

State of theMASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives in General.. Court assembled, at W.A.TERTOWN,
AUGUST28, 1776: '

The 'Memorial of JONASR~LL and others, in behalf of
JOHN TAYLOR,of NORTHBOROUGH,in the County of
WORCESTER,yeoman, humbly showeth:
That the Committee of Correspondence for said town of

Northborough, without any just cause therefor, by virtue of
a pretended power vested in them, arrested the said John
Taylor, confined him to the limits of his farm in said North-
borough, and published him in the publick prints as an
enemy to the liberties of Ameri<:a,and forbid him holding
correspondence with any person, on any commercial account
whatever, whereby the said Taylor is greatly injured in his
property and estate. WherelOre your memorialists, deem-
ing him to be a firm friend to the cause of America, and
esteeming it an infringement upon the rights and liberties of
a freeman, to be debarred of his personal liberty, without
any just cause being first assigned, pray the honourable
Court will take the subject-matter of this petition under
consideration, and appoint a committee to make inquiry
into the merits of this complaint, that justice may be impar-
tially administered. And, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

JONAS BALL,

JOHN EAMES,

PETER BALL,

THADDEUS WYMAN.

PETITION OF JONATHAN EDDY AND OTHE8S.

To the hor/(}urabl~ Council and to the honourable House
of Representatives in the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY, in General Court assembled, at WATERTOWN,the
28th day of AUGUST,Anno Domini, 1776:

The Petition of JONATHAN EODY, WILLIAM How, and
ZEBULON ROE, late of CUMBERLAND,in NOVA-Sdo'TIA.,
humbly showeth :
That your petitioners, in' behalf of ourselves and dis-

tressed friends residing in tbe County of Cumberland, in the
government of Nova-Scotia. That your petitioners would
inform your Honours that the British enemy are now

. repairing the old forts in that Province, to the great detri-
ment of the inhabitants there: that, we apprehend, can be
for no other intent but to keep the inhabitants in subjection
to their tyrannical measures, especially since their forces
arri~'ed from Boston, the last spring, to Halifax. That the
far greatestpart of the people of Nova-Scotiaare greatly
concerned about it, and has been the cause of many of
them to leave their estates 1.0be confiscated, and to come
over to these States, and will be the cause of many more to
do the same, if they can effect it, unless tbey can have

. some supplies and assistance. That your petitioners hum-
bly conceive that, if we, your petitioners, with a small
number more to join our brethren there, could be supplied
with some necessaries, as provisions and ammunition, we
could at present easily destroy those forts, and relieve our

brethren and friends, by permission from your Honours for
so doing, or in any other way your Honours shall see meet.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall (Jverpray, &c.

.JONATHAN EDDY,
WILLIAM How,
ZEBULON ROE.

Resolve relati'l}C t() the Brig RISING-EMPIRE; passed
AUGUST30, 1176.

On the representation of Captain Weltkn, respecting the
Brigantine called the Rising-Empire:

Resolved, That the said Welden repair forthwithto the
town of Plymouth, and bring said Brig to a good wharf in
said town, and there deliver said Brig with all the appurte-
nances thereunto belonging, to one or more persons that this
Court may appoint to take charge thereof, and then said
Welden is directed to discharge all the officers and men
under his command, and make up his muster-roll for said
officers and men, and lay it before this Court for payment
thereof. Also, that the cannon now on board said Bri<Tbe
ordered forthwith to the town of Swanzey, and there pu~on
board one or both of the armed vessels uow fitted out by
this State against the enemies of the United States of
America.

Resolve on the Petition of JOHNFox; passed AUGUST31,
1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this State
be, and he hereby is directed to deliver John Fox, six hun-
dred pounds of Gunpowder, to be taken from the Powder-
Mill at Andover, for the use of a private sloop-of-war called
the Retrieve; he, the said Fox, allowing and paying the
sum of six shillings per pound for said powder to the said
Commissary-General, who is to be accountable for the
same.

Resolve on the Petitio~ of EBENEZEJtB!':c¥.::FORDand
others; passed AUGUST 31, 1716.

Res()lved, That the Commissary-General supply Ebe-
nezer Beckford and others, with five hundred pounds of
Gunpowder, from the Powder-Mill at Andover, for the use
of the Harlequin schooner of war; he, the said Ebenezer
Beckford, paying at the rate of six shillings per pound; tha
Commissary-General to be accountable for the money so
received.

CaptainW ELPEN directed to deliver the Brig RISING-EM-
PIRE to WILLIAM WATSON, Esq., AUGUST31, 1776.

Resolvea, That Captain W.elden, commander of the Bl'ig
Rising-Empire, be, and he hereby is ordered and directed
to deliver the said Brig, (which, by a resolve of this Court
of yesterday, was ordered to be hauled up,) with her Appur~
tenances, Cannon, and Stores, unto William Watson, Esq.,
for the use of this State, he taking his receipt therefor, to be
lodged with the Secretary of this State.

Resolve for the paying of Colonel ABIJAH BRoWN £9;

passed AUGUST31, 1776.

Resolved,That there be paidout of the publickTreasury
to Colonel Abijah Brown, nine pounds, lor twenty-seven
days' service as Lieutenant-Colonel in Colonel Woodbridge's
Regiment, it appearing he was made up in the muster-roll
of said Regiment so much short of the time he was in,cer-
vice. '

Resolve on the Petition of GEORGE WILLIAMS, Jun., and
others; pa.~sed AUGUST 31, 1776.

Resulved, That the Commissary-Generalof this State
supply George Williams with five hundred pounds of Gun-
powder from the Powder-Mill at Andover, for the use of the
schooner of war calJed the General Putnam, the said George
Williamspaying at the rate of six:shillingsper pound. The
Commis.sary-General to be accountable for the money so
received.

Re.solve on the Petition of JOSEPH SPRAGUEand others;

passed AUGUST 31, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of Ihis State
supply Joseph Sprague and others, with three hundred
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pounds of Gunpowder, from the Powder-MiJI at Andover,
for the use of the Schooner General Gates; the said Joseph
Sprague and others to allow and pay the sum of six shillings
per pound for said Powder to the Commissary-General, he
to be accountable for the same.

Committee appointed to view places sU1~tablefor erecting
Furnaces; ACGUST31, 1776.

Resolved, That Hugh Orr, Esq., Thomas Durfee, Esq.,
and Deacon Ebenezer Washburn, be a Committee to repair
immediately to some parts of this Statf', and take a view of
some suitable place or places for erecting proper Furnaces
for casting Cannon, and where are can be procured for that
purpose; and that they apply to some Founder or Founders
to advise in this matter. That they also inquire what sum
or sums any stream, land, or are, can be purchased for, they
to make a report of their doings as soon as may be.

Resolve to revive Actions that werepending in the Inferiour
Courts; passed AUGUST31, 1776.

Whereas, by reason of the difficultiesraised by the wicked
designs of the enemies of our liberties, an interruption took
place in the administration of civil distributive justice
throughout this Colony, and whereas by an act of the
General Court removing all officers from their respective
offices, many civil suits which had been commenced, and
were actually entered on the docket or book of entry of the
inferiour courts of common pleas in the several Counties
within this Colony, have not been prosecuted to final judg-
ment, and much injury will happen if an adequate remedy
is not provided in that behalf:

It is Resolved, That all civil actions that were pending
in any inferiour court of common pleas in any County
within this Colony, by having the same entered on the docket
or minute book of said County, and on which judgment has
not been given, may be brought forward at the next term
of the said court, in which the same was entered as afore-
said, and the same proceedings had thereon as though such
causes had been regularly continued in the said inferiour
courts respectively, from term to term, where the same were
pending when such interruption took place. Provided,
always, That nothing in this resolveshall be construedor
intended to be meant to enable any person or persons to
bring forward any civil action which was brought forward,
had, or pending in the inferiour court of common pleas for
and within the County of Suffolk, from and after the first
day of September, Anno Domini 1774, until the 17th day
of March, Anno Domini 1776. Provided, also, That no
hecution or writ of possession shall issue on any judgment
given in any of the cases aforesaid, until fifteen days after
such judgment; and that the justices of the said inferiour
courts of common pleas shall continue the said causes and
actions one term at least, and cause the absent party to be
notified of the suits against them; and where any of the party
shall be out of the County, and in the Continental or Colo-
nial service, the said suits shall be continued until the party
as aforesaid shall return, or be dismissed from the said ser-
vice, any law, usage, or custom, to the contrary notwith-
standing.

Resolve on the Petition of JONATHANEDDY and others;
passed SEPTEMBER2, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he
hereby is directed to deliver to Jonathan Eddy, William
How, and Zebulon Rowe, two hundred pounds weight of
Gunpowder, five hundred weight of Musket-Balls, three
hundred Gun-Flints, and twenty barrels of Pork, taking their
obligation to be accountable for the same, when called for
by order of this Court.

Resolve annulling a Resolve of the 29th of APRIL,allowing
the Officers of Vessels in the sea-service to inlist ftlen out
of the sea-coast Companies; passed SEPTE~IBER2,1776.
Whereas, by a resolve passed by the General Court the

29th of April, the officers of vessels in the Colony sea-
service were allowed to inlist men out of tbe companies
raised for the defence of tbe sea-coasts, and the officers of
the said companies were thereby directed to permit anj' of

their men to inlist into the Colony and Continental sea-service
ani)', and to inlist othE'rs to supply vacancies occasioned
tbereby, as soon as may be; and whereas such liberty or
allowance, which was then given to the officers of vessels in
the Colonial or Continental service has been found to be
very detrimental, having weakened and very much exposed
to the enemy many of our harbours and townson the sea-
coasts; and many of the officers of the. sea-coast companies,
aftp.rmuch expense of time and money to raise their com-
panies, have had their men taken fIorn them, to their great
loss and damage, and thereby been discouraged from fmther
recruiting; and some parts of the sea-coast may, if this
practice is allowed, be left destitute of all defence, and
thereby become a harbour for our enemies, which would
not only further distress our trade, but involve us in many
other difficulties: Therefore,

Resolved, That the aforesaid Resolve of the 29th of
April, be, and hereby is discontinued and made null and
void.

Resolve appointing a Committee to repair to NEW-HAMP-
SHIRE to endeavour to get one of the Continental Frigates

fixed out; passed SEPTEMBER 2, 1776.
Resolved, That Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq., Oliver Wen-

dell, Esq., and Captain George Williams, be a Committee
immediately to repair to the State of New-Hampshire, and
apply to the Government there, and if practicable, with the
loan of as many Cannon as can be spared from this State,
to effect the fixing out the Continental Ship now under the
directionof Mr. Langdon, and to take immediate measures
that such number of Cannon and other necessaries, as with-
out distressing this State, may be lent to the Continent, may
be safely and expeditiously transported to Portsmouth.
This Ship to be fixed out for the purpose of attacking the _

Milford, or other ships of war distressing our coasts.
And in case said Ship can within any reasonable time be

equipped for the sea:
Resolved, That two or more Colony Armed Vesselsbe

directed to act in concert with her, and that the said Com-
mittee be, and hereby are empowered, to engage as many
sea-coast soldiers, east of Boston, as may incline to enter
for said service, and in general to do every thing necessary
for effecting the aforesaid purpose. And that the pay of
the sea-coast men continue in addition to the emoluments
of the sea service. The said Cannon and other articles that
may be lent as aforesaid, to be returned as soon as the cruise
shall be over, or as soon as they shall be called for by this
Government.

Resolve to supply six Soldiers in Colonel DYKE'S Regiment
with Guns; passed SEPTEMBER 2, 1776.

Resolved, That Richard Devens, Esq., Commissary,be
directed to deliver out of the Colony stores six Guns to
Samuel Taylor, Captain of a Company in Colonel Dyke's
Regiment, for the use of six soldiers inlisted in said Taylor's
Company, who are comehither withoutGuns, viz: Samuel
Slarrow, Ebenezer Grem,es, Nathaniel Rice, Joseph Hu,x-

ford, Cyrus Pratt, and Seth Denis. And that the Com-
missary,upon deliveryof said Guns, shall take a receipt of
the Captain for the same, to be returned into the stores at
the end of the campaign, and pay a dollar for the use of
each of the same; and in failure of such return, be obliged
to pay the full value for every Gun not retllrned.

Resolve on the Petition of FRANCIS BUTLER; passed SEP-
TEMBER 2, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of this
State to Francis Butkr, £59 8s. 6d., in full for the net
proceeds of the cargo of the Schooner Industry, which was
paid into said Treasury by Jonathan Glover and Joshua
Orne.

Resolve recommending to the Government of N Ew-HAMP-
SHIRE to pass an act for preventing the Exportation of
Lumber; passed SEPTEMBER 2, 1776.
Whereas Benjamin Greenleaf and Oliver Wendell,

Esquires, and Captain George Williams, are appointed a
Committee to repair to Portsmouth, in the State of New-
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not pretend the deed was recorded; neither is there one
person in the County or elsewhere, ihat your memorialist
ever heard of, who has pretended to assert they ever saw or
heard of the deed before the 19th day of April, (after the
evacuation,) at about which time your Honours passed a
resolve that the respective Committees of Inspection and
Safety, &c., through the Province, should take into their
possession the respecti\'e estates of such persons as had
gone off with the said fleet a'nd army, and lease them in
the best manner they could, for the publick benefit, except-
ing such estates, or parts of estates, which were leased or
otherwise conveyed before the 22d of May, 1775. Pur-
suant to the said resolve, the Committee, soon after the
receipt of it, acquainted said Gardner with it, and told bim
he must nq longer keep possession of the said land, &c., in
right of his father. But some time after this information of
the Committee, (how long after the memorialist is uncer-
tain,) the said William Gw'dner produced to the Committee
your Honours' resolve and order that the said William be
repossessed of the said tract of land and appurtenances,
upon condition the said Committee, in their judgment, were
convinced that he had not acted an unfriendly part since
the gispute between Great Britain and this Province com-
menced. Upon receipt of the said order, the said William
was repossessed of the said tract of land as before, but
your memorialist and others think without due considera-
tion of the inimical character which the said William did
then bear, and had before deservedly borne, in the said
Plantation and the vicinage, as may appear from the evi-
dences which may be referred to in the sequel of this memo-
rial.

Your memorialist further humbly showeth, that the Com-
mittee of Safety, in June last, warned the inhabitants of
said plantation of Gardnerstone to meet, in order to choose a
new Committee of Inspection, Safety and Correspondence.
At said meeting your memorialist appeared and informed
the inhabitants that the General Assembly had lately passed
a res01ve, that all the future meetings for the said purpose
should be notified by warrant of a Justice of the Peace, and
that, therefore, he was of opinion that a choice of those
officers at the present meeting would be deemed illegal; _
that the said William Gardner, with sinister views, as was
supposed, insisted that the inhabitants should proceed to a
choice; notwithstanding, however, part of the inhabitants,
being convinced of the resolve which your memorialist
had informed them of, left the meeting, unwilling to pro-
ceed contrary to law; but the said William, fond of choosing
a committee at that meeting, for purposes of his own,
persuaded such of the inhabitants as he was able to influ-
ence, to continue the meeting, now consisting of about
fourteen persons only, one half of whom were disqualified
for voting; notwithstanding which they proceeded to choose
a Moderator and Clerk, and afterwards a Committee of five
persons, such as said Gardner approved of; after which,
through favour of, a majority of said Committee, he pro- .
cured a paper to be signed, recommending him to yonI'
Honours as a staunch friend to his conntry, in order to his
obtaining from your Honours a confirmation of the said

. PETITION OF JOSEPH NORTH. tract of land.
To the honourable the Council and House of Representa- Your memorialist further showeth that, after it was

tives of the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:' known in the said plantation that a majority of the new
The ltlemorialof JOSEPH NORTH, of a Plantation called Committee had been induced to sign the recommendatory

G.UWNERSTOWN,in the County of LINCOLN, Esquire, paper before mentioned, a complaint was made to your
humbly showeth: memorialist, as a Justice of the Peace, by Gideon Gardner,
That some time in the month of April last, TVilliam one of the inhabitants, (and a relati\'e of the said William,)

Gardner, of Gardnerstown aforesaid, Esquire, presented a giving YOUI'memorialist to u'nderstand, that he bad applied
petition to yom Honours, setting forth, that at the time of to the said Committee, and informed them that he was
the evacuation of Boston, on the 17th day of 1J'larch last, his ready and able to prove the said William Gardner to be an
father, the late Silvester Gardner, of said Boston, Esquire, enemy to these United Colonies, but that the said Commit-
quitted the said town of Boston, and, with the Ministerial tee had declined taking any notice of his information, and
fleet and army, went to Halifax; that, at the same time, that, to prevent pnblick mischief which might arise fi'om the
he, the said William Gardner, was in possession of a cer- proceedings of the said Committee respecting the said ml-
tain tract of land, with buildings thereon, situate at said liam Gardner, he had applied himself to your mernoriali5t
Gardnerstown, which land his said father had some time to sumrilOns divers persons to give evidence of what they
before (as it seems tbe son alleged) given him, by deed of knew touching said William Gardner's behaviour at differ-
gift; and that the same being left at Boston, in his said ent times, since the arrival of General Gage at Boston.
father's house, was, by some evil-minded person, taken out The persons named were accordingly summoned, and u)ade
of his possession. Whether the said Gardner had such a oath to their respective depositions, to be produced by your
deed or not, or whether he was deplived of it or not, your memorialist when demanded, and he expected that he
memorialist does not pretend to determine; would only should have been furnished with several other testimonies
observe that the negative is generally believed, as he does relative to the said William Gardner's enmity to his COllt).

FIFTH SERIES.-VOL.IJ. 47

Rampshire, to procure the Continental Frigate to cruise after
the Milford and other Frigates of the enemy that are infest-
inrr the sea-coast of these United States: .

°Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to repre-
sent to the Lerrislative authority of the State of New-llamp-
shire, the ex:p~diency of forthwith passing an act to prohibit
the exportation of Lumber for a limited time, similar to that
passed by this State for that purpose. .

PETITION OF JOSEPH SPRAGUE AND OTHERS.

To the honourable the General Court of the State of
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of the subscribers humbly showeth:
That the said petitioners have fitted at a great expense,

the schooner General Gates, 1Villiam Carlton commander,
whom the honourable Council have lately commissioned,
with six carriage guns, eight swivels, two cohorns, and
twenty muskets, together with sundry other implements of
war, haring fifty men, and provisions for three months' cruise,
with an intention of making captures of the vessels belong-
ing to the enemies of the United States of America. To
effect said purposes, your petitioners humbly pray, that the
honourable Court would grant them three hundred and
fifty pounds of gunpowder upon your petitioners paying
such a price for the same as the honourable Court shall
think proper. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray. JOSEPH SPRAGUE,

BENJ. GOODHUE,Jun.,
EBEN. BECKFORD,
JOHN GARDNER, Jr.

Salem, August 29, 1776.

PETITION OF JOHN FOX.

To the honourable the Council and the honourable the House
of Representatives of the State of MASSACHUSETTS:

The Petitiun of JOHN Fox, for himse{f and in beha{f of
others, inhabitants of FALMOUTH, CAsco-BAY, humbly
shows: _

That they are fitting out, and have almost completed for
the sea, a private sloop-of-war, called the Retrieve, com-
manded by Captain Joshua Stone, mounted with ten car-
riage and sixteen swivel guns; to be navig-ated by eighty
men; that said sloop is fitting out for the purpose of cruising
against the enemies of the Ameri<.:an States; that your
petitioners ha~ endeavoured, but without success, to pro-
vide for said sJoop's intended cruise; that their only hope
to obtain a sufficient supply is by applying to the honour-
able Court; and therefore their humble request is, that
your Honours will be pleased to order the Comrnissary-
General to supply tbem, out of the State Magazine, with
six hundred pounds weight, they paying the usual price for
the same. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will
ever pray, &c. J FOHN ox,

In behalf of himself and the other owners.
. Watertown, August 30,1776.

.
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try, by him clearly manjfested, as well since as before his
application to your Honours to be repossessed of the tract
of land before mentioned; such as that, some time after
General Gage's arrival, said ~Villiam Gardner had shown
to several p~rsons a pass, under the hand of the said Gage,
permitting him to go from Kwnebeck to Quebeck at any
time when he thought proper, and that one of the persons
saw the said pass destroyed by the said William last spring;
but said persons, as your memorialist was informed, upon
.request refused for certain reasons to depose the ,same;
and further, that, even in July last, the said UTilliam had
declared at Gardllerstone, to one of the inhabitants of
Woolwich, then at Gardnerstone, that he (said William)
conti.nued of the same mind respecting the probability of
these Colonies being subjected to the Governme~t of Great
BI"itain, &c., but was afraid to speak his mind, as he knew
several persons were watching his words and actions, &c.

And further, your memorialist showeth that, inasmuch as
the said William Gardner, in his memorial of last spring,
endeavoured to avail himself of his great merit, as being the
principal cause of procuring a number of the Eastern Indians
the last year to go into war against the enemy, it will
appear, by a deposition of one Benjamin Colbourn, that the
said William Gardner, in the year 1774, did declare in his
presence, that, when the Regulars should come, he (said
William) "would put on a red coat, and join with them to
drive the men who had burnt the tea;" as it wi]! also appear
by the same deposition that the said William was so far
from being the principal means of procuring said Indians,
(as set forth in his memorial,) that he only furnished for
t1Jeir use sufficient coarse ratteen to make one jacket and a
pair of Indian stockings, delivered to one Reuben Colburn,
who declares the said William demanded of him the pay
for the said cloth, and that he accordingly paid him; and
further, your memorialist would add here, from the affidavit
of Lieutenant Samuel Bf,rry, (also ready to be produced,)
that, upon an alarm at Gardnerstone, in July last, occa-
sioned by a report of the Indians having killed a man above
Norridgewalk, and the said Berry having orders from your
memorialist to muster a division of Minute-men to march to

. Fort H(tlifax, to defend the inhabitants in that settlement,
the said William, upon the occasion, manifested himself so
inconsistent with his occasional professions, as to discourage
the said officer from doing his duty; which your memorialist
and others, with great reason, suppose that, since the said
William's professed exertions to procure a number of the
Eastern Indiq;ns to assist us last summer, he had been ap-
prised by some of his brother Tories, that much money was
arrived from the British Administration, and had been
partly applied to bribe the Indians, and induce them to
take up the hatchet against the inhabitants of these United
Colonies. .

Upon the whole your memorialist begs leave to declare
to your Honours, that he does not prefer this memorial from
any personal enmity against the said William Gardner, but
to prevent YOllr Honours being further imposed upon by
him or other person, whom he may have probably procured
to support his credit, and because your memorialist is con-
vinced that it is the indispensable duty of each member of
the community, as far as may be in their power, to expose
to publick view those persons who, while expecting publick
favours, yet evidently have discovered their being inimical
to the publick welfare. The evidences by your memorialist
produced to prove that the said ~Villiam Gardner is to be
viewed as one of that character, your Honours, he bopes,
will take into youF serious considerations, and in your O"reat
wisdom act as you shall judge most conducive to the s~fety
of the publick. And your memorialist shall ever pray, &c.

JOSEPH NORTH.
Watertown, September 2,1776.

I, Nathaniel Thwing, of lawful age, test,ify ,and declare,
that at the time we first received the Act of the British
Parliament for curtailing the Charter of this Province, the
Court of General Sessions of the Peace and Inferiour Court
of Common Pleas was then sitting at Pownalboro, in and
for tbe County of Lincoln. A gentleman who had just re-
ceived a newspaper which contained the act, was reading
it at table after dinner, William Gardner, Esq., of Gard-
nerston, being present, on hearing it read, expressed him-
self in the following manner, viz: Now we shall see

glorious times; now we shall be happy; now we may sit
down, every man under his own vine and under his own fig
tree, and ha~~ none to make us afraid; now we may sing
the song of good old Simeon, "Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace." I further say that in thE' month
of lt1ay, 1775, the several towns upon Kennebeck River
sent delegates to meet in Congress, at the Court-House 1n
Pownalboro, to devise mrans of safety in case of an attack
from the sa vages, and to provide a stock of ammunition and
provision, &c., and seeing in the return from Gardncrston
the name of William Gardner, Esq., as one of the delegates
for said Gardnerston, and knowing from the above expres-
sions of his, and some conversation which he had with one
Benjamin Gardner, of Bowdoinham, which I had from said
Benjamin Gardner, that the said William Gardner, Esq.,
was inimical to this country, I objected to his being allowed
to sit in Congress with the other delegates as being an im-
proper person to sit there, but after some short debate the
President moved that as the town where he lived thought
fit to send him, they, the Congress, would not put an
affi'ont upon the town by refnsing him; and it being put to
vote, he was admitted to sit. And further saith not.

NATHANIEL THWING.

LINCOLN, ss., August 2, 1776:
Then Nathaniel Thwing, Esq., personally appeared, and

being carefully examined and duly cautioned to testify the
whole truth, made solemn oath to the truth of the above
deposition by him subscribed, being taken at the request of
Gideon Gardner, to be used in the General Court of the
Colony of .1J;lassachusetts-Ba,1l. The above-named Wl:lliam
Gardner, Esq., not being within twenty miles of the place
of caption, was not notified nor present.

Taken before me: JOSEPH NORTH, Jij3tice Peace.

GARDNERSTON,July 29, 1776:
I, Benjamin Colburn, of Gardnerston, in the County of

Lincoln, of lawful age, testify and say, that on the 28th day
of June, 1174, on that day a covenant was offered to Wil-
liam Gardner, Esq., to sign, by Mr. Joseph North, but he
refused to sign it, as the said Gardner said. As he came
up to the deponent, I heard him, the said Gardner, say,
that if the Reguiars carne that be would put on a red coat
and join them, and go to help them to drive the men that
burnt the tea.

I, the deponent, further say, that in the month of June,
1775, that my brother, Reuben Colburn, desired me to go
after Paul Higins, and engage him to go with him after some
Indians, to come in and take part with the United Colonies,
and to join our army at Cambridge; my brother was the
first that moved to go after and went after them, not Wil-
liam Gardner, Esq. All he, the said Gardiner, did towards
getting the Indians to come in, was to let Paul Higan have
a piece of cloth to make a piece of Indian stockings and a
jacket, which William Gardner said he gave the cloth to
lligan, and he lent to my brother a tin kettle and a jump
line. I know of nothing else he, the said Gardner, did to
forward the said affair, and I think that Higens would went
after the Indians if Mr. Gardiner had not given said cloth to
him, as the cloth might be had other wheres.

BENJAMIN COLBURN.

LINCOLN, ss., GARDNERSTON,July 31, 1775:
Then personally appeared Be/yamin Colburn, and being

careful]y examined and duly cautioned to testify the whole
truth, made solemn oath to the truth of the within deposi-
tion by him subscribed. The within named William Gard-
ner, Esq., not being within twenty miles of the place of .

caption, was not notified nor present.
Taken before me: J O~EPH NORTH, Justice Peace.

PETITION OF JOSIAH BATCHELDER, JUN.

To th£ lwnourable the Council of the State of MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition Qf .JosIAH BATCHELDER, JUN., & Co., hum-
bly showetl! :

That your petitioners have fitted out and equipped the
Bri(Tantine called the Retaliation, for a privateer, to cruise
on tbe enemies o(the United States of America, and having
conformed to aJl the resol ves and regulations of the honour-
able the Grand American Congress, and of the General
Court of this State, relative to fitting out private ships of



741 MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. . 742

war, humbly pray that your Honours would be pleased to
commissionate the three within-named persons, with full
power to proceed on their cruise, &c.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, sha1l ever pray.
In behalf of himself & Co.,

Jos. BATCHEJ,DER, Jun.

An account of the Brigantine Retaliation's stores and
appurtenances, as followeth, viz:

Brigantine Retaliation, about 75 tons; 10 carriage-guns
from 4 to 2 pounders; 9 swivel guns.

Josiah Batchelder, Jun., & Co., of Beverly, owners;
Eleazer Giles, Captain; Thomas Stephens, Jun

"

First
Lieutenant; John Procter, Jun., Second Lieutenant; 70
men.

50 barrels beef and pork; 4,000 weight bread; 4 quintals
fish; 6 jars oil; 10 bushels potatoes; 500 weight powder;
80 weight musket-balls; 400 cannon shot; 25 small-arms;
30 cutlasses; 10 lances.

Tbese may certify that the above is a true account of the
Brigantine called the Retaliation, togetber with her stores,
appurtenances, and equipment, &c.

Jos. BATCHELDER, JUN.
Beverly, September 2, 1776.

In Council, September 4, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the above-mentioned Eleazer
Giles be commissionated as Commander of the Brigantine
Retaliation, he complying with the resolves of Congress.

SAMUELADA:I1S,Secretary.

PETITION OF JOHN WINTHROP, JUN.

State of the MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:
To the honourable the Council of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
The Petition of JOHN WINTHROP, Jun., humbly showeth:

Tbat your petitioner, owner of tbe sloop Union, burthen
about eigbty tons, armed witb two six-pounders, four four-
pounders, four three-pounders, and fourteen swivels, man-
ned with sixty-five men, and with six months provision,
under the command of Isaac Somes, with Daniel Parsons
for First Lieutenant, and Jonathan Russell, Jun., for Second,
all of Gloucester, in tbe County of Essex, is designed to
cruise against the enemies of these United States. Your
petitioner would, therefore, request your Honours to grant
a commission to the said vessel and Captain, for tbe pur-
pos~ before mentioned. And your petitioner, as in duty
bound, shall ever pray. JOHN WINTHROP.

In Council, September 2, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issHedout to
the above-mentioned Isaac Somes, as Comthander of the
Sloop Union, he complying with tbe resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

ORDERS IN COUNCIL.

In Council, September 3, 1776.

As the old top of the Light-House is rendered unfit to be
used for that purpose in future, the Commissary-General is
hereby directed to deliver so much of it to the Committee
for fortifying the Harbour of Boston as they shall ueed to
supply the cannon with balls.

It being represented to this Board that tbe men raised for
the Northern department, in tbe First Regiment, in the
County of Hampshire, on the east side of Connecticut River,
have not marched, it is therefore

Ordered, That a1l the said men now raised for said pur-
poses are directed to marc.ll forthwith under the command
of Phinehas Chapin, Jun., Lieutenant, on the most direct
way to join Captain Plowers's Company in Colonel TfTood-
bridge's Regiment.

PETITION OF CHARLES GOODRICH.

To the honourable Council and honourable House of Rep-
resentatives of tlte State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,now
sitting at WATERTOWN,in Great and General Court, or
Assembly:

The ]tlemorial and Petition of CHARLES GOODRICH, of
PITTSYIF.LD, in the County of BERKSHIRE, in the State
afore.mid, humbly showeth:
That the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection and

Safety, of Pittsfield aforesaid, on or about the 25th day of

ltlarch last, assumed to themselves power to hear, judge,
and assess, both publick and private damages with cost,
against your petitioner, for defending himself with blows
when previous1y assaulted by a certain James ]tlorey. That
in the course of the above affair, your petitioner was dragged
out of his house, and carried before said Committee, by vio-
lence, late in the night, by a number of men, who said they
proceeded by order of said Committee. That said Com-
mittee then refused to dismiss your petitioner, till he had
promised in writing to pay said damages and costs.

That said Committee in proceeding against ]}loses Graves,
Jun., genera1ly deemed an inveterate Tory, ordered him to
have no cOD\'ersation with any Tories; who then desired
him to give them in writing the names of such persons,
whereupon said Committee published a list of such names,
including the name of your petitioner, with 'whom said
Graves should not converse; thereby publickly stating the
character of your petitioner in a most malicious manner,
wbich will suffer till some way can be pointed out for an
impartial hearing.

That upon the late raising every twenty-fifth man in the
State afo~esaid, your petitioner was informed, by repoi.t only,
that he was ordered by the commanding officer in Pittsfield
aforesaid, either to serve as a drafted soldier, or to hire one
for that end. That afterwards he was cited to appear
before said Committee to' answer to a complaint not pointed
out to him, which be neglected to do, supposing himself
bound thereunto, neither in law, equity, nor common pru-
dence. Tbat since tbe above, the Clerk of said Committee
hath informed your petitioner that said Committee had sent
to Mr. Watson, printer at Hartford, to advertise your peti-
tioner as an enemy to his country. That your petitioner
conceives that the foregoing violent and oppressive proceed-
ings were had against him principally because he was
appointed to civil office in said County tbe last year, by the
constitutional authority of this St.ate, by which proceedings
justice and tbe rights of mankind are trampled upon.
Therefore, as the civil affairs of the County aforesaid are so
near a state of nature that your petitioner cannot have such
protection and redress as societies are instituted to give, he
prays that he may have them in sucb a way and manner
as the justice of his cause and the rights of mankind
require, and sucb as you in your wisdom and righteousness
shall deem meet. And your petitioner, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray. C GHARLES OODRICH.

Watertown, September 3,1776.

In the House of Representatives, September 7, 1776.

Read, and committed to the Committee on the Petitions
from the town of Hancock. Sent up for concurrence.

J. WARREN, Speaker.

In Council, Sept~mber 7, 1776.

Read and concurred, and Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq., and
Belifamin White, Esq., are joined.

JNO. AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration
of this Petition, beg leave to report in form of a Resolve,
herewith exbibited. Per order, B. GREENLEAF.

The Petition of Charles Goodrich, Esq., of Pittsfield, in
the County of Berkshire, having been considered, tbe fol-
lowing Resolve is passed thereon, viz:

In Council, September 16, 1776.

Whereas, the Committee pf the town of Pittsfield have
ad vertised the said Goodrich in the Connecticut Courant,
of September 2d, 1776, as an enemy to his country, to the
end tbat alJ connections and commercial intercourse be with-
drawn from him, till he give satisfaction for his unfriendly
conduct, and the;;aid Committee having set forth the reasons
for their proceedings against him in this manner, tbe princi-
pal of which are, "his having procured to bimself a com-
mission in the King's name to exercise authority over the
people as a Justice of the Peace, which they seem to have
considered as a submitting to British authority; his not.
paying a proper regard when he was drafted on the alano
list, to serve in the expedition against Canada; and b,i$
ha ving joined himself with the. most ancient Tories and
implacable enemies among us." As to the first cba.r.g;e,
Mr. Goodrich received a commission from the major part
of the Council of this Colony, of such a tenour and form as
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they judged it proper to adopt, and such, as far as they CQuid
learn, as was agreeable to the practice of the other Colonies,
and agreeable to the sentiments of the Congress. The said
Committee therefore in exhibiting this charge, have dis-
covered an entire ignorance of the line of their duty," and
great indecency towards the constitutional authority of this
State.

With regard to the second article of charge, it appears
that .Mr. Goodrich considered himself as not liable, by the
laws of this State, to be drafted from the alarm-list in sllch
manner and for such purpose as was intended, and that
therefore it was he did not yield a ready compliance, accord-
ing to the expectation of the Committee.

The other charges being general, and not supporte<l by
any proper proof or evidence, do not merit attention.

Therefore it is Resolved, That it does not appear to this
Court that the said Charles Goodrich, Esq., ought to be
stigmatized as an enemy to his country; but that, on the
other hand, we consider him as a friend to the rights of
mankind, and to the grand cause in which the .United
State3 are at present engaged.

In Council, September 16, 1776.

Read and accepted. Sent down for concurrence.
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Stcretary.

Resolvefor paymg £ 13 1:2s. 7d. to JOSEPH HOWLANDand
TIMOTHYGOODWIN; passed SEPTEMBER3, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid to Joseph Howland and
Timothy Goodwin, out of the publick Treasury of this
State, the sum of £ 13 12s. 6d., in full discharge of what
remains due for their service for post riding between Cam-
bridge and Fab:nfJuthin the year 1775.

PETITION OF COMMITTEE OF FRAMINGHAM.

State of the MASSACHU3ETTS:
To the honQurable the Council and the honourable the House

of Representatives of this State, now sitting at W ATER-
TOWN:

The Petition of the Committee OJ Correspondence, Inspec-
tion, and Safety, of the Town of FRAMINGHAM,humbly
showeth :
That many people in this town are much dissatisfied

that Nathaniel Brinley has the free liberty thereof, which
renders it impracticable for the said Committee to comply
with the order of Court, taken in its largest latitude, as the
people take him for a very villain. The reasons by them
assigned are the following, viz: That when among us here-
tofore, he used his influence to discourage and corrupt the
minds of the people by saying tbat the Parliament bad an
undoubted right to make void the charter, in part or in
whole; that ten thousand .troops, with an artillery, would
go through the Continent, and subdue it at pleasure, &c. ;
tha( he had a letter, in which we strongly suspect he had
intelligence of the hostile intentions of the British troops
some little time before the 19th of April, 1775; that he
was preparing to join our enemies several mQnths before
that time, by slowly conveying his best furniture to Roxbury,
and moved his family and goods into Boston a litde before
Lexington battle, and remained there so ~ong as he could
have the protection of the British troops; and approved of
General Gage's conduct in the highest terms. And 'tis
further observable that he left a large farm, on which he
had his chief dependence for subsistence, at the most busy
season of the year; and that his most intimate connexions
were some of our worst enemies and traitors.

Your petitioners beg leave to observe to your Honours,
that since said Brinley has been under our inspection, we
can see nothing, either in his cond.uct or disposition, that
discovers the least contrition, but contrarywise. He says
he is a gentleman, and has done nothing to forfeit that char-
acter.

All which is humbly submitted to your Honours' wise
consideration, praying for such direction or relief as to your
Honours may seem meet. And, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray.

Per order of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspec-
tion &c. E '

1\,1",
. .BENRUJARSJIALL.

Framingham, September 4, 1776.

To the honourable the Coun.ci( and honourable House of
Representatives of the State of l\'lASSACHGSETTS-BAY

in General Court assembled, at WATERTOWN: '
NATHANIEL BRINLEY, of FRAMINGHAM,husbandman, hum-

bly showeth:
That your petitioner was, in consequence of a power

vested in five Justices of the Peace for the County of Suf-
folk, by said Justices apprehended and examined, as bein" a
person suspected of being inimical to the rierhts of Amcri~a,
and, after examination, was sentenced toObe sent to the
town o~ Framingham, in the County of .Middlesex, there
to remam for the space of four months; and your petitioner
entered into a recognizance to Henry Gardner, Esquire,
Treasurer of this StatE', or his Sllccessor in said office, in the
penalty of six hundred pounds, with two sUl'eties in the sum
of three hundred pounds each, for his not departing the -

limit~ of ~aid town, for the said space of four months, and
fOI'Ius bemg of the peace, and good behaviour towards all
the inhabitants of the free and independent States of Amer-
ica, specially towards the inhabitants of this State, for the
space of twelve months, and for his not in any manner
aiding, abetting, assisting, or corresponding with any of the
enemies of said States.

Your petitioner conceived, and as he apprehends of riaht
conceived, both frol11the judgment of said Justices and ~he
condition of the recognizance, that he might reside and
d~ell in any part of said town of Framingham, and that he
Hught pass and repass from anyone part of said town to
another, so that he broke Hot the cendition of his recoerni-o
zance.

But your petitioner would represent to this honourable
COUl't that the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection
and Saf~ty, of s~id town, have put ~our petitioner to Mr.
John Fisk, of said town, to labour lor saId Fisk and not
permitted him to go more than twenty rods from s~id Fisk's
house, without his presence, and have denied him the free
use of pen, ink and paper, ~ll which your petitioner repl'c-
sents, for your Honours advisement thereon, as he conceives
the said Justices have no power to alter their former gentcnce;
and prays that he may be ordered to some other inland
town in this State, or in such other way as to your Honours
may seem meet, may be relieved from his distress, espe-
cially as he apprehends the said Committee are not em-
powered to inflict other or further punishment than that
ord~red by said ~~stic.es, mar.e speciall~7 as the only charge
agamst )'our petitioner was lus consentmg to have his name
p~t to an address .to General f!age,. which was hrought to
hlll~ whe~ he was m great bodily pa.m, and YOU(petitioner
venly beheves he should not have sIgned it if he had been
in health, as he had always avoided every thin'T of tbat
kind.

0

Your petitioner would furtber represent to this honourable
Court, that while he was shut up i'n the town of Boston
being accidentally there, and not as a refugee, said Committe~
took into their poss~~sion the stock on, the fa;m ]ately im-
proved by your pelitlOner, as well as his farmmlT utensils of
~very kind, his household furniture, &c., whicl'i yoUI' peti-
tlOller humbly prays may be ordered by this honourable
Court to be restored to him, as he humbly conceives he has
not by any law of this State forfeited the same.

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, in behalf of her
husband, Nathaniel Brinley, aforesaid.

CATHARINE BRINLEY.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable the Council and the honourable the

House of Representatives, in General Court assembltd,
this 9th day of SEPTEMBER,1776:

Humbly showeth NATHANIEL BRINLEY, of I<-'RAMTNGHAM,
in the County of 1\1lDDLESEX, husbandman:
That your petitioner was, by sentence of a COUl't of In-

quiry specially appointed by this honourable Court sent to
the town of J:'mminghman, in the County of :Middlcse.x,
there to remaIn for the space of four months; your peti-
tioner would represent to the honourable Court that the
only offence alleged against him, and the only thiner of which
he was found guilty by said Court, was signing an ~'1ddress to
General Gage; an address presented to your petitioner
while under great indisposition, and suffering the severest
bodily pain; he, it is true, being in this distress, to avoid im-
portunity and solicitation, which jp such circumstances could
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not but add to his sufferings,consented to have his name put
to said address; he did not sign it himself, and he is firmly
persuaded had he been in health he should not have con-
sented to have had his name tbereto, as he always avoided
every thinO' of the kind. Your petitioner would furtber
represent t~ the honourable Court that he hath accordingly
been confined in said town of Framingham for near the
space of six weeks; not, as he apprehends, according to the
true intent and meaning of the sentence against bim, for he
is confined to the limits of one farm in said Framingham,
viz; Mr. Benjamin Eaton's, and indeed is not alJowed to
depart said Eaton's house without the presence of said
Eaton; that he is not allowed to converse with any person
friendly or unfriendly to the rights of this State, not even
witb his wife, unless in the hearing of some one of said
Eaton's family; that he is denied the use of pen, ink and
paper, and is realJy apprehensive oCloss of life' should he
even depart the said house; that these apprehensions are
grounded on good fo~ndat!ons, for he has been insulted even . . ,
when in company with said Eaton, and was once struck at Resolv~ dzrectmg the Commzssary to dehver JONATHAN
when in a chaise with said Eaton, which stroke, your peti- EDDYand others, Bread instead of Pork; passed SEP-
tioner apprehends, had it not been happily warded off, would TEMBER4, 1776.
ha~e,dangerously hurl your petitioner. All tbese facts your Whereas, by a re~olveof the General ~ourt on September
petItIOnercap make fully appear to the honourable Court 2, 1776, the CommIssary-General was dIr~cted to deliver to
when called upon so to do, He t?erefo.re prays the hon?llr- . Jonathan Eddy,. TVilliamHow, and Zebulun Rowe, sundry
able Court that aft~r a due conslderat~on of the pr~mJse,s, articles of Ammunition and twenty barrels of Pork; and the
they would order' him to some ?ther Inland to~n In saId said Eddy, How, and Rowe, have represented that a quantity
State, where he may be treated In a manner sUitable to a of Bread would be much more useful to them than such a
person sufferin~ the penalties adjudged, him by the said quantity of Pork;
Co~rt of InqUiry, ,and where a C~ml?!ttee may n?t add Therefore, Resolved, That the Commissary-General be,
pUOlshme!lt to pUOlshment alr~ady mAlcted, and ad,Judged and he hereby is directed to deliver to the said Jonathan
by the saId Court adequate to hIs offence. And, as I{Iduty Eddy, William How, and Zeoulun Rowe, on]y ten barrels
bound, shall ever pray. of Pork, and as much Bread as shall amouot to the value of

Signed in behalf of her husband, Nathaniel Brinley ten barrels of Pork, taking their obligation as directed in the
aforesaid,

CATHARINE BRINLEY. resolve aforesaid.

PETITION OF ELIAS H"\SKET DERBY AND OTHERS.

To the honourable the COlJ,ncilof the State of .MASSACHU-
SETTs-BAY, in NEW-ENGI,AND:

The Petition of ELIAS HASKET DERBY, MILES GREEN-
WOOD,and JOSEPH W RITE, all of SALEM, in the County
of ESSEx, and State afore.wid, humbly showeth:
That your petitioners are now fitting out, and have almost

completed for sea, a private sloop-of-war, called the Re-
venge, of ninety tons burthen, to be' mounted with t~eI ve
guns, fi'om four to six-pounders, owned by the subscrIbers,
and whereof Benjll1nin Warren is intended to be master, to
bc manned by eighty men, to be victualled with thirty bar-
rels of pork, fifty barrels of bee~ and seventy barrels of
bread, and to be proyided with eight hundred pound weight
of powder and one thousand shot. Your petitioner's humble
prayer, therefol'C, is, that the before-named Benjamin Tflar-
ren may be commissionated Captain of the said private sloop-
of-war Revenge. And your petitioners, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray.

ELIAS HASKET DERBY ,
MILES GREENWOOD,

JOSEPH "'-HITE.

Salem, September 4,1776.

In Council, September 4, 1776. .

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the within Peti-
tion be aranted, and that a Commission be issued to theo

]
,

within-mentioned Berifamin Warren, he camp ying wIth the
resolves of Congress.

SAlII'L ADAMS,Secretary.

PETITION OF SAMUEL DOGGET AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:
To the honourable Council now sittinE at WATERTOWN:

The Petition of SAlIfUEL DOGGET, (jUSTAVUS FELLOWS,
N EHElIUAH LaMEs, SAMUEL PARTRIDGE, of BOSTON,
DANu;L HowEs, and others of HARWICH, humbly show-
eth:
That your petitioners, owners of the sloop Wolfe, burthen

about ninety tons, armed with ten carriage-guns, viz: two
six-pounders, four four-pounders, and. four three-pounders,
and ten swivel guns, navigated by ninety men, Nathaniel
Freeman commander, Joshua Doane First Lieutenant,
Joshua Win$low Second Lieutenant, and Nathaniel Cooke
master, has on board as provisions, fifty barrels pork artU

beef, fOllr and half tons bread, five barrels flour; and as
warlike stores, nine hundred and fifty pounds weight powder,
cased and double-headed shot in proportion, with langrage.
Said sloop is designed to cruise against the enemies of these
United States. YoUl' petitioners would, therefore, humbly
pray your Honours to commission the said sloop and com-
mander for the purpose before mentioned. And your peti-
tioners, as in duty bound, shaH ever pray.

NA.TH'L FR]':EMAN,
SAMUEL P AI!,TRIDGE,

SAMUEr., DOGGETT.

In Council, September 4, 1776.

Read, and Resolved, That tbe prayer of this Petition be
granted, and that a Commission issue to the within-named
Nathaniel Freeman accordingly, he giving bonds agreeable.
to the ordet' of the Continental Congress.

SAM'L ADM1S, Secretary.

Resolve for the delivery of a four-pound Cannon to ISAAC
COLLIER; passed SEPTEMBER 4, 1776.

Resolved, That Colonel Crafts be directed to deliver to
Mr. Isaac Collier one four-pound Cannon, which by certifi.
cates, appears to have been de]ivered for the use of the
Army at Cambridge, in April, 1775.

PETITION. OF ;rOSEPH MAYHEW AND SHUBAEL CATTL'e.

To the ~onourable the Council and the House of Repre-
sentatwes of the State of the MA~SACHUSETTS-BAY,in
General Court assembled:

The Petition of JOSEPH MAYHEWand SHUBAEL CATTLE,
members of said House of Representativesfor the towns
of CHII,lIlARK and TISBURY, in the County of DUKES
County, in the State aforesaid, humbly showeth:

'.That the several companies of soldiers stationed on the sea-
coast establishment on Martha's Vineyard, in said County,
for the defence thereof, do stand in great need of boats, in
order to their passing (as there will be occasion for them to
do) from one place to another; for which reason the prayer
of your petitioners in behalf of their constituents and other
inhabitants of the County aforesaid, is, that some suitable
person be appointed and directed by this honourable Court
to provide for the use of the officers and private soldiers of
said companies ten boats, and to exhibit to your Honours an
account of the cost thereo~ for YOUI'allowance and order
for payment, out of the publick Treasury of the State. And
your petitioners, as in duty bound, sha1l ever pray, &c.

JOSEPH MAYHEW,

SH!JBAEL CATTLE.
Watertown, September 5,1776.

PETITION OF NATHJ\.NIEL GUILD.

To the honourable the Council and the honourable House
of Representatives for the State of MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY:
Humbl y showeth your petitioner that this honomable

Court granted him leave to choose sixteen men out of the
towns.of Stoughtonh~m, Walpole, Norton, anrJftfansfield, to
work 111the furnace. III Stoughtonham aCmesaid, to IOrward
the making military stores, ordered by this honourable Court
and General Washington. Your petitioner is informed that
the Mi]itia are ordered to supply the lines in this State, and
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of course the men now employed at the furnace must be
ca1led upon to serve in their turns, which must inevitably
stop the going of the furnace now making garrison wheels,
&c., for the Castle, part of which is now finished, and will
greatly injure your petitioner in his interest, after putting
the furnace into blast at an unseasonable time at a great
expense, should the persons concerned in said furnace be
obliged to attend their Turns in the military service; where-
fore your petitioner humbly begs this honourable Court that
the persons nolV concerned in said furnace business, may
be exempted from serving in the Militia service during the
blasting of said furnace. And your petitioner, as in duty
bound, sha1l ever pray. NATHANIEL GUILD.

MEMORANDUM.

The owners of Furnace Hope, in the State of Rhode-
Island, pray that the folJowing persons may be exempted
from military duty in the State of the Jtlassachusetts-Bay,
as they are necessary to carryon the works at said furnace:
Solomon Perkins, Daniel Keth, Jun., Abner Sears, Jere-
miah Keth, James Keth, Ruel Keth, Seth Keth, Jonathan
Keth, Amos Shepherdson, gun moulders; Martin Das-
lance, fireman; Ebenezer Hooper, Thomas Wood, topmen;
James Hill, Jun., blacksmith.

PETITION OF COMMITTEE OF MIDDLEBOROUGH.

To the honourable Board of Counsellors and House of
Representatives of the MASSACHUSETTSState, at W ATER-
TOWN,in General Court assembled:

The Petition of the Committee of Correspondence of the
town of MIDDLEBOROUGH,humbly showeth:
That the said Committee, in serving the publick agree-

able with, and pursuant to, the order and directions of the
honourable Council and House of Representatives, (which
they are resolved seriously and carefulJy to observe, so far
as shall any ways promote the publick good,) do meet with
some difficulty; and, in particular, first: As they were
ordered to the possession of, and lease out, tlte real estates
of all persons that have fled to Boston, &c., and no direc-
tions _given how to clear said real estates from their present
encumbrances, there yet remains such real estate not leased
out, because the present possessor obstinately refused to quit
possession or hire the same; alJuding, at the same time,
to something from two of the present Council as a reason
for such conduct: and further, as the personal estate of the
Olit'ers hath not been under the care of publick authority,
the said Committee, on taking possession, and also an inven-
tory, of said personal estate, do find, by sufficient testimony
from reputable persons, who were we1l acquainted with said
estate, that there were many valuable things there, when
and soon after the said Olivers left their estate, which they
do not find now, and there is no person accountable there-
for; and it hath been repeatedly suggested to the said
Committee that particular persons who have had the oppor-
tunities have used, removed, and concealed a part of said
estate; and further, a part of said personal estate is perish-
able, and liable at any time to be lost, and for that cause no
one wilJ risk it: Therefore your petitioners most humbly
pray that the said honourable Council and HQuse of Repre-
sentatives would immediately grant to the said Committee
further authority and directions adequate to their task; and
in particular, with subQlission to your Honours' great wis-
dom, your petitioners humbly pray that your Honours
would grant to the said Committee authority immediately to
remove any person or persons from the possession of any
such real estate as above-said, who have not, nor will not
hire the same at a reasonable rate; and further, to demand
the assistance of a Justice of the Peace so far as is necessary
for the obtaining such personal estate as above-said that is
yet missing; and also that any person or persons, being
suspected of having taken any part of such personal estate
as abovesaid, shall be accountable upon oath to the said
Committee therefor, and that all perishable estate as above-
iaid may be disposed of for the good of the publick. For
all which your petitioners, as in duty bound, for the benefit
of the publick in general, and for the equity, peace, and
good order of the town to which they belong, shall ever
pray. Dat~d at ]}liddleboro, September the 2d, 1176.

By order of said Committee:
JOHN MILLER, Chairman.

IN COUNCIL, September 5, 1776: Read and sent down.
SAMUEL A DAMS, Secretar1f.

The Committee to consider the within Petition have
attended that service, and beg leave to report that the peti-
tioner have leave to withdraw said Petition.

OAKES ANGIER, per order.

Resolve for supplying Captain PLUMMER'SCompany with
Powder, Src.; passed SEPTEMBER 5, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General supply Captain
Benjamin Plummer with fifty pounds of Gunpowder, one
hundred pounds of leaden Balls, and one hundred and
fiftyFlints, for the use of his Company,he, the said Plum-
mer, to be accountable for the same.

Resolve f~r the delirery of six Firelocks to Captain
LEIGHTON;passed SEPTEMBER5, 1776. -

On the Petition of Samuel Leighton,
Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he

hereby is directed to deliver to Captain Samuel Leighton,
si1t Firelocks out of the store belonging to this State, for
the use of six soldiers mentioned in his Petition, and that
he, the said Captain, be accountable for said Firelocks, and

. that there be deducted out of each of said soldiers' wa<res,
six shillings for the use of the same. . . t>

Resolve for the delivery of four Fireloc7cs to Captain
LYMAN; passed SEPTEMBER5, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he
is hereby directed to deliver to Captain Lyman, four Fire-
locks out of the store belonging to this State, for the use of
four soldiers mentioned in the Petition, he to be account-
able for the same, and that there be deducted out of each of
said soldiers' wages, six shillings for the use of the same.

Resolvefor the Payment of £214s. to ELEAZER SPAULDING;
passed SEPTEMBER 5, 1776.

On the Petition of Eleazer Spaulding, praying that his
son Daniel may be allowed for his Gun lost at the battle of
Bunker-Hill,

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this State £2 14s. to the abO\'e petitioner, in full com-
pensation for the loss of his Gun above mentioned.

PETITION OF THOMAS NICHOLSON.

To the honourable the Council of the State of MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition of THOMASNICHOLSONhumbly showeth:
That your petitioner is fixing out from Plymouth as a

privateer, a sloop called the America, burthened about eighty
tons, mounting ten carriage-guns and six swivels owned by
himself, Messrs. Watson Sr Spooner, and a numb~r of others.
She has on board six thousand- pounds of bread, forty barrels
pork and beef, five hundred weight of powder, two thousand
weight of iron, and three hundred weio-ht of leaden balls'

d
.

I t>'
manne WIt I seventy men: Thomas Nicholson Captain,
CO.i'benBarnes First Lieutenant, Nathaniel Ripley Second
Lieutenant. Your petitioner therefore humbly prays your
Honours would grant him a commission as Commander of
the said privateer, he giving bond agreeable to the requisi-
tion of the Congress. THOMASNICHOLSON.

In Council, September 6, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issued out to
the sa~d Thomas N~chols?n as Commander of the Sloop
Amenca, he complYlllg with the resolves of Congress.

JNO. AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF THOMAS CRAGG.

State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable the General Court of said State:

The Petition of THOMASCRAGG humbly shows:
That your petitioner being part owner of the ship Isaac

and her cargo, was oil a voyage in said ship fi'om the Island
of Tortola bound to Liverpool, in England, to visit his
family and attend to his private concerns; that in prosecu-
ting said voyage he was taken and brought into this State.
This unexpected event has thrown your petitioner into the
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most distressed and pitiable circumstances. A principal part
of his fortune is taken out of his hands, and what remains.
must suffer inevitable ruin from his absence in a short time.
He has a wife, children, and a large family, who cannot long
subsist without his support; and himseJf, though unused to
want the conveniences of Jife, must soon experience the
wretchedness of extreme poverty. Your petitioner begs
leave to declat'e that he has never taken an active part in
the unhappy controversy between Great Britain and Amer-
ica; and from his age and standing in life, it necessarily fol-
lows that he never will. He, therefore, humbly prays your
Honours to take his unlJappy case into your consideration,
and grant him and one servant liberty to take passage for
some part of England, in the ship , owned by Mr.
William Ross, and by your Honours' permission bound for
some part of England, or grant him such other relief as your
Honours' well-known wisdom and humanity may point out.
And your petitioner as in duty bound shall ever pray.

THOS. CRAGG.
Boston, September 4, 1776.

In Council, September 6, 1776.

Read, al)d Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted, and that the said Thomas Cragg, with one sen"ant,
be permitted to depart from this State to any part of Great
Britain in such Vessel as TVilliam Ross and Nathaniel
Morgan (who lateJy had liberty obtained to depart) may
purchase for that purpose.

JNO. AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF THOMAS MELVILL.

State of MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:

To the honourable the Council of said State:
The Petition of THOMAS MELVILL, one of the owners of

armed Schooner SPEEDWELL, in behalf of himself and
the other owners of said schooner, humbly shows:
That the said owners of said schooner have, at a great

expense, armed, fitted, and manned, said schooner, (as men-
tioned in a memorandum given in to the Secretary's Office
of this honourable Board,) to cruise against the enemies of
this and the United States of America. Your petitioner,
therefore, in behalf of himself and other said owners of said
schooner, humbly prays your Honours to authorize, empower,
and commissionate Jonathan Greeley, of Boston, in the
County of Suffolk, mariner, to take the command of said
schooner, and to cruise against the said enemies of the said
States of America. And your petitioner, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray.

THos. MELVILL, one of the Agents.

In Counci], September 6, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the within-mentioned Schooner
Speedwell, whereof Jonathan Greely is Commander, be
commissionated, he complying with the resolves of Con-
gress. JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

On board the armed Sclwoner SPEEDWELL,seventy-five
tons.

70 men, officers included;
8 carriage-guns, four and three-pounders;

12 swivels; 35 small-arms;
700 Ibs. powder; 400 tbree and four-pound shot;
300 swivel shot; 70 weight small-arm balls;

45 bbls. beef and pork; 6,000 weight bread;
4 bbJs. flour, and a number of other small stores.

Jonathan Greely Captain, First Lieutenant not yet ap-
pointed, William Pitman Second Lieutenant, John Wil-
liamson Master.

THOMAS MELVILL, JONATHAN GREELY,

WILLIAM FOSTER, THOMAS HICHBORN,

DAVID BRADLEY, Captain GORHAM.

JOHN HUCKLEY,

Owners, all of Boston.

PETITION OF WALTER LOGAN.

Needham, September 6, 1776.

To the honourable the Council of the f;olony ofMAssAcHu-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition ofW ALTERLOGAN,Comptroller of the Customs
of PERTH-AMBOY,in NEW-JERSEY, humbly showeth:

That your petitioner, in December last, being about to

remove his family £"om the town of Needham (the place of
their residence) to his port, his Excellency General Wash-
ington was pleased to order him to remain within the said
town on his parole of honour, and afterwards did refer his con-
dition to the determination of the authority of your Colony.
That the office of your petitioner having now ceased; he
is deprived of his subsistence, which reduces him and his
family to very distressing circumstances. He therefore
prays your Honours will be pleased to permit him, his wife
and son, to return to Britain, and to grant him such liberty
as may be necessary, in the mean time, to prepare for his
voyage. And your petitioner will ever pray.

W ALTER LOGAN.

In Council, September 6, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the within Peti-
tioner be so far granted that the said Walter Logan, wife,
and son, may have liberty to depart this State in the first
vessel licensed by this Board; and that he have liberty to
prepare for his voyage.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF NATHANIEL BARSTOW AND DANIEL WHITMORE.

To the honourable Council alld the honourable House of
Representatives of the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,
in General Court assembled:

The Petition of NATHANIELBARSTOWand DANIEL WHIT-
MORE,of SUNDERLAND,in the County of HAMPSHIR}~,
humbly showeth:
Whereas there is a great scarcity of gunpowder in this

part of the State, and people cannot obtain necessary sup-
pJies thereof at tbis important crisis, and there being consi-
derable quantity of saltpetre manufactured in these parts,
your petitioners apprehending that it would be advantageous
to the pubJick, and serve the publick cause, to have the
saltpetre made in these parts manufactured into gunpowder.
amongst us, one of us bas taken pains to acquaint him-
self with the mystery of manufacturing the same, and has
attained it, so that he has already made about forty weight
of what is esteemed excellent good gunpowder; and we
have begun to erect a Powder-Mill uy the assistance of
Mr. Cunable, who says it may be ready to go in about three
weeks. Y Oll\' petitioners therefore humbly pray that your
Honours would be graciously pleased to grant unto them
the privilege of manufacturing what saltpetre is made in
these parts into gun powder for the use of the estate, on
the terms that it is manufactUred at the other Powder-Mills
in the said State, and also appoint some meet person or
persons to purchase and receive said saltpetre, and also to
dispose of such gunpowder as shall be made therewith.
And in duty bound, will ever pray.

NATHL. BARSTOW,

DANIEL WHITMORE.

Sunderland, September 6, Anno Domini 1776.

PETITION OF ANNE TWEEDIE.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY :
To the honourable the Council of the said State:
The Petition of ANNE TWEEDIE, GEORGE KEYS, MAIN-

SWEETE WALDRON, PHILIP HICKS, and CHARLES
GRA.NT, lately from the Island of ANTIGUA, humbly
showeth:
That the said George Keys was lately master and part

owner of a certain ship called the Nancy, bound from the
said Island of Antiglla to London, Jaden with sugars, the
property of inhabitants in the said Island. That the said
ship was made capture of by the brigantine privateet" called
the Hancock,. from l!hila.del:phia, comma~ded by Wingate
Newman, which saId ship was brought 1I1to Newport, in
the said State of ~[assachusetts-Bay. That some of your
petitioners have the nearest and dearest connexions in
England, who are entireJy dependent upon them for main-
tenance; that others of your petitioners have private impor-
tant business in England, concerning themselves only,
which cannot be transacted without their presence there;
that your petitioners are so unhappily circumstanced that
they are unprovided with means by which they may support
themseJ ves in this country. That your petitioners are resi-
dents, and have property in' the said Island of Antio-ua. <:> ,
but have taken no part 111the present unhappy war between
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Great Britain and the United States oj America. Your
petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honours will
take their unfortunate case into consideration, and grant
your petitioners and their three servants ]ately from Antigua,
leave to depart from this Stale to some part of Europe, in
the'ship lately purchased by William Ross, cfrin
any other vessel bound to Europe, or the West-Indies. And
YOUl'petitioners shall ever pray, &c.

PHILIP HICKS for ANNE TWEEDIE,
GEORGE KEYS,
MAINSWETE''''

ALROUD,
PHILIP HICKS,
CHS. GRANT.

In Council, September 7,1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted, and the several petitioners be permitted to depart
from this State to any part of Great Britain, in such vessel
as William Ross and Nathaniel ~lorgan, who lately had
liberty to depart granted them by this Board, may purchase
for this purpose. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

Resolve relative to the AdJournment of a .Maritime Court
at PowruLBOROUGH;passed SEPTEMBER6, 1776.

On the Petition of Ichabod Jones,
Resolved, That the prayer of this Petition be so far

granted that the Maritime Court for the Eastern District of
this State, to be bolden at Pownalborough, on the 9th of
this instant, in order to try the justice of the captures of two
Vessels tlIken from the petitioner, be adjourned to the first
day of October next, in order that the petitioner, by an
attorney, may show cause, if any he has, why the said
Vessels should not be condemned. . And the petitioner, by
his attorney, has liberty to file his claim with the Judge of
the said Maritime Court to t~e said Vessels and Appurte-
Dances, at any time before thesaid first day of October next,.
and th!ll the Judge of said Court be notified thereor, by
being served with a copy of this Qrder.

PETITION QF ELISHA HEDGE.

To the honourable Council and House oj Representatives
oj the State oj MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in General Court
assembled:

The Petition oj ELISHA HEDGE, oj MARLBOROUGH,in
the County of MIDDLESEX,in said State, most humbly
shows:
That in consequence of a late resolve of the honourable

Continental Congress giving full liberty and approbation to
all persons in the American States to buy and sell the arti-
cle of tea, your petitioner, about the 1st of July last past,
sent forty pounds lawful money to one Mr. Jonathan Dan-
Jord, of Hardwick, in order for the said DanJord to pur-
chase a quantity of tea for your petitioner; which tea the
said DanJord did actually purchase, and brought the said
tea to Hardwick aforesaid, for your petitioner; but when
your petitioner applied for the said tea, the Committee of
Correspondence for the aforesaid town of HardVJick had
seized the said tea and all the re~t of the said DanJord's
estate which they could find, without ever convening the
said DanJord before them, to give him any hearing in his
own defence, or even without proving any crime against
him whatever; all which proceedings of the said Commit-
tee are directly contrary to the resolves of the Congress
aforesaid; and supposing the said Committee had ever so
good a right to seize the said DanJord's estate in manner as
aforesaid, surely they have no right to withhold and detain
the property of your petitioner in their custody. There-
fore your petitioner humbly prays your Honours to take his
case into your consideration, and give him some directions
how he shall proceed, in order to obtain his property afore-
said out of the hands of the aforesaid Committee, as said
Committee have refused to let the aforesaid tea go out of
their hands, but unjustly detain it in their own custody,
greatly to the damage of your petitioner. All which is
humbly submitted. And as your petitioner, in duty bound,
shall ever pray. ELISHA HEDGE.

Marlborough, September the 7th, 1776.

The Committee on the Petition of Elisha Hedge have
attended that service, and beg leave to report that this peti-
tioner have leave to withdraw his Petition.

PETITION OF JOHN CODMAN.

State oj MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:

To the honourable the Council and honourable House oj
Representatives, in General Court assembled:

The Petition of JOHN CODMAN,oj BOSTON,humbly-
showeth:

That your petitioner, with several other owners of the
schooner Langdon, mounting six c-arriage-guns and ten
swivels, now fitting out to cruise against the enemies of
these United States, and said schooner having every neces-
sary equipment but the article of gunpowder, and for want
of which she is unable to proceed on her cruise, your peti-
tioner therefore humbly prays that your Honours would
grant him permission to purchase five hundred weight of
gunpowder out of the publick store belonging to this State,
and for which he wi1\ immediately pay the money. And,
as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

JOHN CODMAN.

PETITION OF ;JOSEPH SPRAGUE AND SAMUEL WARD.

To the honourable Council and House of Representatives
of the State of l\hsSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition oj the subscribers humbly showeth:
That your petitioners have, at a great expense, fixed out

as a privateer the schooner Dol}!hin, Samuel Waters com-
mander, whom the honourable Council have commissioned,
with eight swivel-guns and twenty-five men, to cruise on the
enemies of the United States of America. To effect said
purposes, your petitioners humbly pray that the honourable
Court will grant them sixty pounds of gunpowder, they
paying for the same such a sum as the honourable Court
shall think proper. And your petitioners, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray.

JOSEPH SPRAGUE.
SAM. WARD.

PETITION OF ISAAC COLLYER.

To the honourable the General Court oj the State oj the
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,now assembled at WATERTOWN;

The Petition of JOHN COLLYER, of MARBLEHEAD, humbly
showeth :

That your petitioner with sundry others are fitting out an
armed vessel on a four months' cru.ise acrainst our unnatural
enemies, to carry twelve carriage-gunsO and One hundred
men, Nathaniel Leech commander, and as it is difficult if
not impracticable to procure ammunition, beg your Honours
would be pleased to order the Commissioners of this Colony
to deliver your petitioner one thousand pounds of gunpow-
der, he paying for the same. And your petition~r, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.

.

ISAAC COLLYER.

Resolve Jor the payment oj Wages and Rations to JEREMIAH
COLBURNand SAMUELLow; passed SEPTEMBER7, 1776.

On the Petition of Jeremiah Colburn and Samuel Low,
Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of this

State to the above petitioners, the same Wages and Rations
as were allowed to the other soldiers of Captain Lane's
Company, viz: six dollars pel' month, and seven pence half
penny per day, each, for rations, amounting in the whole
to sixteen pounds and eleven shillings each,

Resolve relative to building a Barrack on the GURNET;
passed SEPTEMBER7, 1776.

Resolved, That William Watson, Esq., the Commissary
for the suppl)' of the Troops doing duty for this State at
Plymouth, be and he hereby is empowered and directed as
soon as may be, to provide materials and build a Barrack
upon the Gurnet in Plymouth harbour, sufficient to contain
one hundred men.

An AdJutant for the Second Regiment oj ]jfilitia in the
County of LINCOLN, chosen SEPTEMBER 7, 1776.

The House made choice, by ballot, of Ebene:zer Farnwell,
as an Adjutant to the Second Regiment of Militia in the
County of Lincoln.

Concurred by Council.
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Resolve on the Petition of THOMASNICHOLSON;passed
SEPTEMBER7, 1776.

On tbe Petition of Thomas Nicholson,
Resolved, Tbat William TYatson, Esq., deliver unto the

petitioner, Thomas Nicholson, two four-Pounders and six
Swivels, that belonged to tbe Brig Risl:ng-Empire, he
delivering to the said Tratson a bond with sufficient sureties,
payable to the Treasurer of this State, that he will deliver
two four-Pounders and six Swivels of equal goodness with
those hereby ordered to be delivered, within ten days from
this day; ana also, that the said Watson deliver to the said
Nicholson two hundred pounds of Gunpowder belonging to
said brig, he paying the sum of six shillings a pound for the
same.

Resolve on Captain JOHN PARKER'S Muster-Roll; passed
SEPTEMBER7, 1776.

Whereas, by a Resolve of this Court of the 28th of June
last, the sum of £ 13 lIs. 6d., was made payable out of tbe
Treasury of this State to Captain John Parker, for the use
of the officers and soldiers of a company of men lately com-
manded by said Parker, and it having been made to appear

.
to this Court tbat the said Parker was deceased before tbe
passing said Resolve: Therefore,

Resolved, Tbat there be allowed and paid out of the
publick Treasury of this State to John Bridge, Lieutenant
of said Company, the above-said sum of £ 13. lIs. 6d., for
the use of the officers and soldiers borne on the muster-
1'011of said Company, made up and attested to by said
Bridge, in full of said roll; and that tbe warrant that was
drawn by this Court on the Treasurer, for the above-said
sum, in favour of said Parker, be stayed in the Secretary's
office.

Field- Officersfor the BOSTONRegiment chosen.
The House made cboice, by ballot, of the following

gentlemen, as Field.Officers for the Boston Regiment of
Militia, in the County of Suffolk: Henry Bromfield, Col-
onel; Thomas Dawes, Lieutenant-Colonel; Ephraim May,
First Major; William Dawes, Second Major.

Concurred by Council, September 7, 1776.

An Adjutant chosenfor the Fourth Regiment of Militia, in
the County of MIDDLESEX.

Tbe House made choice, by ballot, of Daniel Loring, as
an Adjutant of the Fourth Regiment of Militia, in the
County of Middlesex.

Concurred by Council, September 7, 1776.

PETITION OF WILLIAM SPOONER AND OTHERS.

State of the MASSACHUi5ETTS-BAY:
To the honourable Council of said State, sitting at W ATER-

TOWN, SEPTEJ\IBER 9, 1776:
William Spooner, Stephen BTIlce, and Daniel Martin,

acrents for themselves and for Richard Gridley, Paul Dud-
ley Sargent, Henry Newman, Benjamin Wormell, Benjamin
Bird, and Edward Church, all of Boston, of the schooner
Viper, represent to your Honours, that tbey have, at tbeir

joint and proper expense of the said owners, fitted out,
armed, manned, and equipped, the aforesaid schooner, now
lying in the harLour of Boston, and .ready for the sea;
burthened about seventy tons, to be navigated by fifty men,
mounting six carriage-guns, four-pounders, eight swivels, and
other implements of war, and provided with thirty barrels of
beef and pork, four thousand weight of bread, and forty butts
of water, together with five hundl\ed weigbt of powder, and
twelve hundred weight of sbot, and to be commanded by
tbe aforesaid Benjamin Wormell as Captain, Joseph Lovace
as First Lieutenant, Alexander ltlartinas Second Lieutenant,

as Master, John Martin as Gunner, Josiah Levett as
Surgeon; for the purpose of cruising on the enemies of the
United States of America, and their property. They there-
fore make this application to your Honours for a commission
for the said scbooner, the said Benjamin Wormell, in the
bond herewith exbibited, having complied with the requisi-
tions of the. honourable Congress, in such case made and
provided. And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

WILLIAM SPOONER,

~

DANIEL MARTIN, Agents.

, STEPHEN BRUCE,

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

In Council, September 9, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted, and tbat a Commission be issued to the said Ben,-
jamin Worm ell, as Commander of the schooner called the
Viper, he complying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF ELIZABETH FENTON.

State ofMASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable Council now sitting at WATERTOWN:
The Petitl:on of ELIZABETH FENTON, of CHARLESTOWN,

humbly showeth:
Tbat as the circumstances of publick affairs render it

impracticable for your petitioner to have any communica-
tion with, or receive any kind of assistance from, her hus-
band, who is now in England; and your petitioner under-
standing that Mr. Ross has lately obtained liberty to depart
this State, and has purchased a vessel for this purpose, your
petitioner therefore prays your Honours' leave that she may
be permitted, with her children and a negro girl, to take
passage in said vessel. And, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray.

In behalf of my sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Fenton,
NATHANIEL DOWSE.

o In Council, September 9, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
granted, and the said Petitioner, with hel. Children and
Servant, be permitted to depart from this State to any part
of Great Britain in such Vessel as Mr. William Ross and
Nathaniel ftilorgan, wbo lately had liberty obtained to

.depart, may purchase for that purpose.
.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secl"etary.

PETITION OF THOMAS MELVILLE.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY :

To the honourable the General Court of said State:
The Petition of THOMAS MELVILLE, of BOSTON, in the

County of SUFFOLK, in behalf of himself and the other
owners of the armed Schooner SPEEDWELL, now riding
at anchor in the Harbour of BOSTON aforesaid, com-
manded by JONATHANGREELEY, humbly shows:
That they have, at a great expense, equipped and fitted

said schooner with her carriage-guns, and every necessary
warlike implement for a cruise against the enemies of the
American States, but for the want of about seven hundred
pounds of powder, said schooner is detained in the harbour,
and unabl~ to proceed on her intended cruise. YOUI' peti-
tioner, therefore, in behalf of himself and the said owners of
said schooner, humbly prays your Honours to take the
premises into your wise consideration, and grant him a sup-
ply of se\"en hundred pounds' weight of powder, for the use
of said schooner against the said enemies of said States, out
of the publick stores or magazines of this State, at such
price, or on such conditions, as to your Honours may seem
fit. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray. THOMAS MELVILLE.

PETITION OF THE COMMITTEE OF ROCHESTER.

To the honourable the Great and General Court or Assem-
bly of the Colony .of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS:

The Committee of Correspondence and Inspection for
the town of Rochester, being directed by your Honours to
inform of all persons whose conduct is unfriendly to the
cause of the Colonies, &c., said Committee beg leave to
name Samuel Sprague, who was one of the addressors of
the late Governour Hutchinson, but did, some time after,
subscribe a declaration, manifesting bis repentance and
retraction of said Address, and also his abhorrence of the
Quebeck Bill, and tbe Act of Parliament for blocking up
the Port of Boston, &c., wbich confession and retractation
was to the general satisfaction of the town. But the said
Sprague hath since retracted his former confession and
repentance, and manifests a disposition unfriendly to Amer-
ica, as it appears to us by the enclosed depositions; and the
said Samuel did, before tbe Committee, on the 7th of June
last, declare .that he was not convinced of tbe justice of the
cause of the Colonies, and that h~ utterly refused to takeup

48
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arms, or be any ways personally active in the defence of the
common cause of the Colonies.

By order of the Committee,&c., .
ISRAEL SNOW, Chmrman.

Rochester, September 9, 1776.

To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

I, the subscriber, do testify and declare that I lately
heard Samuel Sprague, Esq., say, in his own house, he was
sorry that he signed a retrac.ti~n of the Addres~ to Gover-
nour Hutchinson, and that, If It were to do agam, he should
not do it. STEPHEN BARDEN.

Rochester, June 21, 1776.

PLYMOUTH,ss., June 21,1776:
The above-named Stephen Bardin appeared and made

oath that the above deposition is the truth.
Sworn before DAVID WING, Justice of Peace.

I, the subscriher, testify and declare that, in conversation
with Mr. Samuel Sprague, I heard him declare that he did
believe the Quebeck bill complained of to be just, and was
enacted to fi.Jlfilla former contract. J AMESCOWING.

Rochester, June the 21, 1776.

I, the subscriber, heard Samuel Sprague say, in regard to
his signing a recantor for addressing Governour Hutchinson,
he did that which was wrong, and that he did it for to save
his life, and, had it been in matters of religion, he looked on
it he oughtto resist even to bloodshed. JOHN BURGES.

Rochester, June 21, 1776.

PI.YMOUTH,ss., June 21, 1776: .

The above-named John Burges appeared and made oath
that the above deposition by him subscribed is the truth.

Sworn before DAVIDWING,Justice of Peace.

I, the subscriber, being called upon by the Committee of
Correspondence for the town of Rochester to declare what
I heard Samuel Sprague say relative to the Quebeck bill,
do testify and declare that the said Samuel did, in my bear-
ing, plead up for and justify the said bill, as being just and
equitable, and nothing more than a ratification of a former
treaty, and that he could see no ill consequences attending
the same. JABEZ COTTLE.

Rochester , June the21st, 1776.

PLYMOUTH,ss., June 21, 1776:
The within-named Jabez Cottle appeared and made oath

that the within deposition, by him subscribed, is the truth~
Sworn before DAVID WING, Justice oj Peace.

PETITION OF DAVID KEMP.

State of the MASSACHUSi:TTS-BAY:
To the honourable the Coundl and House of Representa-

tives of this State in General Court asgembledat WATER-
~OWN,SEPTEMBER, 1776:

The Petition of DAVIDKEMP,of GROTON,in the County
of MIDDLESEX,humbly showeth:

That your petitioner's son, David Kemp, Jun., a minor,
under the age of twenty-one years, inlisted himself into his
country's service in April, 1775, in Captain Joshua Parker's
Company, in Colonel William Prescott's Regiment, and
served there as a private until the 17th of June, 1775, and
was in the battle at Bunker-Hill; was there taken captive
and c-arriedinto Boston, and remained there till theRritish
troops left Boston last March, at which timehe was carried
off with them to Halifax, and there remained a prisoner with
Lieutenant Scott until the 13th of Jnne last, when ~mid
Scott came off. Your petitioner would represent to your
Honours that Captain Parker made up yom' petitioner's
son no longer than to the 17th 'of June, 1775, that your
petitioner has received no wages for his said son's service
but what Wasallowed in said Captain Parker's roll. Your
petitioner is poor and very needy; therefore desires your
Honours would take the subject-matter of this petition into
your wise consideration, and allow him the wages for his
son to this time, or such patt of the time as your Honours
shall think fit. And as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

DAVID KEMP.

This certifies, that Lieutenant Scott, of Peterboro, who
was taken prisoner by the King's troops on the 17th of
June, 17J5, married my wife's sister, and told me since his

return from Halifax that David Kemp, Jun., of Groton,
was taken prisoner with him at the same time and carried
to Boston, and there confined in gaol until the town wa~
evacuated, and then he and said Kemp were carried to Hali-
fax in irons, and confined in the gaol there until he broke
out, that he parted with said Kemp, but was informed QYa
deserter that they had retaken said Kemp, and carried him
back to the gaol agam; said Lieutenant Scott said also that
he had heard the same about said Kemp from divers other
persons. ISAAC WOODS.

Groton, September 9, 1776. .

David Kemp, son of David Kemp and Hannah his wife,
was bomat GrQton, January 25, 1158.

A true copy from the Town book, page 119.
Attest: OLIVERPRESCOTT,Town Clerk.
The Committee on the within Petition beg leaveto repott

that the petitioner have leave to withdraw said Petition.

Resolve for "thepayment of Captain DODGE'SRoll; passed
SE,PTE)1BER9. 1176.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
}1ublick Treasury of this State to Captain Isaac Dodge, or
his order, the sum of £22 4s. lOd., for the use of himself
officers, and men, (who were employed in the Continental
service,) in full discharge of his roll.

Resolve for furni.~hing CALEB TURNER'SCQmpany with
Powder, Sfc.; passed SEPTEMBER9, 1176.

.

Resolved, That the Commissary-Generol be and hereby
is directed to deliver to Caleb Turner, fifty weight of Gun-
powder, one hundred weight of leaden Ball, and one hun-
dred and fifty Flints, for the use of his Company, he to be
accountable to this Court for the same.

Resol1Je for paying MosEs HARRINGTON£2 15s.; passed
SEPTE)1BER 9, 1716.

Resolt,ed, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this State the sum of £2 15s., to Moses Han'ington, in
full discharge for the loss of his son's Gun, as set forth in
said Petition.

Resolve for paying the heirs of OBADIAH ADAMS£ 1 16.;
passed SEPTEMBER9, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea~tr5'
of this State the sum of £ 1 16s., unto the heirs of Oba-
diah Adams, deceased, in full discharge for the loss of a
Gun broken to pieces by a cannon-ball fl'Om the enemy on
Dorchester Hill, the 10th of March, 1176.

Resolve for paying Mileage to the Militia called in to the
Heights of DORCHESTER;passed SEPTEMBER9, 1776.

Resolved, That such part of Militia of this State a'~
marched to the Heights of Dorihesterby order of Council,
(for the defence thereof,) made in the last recess of the Gen-
eral Court, be paid their mileage out of the Colony treasury,
at the rate of one penny a mile for the respective distances
which they have travelled to the said place of rendezvous;
the rolls or abstracts thereof to be made up by the respec-
tive Captains, and paid to the said Captains severally for
the use of themselves and the men under their command;
the said mileage I'OlIsto be paid by warrant from the Coun-
cil, after they have been examined by the Committee of
both Houses that is or may be appointed for that purpose.

And it is further Resolved, That the commissions of the
several officers that have been appointed by the Council for
that service, shall be as valid to all intents and purposes as
though the said officers had been previously elected by the
wbole General Court.

Resolve for paying £37 Is., to SAMUELSTOCKBRIDGE;
passed SEPTEMBER9, 1176.

. On the Petition of Samuel Stockbridge,
Resolved, Tbat tb,erebe paid out of the pubJick Tl'easlll'Y

of tbis State, £37 Is., to the petitioner in full for billeting
fifty-seven men three weeks, which, togetber with the mile-.
age, makes up the five shillings per week.
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Resalve far the delivery af Pawder to. THOMAS MELVILL;
passed SEPTEMI!ER9, 1776-

On the Petition of Thamas Melvill,
Resalved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is

hereby directed to deliver out of the store belonging to this
State, or order the same to be delivered at the Powder-
Mil1 in Staughtan, five hundred pounds of Gunpowder, to
Thamas Melvill, he the said Melvill paying six shillings per
pound to the said Commissary for the same. The Com-
missary-General to be accountable for the money so re-
ceived.

Resalve far the sale af Pawder to. JONATHAN HOI!BY;
passed SEPTEMBER9, 1776.

On the Petition of Janathan Hobby,
Resalved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is

hereby directed to deliver out of the store belonging to this
State, or order the same to be delivered at the Powder-Mill
in Andaver, four hundred pounds of Gunpowder to Ja'(La-
than Habby, he the said Habby paying six shillings per
pound for the same. The Commissary-General to be ac-
countable for the mone)' so received.

Resalve an the Petitian af JOHN CODMAN; passed SEP-
TEMBER 9, 1776.

On the Petition of John, Cadman,
Resalved, That the Commissary-General of this f?tate

supply Jahn Cadman, with three hundred and fifty pounds
weight of Gunpowder for the use of the schooner Langdon,
at the Powder-Mill at $taughtan, the said Cadma,npaying
at the rate of six shillings per pound. The Commissary-
General to be accountable for the money so received.

Resolve a~ tM Petitian af JOSEPU S,PRAQUEand SAMUEL
WARD; passed SEPTEMBER 9, 1776.

On the Petition of Jaseph Sprague and Samuel Wqrd,
Resalved, That the Commissary-General Qf this State

supply Jaseph Sprague and Samuel Ward with sixty pounds
of Gunpowder, they paying after the rate of six shi]]ings per
pound for the same; the Commissary-General to be ac-
cQuntable for the money so received. The Commissary is
Qirected to de]jver the Powder to Jalm Pickering, Jun., Or
()rqer, for the use of the Petitioners.

Resolve an the Petition aflsAAc COLLUR ; passed SEP-
TEMBER9, 1776.

On the Petition of Isaac Callyer,
Resalved, That the Commissary-General of this State

supply Isaac Callyer with seven hundred pounds of Gun-
powder, at the Powder-Mill at Andaver, for the use of an
armed Vessel; the said Callyer to pay after the rate of six
shillings per pound. The Commissary-General to be ac-
countable for the money so received.

Resolve an the Petitian af JOHN WINTUROP, Jun.; passed
SEPTEMBER 9, 1776.

On the Petition of Jahn Winthrap, Jun.,
Resalved, That the Commissary-General of this State

supp1y Jahn Winthrap, Jun., with four hundred pounds of
Gunpo\Vde~, for the use or the Unian sloop-or-war, at the
Powder~l\'I1lI. a~ Andaver, the said T¥inthrop paying at tbe
rate of SIXshll1mgs per pound. The Commissary-General
to be accountable for the money so received.

Resalve an the Petitian af JAMES SWAN; passed SEPTEM-
BtR 9, 1776.

On the PetitioJl of J(1!m.cs Su;ap"
Resalved, That the Commissary-Generalof tbis State

supply James Swqn with thirty hundred pounds of Gun-
powd~r, at the. Powder-Mill at Staughtan, for the use of
the pnvateer ship named the Bastan, the said James Swan
paying at the rate of six shillings per pound. The Commis-
sary-General to be accountable for the money so received.

PETI'J'IO~ OF THOMAS HARRIS.

To. the hanaurable the Cauncil and the hanaurable the
Hause af Representatives far the State aftke MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY,in General Caurt assembled at W.ATERTOWN
SEPTEMBER9, 1776: '

The Petitian af THOMAS HARRIS, af BOSTON, in th,e
Caunty af SUFFOI.K, in behalf af himself and athers,
awners afth~ &:hoQner AMERICA, naw lying at N EW-
MEADOWS,humbly shaweth;
That your petitioners are preparing the said schooner

for a privateer, to cruise against the enemies of the UniteiJ
American Stqtes, but nnd it impossible to purchase powder
sufficient for the purpose of priva,te personS. They would
therefore humbly pray that your Honours w:ouJd give orders
that they ma.yreceive out of tb.epublick magazine of tbis
State seven hundred pOQnds weight of gunpowder, (or th,e
purpose aforesaid, tbey paying the customary price for the
same.

And your petition.ers, as in duty bound, shan ever pray,
&c. THmIAs HARRIS,

PETITION OJ\' NATUA,NIEL LEECU,

State af MASSACUUSETTS-BAY: .

To the hanaurable Cauncil now sitting in WATERTOWN.
The Petitian afNATHANIEL LEECU, and athers,afMAR-

Br,EHEAD, in the Caunty afEssEx, humbly showeth;
That your petitioner and others, owners of the sloop

called the Pally, burthen about ninety-three tons, armed
with twel.ve carriage-guns, eighteen swivel-guns, and thirty
muskets, navigated by one hundred men, Nathaniel Leech
Commander, Jahn Dixey Second Lieutenant, Isaac Co.I.., .
yar First Lieutenant, Samuel Green Master, all of ]}Iar-
blehead, has on board as provisions eighty barrels of beef
and pork, ten thousand weight of bread, and other stores
in proportion. Said sloop is designed to cruise aO"ainst the
enemies of these United States.

b

Your petitioner would therefore humbly pray your Hon-
O\1rsto commission the said sloop and Commander for the
purpose before mentioned.

And yoUI'petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
NATUANIEL LEECH & Co.

In Council, September 10, 1776.
Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issued out to

the above-mentioned Nathan'iel Leech, aO"reeableto the
prayer of the petition, he complying with°the resolves of
Congress. JOIJNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

:P:WfI:rION OF JJ!:J:>£DlAU P~E"QL£, JU~.

To. the hanaurable Cauncil and to. the hanaurable Hause af
Representatives, in General Court assembled at W ATER-
TOWN,in the State af the l\'lASSACHUSETTS-BAY,SEP-
TEMBER10, 1176.

The Petitian af JEDEDIAH PREBLE, Jun., and JEREMIAU
COLBOURN, af PENOBSCOT, in behalf af themselves and
inhabitants adjacent, humbly shaweth;
That your petitioners, being inhabitants up the river of

Pena~$cot, and near adjacent to the In,dian settlements, and
are dally exposed to the enemy, and none but Indians to trust
to. That your. petitioners imagine they are not fit to b'e
trm;ted alon.e, wl~hout some of our guards with them, which
causes the mhabltants to be very uneasy for fear their set-
dements may be broke up. That your petitioners pray your
Honours would order some guards there to be connected
with the Indians, in order to keep them f:omjoinjng against
us, as they are no ways to be trusted alone, would canse us
to dwell much more at ease among us, and much -less in
fear of the~. Th~t your petitionet.~ pray your Honours
would ~onslder theIr danger, and relieve them, as in your
great wisdom see meet. And youI' petitioners, as in duty
bound, sh,all ever pray. J PEDEDIAH REBLE, Jun.,

JER£MIA:a COL~()RN.

PETI'J,'ION Oi' SHUBA,Ji:L C,OTTLE.

To. the hanaurable Cauncil and Hause af Representatives far
the State af the MASSACHUSE'J'TS-BAY:

SHU~AEL COTTLE, a member of this Hause, and Represent-
atwe afthe Tawn afTIsBURY, in DUKES Caunty, in the
behalfaf NATHAN S~n.TU, C~Jptai,,!of the First Campany
af sea-caast men, statwned zn smd TISBURY in DUKES
Caunty afaresaid, far the defence af the s~id Caunty,
mast humbly shaweth;
That from the encouragement given by these States to an

persons to ma~e captures of vessels belonging to the enemy
employed agamst the Umted States, as also by a resolve

.
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which passed the honourable Continental Congress on the
23d of ~Warch, in 1775, respecting such matters, your peti-
tioner begs leave to say that the above-said Captain Smith,
from a principle of serving his country, and stimulated with
the hopes of reward, he, with divers other persons belonging
to a sea-coast company stationed on the Is]and of Martha's
Vineyard, with some of the Mi]itia of the same place, with
three pilot-boats provided by said Smith and company, did,
on the 12th day of April last past, at the risk of their lives,
board, take, and bring into the port of Bedford, in this State,
a certain schooner called the Volante, of about sixty tons
burthen, laden with provisions and stores for the use of the
fleet and army employ~d against the United States of Ame-
rica, the said schooner then being a part of said fleet, and
tender to the Scarborough man-of-war, one Edward Marsh
master. Your petitioner at the time of the capture did humbly
conceive, after condemnation and deducting the charges inci-
dent thet'eto, that the vessel, cargo, and appurtenances, were
to be divided among the captors; but by a resolve which
passed the late General Assembly at their last session on
the 23d day of April, 1775, the State thereby taking two-
thirds of all such captures, and the other third to the use of
the captors, your petitioner humbly suggests that should
your Honours take any part of said capture by virtue of said
resol ve passed the 23d of April aforesaid to the use of this
State, that two-thirds is by far too great a )fart in the opin-
ion of your petitioner. Your petitioner, therefore, in the
behalf of said Captain Smith and company, humbly prays
tliat you would take the matter into your wise consideration;
and as the State were at no expense, nor suffered not any
risk for vessel's cannon, in making said capture, that your
Honours would. order the whole or such a part of said
schooner, cargo, and appurtenances, to the use of the cap-
tors as you in your great wisdom shall think proper. And
your petitioner, in duty bound, shall ever pray.

.
PETITION OF WILLIAM WHITING.

To the honourable Council and House of .Representatives
of the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in General Court
assembled:

Humbly showeth WILLIAM WHITING:
That the honourable Provincial Congress of the Colony or

State afiwesaid, in the beginning of the year 1775, so far took
the important matter of manufacturing saltpetre as to resolve
that fourteen pounds per hundred should be given for all that
should be manufactured in this Colony for a certain limited
time, at which time your petitioner observing the profound
ignorance which appeared in all ranks of people respecting
the nature of this manufacture, and being anxious for the
defence of his country against tyranny and vassalage, which
he saw little grounds to hope for without the help of this
important discovery, your petitioner then immediately set
himself with the greatest solicitude to investigate the same,
for which purpose he devoted himself in a great measure to
the procuring and perusing the various authors who had made
any mention of this manufacture, and in making experiments
on the same. Soon after, viz: in the beginning of ]tlay, in
the same year, your petitioner laid a short dissertation upon
this subject before the honourable Provincial Congress at
Watertown, showing the practicability of manufacturing salt-
petre in this country, and urging the Congress to a more
zealous am! efficient prosecution of the same; whereupon
the Congress appointed your petitioner a Committee, with
orders to repair to New- York, or elsewhere, in order, if pos-
sibJe, to acquire sufficient knowledge for the carrying on of
this important business; upon which YOUI'petitioner repaired
to New- York, and from thence to Philadelphia, and returned
through .Rhode-Island Colony; and although in this tour
your petitioner acquired several useful pieces of knowledge
relative to this business, so that on his return he was able to
produce some saltpetre, yet he found the true process far
from being investigated, though he found encouragement
!lnd was determined vigorously to pursue the same. This
being in August, and the honourable Assembly hearing of
a person in Connecticut who pretended great skill in salt-
petre-making, ordered your petitioner, after making some
experiments at ~Watertown, to repair to Windsor, in Connec-
ticut, which he did, and found the man so famed to be a vilB
impostor, as afterwards f.Jotorious]yappeared, though your pe-
titioner did not wholly lose his labour, having acquired some

additional knowledge from two persons who were endeavour-
ing to carryon the business, although they afterwards failed.
Your petitioner after his return from Connecticut continued
to make experiments at Watertown, with but ordinary suc-
cess, until November, when he was ordered again to Con-
necticut on the Assemb]y having received intelligence of some
new discoveries being made there in the process of saltpetre-
making; and from Connecticut yoUI' petitioner was ordered
to repair to Newbul/jport, there to join Deacon Baker, Cap-
tain Peck, and Mr. Fips, who were also of the Saltpetre
Committee, and there to pursue making experiments until
the 15th of December. Y our petitio~er again repair(~d to
Connecticut, but instead of finding encouragement, he found
the persons who had been famed t(jr carrying on this busi-
ness with success wholly discouraged and just quitting the
business, having worked one hundred and twenty cart-loads
of earth, and had procured seventy pounds of saltpetre only.
This ill-success of their'sshocked your petitioner with dis-
couragement and filJed his breast with the greatest anxiety,
being strongly impressed at that time with an opinion that
except a sufficient quantity of that important article of
defence could be procured among. ourselves our country
must be lost. 0 He was, however, so far from giving over
the pursuit, that he then determined either to make the
important discovery or spend hjs life in the cause. In his
long journey from Windsor to Newburyport, your petitioner,
with anxious days and sleep]ess nights, recollected and
considered every thing he had ever read, heard of, or expe-
rienced, relati\"e to this process, and by the time he arri ved
at Newburyport he was so happy as to have determin'ed
upon a method which in theol'y promised him certain success.
When your petitioner arrived at Newburyport he found his
worthy brethren of the Committee drooping and almost dis-
couraged. They had worked twelve or fifteen loads of
earth and had produced but six or eight pounds of saltpetre;
they had boiled down the liquor from about seventy bushels
of earth, which appeared very strong, but could get no salt-
petre from it. On a small quantity of this liquor your peti-
tioner made trial of his nf'W projected process, and in a short
time produced a proportionably large quantity of saltpetre
from it, to his very great satisfaction. He then repeated
the tria] on the remaining liquor, with equal success. He
then continued for several days making small experiments,
until be had reduced the process to a certain system; after
which he proceeded to model those works agreeable to his
new process, and tben went on to make about eight or ten
pounds a day for a number of days without the least diffi-
culty; after which your petitioner, ha ving been repeatedly
solicited, returned to .Rowley, where he, with some small con-
veniences, made fifty weight of saltpetre in five days; from
thence he retUrned to Tfatertown, where he was ordered to
publish his new process. Soon after which large quantities
of saltpetre was made in various parts of the Colony, to the
great satisfaction of every true patriot.

Your petitioner begs leave to say that in the foregoing
narration he has not arrogated to himself more of the credit
of this valuable discovery than wbat truth and justice war-
rants him to do; and although sundry persons have made
variaJions and improvements upon this process since its first
publication, yet all of them have been merely circumstan-
tial, and none of them essential.

And your petitioner begs leave further to inform your
Honours, that during th~ long time he was pmsuing this
important discovery, he was necessitated almost wholly to
neglect the business of his profession, the only means he has
had of supporting an bel pless and expensi ve fami]y; and
since he has been released from publick employment in this
business, much of his time has bee.n taken up in giving
instructions to people who have applied to him for that pur-
pose. Your petitioner also finds to his grief that great
numbers of his former customers have been obliged, in his
absence, to apply themselves to other physicians, and ba\'e
become so attached to them as not to return to him again,
in consequence of which his business as a physician is
greatly lessened. He could also demonstrate that the
wages he bas already received for those services, ha ve not
been more than sufficient to defray his own personal ex-
penses. From all which your petitioner is humbly of opinion
that the honourable Court will judge him entitled to some
greater reward, though he is sensible this is no rime for tbe
publick to lavish out its bounties in great rewards for ser-
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vices, and he is conscious that the ultimate end he had in
view was the salvation of his country. He would not,
however, suffer himself to be so far swallowed up in patri-
otism, as to incur St. Paul's anathema, viz: "He that pro-
vides not for his own household has denied the faith, and is
worse than an infidel."

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays that your Honours
would take this matter under your wise consideration, and
make him such further allowance for his services and suf-
ferings, as to your Honours shall seem meet. And, as he
ought, shall ever pray. WM. W HITlNG.

Watertown, September the 10, 1776,

Resolve for the sale of Powder to THOMASHARRIS;passed
SEPTEMBER 10, 1776.

On the Petition of Thomas Harris,
Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is

hereby directed to deliver out of the store of this State, or
order the same to be delivered out of the Powder-Mill in
Andover, five hundred pounds of Gunpowder to Thomas
Harris, he, the said Harris, paying six shil1ings per pound
for the same to the Commissary-General. He, the said
Commissary, to be accountable for the money so received.

Resolve for supplying Doctor WATTS with Medicines, Sfc.;
passed SEPTEMBER 10, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid to Doctor Edward Watts,
out, of the Treasury of this State, the sum of eighteen pounds,
to purchase Medicines for the benefit of the sea-coast men
stationed at Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland; he,
the said Doctor Watts forthwith to lodge an account of the
expenditure of said money in the Secretary's office, therein
setting forth the quantity and price of each medicine seve-
rally, and account with this Court for the same whenever
calied upon therefor.

And it is further Resolved, That the aforesaid Doctor
Watts be allowed at the rate of six pounds per month as a
Surgeon for the aforesaid sea-coast men, until the last day
of December next, unless sooner duly discharged by order of
this Court.

Sundry Resolves for paying 1Jfilitia, raising lJ'Ien, Sfc.,
passed in consequence of a message from the Council,
SEPTEMBER 10, 1776.

Resolved, That the guard which did duty at Hull last
winter, be paid wages and bil1eting, agreeable to establish-
ment made for the men raised in this State for the defence
of the sea-coast.

.

Resolved, That three Companies of fifty men, each, in-
cluding officers, be iaised to augment the Regiment of Artil-
lery, now under the command of Colonel Crafts.

Resolved, That the Militia which have been called in to
duty since lJ'Iarch last, (excepting those lately called in on
the Continental establishment ,) be Paid warres and billetinrr;:"> b'
agreeable to establishment made for the Rerriments under, to

the command of the Colonels Whttney and Marshall.
Resolved, That there be paid to the Hon. Benjamin Lin-

coln, Esq., the sum of twenty-one pounds per month, for
the time he served as a General Officer by appointment of
the honourable Council of this State.

.And it is f.urther Resolved, That some person be ap-
pointed by thIs Court to take the command of the troops in
the pay of this State.

Resolved, That Governour Cooke's Letter, his answer to
Lord Flowe, together with Lord Howe's Letter and Decla-
ration which accompanied the message, be referred back to
the honourable Board.

Resolve for the delivery of an Iron Cannon to JOSEPH
HOMAN,Sfc., of MARBLEHEAD;passed SEPTEMBER 10
1776. '
Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is

hereby directed to deliver to Joseph Hornan, John Gallison
and Isaac Collyer, or either of them, or their order on~
piece of Iron Cannon, a four-pounder, which was take; from
Marblehead the last year, for the use of this State if it is to. .'
be found; but If not to be found, then to deliver to the
persons aforesaid, any other Cannon of the same dimensions
if such there be. '

Resolve respecting Deserters from the Northern Army;. passed SEPTE:r.ffiER10, 1776.

Resolved,. That the several Returns of Colonel Patterson,
Colonel Bond, Colonel Greaton, and Colonel Porter's
Regiments, describing the several persons Deserters from
each of said Reg~ments, with this resolve, be printed and
sent to the Committees of Correspondence, Inspection and
Safety of each town in this State. And the said Commit-
tees are directed to make a strict search and inquiry after
such Deserters as described in said Returns' and npon
finding any of said Deserters, to take care anci' secur~ them
in the co~mon Gaol of the ~ounty, in order that they may
be forthwIth returned to their several Regiments. And the
Committees aforesaid are enjoined to take special care and
us~ their best endeavours to take up, and confine as ~fore-
smd, any other person or persons who have inlisted into
the publick service, that have or may hereafter leave the
Army, or tbe Regiments to which tbey belong, before the
time ,of their inlistment is out, unless they can show a regu-
lar discharge or furlough from his or their superiour officer.
And the said Committees are enjoined to make returns of
th~ir doings h£Jreon, as soon as may be, to the Secretary of
t?IS State. And all necessary charges attending the secu-
rl~g such Deserters, shall be paid out of the Treasury of
thIs State, and ~hall be deducted out of the said Deserters'
wages.

Resolve for raising one-fifth part of the Militia of this
State, to reinforce the Army at N EW- YORK' passed
SEPTEMBER 10, 1776. '
Whereas it has been represented to the General Court

of this State; by the honourable the Governour of the State
of Connecticut, that it is of the utmost importance to the
United States of America to have a large body of troops
stat!o.ned abo;e the. Island of New- Y?rk~ to prevent the
Bnttsh Army s cuttmg off the commUnIcation between the
American Army at the City and Island of New- York, and
the country. And whereas the honourable ConO'ress in
consequence of an application made to them hy hi~ Ex~el-
lency General Washington, in the present critical state of
our affairs, have since called upon the Government in the
most pressing terms, immediately to send all the aid in our
~ower to the Army at New- York; this Court, being sen- '
sible ~hat the safety, fi'eedom, and future happiness of
Amerzca depend upon, and pressingly demand, a vigoul'Ol1s
a~d manly ma,nagement ?f this campaign, and well consid-
ermg that, whIle all that IS dear to this people is at stake,
they should be chargeable with great remissness if they did
no.t e~xercise th~ powers, with wh~ch t,h~y are vested by
this ,:State for It,S salvatIon, af this cntlcal moment, by
sendmg s~ch reinforcement to the Army at New- York
as the eXJgency of the case requires. And whereas the
Militia of tbi~ State within the Counties of York, Cumber-
l~nd, and Lmcoln, are too remote to march to the timely
aid of the Army; and whereas tbe situation of the Coun-
ties of Nantucket "and Dukes County, the towns of Bos-
ton, Dartmonth, Plymouth, Salem, lJ'larblehead, Gloucester,
Manchester, Beverly, and Newburyport, render it unfit for

~n'y part of the Militia to be drafted from them at present,
It IS

Resolved, That one~fifth part of the Militia of this State
not now in actual service, by sea or land, excepting thos~

o~
the ~owns and countIes above named, be ordered, by

t e major part of the Council, to march immediately
unde~ the command of such General officer as shall b~
appoln:ed by the General Court, and commissioned by the
Council, to command them, to remain and continue in the
service within the four New-England Governments, the
State of New- York, or the Jerseys, until they are recalled
by th~ General Court. of this State, the House of Repre-
sentatl~es, or the majOr palt of the Council, under such
regu~atlOns, and upon such establishment, as i~ hereinafter
provided,

And that the said fifth part of said Militia may march
without delay, it is

Resolved, That the major part of the Council make out
~heir .order in writ,ing to ,Major-General T¥arren, command-
mg hll11 that ?e Immediately order the Brigadiers of the
several <?ounl]~S of Suffolk, Essex, lJ'Iiddlesex, Worcester,
Hampshtre, Pltmputh, Barnstable, Bristol, and Berkshire
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to cause the Militia, as well of the Alarm List, as Training
Band of their respective Brigades, to be mustel'ed without
delay, excepting those in the towns above e1!:cepted; and
that they cause to be drafted therefrom, when so mustered,
e.very fifth able~bodi!Jdman of the non-commissioned offi-
cers and private soldiers, under fifty years of age, except the
officers and students of Harvard College, grammar-school
masters, and persons necessarily employed in the manufac-
ture of gunpowder, not exceeding four to each powder-mill,
apd armed with a goodfirelock,bullet-pouch,and powder-
born, or cartridge-box, a bayonet, cutlass, or hatchet, and
twenty bullets fitted to thei.r gun, with a k.napsack and
blanket, to march to the reinforcement of t,he Army ai3
aforesaid; and that they form those SOdrafted into Compa-
nies of s.ixty-four men each, including non-commissioned
QfficefS,or as nigh thereto as they convliJnient}ycan; ~nd
that the said Brigades, from the officers Qf their respective
Brigades, order one Captain .and two ~ielJtenant$ to ta~e
t.he command of each ()f said Companies; and that sald_
BrilTadiers shall form such Companies as are raised and
drafted from their respective Brigades, not amounting to
sixteen, into One Regiment; and where they do arnolJIl,ttQ
that number of Companies or upwards, ioto two; and, to
each Regiment so formed, assign or order from the field-
officers of such Brigade, one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Col-
onel, and one Major, to command sai~ ~egiments; and the
officers of said detachment of the Militia drafted as afore-
said, shall have, while in said service, the same relative
rank with ead:!'otber as they nOWhave.

And it is further Resolved, That if ~nr person of the
Alarm List or Train Band, non-commissioned officer or
soldier, shall, after being duly warned the:ero, neglect .to
appear upon such muster designed for draftmg as aforesaid,
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds, one half
thereof to the use of this State, and the other half to the
persoo who shall sue for the same, by action of debt, in any
court proper to try the same. And if any person so drafted
shall refuse to march upon beiog ordered thereto, not having
a sufficient excuse therefor, and shall not procure some
able-bodied aod effective mal) to go in his stead, or shall
absent or conceal himself, so that his officercannot find him
to give him marching orders, he shall, for either of the said
offences, pay a fine not exceeding tim pounds, or ?e co.m-
.nitted to prison not exceeding two months, upon his bemg
convicted thereof, on indictment or presentment therefor by
the Grand Jury for the Couuty where the ofii:mceshall be
committed, before any Court proper to try the same, whose
duty it shall be to make a presentment there~f.

And it is likewise Resolved, That the said detachment
QfMilitia shall, while out of this Government, be under the
general command of the Commander-in-Chief of the Conti-
nental Army, and shall be under the laws and regulations
provided by-the Congress for said Army.

And it zsfurther Resolved, That the pay and allowance
of provision for said detachment shall be every way ~be
sam_eas that allowed the Continental Arroy.

And it is likewise Resolved, That the Selectmen of each
town from whence any part of said detachmeot shaH be
drafted, shall be, and hereby are directed. and empowered
to procure as many teams or other conveyaOces within their
respective towns, as shall be sufficieot to carry the baggage
of the said fifth part of the Militia, to Fairfield, in Connect-
icut, in the most expeditious maOner. And the said Select-
men are also directed to furnish said men with kettles and
canteens, and also to pay each man oOe penny for each
mile from the place they march from to the place of their
destination, to support themselves, aod to reodel' an accOUnt
of those expenditures to the General Court for allowance
and payment.

And it is also Resolved, That the Brigadier of each
County shall appoint one Chaplain, one Surgeon and Mate,
one Adjutant,

.

aod one Quartermaster, to each Regimer\t
that shall be so drafted from his Brigade; and the General
Qfficer appointed to command the detachment shall appoint
a Brigade-Major to each Brigade.

And it is also Resolved, That each Brigadier-General,
as soon as the men are drafted and formed into Companies,
be, and herehy is directed to order them to march to Horse-
neck, subject, however, to such further orders as they may
receive from the General Court of this State, the House of
Representatives, or the major part of the Council, or the

orders of the Geoeral and Commander-in-Chief of the Con-
tinental Army.

And it is Resolved, That in the absence of any Briga-
dier of any County, the next officer iu_command in said
Brigade shall be held to do the duty assigned to. the Briga-
dier, and shall be obeyed accordingly.

An,d it is also Resolved, That the Commissary-General
of this State be, and hereby is directed to send forward
immediately to New-Haven, such quantities of aoorn.uI)hion.
as this Court shall order.

PETITION OF ETHAN COMPSTOCK;.

To the honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives of the State of l\'!ASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in NBW-
ENGLAND.

.

The Petition of ETHAN CO(llPSTOCK,Second Li!;utenant in
the DILIGENT schooner-ol-war, CaptainJoHr~ LAM.BERT,
Commander, and JOSJWA W1NG, Master of said sd!()oner,
humbly showeth :
'rhat your petitioners. ha VI;)been ip the service of the

State nearly six months, have m!lde several cruises, but all
of them unsuccessful, by which they have UQt been able to
supply themselves with any of the necessaries of life, and
your petitioners are now reduced to such a situation (not
having as yet received any wages) as obliges them to pe-
tition YOUl'Honours for some reliet

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray,
&c. ETHAN COMPSTOCK,

JOSHUA WING.
Boston, September 11, 1776.

Resolve for paying SAMUBLFREEMAN,Esq., Clerk of the I
House, £120; passed SEPTEMBBR11, 1775.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
Treasury of this State to SamuelFreeman,Esq., the sum
of £, 120, for his services as Clerk to the House of Repre-
sentatives the la$t year, and to enable him to satisfy otneI'5
who may have as~jsted in.said service, or officiated as Clerk
in his stead during that time, and the. further ~Umof £, 19
lOs., paid by him to sundry persons for copying resolves,
&c., by which means the said Clerk was better enabled to
carryon the bu:>inessof his said.office.

Resolve for paying WBMYSSORROCK £100; passed SBP-
TBMJ,JBRIl, 1776.

On the Petition of Wemyss Orrock,
Resolved, That Edward Pope, Esq., the Colony Agent

at Dartmouth, be, and he is hereby empowered and directed
to pay to the petitioner £, 100, out of the Colony's part of
the ship and cargo, of which the petit100er was late master,
if so much there be belonging to this State; if not, whatever
is the Colony's proportion of said expense. .

Resolve for procuring Couriers; passed SEPTEMBBR 11,
1776.

Whereas it is of the utmost importance that at this criti-
cal situation of our publick and military affairs the most
early intelligence should be obtained from the several quar-
ters where our Troops are employed: Therefore,

Resolved, That Brigadier Palmer, Captain Brown, of
Watertown, and Major Osgood, be, and hereby are ap-
pointed a committee to engage suitable persons as Couriers
fOl' this service, upon such terms as theyshaU judge proper.

MBMOJUAL QF JQ«N .rONB.S,

To the honourable Council and honou,rablcHl)use of Repre-
sentatives of the State of the MAsSACHUSBTTS-BAY,in
General Court assembled:

The ltlemorial of JOHN J ONBS,in behalf of the Committee
of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, of the Town
Qf HOPKINTON, hwnblij showeth:

That on the 24th day of June last, the Sheriff of the
County of ltliddlesex did order to the said Committee of
the Town of Hopkinton, seven officer~_on parole, aod four,
waiters as prisoners, to be supported by said town; that said
Committee have already expended a very considerable Sl,JQ1

of money in their support, and are not in a capacity to s.up-
port them any longer, unless they can be reimbursed thei.r
past expenses. Therefore prays your Honours would takQ
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their case mto your consideration, and grant them such re-
lease as you shall direct. And your petitioner, as in duty
boObd, shall ever pray. J JOHN ONES,

In behalf of the Committee of Hopkinton.
Watertown, "September 12, 1776.

MEMORIAL O~ .JEREMIAH COLBURN.

To the honourable Council and to the honourable House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled at W ATER-
TOWN,in the State of the MASSACHUSETTS..;BAY,the 12th

. day of SEPTEMBER,Anno Domini 1176.
The MemQrial of JEREM1AHCOLBURN,of PENonSCOT,

7mmblyshaweth:
That your memorialist would inform your Honours upon

your appointing twenty men, together with ten Indians, as
a guard at Penobscot, under thecommancl of Lieutenant
Andrew Gilman and myself, that your memorialist wqqld
be glad to know if your Honours would order some subsist-
ence and ammunition for the said thirty men by your me-
morialist, as he is bound home on his duty. And your
memorialist, as in duty bound, shaIJ ever pray, &c.

JEREMIAH COLBURN.

Resolve appointing RICHARD DERBY, Jun., Esq., to lay
claim to the Ship LORD DARTMOUTH; passed SEPTEMBER
12, 1776.
Whereas the ship named Lord Dartmouth, lying in Dan-

"ers, is libelled in the Maritime Court for the Middle Dis-
trict, by Bartholomew Putnam and AndreI{! Cabot; and
whereas this Court apprehend that as said vessel was owned
in Great Britain, she properly belongs to this State:

Therefore, Resolved, Tbat the Honourable Richard
Derby, Jun., Esq., be, and he is hereby appointed agent in
be11alfof this State, to put in and defend their claim to final
judgment; and if the same shall be adjudged to this State,
that he take possession thereof till the further order of this
Court.

Resolve relative to the purchasing Cannon of..the Town of
NEWBURy-PORT; passed SEPTEMBER 12, 1776.

Whereas, the town of Newbury-Port have offered to sell
to this State five pieces of Cannon, nine-pounders, at the
rate of five pounds per hundred weight, and the carriages
belonging to the same at the prime cost; and as it is appre-
hended the same may be of great use to this State for its
defence:

-Therefore, Resolved, That Brigadier Palmer be a Com-
mittee for purchasing the same.

Resolve for placing a Guard of thirty 1Jlen on PENOB-
SCOTRiver; passed SEPTEMBER12, 1776.

Resolved, That a guard of thirty men, ten of them to be
Indians, be placed on Penobscot River, under the direction
of Andrew Gilman, and that there be appointed by this
Court to command them, one Lieutenant and one Ensign,
and to be on the same establishment with the men raised
for the defence of the sea-coast.

Resolve relative to Vouchers of Accounts against the Con-
tinent; passed SEPTE~mER 12, 1776.

Whereas many Vouchers are 10dged in the hands of the
Treasurer of this State, and in the Secretary's office, that
may be necessary to be produced to prove the several arti-
cles of charge to be transmitted to the Continental Congress
by this State, which the Treasurer and Secretary may not
think they can with propriety deliver out of their possession
without the express directions of this Court: Therefore,

Resolved, That the Treasurer and Secretary be, and they
hereby are severally directed to deliver unto William Story,
Henry Hill, and Joseph Henderson, a Committee appointed
to prepare the accounts of charges and expenses incurred
by this State in the defence of American liberty, to be
u'ansmitted to the honourable the Continental Congress,
they, the said Committee, making out an account of the
amount of the sums, supported by the several vouchers and
their date, and the names of the persons to whom any sums
as aforesaid have been paid, and giving a receipt for the
,Touchers they shall receive, which receipt of said Com-

mittee shall be held good and effectual to discharge the
Treasurer and the Secretary in as full and ample manner
and sort as though the vouchers had not been delivered as
aforesaid.

Resolve for SIpplying MARTHA'SVINEYARDwith three
Cannon; passed SEPTEMBER12, 1776.

,Resolved, That the Commissary-General 'be, and he
hereby is directed to deliver to Joseph 1Jlayhew, Esq., or
orrler, proper apparatus for the three Cannon ordered to
ltlartha1s Vineyard, he, the said Joseph Mayhew, Esq., to be,
accountable to ihis Court for the same.

Resolve permitting Captain BARBER'S&hooner to come to
the Port of BOSTON;passed SEPTEMBER12, 1776.

Resolved, That Captain John Barber be permitted to
bring his Schooner with her cargo, from Cape Ann to the
Port of Boston, he taking due precaution to prevent said
Schooner and cargo falling into the hands of the enemy.

PETITION OF ISAAC SNOW.

To the honourable Council sitting at WATERTOWN,in the
State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,SEPTEMBER the thir-
teenth day, Anno Domini 1776.

The Petition of ISAACSNow,of HARPSWELL,in the County
of CUMBERLAND,humbly showcth:

That your petitioner has the command of a private
schooner I)f war called the America, of ninety-eight tons
burthen, mounting ten carriage-guns, eight of ""hich are
four-pounders, and two three pounders; eighteen swivel-
guns, five hundred weight of powder, fifteen hundred weight
of shot, thitty":fivebarrels pork and beef, six thousand weight
of bread, belonging to Aaron Hinckley, Esq., of Bruns-
wick, James Me Cobb, Esq., of George- Town, Nathaniel
Purrington, Esq., and Messrs. John Snow, Joseph Lins'cOtt,
Henry Merritt, Elisha Snow, and Isaac Snow, your peti-
tioner, of Harpswell, in the County of Oumberland, in the
State aforesaid; whereof Isaac Snow, of Harpswell, afore-
said, is Commander, and Benjamin Lemmount, of George-
Town, in the County of Lincoln, is Lieute'nant, with eighty
men.

Your petitioner prays your Honours would grant him a
commissionto cruise against the enemies of the United States
of America, and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall
every pray, &c. ISAACSNOW,

In behalf of himself and other owners.
In Council, September 13, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issued out
to the above-named Isaac Snow, as Commander of the
Schooner America, he complying with the resolves of the
Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

Mt'MORlAL OF '1':RO~IASCRAFTS.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the M A.SSA-,
CHUSETTS-BAY:

Some time in Jnne last a Scotch ship and brig were seen
in the Bay by the troops stationed at Hull, standing in for
the Light, anrl four privateers attacking them without any
probable hopes of success; on this, ordered one ei"hteen-
pounder to Point Alderton. In the dusk of the ;vening
the vessels were between said Point and tbe Fort on Hull;
we fired from the Fort on them; tbe brig stmck to us, and
sent her boat an shore. I sent in a claim for the vessels in
the name of the State, and in behalf of myself and regi-
ment, but recovered no part of the ship or brig. When the
Queen-of-E11gland was taken I had the same idea of the
matter as belore: that it was my duty to claim far the_
State as well as myself, accordingly gave directions to my
counsel. I was afterward, to' my great slll'Pl'ise, informed
that the ship was 110t libelled in the name of the State, and
that it was too late to correct this errour. But at my
request the Hon. Mr. Derby, agent for the State, had leave
to enter his claim, the time by la W for his doing it being
elapsed notwithstanding, for I had no disposition that the
Sta~ should be deprived of its just right in this vessel,
neither have I now any disposition to contend if the Council
are clearly of opinion that there ought to be a different
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disposition of said ship and cargo from that given by the
court and jury.

I beg your Honours would excu:;;e my troubling you with
this matter; and believe me to be, with the greatest respect,
gentlemen, your most humble servant,

THOS. CRAFTS.
SUFFOLK, ss:

At the Superiour Court of Judicature, &c., held at Brain-
tree, within and for the Connty of Suffolk, by adjournment,
on the second Tuesday of September, Anno Domini 1776,

In the case Benedict Eldridge, one of the claimants of.
ship Queen-ol-England, appellant, vs. CalebHopkins et aI.,
libellants, and Josiah Whitney, Thomas Crafts, and Thomas
Marshall et aI., other claimants of the same ship, cargo,
and appurtenances, appellees. The jury find that the said
ship Queen-ofEngland, was employed in carrying supplies
to the fleet and army employed against the United Colonies
or States of America, and being so employed, the said ship
was taken at the time when, in the libel, she is said to have
been taken, by the claimants Josiah Whitney, Thomas
Crafts, and Thomas ]}Iarshall, and the men under their
command, and Benedict Eldridge, the Pilot, and by them
brought into Boston, in the County of Suffolk, and that
one-fifth part of said ship, and appurtenances, and cargo,
be to the use of Benedict Eldrid$.~ and the remainder of
said prize to the use of Josiah Whitney, Thomas Crafts,
and the said men under their command.

JOHN ELLIS, Foreman.
Septembel' 13, 1776.-Judgment accordingly.

SAML. WINTHROP, Clerk.

Resolve directing the Commissary-General to send Amrnu-
nition to FAIRFIELD;passed SEPTEMBER13, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this State be
directed, as soon as may be, to send forward to Fairfield,
in the State of Connecticut, for the use of the Militia of this
State, this day ordered to be sent to New- York, five thou-
sand four hundred pounds weight of imported Gunpowder,
if such be in store; eleven thousand Gun Flints, and thirteen
reams of paper fit for Musket Cartridges, with thread proper
and sufficient for the same, and five thousand four hundred
pounds weight of leaden Balls of different sizes, there to
be distributed under the care of such person as shall be
appointed by the Commissary, in the following proportions,
viz: one pound of Gunpowder, two Flints, one sheet of
Cartridge Paper, and twenty Musket Balls to each man;
said person so appointed by the Commissary to be account-
able to this Court for the same.

Resolve to alter the Rigging, Sjc., of the TYRANNICIDE
from a Sloop to a Brig; passed SEPTEMBER13, 1776.
Resolved, That the Hon. Richard Derby, Jun., Esq.,

be directed as soon as may be, to alter the Spars and Rig-
ging of the Tyrannicide, from that of a Sloop to a Brigantine;
and to lay his account before this Court for examination
and allowance; and in order that this matter may be
effected expeditiously, the honourable Board are desired to

. issue their warrant on the Treasury, in favour of the said
Richard Derby, Jun., Esq., for such sum of money as they
judge may be necessary for the purpose aforesaid, the said
Derby being accountable therefor.

Resolve for ordering the ]}Ien drafted from Pr,YMOUTHand
BARNSTABLE Brigades to march to RHODE-IsLAND
instead of N EW-YORK; passed SEPTE~IBER 13, 1776.

Whereas the General Assembly of this State did, by their
resolve of the lQth instant, order and direct that one-fifth
part of the Militia, both of the Alarm and Train Band list,
not now in actual service, be drafted ii'om the said Militia
of the Counties of Suffolk, Essex, ]l;liddlesex,Hampshire,
Plymouth, Bristol, Barnstable, Worcester, and Berkshire,
some towns only excepted, to march to the aid of the Army
at New-York, in manner as is by said resolve directed;
and whereas the honourable the American Congress have
requested the Assembly of this State to send one llattalion
of the 1\1ilitia thereof to the State of Rhode-Island, to supply
the place of a Battalion in the service of the United States
ordered from thence to reinforce the Army at New- York:

It is therefore Resolved, That the men drafted from the

Brigades in the Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable in con-
sequence of the aforesaid resolve, be and hereby are ordered,
instead of marching to the aid of the Army at New- York, to
march to the State of Rhode-Island, to supply the place of
the Continental Battalion aforesaid, and the major part of the
Council of this State be and hereby are desired to make out
their orders in writing to Major-General Warren, command-
ing him immediately to order the Brigadiers of the said
Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable, as soon as their men
are drafted agreeable to the resolve aJoresaid, to form them
into Companies of sixty-four men each, includingnon-com-
missioned officers,and to officer them agreeable to the resolve
aforesaid, the whole to form into one Regiment, and to be
officered agreeable to said resolve, and to order them to
march to Rhode-Island for the purpose aforementioned, the
resolve aforesaid notwithstaooing. This Regiment to con-
tinue in tbe service until they are recalled by the General
Court of this State, the major part of the Council, or the
House of Representatives.

Resolve on the Petition of RICHARDMAYBERRY;passed
SEPTEMBER 13, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this State
be directed to deliver to Captain Richard :Mayberry, the
petitioner, seven effective Fire-Arms, for the purpose in his
Petition mentioned, he being accountable to this Court for
the same; and that he pay one dollar for the use of each of
said Fire-Arms, he being empowered to stop the same out
of the wages of those persons that may receive them.

Resolve for paying SOLOMONWOOD£Q 8s.; passed SEP-
TEMBER13, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trf;a-
sury of tbis State, to Solomon Wood, the sum of £2 8s.,
in full for the loss of his Gun at Bunker-Hill.

Resolve to furnish the Agent for building the Continental
Ships with Guns for one of them; passed SEPTEMBER
13, 1776,
Resolved, That this State will furnish the Agent for

building the Continental Ships at Newburyport with a suf-
ficient number of Guns for one of them, and afford him
every other assistance in their power in fitting out and man-
ning said Ship, provided lea\'e can be obtained from the
honourable Congress for said Vessel to cruise on this coast,
for the protection of the trade thereof; the Agent engaging
to reimburse all the expenses this State shall incur in the
fitting out and manning said Ship, and return said Guns
whenever said Ship shall be otherwise employed.

Resolve on the Petition of JAMESMCCOBB;passed SEP-
TEMBER13, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this State, the sum of £19 4s., or $64, as expressed in
the Petition, to James McCobb, Esquire, Chairman of the
Committee of Safety in the County of Lincoln, or his order,
for the use of Messrs. Pages and Parham, who performed
the services set forth in the Petition, in pursuance of an
agreem!'nt with the above Committee, at the rate of thirty-
two dollars per month, as appears by their testimonies before
a Magistrate in said County; which sum will be in full for
two months' wages on said tour to Canada.

Resolve on the Petition of the Selectmen of HARPSWELL;
passfd SEPTE~JBER 13, 1776.

Resolved, That the Treasurer and Receiver-General be
directed to payout of the publick Treasury of this State,
the sum of £8 6s. 8d., to William Sylvester and Anthon!/.
Combs, in full discharge of their account for furnishing
Blankets for seventeen soldiers inlisted in Captain James
Curtis's Company, within mentioned.

REPRESENTATION FROM COMMITTEE OF NEWBURYPOI1.T.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY:

The Committee 'of Correspondence, Inspection, and
Safp,ty, for the town of Newburyport, would beg leave to
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represent to your Honours that a Sub-Committee was ap-
pointed by tbem, to inspect all vessels arriving at or depart-
ing from this harbour, that the regulations of the honourable
Congress or of this State might not be violated; that while
on their duty on board the sloop Two-Frienr/s, (which was
some time past taken and brought into this place by Cap-
tains O'Brian and Lambert, and acquitted by a Court of
Admiralty held for this district,) William Hazen master,
bound fOl'St. John's, they were informed of two men that
were bound for Nova-Scotia in said sloop, and of whom it
was suspected that, if not prevented, they would be of real
damage to this State to let pass. Upon further inquiry, we
were satisfied as to the unfitness of their going, and pre-
vented them. It appeared they were to be 'Sent by Mr.
Epes Sargent, of Cape Ann, (the one being his son, and
the other a master of a vessel who had for some time past
been in his employ,) down to East Passage, where he had
a snow and he said a schooner or two lying, with consider-
able interest, we have reason to think has, for some
time past been employed in and under the protection of that
Government. By a letter from Mr. Epes Sargeant, which
was wrote directly upon his being frustrated in this plan, to
Captain Sayword, master of his snow there, and intercepted
just before the sloop sailed, fully can vinces us of the above
suggestions.

Weare induced to trouble your Honours with this infor-
mation, by a report that the said Mr. Sargeant did, on his
leaving this town, hire a two-mast boat in Ipswich, and
applied to a friend in Salem, who procured a commission
for_said boat; that she has actually sailed, it is supposed
directly for East Passage, and that his son is gone in her;
which your Honours will be pleased to act upon as shall in
your wisdom seem fit.

In behalf and per order of the Committee:
JONA. TITCOMB, Chairman pro tem.

Newburyport, 30 August, 1776.

In Council, September 14, 1775.

On the Representation from the Committee of Newbury-
port, relative to Epes Sargeant,

Read, and Ordered, That the said Epes Sargeant be noti-
fied to appear and make answer in Council, on Thursday,
the 26th day of September, instant, to such matters as are in
said Representation suggested to his prejudice; and that the
Secretary be directed to serve him, the said Epes Sargeant,
with a copy of said Representation and this Order thereon,
and also serve the Committee of the town of Newburyport
with a copy of the above Order, that they may appear if
they think proper. JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

Newburyport, August 16, 1776,

Captain JOSE!;'H SAYWORD:
SIR: I have only time to tell you that your family is

well, and that Heaven must direct you in your movements.
I can't get down. I beg you'd keep a good look out. I
can't say any more.

Your friend,
To Captain JQseph

Passage.

EpES SARGEANT.

SaywQrd, of snow Charles, at East

Resolve for supplying THOMASCRANE, Esq., with a large
Copper; passed SEPTEM1lER14, 1776.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to take care
of the Estates, in the tQwn of Boston, of persons who have
fled with our unnatmal enemies, be, and they hereby are,
directed to deliver to Thomas Crane, Esq., or his order, for
the use of the Powder-Mill at Stoughton, one large Copper
of said effects, which will contain thirty or forty gallons,
said Crane to be accountable to this Court for the same.

Resolve forbidding the sale of two Negroes brought in as
Prisoners; passp"d SEPTE~mER 14, 1776.

Whereas this Court is credibly informed that two Negro
men lately taken on the high seas, on board the sloop Han-
nibal, and brought into this State as prisoners, are advertised
to be sold at Salem the 17th instant, by publick auction:

Resolved, That all persons concerned with the said N e-
groes be, and they are hereby forbidden to sell them, or in
any manner to treat them otherwise than is already ordered
for the treatment of prisoners taken in like manner; and
if any sale of the said Negroes shall be made it is hereby
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declared null and void; and that whenever it shall appear
that any Negroes are taken on the high seas and brought as
prisoners into this State, tbey shall not be allowed to be
sold, nor treated any otherwise tban as prisoners are ordered
to be treated who are taken in like manner.

Resolve appointing Colonel SIMONSand others to execute in
the County of BERKSHIREthe Resolve for raising one-
fifth of the Militia; passed SEPTEMBER11, 1776.
Whereas it has been represented to this Court that there-

is now no Brigadier in the County of Berkshire, to pllt in
execution a late resolve of this Assembly for raising and
sending to New- York a fifth part of the Militia; and as
the first Colonel of the l\Jilitia there is now in the service
of the United States, and the other chief Colonel is sick,
and one Lieutenant-Colonel of the Militia there is also in
the said service: Therefore,

Resolved, Tbat ColonelSimons,of Williamstown,Colonel
Root, of Sheffield, and Deacon Curtis, of Stockbr~dge, be,
and they hereby are empowered and directed to execute
the late resolve of this Court above referred to, within tbe
County of Berkshire, in the same manner and observinO'
the same directions that are given to the BriO'adiersor com~
manding officers in the several Counties by ~aid resolve.

Additional Resolves for procuring Clothing for the Army;
passed SEPTEl\ffiER14, 1776.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Court
the Jast Session to purchase Clothing for the Continental
Army agreeable to a recommendation of Congress, be di-
rected to purchase as many suits of Clothes and Blankets
as they may be able to procure before the first day of
December next, and that the said Committee be directed to
make returns to this Court of their doings as soon as possible.

And further Resolved, That the fUI"thersum of thirteen
thousand Pounds be granted to the Same Committee for the
above purpose, each of them to be accountable to this Court
for that part of said sum they shall severally receive.

Resolve for supplying the Ship BOSTON'with Cannon;
passed SEPTEMBER14, 1776.

Whereas it is necessary in order that the Ship Boston,
J!ector MC.LYeilcommander, may be fi~tedout with all pos-
sl?le expedItIon, .that she should be Immediately supplied
with the Guns this Court has resolved, upon certain condi-
tions, to supply her with: Therefore,

Ordered, That the Committee for fortifying the Harbour
of Boston be, and hereby are directed to send forthwith, by
water, so many Cannon, nine-pounders, with carriaO'esand
other apparatus, from those in and about the town oOfBos-
tan, as shall be sufficient to arm said Ship, to the town of
Newbury-Port, to be there delivered to Captain Hector
~McNeil for the purpose aforesaid; and in case the whole
number of nine-pound Cannon above mentioned cannot be
obtained from those in and about Boston, then the said
Committee are empowered and directed to procure and send
to Newbury-Port, by water, so many as may be necessary to
make up the deficiency from the towns of Salem and ltIar-
blehead, and give them others in lieu of the same from those
in and about the town of Boston.

And further Ordered, That the Agent for buiJdinO'the
Continental ships at Newbury-Port, be furnished by thetown
of Newbury-Port, for the purpose before mentioned with the
five pieces of Cannon this State has lately purchas~d of said
town, and also with five other Cannon, nine-pounders
which the town of Newbury-Port has aO'reedto lend to thi~
State, with their carriages, &c.; the AgeOntagreeincr to rede-
liver all the Can~on, with their carriages and other appa-
ratus before mentioned, to the order of this State in case
leave cannot be obtained from the honourable Congress for
said vessel to cruise on this coast for the protection of the
trade of this State. And it is strongly recommended to said
Agent to be as expeditious as possible in fixing out said
Ship.

PETITION OF ROBERT CAMPBELL.

To the honourable Speaker and Gentlemen of the General
Court for the United State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
Permit your humble petitioner to lay before yonI' House a
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remonstrance setting forth a state of the circumstances that
has attended me since I came on shore at Cape Cod in
"ft'Iarchlast, and the treatment I have met with in not being
able till now even to get a line before you, where I only
could expect justice.

I laboured above four months endeavouring to get to Bos-
ton, which Colonel Cobb, one of the Cape members, is not
unacquainted with, and who knows I never acted as if I
intend to leave the place as an enemy, as it was every
day in my power before I came to this place; but as a tes-
timony of what I always professed, I had not the least
intentions of being concerned in bringing destruction on my
native land. Notwithstanding every convincing proof of.
my innocency, as soon as I arrived at Boston I was ordered
to gaol for want of bail, as I being a stranger, I could not
give, nor has any thing appeared since I have been here
against me. I beg the favour I may be admitted to come
into Court with astate of my grievances, not doubting from
the known wisdom of the House my liberty will be accel-
erated, and my private property and wearing apparel will
be returned me.

I beg to be excused in my manner of writing, as all the
table I have is the heels of iron boots to lay my paper on.

I am, with due respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, R COBERT AMPBELL.

Boston Gaol, the 16th of September, 1776.

MEMORIAL OF RICHARD ADAMS.

To the honourable Council and to the honourable House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled at W ATER-
TOWN,in the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,on the
16th day of SEPTEMBER, Anno Domini 1776.

The ~Iemorial of RICHARD ADAMS,of MADUNCOOK,in the
County of LINCOLN, humbly showeth:

That your memorialist would set forth to your Honours,
that, about the month of March last, there was, at the said
"ft'Iaduncook, a meeting, and chose assessors and collectol'to
assess and gather the taxes for the present year. That in
May last they called another meeting, and chose another
set of assessors and collector for the same purpose. That
the last of said assessors assessed and made the rates, and
delivered to the collector, who has gathered near one-half
of said taxes, and remitted it to the Hon. Henry Gardner,
Esq., Treasurer for said State, as may appear by said Treas-
urer's books. That your memorialist would further acquaint
your Honours that tbe first-chosen collectors are applying
for a warrant to collect the same over again; and those that
have- paid have paid the whole that they were assessed to
pay to the last-mentioned collector. That your memorialist
would pray YOUI'Honours to take this into your wise con-
sideration, and order therein what your Honours in your
great wisdom shall see meet. And your petitioner, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. RICHARD ADAMS.

-,
PETITION OF JULIANA JAMES.

To the honourable the Council and honourable the House
of Representatives of the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY:

The Petition of JUI.JANAJAMES, of BOSTON, Widow, hum-
bly shows:

That soon after the town of Boston was shllt up, she,
with great Difficulty, obtained passes for herself and child to
go out of town, but was prevented twice, and, finding she
could not get out, was obliged to submit to remain in town
until the British troops were about leaving the town, when
she was told that the town would certainly be set on fire,
which so terrified her, that she, with her child, took passage
on board a sloop, commanded by one Campbell, bound she
could not teJl where, which same sloop afterwards went
into Cape Cod, where your petitioner, with the rest of the
passen

.

gel'S on board, was carried on shore at a place called
.Provincetown. That your petitioner, with her child, has

remained there ever since, suffering much hardship and dis-
tress by reason that she could not be permitted to take
away with her the few articles of household stuff she car-
ried with her, without which she cannot support herself and
child. Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays your Hon-
ours would so far compassionate her case as to order that
her bedding and household furniture may be deli.vered her,

so that she may be enabled to get some support for herself
and child, as she has no other means than her own labour
to procure it. And, as in duty bound, she will pray, &c.

,

JULIANA JAMES.

SUFFOLK, ss.: BOSTON, September 14, 1776:
Juliana James personally appeared and made oath, that

the annexed schedule contains a just and true inventory of
the articles of household furniture now at Provincetown,
which she refers to in the foregoing petition, and claims as
her property. Cor. JOSEPH GARDNER, Just. Peace.

Account of the Household Furniture of JULIANAJAMES.

Eight maple chairs, one old packing desk, one square
table, one round ditto, one small Dutch look glass, one
pair small hand-irons, shovel and tongs, one pair bellows,
one dozen pewter plates, five dishes, one dozen cream-
colour plates, one pair brass candlesticks, two iron pots,
three iron skillets, one gridiron, two beds and bedstead, one
fry pan, one crane, and sundry small articles, together with
wearing apparel.

BENJA¥INLINCOLN,Esq., chosen to command the ]}lilitia;
SEPTEMBER16, 1776.

.

The House made choice, by ballot, of the Hon. Benja-
min Lincoln, Esq., to command the Militia ordered to be
raised by a resolve of Court, which passed the honourable
Board the 12th instant, to reinforce (he Army at New-
York.

Concurred by Council, September 16, 1776.

Resolve to continue Military Commissions in force until the
19th of JANUARY,1777; passed SEPTEMBER 16, 1776.

Whereas, in and by one act or law of this State, made in
the present year of the Christian era, for establishing the
style of Commissions, &c., and by one other act in addition
thereto, it is ordered that all Military Commissions issued
by the major part of the Council of this State before the
first day of Jltne, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
six, and bearing the date of the year of the reign of the
King of Great Britain, and not afterwards made conform-
able, as to the style and date, in the manner required by
said acts, before the nineteenth day of September, one thou- f

sand seven hundred and seventy-six, should on and after
said day become void, and of none effect: And as sundry
Military Officers of this State have neglected to get their
Commissions made to conform as afo(esaid, and it being
necessary, for the defence of this and the other United
States, that the whole Militia be constantly prepared and
properly organized for duty, and e.specially necessary at
this time to expedite the marching that part of the Mi]itia
now ordered for reinforcing the Army at New- York, and
defence of a neighbouring Government:

It is therefore Resolved, That all Military Commissions
now in force shall be and continue in full force and effect
on the same 19th day of September, and from thence to the
19th day of January next after, such Commissions not being
made to conform as aforesaid, notwithstanding.

Resolve for supplying the Town of F ALlIfOUTHwith Powder
and Cannon Balls; passed SEPTEMBER 16, 1776.

Resolved, That the Commissary be, and he hereby is di-
rect~d to deliver to the Hon. Jedediah Preble, Esq., or
qrder, fifteen hundred weight of Gunpowder, and the follow-
ing C,l11non Balls for the use of the town of Falmouth, viz :
tw~nty 32-pouode'rs, twenty 18 ditto, one hundred and
fiftY-I\':"o 12 dittQ, one hundred and forty-four 9 ditto, and
one hundred and two 6-pounders; said Preble to be
accountable to this Court for the same.

Re~Qlve for procuring Whale-Boats, Sfc., passed SEPTEM-
BER 16, 1776.

Resolved, That Joseph Nye, Esq., Shuba€:l Cottle, Esq.,
and Colonel Nathaniel Leonard, be and hereby are ap-
pointed a Committee .to purchase sixty Whale-Boats and
Oars, and to collect them at ~Palrnouth or Buzzard's Bay,
and Dartmouth, as soon as may be; and the major part of
the honourable Council are desirl;:d to issue their orders to
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Major-General W"arren, commanding him to give orders to
the Brigadiers of the Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable,
to cause the men drafted from their Brigades in consequence
of the resolves of the General Assembly of tbis State of
tbe lQth and 13tb instant, 01' as many of tbem as conveni-
ently can, with tbeir baggage to proceed to Rhode-Island
in said boats with all the despatch possible, and tbem to
deliver to the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Governour of said
State; and the Treasurer is hereby directed to furnisb tbe
said Committee with tbe sum of £360 for tbat purpose,
each of them to be accountable to tbis Court for sllch sums
as tbey shall respectively receive.

And it is also Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid, .
be empowered to take such a number of the sea-coast men
stationed at the Vineyard and Elizabeth Islands, as tbey
shall judge necessary to assist in removing and collecting
said boats; and the officers and men of said companies are
hereby directed to conform tbemselves to such orders as
they sball receive from said Committee, fQr the purpose
aforesaid.

Resolve appointing a Committee to sign and number Bills;
passed SEPTEMBER 16, 1776.

Ordered, That the Rev. John Murray, Thomas Cook,
Esq., Abraham Fuller, Esq., Jonas Dix, Esq., John Bliss,
Esq., Jonathan Brown, Esq., John Lewis, Esq., and Mr.
Henry Hill, be a Committee to sign and number the Bills
of tbe present emission of £50,004.

Resolve directing Committees to return Money to the Treas-
ury; passed SEPTEMBER 16, 1776.

Whereas several gentlemen who bave been lately em-
ployed by the General COlirt on various services for this
Stllte, more especially such as have been employed on the
Committees for inlisting men into the service of the United
States of America, having received divers sums of money
for which they are accountable to this State, now have con-
siderable sums of money resting in their hands, which are
not needed for the purposes for which they were received;
and as the Committee of this Court lately appointed to take
the accounts of the persons accountable as aforesaid, will
not be able speedily to complete so lengthy a business:

It is therefore Resolved, That aJl such persons having
money so remaining in their hands, be directed to pay the
same to the Treasurer of this State fortbwith; and tbe said
Treasurer is bereby directed, on the receipt of such moneys,
to make to tbe person or persons paying the same, a dupli-
cate receipt thereof; and that the persol'lor persons taking
such duplicate, be directed to lodge one part of such dupli-
cate in the office of the Secretary of this State, keeping the
other part for his own use.

Resolve for paying off Captain WIGGLESWORTH'SPortage
Bill; passed SEPTEMBER 16, 1776.

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this State be, and he is
hereby directed to payout of the publick Treasury to Cap-
tain John Wigglesworth, or order, the sum of £74 4s., in
full discharge of tbe Portage-Bill of tbe Sloop Swift, in the
service of this State, and all charges attending the same.

Resolve on the Petition of PRESERVED CLAP; passed SEP-
TEMBER16, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treas-
ury of tbis State to Preserved Clap, £43 Is. 10d., in full
for his account. And whereas said Clap-says that he has
invented a machine for boring Cannon, wbich may be im-
proved to tbe great advantage of this State,

"Therefore, Resolved, That if said Clap will exbibit a
plan or model of said machine to Hugh Orr, Esq., and
others,a Committee for casting large Cannon, so as to satisfy
them of its superiour utility, upon their report tbereof to this
Court, there shall tben be granted to him such a sum for
his invention as may appear to be adequate to its superiour
usefulness.

Resolve for erecting or purchasing an Air Furnace for
. casting Cannon; pass.ed SEPTEMBER 16, 1776.

Resolved, That Hugh Orr, Esq., and otbers, a Com-

mittee appointed to make inquiry with respect to casting of
Cannon be, and they hereb.y are directed immediately to
erect or purchase an Ail' Furnace in such place as tbey may
judge most fit and proper for the purpose of casting and
boring large cannon; and that they provide all such work-
men, materials, and every thing necessary for tbe erecting
said furnace, and casting such cannon as aforesaid, and that
they carry the same into effect with all possible despatch.

And it is also Resolved, That Major Crane and Mr.
Root be added to said Committee.

PETITION OF COMlIfITTEE OF CAMBRIDGE..
-

To the honourable the Council and the honourable House of
Representatives of the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-
BAY:

The Petition of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspec-
tion, and Safety, of the Town of CAMBRIDGE,humbly
showeth;
That whereas we, the said petitioners, have in our posses-

sion personal estate that is wasting, which be10nged to certain
persons who were unfriendly and inimical to this State, and
have fled from Cambridge to the British fleet and army for
protection, we, your said petitioners, humbly pray that yoUl
Honours wou1d appoint some person or persons to sell tbe
same. And whereas there is certain personal estate which
belonged to those said persons, which has been conveyed
into other towns witbout our knowledge, we therefore pray
that this honourable Court would pass such orders thereon
as they in tbeir very great wisdom shall think fit. And
your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

By order of the Committee:
ANDREW BORDMAN, Clerk.

Cambridge, September 17, 1776. "

Resolve relative to NATHANIEL BRINLEY; passed SEPTEM-
BER 17, 1776.

Resolved, That Nathaniel Brinley be put under the care
of Francis Brinley, Esq., to be forthcoming at the order of
this Court, said Francis giving security therefor to thl'
Treasurer in the sum of six hundred Pounds.

Resolve for a Loan of£150 to the Town OfGOULDSBOR-

OUGH; passed SEPTEMBER 17, ]776.

Resolved, That the town of Goldsborough be favoured
with tbe loan of one hundred and fifty Pounds out of the
Treasury of this State, for the term of two years, the Com-
mittee of said town giving security to the Treasurer for the
repayment of the same.

Resolve appointing Mr. DAVIS and Colonel GOODWIN to
sign Bills; passed SEPTEMBER17, 1776.

Ordered, That Mr. Davis and Colonel Goodwin be a
Committee to sign the Bills of Credit of the present emis-
sion, in the room of Major Fuller and Colonel Bliss, ex-
cused.

Resolve on the Petition of JONATHAN HALE, relative to
receiving Saltpetre; passed SEPTEMBER 17, 1776.

It appearing to this Court that tbe Powder-Mill erecting
in the town of Springfield and County of Hampshire is
now almost ready for service, but will be a useless machine
unless duly provided with materials for carrying on the
manufacture of Powder; and whereas the time is near ex-
pired for the bringing in the Saltpetre, in order to be entitled
to tbe premium: Therefore,

Resolved, That Captain James Sikes be, and hereby is
appointed to receive in tbe town of Springfield the Salt-
petre made in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire for
the use of this State, until the further order of this Court;
and that the sum of fifteen hundred Pounds be paid to him
out of tbe publick Treasury to enable him to pay for the
Saltpetre so delivered to bim, pursuant to a late resolve of
the General Court of this State, and that he be accountable
to this Court for the same.

Resolve for the delivery of Household Goods to JULIANA\
JAMES; passed SEPTEMBER 17, 1776.

On the Petition of Juliana James, of Boston, widow.~

.



775 MASSACHUSETTS RESOLVES, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1776. 776

Resolved, That the prayer of said petitioner be granted,
and the Selectmen of Province~ Town are hereby directed to
deliver the said Juliana James the several articles of House-
ho]d Furniture in the list, or such part of them as may be
in their custody, she paying all such charges as may have
arisen thereon.

Resolve for paying Brigadier P.8EBLE£ 8, for the use of
two INDIANS;passed SEPTEMBE.817, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treas-
ury the sum of eight Pounds unto the Hon. Jedediah Pre-
ble, Esq., for the use of Joseph Denaquara and Peter Andre,
two of the St. John's tribe of Indians, for their support from
Watertown to their home.

Resolve on the Petitiun of SH1JBAEL COTTLE, Esq., re-
specting the capture of a Vessel; passed SEPTEMBER 17,
]776. '
On the Petition of Shubael Cottle, Esq., in behalf of

Nathan Smith and others,
Resolved, That whereas it appears to this Court that

certain persons mentioned in said Petition were concerned
in taking and bringing into this State a certain Schooner
mentioned in said Petition; and it further appears that the
vessel or boats which attacked and look said Schooner were
procured by and at the risk of the captors. Therefore,

Resolved, That after the charges of trial and condemna-
tion are deducted from the gross proceeds of said Vessel and
Cargo, and the share of the other captors have been as-
signed, the Colony shan receive one-third, and tbe sea-coast
men the other two-thir?s of said Schooner, Cargo, and Ap-
purtenances.

Resolve for recalling the Militia Qrdered to NEW-YORK,
within the space of two months, Sj'c.; passed SEPTEMBER
17,1776.

Whereas doubts may arise in the minds of some of the
good people of this State, w.ho are willing to go out at this
important juncture against our unnatural enemies, agreeable
to the resolve of this Court passed the 12th instant, about
what time they shall be held in that service:

Therefore, for removing any difficulties of that nature, it
is Resolved, That an those persons who shan march out on
this exigence, shan be recalled within the space of two
months from this date, at the farthest, and as much sooner
as the service may admit of.

And whereas some persons may, pursuant to the said re-
solve of the 12th instant, be drafted for the purpose therein
specified, whose busine~s and other avocations may render
it inconvenient for them to attend that duty personally, and
may voluntarily choose rather to pay down their fines, and
some persons that have been already drafted may have paid
the fine, by reason of their not knowing what time they
should be held in the service:

It is further Resolved, That the commanding officer of
each company be, and hereby is empowered to receive the
fines of all such persons who will voluntarily pay the same,
and to dispose thereof in the best manner he can, for the
purpose of raising other men for that service; and sl1ch per-
sons as have already paid their fines, hy reason of their not
knowing how long they should be held in the service, shall
have the said fine paid back to them by the officer that re-
ceived it, in case they incline to receive it back and to pro-
ceed upon the service, or do procure some able-bodied,
effective person to proceed in their room.

And in order that there may be no deficiency in the num- ,

ber of men for the ahove service, it is further Resolved, That
the commanding officer of each respective company of the
Militia in any town; or in case the Militia is not duly organ-
ized in any town, then the respective Committees of Safety
of such towns, and the Selectmen where there are nQ such
Committees, are hereby empowered and directed to muster
the Militia, when and so often as they may respectively find
it necessary, in order for the obtaining the quota designed:
and that all persons for non-attendance, or for not marching
when drafted, shall be subject to the like penalties as are
specified in the said resolve of the 12th instant, to be
applied as aforesaid. And that each man on his march, shall

be entitled to receive for his support, a further sl1m of one
penny per mile, from the place he marches from to the place
of his destination. And the Selectmen of the several towns
are in like manner as in the former resolve to pay the same,
and lay their accounts before this Court for allowance and
payment.

Resolve for the delivery of Gunpowder, Sj'c., to Mr. JERE-
MIAH COLBORN; passed SEPTEMBER 17, 1776.

On the petition of Mr. Jeremiah Colborn,
Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is

hereby directed to deliver out of the store belonging to this
State unto the petitioner, sixty Flints and thirty pounds of
Gunpowder, and Lead answerable thereto, for tbe use of the
guard mentioned in the petition, and also Provisions enough
to supply the said guard for the space of three months,
according to the established allowance in the army, be, the
said petitioner, Jeremiah Colborn, to be accountable for the
distribution and expenditure of the same.

RICHARD DERBY, Esq., directed to make application to the
Superiour Court, relative to the Ship QUEEN-OF-ENG-
LANDj passed SEPTEMBER 17, 1776-.
Resolved, That Richard Derby, Jun., Esq., Agent for the

Middle District of this State, be, and hereby is directed fortb-
with to make application to the Superiour Court of J udica-
ture, &c., for this State, that in the precept or order of sale
tbat tbey may issue fi'om that Court for the sale of the Sbip
Queen-of-England, her cargo and appurtenances, lately (as
is said) condemned there, by appeal fi'om the Maritime
Court for the .Middle District, distribution of two-thirds of
the neat proceeds of such part thereof as the regiments in
the service and pay of this State have had adjudged to them
as original captor~, may be directed to be paid to him for
the use of this State, pursuant to'a resolve of both Houses
in April last, directing what proportion prizes taken by
officers and men in the 'service and pay of this State, sta-
tioned in any port or harbour on the sea-coast for the pro-
tection and defence thereof, shall be distributed.

Resolve for granting three of the Judges the sum'of £80
each; passed SEPTEMBER] 7, 1776.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
publick Treasury of this State to the Honourable T¥illiam
Cushing, Jedediah Foster, and James Sullivan, Esquires,
three of the Justices of the Superiour Court of Judicature,
&c., severally, the sum of eighty Pounds, in part for their
services the present year.

Resolve on the Petition of RICHARD ADAMS,oj MADUN-
COOK; passed SEPTEMBER17, 1776.

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Maduncook, as soon as
may be, assemble a leo-al meeting, called by some neigh-
bouring Justice of the Peace, then and there to proceed to
choose Assessors and Collectors of the Tax for the year
1775; and the Assessors so chosen are hereby empowered
and directed to assess the taxes for said year, according to
law, and return the sum and the Assessors' names to the
Treasurer of this State, as early as possible; and the said
Treasurer is hereby directed to delay issuing his warrant for
collecting any tax there for said year, until such l'P.turn is
made to him; and when he shall issue such warrant, he is
directed to issue it for seven pounds four shi]]ings and five
pence less than the whole tax of said Maduncoo7c for said
year; and the ColJector to whom said warrant shall be
directed, is ordered to accept from any inhabitants of said
place the receipts of the Collectors appointed in 1J;laylast,
as payment for such sumsof said tax as they have paid for
said year.

Resolve for paying DANIEL HENSHAW, Jun., £3; passed
SEPTEMBER 18, 1776.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this State to Daniel Henshaw, Jun., three Pounds, in full
for his services as Deputy-Commissary in the service of this
State.
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Resolve for paying the Uommittee of NORTHFIELD£Q1,
for the use of Prisone1's; passed SEPTE~mER18, 1716.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this State to the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection
and Safety, of the town of Northfield, or to their order, the
sum of twenty-seven Pounds, for the use of the five prisoners
now in that town on their parole, being at the rate of twelve
shillings per week for each prisoner, from the eighth day of
July last, agreeable to a resolve of the Continental Con-
gress.

Resolve for confining JOHN GRAVES; passed SEPTEMBER
18, 1776.

Resolved, That the Sheriff of the County of Berkshire
be, and he hereby is authorized and directed to receive from
the Committee for superintending Prisoners of War in the
State of Connecticut, the body of John Graves, of Pittsfield,
in the said County; who (as is' said) was selit to Hartford,
in the said State of Connecticut, by order of the said Com-
mittee of said Pittsfield, charged with aidin9 and assisting one
Ca ptainMcKay, a prisoner of war stationed in said Hartford,
upon his parole, in making his escape therefrom, in violation
of his parole; and him the said John Graves, closely confine
and keep in the common gaol of the said County of Berk-
shire, that he may be dealt with touching the said cliarge,
as to law and justice appertaineth.

Resolve excusing tlte Town of CHARLESTOWNfrom fur-
'TI,ishing.LVltn;passed SEPTEMBER18, 1776.

Resolved, That slIch of the inhabitants of the town of
Charlestown of the Training Band and Alarm-List, who
lived in that part of the town which has been destroyed by
the British Army, be excused from furnishing their quota of
Men lately ordered, by a resolve of this Court, to be raised
to reinforce the Army at New- York, any thing in the said
resolve to the contrary notwithstanding.

Resolve for supplying Brigadier PALMERto ,buy Cannon
at NEWBURy-PORT;passed' SEPTEMBER18, 1776.

Resolved, That a warrant be granted to Brigadier Pal-
mer, from the honourable Board, on the Treasurer of this
State, for such sum as he shall agree for the payment of
five pieces of, Cannon, with Carriages, which, by a resolve
of the llth Instant, he was to purchase of the town of
Newbury-Port; and that he pay the Slimeto the order of
the Selectmen of said town, in [ull for said Guns and Car-
l1ages.

Resolve empowering the Committee of DEERFIELDto make
sale of NATHANIEL DICKE~soN'spersonal Estate; passed
SEPTEMBF.R 18, 1776,

Resolved, That the Committee o[ Inspection, &c., for
the town of Deerfield, be empowered and directed to
make sale, by publick auction, of all the personal Estate o[
Nathaniel Dickenson above named, and make return o[ the
proceeds thereo[ to this Court.

Resolve for furnishing the Frigate HANCOCKwith Guns,
8fc.; passed SEPTEMBER 18, 1776.

Resolved, That this State will [urn ish the AlJ'ent for
building the Continental Ships at Newbury-Port wITh a suf-
ficient number o[ Guns, provided they can be obtained by
purchase or otherways, [or the Continental Frigate ca]]ed
th~ Hancock, Jo~n ~lanley Commande~, and which Ship is
bUIlt to ?arry th]rty-~wo Guns; .and wIll afford him every
ot~er assistance possIble [or fit~mg out and mannipg said
Ship; and the Honourable Rzchard Derby, Esquire is
appointed agent, in behal[ o[ this Colony, [or the purp~ses
aforesaid, provided leave can be obtained [rom the hon-
ourable Congress for said Vessel to cruise on this coast for
the protection o[ the trade thereo[; the said Contin~ntal
agent engaging to reimburse all the expenses this State
shall incur in fitting out and manning said Ship, and return
?aid .Guns whene,ver said Ship shall be otherwise employed;
It bemg o[ great Importance that there should be a sufficient
number o[ armed vessels fixed for sea effectua]]y to [ree this
coast [rom the enemy's armed vessels now infesting it.

..
Resolve to encourage the manufacture of Fire-Arms; patted

SEPTEMBER 18, 1776.

Whereas, notwithstanding the encouragement bitherto
given by this State [or the manu[acturing of Fire-Arms, Ii
sufficient number has not yet ~been obtained: There[ore,

Resolved, That [or every eftective and substantial fire-
arm which shall be manufactured in this State, with a good
barrel o[ three [eet and nine inches- in length, that will carry
an ounce ball, with a good bridle-lock, a good bayonet, with
a blade not less than eighteen inches in length, with a
scabbard [or the same, a steel ramrod with a spring to retain'
the same, two loops [or guri-slings, and the manu[acturer'g
name stamped or engt<aved on the lock, and which shall be
delivered at Boston or Watertown, to the Commissary-Gen-
eral, for the time being, on or be[ore the first day o[ October,
in the year 1777, there shall be allowed and paid out o[ the
publick Treasury o[ this State, to the owner thereo[, the
sum of [our pounds; provided, always, that the owner o[
each fire-arm which shall be received [ot this State, shall
produce a certificate that such fire-arm has been proved by
firing the same properly loaded with [our inches and a hal[
of powder, at least, with a wad thereon, and a ball with a
wad upon it, in the presence of one or more Selectmen of
that town where such fire-arm was manu[actured.

Resolve on the P~tition of NATHANIELGUILD; passed
SEPTEMBER18, 1776.

On the Petition of Nathaniel Guild,
Resolved, That the prayer o[ the Petition be so [ar

granted, that the Committee of Correspondence o[ Walpole,
be directed to se]] to Mr. Nathaniel Guild, as much Wood
of the estate belonging to Isaac Royal, Esq., Sir William
Pepperrel, and George Erving, lying within two miles of
Stoughton Furnace, as they shall think necessary, not
exceeding one hundred cord, provided the said Committee
o[ Correspondence see that it be cut where it will be the-
least damage to the said lots, the said Guild paying the [ull
value [or the Wood to the said Committee, the Committee
being accounfable to this Court fot"the sum or sums so
received.

And it ~ further Resolved, That sixt~en such men as
Ml'. Guild most wants to c9.rry dfi his furnace business, it'
being o[ so great importance for the defen'ce of this and the
United States of America, be excU!led [rom service in the
present alarm, if drafted agreeable to the resolve o[ this
Court, to assist said Guild in his furnace works.

Resolve respecting Vouchers to the Accounts against the"
Continent; pamd SEPTEMBERl8, 1776:

Resolvea, That, there appear'S a deficiency of Vouehers
[or the sum o[ £1,451 10s., and that the Vouchers pro-
duced be sent forward to Congress, together with the State
accounts against the Continent since the last. adjustment,
deducting the a[oresaid sum of £ 1,451 lOs., [rom the said
demand.

It is further Resolved, That the persons herea[ter'
named, who stand chargeable"with the sums affixed to their
respective names, viz:

Asa TVhitcomb,with the sum of ' - -£ 1151 :3
William Hunt, \~28 7
Aaron Blaney, - 60 0
Jonas Heywood, - - 12 0

Amounting to £ 1,451 10
pay the same to the Hon. Henry Gardner, Esq., Treasllrer
of this State, immediately, an.d the Treasurer is hereby
empowered to demand and receIve the same accordingly.

And it is also Resolved, That the said William Hunt
do, as soonas may be, deliver the [ollowing articles which
he has in his possession, belonging to tbis State, viz: one
cask of Sweet Oil, I ditto of Neill's Foot ditto, 2 ditto of
Wine, I ditto Raisins, 89 Ibs. orcoffee, 14"barrels o[ Vin-
egar, I ditto Oatrneal,.9~ yards of Swans~in, and 36 Hay-
Rakes, to the Commissary-General of this State' who is
hereby directed to receive the same accordingly, '

Resolve relative to the Hospital at SEWALL'S POINT'
passed SEPTEMBER18, 1776. '

On the Petition o[ Edward Marrett, one of the Com-
mittee of the tOIVnof Cambridge,
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Resolved, That the prayer 'of~is Petition be so far
granted as that the Barracks sctanding within the Fort at
Sewall's Point, be not used for a Hospital, and that they
be kept clear of infection, any thing in the order Qt.license
of the Court of General Sessions of the Peace for the
County of Suffolk to the contrary notwithstanding.

Resolve for staying Executionson attachmentsof Tories'
Estates; passed SEPTEMBER 18, 1776.

Whereas divers attachments are made on the Estates of
those persons who have fled from this State, and whose
Estates have been taken into possession by the several Com-
mittees according to the order of Court; and it being
necessary that the circumstances attending said Estates
should be inquired into, that justice may be equally distrib-
uted : Therefore,

Resolved, That executions by stayed on a1l such attach-
ments, and that no other attachments be made until the
further order of this Court.

Resolve for vesting the Council with certain powers during
the recess of the Co,urt; passed SEPTEMBER18, 1776.
Whereas it is necessary that in the recess of the Gen-

eral Court, certain powers should be vested in the Council,
or a quorum of them, for the pub1ick good: Therefore,

Resolved, That the honourable Council, or a quorum of
them, at least, be a Committee of Safety, whose business it
shall be, during the recess of the General Court, to direct
the Commissary-General of this State respecting the taking
in and delivering out the warlike stores and provisions
belonging thereto, as they shaH judge necessary for the
safety and defence of the State. And that the said Council,
or a quorum of them, have power to appoint agents, and in
aH respects provide for and give such instructions to the.
commanders of the armed vessels, that are or may be fitted
out on the account of this State, as shan be necessary for
the defence and interest of the same, or of the United States
of America: Provided, always, That instructions be not
contrary to any law or resolve of the General Court of this
State, or resolve of the American Congress. And that the
Council, or a quorum of them, have power to direct the
Commissary-General of this State to procure such warlike
stores and provisions as they shall judge necessary, and that
the said Council, or a major part of them, be empowered to
grant their warrants on the Treasurer of this State, in favour
of the said Commissary, for such sums of money as shall be
necessary for the purposes aforesaid, the said Commissary
to be accountable for the same.

And that all the forces in the service and pay of this
State, within the same, be under the direction of the Council,
or a quorum of them, who may, if occasion should require,
put them under the command of such officer as they shall
judge proper, whose commission or authority shaH continue
until the further order of this Court. The foregoing powers
to continue until the next meeting of the General Assembly
and no longer.

And it is further Resolved, That the Council, or a major
part of them, during the next recess of the General Court,
be empowered and authorized to treat with any Indians that
may arrive in this State, and make such provision for them
as they shaHjudge proper.

Resolve permitting J OLLEYALLENto sellpart of his effects;
passed SEPTEMBER 18, 1776.

Resolved, That Jolley Allen be permitted to coHect and
make sale of so much of his effects at Cape Cod, as shaH
be sufficient to discharge the debts incurred by him and his
family at Provincetown since March last, and after settling
and paying said debts, that the Selectmen of Provincetown
deliver the remainder of his effects into the hands of Mr.
Wendell and Mr. Pitts, at Boston, who shaH be accountable
to this Court for what mai'1)e so delivered to them.

Resolve for discharging the two Vessels of Observation;
pass(,d SEPTEMBER18, 1776.

Resolved, That two small vessels employed for the pur-
pose of obtaining intelligence respecting the movements of
the British Fleet and Army, with their crews be, and they
hereby are discharged from the service of this State. And

that the Hon. James Warren, Esq., be, and he hereby is
empowered and directed to dispose of one of the above
mentioned vessels which was fixed out at Plymouth, with
her appurtenances to the best advantage of this State, and
pay the proceeds arising from said sale into the Treasury of
this State, taking duplicate receipts, the one of which receipts
to be lodged in the Secretary's office; the said Hon. James
Warren, Esq., to be accountable to this Court.

And it is fu.rther Resolved, That Captain Josiah Batch-
eldor be, and he hereby is directed to dispose of any
articles that are the property of this State, that may be
found on board, or belonging to one of the above mentioned
vessels fixed out from Beverly, discharge, and pay the said
vessels and crew, and lay his account before this Court.

Orders to provide SIp plies for Armed Vessels.
In Council, September 19, 1776.

Ordered,That BenJamin Austin, Esq., be, and hereby
is appointed and empowered to provide the vessels of war
commanded by Captain Williqms and Captain Clouston,
with such stores, cannon, and o~her articles, as may be
nec~ssary to equip them for the sea; and the Commissary-
General is hereby directed to supply the said vessels, out of
the publick store, with such things as by said Austin shan,
be required of him and William Watson, Esq., of Plimouth,
who has been appointed Agent to take care of the stores
belonging to the Rising-Empire. Captain Walden, late
Master, is hereby directed to furnish the said vessels with
such articles out of the stores of Brig Rising-Empire as
he may be directed to supply by the said Austin.

And it is further Ordered, That BenJamin Austin be
and is empowered to order either of the above-named ves-
sels to sail to Plymouth, and take on board and transport
such stores and other necessary articles there, to the Har-
bour of Boston.

PETITION OF ANDREW GIDDINGS.

Brig Civil Usage, burthened ninety tons, twelve carriage-
guns, viz: four of six pounds, six of four pounds, and two
of two pounds; owned by Jonathan Jackson, Nathaniel
Tracey, John Tracey, Thomas Thomas, and John Cotlin
Jones, aH of Newburyport; the officers, Andrew GidJing
Captain, Joseph Stanwood Lieutenant, Moddie Engs Mas-
ter, Timothy Weir Captain of Marines; eighty men; six
hundred pounds powder, three hundred shot, forty barrels of
beef and pork, five ton of bread. '

To the honourable the Council of the State of MASSA-
CHUSETTS- BAY:

Your humble petitioner prays your Honours would be
pleased to grant a commission or letter-of-marque and re-
prisal, to set forth the above-mentioned vessel to sea as a
private ship of war, he conforming to the appointed rules.
And, as in duty bound, he shall ever pray.

ANDREW GIDDINGE.
Watertown, September 19, 1776.

In Council, September 19, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issued out
to the said Andrew Giddings, as Commander of the above
Brig, he complying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

ORDERS TO ALEXANDER SHEPARD.

In Council, September 19, 1776.

Ordered, That Mr. Alexander Shepard, who is entrusted
with the care of conveying some military stores from this
State to Fairfield, for the use of the Militia now marching
fmm hence to New- York, be directed to engage a suitable
Guard for the same, at the charge of this State, until he
arrives in the County of Worcester, and then to apply to
some Field Officer in that Brigade to order' a Sergeant,
with a sufficient number of men, destined forNew-York, to
attend him in guarding said stores to Fairfield; and such
Field Officer as he may so apply to is hereby enjoined to
furnish such Guard accordingly.

PETITION OF OFFICERS OF THE SCHOONER DILIGENT.

To the honourable Council of the State of the MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition of the following persons humbly shoUJeth:
That we, your' petitioners, have served this Colony in
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different departments on board the schooner Diligent, John
Lambert Commander, since the 16th itIarch last, which,
we are sorry to say, to little advantage to the publick or
ourselves. We therefore beg that your Honours would take
it into your wise consideration, and honourably acquit us,
discountinlTfor the time served, or place us in some way
wherein ';e may serve the ,general cause of America and
ourselves, as we cannot be so happy in any other way as
in the defence of the country. But in the channel we are
in we cannot make ourselves easy, unless we are lost to a
sense of all honour and justice, as all the privates have left
the vessel; but as to your petitioners, we are not willing to
leave the service, unless it meets with the sanction of your
Honours' approbation. We therefore beg leave to inquire
the reason of the detainment of our wages. Is the cap-
tures we brought in unlawfully taken, or is it for embezzle-
ments? Or are we accollntable for the Captain's conduct,
when our commissions from your Honours oblige us to obey
his commands? If we are impeached with any thing, being
conscious of our innocence, we beg to be brought to an
immediate trial, by which means we doubt not of being
able to acquit ourselves with honour and to your satisfac-
tion, as we esteem our honour dearer than our interest or
even our lives. We therefore heave ourselves at the feet
of your Honours, hoping you'll consider our distressed sit-
uation in so expensive a place as this, having already
expended a great part of our-wages in the pursuit of them.
We therefore pray we may no longer be kept in suspense,
but have an immediate answer, that we may not lose ollr
bonour and time' in complyinlTwith which we shall esteem, 0 ..

dourselves under the greatest obligations. And, as III uty
bound, sha\] ever pray.

JOHN O'BRIEN, First Lieutenant.
WALTER PERKINS, Second Lieutenant.
JOSHUAWING, Master.
PETER CLARK, Commander Marines.

In Council, September 20, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That Walter Spooner and Samuel
Holton, Esquires, be a Committee to take the within Peti-
tion under consideration and report.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF JOHN FRAZIER.

To the honourable Council assembled at WATERTOWN,in
the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,the 20th day of
SEPTEMBER,Anno Domini 1776:

The Petition of JOHN FRAZIER, late Commander of the
prize ship SUSANNA,humbly showeth:

That your petitioner, with the above-said ship, was taken
and carried into Piscataqua; that your petitioner has lib-
erty from his Excellency General Washington to depart
from America, on his having given his parole of honour not
to act directly nor indirectly inimical to America during the
present dispute with Great Britain; that your petitioner
bas also liberty from the honourable Council and House of
Representatives in the State of New-Hampshire, to depart
from this Continent; that your petitioner prays your Hon-
ours he may have liberty to go as a passenger in the ship
at Boston belonging to Mr. Ross. And your petitioner, as
in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.' JOHN FRAZER.

In CounciJ, September 20, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the petition be
granted, and the said John Frazier be permitted to depart
from this State to any part of Great Britain, in such ves-
sel as Messrs.Ross and Morgan, who lately had liberty
granted them by this Board to depart, have purchased for
this purpose. JNO. AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

QRDERS TO COLONEL MITCHELL.

Council Chamber in Watertow., September 20,1776.

To Colonel JONA.THAN MITCHELL:
You being appointed by the General Assembly of this

State to the command of the fi\'e companies of sea-coast
men stationed in and about Falmouth, are hereby directed
to keep them in good order and discipline, and continue to
carryon the works there in such manner as will be most
for the security of the town, and let regimental musters for
the present cease.

PETITION OF LYONEL BRADSTREET.

To the honourable Council assembled at WATERTOWN, in
the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,the 20th day of
SEPTEMBER, Anno Domini 1776.

The Petition of LYONEL BRADSTREET,late Commander of
the Ship N OLLY FRIGATE, taken by the HANCOCK and
FRANKLIN Privateers, kumbly showeth:
That your petitioner would set forth to your Honours

that the above-said ship, with her cargo, was condemned
the 12th day of August last. That your petitioner has
leave from the honourable Congress in the State of N'amp-
shire to proceed to any port of Great Britain or elsewhere,
upon condition that your petitioner don't act directly or
indirectly inimical to America during the present dispute
with Great Britain. That your petitioner prays your
Honours he may have liberty to go as a passenger in the
ship at Boston belonging to MI'. Ross. And your petitioner,
as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.

LYONEL BRADSTREET.

In Council, September 20, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted,and the said Lyonel Bradstreet be permitted to
depart from this State to any part of GreatBntain in such
vessel as Messrs. Ross and Morgan, who lately had liberty
granted by this Board to depart, have purchased for this
purpose. JOHN A VERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF GEORGE ASHBURN.

State of MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:

To the honourable the General Court of said State:
The Petition of GEO. ASHEURN shows:

That your petitioner being master of the ship Isaac, was
on a voyage in said sbip from the Island of Tortola, bound
to Liverpool, in FJngland, to visit his family and attend to
his private cQncerns. That in proceeding said voyage, he
was taken and brought into this State. This unexpected
event has thrown your petitioner into the most distressed
and pitiable circumstance. As his wife was born in Amer-
ica, he is in fear she'll find but few friends in his absence;
that she and children must suffer without his support. Your
petitioner begs leave to declare that he has nel'er taken an
active part in the unhappy controversy between Great
Britain and America, and from his age, standing in life, it
necessarily follows that he never will. He therefore humbly
prays your Honours to take his unhappy case into your con-
sideration, and grant himliberty'totake passagefor some part
of England in tbe ship owned by lVIr. William
Ross, and by your Honours' permission bound to some part
of England, OJ' grant him such other relief as your Honours'
we11-knownwisdom and humanity may point out. And
your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

GEO. ASHBURN.

In Council, September 20, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
granted, and the said GeorgeAshburn,be permitted to depart
from this State to any part of Great Britain, in such vessel
as Messrs. Ross and JUorgan, who lately hadliberty granted
tbem by this Board to depart, have purchased for this
purpose. J. AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN JOHN CLOUSTON.

By the major part of the Council:
Captain JOHN CLOUSTON:

The sloop Freedom,under your command,being in all
respects equipped in warlike manner,and being also well
and properly manned, so as to enable you to pl'Oceed on a
cruise, you therefore are directed to range the eastern-shore
of this State, laying between the River Piscataqua and
Machias, in order to clear that coast of any of the enemy's
cruisers tbat may be infesting the same, and from thepce
proceed to the mouth of tbe River St. Lawrence, and there
cruise until tbe 1st of November, in order to intercept any
of the enemy's vessels tbat may be passing that way, and
from thence you must proceed to the coast of Newfound-
land, and there cruise until the middle of lVovember aforesaid,
in order to surprise and seize such vessels of the enemy as
you meet with upon that coast, 01' in any of the harbours of
the same, after wbich you may proceed upon a cruise as far
to the southward as latitude 38° north, and continue upon



783 MASSACHUS~TTS RESoLV~,S, &0., SEPTEMJmR, 1776. 784

said cruise so long as you find it praeticable or expedient;
and then you are to return to the harbour of Bosto'{t, always
using every necessary precaution to prevent the sloop under
your command from falJing into the hands of the enemy.
You are to observe and folJow such orders and dire.ctions
as you shall from time to time re~eive fr~m Cap~ain Da.niel
Souther, provided they are consIstent wIth the mstructlons
now given you.

And whereas you have rec.eived a commission by forc{J
of arms to attack, seize, and take on the high seas, all
ships and other vessels belonging to the inhabit~nts of f!reat
Britain or others, infesting the sea-coast of thIs Contment,
you ar~ therefore punctually t~ follow the instr~ctio~s
already delivered you for regulatmg your cond~ct III t~H~
matter, and in all things conduct yourself consistent WIth
the trust reposed in you.

In Council, September ~O, 1776.-ln the name and by
order of Council. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITIoJl OF 'raOMAS BUCKMORE.

To the Hono/.lrable CO'l!ncil,sitting at WATERTOWN,in the
State of MUSACHUSETT;;-.!3i\.Y,SEPTEMBER 19, 1776.

The PetitiQn of TaOMASBUCKM()RE,of CONCORD,Ar-
mourer, humbly .howeth:

That your petitioner pas been employe~ in making of
fire-arms for this State for upwards of Clghteen months
past. That your petitioner has supplied the said State with
new arms, and repairing upwards of three hundred to sati,s-
faction,of his employer, and employed workmen for the said
service with great difficulty. That your petitioner has now
upon hand about one hundred arms, belonging to the State,
and some partly finished, and would be glad to know what
to do with tllem. Thilt your petitioner is drown out, with
three of his workmen, by the officer of the town, to pl'Ot'
ceed to New- York as soldiers. Th,at your petitioner is not
against proceeding, if his accounts caQ be ma,deup with the
Commissary, and discharge them, if your Honours think he
can be spared from bis business, which instance he never
knew in London UPOQany such emergency. That if your
petitioner is ordered to proceed, he prays your Hono~lrs he
may go in the station of an arII)ourer. And your petitioner,
as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

THOMAS BUCKMORE.

Sti'\t!! ofMa,~s/!.chus~tts-Bi'\Y, Counc
,

iI Chamber, (
September 20, 1776. 5

Wherea,s it has been represented to this Board. by
Thoma..s fJuckmQre, of Concord, that he has been fjQlployed
in Illaking Fire-arms for this Sta.t!'JfOr upwards pf eighteeo
m~>nthspas.t, and has now upon hand a large number of
Anns belonging to the State, and some partly finished, and
that he, the said Thomas Buckmor~, is drawn out, with
three of his workmen, by the officer of the town, to proceed
to New- York as soldiers: the Board, considering how
necessary it is that this Sta.te should be fully supplied with
Fire-arms, and that the Armourers actually employed in
making such Arms are doing more essential service to the
State, while thus employed, than they could do as soldiers,
are of opinion, that the said Thomas Buc7cmore and his
workmen ought not to have been counted or drafted to
serve as soldiers in the present reinforcement to be sent to
the Army at New~ York:

Therefore, Ordered, That Captain George Minot, of Con-
cord, be, and he hereby is required and directed to dis-
charge the said Thomas Buckmore and Silas Wood from
the service for which they were drafted,and immediatelyto
proceed to draft two other persons in their room, \lot en-
gaged in the necessary business of this State.

PETITION OF WILLIAM JENKINS.

State of the l\hSSACHUSI!:TTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Cou&;il and the hQnourable the
House of Representatives of said State, in General
Court assem6led, at WATERTOWN,this 12th day of Sep-
tember, 1776, humbly showeth:

WILLIAMJEN~INS,of the. City oj BRISTOL,in the. King:
dom of GREATBRITAIN,ltlariner;

That your petitioner, being master of the bri<rantine
caned the Perk.in$, was, by the cliance of war, taken by
the Captains Tucker and Skimmer, in the Continental

armed schooners, caUed the Hanco<;k and Fr(1,nklin, and
brought into the port of Boston, where he now is.

Your petitioner would represent to the honourable Court
that at the time of his being taken, he was on a merchant
voy~g~, bound frQm St. Augus~ine .to B.risto~, in Great
Brita.zn; that he had on board hlss!ud bngantIne no sup-
plies of any ~ind, either for the ~E)etor the army now
employed agamst these States, neIther had be arms or
ammunition.

Your petitioner wQ\.1ld furthfjr represent to the hon(mrable
Court, that he left in Bristof a wife a.ndfour sqlall children,
who are emirely dependent On hhn for tPE)ir slJpport ::md
m:iiptenallce, and he is re\llly apprehensiv!'J that, even be.
fore this time, they may be suffering an the \lnxiety and
distress annexed to a want of tlle necessaries and comfort~
of life, unless fortunate eI)ol,lgh to find friends. to relieve
them in their troubles. However tedious and irksome his
continuance hE)re might otherwisE) be, this c:mnot but I\I;1CE)S-

sarily render it more sQ, H.e therefore prays the honour-
able Court that, from a consideration of the premises, they
would grant him permission to take passage for Greq(
Britain, or any other part of Europe, the first opportunity
that offers: he <ils()prays liberty to take with him his ser-
vant boy,

He humbly presumes there will be no objection to the
prayer of his petition, as he. is not l)elp as a prisoner of war,
and no information, that. he ca,n give can be of any possi-
ble service ordisse!,vicl;1 to eitper party in this war, unless
indeed the humapity with which he has been wated m;ly
be an inducement to the like treatm!'Jntof others in similar
circnmstances on the otPer side, A,nd, as in duty bound!
shall ever pray. WILLIAM JENKINS.

In Council, September 20, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted, and said Petitioner be permitted to depart, with
his servant boy, to any part of Great Britain, agreeable to
his request. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

To the honourable. the Council of the MAssAcaUsET'rs
State:

GENTLEMEN:The bearer, Captain Jenkins, who waits
on the honorable Board with a petition, appears to be a
person deserving the commiseration of the Board. I have
reason to believe nothing but his attachment to his family,
and the reasonsset forth in his petition, induces him to leave
America. 1 pray the honourable Board to gratify the peti-
tioner, and they will lay a lasting obligation on their most
obedient, most obliged, and very humble servant,

C. J. BRADFORD.
September 14, 1776.

PETITION OF ROBERT BROWN AND JOHN ,MOON.

To the honQurable the Council of the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY.

~

The Petition of Robert Brown and John Moon humbly
showeth:

That one of your petitioners, viz: Robert Brown, was
lately chief mate on board the ship Rachel, Moses Henry,
master, bound from Grenada, in the West Indies, to Lon-
don. That your Honours' other petitioner, viz: John
Moon, was steward on_board said ship. That, on the 26th
day of August last, the said ship Rachel was taken by the
armed sloop called the Tyrannicide, commanded by Cap-
tain John Fisk, and your petitioners taken out of said ship,
and put on board said sloop, and brought into Salem, in this
State; but, before the said sloop Tyrannicide was out of
sight of the said ship Rachel, the said ship was retaken by
a British lI):jn-of-war. 'rhat when your petitioners were
put on board the said sloop Tyrannicide, they left all their
interest, together with their wearing apparel, on board their
own ship. That yonI' petitioners are, by these means,
deprived of the necessary means of subsistence; and, fi'om
the peculiar circumstances necessarily attending their situa,.
tion, they are rendered totally incapahll;1 of procuring a
maintenance.

Y O\ll' petitioners' most humble prayer, therefore, is, that
your Honours would be pleased to grant them permission to
take passage for London. in a sbip bound there, and lately
purcl]:jsed by Mr. Ross and others. And your petitioners,
as in duty bound, shall ever 'pray. ROBERT BROWN.

Salem, September 22,1776. JOHN MOON.
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In Cou-lei],September 2!, 776,
Liberty is hereby granted to Robert Brown and John

Moon to depart this State in the Ship Creighton, Benjamin
Moore, Master, lately purchased by Mr. Ross for the pur-
pose of transporting himself and others to Great Britain.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

MEMORIAL OF COMMITTEE OF SUNBURY, NOVA-SCOTIA.

To the - honourable the General Assembly of the State of the
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, in NEW-ENGLAND:

The Memorial of the Committee of Safety for the County
of SUNBURY,in NOVA-SCOTIA,humbly showeth:

That whereas your memorialist did in the month of It!ay
last prefer a petition to the said General Assembly, settmg
forth that the inhabitants on the River St. John's were de-
sirous of committing themselves to the government and
protection of the Province (or Sta te) of the ~Iassachusetts-
Bay, and other matters as set forth m said petition.

Having received no direct answer to these particulars, we
have since endeavoured to regulate our conduct agreeable to
the rules made by the United States, as far as we have been
able to get information, but our remote situation renders it
difficult on these accounts.

It is the humble request of the aforesaid Committee, that
if the inhabitants on the River St. John's are esteemed as a
part of the fi'ee States of America, YOllrHonours would be
pleased to signify it to them, and give directions for their
future conduct, who are ready at all times to pursue every
measure in theil' power that you shall prescribe. And
your memorialists, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for the
peace and prosperity of the American States, and for the
preservation of your Honours' lives and administration.

Signed by order and in bebalf of tbe Committee:
JACOB BARKER, Chairman.

Mauyervill, September 24,1776.

Attest: ISRAEL PERLEY, Clerk.

For particular information of the circumstances of the in-
habitants on tbe river St. John's, with regard to commerce,
&c., &c., the General Assembly are desired to inquire of
the bearer, Francis Shaw, Jun., Esq.

To JAMESSIMONDS,JAlIlES WHITE, and JAMES SAY, Esqrs.

GENTLEMEN:The disputes between Great Britain and
America are so generally known and so fully understood by
you, that to say any thing upon that subject would be need-
less. Likewise the proceedings of the inhabitants of this
river in that regard you have been made acquainted with.
These measures you have not thought proper to fall in with,
neither have you declared against them. This conduct of
yours gives uneasiness to many of the inhabitants, who think
you stand ready to be reconciled to the strongest party, and
if unhappily for the Americans, wherewith should it be but
with the heads of these men? We, therefore, in the name
and in behalf of our constituents request of you an explicit
declaration of your sentiments on this subject, and what
part you are determined to take in the present controversy.
You will perhaps say you are determined to stand neuter,
but this will not be a satisfactory answer. We conclude
you have determined in your own mind which of the con-
tending parties you choose should get the victory, in case. the sword determine it; and he must be a slothful man who
chooses or desires a thing may come to pass, and yet shall
use no measures direct or indirect to accomplish his desire.
We don't mean to prescribe rules binding on the consciences
of men, nor yet to urge any person into measures contrary
to his inclination: all we request of you is a plain declara-
tion of your sentiments and determinations, and that imme-
diately.

By order of the Committee of Safety:
JACOB BARKER, Chairman.

service to the people not to d~ it. He was then as~ed to
give something from under his hand, he would not mfaI'm
or appear at Government against the inhabitants for their
enterin<Tint0 an alliance with tbe people of New-England;
this he"'refused. Being told by some of the Committee that
they could not esteem such a man their friend, nor a friend
to the cause in general, nor could they, consistent with th~ir
own resolves, hold any commerce with him, he said if he
did do such a thing, he must represent that he was c?m-
pelled to do ,it, which he thoug~t woul~ be rather aga1l1st
the people: Thus matters remam to this day.

September 24, 1776.

PETITION OF WILLIAM PASCALL.

The honourable the Council of the State of the l\hss.ol-
CHUSETTS-BAY :

May it please your Honours:
The humble Petition of WILLIAM P ASCALr.,steerage pas-

senger on board the ship ANNA MARIA, WILLIAM PRIN-
GLE Commander, from BARBADOES,bound for LONDON,
and taken by the privateer sloop REVENGE, of SALEM,
JOSEPH WHITE Commander, showeth:
That whereas I hear of a ship in Boston harbour, pur-

chased by Messrs. Ross and Morgan, of said Boston, with
intent of carrying passenge~ to London, I humbly crave
the favour your Honours will of your goodness grant me
the liberty to return in said ship to London, my native
place, as I have a tender mother, a widow, and two chil-
dren younger than myself, whose whole dependence (under
God) is on my labour and industry for their support. I
complain not, may it please your Honours, of any ill treat-
ment since my being made a captive, but on the contrary
declare, and will at all times declare, my being exceedingly
well used. But my money being on the decline, and a
long, and in all probability tedious winter approaching, is
the sole cause of this my earnest prayer. I beg, therefore,
your consideration of my case, and that this my request and
prayer may be granted. And your petitioner, as in duty
bound, shall ever pray. WILLIAMPASCALL.

Salem, 18th September-, 1776.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Liberty is hereby granted to the within-namoo William
Pascall to depart this State in the Ship Creighton, Benja-
min ~Ioore Master, lately purchased by Mr. Ross, for the
purpose of transporting himself and others to Great Britain.

JNO. AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF ADAM HIGH.

May it please your Honours:
The humble Petition of ADAM HIGH, Second Mate, and

THOMAS LIMMMON,Boatswain, on board the ship ANNA
MARIA WILLIAM PRINGLE Commander, from- BARBA-
DOES, bound for LONDON,and taken by the privateer
sloop REVENGE, of SALEM, JOSEPH WHITE Commander,
showeth: _

That whereas we hear of a ship !low in Boston harbour,
purchased by Messrs. Ross and Morgan, of said Boston,
with intent of carrying passengers to London, we humbly
crave the favour your Honours will of your goodness grant
us the liberty to return in said shiP. to our native hOI1,1es,as
we have each of us in London a wIfe and several children,
whose whole dependence, under the :\Imighty, is. on our
labour for their support. We complam not, may It please
your Honours, of any ill-treatment since o~r being I1,1ade
captives, but on the contrary declare, and will at all times
declare our beinD"exceedingly well used. But our money
bein<T~n the d~cline, and a long and in all probability
tedi;"Js winter appl'OachinD",is the sole cause of this our
earnest prayer. W e beg~ therefore, your consideration of
our case, and that this our request and prayer may be
granted. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray. ADAM HIGH,

THOMAS LEMMON.

MauyerviIl, June the 20, 1776.

Copy of the original: ISRAEL PERLEY, Clerk:

No answer hath been given to the foregoing letter. In
July following Mr. Simonds was up river, and being Salem, 18th September, 1776.
questioned concerning those matters, he said he had wrote To the honourable the Council of the State of the ltlassa-
an answer, but upon consideration thought best not to send chusetts-Bay.

.it. He was then requestedby somethat if he was a friend _ In CouncIl,.Se~tember24, 1776,
to the cause, that he would leave something privately with Liberty is hereby granted to the w!thm-nal!1ed Ada,m
the Committee, expressing his sentiments; this he declined, HiO'h and Thomas Lemmon to depart thIs State m the Slup
any further than words, alleging that he could be of more Cr~ighton, Benjamin JJfoore Master, lately purchased by
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Mr. Ross, for the purpose of transporting himself and others
to Great Britain. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF OWNERS OF SLOOP PHCENlX.

State ofMASSACHUSETTS- BAY :

To tlte honourable the Council now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of JOHNROWE,in beho.lf of himself of Bos-

TON, and CARLTON B , of VIRGINIA,humbly
showeth :
That your petitioners, owners of the sloop Phrenix, bur-

thened ninety tons, armed with ten three and four-pounders,
eight swivels and cohorns, one thousand weight of powder
with shot in proportion, navigated by sixty men, and two
months' provisions on board; said sloop is destined to cruise
again5t the enemies of the United States of America. The
officel's on hoard are as follows, viz: Joseph Cunningham,
Captain; William I~overing, 1st Lieutenant; Daniel Mal-
com, 2d ditto; Henry Jackson, Master.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Honours to commission the said sloop and commander for
the purpose before mentioned. And your petitioners, as in
duty bound, shall ever pray. JOHNROWE.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted, and that a Commission be issued out to the above
named Joseph Cunningham, as commander of said sloop, he
complying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy &cretary.

PETITIO'N OF OWNERS OF SLOOP LIBERTY.

To tlte honourable Council of the State ofl\'hssAtm:usETTs-
BAY:

The Petition of SAMUELWEBB,SAMUELFLAGG,and HEN-
RYWILLIAMS,of SALEM,humbly showeth:

That your petitioners are fix.ingout at Salem, the schoon-
e~ Liberty as a privateer, to cruise upon the enemies of the
United States of America; which schooner is about twenty
tons burthen, mounts six guns, navigated by twenty-five
men; has on board fifty pound of powder, eight barrels of
beef and pork, two thousand weight of bread, and will be
commanded, if your Honours please, by Ebenezer Peirce.
Your petitioners therefore pray that your Honours would be
pleased to grant a commission to the said Ebenezer Peirce
to command the said schooner for the above purpose. And
your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

SAMUEL W EBB, SAMUEL FLAGG,

HENRY W II.LIA~IS.

In CouncIl, September 24, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
grl1oted, and that a Commission be issued out to the said
Ebenezer Peirce, as commander of the Schooner Liberty,
he complying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETI'tION <:IF PETEI\G()()'LA1'.

May It please your Honours:
.

rhe humble Petition of PETER GOURLEY, Carpenter an
boardthe Ship MARIA, WILLIAM PRINGLE Commander,
from BARBADOES,bound for LONDON,and taken by the
Privateer Sloop REVENGE, of SALE~I, JOSEPH WRITE
Commander, humbly showeth:
That whel~as I am informed of a ship now in Boston

harbour, purchased by Messrs. Ross and Morgan, of said
Baston, with purpose of carrying passengers to London, I
humbly crave. the favour, your Honours will of your good-
ness grant me the liberty to return in said ship to my native
home, and to my family, whose whole dependence (under
God) is on my labour for their support. I freely, and with
gratitude, acknowledge to have been treated with the greatest
civility and kindness, since my being made a captive; but my
money now grows very 101\7,that 1 cannot possibly support
myself the approaching winter. I therefore humbly entreat
your Honours' consideration of my case, and that this my
earnest request and prayer may be granted. And your
petitioner, as in duty bound, shaH ever pray.

PETER GOULAY.
Salem, 23d September, 1176. .

To the honourable the Council of the State of the Massa-
chusetts-Bay, assembled at Watertown.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty be hereby granted to
the within petitioner to depart this State in the Ship Creigh-
lon, lately purchased by William Ross, for the purpose of
transporting himself and others to Great Britain.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF DANIEL DONNAVAN .AND OTHERS.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY: .

To the honourable the General Court of said State:
The Petition of DANIEL DONAVAN, Esquire, GEORGE

BATES, and MARK SIDDEN, humbly showeth:

That your petitioners were passengers on board the ship
Isaac, on a voyage from Tortola to Liverpool, in England,
and being on said voyage were taken and brought into this
State. That all your petitioners have the strongest of family
connexions in England, and some of them wives and chil-
dren, entirely depending upon them for support, added to
the distress of mind occasioned by their separation from
their friends; they find themselves in a situation that threat-
ens them with the want of every necessary of life. These
calamities are less easily supported, as they have never
taken any active part in that dispute which is the founda-
tion of theil' present captivity. Your petitioners therefore
humbly pray your Honours to take their unhappy case into
your wise considerations, and grant that Daniel Donavan
and his servant, Mark Sudden and his servant, and George
Bates, may have liberty to take passage for some part of
Europe, in a ship owned by Mr. William Ross, or grant
them such other relief as your Honours may think fit. And
your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.

DANIEL DONNAv£9;

GEORGE BATES,'

MARK SED:D:E:N."""'!'
.

"'. "'.
-, .'~:~-..

In Council, September2.f,"1176.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty be hereby graiited to
the above petitioners to depart this State in the Ship Creigh-
ton, Benjamin ~Ioore Master, lately purchased by Mr.
Ross, for the purpose of transporting himself and others to
Great Britain. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITroN OF JOHN BEARDWELL BARNARD.

To the honourable Council of the State ofM ASSACHUSETT5,
now sitti'ng at WATERTOWN:

The Petition of JOHN BEARDWELL BARNARD,passenger,
humbly showeth:

That your petitioner, having been taken on his passage,
bound for LQndon, 1n the ship Pecary, BreltOlt Cleaveland
Commander, from Tobago, and carried into Cape Ann, begs
the gentlemen to consider his case, having a wife and thre'EI
children, to give him leave to proceed in the first ship per-
mitted to sail for England. And your petitioner will ever
pray. J. B. B.o\RN;A1ID.

Cape Ann, September the 18th, 1776.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty is hereby granted to the
above petitioner to depart tbis State in the Ship Creighton,
Benjamin Moore Master, lately purchased by Mr. Ross for
the purpose of transporting himself and others to Great
Britain. JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF JOHN EM~fES.

State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
Unto the honourable the Council of said. State., sitting in

WATERTOWN,SEPTEMBER, 1776:
The Petition of JOH:t'lEMMEShumbly shows:

That he was taken on board the ship Creighton, from
Antigua, and brought jnto Boston by the Yankee privateer.
That his friends and connexions are an in Great Britain.
That he has no money to support him here, and therefQre
humbly prays your Honours would be pleased to allow him
to depart in the ship William, owned by Mr. William Ross,
and that he will act as a seaman on board of said ship.
And your petitioner, as bound, shall ever pray, &c.

JOHN EMMEs.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty be granted to said pe-
titioner to depart this State in the Ship Creighton, lately



789 MASS1\CHUS~TTS R~SOLVBS, &1:1.,SEPTEMBER, 1776. 790

purchased by him for the purpQse Qf transporting him and
~hers to Great Britain., ... ... ..

JQHN AVERY, l)eputy Secr",(ary.

PETITION OF JOHN BROWN.

To the hon()urable the Council of (he MA,SS~~a.USETTS
STATE, now siUing in W ATEHTOWN:

The Petition of JOHN BHOWN, q, native and inhabitant of
GREAT BRITAIN, humbly showeth:

That your petitioner belonged to the ship Earl of Erroll,
and was on his passage from the Island Grenada to London,
but, on the Q4th July last, was taken by two privateers of
New- York, and sent into Boston. ..

.

That your petitioner, having a wife and family in Lo1/..-
don, is desirous of returning to them, and begs the favour of
your honourable Board to grant him a permit to go thither
with Mr. Ross, who, your petitioner understands, is per-
mitted to go in the Ship Clayton. And your petitioner, as
in duty bound, will ever pray. JOHNBROWNE.

In Council, Septeml;>e~ ;:!4c,1776.

Read, and Qr(lereil, That said petitioner have liberty
granted to depart this State in the Ship Creighton, Berifa-
mill,Mo()re Master, lately purchased by Mr. Ross, for the
purpose of transporting himself and others to Great Britain.

JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.
Boston, September 21st, 1776.

PETITION OF JO~N ROWE.

State of MASS;\.CHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Count;ilnow siUing at WATERTOWN:
The Petition of JOHNROWE,of BOSTON,humbly showeth:

That your petitioner, with several others, owners of the
sloop Ph(£nix, now fitting her out to Gruiseagainst the ene-
mies of these United States, and said sloop having every
necessary equipment but the article of gunpowder, and
for want of which she is unable to proceed on her cruise;
your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Hon-
ours would grant him permission to purchase five hundred
weight of gunpowder out of the publick magazine belonging
to this State, and for which he will immediately pay the
money. JOHNROWE.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Resolved, That the COInmissary-General of this State be,
and he hereby is directed to deliver John Rowe, Esq., five
hundred pounds of Gunpowder, to be taken from the pow-
der-Mill at Andover, for the IIse of a private sloop-of-war
called the Phamix, he, the said Rowe, allowing and paying
the sum of six shillings per pound for said Powder to the
said Commissary-General, who is to be accountable for the
Sa{l1e. JQ~N Av.\C!.lY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITIQN OF JOHN STALKER.

Jlay it pleaseYl)urHonours:
The humbk PI;t.ition of JOHN S'(A.LKER, j}lariner on board

the ship ANNA.J\hRJA, W II.{,I4,M.f~INGLE Commander,
from BARJJADQES,bl)undfor LONDON,a.nd t«ken by the
privlJteer sloop REVENGE, of SALEM,JOSEPJI.WHr,rE
Cl)mmander, shl)weth :
That whereas 1 he'!.rof a ship, now lying in Bostl)n har-

bour, purchased by Messrs, RI)$~and Morgan, of said Bos-
tl)n, with iotent of c\lrrying passengers to Lon,don, I humbly
Clave tbe favour your Honours will of your goodness grant
me the liberty to retI.Jrnin.saiQship to Ll)ndon, it being my
native place, where I have a wife, whose whole support
depends upon my labour and i,n9ustry; and myself being a
man of a very weakly constitution.,very unable to en.durethe
hardships of a Ipng and in 'Ill probability tedious win.ter,
being always used to a w<!nner clin:late; my money also
being much 00 the declioe, that 1 cannot possibly support
myself here much longer.

These, may please your :HO(lours,are the sole cam;e
of this my earnest prayer; for I freely and with gratitude
acknowledge to have bee.n treaJed with the greatest civility
and kindness since my being made a captive. I therefore
beg your Honours' consideql.tionof rny case, and that this
my prayer may be granted. JOHNSTALKER.

Salem, 20th September, 1776.

To the honourable Council o.fthe State of the Massachu-
setts-Bay.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty be hereby granted tQ
the said petitioner to depart this State io the Ship Creighton,
Benjamin MQore Master, lately purchased by Mr. Ross, for
the purpose of transporting himself and others to Great
Britain. JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF CAPTAIN BROW!,!.

To the h(}'n,Qurable C(}uncil Qf the State of the MASSACHU-
SETTS- BAY:

The Petitil)n of Captain WILIMM J3ItOWNshoweth:
That YOllrpetitioner is appointed by Messrs. Paul Dud-

ley Sergeant, James Swan, Mungo Mackey, and Thomas
.
Adams, to the command of the privateer frigate-ship named
the Bostl)n,of which they are proprietors,which is almost
ready to sail upon a six mOQths'cruise against the enemies
of America. She carries twenty-two guns-ten nine-pound-
ers, six six-pounders, !Ind si~ four-pounders, with two hun-
dred and ten hanqs, including officers and marines; is
burthened about four hundreQ tons, and has on board ninety
barrels of pork, ninety barrels of beef, with small stores.
The First Lieutenant's name is Heman Voane, the Second
Lieutenant's name is John SnQddin; Captain of Marines,
Gawen Brown, Jr., the Lieutenant of Marines, William
Nichols.

Your petitioner therefore prays your Honours would COm'
mission him commander of said frigate, and give him the
necessary papers of instructions. And, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray. WILLUM BROWNE.

In Council, September 24, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the above Peti-
tion be granted, and thata Commissionbe issued Ol!tt,o the
above COmmQ.pQer,he complying with the res.olvesof CQn-
gress. Jo~t' AYf.RY,Deputy Secretary.

FQRM Q1" I}QNP I}IVJ:N j3Y AGENT§ FOR CAPTURES.

Know all men by these presents, that we, Timothy Per-
sons, of Pownalborough, in the County of Lincoln and State
of Ma$sa,cftusett$-Ba.y,gentleman, and
s.tand firmly bound and obliged to Henry Gardiner, Esq.,
Treasurer of the State aforesaid, in the sum of ten thousand
pounds, to be paid the said Treasurer or his successors in
said office, .to the which payment, well and truly to be
made, we bmd ourselves, our heirs, executors, and adminis-
trators, jointly and severally, and firmly, by these presents.
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and
seals, this 24th day of September, Anno Domini 1776.

The condition of the foregoing obligation is such, that
whereas the said Timothy Persons, Esq., is appointed Agent
(Qrt.he Eastern. District 191'~n captures made by any vessel
or otherways in which this State is anJ' way: interested or
concerned, whose ~uthority as Agent shall be limited to and
confined within the limits of the aforesaid district for holding
the Court of Captures, as set forth by an act of this State
for the trying and condemning of all vessels as aforesaid.
If, therefore, the said 7.'imothy Persons shall in all thinITs
observe and conduct hiniself according to the orders a~d
di~ections given him respecting his office as Agent afore-
saId, and shall duly account, when thereto legally required,
for all moneys and effects by him received in virtue of his
appointment as aforesaid, then the above obligation to be
void, otherways to abide and remain in full force and virtue.

PETITION OF Hl:;rGH W ALK~R ,h.NP OTHERS.

State ofMASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

7.'0 the honourable the Council of the said State:
The Petition oj HUGH WALKER, ARCHIBALD BOG, and

ROBERT PARR, humbly shows:
.

. That you~ peti~ioners were taken in. di.fferent ships belong-
109 to the mhabltants of Great Bntazn and bl'OuO'htinto
this State; that they have families in Great Brit«in s~fferjng
for want of their assistance while they remain here without
the least employment, and must soon suffer for want of the
necessaries of life, or become an unwilling burthen upon
their friends; y~ur petition~rs ~herefore ~umbly pray tha.t
your Honours will take their distressed cIrcumstances into
your wise consideration, and grant them a permission to
leave this State with Mr. Ross on his ioten,ded voyage, or

'*'
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any other opportunity under the directions of your Honours,
or make such order and grant them such relief as in your
Honours' wisdom may seem fit. And your petitioners, as in
duty bound, shall e\'er pray. HUGH WALKER,

ARCH'D BOG,
ROBERT PARK.

Boston, August 22d, 1776.

In Council, September 25, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty be hereby granted to
the within petitioners to depart this State in the Ship
Creighton, Benjamin ~Moore Master, lately purchased by
Mr. Ross, for the purpose of transporting himseU and others
to Great Britain.

-

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

ORDER FOR PROCURING CANNON FOR THE SHIP BOSTON.

In Council, September 25,1776.

Whereas, by a resolve of the General Court, passed Sep-
tember 16th, 1176, the Committee for Fortifying the Har-
bour of Boston were directed to send forthwith by water,
so many Cannon, nine-pounders, with carriages and other
apparatus from those in and about Boston as shall be su'm-
cient to arm the Continental ship called the Boston, to the
town of Newburyport; and whereas a sufficient number of
nine-pound Cannon cannot be procured out of those in and
about the town of Boston, for the purpose above mentioned:
Therefore,

Ordered, That the Committee for fortifying the Harbour
of Boston be, and hereby are directed to send to lVewbury-
port for the Cannon aforesaid, forthwith by water, four
twelve-pound Cannon and other apparatus, with their car-
riages, from those in and about Boston, in lieu of the nine-
pound Cannon that are wanting, and they were directed to
send to the place before mentioned, and also to supply the
said Ship with two six-pounders and four four-pounders, if
to be procured.

PETITION OF OWNERS OF SCHOONER INDEPENDENCE.

To the honourable Council of the Sta(e of MASSACHUSETTS
BAY:

The Petition of WILLIAM NICKOLS, in behalf of himself,
STEPHEN HOOPER, and SAMUEL BATCHELDER, humbly
showeth :
That yo~r petitioners are fitting out at Newburyport, in

this State, the schooner Independence, to cruise on the
enemies at the United American States; said schooner is
about fifty tons burthen, carries six carriage-guns, four and
three-pounders, and eight swivels, with a sufficient quantity
of powder and ball, has twenty barrels of provisions on
board; will be navigated by twenty-five men, and com-
manded by William Nickols; First Lieutenant Moses Ger-
rish; Cutting Itunt Captain of the Marines. Your petitioners,
therefore humbly pray your Honours to commission William
Nu:kols to command said schooner for the above purpose.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

WILLIAM NICKOLS.

In Council, September 25, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issued out
to the above-named William Nickols, he complying with
the resolves of Congr-ess.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF CHARLES REID.

State ofMASSACHUSETTS:

Unto the honourable Council of said State, sitting at
"\V ATERTOWN:

The Petition of CHARLES REID humbly showeth:
That the petitioner was taken sotne months ago in his

passage to London, and brought into Boston. That he is
a married man and has six small children, capable of no
support to themselves, and who depend entirely for subsist-
ence on his labour. That he has no way in the world of
gettinD" home to them unless the honourable Council will
pleas: to allow him to go in Mr. Ross's ship, which he
earnestly requests may be granted him. And your peti-
tioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

CHARLES REID.

In Council, September 25, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty is hereby granted to

the above petitioner to depart this State in the Ship Creigh-
ton, Benjamin ~[oore Master, lately purchased by Mr.
Ross, for the purpose of transporting himself and others to
Great Britain. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF ALEXANDER TOUGH AND THOMAS MAHONY.

State of MASSACHUSETTS:

To the honourable the Council of said State, sitting at
WATERTOWN:

The Petition of AI.EXANDER TOUGH and THOMAiI
MAHONYhumbly showeth:

That your petitioners were taken some months ago on
their voyage from Jamaica tQ London, and brought into
Boston. That Alexander Tough has three small children,
who, having the misfortune to be motherless, are in the
utmost need of his personal support. Thomas ltlahony is
likewise a married man, and has the additional care of a
parent, who depends entirely upon him for maintenance.
Your petitioners therefore most humbly request the honoul'-
able Council to permit them to go home in the sbip belong-
ing to Mr. Ross, as they have no other prospect of relief.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

ALEXANDER TOUGH.

THOMAS MAHONY.

In Council, September 25, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liberty be hereby granted to
the within petitioners to depart this State in the Ship Creigh-
ton, Benjamin frIooTe Master, lately purchased by 1\11'.
Ross, for the purpose of transporting himself and others to
Great Britajn. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PERMISSION FOR THE SHIP WILLIAM.

State ojMASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

Permission is hereby granted unto Benjamin ~Ioore,
Master of the Ship William, together with the several pas'-
sengers and others on board her, to depart this State in
ballast, and stores for the peopJe and passengers' sustenance
on1y, for some port in Great Britain, liberty having been
granted to the said passengers and others by this Board, as
will appear by tbe several permits delivered them, under
the hand of the Secretary of this State, or his Deputy.
Tberefore, all masters and commanders of armed vessels
fitted out from any of the United States will duly notice this
permission, and suffer said ship to pass with her passengers
and others, unmolested accordingly.

In Council Chamber, at Watertown, the 25th September,
1776.

In the name and per order Council:
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary..

In Council, September 26th, 1776,

Ordered, That the Committee of Sqfety, Inspection, &c.,
of the town of Boston be, and they bereby are directed to de-
liver to Mr. William Ross, owner of the Ship William, (lately
the Creighton,) the sails, or any other articles now in their
possession, belonging to said Ship. And the said Com-
mittee are further directed carefully to inspect the said
ship, and to take care that no one person takes passage in
the said ship but such as have a certificate in writing under
the hand of the Secretary of this State, or his Deputy, certi-
fying that liberty has been granted them for that purpose.
And the said Committee are also directed to see tbat no
other persons but such as produce a certificate as aforesaid,
take passage in said vessel; and the Committee are directed
to permit Mr. Ross to take on board as provisions for the
voyage such articles named in a bill of stores this (lay
delivered .Mr.Ross, signed by the Secretary, which bas been
allowed by this Board; and the Committee are also directed
to return a list of the names of the persons who sball actually
sail in the said ship, to this Board as soon as may be.

PETITION OF WILLIAM ROSS.

State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable the Council of State sitting in W ATEI\-

TOWN,SEPTEMBER, 1776:
The Petition of WILLIAM Ross, of JAMAICA,gentleman,

humbly shows:
That by an order of this honourable Board of the 7th
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ultimo, your petitioner, in conjunction with Mr. Nathaniel
Morgan, were permitted to purchase a vessel for the I::on-
veniency of transporting themselves and their families to
Great Britain, to depart from this State any time after the
1st instant, and in the mean time giving them leave to pre-
pare such vessel as they might purchase, so as to be ready to
sail when this honourable Board might think proper to grant
them permission. In consequence of which order your peti-
tioner has purchased a vessel, but in preparing her he has
met with some interruption, particularly in procuring of bal-
last, which has been refused to oe supplied him without a
certificate from the Committee of Safety in Boston, of its
being agreeable to them, for which certificate your petitioner
applied to the said Committee, and produced a copy of the
aforesaid order of this honourable Board, but the said Com-
mittee refused granting any such certificate, as the said order
was not addressed to them.

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays that your Honours
would be pleased to order the said Committee to grant him
leave to procure such ballast, and to do and provide every
thing else necessary for the putting the said vessel into a
proper condition for going to sea, (excepting the bending of
her sails,) that she may be ready to proceed whenever your
Honours are pleased again to grant permission, the hon-
ourable Board in their wisdom having thought proper to
suspend their former permission till further orders, by an
order of the 21st ultimo. And your petitioner shall ever
pray, &rc. WILL. Ross.

In Council, September 3d, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That David Sewall, Esq., be di-
rected to take the within Petition into consideration and
report. JOHN AVERY, Deputy &cretary.

Council Chamber, September 3, 1776.

Ordered, That William Ross, of Jamaica, who has by
permission of this Board purchased a vessel to transport
himself and family to Great Britain be, and hereby is per-
mitted to procure ballast for his said vessel, and to do
every thing necessary for repairing and fitting the vessel for
the sea, for his intended voyage; and all persons are directed
in no manner to retard, hinder, or molest, the said William
Ross, or such persons as he may employ in that business.
And to the end the said William Ross may not depart till
the order of this Board, the Committee of Inspection, Cor-
respondence, &c., for the town of Boston, are 'directed to
receive the sails of the said vessel into their custody, and
them detain until the said Ross shall have p'ermission in
writing from this Board to take his departure, and the said
Committee are also directed to use their influence to prevent
the said William's being interrupted in preparing his vessel
for his intended voyage as aforesaid.

The Petition of WILLIAMEMLE and JAMESMcGILL,
humbly showeth:

That your petitioners were taken on their passage on
board the Zachary Bayley, from the West-Indies, to Lon-
don, and brought into Boston; that your petitioners have
wives and families in England, whose only support depends
upon your petitioners, and in case they are not permitted to
go to them, they must be reduced to the greatest misery and
want. Your petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray your
Honours would be pleased to permit them to depart on
board the ship pnrchased by Mr. Ross, who will take them
with your Honours' permission. And by granting this peti-
tion, your petitioners will be ever bound to pray, &e.

WILLIAM EMLE,
JAMES MCGILL.

In Council, September 26th, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the above petitioners have
liberty granted to them to depart this State in the Sbip
William, Benjamin Moore Master, lately purchased by Mr.
Ross, for the purpose of transporting himself and others to
Great Britain.

APPLICATION FOR CAPTAIN SAMSON.

Kingston, 23d September, 1776.

SIR: Captain Samson waits upon the Council to make
report, and receive further orders. As some small repairs
are wanting on the brigantine he commands, and if the
honourable Council should order him out again, some pro-
visions, &rc., will be necessary, I imagine it will be thought
needful, that some person should be appointed for these pur-
poses, as I don't know that any provision has been made
in these respects.

Captain Samson thinks that it might have been advan-
tageous to the State, as well as to the ship's crews, if he had
not been so restricted by his orders in bis last cruise. I
presume your Honours will give him such instructions as
shall be thought most conducive to the good of the State.

r am, sir, your very humble servant,
W. SEVER.

In Council, September 26, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the Hon. William Sever be
appointed Agent for the purpose above mentioned, and he
is hereby directed to supply the said Brigantine with such
Stores, and other articles, as may be necessary to equip said
Brigantine for the sea.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

To Hon. James Bowdoine, Esq.

In Council, September 26, 1776.

Ordered, That the Hon. W"'illiam Seaver, Esq., be ap-
PETITION OF JAMESHODGES. pointed to provide the armed vessel commanded by Simeon

To the honourable Council assembled at WATERTOWN,in Samson, with such Stores, and other articles, as may be

the State of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,the 26th day of necessary to equip said \'essel for the sea; and the Com-
SEPTEMBER,Anno Domini 1776: missary is hereby directed to supply said vessel out of their

The Petition of JAMES HODGES, of ABERDEEN, in SCOT- publick store with such things as by said Mr. Seaver shall

LAND,Merchant, humbly showeth: be required of him. ,

That your petitioner, about twelve months since, was JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.
passenger in the brigantine Diana, John Wallace Com-' Memorandum for sundry Provisions for Brigantine Inde-
mander, from Quebeck, bound for Boston, and taken by pendence, November :-25 barrels Beef, 15 barrels Pork, 1
some boats and carried to Cape Ann. That your petitioner cask Rice, 6,000 Ibs. Bread, 6 firkins Butter, 10 bushels
has, by the kindness of your Honours, been upon parole Peas or Beans, 50 bushels Potatoes and Turnips.
ever since, to go any where upon the Continent; that your
petitioner is of a tender constitution, and not brought up to
labour, and nothing left for his support here, and having no
opportunity to return to his native country, 'he prays tbat
your Honours would grant leave therefor. And your peti-
tioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c.

JAMES HODGES.
In Council, September 26, 1776.

Read, and Ordered,
-

That the abo\'e petitioner have
liberty granted him to depart this State in the Ship William,
Benjamin ~Moore Master,]ately purchasedby Mr. Ross, for
the purpose of transporting himself and others to Great
Britain.

PETITION OF WILLIAM EMLE AND JAMES MCGILl..

State of the MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:
Unto the honourable the Council of said State:

PETITION OF OWNERS OF SCHOONER HOPE.

State ofMASSACI:IUSETTs-BAY:
To the Honourable the Council of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

The Petition of Watson and Spooner, Samuel Jackson,
and John Grey, in tbe town of Plymouth, in behalf of them-
selves and others, owners of the schooner Hope, burthened
about forty-seven tons, armed with five three-pounders and
ten swivels, three hnndred weight powder, one hundred
three-pound, and twenty double-head shot, three hundred
swivel shot'; forty two and a half pound shot, eight hundred
grape shot: provisions, twenty-five barrels beef aQd pork
and two thousand bread; navigated by forty-fire men ~
Walter Hatch commander; is designed to cruise against th~
enemies of the United States of America.

Your petitioners would, therefore, humbly request your
Honours to commission the said vessel and Captain for the
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purpose aforesaid. And your petitioners, as in duty bound,
ihall ever pray. WATSONSPOONER,

SA~UEj:. JACJ(SON,
JOHN GRU.

N. B. John Churchill, First Lieutenant; Solomon Whit-
ten, Second Lieut~nant; Sibeline White, Master.

In Couneil, September 26, ~776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be is~ued out
(p the above-named Wqlter ffa(ch, he complying with the
re~olves of Congress. '

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

Ol\DER TO CAPTAIN BANGS.

In Counei], September 26, 1776.

Whereas a number of men in the several Towns in the
County of Barnstable, have been drafted to repair to the
lines at Dorchester Heights, which men have not as yet
arrived at the place of destination:

Ordered, That Captain Abijah Bangs, who was ap-
pointed to command said men, be, and is hereby directed
and commanded immediately to repair to the County of
Barnstable, and to order the mell that heW!:)been drafted in

. the several townS in said County, for the purpose aforesaid,
and who have not yet appear~d, immediately to march to
the Heights of Dorchester, there to attend their duty.

PETITION OF ALEXANDER LIDDELL AND THOMAS CREMARTY.

State of the MASSACHUSETTs-BAY:
Unto the honourable the Council of said State:
The Petition of ALEXANDER LIDDELL and THOMAS CRE-

!\IAl\TY, humbly sh()wcth:

That your petitioners were taken in their passage from
Jama.ica to London, and brought into Boston. That the
said Akxander Liddell has a wife and two small children
at home, and his wife birr with a third when he came away;
that their support entire1y depended upon his labour; and
that the said Thomas Cremarty hath a father, who, from
age and infirmities, has been confined to bed for three years
past, whose whole subsistence, as well as that of his sister,
who takes carEl()f him, depends upon your petitioner.

That the conduc:<tof your petitioners since their arrival in
Boston, hath been SOsatisfactory that the owners of the
privateer who took the ship they were in, knowing the
above circumstances, made them a present of what little
adventure they had on board, though the ship and cargo
was condemned without exception. That, having con-
verted their little property into money, they gave it to Mr.
Ross, who has invest~dit in the purchase of his ship, &c.,
I,I.ndoan\1o\ return tlwm t_b.ei~{I}OI1~ytill his arrival in
1Jngland.

TherefQre mOst humbly prays your Honours to allow
them to depart in the said ship, that their families may
receive that relief which they must now be so much in
want of. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever
pray. ALEXANDER LIDDELL,

THOMAS CREMARTY.

William Ross begsleave to informthe honourableBoard
that the circumstances mentioned in the above petition
respecting him are true, and most earnestly prays your
Honours would be pleased to permit the petitioners to
depart with him, that he may have it in his power to pay
them their money, which he cannot do here but by bills of
exchange, which, from the unhappy state of affairs, cannot
be negotiated. W II.L. H.oss.

In CO\1neil, Sept~mber 26, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the within petitioners have
liberty granted them to depart this State in the Ship Wil-
liam, Benjamin MQfJre Master, lately purchased by Mr.
Ross, for the purpose of transporting himself and others to
Great Britain.

PETITION OF nO~ERT 1I1'KOWN.

To the honourable the Council of the State oj the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-]3Ay,at W 4,TERTOWN:

Your petitioner humbly showeth that, as your petitioner,
as Commissary for the troops stati.oned a.t Br~tol, in the

County of Lincoln, hath received the !irst and second pay~
ments, and hath settled his aCC(ll1ntsfor the /irst, and he is
cQme up 10 setde his accounts for the second, and to receive
the third payment according to the resolves of the Great
and General Court, not knowing that the Court was ad..
jO\lrned, and as thQse supplies that yO\Wpetitioner hath
received are nearly e~b<ll,lsted,<lnd thf3,distance he hath
come is two hundred miles, your petitioner humbly prays
that his accounts may be e1'amin~d; and that, as the dis~
tance is so great, he may receive the money for the three
ensuing months, which is One hundred and eighty-seven
pouods, ten shillings, or as much as your Honours, in your
great wisdom, shall think proper. And your petitioner, as
in duty bound, shall ever pray. ROJ.lERTM'KoWN.

In Couneil, Sept~mb~r 26, 1776.

, Read, ~nd Ordered, That the prayer of the abQve Peti-
tion be granted, and that a Warrant be drawn on the
Treasury for £ ]50, in favOI.\rof said ltFKQwn, he to be
accQuntable for the same.

JQHN AV~RY!l)eputy Sf;crctwry.

PETITION OF OWNERS OF SCHOONER RANGER.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable the Council now sitting in W A'URTOWN:
The Petition of TRIsTRA~ DALTON, JONATFIAN T~TCOMB,

PETER ROBERTS, THOMAS THOMAS, and EBENEZER
PARSONS, humbly shows:
That your petitioners, owners of the schooner Ranger,

burthened about fifty-two tons, armed with six three-pound-
ers, ten swivels, two hundred weight of powder, with shot
in proportion, navigated by forty men; and thirty barrels of
beef and pork, three thousand weight of bread, on board.
Said schooner is intended ~o cruise against the enemie$ of
these Unitc.d States.

The officers On board are &Sf"QIlQ\Vs,vi~:. peter &bcrts,
Comm~nder; Jeremiah Par~Qns, First Ljeutenant; JQhiJ
Robinson, Master.

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly request your HQJ)ot]1'$
to cornmissi9n the said schooner and c011;l.manderfOf th.~
purposes above mentioned. And your petitioners, as in
rluty bourui, shall eVer pray. P RETER OBERTS,

In behalf of myself and owners.

In Counei], September 27,1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition
be granted, and that a Commission be issued out to the
said Peter Roberts, he complying with resolves of Con-
gress. JoaN AVE:RY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF JAMES FULTON.

To the honourable Council of the State of the MASSACH{J-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition of JAMESFULTON,late Master of ihe JEAN
OFlROIN,humbly showeth:

That your petitioner hath laid his case before your Hon-
ours twice before, this some time ago, to obtain liberty to
return home. At present, your petitioner, understanding
there is a ship bound fromthe port of Boston to London,
belonging to Mr. William Ross, and thO\.tthere is liberty
granted to several shipmasters to go with the said William
Ross, your petitioner humbly 'prays that your Honours
would take his case into consideration, as I was taken by
Captain Tucker, of the Hancock, armed schooner, and car-
ried into Lynn, on the 7th of May, and hath remained
in Lynn ever since, and never hath got any subsistence
since that I came to the country, but hath been obliged to
sell both clothes and other necessaries to support me. For
such reasons your petitioner humbly prays that your Hon-
ours would take his case intD consideration, and grant him
liberty, with his servant, to go wilh the above Mr. William
Ross, or, if disappointed of him, with the first opportunity
that may offer to Britain or Portugal. And your petitioner,
in duty bound, shall ever pray. JUlES FULTON.

In Couneil, September 27th, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
so far granted, that the petitioner have lib.erty to depart this
State in the Ship William, commanded by Benjamin JJ;Ioore
lately purchas~d by .Mr. Ross, for the purpose of transport~
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ing himself and others to Grear Britain, provided the said
Ross permit him to go in said ship; but permission for his
servant is not granted.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

Captain Fulton has remained in this town ever since he
was taken, which is about four months, and during that
time he has behaved himself with decency and civility, and
not departed in any respect, as we apprehend, fi'om his
parole.

..
JOHN MANSFIELD,

Chairman Qf the Committee of Correspondence.

Lynn, ~ September, 1776.

To aU petsons whom it may concern.

PETITION OF JA'M'ES:R::ENNEtfY.

State oj the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable CounC1:[of the State of MASSACHU-

SETTS-BAY,now sitting in WATERTOWN:
The Petition of JAMESKENNEDY,late Master of the Ship

PEGGY,8[c., humbly showeth:
That your petitioner laid his case before your Honours

some time ago, of his bad state of health, and of his having
a wife and small family in London, to which place your
petitioner hears of a ship just going, belonging to a William
Ross; your petitioner, therefore, being yet poorly in his health,
and subject to rheumatism, fears the approaching seasnn,
Imd likewise ina place where he knows nobody that can
f!;ivehim support, and already has been obliged to dispose
of his linen and clothes to support himself. He thereJore
hopes that your Honours would be ple~sed to grant him
liberty to go in said ship, together with a servant man named
John Weatherd, and girl named Sophia Kennedy, which
your petitioNal'was obliged to bring from the West-Indies,
to wait on and take care of him in his trouble, being at that
time unable to put off or on his clothes, and is now been
obliged to have the attendance of a doctor since his arrival
here. Your petitioner therefore hopes that your Honours
would be pleased to grant him said indulgence. And as in
duty bound, he will ever pray, &.c.

J AMES KENNEDY.

BoBtol1, September 25th, 1776.

In Coul1cil, September 27, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the petitioner
be so far granted that he have liberty to df!part this State
with his servant girl, named &ophia Kennedy, (but his ser-
fint man not pei'm'itted to go,) ill the Sbip William, com-
manded by Benjamin .Moore, lately purchased by Mr. Ross,,
cfut the parpos-eof transpottinghimself and others to Great
Britain, provided tbe 'said Ross permits bim to go in said
vessel. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

Boston, 29th Septemher, 1776.

These certify whom it may concern, that Captain James
J{ennedy was master, and Thomas Pamp mate, of the Ship
p'eggy, when captured by tbe Captains Skimmer and
TUcker. J. BRADFORD.

PETi'tION OF 1IJCflAtm PVN£.

To the h01lo'Ufable the Council of the State of MASSACHiJ-
!lETTS-BAY,humbly showeth:

That your petitioner,Richard Pyne, was chartered on
the 26th of A:ugust, 1775, by Messrs. Lettis and Hayes, of
the Island of St. Michael's, with a design to carry staves to
the West-Indies; but by an unforeseen accident was pre-
vented, on which said freighters thought proper to load her
with wine and fruit for this Continent, and on the 7th of
May, 1716, was taken by the armed schooner Hal/cock, of
this Province, and carried into Lynn. Your petitioner noW
requests that your Honours will be good enough to give
him liberty to depart from this country, that he may return
home to his family; and as he has some freight due to him
in the Island of St. Michl/el, would prefer going by tbat
way; and some time past bought an old vessel with a design
of proceedingwhen liberty would be granted, and since,
apprehending that she might be liable to seizure, resold her.
Your petitioner now humbly beseeches your Honollrs will
permit him to buy a small vessel to return home with, with
a crew of masters and servants -Conavigate her, that have
your permission to depart from here, or permit him to
depart by any other ways or means I may find most con-
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venient for myself and a small boy, an apprentice. And as
many other masters have your Honours' permission, your
petitioner prays YOM Honours to permit the same indul-
gence to him, as on his being taken he signed a parole not
to act agairist the Colonies, and is now willing to give your
Honours any other obligations you may require, that a
stranger or an individ.ual can give. And On your Honours'
permission, your petitioner will be forever bound to pray.

.

RrcHARD PYNE.

In Council, September 27.1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
so far granted that the petitioner, but not his servants, have
liberty to depart this State in the Ship William, commanded
by Benjamin Moore, lately purchased by Mr. Ross, fa I' the
purpose of transporting himself and others to Great Britain,
provided the said Mr. Ross p~rmits him to go in gaid ship.

JOHN AVERY, Deptity Secretary.

. . Boston, July, 1776,

Captain Richard Pyne, of the brig William, has given
his parole of honour not to act against the United Colonies.

J. WARD,A. D. C.

Committee of Correspondence, Lynn, September 26, 1776.

Richard Pynl!, who wa;s mastBf of the brigantine called
the William, which was taken and brought into the harbour
in this town, has resided here ever since the captUl'8, and
we are fully persuaded has made no attempts to depa1't the
COUtltl'y secretly and without license, but has in all respects
abided by his parole. And we are unable to suggest any
reason why he should have liberty to depari and return home
denied him, if others in the same condition with him have
liberty granted to them. We esteem him to be a gentleman
and a mM of honour, and as sllch, we recommend him to
the respect and assistance of all persons.

JNO. FLAGG, per order.

1'ETITffiN or .TOHN DONNEI,(TbN.

To the honourable the Council of tILe State of ]\'!ASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition of JOHN DONNEsTaN, late Master of the Ship
ANN, hltmbly sho1JJtth:

That YOllr petitioner laid his case before your Honours
some time ago to obtain leave to go out of this country, anti
at present there is a ship bound from Boston to the port of
London. He therefore begs your HonuUI'Swould be pleased
to grant him liberty to go in tbat ship, along with Mr. Wil-
liam Ross, as he understands several other shipmasters is
goingwho was taken sometime after him. Your petitioner,
therefore, most humbly prays your HonoUl's will grant him
liberty to retUrn home to his wifea:nd family by this ship or
the first that goes to any port of Britain, Spain, or Portu.~
gal, as he has been near foUl' months in this country and
never had any subsistence allowed him, llnd had an interes.t
on board when taken upward of three hundred pounds
stading. Your petitioner, therefore, begsyour HonoUl's will
take his hard case into consideration, and allow him any
part of his private venture your Honours may think proper,

, with liberty to depart from this country. And in duty
bound,shall ever pray. JOHN DONNESTON.

In Council, Septemher 27,1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted; the petitioner have liberty to depart this State in
the Ship William, commanded by Benjamin Moore, lately
pUl'chased by lVIr. Ross, for the purpose of transporting
himself and others to Great Britain, provided the said Mr.
Ross permithim, the saidDonncston, to go in said ship.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

APPLICATION IN FAVOUR OF CAPTAIN DUDF.IELD.

To the honourable the President of the Council, W ATER-
TOWN.

Salem, 27th September, 1776.

The bearer, Captain Du.djield, was taken and brought in
here by Captain Fisk, in the Tyrannicide. He bas a young
son with him, about six years old, and a black boy; and
now waits on the Council in hopes of obtaining permission
for himself and them, together with the surgeon of bis ves-
sel, to sail for England with Mr. Ross. They have very
little to support themselves here, and will soon becom~ bur-
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thensome to the State. May it not, under the circum-
stances, be prudent to let them go?

With due respect, I am your Honours most obedient ser-

"

vant, RICHARD DERBY, JUN.

To the honourable the President of the Council.

In Council, September 28, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That liperty be granted to Captain
Dudfield, his son and servant, to depart this State in the
Ship Tfilliam, Benjamin Moore Master, lately purchased by
Mr. Ross, for the purpose of transporting himself and others
to Great Britain; but permission is not granted to his Sur-
geon. JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF PEARSON JONES.

To the honourable CounciloJ the State oj MASSACHUSETTS:
The Petition of PEARSONJON"ES,oj FALMOUTH,C. BAY,

humbly shows:
That he, with Ebenezer Parsons, of Newbury-Port, have

fitted out a sloop called the Putnam, burthened sixty tons,
navigated by forty-five men, mounted with two carriage-
guns, three-pounds, and sixteen swivel-guns, to carry two
hundred pounds powder, three thousand pounds beef, four
barrels pork, three thousand pounds of bread, &c. That
said sloop is fitted out for the purpose of cruising against the
enemies to the American States. That the owners of said
sloop have chosen the following officers for her, viz: Joseph
Bailey Captain, John Maxwell First Lieuten~nt, Nathaniel
Thompson Second Lieutenant, William Thomas Master.
The petitioner therefore prays your Honours to grant a
commission to Captain Joseph Bayley as commander of the
above-mentioned vessel. And, as in duty bound, will ever
pray. PEARSONJONES.

In Council, September 28, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issued out to
Joseph Bayley, as Commander of the above Sloop called
the Putnam, he complying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.
Watertown, September 28th, 1776.

PETITION OF OWNERS OF SCHOONER DOLPHIN.

State oj MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable Council oj the State oj MASSACHU-
SETTS-BAY:

The Petition oj SAMUEL WARD, JOSEPH SPRAGUE, and
SAMUELWATERS, all oj SALEM, humbly showeth :

That your petitioners are now' fitting out with all des-
patch, a private schooner of war, called the Dolphin, bur-
then about eighteen tons, to carry one hundred pounds
weight of gun-powder, and ten barrels of provisions, to be
mounted with eight swivel-guns, and navigated by twenty-
five men, whereof is intended to be Captain John Leach.
Your petitioners therefore humbly request that the said
John Leach may be commissioned Captain of the said pri-
vate schooner of war. And your petitioners, as in duty
bound, shall ever pray. SAMUELWARD,

JOSEPH SPRAGUE.

In Council, September 28,1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commission be issued out to
the said John Leach, he complying with the resolves of
Congress. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

ORDER FOR SUPPLIES FOR GENERAL WASHINGTON.

In Council, September 28, 1776.

Whereas General Washington, in his letter of the 19th
instant, to the General Assembly of this State, has repre-
sented that the army under his command are much in want
of Camp Utensils, and that he knows not how to procure a
sufficiency:

Therefore, Ordered, That the Commissary-General be,
and hereby is directed to procure two Te;;lms, and load the
same with such a number of iron Pots as they can contain,
and send them forward immediately to Norwich, in the
State of Connectl"<:ut,and consign them to William C~it,
Esq., merchant there, and desire him to forward them by
water to the town of Fairfield, to the address of Thaddeus
Burr, Esq., to be by him forwarded to General Washing-
ton for the use of the Continental Army in the State of
New- York.

PETITION OF JAMES DARGIE.

To the honourable Council and Representatives oj the Gen-
eral Court assembled at WATERTOWN:

The humble Petition oj JAMESDARGIE,setteth Jorth:
That he arrived at this place upon the 9th of April,

1775, to go as an officer on board of a newship, then build-
ing at Danvars, fOl'Dr. John Calfe, of Ipswich, by Captain
Israel Hutchinson, and further showeth that the said ship
was launched in June, 1775, from which time to the present,
as the ship has been stopped by the honourable House as
above, your said petitioner has been distressed greatly for
want of the necessaries of life, and as I see no prospect of
the ship going from hence, humbly begs your Honours to
grant me liberty to leave this country, as having a wife and
two small children at bome, and must be in a poorer situa-
tion for want of my assistance. Your Honours' compliance
will forever bind your petitioner to pray.

JAMtS DARGIE.

Danvars, in the County of Essex, September 29, 1776.

ORDER FOR DISCHARGE OF CONSTANT CHURCH, AN INDIAN.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
September 30, 1776. S

Whereas by an order of Council of the 9th instant, one
Bill, alias Constant Church, an Indian, was committed to
ihe Gaol in Cambridge, in the County of Middlesex, on sus-
picion of being a Spy sent from Canada, and there to remain
till further order of Council; and it having been now made
to appear to this Board that the said Indian belongs to the
town of Freetown, and not likely that he was any Spy or
any ways inimical:

Therefore, Ordered, That the said Constant Church be,
and he hereby is discharged from his confinement in the said
Gaol in Cambridge.

In the name and by the order of the Council.
To the Keeper of the Gaol in Cambridge, in the County of

Middlesex.

PETITION OF JEREMIAH O'BRIEN.

To the honourable Committee oj Council, assembled at
WATERTOWN, Jor the MASSACHUSETTS STATE:

The Petition oj JEREMIAHO'BRIEN, in behalf oj himself
and Company, humbly showl!th:

That he has served with his company on board the sloop
Jl:IachiasLiberty, in the Colony service, from the 1st day of
February last, under many disadvantages, my officers and
seamen making repeated applications for money, with which
I havesuppliedto the amountof five or six hundreddollars,
and still lie out of it, which your Honours readily think is a
great disadvantage to me. Also, have furnished the sloop
and schooners now in the Colony service to the amount of
nigh one hundred and sixty pound lawful money, and as
yet have not received any pay therefor; the men on board
had not sufficient clothing to defend them against the in-
clemency of the weather. I have now on board my full
complement of men, who are daily solicited to enter in pri-
vate properties; they having such great encouragement,
renders it very difficult to keep them on board, and unless
the honourable Committee will in their great wisdom order
payment it will be ,impossible to confine them on board.
Also would inform that I have made application to the
Commissary for provisions, and can't obtain any without a
draft from the honourable Committee of Council. We hold
ourselves always ready and willing to serve for the good of
our country; but are anxious to know whether we are held
in commission or to be discharged. An immediate answer
from your Honours will lay your petitioner under the greatest
obligations imaginable. As in duty bound, shall ever
pray.

JEREMIAH O'BRIEN.

In Council, October I, 1776.

Read, and thereupon Ordered, That the Commissary-
General of this State be, and he hereby is directed to fur-
nish necessary Provisions fi'om time to time to the men
belonging to the Sloop Jl:IachiasLiberty, under the command
of Captain Jeremiah O'Brian, and in actual service on
board the said sloop, until the next meeting of the General
Court. JOH:NAVERY,Deputy Secretary.
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In Council, October 1, 1776.

Whereas Captain John Foster Williams, of the Sloop
Republick, and Captain John Clouston, of the Sloop Free-
dom, both belonging to this State, are in want of some iron
ballast that the4' may immediately proceed on their intended
cmise: therefore the Committee for f,)\'tifying the Harbour
of Boston be, and they are hereby directed to deliver the
said Williams and Clouston, out of the row-galley lying in
Boston harbour, so much iron ballast, as they may stand in
need of at this time for their several sloops.

PETITION OF JOSHUA ORNE.

To the honoumble Council of the MASSACHUSETTSSTATE:
The Petition of JOSHUA ORNE, of MARBLEHEAD, humbly

showetlt:
That your petitioner, in concert with Captain John ,~H-

man, of lUarblehead, has been at considerable cost and pains
to equip an armed schooner called the Necessity, to cruise
against the foes of this and the United States of America.
Said schooner is burthened about thirty tons; armed with
twelv.e swivel guns and blunderbusses; commanded by
William Le Craw; navigated by thirty men; victualled
with twelve hundred pounds of bread, twelve, hams of beef,
and six of pork; to carry two hundred pounds powder.
Your petitioner being destitute of a supply of powder for
the above vessel, humbly prays your Honours will grant
him an order on the Commissary-General for two hundred
pounds, he to pay for it, and two hundred grape-shot fi'om
the Laboratory, at Boston, as there are none to be had at
the forges for want of rain; and also a commission for the
above-named Le Craw. And your petitioner, as in duty
bound, will ever pray, &c. JOSHUAORNE.

Watertown, October 1, 1776.

In Council, October 1, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
granted, and that a Commission be issued out to the said
William Le Craw, as commander of said Schooner, upon
his complying with resolves of Congress; and that the Com-
missary-General be directed to deliver Mr. Joshua Orne,
two hundred pounds Gunpowder out of the Powder-Mill
at Andover, and two hundred pounds Grape-shot out of
the Laboratory at Boston, for the use of said Schooner; he
paying six shillings per pound for Powder, and for the Shot

. the customary price to the said Commissary, who is to be
accountable for the .same.

JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

MEMORIAL OF THE TOWN OF SPENCER.

Colony of the MASSACHUSETTS-B~y: .

To the hon01lrable General Court, sitting at WATERTOWN:
The .L1U£marial"ofthe Committee of Correspondence, Inspec-

tion, and Safety, of the Town of SPENCER, humbly
showeth :
That tlie Tories in several towns in the County of Wor-

cester have frequent meetings in large bodies, which creates
suspicions in the minds of the good people of said County
that said Tories have and are providing magazines of warlike
stores in several places, which we, your memorialists, think
it will be of very dangerous consequence to the lives and
liberties of this and the United Colonies in North America,
if suffered to proceed in their !:;chemes and plans. There-
fore we, your memorialists, humbly pray your Honours that
you would take said affair into your wise consideration, and
give us such instructions and directiolls, in order to proceed
with said Tories as may be effectual, when put into execu-
tion, to prevent their evil designs- against the said Colonies.
As in duty bound, shall e\'er pray.

ASA BALDWIN,

JEREMIAH WHITTEMORE,

KNIGHT SPRAGUE,

JOSHUA DRAPER,

Committee of Correspondence, Safety, and Inspection.
Spencer, July 13, A. D. 1776.

In the House of Representatives, October, 1776.

Upon the Petition of the Committee of Correspondence,
&c., of the town oCSpencer:

.

Resolved, That said Committee be enjoined to keep a
watchful eye upon suspected ipersons, and, according to
their best discretion, to redouble their exertions for the
peace and safety of their town.

FIFTH SERlES.- V OL. II.

PETITION OF JOSEpH THOMPSON.

To the honourable the Council and honourable llouse of
Representatives of the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in
General Court assembled at WATERTOWN,AUGUST,1776:

The Petition of JOSEPH THmJPSON, of MEDFORD, humbly
showeth : -

That your petitioner, after Lexington battle, left ~led-
ford, and retired to Boston, from whence, on the eighth
day of November last, he went to Swanzey, and there lived
till within a few days past. Tha~ your petitioner never
signed any addresses or associations, though often solicited

. to do it while he was in Boston. He acknowledges he
has, in some instances, acted an imprudent part, for which
he is ~-ery sorry. That he lately wrote to the Committee
of Inspection, &c., in ]}ledford, for leave to return home,
and that he might enjoy his estate again, but they informed
him it was out of their power, and that it lay with this hon-
ourable Court.

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays this honourable
Court to take his case into your wise and compassionate
consideration, and that your Honours would be pleased to
give orders that he may be restored to the enjoyment of his
estate again. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray, &c. JOSEPHTHO)IPSON.

PETITION OF DAVID GRIFFIN.

To the honourable the Gr.neral Assembly of the Province
of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,now holden at BOSTON, in
said JOrovince: .

The Petition of DAVID GRIFFIN, of SHEFFIELD, in the
County of BERKSHIRE, humbly showeth:

That, whereas there is a considerable quantity of salt-
petre made and manufactured in said Berkshire County,
and although there is a premium given for encouragement
to those who shall make the same, yet, nevertheless, the
transportation thereof to the powder-miIJs is attended with
a very considerable trouble and cost, the mills being so far
distant; and your petitioner, with a view for the benefit
and safetyof the United States of this distressed Continent,
as well as for his private interest, having obtained license
fi'om the honourable General Assembly of the Colony of
Connecticut, hath erected and set up a Powder-Mill in the
town of Salisbury, in Litchfield County, a town adjoining
to said Sheffield; and your petitioner being sensible that
said mill cannot be fully supplied with saltpetre by the
towns adjacent in said Colony; and your petitioner being
also sensible that the saltpetre made in said Berkshire
County can, with less trouble and cost, be delivered to said
mill than any other in the Province: Therefore your peti-
tioner prays that your Honours would take the matter into
your wise consideration, and enact, order, and decree, that
the towns in the County of Berkshire, or the towns iri said
Province, that are nearest said mill, may delivertheir salt-
petre at said mill; and that your Honours would appoint a
Committee to have the charge and oversightof the matter,
that the powder made of said saltpetrebe deliveredfor the
use and benefit of the Province, or in some other way grant
relief. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

Dated in Sheffield, this 5th day of August, 1776.
DAVID GRIFFIN.

PETITION OF COMMITTEE:" OF MEDFORD.

To the honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, OCTOBER, 1776:

~Iay it please your Honours:
Pursuant to a resol ve of Court passed the 19th of April,

Anno 1776, the Committee of Correspondence, &c., of
~Iedford, proceeded to take into their care the estates
belonging to the absentees, (as in said resolve described,)
and made due return thereof to said Court.

The present Committee beg leave now further to inform
youI' Honours, that they have lately discovered a dwelling-
house in said town, (now occupied by the Widow Kidder;)
to be the pl'Operty of Sir William Pepperell, an, absentee,
the particulars of which are fully described in the records
of the County Register.

STEPHEN HALL, ter.,
ISAAC WARREN,
JOSEPH TUFT,
JONA. PATTEN, }

Committee
of

Medford.

51
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PETITION OF SUS4NNMI LEECH,

To the honourable Council and House of Representatives
of the State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY: .

The humble Petition of SUSANNAHLEECH, widow of the
late JOHN LEECH, a soldier in Captain WILKJNS'S Com-
pany, Colonel WIGGLESWOETH'S Regiment, was killed
on board the galley TJI,PM.BULLOn LM~E CHAMrLAIN,
in OCTOBER, 1776, shQwr,th:
That your petitioner, being left witb tWQsmall children,

and incapable Qf supporting them, owing to the exorbitant
prices of the necessaries o.f life, by which they must have
suffered, had it not been. for the;;lssistance of her friepds,
begs leave to lay before your Hanours the under-mention~d
schedule of what clothes, &c., was lost belonging to her lat~
husband in that expeditian, and humbly solicits such allow-
ance to compensate for said loss, as in your wise judgment
may think meet:

A gun and accoutr~ments, cost him
1 clath jacket, - - - - -
2 homespun do., -
1 Damascusdo.,- - - - -

blanket,-
1 pair cottan-vel vet, breeches, -
1 pair ribbed pattera do., -
1 pair homespun do.,
1 pair linen do., -
4 Iinen shirts,
5 pair woolen stackings,
2 pair shoes, -
1 pair silver shoe-buckles and 1 pair knee do.,
1 hat and 1 silk handkerchief, -

- £4 15
010
o 18
1 00
o 18
110
1 4
o 9
010
210
110
o 9
1 10
o 15

£19 8
This may certify that toe above John Lee(:h Was a sol-

dier in my regiment and was drafted QJ1bOfl,rdof abov~
vessel in the expedition an La.ke Champlain.

EDWARD WIGGLEsWQRTfJ;,Colonel;

PETITION OF BENJAMIN GOODHUE.

To the h()'r!Ourablethe Cov:",;il of the' State of MASSi\CHU-
SETTS-BAY: '

The Petition of BENJAMIN Go.ODHUE, of SALEM, in the
State of MASSACH'[TSETTS-BAY,humbly showeth:

That he has, in company with several other persOns,
fitted the schooner Sturdy Beggar, of one hundred tOns
burthen, with eight carriage-guns, twelve swivels, muskets,
spears, and other weapons af war, with sixty men, and pro-
visions suitable for a si,x months' cru.is!J,with an intention of
cruising upon and making captUres of the pmperty of the
enemies of the United States of Ameri~a.

To effect said purpases, your petitianer, in behal f of himsc;M
and company, humbly begs that yaur hono.urab.le 8.o.a.rd
would grant Edward Rowlland, commander of said schooner,
a commission authorizing him to cruise and make captures
of th~enelnie.s aforesaid. Anq as in duty hOllnd, your peti-
tioner shall ever pray. BENJ'N GOOJ;)JJ;IJ~, JUN.

~n CQun~l, OctQb~, 2, 1.776.
, Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
granted, and that a commissioo be issued out to the above-
named Edward Rowland, as commander of the Schooner
Sturdy Beggar, he complying with the resolves of Congress.

JOHN,AvERY, Deputy Secretary.

ORJ)ER j)F Cj)UNCIL RESPECTI!W fJ:l,ISOI'JER,S.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Cb!\
.

mlJer,
.
t

October 3, 1776. 5
Ordered, That the Sheriff of the COQntyof Essex be,

and hereby is directed t.o tender t~le parole accompanying
this order to now in $alem, lately takel,l prisaners
of war, and in case they refuse, or either of them, to sign
the same, to commit him or them S.orefusing to prison agree-
able to a resolve of tbe hona\1fal:!leCongress. And it is
further ordered, that the sll,id Sher.iff be, and hereby is di-
rected to employ some suitable person to conduct the said

to the town of pox/ord, in the said County of
Essex, to which place the said. is destined, upon
their signing said parole, and deliver them to the care of the
Committee of Safety, &c., of said town. And the said
Sheriff is further ordere\l to. take into his custody

soldiers and sail.ors.tl\k~n by Captain Sauter, and

brought into the town of Salem, and confine them in the
gaol in said Salem, unless they Or either of them incline to
labaur, 0.1'exercise their trades in order to support themselves,
in which case you are directed to deliver to any of tbe
Committees af Correspondence, Inspection, &c., io said
County, such individuals o.f the said prisoners as are willing
to; be em~lo~ed in labour as aforesaid, t.o be by said Com-
mittees dlstnbuted to such persons as they may think proper
for the purposes aforesaid; and the Sheriff is directed to
take receipts of such Committees expressing the names of
such of the prisoners as they have received under their care,
~nd .their ~ngagement to. return them to yaurself (if remain-
mg m their town) when any order of Council shall pass for
that purpose.

ORDER FOR DEI.JVERING GpNS TO CAPTAIN~'JSEIJ...

Counc;jl Clwmber, Octob~r 3, 1776.

Ordered, That theCammitteeofCorresP.ondence,Safety,
and Inspection of the town of Newbury-Port be, and they
are hereby directed to deliver Captain Hector fl'JcNeil, for
the use of the ship Boston, eight swivel guns, brought in
said town the last year by one Captain Johnson, who was
from the West-Indies, in the service of this State.

JOHN AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF OWNERS OF BRIGANTINE WASHINGTON.

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

To the honourable the Council, now sitting in W ATER-
TOWN:

The Petition of JOHN DYSON, THOMAS DAVIS, WJLLUM
V AUS, of BEVERLY, SAMUEL TWING, and JONATHAN
HOBBY,oj BOSTON,humbly showeth:
That your petitioners, owners of the brigantine called

the Washington, burthened ninety tons; armed witb twelve
carriage-guns, six. and four-pounders, six swivels, four blun-
derbusses, six hundred weight of powder, with shot in pro-
portion; navigated by eighty men; and with twelve thou-
sand pouods beef and park, twelve thousand pounds bread
on board. Said brigantine is designed t.o cruise auainst the
enemies of the United States Qf America.

0

The officers on board are as follows, viz: Elias Smith
Captain, James Lovett First Lieutenant, William Tucker
Second Lieutenant, John Vickery Master.

Your petitioners would therefore humbly request your
Hanours to commiss.ion the said brigantine alld Commander,
for the purpose above mentianed. And your petitianers, as
in duty bound, shall ever pray. J DOHN . YSON,

In behalf ofa.1l concerned.

In COQncil, October 3, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That a Commis~ion be issued out
to the above-mentioned Elias Smith, as Commander of the
!1aidBrigantine, on his complying with resolves of Con-
gre$s. JOflN ,AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

Cou.ndl Chamber, October 3,1776.

Ordered, That the Committee for fortifying the Harbour
of Boston be, and they are hereby directed to send, by
water, -to Newbury-Port, twelve Swivel-Guns out of the
Row-Galley in Boston Harbour, to be delivered Captain
Hector McNeil, for the use of the Ship Boston.

JNO. AVERY,Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF OW~.ERS OF BIUQ f\EI'RISAL.

State of the MASS;\CHUSETTS-BAY:
To the honourable Council of said State, sitting at W ATER-

TOWJS",SEPTEM:BER 30, 1776: '
J OB P~INCE a,nd SA,~lTEL WHITE, agents for themselves

and for JACOB FOWLE, ANDREW CABOT, JOHN COFFIN
JONES, and BEN,JAMIN HlTCHBORNE, owners of the Brig-
antine RE;PRISAL, represent to your HO'llol1,rs:
That they have, at their jaint and proper ex;pense of said

.owners, fitted out, armed, manned, and equipped, the afore-
said brigantine now lying in the Harbour of Bos(on, and
ready far the sea, burthened about seventy tons; t.o be navi-
gated by seventy men; mounting eight carriage-guns, three-
pounders, ten swive.ls, and otber implements Qf war; and
provided with seveQty barrels beef and pork and fifty butts
water, together with six hu.ndred weight of powder and
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twelve hundred weight shot; and to be commanded by
John Wheelwright, Samuel Smallcorn First Lieutenant,
Nathaniel Thayer Second Lieutenant, John Gregore Mas-
tel', John Ritchmond Doctor, Peter Johnson Gunner, and
Joseph Pickman Steward.

They therefore. make this application to your Honours
for a commission. for the said brigantine, the said John
Wheelwright, in the bond herewith exhibited, baving com-
plied with requisitions of the honourable Congress in such
case. SAM. WHITE,

In behalf of Captain Job Prince and OWners.

In Council, October :J; 1776.

Read, and Ordered, Tbat a Commission be issued out
to the above-mentioned John U'heelwright, as Commander
of tbe said Brigantine, on his complying with tbe resolves
of Congress. JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

State of MASSACIIUSETTS-BAY to BENJAMIN AUSTIN, DR.

1776, September 28.-To cash paid Captain John Clous-
ton, of the Sloop Freedom, for one montn's advance wages
to the men on board the said Sloop, at 40s. each, £ 14.

Errours excepted. BENJ'N AUSTIN.

In Council, October 3, 1776.

Read and allowed, and Ordered, That a warrant be
drawn on the Treasury for £ 14, in full of tbe above ac-
count. JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

Boston, 28th September, 1776.

Received of Belifamin Austin, Esquit'e, fourteen poUlids,
being so much he paid me for one month's advance wages
to seven men inlisted on board the sloop Freedom, belong-
ing to this State. Captain JOHN CLOUSTON.

£14.

MEMORIAL OF THOMAS CUSHiNG, AGENT roll. BUILDING -THt

CON'rINENTAL FRIGATES.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the MASSA-
CH'USI!:TTS-BAY:

The Memorial of THOMAS CUSHING, Agent for blLilding
two Continental ji-igates, humbly .showeth:

That your memorialist bas received directions from the
Marine Committee of Congress to apply to this State for
powder, ball, musket-shot, and other military stores, for the
Continental frigate called the Boston, commanded by Hec-
tor JlilcNeil, wbich they say will be paid for or returned by
the Congress; that your memorialist finds tbere will be
wanted for the said frigate, foul' tons of powder, one thou-
sand double-headed shot nine~pounders, one thousand weight
of musket-ball, ten swivel blunderbusses, fifty small-arms,
eighty cartouch-boxes, five hundred flints, some swivel and
some partridge shot, fifty screwed-bottompowder-horns.
He therefore humbly prays that yonI' Honours would sup-
ply him with the articles before mentioned, for the use of
the frigate Boston, Hector iJ'IcNeil,Commander, wbich
will either be paid foror returned by the Congress. And
your memorialist, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

THOMAS CUSHING.

October 4, 1776.

In Council, October 4, 1776.
Ordered, That the Commissary-Generai be, and hereby

is directed ,to supply the petitioner, Thomas Cushing, Esq.,
or bis order, with four Ions of Powder, out of tbe Powder
Mills at the town of Andover, and with other articles men-
tioned in the Petition, as also such other Military Stores as
he finds necessary for the use of the Continental Frigate
called the Boston, he, the said Cushing, giving his receipt
therefor.

ORDER RESPECTING THE THREI!: REGIMENTS FOR DEFENCE

OF MASSACHUSETTS.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
October 4, 1776. 5

Ordered, That the three Regiments now in the pay of
this State, and raised for the defence and service of the
same, commanded by Colonel Josiah Whitney, Colonel
Tkomas lW.arshall,and Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Crafts,
be, and hereby are put under the command of Major-Gen-
eral Ward until furlher order; and the said Colonels Whit-
ney, Jlilarshall,and Crafts, together with the inferiour ofii-

cers and soldiers in their respective Regiments, are hereby'
commanded to obey the said Major-General 117ardas their
General Officer, and to observe and follow such orders and
instructions as they shall from time to time receive from
him.

In Council, October 4, 1776.

Ordered, That the Commissary-General be and hereby ~
is directed to supply the Regiments under the command of
Colonel Whitney, Colonel Marshall, and Colonel Crafts,
with such Guns or Muskets as the Colonels of the respective
Regiments may apply for, for the use of the men under
their command.

State of Massachusetts, In Council, ~
October 4, 1776. 5

Ordered, That the two Independent Companies raised
in the towns of Weymouth and Hingham, under the com-
mand of Captain Stowers and Captain Trufant, be10i~ed
to the Regiment under the command of Colonel oswh
Whitney,witli them to do duty; and the two Independent
Companies raised in the town of Braintree, under the com-
mandof Captain Turner and Captain Thayer, be joiTled to
the Reaiment under the command of Colonel ThomasMar-c .

shall, with them to do duty, and that the Secretary forth-

with notify Colonel Whitney and Colonel Marshall, and the
several Captains before mentioned with tbis order by serving
each of them respectively witb an attested copy of the
s-ame.

PETITION OF EBENEZER PORTER.

To the h01l0urable the COltncil of the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY, now sitting at WATERTOWN:

The Petition of EBENEZER PORTER most humbly showeth:
Tbat your petitioner, a native of Salem, where he was

brought up, and afterward resided at Woburn until within
this few years, when he, with his family and many others,
removed to Nova-Scotia, and settled at a place called Yar-
mouth, in the Bay of Fundy, inhabited chiefly by people
from Salem and Beverly, and some from Ipswich and }f'en-
ham, who are now drove to great straits and difficulties,
owing to the communication between this State and that
Province being cut off. That your petitioner is very desi-
rous of removing himself and f.1.milyfrom Nova-Scotia to
Salem, the place of his nativity, could he have your Hon-
ours' liberty in so doing; and to prevent his little furniture
and effects from being captured on their passage from Yar-
mouth to this place, your petitioner humbly prays your
Honours would be pleased to grant him a license in return-
ing to Nova-Scotia in any way he may be able, and to
remove from thence himself, his wife, and five children, to-
gether with his furniture and effects. And your petitioner,
as in dUly bound, shall ever pray.

EBENEZER PORTER.
Woburn, October 4, 1776.

In Council, October 4, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of this Petition be
granted, and that Samuel Holton, Esq., be directed to draft
an order for the above purpose.

P JOHN AVERy', Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF NATHAN UTLEY AND OTHERS.

To the honourable the Council of the State of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS-BAY,now sitting at WATERTOWN:

The petition of Nathan Utley, Henry Coggin, Asa Ham-
mond, and Nehemiah Porter, natives of New-England,
where they lived till a few years ago, when they, with
many others, removed to Nova-Scotia,and settled in a place
called Yarmouth, in the Bay of Fundy, inhabited chiefly by
people from Beverly, Salem, Ipswich, and Wenham, who
are now drove to great straits and difficulties, owing to the
communication between this State and that Province being
cut off. That your petitioners are very desirousof removing
themselvesand families from Nova-Scotia to New-England,
the place of tbeir nativity, could they have your Honours'
liberty in their so doing; and to prevent their little furniture
and effects from being captured on their passagefrom Yar-
mouth to this place, your petitioners humbly pray your
Honours would be pleased to grant them a license in re-
turning to Nova-Scotia in any way they may be able, and
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to remove from thence themselves, their wives and children,
together with their furniture and effects. And your peti-
tioners, as in duty bound, sball ever pray.

.

NATHAN UTLEY,
HENRY COGGIN,
ASA HAMMOND,
NEHEMIAH PORTER, in bebalf

of his son of the same name at Yarmouth.

Watertown, October 4, 1776.

In Council, October 4, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
granted, and that Samuel Holton, Esq., be directed to draft.
an order for the above purpose. .

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

PETITION OF RICHARD VALPY.

'1'0 the honourable the Council of the State of l\hSSACHU-
SETTS-BAY,now .~itting at WATERTOWN:

The Petition of RICHARD V ALPEY,most hllmbZIIshoweth:
That your petitioner is a native of Salem, where he always

resi'ded until within this five years, when he, with his family
and many others, removed to a place called Yarmouth, in
the Bay of Fundy, and Province of Nova-Scotia, inhabited
chiefly by people from Salem and Beverly, who are now
drove to great straits and difficulties, owing to the commu-
nication between this State and that Pro\rince being Cllt off.
That your petitioner is very desirous of removing himself
and family from Nova-Scotia to Salem, the place of his
nativity, could he have your Honours' liberty for his so
doing; and to prevent his little furniture and effeets from
being captured in their passage from Yarmouth to this
place, your petitioner humbly prays your Honours will be
pleased to grant him a license in writing, to return to Nova-
,Scotia in any way he may be able, and to remove from
thence himself, his wife and nine children, and an aged
mother, together with his furniture. And your petitioner,
as in duty bound, shall ever pray. RICH'D V ALPY.

Salem, October 3, 1776.

This may certify that the contents of the foregoing Petition
is true, and that Mr. Valpy has been a respectable ship
master in this State for many years. R. DERBY, Jun.

In Council, Octoper 4, 1776.

Read, and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be
granted, and that Samuel Holton, Esq., be directed to draft
an order for the above purpose.

JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, COUl1cil Chamber, (
October 4, 1776. 5

Whereas Ebenezer Porter, Richard Valpey, Nathan
Utley, ,Henry Coggin, Asa Hammond, and Nehemiah
Porter, all of Yarmouth, in the Province of Nova-Scotia,
have petitioned this Board that they may have liberty to
.remove themselves, their families, and effects, from said Yar-
mouth to this State, and it appearing that the petitioners, not
many years si,?-ce,removed themselves and families from tbis
State:

Therefore, Ordered, That the above-named petitioners
be, and hereby are permitted' to return from this State to
Yarmouth, in the Province of Nova-Scotia, and bring off
their families and effects to any part of this State that they
shall think proper; and it is hereby recommended to the
commanders of all armed and other vessels, to let the above-

named petitioners, or either of them, pass unmolested to
Yarmouth, in said Province, and from thence to this State
to bring their families and effects.

On Tuesday, the 1st day of October, instant, the privateer
schooner, from Boston, (the day before,) named the Speed-
well, took a snow from London, which sailed last July in
company with twenty four topsail vessels, bound to Boston,
but finding the harbour evacuated steered off; and by the
information of the mate of the above prize snow, the fleet
are' now hovering about Nantucket, not knowing where to
go, till tbey get orders from New- York, as they signed bills
of lading for Boston. This signed by part of the proprieto~~
of the said privateer Speedwell, commanded by Captam
John Greely, this 5th day of October, .1776.

THos. HICHBORN, Jun.
JAM. SWAN,
E. PARKMAN.

SIR: In consequence of the foregoing information, several
gentlemen of the Council in the town of Boston, have thought
it advisable that you proceed towards Nantucket, in order
to fall in with the above-mentioned fleet, and afterwards to
proceed agreeahle to the former orders of the Council.

Sir, your most humble servant, JAMES BOWDOIN.

Capt. Souther, Com'rof one of the State vessels of war.
Capt. Samson, do.
Capt. Williams, do.

Boston, Saturday Evening, October 5, 1776.

In Council, October 9, 1776.

The above laid before Council, and they approve of the
same.' JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

';':';MEMORIAL OF JOHN ANDERSON.

To the Hon. JAMES BOWDOIN, Esq., President, and the
rest of the honourable Members of the Council of the$tate
of the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,NEW-ENGLAND:

The .Memorial of JOHN ANDERSON,of the,River ST. JOHN'S,
N OVA-SCOTIA,humbly showeth :

That your memorialist, through the unhappinessof the
times, has been induced to move with his f.'unilyto Newlmry-
Port. That he has sundry effects remaining at his farm, at
St. John's, consisting of several hundred of moose sKins,
two iron cannon, nine-pounders, (double fortified,) with a
few wall-pieces, and small-arms, and likewise some pro-
visions, which he is desirous to send a small vessel for, in
order to hring them to Newbury-Port; and therefore begs
your Honours' permission for the above purpose. On the
receipt of the cannon and small-arms, your petitioner will
look upon himself obliged to give your Honours the first
refusal of the said military stores. And your petitioner, as
in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. JOHN ANDEJ\SON.

Newbury-Port, 4th October, 1776.

In Council, October 8, 1776.

Resolv.ed, That John Anderson, within named; be per-
mitted to import into tbis State the warlike stores and other
effects in his petition mentioned, provided the said Anderson
give bonds with sufficient sureties to the Treasurer of this:
State, in the sum of five hundred Pounds conditioned for his
(the said Anders.on's)importingthe effects in the said peti-
tIon mentioned into this State as soon as may be, and give
the refusal of the warlike stores in said petition. mentioned
to this State, for the use thereof.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c.

EARL OF ABINGDON'S ADDRESS.

Wallingford, England, October I, 1776.

A few days ago, at the annual meeting of the Mayor and
Corporation of this borough, the Earl of Abingdon, our
High Steward, took occasion to compliment them respect-
ing their unanimous petition to the Tbrone upon the unhappy
troubles in America, in a speech to the following pur-
port:

" GENTLE~IEN: It is with infinite pleasure that I embrac~
this opportunity of congratulating you on that humane, in-
dependent, and truly patriotick spirit you so well expressed
in the petition I ha~ the honour, at your request, of pres~nt-

ing to the Throne, and, at the same time, of assuring you
that, both for your own sakes and that of the Common-
wealth in general, my only wishes and endeavours have
been to preserve that integrity of disposition you so firmly
displayed, unbiased and unbroken. Happy, gentlemen,
would it have been, in my opinion, had your laudable exam-
ple been followed by every other Corporation in the King-
dom! We should not then have been inv01ved in a war
the most unjust and unconstitutional in its principres and
ruinous in its tendency, of any to be found in the annals of
this or in any other, nation upon earth; for so inauspicious
is this war, that our very successes must destroy us. We
are murdering our own people, choking up the channels of
our own wealth, and, thus enervated and drained, laying
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ourselves open to every combination in Europe that should
think proper to fall upon us."

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, October 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Mr. Morris's letters, of the 4th and 5Jh
June last, of politicks and business, I received, with the
duplicates of my commission and instructions, on the 25th
ultimo. I stand corrected, and confine myself to politicks.

Your letter found me in a most critical situation. The
Ministry had become extremel~ uneasy at your absolute
silence; and the bold assertions of the British Ambassador,
that you were accommodating matters, aided by the black
and villainous artifices of one or two of our own country-
men here, had brought them to apprehend, not only a set-
tlement between the two countries, but the most serious
consequences to their West-India Islands, should we unite
again with Great Britain. For me; alas! I had nothing
left but to make the most positive assertions that no accom-
modation would or could take place, and to pledge myself,
in the strongest possible manner, that thus would turn out
the event. Yet so strong were their apprehensions, that an
order issued to suspend fiunishing me with stores. Think
what I must feel upon such an occasion! Our friend ~Ion-
sieur Beaumarchais exerted himself, and in a day or two
obtained the orders to be countermanded, and every thing
is again running on favourably.

For Heaven's sake, if you mean to have any connection
with this KinO"dom, be more assiduous in getting your letters
here. I kn;w not where the blame lies, but it must be
heavy somewhere, when vessels were suffered to sail from
Philadelphia and other ports, quite down to the middle of
A.ugust,without a single line. This circumstance was
urged against my assertio~s, and was near proving a mortal
stab to my whole proceedIngs.

Doctor Williamson, of Philadelphia, and Colonel Mercer,,
of Virginia, have been in France. The latter, I believe,
is still here. The former has returned, with his budget, for

'London. Under pretence of being an American, this man
is doing the Colonies prodigious mischief; and the situation
of affairs here, at this critical moment, renders it as danger-
ous for the Ministry to take him up, as it is to let him alone.
Let his name be known in America, and everyone be put
on their guard how they correspond with him.

One Mr. Hopkins, of Maryland, in this service, and who
is in the rank of Brigadier-General, appeared desirous 01
going to America; but on my not paying him the regard
he vainly thought himself entitled to, formed the dark design
of defeating, at one stroke, my whole prospects as to sup-
plies. At this critical period, he pretended to be in my
secrets, and roundly fts5erted that I had solely in view a
I'econciliation with Great Britain, immediately after which,
the stores now furnishing would be used against France.
This coming from a supposed enemy of Great Bn:tain, from
a native of America, from one who professed himself a zeal-
ous friend to the Colonies, you must suppose had weight.
However thunderstruck I was, as wen as my friend Mon-
sieur Beaumarchais, at this unexpected and last effort of
treachery, we exerted ourseh'es, and truth prevailed. This
mischief has recoiled on himself, and having fallen info dis-
grace here, he will

d~
to get to America, where he

threatens, I hear, to 0 much mischief to me. However,
he will not, probably, he~permitted to depart, unless he slips
off v.ery privately. Should that be the case, or should he
write letters, you have £Iowa clue to unravel him and his
proceedings.

It would be too tedious to recount what I have met with
in this way. It has confined me not only to Pari.s, but to
my chambers and pen, for some weeks past, in drawing up,
by way of memorial, the true state of the Colonies, their
true interests, the system of policy they must unquestionably
pursue, and that the highest interests of France are insepa-
rably connected therewith. I do not mention a single dif-
ficulty with one complaining thought for myself. My all is
devoted, and I am happy in being so far successful, and
that the machinations of my enemies, or rather the enemies
of my country, have given me, finally, an opportunity of
experiencing the friendship and protection of great and
valuable men. But it is necessary that you should know
as much as possible of my situation.

The stores are collecting, and I hope will be embarked
by the middle of this month. If later, I shall incline to
send them by ltlartinico, on account of the season. .It is
consistent with a political letter to urge your remittance of
the fourteen thousand hogsheads of tobacco, wrote for for-
merly, in part payment of these stores. If you make it
twenty, the publick will be gainers, as the article is rising
fast; in Holland, seven stivers, ten pounds, and must be in
a proportion here.

You are desired by no means to forget Bermuda. If you
should, Great Britain will seize it this winter; 01' France,

.

on the first rupture, having been made sensible of its impor-
tance by the offic)ouszeal of that same Mr. Hopkins.

As your navy is increasing, will you commission me to
send you duck for twenty or thirty sail? I can procure it
for you, to the northward, on very good terms, and you
have on hand the produce wanted to pay for it with.

Have you granted commissions against the Portuguese?
All the friends to America in Europe call loudly for such a
measure. -

Would you have universal commerce, cdmmission some'
person to visit every Kingdom on the Continent that can
hold any commerce T~ithAmerica. Among them, by no
means forget Prussia.

Grain will be in demand in this Kingdom and in the south
of Europe. Permit me again to urge the increase of the
navy. Great Britain is calling in her Mediterranean
passes, to expose us to the Algerines. I propose applying
to this Court on that subject.

Doctor Bancroft, of London, merit;!much of the Colo-
nies. As I shall now have frequent opportunities of writing
by officersand _ othersgoingout, I will not add more, than
that one Mr. Carmichael has now been with me some time,
recommended by Mr. A. Lee, of London. I owe much to
him for his assistance in my despatches, and for his friendly
and sensible advice on all occasions. He is of ltlaryland,
and is -here for his health, and proposes going soon for
America. I expect to hear from London to-morrow, by
Doctor B., who is on his way here.

I am, with my most sincere respect and esteem for the
Secret Committee, and most profound regard to the hon-
ourable Congress, your most obedient and vet.y humble
servant,

SILAS DEANE.

An agent from Barbadoes is arrived in London, to rep-
resent their distresses. Another from Bermuda, with a
declaration to the Ministry of the necessity of their being
supplied with provisions from the Colonies, and saying if
not permitted they must ask the protection of Congress.

P. S. I have to urge your sending to me, either a general
power for the purpose, or a number of blank commissions
for vessels of war. It is an object of the last importance,
for in this time of peace between the nations of Europe, I
can be acquainted with the time of every vessel's sailing,
either from England or Portugal, aod by despatching little
vessels, armed, from hence, and to appearance property of
the subjects of the United States of America, to sei~e them,
while unsuspicious on this coast, and to stand directly for
America with them, great reprisals may be made; and
persons of the first property have already solicited me on
the occasion. Indeed, they have such an opinion of my
power, that they have offered to engage in such an adven-
ture, if I would authorize them wit.hmy name, but this might
as yet be rather dangerous. It is certainly, however, a
very practicable and safe plan, to arm a ship here as if for
the coast of Africa, or the West-Indies, wait until some
ship of value is sailing from England or Portugal, slip out
at once and carry them on to America. When arrived, the
armed vessel increases your navy, and the prize supplies the
country.

Since writing the foregoing, I waited on Mr. Beaumar-
chais, and whilein conversationon our affairs,Mr.Hopkins
came in. He was surprised at seeing me, and evidently
fluttered at the apprehensions that Mons'r B. ltl. hadbeen
informing me of his informations to the Ministry; and on
my charging him with it, and expostulating, he boldly main-
tained his information to be true, and that his zeal lor. and
fidelity to tbis kingdom, would not permit him to keep it a
secret, and had the confidence _ to charge me with saying
that I meant a reconciliation, &c., &c. He, however?
previously acknowledged there. had been a coldness and

,
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indifference 'between us for more than three weeks, during
which he complained that I would not let him speak to me
II.lone. I was, he said, so very reserved towards him, yet
bis zeal had prompted him to make this information orlly
two days before this, and immediately on his resenting a
reception I gave him at my lodgings. These, and ma~y
other circumstances com'inced me on what grounds and wIth
what real intention it was made, to which I added, that I
could not condescend to confront Mr. Hopkins as on a level,
but if one doubt remained in the minds of anyone of the.

Ministry, my correspondence since in France, which I had
minutely copied, as well as my most secret conversation to
my most confidential friends, might be examined into, and I
would fall if a single sentence ever escaped me, tending in
the least to what Mr. Hopkins asserted. He then perse-
vered in his assertipns, and laboured to make the dispute
personal. He finally declared his resolution of going to
America, and gave hints what he would do there; to which
I replied he was at his liberty, but justice to my country
would oblige me to transmit a true narration of his conduct,
.and the bold attempt he had made to intercept the sending
out of supplies, which could be exceed~d by nothing but his
inconsistency, in pretending to offer liis service to a country
which he had laboured to injure so materially.

We parted, and nothing in his power will be left unat-
tempted against me pretendedly, but against the Colonies
u]timately. However, I am under no great apprehensions.
Such a man, when known, ceases to be formidable; but I
can by no means avoid cautioning you against him,
should he escape into America, as one of those restless and
unquiet spirits ever dangerous in civil society, but more so
ift military operations, Inveterate as he is, I can manage
him in such a Government as this, better than you can in
A.merica. I say, if he escapes, for at present he is closely
watched in all his motions, but he may write letters, and
under pretence of friendship for America cause some un-
easiness here. Should he persevere in his machinations, he
would soon wind himself up; indeed, I am apprehensive he
will, but am determined never more to put myself, or any
affair of mine, in his way. The Ministry are satisfied with
my conduct in the affair, and I believe mean to use the pres-
ent ocr.asion for dismissing him, which as he may be appre-
hensive of, he will push the harder to get away for America.

It is of importance, as I have mentioned in my former
letters, to have some one deputed and empowered to treat
with the King of Prussia. I am acquainted with his agent
here, and have already, through him received some queries
and proposals respecting American commerce, to which am
preparing a reply. I have also an acquaintance with the
agent of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, who proposes fixing
a commerce between the United Coloniesand Leghorn, but
has not as yet given me his particular thoughts. France
and Spain are naturally our allies. The Italian States
want our flour and some other articles. Prussia, ever pur-
suing her oWn interests, needs but be informed of some facts
relative to Amerka's increasing commerce to favour us.
Holland will pursue its system, now fixed, of never quarrel-
ing with anyone on any occasion whatever. In this view
is seen at once the power we ought to apply to and gain a
good ar.quaintance with. Let me again urge you on the
subject of tobacco. One hint further; it is this: ~hould
you apportion a certain tract of the western lands, to be
divided at the close of this war among the officers and
soldiers serving in it, and make a generous allotment, it
would, I think, have a good effect in America, as the poorest
soldiers would then be fighting literally for a freehold; in
Europe it would operate beyond any pecuniary offers. I
have no time to enlarge on the thought, but may take it up
hereafter; if I do not, it is an obvious one, and if capable of
execution, you can manage it to the best advantage.

I have no doubt but I can obtain a loan for the Colo-
nies, if empowered, and on very favorable terms. I have
already sounded on this subject, and will be more explicit
hereafter, both as to my proposals, for I can go no further,
and the answers I may receive.

I am, as ever, yours, SrLAs DEAN£.;.

London, October 1, 1776.

Yesterday, Major Creed, who brought the last despatches
from Lord and General Howe, was at Court, and had a
conference with his Majesty. The insurers of London

have agreed to pay to the master and crew of any vessel
taken by the Americans, and retaken by the said crew, five
pounds per cent. on their severa] subscriptions, as a reward
to the said crew.

SPEECH OF THE GOVERNOUR OF BARBADOES, TO THE COUN-

CIL AND AssEMBLY OF THE ISLAND, AT THE OPENING OF

THE NEW SESSION, IN SEPTEMBER, 1776.
Gentlemen of the Council and

Gentlemen of the Assembly:
It is with the greatest pleasure I meet you again in this

new session, which from your zeal for the good of the Col-
ony, and your knowledge and experience in the pub]ick
business of the Island, I trust will be productive of such
useful regulations as may be of lasting service to the com-
munity. The present juncture of publick affairs wQu]d
unavoidably awaken the attention of his Majesty's subjects
in every part of his extensive dominions. They must all
feel the effects of a suspension of trade with so many of his
Majesty's Northern Colonies in America as are now in re-
bellion; nor was it possible that his West-India Islands
could be exempt from a large share of inconvenience from
this interruption.

But such has been the provident care of his Majesty and
both Houses of Parliament, as first in the prohibitory act,
to grant us all the indulgence which the nature of the caSe
would then admit of, and by a late act to allow the exporta-
tion of wheat and otber articles to the East and West-Indies.

We have reason to be very thankful for these marks of
attention from the supreme Legislature towards these distant
Colonies, which, together with the prudence of the planters
and met'chants in ordering our supplies, has had the most
desirable effect. Numerous have been the cargoes imported
into this Island within the present year; and even as to the
articles of Indian and Guinea corn, the usual support of the
negroes in the plantations, these have in some measure had
their substitutes; and now from the continual showers of
rain for these two months past, there is the most pleasing
prospect of more plenty of com and other provisions than ~

has been yet known, and which ought to relieve our anxiety
on this important point.

But as it must be the sincere wish of every good man to
see peace restored throughout all his Majesty's dominions;"
so we have great reason to expect some very favourable
result from the operations of the present campaign. On the
one hand the terms of submission which his Majesty's mm-
missioners are empowered to accept, are open to all those
who are desirous of returning to their duty. On the other
hand, the powerful armament of land and sea forces now
upon the coast of America, must have some effect in redu-
cing the most obstinate to obedien~e. Therefore, it is
scarcely to be doubted that some one or more of these Col...
onies will sue for peace and obtain the King's pardon this
present year. Should an event so devoutly to be wished
come to pass, we then shall have a market open to us, and
all our apprehensions will subside.
Mr. Speaker an,dGentlemen of the Assembly:

As this Colony shares with the mother country in the
happiness of the noblest form of government that ever
existed, so the inhabitants have a right to expect all the
benefits which can arise from it. ~I am fully persuaded
that you, gentlemen, who are tbe....representatives of the
people, are desirous to promote their interest and happiness,
so I must earnestly recommend to your prudence, calmness,
temper; and moderation in your proceedings, as essentially
necessary towards the publick service.
Gentlemen of the Council and Gentlemen of the Assembly:

I have at the commencement of former session!>recom-
mended two points to your serio~s consideration-the
revisal and amendment of the Militia law, and a daily main-
tenance for the prisoners. They still are objects worthy of
your attention. There are many other matters which might
be proposed for the publick service, but I am fully per-
suaded that your own zeal for the interest of the community
will readily suggest to you such as may be more immedi-
ately necessary. I have no wish nearer my heart than to.
contribute to the peace, happiness, and prosperity of this
Island; therefore you may be sllre of my immediate con-
currence in everymeasLlre which may be productive of these
singular blessings. '
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REPI,Y Of THE ASSE~mLY.

To his Excellency the Hon. EDWAJlD HAY, his Majesty's
Capta.in-General, Governour and Commander-in- Chief
of the aforesaid Island; Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice~
Admiral of the same.

T

The humble Address of thl~General ,Assembly of the said
Island:

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLEI"CY: We, the Repre-
sentatives of the people, return your E:s:cellency the thanks
of our Assembly for your speech, and tho~e favourable senti~
meots which it expreSses of Qur zeal for the good of our
country, joined to our knowledge and experiem::e in the
publick busioess, and we flatter our~lves that the same
zealous inclination to promote the interests of this Colony,
which distinguished Qur proceedings in the former sessions,
will cpntinue toa.nimate the conduct of this House on every
laudable occasion through the present.

Unavoidably as the attention of his Majesty's subjects
must have been awakened to .this unhappy conjuncture of
affairs in every part of his extensive domiokms, yet in no
part of them could the anxiety and apprehensions be natu-
rally so great as in our own, and 11.11the other helpless West-
India settlements in the neighbouring seas; for, dependent
as this Island has been, time immemorial, upon the Northern
Colpnies of America, not only for supplies to. carryon the
works of our most vaillable manufactme, bm for the very
articles in a great measure of our subsistence, and both parts
of the importation happily exchanged for the produce of our
lands and labour, we could nQt behold the first threatening
appearances of an interruption to this necessary commerce
without a just alarm, yet confiding in the wisdom of his
Majesty's councils, ever influenced by a tender regard to the
wants and weaknesses of tbis dutiful and loyal Colony, and
moreOVer unwilling from our particular affection to our Sov-
ereign, to add any thing to the weight of his royal cares for
the general welfare of his American dominions, by too hasty
I.ln expression pf our fears, we for a long time maintained a
resolu te and respectful silence, until by an act of the British
Parliament, we saw Ol!r intercourse with the Northern Col-
onies, the granary of this Isl~d, utterly cut off, and yet no
new channel opened for our supply; but on the contrary we
found a permission tacitly, yet effectually granted by your
Excellency to one of his Majesty's transport vessels, to
export from this Island 'a part of those very stores which
had been laid up under the same authority for our own
supply; then indeed, the duty we owed both to our country
and ourselves, constrained us to speak out.

We first remonstrated to YQur Excellency against the
unnatural license which you had been pleased to graut,
under our own alarming circumstances, by requesting you
to grant no more; and then too justly apprehending an
unlucky interpretation that might be put in England upon
your Excellency's extraordinary indulgence to that vessel,
as a sign of our abundance, rather than a sacrifice from our
scanty store, we in the next place presented a most humble
and dutiful petition to the King, to implore his gracious
attention to the true state of our Colony, and such relief as in
our critical situation, we stood most in need of. Yet for this
last measure, though voted with unanimity, and was but the
natural consequence of the former, the honour of our Assem-
bly stands impeached before his Majesty, and our country
has been disappointed of the hopes of our Sovereign's favour
by the ill offices of your Excellency, the immediate repre-

. sentative amongst us of that great father of his people,
whom we had supplicated in the season of our distress.
But if the benevolence of his royal heart, from whence so
gracious a declaration flowed,

" of his Majesty's readiness to
do every thing for the advantage of his good subjects of
Barbadoes," be not too far obstructed by the malign inter-
position, our country will at length reap the fruits of our
repeated application to the Throne, and its representative
body too be cleared from every imputation of a factious and
unworthy motive to their proceeding.

Whatever may have been the provident care of his
Majesty and both Houses of Parliament, in the prohibitory
act in our favour, yet we are not sen1\iblethat the inhabit-
ants of this Island have actually received the least benefit
by such indulgence i and fi'om the other act, to allow the
exportation of wheat from England to the East and west-
lndies, the benefit is yet to be received. Weare, however,
duly thankful for every mark of attention in the supreme

I

Legislature towards these distant Colonies. But notwitb
standing the numerous cargoes which have been imported
into this Island, added to the supplies ordered out by the
prudence of several of the planters on a private account; and
notwithstanding the substitutes which your Excellency takes
notice of, in the room of our accustomed supplies of COJ'l)
from North Am.erica, yet certain it is, that from the extrava.-
gant prices of the common articles of provisions, mllny of
our poor white inhabitants have been put to the most
wretched shifts to keep themselves and families from perish-
ing, and many of the planters in those parts of the Island
that were accustomed to rely upon the North Am.erican
grain for the support of their negroes, have been to the
greatest degree distressed to find the proper subsistence for
their people. And even now, that after the Island had been
blessed with continual showers of rain, for the two months
preceding the date of your Excellency's speech, and we were
enjoying the prospect of a plentiful crop of Indian corn,
such is the melancholy uncertainty of our soil, the destructive
worm to which that plant is too frequently liable has sinc~
appeared, and robbed us in many places of the promised
harvest. Nor is it without terrour we have seen some ve~-
tiges of the same vermin in the young blades of our other
sort of grain, the Guinea, planted to succeed the Indian, for
our supply; and shouJd there be any failure too of this, the
most beneficialof our internal grain, the miseriesof a famine
may yet in some parishes pr()ve their dreadful lot.

From every consideration, then, that can affect the mem-
bers of this HOQse,as men or citizens, we cannot bQt look
with eagerness for a joyful end of the present most horrid
conflict upon the Continent of Amerit;a; since upon the
happy restoration of peace, and a renewal of that ancient
harmony which subsisted betwixt our parent State and her
American dom.ioions,all hope of the prosperity, if not the
very preservation, of our OWl)Colony, can be alone securely
rested.

Perfectly sensible of the happiness which in this Island
we partake of, in the free and noble form of government of
our mother country, this Assembly will be equally careful
not to violate the sacred trust by any unbecoming trespass
on the one part, nor to betray it by any QJean surrender Qf
our glorious birthright on the other; happy whilst we see no
occasion offer to force us away from that temper, calmness,
and moderation recommended by your Excellency; yet not
unprepared, however painful it may be to us, in a different
conjuncture, to show that sense of injury, and adopt that
spirit of resentment inseparable from the character of a faith-
ful and independent representative of the people.

In the course of our former sessions, we gave the strongeiit
proof of our humane attention to the poor prisoners then con-
fined for debt, by an insolvent act, including every unhappy
object found in gaol down to the very day on which the act
passed the House. Nor were our cares wanting to the just
relief of any unfortunate debtors under the like confinement,'
as will appear from the proceedings of the House ; _but
whether we shall in the present Assembly proceed to a
revival of the plan' proposed, but left undetermined lit the
expiration of our body, or make the provision recommended
by your Excellency, for the maintenance of those who may
be held in prison under the present laws, shall be the subject
of our mature consideration.

But with regard to an amendment of our :Militialaw, the
other principal object of your Excellency's earnest and
repeated recommendation to the Assembly, this is a point
on which we cannot help repeating, in our turn, the diffi-
culties and distrusts that rise up in our minds against the
undertaking, and which seem rather to increase than lessen'
by every impulse to remove them. Nor can we help
reflecting upon the good fortune of our ancestors, who,
under certain Administrations, were able to keep up anumer-
ous and respectable body of Militia in this Is]and, yet with
no higher hand than what the present defective law per-
mitted them to hold over their respective corps. In the
principle of a personal regard from their inferiours, the
commanding officersfound every deficiency of the law most
happily supplied; and we are therefore most uowilling now,
in times more propitious to the claims of civil liberty in the
Colonies than ever, to renounce a principle of attachment
so honourable to society, and enforce obedience by a power
congenial only with the habits of despotick sway.

In all other matters that may be laid before us by your
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Excellency, for the good of the country, we shall most
cheerfully concur, being bound by every tie of interest nO
less than duty to promote its peace, its happiness, and pros-
perity; blessings which we rejoice to hear your Excellency
has so near your lwart for this Island, and which no generous
endeavour of your Excellency's to procure, can fail to draw
after it the hearts of our community.

By order of the House:
JOHN GAY ALLEYNE, Speaker.

House of Assembly, October 1, 1776.

-
THE SENTIMENTS OF THE SEVERAL COMPANIES OF MILITIA

AND FREEHOLPERS OF AUGUSTA, IN VIRGINIA, COMMUNI-

CATED BY THE DEPUTIES FROM THE SAID COMPANIES AND

FREEHOLDERS TO THEIR REPRESENTATIVES IN THE GEN-

ERAL ASSEMBLY OJ' THE COMMONWEALTH.*

GENTLEMEN:We have chosen you at a very critical
juncture to represent us in the General Assembly of our
Commonwealth, and need not tell lOU that we place great
confidence in you. Your being elected by us, in such times
as these, to an important place of trust, will sufficiently
prove it, and show, at the same time, our respect for you
and the sen~e we have of your abilities and virtue.

Our independence on Great Britain and every other
nation, we are determined upon, without a nice calculation
of costs; for if possible to effect and preserve liberty for
ourselves and unborn generations, we think it will be a noble
equivalent for much blood and treasure, and we trust a full
balance of all our losses.

Attempts, unnatural, cruel, and unjust, to rob us of our
most valuable rights and privileges, have roused almost all
America to defend them, forgetting the illiberal treatment
which a difference in religious sentim'ents, in some mis-
guided places, has produced. All denominations have
unanimously rushed to arms to defend the common cause.
Their unanimity has made them formidable to their enemies;
their unanimity will be ever preserved by giving equal liberty
to them all; nor do they crave this as the pittance of cour-

"Mr. PURDIE: In your last paper I saw a piece entitled "The Senti-
ments of the several Companies of Militia and FreehoJders of J1ugusta,
communicated by the peputies from the said Companies and Free-
holders to their Representatives in the General Assembly of the Com-
monwealth;" which piece, as it has been submitted to the publick
inspection, is a proper subject for a few publick strictures.

Its object is the subversIOn of our Church Establishment, an estab-
lishment which has been found, from the experience of near two hun-
dred years, productive of peace and order, of piety and virtue. Its
iudependent exordium is, to be sure, of a very popular nature; but then
it would precede with. as much, perhaps more propriety, an essay to
prove the expediency of continuing our Establishment. For did not
Churchmen, clergy as well'as laity, when the salvation of their country
rendered it necessary, declare for independence with as much alacrity
as Dissenters of any denomination! and have they not since been as
active in supporting it! I could instance as many clergymen of the
Established Church who have been more forward in the present glo-
rious coutest, than any of the religious of any sect amongst us, although
the former acted at the risk of losin~ livings, whilst the latter were
tempted with the prospect of creeping mto them.

The grand, and indeed the only argument which these sentimental
gentlemen indulge us with, in behalf of their favourite scheme, is, that
by giving equal liberty to all denominations unanimity will be pre-
served; and unanimity, they tell us, has already made us formidable to
our enemies. I would Mk, as they acknowledge that unanimity has
heretofore prevltiled amongst us, what WM our situation at that time!
Had we not a Church Establishment; and were not Dissenters freely
tolerated! Why, then, should unanimity forsake us, as long as we
continue in the same situation! If it does, it must be because some
peo{>le require more than others for having ventured less, and only
havmg done, to say the most, as much.

~

But are our gentlemen sure that, by destroying our Church Estab-
lishment, that unanimity, so necessary to the salvation of our country,
will be preserved? If they are, they have, I must needs confess, great
confidence in the meek and disinterested disposition of the members of
the Established Church, much more than they evidently have in the
temper of their own sects. They suppose the spirit of our Church so
generous and forgivin&" that it will dISpOSE us to submit to laws which
flre injurious to us, rather than for amoment endanger the pub]ick wel-
fare; while they declare they willllot pay obedience to what is enacted
by the supreme power of this State, unless their particular interest is

rreferred to the lasting interest and happiness of the whole community.
f they represent matters fairly, our Legislatures may easily determine

whether they will do their country a greater service by supporting so
excellent Ii Church as ours is acknowledged to. be by its very adversa-
ries, or by depressing it, and encouraging sectaries, who, by their own
confession, are selfish, turbulent, and seditious.

But, what if these men should be mistaken? They may not have
considered that, though the spirit of the Estahlished Church is meek
and tolerating, still its members are by nature men of like passions
with themselves; and that though their religion forbids them to trespass
upon the patrimany of others, It by no means authorizes them to €>"ive
up, or even neglect, their own, To threaten seems to be the provmce
of bullies, and of such as have It bad cause; but every reasonable person
will allow, that to depri,e men of what they have always enjoyed,
and been taught to regard as their right, is a much juster cause of com-
plaint, and much more likely to produce dissatisfaction and dissensions,

tesy, but demand it as their patrimony, that cannot be with-
held from them withour the most flagitious fraud, pride, and
injustice, which, if practised, may shake this Continent, and
demolish Provinces..

This we think our Representatives in Convention, last
June, had fully in view. Besides other things, they de-
clared, "that all men are equal]y entitled to the free exercise
of their religion, or the duty they owe to their Creator, and
the manner of discharging it according to the dictates of
their consciences." We take this to be the true and full
mp-aningof their words, without any unjust view of favour-
ing some to the hurt of others, and we viewtheir declaration
in this light as a most happy proof of their wisdom and
virtue. Hereby men, how different soever in their religious
opinions, are united in defence of our in valuable inhedtance,
which they can equally call their own. Hereby jealousies,
oppositions,and we believe all the plaguesof jarring in-
terests, will be prevented, their united force be employed to
accomplish the same e'nds, and the only strife be who will
become the most approvable, wise, and useful members in
society.

While we most pressingly request you as individuals, or
membersof the same community, to use your best endea-
vours to promote the general good,we do, gentlemen,as
our Representatives most solemnly require you, and posi-
tively cOl'nmand you, that, in the General Assembly of this
Commonwealth, you declare it the ardent desire and unani-
mous opinion of your constituents, should such a declaration
become necessary,that all religiousdenominationswithin
this dominjon be forthwith put in the full possessionof equal
liberty, without preference or preeminence, which, while it
may favour one, can hurt another, and that no religious sect
whatever be established in this Commonwealth. This, from
its apparent tendency to promote, and most effectually to
secure the good of our country; we earnestly wish to see
established; and we hope the number of interested bigots,
illiberal politicians, or of disguised enemies to the freedom
and happiness of Virginia, will be too small and contemptible

to prevent 01' obstruct a matter of such extensive utility, a
-'.

than the withholding from them whitt they never had in possession,
and what the distresses of their country only could have made them
eXfect.

hope this will be considered by our honourable Assembly, and that
they will carefully avoid a measure by which the greater and more
orderly part of the State will be aggrieved, and maybe sickened of our
important dispute. .

The rest of this sentimental piece containing only puerile declama-
tion, I shall vouchsafe it no further notice; but, as I am before the pub-
lick, I will take this opportunity of making a few observations on the
advantages of a religious establishment. I take it for granted, that the
necessity of the Christian religion, both with respect to our temporal
and eternal welfare, is a point, in Christian countries, generally acknow-
ledged; and, if so, it is undoubtedly the duty of those who are ap-
pointed to take care of a State, to adopt the most likely method of
having it propagated in the ~reatest purity. An establishment of that
Church which, to the majol'lty, seems most orthodox- ill its doctrines,
most apostolical in its form, and most rational in its precepts, bids fair-
est to effect this purpose; for when a good provision is made for teach-
ers, and ensured to them by the publick faith, men of abilities will think
it worth their whiles to take some pains in qualifying themselves for
such an office; and men who have been accustomed to think and reMon,
who have had their judgments strengthened and assisted by all the
learned treasures of the ancient and modern world, wiIl be more able to
comprehend, and consequently to communicate to their hearers, the
sense of the Holy Scriptures.

On the other han", when every church and sect is alike countenanced
by the State, when salaries are to depend entirely upon the caprice of
the people, what encouragement is given to men of genius to qualify
themselves for the sacred functiou? That person must be but little
acquainted with the world who has not observed that the generality of
the world are more influenced by their passions than by their reason,
and that the harangues of fanaticks are more likely to be attended to,'
and to gain followers, than the most sensible dIscourses of sober-
minded, r~tional men. The consequence must be, where there is no
Establishment, that all preachers must either turn popular declaimers
or starve; and thus all just notions of religion must be lost.

I own it seems somewhat hard, and repugnant to liberty, to oblige
men to pay: towards the support of a Church to which they do not be-
long; but If such a thing be conducive to the general good, as from the
foregoing observations appears to be the case, such persons are in. duty
bound to submit, in consideration of the mlll\Y Itdvantages they may be
supposed to derive from the State; and in so doing they make but a
small sacrifice, especially when they are permitted to enjoy their own
private opinions, and to worship God according to the dictates of their
own consciences. Would anyone hesitate a moment to affirm, that it
was highly just and reasonable to oblige every member of a society to
join in supporting that form of civil government which had been judged
best, and adopted by a majority of the society! I am inclined to thmk
that an advocate for monarchy, whose lot was cast in a republican
government, would not be excused his quota of publick taxes upon any
plea he could urge of disapprobation of that form of government; and
as the cases are similar, why should we not admit m both the same
mode of reasoning!

I shaH'make no apology, Mr. Purdie, for giving you so much trou-
ble. You must be sensible of the necessity of such publications at this
time. A MEMBER OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH.
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nlatter so just that the contrary is most evidently iniquitous,
destructive, and oppressive. But shoulct the future conduct
of our legislative body prove to you' that our opinion of their
wisdom and justice is ill grounded, then tell them that your
constituents are neither: guided nor will ever be influenced
by that slavish maxim in politicks, "that whatever is enacted
by that body of men in whom the supreme power of the
State is vested must in all cases be implicitly obeyed," and
that they firmly believe attempts to repeal an unjust law
can be vindicated beyond a simple remonstrance addressed
to the legislators.

Thes~, gentlemen, are the sentiments with which we have
been entrusted, by communicating of which we have dis.
chariTed the duties of our deputation. Other things, how
mate~ial soever they may be, are committed to your pru.
dence and unremitting care, to be managed conformable to
the declaration of rights.

Weare, for ourselves, and the companies and freeholders
for whom we act, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble
servants,

John Magill,
J ames Allen,
George Moffett,
David Laird,
James Fraizer,
James Marshall,
Walter Moffett,
John Cuningham,
Alexander Sinclair,

James Bruster, Arch. Alexander,
John Poage, David Gray',
John Hin~on, Robert Wilson,
John DavIs, Thomas Hewitt,
Alexander Long, John W ear,
Christopher Graham, Michael Dickey,
William M'Pheeters, Robert Tedford,
Elijah M'Clenahan, James Walker,
Alex. Thompson, Charles Campbell.

WALTER CUNINGHAM, Clerk.

THOMAS HUGHES TO MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Charles-Town, Cecil County, October 1, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to your letter of the 8th ultimo, and the
resolves of the 10th, I called the battalion together, to raise
a company of volunteers, and in a few days after made up
one composed of as hearty young fellows as any company
that has marched out of this Province, who have readily
and willingly agreed to march under the folJowing officers,
vi~: James Maxwell Captain, John Hm.tshorn First Lieu.
tellant, William Johnston Second Lieutenant, and Adam
Glasgow Ensign.

I wrote to the Council of Safety (in your recess) recom-
mending the above gentlemen to be commissioned by them,
and acknowledging the receipt of £33:] 5s. cash, for the use
of the company, and at the same time begging they would
forward the cartouch-boxes, haversacks, canteens, and what
other necessaries they had there for the troops, an~ to send
up as much more cash as they thought would be necessary
for the purchase of blankets and provisions for the imme-
diate use of the company, and to pay the remainder of the
bounty and advance agreeable to your resolves, but not
receiving the ad vices from them, have advised Mr. Harts-
horn to wait on you and receive your further instructions.
Mr. Hartshorn can inform you what situation they are in at
present with respect to arms. Bayonets cannot be 'got here
at any rate; and should be glad you would instruct him in
what manner these and all other necessaries that are wanting
may be procured.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and humble servant,
THO. HUGHES.

'fo the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., President Con-
vention of Maryland, Annapolis.

with old ceJlars, which are known to contain often, (accord-
ing to their age,) great quantities, with this difference only,
that the collection of nitre in these caverns may be formed
thousands of years, which accounts for their richness.

From the situation and causes, I had reason to suppose
that the mountains must contain a great many sub-caverns;
and accordingly informed the inhabitants with my notion,
who have since searched and discovered, about three miles
farther, another sub-cavern eqnaJly rich; and as I have
received a sample of saltpetre from the Ohio, which was
found and scraped off f!'Om interstices of stones in a cavern,
which 1 hereby send for the inspection of Convention, it is
evident that oUi.mountains contain everywhere such caverns
full of saltpetre as to furnish the Colonies with that desirable
article to the fullest extent, at reasonab]e rates.

I attempted a trial to make some saltpetre out of the
mould, and took two bushels thereof, from which I extracted
between two and three pounds, but am sure that it would
have produed considerable more, if I had the necessary
utensils on th~ spot. A sample of the nitre 1 have brought
to the CouncIl of Safety. This saltpetre was exceeding
strong and in very large crystals. The people on the spot
now make saltpetre, and niake use of it partly in gunpow-
der, and partly for salting meat, that being a scal"ce article
there, and no doubt squander away great quantities, not
being sufficiently skilled to make it to advantage.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and
humble servant, C UT. n EISENTHALL.

To Matthew Tilghman, Esq., President of the Convention
of Maryland.

JESSE HOLT.INGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore-Town, October 1, 1776.

Honourable Council of Safety,
To JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH,Dr.

To cash paid for 134~ lbs. of 20d. nails, at
Is.ld., - - - . - . . - £7 5 8!

To cash paid for 32 lbs. of20d. nails at Is. Id., 1 14 8
.To commission on £ at 2Z per cent.

SIR: I have sent the boat and scow down with aJl the
nails I can get. Please to eXCUsetheir not coming soone!'
as it was not in my power. Please hurry the hands home;
as they are by the day.

My partof the timber for gondolas is in the yard, and
shall be glad to serve you in any further orders. From
your humble servant, JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.
To honourable Council of Safety.

LUX AND BOWLEY TO MARYLAND CouNtrL OF SAFt'tY.

Baltimore, October 1,1776.

HONOURABLESIR: We are favoured with yours of the
27th ultimo, respecting the cordage we were to furnish Mr.
Stewart, for the gondolas, &c., on the publick accollnt.

We did not enter into any agreement with him to finish
it at any particular d.ay; but on his ret~rn fromPhi7adelphia,
as he could not get It there, we promIsed to do our endea-
\TOutsto complete it as soon as possible,and which we mean
to ~omply w~th,so.soon as ~e get.rid of the frigate's rigging,
wlilch we thll1k wIll be finished 111a week; after that, we
hope to furnish for the gondolas as nearly as fast as it is
wanted, and shall, agreeable to Mr. Stewart's directions,
forward'it to Annapolis, as we make it.

Weare, honourable sirs, with respect, your most obedient
servants, L & Bux OWLEY.

To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifir, Esq., Presi-
dent Council of Safety.

DOCTOR WEISENTHALL TO ~rARYLAND COUNCIL OF" SAF'ETY.

Baltimore-Town, October 1, 1776.

SIR: I was, by the former Convention, ordered to ex-
amine the saltpeire earths on the south bank of the Pot01O-
mack, of which I produced a sample. The Convention
having adjourned before I returned, I now take the liberty
to make a report thereof. The place is on Patterson's
creek, about twelve or fourteen miles from the South Branch,
near Colonel Hight's. It is a perpendicular rock, in the COMMITTEEOFi'ECRET CORRESPONDENCE.

middle of which is a cavern, and which was formed from Philadelphia, October1, 1776.

the stones composing the rock decaying and tumbling" On my leaving London, Arthur Lee, Esq., requested
down, carrying along :-vith them a good quantity of rich" me to inform the Committee of Correspondence, that he
mould, which contains the saltpetre; and as the cavern is "had bad several conferences with the Frend! Ambassador,
so deep that no rain can come in, tbe saltpetre is not" who had communicated the same to the French COllrt;
washed off. If stones are broke off, or lifted" up, tbere is "

tliat in consequence thereof toe Duke de Vergennes had
sometimes a good quantity of real saltpetre in its white" sent a gentleman to Mr. Lee, who informed him that the
colour found, which can be scraped off OtlIof the interstices, "

French Court COLJldnot think of entering into a war with
where it col1ects. As for its formation, there is a similarity" England, but that they would assist America by sending

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II. 5~
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"from Holland this fall two hundred thousand pounds ster-
"ling worth of arms and ammunition to St. Eustatius,

" 1~Iartinico, or Cape Franfois. That application was to
"be made to the Governours or Commandants of those
"places by inquiring for Monsieur Hortalez, and that on
"persons properly authorized applying, the above articles
"would be delivered to them." [Verbal statement of
THOMASSTORY to the Committee.]

The above intelligence was' communic~ted to the subscri-
bers, being the only two members of the Committee of Secret
Correspondence now in the city, and our considering the
nature and importance of it, we agree in opinion that it is
our indispensable duty to keep it secret even from Congress,
for the following reasons:

First, Should it get to the ears of our enemies at New-
York, they would undoubtedly take measures to intercept
the supplies, and thereby deprive us not only of those suc-
cours, but of others expected by the same route.

Second, As the Court of France have taken measures to
negotiate this Joan of succour in the most cautious and secret
manner, should we divulge it immediately, we may not only
lose. the present benefit, but also render that Court cautious
of any further connection with such unguarded people, and
prevent their granting other loans and assistance that we
stand in need of, and have directed Mr. Deane to ask of
them. For it appears from all our intelligence they are not
disposed to enter into an immediate war with Britain,
although disposed to support us in our contest with them.
We therefore think it our duty to cultivate their favourable
disposition towards us, draw frolI) them all the support we
can, and in the end their private aid must assist us to establish
peace, or inevitably draw them in as parties to the war.

Third, We find by fatal experience the Congress consists
of too many members to keep secrets, as none could be
more strongly enjoined than the present embassy to France,
notwith$tanding which Mr. ~lJtIorriswas this day asked by
Mr. Reese ~Ieredith, whether Dr. Franklin and others
were really going Ambassadors to France, which plainly
proves, that this Committee ought to keep this secret, if
secrecy is required.

Fourthly, Weare of opinion that it is not necessary to'
inform Congress of this intelligence at present, because Mr.
~Iorris belongs to all the Committees that can properly be
employed in receiving and importing the expected supplies
from Martinico, St. Eustatius, or Cape Franfois, and will
immediately influence the necessary measures for that pur-
pose; indeed, we have already authorized William Bing-
ham, Esq., to apply at ~Iartinico and St. Eustatius for what
comes there, and remit part by the armed sloop Independ-
ence, Captain Young, promising to send others for the
rest. Mr. ~Iorris will apply to the Marine Committee' to
send other armed vessels after her; and also to Cape Fran-
fois, (without communicating this advice,) in consequence
of private intelligence lately received, that arms, ammuni-
tion, and clothing can now be procured at those places.

But should any unexpected misfortune befall the States
of America, so as to depress the spirits of the Congress, it
is our opinion, that on any event of that kind, Mr. Morris
(if Dr. Franklin should be absent) should communicate this
important matter to Congress; otherwise keep it until part
of or the whole suppJies arrive, unless other events happen
to render the communication of it more proper than it
appears to be at this time. B F. RANKLIN,

ROBT. MORRIS.

Communicated to me the 11th October, '1776, and I
concur heartily in the measure.

RICHD. HENRY LEE.

Communicated to me the 10th October, 1776, &ndI do
also sincerely approve of the measure.

WILLIAM HOOPER.

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO SILAS DEANE.

PhiJadelphia, October 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Mr. Morris has communicated to us the
substance of your letters to him, down to the 23d June,
when you were near setting our for Paris. We hope your
reception there has been equal to your expectations and our
wishes; indeed we have no reason to doubt it, considering
the countenance we have met with amongst the French

Islands and their seaports in Europe. It would be very
agreeable and useful to hear from you just now, in order to
form certain opinions of the designs of the French Court
respecting us and our contest, especially as we learn by
various ways they are filting out a considerable squadron at
Brest and Toulon. What a noble stroke they might now
strike at New- York! Twenty sail of the line would take
the whole fleet there, consisting of between four and five
hundred sail of men-of-war and transports, storeships, and
prizes. Was that piece of business once effected by a
~French fleet, we would engage to give them a very good
account of General Howe's army in a short time; but alas,
we fear the Court of France will let slip the glorious oppor-
tunity, and go to war by halves as we have done; we say
go to war, because we are of opinion they must take part in
the war sooner or later, and the longer they are about it the
worse terms will they come in upon.

We doubt not you will obtain from England a regular
account of the proceedings of Lord Howe and his brother;
and we suppose the General's military operations will be
ushered into the world with an eclat beyond their true
merits; or at least the conduct of our people and their
present situation will be misrepresented as ten times worse
than the reality. We shall therefore state these things to
you as they really are. The fleet under Lord Howe you
know is vastly superiour to any thing we have in the navy
way; consequentJy wherever ships can move they must
command; therefore it was long foreseen that we could not
hold either Long-Island or New- York; nevertheless as our
fortifications are chiefly built with axes and spades, the time
and trouble in raising them was not misspent, for it must
have been owing to those works that they remained several
weeks at Staten-island, without making any attempt. The
first they did make was on Long-Island where they landed
twenty thousand men or upwards, At this time we had
our army, consisting of not more than twenty thousand effec-
tive men, stationed at King's Bridge, New- York, and on
Long-Island; six to seven thousand was the whole of our
force on the latter, and about three thousand of them com-
manded by General Sullivan and Lord Stirling turned out
of the lines, took possession of some heights, and intended
to annoy the enemy in their approaches. They, however,
outgeneraled us, and got a body of five thousand men
between our people and the lines, so that we were surrounded
and of course came off second best: but they purchased this
victory dear, and many such would be their ruin. Sullivan,
Lord Stirling and many other officers fell into their hands.
These with privates amount~d to from eight hundred to one
thousand men in kiJIed, wounded, and taken prisoners.
They lost a greater number in killed and wounded; but we
took but few prisoners as you may suppose.

GenerallIowe then laid a trap in which he fully expected
to have caught every man we had on that island; but Gen-
eral Washington saw and frustrated his design, by an
unexpected and wen-conducted retreat across the Sound.
This retreat, is spoken of on both sides as a master-stroke.

The enemy immediately marched up a large body of
men opposite to Hell-Gate. Our people threw up intrench-
ments on York-Island to oppose their landing; but, shame
to say it, on the day of trial two brigades behaved infa-
mously, and could not be stopped by the entreaties or
threats of the General who came up in the midst of their
flight. It had been previously determined to abandon New-
York, and most of our cannon and military stores were
removed from thence in time. The enemy took possession
of the city and encamped on the Plains of Harlem. Our side
occupy the Heights of Harlem, King's Bridge, and Mount
Washington, where they have made lines as strong as can
be. In this situation they had a skirmish between about one
thousanct to twelve hundred men on each side, in which we
gained greatly the advantage, beat them off the field, and
took three field-pieces from them, having killed and
wounded a considerable number of their men.

Since then the city of New- York has been on fire, and
it's said one-fifth or one-sixth of it is reduced to ashes. The
enemy charged some stragglers of our people that happened
to be in New- York with having set the city on fire design-
edly, and took that occasion, as we are told, to exercise
some inhuman cruelties on those poor wretches that were in
their power. They will no doubt endeavour to throw the
odium of such a measure on us; but in this they will fail,
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for General Washington, previous to the evacuation of that
city, whilst it was in his power to do as he pleased with it.
desired to know the sense of Congress respecting the de-
struction of the city, as many officers had given it as their
opinion it would be an advisable measure; but Congress
resolved that it should be evacuated and left unhurt, as they
had no doubt of being able to take it back at a future day.
This will convince aH the world we had no desire to burn
towns or destroy cities, but that we left such meritorious
works to grace the history of our enemies.

Upon the whole our army near New- York are not suf-
ficiently strong to cope with General Howe in the open
field; they have therefore entrenched themselves, and act on
the defensive. They want better arms, better tents, and
more clothing than they now h'ave; nor is it in our power, at
this time, to supply them. Consequently we cannot recruit
or increase that army under these discouragements. Men
cannot cheerfully enter a service where they have the pros-
pect of facing a powerful enemy, and encountering the in-
clemency of a hard cold winter, without covering, at the
same time. These are discouraging circumstances, but we
must encounter them with double diligence, and we still
ha ve hopes to procure clothing, partly by importation, partly
by capture, and chiefly by purchasing all that can be found
on the Continent.

I[ France means to befriend us, or wishes us well, they
should send us succours in good muskets, blankets, cloths,
coatings, and proper stuff for tents, also in ammunition; but
not like the Venitians, wait until we are beat, and then send
assistance. Weare willing to pay for them, and shaH be
able soon as we can safely export our tobacco and other
valuable produce.

Our Northern army is strong, well intrenched in an
advantageous post at Tyconderoga, which can only be taken
from them by storm, as it cannot be approached in a regular
manner on account of the situation. \Ve are also formida-
ble on the lakes, in galleys, boats, and gondolas, under
command of your friend Arnold, and that army is better
provided than the other, so that we do not seem to appre-
hend any danger in that quarter at present.

The Southern States are, from the present, in peace and
quietness, except some interruptions from the Indians, who
were instigated thereto by 1\11'.Stewart, the Superintendent,
and other agents from our enemies; however, they have not
any eause to rejoice in those machinations as yet, for the
Carolinians and Virginians have attacked and beat them
several times, destroyed several of their towns and corn-
fields, and mad6 them repent sorely what they ha \'e done.
So that we have little to apprehend on account of Indians.

The only source of uneasiness amongst us arises from the
number of Tories we find in every State. Tbey are more
numerous than formerly, amI speak more openly; but Tories
are now of various kinds and various princi pIes. Some are
so from real attachment to Britain, some from interested
views, many, very many, from fear of tbe British force;
some because they are dissatisfied with the general measures
of Congress, more because they disapprove of tbe men in
power and the measures in their respective States. But
these different passions, views, and expectations, are so com-
bined in their consequences that the parties affected by

. them either withhold their assistance or oppose our opera-
tions; and if America faits, it will be owing to such divisions
more than the force of our enemies. However, there is
much to be done before America can be lost, and if France
wilt but join us in time there is no danger but America will
soon be established an independent empire, and France,
drawing from her the principal part of those sources of
wealth and power that formerly flowed into Great Britain,
will immediately become the greatest Power in Ellrope.

We have given you as just a picture of our present situ-
ation as we can draw in the compass of a letter, in order
that you may be weJl informed; but you will only impart
such circumstances as you may think prurlent.

Our frigates are fine vessels, but we meet difficulty in pro-
curing guns and anchors. Our people are but young in
casting the former, and we want coals to make the latter;
however, these difficulties we shall surmount, and are bent
on building some line-of-battJe ships immediately. The
success in privateering, and encouragement given by the
merchants, will inevitably bring seamen amongst us. This,
with the measure that will be adopted to encourage the

breeding of seamen amongst ourselves, will, in a few years,
"

make us respectable on the ocean. Surely France cannot
be so blind to her own interest as to neglect this glorious
opportunity of destroying the power and humbling tbe pride
of her natural and our declared enemy.

We make no doubt but you have been made acquainted
with the negotiations of Monsieur Hortalez, and in conse-

quence thereof we conclude you will be at no loss to obtain
the supplies of goods wanted for a particular department,
notwithstanding we know that the greatest part of those
remittances that were intended you, have been intercepted
by one means or other. It is unfortunate and much to be
regretted that those remittances have had such ilt fate, but
we hope you have obtained the goods on credit, and you
may depend that remittances will be continued until all
your engagements are discharged.

Clothing and tents are so much wanted for our armies
that we entreat you to apply immediately to the Court of
France for a loan of money sufficient to despateh immedi-
ately considerable quantities of stuff fit for tents, and of
eoarse cloths, coatings, stockings, and such other comforta-
ble necessaries for an army as you can readily judge will be
proper. You will get these goods either sent out direct in
French vessels, or to their islands, where we can send for
them; but if you could prevail on the Court of France to
send out men-of-war with them, it would be most accepta-
ble. Whatever engagements you make for payment of the
cost of such clothing and necessaries, the Congress will order
sufficient remittances to fulfil the same; but in our circum-
stances it requires time to accomplish them. You'll observe
the Secret Committee have given orders to Mr. Thomas
Morris to procure sundry articles and despatch them imme-
diately; and if you succeed in the negotiation of a loan from
the Court for this purpose, you may employ him or act in
conjunction with him to procure and despatch those articles
ordered by them, and such others as you shall judge neces-
sary, and the remittances to be made him will serve to
refund the loan. Should the Court decline this matter per-
haps the Farmers General may be induced to advance the

money or stake their credit for the sake of securing the
tobacco the Secret Committee will remit to Europe. These
things we tbrow out as hints, and shall only further observe
that you cannot render your injured country more essential
service at this time than by procuring these supplies imme-
diately.

Weare told that our vigilant enemies have demanded of
the Courts of France, Spain, and Portugal, to deliver up
the American ships in their ports, and to forbid their having
any future intercourse with them. The Court of Portugal
has complied so far as to order our ships away on ten days'
notice. That FranceandSpain gave evasive answers. This
is private uncertain intelligence; but we think you will do
well to intimate to the Ministers of those nations that first
impressions are lasting; that the time has been when they
stood much in need ofAmericansupplies; that the timemay
come again; tbat although we are styled Rebels by Britain,
yet our friendship may hereafter be of the utmost importance
to those Powers particularly that possess American Colonies,
and that injuries now done us will not be easily effaced.
These hints of arguments you'fi offer as the suggestionsof
your own mind, and endeavour to influence them by interest
or fear from taking any active part against us. On the con-
trary, as it is evidently their interest to encourage our com-
merce, so we hope you'll be able to influence .them, by
one means or other, to protect and license it in the utmost
extent.

We shall not take up more of your time at present, but
remain, sir, your humble servants.
To Silas Deane, Esq.

CO~IMITTEEOF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO WILLIAM BING-

HAM.

Philadelphia, October 1, 1776.

MR. BINGHAM: Sir: Having received ad vices that our
agent, Mons. IIortalez, is despatching" sundry articles
wante.d for the service o~ the United States of America, t~
Mart~mco or St. Eustatza, recommended to the care of his
Excellency the General, or the Governor and Intendant
there, to be by them delivered to whoever shall be properly
authoriz~d by Congress to receive the same, we hereby

.
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request you will make application for all arms, ammunition,
money, clothing, or other articles, tbat may arrive in Mar-
tinico or St. Eustatia with the above directions; and you
are hereby empowered to receive and grant receipts for the
~ame, on bebalf of the United States of America, or to sign
certificates, or any other writing that may be required,
purporting the delivery thereof to you as agent for the
Congress. Weare, sir, your humble servants.

In Congress,Philadelphia, October 1, 1776

I do hereby certify that Benjamin Franklin and Robert
Morris, Esquires, De]egates in Congress from Pennsylva-
nia, have been duly appointed members of the honourable
COITunitte(,) of Secret Correspondence, and that they are
fully empowered to direct all matters in their department
01) behalf of the United States of America, the other mem-
bers of said Committee being now absent. I do a]so cer-
tify that the delivery of arms, ammunition, specie, or other
stores, to them or their order, on beha]f of the Congress, is,
and will be acknowledged as valid and binding on the
United States of America.

B. FRANK~IN TO C. W. F. DUMAS.
Philadelphia, October 1, 1776.

SIR: I have just time to acknowledge the receipt of your
two packets, with the pamphlets enclosed, the contents of
which are very satisfactory. You will hear from me more
fuJJy in a little time. With great esteem, I am, sir, &c.,

B. FRANKLIN.

P. S. We have a great force brought against us here,
but continue firm.

MARINB COMMITTEE TO LIEUTBNANT A~BERTSON.
October 1, 1776.

SIR: The Continelltal schoQnerMuskeito, under your
command, being well fitted and manned, you are to set saiJ
for Ocracock, in North- Carolina, and proceed up with
said schooner to 1j;df<nto~. On your arrival there, put into
the post-office any leu.ersyou carry with you, and the mili-
tary stores and other goods you have on board deliver to
Messrs. Hewes Sf Smith, merchants, at that place. Those
gentlemen are to lade you back; therefore you must lose
no tim.e in qiscb.arging and getting the vessel ready for the
reception of naval stores, or any other goods which tbey
may want for to put.on board, which you are to receive to
the fulllading of your vessel.

You are to apply to the Convention, or any oth~r pub-
lick body at that place, for any despatches they may want
to sendby you; and as soon as YOI1 have received your
cargo and. despatches from Messrs. Re'/lJesSf Smith, you
are to set si1il for this place, proceeding with caution, to
avoid being tak~n by the en~my. Should you fiodoul' bay
shut up by the men-of-war, and that you cannot get in by
the Cape May channel, bear away for some of the in]ets,
and write to us when you get in.

You are to be car.efld of the schpon.er,her materials aod
stores, and we expect you will be diligent and attentive to
the executioll oJyour business.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.

To Lieutenant Thomas Albertson, of the Continental
schooner Muskeito.

P. S. You must make the utmost despatch from Caro-

lina, and take care not to waste any powder. Should you
be taken, throw all letters and papers overboard, slung to a
shot to sink them.

ROBERT MORRIS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Secret Committee, Philadelphia, October 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Publick bodies should be equally cautious

of taking offence as of giving it, because mischiefs are very
apt to arise therefrom, and generally before a remedy can
be applied. You have taken amiss the refusal of fourteen
pieces of canvass, wanted for your Colonial vessels, and
had information that two thousand pieces had been imported
in our vessel here. These are your premises; and the
facts are as follows: It was not tl1is Committee that refused
you the canvass, for we had, agreeable to orders Qf Con-

gress, de]ivered the whole to the Marine Committee, and
that whole consisted of about six hundred pieces instead of
two thousand; but it was not possible the Marine Commit-
tee could spare you a single bolt, bec~use the Congress bad
but a day or two before your application ordered all the
]ight duck and other stuff, then in the publick stores, or that
could be bought in the city, to be made up into tents, and
to be sent immediately to General Washington. The Ma-
rine Committee remonstrated against this measure, alleging
that none of the Contin~ntal vessels could besent out jf the
canvass was taken from them. No matter, they were told;
tbe soldiers should have tents if they stripped the yards of
those Continental frigates and cruisers that had sails made
up; aod in consequence of this measure, which nothing but
the extreme necessity of ou, army could justify, we have
now a parcel of fine vessels lying here useless at a time they
might have been mostadvantageously employed. Therefore
judge you, whether that Committee or the Congress itself
cou]d have justified sparing you the canvass you wanted.

.

You may depend, gentlemen, that 00 just grounds are
ever meant to be given by Congress, or any of its Com-
mittees, for complaints like yours. We are all embarked
in a cause that requires our utmost united exertions to
carry us through, and be assured you call always demand
our utmost aid and assistance, where it can possibly be
extended consistent with the general welfare.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, for and on behalf of
the Secret Committee, your most obedient and very humble
servant,

ROBT. MORRIS.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of ~[aryland.

Philadelphia, October 1, 1776.

Yesterday arrived in this city from the American camp
at Harlem, Brigadier-qeneral Mij/Un, Co]onel Penrose, and
Major Williams.

We hear that an armed vessel is now fitting out in this
city, which will be called the Parry, in honour of the late

gallant Colonel Parry, of this State, who fell on Long-
Island, the 27th of August last, nob]y contending for the

freedom and independence of his country.

COLONEL Z. BUTLER TO ROGER SHERMAN.

Westmoreland, October 1,1176.

HONOURED SIR: In some of my last letters, you wiU
recollect, I informed you I had sent a messenger amon" the
~ndians upon the head waters of the Susquehannah,o and
thereby informed them of an assault made upon one of OUI'
people, whose testimony has some time since been sent to
you. The Indians, you wiJl see by the enclosed messarres

are disposed for peace, and think it necessary that this p~c~
be appoint~d to hold their council at, and, as they express
it, to. have a fire-place here. Their. importunity was so
pressmg on that account, that I promIsed them to. inform
the Congress and our Assembly of their request, and would
beg the opinion of yourself, and our other Dele<Tates, whether
iUs best to lay it before the Congress, and that you would
be pleased to inform his ~onour, our Governour, immediately
what you apprehend wIll be best for the Colony to do if
any thing, in that matter. '

The Indians, when they come here, expect presents, or
at least to be supported while amQng us, and no one is ap-
pointed to treat with them. They come to me, and I have"
frequently given them, but find tbe burthen too <Treatfor one
man to bear. They also in.sist upon a new flag, such as is
used by the army of the Umted States. Tbey say their old
flag came over the great water, and they now want a new
one, as a token of their friendship to the United States.

By the last papers we find that the report of Colonel
!1u~ler, .etc., with Indians and Canadians being at Oswego,
IS disbelieved. By the accounts we had before received of
that matter, some were much agitated here, but seem more
easy at present.

I expect to be at the Assembly, and shall glad]y receive
any information you shall think proper to send me.

I am, sir, your bumble servant, Z. BUTLER.
To Hon. Roger Sherman.

N. B. The Indians deny having any hand in the attack
made upon Wilson,and haveengagedto let us knowif they
make any discovery of that matter.
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A Conference held at WYOMING, or WESTMORELAND,be-
tween Captain JOHN, in behalf of the SIX NATIONS,and
Colonel BUTLER, of the Colony of CONNECTICUT.

Captain John: Brothers, we come to make you a visit,
and let you know we were at tbe treaty at Oswego, with
Co]onel Guy Johnson. Weare all of one mind; we are
friends, and bring goodnews.

Brotbers, we are also come to Jet you know the Six Na-
tions bave been something afraid, but are nOW glad to see
an things look like peace, and they tbink there wiII be no
quarrel with each otber, and you must not believe bad re-
ports, or remember times tbat bave been bad or unfriendly.

Brothers, aJi our spirits are of one colour, why should we
not be of OTIemind ?-continu~ to be brothers as our fathers
and grandfathers were?

Brothers, we hope and desire you may hold what liberties
and privileges you now enjoy.

Brothers, we are sorry to hear two brothers are fighting
with each other, and should be glad to hear the quarrel was
peaceably settled. We chome not to interest ourselves on
either side. The quarrel appears to be unnecessary. \Ve
do not weJl understand it. Weare for peace.

Brothers, when our young men come to hunt in your
neighbourhood, you must not imagine they come to do mis-
chief; they come to procure thernsel ves provisions, also
skins to purchase them clothing.

Brothers, we desire that Wyoming may be a pla{:e ap-
pointed where the great men may meet, and have a fire,
which shaII ever afterwards be called Wyomick, when you
shall judge best, to prevent any jealousies or uneasy thoughts
that may arise, and thereby preserve our friendship.

Brothers, you see but one of our chiefs. You may be
suspicious on that account, but we assure you this chief
speaks in tbe name of the S'J,XNations. Weare of one
mind.

Brothers, what we say is not 'from the lips, bnt from the
heart. If any Indians of little note should speak other-
wise, you must pay no regard to them, but observe what
has been said and wrote by the chiefs, which may be de-
pended on.

Brothers, we live at the head of these waters, (Susque-
hanna.) Pay no regard to any reports that may corne up
the stream or any other way, but look to the head of the
waters for truth, and we do now assure you, as long as the
waters .run, so long you may depend on our friendship. We
are all of one mind, and we are all for peace.

GENERAL HOWE'S ORDERS FOR SEIZING GRAIN, &c., ON

LONG-ISLAND, NEW-YORK.

In pursuance of his ExceJlency the Commander-in CbiePs
orders to me, you are hereby directed to take into your cus'-
tody all the grain, forage, and creatures you can find on
Long-Island, being the property of persons in actual rebel-
lion, or who have deserted their habitations, and put them-
selves under the protection of the Rebels, taking an exact
account of what is so seized, and report frequently to J{}hn
~Iorrison, respecting grain and forage, and to James Christie
respecting creatures~ In execution of this duty yon are to
employ such persons as you think proper, who will apply to
his ,Majesty's Justices of the Peace to impress boats, wagons,
horses, drivers, mills, barns, and what other conveniences
you may require for the benefit of his Majesty's service;
and all officers, civil and military, are hereby required to
give you their aid. For doing all which, this shaII be a
sufficient warrant. D ' C C Gi AN L HAMlER, om. en.

October 1, 1776,

Jamaica, October 2, 1776.

To JOHN HEWLETT, Esq., L. L:

You are to use your utmost endeavours to bring me cat-
tle and sheep for the army; when delivered a receipt wiII
be given, to be paid at a certain time and place. If any
butcher or others interfere with you under pretence of
bringing them to me, without a written order from me,
seize their cattle, put a fair value on them, and drive them
to me, and the owners shaH be paid. Also seize aH sheep
and cattle of Rebe]s who ha\'e left their habitations, and
employ proper people to assist you. For doing whereof,
this shall be your warrant. JAMES CHRISTIE,

Commissary for Cattle and Sheep.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 1, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour of your favour of the 27th ultimo,
and note the contents. The row-ga]]eys belonging to your
State, together with those tbe property of tbe United States,
and all otllf'r vessels, on the approach of the men-of-war,
ran up the North River, under covet of the battery on
Mount Washington, from whence it is now impossible to
remove them. As they are now posted, they are .service-
able to us, by preventing a communication with the ships,
and keeping out row-guards by night, to give liS timely
notice of the approach, or any movements, of the enemy.
To take from them their crew would be renderincr them
entirely useless, and to rob them of their weapon; would
dispirit the men. However, if it should be thought advi-
sable, after weighing the above circumstances, to have the
crew ordered to Connecticut, or any of the arms or other
weapons on board to be sent there, your orders shaH be
attended to. The situation of the enemy's ships is very
different at this time from what it was before the evacuation
of New- York. We then had the command of a narrow
pass, communicating from the SOWid to the East River,
commonly ca]]ed Hell-Gate, which is now in their posses-
sion. Two of their ships came through yesterday--one, I
think, a transport, the other a frigate mounting twtmty-four
guns.

October 3.-Since the above, I am honoured with yours
of the 28th, enclosing the petition from the gentlemen sent
from tbis State on parole to Connecticut. They were
looked upon as favourers to Governour Tryon and the
British troops, and were removed to prevent giviucr any
intelligence or otherways aiding the enemies of our co~ntry.
It was intended that when the theatre of action was
removed, they might. return; but that at present is not the
case. Nor do I think it prudent they should be permitted to
return during our present situation, as undoubtedly they.
may have it in their power to give information concerning
your State, &c., which might be prejudicial to the general
good. They particularly mention, in their petition, "that
they were removed from Long-Island into Connecticut.
until such rime as the situation and state of affairs there
should admit of their return to their respective families
again." You will be pleased to inform them I acrree with
you in sentiment that that period is not arrived.

0

There is no material difference in our situation since r .
last wrote you. The enemy have nearly completed their
works from the North to the East River. As the season is
far advanced, we cannot reasonably expect a state of inac-
tivity; hut should they attempt to dislodge us from our
present quarters, 1 am in hopes to defeat their desians, and
give a favourable account to the publick of the co~duct of
the troops under my command.

1 have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant,
Go. W.ASHJNGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

COLONEL REED TO THE COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS AT HEAD-

~UARTERS TO IN~UIRE INTO THE STATE OF THE AR~IY.

Camp, near Harlem, October 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your departure from this place earlier
than 1 expected, obliges me to communicate to you this
way what 1 intended to have done in person. 1 obset've
that the Congress, in tbe estab]jshment of a new and per-
manent army, have very properly reserved the appointment
of General officers to themselves. As the department I
now have die honour to hold is in that class, and of very
great importance to the publick safety and welfare, I think
it my indispensable duty to acquaint you, as early as pos- .

sible, that 1 find my apprehensions of not being able. to fill
it to ad vantage to the publick and satisfaction to myself,
have been too well realized to allow me to continue in it.

If there is any department in the army which should be
filled by one who bas made arms his profession, it is this;
and I doubt whether any abilities or reading can supply the
deficjency of practice. In a well-regulated army, it is a
post of great concern and difficulty, and always filled by
some officer of the greatest experience: how much more
necessary must it be in Ollrs, where the greatest part are
uninfonned of their dut.Y' and the frequent changes keep tiS
constantly ignorant. To set out wi~ the new troops; to
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lead them on step by step in the various duties of the camp,
the parade of the field; to establish one system of exercise
through the whole, so that the whole machine, though large,
may move with ease, will require an officer to whom the
minute duties are familiar, and whose know]edge and expe-
rience will claim respect in his discharge of the greater ones.
I feel myself often at a loss in the former, and inexpressibly
so in the latter: to continue, therefore, in an office which
may be filled by a man of capacity, when I am sensible of
my deficiencies, would, in my opinion, be unbecoming a
man of character and honour. In the new arrangement,
therefore, to be made, you will be pleased to consider this
department as one to be provided for, and the sooner, I
apprehend, the better.

The General's friendship and partiality would doubtless
induce him to retain me with him, and supply my defects
from his own knowledge and application to business, both
which are very great. I have not, therefore, as yet, ac-
quainted him with my intentions; but I beg you would do
me the justice to believe that neither a regard to private
interest, personal danger, or dissatisfaction with the service,
but a single eye to the publick service and welfare, have
actuated me upon this occasion. I shall not hesitate to
apply the little knowledge and experience I have acquired
to the publick service in a channel through which I can
serve it with satisfaction and honour, but I cannot continue
in an important department, where the publick and my own
character will eventually suffer.

I am, with great respect and regard, gentlemen, your
most obedient and very humble servant,

J as. REED, Adjutant-General.

COL"ONEL GRAYSON TO GENER4L HEATH.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, October 1, 1776.

, SIR: His Excellency has desired me to acquaint you
that he approves of the sentence respecting the condemna-
tion of James McCormick, as also the sentences on Lieu-
tenant Thomas Younkerman, ofColoneJ Haller's Regiment,
and of Oliver ]}Iildeberger, of Captain Leonard's Com-
E~ny, Colonel Lasher's Regiment. With respect to James
McCormick, it will be necessary for you to appoint the
place and time of execution, and acquaint his Excellency
therewith, that he may have an opportunity of putting it

. into general orders.
I have it further in command to acquaint you, that

whenever any prisoners in your divisionare charged with
capital offences, that it will be advisableto send them here
for trial: in other instances you are to pl'Oceedas heretofore.
His Excellency having some matters to communicate to
you is desirous of seeing you here some time to-day.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM GRAYSON,A. D. C.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath, at King's Bridge.

P. S. His Excellency, upon considering further on the
subject of McCormick, thinks it will be best to order him
here for execution: you will, therefore, be p]eased to have
this done. You will please to let the prisoner know he is
certainly to dje, and direct that a blessing may attend
him.

COLONELREED TO GENERAL HEATH.
Head-Quarters, October 1, 1776.

SIR: You will please to order McCormick down here
under a guard, as soon as you conveniently can. Captain
Wilcox has applied for a Court of Inquiry into his conduct

on Long-Island, in August. You will please to order one,

if GeneralSullivan's health will admithis attendance.
I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

Jos. REED, Adjutant-General.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL HEAT!!.

October 1, 1776.

SIR; I wrote you this morning by the General's direction
to desire McCormick might be sent down here to be exe-
cuted to-morrow, but as he has not arrived, I fear the letter
has miscarried.

I send you back the proceedings of the Court-Martial on

the other prisoners, which the General desires you :would
have carried tnto execution immediately. -

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
J as. REED,. AdJutant-General.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DUER.
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR: .I have only to acquaint you that a frigate
came through Hell-Gate last night, and anchored within
the mouth of Harlem river, a little below Harlem town.

This looks more and more like an attempt upon that side.
As we ha~e got our front well secured, we are bestowing all

ou~ attention to our flank next the Sound. ~r. Jenifer
arrived here an hour ago; he left General Lee III Georgia,
the 1st of last month. He would set out for this on the
3d, and as he intended to ride post we look for him every
day. His arrival will greatly relieve our worthy General,
who has too much for any mortal upon his hands.

I have not to add, but that I am, sincerelyyour most
obedient servant,

T TENCH ILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq., Fishkill.
Captain Cook has not yet given

sinking of the ships.
his answer respecting

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL SALTONSTALL.

King's Bridge, October 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your Militia have not as yet come forward.
I beg you would hurry them, as they are wanted imme-
diately. Two regiments are to take post on New- York
Island, agreeable to his Excellency's orders lately given to
you. Four were to join Colonel Chester, two of which are
now to be posted on Harlem river, nearly opposite to Head-
Quarters. Colonel Throop's regiment is also to come
forward without loss of time, and take post at the last-men-
tioned place. Majo~ Rogers's regiment. is to remain on
the sea-coast; Captams Wheat and Perkzns are to remain
at the Saw-Pitts; the other companies of that regiment are
to be posted in the most judicious manner between the
Saw-Pitts and East-Chester, in such manner as most effect-
ually to secure and guard the coast.

.I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,

To General Saltonstall.
W. HEATH.

GENERAL SALTONSTAJ,L TO GENERAL HEATH.

West-Chester, October 1,1776.

HONOURED SIR: Yours of this day is before me. Yes-
terdayordered two regiments, Lieutenant-Colonel Stores's
and Major Greaves's, immediately to march all to New- York
Island and encamp on the hill opposite Fort Washincrton
and apply to his Excellency for further orders. Two ~egi~
ments, Lieutenant-Colonel Ely's and Lieutenant-Colonel
Smi~h's, immediately to march on the hill westward of my
lodgmgs,.to oc~~~ythe tents n?w standing,left by the late
Connectzcut MIlitIa. One regiment, Colonel Doucrlass's
is posted here. One regiment, Colonel Bosford' s'bout of
which one hundred and seventy-five men are p~sted at
:Manor of Pelham, and guard four miles of sea-coast, having
only fifty men more to march, as th~ nu~ber o~ one hundred
and seventy-five was left to my dIscretIon, wIth advice of
Colonel Joseph Drake, who then urged to have more
guards for that length of coast; but if you don't order other-
wise this day, will order the remainder of said regiment to
march forward. The [()Ill' first-mentioned reiTiments are
now on their march for their destination aforesaid but shall

o~der the several regiments, with Colonel Throop's, imme-
diately to march to the post you assicrnon Harlem river
and give Major Rogers orders agreeable to your direction:
His Excellency told me my command would be where the

greater part of the brigade was, and consequently on this
side Kzng's Bridge.

I am your most humble servant,

To Major-General Heath.
G. SALTONSTALL.

GENERAL SCOTT TO GENERAL GATES.

Camp near King's Bridge, October 1, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Permit me to recommend to your par':
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ticular attention Monsieur Sennalet, a young gentleman
from the French Islands, who has entered into the Ameri-
can service, and has a Majority, with orders to repair to
your department. The gentleman has been with me a few
days; and I flatter myself, from the short acquaintance I
have with him, that you will find him a man of merit. Of
this, however, General Gates will be a. better judge than
myself. The General's good sense and politeness will give
merit its due; and I cannot hel p flattering. myself that no
person will be prejudiced in his estimation by the recom-
mendation of his most obedient, humble servant,

JNO. MORIN SCOTT.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS..
[Read October 14,1776.]

King's Bridge, October I, 1776.

SIR: I have this day drawn on you, in favour of Colonel
Lowry, for sixty thousand dollars, towards supplying the
COQtinentaltroops in New-Jersey with provisions. I hope
the same will be paid and charged to my account accord-
ing1y.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
J os. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

WILLIAJI! MILLER TO THE COMM~NDING OFFICER AT MOUNT

WASHINGTON.

In Committee of Safety for the County of Westchester, ~
White-Plains, October 1, 1776. 5

SIR: Weare well assured that there are several compa-
nies of men in the Counties of Westchester and Dutchess,
who are making ready to go off and join the King's army.
Weare taking all possible pains to detect and apprehend
them, by raising and sending off guards. We inform you,
at the same time, that the Convention are apprised of it,
and have recommended it to us to use the utmost vigilance.
We beg, as they may go down the North River this evening,
or perhaps in a night or two, that you'll kee~ a st:ict watch
at your fort, by the water-side. They may likewIse endea-
vour to pass over the East River to Long-Island; and we
think they wiJI meet with no difficulty in effecting their
scheme that way, as the Continental Militia keep so indif-
ferent a guard along that shore.

We thought proper to acquaint you of this plot, as it
may be in your power to stop them in going down the
North Rivet'.

By order of the Committee:
WM. MILLER,D. Chairman.

To the Commanding Officer at Mount Washington.
We beg you'll be kind enough to forward the above

information to the commanding officers along the Sound.

COLONEL WEBB TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, ten o'clock, Tuesday Evening,

The General has this moment received information from
the Committee of Westchester County, that several compa-
nies are formed and forming to join General Howe, and that
it is more than probable they intend to pass this night or in
a day or two. I am therefore to acquaint you his Excel-
lency expects your guards keep the strictest watch from
Harlem river, as far up as they posted.

I am, sir, yours, &c., SAM'L N. WEBB, A. D. C.

To General Heath.

WILLIAM MILLER TO CAPTAIN OSBORNE.

White-Plail'ls, October I, 1776.

I this day received a letter from the Convention, in which
they inform me of a discovery made to them by YOllof con-
spiracies among some persons upon Cortlandt's Jtlanor. I
mllst acquaint you that the Convention have reposed espe-
cial trust in me to be aiding and assisting in bringing the
same to light, as you may learn by applying to Captain
Delavan. I must beg that you will, as soon as possible,
give me further information about the matter, in order that
they may be apprehended before they can escape, and if

I could see you I could impart further matter of the like
consequence.

I am your very humb1e servant, WM.MILLER.
To Captain Osborne, at Cortlandt's Manor.

An account of Ball and Flints delivered by P. T. CUR-
TENIUS, before Jtlr. NORWOOD'S appointment.

Balls. Flints.
600 3,000

- - - - - 800 4,000
400 2,000

- - - - 1,000 5,000
- 2,000 9,500

1,000 5,000
- - 1.350

Tryon County,
West-Chester,-
UbJter, -
Dutchess, - -
Albany,
Suffolk,
New-York,

28,500
6,150 lQs.

. JOHN SIMPSON AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

GENTLEMEN: It is now six weeks and two days since
we were admitted to our parole by your body at the White-
Plains--our destination Bedford. We were at the same
time informed that the Committee of that place were to fur-
nish us with two dollars per week on account of the Con-
tinental Congress, for our subsistence, to be repaid by us
when exchanged; for which we have repeatedly applied,
but through inattention or want of understanding in the
matter, it has hitherto been neglected, which lays us under
the necessity of this application, desiring you would be kind
enough to order the arrears to be paid us, as likeways to
appoint the means of our future support. We have boarded
upon our own credit for these six weeks, at Bedford;
brought from there on l!'riday last, without a morsel of
victuals being allowed us from seven o'clock of the morning
of that day till Saturday, that we got our dinners upon a
fresh credit at the Plains, where we now sojourn. As we
have no money to get our linen washed or shoes mended,
&c., the favour of your attention to this will much oblige
your humble servants, . J S. NO. IMPSON,

W ILL'M ELDER,

JOSEPH WOLLCOMB,

W~r. McDERMOTT.

To tbe Congress of the State of New- York.

PET1TION OF PRISONERS CONFINED IN JlWRRISTOWN JAIl,.

To the honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony
of NEW-YORK:

Your petitioners: Barnaby McMaron, belonging to Gen-
eral Greene's brigade, stationed at Long-Island, punished
for sleeping on his post, and ordered one month's confine-
ment, and been confined near three months:

Richard Keef, belonging to Lord Stirling's brigade,
confined for buying a gun; tried and punished; ordered
one month's imprisonment, confined three months:

William Gillas, confined for buying of a soldier who was
indebted to him, a shirt and a pair of breeches, which it
proved he had stole. To excuse himself he informed tbat
I was going on board the Asia, though in years and a crip-
pie; keeps a small store in York:

Thomas Dennis, confined by Major Crane, under suspi-
cion of desertion into Boston, to the enemy. I was taken
by them and pardoned for deserting from them, which I
have done a second time, leaving all my clothes behind,
and as a reward for returning, I have been long confined
quite naked:

Jeremiah Gilly, confined for getting drunk, and making a
disturbance in the streets of New- York:

Edward Wilson, confined for quarreling with his Corporal,
being a front rank man and he would place me in the rear at
the battle on Long-Island; a rifleman:

John Dougherty, confined for being in a certain house in
York in liquor; a bowl being broke, the guard being come
in, accused us with being Tories, my company fled, and I
sent to gaol; an inhabitant of York:

James Nowles, confined on suspicionof goingto Long-
I~land, being fishing in the East River for the Hospital:

Thomas Berry, belonging to General Sullivan's brigade,
confined for striking a Lieutenant on the Holy ground, who
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had drawn the sword on two of tbem. Confined since April
17, 1776:

John Creig, confined for the above crime, and is the man
wbo has disciplined most of the Jersey troops; was to have
been discharged tbe day after we left York:

John Andrews, a prisoner of .war, taken at St. John's,
hatb since disciplined two battalions of Provincial troops at
MontancUs, where he left his regiment and came in Captain
John De mtt's company to Horn's Hook. Confined for
being in company with a man suspected to be a Tory.
The man got cleared, I being neglected in the hurry of busi-
ness; should have been discharged in a few days, if we had
not left New- York:.

John Gee, belonging to the First Battalion of York
Militia, confined for affronting a Sergeant who was in liquor.
I reminding him of his duty for fear of getting mischief,
he charged me with being inimicalto the country; I was
tried and honourably acquitted by a Court-Martial, upon a
good character given from my Captain, which he repeatedly
sent me, but could not come and take me, being upon
Long-Island; therefore I remain, though guiltless, througl1
the hurry and confusion of the times:

Most humbly showeth, that your petitioners think tbey
are very cruelly treated, to be confined without crimes, or
even the shadow of a crime in reality; and hurried like
the worst of criminals from one gaol to another, when sol-
diers are so much wanted; and it is the desire of every man
to join their respective regiments, instead of perishing for
want of clothes, and their healtb by tbeir close confinement
daily declining. Weare used to enjoy liberty in York and
Newark gaols, but here close locked up in dungeons; our
victuals and the treatment we meet with from the gaoler is
kind and good. We beg forjustice sake, you will take our
unhappy, as well as unmerited sufferings into your kind and
most serious consideration, (being every resource left us
while the army is in such confusion,) or we must languish
without any hopes, though most of us might be very useful
if we had liberty and justice. Hope you will take these
unhappycircumstancesmto your mOstseriousconsideration;
aod your petitioners,in duty, as well as gratitude,be ever
bound to pray, &c.

Morri~towI\ GaQI, O~tober 1, 1776.

COMMITTEE OF SHAWANGUNK TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

In Committee, Shawangunk, in mster County, ~
O~tober I, 1776. 5

GENTLEMEN: WIH~reas the companyof Militia of Foot
formerly commanded by ft'Iatthew Rea, in the Precinct of
Shawangunk, and in the regiment commanded by Colonel
Jonathan Hasbrook, have been under the necessity to make
a new choice of officers, by reason of their Captain's resign-
ing and other vacancies, the following gentlemen were
chosen, agreeable to the resolves of Congress, for the offi-
cers of said company, viz: Siah Robenson for Captain,
James Hunter for First Lieutenant, James Karne, Jun., for
Second Lieutenant, and Evert Huffman for Ensign. And
the. Committee of said Precinct of Shawangunk do ear-
nestly ref!Uest that the persons above named may be com-
missioned as early as possible.

By order of tbe Committee:
MATTHEW REA, Chairman.

To the honourable the COIJyention of the State of New-
York, now coIJyened at Fishkill.

LIEUTENANT ALGER TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Montgomery, October, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Captain Dennis was speaking to me con-
cerning raising a company of Marines to enter on board
the sl)lp ltlontgomery, for her safety this winJ;er. I make
{10 doubt but he has acquainted tbe Convention of the
same. I had some encouragement tbat I should have the
berth, as our regiment will soon be disbanded and our men
will be idle. By what sllJall encouragement I have had
from Captain DOlnis, I have engaged a company of very
fine young men, a great part of tbem sailors and artillery-
men, whicb will go through all hardships with me. If you
see cause to appoint me in that station, and send me the
rate that tbey must engage under, I shall engage them
instantly) as they wait for nothing else.

Gentlemen,yo.ur compliance to this petition will very
much oblige your humble servant,

WILLIAM B. ALGER, Lieutenant.

To Captain Platt, or either of the members of Congress,
at Fishkill.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO GENJ;:RAL WASHINGTON..
Fort Montgomery, O~tober 1,1776.

MAY IT PLEASEYOURExm;LLENCY: Enclosed you have
a copy of a letter and a deposition sent to me by the Chair-
man of the Committee of New-Windsor. The prisoners
mentioned in the deposition an; both confined in the Guard
House at Fort Constitution, and their butter put in the
Commissary's store. I have ordered an exact account of
the quantity of butter taken to be sent to me.; but I have
not yet received it. I understand there is between fifty.
and sixty firkinsand pails. It appears that the said Con-
nor has a quantity of flour in Colone] Ellison's store, at
New-Windsor; but I have not heard how much. Their
conduct has been very suspicious ever since they came.into
the country, though the evidence given against Connor is
on]y what Montgomery informed the said Lightbody. If I
were convinced or had reason to believe that the butter,
&c., was intended for our army at King's Bridge, I wou]d
be very unwilling to stop it; though, in my opinion, it was
intended for our enemies. I intend to keep them and the
butter until I receive your Excellency's directions about the
matter.

Colonel Snider, who was appointed Colonel of the new
recruits to assist in fortifying and defending these posts,is
lately arrived here, with part of three companies, which
consist of about a hundred men, including officers. There
is part of two companies of the same regiment at Fort
Constitution, but I have no return of their number as yet.

We have not a sufficientl1umberof intrenching tools for
to carryon our work. I have applied to Congress for them,
but I am not yet supplied.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
JAMES CI,INTON, Brigadier-General.

To His Excellency General Washington, &c., at Head-
Quarters, King's Bridge.

In Committee for the Precin
.

~t of New-Windsor, 1
September 23, 1776. 5

SIR: Enclosed you have a copy of an affidavit taken
before this Committee this day, 011which the Committee
have determined to transmit to you the culprits, with their
property, in order to be disposed of as YOIlmay judge
proper. Mr. Connor alleges, in his favour, that he hath,
for some time past, sold necessaries to our army in New-
York, and that he intended what he now possessesshould
be disposed of in the same way. But as Mr. Connor pur-
chased the butter after be heard that our people had evacu-
ated the town, and the ships of war hath proceeded some
way up the North River, the Committee was of opinion
that he might design it for the enemy, as be confessed that
he did design to stay in town till the Regulars were on his
back.

It furtber a'ppeared to the Committee that Montgomery.
sold a quantity of butter to Connor after he had heard said
Connor make the declaration as recited in the above affi-
davit; by which the Committee are of opinion that Mont-
gomery is highlyculpable. .

Weare, sir, YOUI'most humble servants. By order of
the Committee: , B C'l. '..

SAM L REWESTER, ttazrman.

P. S. Since the Committee determined on the above,
they received information tbat Connor hath a quantity of
flour in Colonel Ellison's store, which they have not deter-
mined concerning at present.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Albany, October 1,1776.

DEAR SIR: Two Sachems of the Cayugas, who have
been with me on some business, expressed an inclination to
visit your Excellency, which I greedily embraced, as their
reports, when they return, will, ] hope, eradicate the various
accounts which prevail amongst the savages to our disad~
vantage. They go down under the care of Mr. Deane,
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the interpreter to' this department. I wish, if convenient,
that they might be shown as milch of our force as possible,
and to have some presents made tbem. They do not wish
to remain above a day or two w'ith you.

I am, dear sir, most respectfully, your Excellency's most
obedient, humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, October 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Yesterday I received a letter from General
Washington, enclosing a paper containing some informatian
respecting tbe strength and intentians of the enemy in
Canada' Copies .of both I now enclose.

It is prabitble that a blow is meditated on the commu-
. nication. The garrison at Port George is too weak to

encaunter a vigaraus attack, and as the fate .of the army
depends on the regularity of the supplies, you will please to
detach a battalian to its suppart, which may again join you.
in time, should General Arnold be unable ta keep tbe Lake.
A sufficiency of batteaus should for that purpase be kept at
Port George.

If it should be left to yau to appaint a General Officer to
command here, permit me to hint that St. Clair, I believe,
would be as agreeable as any, as you will not be able ta
spare Arnold. Whaever it is, my aid, if necessary, sha]) not
be wanting. I have not had a letter from Congress, in
answer ta any of mine, since July. I feel this slight very
sensibly, and have already and shall continue ta resent it.

I am informed that Congress has resolved an raising
e~hty-eight battalions during the war; to give twenty dol-
lars bounty, and a gratuity in land to officers and soldiers;
eight-ninetieths of a dallar is ta be aIJowed in lieu .of a ratian
to officers. How they have come to estimate it so low, I
know not.

Some m.ore cordage left this yesterday, and the remainder
is momently expected, and sball be forwarded without delay.

I am, dear General, very sincerely, your obedient, humble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Hon. General Gates.

ning of November. I have by an application ta General
Gates got .ordersta secure the arms of the dead and deserted,
which sball be my particular care. Had I received such
orders wben our regiment first marched far Canada, it would
have been a happy circumstance. This I request you will
please ta communicate' to such members of the State as it
may be proper tbis application should be made to, and at
the same time excuse any impropriety of applicatian, as at
present 1 am a stranger to yaur new Constitution.

I heartily congratulate you and our State an your late
appointment, convinced it will produce the good effects
intended, which shall be the constant wisbes of, sir, your
most obedient. humble servant, W D H' M. E AET.

To His Excellency Wtlliam Livingston, Governour of New-
Jersey.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, October 1, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I was surprised that tbe boat I had
despatched to the fleet had not returned; but the cause now
appeal'S. Sergeant ltlacolm had orders to take Messrs. Gil-
liland, Watson, and ltlacCawley prisoners, and to convey
them to Ticonderoga. This occasioned some delay. Gen-
eral Arnold doubt]ess will inform you the reasons that
induced him to make these orders. I thought that as Mr.
Gilliland's family and Mr. Watson's family were in our
power, there wauld ha.ve been no danger of either of the
men, had they inclined to act against us. Mr. Watson's
family is in great distress, his wife near lying in, very unwell
and made unhappy by his confinement, induces me to desire
that Watson should be permitted to return here to remove
his family as he proposes. There can, in my opinion, be
no great danger, let his .offencebe what it may.

General Arnold seems very uneasy that the galleys do
not come down, as he every moment expects the enemy.
Should be be attacked by a superiour force, he intimates
that he will be obliged to keep up a running fight till he
jains the galleys. Yau will doubtless use every expedition
to farward tbem. Same accident has, ( presume, retarded
the two. If the enemy mean to come at all, I should
apprehend it wiII be tbe next fair wind.

I am, hanoured sir, with the greatest respect, your most
humble servant, THos. HARTLEY.
To General Gates.

COLONEL DE HART TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTaN.

Tyconderoga, October 1, 1776.

SIR: I have taken the liberty to acquaint you of a mat- .

tel' so material1y interesting to the Pro\.ince of New-Jersey, GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES.

respecting our regiment, that it might be construed a neglect Valcour,October1, 1776.
.of my duty was I to omit it, which I trust will serve as an DEAR GENERAJ~: Last night the Trumbull galley arrived
apology for intruding on your time. When the Continental here, and Captain Warner delivered me your letter of the
Congress gave the order far raisillg the New-Jersey Regi- 26th ultimo. I was rejoiced ta hear she brought a rein-
ments, part of the cantract was, that the men should find forcement of seamen. I expected at least one hundred, but
their own arms. The mode of i~listing men armed, was was much surprised when Captain Warner informed he had
found impracticable, and the Province, as I apprehend, at IIOt one save bis own ship's company. I hope to be ex-
their own risk, provided them with arms, to be repaid by cused (after the requisitions so often made). if with five
stoppages arising from the men's pay at two dollars a month. hundred men, half naked, I should not be able to beat the
How far tbis mode will indemnify tbe publick, will at our enemy with seven thousand men, well clothed, and a naval
return be best knawn; this, however,I very much suspect, force, by the best accounts, near equal to ours. The
that a great number of very good arms will be lost to the Trumbull is a considerable addition to our fleet, but not half
Province. finished or rigged; her cannon are much tao small.

At the expiration of the soldiers' inlistment the arms are I wrote in July for cordage sufficient for eight galleys; I
tben their own property, and the distance of way, with then supposed that number would be built. I am surprised
many other reasons will, I fear, occasion the soldiers to dis- at their strange economy or infatuatian below. SavinO' and
pose of them, and our Eastern friends seem very desirous of negligence, I am afraid, will ruin us at last.

0

taking them off of the saldiers' bands at a very good price. Colonel Trumbull writes me a very imperfect account of
Should this happen, and our Province be deprived of six or the affairs at New- York. I am all impatience to hear the
seven hundred good Jersey arms, (the very best guns on the particulars, and know the event.
Continent,) I fear that our smal1, tbough wiUing, services to Enclosed is a list of sundry articles which I have sent
OUl'country will be more than counterbalanced by the lass. Lieutenant Calderwood ta bring down, if to be had. Great
If the Province look upon this circumstancein the lightI part of my seamen and marines are almost naked. The
do, and are desirous .of remedying it, I will contribute every weather has been very severe for some time. I dan't expect
thing in my power towards it. to be able to keep my station above a fmtnight longer.

If any persou here should be authorized to give the men We have continual gales of wind, and the duty very severe.
assurances that the stoppages that have been made on them I ordered tbe Captain of the Liberty to stay no IonO'er
for tbe arms, should be returned to them upon their being than to overbaul his vesseJ,which might bavebeen doneoin
delivered in New-Jersey, I imagine it would be in my power forty-eight hours. I beg you will be kind enough ta order
to persuade or Gompel tbem ta return them to New-Jersey him back immediately. If he brings materials his vessel
again, a thing, I am of opinion, much to be gesired by tbe may be done here in one day.
people of that Province. SlIch inteJligence ought to be sent This minute Sergeant Stiles is returned from a scout to
soon, as I expect we shall march for lVew-Jersey the begin- the Isle-aux-Noix, where he was sent this day week. En-
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clos!Jd is his examination, by which it appears the enemy
Rre exerting every nerve to augment their navy, doubtless
with a design to cross the Lake this fall or be an over-match
for us next spring.

Colonel Wigglesworth joins me in respectful compliments.
I am, dear General, your affectionate and obedient hum-

ble servant, B A.RNOLD.

To Hon. Major-General Gates.

Sergeant Stiles returned this morning from the Isle-aux-
Noix, where he was sent this day week. Says he left it
last night at sunset; that there appears upwards of two thou-
~and men on the island, in tents; that he saw a schoon!Jr
mounting twelve guns, two gondolas, completed, with three
guns in each and a square-sail, one gondola launched and
not completed, and two on the stocks, one of them just set
up; that a number of people were encamped at River la
Cole, where they have erected a battery of heavy'cannon.
He also saw many tents on Hospital Island, and on the
west shore between that and the Isle-aux-Noix; that he
passed Windmill-Pointin the night, and believes there was
four hundred Indians there; and that on the Bay opposite
he saw many lights and fires, and supposes the regular
troops were encamped there.

Valcour, October 1, 1776.

Mfimomndnm of Artides which hq,v.e.been repeatedly wrote
for, and wh:ich we are in the extremest want oJ,viz:

10 double-headed, 10 grape, and to chain shot, for each
of the following guns:

'.Nt). Lb.
1 18 10 shot each kind, - - 30
6 12 10 do. each, - 180

22 9 10 do. do. - - . - - - 600
8 6 10 do. do. - - - - - - 240

23 4 10 do. do. - - - - 690
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detachment here, and shall by every opportunity inform
your Honour as the work advances.

I am, sir, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
JOHN BARRETT, Superintendent.

To the Hon. General Gates.

JOSEPH HAWLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Northampton, October 1, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: Among my solicitous
meditations on the state of our armies, it occurs to me
that if an army of the United States should continue at
Ticonderoga the approaching winter, (as I 1I'l1St they
will, maugre aU the efforts of Britain,) several huodred
pair of snow-shoes will be needed for them. The army
cannot subsist without them. There are in my house, left
bere by accident, fifty-nine pair belonging to the States, in
good order, paid for last year. I have wrote to one or two
members of Congress suggesting the necessity of timely
provisi()n ()f sn()w-shoes for the N()rthern army. But men-
tiar] made of it by your Honour in a list or invoice of neces-
saries for the winter, will have far greater effect thim ~he
suggestion from me.

.Pray, sir, pardon my officiousness in this particular. My
only apology is the consideration of the infinitude of matters
which your Honour has to atteod to, indQced me to suppose
that possibly this article for the winter might not be thought
of so early as wOldd be most advantarreous.

I ;lm, sir, with the greate&t respect~ your most obedient
and most humble servaf\t, JOSEPH HAWI,EV.

To General Gates.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Lebanon, October 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Honourab]e E. Gerry, Esq., in his
letter of the 6th of Aug'Ust last, informed that upOli my de-
sire he applied to you to lend or sell a quantity of sulphur,
for the use of the powder-mills ill this State, apd that you
was willing to comply with the proposal, but supposed it
expedieQt for me to advise you what quantity would be
waPte.d, and whether we should choose to purchase or bor-
row it, that determination of the General Court mirrht be

Very had there~n. Weare still in want of that article, :'nd the
powder-mIlls here must stop if they cannot obtain it from
your State. I should esteem it a favour if you would spare
one ton at this time, and should choose to purchase it. It is
now likely that more will be wanted. I should be glad that

3 cables for do. the Assembly would, at the same time, make provision to
spare us more if needed; it will be very prejudicial to the
publick to have the powder-mills stopped.

The ton of sulphur now wanted please to deliver to Jede-
diah Elderkin arid Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Esq., or their
()rder, who.will pay for the same if had on purchase; other-
wise they will give their receipt to be returned if received
on I()an.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To the honourable Council of the State of Massachusetts.

300 lbs. musket ball.
AII the usele.ss()Id iron that will do for langrage.
200 Ibs. buckshot.
A sufficient quantity sJow-match for the fleet.

little ()IIhand, and that exceeding bad.
Port-fire.
12 horn and tin Ianthorns.
50 swivels with monkey tails.
3 anchors-I 50 Ibs., 200 lbs., 250 Ibs.
1 set caulking irons.

.

I piece osnabrigs.
.

2 dozen 6 and 7 inch single blocks, for gun-tackles.
6 lbs. twine and 2 dozen sail needles.
All the old junk that can be spared.
1000 tacks for spunges.
1 barrel pitch. 1 ditto tar.
300 stand grenados, filled,and f\lses.
100 lbs. 5 to 9 inch spikes.
I cask 20d. nails. I do ] Od. do.
I coil 5-inch rope for sprmgs.
1 do. 3' do. do.
I do. 2~ do. do.
I do. I~ do. do.
I coil small ratline. I do. spun yarn.
30 inch pine boards.
Rum, as much as you please.
Clothing for at least half the men in the fleet, who are

naked. .

100 seamen. (No land-lubbers.)
B. ARNOLD.

V&lcour, October 1, 1776,

COLONEL BARRETT TO GENERAL GATES.
. . n. .. ..

Rutland, on Otter Creek, OctQber 1, 1776.

SIR: I received a line from your H()nour yesterday by
the post of the 28th September. Would inform your
Honour that the l,mderworkof tbB bridge is raised and the
~tring.pieces all on but two, which frames the upper work,
IIIwhIch the pe?ple are at work aD, and making a road to
and from the bndge. I am, sir, pursuing j'om instructions
as vigorously as possible as is within my power with. the

Mr. Story, Mr. Berry, Mr. Noyes, a Committee to in-
quire into the state of the Magazines with respect to Sul-
phur, and report whether the application of Governour
Trumbull to this Court for one ton of that article can be
complied with.

NATHANIEL SUAW TO (>ENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-LQndpn, October 1, 1776.

Sm: The 29th ultimo I shipped by Captain Webster,
seventy-two tents which were sent me by Daniel Tilling-
hast, Esq., of Providence, and hope they will get safe to
hand. I now, by Captain Thomas King, send you nine
markees and ninety-seven common tents, which I hope will
alsQc()me safe. In caSe any of tbe British ships should
come down this way, I tbink we should have th.e eadie&t
notice of it, as we are daily shipping goods up the Sound
for the army.

I am, sir, y()ur very humble servant,
NATH'LSHAW,Jun.

T() His Excellency General Washington, Commander-in-
Chief of the American Army.
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New-London, October1, 1776.
Received on board the sloop Susannah, myself master,

nine markee tents and ninety-seven common tents, £I'om
Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., which I promise (the dangers of the
seas excepted) to deliver as far up the Sound, as the said
vessel can pl'Oceed with safety, and deliver to General Wash-
ington, or his OI'der, having signed two receipts of this
date. THm1As KING.

STEPHEN HOPKINS TO JOHN ADAlIIS.

Providence, October 1, 1776.

SIR: On my journey homeward, at a town called 'Mill-
stone, in SomersetCounty, in the Jerseys,I foundconfined
there a strange gl'Oup of about fourteen prisoners, four of
which belong to New-England, and had been taken at
different times by British cruisers, and carried to Halifax;
and having no other means to get home, shipped themselves
on board some transport vessels bound to New- York, where
they were to be discharged. Four more of them are Fre~h
subjects, taken in the same manner on this coast, and camed
also to Halifax, and were returning in like manner, in order
to get home. One of them is a boy of eleven years of age,
belonging to Halifax; the remainder British seamen. I
promised these prisoners that I would write to the Board of
War concerning them, in order to procure their release, or
at least the liberation of the New-England men and French-
men; and I wish you to use YOUI'influence for that purpose.

I remain your friend, STEP. HOPKINS.
To John Adams, Chairman to the Board of War.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO REV. SAMUEL HOPKINS.

Providence, October 1, 1776,

SIR: I received yours of the 20th September, yesterday, and
am very much obliged to you for your address and advice;
and as to your complaints of the morals of the people belong-
ing to the navy, I am now to let you know that I did not enter
into the navy as a divine, and that I am not qualified to act
nor give directions in that matter. The Congress whom I
serve made provision for a Chaplain to perform the neces-
sary duty, but to my mortification, I have not been able to
get a single man to act in that character, although I have
applied to many. If you know of any that has the good 01
mankind at heart sufficient to expose himself to necessary
danger of the service, should be glad you would send him,
who may depend, shall be treated with due respect. And
if none can be procured, I cannot but coudole with you the
depl'avity of the times.

I am, with great respect, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Rev. Samuel Hopkins, Pastor of the First Congre-
gational Church, at Newport.

JOHN AVERY TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

SIR: I am directed to acquaint the President of the hon-
ourable Congress of the sums ad vanced to the Sieur Girault
Chavalier and Sieur Coleaux, on account of the Congress,
which you'll perceive by the enclosed resolves that I have
now the honour to transnfit to you.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant, JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary~

To Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

EXTRACT OF A LETT"ER RECEIVED IN LONDON, DA.TED HALI-

FAX, NOVA-SCOTIA, OCTOBER 1, 1776.

On Sunday last we received advice from Liverpool, in
this Province, that some of the American privateers had
taken iu port Medway a brig belonging to Captain Hall;
a sloop, the property of MI'. Riclwrd Cunningham, of this
town, and several others; and also a ship, nearly loaded with
lumber, spars, &c., out of which they took the provisions,
sails, anchors, cables, &c., cut away all the rigging, and
after destroying part of the said ship left her. A schooner
loaded with cattle, roots, &c., was likewise taken coming
out of the harbour of Liverpool, bound to this port.

[The obvious object of these excursions, and others, some
on Kennebeck River, Bay of Fundy, &c.,in which the
New-England troops have been assisted by the New-Eng-

land privateers, has been to distress the garrison at Halifax.
They expect to be joined by a party in the Colony.]

MARYLA.NDCOU'NCILOF SAFETY TO COLONEL SlIIALLWOOD.
[No. 198.] Annapolis, October 2,1776,

SIR: \Ve are desirous of having a particular account of
the troops at present under your command, aswe~1 Regu-
lars as Militia, distinguishing those that are effective from
those that are sick, wounded, or prisoners; also a list of
those that have been killed. We have heretofore wrote
about sending us an inventory of arms and other stores be-
longing to this State, to which we ref~r, and repeat our
request that you would comply t.here.wlth. Weare sur-
prisedyou have never wrote us a hne sinceyou leftAnnap-
olis, and more especiafly since the battle on Long-Island.
Weare much pleased to hear the great. character the
}}[arylanders have acquired, and heartily wish you health
and success. Weare, &c.
To Colonel William Smallwood.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL HUGHES.

[No. 199,] Annapolis, October 2,1716.

SIR: In yours of the 22d ot September last y~u inform us.
that Colonel Hollingsworth would call OD us In a day or
two, and that by him we should have an opportunity of
sending the commissions and cash wrote for by you. We
had ourselves reason to expect that gentleman down, as we
had requested he would attend us on business of importance;
but we have been disappointed, as he has not appeared.
Your letter to the Convention of the 1st instant, informing
them of your not receiving any answer from this Board,and
applving to them, has been laid by them before us, al'ld we
are much surprised at the application, asattention was and
would have been paid to your letter, had Colonel Hollings-
~orth, agreeable to your expectatioD, come here.. As soon
as a safehand, with whom we could entrust the money,
made application from you, it has been immediately sent.

Mr. Hartshorne brings you up five hundred and seventy
pounds, for the purchase of arms, blankets, payment of
subsistence money, and remainder of bounty money, a sum
judged sufficient, bUt if it.should fall short a further sum. will
be sent you on transmitting the accounts of the expenditure
of the moneys already sent. Mr. Hartshorne has an order
for cartouch-boxes, haversacks, and canteens, at Baltimore,
and what tents may be ready there. If more are wanting,
and you can get them made with you, the cash will be fur-
nished on requisition. If you can buy materials for them
they can be made at Baltimore. Weare, &c.
To Colonel Hughes.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAF:ETY TO MESSRS. CIUVATIl AND
DUGAN.

[No. 200,] Annapolis, October 2; 1776'.
GENTLEMEN: If the schooner Ninety- Two is still un-

engaged we shall be glad to see you immediatelY on the
subject of charfering or purchasing her. Weare, &c;

To Messrs~ Cravath 0/Dugan.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE ASSEMBLIES OF TH'E

SOUTHERN STA'rES.

Philadelphia, October 2, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: The Congress being at present d~ply en-
gaged in matters of the utmost importance to the welfare ot
America, have JUGged it absolutely necessary that there
should be a full representation of the severs.1 States as soon
as possible. For this end, I am to request, in obedience to
their commands, you will immediately take proper measures
to comply with the enclosed resolves, in order that the
United States may be fully represented in Congress, and
the sentiments of America be more fully known upon those

interesting subjects that lie before them. I shall therefore
only once more request your compliance with this requisi-
tion of Congress; and have the honour to be, in great haste,
gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To t,heConvention of Maryland.
[Same to Ass-embry of' Virginia ;Conv'ention of' North-Carolina j

.

is-sembly of South-Carolina; Assembly of Georgia.]
.
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE

NORTHERN STATES.

Philadelphia, October 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The many and just complaints of the in-
sufficiency of the Surgeons and their Mates to discharge
their duty in a proper manner, have induced Congress to
pass the enclosed resolves, recommending it to the several
States to appoint some skilful examiners, without w!JOse
approbation no Surgeon or Surgeon's mate shall receive a
commission either in the army or navy.

The Congress being at present deeply enga
A
ged j~ ma~ters

of the utmost importance to the welfare of menca, lJave
judged it absolutely necessary that there should be a full
representation of the several States as soon as possible. For
this end I am to request, in obedience to their comman?s,
you will immediately take proper measures to comply wIth
the enclosed resolve, in order that the United States may
be fully represented in Congress, and the sentiments of
America be the better known upon those interesting sub-
jects that lie before them. I shall therefore only once more
request your compliance with this requisition of Congress;
and hav~ the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the honourable Assembly of New-Hampshire.
[Same to .~Iassachusetts-Bay; Rhode-Island; Connecticut; .Vew-York;

Ne w-Jersey. ]

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, October 2, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, Major Ross, calling on me previous to
his setting out for Head-QuarterS", I have only time to en-
close you sundry resolves, and to inform you that I shall
write you fu]]y by General MijJlin. In the interim, I have
the honour to be, with the greatest esteem and respect, sir,
your most humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To General Washington.

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO SILAS DEANE.

Philadelphia, October 2, 1776.

SIR: We have this day received from the honourable the
Congress of Delegates of the United States of America the
important papers which accompany this letter: being first a
treaty of commerce and alliance between the Court of
France and these States; second, instructions to their
Commissioners relati\'e to the said treaty; and lastly, a com-
mission whereby you will find that Doctor Franklin, the
Hon. Thomas Jefferson and yourself are appointed Com-
missioners lor negotiating the said treaty at the Court of
France. These papers speak for themselves, and need no
strictures or remarks from us, neither is it our business to
make any.

You will observe that in case of the absence or disability
of anyone or two of the Commissioners, the other has full
power to act. We therefore think it proper to inform you,
that Doctor Franklin and Mr. Jefferson will take passage
with all speed; but it is necessary that their appointment
on this business remain a profound secret; and we do not
choose even to trust this paper with their route. Suffice it
therefore that you expect them soon after this reaches your
hands, and if you don't see some evident advantage will
arise by communicating this commission to the French Min-
istry immediately, we give it as our opinion you had best
suspend it until the arrival of one or both these gentlemen,
because you will then benefit of each other's advice and
abilities, and we apprehend their arrival will give additional
importance to the embassy. But should you be of opinion
that delay will be in the least degree injurious to our country
or its cause, you must by all means use your own discretion
in this matter, wherein we are not authorized to instruct or
advise; we only offer you our thoughts on the subject.
Should you think proper to disclose this commission to the
Ministers of France, enjoin the strictest secrecy l"especting
the names or rather insist that it be not made known to any
persons but those whose offi~e and employments entitle
them to the communication, that any other are joined with
you in it, because if that circumstance reaches England
before their arrival it will evidently endanger their persons.

The Con!!fess have ordered the Secret Committee to
lodge ten thoOusand pounds sterling in France, subject to the
orders of the Commissioners, for their Sllpport, &c., and you
may depend that remittances will be made for that purpose
with all possible diligence. We can also in.form 'you that
you may expect instructions for forming treaties with other
nations; consequently you will cultivate a good understand-
in(Twith all the Foreign Ministers.

oWe have committed these important despatches to the
care of Mr. William Hodge, Jun., who we hope will in due
time have the pleasure to deliver them in person. He
knows nothincr more of their contents than that they are
important; and in case of capture, his orders are to sink them
in the sea. This young gentleman's character, family, and
alertness in the publick service, all entitle him to your notice.
He is also charged with some business £I'om the Secret
Committee, wherein your countenance and assistance may
be useful. You will no doubt extend it to him, and also
engage Mr. itlorris's exertions therein.

You will please to advance Mr. Hodge the value of one
hundred and fifty pounds sterling for his expenses, and trans-
mit us his receipt for the same.

We most fervently pray for a successful negotiation; and
are with the utmost attention and regard, dear sir, your
affectionate friends, and obedient, humble servants.

To Silas Deane, Esq.

P. S. Mr. Hodge has some instructions from the Secret
Committee; which he will lay before you, and if the nego-
tiation of Mon~. Hortalez respecting arms and ammunition
has been conducted with success it will be needless for Mr.
Hodge to make contracts for those articles. You will know
how that matter is, and direct Mr. Hodge accordingly, and
if you should think it of more consequence to send him
immediately back here with despatches, than to employ him
in the business that Committee have proposed, he will obey
your orders, and Mr. itlorris may do the other.

C.iESAR RODNEY TO THOMAS RODNEY.

Philadelphia, October 2,1776.

SIR: I received your letter yesterday about three o'clock in
the afternoon, by post. Lake, who set out from the creek'g
month on Monday morning arrived here yesterday aftern?on
about one o'clock; but did not call Of! me until the evenmg.
However, this could be no fault of his, unless it had pleased
God to ha ve endowed him more understanding, for I really
believe (as he says) that he had been hunting from the
minute he came, and could not find me or the house where
I lodged. If he had been lucky enough to have b1undered on
the house he would have found me, as I happened to be at
home all that afternoon. This turned out to be the case at
last; for stalking along the street he saw Monsieur standing
in my door, which relieved him. I shall sell the vessel as
soon, and as for as good a price, as possible. Mr. Read is
not yet come up. However, I shall set out for Kent on
Saturday or Sunday at farthest, whether he comes or not.
Yesterday I received a letter from Doctor Tilton. The
officers are in pretty good health, except Colonel Haslett,
who has been unwell with the flux for a considerable time
past, but getting better. One paragraph in the old man'g
letter is very full of-the great honour obtained by the Dela-
ware battalion, in the mail' at Long-Island, from the unpar-
alleled bra very they showed in view of all the Generals and
troops within the lines, who alternately praised and pitied
them. By General Howe's return of the prisoners to Con-
gress, Lieutenant Stewart and Lieutenant Harvey are both
alive and well.

GeneralitlijJlin came to town the day before yesterday.
He brought letters from General Washington informing
Congress that Mr. J7J;Ioylan,the Quartermaster-General, bad
resigned his commission, as unable to conduct the busi-
ness of so many tmops. That in consequence thereof, the
General says he had prevailed on GeneralitlijJlin to accept,
confident tbat there was not anotber man in the army who
could carryon the business upon tbe present large plan.
Under these circumstances, itlijJlin has with reluctance
accepted. General itlijftin says our army is numerous;
mending fast as to their sickness; in high spirits; well forti-
fied, and wish for nothing more than a general engagement.
There is seldom a day but some prize or some French
trading vessel comes into this port-some days two or three.
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I hope the children wiHiget better of their sickness soon,
and am glad Sally is better.

I am, with love to all, yours, &c., ClESARRODNEY.
To Thomas Rodney, Esq.

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FLOATING BATTERY.

All gentlemen, volunteers and others, who are free, able,
and willing to serve their country in this grand struggle for
liberty, yet may not choose to be far removed from a
parent, family, wife, or sweetheart, have now an opportunity
to show that laudable desire, and gratify their tender feelings
by entering on board the new Floating Battf'ry fitting out
under the command of Captain TVilliam Brown, for the
particular defence of the State of Pennsylvania, and will
never be stationed more than six or seven miles down
the river Delaware. Those who are thus inclined to serve
themselves, their country, and posterity, let them repair to
the rendezvous opened by said Brown, at John Stoops's,
at the sign of the Two Tuns, opposite the New Market,
where they shall be well entertained, have a month's pay
advance, and a dollar or a dollar's worth of drink, to drown
all their sorrows, and drive away care. Their pay and sub-
sistence will be fifty shillings per month, and that paid
monthly; ten pounds of beef, mutton, or pork, seven pounds
of bread, sixpence worth of \'egetables, and seven half
pints of rum, per week.

This battery is well constructed for defence, and for the
preservation and accommodation of her men. If any indus-
trious tradesmen, whose business is of a sedentary nature,
should incline to enter this service, he may here have his
house-rent, firing, victuals, and drink free, besides his pay
and a great deal of time, in which he may employ himself
for the emolument of his family (should he have one) or to
fill his pockets for his own amusement. This is encourage.
ment no other service on the Continent can give.

Philadelphia, October 2, 1776.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 4th; referred to the Board of War.]

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, Uctober 2, 1776.

SIR: I do myself the honour of transmitting to you the
enclosed letter .[of September Q4] from Lieutenant-Colonel
Livingston, with sundry copies of General De Lancey's
orders, which discover the measures the enemy are pursu-
ing on Long-Island for raising recruits and obtaining sup-
plies of provisions. In consequence of the intelligence they
contain, and authentick advices through other channels res-
pecting these matters, I have sent Brigadier-General George
Clinton to meet General Lincoln, wbo has got as far as
Fairfield, with part of the troops lately ordered by the
Massachusetts Assembly, to concert with him and others'
an expedition across the Sound with these. troops-three
companies under Colonel Livingston, and such further aid
as Governour Trumbull can afford, in order to prevent, if
possible, their effecting these important objects, and to assist
the inhabitants in the removal of their stock, grain, &c., or in
destroying them, that the enemy may not derive any advan-
tage or benefit from them. The recruiting scheme they are
prosecuting with uncommon industry; nor is it confined to
Lona--Island alone, having just now .received a letter from
the Committee of Westchester County, advising that there
are several companies of men in that and Dutchess County
preparing to go off and join the King's army. I have
given directions to our guard boats, and the sentinels at our
works at 1Jilount Washington, to keep a strict look-out, in
case they attempt to come down the North River. Also to
General Heath, at King's Bridge, that the utmost vigilance
may be observed by the regiments and troops stationed
above there, and down towards the East River, that they
may intercept them, should they take that route with a
view of crossing to Long-Island. I will use every precau-
tion in my power to prevent these parricides from accom-
plishing their designs, but I have but little hopes of success,
as it will be no difficult matter for them to procure a pas-
sage over some part or other of the Sound.

I have b~en applied to lately by Colonel Weedon, of
Virginia, for permission to recruit the deficiency of men in
his regiment out of the troops composing the Flying-Camp,
informing me, at the same time, that some of those from

"Uaryland had offered to engage. Colonel Hand, of the
Rifle battalion, made a similar application to-day. If the
inlistments could be made, they would have this good con-
sequence, the securing of so many in the service. How-
ever, as the measure might occasion some uneasiness in
their own corps, and be considered as a hardship by the
States to which they belong, and the means of their fur-
nishing more than the quota exacted from them in the gen-
eral arrangement, and would make it more difficult for them
to complete their own levies, I did not conceive myself at
liberty to authorize it without submitting the propriety of it
to the consideration of Congress, and obtaining their opinion
whether it should be allowed or not.

I have enclosed a list of warrants gmnted from the Qd to
the 30th ultimo inclusive, the only return of the sort that I
have been able to make since the resolution for that pur-
pose, owing to the unsettled state of our affairs, and my
ha ving sent my papers away. You will also receive sun-
dry letters, &c., from General Schuyler, which came under
cover to me, and which I have the honour of forwarding.

By a letter just received from the Committee of Safety
of the State of New-Hampshire, I find a thousand of their
Militia were about to march, on the Q4th ultimo, to rein-
force this army, in consequence of the requisition of Con-
gress. Previous to their march, General TVard writes me
he was obliged to furnish them with five hundred pounds of
powder, and one thousand pounds of musket ball, and I
have little reason to expect they are better provided with
other articles than they were with ammunition. In such
case they will only add to our present distress, which is
already far too great, and become disgusted with the ser-
vice, though the time they are engaged for is only till the
1st of December. This will injure their inlisting for a
longer term, if not wholly prevent it.

From three deserters who came from the Galatea man-
of~war, about five days ago, we are informed that several
transports had sailed, before they left her, for England, as it
was generally reported, in order to return with a supply of
provisions, of which they say there is a want. General
~Iercer in a letter informed me, that General Thompson
said he had heard they were going to dismiss about a hun-
dred ships from the service. I am also advised, by a letter
from Mr. Dirby, at Boston, of the 26th ultimo, that, the
day before, a transport snow had been taken and sent into
Piscataqua by a privateer, in her passage from New- York
to the T¥est-Indies. She sailed, with five more, under con-
voy of a man-of-war, in order to bring from thence the
troops that are there to join General Howe. They were
all victualled for four months. From this intelligence it
would seem as if they did not apprehend any thing to be
meditating against them by the Court of France.

October3d.-I have nothing in particular to communi-
cate respecting our situation, it being much the same as
when I wrote last. We had an alarm this morning, a little
before four o'clock, from some of our out-sentries, who
reportea that a large body of the enemy was advancing
towards our lines. This put us in motion. However, it
turned out entirely premature, 01'at least we saw nothing of
them.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of respect,
sir, your most obedient servant, G UTo. n ASHINGTON.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 1, 1776.
(Parole, Spotswood.) (Countersign,GGtes.)

The vicket duty being too severe on the few Brigadiers
who are now"here, after this day, the Brigadier-General of
the day is not expected to layout on picket. He will
attend on the parade, march off the guards, see them p"ro-
perly posted, visit them twice in the day, and at daybreak
in the morning. The Colonel, being the immediate com-
manding officer of the picket, will be very vigiJant to pre-
vent surprise; give immediate notice to tbe Brigadier of any
approach of the enemy, or other extraordinary occnrrences.

James ~McCormick, of Captain Farrington's Company,
Colonel Sargent's Regiment, having been tried and con-
victed by a Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Lasher was
President, of "desertion and mutiny," is ordered to suffer
death, on the eighth and fifth Articles of War. The Gen-
eral approves the sentence, and orders him to be hanged
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to-morrow, at e1even o'clock. The troops off duty are to
be paraded on the grand parade at that time.

Captain ]t[arony, late Provost-Marshal, having absented
from camp without leave, is suspended, and Thomas Bryan
appointed in his stead. He is to be obeyed and respected
accordingly. .

No officer is, on any pretence, to leave the camp without
permission, in writing, from the Commander-in-Chief, one
of the Major-Generals, through their respective Brigadiers,
or commanding officers.

The General also thinks it proper to acquaint the officers
and soldiers who have stayed and faithfully attended to
their duty, that he has wrote to the respective States, to
order back all officers and soldiers who have absented them-
selves with or without leave, and that he will take the most
effectual measureS for the purpose.

From the movements of the enemy, and other corrobo-
rating circumstances, to say nothing of the advanced season
and the necessity which must induce them to bring on a
decisive engagement, the General has abundant reason to
believe tbat an attack may be hourly expected. He ex-
horts every commanding officer, therefore, of corps to .pay
particular attelltioQ to the state of the arms and ammunition
of their men, that nothing may be amiss whenever we are
called upon, however sudden it may happen. At the same
time he once more recommends to every officer and soldier
the importance of the cause they are engaged in, and the
necessity there is of their behaving like men who are con-
tending for e\'ery thing that freemen should value. He
assures the whole that it is his fixed determination to defend
the posts we now hold to the last extremity; and nothing
but unparalleled cowardice can occasion the loss of them,
as we are superiour in number, and have a better cause to
contend in than the enemy have. He further declares that
any spirited behaviour in officers or soldiers shaU meet with
its reward, at the same time that misbehaviour and cow-
ardice shall find exemplal'y punishment.

Every Brigadier, or officer commanding a brigade, is
hereby enjoined and ordered to select some good officers
to be in the rear of their battalions; and these officers are
positively ordered to shoot any officer or soldier who shall
presume to quit his ranks or retreat, unless the retreat is
ordered by proper authority. And to prevent the confusion
which is occasioned by every person's undertaking to give
or carry orders, none are to be looked upon as valid that
are not delivered in the manner mentioned in the orders of
the 17th ultimo.

The Militia, if they have not already done it, are to get
completed with as much powder, ball, and cartridge-paper,
as will make twenty rounds of cartridges.

That no man, either officer or soldier, may plead igno-
rance of these orders, the Colonels or commanding officers
of corps are to take especial care that they be read to the
whole, as they will answer the contrary. The Adjutant-
General is to transmit copies thereof to MajoL'-Generals
Heath and GI'eene, that the whole army may be apprised
thereof, the General being determined to punish cowardice
the instant it happens, for the sake of example.

Major Colbourne is appointed to command the Rangers
lately under Colonel Knowlton. He is take orders from
General Putnam, to whom they are to make daily reports.

4fier-Ordcrs.-The following troops to parade at five
o'clock, on the grand parade, and there receive orders from
General Putnam:

Light Infantry of the Pennsylvania Battalions.
General Mijfiin's Brigade to furnish a Lieutenant-Col-

onel and three hundred men.
General Wadsworth's Brigade to furnish two hundred

men, to be commanded by Colonel Smiman.
GenerallJ'lcDougall's Brigade to furnish a Lieutenant-

Colonel and two hundred men.
General Fdlows's Brigade to furnish a Major and one

hundred and tift)' men.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 2, 1776.
(Parole, Hnrlfora.) (Countersign, Harlem.)

Jonathan Pollard, Esquire, is appointed Aid-de-Camp to
General Heath, and is to be obeyed and respected accord-
ingly.

It is with much concern the General is informed that
though the new Rules for the government of the Anny have

been out some time, they have not been generan)' read to
the soldiers. Surely gentlemen do not reflect what preju-
dice it is to the service to omit so material a point of duty.

It is once more repeated that every soldier is to be com-
pleted with ammunition to twenty-four rounds a man; and
it is the duty of officers to see that they have it. Some of
the troops who went out on the covering party, this morning,
had not their complement; nor had their officers examined
their arms and ammunition before they marched them on
the grand parade. This conduct, if not amended, will be
fatal to the army and the country. Where the cartridge-
boxes will not hold the full complement, application is to
be made for pouches, which may be had at the Commis-
sary's store.

Head,Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 2, 1776.
(Parole, IreZand.) (Countersign, FZorida.)

General Putnam win please to point out proper places,
for huts to sheller the picket guard, (in f!'Ontof our lines,)
and direct the officers who command these guards to see
that the men are employed, every day, at work thereon, till
they are completed; and this, for the sake of their own
health and convenience, it is hoped they win do as soon as
possible, as the weatheL'will soon grow too uncomfoL'table
to lay without shelter.

As the new articles for the government of the Army are
to take place on Monday next, it is expected that the 9fficers
will make their men acquainted with them as soon as possible,
that crimes may not pass unpunished on any pretence of
Ignorance.

The several Brigadiers are immediately to return a list to
Head-Quarters, of the Field Officers of their respective
Brigades, who are absent, and on what account; noting such
(if any) as have absented themselves without leave, or stayed
beyond their limited time. Colonels and commanding offi-
cers of Regiments are to do the same in their Regiments
repectively. This return to be made on Saturday, at twelve
o'clock. When the Brigadier is absent, the eldest officer
of the Brigade to make the return.

Captain Fitzgerald is appointed to act as Major to Col-
onel 1teedon's Regiment, till further orders, instead of the
brave Major Leitch, who is dead of his wounds.
. An exact return of the officers' names, "fit foL'duty," in

camp, and" unfit," is to be made separate from the general
return.

The Brigades which send their detachments first on the
parade are to take the right, as has been the usage for a long
time.

No officer is on any pretence to take off any soldier who
is employed either as wagoner, butcher, tallow-chandler,
or other business under the Qua(termaster-General, or Com-
missary-General, without first applying to the head of the
department; and in case of difficulty 01'difference on the
occasion, to apply to Head-Quarters, and in the mean time
the soldier to continue on the command.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 4, 1776.
(Parole, Holland.) (Couritersign, Boston.)

The shameful inattention in some of the camps to decency
and cleanliness, in providing neces5aries, and picking up
the offal and filth of the camp, having been faken notice of
before in general; after this time particular Regimen[s wiII
be pointed out by name when such practices prevail.

The Court-Martial whereof Colonel Magaw was Presi-
dent, is dissolved. The Brigade-Majors are immediately to
settle a new one, Colonel Weedon to preside.

As there are many officers in camp whose health will not
admit their going OJ]piquet, but can attend Court-Mattial,
the Brigade-Majors are to attend to this circumstance in
forming the Court, by which means the duty will be easier
to the whole.

GENE}tAL HEATH TO GENERAL SALTONSTALL.

King's Bridge, October 2, 1776.

DEAR SIR: If it be agreeable to you, I should think it
best that Colonel Ely's regiment should take post on the
hill on this side the bridge, near Williams's Tavern. My
reason for this is that a redoubt must be immediately thrown
up on that height, and two companies of that regiment have
for some months been employed in theconstructiol1 of works
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at New-London. Colonel S"mithwill march forward agree-
able to your orders, and you will please to order one of the
other regiments forward in the room of Colonel Ely's, to
take post on Harlem river.

.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,
To General Saltonstall.

W. HEATH.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL HEATH.

SrR: We mustdesireyouto exert your authorityto make
the witnesses attend in the affair of Scott and Weimer; they
keep thirteen officers from other duty, and will probably
escape, as by one means or other all such rascals do. The
Captain who suffered McCormick to escape, the General
orders to put under close arrest and tried immediately in
your division. I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,

Jos. REED, Adjutant-General.
To Major-General Heath.

GENERAL HEATH TO MAJOR BACKUS.
-. .. .

King's Bridge, October 2, 1776.

SIR: Information has just been received that several
cQmpanies are formed and forming in this State to join
General Howe's army, and it is probable will very soon, if
possible, get to Long-Island. Your guards and sentinels
are, therefore, to be very alert, and apprehend such ,ersons
as are stlspicious and cannot give a good account 0 them-
selves and their business. In addition to your sentinels let
patroles frequently patrole in the most likely places to dis-
cover them in their attempts to get over to the Island.

I am, sir, yours, &c., W. HEATH.
. .

To Major Backus.
P. S. You will immediately send one or two of your

Light-Horsemen to give the above notice to all the officers
commanding the guards between your own posts at West-
chester and the Sawpits, and in particular to Major Rogers
and. Captain Theyer. You may relieve the HOI'semen at
General Washington's as often as you may think proper:
with the like number now posted there. You will direct one
of them to inquire for General Sullivan, at New-Rochelle,
and deliver him the letter directed to him. W. H.

E.ZRA THOMPSON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Great Nipe Partners, October 2, 1776.

To THE HONOURABLE CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF

NEW-YORrc By reason of sickness in my family I have
not been able to attend constantly at the mines; but as Mr.
~McDonald appears an honest, industrious man, and one Mr.
Herrick, that I improved, was a man used to the business
and very faithful, therefore I think the business has gone on
very wel1. I was obliged to go to Mr. Livingston's Powder-
Mill, in order to get powder for the business, and then could
not get it without paying the money, at eight shillings per
pound. I got twenty pounds.

Mr. McDonald's report, as far as I can judge, may be
depended upon. He will give you particular account of
the cost and what the damage was apprized at, done to Mr.
Fish, the owner of the land where the mine is.

In great haste, I must beg leave to subscribe myself your
very hum.ble servant, E TZRA HOMPSON.

To the President of the New- York Convention.

EVER'!' BANCKER TO JOHN M. HOBART.
Fisbki)l, October 2, 1776.

DEAR SIJ'l: The Convention having determined to send
the Montgomerie, Captain Rogers commander, out on a
cruising voyage again, and appointed us to expedite the
same, and give instructions, and grant such supplies as may
be necessary there, and therefore to desire you will supply
Captain Rogers with as much rnoney as may be necessary
to fit out said privateer, out of the publick moneys you men-
tioned in your letters to Convention. If opportunity will
permit, should be glad you would inspect and see what is
necessary, and that prudence is used in the outfit.

Yours, &c., EVERT BANCKER,
ZEPHA. PLATT, Jun.,
W M. HARPER.To John M. Hobart, Esq.

EVERT BANCKER AND OTHERS TO THE ~EW-YORK J\IARINE
COMMITTEE.

Fishkill, October 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN : We, as a Committee being appointed by
Convention to give instructions to Captain Rogers to pro-
ceed on a cruising voyage with al\ possible expedition; but
as his men have some months wages due them, they are
unwilling to proceed on the same. This is, therefore, to
desire you'll please to pay them out of the sales oCthe prize
goods which has been by them taken.

Remain, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
EVERT BANCKER,
ZEPHA. PLATT, Jun.,
WILLIAM HARPER.

To Messrs. Jacobus Van Zandt, Judge Hallet, and others
of the Marine Committee.

Fishkill, October 2, 1776.

SIR: Whereas the arm sloop Montgomery, yourself com-
mander, now lying in Norwalk, New-England, and on
your application to the Convention of the State of New-
York, they came to a resolution On the 28th ultimo to con-
tinue said sloop in the same service, and we being a Com-
mittee to give such orders as we shall think p.roper, this
is, therefore, to order and direct that you proceed from hence
with all convenient speed to Norwalk and fit out said
armed sloop with provisions and other necessary articles.
which she shall want for a cruising voyage; and as soon as
victualed and well manned, to proceed fi'om thence to such
cruising ground as you may judge most proper to meet with
vessels belonging to the subjects of the King of Great
Britain, Ireland, &c., and meeting with such vessels to do
what is in your power to take the same as prizes; when
taken to send them to any of the most convenient harbours
belonging to the United States of this Continent, to be con-
signed into the hands of such person or persons as you, or
the Convention of this State may judge fit to act for our
mutual benefit, in order to have the same condemned,
agreeable to the resolves of the Contioental Congress.

On the arrival of any pri:;:;eor prizes in any harbour, you
are to order tbe Prizemaster or Agent to acquaint the
President of this Con vention or Legislature of New- York,
with all convenient speed, letting them know the contents
of the cargo, burthen of the vessel, from whence and where
bound. If the vessel or any of the prizes should have a
cargo of warlike stores, dry-goods, or cloth, linens, threads,
&c., it is the desire of Convention that the same be retained
for the use of this State.

In order to enable you to fit out the sloop ltlontgomery,
you are to apply to Mr. John Sloss Hobart for so much
cash as you shall want for the same.

We conclude with wishing you a prosperous voyage, and
remain your humble servants, E . BVERT ANCKER,

WILLIAM HARPER,

ZEPHA. PLATT, Jun.

To Captain William Rogers.

GENEIlAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Albany, October 2, 1776.

SIR: 1 am honoured. with your very obliging favour of
the 25th ultimo. I have not a wish to enter into any
measure that would prove prejudicial to my country, and
since you think the publication of my vindication would
militate against our common cause, I should not hesitate to
defer it if it was now ready for the press as long as I possi-
hly could, consistent with my honour. I cannot help saying
that the line of conduct which Congress has held with me,
will put it out of my power to continue in any publick office
where the appointment must come immediately from them;
for although my veneration for the representatives of a free
people cannot be exceeded by any member of the commu-
nity, yet I cannot patiently sit down, with insult added to
injustice, and must always resent it.

We have nothing new either from the northward or west-
ward; all seems quiet, and I hope will continue so.

I am, sir, with every friendly wish, and every grateful
sentiment, your most obedient humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., &c.
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GEKERAL GATES TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

Tyonderoga, October 2, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:I received your favour of the 28th,
yesterday, in the forenoon; and after dinner Messrs. Gilli-
land, Watson, and ~Iacauley, were brough,t here prisoners:
I found they had a free intercourse together at Crown Point,
so that no end could be answered by keeping them separate
here. I propose sending them to General Schuyler, with
the deposition of Sergeant Day and your letter. The Ser-
geant is by this time at Philadelphia; but Gilliland
designing to remain down the country during the war, there
wiII be no difficulty in bringing him to answer any accusa-
tion.

I am astonished at the folly and timidity of the fellow
who destroyed your letters. There was a packet from
General Schuyler, one from your family, (as I believe,) and
some other letters. A copy of mine I enclose you. It
contained little news; bUt in some- degree to make amends
for that, I send you an extract fi'om General Washington's
letter of the 20th ultimo, to General Schuyler.

(Extract, &c., " I removed my quarters," to the end of
the letter.)

This will be delivered to you by General Waterbury. As
I shall be happy to know that he has joined you, desire you
will despatch an express boat with the news. The Liberty
schooner sails to-molTow, by whom I shall send any further
accounts that may arrive from our Southern army. The
other row-galley will be here to night /i'om Skeen, and is in
such forwardness that I expect she will be ready to sail
from hence in a week. My best compliments to Colonel
"Wigglesworth. For further particulars must refer you to
General Waterbury. .

I am, dear General, your affectionate humble servant,
Ho. GATES.

To Brigadier-General Arnold.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBUI.L TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, October 2,1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the 26th ultimo, in which
you inform me of the discharge of the Militia under the
command of General Wolcott, who were much reduced by
desertions, &c. I flatter myself that those under General
Saltonstall seeing their errour and the dishonour they have
brought on the State to which they belonged, would have
manifested a different temper, but with most sensible pain
have heard that numbers of those have also deserted the
army. I hope and trust this State will in a proper manner.
discover their resentments against such vile and scandalous
behaviour, and that those who still remain will faithfully
abide and discharge their duty, till regularly dismissed.

Your request of a return of the names of the prisoners in
this State shall be complied with as soon as possible, and
have given orders to the several Committfi)es immediately to
furnish me therewith; those in the Counties of :Hartford
and "Windham will, when I receive your ExceIJency's direc-
tions, be sent by water down Connecticut river, and through
the Sound as far as Norwalk or Stamford; those in the
County of Litchfield must be sent down through the
County to one or both of those towns. Should be glad to be
informed whether such of the privates as are mechanicks, and
some others who have a strong inclination to abide and
remain in the County, must be forced and obliged to return
and be e;{changed, unless there should be a ddiciency to
redeem those of our people in the hands of the enemy; aud
whether it is expected that the charge and expense attend-
ing the keeping the prisoners be forwarded to your Excel-
lency with them.

I have received from the honourable Congress of the
United States their resolution of inlisting a new army of
eighty-eight battalions to serve during the present war, with
the bounty of money and land therein offered; that the
appointment of all officers and filling up vacancies (except
General officers) be left to the Governments of the several
States; the quota assigned this State, is eight battalions.

The appointment of suitable officers is a matter of the
greatest consequence to the States and armies; wish to have
such persons appointed as may serve with courage, good
conduct, and honour; and ask the favour of your Excellency
to take some suitable steps (consulting our General officers
if agreeable) and furnish me with intelligence of such in the

army who are willing to undertake, and fit /01' the service;
and give me your sentiments on the affair, that appointments
may properly be made. Shall request the same favour
from General Gates, at Tyconderoga, for the three battalions
in that quarter, where will probably be enough to make one
battalion or more. I shall meet the Assembly at New-
Haven, the 1] th instant, and your information as' soon as
convenient will be very acceptable.

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your ob~dient
humble servant, JONTH. TRUMBULL.

P. S. When the Field Officers are agreed upon, will
not they be able to point out the best Captains and Subal-
terns for the respective companies, in their respective regi-
ments, subject to your Excellency's correction.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, October 2d, 1776,

Present: His Honour the Governour, Elipht. Dyer, Jabez
Huntington, Richard Law, William Hillhouse, Nathaniel
Wales, Jun., Benjamin Huntington, and Jed'h Elderkin,
Esqrs.

Voted, That the Spy, commanded by Captain Niles, be
ordered an? di:ected to get ready with all possible despatch,
and to crUIse III tbe Sound between .Montauck-Point and
Stamford, in order to watch the movements of our enemies
and to give intelligence in the earliest and best manner fo;
the security of the navigation belonging to the United
States, and of the towns upon the Sound, and to annoy our
enemies, until further orders.

Vote~, To draw on the Pay Table for £] ,500, in favour
of Captain John Deshon, of New-London, to enable him
to provide for the troops there, and to his account. (Order
drawn October 'ld, 1176, and delivered Peter Christopers.)

Voted, That Sergeant John Spencer, of Captain Wells's
Company, in Colonel Wolcott's Regiment, and also seven
or eight seamen or marines of the same, be permitted to
inlist on board the ship Oliver Cromwell, and that others
may be inlisted in their stead in said regiment, if they can
be without premium.

Whereas the great cry and want of the necessary article
of Salt threatens to disturb the publick peace and safety of
the State, that it makes it absolutely necessary in order to
supply both the publick and private necessities of the people,
and that in the most private and speedy method:

Therefore, Voted and Resolved, That a suitable number
of Vessels be provided at the publick expense, to be sent
under convoy, in order to get a supply of that article; and
Captain John Deshon an agent to carry this resolve into
execution.

Instructions to Captain JOHN DESHON.

You are hereby instructed and ordered forthwith to im-
press.and cause to be appraised the schooner Hannah and
Elizabeth, which was taken by Captain Robert Niles, of
the armed schooner Spy, belonging to this State, and take
up and ha\r~ appraised five hundred tons more of vessels,
from about SIxty to about one hundred tons burthen which
are good for sailing and well found, and see them ~uitably
manned and supplied with provisions and suitable car';oes for
purchasing the salt, to go out at YOUl'discretion and direc-
tion as to their sailing and place of destination, they to be
guarded and protected by an armed vessel; for which end
yo~ are to advise the Governour and Council of Safety, for
theIr orders to such one as they shall see fit. You are to
do the whole with tbe greatest secrecy and despatch.

To. Captain JOHN DESHON, of NEW-LoNDON, Greeting:

. You are hereby authorized and empowered to take up or
Impress five hundred tons of vessels, from about sixty to one
about one hundred tons, good for sailing and well found, and
have them appraised by suitable persons under oath, for
publick service, for which this shall be your warrant.

Voted, That his Bonour the Governour be desired to
appoint such person "as he shall think proper to be master of
the Ship Oliver Cromwell; also any other officer that shall
be wanted. And also to j,ive orders for medicine on board
said shi p, as sliall be want~d.

Voted, That Doctor Samuel Lee, of JVindham, be and
he is hereby appointed Surgeon and Physician on board the
Ship Oliver Cromwell.
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WILLIAM AYLETT (DEPUTY COMMISSARY-GENERAL) TO JOHJ'I'
ADAMS.

Yirginia, Williamsburg, October 3,1776.

HONO~ABLE SIR: ~ have reason to believe I can get
the Contmental troops m the Commonwealth victualled at
seven-pence half-penny per ration. A Commissary who
has tw~ of the reg~ments ,has offered it. I therefore request
you to mform me ImmedIately whether I am to contract or
employ C~~mis:aries, as the time for engaging pork and
other provIsIons IS now at hand, and, if contracts :;Ire admit-
ted, they must be entered into immediately, or the terms
above me~tioned will ,not be ob~ained, as the present con-
tractors 'Y]II only lay In a sufficIency to bring about their
year, wInch ends the 1st of lYlarch next. If Commissaries
are to be employed, and the troops victualled on the Conti-
nental account and risk, I shall be glad to know for how
many troops I am to provide, or whether it will not be pru-
dent, as I Imagine beef and pork will be cheaper here than
to the northward, to lay in all that can be obtained on rea-
sonable terms, that we may have to spare to the Northern
Commissaries.

.
!

I m~st also request the favour of you, sir, to inform me
respectm~ t~e ,other matter co~tained in my representation
to the Vzrgzma Delegates, whICh was laid before Congress
and referred to your Board. The want of those regulations
respecting the rations, forage, &c., embarrasses me exceed-
ingly in my business, as the parties who are entitled to draw-
backs are perpetually teasing me to settle them. To some
I h~ve paid, th~ugh not so rpa.ny as they think themselves
en~ltled to, partlC.ularlythe Artillery officers,who claim four
ratIons for Captam and three for Lieutenants.

I will here beg leave again to repeat those others which
I have never yet been informed of, and which neither the
Commissary-General at New- York or the Secretary to Con-
~ress could .inform me of, and therefore suppose no regula-
tlO~ respectmg them has been agreed to, VIZ: the Deputy
AdJuta~t-General, Deputy Quartermaster-General, Deputy
CommIssary-General, Deputy Judge-Advocate, Mustermas-
ter-General of the Southern District, Regimental Suro'eons
and Mates. Though I have been obliged to settle

b

with
them, and allow them the same that are allowed to Sur-
geons and Mates of the Hospital; and whether I am as
Deputy Commissary-General, allowed a c]erk how m~ch
to allow him as to wages and rations; and whether I am not
allowed forage for my horses, and rations for my servants
who attend them, for the necessity of keeping horses, not
only to go upon duty here, but to attend at Philadelphia
to settle my accounts, is so obvious that I have no doubt but
a reasonable ~lIowance wil! be made, as well as for a clerk,
who I am oblIged to keep In my office at Head-Quarters in
my abs~nce, to settle the v.ariousaccounts for recruits, troops
on theIr march, &c. With such of the contractors who
may apply, it may be proper to observe, that if contracting
is adopted the contractors expect that when the camp moves,
or detachments sent out, they are to be found wauons for
transporting their provision.

Q

I inte~ded to have sent a copy of my accounts by this
opportumty, to show how the various sums of money that
have been paid me have been applied; but there are two
con,tractors whose accounts are not finally settled, but will

SILASD.&ANETO C. W. F. DUMAS. be Il1 a few days, and t~1eaccounts shall be immediately for-
Paris, October3,1776. warded

~
and at. such time ~s your Board will be pleased

DEAR SIR: Since my last, in which I mentioned the to appoll1t, I wlIl attend wIth my vouchers, to settle my

KinIT of Prussia, I have obtained a method of soundinIT accounts finally.
thatQ monarch's sentiments more direct]y tbrough anotl]e~ I !Jave hitherto been obliged to advance the contractors

channel, wh~ch, vo.l~ntarily offering; I have accepted, and con,slderable sums of ~oney to enable them to co.mply with

therefore waive wr1tmg on the subject for tbe present any th~Ir engagements, 'Yluch they have nearly rt<pald by their
thing, save that you may undoubtedly serve the United ratJo~ retu.ms. I WIsh to .k~ow whether 1 am justifiable in
States of America most essentially in this affair in a few so domg; Il1 s~or~, ~mless It ]S a]]owed there can be no con-

weeks from this. The attention to my business here, which tracts.' for no Il1dlVldual who engages in this business has a
is not merely political, but partly commercial, the critical suffiCIent sum of money of his own to answer the large

situation of affairs at this Court, and the anxious suspense engagements they are obliged to make.

for the events at New- York and Canada, have actually fixed I have the honour to be, respectfuIJy, sir, your most hum-

me here, and the having received no inte]]igence for some ble servant, WILLIAM AYLETT, D. C. G.

time past has well-nigh distracted me. I have, however, To the Hon.John Adams, Esq., President of the Board of
favourable prospects, and the most confirmed hopes of War, at Philadelphia.

.

FIFTH SERIES;- VOL.II. 54

Doctor Benjamin Dyer exhibited an account of sundry
Drugs, &c., by him supplied for the use of this State to
amount of £57 11s. IOd., which is allowed, and voted to
draw on the Pay Table for the same in his favour. (Order
drawn October 2d, 1776, d~livered Colonel Dyer.)

Jabez Huntington, Esq., exhibited two accounts of sun-
dries supplied and services done for the publick, amounting
to £ 171 6s. lO!d., which is allowed, and voted to draw on
the Pay Table for the S!lme. (Order drawn October 2d,
and delivered B. Huntington.)

Voted, To draw on the Pay Table for £300 in favour
of Doctor Jo.shuaElderkin, to enable him to purchase Cloth-
ing, &c., for the publick, and to be in account. (Order
drawn and delivered Colonel Elderkin, October 2d, 1776.)

Voted, To draw on the Pay Table for £300 in favour of
Mr. Andrew Huntington, to enable him to purchase Cloth-
ing, &c., for the publick, and to be in account. (Order
drawn October 2d, 1776, taken by Mr. Huntington.)

Benjamin Huntington, of Norwich, exhibited his accouot
of sundry services and expenses for this State, which is
allowed, being £25 8s. 7d, and voted to draw on the Pay
Table for the same. (Order drawn and taken by himself,
October 2d, 1776.)

Prosper Wetmore, Esq., Sheriff of New-London County,
exhibited an account of transporting one Bazeb Boudenot
from Norwich to Worcester, in the State of the Massachu,-
setts, Jimounting to £8 17s., which is allowed, and voted to
draw on the Pay Table for the same. (Order drawn Oc-
tober 2d, 1776, taken by B. Huntington.)..

.JOHN L. C. ROOME TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Norwich Gaol, October 2, 1776.

SIR: I must .request it as a particu]ar favour that I may
be indulged with the liberty of attending your Honour with
Mr. Samuel Loudon, either on my parole or with such per-
son as your Honour shall think proper, on particular business,
before youI' Honour and Council remove to New-Haven.

I am with the greatest respect, your Honour's most obe-
dient, humble servant, J L C ROHN . . OOME.
To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED
BOSTON, OCTOBER 2, 1776.

Yesterday a Frend ship with sixty-two guns arrived in
this barbour, from Toulon. She brought her guns in her
hold, by way of ballast, and was purchased by Mr. Silas
Deane; she was navigated to this place by Frenc/t seamen,
who, in a few days, will return home in a schooner ap-
pointed for that purpose.

Since this once flourishing city has been evacuated by his
Majesty's forces, commanded by General Howe, several ad-
ditional new works of strength have been raised, one in
particu!ar, a new battery near the entrance of the harbour,
which is mounted with twenty pieces of heavy cannon, and
is garrisoned by a number of experienced soldiers, and some
foreign engineers. The greatest ardour imaginable is still
using by several hundred troops arrived here from Cam-
bridge, and the inhabitants, to render, if possible, this place
impregnable, as the Congress expect Dext spring it will be
the seat of war.

effecting my views in Europe. I am too much enp'aITedto
say more in this, and will be more particular in myQn~xt.

I am, &c., SILASDEANE.
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO JOSEPH TRUMBULL.

Philadelphia, October 3, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed resolve demands, and I beg leave to
request you will pay the greatest attention to it, and exert
yourself to comply with it in the fullest manner in your
power.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
Jomf HANCOCK,President.

To Joseph Tr'ltmbull, Esq., Commissary-General.

.

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO WILLIAM
HODGE, JUN.

Philadelphia, October 3, 1776.

SIR: We deliver you herewith copies of the letters and
credentials you had from us when you sailed on your late
unfortunate voyage. the originals whereof we understand
you destroyed on being taken by the Orpheus man-of-war.
V\Te bave since that time taken other measures for procuring
arms and ammunition, which probably may have succeeded;
therefore we request you will lay those copies and this letter
beforeSilas Deane, Esq., at Paris, and followsuch advice
and directions as he may give respecting arms and ammuni-
tion; but with respect to the cutters we approve much of
that plan, and wish it to be executed, and even enlarged.
We therefore propose that you should consult with Mr.
Deane and Mr. Thomas .Morris on this subject, and if you
find it will be in your power to procure seamen and obtain
liberty to arm and fit out vessels in France, Spain, or Hol-
land, that you should, if possible, buy a frigate of twenty to
forty guns, have her completely fitted, armed and manned,
puiting in a gentleman of unexceptionable good character,
being also an able seaman, to command her, for which pur-
pose we give you herewith a blank commission, to be fiJled
up with his and the ship's name, which may be the Sur-
prise. The Captain and you may appoint the officers
necessary for this ship, giving to each a certificate showing
his station.

When this ship is completed you must give orders to the
Captain, signed by Mr. Deane, to cruise in the Channel
against the enemies of the United States of America,
making prize of all British property as tie can meet with.
He may send his prizes into such ports in France as may be
most convenient, and you will there demand protection for
them, or rather let Mr. Deane demand this, and also liberty
to make sale of such goods as he, Mr. ~Morris,and yourself,
may think best to sell there.

.
Direct the Captain to take

ant any dry goods he finds on board his prize into his own
ship, and when by this means he bas got a considerable
quantity on board, let him come away for this coast, and get
into the first place of safety he can in the United States of
America.

The Captain must, before he goes, give bond duly to
observe all the rules and regulations of ConO"ress;and here-
with we deliver you a blank bond, with;: book of those
rules and a list of the Continental agents. Any prize that
he sends into France you must send forward from thence to
some of these States, unless Mr. Deane, Mr. Morris, and
yourself agree it is more fOI' the publick good to sell in
France; and if you sell them there apply the net proceeds
to pay the debts you contract in this business.

Besides this ship, we approve also of the two cutters, as
mentioned in our former letters. You may arm, fit and man
them, and despatch them hither soon as possible, either with
arms, ammunition, or such other goods as Mr. Deane and
Mr. ],lorris may recommend or provide. We deliver you
commissions, &c., for these vessels also, and recommend to
you to be very-attentive to the choice of Captains. They
should all be good seamen, men of good chqracter and prin-
ciples, strongly attached to this country and its cause; and
prefer Americans, thus deservirig, to any other cOLIntry. If
such Americans are not to be found, seek for good men of
other countries that have been here or have conn ex ions
among us. We know that there are many such in Europe
that would be glad of the employ.

The ship must make but a short cruise in the Channel
and a short one will do the business, for she will daily meet
prizes; but if she is long there, they will ha ve men of war in
quest of her. We hope you'JI meet with some fine, fast-
sailing ship for this purpose, aQd be able to purchase and fit
her on reasonable terms. We shall desire Mr. Deane and

Mr. Morris to join you in the necessary assurances to those
you deal with of being faithfully reimbursed. We again
repeat that we shall make remittances in the produce of this
conntry for that purpose.

We will also make you a ptopel' compensation for your
trouhle and services hereafter, when they can be better as-
certained. Therefore, wishing you success, we remain, sir,
your humble servants.

To Mr. William Hodge, Jun.

P. S. It is absolutely necessary that you observe the
utmost secrecy in all this business, and make use of every
cloak or. cover you can think of to hide the real design.

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO WILLIAM

HODGE, JUN.

Philadelphia,-October 3,1776.

SIR: We commit to your care sundry despatches deliv-
ered you herewith, and you "are immediately to repair on
board the sloop Independence, John Young commander,
now waiting for you between this and Reedy Island. This
sloop will carry you and said despatches, with the utmost
expedition, to the Island of Alartinico, where you must
apply to William Bingham, Esq., delivering to him all the
letters and packages directed for him. This O"entlemanwill
assist in procuring you an immediate passage from thence
to some port in France, on board a French vessel. Choose
a good one if you have a choice, and a man-of-war or a
packet, in preference to a merchantman. The General of
Martinico wifl give you a letter to the commander of the
port you sail for, requesting him to grant you a passport,
and to expedite you immediately to Paris. On your arrival
there, you must find out Silas Deane, Esq., and Mr. Thomas
Morris, and deliver to each the letters and packages directed
for them.

If you arrive at Nantz, apply to Mr. John D(mitl
Schweighauser; at Bordeaux, to Messrs. Samuel and John
Hans Delap; at Havre-de-Grace, to Mr. Andrew Limozin,;
at Dunkirk, to Messrs. P. Stival 8.rSon, in the name of
Willing, hlorris, 8.r Co., to furnish you with the address of
Mr. Deane and Mr. hlorris, at Paris, as it wiJl be well
kno~n to them ~II, and. they will also renqer you any other
servICesyou may stand In need of. Should you go to Paris
without previously finding out the address of these gentJe-
men, apply to Messrs. , , bankers in Paris, who can
dirt'ct you to MI'. Deane. .

The letters and packets directed for him and Thomas
hlorris you are to consider as despatches of the utmost
importance. You must never suffer them to be out of your
possession one moment until you deliver them safe, with
untouched seals, to those two gentlemen, unless you should
unfortunately be taken, and in that case you must throw
them overboard, always keeping them ready slung with a
weight to sink them if that measure should be necessary,
and for your faithful discharge of this trust, you are answer-
able to your God, your country, and to us that ha ve reposed
this confidence in you.

We have desired Mr. Bingham to supply you with what
money you want at Martinico, and to transmit us your
receipts for the amount. . Mr. Deane will supply you with
any sum not exceeding one hundred and fiftypounds sterlinD'
in France. You will keep an account of your expense:
which will be paid by the Congress, who will also compen~
sate you generously hereafter for your time, trouble and
risk, in t~is voy~ge. Should. Mr. Deane think prop~r to
send you Immedlate]y back with despatches for us, you will
~o dou?t take charge of them and proceed according to his
mstrucl1ons.

You must cautiously avoid letting any person whatever
know what is your business, or that you have the least con-
nection with publick business.

We wish you a safe and successful voyaO"e, and are sir
your obedient, humble servants.

0
"

To Mr. William Hodge, Jun.

Philadelphia, October 3, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The bearer hereof, Mr. William lIodge,
Jun., is a young gentleman we esteem; he now goes for
France, via the West-Indies, and is uncertain at what port
he may land. H~ has business with Silas Deane, Esq.,
and Mr. T. Morns; we beg, therefore, you will furnish
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him with their address, and render him any other service he
may stand in need of. If he wants money for expenses,
please to advance it, and his draft on Mr, Deane will be
honoured. Your compliance will ob:ige, gentlemen, your
obedient, humble servants.
To Mr. John Daniel Schweif!.'hauser,at Nantz; Messrs.

Samuel Sr J. H. Delap, ~t Bordeaux; Mr. Andrew
Limozin, at Havre; Messrs. P. Steval Sr Son at
Dunkirk. .

MARINE COMMITTEE TO MESSRS. HEWES AND SMITH.

PhiJadeJphia, October 3, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You will receive this from Lieutenant
Thomas Albertson, commander of the schooner ~luskeeto,
now employed in the Continental service as an advice-boat.
She carries but few letters this voyage, but what there are
must be put in the post-office, and the same priee charged
for carriage as if they had gone from hence by land, which
you will please to see done. Mr. llewes having fitted this
schooner himself before he left this, you will take care to
receive the cargo, which consists altogether of Continental
stores, sent for the use of the Continental troops in your
State, and deli vel' the same to the proper officers, granting
Lieutenant Alberts.on a receipt for what he delivers, and
you'll please also to supply him with what money may be
absolutely necessary to defray the charges and expenses of
his vessel, but no more, taking his accountable receipts for
what you pay him, one of which you'll transmit by the
vessel.

We desire you to ship back by this vessel one hundred
barrels coal tar, two tons tallow in barrels, and twelve bar-
rels rosin, for the use of our navy. If the schooner will
carry more, put it on board; if not so much, you must leave
out a little of each. We beg you will despatch Mr. Albert-
son back immediately; don't allow him to stay on any
account. If he wants <l few men, pray assist him in getting
them, and your drafts on the Chairman of the Marine Com-

-mittee for the cost of the goods ordered and of the schooner's
disbursements, will be duly honoured.

Weare, sirs, your very humble servants.

To Messrs. Hewes Sr Smith.

P. S. You have enclosed a manifest of the cargo, and
Mr. Hewes must allow a handsome freight for his goods,
which you'll credit in the schooner's account.

GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 5th; referred to Mr. Lynch, MI". Ross, and Mr. Floyd,
who are directed to take into consideration the case of the Prisoners in
the Gaol of Philadelphia.]

Princeton, October 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The signers of the enclosed petition are part
of a number of prisoners who were sent to me while stationed
at Elizabethtown, as one of the Brigadier-Generals of this
State, by the Committee of Newark, to whom they were
sent by General Washington. That Committee not being
able to confine them in the gaol of Newark, which was
already filled with prisoners, desired me to confine them in
the gaol of Elizabethtown; but as that was in the same
condition, and the place was upon other accounts improper
to keep prisoners, I sent them to Somerset gaol, at JJ;lilston.
I believe they are in deplorable circumstances for want of
clothes, and especially clean linen. I wrote some time
since to General Washington for their baggage, which was
left at New- York, but from the multiplicity of business the
General has not been able to answer me, and probably their
baggage is lost. As they are Continental prisoners, I would
wish the Congress would be pleased to give such directions
concerning them as to their wisdom and humanity shall seem
fit, which this State will cheerfully order to be carried into
execution.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
WILL. LIVINGSTON.

To the Ron. John Hancock, Esq.

COLONEL GRAYSON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Q.uartel's, October 3, 1776.

commanded me to acquaint
be highly expedient that the

SIR: His Excellency has
you that he conceives it to

different officers in your division should be thoroughly and
perfectly acqu'ainted with the grounds between your several
posts and 111orrisseana, and the other points or landings
where you conceive there is any probability the enemy will
attempt an impression. In order to obtain this desirable
end, his Excellency thinks it will be advisable in you to
send a few officers every day, as the nature of duty will
admit to reconnoitre those grounds to the end that they
may be entirely acquainted with them.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
WILLM. GRAYSON,A. D. C.

To Major-Genera] Heath.

COLONEl. GRAYSON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Heights of Harlem, October 3, 1776.

SIR: His Excellency has desired me to inform you that
on looking over your letter of the 30th of September, he has
discovered a passage respecting Colonel Trumbull, which
he thinks has not yet been answered. He has no objec-'
!ion to Colonel Trumbull's inlisting the number of men out
of the Militia which you have mentioned; indeed he looks
upon it as a proper step. I have it further in command
from him, that he conceives it to be of the last importance
that you should be well acquainted with the grounds leading
from L'tIorrisiana. and other places where you suspect the
enemy may land to your several posts. I wrote you to-day
of the necessity there was that your several officers should
reconnoitre them also. It is the opinion of the General
that yon should form and digest proper dispositions for your
troops to take effect eventually on their landing at this or
that place, as the case may happen to be. He imagines it
wil! be too late after the enemy have actually landed, to
consider of and digest a proper disposition for your forces.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
WILLM. GRAYSON,A. D. C.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath.

His Excellency cannot imagine what has been the occa-
sion why the regiment ordered to the heights opposite to
this, are not yet arrived there; he desires you may forward
it with all possible despatch; they may be furnished with
tents from the Quartermaster here.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO EGBERT BENSON.

Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, October 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR: We bad an' alarm tbis morning at four
o'clock; we had our men instllntly under arms, but it turned
out a mistake of our patroles; who conceited they had seen
a large body of the enemy advancing to our lines.

By a letter from Mr. Derby, of Boston, we are informed
that one of our cruisers had taken and carried into Piscataqua
a transport, one of six that sailed from New- York the 1st
September, for tbe West-Indies, to bring from thence what
troops might be there. Does not this look as if General
Howe's army was not so strong as we have apprehended?
Or would he drain the Islands of their weak garrisons, con-
sidering how matters stand affected in the French Islands?
They have already insulted the British flag, by affording
an asylum to Captain Weeks in a Continental ship-of-war,
and refusing to give her up to the Pomona frigate.

Captain Cook is now up the river cutting timber for
chevaux-de-frise. As he is much wanted here to sink the
old vessels, the General begs that you would immediately
send him down. Weare at a stand for want of him; for, as
he has superintended the matter from the beginning, he best
knows the properest places to be obstructed. If the new
ships should be found necessary to our salvation, you need
not fear their being sacrificed; but our publick money goes
fast enough without nsing it wantonly.

I am sorry that your Convention do not think themselves
legally authorizeo to make examples of those villains they
have apprehended; if that is the case, the well-affected will
be hardly able to keep a watch upon ill. The General is
determined if he can bring some of them in his hands under
the denomination of spies, to execute them. General
Howe hanged a Captain of ours belonging to Knowlton's
Rangers, who went into New- York to make discoveries. I
don't see why we should not make retaliation.

I am, with much esteem, dear sir, your most obedient
servant, TENCH TILGHMAN.

.
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1:XTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HARLEM, DATED OCTOBER 3,
1776.

.

Yesterday morning eleven hundred men were ordered to
parade at day-light, to bring off the corn, hay, &Lc., which
lay on Harlem Plains, between the enemy and us. This
property has lain for a fortnight past unmolested, both sides
looking at ii, and laying claim to it until to-day, when it
was brought off by us. A covering party were within musket
shot of the enemy, but they made no other movements than
to man their lines; and three thousand of our meQ appear-
ing, the enemy struck their tents, expecting an attack. Our
fatigue party finished the business, and not a single shot
was fired. These plains would afford an excellent field
for a fight. I reaUy eXl)ected an action, but the enemy
declined it.

Opinions here are various with respect to the enemy's
designs. This is the best month in the year for fighting.
The enemy must be near twenty thousand effective, and
the taking of York is not a sufficient compensation for the
expense of so vast an armament as the British King has
sent out this year. Thence it is thought General Howe
will attempt to give us a defeat, at least to get complete
possession of the island and the adjoining heights. General
Washington has, in publick orders, asslll'ed the whole army,
he intends, at every hazard, to defend the ground tbe army
now occupies. The otber opinion is, that the enemy will
wait for the disbanding of our army, which takes place the
last of December, and then obtain a bloodless victory by
getting possession of our present works, as there may then
be nobody to defend them.

We have had five French officers come to camp this
week; they come from Old France, last from Philadelphia,
and are in Continental pay. Two of them are Engineers.
Three of them are very genteel men, and all come well
recommended.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL CHESTER.

King's Bridge, October 3, 1776.

As it is indispensably necessary that a disposition of the
troops should be made previous to action, the followin"
order is to be observed, in case the enemy should make a~
attack on this post, viz:

The adt'ance-guard, if possible, is to prevent the enemy
from landing, bu~ if t?is cannot be effected, they are to fight
on the retreat, dlsputmg every spot of ground which they
can to advantage, taking care to avoid being surrounded by
the enemy. Colonel Hand's battalion are immediately to
advance and attack thx enemy in front and right flank.
The piquets of the division are instantly to turn out and
form. Those of General Parsons's bri"ade bein" nearest to
the advance-guard, are to advance wi~hout del:~y. If one
of the Field Officers of the piquet should be in that bri"ade
he is to command them. If there should be no Field Office;
of the piquet there, the senior Captain of the piquet will
march them to support the guard; the other piquets
commanded by the Field Officers are to follow as fast as
possible. The whole to be under the Brigadier-General of
the day.

"The line is to form immediately, General Parsons's bri"ade
on the right, on the hill on which Colonel Prescott's ~egi-
ment encamped, leaving one hundred men to man the
redoubts, lines, ,&Lc. . General Clinton's brigade (except
Colonel Thomas s regIment, who are to take post in Fort
lndependence,and the lines on the east of the fort) to form
on the left of the line in the road to the east of the stone
bakehouse", formerly a church. General Scott's bri"ade
leaving one hundred men to man the lines on the hill :'0th~
right of their barracks, are to take post in tbe centre between
General Parsons's left and Clinton's riuht. Colonel Sar-
gent's brigade, with Colonel Brewer's ° artificers Co]onel
Chester's regiment, and the two established cOl;panies of
Colonel Ely's regiment, are to be a reserve, (except fifty
men of Colonel Sargent's regiment, who are to be left at
the redoubt of his own encampment,) and are to march at
the distance of one hundred paces in the rear of the line to
support such parts of the line as may stand in need of aid
or to follow such directions as may be given by tbe com~
manding officer of the division. A detachment of the
A;tillery, with one brass three-pounder, to march with each
bragade, as far as the ground will admit of it with safety.

Colonel Ely's regiment, (except the two before-mentioned
companies,) and Colonel Douglas's regiment to take post
at the redoubt and works, near Colonel Ely's encampment.
The Light-Horse to assemble in the road between Vallen-
tin<s tavern and Williams's, (except such as may be wanted
to nde express,) ten of whom, on the first alarm, will attend
on the Major-General for that purpose. Each regiment is
to have four good axe-men, who are to march with their
fire-locks slung, each carrying an axe. A stout able-bodied
man of a company is to be appointed, who with the camp
colour-men and musick, are to assist the wounded men.

Should the line advance into the wood and broken "round
upon comin~ up with the advance-guard and piqu~ts, th~
guard and pIquets are to pass through the intervals between
the battalions and halt, and form with the reserve. Co]onel
Hand's battalions will then form on the left of our line and
will endeavour if possible, to flank the enemy's right. 'Col-
onel ThroQP's and Colonel Smith's Militia are on the side
of Harlem river, to flank the enemy's left.

This order supposes that one attack only is made, and
that to the westward of the brook running down by Delancy's
Mills. But if two attacks are made, and one of them
should be to the eastward of that stream, Colonel Hand
will send one of his battalions that way for a skirmish with
the enemy through the broken ground, and General Clinton's
brigade will file off f6Jthe left to support them. The Militia
at Chester, lUarenneck, &Lc.,will march with all expedition
to attack the enemy in flank, on that side. In this case, one
of the troops of Light-Horse will repair to that quarter,
~rom. whom expresses are to be constantly riding to give
mtelhgence of the enem y's advancing or retreatinu and of
I

. b'
t leiI' numbers as nearly as can be ascertained, to tbe com-
manding ofEcer of the divison. Tbe best judgment of the
number of the enemy before they land, may be formed from
the. number of bo~ts, which all officers on the out-posts are
desired to ascertam as nearly as possible, and mention in
the express.

.

The foregoing disposition to be communicated to the
r;:i~l~ Officers an.d Captai~s of their several regiments in the-
dlvl~lon, by their. respectlv~ Brigade-Genera]s, by giving
c~ples to each regiment, or m such other way as they may
thmk proper. .W. HEATH, Major-General.

To Commandant Chester.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Montgomery, Octoher 3, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I received a letter from the Congress about
the last of November, or some time in December, 1775, with
an ?rder enc!osed to stop £27 I.Is. 2d., being expenses for
taklllg ~p thIrteen men of Captam Johnston's company and
my regnnent. .But as those me.n were chiefly discharged,
excep~ such as listed the second tll11e,I could not stop it out
of their wages, but as they were tried by a Court-Martial
a~d each .fined a month's pay, I stopped that /i'omthe Cap~
tam, and It was stopped out of their wages, which I intended
should answer the expenses of taking them up as soon as
he could get a settlement for his company. But it appears
by a certificate produced to me which Captain Johnston.
has, which he can show you, that the Paymaster has stopped
the same sum, notwithstanding I desired it mi"ht not be
stopped, as I had already stopped it and was °answerable
for it. However, Captain Johnston should not have that
sum twice stopped from him. Therefore, if it be agreeable
to. the Congress to ?rder ~e to pay back the money to Cap-
t~m Johnston, I will do It freely, as one of us must in jus-
tice return the money.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant,
JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

To the President of the Provincial Congress of the State of
.

New- York, Fishkill.

To 'Whom it may concern:

This may certify that Captain Robert Johnson has
allowed on settlemeIJt of his account, the sum of £34 13s.
4d., New York currency, for one month's waues of thirteen
rpen of his company who deserted and ret~rned to their
duty, which was forfeited by judgment of Court-Martial.

Witness: JOHN PIERCE, Jun., Assistant-Paymaster.
Albany, June 18th, 1776.
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Fort Constitution, June 27, 1776.

I do hereby certify that I have stopped in my hands one
month's pay of thirteen men in Captain Johnston's com-
pany, who deserted and was taken up, and sent back to
their regiment, and was forfeited by judgment of a Court-
Martial to pay the expense of taking them up, as may be
seen by an order from the New- York Provincial Congress,
dated November 4th, 1775, which expenses amounted to
£27 lis. 2d., and must not be stopped, nor any part, from
Captain Johnston, as I am answerable. .

JAMES CLINTON, Col. 2d New- York.

Albany, August 12,1776.

Mr. Turnbull cannot suffer this money to go out of his
bands, without the Gene!"!!'s orders.

WILLIAM M'KERMAN TO RICHARD PETERS.

Sopus, October 3, 1776.

SIR: I arrived here last night, after a great deal of fatigue
and trouble, and was fixed upon starting this morning to
Albany, with the wagons; but the Committee came to
me, and told me it was very dangerous to travel by land
without an enlargement of my guard to at least sixty or
seventy men, with which could not suppJy me, and their
reasons were, an express has arrived, ..hat the Indians are
breaking out on the frontiers, which has occasioned all the
people to fly in the town, many of whom I have seen.
Another reason of their stopping me was, that a sloop could
be hired, for eighteen or twenty pounds, to carry the whole,
and that it was by much the safest, and by a vast deal the
cheapest way. The arguments being so strong against me,
I was forced to give way, and am just going down to unload
the wagons, and discharge them.

Sir, from your humble servant,
WM. McKERMAN.

To Captain Peters, Secretary at War, Philadelphia.

\

~

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 9th; referred to Board of War.]

Albany, October 3,1776,

SIR: Colonel Nicholson delivered me tbe enclosed list,
which contains the rank and names of the officers of his
regiment, and begs commissions may be sent for them.

If Congress has not determined that I never should be
honoured with a line ti-omthem, I shall hope one acknow-
ledging the receipt of mine of this day. I have ordered
the express to wait one day for an answer, and then to
return. If I do not hear from Congress on the subject of
my former letter, before or by him, I shall esteem myself
perfectly disengaged from attending to the duties of those
offices which I have resigned.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. John Hancock.

Return of Officers of Colonel NICHOLSON'SRegiment.
Head-Q,uarters before Q,uebeck, April 15, 1776.

As it has been ~cessary to make some alteration in the
arrangements of the Captains and sub-officers in Colonel
Nidwlson's Regiment, the following is to take place:

John Nicholson, Esq., Colouel; Frederick TVeissenfels,
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel-appointed in the Third Regi-
ment Yorkers; John Visher, Esq., Major; John Brogdon,
Adjutant; Israel Evans, Chaplain; Joseph ~[irvin, Sur-
geon's Mate.

First. Company: Gershom Mott, Captain; Benjamin
Pelton, First Lieutenant, appointed in Third Regiment
Yorkers; Isaac Nichols, Second Lieutenant; Charles F.
Weissenfels, Ensign.

Second Company: Elisha Benedict, Captain; Digby
OdIum, First Lieutenant; Nathaniel Henry, Second Lieu-
tenant; Francis Shaw, Ensign.

Third Company: John Graham, Captain; John G. Lan-
mngh, First Lieutenant; Francis Brindley, Second Lieu-
tenant; Esia Holmes, Ensign.

Fourth Company: Robert Johnston, Captain; William
Martin, First Lieutenant; Thomas Nicholson, Second Lieu-
tenant; Peter Katan, Ensign.

Fifth Company: Ezekel Cooper, Captain; Timothy
Hughes, First Lieutenant; William Bellknap, Second Lieu-
tenant; Thomas Pennington, Ensign, a prisoner taken in
Canada.

Sixth Company: Benjamin Evans, Captain; Isaac Hub-
bell, First Lieutenant; Thomas Maclelan, Second Lieu-
tenant; Samuel Prebble, Ensign.

Seventh Company: Derick Hansen, Captain; William
Tapp, First Lieutenant, appointed i[}oFirst Regiment York-
ers; Isaac Guion, Second Lieutenant; William Blac7cney,
Ensign.

.

.
Eighth Company: John Copp, Captain; John Brogdon,

First Lieutenant; William Colbreath, SecofId Lieutenant;
Thomas Logan, Ensign.

Approved by General Wooster, Commander-in-Chief of
the Continental forces before Quebeck, as taken from Brig;..
ade-Major Blagdon's Orderly Book, by my order.

FREDERICKV. WEfSSENFELS,Lieut. Col.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS..

[Read October 9th; referred to Board of War,]

. Albany,October3, 1776~
SIR: I have this moment receiveda letter fromGeneral

Gates, enclosing a copy of one from General Arnold.
Copies of both I do myself the honour to enclose.

I have, in a former letter, already remarked the situatioo
we are in respecting nails.

As active an assistant Deputy Quartermaster-General as
I could procure superintends the business at ChesMre's. I
shall immediately inquire of him what is become of the.
boards. I believe he sends them down as fast as they are
sawed.

General Gates gives the reason why the road to CheshireYs
is not completed. The Assistant Quartermaster has also
complained; but I have no other troops to send, as there
are none here that can be spared from the necessary guards,
and the Canadians whom I had employed on the roads, left
them, and will not do any kind of duty.

The cables are by this time arrived at Ticonderoga.
They were made at Poughkeepsie, and with despatch, and
forwarded without a moment's delay.

If I move Dayton's regiment from Fort Stanwix, it must
be replaced by Elmore's and Nicholson's, and the Mohawk
river left exposed to the incursions of the enemy. I wish
it was certain that no attempt would be made by the enemy
in that quarter. Whether a removal of these troops would
be prudent, Congress will be able to judge from the enclosed
copy of a letter from Colonel Dayton, and fi'om the infor-
mation given by one of the prisoners from Canada; and
the Cayugas have even brought away our blacksmith.

The prices of the shirts and clothing sent from here I
will order to be immediately transmitted to General Gates.
I mentioned the extravagant price that had been paid for
all these articles, in some of my former letters, and begged
an abatement, in behalf of the soldiers, in a former letter to
Congress. The soldiers will be ruined by the high price of
the clothing.

No carpenters are to be procured here. The far greater
part of the gl'eat numbers I sent up in the course of the
campaign, have sickened and returned home.

On the subject of increasing our navy on Lq7ce Cham-
plain, I have already wrote to Congress.

The barracks ordered by the resolution of Congress of
the 14th u!timo, ",ill be built as soon as nails are sent up.
Perhaps it might have been proper to have determined for
what number of troops barracks should be erected.

Lieutenant-Colonel Buel came down to settle his busi~
ness. As the Commissioners were not ready, I gave him
leave to go to his lamily for a few days. He made no stay,
and is already gone up. I never heard such a disadvan-
tageous report as General Gates mentions to prevail of him.
I must do him the justice to declare that it was with much
entreaty that I could prevail upon him to be employed in
the civil line, and that he frequently pressed me for leave to
join his n~giment, before I could find a proper person to
relieve him at Fort George. -

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem,your most obe-
dient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Hon. John Hancock.



859 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 860

Fort Schuyler, September 22, 1776.

DEA~ GENEItAL: Since I had the honour of writing to
you last, I have caused Thomas ltlayres's conduct as a
Tory to be examined into by a Court of Inquiry. The wit-
ness they collected I have enclosed. I looked upon it to
be sufficient to order ltlaryes from this place; accordingly
I sent him under guard to Colonel Elmore, requesting he
would forward him to the Chairman of Tryon County Com-
mittee. .

I have also sent down one Armstrong at the same time,
who had repeatedly disobeyed my orders, by selling rum to
the Indians and my men. The Indians he has frequently
made drunk, and from one he took a gun for a gallon of
rum. .Yesterday the chiefs and warriours from Kanonwaro-
hare, Hanajhsomge, Onoghquage, amounting to forty, came
here in order to establish with me some sure method of
speedily conveying intelligence to each Qther, and show
their disapprobation of their men going on scouts with ours;
but they very readily agreed that their men should go alone
for that purpose.

In the evening, two runners came from the Castle with
the wat'-whoop, who brought, as they said, certain intelli-
gence of Sir John Johnson's arrival at Oswego, on Tfiurs-
day last, with a large force, They say the person" who
brought the news to Onondaga stayed at Oswego until a
number of soldiers were landed, and the cannon fired from
the vessels, and then run immediately off with the news.
The White Skin, chief of the Oneidas, insisted on my giving
this inteHigence immediate]y, and not looking up~n it to
be false, as the last accounts proved. He gave It me as
his opinion that parties would soon be along the Mohawk

. river, and cut off all communication with our friends be-
low. Messengers and parties from Oneida are frequently
coming in, who undoubtedly expect we should find them
provision. As I have not had particular directions on that
head, should be glad to know the General's pleasure.

24th. This day Sconado came here from the Oneida
Castle, and informs us that the vessel which was seen at
Oswego several days ago, fired her guns there, went imme-
diately off, and that she had not any soldiers on board of
her. I now send Lieutenant Gifford and Ensign Thomas
and two soldiers to Albany, to be examined respecting the
embezzlement at Johnson Hall.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
ELIAS DAYTON.

To General Schuyler.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, October 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your favour of the 30th ultimo came to hand
at ten this morning. The shingle nails made here are sent
off as fast as they can be procured. I imagined that the
boards, which. are sawed at Cheshire's, were regularly sent
to Skenesborough to be used there, or if not wanted" for-
warded to you. Captain Varick goes up to-morrowan a
visit to Tyonde1'Oga, and will take that route.

It is really astonishing that no further advances should be
made in the road to CheslLire's, but you have given the
reason in your letter, and we have no men to s.end; part of
the Yorkers are upon the road between thiS and Fort
Edward, and the Canadians will not do any duty of any
kind. The cables, I hope, are arrived before this, and all
the last requisition of cordage is gone or going to-day.

I have directed Taylor and Renssalaer to transmit you
the accounts. I was in hopes Congress would have ordered
an abatement on the first coil, as the price is so ex.trava-
gantly high; but I have not been able to obtain an answer
to my request for that purpose.

Whenever the powder or any other military stores come
to hand, they shall be forwarded without delay. I have
sent an express to Congress with copies of you!' and Gene-
ral Arnold's letters. No carpenters are to be had here.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bue! came down to settle his accounts.
The Commissioners were not ready, and he had my leave
of absence for a few days. He is already returned and
gone up. I cannot account for the declaration you mention
to be made by him. It was with reluctance that he under-
took to be an Assistant Deputy Quartermaster-General, and
he has repeatedly entreated me for leave to join his regi-
ment, before I could find a person to supply his place.

I cannot think of moving Colonel Dayton's corps -from
Fort Stanwix. If I had any troops to spare, I would
strengthen that quarter, as all my intelligence agrees that
some blow is meditated. The Cayugas have already brought
away our blacksmith, and the Oneida Indians, our friends,
are collecting together for their better protection.

As it will be necessary for Colonel Lewis to go to Che-
shire's, to see how things are carrying on there in his
department, I wish him to prosecute his journey to this
place, that I may give him directions which I trust he will
find of service to him in conducting his business, of which
he will have plenty as soon as I quit the command; forthen
the whole of your supplies must depend upon him and Mr.
Avery.

I suppose in a few days I shall.become a private citizen.
You will, however, at all times command my best efforts.
Adieu.

I am, dear General, YOUI'most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. General Gates.

COLONEL CORTLANDT To GENERAL GATES.

Skeensborough, October 3, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:I have at present a slow intermitting
fever and jaundice, occasioned by my want of exercise, (I
believe,) riding, and 'change of air, which I formedy much
accustomed myself to. And as the hurry of business is at
present over at this place, I shall esteem it a great favour,
if I may be permitted to take a tour down as far as Sara-
toga or Albany, which will take me about six or seven
days. I may also have an opportunity to find Ollt the state
of the remainder of Colonel Wynkoop's regiment, and per-
haps purchase some clothes or blankets for my men.

Colonel Wynkoop, I fear, wiJl not join us in some time, as
the last accounts I had from him were unfavourablEi.

I may perhaps find it necessary to pay the Colonel a visit,
which will take me three days extraordinary. Should it be
agreeable to the General, Colonel Trumbull will inform me,
which will oblige, most sincerely, your obedient, humble
servant, PH. CORTLANDT.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL ARNOLD.
Tyonderoga, October 3, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Last night I received your letter of the
1st instant by Lieutenant Calderwood. Captain Hawley
carried with him all the seamen that were to be had here
when he went from hence. Those who have been procured
since, sailed yesterday in the two row-galleys under General
Waterbury's command, to which were added one hundred
and ten men, officers included. Besides the number you
determined upon, for the full complement of each row-gal-
ley, not one of the two hundred seamen promised from
New- York has yet arrived here. I now give up the hopes
of seeing them for this year.

As to the equipment of the Trumbull, I am not answer-
able for any deficiency. General Waterbury, who had the
entire management of rigging and arming the galleys, will
satisfy all your questions upon that head. I know not how
much cordage Yol] wrote for in July, or whether it is yet
half arrived; but this I know, that General Waterbury
assured me there was not more than half the quantity neces-
sary, and we shall have much to do to furnish the galley
which came last night from Skeenesborough. Not a cable
yet arrived from Albany, and those here too bad for use.
Captain Dow, who perfectly understands fitting of vessels,
has my orders to assist Captain in getting his galley
equipped with the utmost possible expedition. I am told
she will sail in a week, being much better fitted when she
left SkeenesborouglL, than those who came before her from
thence. Colonel Trumbull and Mr. Conductor Lane,
assure me they have put every article that you demanded
in your last letter, on board the Liberty schooner, except
what is not to be had here; where it is not to be had, you
and the princes of the earth must go unfumished. As to
any unnecessary delays made by the Captain of the Lib-
erty, I refer you to General Waterbury. I am told the man
w~s diligent, and that the vessels wanted more caulking than
you sllspected.

All the clothing we have goes in the Liberty schooner,
to be delivered to your order.
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I have represented to General Schuyler and to Congress,
the absolute ntJcessity of taking immediate measures to aug-
ment our fleet upon this Lake. I suppose so important a
business will not be deferred or delayed.

I take it for granted you will consult with General Water-
bury and Colonel Wigglesworth, and with them determine
when it is proper season to retire up the Lake. I am con-
fident your and their zeal for the publick service will not
suffer you to return one moment sooner than in prudence
and good conduct you ought to do it. Perhaps some station
nearer Crown-Point may, about the time you mention, be
proper to be taken; but this must be submitted to your.
better judgment in maritime affairs.

The Commissary sent, in the galleys which sailed yester-
day, fourteen barrels of rum. Six more go now in the Lib-
erty; a quantity of fresh beef and other, &c., &c., went by
the same conveyance, which Mr. Yancey acquainted you
with particularly by letter. If you think proper to keep
the Lee gondora, or any other, to go between Ty and the
fleet, we can be able to send you supplies in as ample a
manner as Ty will afford.

I have read and noticed Sergeant Stiles's examination.
By the enemy's building a battery for heavy cannon at
river La Cole, I am inelined to suspect they are rather. acting upon the defensive; but until the middle of the next
month arrives, I shall not entirely give JIP the probability of
seeing them this year.

Colonel Trumbull gave you the best account in his power
of the transactions in the neighbourbood of New- York, as I
have constantly done, and as I shall continue to do. There-
fore, be satisfied, when you do not hear all you wish, it is
because all you wish is not come to my knowledge. There
is 119ta syllable of news, good or bad, since I wrote you'
yesterday. My affectionate compliments to General Wa-
terbury and Colonel Wigglesworth, and believe me, dear
General, your affectionate, humble servant,

Ho. GATES.
To General Arnold.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

Lebanon, October 3, 1776.

SIR: I wrote you day before yesterday on the plan for
Naval operations, with an eye to what we had conrersed
upon, in relation to the same then mentioned. Last night
received General Washington's letter, and one from Gene-
ral Lincoln. Have conversed freely with our mutual good
friend, Thaddeus Burr, Esq., and desired him to communi-
cate any of my thoughts more fully than I have time by
writing. Am putting every thing forward in the best man-
ner. Please to promote the forwarding the whale-boats,
and give me intelligence as you see fit.

Sir, your obedient, humble servant,
JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

To Commodore Hopkins.

PHILIP SKENE TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-Haven, October 3,1776.

SIR: I was honoured with your letter on Sunday, the
30th of September, before my matters were regulated for a
march. I missed the opportunity of acknowledging the
receipt of it, and that I am, sir, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant, PHILIP SKENE.
To Governour Trumbull.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, October 3, 1776.

'" SIR: Several persons who were employed to purchase
arms for the Continent, and received money for that pur-
pose, have applied to me to sett]e their accounts, but, as I
was not possessed of the receipts which they gave for the
money they received, I could not settle with them.

If your Excellency inclines that I should settle those
accounts, you will be pleased to forward copies of those
receipts which are necessary for that purpose.

I am your Excellency's obedient, bumble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

To General Washington.

~Memorandum of Moneys paid to purchase Arms.
1776.

January 30.
February 1.

15.

Colonel Hutchinson. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . . .. $ 200
do. do ... 300

Colonel James Barrett.. . . .. . . . . .$1000
.I1mos Singletary 13331-3
John Hovey, Esq 200
Joshuct Hctthaway, Esq . ... ... 1000
Dmm:mer Jewett, Esq.. . . .. . . . .. 1000
Noah Goodman. . . . . .. . . . . .. . ... 1300
Captain .I1bner Ellis. . . . . .. . . . .. 1000
Colonel Edward Mitchell. . . .. .'.. 1000

7,833 1-3
800
302 18-72
400
383 1-6
300
632

16. Major Putnam...........................
19. ColonelPaterson.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . .
20. do. do............................
22. Colonel James Reed. . . . .

"
. . . . .. . . ... . . . . .

23. Colonel Stctrks. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . ... . . . . .
13. Messrs. Cranson, Caldwell, and Ellis.. . . . . .

27. Colonel Wyllys... . .. . . .. . . ," . .. $500
Colonel Little.. . . . . .. . . .. . . . ... 500
Colonel Paterson. . . .. . . .. . . . ... 500

Lieul. Col. Poor, for Col. Starks. 500

$11,15054-72

28.
Nareh 1.

2,000
ColonelPhinney . .

"
. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . 500

Major Knowlton... . . .. . . . . .. . .. $500
ColonelWillys 10496-72
Colonel Varnum 500

2,049 6-72
2. Colonel Sargent. . . . . .. . . .. . . .

"
500

ColonelBond. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . 500
1,000

4. Colonel Parsons.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . 500-
6. Colonel Hitchcock.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 500

9. Colonel Poor.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 500

1~. Lieutenant-Colonel Seth Reid. . . . . .. . . .. . . . 400
13. Colonel Huntington. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . 500

14. Colonel GI.eaton 500
Colonel Nixon. 1611-6

do. do... .. ... ... 75968-72
Major Crane 5881-2
Colonel Webb 500

2,50944-72
15. ColonelBailey. .. .. . . .. . . .. 8265-8

ColonelBond 471-6
87357-72

16. ColonelPrescott................
20. Co\onelBaldwin...............
20. ColonelGlover.. . . . .. . . .. . . . . ..
22. J\Iajor Ezra Putnam............
23. ColonelBailey.. . . . .. . . .. . . . .

"

49122-72
66238-72
500
51

289 5-6
1,994 2-3

29. Lieutenant Nason.. . .. . . .. . . . . . 98 2-3
Lieutenant-Colonel Putnam. . 4972-3
Colonel Bctldwin. . . .. . . . . .. . 400
Colonel Wa>.d 400
Colonel Glover.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. 1000

19. ColonelRectd 33966-72. .
2,736 18-72

.llprU 1. Captain Bacon.. . . . .
"

. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . 150 5-6

3. Colonel Ebenezer Lem'ned.. . . . . ... . : . . .. . . . 439

$27,80371-72

Drawn out and transmitted to Colonel Warren.

1776.
Ncty 16. Colonel Daniel Hitchcock. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . $750
June 15. Colonel James .'tIitchell Varnum. . . . . U . . . .. 1,000

~Iemorandum of sundry payments for Arms, viz: stopped
from the Reg. old Establishment.

1776.
January 2. 31st Regiment, Phinney's .$130334-36

1st do., Lieul. Col. B,icket's... . 863 5-6
10th do., Major Wood's 94 1-3.

-- $2,2626-72
4. 27th do., Colonel Bridges's 4487-18
7. 30th do., Colonel SCammons's 4721-6
8. 36th do., Colonel Greaton's ... . 7111-2

28th do., Colonel Sargent's ... 538
16. 38th do., Colonel Baldwin's 1994-9

25th do., Woodblidge's, paid Captain Pearl.. 39 1-2
20. 38th do., Baldwin's.. .. 2416-72
22. 5th do., Nixon's ; 711 4-9

12. 26th do., Paterson's .. .$1017 1-3
February 1. 3d do., James Reed's 39420-72

5. 11th do., Poor's $35526-72
14th do., Ilitchcock's. . . . . .. . . ... 1882 2-3

5,62344-72

1,411 44.72

2,2382-12
6. 15th do., Church's $6221-2

13. 39th do., Webb's 224821-72
2,87057-72

21. 34th do., Major Knowlton's 2,5171-2
23. 37th do., Colonel Bond's 1,4545-6
24. 29th do., Colonel Huntington's. ..$1572

13th do., Colonel Parsons's .. 266466-72

26.
27.

.March 9.
14.

4,23666-72
Captain Trowbridge . ... . . . . .. . . ... . . . . $431 1-6
Colonel Wiley's 2389 1-6
Colonel Little.. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. 1569 2-3
Colonel Hl,tchinson.. . . . . .. . . .. . 889 1-6
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Colonel Bailey. ... .. . . . . ..' . . ... B34
Colonel [,earned 10751-2
Colonel Walter 127 1-6
Colonel Glover 2371-18

27. Colonel Pitkin. .. .. . . .. . . .. .
'"

270
29. Colonel Ward 10771-2

.Marm 15.
16.
23.

29. Major Thomas Pearce.. ... 1141-2
30. Colonel Varnum 1684 5-6

do. do... . . . .. . . .. . . . . ... 1322-3

8,469 16-72

29,253 49-72

1,932

31,18549-72
19. Colonel Joseph Reed 87261-72

$32,057 61-72

Drawn out and transmitted to Colonel Warren.

Boston, October 3, 1776.

Yesterday was sent into this harbour, by the Columbus
ship-of-war, Captain Whipple, a brig from Antigua, bound
for Europe, with two hundred and fifty hogsheads of rum.

A ship from Jamaica was also sent into Cape Ann last
Monday, said to have been taken by a Rhode-Island priva-
teer.

Monday last was sent into Cape Ann, a prize ship,
three-decker, from Barbadoes, bound to London, taken by
Captain Coas, in the Warren. She has on board three
hundred and ninety-four hogsheads sugar, one hundred and
eighty puncheons rum, twenty casks indigo, seventy live
tortoise, six casks tortoise shell, fifty bags cotton, some cash
and plate, and a quantity mahogany.

ROBERT GORDON TO THOMAS WHITE.

Cork, Ireland, October 4, 1776.

SIR; I beg leave to send you the following information,
which may be depended upon: Three American privateers
sailed from Salem in July last, f9r the Western Islands of
Madeira, to wait for the outward-bound West-Indiamen;
one sailed the same time to the Straits, and two others to
our Irish Channel, to intercept the linen ships; the latter
carry ~ight gun.s each, an? seventy-five men. I request
you will lay this letter, with my humble duty, before his
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant,and requesta copy may
be sent forward to England.

I am, sir, &C"_ ROBERTGORDON,Commissary.
To Thomas White, Esq.

CAPTAIN COOKE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Ship-of-war Defence, at Sea, October 4, 1776.

GENTI,EMEN:I have the pleasure to inform you by
Captain Brown, whom I've sent prize-master of a snow
b~longing to Glasgow, from the Bay of Hondu1'Us,loaded
wIth mahogany and some logwood, bound to Cork which
we this morning made a prize of; at the same time'took a
sloop from St. Augustine, bound to Liverpool. She has
no cargo on board, except a little indigo. Their papers
with a large packet Qfletters, belonging to the sloop, you'li
receive per Mr. Walker, who I've made prize-master.

I'm informed by Captain Bolton, master of the snow,
that he was boarded by a boat belonging JO a twenty-two
gun ship, the 1st of this instant, who inquired of him if the
Jamaica fleet had sailed; he likewise says there was another
ship of twenty-lOur guns, the names of neither he does not
remember. Weare also informed by two passeoO"ersfi'om
the sloop, that the Otter, Squires, and tender, the°schooner
Kinderhook, Elliss, and three small schooners, with four
and six g~ns, are stationed off St. Augustine. The Cher-
okee, of SIXfour-pounders, the Raven, of sixteen six-pound-
ers, and the SphYllx, of twenty nine-pounders, stationed off
Coxspur, in Georgia. Which is all the intelligence I have
got at present.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and humble servant, GEO. COOKE.
To the ho.nourable Council of Safety of }}[aryland, at

Annapobs. _

P. S. The two passengers above mentioned I've sent
in the sloop, and am in hopes they'JI be able t~ O"iveyou
30me satisfactory intelligence. G. C.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, ~ctober 4, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed resolves will inform you of the steps
the Congress are taking to provide for the army. They are
so explicit that I need only refer your attention to them;
and indeed this is all I have time to do at present. By
General }}lijJlin, who will set out to-morrow Qt.next day,
I shall do myself the pleasure to write you fully.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To His Excellency General Washington.
Enclosed you have Colonel Shephard's commission.

The vacancy of Colonel, in room of the late Colonel Ste-
phenson, is ordered to be kept 101'Mr. Morgan, agreeable
to your recommendation.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL-SCHUYLER.. .
--

Philadelphia, October 4, 1776.

SIR: It is with the greatest pleasure I transmit the en-
closed resolves, in which you will perceive that the Congres3
have fully expressed their senseof your past conduct, and
their determination to do your character that justice which
you have a right to expect from them. At the same time
Congress cannot give their consent to your retiring from the
army in its present situation. Such a step would give your
enemies occasion to exult, as they might sURpose you were
induced to take it from an apprehension of the truth and
reality of their charge against you. The unmerited
reproaches of ignorance and mistaken zeal are infinitely
over-balanced by the satisfaction arising from a conscious
integrity. As long, therefore, as you can wrap yourself in
your innocence, I flatter myself you will not pay so great a
regard to the calumnies of your enemies as to deprive your
country of any services which you may have it in your power
to render her.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem and
respect, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To General Schuyler, Albany.

\
MARINE COMMITTEF; TO WILLIA)f BINGHA1f.

Philadelphia, October 4, 1776.

SIR: You have herein a memorandum from the Com-
missionersoftbe Continental Store for sundry articles wanted
for our navy. If you can send the whole or any part back
by the sloop Independence, do; but if you cannot get them,
send forward this list and the files to Mr. Thomas ~Jorris,
with this Jetter, requesting him to ship as soon as possible
and charge the amount to the Secret Committee.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.
To William Bingham, Esq.

JOHN ADAMS TO MRS. ADAMS.

Philadelphia, October 4, 1776.

I am seated in a large library-room, with eight gentlemen
round about me, all engaged in conversation. Amidst these
interruptions, how shall I make it out to write a ]etter?

The 1st day of October, the day appointed by tbe char-
ter of Pennsylvania for the annual election of Representa-
tives, has passed away, and two Counties only have chosen
members, Bucks and Chester. The Assembly is therefore
dead, and the Convention is dissolved. A new Convention
is to be chosen the beginning of November. The proceed-
ings of the late Convention are not well liked by the best
of the Whigs. Their constitution is reprobated, and the
oath with which they have endeavoured to pl'Op it, by
obliging every man to fwear that he will not add to, or
diminish from, or any way alter tl14tconstitution, before he
can vote, is e~ecrated.*

.. To THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA: I do not mean to take up your
time in pointing out the injustice, tyranny, and cruelty of several of the
ordinances of t4e late Convention of this St<lte, much less slu;,11I dwell
!Ipon the absurdities and danger of their visionary Constitution. I beg
your attention only to the oath which they have I?rescribed for us in
their last ordinance, for appointing a day for the electIOn of an Assembly.
It iSM follows: "1. A. B., swear (or affirm) that I never wilT do any act
or thing prejudicial 01' injurious to the Constitution or Government of
Penll$ylvania, as established by the Convention."
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shall be adjudged gui1ty of high treason, and be punished
accordingly, saving the corruption of blood.

2. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if
any person who is a member of tnis State, or owes alle-
giance to this Government as before described, shall, from
and after the publication hereof, by any speech, writing,
open deed or act, advisedly and wittingly maintain and
defend the authority, jurisdiction, or power of the King or
Parliament of Great Britain, heretofore claimed or used
within this State, or shall attribute any such authority, juris-
diction, or power to the King or Parliament of Great
Britain, the persons so offending, being duly convicted
thereof, shall be punished by fine and imprisonment at the
discretion of the Court, so that the fine exceed not three
hundred pounds, nor the imprisonment the term of one
year. And if any such offender, after such conviction as
aforesaid, shall commit the said offences, or any of them, in
manner and form aforesaid, and be thereof duly convicted,
he or she shall be set in the pillory, and imprisoned for any
term not exceeding one year.

3. And be it enacted by the authorityaforesaid,That
any person who shall maliciously and advisedly revile or
speak contemptuously of the Government of this State, or
of the honourable Congress of the United States of America,
or of the measures adopted by the said Congress, or by the
Legislature of this State, or who shall maliciously and advi-
sedly say or do any thing whatever which will encourage
disaffection, or manifestly tend to raise tumults and dis-
orders in the State, or who shall maliciously and advi-
sedly spread such false "rumours concerning the American
forces, or the forces of the enemy, as will tend to alienate
the affections of the people fi'om the Government, or to
terrify or discourage the good subjects of this State, or to
dispose them to favour the pretensions of the enemy; every
person so offending shall be punished with fine and impris-
onment in manner aforesaid.
would run thus: "I do swefir (or affirm) that I will be true and faithful
to thc Commonwealth of Penmylvania; and that I will not, directly or
indirectly, do any act or thing prejudicial or injurious to the natura] and
unalienable right which all men have of worshipping A]mighty God
according to the dictates of their own consciences .and understandings,"
&c. Does this admit of your comments?

If taken to the twelfth article of the same, which is exactly in point,
it will run thus: "I do swear," &c., "that I will not, directly or indi-
rectly, do any act or thing prejudicial or injurious to the right of the
people to freedom of speech, and of "''Titing and publishing their senti-
ments; nor will I restrain the f,'eedom of the press." And so for any
other artic]e in the Declaration.

Let us try the Frame of Government, &c. Take it to the second arti-
cle, and it will be as follows: "I do swear," &c., "that I will not,
directly or indirectly, do any act or thing prejudicial or injurious to ihe
supreme legislative power being vested in a House of Representatives
of the freemen of the Commonwealth or State of PennS1Jlvania, unless
it shall hereafter, on experience, be found to require improvement or
stand in need of amendment, in which case I will, as the Constitution
directs' in the forty-seventh section of the Frame of Government, lend
my aid and assistance to effect such improvement as far as is necessary
for the preservation of the rights and happiness of the people." Thus
let the oath be taken to any or every article of the Constitution, and it
will be so far from favouring your commentary, that it enforces the
very contrary.

Experience begets wisdom, and provision is made to men by expe-
rieMe; for it is not only expressly provided in the Constitution that
ever rarticle which experience shall prove to be defective or improper,
sha] be improved and amended, but the declaration of its establishment
runs in these remarkable words: "We, the Representatives of the free-
men of Pennsylvania, met for the express purpose of framing a Govern-

To BRUTUS. ment on the authority of the people on]y, do, by virtue of the authority

SIR: You assert that the severa] ordinances passed by the honourable vested in us by our eonstituents, ordain, declare, and establish the
Convention, are unjust, tyrannical, and cruel, and that their frame of following Declaration of Rights and Frame of Gov(!l'nment, to be the
Government is absurd, dangerous, and visionary. I have examined Constitution of this Commonwealth, and to remain in force forever,
both with some del;;ree o~ attention! and ~al!not perceive wh.at part you unaltered, exc.ept. in such articles as s~all h(!l'eafter on experience be
allude to. You will oblige much m pomtmg out the partlcu]ars, and found to reqUire Improvement, and which shall, by the same authority
assigning your reasons for thinking them such. Brutnswou]d not have of the people, fairly delegated as this Frame of Government directs, be
us take all he says for gospel, though he asserts it in as warm a tone as amended, or improved for the more effectual obtaining and securing the
Jonas did his resentm~nt tigain.st the Almighty for smiting his gourd. great en~ and design of all government herein before mentioned;" viz:
Trutb. and calmness will preval] over heat and errour; therefore prove the happmess of the people.
your assertions coolly, and it will have a much greater effect on the As well, therefore, might Brutus make his inference, as som

.

e people

people of Penmylvania than blustering noise without meaning. I call do, that the Convention has denied the God of the Christians, by
upon you to prove your assertions, or acknowledge your fault like a establishing the divinity of the Scriptures oftbe Old and New Testament,
gentleman. as if there was no account of the Christian's God to be found in the

You assert, for you deal in assertion, that the oath of allegiance pre- Bib]e.
scribed in the frame of Government, amounts to swearing that we The Constitution is now formed and the Convention dissolved; the
"never" will, directly nor il1directly, expose its imperfections, nor pro- last attempt to defeat

a]] OUI'measures is to prevent an election. Other
pose an amendment, though every man of sense complains of these Conventions either resolved themselves into Assemb]ies, and undertook
ID1perfections. Passing by: theartful insertion of the word" never, "into to appoin~ ~he officers of State, though .not fiPP?inted for t~lat purpose;
your copy of the oath, wluch IS not to be found elsewhere, I would beg or sat untl] Ittookp]ace. Our Convention trustmg to the virtue of their
your indulgence, while I sbow to the people whom you address, how countrymen, on fimshing their work dissolved themselves. Our enemies,
]ittle you regarded truth and the fact in this comment. if they could prevent an election under the new form, would gain their

The Constitution of Penmylvania consists of a Declaration of Rights point, as all things must in consequence run jpto immediate confusion.
and Frame of Government, each of which contains several sections. Brutns appeals to the people, and hopes to prevail on tbem by misrep-
Now, an oath to the whole Constitution, is an oath to each and every rescntation and artifice to effect this, by making them believe that an
particul?-r p,art of it; what is true of the whole, being true of the parts oath w:hi~h can prevent none but ollr enemies from voting, is arbitrary
composmg It. Let us t,hen apply your comment to the fact, and take and crlmmal. ~le~ve It to then! to whom you appeal, to form a judg-

the oath to anyone sectIOn. ment of your prmclp]es and designs. -

The oath applied to the second section in the Declaration of Rights A FRIEND TO TRUTH AND TIlE PEOrLE.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II. 55

We live in the age of political experiments. Among
many that win fail, some, I hope, will succeed. But Penn-
sylvania will be divided and weakened, and rendered much
less vigourous in the cause by the wretched ideas of gov-
ernment which prevail in the minds of many people in it.

NEW-JERSEY.

An Act to punish Traitors and Disaffected Persons.
Whereas, in the present time of danger, the safety of the

people more especially requires that all persons who are so
wicked as to devise the destruction of good government, or
to aid or assist the enemies of the State, shall suffercondign
punishment. And whereas all persons abiding within this
State, and deriving protection from the laws tbereof, do owe
allegiance to the Government of this State, established under
the authority of the people, and are to be deemed as mem-
bers thereof: and all persons passing through, visiting, or
making a temporary stay in this Slate, being entitled to the
protection of the law during such passage, visitatiol1, or
temporary stay, do owe, during the same time, allegiance
to this Government:

1. Be it enacted by the Council and General Assembly
of this State, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of
the same, That every person who is a member of, or owes
allegiance to this Government as before described, and who,
from and after the publication hereof, shall levy war against
this State within the same, or be adherent to the King of
Great Britain, or others the enemies of this State within

, the same, or to the enemies of the United States of North
America, giving to him or them aid or comfort, or by giving
to him or them advice or intelligence, either by letters, mes-
sages, words, signs, or tokens, or in any way whatsoever,
or by procuring for, or furnishing to him 01' them any kind
of provisions or warlike stores, and thereof shall be provably
attainted of open deed by people of his or her condition,

In the Commonwealth of Virginia the Convention adjourned after
publishing a plan of their Government, and did not ordain it to be final;
till they found, by consulting their constituents in every state, that it
was agreeable to them. Even by the new Constitution of Pennsylvania,
no law can be proposed and passed in the same session, although that
law is afterwards liable to be repealed in less than a year. But by the
foregoing test a frame of Government is forced upon us without our
consent, and without the interval of an adjournment to consider of it.
Every man of sense in tbe State compJains of its imperfections, and yet
in order to entitle himself to the privilege of an e]ector, he must swear
or affirm that he will never "direct]y" or "indirectly" expose these
imperfections, or propose an amendment of them. The present situl!.-
tion of our affairs requires union and vigour in all our proceedings, and
an uncommon degree of tenderness to the ancient prejudices and habits
of the people of Pennsylvania. But a]as! the Constitution of Pennsyl-
vania excludes them all. The British Parliament held up slavery to us,
but it never enacted a law to forbid our complaining of it. Weare now
bound to submit to a Government full of dangerous experiments, wholly
unlike our former Constitution, for seven years, or forfeit the greatest
privilege of a freeman-the privilege of choosing his ru]ers. I hope the
virtue and good sense of Pennsylvania will be roused by sucb proceed:
ings. The honour of the cause in which we have embl!.rked with,our
sister States is at stake. The voice of the people can abrogate tyrannical
frames of Government, as well as tyrannical laws. Remember, my
countrymen, that slavery is a potion equally bitter, whether it comes to
us through the hands of Lord North, Lord Howe, or my Lords the
members of the Convention.

BRUTUS.
PHILADELPHIA, October 2, 1776.
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4. And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid,
That any two Justices of the Peace shall, and they hereby
are empowered and directed to convene, by summons or
warrant, any person wh-atsoever, whom they shall suspect
to be dangermis or disaffected to the present Government,
and to tender and administer to him the oatbs of abjuration
and allegiance, set fortb in an act entituled " An act for the
security of the Government of New-Jersey," passed the
19th of September, 17i6. And if any person to whom the
said oath shall be tendered, shall neglect or refuse to take
the same, the said Justices shall bind bim over, with suffi-
cient sureties, to appear at tbe next Court of General Quar-
ter Sessions of the Peace, and to be in the meanwhile of
good bebaviollJ', and in default of sufficient sureties, or on
refusal to be bound, the said Justices are hereby empowered
and directed to commit such offender to close gaol, and
certify the same, witb tbe cause of commitment, under tbeir
hands and seals, to the next Court of General Quarter Ses-
sions of the Peace, wbere, if sucb offender refuse to take the
said oaths, he shaH continue bound to bis good bebaviour,
or be fined, or imprisoned, as the said Court shall deem
necessary.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HEAD-(tUARTERS AT BERGEN,

DATED OCTOBER 4, 1776.

To-morrow we evacuate Bergen, a measure which will
at first be condemned, and afterwards approved of. For
my own part, I am sorry that the enemy sbould possess
another inch of American ground, but prudence requires a
furtber sacrifice. Tbe reasons of lea \'ing this place I take
to be these: Bcrgen is a narrow neck of land, accessible on
three sides by water, and exposed to a variety of attacks in
different places at one and tbe same time. A large body
of the enemy might int:1llibly take possession of tbe place
whenever they pleased, unless we kept a stronger force
than our numbers will allow. The spot itself is not an
object of tbeir arms: if tbey attacked, it would be to cut off
those who defended it, and secure the grain and military
stores. These have been removed; and when we are gone
a naked spot is all tbey will find. No other damage will
follov.', except a depression of some people's spirits, who,
unacquainted with places, circumstances, and tbe secret
reasons of such relinquishments, are apt to despond as if
every thing was lost. We go to Fort Constitution as soon.

as we have seen the troops marched off. We sha II leave a
guard of observation bebind us: this may prevent the
enemy's discovering our removal for a day or two.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 8, 1776.]

Harlem, October 4,1776.

SIR: Before I knew of the late resolutions r;>fCongress,
which you did me the honour to enclose in your letter of
the 24th, and before I was favoured with tbe visit of your
Committee, I took tbe liberty of giving you my sentiments
On several points which seemed to me to be of importance.

1 have no doubt but the Committee will make such report
of the state and condition of the army as will induce Con-
gress to be]ieve tbat nothing but the most vigourous exertions
can put matters upon such a footing as to give this Conti-
nent a fair prospect of success. Give me leave to say, sir,
(I say it with due deference and respect, and my knowledge
of the facts, added to the importance of the cause and the
stake I hold in it, must Justify tbe freedom,) that your
affairs are in a more unpromising way than you seem to
apprehend.

Your army, as I mentioned in my last, is upon the eve of
political dissolution. True it is, you have -voted a larger one
in lieu of it; but the season is Jate, and tbere is a material
difference between voting of battalions; and raising of men.
In the latter there are more difficulties tban Congress are
aware of, whicb makes it my duty, as I have been informed
of the prevailing sentiment of the army, to inform them tbat
unless the pay of the officers, especially that of tbe Field
Officers, is raised, th, chief part of those that are worth
retaining will leave the service at the expiration of the
present term, as the soldiers will also, if some greater
encouragement is not offered them than twenty dollars and
one hundred acres of land.

Nothing less in my opinion than a suit of c.lothes, annually
given to each non-commissioned officer and soldier, in addi-
tion to the pay and bounty, will avail; and 1 question
whether that will do, as tbe enemy, from the information of
one John Nash, who with six others were taken by our
guards, are giving ten pounds bounty for recruits, and have
got a battalion under lVIajor Rogers nearly completed, upon
Long-Island.

Nor will less pay, according to my judgment, than I
have taken the liberty of mentioning in tbe enclosE'd esti-
mate, retain such officers as we could wish to have continued.
The difference per month in each battalion will amount. to
better than one hundred pounds; to this may be added the
pay of the Staff Officers, for it is presumable that tbey will
also require aq augmentation; but being few in nmriber, the
sum will not be greatly increased by them, and consequently
is a matter of no great moment; but it is a matter of nO
small importance to make the several offices desirable.
When the pay and establishment of an officer once become
objects of interested attention, the sloth, negligence, and
even disobedience of orders, which at this time but too
generally prevails, will be purged off; but while the service
is viewed with indifference, while the officer conceives tbat
he is rather conferring than receiving an obligation, there
will be a total relaxation of all order and discipline, and
every thing will move heavily on, to the great detriment of
the service, and inexpressible trouble and vexation of the
General.

The critical situation of our affairs at this time will justify
my saying that no time is to be lost in making of fruitless
experiments. An unavailing trial of a month to get an
army upon the terms proposed, may render it impracticable
to do it at all, and prove fatal to our cause, as I am not sure
whether any rubs in the way of our inlistments, or unt:wour-
able tum in our affairs, may not prove the means of the
enemy recruiting men t:1ster than we do. To tbis may be
added the inextricable difficulty of forming one corps out of
another, and arranging matters witb any degree of order in
the face of an enemy who are watching for advantages.

At Cambridge, last year, where the officers (and more
than a sufficiency of them) were all upon the spot, we found
it a work of such extreme difficulty to know their sentiments,
each having some terms to propose, that I despaired once
of getting the arrangements completed, and do suppose that
at least a hundred alterations took place before matters were
finally adjusted. What must it be, then, under the present
regulation, where tbe officer is to negotiate this matter with
the State he comes from, distant perhaps two or three hun-
dred miles, some of whom, witbout leave or license from
me, set out to make personal application tbe moment the
resol ve got to their hands? What kind of officers these are,
I leave Congress to judge.

If an officer of repUtation-for none otbers shou!d be applied
to-is asked to stay, what answer can he give, but in the
first place, that he does not know whether it is at his option
to do so, no provision being made in the resolutioll of Con-
g(ess even recommendatory of this measure, consequently
that it rests with the State he comes from (surl'Ounded
perhaps with a variety of applications and influenced pl'Oba-
bly by local attachments) to determine whether he can be
provided for or not. In tbe next place, if be is an officer
of merit, and knows that the State he comes from is to furnish
11'Iorebattalions than it at present has in the service, he will
scarcely after two years' faithful services, think of continuing
in the rank he now bears, when new creations are to be
made, and men appointed to offices (noways superiour in
merit, and ignorant perhaps of service) o~'er his bead. A
committee sent to the army from each State may, upon the
spot, fix things witb a degree of propriety and certainty, and
is the only method I can see of bringing matters to a decision,
with respect to the officers of the army; but what can be
done in the meanwhi]e towards the arrangement in the
cOLIntry, I know not. In the one case you run the hazard
of losing your officers, in the other of encountering delay,
unless some method could be devised of forwarding both at
the same instant.

Upon the present plan I plainly foresee an' intervention _
of time between the old and new army, which must be
filled with Militia, if to be had, with whom no man who has
any regard for his own repntation can undertake to be
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answerable for consequences. I shall also be mistaken in
my conjectures if we shall not lose the most valuable officers
in this army, under the present mode of appointing them;
consequently, if we have an army at all, it will be composed
of materials not only entirely raw, but if uncommon pains is
not taken, entirely unfit; and I see sllch a distrust and jeal-
ousy of military power, that the Commander-in-Chief has
not an opportunity, even by recommendation, to give the
least assurances of reward for the most essential services. In
a word, such a cloud of perplexing circumstances appear
before me, without one flattering hop~, that I am thoroughly
convinced, unless the most vigourous and decisive exertions
are immediately adopted to remedy ihese evils, that the
certain and absolute loss of our liberties will be the inevitable
co'nsequence, as one unhappy stroke will throw a powerful
weight into the scale against us, enabling General J-lowe to
recruit his army as fast as we shall ours, numbers being dis-
posed, and many actually doing so already. Some of the
most probable remedies, and such as experience has brought
to my more immediate knowledge, I have taken the liberty
to point out; the rest I beg leave to submit to the considera-
tion of Congress. ,

I ask pardon for taking up so much of their time with
my opinions; but I should betray the trust which they and
my country have reposed in me, were I to be silent upon a
matter so extremely interesting.

With the most perfect esteem, I have the honour to be
their and your most obedient and most humble servant,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To the Hon. John ,Hancock, President of Congress.

GENERAl;. WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 4, 1776,

DEARSIR: I last night received the fa,'our of your letter
of the 30th ultimo, and am happy that you have got the
directions of Congress upon the subject of barracks, as it is
high time they should be begun where they are wanted.
The nails that are necessary I cannot supply.-

In respect to Major Edmondston's request, I cannot con-
sent to his coming here. You may inform him that a gen-
eral exchange of prisoners is now'in agitation, and when it
is ready to be executed, he, no doubt, will have proper
notice of it.

I am in hopes that the expedition by way of Oswego,
that was talked of, is not intended, as the season begins to
grow late.

The situation of our affairs here is much the same as
when I last wrote, which leaves me only to add that I am,
dear sir, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

COLONEL HARRISON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 4, 1776,

SIR: I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you
that you may permit Captain Douglass, with the part of
the company he has with him, to join the battalion to which
he belongs, directing him, however, to apply to General
Mercer for his particular orders, and a different disposition,
if he should conceive it necessary.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
ROB. H. HARRISON.

To Major-General Heath.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL HEATH.

October 4, 1776.

SIR: Captain Maroney, the late Provost-Marshal, having
abdicated his office and absented himself without leave from
camp, another person is appointed in his stead. As he has
a horse, saddle, and bridle, belonging to the publick, and
some effects belonging tp prisoners, in his possession, I
should be much obliged to you to have inquiry made after
him, and order him eitber dOIVn here or to deliver up what
he has. Zedwitz's cane, sword, and some other things, are
in his possession.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
Jos. REED, Adjutant-General.

To Major-General Heath.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DTJER.
Head-Q,uarters, Harlem Heights, October 4, 1776.

DEAR SIR: If the. enemy do not make some move soon,
our materials for carrying on a correspondence will be ex-
hausted, for I think the sum and substance of most of my
letters is that thiugs remain in statu quo. If we can keep
them at that point, our business will be effectually done.
General Lee may be hourly expected. I shall not be sur-
prised to see Mjfllin, who has taken a start to Philadelphia
.on business, return with him in his hand. You ha ve a very
just idea of Greene's importance. He is, beyond a doub~,
a first rate military genius, and one in whose opinions the
General places the utmost confidence. He is so near us
that he can give every assistance in the way of advicE;, and
should the enemy relinquish their plan against the Jersey
side, he can also be spared to attend in time of action.

There are now five ships in the North River, opposite
Greenwich. What their intentions are, cannot be descried
from any thing that has yet appeared. Tbe season for ships
to leave the river and seek docks approaches fast. I sup-
pose the men-of-war will not choose to remain in the Bay of
New- York the whole winter. If we could once get rid of
them, I should not value tbejr land forces.

I am your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

RETURNS OF OFFICERS.

A list of the Officers in Colonel CHESTER'S Regiment,
returned agreeable to general orders of the 3d instant.

Capt. Bacon, - Present, fit for duty.
Capt. Sedgwick, do.
Capt.Welles,- - Sick,present.
Capt. Seymour, Fit for duty.
Capt. Lyon, do.
Capt. Marcy, Sick, absent.
Capt. Isham, Fit for duty.
Capt. Barrows, - Sick, present.
First Lieut. Bacon, - In the Ranging Regiment.
First Lieut. Hurbut, Present, under an arrest.
First Lieut. Bulkley, - Present, fit for duty.
First Lieut. Bernard, - do.
First Lieut. Childs, On command, in the mason's

employment.
First Lieut. Chamberlain, On command, in the carpenter's

work.
.

First Lieut. Dunham, - Oncommimd,overseeing the sick.
Second Lieut. Rust, Present, (it for duty.
Second Lieut. Skinner, Sick, present.
Second Lieut. Wright,- do.
Second Lieut. Curtis, - Present, fit for duty.
Second Lieut. Kimball, do.
Second Lieut. Marcy, - On command, incarpenter's work.
Second Lieut. Trumbull, Present, fit for duty.
Second Lieut. Campbell, do.
Ensign Cleveland, - In the Ranging Regiment.
Ensign Winchel, Present, fit for duty.
Ensign Mason, - - - do.
EnsignKnowlton,- In the RangingRegiment.
EnsignSessions, - - Present,fitforduty.
Ensign Ransom, do.

N. B. Two Ensigns have been lately discharged.

TOTAL, AS ME~TIONED ABOVE. .
Present, fit for duty, - - 5 Captains and 11 Subalterns.
Sick,present, - - 2 ditto, - - 2 do.
Sick,absent,- - - - - 1 do. - - 0 do.
Rangers,- - 0 - - 3 do.
In arrest,- - 0 - - 1 do.
Oncommand, - 0 - - 4 do.

Total,- - - - - - 8
Test:

Camp near King's Bridge, October 4,1776.

FIELD OFFICERS.

- - -21
B. T ALI;.MADGE.

Colonel Chester,
Lieut. Colonel Willes,-
MajorRipley,- -.. - -

Present, fit for duty.
do.

Absent on furlough.



CAPTAINS, FIRS'!' SECOND ENSIGNS,
LIEjJTEN ANTS, LIEUTENANTS,

Abram Dubois, Sithan, Smith, Harris,
William Kelsey, Mills, Mulford, Peck,
Samuel Ogden, - Sheppard, ~rell,
George Anderson, - Jones, ~man,
Allen Congleton, Kinsey, Loyd, Mc arland,
Benjamin Whitall. Holmes, Mitchell, Comron,

Hametts. Inskip. Hampton.
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ST AFF OFFICERS.

Adjutant Abbey,
Quartermaster Bulkley,
Surgeon Crqcker, - - -
Mate Cobb, - - - - -

Present, fit for duty.
do.
do.
do.

A list of the names of all the Commissioned Officers in
Colonel NEWCOMB'SRegiment, in General HA)'ID'SBri-

gade, nQWin camp, October 4, 1776.

Sick, unfit for duty, Capt. Whitall and Capt. Anderson.
Sick, unfit for duty, Lieut. Loyd, Lieut. Insk1p, Lieut.

Sheppard, Ensign Tyrell, Ensign Hampton.
Captain ltlatlack, sick, absent; Lieut. Shaw, sick, absent;

Lieut. Borden, sick, absent.

A list of the names of the Officers in Colonel NICOLL'S
Regiment, 4th October, 1176.

Col.IsaacNicoll,- - Present,fitforduty.
Col.GilbertGasper,- - - Present,sick..
Major Thomas Moffat, Present, fit for duty.
Capt. JoshuaBrown,- ~ - - Present,sick.
Lieut. Henry Brewster, absent on command to get clothes

for Capt. Brown's Company.
Lieut. Adjt. Stephen Howells, - - Present, fit for duty.
Capt. Samuel Raymond, - - - - Present, fit for duty.
Lieut. Richard Langdon, Present, fit for duty.
Lieut. William Horton, Absent, sick.
Capt. John Wood, Present, sick.
Lieut. Jacob Dunning, - Present, fit for duty.
Lieut. Israel Wells, Present, fit for duty.
Capt. William Blain, - Present, fit for duty.
Lieut. Thomas Sears, - Present, fit forduty.
Lieut. David Rogers, - - - - - Absent, wounded.
Capt. John Little, - - - - - Present, fit for duty.
Lieut. John Nantill, absent on commandto get clothesfor

the Company.
Lieut. Samuel Cole, - - - - - Present, fit for duty.
Capt. James Smith, - - - Present, fit for duty.
Lieut. Barent Martin, - - - Present, fit for duty.
Capt.JohnWisner, - - - - Presentunderarrest.
Lieut. Abraham Dolson, - Present, fit for duty.
Lieut. Obediah Gore, Present, fit for duty.
Capt. Underdonck and Capt. Deronder, with the subalterns

and companies under their command) at Peekskill.
Stephen Howell, Adjutant,

~
Benjamin Walworth, Quartermaster, Present.
Henry Whit!J~Surgeon.

STEPHENHOWELL,Adjutant.

King's Bridge, October 4, 1776.

A true state of the Officers belonging to Colonel JACOBUS
SWARTWOUT'SRegiment, viz:

Lieut. Col. Thompson, On cQmmand at
Peekskill.

Major William Mott, - - In camp.
Captain Calkin, In camp.
Captain Van Wyck, - - do.
CaptainVeal, - - - - On furlough.
CaptainLudenton, -- Absent,on whoseor-

der unknown.
- On furlough.

In camp.
do.

At MorrisSea.
In camp.
In camp, and just ar-

o rived from furlough.
LieutenantCrane,- - In camp.
Lieutenant Hill,

~ - - - In camp.

Ca ptain Pearce,
Captain Swartwout,
Captain Duryee,
Ca ptain Schenck, -
Captain Godwin, - - -
Captain Lane, - -

Lieutenant Smith, - Sick in camp.
Lieutenant Bayly, - - - On furlough.
Lieutenant Plat, In camp.
Lieutenant Hyat, - do.
LieutenantTowsend,- - do.'
LieutenantMunrows,- At MorrisSea.
Lieutenant Butler, - On furlough.
LieutenantEliot, - - In camp.
Lieutenant Matt, - do.
Liel,ltenant Dodge, At Morris Sea.
Lieutenant Lawrence, - In camp.
Lieutenant Horton, Main Guard.
Lieutenant Langdon, - - Sick in camp.
Lieutenant Ostander, - - In camp.
Lieutenant BunschQuten, - do.
Lieutenant Garrisson, - - In camp.
Lieutenant B!JITY,- Just arrived.

N. B. The Field Officers and others I refer to the IYen-
eral return of the ad instant.

0

.
NICHS. EMc. GABERCLE, Adj't.

A return of Officers fit and unfit for du.ty in the Tenth
Regiment, commanded by Colonel TYLER.

Fit for Duty.'
Captain Sill. Lieut~nant Baldwin.
Captain Eldridge. Lieutenant Selden.
Captain Danow. Lieutenant Avery.
Captain Gallop. Lieutenant Reed.
Captain Ely. Lieutenant Prentice.
Lieutenant Nevins. Ensign Wait.
L~eutenant McGrager. Ensign Bulkly.
Lieutenant Lee. Ensign Hill.
Lieutenant Richards. Ensign Clift.

Unfit for duty.-Lieutenant Hall.
N. B. Captain Sill on General Court-Martial.

JAMESDAY,Alft.

Officers in Colonel GRAHAM'SRegiment, fit for duty.
Morris Graham, Colonel,
Roswell Hopkins, Lieutenant-Colonel,
William Barker, Major,
Captain Paine,

}
Lieutenant Waters, On command at New-Rochelle.
Lieutenant Meade.
Captain Stoughtenburgh,
Lieutenant Wm. Dennison,
Lieutenant Ebenezer Mott.
Lieutenant Ezra St. John, l . ,
Lieutenant Ebenezer Carter, ) Captam Barlow sCompany.

Captain Israel Platt,
Adjutant, Lieutenant Reuben Hopkins,
Lieutenant Jonas Parks.
Captain Andries Haermame,
Lieutenant Herman J. Knickerbacker,
Lieutenant George Sharpe.
Captain William St!Jwart,
Lieutenant John L. Hardenbergh,
Lieutenant John Seaton.
Captain John Van Steenbergh,
Lieutenant Stephen Eget,
Lieutenant Benjamin Bogardus.
Captain James Teller,
Second Lieutenant Paul Van Anden,
Captain Charles Graham.
Captain Barlow, sick, absent.
Lieutenant Tremper, in Captain Teller's company, sick in

camp.
Captain Stewart, on command to Fi$hkill with Tories.

A list of Officers in Colonel THOMAS THOMAS'S Regiment,
as well of the present fit for duty, as of the unfit and
absent, 4th October 1776.

Captain William Dutcher,

~

0

First Lieutenant Daniel Martling, Present fit for duty.
Second Lieut. Gershom Sherwood,
Captain Abraham Ledew, present fit for duty.



OFFICERS :PRESENT AND FIT FOR DUTV. .

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenal)ts. Third Lieuten<ln!a,

John Reed, James CoileI', Thomas Johnson, John Coughran,
George Graff, Conrod Connor, Dorington Wilson, William Call19~m,
Robert Clark, William Steel, James Turner, William Nilson,
Daniel Olin brook, Ludwick Mire, William McClolough, Benjamin. Fickle,
Joseph Work, William Alon, - Wiser, John Barnet,
John McCowan. Thomas Robinson, John Bishop, Andrew Boggs,

Thomas Lindsay. John Camble. Mathew Swan.
Colonel, James Cunningham; Major, Thomas Edwards.
Staff: Adjutant, John Davis; Quartermaster, James Porter, pro temporary; Quartermaster, Mathew Swan, at Fort

Constitution, with the three companies there.
...

THE STATIONS OF THE SEVERAl. COMPANIES.

Captain Graff's at Westchester; .Captains Reed's, Watson's, Cloatz's, Green's, Clark's, at De Lancey's Mills;
Captains Olinbrook's, Work's, .McCowan's, at Fort Constitution.

OFFICERS ABSENT.

N<lmes and rank. Since what time, The re<lsons why they are absent.

Lieutenant Colonel William Hay, September 27th. On furlough.
Captain Timothy Green, September 16th. Absent without leave.
Second Lieutenant John Galgrust,}

August 14th. Bya wound received in the right arm.of Captain Reed's company,

VACANT OFFICERS, AND BY WHAT MEANS.
Captain Cloatz, promoted; Captatn Watson, resigned; First Lieutenant Patrick. Hay, Third Lieutenant Richard

Keys, discharged, and reCQmmendedby the doctor; Second Lieutenant William Paterson, either killed or taken prisoner,
Long-Island.
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First Lieutenant Isaac Van Wert, in the Artillery at Fort

Independence.
Second Lieutenant Daniel Williams, present fit for duty.
Captain Nathaniel Delivan, sick, absent by leave of General

Clinton, to recruit himself, but soon expected to camp.
First Lieutenant Samuel Lawrence, present fit for duty.
Second Lieutenant John Crissey Miller, went from camp

yesterday afternoon by leave of Major-General Heath,
to see his wife who is at the point of death.

Captain James Cronkhyte, present fit for duty.
First Lieutenant Obadiah Purdy, returned yesterday, de-

serted.
Second Lieutenant Joshua Drake, present fit for duty.
Captain BenQni Platt, }P ,

t fit i" d t
"

, Iesen lor u .First LIeutenant Hezeklah Gray, y

Second Lieutenant Caleb Merritt, at Morrisania, on ad.
vanced guard.

Captain Abijah Gilbert, sick, absent by leave of General
Clinton, to recruit himself, and from information will
not be able to return to camp this three months.

First Lieutenant William Fanshier, sick, absent about ten
days since, but a few days ago procured a person of
equal !'ank to do his duty in his absence. .

Second Lieutenant Thaddeus Crane, present fit for duty.
Captain Elijah Hunter, .

~

P t fit i".
F ' I

.
H P. resen lor

l1'st ..lIeutenant enry leI'S,
d tSecond Lieutenant Nathaniel Olmstead, u y.

Captain Samuel Townsend, present fit for duty.
First Lieutenant Richard Hatfield, present, and Adjutant of

the above Regiment.
Second Lieutenant William Woodward, present fit.
Captain David Dan, ~P fi f, d t
First Lieutenant Reuben Weed, S resent t or u y.

No Second Lieutenant to Captain Dan appointed.

Return of the Officers present and absent of the First Regiment of the Flying:Camp from LANCASTERCounty, in the
State of PENNSVLVANIA,in the service of the UNITED STATESOF AMERICA,commanded by Colonel CUNNINGHAM.
WESTCHESTER,October 5, 1776.

List of Officers' names in Colonel ANDREW W ARD'S Re~
giment.

IN CAMP, FIT FOR DUTY.

Field Officers: Colonel Andrew Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel
Obadiah Johnson, Major Cook.

Captains: Abner Prior, James Dana, James Stedman,
Ozias Pettibone, Benoni Cutler, Daniel Allen.

First Lieutenants: William Green, Samuel Granger, Andrew
Fitch, George Griswold, William Maning, Samuel Barker.

Second Lieutenants: Nathaniel Wales, Uriah Holmes, Jos.
Durkee, Joshua Bottom, James Peek.

Ensigns: Benjamin Holcomb, Joseph flale, Daniel Reed,
Simon Gains, Obadiah Child, Jonathan Nicols, Levi Gay-
lord.

SICK, PRESENT.

Captains: Noah Phelps, Jehiel Meigs.
First Lieutenant: Elias Weld.
Second Lieutenants: Elisha. Chapman, Samuel Carver,

Jeremi;J.Stanley.
Ensign: Benjamin Henshaw.

DEAD.

First Lieutenant~ Nathaniel Morgan.

ANDREW W.ARD, Colonel.

JAMES CUNNINGHAM, Colonel.

A Return of the Field Ot!icers, Commissioned, and Staff
Officers of the Sixteentli Regiment of Foot, commanded
by Colonel PAUL D. SARGENT,specifying those fit for
duty, sick present, absent, on command, and furlough.

Paul D. Sargent, Colonel, fit for duty.
Michael Jackson, Lieutenant-Colonel, wounded, present.
Jon. Williams Austen, Major, fit for duty.
Capt. Frederick pope,

}
Lieut.Fuller, - -
L.

t Tl Present, fit for dljty.JeU. myre,- -
Ensign Fuller, - -
Capt. Scott, - Under arrest.
Lieut. Holmes,. - On command,Ranging service.
Lieut. Morrow, On commandas Adjutant.
Ensign Cleveland,- - Present, fit for duty.
Capt. Barnes, - - - Present, fit forduty.
Lieut. Cleveland, - ( On command in the RanginO'ser-Lieut.Stratten,- 5 vice. b

Capt. Vinton, - - - Sick, present.
Lieut. Hollis, - Fit for duty.
Lieut. Holbrook, - - On commandwith sick.
Ensign Hartshorn,- - Fit for duty.
Capt.Perry, - - Fit forduty.
Lieut.Drown,- - Sick,present.
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- On command as Major of Brig-
ade.

Ensign Snow, - - - Fit forduty.
Capt. Heath, - l Fit forduty.

.Lieut. Thomas, 5
Lieut. Carlton,- - On commandas Quartermaster.
EnsignEddy, - - - Fit forduty.
Capt. Farrington, -

}
Lieut. Doubleday, - F' Cc d
Lieut. Dl1sten, _ _ It or uty.

Ensign Welcb, - -
Capt.Wiley, - - Fit forduty.
Lieut. Scott, On command in Ranging service
Lieut.Wiley, - - - Fit forduty.
EnsignFish, - - Sick,present.

PAUL DUDLEY SARGENT, Golonel.

King's Bridge, October 4, 1776.

Lieut. Doliver, -

Colonel L\SHER'S list of Officers, October 4, 1776.
Capt. Van Dyke, - - - Pr!soner at New- York.
First Lieut. Brewvort, - PrIsoner do.
Second Lieut. Harsen, - Present.

Capt. Wilcox, - - - - Present.
Lieut.Dunscomb, - Prisoner at Long-Island.
Lieut. Thurman, - Gone to fetch clothes.
Capt. Beekeman, - -

~

Lieut. Lawrence, - Present.
Lieut. Sickles, -
Capt.Dickson,- - - - Present.
Lieut.Troop, - - - - TakenprisoneronLong-Island,
Lieut.Harton,- - - - Present. .

Capt. Dickenson, - - Present.
L~eut. Masur, - }Sick absent.
LIeut. Warner, - '
Capt. Wright, -

~
Lieut. North, Present.
Lieut. Ricks,
Capt. Rapleye, - - Prisoner in New- York.
Lieut. Carpenter, - - Sick, absent.
Lieut.Viedenhurgh,- - Present.
Capt. Banker, - - -

}Lieut.Beekeman,- Present.
Lieut. Codwas, - - -
Pryme Hoghland, Adjutant, taken prisoner on Long-

Island.
Gerardus Hardenbrook, Adjutant, present.

Colonel HARDENBERGH'Slist of Officers, October 4, 1776.
Colonel Hardenbergb, - - - Sick, present.

.. Capt. De Witt, - - - - - - Under an arrest.
First Lie~t. Abraham Smeedy, }Fit for duty.
Second LIeut. Abraham Van Aker,
Capt. John Gillespy, - - -

}First Lieut. Jacob Lawrence, - Present, fit for duty.
Second Lieut. Cornelius De Bc»s,
Capt. JamesRobinson,- - - - Sick,present.
First Lieut. John Van Buren, i P t fit Cc d t. (resen or u y.
Second LIeut. John McArthur,)

,

Capt. John Hasbrook, - Discharged by reason
of long sickness.

FirstLieut.John Hunter, - - - Sick,absent,
Second Lieut. Jacob Rosecrantz, - Sick, present.
Capt. William Faulkner, - - Sick, present.
First Lieu!. Robert Munnel, - l P t fi Cc

.

d
S d L "

M 1\.1 C . (resen , ]t or uty.
ceon leut. loses 1f. antme,.J

Return of the Field O.fficers in Colonel SARGENT'SBrigade,
signifying those present, absent, on command, Sjc.

Present, fit fol' duty: Colonel Sargent, Major Austin, Col-
onel Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, Major Cook.

Sick, present: Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson.
P. DOLLIVER, M. B.

King's Bridge, October5, 1776.

Return of the names of the Officers of the Twenty-Second
Regiment, commandedby SAMUELWYLLYS,Esq., as per
thegeneral ordersof 3d instant. .

Captain fit for duty: Ebenezer Huntington.
First Lieutenants fit for duty: Henry Champion, Eliphalet

King, Jonathan Pettibone.
Second Lieutenants fit for duty: Warren Huntley, Jona-

than Hart, Dudley Wright, Roger Hooker, Elias Still-
well, Be~h. Achley.

Ensigns fit for duty: Richard Duff, Simeon Belding, Heze-
.kiah Hubbard, Charles Miller, Samuel Richards.

Captains unfit for duty: Abel Pettibone, Jedediah Hyde,
Ezekiel Scott, Ebenezer Sumner, Samuel Wright, Amasa
Mills.

First Lieutenants unfit for duty: Nathaniel Humphreys,
Robert Warner, Stephen Goodrich.

Second Lieutenants unfit for duty: Benjamin Adams,
Charles Butler.

Ensign unfit for duty: Thomas Phelps.
Henry Champion, Adjutant, present, fit for duty.
Simeon Belding, Quartermaster, present, fit for duty.
Nathan Strong, Chaplain, sick, absent.
Ebenezer Beardsly, Surgeon, on furlough.
John R. Watrous, Surgeon's Mate, at the Hospital in the

Jerseys.
Marcus Cole, a First Lieutenant, Assistant Engineer.
Ensign Pownal Deming in the Commissary business.
N. B. Captain Sumner, on furlough; Captain Pettibone,

sick, absent; Nathaniel Humphreys, a First Lieutenant,
and Charles Butler, a Second Lieutenan.t, and Ensign
Thomas Phelps, sick, absent.

HEZA. HOLDRIDGE, Major.
October 4, 1776,

A Return of the names of the Commissioned and Staff
Officers in the Twenty-First Regiment, and the respective
duties, commands and places they are in.

Jonathan Ward, Colonel; present, fit for duty.
Benjamin Tupper, Lieutenant.Colonel; on command.
James Mellen, Major; present, fit for duty.
William King, Captain; sick, absent.
Job Alverd, First Lieutenant; present, fit for duty.
WiIJiam Watson, Second Lieutenant; present, fit for duty.
Simeon Hurlbut, Ensign; sick present.
Daniel Barnes, Captain; present, fit for duty.
William Boyd, First Lieutenant; Quartermaster.
J ames Hart, Second Lieutenant; Adjutant.
Henry Brigham, Ensign; present, fit for duty.
Jonathan Allen, Captain; on a General Court-Martial
Joshua Benson, First Lieutenant; sick, absent.
Jacob Pope, Second Lieutenant; Ranging party.
Elihu Root, Ensign; present, fit for duty.
Earl Clapp, Captain; on command.
Jesse Stertevant, First Lieutenant; on command.
George Dunham, Second Lieutenant; on command.
Samuel Eldred, Ensign; on command.
Samuel Bartlet, Captain; purchasing clothes for the Regi-

ment.
Samuel Allen, First Lieutenant; present, fit for duty.
William Ashley, Second Lieutenant; sick, present.
Vacant, Ensign.
Ephraim Burr, Captain; on command.
Elihu Lyman, First Lieutenant; present, fit for duty.
Obadiah Mann, Second LieUtenant; sick, absent.
John Kennedy, Ensign; on guard.
Vacant, Captain.
Ebenezer Cleveland, First Lieutenant; present, fit for duty.
Baxter How, Second Lieutenant; sick, absent.
Jonatban Champney, Ensign; sick, present.
Vacant, Captain.
Nahum Ward, First Lieutenant; present, fit for duty.
Samuel Shelden, Second Lieutenant; sick, absen~.
Samuel Clamin, Ensign; sick, present.
Ebenezer Cleveland, Chaplain; on furlough.
James Hart, Adjutant; present, fit for duty.
William Boyd, Quartermaster; present, fit for present.
Elihu Wright, Surgeon; sick, absent.
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ABSENT OFFICERS, BY LEAVE OF COLONEL HALLER.

NAMES AND RANK.
I

Since what
For what time.

[

Fur, what reason.time.

Nieholas ?roun, Ensign in 10th Sept. To return asSick]y, and un-
Capt. HIester's Com8any soon as welL fit for duty.

John King, Lieut. in apt. 20th Sept. Twelve days. ~isfamilr being
Doucr]ass's Company.... In great dIstress.

Paul Kerb~r, Quartermas-26th Sept. No time limit-Recruiting at
tel' and LIeutenant. . . . . . ed.......... Amboy.
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- Whiton, Surgeon's Mate; present, fit for duty.
John Porter, Paymaster; present, fit for duty.

Per J. HART,Adjutant.
Westchester, October the 4th, 1776.

Return oj Commissioned Ojficers belongin/f,.to the Seven-
teenth Regiment, in camp, fit for duty, Vet. 4, 1776.

Jed. Huntington, Colonel, Lieut. Eben. Perkins,
Capt. Abraham Tyler, Lieut. Simeon Newill,
Lieut. Simeon Huntington, Lieut. Jona. Humphry,
Lieut. Abraham Wright, Ensign Joshua Tracy,
Lieut. John Harris, Ensign Elisha Brewster.

JED. HUNTINGTON, Colonel.

N. B. One sub. doing Adjutant's duty. One sub. doing
Quartermaster's duty.

Return of Officers absent in the Seventeenth Regiment;
commanded by Calond JED. HUNTINGTON,Esq.

JED. HUNTINGTON,

Camp, King's Bridge, October 5, 1776.

* Gone into the country to purchase blankets.

Colonel.

Return afthe names of the Ojficers,fit and unfit for duty, in
Colonel FORMAN'S Battalion, October, 51776.

OFFICERS FIT FOR DUTY.

1. Ralph Mash, First Lieutenant, - - ~. C
David Edgar, Second Lieutenant, - SIn amp.

2. Robert Nixon, First Lieutenant, - ~. CJames Patten, Ensign, SIII amp.

3. Jacob Seaburn, Ensign, in Camp.
4. Tunis Vendervier, First Lieutenant,

~

Elisha Wahon, Secol1d Lieutenant, in Camp.
John Walton, Ensign, -.

5. John Mesorall, First Lieutenant,
}

.
CJ D E . In amp.

ames ay, nS1gn,-
6. Gilbert Longstreet, First Lieutenant, on furlough.
7. John Burrows, Captain, - -

}
Jonathan Forman, First Lieutenant, . C 'Jacob Tice, SecondLieutenant, In amp.
Jonathan Holmes,Ensign,

8. John Brindley, First Lieutenant, -

~

James Green, Second Lieu1:enant, - in Camp.
John Eaton, Ensign, -

UNFIT FOR DUTY.

1. Thomas Hadden, Captain, - -
} S

.
k bJohn Martin Ensign _ IC a sent., ,

2. VincentWetherill,Captain,- _ ~ .,

John Kinnan, Second Lieutenant, _ S
SICk absent.

3. John Webster, Captain, - - - _

~

.cob Martin, First Lieutenant,-- Sick absent.
Hugh Dunn, Second Lieutenant,

4. John Henderson, Captain, - - Sick absent.

5. Captain Gordon, promoted to Brigade-Major.
Joseph Skehan, Second Lieutenant, sick in Hospital.

6. Peter Wikoff, Captain, - - Sick absent.
Ephraim Ji~kins, S~cond Lieutenant, l S. .
John Hutchms, En~lgn, _ _ _ _ 5 Ick III Camp.

8. Abraham Woolley, Captain, - Sick absent.

A true state of Colone] Forman's Regiment of Officers.
SAM.F. PARKER,ltlqjor.

,
A list of the Field Officers in the Brigade under the com-

mand of Brig. Gen. W ADSWOR'l'H"Oct. 3, 1716.
Colonel Silliman.
Lieut. Colonel Chandler, October 6th, taken sick this day.
Major Mead.

.

Colonel Bradley, - at Bergen.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hobby, - do.
.MajorDimon, - - - - do.
ColonelGay, - Dead.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hart, Captivated.
Major .Mott.
Colonel Sage.
Lieutenant-Colonel Russell.
Major Buell.
Colonel Seldon, -
Lieutenant-Colonel Lattimore.
Major Cleft,
Colonel Doualass.
Lieutenant-C~lonel Arnold.
Major Porter, -
Colonel Chester, -
Lieutenant-Co]onelWills, -
.MajorRiply, -

Captivated.

on the Works.

Captivated.

at Eastchester.
do.
do.

JAJ\IES WADSWORTH, Brigadier-General.

A Return of Ojficers in Colonel HALLER'SBattalion.

HENRY HALLER, Colonel.
October 5, 1776.

Return of the o.tJicers of the Second Battalion PENNSYL-
vANIARifle Reg£ment, October 4, 1776.

PRESENT FIT FOR DUTY.

Major John Patton. Capt. Peter Grubb.
Capt. John Murray. Capt. Henry Christ.
Capt. Jno. Marshall.
1st Lt. B. Bowen.
2d Lt. Robt. Burns.
2d Lt. Jacob Maise.
Adjutant Bowen.
Quartermaster Power.

SICK PRESENT.

Lt. Colonel Brodhead. 1st Lt. Jno. Carpenter.
1st Lt. Jl1o. Clark. 2d Lt. Jas. Hamilton.

3d Lt. Abm. Smith.
3d Lt. Abner Davis.
3d Lt. Wm. Brown.
Surgeon Rieger.

SICK A'BSEr."T.

3d Lt. Stephen Hanna.
3d Lt. Wm. Moore.

1st Lt. Jno. Stoner.
3d Lt. Robt. Campble.

ON COMMAND AFTER DESERTERS.

Captain J.no. Erwin.
2d Lieutenant Thomas Gourley.

Surgeon's Mate Buck, tending sick absent.
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Sick, absent, - - - - - - - 2 1 1 31 1 - 1
Gone to provideclothing, - - - - - 1 1 - - -
On commandwith the sick, - - 1 - - - - - -
Dicharged, - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 -
Missing, - - - - - - - - - 2 2 - - - -

879 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 880

A Return of the names of the Officers in Colonel SEI,-
DEN'SRegiment, that are noUlin camp,that are fit for
duty and unfit for duty.

Lieutenant-Colonel, Jonathan Latimer.
Major, Waterman Cleft.
1st Company: Captain, Abel Sprier.

Second Lieutenant, Park Avery.
Ensign, Jabez Smith.

2d Company: First Lieutenant, ~acob J?e Witt.
3d Company: First Lieutenant, Elijah Wade, Adjutant.
. Second Lieutenant, William Raymond.

Ensign, David Bill.
4th Company: Captain, Eliphalett Holmes, sick, in camp.

First Lieutenant, Isaac Spencer.
5th Company: Captain, William Belcher.

Ensign, Asa Story.
6th Company: Captain, Elisha Chapman.

First Lieutenant, John Hart.
Second Lieutenant, Job Wright.

7th Company: Ensign, Richard Douglass, Quartermaster.
8th Company: Captain, Ebenezer Witter.

First Lieutenant, Elias S. Palmer.
Second Lieutenant, Joseph Smith.

J aNA.LATIMER,Lieutenant- Colonel.

Names of Officers of the Fifth PENNSYLVANIABattalion,
commanded by Colonel ROBERT MAGAW,fit and unfit
for duty, October 4, 1776.

Captains fit for duty: John Beaty, John Miller, Christopher
Stuart, John Sphon, Peter Decker, John Richardson.

First Lieutenants fit for duty: John Lawrence, Robert
Wilkins, John Morgan, Charles Phile, John Helm.

Second Lieutenants fit fOl'duty: Thomas Janney, Richard
Collier, John Finley, William Standley, John Rudolph,
Andrew Dover, Edward Young.

Ensigns fit for duty: John Savage, Isaac Vanhorne, James
Maloy, Edward Hovendon, William Dement, Reading
Beaty.

Captains unfit for duty: Samuel Benezett, sick, absent;
Nathaniel Vansandt.

First Lieutenants unfit for duty: John Priestley, Richard
Seward, sick, absent.

Second Lieutenant unfit for duty: William Crawford, sick,
absent.

Ensigns unfit for duty: John Gansell, James Gibbons, sick,
absent.

FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS FIT AND UNFIT FOR DUTY.

Present, fit for duty: Colonel Robert Magaw, Major
George Neagle, Adjutant William Dement, Quarter-
master Richard Collier, Doctor James McKenry.

Unfit for duty: Doctor Hole. . _

On furlough: Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Penrose, at Phil-
adelphia; Doctor John Lynd, D. D.

A Return of the Officers of the First Battalion of the
PENNSYLVANIA.Rifle Regiment, October4, 1776.

Present, fit for duty: Captain Albright, Captain Shade,
Captain Weitzel, Second Lieut. Robb, Second Lieut.
Finley, Second Lieut. Bnyde, Third Lieut. Stake, Third
Lieut. Grant, Third Lieut. Homes, Third Lieut. Hargus,
Third Lieut, McGowan.

On command: First Lieut. Moore, First Lieut. Thompson.
Sick, present: Lieutenant-Colonel Broadhead.
Sick, absent: Captain Farmer.
Captain Long, absent without leave.
Staff Officers present: Adjutant McGowan, Quartermaster

Swiler, Chaplain Mr. Rogers.
A LIST OF THE OFFICERS SICK.

Captain Leonard Deakins.
Captain Meroney, on furlough.
Second Lieutenant John Courts Jones.
Ensign David Linn.
First Lieutenant Moses Chaplain.
Ensign Nathan Williams.
First Lieutenant Greenberry Gaither.
Second Lieutenant Richard Anderson.

October 4, 1776.
Adj't BAYLY.

Return of Officers of late Colonel SELDEN'SRegiment,
October 4, 1776,

.

N. B. One Captain sick, present.
ELISHAWADE,Adjutant.

A list of the names of the within-mentioned persons:
Capt. JoshuaHuntington, - Sick,absent.
Capt. Elijah Bingham, - - - Sick, absent.
Capt. RichardDejhon, - - - Withthe sick.
First Lieut. Jonathan Palmer, - Sick, absent.
Second Lieut. Isaac W. Stanton, Sick, absent.
Ensign Nathaniel Jones, - - - Sick, absent.
Ensign John Williams, - - -. Sic~, absent.
Ensign Jonah Brainard, - - - Sick, absent.
Reverend Thomas Brockway, - Sick, absent.
Elias Norton, Surgeon's Mate, - Sick, absent.
Gibeon Jewiu, Surgeon, - :. - Discharged.
SecondLieut. John Hallam, - - Gone afterclothing.
Ensign Charles Faning, Gone afterclothes.
First Lieut. Jonathan Bruster,

}
First Lieut. John Comstock, - l\1"
Second Lieut. Charles Williams,

Issmg.

Second Lieut. John Wheatley,
The above mlssmg were killed or taken on the 15th

September.

A List of the Officers' Names, in Camp, belonging to Col.
WILLIAM DOUGLASS'SRegiment, October 4,1776.

FIT FOR DUTY.

Lieutenant Hine.
Lieutenant Potter.
Lieutenant Bronson.
Lieutenant Humaston.
Lieutenant F;u\ler.
Ensign Beach.
Ensign Hitchcock.
Mr. Trumbull, Chaplain.
Adjutant Barker.

Colonel Douglass.
Lieut. Colonel Arnold.
Captain Johnson.
Captain Prentice.
Lieutenant Parsons.
Lieutenant Baldwin.
Lieutenant Bryant.
Lieutenant Warner.
Lieutenant Mansfield.
Lieutenant Hart.

.

UNFIT FOR DUTY.

Captain Higgins. Ensign Norton.
Lieutenant Arnold. Doctor Potter, Surgeon.

A Return of the Officers that are absent in Colonel JONA-
THAN SMITH'S Regiment, October 4, 1776.

Capt. Jonathan Houghton,.- (. S' k K"' B'd
.

Capt. Samuel Sawyer, _ _ S IC ,over mg s rJ ge.

Capt. Aaron Rowley, - - -

~
Fit'st Lieut. Ebenezer Bennet, Sick, on the Jersey side.
Ensign John Stocking,
First Lieut. Ebenezer Cook, - ')
First Lieut. Salmon Godfrey, -
Second Lieut. Benjamin Wilson,
Second Lieut. Ebenezer Newell, Sick, over the Bridge.
First Lieut. Ebenezer Colburn,
Ensign Elijah Browner,
First Mate Jonas Prescott,

C t O\' R t 5At Horse Neck, takinO'
ap . Iver 00, - - - -

l care of the sick.
0

First Lieut, Ebenezer Inglesbee, l Gone into the cou~try
Second Lieut. George Sloan, - S after clothing.

ROBERT LONGLEY,Lieut. Colonel.

Return of Colonel CADW.ALADER'S Officers, o/c.

1. Captain West, - - - On command to Philadelphia.
2. Captain(haydon, - - Fit forduty.
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3. CaptainLenox, . - Fit forduty.
4. CaptainByles,- Notfit.
5. CaptainHubJey, - Fit forduty.
6. Ca ptain Da venport, Taken prisoner at New- York.
7. Captain Edwards, - - Fit for duty.
8. Captain Tudor,- - - Fit for duty.
]. Lieutenant Knox, - Not fit.
2. Lieutenant Broadhead, Fit for duty.
3. Lieutenant Bettin, - Fit for duty.
4. Lieutenant Davidson,- Absent at Philad'a by leave.
5. LieutenantTilton, - - Fit forduty.
6. Lieutenant Bicker, Adjutant, fit for duty.
7. Lieutenant Duguid, - Fit for duty.
8. One First Lieutenant wanting.
1. Lieutenant Forrist, Fit for duty.
2. Lieutenant Conneley, - Not fit.
3. Lieutenant Woodside, - Fit; absent with the sick.
4. Lieutenant Bickel', Jun., Fit for duty.
5. Lieutenant Armitage, - Fit for duty.
6. Lieutenant Hunter, Not fit.
7. Lieutenant Westcoat, - Fit for duty.
8. Lieutenant Stout, - - Fit forduty.
1. EnsignOld, - Not fit.
2. Ensign :Mclntire, - Fit forduty.
3. Ensi<TnShriver,- Not fit; absent at Philadel'a.
4. Ensign Dover - - - Fit forduty.
5. Ensign Stediford,and Quartermaster,fit forduty.
6. Ensign Chickley, - - Not fit.
7. Ensign Weaver, Fit for duty.
8. Ensign Graydon, - Fit forduty.

LAMBERT CADWALADER.

Return of the Names of the Commissioned Officers and the
C071missionsthey bear in the Continental Army, now in
Colonel WILLIAMPRESCOTT'SRl'giment.

Captain Hugh Maxwell.
Captain John Nutting.
Captain Joseph Morse, - -
Captain Samuel Darby, - -
Captain Jonathan Nowell,
Captain Samuel Patch.
Captain Samuel Gilbert,
Captain Joseph Moors, -
First Lieut. Zacheus Walker.
First Lieut. Joshua Broun.
First Lieut. BenjaminProun, - Sick, absent.
First Lieul. John Williams, - - - - Sick, absent.
First Lieut. Ebenezer Woods.
First Lieut. Elezer Spalding, -
First Lieut. Thomas Nowell.
First Lieut. Joseph Gilbert,
Second Lieut. George Marsdin.
Second Lieut. Joseph Baker, -
Second Lieut. Isack Dodge,
Second Lieut. Nathaniel Sewtle.
Second Lieut. Benjamin Ball.
Second Lieut. Jeddiah Sanger,
Second Lieut. Edmond Bancroft.
Ensign Simeon Lord.
Ensign William Taylor.
Ensign Samuel Nason.
Ensign Obadiah Whetherell, -
Ensign Samuel Lawrence,
Ensign Joseph Sbead, - - -
Ensign Ephraim Proctor,

George Marsdin, Adjutant.
Samuel Nason, Quartermaster.

Cook,Chaplain, - - - -
John Hart, Surgeon,

Bacon, 'Mate,

Sick, present.
On command.
Sick, absent.

Sick, absent.
Sick, absent.

Sick, present.

Sick, absent.

Sick, absent.
Sick, absent,

Sick, present.

- Sick, present.
On command.
Sick, absent.
Sick, absent.

Sick, presenl.
Sick, present.
On command
in the Jerseys.

WILLIAM PRESCOTT.
October 4, 1776.

COLONEL HASLET TO THOMAS RODNEY.

Camp at Mount Washington, October 4,1776.

On Sunday, the 25th of August last, my regiment was
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II. 56

ordered to Long-Island, in Lord Stirling's brigade, com-
posed mostly of the Southern troops, by whom we were
much caressed, and highly complimented on our appearance
and dexterity in the military exercise and manreuvl'es. On
Tuesday, the 27th, his brigade, consisting of five regiments,
and a few of S,'ullivan's, not exceeding five thousand men,
were ordered to advance beyond the lines and repulse the
enemy. To oppose this small hand were seventeen thou-
sand tegulars, much better furnished with field-pieces and
every other military appointment than we. Seveml of the
regiments were broken and dispersed soon after the first onset.
The Delawares and Marylanders stood firm to the last; and,
after a variety of skirmishing, tbe Delawares drew up on the
side of a hill, and stood upwards of four hours, with a firm,
determined countenance, in close array, tbeir colours flying,
the enemy's artillery playing on them all the while, not
daring to advance and attack them, though six times their
number, and nearly surrounding them. Nor did they think
of quitting their station till an express order ti'om the General
commanded their retreat through a marsh and over a creek,
the only opening len, which they effected in good order,
with the loss of one man drowned in passing. The Dela-
wares alone had the honour of bringing off twenty-three
pnson ers.

I must also do Colonel Smallwood'sbattalionthe justice
to say, that the spirited attack made by them on the enemy,
at the time the" Delawares and themselves were retreating,
greatly facilitated the escape of both. Twenty-seven of
the Delawaresnext morningweremissing. In tbat number
were Lieutenants Stewart and Harney; the ]atter a pri-
soner, the other not yet heard of. MajorMc Donough was
wounded in the knee; a ball passed through the sleeveof
his coat without wounding the arm or his body. Lieu.te-
nant Anderson had a ball lodged in his throat; Lieutenant
Corn a ball still in his back; they are recovered. "The
standard was torn with shot in Ensign Stephens's hand, who
is now in his element, and a most excellent officer. Such is
our fate. The Delaware battalion, officers and men, are
respected throughout this army. We are now in General
Mijflin's brigade, who a few days since was appointed
Quartermaster-General, and by special order we encamp
on the lines, near the General's bouse. In the retreat from
Long-Island, which was conducted with great prudence,
Colonels Shee, Swallwood, Hand, and some others I do
not recollect, were called into Council, and requested to
take tbe defence of the lines upon us, while the main body
of the army crossed the East River to New- York, which
was accepted; and last of all crossed ourselves, thank God,
in safety.

Proceedings of a Court-Martial held the 4th day of Octo-
ber, 1776, at MOUNTWASHrNGTON,at the BLUE-BELL,
for the trial of ltlr. CHAMPNEY,Wagonmaster-General,
arrested by Dr. MARTIN,viz:

Major Samuel F. Parker, President.
Members.

Captain Congleton,
Captain J. Anderson,
Lieutenant Pearson.

.
Captain Luce,
Captain VanclieJ,
Captain Houton,
Captain G. Anderson,

Tbe aforesaid Mr. Champney being anested for abusing
Dr. ltlartin, the Court after bearing the parties, and duly
examining the evidences on 'both sides, are of opinion that
Mr. Champney is not guilty of a breach of any of the articles
of war of the United States of America, and ought to be
acquitted,and do tbereforeacquit bim accordingly.

SAM'LF. PARKER,President.
I approve of the above sentence, and order Mr. Champ-

ney to be discharged from his arrest.
PHILrp V. CORTLANDT,

Colonel, acting Brigadier-General.

GENERAL HEATH TO CAPTAIN STEWART.

King's Bridge, October 4, 1776.

SIR: You will take into yoU!' custody one Justice Pal-
mer, Mr. Read, and Mr. Underhill, now confined at the

main guard, on suspicion of being unfriendly to the State
of America. You are carefully to conduct them to the
town of Fishkill, and deliver them to the Convention of
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COLONEL SETH WARNER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 15. 1776.]

Albany, October 4, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to directions from Congress, I have
waited on the Commissioners for liquidating accounts in the
Northern department, and presented them my petitions,
which were 'referred to their consideration. To my sur-
prise they inform me they are not instructed, and do not
consider themselves authorized to act on the matter, by
which means I am again disappointed of settlement of my
accounts. The repeated delays I have met with are a great
prejudice to the raising the new regiment for which I have
orders. Some of the men who ,-,"erein service the last win-
ter's campaign are in great necessity for their pay. It is
really surprising that an order interdicting my pay should be
given, without any particular crime alleged or any return
made to Congress of mal-conduct in me; more surprising
still that I cannot be remedied at this distant day. Mr.
Chase and Mr. Carroll are the persons who desired General
Schuyler to give the order respecting me. They can, per-
haps, explain their intentions. Let me entreat Congress
that this matter may be brought to an issue, that I may be
punished or acquitted for any supposed crimes, and that my
people may no longer be delayed their pay which may be
justly due to them, however culpable I may ha\'e bee~ in
my own conduct. Captain Hopkins and Captain Brown-

WILLIAMMILLERTOCAPTAINOSBORNE. son beg that their petition exhibited to Congress may be
Harrison Precinct, October 4, 1776. . referred to the Board of Commissioners, or some resolution

SIR: I re?eived an order from a Com~ittee appointed by be passed thereon, and they .informed of it. .
the .Conventlon, fo~the purpose of defeatIng all conspiracies I have the honour to be, SIr,your most obedient and very
agaillst the States, In whIch I was told that you had informed humble servant,
them of two companies raising; and I was ordered and SETH WARNEll..
empowered to call. on Captain Delava~ to take them. In To the Hon. John lIancock, Esq., Pre&,identof the Conti-
consequence of which I wrote to Cap tam Delava1~ to hold nental Congress, Philadelphia.

this State. The Light-Horsemen are to return immedi-
ately. You may then proceed yourself to the Nine Part-
ners, from whence you are to return to this place on Wed-
ne$day next. W H Ji,f". G 1. EATH,lUOjOr- enera.
To Captain William Stewart.

GENERAL COURT-MARTIAl"

Proceedin{fs of a General Court-Martial held in Major-
General HE:ATH'SDivision, October 4, 1776, whereof
Colonel LASHERis President.
Ensign Benjamin Snow, of Colonel Sargent's Regiment,

confined by Colonel Sargent for leaving his guard when on
duty, and absenting himself from camp without leave.

The prisoner pleads, "Not Guilty."
The following evidences after being sworn, deposed as

.
foHows:

Lieutenant Dustin, deposes: That Ensign Snow came
to his tent, and told him that he had some friends he wanted
to visit, and asked him to go with him. I asked him
whether be was not on guard. He said he was, but had
got an officer to take his place. We went away about
three o'clock, P. M., and came back about dark. \Ve went
about two miles from camp. It was a chance whether we
could hear the drums if they b,eat to arms in our camp.

Sergeant Mclnties: I was Sergeant of the guard with
Ensign Snow. He told me he was going a little way, and
if any thing happened, I should apply to Ensign Fisk.
While the Ensign was absent the Arljutant came, and find-
ing no officer, put one in bis room. The Ensign came back
about seven o'clock.

Captain TVyleys: I heard Ensign Snow ask Ensign
Fisk to take the guard. He told him he was tOOunwell;
but if any thing happened, and the Sergeant came, he would
go with the Ensign. I told him he took too great-

PRISONER'S DEFENCE.

Lieutenant Wyleys: The Ensign came to Ensign Fisk,
and asked him to take his place. He said he was unwe]J ;
but if any thing happened he would go to the guard. The
distance from the guard-bouse and Ensign Fisk's tent is
about seven or eight rods. It has been the pl'3ctice in our
regiment to~take an officer's place in tbis manner. It was
a Brigade guard.

The Court upon mature consideration, adjudge the pri-
soner to be not guilty of the charge laid against him, and
order him to be released.
Approved: JOHN LASHER, Presti.

NOTIFICATION TO CALL A TOWN MEETING.

To notify the freeholders of the inhabitants of this town
to meet at the dwelling-house of .Mr. Jonas Whitneys, on
the 15th of October, current, at twelve o'clock in the after-
noon:

To choose a Moderator to order said meeting to consider
the contents of a letter from the Chairman of the Commit-
tee of this County, directed to the sub-Committee of this
town, requesting to know the mind of this town on account
of revolting from New- York. .

To bear the report of Captain Whitmore from the Con-
vention at Dorsett.

This above being requested by the Committee of this
town to me, I do hereby appoint the time and place as
aforesaid.

Dated at New-Marlbrough, Cumberland County, New-
York, October 4th, 1176.

WILLIAMMATHER,Town Clerk.

This notification was taken from the tin of a publick
house at New-~Iarlborough by me. JOHNTAYLOR.

himself in readiness, and at the same time wrote to you for
further information, which to my grief and surprise I have
not received.

I hereby acquaint you I have since received an order
more urgent for detecting them and others, and am empow-
ered to call out any part of the Militia to my assistance.
By virtue of which order I now send to you, desiring you
wiII advise with the bearer, who may be confided in, and
will give you all the assistance in his power.

I have sent him also to Captain Delavan, with a request
for him to advise and assist YOllin taking up all the conspi.
rators. I would inform you that this night we are to strike
below, and hope you will at the same time; and be S\.lreto
send a guard to the bridge. Ollr rendezvous is intended at
Stephen Davenport's, in North- Castle, where you may send
at any time. Your compliance with the above may do
great service, and much oblige the Convention and your
humble servant,

WILLIAM MILLER.
To Captain Joseph OsbQrn.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO THE PRESIDEN'r OF CONGRESS.
[Read October 8, 1776.]

In Convention of the Representatives of the State of New-York, ).
Fishkill, October4. 1776. 5

SIR: Tbis Convention have had the pleasure of receiv-
ing information through their Delegates that a resolution
has .passed the honolll'able Congress of tbe United States of
America, for advancing to this State one hundred thousand
doBal'S.

They are highly sensible of this seasonable relief, which
amidst a ct'Owd of difficulties and accumulating expenses,
may enable them to support the publick cl'edit, alleviate the
sufferings of their leBow-citizens, and contiuue their strenuous
exertions in the common cause.

They have, sir, directed me to present in the most respect-
able terms, their thanks to the honourable Congress for this
fresh instance of their confidence and regard; which I beg
you will be pleased to communicate.

I have tbe honoUl' to be, with the utmost regard, your
most obedient, and very humble servant,

PETER R. LIVINGSTON,President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con-
gress of the United States of America.
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GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.
Tyonderoga, October 4, ]776.

DEARGENERAL:Last night I received your letter of the
1st instant, with a copy of General Washington's letter of
the 27th ult., with the paper of intelligence therein enclosed.
I am convinced that paper contained such information as
the enemy wished him (as he very sensibly suspects) to
lJelieve; but it is our business to act as if the intelligence
was strictly true. By my last return you wiJI clearly see
one-half of this army are sick; one-third of the other half
are feeble, or poorly. I can, therefore, spare no men from
hence. I conclude you will, of course, comply with my
request, and immediately order Colonel Dayton's regiment
to Fort George. When they have done what may be
expected from them there, they will be ordered to compose
part of the winter garrison at this post.

Yesterday I received a letter from General Arnold, of
the 1st instant. All then well with the fleet, and my appre-
hensions from the storm perfectly quieted.

Enclosed I send you the examination of Sergeant Stiles,
lately returned from a scout towards Isle-aux-Noix. This
will confirm my opinion of the impropriety of parting with
any troops from hence at 'this critical juncture, as you may
easi]y furnish the two hundred men wanted for winter gar-
rison at Fort Stanwix from the troops on Mohawk river;
and, as it is not possible an attack can this winter happen
in that quarter, no good reason can retard the immediate
march of Colonel Dayton's regiment to Fort George. I am
astonished the enemy have given our army sa much time to
strengthen tbemselves at King's Bridge. I bope Howe,
like many abler Generals, bas missed his opportunity.

This will be delivered to you by the Rev. MI'. Gordon,
a particular friend of mine, and a gentleman in whose ac-
quaintance you will receive a singular pleasure.

1 am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
.

Ho. GATES.
To General &huyler.

GENERAL GATES TO JOHN CARTER.

Ticonderoga, October 4, 1776.

SIR: I wrote some time ago to Major-General Schuyler,
to desire he would signify to the gentlemen commissioned
by the most honourable the Congress of the United States
of America, for adjusting and comptrolling tbe accounts of
the army in the Northern department, tbat their presence
was necessary at this post. Since tben I am informed that
you and your brethren in office conceive you are, by your
instructions, confined to the limits of Albany. I again re-
quest your presence here, and should wish you would, with-
out further application, come to Ticonderoga. If that
request is not complied with, I shall be under tbe necessity
of acquainting Congress that their order is wanting to bring
you here.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
Ho. GUES.

To John Carter, Esq., one of the Commissioners of Publick
Accounts, at Albany.

MIDl>LETOWN (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE.

In Committee ofInspection, Midd]etown, ~
October 4, 1776. 5

Reuben Plum appeared upon a citation and complaint
before this Committee, for acting and speaking at diverse
times against the liberties of America. The citation was
read, to which he pleaded, "Not guilty." Many evidences
were examine'd and heard on the matters of said citation or
complaint, and the said Plum was likewise heard through,
and the same being fully considered, it was fully proved,
and appears:

1. That said Plum hath cursed particular members of
the honourable Continental Congress, and villifiedand tra-
duced the w~bolebody.

2. That be hath not only refused to do his duty as an
officer of the :Militia, when commanded by his superiour
officer, but discouraged others from engaging in the service
of tbeir country, and villified and imprecated mischiefs on
those that did.

3. That he hath termed the resistance made by the
United States of America, against tyranny and oppression,

"a damned cause," and in thA bitterest terms reviled the
same, and wished and prayed they may be subdued by their
enemies. .

4. That he hath declared himself a Tory, understanding
and eXplaining himself to mean by said term, an enemy to
the United States of America.

Whereupon it is Resolved, by this Committee, That said
Reuben Plum appears to be, and is an enemy to the United
Independent States of America, and that he be held up and
published to the world as such. And all persons are
required to break off and decline all dealings and correspon-
dence with him.

Voted, Nemine contradicente.
A true extract from the Records.

Test: BENJAMtNHENSHAW,Clerk.

New-London, Friday, October 4,1776.

Last Lord's day se'nnight Captain Rowe, with a party of .

men, landed at a place called the Old Man's, near Brook-
haven, on Long-Island, in order to remove his family from
Corum Main, where he met one Richard "ft'liller,a native
of East-Hampton, who had taken a commission under Gen-
eral Howe, and was inlisting men for the regular army, and
as he was riding by Captain Rowe's door, where a sentry
was place_d,"ft'Iillerwas bailed and ordered to stop, which
he refused to do, and rode the faster, and after being
repeatedly called upon to stop, and he not regarding, the
guard fired at him, when a ball entered his body, and he
died the next morning.

Last Wednesday a prize ship from Jamaica, bound to
London, was sent into port by tbe armed brig Defence, be-
longing to the State of Connecticut,commanded by Captain
Seth Harding; she sailed from Montego bay in company
with two hundred sail, under convoy of two men-of-war,
who had parted with tbem and returned into port. Her
cargo consists of three hundred and six hogsheads of sugar,
one hundred and fifty-eight hogsheads of rum, sixteen bales
of cotton, a quantity of coffee and mahogany, and bas two
turtle on board. Sbe is about three hundred tons, called
the John, McDonald master, was taken twelve days ago.
An embargo being laid on tbe shipping in Jamaica, on
account of the insurrection among the negroes for want of
provisions, detained the above fleet, who, when they sailed,
were at short allowance of provisions.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL WAUl>.

Watertown, Octoher 4,1776.

SIR: We have received your favour of the 30th Septem-
ber, relative to tbe cannon removed from the heights on
Dorchester Point. They were remo.ved by the Committee
for fortifying tbe barbour of Boston, and the Council, agree-
able to your desire, have directed the said Committee with-
out delay to supply the forts from which they have taken
any cannon with others as good in their room. We agree
with,you that the heights of Dorchester are important posts,
and ought not to be left destitute of proper ordnance.

The. Council apprehending that it is absolutely neces-
sary for the keeping up good order and regular discipline
among the three regiments raised for the defence of this
State to put them under some General officer, and being
also convinced of the utility and vast importance of the
troops stationed bere in the pay of the Continent, and those
in the pay of this State, being under one and tbe same di-
rection, in order to mak~ a regular and effectual stand against
the enemy, in case of an attack in these parts, we have
thought fit to put the three regiments before mentioned under
your direction, and have issned an order for that purpose, a
copy of wbich you have, enclosed. We bope this measure
will be agreeable to your Honour, and that you for the ser-
vice of the common cause will take these troops under your
command and direction.

In the name and behalf of the Council, I am, with great
respect, your most humble servant.
To Major-General Ward.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

[No. 201.] Annapolis, October 5, 1776.

SIR: W~ desire you will purchase and have ready as

...
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soon as possible, on account of this Province, nine hundred
barrels of supcrone flour, and twenty hogsheads tobacco.
The tobacco and three hundred and fifty barrels of the flour
must be put on board of the schooner Resolution, and the
remainder of her cargo must be made up of the bread
belon"inD' to the Province , now at Your town. We shallo 0 .

~

send you some money by the first opportunity.
Weare, &c.

To 1\1r. Jesse Hollingsworth.

HARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO MESSRS. LUX ANDBOWLEY.
[No. 202.] Annapolis, October5, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: We have received your favour of the 1st

instant; and provided you will engage to begin making the
cordage for the armed vessels within ten days from this time,
and will continue in that business till a sufficient quantity is
supplied, we desire you will immediately come down and
contract with us for it; if you cannot; be pleased to signify
it to us by the first safe opportunity.

We are, &c.

To Messrs. Lux Sf Bowley.

PETITION TO THE CONVENTION OF MARYLAND. .

The humble Petition of a majority of Captain RICHARD
CHEW'S Company of Militia, belonging to Colonel JOHN
WEEMS'S Battalion:
These humble petitioners doth petition this honourable

house of ConventiOO for a new choice of commissioned
officers to serve under in the Militia, as they thinking them-
sel ves ill used by the present ones, for the reasons hereafter
mentioned: First, we do complain of an unfair' election for
a Second Lieutenant, on Friday, the 9th day of August
last: two judges being appointed to take down the votes,
and one of the candidates desiring to see the poll after it
was closed, was denied the sight of it, for which reason he
thoUD'ht himself ill used. Secondly, we can and are ready
whe~ called upon to prove our officers have ~een partial
in regard to fines upon the people for not attendmg on field
days, and offering to clear all their back fines, that would
vote for Mr. Richard Harrison to be Second Lieutenant.
And thirdly and lastly, we do complain of our Captain and
EnsiD'n speaking in publick company against the poor peo-
ple in general, as you do see in Mr. Gilbert Hamilton
Smith's form of deposition above mentioned.

Signed:
. his his

Hopewell X 'V ood, Lancelot ><Stallings,
mark. mark.

his his
Benj. X French, Wm. X Larkins,

mark. mark.
his his

Abra1). >< Turner, Samuel>< Hare,
mark. mark.

Joseph Birckhead. Richard Joice,
his his

Morgan ><Wood, Abrah. >< Janquay.
mark. mark.

Thomas Lance, his
Samuel Lewin, Wm. X Wood,

his mark.
John >< Wood, Lewis Stevens,

mark. John Birckhead,
his F. Birckhead, Jr.,

Basil>< Guess, Morgan Jones,
mark. his

Math. Birckhead, John X Griffith,
Richard Randall, mark.
Daniel Searles, WilJiam Fisher,
John Skinner, Robert Young.

And your humble petitioners will be in duty bound to
pray, &C.

October 5, 1776.

John Birckhead, Jr.,
Gilbert H. Smith,
Nehemiah Birckhead,
Gideon Shoemaker,

his
Tliomas X T\lrner,

mark.
Francis Whittington,
William 'Vhittin&:ton,
F. Whittington, Jr.,

his
Isaac X Tllcker,

mark.
his

Seaborn X Tucker,
mark.

his
William X Turner,

mark.
Francis Birckhead,
Nehemiah Birckhead,

of Saml.,
West Ward,

The form of a Deposition which ~fr. GILBERT HAMILTON
SMrrH is ready and willing to swear to if called upon.

ANNE ARUNDEL County:
This is to certify that I, Gilbert Hamilton Smith, of the

County above mentioned, heard Captain Richard Chew,of
the said County, say, that ria poor man was entitled to a
vote, and those that would insist upon voting, if he had his
way, should be put to death; and I do affirm also that I
heard his brother, Samuel Chew, say that a poor man was
not born to freedom, but to be a drudge on earth.

Given from under my hand in the presence of John
Birckhead, Jr., and Nehemiah Birckhead.

GILBERT HAMILTON SMITH.

GENERAL THOMPSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, October 5, 1776.

SIR: The wants of the prisoners being many, I procured
them credit with Mr. Truman, at Quebeck, for £630 9s.
8~d. Halifax, equal to £945 14s. 6!id. Pennsylvania
currency, for which I have received the following bills and
cash, viz :

Halifax.

- £335
Q 6!j

105 6 91
57 6 O~
40 0 1
]Q 3 4
8 13 9

63 3 10~
8 13 3

£630 9 8
Colonel Green took up for the use of the sick soldiers

belonging to the lVew-England Colonies, sundry articles
amounting to £6;3 3s. JO~d. Halifax, which he has not
included in.hisbill. Your Excellency will please to direct
whether it is to be charged to the poor soldiers or the
publick.

I have alsQdrawn fi\'e months' pay for the officers, and
three months' pay for the soldiers, betonging to the Penn-
sylvaniaand Jersey regiments,who havereturnedwith me
from Canada. I enclose the account, that stoppages may
he made in the regiments to which they belong.

I have made myself liable for the goods supplied by Mr.
Truman to Messrs. Meredith Sf Clymer, of this city, and
must request that you will order the bills to be paid, that I
may be released from that obligation.

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obedient
humble servant, WM.THOMPSON.

To His Excellency General Washington, King's Bridge.

Colonel Green's bill for -
Captain ~forgan's bill for
Captain Lamb's bill for
Messrs. NicholsSf Steers bill for
Doctor .McKenzie, cash, -
Mr. Duncan, cash,
Colonel Green, for the sick, (still due,)
Captain ~IcClean, cash, - - - - -

Philadelphia, Octoher 5, 1776.

Major-General Lee is daily expected in town from the
southward, on his way to the American camp, near New-
York.

~Monday last (September 30) arrived in this city, from the
American camp at lIaerlem, Brigadier-General Mijflin.

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

Philadelphia County Committee, October 5, 1776.

The inhabitants of the County of Philadelphia are hereby'
acquainted that each Township in the said County is, by
the allotment of the City Committee, entitled to the pro-
portion of between nine and ten bushels of the Salt belonD'-
ing to Joshua Fisher Sf Sons, and Joseph Shewel, at d~e
moderate price of three shillings for the fine, and seven and
sixpence for the coarse, per bushel. It is requested that
the County committee-man of each township will attend at
the Conestoge Wagon, on Friday, the 18th instant, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon, to receive the proportion allotted to
his township. And it is also expected that those townships
where no eommittee-man has hitherto been chosen, wiJl
appoint proper persons to give their attendance at the same
time and place, Cc)r the like purpose. Should any township
neglect applying on that day, its proportion will be divided
among the rest.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR HENRY.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, October 5,1776.

DEAR SIR : Yom' obliging favour of the QOth ultimo
came duly to hand, and demands my best acknowledg-
ments. I congratu]ate you, sir, most cordially, upon your
appointment to the Government,and,with no less sincerity,
on your late recovery. Your correspondence will confer
honour and satisfaction; and, whenever it is in my power, I
shall write to you with pleasure. Our retreat from Long-
Island, under the peculiar circumstances we then laboured,
became an act of prudence and necessity, and the evacua-
tion of New- York was a consequence resulting from the
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other. Indeed, after we discovered the enemy instead of
making an attack upon the city were endeavouring (by
means of their ships and superiour land force) either to in-
tercept our retreat, by getting in our rear, or else by landing
their forces between our divisions at King's Bridge and
those in the town, to separate the one from the otber, it
became a matter of the last importance to aJter the dispo-
sition of the army.

These measures, however, aJthough of the most evident
utiJity, have been productive of some inconvenience; tbe
troops having become in some measure dispirited by these
successive retreats, and which, I presume, has also been the
case among several of our friends in the country. In order
to recover that military ardour, wbich is of the utmost
moment to an army, almost immediately on my arrival at
this place I formed a design of cutting off some of the ene-
my's light troops, who, encouraged by their successes, had
advanced to the extremity of the high ground opposite to
our present encampment. To effect this salutary purpose,
Colonel Knowlton and Major Leitch were detached, with
parties of Riflemen and Rangers, to get in their rear, while
a disposition was made as if to attack them in front. By
some unhappy mistake, the fire was commenced from
that quarter rather on their flank than in their rear, by
which means, though the enemy were defeated and pushed
off the ground, yet they had an opportunity of retreating to
their main body. Tbis piece of success, though it tended
greatly to inspire our troops with confidence, has been in
some measure embittered by the loss of th~se two brave
officers, who are dead of the wounds they received in the
action. Since this skirmish, excepting the affair at Mon-
tresor's Island, where Major Henly, another of our best
officers, WIISslain, tbere has been nothing of any material
consequence. Indeed, the ad vantage obtained over the
enemy's light troops might have been improved, perhaps, to
a considerable extent, had we been in a proper situation to
have made use of this favourable crisis, but a want of confi-
dence in the generality of the troops has prevented me from
a'l'ailing myself of that, and almost every other opportunity
which has presented itself.

I own my fears that this must ever be the case when our
dependence is placed on men inlisted for a few months,
commanded by such officers as party or accident may have
furnished, and on Militia, wbo, as soon as they are fairly
fixed in the camp, are impatient to return to their own
homes; and who, from an utter disregard of all discipline
and restraint among themselves, are but .too apt to infuse the
like spirit into others. The evils of s"hort inlistments, and
employing militia to oppose against regular and well ap-
pointed troops, I strongly urged to Congress before the last
army was engaged. Indeed, my own situation at Cam-
bridge, about the close of the last campaign, furnished the
most striking example of the fatal tendency of such mea-'
sures. I then clearly foresaw that such an armament as we
had good reason to expect wonld be sent against us, could
be opposed only by troops inlisted during the war, and
where every action would add to their experience and im-
provement, and of whom, if they were unsuccessful in the
beginning, a reasonable hope might be entertained that in
time they would become as well acquainted with their busi-
ness as their enemies. This method, I am convinced,
would have been attended with every good consequence;
for, besides the Militia's being altogether unfit for the service
when caJled into the field, we have discovered, from expe-
rience, they are much more expensive than any other kind
of troops; and that the war could have been conducted
on more moderate terms, by establishing a permanent body
of forces, who were equal to every contingency, than by
calling in the Militia on imminent and pressing occasions.

I would not wish to influence your judgment with respect
to Militia, in the management of Indian affairs, as I am fully
persuaded the inhabitants of the frontier Counties in your
Colony are, from inclination as well as ability, peculiarly
adapted for that kind of warfare; at the same time I
should tbink it would be highly advisable, in case you
should conceive yourselves to be in danger from any detach-
ment from the British army, or from their marines, not to
depend on any troops but such as are well officered and
inlisted during the war.

I make no doubt but your State have turned their views
towards forming some obstacles against the enemy's ships

and tenders, who may go up your rivers in quest of provi-
sions, or for the purpose of destroying your towns. If they
have depended on batteries to prevent them, without any'
other obstructions, a trial of the matter has taught us to
believe it will be altogether ineffectual; as, when under
sail, with wind and tide in their favour, any damage they
may receive from a battery will be of very little conse-
quence. At the same time, I must observe, that this kind
of opposition is exceedingly proper for the defence of a
town, or in any case where it is necessary the ships should
eome to anchor before the batteries for the purpose of
silencing them. In the first instance, I would strongly
recommend row-galleys, which, if officered with brave and
determined men, and conducted with prudence, would, in
my opinion, be productive of the greatest advantage, and
be the most likely means, in your situation, of securing your
towns and houses on the navigable water from any impres-
sion of the shipping.

I imagine, before this, Congress has mad. you acquainted
with their resolutions for raising the new army, and that
your Colony is to furnish fifteen battalions, to be inlisted
during the war. As this will occasion the choosing a number
of new officers, I would in the most urgent manner, recom-
mend the utmost care and circumspection in your several
appointments. I do not expect that there are many expe-
rienced gentlemen now left with you, as, from what I have
understood, those who have served in the last war are chiefly
promoted; however, I am satisfied that the military spirit
runs so high in your Colony, and that the number of appli-
cants will be so considerable, that a very proper choice may
be made; indeed, the army's being put upon such a per-
manent footingwiJl be a strong inducement for them to step
forth on the present interesting occasion. One circumstance
in this important business ought to be cautiously guarded
against, and that is, the soldier and officer being too nearly
on a level. Discipline and subordination add life and
vigour to military movements. The person commanded
yields but a reluctant obedience to those he conceives are
undeservedly made his superiours. The degress of rank are
frequently transferred from civil life into the departments of
the army. The true criterion to judge by (when past ser-
vices do not enter into the competition) is, to consider
whether the candidate for office has a just pretension to the
character of a gentleman, a proper sense of honour, and
some reputation to lose.

Perhaps, sir, you may be surprised at my pressing this
advice so strongly as I have done in thi~ letter; but I have
felt the inconveniences resulting from a contrary principle
in so sensible a manner, and this army has been so greatly
enfeebled by a different line of conduct, that I hope you
will readily excuse me.

I am, sir, with sincere regard, your affectionate, humble
servant, Go. WASHINGTON.

To his Excellency Patrick Henry, Esq., Governour of the
State of Virginia.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 8,1776.]

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, October 5, 1776.

SIR: I was last night honoured with your favour of the
2d, with sundry resolutions of Congress. The officers that
concurred iq the acquittal of Ensign ltlacumber shall be
called upon to assign their reasons for their first judgment,
whicll shall be sent as soon as they are collected.

In respect to the exchange of prisoners, I fear it will be
a work of great difficulty, owing to their dispersed and scat-
tered situation throughout the States. In order to effect it,
I have wrote to the Eastern Governments to have them
collected, and to transmit me an account of their number,
distinguishing the names and ranks of the field and commis-
sioned officers, and the corps they belong to. I have also
wrote to Governour Livingston, of the Jerseys, upon the
subject, and must take the liberty of requesting Congress 10
give directions that a similar return may be made of those
in Pennsylvania and JYlaryland, and for their being brought
to Brunswick, that they may be ready to be exchanged for
an equal number, and those of the same ranks. I observe
by the resolve of the 26th ultimo, that the exchange is par-
ticularly directed to be made of the officers and soldiers taken
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off Long-Island. But should not that follow the exchange
of those officers and men who have lately retUrned from
Q;uebeck,whose imprisonment has been much longer, and
whose service has not been less severe, and in many
instances, conducted with great intrepidity? I have had
many applications since their arrival, by which they claim
a kind of prefi'rence, as far as their number and the circum-
stances of their rank will allow, and which I thought it my
dutr to mention, that I may obtain some direction upon the
subject.

You wiII observe hy a paragraph' of a letter received yes-
terday fromGeneralHowe, a copy of which you have at
length, that the non-performance of the agreement between
Captain Forster and General Arnold, by which the latter
stipulated for the return of an equal number of officers and
prisoners in our hands for those delivered him, is considered
in an unfavourable light, and entirely imputed to me, as
having the chief command of the ar(IJiesof the States, and
a controlling power over General Arnold. The pointed
manner in whICh Mr. Howe is pleased to express himself
could not personally affect me, supposing there had been
no good grounds for the treaty not being ratified, having
been nothing more than an instrument for conveying to him
the resolutions formed upon the subject; but as there were
but too just reasons, his censure could have no weight was
it not directed against me. Howe\'er, I would beg leave to
observe from the letters from the hostages; from what has
been reported by others respecting Captain Forster's having
used his endeavours to restrain the savages from exercising
their wonted barbarities, though in some instances they did;
bis purchasing some of the prisoners for a pretty considerable
premium; but above all, from the delicate nature of such
treaties, and because the non-observance of them must damp
the spirits of the officers who make them, and add affliction
to the misfortunes of those whom necessity and the nature
of the case force into captivity, to give them a sanction by
a long and irksom.econfinement: for these reasons and many
more that will readily occur, that I could wish Congress to
reconsider the matter, and to carry it into execution. I am
sensible the wrong was origiQallyin their employing savages,
and that whatever cruelties were committed by them should
be esteemed their own acts, yet perhaps in point of policy,
it may not be improper to overlook those infractions on their
part, and to pursue that mode which will be most likely to
render the hardships incident to war most tolerable, and the
greatest benefits to the State. I have ventured to say thus
much on the subject from a regard to the service, and
because such gentlemen of the army as I have heard men-
tion it, seem to wish the treaty had been ratified rather than
disallowed.

Enclosed is a list of vacancies in the Third Regiment of
Virginia troops, in part occasioned by the death of Major
Leitch, who died of his wounds on Tuesday morning, and
of the gentlemen who stand next in regimental order, and
who are recommended to succeed to 'em. You will observe
that Captain JohnFitzgerald is said to beappointedto the
duty of Major. This I have done in orders, being the eldest
Captain in dIe regiment, and I believe an officer of unex-
ceptionable merit,. and as it was highly necessary at this
time to have the corps as well and fully officered as pos-
sible. There is also a vacancy in the First Continental
Battalion by the promotion of Lieutenant Clark to a majority
in the Flying-Camp, wbicb Colonel Hand has recommended
William Patten to succeed, as you will perceive by his
letter enclQsed.

I have taken the Jiberty to transmit a plan for establishing
a corps of Engineers, Artificers, &c., sketched out by Colonel
Putnam, and which is proposed for the considerationof
Congress. How far they may incline to adopt it, or whether
they may choose to proceed upon such an extensive scale,
they will be pleased to determine. However, I conceive it
a mat!!'r welt worthy of their consid~ration, being convinced
from experience, and from the reasoqs suggested by Colonel
Putnam, who has acted with great diligence and reputation
in the business, that some establishment of the sort is highly
necessary, and will be productive of the most beneficial
consequences. If the proposition is approved by Congress,
I am informed by good authority that there is a gentleman
in Virginia, in .the Colony service, John Hadler, Esq., a
native of Germany, whose abilities in this way are by no
means inconsiderable. I am told he was an Engineer in

the army under General Stanwix, and is reputed to be of
skill and ingenuity in the profession. In this capacity I do
not know him myself; but am intimately acquainted with
him in his private character, as a man of understanding and
of good behaviour. I would submit his merit to the inquiry
of Congress, and if he shall answer the report 1 have had of
him, I make no doubt but he will be suitably provided for.

The Convention of this State have lately seized and had
appraised two new ships, valued at £6,229 York currency,
which they have sent do\vn for the purpose of sinking, and
obstructing the channel opposite ]}fount Washington. The
price being high and opinions various as to the necessity of
the measure, some conceiving the obstruction nearly suffi-
cient already, and others that they would render it secure,
I would wish to have the direction of Congress upon the
subject by the earliest opportunity, thinking myself that if
the enemy should attempt to come up, that they should be
used, sooner than to hazard their passing. I must be gov-
erned by circumstances, yet hope for their sentiments before
any thing is necessary to be done.

Sundry disputes having aris~n of late between officers of
diflerent regiments and of the same rank, respecting the
succession to such vacancies as happen from death or other
causes: some suggesting that it should be in a Colonial line
and governed by the priority of their commissions, others
that it should be regimentally, and there being an instance
now before me between the officers of the Virginia regi-
ments, occasioned by the death of Major Leitch, it has
become absol.tely necessary that Congress should determine
the mode by which promotions are regulated: whether
colonially or by priority of commissions, or regimentally;
reserving a right out of the general rule they adopt to reward
for particular merit, or of withholding from office such as
may not be worthy to succeed. I have only proposed two
modes for their consideration, being satisfied that promotions
through the line, ~s they are called, can never take place
without producing discord, jealousy, distrust, and the most
fatal consequences. In some of my letters upon the subject
of promotions, and one which I had the honour of addressing
the Board of War on' the 30th ultimo, I advised that the
mode should be rather practised than resolved on; but I am
fully convinced now of the necessity of settling it in one of
the two ways I have taken the liberty to point out, and
under the restrictions I have mentioned, or the disputes and
applicants will be endless, and attended with great incon-
vemence.

I have the hOIHJurto
most obedient servant,

be, with great esteem, sir, your

Go. W;\,SHlNGTON..

Perth-Amboy, September 16, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: By a commission

dated the 14th of this instant, which I have received from
the Convention of the State of Pennsylvania, am appointed
a Major in the Second Battalion whereof Richard ltlcCal-
ister, Esq., is Colonel, in the Flying-Camp. Therefore beg
leave to resign my commission aJ3Lieutenant, and hope it
will be agreeable that some other person be appointed in my
st~ad.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
JNO.CLARK,Jun.,

,

Lieutenant in Firs.t Cimtinental Regiment.
To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., Commander-

in-Chief of the United Forces in America.

SIR: [beg leave to recommend Mr. William Patten to
succeed to tbe Third Lieutenancy, vacant. in my regiment
by the promotionof Lieutenant Clark. .

I am, sir, with much respect, your Excellency's most
obedieut servant, E H. DW ARD AND.

To his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUREXCELLENCY: The following es-
tablishment of artificers, &c., are in proportion to the eighty-
~ight battalions of Infantry as one company to five and a
half battalions, which I think is as small a proportion as will
answer the ends proposed. The battalions in general may
give fifty each for the works; the miners and sappers are in
proportion tb these nearly as one to ten. The carpenters
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will not exceed, if we are to consider they have in charge
the making of platforms, chevaux-de-frise gates, guard-
houses, ordnance stores and barracks within the fortifica-
tions or necessary for the garrison of each place, and many
other things in the Engineer department. I have had no
regard to carriages, beds, boxes, and other matters belonging
to the Artillery; nor wagons or other carriages belonging to
the Quartermaster's Department or barracks for the quar-
tering of troops in general, nor any stores for the Commis-
sary (except for the different fortresses, these only come
within the Engineer department.) However, if the car-
penters are thought to exceed, there may be a part of them
attached to the Artillery, and the same with regard to smiths,
'and they may also be employed in any other department,
when the fortificationsdo not require their labour. For my
own part I should rather choose to increase their number
than lessen them some; if the service does not require their
labour they are not to be paid more than other troops, and
subject to like duty.

I am, sir, your ExceJlency's most obedient, humble ser-
vant, RUFUS PUTNAM.

October 3, 1776.

To His Excellency G. Washington, Esq., General, &c.

An establishment Jor a corps of Engineers, Artificers, Sfc.,
to consist of two Battalions of eight Companies each,
one hundred men in a Company, including officers.

Field and StaffOfficersin each Their pay per - Their extra
Battalion. month IIIdo1ls. allowances.

- 60
- 50
- 40
- 33!-

DoUars pCT month.

15 for a clerk.
15 for ditto.
15 for ditto.
30 for 2 clerks.

1 Colonel or Chief Engineer, -
I Lieut. Co\. or Chief Director,
1 Major or Sub-Director,
1Surveyor,- - - - -
1 Adjutant,
I Chaplain,
I Surgeon,
1 Mate,
1 Quartermaster,
1 Paymaster, -

Each Company to consist of the following Officers, Arti-
ficers, &c., their pay the same as in the Battalion service:

Their extraordinary allowance per
day when employed in the works.

I Captain or Engineer in ordinary, - 1-2dollar.
1 Capt. Lieut. or Engineer extraordina.,,-, 3-8 of a doHaI'.
1 Lieutenant or Sub-Engineer, - - - - 1-3 do.
I Ensign or PractitionerEngineer, - 1-4 do.
4 Sentinels or Train men of Band, each, - 1-6 do.
4 Corporalsor 2 do. do. - 1-7 do.
2 Drums and Fifes, - - do. do.
30 Carpenters or Wheelwrights, do. - 1-8 do.
5Smiths,- - - - - - do. - 1-8 do.
6 Masons, do. - 1-8 do.
25 MinersandSappers, do. -, 1-8 do.*
20Labourers,- - - - - do. - 1-12 do.

"In time of siege one-fourth of a dollar.

Their pay the same as in the Baltalion
servIce.

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM HOWE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Head-Quarters, York-Island, October 4, 1776.

SIR: Having heard, by report, of Governour Browne's
vicinity in Connecticut, I have been in daily expectation of
his arrival for the exchange of Lord Stirling; but as the
Governour is not in the military line, and as I proposed the
exchange to gratify your desire for the return of Lord Stir-
ling, whose services would take place with you some days
sooner were I to comply with your request for his immedi-
ate dismission, yo~ will excuse my detaining his Lordship
until the arrival of Governour Browne.

With relation to the non-performance on your part of the
agreement between Captain Forster and General Arnold,
that General being immediately under your command, from
~our situation made known to me by your own subscription,
It rests with you to see them fulfilled, agreeable to the
plighted faith of the General, which, no doubt, to save his
honour, he has a right to expect; or that you will return
the prisoners given up by Captain Forster. In the mean-
while I trust, from the declaration in yours of the 23d last
past, that you will not allow of any delay in the exchange

of the officers and soldiers in your possession belonging to
his Majesty's troops.

Brigadier-General Woodhull was yesterday reported to
me to have died of his wounds.

The enclosed note from Mrs. De ,Lancey I have taken
the liberty of sending for your determination upon the con-
tents.

I am with due respect, sir, your most obedient servant,
W. HowE.

To General Washington, &c., &c.

Mrs. De Lancey's compliments to General Washington;
is concerned, that she is obliged to be troublesome to him,
but hopes an appeal to his feelings will convince him that
her case deserves some attention. Some regard is surely
due to a woman, who without the smallest influence on pub-
lick affairs, feels deeply for the distresses of her country,
and who has been so gr0at a sharer in its calamities.

Some time before the British troops landed on Long-
Island, Mrs. De Lancey came on a visit to her father. His
iIIness, and the unhappy situation of affairs, obliged her to
prolong her stay beyond the time she intended. Her daugh-
ters and herself bei,ngin want of clothes, she sent a servant
with a note to General Mifflin, (who she heard was cOm-
manding officer at West-Chester,) requesting the favour to
allow of safe conveyance for some necessary apparel. The
servant was seized and confined, and no answer retUrned.
Since that the death of her father (the Lieutenant Governour)
and the fire at New- York, has destroyed nluch the greatest
part of her property there, makes her anxious to return to
TJlest-Chester, to try jf she can yet preserve what she has
in that place. What she has to request of General Wa.~h-
ington is, that he would be so obliging as to inform her
whether she and her daughter may be permitted to return
home'; and if so, that he would be so kind as to order the!'Q
a safe conduct. If this cannot be, may she not hope that
he will take some method to prevent the destruction of her
property.

Spring-Hill on Long-Island, October 1, 1776.

To General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL JAMES CLINTON.

Head-Quarters, on Harlem Heights, October 5, 1776.

SIR: Your letter of the 1st instant, enclosing one from
the Committee of New- Windsor and a deposition against
MI'. Conner, is duly received. They say tire butter was
intended for this army. I would therefore advise its being
immediately sent to Colonel Trumbull, Commissary-Gen-
eral, who wiII pay the current price. This step cannot
but be agreeable to Mr. Conner, if he is innocent of the
charge; if otherways, will be secured from going to the
enemy. The Committee should take upon them the further
examination of Conner and Montgomery, and deal with
them according to their crimes. If found guilty, the same
steps ought to be taken in regard to the flour you mention
to be in store at New- Windsor.

In respect to intrenching tools, much time elapses in
sending them from here. Besides, we have not more than
are wanted for present use. You must apply to the several
Committees in the country, or send an officer to pick up
such a number as lIIay be necessary. For the amount, you
may draw on the Quartermaster-General.

I am, sir, &c., Go. \VASHINGTON.
To Brigadier-General James Clinton, Fort ~Montgomery.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, October 5, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having directed me, by a resolve of
the 26th September, to procure, as soon as possible, an
exchange of the officers and soldiers taken on Long-Island,
for the same number of Britisft officers and privates now
in the United States, it becomes necessary for me to be
informed of the numbers and "ranks of the prisoners in the
different States, in order to carry the same into execution.
You will therefore oblige me by having made out and trans-
mitted to me an exact return of the number of officers in
New-Jersey, their ranks, names, and the corps to which
they belong. The numbers of the non-commissioned offi-
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cers and privates, without their names, will be sufficient.
They should also be collected from the different places
where they are stationed, and brought together to some
convenient place, (Brnnswick, I should think,) from whence
they may be sent to Genera] Howe, when the cartel is fully
settled.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Go. WASHINGTON.

To His Excellency Tfilliam Livingston, Esq., Govemour
of the State of New-Jersey.

COLONEL REEl> TO GENERAL BEALL.

Head-Quarters, October 5, 1776.

SIR: The General being so much engaged in other busi-
ness that he cannot finish the observations he proposed to
lay before the Court-Martial, on the trial and sentence of
Captain Weisner, has directed me to request the Court to
reconsider the matter, and to remark that the discretionary
power of the. Court seems to have been exercised rather
from some motive of compassion than any circumstance
appearing on the face of the proceedings. He would there-
fore wish the Court to point out the circumstances which
have induced them to mitigate a sentence which seems to
have been generally expected by the army.

Had the Court, upon the contrariety of evidence, acquit-
ted the prisoner, the General apprehends the same conse-
quences would not have remitted to the publick, and he
should have 1tcquiesced in the opinion, though it differed
from his own. But to convict an officer of the crime of
cowardice, and in a case where the enterprise failed on that
account, where several brave men fell because they were
unsupported, and to impose a Jess punishment than death,
he is very apprehensive will discourage both officers and
men, and render it, hereafter, difficult, if not impossible, to
make an exemplary punishment, and especially in the case
of a common soldier, who will suppose distinctions are made
by officers in the case of an officer.

I have laid before you, as near as I can recollect, the
General's sentiments and directions, and enclose you the
proceedings; and am, respectfully, sir, your obedient, hum-
ble servant J R Ad ' G 1' os. EED, fJutant- enera.

To Brigadier-General Rezin Beall, President of General
Court-Martial.

GENERAL BEALL TO COLONEL JOSEPH REED.

Camp near Head-Quarters, October 6, 1776.

SIR: This Court-Martial, with equal surprise and con-
cern, considered your letter which contains his Excellency's
remarks on the opinion of the Court in the t~ial of Captain
Weisner.

We flatter ourselves the followingobservations will justify
the Court in the opinion of his Excellency or the publick,
and at the same time discover their feelings, as well as the
jmpropriety of a reexamination of the mattei', as his Excel-
lency's sentiments that \he Court so far deviated from theil'
duty (when under the most solemn ties) as to exercise a dis-
cretionary power, rather from motives of compassion than
from any circumstance appearing on the face of the pro-
ceedings.

As no new testimony is mentioned to be offered to the
Court, they conceive the judgment they have given in the
case consistent with their duty as officers and the rules for
the government of the army.

You, sir, must be sensible of the very great diversity
between written evidence and that given viva voce. The
manner, the behaviour, and a number of circumstances in
the conduct of a witness, which may enforce credit, doubt,
or discredit, before a Court, cannot possibly be reduced to
writing, so as to enable a reader to judge with any degree
of certainty or precision. Upon those principles, we con-
tend we are the best, the sole judges.

If his Excellency is of opinion, from the written testi-
mony, that the miscarriage of that unfortunate enterprise
was owing principally to Captain Weisner's misbehaviour
befo..rethe enemy, it far exceeds the amount of the evidence
in t[1eminds of the Court.

The only evidence which stands uncontradicted is that
relative lo the prisoner's conduct before the firing from the

enemybegan; and here the testimonyof someof the wit-
nesses suffered much, in point of credibility, by their after-
testimony. On this ground the Court proceeded in finding
the prisoner guilty under the seventeenth of the articles of
war, where a species of cowardice is plainly implied differ-
ent from that in the twenty-seventh. His life was in ques-
tion on this article. The testimony was contradictory. On
the part of the States, the witnesses produced were con-
sidered interegted. Their lives, in some measure, were at
stake. Throwing the fault on some one or more persons
might be essential to their own justification and preserva-
tioo. R B P .dEZIN EALL, resz ent.

EDWARD MOTT,
ELEZ. WINSHIP,
JNO. BEATTY,
ALEXANDER GRAYDON,
CHRIST'R SWART,
CAS. WEITZEL.

ROB'T MAGAW,

SILAS NEWCOMB,

LAMB'T CADW ALADER,

GiLES RUSSEL,

EZRA PUTNAM,

W M. HOPEWELL,

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DUER.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Hejghts, October 5, 1776.

DEARSIR: Marsh shall be immediately sent up to you,
and I hope he wj)\answer the end proposed.

We sent down a party last night, to bring off a parcel of
boards from Harlem, which they effected. The enemy, I
fancy, think we have got more than our share from that
town, for ther this morning sent a small party over and
took possession. They have been throwing up a breast-
work to-day; but we must try to drive them away to-
night.

1 hope you will succeed in apprehending Palmer. We
have done nothing yet with the persons apprehended in
company with Marsh; nor can we, till he retUrns to give
evidence.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq., Fishkills.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL JOHN HASLETT TO

GENERAL ClESAR RODNEY, DATED CAMP NEAn MOUNT

WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 5, 1776.

SIR: I know you have already sacrificed a large share of
private property to the evil and unthankful. In this you
resemble the Supresne Manager, who makes his sun to shine
on the evil and the good, and, bad as times are, you have
a few friends still of the latter character, And, my dear
sir, who can better afford it? Providence has blessed you
with a fortune to your prudence inexhaustible, by which
you are enabled to live where you please, and to keep the
first company where you do live, and all this with few draw-
backs upon it. How, then, can you layout a part of it to
more noble purposes than in serving your country, guarding
her rights and privileges, and forcing wretches to be un-
happy against their will? In this you will act as an agent
of the sovereign goodness, and cooperate with Heaven to
save a wretched race; and though you may not effect the
righteous purpose, the testimony of an approving conscience,
the applause of conscious virtue, and the approbation of all
good beings, will more than balance the sacrifice. A thou-
sand things might be urged to the same purpose. But a
word to the wise.

GENERAL HEATH TO CAPTAIN PAIN.

King's Bridge, October 5, 1776.

SIR: Being informed that one Samuel Smith, of Pough-
keepsie, has ]ately come from Long-Island and gone to that
place, and it is suspected that he may have intentions pre-
judicial to the interest of the States of America; and being
also informed that your health is such as to render you
unable to do duty in camp at present, would therefore have
you immediately proceed to Poughkeepsie, and, if possible,
apprehend the said Samuel Smith, and convey him here for
examination. You will take care to search his pockets for
inlisting papers. You will also take the advice of the Com-
mittee, and ask their aid if needful.

I am, sir, YOUl'S,&c.,

To Captain Brenton Pain.

W. HEATH.
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David Harris... Benj. Chambers William Cross,. Alex'r Wilson,
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Jas. Hamilton-7 James Wi lson. Peter Weiser-7

Fred, Hubley--8
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Return of the Officers present and absentoftlle First Regi-
ment of Foot, in the service of the UNITED AMERICAN
STATES, commanded by Colonel EDWARD HAND; WEST-
CHESTER, October 5th, 1776.

PRESENT AND FIT FOR DUTY.

Edward Hand.
James Chambers.

- - JamesRoss.
.

Colonel,
Lieu tenant-Colonel,
Major,-

STAFF.

Chaplain, - -
Adjutant,-
Quartermaster,
Surgeon, -
Mate, -

Samuel B]air.
Jasper Ewing.
Fred. Hub]ey.
William Magaw.
Christian Reinick.

- - - -

OFFICERS ABSENT AND HOW LONG.

First Lieutenant Archibald Steel, ~
Prisoners of war,

Second Lieutenant Francis Nicholas, ~ Dec. 31,1775.
Third Lieutenant David Zeizble, wounded 26th Aug.,

1776.
OFFICERS ON DUTY AND WHAT DUTY.

Captain Matthew Smith, Recruiting, ]st July, 1776.
VACANT OFFICERS AND BY WHAT l\IEANS.

Captain James Ross, ., - - { Promoted
Third Lieutenant John Clark, 5'
Second Lieutenant Jacob Zank, -

} R
.

d. G F
. eswne .

Third Lieutenant eorge ranClS, "
EDWARD HAND, Colonel.

Return of the Field-Officers of the MARYLANDFlying-
Camp, Camp MORRIS'SHeights, October 5, 1776.

REZN. BEALL, Brig. Gtrieral.

"
Had leave to return to Philadelphia till he recovered his health.

t Has never been in camp.

Return of the Field-OJJicers, absent and present, of the
Regiment stationed atDE LANCEY'S Mills, in WEST-
CHESTER,under the command of Colonel EDWARDHAND,
October 5, 1776.

PRESENT AND FIT FOR DUTY.

Continental Regiment: Colonel, Edward Hand; Lieut.
Colonel, James Chambers; Major, James Ross.

Berks County Flying-Camp: Colonel, Henry Haller.
Lancaster County Flying-Camp: Colonel, James Cun-

ningham.
FIFTHSERIES.- VOL. II.

ABSENT AND ON WHAT ACCOUNT.

Henry Lutz, prisoner, 26th August, 1776.
William Hay, on furlough in New-Jersey, 27th Sept., 1776.
Edward Burd, prisoner,. 26th August, 1776. (Berks

County Flying-Camp.)
Thomas Edwards, on command at Fort Constitution.

(Lancaster County Flying-Camp.)
EDW'D HAND,Colonel First Regiment.

A Return of General FELLOWS'SBrigade,present, and fit
for duty; Septembe1' 14, 1776.

FIELD OFFICERS.

Co\. Holman,
Lieut. CoJ. Raymond, - -
Maj.Sears,- - -
Col.Smith,- - -
Lieut. Co\. Longly,
Maj. Whelock, -
CO!. Cary, -
Lieut. Col. Richardson,
Maj. Payen,

~
Pre.."" fit fo' duty.

~
Pre,,"t, fi, fo, dUly.

Present, fit for duty.
- Sick,present.

.

- Present, fit for duty.

A Return of the Officers of the DELAWARE Regiment,
October 4, ] 776.

PRESENT, FIT FOR DUTY.

Lieut. Popham,
Lieut. McCall,
Lieut. Anderson,
Lieut. Perkins,
Ensign Stevens,
Ensign Hazzard,
Ensign Inquet,
Ensign Wilson,
Ensign Nixion,
Ensign Carty,
Ensign Vaughan,
Lieut. and Adjt. Holland.

Capt. Stedham,
Capt. Caldwell,
Capt. Hall,
Capt. Darbey,
Ca pt. Pope,
Capt. Smith,
Capt. Vaughan,
Lieut. Howell,
Lieut. Patton,
Lieut. Kirkwood,
Lieut. Moore,
Lieut. Dixon,
Lieut. Trewett,
Co!. Haslet,
Capt. Adams,
Ensign Course,
Lieut. Gordon,
Quartermaster Bale, - -
Chaplain, Mr. Montgomery,
Lieut. Co\. Bedford, ~
Maj. McDonough, ~

Sick, absent.
Sick, absent.
Sick, absent.
Sick, present.
Sick, present.
Gone to Philadelphia.

Fit for duty.

A Return of the Field Officers in the PENNSYLVANIABat-
talions encamped near lIead-Quarters, Oct. 5, 1776.

THIRD PENNSYI.V ANIA BATTALION.

CO!. John Shee, Resigned.
Lieut. Co\. Lambert Cadwallader, Present, fit for duty.
Maj.HenryBecker, - - - - Present,fitforduty.

FIFTH PENNSYLVANIA BATTALION.

Co\.RobertlVIagaw,- - -. - Present,fitforduty.
Lieut. Colonel Joseph Penrose, gone to Philadelphia, since

29th September, to purchase clothes for the battalion.
Maj. Geo. Nagle, - Present, fit for duty..

DELAWARE BATTALION.

CO\. John Haslet, sick, beyond King's Bridge.
Lieut. Col. Gunning Bedford, - Present, fit for duty.
lVIaj. John McDonough, Present, fit for duty.

57
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PENNSYLVANIA RIFLEMEN.

Col. Samuel Mills, taken prisoner at Long-Island.

{

Lieut. Col. James Piper, taken at
. '. Long-Island.

FIrst Battalion. 1\ 1 .

.

E .
.

W. ' II'..
.

. . ... ..

if aJor mon I mms, gone on com-
mand to Philadelphia.

S
.

d B I' {
Lt. Col. Daniel Brodhead, sick, present.

econ atta Ion: .

1\1
. P fi r da} atton, present, t lOr uty.

PENNSYLVANIA MUSKET BATTALION.

Col. Samuel John Atlee, taken prisoner at Long-Island.
Lieut. Col. Parry, killed, at Long-Island.
Maj. James Potts, resigned at Philadelphia.

ROBERT MAGAW,

Col. 5th Penn. Batt'n, eldest officer.

Return of Officers fit for duty in Colonel MARTIN'SRegi-
ment, made the 5th day of October, A. D, 1176.

Captain, John Seward.
First Lieutenant, - - John Martin.
Ensign, John Welling.
Captain, - - - - RobertGaston.
Ensign, - - - TopherCarn.
Captain, - - - NathanLuse.
SecondLieutenant, - GeorgeHager.
Ensign, Joseph King.
Captain, Abraham Skinner.
First Lieutenant, - Jacob Rosecrans.

Second Lieutenant, - - Aaron Westbrook.
Ensign, Safrine Westbrook.
Ensign John Miller, of Captain Bates's Company.
First Lieutenant John Piper, of Captain Seely's Company.
First Lieutenant Cyrus Beckworth, of Captain Bond's do.
Ensign Schoo]y, of Captain Bond's do.
Colonel Ephraim Martin, wounded, on Long-Island, went
. home,and is not got well yet.
Lieutenant-Colonel John ]t:1onsQn,taken sick at Fort Wash-

ington, went home sick, and, by accounts, suppose him
to be yet sick., _

.Major Cornelius Ludlow, went home sick from New- York,
soon after our retreat from Long-Island, and have
heard that he has had a severe fit of sickness, but get-
ting better.

Captain Sylvanus Seely, went home on furlough thirteen
days ago, to get clothes for his men present, and to look
up those who were absent. His furlough supposed to
be out, and, by accounts fi'om him, expect him in this
dav.

Captain'David Bates, went away day before yesterday, to
get wipter clQthes for his men present and look up
those absent; is expected in camp again on Tuesday
next.

Captain William Bond, sick, in camp.
Captain Abraham ltlcKinney, sick, in camp.
Enos Goble, Second Lieutenant in Captain Seward's Com-

pany, went away sick from New- York about a month
ago, and have heard that he has got better, and expect
him in camp again very soon.

Joseph Luse, Second Lieutenant in Captain Gaston's Com-
pany, went away unwell on Thursday last.

Daniel Gard, First Lieuten.ant in Captain Bates's Com-
pany, went homesick from New- York soon after our
retreat fi'om Long-Island, and from accounts from him,
hear that he is not got well yet.

Joseph Harker, Second Lieutenant in Captain Bates's
Company, went away two days ago, but know not by
what leave, but expect bim bick 'very soon.

William Corwin,First Lieutenant in Captain Luse's Com-
pany, went home sick about three weeks ago, and have
heard that he remained sick.

John Harleer, Second Lieutenant in Captain Bond's Com-
pany, left the regiment about the middle of August,
very sick, and, by accounts from him, he remains yet

. sick.
Richard Atten, Second Lieutenant of Captain McKenney's

qompany, went ,away with the sick (being very sick
hImself) from New- York soon after the retreat from
Long~lsland, and, by accounts, he remains yet very
sick.

Robert Beavens, First Lieutenant of Captain McKinney's
Company, went away sick about ten days ago, and, by
accounts, hear that he is sick yet.

William Carr, Ensign of Captain McKinney's Company,
went away about ten days ago, after clothes for the
company. Not yet returned.

Bethnell Farrand, Second Lieutenant of Captain Seely's
Company, went away unwell about ten days ago; not
heard of since.

John Roberts, Ensign of Captain Seely's Company, went
away as an assistant to some sick about nine days ago.
Expected in on Monday next.

The Rev. :Mr. Chapman, Chaplain, from Newark Moun-
tains, in Essex County, has been unwell some time,
and has not been with us but very little. We have
received word from him that when we let him know
tbat we have good accommodations for him be will
come. We have sent him no such word yet.

Joseph King, Adjutant, present, fit for duty.
Joseph Sproul, Quartermaster, present, fit for duty.
Jonathan Horton, Surgeon, present, fit for duty.

Guston, Surgeon's Mate, present, fit for duty.
The above is a true nnd just return of the officers in

Colonel ~Martin's Regiment, made the 5th of October,
1776.

JOHN SEWARD, Captain Commandant.

A Return of the Officers of Colonel &ICHARDSON'SRegi-
ment, October 5th, 1776.

Colonel, - - - - - William Richardson, not joined.
Lieut. Colonel, - - - Wheatley,

} F ' fc d
1\" ' H II It or uty.
major, - - - - - opewe,
Captain Isaac Perkins, sick. "

Captain Thomas Smyth, on G. Court Martial.
Captain John Dames, on picket.
Captain .John Dean, on picket.
Captain Philip Pbiddernan. __ _

Captain Joshua George, on G. Court Martial.
Captain Walter Alexander.
Captain Thomas Bourk, on G. Court Martial.

SECOND LIEUTENANTS.

Jesse Cosden,
Nathaniel Rinnard,
Samuel William Thomas,
John Neville,
John Reynolds, (sick,)
John Stockton, (sick,)
Harman Arr<mts,
John Lynch.

ENSIGNS.

James Henry, "Thomas Mason,
Josiah Johnston, Richard Bird,
John Jackson, George Hamilton, (sick,)
Samuel Earl, A 3d Lt. J. Woodford Gray.

TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFICERS JOINED.

1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 Major, 8 Captains, 16 Lieuten-
ants, 1 Ensign, 1 Adjutant, 1 Quartermaster, 1 Surgeon, 1
:Mate.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS.

Abram Falconer,
Thomas Lane Emory,
Johu Hawkins, (sick,)
Henry Downes,
William Veazey,
Andrew Porter,
Brisket Talcon, (sick.)

OF WHICH ARE SICK,

1 Captain, 5 Lieutenants, 1 Ensign.
ROBERT CAMPBELL, Adjutant.

A list of the Officers belonging to Colonel PHILLIPS'S Bat-
talion of JERSEY levies in General HEARD'S Brigade.

OFFICERS PRESEI\'T FIT FOR DUTY.

Joseph PhilJips, Colonel.
Lieutenant-Colonel.
Major.
Captain Jno. Anderson.
Captain Jos. Badcock.
Captain Jer. Dunn.
Lieut. Anderson.
Lieut. Low.
Lieut. Lane.
Ensign Hallet.

Platt Bayler,
Captain Joel Houghton.
Captain B. Vancleve.

Lieut. Jno. Clifford.
LieUt. Holcomb.
Lieut. Taylor.
Ensign Jos. Clunn. .
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OFFICERS SICK IN CAMP, AS WELL AS THOSE THAT ARE
ABSENT, NOT SICK.

Captain D. Frazer, gone to procure winter clothes for his
company.

Lieutenant N. Hunt, absent with leave.
Lieutenaot Wikoff, sick in camp.
Lieutenant Pyatt, absent without leave.

Jos. PHILLIPS, Colonel.
Camp at Mount Washington, October 5, 1776.

Duty retur1:lof General WADSWORTH'SBrigade.

FIELD OFFICERS FIT FOR DUTY.

Colonels Silliman, Sage, and DOI:JO'lass.
Lieutenant-Colonels Chandler, R~ssell, Lattimer, and Ar-

nold.
Majors Meade and Buell.

A Return of Fidd Officers, First VIItG~NIARegiment.
Colonel Isaac Read, present fit for duty.
Lieutenant-Colonel Eppes, sick in Virginia.
Major Green, present, fit for duty.

October 5, 1776.

A list of the Field Officers in General HEARD'SBrigade,
fit and unfit for duty.

PRESENT FIT FOR DUTY.

Col. Van Cortlandt. Major Day.
Lieut. CoI.Bre.arley.
Col. Newcomb.
Lieut. Col. Reed.
Major Parker, of Colonel Forman's Battalion.
Col. Phillips. Major Bayles.

ABSENT.

Major .Howell.

Col.Martin,- - - - - - - - Wounded.
Lieut.Col.Munson,- - - - - - Sick.
MajorLudlow,:' - - - - - - Sick.
Col.Forman, - - - - - }W. I I
Lieut. Col. Hend~rson, _ Jtlout eave.

PHILIP V. CORTLANDT, Colonel.

Camp at Mount Washington, October 5, 1776.

A Return of the names of the Officers in the Twenty-
seventh Regiment, commandedby Colonel ISRAELHUTCH"
INSON.

_Capt. Ezra Newhall, on cQmmand, purchasing clothes for
the regim/:Jnt.

Capt. Benjamin Kimball, sick, present.
Capt. Enoch Putnam.
Capt. Nathan Brown.
Capt. Addison Ritcht:json.
Capt. Jobn Law.
Capt. John Baker, on command on board the galley.
Capt. Billey Porter.
First Lieu!. Job Whipple.
First Lieut. Ephraim Emerton.
First Lieut. Nath'l Cleves, on command on board gaBey.
First Lieut. ArchelalJs Batche)dor.
First Lieut. Thomas Downing.
First Lieut. Hatfield White, Adjutant.
First Lieut. John Peirce.

.

First Lieut. Richard Cox, left sick at Salem when the regi-
ment marched, and remains sick.

Second Lieut. Benjamin Gardner.
Second Lieut. Frederick Breed.
Second Lieut. Samuel Gutter, on command, purchasing

clothes for the regiment.
Second Lieut. David Poore.

.

Second Lieut. Joseph Herrick.
Second Lieut. ThQmas White.
Second Lieut. Joseph KillaI;I1.
Second Lieu!. Jonathan T~ask, on furlough, given by

General Heath.
Ensign John Wats.
Ensign Elisha Hutchinson.
Ensign John Tucker.
Ensign Gibson Clough.
Ensign Jeremiah Putnam, on command on board the galley.
Ensign Leuck Roundy.
Ensign Ezekiel Cooper.
Ensign Eliphalet Perley.

A true Return of the above Regiment:
]SRAEL HUTCHINSON, Colonel.

Mount Washington, October 5,1776.

Col.Hutchinson, - - -
Lieut.Co!.Holden,- - - - .I -
MajorPutnam,- - - - - - - ~

Fit fot duty.

A list of the names of the Field Officers in General
FELLOWS'SBrigade, October 5, 1776.

Col. Holman, - - - - I..S. ILieut. Col. Raymond, _ - 5 1C{, present.

MajorSears,- - - - - - Pres~nt,fitforduty.
Col.Cary, - - - - -

~

Lieut. Col. Richardson, Present, fit for duty.
Major Payne,

.

Col. Smith, - - - - - - Sick, absent by leave.
Lieut.Co!.Longly,- - - I..P

.

Major Wheelock, _ _ _
5

resent, fit for duty.

JOHN FELLOWS, Brigadier-General.

A Return of the namesof the Officers in the late Colonel
GAY'SRegiment, whether present or absent with or with-
out leave.

. '
ColonelFisher Gay, - - Dead.
Lieut. Colonel Hart, Missing.
Major Edward Mott, - - Present, sick.
1st Captain Gad. Stanley, - Present, fit for duty.
:first Lieu!. Ambers Stoler, On furlough.
Second Lieut. John Allyn, - On command.
Ensign Titus Bunnel, - - Present, fit for duty.
2d Captain Jonah Gillett, - Present, sick.
First Lieut. David Phelps, - Absent, sick, withol,ltleave.
Second Lieut. Phens. Drake, Present, sick. '

Ensign Wing, - - - - Abs~nt, sick, with leave. -

3d Captain Edward Roger, Present sick.
First Lieut. ,N11th.Hamlin, - Absent,' sick, without leave.
Second Lieut. Hezk. Andruss, Present, fit for duty.
Ensign Joel Hinman, - - Present, fit for duty.
4thCaptainAbrahamBradley, Absent, on command.
First Lieut. TiJley Blakesley, Present, sick.
Second Lieut. Thomas Catling, Missing on the 15th ofSep-

tember last.
Ensign James Morris, - - Present, fitror duty.

5t.h Ca~tain St~phen Goodwin, Pr.es~nt, fit for. duty.
First Lieut. TlLlIO. Gaylard, Mlssmg on the 15th of Sep-

tember last.
Second Lieut. Scovel, - - Present, fitfor duty.
Ensign Wright, - - - - On furlough.

.
,

6th Captain Simeon Walcott, Present, sick.
First Lieut. Charter, - - Present, fit for duty.
Second Lieut. Hezk'. Welles, Present, fit for duty.
Ensign Eaton, - - - - Present, fit for duty.
7th Captain Sam!. Wells, - Missing on the 15th of Sep-

tember last.
First Lieut. Thos. Hollister, Present, fit for duty.
SecondLieut.Buell, - - Present,sick. -

*'



Names
Fit for duty or Where sick.otherwise,

Colonel Ewing, - - - Sick. In camp.
Lieut. ColonelAddison, Fit for duty.
Major Edin, - - - - . Fit for duty.
Captain Posey, - - - Sick. In Hospital.
First Lieuts.Forest, - ,. Fit for duty.

Young, - Sick. At Hackinsack.
Tillard, - Fit for duty.
Lowe, - - Sick. In Hospital.
Hanson, - Fit for duty.
Magruder, - Fit for duty.
Bowie, - - Sick. In camp.

SecondLts. Bowman, - Fit for duty.
Wm. Bond, Fit for duty.
Bond, - - Fit for duty.
Chew, - - Fit for duty.
Burgess, - Fit for duty.
Dent, - - Fit for duty.
Bowie, - - Fit forduty.
Brooks, - Fit for duty.
Forbes, - Sick. In Hospital.
Tabbs,- - Fit for duty.
Smith,- - Fit forduty.
Belt, - - Fit forduty.
Duval,- - Fit forduty.
Jones, - - Sick. In carop.
Cantee, - Fit for duty.
Beall, - - Fit for duty.

Ensigns Fooke, - - - Fit forduty.
Mattingly, - . On command.
Tool, - - - Fit forduty.
Kiltee, - - - Fit forduty.
Claggett, - - Fit foJ'duty.
Adams,- - - Fit forduty.
Trueman, - - Fit forduty.
Beans, - - - Fit forduty.

Adjutant Powell, - - Fit forduty.
QuartermasterTool, - Fit for duty.
Surgeon Dorsey, - - Fit for duty.
Assistant Welch, - - Fit for duty.
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Ensign Phelps, - On furlough.
8th Captain Amos Wilson, Discharged.
First Lieut. RockweJJ, - Absent, sick, with leave.
Second Lieut. Abner Wilson, Absent, sick, without leave.
Ensign Goodwin, Present, fit for duty.
Rev. Stoers, On furlough.
Adjutant John Allyn, - - Present.
QuartermAster Elijah Lewis, Present.
Surgeon Conant, - - Present, sick.
Mate William Richards, Absent, with the sick:

EDWARDMO'£T,Major Commandant.
Harlem, October 5, 1776,

Return of Officers in Colonel EWING'S Battalion of
MARYLAND"porces, raised faT' the Flying-Camp, Octo-
ber 5, 1776.

JOHN ADDISON, Lieut. Colonel.

Return of the absent Officers in the Tenth Regiment, with
leave, without leave, and of those who outstaid their

, time, October 5, 1776.
With 1eave. On what account.

Capt. Abraham Waterhouse, - Sick, absent.
Capt. Ebenezer Brewster, - - ProvidinD"for the sick.
Lieut. Oliver Badcock, - - With theORangers.
Lieut. Richard Hewit, - - - Sick, absent.
Lieut.DanielCollins, - - - Providingforthe sick.
Ensign Daniel Billings, 5On command at Dobb's

t Ferry.
Ensign David Dorrance, - Sick, absent.
Ensign BenjaminHaskell,- - Sick, absent.

OUTSTAID THEIR TIME.

Lieut. Stephen Keys, sixty days; on account of sickness.
Ensign Nathaniel Pendleton, fifty days; reason unknown,

but I supposed to be preferred in another regiment.

None absent without leave.
SAM'L PRENTICE, Lieut. Colonel.

A list of the names of the Ojficers in Colonel SAGE'SRegi-
ment m camp.

Captain James Clark, sick. Captain Hezekiah Parsons.
Lieut. David Patten. Lieut. Joseph Booth.
Ensign Ichabod Bozworth. Ensign Josiah Blakslee.
Captain John Dixson, sick. Lieut. Wm. Edmunds, sick.
Lieut. Abraham Shepherd, Ensign John Chamberlain.
Captain Jonathan Birge. Lieut. Nathaniel West.
Lieut. Edward Pain.
Lieut. Josiah Robbins, sick.
Lieut. Ichabod Hinkley.
Lieut. Timothy Holt, sick.
Captain Edward Eells. Lieut. Jacob Whitmore.
Ensign Oliver Hubbard. Lieut. Timothy Clark.

Officers absent in Colonel SAGE'SRegiment.
Lieut. Ebenezer West, sick.
Lieut. Josiah Converse, without leave.
Ensign George Hubbard, sick.
Lieut. Jonathan Buck, dead or taken.
Captain Parker, gone for clothes for the regiment.
Lieut. David Smith, sick.
Lieut. Ebenezer Phelps, without leave.
Captain Joseph ChurchiJl, sick.
Ensign Titus Carrior, sick.
Une Captain dead.

Ensign Sylvanus Perry.
Ensign Joseph Rider.

COl\IFORT SAGE, Colonel.

October 5, 1776.

Return of Officers in Colonel SILLIMAN'SRegiment.
First Company. Fifth Company.

Capt. Benjamin, sick, absent. Captain Brown,
Lieut. Thompson,sick,absent. Lieu!. Webb,
Lieut. Lacy, Lieut. Weed,
Ensign Odell, sick, absent. Ens. Waterbury, sick, present.

Second Company. Sixth Company.
Captain Read, sick, absent. Capt. Northrop, sick, absent.

-
Lieut. Hendrick, Lieut. Betts, sick, absent.
Lieut. Banks, Lieut. St. John, sick, present.
Ensign Silliman, discharged. Ensign Olmsted.

Third Company. Seventh Company.
Captain Hobbes, Captain Bostwiyk,
Lieut. Penfield, sick, absent. Lieut. Deforest, sick, present.
Lieut. Abbot, on command. Lieut. Ruggles,
Ensign Hecock. Ensign Canfield, sick, present.

Fourth Company. Eighth Company.
Captain Mead, dead. Captain Hurd, sick, absent.
Lieut. Engorso!}, Lieut. Brace, discharged.
Lieut. Waring, Lieut. Judson,
Ensign Hobby. Ensign Clark, sick, present.

STAFF OFF\CERS.

Chaplain, -
Adjutant, Comstock.
Quartermaster, Lacy.

- On furlough.

A return of the Officers that are absent in Colonel JONA-
THAN SMITH'S Regiment.

Captain Jonathan Houghton, ls' k K" B 'd
Captain Samuel Sawyer, .5

IC, over mg s . n ge.

Captain Aaron Rowley,

}
.

First Lieut. Ebenezer Bennet, Sick on the Jersey side.
Ensign John Stocking,
First Lieut. Ebenezer Cook,
First Lieut. Salmon Godfrey,
Second Lieut. Benjamin Wilson,
Second Lieut. Ebenezer Newell, Sick at the Bridge.
First Lieut. Ebenezer Colburn,
Ensign Elijah Browner,
First Mate Jones Prescott, j
Captain Oliver Root, at Horse-Neck, takinD"care of tbe

sick
0

First Lieut. Ebenezer Ioglesbee, ?Gone into the country
Second Lieut. George Sloan, ~ after clothing.

ROBERTLoNGLEY,Lieutenant- Colonel.
October 4, 1776.



Names. Rank. Reason of Absence.

Benja. Tupper, Lient. Col., On command.
Wm. King, - - Captain, Sick, absent.
Jos. Benson, - 1st Lieut., Sick, absent.
Jacob Pope, - 2d Lieut., With the Rangers.
Earl C]app, - Captain, On command.
John Stustevent, 1st Lieut., On command.
George Dunham, 2d Lieut., On command.
Samuel Eldred, Ensign, On command.
Samuel Bartlett, Captain, Purchasing clothes for

the regiment.
Ephraim Burr, "- Captain, On command.
Obah. Mann - 2d Lieut., S.
El. Cleavland, Chaplain, On furlough.
Elihu Wright, - Surgeon, Sick, absent.

Captains. Capt. Lieuts.1 First,Lieuts. Second Lieuts.

Crafts... . Treadwell. .. . Symonds.. .. Dane......... . Machin.
Sargent. . . . .. Pachard.. . . . Preston.. . . . . . Blake.
Horton. .. . . . ............ Jackson...... .

Burbeck.. Rumsey. . . . . King........ Niles... .. . . . . .
Dana..... Seward. . . . . . ............ Savage... . . . . . Thomas.
:Morton... ............ Briant...... . Lillie...... . .. . Parker.
Perkins... Allen....... . Treat.. . . . . . Loring. .. . . . . . Pierce.

Frothington. . ............ Brown....... . Carnes.
Chandler... . . . Freeman.

Bawman.' Fleming.... . Swartswout. .. . Reed.
Hamilton: Moore.. . . . . . GilJiland.... . Beane.... . . . . . Thompson.

Burbeck.... . .............. Howard.
Wool... . . . . . ............ .............. Fenno.
Ranqall..... . ............ ............... Geno.
Briant.. . . . . . ............ .............. Sutton.

Captains'lre- Lieutenants, present, fit for duty. Ensigns, Kresent
sent,fitfor uty. fit for uty.

Markham.... . Cunninlham.. . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . Yates.
Seayres.. ... . . Scott, djutant.. . . . . ... . . . . .. . . .

Crump........................ .. Burwell.
Ballard. . . . .. . Smith........ ...................
Dickirson.... . Lewis and Petters.. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . Minnis, Jun.
Taylor. . . . .. . Moss and Archer..... . . .. . . .. . . . Minnis, Sen.

Quarles........... .............. Godwin.
Culp, Kirkpatrick, and Moody.... Berwick.
Woodson, Quartermaster.... . . . . . Thompson.
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Surgeon Coggshal, - - - Sick, absent.
Surgeon's Mate, Rogers, - - Sick, absent.

G. SELLECK SILLIMAN, Colonel.
October 5, 1776.

A Return of the Commissioned Officers in the Twenty-
first Regiment, who are absent, and the cause of their
absence.

Per order of Colonel J. Ward:
J. HART,Adjutant.

West-Chester, October 5,1776.

A List of the Officers' names absent, belonging to Colonel
'WILLIAM DOUGLASS'S Regiment.

Captain Russell, - WIth the baggagebelongingto the
regimentaboveKing's Bridge.

- Sick at Horseneck.
- - Sick at Stamford.

At Horseneck to provide necessa-
ries for the sick.

First Lieutenant Potter, Sick at Horseneck.
Second Lieut. Dickerman, Sick at Horseneck.
Second Lieut. Gilbert, - Sick at Horseneck.
SecondLieut. Hull, - Sick at Horseneck.
Ensign Shaylor, - With the boats against Mount

Washington.
- With the boats at King's Bridge.- Sick at Horseneck.

Sick at Horseneck.

Captain Lewis, -
Captain Bracket,
Captain Bunnet,

Ensign White, -
Ensign Mix, - - -
Ensign Scovil,

October 5, 1776.

Company in the Regiment of Artillery in the service of the
UNITED STATES, commanded by HENRY KNOX, Esq.

Colonel, - - - - - - Knox.
Lieutenant-Colonel, - Mason.

- - - Leonard.
- Shaw.

Treat.
- (Vacant.)

Van Waggener.
Drury, First Lieuten-

Chaplain, -
Adjutant,- - - - -
Quartermaster,
Surgeon,
Mate, - - - -

Sick, present: Captains Newell and
ant Siewman, Ensign Steel.

Sick, absent, wounded: Major Crane, Captain Pierce, First
Lieutenant Stevens.

Sick, absellt without leave: Captain Foster, Captain-Lieu-
tenant Crane.

Captain Crafts, Captain-Lieutenants Treadwell and Bry-
ant, Lieutenants Dane and F]eming, on command on the
Heights beyond King's Bridge.

Captain Dana and Lieutenant Thomas on command at
Bergen.

Captain-Lieutenant Seward, Lieutenants Sutton and Mackin
on command at Fort Montgomery.

Captain-Lieutenant AlIe~, Lieutenants Price, Burbeck,
Symonds, and Parker on command in General Greene's
Division. HENRYKNOX,Colonel, Artillery.

A Return of the Officers of the First VIRGINIARegiment,
wl/ereof JAMESREAD, Esq., is Commandant, October 5,
1776.

Sick, present: Captain Fleming, Lieutenant Pelham, En-
sign Shannon.

On command: Captain Gibson, Lieutenants Eustace and
Lynn, Ensigns Lawson, Payne, and Blackwell.

Absent, sick: Captains Davis, Nelson, and Croghan, Lieu-
tenants Garland, Boyakin, Cummings, and Higgins.

Absent without leave: Captain Campbell, Lieutenants Wil-
son, Godwin, Trigg, and Clayton, Ensign Lambert.

Return of Officers in Col. SAMUELDRAKE'S Regiment,fit
and unfitfar duty, October 5, 1776.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hulbert, absent, without leave.
Captain David Pearson, present, fit for duty.
First Lieut. Stephen Howell, on command, after clothing

for the men.
Second Lieut. Thomas Baker, sick, absent, without leave.
Captain Johannes Blauvelt, sick, absent, on furlough.
First Lieut. James Rumsey, on command, after clothing for

the men.
Second Lieut. Walter Cure, on command, at work onCol-

onel Drake's house.
Captain Josawah Rogers, on command, after clothing for

his men.
First Lieut. William Clark, sick, absent.
Second Lieut. Philips, present, fidor duty.
Captain John R. Thomas, sick, absent by leave of the

Doctor.
First Lieut. Zephaniah Mills, present, fit for duty.
Second Lieut. David Dutcher, present, fit for duty.
Captain John Hyatt, present, fit for duty.
First Lieut. John Drake, present, fit for duty.
Second Lieut. Smith Hiddie, sick, absent by leave of the

Doctor.
Captain Seth Marvin, sick, present.
First Lieut. Abraham Hanford, present, fit for duty.
Second Lieut. William Bradley, deserted.
Captain Gilbert, on command, overseeing the sick at Dobb's

Ferry.
First Lieut. Sybert Acker, present, fit for duty.
Captain Jonathan Bailey, after clothing for the men.
First Lieut. David Horton, sick, present.
Second Lieut. Benjamin King, sick, absent by leave of the

Doctor.
Captain John Jackson, sick, absent by leave of the Doctor.
First Lieut. Hutchins, after clothing.
Second Lieut. George Vance, present, fit for duty.
Captain Henry Rawson, present, fit for duty.
First Lieut. Noah Doutten, sick, present.
Second Lieut. Ephraim Lockwood, present, fit for duty.
James Cock, Adjutant, present, fit for duty.
Thomas Stillwell, present, fit for duty.
The Doctor and Mate, fit for duty.
Seven Sergeants, sick, absent.
Five Sergeants, sick, present.
Nine Serg.eants upon cQmmand.
One Sergeant upon furlough.

SAML. DRAKE, Colonel.
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Weekly Return of thc Regiments of Horse and Foot .in the service of the UNITJW STAT£J;OF AMERICA,.under the
immediate command of His Excellency GEORGEWASHINGTON,Esq., General an.d CommQ,ndcr-.ilL-Chiej,ere., ere.,
HARLEMHEIGHTS,October 5, 1776.

Commissioned. StaJ!. Non-
Com'ed.

RANK AN!) FILE.
Wanti11g

tv
complete.

I

J1lt~rations
Stn(e

last Return.

OFFICERS PRESE1\i"T.. .n..n. . ....

00 rn 00 ~. . Q.1 Q)

~ §
-: ~ := ~ . :-::: cU

-=
S::::5 ~ ~ ~ ~ .....

~ ~.~ .. ~ ~ "t:J ~ 'E ~
'fo "'d

r.. ~
. 0 .:::! ~ 00 _00 ~ (1J' u.i =

q:I. ~
~ ~::I 00

s::
'"t;I

Q).

~ C,,) . lE.~
' rn.5 'E t: ~ ~ d ~t- ~ ..c ~ 0 cd

-= ~ "'COJ . f .5 ~ "d F=_ cd ~ i1 d 0 ul a 00 1:~ p... cd S 1: a O'J cd
'i cd ~

.9~.~ ~ ~
§ .r ~.~~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~,"d .!i ~ 8 cZ ] ~ s ~ ~.g'"5 ~o .2::~ id .!:: frl <=..<::'"0 did ,,~ ~ ...;:: '~'~,5 <= 9 ~ i: 'id ;:: <L> ~ ~

General Parsons's Brigade.
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Colonel Huntington's 1 - - 1 .2 5 2 111 1 - - 15 8 97 47 87 95 - 328 14 2 312 1 1
Colonel Ward'H 1 - 1 2 6 4 5 - 1 1 1 - 1 23 9 171 24 80 209 2 486 3 154 1 1
ColoneIWyJly:J's 1- 1 5 5 7 5 - 11;- - - 18 9 189 27 140 149 - 505 2 1 135 1

Total 511311"622 26 19 '21515131-:129;152 8932l214"691 67517 2258 16 7 937 3 3 4
General Clinton's Brigade.
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ColonelThomas's.. .. . ... ... 1 1 1 6 5 5 - - 1 1 - 1 - 26 15 246 32 12 19 2 311 - - 99 - - - 39
C.olonelGraham's ., 1 1 1 61 7 7 - - 1 1 1 21 15 135 315 50 1 226 - 145 - - - -
Colonel Swartwout's .. ....... 1 - 1 6 7 9 - - 1 1 1 1 26 13 201 80 9 45 9 334 1 2 141 - - - 1
ColonelNi~o]l's 11,1 7; 6 4 - - 11 1 2113 208 71 4 - 2 285 1 1 72 - - -
ColonelPawling's.. .. .. .. .. . 1 111 81 7 5 - - 1 1 1 19 13 271 61 9 25111 ;I77 - 3 101 - --

To.ml , 54f; 33 32 30--;:-1-:15 5 5 I11"3T69" 1061 27539'139' 25 153321{i---s5s'--=-1-:1-: 40
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Commandant Sargent's Brigade.'
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Colonel Sargent's 1 - 1 6 4 3 6 - 1 1 - - - 16 12 250 65 91 97 - 503 1 - 137-
Co[oneIWard'H 111 71 6 5 7 1- 1- 1 1 23 14 241125 7 57 - 430 1 - 211 2 2-

Total '211'2. 131108~J3!111 '21-:1139 26491190 981154--=-193321--=-3482 2-
GeneralSCott'sBrigaiIe.

. ... . .

~
Colonel Lasher'I' 1 1 1 8 7 6 - 1 1 1 - 1 1 22 9 154 34 13 22 15 238 8 n ,132 1 - 2
ColpllelMl!lcom's . 1 1 1 9 8 8 - - 1 1 - 1 - 23 5 151 9 4 12 1 177 8 15 493 1 1-
ColonelDrake's 1 1 - 10 10 10 - - 1 1 - 1 1 29 9 153 72 152 44 16 447 1 11 223 17
ColonelHumphreys's - 1 - 4 5 5 - - 1 1 - 1 - 15 6 142 45 18 16 .4 225 - 4 110 - 8-
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General McDougall's Brigade.
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- - - -
Colonel Martin's.. . .. .. .. . 1 1 1 8 8. 8 8 - 1 1 - 1 1 32 8 198 37 150 - - 385 - 8 190 11 - - -
Colonel Newcpmb'I! , 11] 7 7: 7 7111- 11 28 6.2.5353 23 .3 - .3;32 - 8 1721 - 1 - -
Colonel Forman's - 1 1 6 4 6 1 1 1 - 1 1 13 10 190 32119 17 6 364 2 4 2131 62- 10
Colonel Phillips's 1 - 1

61 4: 4 3 - 1 1 - 1 -~25 15!:1 24 .5 142 .2045 8 3031 - - - 5

TotaL 431528! 3ilZ72813155-: 5,'4IW .:l3 995 p.2ml.38 .12 )5549361 103811731-:"15
General Wadsworth's B,-igade.

. ..

r

I

ColQ!1el Sjlli1Jlan's.. . . .. . . . .
.
"

... 1 1 1 3 3 8 7 - 1 1 - - - 32 15 .
.
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.

2 83 105 49 - 389 - 1 275 - - - 1
ColonelGay s.. . .. .. .. . - 1 6 7 7 8 1 1 1 - 1 1 30 15 ,,189 63 137 40 2 431 2 1 233 - 1 - -
Co]oneISage's 1 1 1 7 8 6 8 - 11 - 1 1 3114 162 194 155 62 - ..494 1 2 170 32- -
Colonel :Shel<iol1~s

"
"... 1 1 8 6 6 8 ]11 1 - - 1 31 14 24073 107 73 - 476 - - 188 1 2 - 1

Colonel Douglass's 1 1 - 3 7 5 5 1,1 - - 1 - 32 17 201 62 120 93 - 476 - - 188 1 2 - 1
ColonelBradley's 1 1 1 8 8

1

8 8 11 Ii 1 - 1 1 32 15 423 80 40 27 - 570 - 1 68 - - 1 1

Total '.' 4 5 53538 4014.i465 -:'4'41189190, .1367 555166434412--28361315 112215,714
General JlIi.ff!in'S"Bdgliile.
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ColQnel Hutchins.o.n's 1 1 1 4 6 3 7 - 1 1 - 1 - 23 14 202 72 10 224 - 508 - 1 31 - 1 - 1
Late Colonel Shee's - 1 1 5 4 6 5 - 1 1 - 1 1 19 9 276 85 107 6 1 47.5 - 6 165 - - 2 1
ColonelMagaw's.. .. ... .. .. .. ... 1 - 1 6 5 7 6 - 1 1 - 1 1 20 10 270 57 120 13 4 464 - 6 176 - 4 - 6
Co]onel Hazlett's ,.. .. ',' - J 1 7

1

6 5 7 - 1 1 - 1 1 22 12 385 6 149 29 - 569 - 1 71 - - - -
1stPennsylvaniaBattalion.. - - - 3 - 3 5 1 1 1 - - c .10 3 95 44 33.4 1 177 7 83031 - - - -
2d do. do : - - 1 4

1

3 4 2 - 1 1 - 1 1 14 3 152 52 30 21 - 255 8 7 2251- - - -
3d do. Musketry
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19\~ .2-=-~
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.u C ,_._ _r ~_._ 0___ .n .~..".~. "..
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RETURN.- Continued.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

. CoinmiSsioned. StaJ.f.
I
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Com'ed. .

RANK AND FILE.
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General Fellows ~s Brigade.

I

~

I

.
'ColonelBolmari's.... .. . . .. .. ... 1 1 1 8 7 8 8 1 1 1 - 1 1 32 15i 286 148 70 85 589 - - - - 1 1 1

Colonel Cm:ey;s 1 1 1 10 10 9 6 - 1 1 - 1 1 36 18 214 144 75 64 557 4 2 169 - - - 1
ColoneISmlths 1

1":~I~~ 8": 1..:~..:..:~~I~~
74 48 539

~~~~..:-=-
1

Total 3 3 3.26 I 251 25 22 21 3 31-1 31 31100 49, 8861 382 219 197 1685 41 21 1691 - I211 3

.MrV°r.Backus;sLight Horse .
\

_

I

-II! 71
7

1

5

\

51-11] 1

1

-

1

11-

1

27

1

6

[

' 125[ 201 1

1

12

\

-, 1581
_

I

.

_

I

-
I 11-1

4

/

-
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Colonel Reed's Virginia 1 1 1 7 9 7 9 - 1 1 - 1 1 31 12

1

280 64 101 17 6 483 - - - - - - 1
Co]oneIChester's ~ ~~~~...2

1

8~~~~~
I
~~~ I'~_ 262 ~~~I-=~~...2~~ 1~ 1

'... ,! .,.' I , . I ' I ITot!ll. . .
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. . ... . . .. .. .. . . . 44,39,48 ,,42,374,352,300,2l,58 58, 4,4840,1473,69114,14;, 47383209,3982,127,25,73510919011,27110449,49,142

Jos. REED, Adjutant General.
-

Return oj the :Regiment of Artillery, commanded by HENRYKNOX,Esq.
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On furlough - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 3
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MSTRIJiUTION.

-
Return of two Brigades of Militia from CONNECTICUTand RHODE-IsL!ND,commanded by Brigadier-General SAL-

TONS'l'ALL and Colonel LIPPET.
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General Saltonstall's Brig-ade.

\

Colonel Douglas

.

s's 1 - 1 9 9 - 4 - 1 1 1 1 32 9 14424 5 17 - 190 1619
MajorRogers's..... .. . . .. .

'"
.. .. .. .. .. ... .. - 111 8 - 7 - 1 1 1 - 40 7 15920 - - 179

L!eutenant-Co]onelEly... 1 - 9

1

9 4 7 - 1 1 1 - 31

.

8

1

219 6 27 9 2

1

263
LIeutenant-ColonelHorsford..... .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 1 1 9 9 - 8 1 1 I 1 - 3715 11538 - - 193

Total 1 "21338/35\4;26111'4141411140139637 88132 26 "2:825 1619
Colonel Commandant Lippet's l1rigade.

\

~
Colonel Lippet's 1 1 112 9 - 10 - 1 1 1 - 4421 34314 44 52 - 453 - - - - - - -
Lieutenant-Colonel Stoors's 1 1 5 6 1 7 1 1 1 1 - 37]4 15216 47 37 1253 4 3137 - -
MajorGreaves;s - 1

1

6 6 - 2 1 1 1 1 - 29 8 14324 27 44 3243 - - - -

Total. 1"2!3 23211,191"213331-=-110;43163854118133 4949 43,1371-=-1-=-"~r,-

JOS. REED, Adjutant-General.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

N, B. General Lincoln's Militia from .Massachusetts, computed at four thous!lnd, so scattered and ignorant of the forms of returns, that none
can be got. The magazines

.

of provisions being formed along the Sound, and among people of an inimical disposition, it is absolutely necessary
they should be well guarded. Two Regiments of New-Hampshire Militia on command-one at the White-Plains, the other at the Fishkills,
under the like circumstanceS,

The moving state of the Army has prevented returns being made since the above date. J. REED.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.
Albany, Oetober 5,177-6.

DEAR SIR: I have not yet had a line from Congress, nor
are any of the military or other states So long since sent Jor
yet i\nived.

A letter which I yesterday received from a friend advises
me that the Committee appointed to inquire into the causes
in Canada, were to report on fflonday last. It seems hard
that such an inquiry should have been gone into without
giving me notice of it, without calling on me to answer for
my conduct, or even to explain any matter.

I am informed that Congress has some time since entered
into an exculpatory resolve in favour of General Wooster,
which has been published in the papers. A total silence
with respect to me must therefore indicate to the publick
that I am culpable. I shall, however, exculpate myself in
a narration, supported by incontrovertible proofs, and leave
the publick to judge whether I am, or who is in fault.
Until then I wish the candid and ingenuous to suspend
their judgment.

Mr. Avery ought to lose no time'in coming down. The
cold season is rapidly advancing, and much is to be done.

.,'
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I have given Captain Varick directions to inquire what be-
comes of the boards sawed at Cheshire's, and to any thing
that may be out of order.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. Sc HUYLER.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

SAMUEL MABBETT TO THE NEW YORK CONVENTION.

October 5, 1776.

GENTLEMEN OF THE CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF

NEw-YORlC Whereas I have made a practice for many
years past, of taking in large quantities of beef and pork;
and whereas it appears that them commodities may be
much wanting in the present service, and I have provided
a quantity of salt for that purpose, and I have already con-
tracted with a great number of different persons for large
quantities of provisions. I have been informed that the
Committee have ordered that all the salt that I have shall
be sold on "Mondaynext, therefore I beg leave to submit
the matter to this honourable Convention, whether I may
be permitted to keep two hundred and fifty bushels of salt
for the above use. Your compliance will much oblige your
friend to serve, &c. SAML.MABBETT.

Cor,ONEL JAMES EASTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 21, 1776.]
Albany, October 5,1776.

DEAR S~R: The Commissioners from Congress inform
me that their power from Congress to settle accounts fmm
the Northern department is inadequate for that purpose.
Officers from various parts, at great expense, have applied
for settlements without succeeding. I have spent almost
three months at my own expense to settle my own account,
and it's not done yet. Warner's and Cady's regiments have
not got their pay, and a general murmuring ensues. I earn-
estly pray that the Commissioners from Congress may be
fully authorized to settle the accounts laid before them.

Colonel Brown has applied, agreeable to order of Con-
gress, for a court of inquiry for himself and me, but without
success, and it's evident General Arnold will evade the
trial if possible, as there appears not the least spark of evi-
dence against us. A general complaint among officers of
all ranks as well as soldiers, is heard against him, and it's
hoped he will, ere long, meet the just demerits of deeds.

By a resolve of Congress I am reserved in pay for future
employment, as I suppose. I don't desert this cause, nor
think it a bad one, because I have been abused by General
Arnold and others, but if could, shall exert myself in it,
having determined never to yield until my country's liber-
ties are secured. Notwithstanding, as circumstances are
with me should gladly take an honourable discharge and my
pay, and quit the service. If that's not granted, would beg
leave that I might know what I am to do. If it's to raise
men for the winter service, it's time I was about it; if it's
to fill any vacancy, should be glad to know as soon as may
be, where and what.

Sir, I am your most obedient, humble servant,
JAMES EASTON.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., at Philadelphia.

TRYON COUNTY COMMITTEE TO MESSRS. PARRIS, MOORE, ETC.
In Committee of the County of Tryon , October5,1776.

GENTLEMEN: In the other letter of this day's date we
forgot to mention to you the absolute necessity we are
under for money. The people to whom money is due are
daily calling on us. You will therefore, if possible, obtain
four hundred pounds New~ York currency for us, and if one
of you do not come up soon send it by the 'bearer, Lieu-
tenant Simmonds, of the Rangers.

We shall have the accounts ready to be sent down to
Congress soon.

We again .recommend it earnestly to you to obtain an
answer to the letters to Congress, so that we have them by
the bearer. Weare, gentlemen, your humble servants.

By order: JOHN FREY, Chairman.

To Messrs. Parris, .JJ.loore, Harper, and Newkirk, in Pro-
vincial Congress, Fishkill.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL GATES.

Lebanon, October 5, 1776.

SIR: Last evening I received your acceptable favour of
the 30th of September last. I have received fi'om the hon-
ourable Congress of the United States their resolution for
inlisting a new army of eighty-eight battalions, to serve
during the present war, with the bounty of money and land
therein offered; that the appointment of all officers,and the
filling up vacancies, except General officers, be left to the
Governments of the several States. The quota assigned
this State is eight battalions.

The appointment of suitable officers is agreed to be a
matter of the greatest consequence to the States and armies.

;Have to ask your favour to take some suitable steps to fur-
nish me with the knowledge of such in your army as are
willing to undertake and fit for the service. Have requested
the same favour of General Washington. Please consult
Brigadier-General TVaterbury,and when field officers are
agreed on, they may be able to point out the best Captains
and subaJterns for the several companies in the regiment or
regiments in your quarter, subject to your correction.

I shall meet the General Assembly at New-Haven, the
11th instant. Have ordered the post-rider to come to me
at that place; by him shall expect your information on this
subject. I have enclosed one of the resolutions of Con-
gress; that body are extremely busy, which must p]ead
their excuse for not writing to you. I am unacquainted
with the road you mention; shall readily join in makin" the
necessary road as good as possible.

0

The situation of the army on York Island, from best
information, appears good; their preparations to receive the
enemy very considerably advanced. The danger seems
most from the want of security against the enemy's entrance
of North River. The works in the river and the strength
at Fort Washington are increasing, and hope may prevent
the shjps from going up the North River.

I am, with esteem and regard, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, J TONTH. RUMBULL.
To Hon. Major-General Gates.

BENJAMIN PAINE TO GOVERNOUR TRU!\IBULL.

Hartford, October 5, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: Agreeable to your

Honour's requisition, I have enclosed a list of the prisoners
of war ordered to this State, and under the care of the
Committee for Prisoners here. Have endeavoured to make
it as perfect as I can, and am persuaded there are but few
erroul'sor omissions, though the materials which I had to form
it from were not so correct and descriptive as could wish.

I am,sorry that i! has be~n delayed so long beyond your
~onour s expectatlo?~ whlc,h was occasion~d by a long
Illness I have been vIsIted with, and from which I have not
yet recovered, though through the goodness of God the
symptoms of my disorder are mitigated, and have n~w a
prospect of a restoration to health.

My attention to this business has greatly fatigued me in
my present weak state, but the publick exigency requiring
it, I judged it my ~uty to undertake it, as the other gentle-
men of the Committee were absent. Hope it will meet
your Honour's approbation.

I have the honour to be your Honour's most obedient
humble servant,

To Governour Trumbull.
BENJA. PAINE.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, October 5, 1776.

SIR: Y?\lr Exce!le~cy's letter of the 17th instant, by
the Committee of thIs State, hath been received.

Deputy Governour Bradford informed you that it had
been recommended to Colonel Richmond to march with his
battalion to join. y?ur army; since. which Mr. Hopkins, a
member fi'omtlus :Stateof the Contmental Congress, arrived
here, by wb~se advice it was concluded to stop their march,
and to permIt such of the men as should incline to inJist
into tbe Continental navy. The reasons that induced the
Commit,tee to aJter their fi~st i~tention, were these: eight
compames of the twelve ot whICh that battalion consists
were inlisted about the middle of November last, for a year;
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but part of the regiment of Militia from the ft'[assachusetts
is YfJt arrived, and it will be some time longer before .the
remainder will arri\'e, SQ that by the time Colonel. Rtc~-
nwnd's battalion could be got under proper regulations 111
cam p their inlistments would expire, and it might be, .
expected they would return home to the great discourage-
ment of the' troops left behind. In th~t, battalion are.a
considerable number of seamen, who, It IS thought, wJll
enter in the navy, and in the present scar~ity of sea~en in
this State, upwards of twelve hundred bem~ at sea m the
different privateers, it is absolutely impossible to supply
them with men in any other way. ,

After the Committee had taken the last-mentIOned
resolution Mr. Burr, a yentleman of character, arrived here
from Gov~rnour Trumb:lll with a plan of landing a body of
men upon the east end of Long-L~land, and collecting a
considerable naval' force in the Sound. Upon conference
with him and Commodore Ropkins, the Committee deter-
mined to recommend it .to Colonel Richmond to proceed
~ith such part of his battalion as shQuld nO,t enter into the
sea service, to }lcw-London, there to receive orders from
such Generi!l officers as you shou]d appoint to command in
that expedition. , ,

'The two row-galleys of this State, wIth about sIxty whale-
boats from the lJ.1assachusetts, and between twenty and
thirty belonging to us, will proceed to New-London with
the battalion and their bacrcrac-e. The galleysand whale-0::> ::>

TT k 'boats will be under the direction of Commodore .nop 'ms,
to assist in the expedition. , .

' 'I last niaht received the resolutIons of Congress for mhst-
in!TeiYhty -~i"ht battalions in the Continental service duringo 0 ~

the war, copies of which without doubt ha~~ .bee~ trans-
mitted to your Excellency. By them a reqUIsItIon !S made
of two battalions from this State. At the same time, we
are informed by Mr, President Hancock, that the troops
now in service belonging to the several States wl!o shall
inlist for, the war, will be considered as part of theIr quota
in the American army.

There are four battalions in Continental pay which were
originally rais'ed by this State, viz:, C?I?nel Varnum's,
Co]onel Hitchcock's, and Colonel LIppItt s, who are now
in the army under your command, and Colonel Richmond's,
which is under orders for New-London.

I write by this opportunity to the three former to make
report to me of the officers in their severa] battalions w,ho
will engage to serve during the war. And by the ad~lce
of the Committee, I request your Excellency to transmit to
me, to be laid before the General Assembly at their session
on the Q8th instant, the names of such of them as you shall,

think merit promotion.
I bey leave to assure your Excellency that this State

will giv~ all possible efficacy and despatch to those important
resolutions; and that I am, with grea~ sincerity and esteem,
sir, your most obedient and most humble ~en'ant,

N ICH. COOKE.

To His Excellency General George Washington, Esquire,
General and Commander-in-Chiefof the Forces of the
Unitcd States of Amcl,ica.
P. S. This letter will be delivered to your Excellency

by Mr, Jonathan Hazard, who is a member of the General
Assembly of this State, and whom I beg leave to recommend
to YOllr attention.

CmmODOI;t,E aOI'KINS TO GOVERNOUI;t TRl"M)3ULL,

Provid~nc~, October 5, 1776,

SIR: I received yours of the 1st and 3d of this instant,
and have laid them before the Governour and Council, and
they have passed the enclosed resolves. The Alfred and
Hampden are ready; the two new frigates I expect wiJI be
ready in about a week if they can be manned, which none
of the four are half at present.

'

I shall do all in my power to forward your expedition,

and join your fleet whenever you give orders so to do, at
New-London, but expect you will excuse me to Congress,
for not putting their orders in execution with respect to
some of the fleet.

I am, with great respect, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of Con-.
necticut, at Lebanon.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN BRi\DFORp.
Providenc~, Octob~r 5, 1776.

SIR: Captain Whipple showed me a letter from you
respecting the agency of the people belonging to tl,1e fleet:
This is, therefore, to empower you to act as their agent
until further orders. Although you are a total stranger,
any other ways than' being appointed by the honoura?le
Continental Congress, we think it sufficient recommendation
to empower you to act as our agent as long as you act to
our satisfaction. '

In behalf of the officers and men in the navy, I am, sir,
your most humble servant,

ESEK HOPKINS.

To Mr. John Bradford, Agentfor the ContinentalFleet at
BQston.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Council Chamb~r, Wat~rtown, Octob~r 5,1776.

SIR: In consequence of the measures taken by this
Government to engage a number of Indians, of the Penob-
scot, St. John's, and 1Uickmack tribes, in the sen'ice of the
United Stqtes of America, agreeable to the desire of your
Excellency, seven of the Penobsc,ot tribe have in~isted for
the term of one year, and have arrIved here on their way to
New- York. As they were very poorly clothed, and would
not proceed without some supply, we have furnished them
with a few necessary articles, amounting to twenty pounds,
four shillings and four-pence, lawfu] money, which must be
stopped out of their wages and their subsistence, which
amounts to fifteen pounds, sixteen shillings and five-pence.
And we have advanced Mr. Andrew Gilman, who has the
care of them, twenty pounds, lawful money, in order to sub-
sist them in their way to New- York. These were al! that ~
could be obtained from that tribe, and whether you can'
depend upon any from the St. John's or the Mickmack$
tribes, we have not as yet any certain intelligence.

In the name and behalf of the Council, I am, with great
respect, your humble servant.

To His Excel!ency General Washington..

LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN BOSTON TO IUS FRIEND IN

THE COUNTRY.

Octob~r 5, 1776.

SIR: In compliance with your desire, I send you a few
thoughts that obviously occurred to me upon reading the
late conference between Lord Howe and a Committee of
the Continental Congress.

As his Lordship was pleased to convey by General Sulli-
van a message to Congress, importing" his being desirous of
-having a conference with some of its. members, whom he
should consider for the presei1t as privategentlemen,"de-
claring in said message" that he, in conjunction with General
Howe, had ful! powers to compromise the dispute between
Great Britain and America, upon terms advantageous to
both," it was the expectation of some, in agreement with
the desire of aI!, that it would have been made evident to
the Committee sent by the Congress to his Lordship, that
those ful! powers he spake of were really vested in him,
together with the General his brother; and that such pro-
po'sals, in consequence of such powers, would have been
made, as might have laid a foundation, at least, for the set-
tlement of peace between Great Britain .and America.
But, by the reportwhich the Committee made to Congress,
after their conference with Lord Howe, it appears,that they
judged" His Lordship's commission contained no other
authority of importance than what is expressed in the act of
Parliament,viz: that of pardon, with such exceptions as
the Commissioners shal! think proper to make, and declaring
America, or any part of it, to be in the King's peace upon
submission." Nothing more was therefore opened to them,
than what his Lordship had before said in his printed dec-
laration, no authority pointed out to settle the dispute with
America, but upon the terms specified in the Parliamentary
act; which hasleft us in just the same state with respect to
the communication of any new authority, we Werein before
this conference; making it insignificant to any salutary
purpose.

His Lordship, 'tis true, as the report of the Committee'
says,

"
entered into a discourse of considerable length, wbich

contained no explicit proposition of peace except one, viz:
58

.
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that the Colonies should return to their allegiance and obe-
dience to the Govf~rnment of Great Britain. The rest
consisted principally of assurances." Of \Vllat? An assu-
rance, "that there was an exceeding good disposition in
the King and his Ministers to make that government easier
to us." Could his Lordship possibly think, that such
words of assurance, indirect contradiction to a long series of
conduct, expressive of a malevolent disposition to an high
degree of excess, would be satisfactory to the Committee,
or 'Congress, or its constituents? After many humble peti-
tions and remonstrances, setting forth the many grievous
things Amenca lay groaning under, taking rise from this
"exceeding good disposition" in the Britannick Ministry, all
which petitions and remonstrances, instead of being heark-
ened to, were not only treated with insolent contempt, but
repeatedly followed with heavily increased additions to our
former hardships. I say, after this to speak in the strong
words of assurance, not only of the good, but the exceeding
good, disposition of the King and his Ministers, could have
no other tendE,ncy than to inflame the minds of Americans,
and fin them with resentment. It is to me very extraordi-
nary, that his Lordship should so much as lisp a word of the
good disposition of the King and Ministry towards America,
when he could not but know, from what they were now
doing, as well as from what they barbarously had done, that
notwithstanding its pretended goodness, it was rather to be
dreaded, th.an relied on for safety. Another assurance,
or rather insinuation was, "that in case of our submission,
they (that is the King and his Ministers) would cause tl<le
offensive acts of Parliament to be revised, and the instmc-
tions to Governours to be reconsidered." And why? Says
the report of the Committee, "that so if any just causes of
complaint were found in the acts, or any errours in govel'O-
ment were perceived to have crept into the instructions,
they might be amended or withdrawn." 'Tis strange his
Lordship should bring in the qualifying supposition" if:"

"
If there be any just causes of complaint." With Americans

there is no" if" in the case. They are universally convinced,
and from what they have unhappily felt, that they had just
cause of complaint against those acts and instructions. And

. had his Lordship considered but a moment, he would, or
might have known, that a "revisal of those acts, and a recon-
sideration of the instructions to Governours for amendment,
if there was need of it, were not the things we desired, or
could be satisfied with. Nothing short of a total, everlasting
repeal of those acts, as unfit on account of their barbarity
and cruelty to be in fo~ce, and an absolute withdrawal of
many of these instructions, as inconsistencies with that lib-
erty we have a right to, would or could give content.

The truth is, notwithstanding the assurances and insinua-
tions of his Lordship, with respect to the offensive acts and.
instructions, the Ministry would be left to act their own
pleasure, and might have refused a revisal or reconsideration
of them, if they saw fit; which sovereign, arbitrary pleasure
of the present Ministry is too well known to us, especially as
we have unhappily had so much reason to know what it is
to have the least dependence on it. Nor would it have
been relied on by America had she continued in her state
of dependence.

Upon the whole it would be undoubtedly the wisdom and
for the interest of the American States to depend, under the
patronaO'e of Heaven, upon themselves and such alliances
as they ~TIay be able to come into with foreign States, fOl'
security in the enjoyment of those liberties we have an un-
alienable right to as men and as Christians, and not upon the
British King and bis Ministers, from whom we have suffered
more than might have been expected had we been under
the most arbitrary Government in Europe. It very clearly
appears to me, as I know it does to many others, notwith-
standing the appointment of Commissioners to treat with the
Americans upon terms of peace, as their appointment is con-
nected with the mission of a much greater force, both by sea
and land, than was ever seen in these parts of the world, that
tbe Ministry did not intend to make peace but llpon the
terms proposed in the act of Parliament, that is, in other
worde, upon ~mr submission as slaves to an arbitrary and
despotick Government. And it is yet further evident to me
that the ministerial appointment of Commissioners, with
pretended full powers to settle the dispute between Great
Britain and America, was chiefly designed to amuse the
peo-ple at home, and through misrepresentation to make

them believe that the fault would be wholly ours if matters
were not accommodated upon reasonable terms. The
Ministry could not expect, they did not expect, our submis-
sion, unless upon terms that would secure to us our rights
and liberties. They knew they did not intend this, and
contrived this expedient that they might have, as they
imagined, something plausible to throw among the people of
England to hurt us and strengthen themselves.

I have now, in a cursory way, given you my sentiments
with respect to the conference between Lord Howe and the
90mmittee of Congress, and you may make what use of
them you please.

Your friend and humble servant, AMERICANUS.

To Mr.

Portsmouth, N, H" October 5, 1776.

Yesterday arrived here the brigantine Marquis of Kildare,
Captain Thomas Palmer, in seven weeks from Bordeaux,
with a cargo of military stores, &c. He informs us the
French treated him with the utmost kindness, and seemed
ready to do every thing in their power to serve him; that
the custom-house officers permitted the American vessels to
pass without examination, while the English were all
searched.

SILAS'DEANE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.
Paris, October 6,1776.

SIR: Yours of the 1st instant I received, and observe by
the contents that Mr. Lee is returned to London. I have
not seen Mr. Ellis. In answer to your queries: First, a
reconciliation between Great Britain and the United States
of America is improbable ever to take place; it is abso-
lutely impossible, until after the sitting of Patliament. ,_

Second!y, Admiral Howe jo.inedhisbrother early.in August,
and sent on shore to General Washington a letter, which
was returned unopened, as no title was given to General
Wa{lhington; a second was sent, and met the same fate.
The Congress justified the General in his' conduct, and
ordered him to rec~ive no letters, except they were directed
to him with his proper title. Lord Howe sent to the Gov-
emOUt'Sof several Colonies his proclamation, which, by the
army and people of New- York, was treated with contempt
and ridicule. Thus matters continued until the 20th of
August, when General Howe had collected his whole force,
and was preparing to attack New- York. On the other
side, all the eminences and advantageous posts near the
city were secured and fortified, and the Americans strongly.
intrenched on them; the city of New- York fortified with
batteries next to the water, and all the principal streets
with barriers across them, and, at the same time, the houses
filled with combustibl\}s ready to be set on fire, should the
city be found tenable. The two men-of-war, which had
passed up the river abo\'e the city, were returned terribly
damaged by attacking a battery.. This, in a word, was the
state of affairs in New-York on the 20th of August, from
which important news may be expected every hour.

Thirdly, I know wha' Dr. Franklin's sentiments were
when I left America, and that nothingbut a miraclecould
convert him to wish for an accommodation on other terms
than the independence of the Colonies. Depend upon it,
my good friend, the Ministry of Great Britain labour inces-
santly to propagate stories of an accommodation, for it is
well known, that they despair of reducing the Colonies by
arms this campaign; at the close of which, the national
debt will amount to nearly £150,OOO,OuOsterling, part of
which will remain unfunded; and where are their resources
for supporting the next campaign? He that can discover
the philosopher's stone can answer.

To your fourth query, you will excuse my answering
more, than that your conjecture is not far out of the way.
My letter will inform you why I must still delay sending
what I promised you the 14th ultimo. In the mean time,
sir, you may add to indigo and rice, tobacco, logwood,
redwood, sugar, coffee, cotton, and other West-India pro-
duqe, which pass through the hands of the North-Ameri-
cans, in payment for their supplies to the West-India
Islands, which cannot exist without their produce. Also,
in course of trade, spermaceti oil and salt-fish may be sup-
plied to Prussia and Germany as cheap, or cheaper from
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the Colonies, than fi'om Holland and Germany. The
United Colonies exported to Europe, chieAy indeed to
Great Britain, fish-oil, whalebone, spermaceti, furs and
peltry of every kind, masts, spars, and timber, pot and pearl
ashes, flax-seed, beef, pork, butter and cheese, horses and
oxen; to the West-Indies chieAy, wheat-flour, bread, rye,
Indian com, lumber, tobacco, iron, naval stores, beeswax,
rice, and indigo, &c., &c., to the amount of more than
£4,000,000 sterling annually, and for some years past, and
received the pay in European manufactures; and when
I remind you that the inhabitants of that country double
their number every twenty years, and inform you that this
exportation has increased for the last century in the same
ratio, you will be able to form some idea of this commerce,
and of how much importance it is to Europe. I hope, by
the coming post, to send you some favourable news from
America; and I may not add to this without missing the
post.

I am, with the most
obedient servant,

sIncere esteem, dear sir, your most

SILAS DEANE.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRmr BILBOA, DATED OCTOBER 6,
1776.

By this time we judge the capital events of the American
armies are over, and from the silence observed in the Court
of London, every body imagines the King's troops have
been worsted. All Europe is in expectation of what has
happened on your side, and we in hourly hopes of some
arrival. May God Almighty bring it soon, and to our
entire satisfaction, is the hearty wish of those that are and
will be with true esteem.

Weare now on the 14th instant, and your favour 22d
August, per Lee, is come to hand, after thirty-nine days'
passage, in which he took five prizes, so that he will make
a fine voyage if they get in sme. On his arrival one Mr.
Gomaz, who receives some Newfoundlanders, applied to.
the Commissary to stop the vessel, on account of her being
an illegal privateer; and said Commissary granted it, and
ordered the master to present his commission, which we
had him comply with, with a proper protest and petition,
insistmg on his being set at liberty; upon which it was
ordered that the vessel should remain until his Majesty
should give instructions how to proceed about it. As soon
as we heard of it, we drew out a fine petition for his Majesty,
and despatched an expre,ss for the purpose, and, notwith-
standing the power and activity of the Brit£sh Ambassador,
we have obtained a charming order from his Catholick

. Majesty, a copy whereof you have herein translated into
English, by which you see the point is now settled for the
future, and all American vessels are allowed to enter into
our ports without distinction, whether privateers or mer-
chantmen. On sight hereof our Commissary released
Captain Lee's ves$el immediately, and is now getting things
in order to proceed home. Some great news are just come
to hand.

In consequence of the express sent to ~Madrid, we find
the Commissary has received orders from his Majesty to
inform Captain Lee, and all other Americans, that all their
vessels, viz: privateers and prizes, will have all manner of
assistance in the Spanish ports; to say, they will be safe
and unmolested, and will be provided with every thing but
the articles prohibited in such cases. In short, that a strict
neutrality will be observed by his Catholick Majesty, so
that you may henceforward be quite easy, and send your
vessels freely, as well as prizes from any quarter whatso-
ever. You ought to improve this fine opening, and your
worthy rulers ought to send over somebody, or empower
some person.

Weare with joy, but in haste.

MARQ.UIS OF GRIMALDY, PRI~IE MINISTER IN SPAIN, TO 1>.

MANUEL DE MOLLINEDO, COMMISSARY OF MARINE.

St. IIdephonso, October 7, 1776.

By your letter of the 4th instant, arid the testimony that
accompanied it, his Majesty is acquainted with what has
occurred respecting the Am.erican schooner Hawk, Captain
John Lee, from the time of his entry to the time of your
laying her under a formal embargo, by obliging her to
deliver up the tiller; all at the instance of Don Vera Fran-

cisco Gomez de la Terra, inhabitant of your place. His
Majesty has likewise seen the protest of said American
Captain, against all the damages that might ensue. In
consequence of which, says to you, that whereas his
Majesty, from the great friendship he po~sesses for his
Britannick Majesty, maintains a perfect neutrality in the
present war,. not giving to the Golonists any of these
aids prohibited in like cases, so likewise it corresponds to
the same neutrality, not to deny them entrance into his
ports, which they have been always used to enjoy, so
long as they respect the territories of his Majesty, in proper
terms.

Besides the above, his Majesty thinks Mr. Gomez an
unqualified, improper person to solicit a proceeding of this
nature. You \\ill therefore be pleased immediately to put
said Am.erican in full liberty, returning him all his papers,
and permitting him to purchase what provisions and goods
he needs to return to his own eountry, but without assisting
in any prohibited articles.

Signed: - MARQ.UIS OF GRIMALDY.

GENF;RAL LEWIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 28,1776: referred to the Board of War.]

Williamsburg, October 6, 1776.

SIR: Captain Charles Harrison, commanding the train of
Artillery, will do himself the honour of waiting on you, in
order to obtain instructions from the honourable the Con-
gress respecting his company. He will give a proper
return, by which not only his number of officers and men,
but the number of cannon, and the different stations will be
pointed out, with the distanees the batteries are from each
other, whieh will di~cover the necessity of having his com-
pany augmented. His number is certainly too small to
man the different batteries,

"'S the several stations are very
wide of each other. "

I am, with great respect, honourable sir, your most obe-
dient and very humble servant,

ANDREW LEWIS, Brigadier-General

To Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

COLONEL PATTERSON TO C1ESAR RODNEY.

Head-Quarters, Amboy, October 6, 1776.

SIR: Your three favours came to hand last evening.
For answer, I am extremely sorry for your situation, and
fear your disorder. As soon as I received yours, went
about the inquiry for the root. There is so few of the
inhabitants in town, that it was some time in the night
before I got to hear of such. At last found an old lady,
who I gave money to, to send off this morning for some.
As yet she has not arrived, or should have sent it by this
hand, Doctor Spencer, of New- Castle. She says it is never
got tiU November, and then used to be brought into town
to sell; used as a tea; and to her knowledge has cured
many that came here on purpose. I shall not fail of for-
warding it to-day to Woodbridge; to go by post.

.

As to the other parts of your letters, ha ve not full time to
answer. As to Mr. Watson, have not seen him. Shall let
him know the answer to his; but believes he does not want
to resign, as h.e begins to know,.like all ~he rest, th~t money
cal) be made III that way; and If so, beheves he wIll acqui-
esce in small bluffs.

Captain Caldwell's company and Colonel Hodgson ar-
rived here about the 1st instant. They are all here now
but what Captain Mitchell's men are to foUow him.

. I received a letter f~om !he Hon. f!eorge Read, acquaint-
mg me another battalIon IS to be raIsed with us. I cannot
see the propriety of such an attempt, when mine is not
near full and full officered, to save expenses. I' should
thought, as w~ are not, more than. four hundred and fifty
men, officers Included, Instead of SIX hundred, and at this
season, so far advanced, is, in my humble opinion, hurting
the intention. If any such should come, they must be
mostly of the Militia kind; and half a month will cure them
for ever going again, and persuade others not, -if you should
be ordered to rai~e one in the sprin.g. They can only say
they go up the hili and down, at tins season, as the time is
so short.

We left Ca ptain ]}litchell's drum at the maker's, by acci.
dent. I can sell all our drums and I believe colours, at

...
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the end of our campaign, if ordered. This you can con-
sult, and let me know.

My compliments to Mr. Read and Mr. j)lcKean.
I am, sir, your most humble servant,

SAM. PATTERSON.

Captain TVoodgate is sick. Three men,dead in our bat-
talion, from below. About seventy now sick. S. P.

GENERAl, WASHINGTON TO GENERA.LHOWE.
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 6, 1776.

Sm: I beg leave to inform you that in consequen~e of
my directions, founded on your favour of the ;;n~t ~ltImo,
Governour3 Browne and Skene are arrived wIthin the
neighbourhood of this place, and will be conveyed to-mor-
row between the hours of one and two, to one of the ships
of \~ar in the North River, when it is hoped that my Lord
Stirling will be permitted to return, as also Mr. Lovell, if
he is come from Halifax.

The particuJar manner in which you rest upon me, by
yom letter of the 4th instant, a performance of the agree-
ment between General Arnold and Captain Forster, was
entirely unexpected, as I enclosed you, some time ago, the
resolutions of Congress upon the subject, by which YOll

would perceive that they, to whom I am amenable, bad
taken upon tbemselves the consideration of the matter.

As to the prisoners mentioned in my letter of the 23d,
their exchange shall be efteoted as soon as the circumstances
I made you acquainted with will admit of.

The enclosed note for Mrs. De Lanay you will be
pleased to have conveyed by the earliest opportunity.

I am, sir, with great respect, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-General Howe.

COLONEL WEBB TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters on Harlem Heights, October 6, 1776,

Sm: I am directed by his Excellency to inform YOll,

that in the night, about twelve o'clock, our men distinctly

heard the enemy throwing tools into boats from JYloutresor's

and Blackwell's (glands, and that boats were moving up

the Sound most of the night. Abollt daylight twenty boat-

loads of men rowed up, and landed on one of the islands
called the Two-Brothers.

The General thinks the above manceuvre should not, in
the least, draw your attention from JYlorrisiana, though a
good look-out should be kept on all their movements; and
at the same time bids me add that no time should be lost
in taking possessionof the hill you yesterday mentioned to
him, below the gut.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
SAM'L M. WEBB, A. D. C.

To Major-General Heath.

GENERAL SCOTT TO GENERAL HEATH.
Camp near King's Bridge, October 6, 1776.

My DEARGENERAL: I received your order of battle last
night just going to bed, with which I am highly pleased in
every respect, except that of my being placed in the centre.
I think I ought to take the right, as I know but two Briga-
diers in the army, Lord Stirling and General j)lijJlin, that
rank before me. Of this I am sure I shall be able to con-
vince you, by showing you that I have been a Continental

Brigadier-G3neral since the 9th June last, yet at Head-
Quarters and elsewhere Generals Parsons, Pierson, and
lUcDougall, and even General Clinton, who claims rank of
me in consequence of a commission from 0111'Convention of
an older date than mine, but merely constituting him Briga-
dier of the Militia of Ulster County, are preferred to me.
I urge this not to induce YOll now to a change, especially in
General Clinton's absence: I only mean to put in my claim,
and leave the change of disl}Osition, jf we should have
leisure for it, to some future time.

I have accounts from Mrs. Scott of her being at Tapan,
with her whole family in one room, she o~'erwbelrned with
distress and continua]Jy in tears, not knowing how to dispose

. of all that are dear to her except myself. She cannot be
comforted tiJI she sees me, and receives my directions for her

future disposal. I have a light skiff that rows with four

oars, which wj]] be the most expeditious way of going to
her, and I promise you, unless accide~lts should h,appen, not
to sleep till I return. I shall set off In .an hour, !f I do not
receive youI' orders to the contrary, whIch shallm all cases
be obeyed by, sir, your most obedient servant,

JNO. MORIN SCOTT;

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DUER.
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 6, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Tbe enemy did not give lIS the trouble of
removing them from Harlem last evening. They went off"
themselves. They had been levelling some small works
we had thrown up there when our troops quartered ill that
town, and not throwing up new, as we thought.

Our troops have evacuated Bergen and the places adja~
cent, and will form an entire body, under General Greene,
in Jersey, opposite to this post. When Lee arrives, I think
we may form-a fine disposition: Greene in .lersey, the Gen-
eral on this side Harlem, in the centre, and Lee on the other
side. A bridge of boats is to be thrown over lIadem
River, just at this place, whicb will form a fine, easy com-
munication between, should the attack be made either on
one side or the other.

I have not to add but that Lord Stirling's exchange
takes place to-morrow, Governour Browne being arrived.

I have the honourto be, sir, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duel', Esq., Fishkill.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CoNGRESS.

King's Bridge, October 7,1776.

Sm: I received yours of the 3d instant, enclosing resolve
respecting salt and salted provisions, and Mr. lfi1ease pur-
chasincr one hundred ho"sheads rum for me. . As to the last
I had °an agent at Philadelphia purchasing f~r me? I wish
they mayn't interfere; rum and other West-Indza artldes ar~.
now becomingplenty, brought from the eastward to Buy
Rum river, within seventeen miles of tbis place, for sale,
where I have ]ately purchased large quantities on very good
terms. As to salt "andsalted provisions, 1 have and shall
immediately take effectual care. The only danger I appre-
hend is tal' want of salt. Tbis matter I mentionedto Mr.
Sherman, Gerry, and Lewis, when here, and pointed out to
them fully what I proposed, and what I thought necessary
to be done by Congress, and hoped by tbis time to have re-
ceived the needful orders, but am yet disappointed. I find
the resolve of Congress is antecedent to their gelting to
Philadelphia.

What I mentioned to the Committee was, that a very
considerable part of the salt in the country is in thp.hands
of Continental agents, on whom I ought to have orders for
the delivery of it to l1Ieor my order; and I apprehend that
all the salt in tbe country win fall very short of a sufficiency.
I proposed th.at Co~gress ~houldgive me su~h.ord~rs as
would indemmfy me 111sendmg abroad and brmglng m, or
encouraging persons to bring in a sufficient 9uantity f~r Con-
tinental use, as might be necessary for ~altmg prOVISIonsfor
the army; by which means I may be sparing of salt ~t
first saltincr and repack and pickle as I can get the salt III
afterwards~' A bare authority to purchase I suppose will
not be sufficient for this pmpose. I have already engaged
proper persons from Philadelphia to New-Hampshire, in
every proper place in each State, to purchase up eve~y
bushelof salt to be had, and to prepare casks and take In
salt and cllre pork and beef.

The38 matters need an immediate attention, and I pro-
pose going into New-England for the purpose as soon as I
can have orders fi'omCongresson their agents, and the pro-
posed indemnification, ~f thought proper by Cong:ess: I
would have gone ere thIs, but for want of them; gomg ISof
no importance ti]] I have them. I must first know what
salt I can be sure of before I purchase provisions, and adopt
my orders to the circumstances of the case. I really grudge
every moment that is lost in this matter. I shall exert my-
self, and fear nothing but what I mention. ..

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most obedIent, humble
servant, Jos. TRUMBULl"

Messrs. Stockton and Clymer left this yesterday morning.
They beg me to press the matter of salt.
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CAPTAIN CLUGGAGE TO COLONEL HAND.

Camp at De Laney's Mj]]s, October 6, 1776.

SIR: It is with great concern I am to request you'H please
to accept of my resignation of the commissio~ of elde:t
Captain, which I have had the honour to hold In the regI-
ment under your command.

"A eonstant attention to every part of duty ~nthe ,s~rvICe
which my commission demanded, from the earlIest ralsmg of
the regiment to this time, I Aattered myself would ever be

. the surest means to secure me the favour of the United
States, at least so far as by my rank in the service I had
reason to expect. But, sir, from the late promotion of an
officer over my head, so much my junior, to the rank of
Major, I find my mistake, and therefore think myself called
upon to quit the service, which shall, however, h,we my
most hearty wishes for its success; as it shaH ever b~ the
rule of my conduct to disengage myself from any sel'VlceI
may be en<Tarredin in which Promotion must be often con-o

'"
,

fsidered as the marks of interest and not the reward 0
merit.

I must beg that you'll please to forward this a,ccount of
my resignation to his ExceJlency General Washmgto.n, as
soon as convenient, in order that an officer may be appomted
in my room.

I have the honour to be, \vith great respect, your most
obedient, humble servant, ROBImT CLUGGAGE.

To Colonel Edward Hand, commanding the First Regiment
at De Laney's .Mills.

EXTRAC1!!OF A LETTER FROM JOHN JAY TO GOUVERNEUIt

MORRIS: DATED FISHKILL, OCTOBER 6, 1776.

Had I been vested with absolute power in this State, I
have often said and still think that I would last spring have
desolated all Long-Island, Staten-Island, the City and
County of New- York, and all that part of the County of
fiVestchesterwhich lies below the mountains. I would then
have stationed the main body of the army in the mountains
on the east, and eight or ten thousand men in the highlands,
on the west side of the river. I would have directed the
river at Fort Montgomery, which is nearly at the southern
extremity of the mountains, to be so sha]]owed as to afford
only depth sufficient for an Albany sloop, and all the
southern passes and defiles in the mountains to be strongly
fortified, Nor do I think the shallowing of the river a
romantick scheme. Rocky mountains rise immediately {i'om
the shores. The breadth is not very great, though the depth
is. But what cannoteightor ten thousandmenwellworked
effect? According to this plan of defence the State would
be absolutely impregnable against a\1 the world on the sea
side, and would have nothing to fear except from the way
of the lake. Should the enemy gain the river, even below
the mountains, I think I foresee that a retreat would become
necessary, and I can't forbear wishing that a desire of saving
a few acres may not lead us into difficulty.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 15, 1776.]

Albany, October 6, 1776.

SIR: At six last night, I had the honour to receive from'
you four bundles of papers, all directed to me; but on
opening, reading, and examining the directions at bottom, I
found one of them was intended for General Gates. The
papers it contained I shall enclose and forward to him, to-
gether with the articles of war that were in one of the other
bundles.

In your favoUl'of the 27th ultimo, you advise me that
the Committee of Congress were to confer with me. I
apprehend this mistake crept into your letter by the variety
of business which claims your attention; for I find, by the
resolution of Congress of the 25th ultimo, that the Com-
missioners are to confer with General Gates. My name is
not so much as mentioned in any of the resolutions of that
day, except in the seeond, and by that it would seem as if
I acted under General Gates. Indeed, fi'om the .resoluti6ns
of that day, it seemed unnecessary to have sent me any of
the other papers, as it strongly implied that I do not any
longer command in this department. I only mention this
because, when I resigned my offices,I observed that I should

continue to act for such a reasonable time that a general
officer might be sent here, and had therefore some reason
to expect that the pleasure of Congress would have been
conveyed to me, on that head, in a manner less liaule to
objection.

Although the above-quoted resolution w~uld fl~llyjustify-
me if I forbore every act as Commander-ill-Chief of thIs
department, yet the principle which alone induced me to
accept the command, on which I have acted whilst in it,
and which I trust wi\! mark every action of my life, will
not permit me to forbear acting until matters are put into
such a proper train, by Congress, as that no detriment may
accrue to my country.

When I received no answer to my letter in which the
clothing. was mentioned, (as, indeed, I have not, a long time
since, to any,) I ventured to order atI the woollens to be
made up; and all the tailors that can be procured here are
now employed in that business. .

MI'. Avery, who slIcceedsMr. Livingston in the cQm-
missary branch in this department, is arrived. The army,
as be informs me, is supplied with about forty days' flour,
including what is at Fort George, and with beef to the first
of next month, including what cattle are on their way up.
I hope Mr. Avery will continueto keep up tbat stock. He
will ha\'e my best advice and assisfance to do ~it whilst I
command, which I hope will be but a very few days longer.

The postscript to your letter mentions" that Congress
wilJ soon determine on the subject of my letters, as they
are now in the hands of a special committee." If deter-
mining on the subject of them means a determination pn
the propriety or impropriety of my conduct as an officer, I
cannot but think it extremely extra-judicial, as I bave not
had an opportunity given me of defending myself; for
although I have the fullest confidence in the propriety of my
conduct and in the honour of the gentlemen who compose
the committee,yet things may appear in quite a different
point of light to them from what they realJy are, when unin-
formed of causes and facts, which, perhaps, none but myself
can suggest; and Congress may, perhaps, go into a censure,
which, upon better information, they would find unjust. I
am, ther~fore, under the necessity of entreating Congress to
suspend their judgments until I shall be heard. This is a
request so reasonable in its nature as, I hope, cannot be
refused me.

I am, sir, with every sentiment of esteem and respect,
Your most obedient, humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.

To the Hon. John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHiNGTON.

Albany, October 6, 1776,

DEAR SIR: By Mr. Bennet, who arrived yesterday, I
was honoured with your Excellency's very obliging favour
of the 30th ultimo.

I should have been much happier than I am, if the reso-
lutions of Congress of the 25th ultimo had not put it out of
my power to be in sentiment with you on the resolution of
the 14th of the same month. Without advising me that I
am no longer in command, they resolve that" Mr. Stock-
ton and Mr. Clymer are appointed a committee to proceed
to Tyconderoga, to confer with General Gates with respect
to the army under his command."

I believe I shall be able to collect about forty thousand
boards. Part of them are already gone from hence,
to<Tether with a considerable number of rafters. I believe
th~ Committee of this place will be able to procure about
twenty thousand boards; and they have employed people
to procure the timber Mr. Ayers requested of them.

Be so good as to order the Quartermaster-General to
send me about two thousand pounds, on account; or if it
makes no difference, I wiII draw on the military chest
here.

I am in great hopes that.you have so embarrassed the
enemy by your movement from New- York, that they will
find it impossible to form and execute any plan that will
materiaJly distress you in the remainder of this campaign.

The army in this quarter is well supplied with provision,
and I trust wiII continue to be so. The three row-galJeys
are gone to join the fleet, and a fourth wiJl be very soon
equipped. .

I do not apprehend that the enemy will be able to do
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any thing of consequence to the northward, unless they
should suspend their operations until the term of inlistment
of our troops expires. I confess my hopes of seeing an
army speedily raised on the new establishment are not very
sanguine. That the soldiers are to pay for their clothing
will be a great obstacle, as the price of every necessary is
so extremely high. Perhaps it would have been as well if
Congress had enumerated the articles each soldier should
be furnished with, and determined the stoppage that should
be made for it.

I am, dear sir, with every friendly wish and every res-
pectful sentiment, your Excellency's most obedient, humble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To His Excellency Gener.al Washington.

GENERAL SCHUYLER 'ro GENERAL GATES.

Albany, October 6, f776.

DEARGEKERAL: At six last night, I received four bun-
dles of despatches from Congress, all directed to me; but
on opening, reading, and examining the directions at bot-
tom, I found :\-11'.Hancock's clerk had made a mistake, and
that one was intended for you. The papers it enclosed I
now send you, as also a bundle of the articles of war,
which were also, it seems, designed for you. Of this I
have advised Congress.

I am happy to find, by Mr. Avery's return, that you are
so well supplied with provisions. I shall advise him by all.
means to keep up the stock, and afford him my best assist-
ance to do it, which I expect will now be only a very few
days longer, as you will see, by t~e re.sol~tionsof the 25th
ultimo, that Congress has already nuphcatlvely declared me
no longer in command.

I must entreat to send Colone] Lewis to this place. His
office requires that he should be here and on the communi-
cation, that things may be kept in train.

The powder, &c., is not yet arrived. I shall order Mr.
Avery to forward it as soon as it comes to hand.

I am, dear sir, very sincerely, your obedient, humble
servant, PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. General Gates, &c.

DR. STRINGER TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, October 6, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I arrived here last night from Boston, where,
I have the pleasure to inform you, I met with the greatest
success in procuring medicines to upwards five thousand
pounds York currency, which I expect will be here by
Thursday next, when I shall immediately despatch and
follow them.

I hope you have had your health well, with all your
fatigue. I shall troub]e.you to deliver the. enclosed letters,
and, with respect, am, SIr,your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, SAM'LSTRINGER.
To Major-General Gates.

CHRISTOPHER YATES TO GENERAL GATES.

Cheshire's, on Wood Creek, Oct~ber 6, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Having been from here a few days,
occasioned by my indisposition, and on my return the 3d
instant, I found the two companies of Colonel Mott's regi-
ment to wit, Captain Sharp and Captain Norton, ordered
away. They ~ad left Majo,r Waters, of Colo~el Swift's
regiment very Ill, as also thirty-seven of the sick people
of their two companies; the one not able to be]p the other:
no doctor to take care of them, so that I have not one
man to carryon the works here, the road not being half
done. I am obliged to keep two of my carpenters at the
mill and they can't do half the work that is required, and
car~enters to attend the masons. I have just begun my
first chimney in the barracks. There are a great number
of the tools which I had left in the gentlemen's care when I
went away, wanting. If your Honour would be pleased to
order Colonel Van Dyke, who is now at Fort Edward,
with part of his regiment, this way, I believe they would
answer best on the road and at the mill. I am sure they
would, for I have had Captain Veder of th.at regiment
there, who did the work extremely well. I shall do my

endeavour to let the few carpenters I have got here labour
to the best advantage; and remain your Honour's most
obedient, humble servant,

CHRIS. YATES,A. D. Q. Gen'l.
To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

HENRY J. VAN RENSSELAER TO GENERAL GATES.

SIR: As I am an officer in the Militia, and look upon it
that I am of greater service to my country than by being.
Commissary of Forage, I beg the General will please to
accept of this my resignation of Commissary of Forage, and
you will oblige, sir,

Your humble servant, Hy. J. V ANRENSSELAER.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

JOSEPH HAWLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Northampton, October 6, 1776.

MAY IT PI,EASE YOURHONOUR: I am so well knowing
to your humanity and the goodness of your natural temper,
as to be assured that nothing within your power necessary
to the safety and health of the troops under your command
will be omitted. I only beg leave just to acquaint you that
from the declarations of officers in your army and people
who visit your camps, the country are made vastly uneasy
at being informed that there is scarce any medicines for
the sick, and that it is rare that any rations are dealt out tQ
the privates but of meat and bread, or any money paid in
lieu of the other articles. They say that there are plenty
of doctors, but no medicine. Your Honour knof's whether
there are any grounds for these complaints, and if there are,
whether these defects are chargeabl,e on the Congress, or
the neglects, frauds, and dishonesty of such as are employed
by them. .

I have heretofore suggested to your Honour the speedy
need your army will be in of snow-shoes; and as every little
helps in any case, I mentioned in one or two former letters
that I have by accident, in my custody, between fifty and
sixty pair of snow-shoes, in good condition, belonging to the
States, purchased last winter by Mr. Mijftin.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your
Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

JOSEPH HAWLEY.
To General Gates.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, October 6, 1776.

SIR: Yesterday I received from Mr. Glover, agent at
Marblehead, a box of broad swords, which he lately found
ill the &otch ship Ann, that was taken some time since.

Also, received from Mr. Bradford, agent for Continental
prizes, the enclosed invoice of articles which he has in his
hands. The reason which he gave for delaying it so long,
was, the plaids were infected with the small-pox, and he
thought it necessary to cleanse and air them a considerable
time before they were used.

I am your Excellency's obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

To Genera] Washington.

An account of Plaids and Military Stores in the posses-
sion of JOHNBRADFORD,Esq., Agent for Continental
Prizes, viz:

35 pieces short plaid.
88 yards of long, do.

8 large camp-kettles.
16 small, do.
5 dozen canteens.
2 dozen half-gallon kettles and covers.
2 dozen flat tin candlesticks.

12 dozen hard metal table-spoons.
94 rugs.
84 blankets.

October 6, 1776.

GENERAL AR1\JSTltONG TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Wihpington, North-Carolina, October 7,1776.

SIR: Brigadier Howe being now at Charlestown, permit
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me to acquaint you I am this far on my way to the north-
ward, having first obtained the consent of General Lee, and
shall be happy to find my return may not be disagreeable to
Congress; but still more so should my motives be found
to be such as to meet the approbation of that honourable
body.

As the military affairs of this State are not in so much
forwardness as could be wished, I shall stay one day here
and one in Halifax, in order to represent to the Council of

. Safety now sitting at that place, several matters of impor-
tance to the future defence of these States, particularly that
of South- CarQlina; and if health permits shall make but a
short stay at Carlisle, and wait your further commands at
Philadelphia. The English shipping which lay at Cape
Fear are entirely gone off, having first burnt three vessels
unfit for service. A negro who deserted them says he heard
they were bound to New- York.

I am, sir, with perfect respect, your most obedient, humble
servant, JOHN ARMSTRONG.
'1'0 the Hon. John Hancock.

COLONEL HAWKINS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Charles County, October 7, 1776.

SIR: I am sorry to be under the necessity of informing
you of the misbehaviour of the Twelfth Battalion, and hope
you will lay the same before the honourable Convention.
On the 23d ultimo the said battalion was ordered to attend
at the usual place of meeti~g; and those that attended,
though it was not a full meeting, were drawn up in line to
perform the manual, but immediately upon the Adjut.ant
giving the word of command, a great number of the soldIers
broke therr ranks and collected together in a crowd. Upon
which I instantly went amongst them to inquire into the
reason of such extraordinary behaviour, and some of them
objected to their being mustered by a Scotchman; but the
greater part declared that they would not be mustered by
any Adjutant at all; alleging that the Province was run to
a very heavy expense by employing Adjutants, and they
thought it the duty of the officers to muster the battalion. I
said every thing I could, (and so did many other of the
officers,) to show them the absurdity of such couduct, but to
no purpose. I then ordered them to be dismissed until I
should hear from.Convention, and hope it will not be long
before some step is taken to reduce them to order.

I am with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obedi-
ent servant,

JOSIAS HAWKINS.

'1'0 the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., President of Con-
vention.

BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee, October 7, 1776,
Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, A. Buch-

anan, W. Aisquith, T. Sollers, A. Britain, E. Talbot, T.
Rutter, D. Lux, T. Gist.

The fine imposed on Robert McCallister, as a Non-
Enroller is remitted, it appearing that he had enrolled with
Captain Philips some time ago.

A li$t of the Assessments on the Non-Enrollers in Middle
River, Upper, and an additional one of Back River, Upper,
were made out, and sent to the Collectors.

Mr. Benjamin ltlerryman entered a complaint against
Captain John Foster, that though he has returned an enrol-
ment, yet it is incomplete, and he does not muster his
company according to the resolves of Convention, and
further that he never would take up arms during the present
contest.

Upon motion, Resolved, n. c. d., That Messrs. John Fos-
ter, Solomon Cross, Sen., and Benjamin Merryman, be
ordered to attend this Committee on M()nday next.

Attest: GEO. Lux, Se",etary.

COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, October 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The Committee appointed to carry into
execution the enclosed resolve can think of no method so
proper for the State of New-York as to apply to the Con-
vention; and, for that purpose, we send you ten thousand
dollars, and desire you to appoint proper persons in the

several districts to execute the same; and if, upon trial, you
find that more clothing may be had than this money will
purchase, you may have more by applying to this Com-
mittee.

ROB. TREAT PAINE,
JOSIAH BARTLETT;
\V ILLIAM ELLERY,
WM. WU.LIAMS,
Go. WYTHE,

To the honourable Corivention of the State of New- York.

ARTHUR MIDDLETON,

W M. FLOYD,

LYMAN HALL,

GEO. Ross.

In Congress, September 25, 1776.

Resolved, That a Committee of Congress consisting of
one delegate from each State, be appointed with authority
to employ proper persons to purchase in their respective
States, a sufficient number of blankets and woollens fit fol'
soldiers' clothes; and that they take the most effectual and
speedy methods for getting such woollens made up, and
distributed among the regular Continental army, in such
proportion as will best promote the publick service; and
that they also purchase all other necessary clothing for
the soldiers, in such proportion as they judge, upon the
best information wi\] be wanted; and that the said Com-
mittee be authorized to draw on the President of Congress
for the sums necessary to execute this business, they to be
accountable for the amount of their drafts and disburse-
ments.

The Committee are: Mr. Bartktt, Mr. Paine, Mr. Elle-
ry, Mr. Williams, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Ross, Mr.
McKean, Mr. Paca, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hawes, Mr. Middle-
ton, and Mr. Hall.

Extract from the minutes:
CHAS. THOMSON, Secretary.

COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, October 7,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Mr. Livingston wrote you a few lines the
28th September, acquainting you that we had obtained a
vote of Congress on the Treasurer for one hundred thousand
dollars, which it was not in our power to send you before
this time.

Enclosed you have Mr. Hunter's receipt -for the same.
The gentlemen who carry this money are of the Light
Horse of this city, and of respectable characters. We
request you wj]] pay attention to them as such.

The Committee of Congress to whom your papers respect-
ing General Schuyler were committed, have reported, we
hope to your satisfaction. Mr. Rutledge informs us that he
had transmitted a copy to Robert R. Livingston, Esq., and
a certified copy shaU be sent you per post, which will pro-
bably come to your hands before this letter.

On the 5th instant we were going to move Congress, that
they would direct General Washington to propose to Gene-
ral Howe the exchange of Brigadier-General Woodhull for
Brigadier-General McDonald, when a Pennsyhmnia news-
paper of same date was handed to us, by which it would
appear that Brigadier-General Woodhull had taken such a
part as would put it out of our power to move for his
exchange. Should be glad you would inform us if there
be any truth in this conjecture, and direct it us as to our
conduct therein.

Weare respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser-
nnts

F' RA. LEWIS,
PHIL. LIVINGSTON,
W M. FLOYD.

To the honourable the Convention of New- York.

Received, Philadelphia, October 7,1776, of the honour-
able the Delegates of New- York,. a box containing one
hundred thousand dollars, the which to be delivered to the
honourable the Convention of New- York, now sitting at the
Fishkills, for which given two receipts of equal tenour and
date.

The contents unknown. JAS. HUNTER.

Philadelphia, October 7, 1776.

Weare informed by authentick intelligence that an Amer"-
ican sloop-of-war of twelve guns and seventy men, sailed
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from the JJelqware the 21st of August. She cruised be-
tween the latiwdeq of 89° and 3~c north, and went to the
eastward as far as the longitude of 50° west, having taken
three prizes, a whaler, and two TVest-Indiamen, and having
had a very narrow escape from an English frigate after a
six hours' chase, part of the time within pistol shot. On
the 14th Scptember she bent her course for Nova-Scotia,
and on the 20th had another action with an English frigate,
and in the course of an eight hours' chase ridiculed the
enemy, and answered his broadside with only a single
musket.

The next day she went into Canso and took three Eng-
lish schooners, with a Scotch Tory's flag, although the
Savage and Dawson's brig were within a few leagues dis-
tance. The day following sbe took five sail of Jersfymen,
in Narrow-Hook, and four more in Peter de Great. It is
remarkable, that though their men were ten to one, they
were so panick struck that they not only gave up their ships
but even assisted to rig and carry them out of their harbour.
The sloop then proceeded to the westward, took another
whaler on St. GeorO'e'sBank, and on the 7th October ar-
rived safe at Rhode-Island, having manned and sent in eight
prizes, viz: six brigantines, one ship, and one sloop, and
sunk, burnt, and destroyed eight more, viz: six schooners,
one ship, and one brigantine, and finished her cruise in six
weeks and five days.

GENEltAL WASaINGTON TO Tij:E PltESIPEl"T OF CONGRESS.

[Read 11th October. Referred to Board of War.]

Hfad-Q.uarters, Heights of Harlem, October 7,1776.

SIR: I do myself the honour of transmitting to you a
copy of a letter frol1l the Compte d' }Jmery, Governour-
General of the FreJU:h part of St. Domingo, which I
received yesterday, and also my answer, which I have
enclosed, and left open for the consideration of Congress,
wishing~that it may be sealed if they approve of the Sieur
De Chambeau's releasement, and which I think may be
attended' with many valuable consequences. If Congress
concur in sentiment with me, they will be pleased to give.
direction for his passage by the first opportunity to the
French Islands. If they do not, I shall be obliged by your
returning my letter.

I have also' the pleasure of encJosing a copy of a letter
from Monsieur P. Penet, which came to hand last night,
and which contains intelligence of an agreeable and inter-
esting nature, for which I beg leave to refer you to the
copy. The polite manner in which Monsieur Penet has
requested to be one of my Aids-de-Camp demands my
acknowledgmellts. As the appointment will not be attended
with any expense, and will show a proper regard for his
complaisance and the attachment he is pleased to express
for the service of the American States, I shall take the
liberty of complying with his requisition, and- transmit him a
brevet commission, provided the same shall be agreeable
to Congress. Their sentiments upon the subject you will
be kind enough to favour me with by the first opportunity.

The enclosed letter for the Seigneur De Chambeau you
will be pleased to forward to him, if he is to be enlarged,
after closing it.

Before I conClude I must t:,lke the liberty to observe, that
I am und«r no small difficulties on account of the French
gentlemen that are here, in consequence of the commissions
they have received, having no means to employ them, or to
affin'd them an opportunity of rendering that service they
themselves wish to give, or which perhaps is expected by
the publick. Their want of our language is an objection
to their being joined to any of the regiments here at this
time, were there vacancies, and not other obstacles. These
considerations induce me to wish that Congress will adopt

. and p,)int out some particular mode to be observed respecting
them. WIHit it should be, they will be best able to deter-
mine. But to me it appears that their being here now can
be attended with no valLlable consequences, and that as the
power of appointing officers for the new army is vested in
the Conventions, &c., of the several States, it will be ne-
cess.~ry for Congress to direct them to be provided for in the
reg~iHlents to be raised, according to the ranks they would
wish them to bear, or I am convinced they will never be
taken in, let their merit be what it may; or to form them
nto a distinct corps, which may be increased in ti.me.
They seem to be genteel, sensible men, and I have no doubt

of their making good officers, as soon as they can learn
as much of OLlrlanguage as to make themselves well under-
stood; but unless Congress interfere with their particular
direction to the States, they will never be incorporated in
any of the regiments to be raised; and without they are,
they will be entirely at a loss and in the most irksome situa-
tion for something to do, as they now are.

I ha ve thc honour to be, sir, your most obe<!ient Ser-
vant,

St. Domingo, August 4, 1776.

SIR: Ahhough I have not the honour to be known to
your Excellency, I bope you will be good enough to release
a French officer who, like an inconsiderate man, was taken
in Canada, serving in the English army against your troops.
I entreat you to set him at liberty, and suffi~rhim to embark
in some vessel bound to the French Colonies, from whence
he may get a passage to France and rejoin his regiment.
He is caIJed the Sieur De Chambeau, and is an officer in a
regiment of infantry in the service of his Crown.

Although this officer has fallen into an errour by taking
part in a quarrel in which he ought by all means to have
been a neuter, either considered as an officer of France or a
Canadian, I could not, seeing he had wrote to me, refuse
to use my interest with your Excellency to suffer him, by an
act of generosity, to regain his liberty and join his regiment
i'n Europe. I hope your E)wellency will not think my
demand impertinent, and that you wiII pay regard to it. I
took the earliest opportunity to assure you that I esteem
myself happy in having it in my power to prove th~ high
esteem with which your reputation has inspired me.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your
Excellency's most humble and most bbedient servant,

COMPTE n' EI)IERY,

Governour-Generalof the French part of St. Domingo.
To General Washington.

NJ!l1tes, August 3, 1776.

l\h GENEJ1A.L: I am pleasedto present you my respects,
and to inform you of tbe success of my operations inFmnc?.
I can assure you, you need 'not fear the want of ammllnitjon.
I have fouDdtbe means to furni~hyour armies, and to pro-
vide your garrisons. There will go to you immediately
four subjects, two of which are of distinction. and great
merit, and who will deliver into proper bands the political
state of France, England, Spain, and Portugal. We wish
every success to your arms, and also if possible that we may
lend a hand. The letter which wiII be sent you by one of
these gentlemen, will inform you well of interesting and
advantageous circumstances, which I caunot communicate
to you but by them.

I have, my General, a demand to make of you for a favour
which' I desire to obtain, and which I hope to merit. I
have wrote concerning it to Dr. J?ranklin. It i.s.that you
would grant me the hpnollr oJ the title of your first Aid-de-
Camp, and that you would permit me to wear the uniform
and also the ribbon. I ask no pay, but the honour only of
being in your service. I hope yon will grant me that favour
in consideration of my attacbrpent and the desire I have to
serve with fidelity the nation of the thirteen United Colonies
of North America. I shall make my residence il) Nantes,
and don't intend to return to tlw Continen.! before the end
of the war, my presence being necessary for your opera-
tions, and !lot being able to trust such secret affairs but to
myself. If I can be so happy as to be of any use to YQU,
I am entirely at your disposal. Dr. Franklin can forward
your letters to me, and also the brevet of Aid-dc-Camp,
which I hope you will not refuse me, and which I shall
receive with the greatest p]easure.

.

I beg my best respect to Madame Washington; and
assure ber that I have the honour to be, my General, her
and your most obedient servant, P. PENET & Co.
To General 1Yashington.

Head-Gluarters, HI\
.
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N~w-York, October 7, 1776. 5
SIR: I yesterday had the honour of receiving your lette.r

of the 4tb August, and I take the earJiest opportunity of
testifying the pleas\.lre I haveiJl complying with your requestl
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by immediately ordering the release of Monsieur Decham-
bault. He shall be accommodated with a passage in the
first vessel that sails from Philadelphia to the French
Colonies in the West-Indies.

Had it not beenforyour interposition,MonsieurDecham-
bault must have remained a prisoner till released by a cartel;
but I could not hesitate to comply with a request made by a
nobleman, who, by his publick countenance of our cause,
has rendered such essential services to the thirteen United
Independent States of America, whose armies I have the
honour to command.

I have the honour to be, sir, with the highest esteem,
your most obedient servant, G WO. ASHINGTON.

To Monsieur Le Compte d'Emery, Governour-General of
the French part of St. Domingo.

to be dismissed; there being no evidence against them,
and the Court upon inquiry, finding the prisoners to have
been in liquor, and wandering about without design, rather
than with a view of desertion.

G. WEEDON, President.

The Court adjourns to Wednesday morning, 9th October,
at nine o'clock.

Proceedings of a General Court-Martial held ~y adJourn-
ment, October 7, 1776, by order of ft'[aJor-General
HE~H.

.

Colonel Lasher, President.
Lieut. Colonel Prentice, Captain D(ma,
~1ajor Austin, Captain Dixen,
Captain Sill, Captain Brazier,
Capt[\in Barnes, Captain Townshend,

. .. Captain Keith, Captain Platt,
Proceedwgs of a Court-Martwl of the Lwe, held on the Captain Allen Captain Hardenburgh.

Heights of HAERLEM,by order of h1:sExcellency General '
.'

W ASHlNG'rON,Comrnander-in-Chief of t~e Forces of the The Court proce~rl~d to the tflal. of LWlltenant Joh~
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.1 "The prisoner pea s," ot gUity.

Members. Captain Sedgwick being sworn deposes: That after the
Lieut. Colonel Rir.;hardson, Captain Wolcott, retreat from Long-Island, while they were at New- York,
:Major ft'IcDonnough, Lieutenant St. John, the Colonel was suspicious their baggage was in danger.
Captain Hoit, Lieutenant Janney, I desired the Lieutenant to go two or three miles with it.
Captain Byles, Lieutenant Lane, He went. The Colonel asked me soon after, where the
Captain Braccon, Lieut. Drake, Lieutenant was, as he had not returned? I said I knew
Captain Gaston, Lieutenant Clarke. not. I wa.s afterwards informed by Captain Wells he w,as

.

William Tudor, Judge-Advocate. beyond King's Bridge. The Captain .thought he looked
. , better than he had done. I wrote to hIm to come back,

The Court bemg dnly sworn proc.eeded to, the trial of which letter did not reach him till he got home, he having
~ergeant George Doug~ass, of Cap!alO Forbes s Company, ushed on. He lives one hundred and twenty-six miles off.
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Ensign Bonner deposes: That the prisoner was confined Pleads the Captain's orders for absenting himself from
in the quarter guard of the regiment for disobedience of the regiment at first, and bis ill state of health for proceed-
orders, while tbe regiment was stationed on Haarlem Com- ing home.
mono I was officer of tbe guard and heard tbe prisoner The Court find the prisoner not guilty of having deserted
say to part of the guard and some other prisoners who were the camp in time of danger, but find him guilty of absence
confined witb him, "that the Generals bad sold the troops without leave twenty-four days, and unanimously adjudge
upon Long-Island, and bad brought tbe army up to Haarlem, him to be cashiered and mulcted one month's pay. .
to sell them there.". JOHNLASHER,Preszdent.

Capt~in For?es deposes: In. the morning of the same The Court next roceeded to the trial of Abrahamday whIChEns]gn Bonner mentIOns,! ",;aswalkmg near the
Smedes a LieutenantP in Ca ta.in De Witt's Com an , in

qU,art~~guard, and heard somebody sIngmg,." God save the the regiment commanded b/ Lieutenant-Colonel1a;derv-Kmg. I eame up to the pe;-;on,and found It to ?e ~ergeant burgh, for spreading a false and malicious report concerning
'P0~$.lass. After he had fiDlsbedthe song h~ said .he was Colonel Bardenburgh's conduct on the day of the retreat
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son-in-law at home, which he swears to. The Colonel
mutlOous sp~ec e~, an spea 109 IsrespectJU y o. t le then sa s, that on reading this letter to the prisoner, he
Comman~er-m-C?lef; .and the Court ~entence the pflson~r denied ~e whole exce t the fonowing paragraph, which he
to be whipped th]rtY-lIIne lashes on his bare back for saId r d d

.
d 1

. P
t t L ence told him so The

offence. G. WEEDON President.
conlesse ~n sal, .teU enan awr .,
paragraph ]s: "LIeutenant Lawrence and a Sergeant hunted

The Court proceeded to the trial of George Harris, of for you, and found you hid away, and brought you out, and
Captain Hoel's Company, in Colonel Winds's Regiment, after that you hid again among some potatoes in a yard,
broughtprisonerbeforethe Court and accused of desertion. where they fetchedyou out again." As to absencewithout

The prisonel' being arraigned, pleads guilty, and confesses leave, he went away contrary to my express orders.
"that he deserted from the regiment last May, when the Lieutenant. Van Orcher. Confirms what the Colonel says
regiment was at Alb?ny, and about t.hree weeks ago was with respect to tbe prisoner's confessing as above. ,
taken up at Brunswzck and sent a prISonet'to the camp at Lieutenant Lawrence. I utterly deny my saymg any
Haarlem." '. such thing of the Colonel as the prisoner alleges. The

The Court find the prisoner guilty of a breach of the Colonel was in the intrenchments and behaved wel.I:
eIghth article of the rules and regulations for the government Prisoner's Defence.
of the Continental troops, and sentepce him to be whipped

H L' L d'd h C I Ithirty-nine lashes on his bare back for said offence.
. e says Jeut~nant awrence. I say t e 0 one was

G UT P 'd t at the left of the mtrenchments, m an hollow ground, out. H EEDON resz en . II d l h h,
of danger. As to absence, he was unwe ,an tlJoug t e

The Court order Patrick j}IcCollister, of CoL Hallett's could slip away.
Battalion, and George Stephens, of General McDaurrall's The Court unanimously adjudge the prisoner to be guilty
late Regiment, confined for being found outside the lines, of both charges; and order him for the first charge, to beg
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the Colonel's pardon at the head of the regiment, and con-
fess that the whole was a scandalous, malicious lie, without
the least foundation, and that this confession be inserted in
the publick paper. For the second charge, they order him
to be cashiered and mulcted one month's pay.

JOHN LASHER, President.

Both of the foregoing judgments are approved by
Go. WASHINGTON.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DUER.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 7,1776.

DEARSIR: I have Mr. Benson's letter of the 5th, by
which I find you are laid up with a sprained leg. I hope
it wi\1not be of long continuance.

.

Anchors and cable will be wanting to moor the boats, in
order to throw a bridge over Harlem River; all those
belonging to the vessels that were sunk, are sent up the
river, I believe to Poughkeepsie. His Excellency desires
that you would immediately send down six anchors and
cables of the size that are commonly used by sloops. As
they are very milch wanted, pray let no time be lost.

We have nothing new from the enemy. We took a
drum and fife, rambling in Harlem, this morning, but they
are entirely ignorant of their own numbers, plans, or any
thing else.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq.

JOHN FIELD TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Dutchess, South-East Precinct, October 7, 1776.

SIR: We esteem it our duty to suggest to your honour-
able HOllse, that we think the raising a company of
RanO'ers, or County guards, in the southern part of Dutchesso .
County, is very necessary. Our external enemies seem to
strain every nerve to carrry their insidious plans into
execution. We have too much reason to believe we have
daily spies from the British army in our neighbourhood.
Weare now, sir, in pursuit of two persons whom we have
lately discovered, of whose villainous purposes we have
sufficient evidence. Our treacherous neighbours are in a
continual agitation. We wish they and their connection
may be now labouring under the last expiring struggles of that
inhuman spirit which has so long possessed them. However
that may be, we beg leave to say that a strict attention to
their motions is our duty, and that the concurrence of the
Convention with what is above recommended, we think may
serve to detect them in a great degree.

If the honourable House should honour us with their
concurrence, we beg leave to recommend .Nathaniel Seribna,
of Fredericksburgh Precinct, as Captain, and Joseph Field,
in Southeast Precinct, as Lieutenant, of the company, and
that they are authorized to inlist their company as soon as
possible. For further intelligence in this matter, we would
refer the House to our worthy friend Doctor Crane.

We are, sir, yours, and the Convention's very humble
servants,

JOHN FIELD.
JONATHAN PADDOCK.

To the President of the Convention of the State of New-
York.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO ALBANY COMMITTEE.

In Convention of the State of New-York , Fishkill, ~
October 7, 1776. 5

GENTr,EMEN: I am directed by Convention to request of
you to apply to the gentleman that has the superintendency
of the Presbyterian Church in your city, for the use of the
iron stove, with the pipes and other fixtures thereto belong-
ing. They will either return the same, or order another to
be cast with all despatch, as suits the gentlemen concerned.

The Convention here sits in the Dutch Church, which,
being built of stone, is so very damp that many of the
members cannot attend. They therefore request that your
Board would apply immediately for it, and send it down to
Fishkill Landing for the use of the Convention by the first
conveyance. They will pay all expenses attending the
same.

GENERAr~ SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, October 7,1776.

DEARSIR: I am to acknowledge the honour of your
Excellency's favour of the 4th instant.

.

1 have long since written to Congress for a supply of
nails. All I can procure in this quarter are insufficient for
the works at Tyconderoga, so that I fear no barracks will
be built in this quarter, unless a speedy supply arrives from
Philadelphia.

We have nothing new in this quarter worthy commu-
nicating.

I am, dear sir, most unfeignedly and sincerely, your
Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington, &c., &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO ROBERT YATES.

Albany, October 7, 1776, six o'clock, A. M.

DEARSIR: Your favour of the 4th instant, enclosing the
resolutions of Congress for raising a new army, were deliv-
ered me just now.

I shall cause returns to be made out of Van Schnick's,
Wynkoop's and Nicolson's regiments, and transmit them to
you by the first conveyance, whicb will probably be to-mor-
row, together with the terms on which they were engaged.

You will perceive by a letter of mine, this date, to Con-
vention, that I have presumed to give them a hint on the
snbject of the new army. Had I received yours before I
wrote that, I should have enlarged, which I shall do in my
next to you. The post waits, and I must conclude.

I am, dear sir, with the greatest esteem, you obedient,
humbleservant, .

P SH. CHUYLER.
To Robert Yates, Esq.

From ]j:JcDougalfs, Clinton's, and Ritzema's corps, I
have never had a return.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONVE;NTION.
Albany, October 7, 1776.

SIR: On Saturday last I received snndry despatches
from Philadelphia. Copy of Mr. Hancock's letter, and of
the resolutions of Congress of tbe 25th ullimo, I do myself
the honour to lay before the Convention. By the contents
of the former, it would appear as if Congress still considered
me as commanding in this department, and corresponnent
to this idea was the direction of the letter; if so, nothing
could be more insulting tban that Commissioners should be
sent to confer with any officer under my command, with
respect to the army in this department, or any part of it.
This treatment would flll1y justify me if I forbore every act
as Commander-in-Chief of this department. Yet the prin-
ciples which induced me to accept the command, on which I
have acted whilst in it, and which, I trust, will mark every
action of my life, will not permit me to forbear acting until
matters are put into such a proper train by Congress as that
no detriment may accrue to my country. Of this I have
advised Congress, and signifiedmy wish that I may be -

speedil y relieved.
Convention will perceive by the postscript to Mr. Han-

cock's letler, that Congress has referred an inquiry into my
affairs to a special cmnmittee. Although I have the fullest
confidence in the propriety of every part of my conduct, and
in the honour of the gentlemen who compose the committee,
yet things may appear in a quite different point of view
from what they really are, to persons uninformed of causes
and facts, which perhaps none but myself can suggest. I
have therefore entreated Congress to suspend their judgment
until I shall have had an opportunity given me of being
heard, a request so reasonable that I hope it will not be
refused me; but ifit is, I must, in justification of my conduct,
publish my letters to Congress, with their answers, whatever
may be the consequences, for I cannot sacrifice my honour
to any consideration whate\'er.

By the resolutions of Congress to inlist eighty-eight bat-
talions during the war, I perceive that this State is to raise
four of them. The Convention will pardon my presumption
in venturing a thought on the subject. By the ,resolutions
of Congress the soldiers are to pay for their clothing, the
price of which is now so excessively high, that I fear
that condition will greatly impede the levies. Perhaps it
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JOHN SLOSS HOBART TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fairfield, October 7, 1716.

GENTLEMEN:I wrote to Convention from the camp at
KiT/(J"sBridge, giving an account of the progress I had
mad~ in negotiating the exchange of General Woodhull,
since which have received the melancholy intelligence of his
death. The wound in his arm mortified; the arm was taken
off, but the mortification still continued, and in a few days
put an end to that useful life. He was attended in his dying
moments by his lady, who was permitted to remove the
corpse to his seat, ~vhere it was interred a~out the 23d
ultimo. These partlcu]ars I have from Captalll Strong, of
Islip, by whose door the processionpassed in its way to St.
George's.

In a dav or two after my arrival here Genera] Clinton
caned upo~ me, by desire of General Washington, to attend
at a council of war to be held at New-Haven, from whence
I returned not till Saturday evening. I shall unavoidably
be detained two or three weeks in order to get my family
fixed for the winter; but in the mean time shall send Ketch-
um to the Fishkills as soon as a guard can be procured.
At present everyone is employed in forwarding the Militia
from New-Hampshire and ltlassachusetts, who are march-
ing to the number of near six thousand to join the grand

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES. army.
Valcour, October 7, 1776. By some late accounts from Long-Island, I learn that two

DEAR GENERAL: I received your favour of the 2d in- hundred Infantry and one hundred Cavalry were at Run-
stant, and copy of yours of. the 2?d ultimo, yesterday, by tington, in, order to ~o.rcethe people ~ho had bee.n in ?ur
General Waterbury, who arrIved with the two galleys about army to jom the Bnttsh troops. ThIs measure will drive
two o'clock. I fully expected by him to have all the par- the people to desperation, and, if it can be accomplished,
ticulars of the evacuating Long-Island and New- York. He most of them will quit the country. I hope General Wash-
seems to know little of the matt.e~, and Gene:~1 TVashing- ington will attempt to assist them in ,it: Much has a~ready

, ton's letter seems not very explicit. The affair of Long- been done by Lieutenant-Colone] Lwmgston, who wIth the
Island seems still in obscurity. I am very anxious for our zeal and activity of an excellent officer, has greatly assisted
army and friends ~elow: Lord, Howe's desiring a confer- the people at the east end of the island in removin.g their
epce and neglectmg hIS appomtments, seems not very families and effects; but many of them cannot brmg the
favourable. It appears to me our troops or officers are means of support with them, which will occasion great dif-
panick struck, or why do~s a hundred tho~lsand ~en fly ficulties. Should a number more, under the same circum-
before one quarter of theIr num?ers? Is It pos~lble my stances, come over, it will be too great a charge upon the
countrymen can be ca.IJous to their wrongs or hesItate one charity of individuals in this State.
moment between slavery or death? What advanta.ge can The provision made by Convention is inadequate to the
we ?erive by blockading the enemy ~vhen they are III pos- purpose of maintaining the ind!gent from the island, eve~
sessIOn of a part of the country sufficient to support them? supposinO' they were to remove mto our own State, for certl-
It appears to me coercive measures should be adopted. ficates ofindigency from the Chairmen of Committees being
However, I will say no more, lest I incur the censure we necessary to entitle to maintenance, such cannot be had, for
passed on their council last spring for judging too rashly of as soon as the necessity of removing took place the Commit-
our measures. That Being in whose hands are all hu- tees universally declined acting, so that the resolve intended
man events, will doubtless turn the scale in favour of the for their relief becomes of no effect, and they would fail of
just and oppressed. . the intended reliefin any part of New- York but here, where

Nothing worth notice has occurred in this quarter since the purity of intention wherewith the Convention was actu-
my last. The \yeather is very severe here and gales of ated is not known. If the resoh'e stands in its present form,
wind frequent. If the enemy do not make their appearance I fear it will be construed into a design to delude both the
by the middle of this month, I have thought of returning to refugees and the persons who shall ent~]tain them. Some
Button-Mould Bay, as .1 think they will not ~retend to further regulations are necessary if any thing is intended to
cross the lake after that tIme. Weare prepared tor them at be done for those unhappy sufferers, The Assembly of this
all times, and if they attempt crossing the lake, I make no State are to sit in a few days at New-Haven, and I trust
doubt of giving a good account of them. will upon application, give all the assistance we can reason-

I am, deal' General, your affectionate, humble servant, ably ask.
B. ARNOLD.". I hope Convention will not think me impertinently

troublesome upon this subject. My heart aches at every

would be best to determine the several articles of clothing
that should be given to each soldier, and ascertain what
stoppages he should be put under, for it; but th,ese, I think,
ouO"htvery little to exceed the prIce that clothmg was sold
at before the present troubles arose. This, with the bounty
offered and paid immediately, I believe would induce men

'to engage with alacrity. That State which is foremost in
publishing their terms, and in appointing recruiting officers
in both armies, to inlist men, I conceive will meet with the
least difficulty in doing it.

I should imagine that many of the New-Jersey and Penn-
,ylvania soldiers, whose terms of in]istment expire on the
last of this month, would reengage.

I am, sir, respectful! y, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To Hon. Abraham Yates, Esq., President, &c.

SAMUEL MaTT TO GOVERNOlTR TRUMBULL.

Mount Independence, October 7, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: There is nothing new to inform your
Honollr of. I wrote by Mr. Brown, and mean to write by the
next post aO"ain;and also to send a true state of my regi-
ment. I h~ve only time now to inform your Honour that
I received the letter by Bozworth, and expect to have the
things of Colonel Alden's sent to my care from Skeensbo-
rough; but don't know what to do wilh them, for C?]onel
Alden is gone away sick towards Albany. The regiment
is yet sickly. We hear of no material movement of our
northern enemy, and if they don't come soon, I expect the
General wil! begin to discharge the sick. But I find the
General yet expects them. I am extremely anxious to
hear the particulars of the severa] actions at New- York,
since our army left the city. There is so many sick, and
in so many places, it was impossible for the doctors to
attend themal! properly, so that I have been obliged to
appoint Lieutenant ~faclure, of Captain Robinson's com-
pany, who is a physician, to assist as a physician in attend-
ing the sick.

Am, with great respect, your Honour's humble servant,
SAML. MaTT.

To Hon. Governour Trumbull.

To Hon. Major-General Gates.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Lebanon, October 7,1776.

SIR: J received your agreeable favour of the 2d instant
on Friday. Your intention to do nothing prejudicial to our
COmmoncause reflects honour upon you, and will be the
best defence when every thing is impartially considered,
which cannot be expected in this day of great searchings of
heart.

I have enclosed one of the resolutions for raising a new
army, lest you have not yet received them. The appoint-
ment of suitable officers is a matter of the greatest conse-
quence to the States and armies. Have to ask your favour-
able assistance to furnish me with the knowledge of such
from this State in your army as are willing to undertake and
fit for'the service. I know it to be a delicate affair. Shall
treat what you say upon it accordingly. .

I am, with sincere esteem and regard, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble servant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.
To Major-General Schuyler"
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pore when I consider the deplorable situation to which the
people whom I have the honour to represent are reduced;
a people who; without boasting, were as warmly attached to
the common cause, and who as cheerfully obeyed the orders
of Convention, as any in the State. Upon the retreat of
the army from the island they viewed themselves as aban-
doned by the Continent, and expecting the enemy hourly
among them, a general removal appeared impracticable;
besides, to quit their pleasant habitations and throw them-
selves with their tender connexions upon the charity of an
unknown world, was a degree of apathy to which they had
not yet arrived. In a fit of despair they laid down their
arms and made an unconditional submission to what they
supposed the conquering army.

The people at large being thus brought to terms, they
found it less difficult, by threats, to induee the individua]s
who had formerly held commissions under the Crown of
Great Britain to resume the execution of their offices.
Being once led into the snare, every measure tended to draw
the net c]oser about them; notwithstanding which I am from
the best authority informed that they are- accused by Mr.
Tryon and his minions of having submitted only the better
to cover their intention of removing, and that unless the
young men do voluntarily take up arms against their coun-
try, an inveterate and disappointed soldiery will be let loose
upon them.

These considerations induce m~ earnestly to wish that
some measures may be taken to induce the people to quit
the is]and, by offering a support to those who cannot main-
tain themselves. The aged and infirm might be maintained
at the publick expense. A regiment of Long-Island refu-
gees would provide a support for many of the young men.
Should the Convention adopt the idea, there are many offi-
cers in General Scott's brigade, who, together with some of
Co]onel Sm1'th's regiment, now on this side, would make an
exceeding good corps.

Should General Washington send a body of troops on to
the island, it will be necessary to destroy every thing that
would be of service to the enemy, to prevent its falling into
their hands. I beg leave to submit whether it will not be
proper to hold out the prospect of compensation in order to
induce the people the more cheerfully to assist in destroying
their own property.

Give me leave, before I conclude this long letter, to sug-
gest the propriety of filling up the two vacant regiments,
late McDougall's and Clinton's. Your officers, by the de-
lay, will lose the opportunity of rising so fast in the Conti-
nental army as those of the other States. There is some
little uneasiness in the First Regiment on the subject of rank.
That matter may now be accommodated to general satisfac-
tion.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, gen-
tlemen, yonI' most obedient, humble servant, .

JNO. SLOSS HOBART.

To the honourable the Convention of New- York.

Hartford, October 7, 1776.

Edward Smith, of Newfain, in the County of Cumber-
land, in the State of New- York, being convicted of counter-
feiting certain bill 01'bills of credit emitted by the Colonies,
before the Committee of Brattleborough, in said County, he
is, by their order, here published as a notorious enemy to
the rights of the Aml;rican States. Also,

LieUtenant Daniel Brwnday, of Skeenesbol'()ugh, Char-
lotte County, having been found guilty of violating the
Continental Association, it is desired by the Committee for
the town of Skeenesborough, before whom he was con-
victed, that he may be treated with the contempt he justly
merits.

Newport, October 7,1776.

Last Thursday a prize brig, loaded with rum and sugar,
went up the East Passage. She was bound from Antigua
for the British fleet and army at New- York, and taken by
the privateer Industry, Captain Thomas Child, who had
taken another large brig from Jamaica, loaded with sugar,
mahogany, and logwood, which, we hear, is safe arrived at
the eastward.

The Lady Washington, privateer, Captain James God-
frey, has sent a fine ship into a port in the Massachusetts

State, loaded with four hundred and twenty-five hogsheads
of s\Jgar, some rum, cotton, &c.

A ship loaded with dry goods, bound to Quebeck, and
taken by Captain Crawford, went into a safe port 'yes-
terday. About the same time another ship from Jamaica,
with sugar, rum, &c., taken by Captain Coffin, went into
a secure harbour.

We hear that last Wednesday, as Captain Harding, in a
Connecticut brig-of-war, was going up the Sound from a
cruise, he was attacked by the Merlin ship-of-war, when a
very warm engagement ensued, but another ship, supposed
to be the Cerberus, coming up, and endeavouring to cut
Captain Harding off from the land, he made from them,
and got safe into Stonington. We don't learn what damage
was sustained on either side. At the same time a third ship
was seen near Block-Island.

Boston, October 7, 1776.

The prize taken by Captain Greely, and sent first into
iUarblehead, bas since corne round here. She has papers
to tbe middle of August, which give particular accounts of
the Spaniards invading the Kingdom of Portugal, and
taking several towns. The inference is plain: war is 01'
must be declared.

The mate of a London ship, brought up this evening by
Captain Atkins, informs that the :Ministry are so suspicious
of plots and conspiracies being laid, that f()ur persons dare
not be seen conversing together in London, but they are
immediately dispersed.

A privateer is just arrived at Salem, after taking three
prizes, one of which is loaded with dry goods to the amount
of £37,000 sterling. This fine prize has not yet arrived.
A day seldom passes without provision vessels, Jamaica-
men, Londoners, or something is taken.

SUTTON (MASSACHUSETTS) TOWN MEETING.

Sutton, October 7, 1776.

At a legal town meeting of the town of Sutton, upon
the handbill sent out by the House of Representatives, to
see if towns will consent that the present House of Repre-
sentatives and Council should form and ratify a Constitu-
tion for this State,

Resolved, That this town can by no means consent to
what is there proposed, for the following reasons, viz:

1. Because we think it irrational for us to consent to the
setting up any constitution unknown to us, or to vote for
any thing before we see what it is we vote for.

2. Because we look upon the present House of Repre-
sentatives, not only to be a very unequal representation of
the State, also an illegal one, many of them being chosen
by virtue of a pretended law made after the precepts went
out for the election of the House.

3. Beca,!se we look upon it irrational and unjust for us
to act any thing that shall operate in any measure for such
an extensive and everlasting effect, while so many of our
rteighbours and brethren are gone into the army, and would
be plainly voting away their rights in their absence.

A true extract from the minutes.
Attest: BENJAMINMORSE, Town Clerk.

OXFORD (MASSACHUSETTS) TOWN MEETING.

Oxford, October 7, 1776.

Whereas the Great and General Conrt of this State, have,
on the 17th day of September last, recommended it to the
male inhabitants of each town in this State, upwards of
twenty-one years of age and free, tbat being assembledin

. town meeting, they should determine whether they consent
that the present General Court (both Houses being agreed)
enact such a Constitution of Government for this State as
shall appear to them most conducive to tbe peace, safety,
and happiness of this State for the future:

The town of Oxford met pursuant to the above resolve,
September 30th, last, and chose a committee to consider
and report ori said resolve, on the 7th of October then next,
to which time said meeting was adjourned. The said com-
mittee, having met and attended said service,do report as
follows, viz.:

1st. It appears that if the present General Comt are pro-
perly constituted to act in any matter, since the Declaration

'.
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of Independency, (which is disputed,) yet there is a very
unequal representation of the several towns in this State at
present, in that some towns are allowed 'to send such a
large number of members, barely in consideration of num'"
bel's, without any regard had to lands and real estates,
which appears to be in consequence of an act passed in a
former General Court, when there was a very thin House.
And therefore, that the present General Court, are not in a
proper situation to act on matters of such importance as
forming a Constitution of Government for after successions
and generations in this State; and whereas mature con-
sideration and deliberation appears to be necessary to be
used in a case of such importance, we apprehend it not safe
that it should be proceeded upon unless there is more equal
representation, and taking some further time for considera-
tion and information touching said matter.

The town of Oxford met upon adjournment, and after
the above report had been repeatedly read, it was put to
vote whether the same be accepted, and it passed unani-
mously in the affirmative.

Attest: SAMUELHARRIS, Town Clerk.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, October 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your Declaration of the 4tb of July last
has given this Court, as well as several others in Europe,
reason to expect you would, in form, announce your inde-
pendencyto them, and ask their friendshipj but a three
months' silence on that subject appears to them mysterious,
and the more so as you declared for foreign alliances. This
silence has given me the most inexpressible anxiet)'; has
more than once come near frustrating my whole endeavours,
on which subject refer you to mine of the 1st instant.

Employ must be found for the forces of Great Britairi
out of the United States of North America. The Caribbs
in St. Vincent, if set agoing, may be supplied through Mar-
tinico with stores. The mountain negroes in Jamaica may
employ a great number of their forces. This is not em-
ploying slaves, which, however, the example of our enemy
authorizes. Should there arise trouble in these two islands,
which a very little money would effect, the consequence
would be, that Great Britain, which can by no means
think of giving them up, would be so far from heing able to
increase her forces on the Continent, that she must with-
draw a large part to defend her is]ands.

I find everyone here acquainted with Bermuda is in my
sentiments; and by the officiousness of the treacherous
lIopkins, the Ministry here have got it by the end. This
makes me the more solicitous that the is]and shou]d be for-
tified this winter, if practicab]e.

Tobacco in lIolland is at the enormous price of seven
stivers, and will soon be as dear in France, Germany, &c,
I have promised that you will send out twenty thousand
hogshead this winter, in payment of the articles wanted
here. Let me advise you to ship the whole to Bordeaux,
after which 'it may be shipped in French bottoms to any
other port; the price will pay the convoy, therefore I
would recommend the vessels in which it should be shipped
should be armed, and that each ship sail under convoy
of one of your frigates, which may also banast with ii:
this will be safer than coming in a fleet. On your arrival,
Messrs. Delap, whose zeal and fidelity in olir service is
great, wiJl be direoted by me, or, in my absence, by Mr.
B. M, or ostensibly :Messrs. lIortalez Sf Co., where to
apply the money.

Eight or ten of your frigates, thus collected at Bordeaux,
with a proper number of riflemen as marines, where they
might have leisure to refit and procure supplies, would
strike, early next season, a most terrible blow to the British
commerce in Europe, and obtain a most noble indemnity.
The appearance of American cruisers in th9se seas has
amazed the British merchants, and insurance will now be
on the war establishment. This will gh'e the rival nations
a great superiority in commerce, of which they cannot be
insensib]e; and as our vessels of war will be protected in
the ports of France and Spain, the whole of the British
commerce will be exposed.

I hope to have a liberty for the disposal of prizes here,
but dare not engage for that. The last season, the whole
coast of England, &otland, and Ireland, has been, and stiJl

remains unguarded. Three or four frigates, arriving, as
they certainly might, unexpectedly, would be sufficient to
pillage Port Glasgow or otber western towns. The very
alarm which this -would occasion might have the mast sur-
prising and important effects, and in this method it might
be effected with the utmost certainty, if entered upon eady
next spring: but should that be laid aside, the having five
or six, or more, of your stoutest ships in these ports, where
you may every day receive intelligence oCwhat is about to
sail from England, would put in our power to make great
reprisals.

I wrote for blank commissions, or a power to grant com-
missions to ships of war: pray forward them, as here are
many wishing for an opportunity of using them in this way;
they wi]] take a cargo in an armed vessel for America, and
if they meet with any thing in their way take it with them.
The granting commissions against Portugal would insure
the friendship of Spain.

Grain will bear a great price in this kingdom and the
south of Europe; and I ha~e made application to the :Min-
ister of the Marine to supply masts and spars from 4.merica
for the French navy: pray inform me how, and on what
terms, the British navy formerly used to be supplied from
New-England.

I am fulJy of opinion that war must break out soon, and
become genera] in Europe.

I need say no more on the situation I am in for want of
your further instructions. I live in hopes, but should I be
much longer disappointed, the affairs I am upon, as well as
my credit, must suffer, ifno! be absolutely ruined. My mast
respectfu] compliments to the honourable Congress.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble
servant, SILASDEANE.

COLONEL GADSDEN TO JOHN LEWIS GERVAIS.

Sullivan's Island, October 8, 17'76.

SIR: We have now not one barrel of pork left; therefore
desire you will send us down a month's salt pravis~onsas
soon as possible for a store. The Adjutant, Mr.lIamilton,
will. tell you the reason of this. I should also be glad you
would send me a hogshead of rum for the regiment by
the first opportunity. I am obliged to give a great deal of
rum to the labourers about the bridge.

r am, sir, your most humb]e servant,
CHRIST. GADSDEN.

To John Lewis Gervais, Esq., Commissary-General,
Charlestown.

SAMUEL BOONE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

GENTLEMEN:By orders Qf supervisors of the gun-lock
factory in Frederick town, I have sent you seventy-nine
locks, and have a quantity rnOl'eall ready to put together.
If you must have all the locks sent to you that is made in
the factory, please to let me know by the bearer, George
Bear.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
SAML. BOONE.

To the Council of Safety of Maryland.

JOHN ADAMS TO MRS. ADAMS.

Philadelphia, October 8, 1776.

I ought to acknowledge with gratitude your constant
kindnes!:iin writing to me by every post. Your favour of
29 September came by the ]ast. I wish it had been in
my power to have returned your civilities with the same
punctl1a]ity, but it has not. Long before this you have
received letters from me, and newspapers containing a fllJI
account of the negotiation. The communication is still
open, and the post-riders now do their duty, and will con-
~wm~n '

I assure you we are as much at a loss about affairs at
New- York as you are. In general, our Generals were out-
generaled on Long-Island, and Sullivan and Stirling, with
a thousand men, were made prisoners, in consequence of
which, and several other unfortunate circum.stances, a cout)-
cil of war thought it prudent to retreat from that island and
Govemour's Island, and then from New-York. They are
now posted at lIaerlem, about ten or eleven miles from the
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city. They left behin~ them some provisions,some cannon,
and some baggage. Wherever the men-of-war have ap-
proached, our Militia have most manfully turned their backs
and run away, officers and men, like stijrdy feHows; and
their panicks have sometimes seized the regular regiments.
One little skirmish on Montresor'slsland enqed with the
loss of the brave lVIajorHenley, and the disgrace of the rest
of the party. Another skirmish, which might, indeed, be
called an action, ended in the defeat and shameful Right
of the enemy, with the loss of the brave Colonel Knowlton
on our part. The enemy have possession of Paulus Hook
and Bero-en Point, places on the Jersey side of North
River. By this time their force is so divided between Sta-
ten-Island, Long-Island, New- York, Paulus Hook, and
Bergen Point, that I think they will do no great matter
more this fall, unless the expiration of the term of inlistment
of our army should disband it. If our new inlistments fill
up for soldiers during the war, we shall do well enough.
Every body must encourage this.

You are told that a regiment of Yorkers behaved ill, and
it may be true; but I can tell 'you that several regiments of
Massachusetts men behaved ill too. The spirit of venality
you mention is the most dreadful and alarming enemy
America has to oppose. It is as rapacious and insatiable
as the grave. Weare in the face Romuli non republica
Platonis. This predominant avarice will ruin America, if
she ever is ruined. If God Almightydoes not interposeby
his grace to control this universal idolatry to the mammon
of unrighteousness, we shall be given up to the chastise-
ments of his judgments. I am ashamed of the age I live in.

You surpriRe me with your account of the prayers in
publick for an abdicated King, a pretender to the crown.
Nothing of that kind is heard in this place, or any other
part of the Continent, but New- York and the place you
mention. This practice is treason against the State, and
cannot be long tolerated.

Don't leave off writing to me. I write as often as I can.
I am glad Master John has an office so useful to his
mamma and papa as that of pos~-rider.

-
COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF PENNSYLVANIA TO THE CONGRESS.

[Read October 10: referred to the Board of War; Board of War to
confer.]

In Council of Safety, October 8, 1776.

As it is not improbable that General Howe might detach
part of his army by water from New- York to invade this
State, and as we should be unable to make any defence
against thern by land, in our p!esent unarmed condition,
and as not only the safety of thIs State, but the preserva-
tion and security of great part of the military stores belong-
ing to Congress is thereby endangered:

Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Colonel Bayard, and
Mr. Biddle, be appointed to confer with a Committee of
Congress on tbe expediency of having a body of Troops
stationed near the City of Philadelphia, for the defence of
this State, and that a General officer of some experience
be appointed to have the command of said force.

Extract from the minutes:
JACOBS. HOWELL,Secretary.

CARI.ISLE (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of the town of Carlisle,
at the Court-House, the 8th day of October, 1716:

Resolved, unanimously, That the inhabitants of this town
at lar~e be called together, to meet at the Court-House, at
two a clock this afternoon, to consider of the oath directed
by an ordinance of the late Convention of this State, passed
at Philadelphia, the 26th day of September last, to be taken
by every elector in this State, at the ensuing election, be-
fore his vote for Representatives shaH be received.

,

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Carlisle,
in the afternoon of the same day, on notice given, in pur-
suance of the abO\'e resolve, Robert ltI:iller, Bsq., was ap-
pointed Chairman.

After the occasion of the meeting was opened to the-
people, the oath above referred to was read and considered,
and the question was put, viz: Whether the inhabitants
present will take the oath aforesaid, on the 5th day of
November next, at the ensuing general election, previous to

their delivering their votes for Representatives to the Inspec-
tors? It was

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That they would not
. take that oath.

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the above proceed-
ings be printed in the newspapers.

Extract from the minutes:
ROBERT MILLER, Chairman.

TO THE FREEMEN OF PENNSYLVANIA.

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS: The affairs of our
State now wear a most gloomy aspect. The Convention
have risen, and without consulting the prejudices, habits, or
even inclinations of their constituents, have forced a Govern-
ment upon us big with anarchy and slavery.

The people of the neighbouring States, we are told, are
now enjoying the sweets of Governments founded upon their
own authority, and are employing their whole wisdom an~
strength in promoting their own safety and happiness. The
reason is plain: They removed those parts of their consti-
tutions only which were derived from the Crown, and sub-
stituted in their stead an executive power founded upon an
authority derived from themselves. They have aH reserved
the inestimable pillars in a free government, a Legislative
Councilor Governour. Such a government would have
been most agreeable to the people of Pennsylvania, and if
they have spirit or sense remaining they will never be
happy without it.

A people who could be free and happy with o.neLegis-
lature, might be equally free and happy without any Gov-
ernment. Both situations suppose equal degrees of virtue
in a people. The history of all countries shows us that
power has done as much mischief when lodged in the hands
of one assembly, as it has done when lodged in the hands
of one man. The arbitrary Rump Parliament, which sat
eighteen years without dissolving itself, was a single assem-
bly or legislature.

But it is unnecessary to travel into past ages to find ex-
amples of the danger of trusting power into the hands of
a single legislature. The conduct of the late Convention
of Pennsylvania seems intended by Divine Providence to
awaken our fears upon this subject, and to point out to us
the mischiefs which have arisen from the exercise of power
by a single ;Issembly. '

What body of men has disposed of our liberty, property,
and lives, without oUf consent, by cruel and tyrannical
ordinances? The Convention. What body of men paid
themselves above three thousand pounds for sitting above
two months fordoing business which might have been trans-

.acted in ten days? The Convention. What body of men
published a constitution for a State, deficient in perspicuity,
grammar, and English 7* The Convention. What body
of men appointed Justices of the Peace wholly unacquainted
with the busipess of their offices, and equally unfit aud un-
willing to execute them? The Convention. What body
of men secured to themselves a perpetuity of their power,
by fencing it in with oaths unprecedented in any free coun-
try? The Convention.

If this is not enough to show us the danger of a single
Legislature, we deserve to be slaves. SCIPIO.

Philadelphia, October 8, 1776.

" "
No justice of the Pcace shall sit in the General AssembJy unless

he first resign his commission. "-Section 30.

Head-Quarters, Perth-Amboy, October 8,1776.

Colonel Slough's Battalion of Pennsylvania Associators
having done theil' duty as good soldiers, are hereby dismissed
the service of the States, and are permitted to return home
from Elizabethtown on ]}Ionday next.

SAMUELGRIFFIN, Dep. Ad. Gen.

. Head-Quarters, Elizabethtown,October14, 1776.
Colonel Slough will be so good as to return my thanks

to the officers and soldiers of the battaljon under his com-
mand, for their decent and orderly behaviour since their
occupying the post at the Point House. As his battalion
is now discharged from further duty at this post, I take this
opportunity to wish theln safe home to their respective fam-
iliesand friends. .

MATTHIAS WILLIAMSON, Brig. Gen.
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and honour w~ich 'thei~ spirited conduct, on that occasion,
entitles them to receive.

I am, with the greatest esteem, your most obedient ser-
vant, M. WILLIAMSON,Brig. Gen.

To Major Philip BrusseZZ,of Colonel Slough's Battalion,
Lancaster.

Head-Quarters, Elizabethtown, October 14, 1776.

Sm: I request the favour of you to return my sincere
thanks to the officers and soldiers of Colonel Slough's bat-
talion that turned out volunteers with you yesterday, and
joined us in our excursion to Staten-Island, for their orderly
and soldier-like behaviour while on that service; and they
may depend I shall always mention them with that regard

A General Return of the Army in NEw-JERSEY, under the command of the Honourable HUGH MERCER, Esq., Brigadier-
General in the service of the AMERICANSTATES, PERTH-AMBOY, October 8, 1776.
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OFFICERS PRESENT.

Commissioned. StoJ!.

REGIMENTS.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDEj'I,"TOF CONGRESS.
[Read October 11. Referred to Board of War.]

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, October 8,1776.

SIR: Since I had the honour of writing you yesterday, I
have been favoured with a letter from the honourable Coun-
cil of Massachusetts-Bay, covering one from Richard Derby,
Esq., a copy of which is herewith transmitted, as it contains
intelliCtence of an important and interesting nature.

As "'an exchange of prisoners is about to take place, I am
induced fi'om a question stated in a letter I received from
Governour Trumbull, this morning, to ask the opinion of
Congress in what manner tbe States that have had the care
of them, are to be reimbursed the expenses incurred on their
account. My want of information in this instance, or
whether any account is to be sent in with the prisoners,
would not aJlow me to give him an answer, as nothing that
I recollect has ever been said upon the subject. He also
mentIons another matter, viz: whether such privates as are
mechanicks and others, who may desire to remain with us,
should be obliged to return. In respect to the latter, I con-
ceive, there can be no doubt of our being under a necessity
of returning the whole, a proposition having been made on
our part for a general exchange, and that agreed to. Besides
the balance of prisoners is greatly against us; and I am

. informed it was particularly stipulated by General~Iont-
gomel'Y, that aJl those that were taken in Canada, should be
exchanged, whenever a cartel was settled for the purpose.
Under these circumstances, I should suppose the several
Committees baving the care of them, should be instructed
to make the most exact returns of the whole, however
willing a part should be to continue with us. At the same
time I should think it not improper, to inform them of the
reasons leading to the measure, and that they should be

Non-
Com'ed.

RANK AND FILE.

FROM WHAT STATE.WHERE
STATIONED.

.-----.-..-

invited to escape afterwards, which in aJl probability they
may effect without much difficulty, if they are attached to
us, extending their influence to many more, and bringing
them away also.

1;he situation of our affairs, and the present estab]ishment
of the army requiriug our most vigorous exertions to engage
a new one, I presume it will be necessary to furnish the
Paymaster-General, as early as possible, with mon'ey to pay
the bounty lately resolved on to such men as will inlist.
Prompt pay perhaps m-ay have a happy effect, and induce
the continuance of some who are here; but without it, I am
certain that nothing can be done, nor have we time to lose
in making the experiment. But then it may be asked who
is to recruit,or who can consider themselves as officers for
that purpose, till the Conventions of the different States
have made the appointments.

Yesterday afternoon the exchange between Lord Stirling
and Governour Browne was carried into execUtion,and his
Lordship is now here. He confirms the intelligence men-
tioned .by Captain Souther, about the transports he met, by
the arrIval of the l!aphne man-.of-war, (a twenty gun ship,)
a few days ago, with twelve ships under her convoy having
Light Horse on board. They sailed with about twenty in
each, and lost about eighty in their passage, besides those
in the vessel taken by Captain Souther. He further adds
that he had heard it acknowledged more than once, that i~
the action of the] 6th ultimo, the enemyhad a hundred
men killed, about sixty Highlanders of the Forty-Second
Regiment, and forty of the Light Infantry. This confession
corning from themselves, we may reasonably conclude did
not exaggerate the number.

In pursuance of the resolve, which you were pleased to
transmit me, I caJled upon the members who concurred in
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the acquittal of McCumber to assign their reas06s. Enclosed
you have their answer, by which you wiIl perceive the direc-
tion has given them great uneasiness, and from the informa-
tion I have received, it has become a matter of much more
general concern than c'ould have been expected, in so much
that I will take the liberty to advise that it may rest where
it is, having heard that most of the officers have become
party to it, and consider that the resolve materially affects
the whole.

October 9th. About eight o'clock this morning two ships
of fOtty-four guns each, supposed to be the Roebuck and
]!hrenix, and a frigate of twenty guns, with three or four
tenders, got under way from about Bloomingdale, where
they had been laying some time, and stood with an easy
southerly breeze towards our chevaux-de-frise, which we
hoped would have intexrupted their passage, while our
batteries played upon them; but to our surprise and mor-
tification, they ran through without the least difficulty,
II-ndwithout receiving any apparent damage from our forts,
though they kept up a heavy fire from both sides of the
riyer. Their destination or views cannot be known with
certainty; but most probably they are sent to stop the navi-
gation, and cut off the supplies of boards, which we should
have received, and of which we are in great need. They
are standing up, and I have despatched an express to the
Convention of this State, that notice may be immediately
communicated to General Clinton, at the Highland fortifi-
cations, to put him on his guard in case they should have
any designs against them, and that precautions may be taken
to prevent the craft belonging to the river falling into their
hands.

. . .
I have th~ honour to be, with great esteem, sir, your most

obedient servant,
G W. O. ASHINGTON.

MASSACaUSETTs COUNCIL TO GENlj:R,AL WASHINGTON.

Council Chamber, Watertown, October 3,1776.

SIR: I now transmit you a copy of a letter the Council
of this State have just received from the Hon. Richard
Derby, Esq., containing some intelligence which the Board
apprebend your Excellency ought to be made acquainted
with, and have therefore directed me to furnish you with a
copy of the same. The Council would be glad your
~xceIlency would inform them at what place the particular
regiments that were composed of men inlisted out of this
State, are now stationed, with the names of the officers that
command the respective regiments.. I am, with great respect, your most humble servant.
To His Excellency General Washington.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO RICHARD DERBY.

Council Chamber, October 3, 1776.

Your favour of this day has been considered by the
Bo,ard, and I am to inform YQ!ltbe officers mentioned in
your letter are to be put upon their parole, and sent to the
town of Bradford, in the County of Essex, In case they sign
the parole herewith enclosed. Their names you will please
to insert in the blanks left for that purpose, in the said
paroles, and also in the orders to the Sheriff. The soldiers,
or sailors, that are made prisoners, are to be confined in the
gaol in Salem till further order, and treated as Pl'isonersof
war, unless they or either of them incline to go out to
labour, in which case such as incline to labour, the Sheriff is
directed to put out. And you are directed to give all pos-
sible despatch to Captain Souther, that he may immediately
proceed on another cruise.

In the name and by the order of Council.
1;'0 tl)e Hon. Richard Dr,rby, Esq.

Salem, October 3, 1776.

Sm: Last evening, the Massachusetts, Captain Souther,
com.mander.of the brigantine belonging to this State, arrived
here, and informs me that a few days after he sailed, he fell
in with,apd took a brigantine of about two hundred and fifty
tons, frQmFalrnQ1!,th,in England, mounting six three-pound
cannon, and having on board a Captain and about twenty
privat~s of the Sixteenth Regiment of Dragoons, with their
horses and accoutrements. The chaplain of the regiment
is also witb them.

With respect to news, I can only inform you that this

vessel sailed fi'omFalmouth on the 27th July. Just a month
after they embarkf'd, in company with twelve others, under
convoy of the Daphne, of thirty-two guns, from whom
they parted but a day or two before, they were taken.
They all had the same kind of cargo, making in the whole
two hundred and thirty horses. A fleet of about seventy
sail, sailed about three days before them, under a strong
convoy, having on board the remainder of the Sixteenth
Regiment of Dragoons, and the last Divisio.nof Hanoverians,
as he says, about five thousand men, bO\lnd for New- York.
They were short of horse provisions, and some of the horses
have died of the staggers, and he supposes that the late
gales have destroyed many more. He says the people
of Britain know nothing what is passing in America, and
Captain Souther informs me the chaplain has told him the.
people in England begin to grow very uneasy.

Not a single newspaper or letter has as yet been found.
I[ there should be any more news transpire, you shall soon
be informed of it. I think you may depend on the account
he gives of the sailing of the fleets, and that they are now
near, if not arrived at New- York. A privateer sloop
belonging to this place is just arrived, who fell in with the
fleet of twelve sail, and was so closely pursued by the
Daphne that the enemy fired musket balls into them; but
by heaving overboard aU her guns, water, and provision,
and by sawing down her upper works, barely made her
escape.

I am, with all due respect to. the honourable Board, your
most obedient servant, R D J!CHARD ERBY, UN.

A true copy. Attest:
JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

In pursuance of an order from Congress, the members
now in camp who sat on the Court Martial before which
Ensign McOumber was tried for plu.ndering and mutiny, as
well those who found him guilty of plundering as those
who acquitted him of that charge, met at Colonel Sage's
a_ndtook the resolve of Congress into consideration. After
mature deliberation, it is the unanimous opinion of the
members, that we ought not to assign any reasons for the
verdict of that court. It has ever been an established
maxim tliat judges should be free from all influence, that
their opinions should proceed from the dictates of an honest
and upright mind, and that no bias to any particular party,
or fear of censure, should have weight in their judgments.

Should we consent to assign reasons lor our verdict on
McCumber's trial, we think it would be establishing a pre-
cedent of the most dangerous consequences. Whenever
the sentence of a Court Martial is disagreeable to a Com-
mander-in-Chief, or any other power, the members who do
not concur in opinion with them are exposed to their tesent-
ment. This certainly must influence some persons, and be
of dangerous tendency. Men of spirit will not attend the
courts, and servile, cringing men, should not be entrusted
with the lives of their fellows. We do Qot mean absolutely
to refuse complying with tbe order of Congress. Let us be
convinced that we ought to do it, and reasons shall be given.
We are young and inexperienced in these matters, and are
only guided by the natural impropriety of the thing. Have
not the Congress thought it improper? They have. By
the last articles of war, every member is to be sworn not to
disclose the opinion of any particular member. Are laws
to be made which are not binding on legislators?

COMFORTSAGE, Pre8id~nt.
D AVIDB REARLY, Lieutcnant- Colonel.
EBN. HOWELL, MaJor.
SAM. SMITH, Captain.
THQMi\S BOURK, Captain.
CORNELIUSHIGGINs, Captain.
JACOB GOOD, Captain.
LEONARD BLEECK;ER,Lieut~nant.
JACOB D,F; WrrT, Lieutenant.

Heights of Harlem, October 7, 1776.

G.ENEHAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 5, 1776.
(Pilfole, .) (Countersign, .)

The General conceiving it to be his indispensable duty to
lay before the Congress the proceedings of the General
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C~)Urt-Martial, on the trial of Ensign McCumber, has
received the following orders from them, which he desires
those members who were favourers of the first judgment
would immediately comply with.

"In Congress, September 30, 1776.

"Resolved, That General Washington be directed to
call1lpon snch of the members of the Court-Martial as sat
in the trial and concurred in the acquittal of Ensign
McCumber, to assign the reasons for their first judgment,
together.with the names of such of the said members who
were for the acquittal, to be returned to Congress."

For the greater ease and convenience of doing the duty,
the General directs that the two Virginia regiments be
formed into a brigade, a.no for the present be under the
command of the eldest Colonel thereof; also that the regi-
ments lately from Rhode-Island, and the Militia regiments
from Connecticut,under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Storrs and Major Graves, be formed into another brigade,
and at present be under the command of Colonel Lippet;
proper persons to do the duty of Brigade-Majors to be re-
commended by the Colonel who commands them, who will
be paid duringthe time of their actingin that office. It is
expected that gentlemen capable of doing the duty wi1l be
recommended and none others; as it is a melancholy thing
to have the business of the army conducted with irregularity
and sloth, when every thing should put on the face of ac-
tivity and life.

After Monday, no Adjutant on the east side of Hudson's
rIver, will be allowed to take orders at Head-Quarters, but
they must attend their Brigade-Majors, and receive 'em from
them. If any Brigade-Major is sick, or otherwise "unable
to attend, the Brigadier, or Colonel commanding, is to sig-
nify it to the Adjutant-General, and recommend some suit-
able persoll to act in his stead.

weather and weight of snow which may lodge on them,
that no accident may befal the men.

Sergeant George Douglass, of Captain Foster's com-
pany, late fl'IcDougalfs regiment, being convicted by a
General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel WCedo!L is Presi-
dent, of "embezzling and selling provisions belonging to the
company," is sentenced to be reduced to the ranks, and
whipped thirty-nine lashes, to be continued under provost-
guard for" mutillous speeches and disrespectful language of
the Commander-in-Chief." George Harris, of Captain
Howell's company, Colonel Winds's regiment, tried by
the same Court-Martial, and convicted of "desertion," is
ordered to be whipped thirty-vine lashes.

The General approves the above sentences, and the Pro-
vost-Marshal is to see the sentence on Harris exeC:llted to-
morrow morning at guard mounting.

.

.
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 8, 1776.

(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)

The late Sergeant Douglass, of Captain Foster's com-
pany, late fl'IcDougall's regiment, beinl!: convicted by a
General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Weedon was Presi-
dent, of "mutinous speeches, and speaking disrespectfully
of the Commander-in-Chief," and sentenced to receive
thirty-nine lashes, the Gelleral approves the sentence, and
orders it to be executed at the usual time and place. This
offender being a bad character, is to be continued in the
provost guard till further orders.

The commanding officer of the Rangers having repre-
sented that soldiers are continually straggling down to Har-
lem and other places," frequently without arms, and that
when he has apprehended and sent them to their regiments,
no further notice has been taken of them. As this is a
plain breach of general orders the General hopes there is
some mistake in the matter; however, to prevent it in future,
he now orders, that no officer or soldie.', (Rangers excepted,)
go on any pretence beyond the lines, without leave from
himself, a Major-General, the Brigadier of the day, or the
Adjutant-General, in writing, unless either of those officers
are with them in person. And in order to distinguish the
Rangers, they are to wear something white round their arms.
If any such straggler is found hereafter, he is to be sent to
the quarter-guard of the regiment, tried by a regimental
court-martial, and receive ten lashes immediately.

There is now an issuing store for ammunition, near General
Spencer'.~ quarters; the officers of every regiment will be
responsible if there is any deficiency in their regiments, as
they may now receive a full supply by making a return of
the state of their ammunition, and getting an order from the

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October7,1776. Adjutant-General. .

(Parole, .) (Countersign, .) The brigade lately commanded by General fl'lijflin is to
Captain William McWilliams, of the Third Virginia be under the ,care of Lord Stirling, who is just returned

regiment, is to do the duty of Brigade-Major in Colonel from his captivity.
Weedon's brigade, till further orders. The General desires the commamJing officers of each

Representation having been made to the General that regiment, or corps, will give in a list of the names of the
numbers of the picket guard are absent from their posts, officers and men who were killed, taken, or missing, in the
under pretence of fetching provisions and water, he posi- action of the 27th of August, on Long-Island, and since
tively orders that every man, as well officers as soldiers, that period. He desires the returns may be correct, and
shall carry provisions with, or have it brought to them at that any persons who have it in their power, will give in
their posts, by their messmates; as the safety of the army the returns of this kind in behalf of any Militia regiments
depends too much on their diligence and attention to admit which are discharged
of such practices. It is moreover expected of the officer The General, to prevent any plea of ignorance, again re-
commanding the picket, that he does not, under any pre- peats his order against all kinds of gaming, as destructive
tence whatever, suffer the men to straggle from their and pernicious to the service. He hopes the officers will
respective posts, without they are sent upon scouting parties set no examples of this kind, and that they will punish it
by himself; but always to have them in readiness to give among the men.
such effectual opposition as to allow time to their line to The General is surprised to find that manning the lines
turn out; which being the end alld design of guards, is de- every morning is discontinued. He desires that the practice
feated if the men who mount are not in a posture to give of doing it for tile future may not be omitted, unless con-
instant opposition. tradicted by general orders.

The Quartermaster-General is immediately to provide The Quartermaster-General is to use the greatest diligence
twenty wood axes for the picket guards in front of our in providing straw for the accommodation of the troops.
lines. When provided he is to deli \'er them to the officer Lieutenant Kidd, of Colonel Smallwood's regiment, con-
commanding tbe picket, who is to see that they are de- victed by a Court-Martial, whereof Colonel "Ware was pre-
livered over to the officer relieving, and so from one to tbe sident, of a breach of general orders, in "taking fatigue
other; the officer failing will be answerable. These axes men from lheir duty," is sentenced to be dismissed the ser-
are intended for the purpose.of providing wood and erecting vice. Ensign Fairly, of the regiment lale McDoogall's,
buts for the guards, which last ought not to be delayed. tried by the same Court-Martial for the same, is acquit-

The Brigadiers and officers commanding regiments are to ted and discharged from arrest. Captain Hardenbargh, of
prevent the irregular and promiscuous placing of hUts, and Colonel Ritzema's regiment, convicted by the same Court-
to see tbat they are built in such a manner as to stand the Martial of "defrauding his men," is sentenced to be cash-

FIFTH SEIUES.- VOL. II. 60

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 6, 1776.
(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)
Forty men, olle Captain, two subs., to be furnished by

the regiments at Mount Washington, to assist in ballasting
the vessels. They are to take orders from Andrew Ober,
on board the sloop Nightingale. This party to be con-
tinued till the business is done. Be~ides, the above regi-
ments stationed at Mount Washington are to furnish men in
proportioll to their strength for the works there.

Colonel Lippet's brigade is to furnish men for tbe works
opposite Mount Washington, to be laid out" by Colonel
Putnam, from whom they are to take orders.
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. iered, and his name, place of abode, and offence, published
agreeable to the second and fourth late additional articles of
war.

The General approves each of tbe above sentences, and
orders to be executed.

..

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRU1\IBTILL.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, October 8, 1776.

SIR: I was this morning honoured with your favour of
the 2d instant, and beg leave to return you my thanks for
the measures you have adopted upon my request for obtain-
ing an account of the prisoners in your State, and for your
assurance that I shall be furnished with a return as soon as
it is procL1l'ed, in order that I may give further directions
about them.

The proposition respecting the prisoners that wish to
remain with us, and about the expense that has been
incurred for the maintenance of the whole that have been in
your State, I shall lay before Congress by the earliest op-
portunity. and will transmit you the result of their opinion.
However, it appears to me t,hat there will be a necessity
for returning the whole of their prisoners, not only because
the balance is against us, but because I am informed it was
particularly stipulated on the part of General lJIontgomery
for those that were taken in Canada. The case will be
hard upon those who want to remain, and who have all be-
come attached to us; and should Congress determine on
their being returned, it will be but right that some pains
should be used to inform them of the reasons leadina to the
measure; and I doubt not, if they act with proper ~aution,
that they may afterwards effect their escape, to which they
should be encouraged. Indeed I think, if they are heartily
disposed towards us, that their exchange may be productive
of many good consequences; they may extend their influence
to many otbers, and who, perhaps, will be induced to desert.

I. hope tbe resentment which your State mean to express
against tbose who have scandalously deserted from the de-
fence of our cause will have a happy effi~ct, and prevent a
like conduct in future; nothing can be too severe lor them.

Before the receipt of your favour, I bad desired the General
Officers to make out a list of such Field and other officers as
are esteemed worthy of command and entitled to commis-
sions in the servic8. This is a consideration of exceedinO'
importance, for without good officers we can never ha v~
troops that will be worthy of the name; and with them we
may in time have an army equal to any. We have erood.

I
b

mateJ'Ja s to work upon. As soon as the list is obtained I
will forward it by the first conveyance that may offer. ' I
have strongly inculcated on the Generals the impropriety of
giving in or recommending any bnt those who are fit for
service; and YOLImay rest assured, sir, as you have been
pleased to honour me with your confidence on this occasion,
that, as far as it shall be in my power, I will only return
those that are well spoken of, and who, from report; wiJl
answer (what you have ever had in view) the advancement
of our common rights and the happiness of the United States.

I am, sir, with respect, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

P. S. The following payments have been made to the
Militia of YOllr State, lately here: .
1776, September 28, .Major Nathaniel Torry, for his regi-

ment, $5,185 9-72
1776, September 30, Captain Amos Barnes,

15th regiment, commanded by Major Shaw, 5,211 38-72

CHARLES C. GRIFFITH TO ~IARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Head-Quarters, Morris's Heights, October 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Major Daniel Jenifer Adams informing me
that he is desirous of being in the service of the Continental
troops that are to be raised in the State of Maryland, beg
leave to inform your Honours, from Major Adams's good
conduct, spirit, and aJacrity, on all occasions, both in and out
of action, since he has been in this army, leaves me no room
to doubt but he is the good soldier, and worthy your atten-
tion. I would therefore wish that he could be placed amonO'
the first in the present appointment of oilicers in our State.'"

I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your most humble
servant, CHAS. C. GRIFFITH.

To the hO['}QurableConvention of the State of Maryland.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIA~I DUER.

Head-Quarters, HarJem Heights, October 8, 1776,

DEAR SIR: Lord Stirling came on shore yesterday eve-
ning. As he was on board ship the whole time of bis capti-
vity, he can say very little of tbe situation or intentions of
the enemy. He apprehends they are not so strong as they
give out, as he often heard them mention the want of their
reinforcement. He confirms the account of the bad blood
between the English and Hessian troops. The latter plun-
der Whig and Tory indiscriminately and without punishruent,
while the former are under the severest restrictions. One
of the prisoners that we took yest!'rday says the Hessians
have wounded some of the British for only endeavourin(f to
take part of the spoil with them. '"

By a lett!'r from .Mr. Derby, of Salem, we are informed
that a brig belonging to .L~Iassachusetts had taken and
brought in a transport with twenty of Sixteenth Regiment
of Light Dragoons, with their horses, &c. This transpoit
was one of twelve sail that have since arrived at New- York,
each with the same number of men and horses. The)' had
been embarked ever since the 27tb June, and many of the
horses perished on the passage for want. Three days be-
fore the fleet of twelve sailed, a fleet of about seventy left
England, having the remainder of the Sixteenth Regiment
of Dragoons on board, and the last division of forei<rners,
said to be about five thousand, none of which, my "'Lord
Stirling says, are received.

Y our State has undoubtedly been advised by Congress of
their resolution to raise eighty-eight battalions on Continen-
tal pay, to serve during the war. His Excellency desires
me to remind you of how much consequence the nomina-
tion of good officerswill be in this reformof the army. As
the Congress have left the appointment of all officers except
Generals to tbe ditft~rent States, his Excellency has wrote
to most of them in the most pressing terms to be careful in
theil' choice. The State of Connecticut has shown a very'
good example for procuring suitable persons either to be
prepared or continued in command-they having desired
the Commander-in-Chief, in conjullction with their own
Generals, to make out a list, and transmit it them, of
those oilicers who in their opinion ha\'e behaved best, and
are most worthy of notice. His Excellency desires me
to say fUl'ther that he has ever avoided recommending
oilicers to preferment, lest he should be taxed with par-
tiality, but that he cannot pass by the merit of Lieutenant-
Colonel Livingston, of ColonA! Clinton's regiment, he
havingupon every occasion exbibited proofs of his activity
and zeal for the service. He therefore wishes he may not
be overlooked in the preftmnents tbat must naturally take
place upon the new establishment of your forces. I am
just informed that your Convention have already wrote to
General McDougall upon the subject of new commissions;
which I am glad to hear.

I had proceeded thus far to be ready for your express
when your favour of the 6th came to hand. I am glad tbat
you go on apprehending the villains in the country above,
and gladder to find that you have powers to establish a
proper court for th~ir trial. I mistookthe matter before.

I am, dear sir, respectfully yours, "

TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq.

Proceedings of a General Court-l1>Iartial held by adjourn
ment OCTOBER8th, 1776, by order of lJlajor-Gcneral
HEATH.

Colonel Lasher, President.

Lieut. Colonel Prentice, Captain Dana,
Major Austin, Captain Bickman,
Captain Sill, Captain Brazier,
Captain Pope, Captain Duryee,
Captain Allen, Captain Platt,
Captain Keith, Captain Hardenbergh.

The Court proceeded to the trial of Captain De Witt,
of Colonel Humphrey's Regiment, charged with liberating
JameslJlcCormick,a soldier in Colonel Sargent's ReO'imenl
on the 1st instant, from the main guard, wb'owas the~ undel:
::jentence of death.

The prisoner being ~alled, pleads, Not guilty.
Gorden Spencer, belllg sworn, deposeth: I was on the
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guard with the Captain about ~alf an hour before the relief,
and heard the Captain say he would release all prisoners
that had no crimes. Afterwards I saw ~IcCormick out re-
questing permission of the Captain to treat the prisoners.

The prisoner now confesses the fact, and in defence saith:
That tbe evening before, a man with a white cockade, which
he therefore supposed a Captain's, inquired for a prisoner
he had confined. He asked his advice what to do with
ltlcCormick, as he had no crime against him. The officer
told him to let him out in the morning if no crime appeared.
He did so in tbe morning, as no crime appeared, and per-
mitted him to treat some with cider.

The Court, after consideration, unanimously think the
prisoner not guilty of any crim~ in discharging. the ~risonel'
ft'lcCormick, as there was no CrHTIealleged agamst hUTI,and
none appeared in the return of the prisoners, &c., delivered
him by the officer he relieved.

JOHN LASHER, President.

PETITION OF DANIEL WALKER.

Fishkills, October 8, 1776.

SIR: In behalf and at the request of a number of Scotch
prisoners, quartered at Goshen, Orange County, beg leave
to inform the Convention that they have resided there since
the 2d day of July last. That they consider themselves as
prisoners of war, entitled to the value of the Continental
rations in money, or as much as will pay for their weekly
board, and to be at liberty to work at their different trades or
occupations, behaving themselves peaceably during the time
of their confinement. That as to rations they never received
any, except for two men two days, and one woman about
one half of the time. That their wages has been very low,
and that refused to be paid them in several instances.
That the boys is obliged to work for their living only, and
one of them has been whipped and abused without sufficient
provocation. Therefore pray the Convention would take
their case into consideration, and give such direction in the
premisp,s as. they, in their wisdom, sha1l think meet.

An answer to the subscriber, who is 'waiting, will be
gratefully acknowledged by the Convention's most obedient,
humble servant, DANIEL 'VALKER.

To the honourable the Convention of the State of New- York.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO GENERAL MORRIS.

FishkiIJ, October 8, 1776.

Sue The Convention have directed me to inform you,
that they wereextrenwly sorry for the necessity that first
obliged them to request your immediate return to your
bligade, since they hoped that no military officer would
choose to be absent when his country was invaded. They
are willing to acknowledge the force of those reasons for
delaying your return which are d~rived from the particular
situation of your family. These, tbey hope, by their safety
and security, have long since ceased to operate. They
now flatter themselves that it will be unnecessary to remind
you of the superiour ties which bind every man to his country,
more particularly those whom the State have vested with
the highest honour.

Tbe Indian afi:lirs of the Middle Department should be
under the consideratiQn of Congress; yet th,.y hope yoUI'
attendance may be dispensed with, as the Congress have it
in their power to call upon the other Commissioners, without
injuring the publick so matel'ially as by detaining a military
officer from his station.

The Convention cannot but hope that you have be!;'n
deceived in your belief that your brigade is reduced to Jess
than a Colonel's commaod, though the loud and well-
founded complaints of the County of TVl'Stchestel' has givcn
them reason to fear that it h'as suffered by your absence.

They are pleased to hear that you ha ve laid aside your -

design of offering your personal service to General Wash-
ington, since they cannot conceive that a General o(ficer
can with dignity act as a volunteer, when the troops under
his command are like to be called into action.

'Upon the whole, sir, they have directed me to inform
you that tbey expect your immediate attendance on tbe
duties of your department.

I am, sir, &c.

To Brigadier-General ltlorris, Fishkill.

JOHANNES SLEGHT TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Kingston, Octob~r 8, 1776.

SIR : We have this day received certain information that
a man did come to this town with orders to remove the tea
which was stored in the house of Captain John Elmendol'ph
by Mr. Grodes Beekman. When we received this informa-
tion, a Committee was called, who carne to the following
resolution, viz:

"Resolved, That the tea which is now stored in this town
of Kingston shall not be removed from the place where it
now is, by the owners nor by any other person, till such
time as the resolution of the Convention of the State of
New- Yorl{ respecting the same, shall be made publick."

And as we have been informed by your letter of the
4th September, that the Convention had it in contem-
plation to pass a general resolve respecting the tea within
this State, and tbat a committee was appointed for that
purpose, who were prevented to complete that business by
reason that some of the members who were appointed for
that committee were not then arrived; I was therefore
acquainted that the Convention expected that I should use
my utmost endeavours to keep peace and good order among
us, till such resolutions were passea, in the best manner I
could. I am sorry we must give the honourable Convention
so mqch trouble about this affair, and beg to be excused
when I once more desire the favour of your honourable
House to make an end to this troublesome business as soon
as possible, which we hope will not only restore peace and
good order here, but also much oblige your friends and most
humble servants.

By order of the Committee:
JOHANNESSLEGHT, Chairman.

To the President of the Convention of the State of New-
Y')1'k.

JOHN SLOSS HOBART TO MESSRS. BANCKER, HARPER, AND

PLATT.

Fairfield, October 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of the 2d instant, per Captain
Rogers is come to hand, inC)J'mingme that Convention
have determined to send the ltlontgomery on a cruising
voyage again,and had appointed you to expedite the same,
and give instructions and grant such supplies as may be
necessary, and desiring me to furnish CaptaIn Rogers with
as much money as may be necessary to fit out said priva-
teer, out of tbe publick moneys now in my hands, in com-
pliance with which have informed Captain Rogers that the
monev is at his service; though Ttbink that in order to have a
prope"r voucher to the Auditor-General, it is necessary that
I be furnished with a certified order of Convention for paying
that money, which I beg you will send me by the bearer.
But in the mean time, that the business of the privateer
may not be obstructed, shall advance money on your letter;
but I must beer leave to observe that the Convention wi]) be
disappointed if they expect the sloop will go to sea without
a supply of cash from the Treasury. The money in my
hands amounts only to three hundred and twenty pounds,
while near eight hundred pounds is due in wages to the
people, as Captain Rogers informs me. The prize goods
that are saved a1'e but trifling. Mr. Hallet is in pursuit of
them; but a considerable time will be spent before they can
be condemned and sold; so that if Convention mean that
the sloop should cruise before the chance of prizes is over,
a person should be sent immediately, with cash sufficient to
payoff tbe arrears, and furnish the needful for another
voyaere. I tbought it my duty to mention tbese matters to
you, ~'1Sperhaps the situation of the property which the
publick has in these parts, is not sufficiently known.

I am, with great respect and esteem, your most obedient
servant,

JOHN SLOSS HOBART.

To Messrs. Ballcker, Harper, and Platt, Members of Con-
vention, Fishkill.

WILLIAM CUlT TO RICHARD DEVENS.
State of Connecticut, Norwich, Oetober 8, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of tbe J5t in-stant, received by the
bearer, also your pots and canteens, which turn. out some-
thin" more than was in tbe receipt, which shall be forwarded
witl~out delay, agreeable to your directions, to Thaddew

:11=
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Burr, Esq., if the~' are not ordered to Fairfield by his
Excellency General Washington. I should think it would
be best to have them sent as near the army as they can go
with safety, which is thirty miles nigher than you have
ordered these. I only hint this that in case you should for-
ward any thing more, to leave it discretionary, as none of
our craft put. into tbat pbce, unless specially ordered there.
Any further commands from you shall be faithfully com-,
plied with by your humble servant. In haste,

WILLIAM COlT.

CERTIFICATE OF SELECTMEN OF PEPPERELL.

These may certify 1hat BenJamin Wood, who was slain
at Bunkei' Hill, belonged to Captain Asa Lawrence's Com-
pany, and that Aaron Wood, of Pepperell, has a right to
draw his wages and such money as may be allowed for his
loss, &c.

NICHS. HOBART,

}
DAVID BLOOD, Selectmen for
JONA. SHATUCH, Pepperell.
JAMES '1' ARBLE,

Pepperell, October 8, 177&.

SILAS DEANE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.

Paris, October 9, 1776.

SIR: I wrote you by last post. This comes by :Mr.
Carmichael, a gentleman of ]}[aryland, in America, who has
for some time lived with, and assisted me in my business.
You can have the fullest confidence in him, and as he knows
I place the most absolute in you, it would be trifling to
swell a letter with news or observations, of both which he
can viva voce satisfy you. He will communicate to you his
business in Holland, and I am sure you will assist him to
the utmost of your power. He can tell you what an anx-
ious and laborious life I lead here; and, what adds to my
misfortune, how impossible it is, in the present critical situa-
tion of affairs, for me to quit this post for a single day;
much more it is as yet impossible for me to leave long
enough to visit you in Holland, which having long promised
to myself, and anticipated with pleasure, the disappointment
greatly cbagrins me. To have so kind and hospitable, and
at the same time, so judiciolls and safe a friend, inviting me
to what must at once yield me the pmest pleasure and the
most solid advantage, viz. an interview, and not to be able
to profit by it at once, is a misfortune I feel most sensibly.

Mr. Carmichael can give YOllthe best intelligence of our
present affairs in America, and his observations and infer-
ences will be from the best grounds, and made with precision
and judgment. My most grateful and respectful acknow-
ledgments to your lady, whom I yet may have the honour
of waiting on in the course of a month.

I have the honour to be, &c. SILAS DEANE.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON, DATED
LISBON, OCTOBER 9, 1776.

Captain Emmerson, a London trader, came in last Satur-
day, and brings an account that a ship from London, laden
with wheat and flour, was taken off this port, with a Portu-
guese pilot on board, by an American privateer; and this
day we have further advice of another ship being taken,
loaded with rice from America.

Yesterday two French traders arrived, the Captains of
which bad both been chased by three American privateers
in the channel, and off Cape Finisterre, the one of eighteen
guns, and the other of sixteen, which last two came up
with them.

EDWARD PENDLETON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read October 16, 1776.]

Williamsburg, October 9, 1776.

SIR: I had the honour of receiving your two favours
directed to the General Assembly of Virginia, by express,
which I immediately communicated to the House of Dele-
gates, now sitting, who are taking proper measures to be
fully represented in Congress without delay, and will pro-
ceed in due time to consider the other resolutions you
enclosed. Your southern despatches were immediately

forwarded by an express provided by the Committee of
this city.

I am, for the House of Delegates, sir, your most obedient,
humble seJvant, E P . N SpeakerDW ARD ENDLETO, .
MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH.

[No. 203.] Annapolis, October 9, 1776.

SIR: We have sent to you by Mr. Stewart, eight hun-
dred pounds, to be laid out in the purchase of superfine
flour. You may dispose of one half of our bread on the
best terms you can.

We are, &c.
To Mr. JesseHollingsworth.

JOHN SCOTT TO MATTHEW TILGHMAN.

George-Town, Frederick County, October 9,1776.

SIR: Permit me through you to address myself to your
honourable House for permission to pass some time among
my fi'iends in Virginia; or, if tbe House can be induced so
far to relax from their sentence, to permit me to remain there
without any limitation of time, under the restmints which
they have been pleased to lay me under, and which I ha\'e

. given bond with security to the President of the Council
of Safety in the penalty of a thousand pounds sterling to
observe. I beg, sir, tbat you will lay me with all humility
before the House, with an assurance that I would bave
addressed them in the first instance either by petition or
through YOll; but unacquainted as I am with bonds and the
forfeitUres of them, did not know but it might be going
beyond the line of my engagements.

My principal reasons for desiring to go to Virginia, are,
that I have many near and dear relations there. My for-
tune, little as it is, lays chiefly in that country, and having
lost my living, which has hitherto been my chief support,
I wish, by my industry, to do something for the subsistence
of my family, which I cannot possibly do while confined to
Frederick County. I have also, sir, the assurance of seve-
ral gentlemen of no inconsiderable rank and weight in my
native country, that my residence among them will not
only give no offence, but that they will even solicit this
HOllse, if necessary, for my enlargement. That my situa-
tion is a most unhappy one, those acquainted with the
human heart will readily conceive, and if my sufferings can
be alleviated without any injury to the publick weal, I
flatter myself humanity will p]ead powerfully in my favour.
To be held lip to the world asan enemy to my native land;
to be deprived of my living, in which the laws of my coun-
try had taugbt me to believe I had a permanent estate,
must sink deep into the heart of a man less attached to
worldly affairs than I profess to be. But the voice of the
Representatives of the State has pronounced the sentence,
and I must submit to my fate, yet conscious as I am of
having never harboured one thought injurious to the rights
of mankind.

I cannot but hope your honourable HOllse will remit my
too rigorous sentence, and permit me to try my fate in
some other land, where, if my inclinations lead me, which I
call God to witness they never have done, it will be out of
my power to hurt this country. If not for my own, for the
sake of those innocentswho haveme alone to look up to
for protection and support, I hope I may gain thus much at .

your hands, more especially as the common rigbts of man-
kind are yet preserved inviolate in the State of lUaryland,
give me some grounds for the hope.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN SCOTT.

To the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, October 9, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed resolves, which I do myself the hon-
our to forward, will inform you of tbe ample provIsion tbe
Congress have made for the support of both officers and
soldiers who shall enter into the service during the war.
The pay of the former is considembly increased, and the
latter is to receive annually a complete suit of clothes, or
in lieu thereof, the sum of twenty dollars, should he pro-
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vide the suit for himself. This additional encouragement,
besides the twenty dollars bounty, and fifty acres of land
formerly granted, the Congress expect will be the means,
if any thing can, of engaging troops during the war.

The importance, and indeed the absolute necessity, of
fillingup the army, of providing for the troops, and engaging
them during the war, having induced Congress to come
to the enclosed resolves, in obedience to their commands,
I am preparing to forward them with all possible expedition
to the several States.

Your letters to the 5th of October, ha ve been duly re-
ceived and laid before Congress. I shall immediately
transmit all such resolves as may hereafter be passed, any
ways relative to your department, or necessary for your
information.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of respect
and esteem, sir, your most obedient and very humble ~er-
vant, JOHNHANCOCK,President.
To His Excellency General Washington.

The several resolves go to the States this day by express.

THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE

NORTHERN STATES.

Phi]adelphia, October 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The enclosed resolves, which I transmit
in obedience to the commands of Congress, will inform
you of the ample provisionthey have made for the support
of both offis::ersand soldiers, who shall enter into the service
durinO"the war. The pay of the former is considerably
incre:sed, and the latter is to receive annually a complete
suit of clothes, or in lieu thereof the sum of twenty dollars,
should he provide the suit for himself. This additional
encouragement, besides the twenty dollars bounty, and one
hundred acres of land formerly granted, the Congress
expect will be the means of engaging the troops to serve
during the war. For this purpose also, I am to request you
will appoint a committee or committees to repair imme-
diately to the army, to induce such of the troops as have
been raised by your State, to in]ist during the war, and to
appoint officers for the same.

The Congress, for very obvious reasons, are very anxious
to keep the army together. The dangerous consequences
of their breaking up, and the difficulty of forming a new
one, are inconceivable. Were this barrier once removed,
military power would quickly spread desolation over the
face of our country. The importance, and indeed the
absolute necessity, of filling up the army, of providing for
the troops, and engaging them to serve during the war, is so
apparent, and has been so frequently urged, that I shall
only request your attention to the resolves of Congress on
this subject, and beseech you by that love you have for
your country, her rights, and liberties, to exert yourselves to
carry them speedily anq effectually into execution, as the
only means of preserving her in this her critical and alarm-
ing situation.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

The printed resolves herewith enclosed, relative to the
estab1ishmg of Loan Offices in the respective States, for the
purpose of borrowing money on Continental security, and
the regulations with regard to the same, I beg leave to
recommend to your immediate notice and attention, and
that you will take the proper steps to comply with them.

To the Assembly of New-Hampsltire.
[Same to the Assembly of .Massw:husetts-Bay; to the Assembly of

Rhode-Island; to the Assembly of Connecticut; to the Assembly of New-
Jersey; to the Convention of New- York.]

MEMORIAL OF JOHN MELCHIOR NEFF.

[Read October 10, 1776: referred to the Board of War.]

To the ,honourable the Continental Congress:
The Memorial and Petition of JOHN MELCHIOR NEFF,

of the city of PRILADELPHIA, Pin and Needle Maker,
humbly showeth:
That on or about the 30th day of August last, your

memorialist being freely occupied in manufacturing pins and
wool and cotton cards, and instructing poor people in that

useful business, was called upon by your Commissaries,
Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, to make and get ready, within
a fortnight, three hundred dozen of gun-brushes and chains
for the army, which he undertook to make after a pattern
that hung up in his own shop, at the rate of six shillings
per dozen. That your petitioner immediately sat about
this work, cut and made up in chains his brass and iron
wires, bought for thirty pounds of brushes, perfected the
Commissaries' whole order within the time limited, and
offered his work to the said Mease and Caldwell, who
refused to accept of and pay for the same, alleging the work
was not good or strong enough, &c.

May it please your Honours, your memorialist is a very
poor man, but, on account of his knowledge in working
wires, a useful member of society, and by your Commis-
saries detaining what is justly due to him, he is obliged to
discontinue his trade. He thinks that his brushes and
chains are made, first, agreeable to his contract with the
Commissaries; second, strong and good enough for the
purpose of cleaning a gun-pan; third, that, in the present
dearness of materials and labour, tbey are full worth six
shillings per dozen; fourth, that if, upon culling the whole,
any number of chains should be found insufficient, it would
be more equitable and humane that your petitioner shoulil
mend them, than to throw the whole charge upon him;
and your petitioner humbly prajeth to order an inquiry of
his case, and report thereof to be made to your Honours, so
that justice may be rendered to him in mercy. And your
petitioner, as in duty bound, &c.

JOHN MELCHIOR NEFF.
Philadelphia, October 9, 1776.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO STEPHEN HOPKINS.

Philadelphia, October 9,1776.

SIR: We have received Ii.om John Langdon, Esq., of
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, such an extraordinary ac-
count of the conduct of !he Committee you appointed to
superintend the building of two frigates in Providence, that
we cannot forbear transmitting you a copy of his letter.
The respect we all entertain lor you, and the justice due to
them, induces us to do this; at the same time we impart to
you that common fame says many things respecting them
which Mr. Langdon does not touch upon. We do not,
however, pretend to condemn them either on his or her
report, but when they exhibit an account of their proceed-
ings, we shall expect these things to be cleared up to the
satisfaction of tbis Committee or of Congress. We have
ordered them to supply Mr. Langdon witb a set of those
cannon that have been paid for; and as we find tbe demands
of the owners of your furnace are so extravagant, we now
request that you will desire them to give in the terms on
which they will cast another set in lieu thereof, to be ready
in time for the frigates at Providence.

If they persist in these extravagant demands, we shall
supply them either from Hughes's works, in Maryland, or
from this State, as we shall soon be able to spare sufficient
from either place, and no consideration shall induce us to
submit to such extortion as was attempted with Mr. Lang-
don. We hope, sir, that your attachment to the general
interests of America, your regard to the character of your
State and your friend employed therein, and your influence
in that State, wiJ\ all combine to have those abuses rectified
that have given rise to reflections and complaints, if any
such abuses have really taken place in the management of
marine affairs.

We hope for an immediate answer respecting the terms
of casting more cannon, and are, sir, your very humble
servants.

To Stephen Hopkins, Esq.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE AT PROVIDENCE.

Philadelphia, October 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have been presented with a letter
from John Langdon, Esq., Continental Agent at Ports-
mouth, in New Hampshire, to Josiah Bartlett, Esq., a
member of Congress, giving a Vel'y extraordinary account
of your proceedings in respect to the cannon cast in your
State for the use of the Continental frigate.. He says that
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Jhe frigates at Providence cannot be ready t? go to sea ~or
two or three months, and that the frigate at 1Vew-Humpsh~re
waits only for cannon, which, under one pretence or other,
you have ref~sed to supply him with, although t~ey are
lying useless In Rhode-Island, and another set mIght be
cast in time for your ship. He represents your refusal of
his reasonable request as having its foundation partly in
interested motives, and partly in jealousy of the New-
Hampshire ship being at sea hefore yours. We cannot
pretend to judge of the propriety of his observations, having
only heard' one side, but if the representation he has made
be a just one, we shall think the Continental interest was
much misplaced when put into the hands of those who are
capable of acting from such motives against the publick
good. You']I observe we do not pretend to decide on your
conduct, because we are willing to hear your defence of it.
~Ir. Langdon is a gentleman of character, and puts his
11ametQ what he writes; therefore we suppose he will be
ready to make good his charge.

However, it is not our present purpose to inquire into
your condnct at this time, but to inform you that we have
sent Mr.. Langdon orders to call on you again for a set of
cannon suitable for the New-Hampshire frigate; and as we
Q.oderstandthose cannon are paid for out of the moneys
you have received. and drawn for, \Jie now direct and insist
tQat a complete. set most suitable for that ship be immedi-
a.tely delivered to the said John Langdon, Esq., or to bis
order, for the use of the Continental frigate the Raleigh,
now at Portsmouth; and we request that you will render
him or his ageOlSall the assistance in your power in trans-
porting the said cannon to Portsmouth, in the most safe and
expeditious manner.

Mr. Langdon has said nothing about shot or other stores;
but as it is our business to consider and attend to tbe Con-
tinental interest at large, abstracted from jarring interest or
jealousy oCone State against another, we likewise desire
you may supply 1\11'.Langdon with shot, or any othe(
stores you have provided (or the Continental service, pro-
vided he wants them to expedite the sailing of the Raleigh,
which is now. under orders for immediate service. We also
inform you that we shall send al1agent to inspect the state
of the frigates built under your direction, that we may
include them in our intended report to Congress.

\Ve at'e, gentlemen, your obedient servants.
To the Committee for building Continental Frigates at

Providence.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE A:I: PROVIDENCE.

October 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:We, the subscribers, members of the Marine
Committee of Congress, being duly authorized to give sllch
directions as l)1ayconduce to the service of the United States
of America in all things relative to this department, are now
of opinion that a complete set of the cannon you have had
cast for the Contiocotal service, ought to be applied to the
immediate use of the Raleigh frigate, and. therefore do
order and direct tbat you deliver a s\lfficient number of the
most suitable cannon for that ship, to John Langdon, Esq.,
or to his agent employed for the purpose of receiving and
forwarding the same to PgrtsmQuth. And for so doing this
shall be your warrant.

Given under our hands at the Marine Office, io Phila-
delphia, the day and year above written.
To the Committee for building the Continental Frigates at

Providence.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO NATHANIEL FALCONER.

Philadelphia, Octoher 9, 1776.

SIR : You are hereby authorized and directed to repair
to Providence, in Rhode-Island, and there view, examine,
and inspect two frigates lately built, and now lying at that
place. You are to call on the respectable Committee of
gentlemen under whose direction they were built, and are
to be fitted; give them notice of your arrival and appoint-
ment to this service; require from them an inventory of the
Continental stores provided Jor these ships, and examine
into the quality of the same, comparing the said stores with
the inventory to see tbat they agree, and you are to make
report, as soon as may be, to this Committee of the state

956

and condition of these ships, as to the strength, workman-
ship, beauty, and other qualities; also, as to the quality
and quantity of stores, number of men and officers belong-
ing to them, and of their forwardness for the sea, And all
persons employed in the building or fitting of said frigates
are hereby required to aid and assist you, if need there be,
in performing the service hereby enjoined you. And for so
doing this shall be yoUI' warrant.

Given under our hands at the Marine Office, the day
and year first above written.

To. Nathaniel Falcone1', Esq.

MARINE COMMIT'I'EE TO .TOlINL~NGDON.
. Philadelphia, October9, 1776.

SIR: Your friend Mr. Bartlett having laid before this
Board your letter to him of the 14th ultimo, respecting the
conduct of tbe Committ!:Je at Providence, Rhode-Island, on
your applying to them for cannon for the Raleigh, this
conduct appears tQ us in the most extraordinary point of
light; but as it is unbecoming of publick bodies to condemn
the conduct of any before they are heard in their own
defence, we have wrote them of this date, telling the points
of which you complain, and ordering them to deliver you
a complete set of the Continental cannon in their possession,
those that are most suitable for the Raleigh; and further,
we have directed them to deliver you shot, or any other
Continental stores they have, if you think them necessary
to expedite the sailing of that ship; we have also requested
them to afford you any assistance in their power in trans-
porting the cannon and stores safe and sOOo to Portsmouth.

We may not omit telling you that we have thought it
common justice to send Governour Hopkins a copy of your
letter, as the Committee were all of his appointment. We
ha\'e said that, deeming you a ge.ntleman of honour, we
doubt not but you will support the charge made against
them, and under that belief, we think it is justly your due,
and return you thanks for the information given us, as well
as for your apparent solicitude for the publick good. We
are determined to have the frigates inspected, and report
made thereon. Before we close, we must request your
utmost exertions to get the Raleigh out to sea, and the
Captain's and other officers' commissions will now go
forward immediately.

Weare, sir, your obedient hllmble servants.

To John Langdon, Esq.

MARINE COM)UTTEE TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, October 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Having received information that some of
the enemy's ships-of-war and tenders have passed the
obstructions laid in Hudson's River, and got above the
same, we are very anxious for the fate of the frigates now
building in your State. We, therefore, earnestly desire to
direct your close attention to some probable means of
securing the said ships, either by launching them imme-
diately, if possible, and removing them to some place of
greater safety, or by such other methods as your wisdom
sball devise.

With great respect, we are, gentlemen, your very humble
servants.
To the honourable the Convention of the State of New-

York.

BOARD OF WAR TO LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

War-Office, October 9,1776.

GENTLEMEN: A Captain Hesketh, a British officer,
prisoner of war at this place, is in great want of his baggage.
[ wrote at hiG request, to Mr. Yeates to send it to him,
.but am informed by letter from Mrs. Yeates tbat be is at
Pittsburg. If any of your body wiIl be so obliging as to
call on Mrs. Yeates, and get from her that letter I Wrote
him, and comply with the request then~jn made, YOllwill
oblige your very obedient servant,

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary at Wm'.

To the Committee of the Town of Lancaste1". .

Captain Hesketh's baggage consists of one trunk, one
valise, one portmanteau, one pair of canteens.
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Charlestown, S. C., October9, 1776.
'We hear from Savannah that the men-of-war have left

the river; so that there is now not one of the enemy's ves-
sels in South- Carolina or Georgia. It is said' there are
some in Cape Fear River in North- Carolina.

Philadelphia, October 9, 1776.

On Monday, the 7th instant, his Excellency General
Lee arrived here from the southward, and we hear he sets
off this day for the army near New- York.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

As too great a number of the members of this State are
the avowed votaries of submission to higher powers on any
terms, and as those weak people persuade themselves that
the exercise of this Christian virtue, as they esteem it, would
restore them again to tranquillity and happiness, I beg
leave to make a few observations on the decIllI'ation which
some of these peaceable men, and all the avowed abettors
of unconditional subjugation, would hold out as the olive
branch, which nothing but the most desperate madness can
tempt us to refuse.

And first I would inquire, what is this constitutional
Government, that our wicked Congress' so obstinately
oppose? Do not the King and his Ministers, and that by
the authority of an act of Parliament declare, that ,they,
with the advice and consent of people with whom we have
no more political connection than with the Siberians, hav'e
and ever had a right to make and execute laws for us in
a!l cases whatsoever?

2. Does returning to our allegiance mean any thing less
than the acknowledglmmt of this right in the King, his
.Ministers, and obsequious Parliament?

3. Does not the admission of tbis principle forma new
Constitution, entirely subversive of the Constitution which
even the people called Quakers have ever most strenu-
ously endeavoured to support, and which alone can secure
us the enjoyment of any thing, the privilege, nay, the
unalienable right of having a free, a full, and unbiased
representative voice in the body that makes our laws.

If anyone can show me that a closure with .R. and w:
Howe's proposal does not imply the above acknowledg-
ment and resignation, I wi!l allow myself to have been
hitherto misguided; but if absolute power to make, revise,
repeal, or confirm laws binding on us in all cases whatso-
ever, is to be acknowledged to reside in any body of men,
in which the whole body of the Arnerican States have no
more weight or influence than the crf'W of a vessel which
might be stranded on a Maroon island, I know nothing of
the true principles of the. Constitution.

D EMOPHILUS.

GENERAl, WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 9, 1776.

SIR: Agreeably to your request, and the promise con-
tained in my letter of yesterday, T beg leave to transmit you
the enclosed list, comprehending the names of such gentle-
men as are recommended by the General officers from your
State, as proper persons to be promoted in the regiments you
are about to raise, witltthe ranks which they conceive they
ought to bear. Sensible that the very existence, that the
well-doing of every army, depends upon good officers T
urged, I pressed, the gentlemen to whom the business was
confided, and whose situation has given them an opportunity
of being better acquainted through the different corps than
I am, to pay their most serious attention to the matter, and
to return such, and only such, as will, in their estimation,
by their fidelity, attachment, and good conduct, promote the
great end we have in view-the establishment of our rio-hts
and the happiness of our country, by that mode which bsad
necessity has obliged us to pmsue. This I hope they have
done; they have taken no notice of any officer in the North-
ern army, or of those of the Seventeenth Reo-iment (Hunt-. , 1

b
mgton s) W 10 were taken on Long-Island, whose imprison-
ment I should suppose, if they have merit, should be no
objection to their having promotion; nor do they mean by
the .Iist they have given in, to preclude others of greater
ment than those they have mentioned, if they are to be
found.

Congress, by a late resolution, have a]]owed a Pay-
master to each regiment; in the appointrnelJt of which
I would recommend that particular care be bad to the
choosing men intimately acquainted with, and well versed
in accounts, and who wiII be ablt: to keep them in a fair
and distinct manner; as they wj]] have not only to receive
the regiments' pay, but to keep accounts of every transac-
tion incident to them-such as respect their clothes, &c.
In some appointments lately made by the Field Officers, to
whom I submitted the matter, they nominated men who
could not write their names legibly.

As our present army is upon the eve of their dissolution,
it behoov-es us to exert every nerve to inlist immediately
for tpe new one. Without, I am convinced, we shall have
none to oppose the enemy; and who will have it in their
power to spread havock and devastation wheresoever they
wiJl. I would therefore submit it to your consideration,
whether it may not be proper, as soon as you have made
choice of your officers, and which I think should be effected
as early as possible, to appoint a committee, with power to
repair to this place and make such arrangements as may be
necessary with respect to those who are now in the service,
in order that they may begin to recruit out of the present
corps without any loss of time.

T perceive the Generals in the list tlley have made, have
set down the Commiss!uy for a regiment. In this I think
they have done exceedingly right, and that it is nothing
more than a reward justly due his merit, in case he should
quit his present department. However, I hope that the
apprehensions which have given rise to this step will never
become realities, and that he will continue in his office, and
upon such terms as may be agreeable to him; but lest he
should decline, the provision they have made is extremely
proper. .

1 this minute saw General Spencer, who informed me
that they had never taken the officers prisoners on Long-
Island into consideration, in making out their arrangement,
not knowing whether they could be noticed in their present
situation. I have made out a list of them j and as I have
be/ore observed) if they are men of merit, their imprisonment
most certainly should not operate to their prejudice, if it can
be avoided. If a principle of that sort was adopted, it
would give the greatest discouragement, and have a direct
tendency to suppress every brave and manly enterprise
which might be attended with captivity. I would also
mention Major Sherrnan, son of Mr. Sherrnan, of Congress,
a young gentleman who appears to me, and who is gene-
rally esteemed, an active and va]uable officer, whom the
General Officers have omitted to set down in their lists,
expecting, I suppose, (if they thought of him at all,) that he
would be provided for in the ltlassachusetts regiment, be-
cause he is one at this time. But as it is probable promotions
in that State will be confined to their oIVn people, I should
apprehend that he should be properly noticed in your
appointments, Jest we should lose an officerwho, so far as
I can judge, promises good services to his country.,.

On yesterdaymorning, three ships~fwar, (two of forty-
four and the other of twenty guns,) wIth two or three ten-
ders, passed up the North River, without meeting any
interruption from the chevaux-de-frise, or receiving any
material damage from our batteries, though they kept a
heavy fire at them from both sidesof the river. Their views
most probably are, to cut off all supplies of boards,&c.,
which might come down the river, and of which we shaU
have great need.

I have given directions to proceed as fast as possible in
carrying on the obstructions, and I would fain hope, if they
allow us a little more time, that they will be so far com-
pleted as to render the passage dangerous, if not altogether
Insecure.

I have the honour to be, Go. W ABHINGTON.

To Governollr Trurnbull, Connecticut.

P. S. In respect to the appointment of officers, I would
beff leave to add, ihat the merit of the officers who went
thl~ugh the Canada expedition with General Arnold,
should, in my opinion, be particularly noticed. They are
now upon their parole, and cannot act; but should not
suitable provision be made for them against their re]ease-
ment, which I should suppose ought to be among the
first?



Colonel Selden's Regiment. Colonel Webb's Regiment.

Jonathan Palmer, Jesse Grant,
Jacob Dewitt, Elisha Bostwick,
Elisha Wade, William Clark,

Isaac Spencer, Selah Benton.
John Hart,
Edward Hallam. ENSIGNS.

Colonel Webb's Regiment. Colonel Tyler's Regiment.

*Joseph A. Wright, *Daniel Wait,
Charles Pond, *Lemuel Cleft,
John Shwmway, ""Daniel Billings,
William Green, *David Durance,
Robert Lewis. John Bulkley,

SECOND LIEUTENANTS.
Benjamin Haskell.

Colonel Tyler's Regiment.
Colonel Chester's Regiment.

Enock Reed,
Daniel Know1ton,

"William Richards,
Elijah Ransom.

*Caleb Baldwin, Colonel Huntington's Regiment.

*Daniel Collins, *Joshua Tracy,
*Thomas Avery, *Elisha Brewster,
*Ezra Selden. Colonel WyIlys's Regiment.

Colonel Wyllys's Regiment. *Samuel Richards,
*Roger Hooker, *Thomas Handel',
*Jonathan Heart, *Simeon Belding,
*Elias Stillwell. *Charles Miller,

Colonel Chester's Regiment.
Pownal Deming.

Samuel Campbell. Colonel Webb's Regiment.

Colonel Selden's Regiment. Benoni Shipman,

Park A very, William Smith,

William Raymond. John Ba1l,

Colonel Sage's Regiment.
Thos. Updike Fosdick,

Ichabod Hinkley,
Stephen Betts.

Edward Paine,
Colonel Gray's Regiment.

Joseph Booth. Joel Hinman,

Colonel Gay's Regiment
James Morris.

John Allen.
Colonel Sage's Regiment.

Colonel D~rkee's Regiment.
Josiah Blackslee,
Jachabod Bosworth,

Jonathan Woodworth, Sylvanus Perry,
Benjamin Durkee, Oliver Hubbard.
John Waterman,

Colonel Ward's Regiment.
Seth Phelps,
Josiah Fuller, Benjamin Holcomb,

Nathaniel Bishop. Benjamin Henshaw, jr.,

Colonel Ward's Regiment.
Joseph Hale,
Daniel Reed,

Samuel Carver, Obadiah Child,
Elisha Chapman, Simon Gains,
Uriah Holmes, Jonathan Nicholls.
Joshua Bottom,
James Peck. Colonel Selden's Regiment.

Colonel Douglas's Regiment.
Jabez Smith,

Stephen Potter,
Charles Fanning,
David Bill,

Michael Brownson, Asa Story,
Ambrose Hine. Richard Douglas. ,

Colonel Bradley's Regiment. Colonel Douglas's Regiment.
John Jones, Charles Norton,
John Blacksleach, Joseph Shayler,
Ezekiel Porter Belding, Timothy White,
Samuel Hoit. Joseph Beach,

Colonel Silliman's Regiment. John Mansfield,
Noah J~dson, David Hitchcock.
Lazarus Ruggles, Colonel Silliman's Regiment.
John St. John, John Odell,
Thaddeus Weed,
Henry Warren,

Benjamin Hecock,

Ebenezer Banks,
Thomas Hobby,

*Josiah Lacy.
Gideon Waterbury,
Ebenezer Olmstead,

Colonel Huntington's Regiment Elisha Clark.
""Abraham Wright,

*
Aaron Hale, Colonel Bradley's Regiment.

*Simeon Newell, Timothy Taylor,

*Jonathan Humphrey, Jeremiah B. Eells,

*Thomas Hayden, Joseph H\lll,

Ebenezer Perkins, Judson Whiting,

John Harris. Jonathan Bellamy.
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PROPOSED APPOINTMENTS OF CONNECTICUT OFFICERS.

A list of officers now in the army recommended for
a.ppoint~ents in the troops to be raised by the State of
Connectzcut.

Those persons to whose names this character * is prefixed

are recommended for promotion to the next rank:

COLONELS.

Joseph Trumbull,
Jedediah Huntington,
Andrew Ward,
Gold Selleck Silliman,
William Douglas,
Philip Burr Bradley,
John Chester,
John Durkee.

LIEUTENANT-COLONELS.

Samuel Prentice,
John Chandler,
James Arnold,
Thomas Hobby,
Gile~ Russell,
Samuel B. Webb,

*Samuel McClarren.

MAJORS.

Hezekiah Ho]dridge,
Thomas Dyer,
David Dimon.
Matthew Mead,
Waterman Cleft,
John Ely,
John Canfield.

CAPTAINS.

Colonel Tyler's Regiment.

*David Fithen Sill,
Christopher Darrow,
Ebenezer Brewster,
Christopher Ely.

Colonel Wyllys's Regiment.

Amassa Mills,
Jedediah Hyde,
Ebenezer Huntington.

Colonel Huntington's Regiment.

Abraham Tyler.

Colonel Durkee's Regiment.

Thomas Grosvenor,
Stephen Brown,
Wills Cleft,
John Keys,
Daniel Tilden.

Colonel Silliman's Regiment.

Sylvanus Brown,
Gamaliel Northrop.

Colonel Sage's Regiment.

Hezekiah Parsons,
Ed ward Eells.

Late Colonel Gay's Regiment.

Ed ward Rogers,
_Gad Stanley,
Abraham Bradley.

Colonel Chester's Regiment.

Chester Wells,
John Isham,
Gershom Barrows.

Colonel Douglas's Regiment.

Edward Russell,
Jonas Prentice,
Nathaniel Bunnell.

Colonel Bradley's Regiment.

Noble Benedict,
Elijah Abel,
Bezaleel Beebe,
Jonathan Johnson,
Samuel Keeler,
Simeon Smith.

Colonel Selden's Regiment.

Abel Spicer,
Elijah Bingham,
Eliphalet Holmes,
William Belcher,
Richard Deshon.

Colonel Ward's Regiment.

Abner Prior,
Noah Phel ps,
James Dana,
Benoni Cutler,
Daniel Allen.

Colonel Webb's Regiment.

Joseph Hoit,
William Hu.1l,
Peter Perrit,
Eli Lea venworth,
Edward Shipman.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS.

Colonel Tyler's Regiment.

*Da vid Nevins,
*Stephen Keyes,
*Oliver Babcock,

John McGreger,
Elisha Lee.

Colonel Chester's Regiment.

*Edward Bulkley,
Daniel Dunham,
Abner Bacon,
John Bernard,
Eliphalet Chamberlain,
Ebenezer Wright.

Colonel Bradley's Regiment.

Lemuel Benedict,
William Hawley,
Thomas Tanner,
Thomas Stevenson,
Sylvanus Mead.

Colonel Wyllys's Regiment.

*Henry Champion,
*Robert Warner,
*Marcus Cole.

Colonel Douglas's Regiment.

Nathan Parsons,
Samuel Baldwin,
Joseph Mansfield,
Israel Potter.

Colonel Silliman's Regiment.

Joseph Webb,
James Betts.

Colonel Huntington's Regiment.

Simeon Huntington,
Zebediah Farnham.

Colonel Durkee's Regiment.

Beriah Bill,
William Adams,
Daniel Putnam,
James Sprague.

Colonel Ward's Regiment.

Samuel Granger,
Elias WeJd,
Andrew Fitch,
William Manning,
George GriswoJd,
Samuel Barker.

Colonel Gay's Regiment.

Thomas Hollister.
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Colonel Durkee's Regiment.

Silas Goodall, John Alden,
John Durkee, John Buell, -

Watrous Clark, Bryant Brown.

Staff Officers.
Samuel Johnston, Adjutant, Colonel Sage's Regiment.
Samuel A. Barker, Adjutant, Colonel Douglas's Regiment.
Elias Mather, Quartermaster to Colonel Tyler's Regiment.
Elijah Humphrey, Paymaster to Colonel Webb's Regiment.
Aaron Comstock, Quartermaster to Colonel Silliman's

Regiment.
Richard Sill, Paymaster to Colonel Tyler's Regiment.

Serg~ants.

~
Colond Tyl,,', Rogimo,,"

- Colonel Wylly's Regiment.
ISRAEL PUTNAM, 1tlajor-General.
.I o. SPENCER, 1tlajor-General.
SAM. H. PARSONS, Brigadier-General.
JAMES WADSWORTH, Brigadier-General.

October 9, 1776.

*Elijah Selden, -
*Ezra Lee, -
*Jonathan Eldridge,
*Ezra Smith,

TENCH TILGHMAN TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: About eight o'clock this morning, the
Roebuck and Phrenix, of forty-four guns each, and a frigate
about twenty guns, got under way flOm about Blooming-
dale, where they have been lying some time, and stood on
with an easy southerly breeze towards our chevaux-de-frise,
which we hoped would have given them some interruption,
while our batteries played upon them. BUt to our surprise
and mortification, they all came through without the least
difficulty, and without receiving any apparent damage from
our forts, which kept playing on them from both sides of the
river. * How far they intend to go up 1 don't know; but
his Excellency thought fit to give you the earliest informa-
tion, that you may put General Clinton on his guard at the
Highlands, for they may have troops concealed on board
with intent to surprise those forts.

H you have any stores on the water side, you had better
have them removed or secured in time, boards especially,
for which we shall be put to great straits if the communica-
tion above should be cut off. The enemy have made no
move on the land side.

1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To the Honourable Committee of Correspondence, State of
New-York.
Be pleased to forward this intelligence up the river, and

to Albany. The two new ships are put in near Colonel
Philips's. A party of Artillery, with two twelve-pounders,
and one hundred Riflemen, are sent up to endeavour to
secure them.

"
October 9, 1776.-Eariy in the morning, three ships, two of forty

guns, and one frigate, with two or three tenders, stood up the :N'm.th
Rirer. They were briskly cannonaded from .Port TVashington and Fort
Constitution. They however passed our works and the chevaux-de-frise,
the .1",erican galleys, small craft, and two large ships standing on before
them. The two ships were ran on shore near Phillips's Mills, and two
of the galleys near Dobbs's Ferry. The enemy took possession of the
two galleys, and got them off. A boat landed a number of men, who
plundered a store, stove the casks, and then set the store on fire, and
left it. The .1mericans soon extinguished the fire.

Our General ordered Colonel Sargent, with five hundred Infantry,
forty Light-Horse; Captain Hm.ton, of the Artillery, with two twelve-
pounders; and Captain Crafts, with a howitzer, to march immediately,
with all possible expedition, to Dobbs's Ferry. The enemy took a
schooner loaded with rum, sugar, wine, &c., m1d sunk a sloop which
had on bo~rd the machine invented by ~I:d un~er the di:ection 0/ a Mr.
.8ushnell; mtended to blow up the .8nhsh ships. ThIs machme was
worked under ,,'ater. It conveyed a magazine of powder, which was
to be fixed under the keel of a ship, then freed from the machine, and
left with clock-work going, which was to produce fire when the machine
had got out of the way. Mr. Bushnell had great confidence of its suc-
cess, and had made several experiments which seemed to give him
Countenance; but its fate was truly a contrast to its design.

Our General's division was formed in line, with itg advance, reserve
tlank-~nards, and artillery, aU in order of battle, when they were
move<1 down over the different grounds which it was supposed might
be the scene of action. Some of this ground was very broken, and
there were many fences. These afforded frequent opportunities for the
troops to hreak off and form, for the l ioneers to open avenues, &c.,
and for the whole to become acquainte with every part of the ground,
and the best choice of it, if suddenly caUed to action.-Heath.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

COLONEL TILGHMAN TO GENERAL aEATa.

Head-Quarters, October 9, 1776.

SIR: 1 have this moment yours of this evening. The
party of one hundred men were ordered up to assist a
detachment of Artillery in covering the. two new ships, should
the enemy attempt to cut them out or destroy them. Soon
after 1 got home from Fort Washington, I received a report
that the enemy had passed the new ships and were landing
at Dobbs's Ferry. 1 then directed Colonel Reed to desire
you, if that should be the case, to send field-pieces and how-
itzers forward if it should .be judged necessary, and as Gen-
eral Clinton best knew the ground, to consult him upon the
necessity of sending on the artillery, and.if it was sent, that
a strong covering party should go with it. Till 1 received
yours, I heard no more of the matter. I am sorry you have
been misinformed as to the movement of the other ships
below; they have never stirred from their moorings. You
will therefore be pleased to order Captain Benson to be as
expeditious as possible in getting the new ships afloat and
bringing them down to where they may be conveniently
ballasted. I will take proper care of the prisoners YOIlare
sending down. ,

While 1 was writing the above by his Excellency's direc-
tion, he went to bed. I thought it a pity to disturb him to
sign it. 1 therefore have the honour to subscribe myself
your most obedient servant,

T TENCH ILGHMAN.
To General Heath.

COLONEL REED TO GENERAL aEATH.

October 9, 1776.

SIR: Besides the men ordered on the duty in bringing
down the ships, the General desires you would order one
hundred men from the regiments of your division nearest

. King's Bridge, immediately, to be employed in ballasting
the two hulks which Jay at Spiking Devil. These'om'en
are not to leave the service till it is completed, and officers
who can be depended on are to oversee them, as the work
of the army constantly suffers by this means.

1 am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
Jos. REED, AdJutant-General

To General Ileath.
No movement below.

ORDERS TO COLONEL SARGENT.

King's Bridge, October 9, 1776.

SIR: The enemy, as it is reported, ha \'e landed a number
of troops at or near Dobbs's Ferry; alld it being thought
indispensably our duty to dislodge them, you are immedi-
ately to take the command of the detachment designed for
that purpose, consisting of five hundred men. You will
march without the least loss of time, with the said detach-
ment and forty Light-Horse, to Dobbs's Ferry, taking with
you one howitzer and a detachment of the Artillery, now
at Philips's Mills, if you should think it necessary. You
will take parucular care that the howitzer is properly cov-
ered, and defended by the battalion men. .

You will, if possible, dislodge the enemy; killing 01'taking
prisoners, as occasion may require. If the enemy should
have reembarked on board their ships, you will give me
notice thereof by express, as you will frequently of every
occurrence worthy of notice. Colonel Drake will march
with you, and afford you every assistance in his power.
You will also take command of the company commanded
by Captain Darrow, and also the guard now at Dobbs's
Ferry. If you should find upon conference with the com-
manding officers of the Artillery, that they have no express
orders from the Commander-in-Chief, you will give them
such orders as you may think proper for the good of the
serVICe.

I am, sir, with respect, your most humble servant,
W. HEATH.

To Colonel Sargent.

GENERAL PUTNAM TO GENERAL HEATH.

General Putnam's compliments to General lIeatA, and
begs he will please to furnish. fifty men to assist in bringinO'
the ships from Phillips's, under command of Mr. Benson.o

Wedne,sday, noon.

61
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JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CO~GRESS.

[Read October 15,1776.]

King's Bridge, October 9, 1776.

SIR: I have this moment received your favour of 7th
instant, enclosing a resolve of Congress directing the Conti-
nental agents to deliver me for the use of the army all the
salt in their hands belonging to the Continent. I wish to
know who all the Continental agents from New- York, (that
is Hudson's river,) eastward, are, that I may call on them.
I know some of them, but very possibly not all. I fear,
nay I know, the whole quantity \ViIl fall vastly short of what
will be necessary, and hope speedy and effectual care will
be taken to procure what is needful for this and another
year, which will not fall short of eighty or a hundred thou-
5and bushels, beside what I know now to be in the country
and what \vill be needed for family consumption.

My idea is to put up pork with a small quantity of salt,
and depend on getting more in season to repack and pickle
early in the spring. This will be necessary, for want of
salt. This will also show the necessity of being in season
with a sufficient quantity of salt, or lose all.

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most humble servant,
J os. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

J,IEUTENANTS PUTNAM AND CLEAVES TO GEN. WASHINGTON.
North River, October 9,1776.

SIR: This is a copy of the proceedingson b~rd the
galley Independence.

On the 8th Colonel Tupper sent orders on board for
Captain Baker to proceed on shore, and that there was no
further business for him on board. On the 9th, at about
seven A. M., we observed the ship below to be moving. We
immediately called all hands. After seeing the other gal-
ley under way, we hove up and stood up the river afte!'
them, and when we got above the chevaux-de-frise spoke
with Cook, and asked what he intended to do. He an
swered that he did not know; but stood up the river, and
said there was not water enotlgh to go into the creek. The
wind being moderate we gained ahead of them, which gave
us encouragement tu keep along. It soon after breezed up,
and th~ ship gained upon us fast, and, at about eleven A.
M. they began to fire upon us with their bow-chasers. At
kbout twelve they overreached us, which caused us to bear
in shore, and at half-past one P. M. we run her on shore,
first above Dobbs's Ferry, where we had not time enough
to get our people and things on shore in the boat, and the
shipping began the fire which obliged us to swim on shore;
but no lives lost, but part of their guns and chief of their
baggage; and I observed the enemy to haul up their boats
and man them, which they immediately dropped on stern
and fired a broadside of grapeshot as we lay in the bushes,
and immediately sent their boat on board with a warp, and
h~ve her alongside.

From your most obedient servants, .
JEREMIAH PUTNAM,

}L ' t t
N C uu enans.

ATHANIEL LEAVES,

To !lis Excellency General Washington.

SAMUf.:L TEN BROECK TO COLONEL PETER R. LIVU'!GSTON.

District of Manor Livingston, October 9, 1776.

D"'AR SIR: We have received your letter of the 30th
September; the contents have duly examined. The dis-
affected begin to be rather more troublesome and daring
than formerly, but through proper application don't doubt
we shall soon rid ourselves of some or the major part of
these villains. Weare sorry that we can't send you here-
with an authentick aCCQuntof thenl, but shall in a few days,
as we are about collecting all the materials possible. This
day we received a letter from the Committee of Dutchess
County, informing us that their Militia was ordered to be
out to-morrow, in consequence of which four of our com-
panies are ordered out, to be ready to-morrow morning.
This body will be ordered to scour well and to surround'them
if possible, as there is a large number that k;ep themselves
concealed in the woods. Hope that we may be able to
give you a favourable account of this in a day or two, to-
~ether with the particulars of our district in general.

On hIQnday last we had one Jas. Chissem before us, who

being examined on oath relative to the Tories, and the out-
rage committed at Captain Jamsen's,reported that on MonJay
last, a fortnight gone, being the night when the outrage was
committed, he being in company with a body, in Number
Twenty-Four, in the woods, about four miles from Captain
Jamsen's, Chissem was taken by some of our men that layed
in ambush. We have taken all their names down, and think
that we are in a fair way to find out th03e villains that com-
mitted the cruel outrage. We have also taken several more
affidavits of those that were suspected in the least, but none
of them give so much light in the affair as the one already
mentioned.

.

I shall write you further by the first opportunity. We
send this by old Mr. Power; beg to hear from you by him,
as the post and almost every other convenience is now
stopped so that we seldom hear from Head-Quarters. Shall
be glad to hear the news from there.

In haste, we remain your most obedient and very humble
servants,

By order: SAMPEL TEN BROECK, Chairman, p. t.

To Colonel Peter R. Livingston, Fishkills.

ALBANY COMMITTEE TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Albany Committee-Chamber, Octouer 9, 1776.

SIR: We have received yours of the 7th instant, and in
consequence thereof have procured the iron stove, pipes,
and other fixtures from the members of the Presbyterian
Church in this city. We shall send it down to-morrow to
the place directed, and write you fully how and on what
terms we ha\'e procured it.

Weare, sir, your most obedient servants.
By order: JOHN BARCLAY, Chairman.

To Peter R. Livingston, President of the Convention of
the State of New- York, at Fishkills.

R. HUGHES TO MR. WINSLOW.
Ticonderoga, October 9, 1776.

SIR: General Gates orders you shall to-morrow morning
at the meeting of the Court-Martial, deliver over to the
President, viz: the Hon. Brigadier-General St. Clair, the
amount of the sum paid by you to Captain Jona. Fassitt,
and to desire he will call before him the soldiers of said
company and examine whether they have received one
month's pay, as Captain Jona. Fassitt received one m()nth's
pay for a full company /i'om you, each soldier so examined
to be on oath.

By the Gen'eral's comll1and:

To Mr. Winslow, Paymaster.

R. HUGHES.

COLONEL WINDS TO GENERAL GATES.

Ticonderoga, October 9, 1776.

SIR: Being much indisposed, cannot do myself the
pleasure to wait on your Honour in person; therefore take
this method to approach you with a request in behalf of my
regiment, which is, that your Honour would suffer it as soon
as convenient to march for New-Jersey, and would beg your
patience while I give my l'E'asons for this application.

In the first place, sir, our regiment was raised in conse-
quence of a proposal from the honourable Continental
Congress to the Provincial Convention of New-Jersey, in
which the former expressly declared that" this regiment,
when raised, should be for the defence of New~ York, where
they will be wanted this fall .01' next spring." On which
account many persons entered the service who otherwise
would not have engaged, as their familiesand connexions
were much exposed, living mostly along the sea-coast,
where in all probability attacks would be made; and as the
seat of war at present is near our own shores, where our
property and connexions are more immediately exposed,
and indeed at that very place we were raised to defend, I
humbly conceive it would be for the interest of the
servi~e to order us thither, especially as an indu]gence of
this n&turemight induce some persons to reengage in the
service, which otherwise may not.

Give me leave also to inform your Hon~)\)r,that our men
are in a most wretched condition for want of clothing and
blankets to screen them from the incle!nencyof the ne&rly
approaching season; and what I presume adds the greater
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weight to this reason is, that our 'men are very severely
afflicted with the disease called the itch, supposed to be
communicated to them in the inoculation for the small-pox
in June last. This disol'!ler, sir, rages in an uncommon
degree amon"" our people; and as their habitations expose.
them so mucoh to the weather, the doctor deems it highly
dangerous to attempt their cure.

I have only to add that our regiment was raised in Octo-
ber last; the men inlisted for only one year, and therefore,
that their time is now nearly expired.

If these reasons, sir, should operate with YOll, and your
Honour should concur with me in the opinion that all pro-
bable expectation of the enemy's approach this fall is over,
we would request to be favoured with your Honour's orders
to march, as soon as convenient.

I have the honour (0 be your Honour's obedient, bumble
servan t,

WILLIAM WINDS, Colonel.

To the Hon. Horatio Gates, Major-General and Com-
mander of the Continental Tr60ps in the Northern
Department.

SAMUEL BIRD AND OTHERS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-Haven, October 9,1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOUR: We have associated for
the purpose of fitting out a privateer, but sball be unable to
carry our purpose into execution unless your Honour or the
General Assembly will grant us license to take from the
Salisbury foundry a number of cannon. Our privateer
will carry ten four-pounders and twelve swivels. We
request your Honour, thereiore, to give us an order for so
many cannon and swivels, to be delivered on our paying the
price affixed by your Honour and the Council of Safety.
Your Honour will rl:collect that this application was made
viva voce this forenoon at Mr. Mansfield's. We hope,
therefore, that no application made since that time will
deprive us of our chance of being supplied.

\Ve are, with the greatest respect, your Honour's most
obedient, humble servants, S BAMUEL IRD,

ARTHUR JARVIS,

JOHN LOTHROP,

PIERPONT EDWARDS.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbun.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COL. HOLLINGSWORTH.
[No. 204.] Annapolis, October10,1776.

SIR: By orderof the honourableConventionwe return
YOlleighty-four bayonets and a gun-barrel, which Mr. TVin-
ters, of Chester- Town, sent here for our inspection, and we
are directed to inform you that unless you comply in a short
time with YOllrcontract with this Board, or give us satisfac-
tory reasons for the delay, that your bond will be put in
suit. We enclose you a copy of Mr. Winters's letter, and
have also given him orders to return you the remainder of
the barrels. Weare, &'c.

To Colonel Henry Holling.~worth.

CONRAD HOGMIRE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Hagarstown, October 10, 1776.

, GENTLEMEN: My age and bad state of health has ren-
dered me incapable of serving any longer as an officer in
the service. I have therefore enclosed you my commission,
and at the same time return YOllmy most sincere thanks for
the honour YOllconferred on, gentlemen, your most obedi-
ent, humble servant, C HONRAD OGI\IlRE.

VAN BIBBER AND HARRISON TO I\JARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

October 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We beg leave to refer you to Ollrs of the
8th, herewith sent. Since then, we have received here, in
exchange for the same quantity we had at' Statia, one bun-
dred and twenty half-barrels of gunpowder, which we have
put on board the brig Friendship on your account; and
enclosed you will find a bill of ladmg and invoice for it.

We are, must respectfully, sirs, your obedient, humble
servants, VAN BIBBER &, HARRISON.

P. S. Captain Martin says that the mistake of the ten
barrels powder you mention, was rectified before he sailed.

JESSE HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October 10,1776.

SIRs: I received your orders for purchasing nine hundred
barrels superfine flour, and twenty hogsheads of tobacco,
and directions to dispose of part of them, which I shall ob-
serve as nearly as I can. I have the best flour engaged for
the Resolution that is made with us, but there is but little
superfine made here; it is best for flour weighing one hun-
dred . weight three quarters neat, but there is very Ettie
superfine to be bad nearer than the Head of Elk, and there
they send it to Philadelphia, and at this time get twenty
to twenty-two shillings per hundred for it. But I shall
get the best flour that is made in this place, and bave it
fitted for a French market, with ten hoops; have sent off
the tobacco received. J received from Mr. Steven Stew-
ard eight hundred pounds, to be laid out for you.

We have a report this evening that there is a tleet at the
Capes. Please advise me if that should be the case, if I
am to continue the purchase. I am selling the damaged
flour that the bakers would not bake at six, seven, eight
and ten sbillings a barrel-each market day fi'om twelve
to twenty barrels. I shall come down soon to show the
accounts, as far as I have gone.

From your bumble servant,
J ESGE HOLLINGSWORTH.

To the honourable Council of Safety.
I consulted Mr. Stephen Steward about the flour, and

advised me to go on and get the best was to be had, and
such as we have here for our best flour.

PETITION OF JAlIlES CLARKE AND OTHERS.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of MARYL~ND:
The Memorial of JAMESCLARKE, ROBERT CHRlSTn:, Jun.,

MELCHIOR KEENER, ROBERT CHRISTIE, and OLIVER
WHITE, and ROBERT JOHNSTON,showeth:
That early in the month of March your memorialists'

vessels were sunk at Whetstone Point, for the purpose of
preventing any of the British ships-of..war from coming up
to Baltimore-Town. That agreeab]e to a resolve of Con-
vention, they have already been allowed sums of money
for the damage the vessels sustained by being sunk, but that
your memorialists have never received any satisfaction for
the time their vessels were employed in that service, which
was about three and one half months. As that matter is
referred to the Council of Safety, we would pray that a day
may be fixed for our attendance at Annapolis, and that
the bearer may be informedwhat voucherwiII be neces-
sary to lay before your honourable Board. And your
memorialists shall ever pray. J C. AMES LARKE,

ROBERTCHRISTIE,Jun.,
ROBERT CHRISTIE,

OLIVER WHITE,

MELCHIOR KEENER,

ROBERT JOHNSTON.
October 10, 1776.

JAMES CLARKE AND MELCHIOR KEENER TO MARYLAND

COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Annapolis, October 10, 1776.

We, the subscribers, inhabitants of Baltimore- Town, beg
leave to acquaint the honourable Council that we have
been for a number of years purchasers of ptoduce in said
town, and being informed that a considerable sum is shortly
to be laid out for the use of the Province, do now make au
offer of our best services, and should the honourable Coun-
cil be pleased to employ us in purchasing such produce as
may be bought at Baltimore, we will do it for a commission
of one pound ten shillings on every hundred pounds, and
will give thet best of security for our faithful performance.

JAMES CLARKE,

MELCHIOR KEENER.

To the honourable Council of Safety of tbe Province of
Maryland.

'*'
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ON THE PRESENT STATES OF A~fERICA.

Under the direction of the honourable American Con-
.

gress, conducted by a chain of ~onderfu~ and unexpected
events, by a most gracious all-:uIIn~ Provld~nc~, the sev~:al
Colonies, before unconnected, In spIte of theIr different plln-
ciples, interests, and prejudic~s, arose to such a de~ree of
union strencrth credit and Importance, as to excite the
wond~r and "applause df all the nations in Europe.

When, from the echo of publick affairs (with which I am
only concerned as an individual) I saw that Indepen~ence
was unavoidable safe and honourable to the Colonies, I
reasoned in my ~ind, and said to my fi'iends, "There can
be no difficulty about new forms of Government;" the
experience, wisdom, and circumstances ~f these ?tates,
plainly point ouf the Congress to be the'pr~mum mobtle and
supreme directress of all momentous affairs In peace, as .well
as war and the last resort unto which appeals must he to
all wh~ think themselves injured by any Courts or A~sem-
blies below; which Assemblies, therefore, may remaIn as
heretofore, with only some change of nam~s and forms,
unless the necessity or justice of things reqlJlr~ some small
alterations, as the wisdom of Congress, th~t IS, of al.1 the
States bv their annually-chosen Representatives, may Judge
necessary. Thus it then appeared to me an~ others. But
when I saw different forms of Government, wIthout so r:nuc~
as taking notice of the Con&ress, and others o~]y nammg It
superficially, and none leavIng any appeal to It, and some
of them even assuming to themselves much of the war
department as appointincr all military officers, &c., I con-
cluded my 'first thoughts ~ust be wrong, and the wisdom. of
the Colonies must be right, and it was needless to .mentIon
my opinion; but last night an occurrence determmed me
otherwise.

A dream or vision (don't rashly pronou.nce me super-
stitious, for it was not a dream /i'om any dIsorder of body
or mind as both were healthy and clear, and the same was
present;d to me twice in the same night, though Ihave not
had a dream to be before regarded these twenty years) rep-
resented to me a very great luminary (call it the Sun) m the
west, under a great but not total echpse; the~e bemg one
strai"ht line or stripe across the centre perpendicularly, that
was luminous, the upper end giving most light. At the same
time, and of the same height, (about forty degrees ab?ve the
horizon,) I saw several Moons, about so~theast, of different
magnitudes, (perhap~ thirtee~, tl~ough.I dId not count tl~em.)
These having all denved their lIght from the great lummary
before, were now also eclipsed; their discs, ho:v~ver, by
means of the luminous diameter of the Sun, were vlsJble, and
appeared like a polished white metal, but giving no light;
and in each of tbem I beheld a very deformed black spot,-
thou"h in some much larger than others, seeming to corrode
and ~aste the body, &c. Everyone must interpret this as
I do, viz: The Congress is that great luminary that gave
l'lcrht beaut y warmth and usefulness to all the Colonies,

b' " .
which were also represented by the aforesaId moons or
planets; for in my dream I ca!led one Saturn, another Ju-
piter, &c. The black spots, ,m som~ large, and the least
three times as large as Venus s transit over the Sun, m~st
represent the American Tories, or friends o.f the Enf5.hsh
tyranny, and enemies of. the Congr~ss and IIbe~ty; traitors
in each Colony, completmg every lIttle State IL1t?a .sepa-
rate policy. 'These have secretly, and by base mtr!gues,
eclipsed the Sun; and under a pretence o.f greater lIberty
in their particular States, prevented the mftuence of the
Conoress, in order to produce general darkness and confu-
sion,"and to fly to the midnigh.t of easter~ slayery. .

How h'lr this may be the present situation of aa:alrs,
others may be better informed than 1. But I have SlL1ce
seen a paper in the Journal signed Brutus, that speak~ t~e
author rather willinO' to return 'to the tyranny of Brztam
than the new free Constitution of Pennsylvania, though it
breathes more political liberty than any of tbe States, and
in which whatever errata may have happened are proposed
for amendment, and the whole to be re\'ised after some
trial; though perbaps three might have been better than
'seven years. .

In all the forms I have yet seen, there appears to me
one dark and dangerous spot: they are t?O self-sufficient
and disconnected from the great whole, whIle they aregen-
erally too complex, and have too many jarring wheels in
themselves. No machine composed of many wheels, all

dependinO' on each other, and totally interrupted if one
is only ~arped a little, can be of long duration; thus,
watches that sbow tbe phases of the moon, the days of the
month, &c., are not so durable as the plainer, which only
point out hours anti minutes; and the smaller the works,
the weaker. This is easily applied to some States, as that
on Delaware * which contains only three Counties, and yet
has no less than four distinct le"islative bodies, an Assem-
bly, Legislative Council, Presid:nt, and bis ~rivy Council.
All these opposite and incoherent powers (m tha.t small
and greatly divided handful) must pro~uce endles~ Jars and
confusions, till one of these powers becomes an at'lstocracy,
and like Aaron's serpent swallows up the rest, or betrays
the whole to some foreign Power, which we know the
present Representatives of t\Vo c:f these Counties, who h~ve
been accounted all along enemIes to the cause of Amenca,
would, if they durst, presently do. However, they have
the nomination of members of Congress, and may thereby
effect it, if such discoloured parts of other States pr.evail.
They have also made their for~ of Gov:rnr:nent, wI~h?ut
any appeal to the people, or h'earmg any obJectIOns, or glvmg
any appeal to Congress, though one whole Cou~ty .w~s not
represented in Convention, except only the Tones I~ Jt:

But the other faulty part of most new constitutIOns
appears to me yet more dangerou~, viz: their too great self-
sufficiency, and want of connection with the great whole.
These States must be one government, or we are undone.
There can be but one supreme head. Monsters of many
heads in the natural world cau live but a very short time.
It would be very easy to trace tbis same truth in the ci~il
policies of all nations. This was the ~rue cause of the dis-
solution of all the ancient free RepublIcks.

Before our little States became independent of each
other and only looked to the Congress as tbe .animating
soul ~f one great American repub]ick, how great the union,
how happy the whole! But now, bow changed! The
ConO'ress eclipsed; every little State almost separate from
the ~est, and every bird of the night utters its ill-boding
sound' Tories triumph, and those who were in arms
a"ains~ their country last June, are now again openly read-
in"g letters to the people, which they say are from ~c:rd
Howe full of encouragement to the disaffected, and destrlng
them ~o send only the King's friends to Assembly, and he
will make peace with tbem, &c., &c.

The people here accordingly will send only T.ories; ~nd
I am satisfied, unless some great change of affaIrs, (whIch
can be effected only by Congress,) they will never elect
any other members to any of the four or five Delaware.
branches of government, for many years to come, except
men who wickedly pretend the Church is in danger, and
who bribe their votes; but no men of sense, patriotism, or
virtue, at least in this generation. Perhaps something like
this may happen in other counties of other governments.
By such constitutions, what can be expected? Must not
one State fall into contention with another State, and every
decrree of anarchy and confusion arise, and the States, tbus
we~kened, become an easy prey to some foreign kingdom,
or some fortunate ruffian at home?

Instead, therefore, of leaving ignorant men to contend
about forms of government, endangering our all at stake,
by disunion among ourselves, why do we not remove the
eclipse, and restore the Congress to the supreme power of
aJl affairs at once? This is a simple government. The
most simple is tbe best. We cannot be afraid of our liberty.
in such hands; they are representatives of all America,
(themse[ve~ being bound by every la~ they make i~ s~ffi-
cient secunty,) removed from every httle local preJudice,
under no temptation to be partial. Let them be chosen
every year, and cbanged every three years, but gradually,
and not all at once: then what need for all tbis costly
parade of governollrs, councils, and privy councils? Can-
not every Assembly do all the little common affairs within
itself, and in aJl greater matters receive orders from the
grand Councilor Congress, wl)ich should also be the derider
ressort to settle all greater difficulties of an internal nature?
But it will be said, this would give endless trouble, and
make too much business for that venerable body. I answer, ,

"There are some good thing~ in the DelawareConstitution, which
are evidently borrowed from the Pennsylvanian, but mangled like a
school-boy's :-bridgment .of a ~pectator's paper. So~e of their Bill of
Rights, explamed by Tones, mIght prevent all ..ilmertcandefence. Jus-
tices of the Peace may also be Assemblymen, i. e., "make !lml execute
laws, which destroys all liberty. "-Montesquieu.
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they will be chose of men of ability and leisure; and let
their support be decent and honourable; then what though
~hey sit half the year or- more? Their supreme power,
which may be able to call 'forth the army in time~ of war,
and the militia in times of peace, would easily settle all
affairs, give general saiisfaction, and unite all the most dis-
tant American States in one strong, honourable, and lasting
chain.

It is true there al'8 many united States and Republich in
the world, on the same plan which these Siates are adopt-
ing; but is it not certain, too, these have not every liberty?
Is there not much tyranny in such particular States, for
want of a supreme and impartial tribunal? .Monarchies
are often lasting, because simple and expeditious in busi-
ness, and thereby have many advantages over the common
republicks; and might not such a republick as I plead for,
having their grand council always sitting, with supreme
power, ready to determine on every emergence over a
whole continent, have all the expedition of a monarchy,
and the deliberate counsel of a republick ?

On the present plan of tliese States, there is no one
supreme power to connect the divided States, which, by
means of new plans, will be internally unhappy, as well as
jealous of each other; their union, strength, and happiness
lost; they are only connected as a rope of sand crumbling
to pieces.

Is it true, that an old Assembly, or some Tory members
of it, have met and passed acts in opj)osition to a new Con-
vention, in one of these States already? Does the same
opposition to American measures openly declare their ex-
pectation of General Howe's paying Philadelphia a visit
before winter? Do not all these things show the imbecility
of Government? Where is the supreme active power of
America, when leading men boldly espouse the cause of our
most inveterate enemies, who have deluged our (before
peaceful) country in blood?

Our cruel enemies boasted an easy conquest of America,
because, they alleged, we were cowards: they are con vinced
to their cost of their mistake in this. But when they shall
find the black spots in our constitutions, and the wrfiJtched

\ numbers of American traitors, who sell their country for a
mess of pottage, they may be more encouraged. These
wretches are in almost every State, striving, by the little
arts of policy, to delude, divide, weaken, and subvert evel'Y
rational and manly measure, to alarm and terrify us into a
tame submission to tyranny. But I am confident there is
still so much virtue in America, that these cringing candidates
for court favour, these sycophants, dissemblers, and false
friends, will be detected, displaced, and forever despised.

But it will be objected that I would make the Congress
absolute, which might be dangerous as well as a monarchy,
unless restricted by a code of laws, &c. I answer, I can-
not perceive any danger from rendering them absolute, or
restrained by few laws. I would have them be a great
court of chan~ery, governed only by the *eternal laws of
equity, patriotism, and reason, in order more effectually to
promote tbe safety, equality, industry, union, virtue, and
happiness of America. And as to codes of laws, they have
had the same effect in all the nations as creeds and confes-
sions, and forms of religion: they have literally and figu-
ratively damned the world.

How happy the Greeks with a few laws, and the Ro-
mans when they had only the twelve tables. In the later

. ages, equity and justice have been nearly banished from'
the world, by laws complicated to an unwieldy size. The
whole world needs but a few laws, and these simple, clear,
sensible, and easy in their application to the actions of
men.

A grand Congress, chose annually by the people, (not
by their representatives,) would contain *e united abilities
and virtues of all these Colonies in one great republick, the
deputed guardians of our civil rights: this would excite the
prompt obedience, the fidelity and publiek spirit of a willing
people, no longer bent under the yoke of oppression, by
little tyrants in their own little and wrangling States. The
American nation would then raise its head, and universal
harmony and joy prevail among all classes and orders of
men. This Congress of men of the greatest and most
eminent characters, would be a seminary of statesmen and

"A magistrate of good prineipJes needs no other law; and one of bad
principles will violate or evade every law of God and man.

heroes, a nursery of truth, knowledge, and virtue, to prepare
men of abilities for generals, ambassadors, and the highest
offices of State.

This simple and plain system contains no seeds of disease
or decay; would connect all America in every liberty that
freemen wish for, and would probably last as long as time
itself. P HILO-ALETHIAS.

Delaware, October 10, 1776.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

Philadelphia, October 10, 1776.

SIR: We learned some days ago, with much concern,
that the expedition we had planned for you to ex.ecute
would prove abortive, as the ships had gon'e out a cruising,
under the sanction of Governour Trumbull:s recommenda-
tion, with which we cannot be well satisfied, although, in
this instance, we are disposed to pass it by in silence, being
well convinced both he and the several Captains meant to
perform service at a time the ships were idle. Supposing,
therefore, that you will have been obliged to lay aside the
expedition to Newfoundland, we now direct that you imme-
diately collect the Alfred, the Columbus, Cabot, and
Hampden, take them under your command, and proceed
for Cape Fear" in North- Carolina, where you will find the
following ships of war: the Falcon, of eighteen guns, the
Scorpion, of sixteen guns, and the Cruiser, of eight guns,
and a number of valuable prizes, said to be forty or fifty in
number, and other vessels under their protection, the whole
of which you will make prize of with ease. We understand
they have erected a kind of a fort on Baldhead, at the
entrance of Cape Fear river; but it being only manned
with a few people from these ships, we expect you will
easily reduce it, and put the same in possession of North-
Carolina, or dismantle it, as may appear best. When you
have performed this service, you had best deliver to the
Continental agents there such of your prizes as may sell
well, or be useful in North-Carolina; others you may con-
voy into Virginia, or this place, for we don't recommend
your remaining at North- Carolina, for fear of being blocked
up there. Perhaps you will receive advice that will render
it eligible to proceed farther southward to rout the enemies'
ships at South-Carolina and Georgia; and if that is prac-
ticable, you have not only our approbation, but our orders
for the attempt.

"\Ve hope, sir, you will not lose one single moment after
the receipt of this letter, but proceed instantly on this expe-
dition.

"\Ve are, sir, your humble servants.

To Esek Hopkins, Esq.

P. S. Should the Cabot be still on a cruise, or, if
returned,cannot be ready to proceed upon the above expe-
dition as early as one of the frigates lately launched at
Rhode-Island, you will proceed with the latter in lieu of the
Cabot, as soon as she can be prepared for the sea, or you
ma,y take both the Cabot and the frigate if to be dODewithout
delay. We wish your plan for manning this fleet from the
State of Rhode-Island, may prove effectual; and we do, in
the warmest manner, urge you to omit nothing on your part
which may tend to promote so important a purpose, and
which we have most earnestly at heart. TI~e commissions
for the officers of the frigates will be forwarded immediately.

MARINE COM1UITTEETO HENRY TUCKER AND THOMAS GODET.
October 10, 177~.

GENTLEMEN : We have occasion for a quantity of salt
to cure beef and pork the ensuing season, for the use of
our fleet, and don't care to lay up what arrives here tran-
siently, as the people are much in want of that article, and
would murmur were it to be bought off their hands. We
therefore request that you will immediately on receipt of
this letter, charter five or six good, fast sailing large sloops,
sehooners, or brigantines, and either load them with salt at
Bermudas, or send them to Turk's Island for it, just as you
may find safest and best. Send one of them to Edenton,
in North- Carolina, consigned to Messrs. Hewes ~ Smith,
one to Baltimore, in ftilaryland, consigned to our order, and
the others have addressed to us. Perhaps it will be most
prudent to load part in Bermudas, and part in Turk' $



971 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1176. 972

Island; but our great object is to get the salt soon and safe
here.

You will charter these vessels on the best terms in your.
power, by the month or otbel' ways. Have them valued,
and we agree to ensure them for so long as they remain in
our service; and if the terms are reasonable, that may
probably be a long time. You'll buy the salt as cheap as
you can, and give them the utmost despatch, or it will be
too late for our purpose. We must depend on you to
advance the money for the cost of the salt until we can
reimburse you, which sball be done by returning some of
these vessels to you with cargoes of provisions, and probably
a convoy with them. Should any of the vessels be taken
or lost, we will either pay you in provisions, or undoubted
good bills on Europe, '01'the West-Indies, as may best suit
the owners. We hope you will be able to comply with
these orders immediately, for which we shall allow you
reasonable commission, interest for the advance of your
money and commissions on the goods we shall consign you
hereafter; and for your security, we pledge you the faith
a.nd credit of the United States of America, being so

- authorized to do by the honourable the Continental Con-
gress, of which we are members, and are, gentlemen, your
very humble servants.
To Messrs. Henry Tucker, of Somerset, and Thomas

Godet, Bermuda.
.

P. S. If you cannot send six, send as many ve;sels as
you can, short of that number.

WILLIAM ATLEE TO JOHN cox.

Philadelphia, October 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: After waiting in town a week, I am under
the necessity of returning home without finishing my busi-
ness. The company who came with me in the carriage
want to go, and I understand that the workmen and
labourers employed by the Committee at Lancaster, are
clamorous and want money. I have, therefore, drawn some
more cash, to wit: three thousand pounds from Mr. Hil-
legas, for the stockade and guards, &c., in Lancaster; and
one thousand pounds from Messrs. A-lease and Caldwell, to
pay for billeting the marching companies, &c., &c. And
having taken up my accounts and vouchers from the several
offices, beg leave to trouble you with them, and to ask the
favour of you to have them settled for: me as soon as possi-
ble. The acc.ount relative to the stockade, barracks, and
company's pay on duty in Lancaster, will be settled at the
Treasury Board at Mr. Gibson's; and the account relative
to the moneys advanced to the marching companies, and
for victualling them, at Messrs. Mease and Caldwell's. The
vouchers have been examined in both offices, so that I think
very little remains to be done but to fix my commissions
and strike the balances. I expect a generous (but not
exravagant) allowance for my trouble with respect to the
account with Mease and Caldwell. I have had the muster'"
ing ofthe companies, entering a muster roll of each in a book
which is deposited with them, and furnishing two copies,
one for the office and one for a voucher. chief of which I
had to do myself to exper:Jite business; ~nd the settling of
the tavern-keepers' bills is very troublesome. And with
respect to the accounts to be settled with the Treasury
Board, I have" to settle the pay bills of the companies on
IYuard in Lancaster, and pay them monthly, to settle with
:nd pay the carpenters, masons, bricklayers, labourers" and
others employed, at the stockade and barracks as they
bring in their accounts for their daily and weekly labour;
besides purchasing materials, &c., and taking a share in the
direction of the works. These matters have required'more
of my attention, and kept me more constantly engaged than
ever my own business did, (or ever shall,) which I have
been obliged p.ntirely to neglect. Therefore (entre nOlls) I
should chose to know in time, before I proceed much farther,
what is to be my allowance, and not leave it to a final
settlement of my accounts, when perhaps a thank you sir,
or little better, may be thought sufficient.

Besides these things, I have my share of publick duty,
which the publick are welcome to, having the whole trouble
of the business of the committee as chairman, secretary,
&c., which claims our attendance daily, and sometimes
from morning till night. The sums last drawn may be
added to tbe accounts, or left to a future account, as shall

be thought best. Mr. Ross will oblige so much as to attend
you, and afford every assistance in having the accounts
expeditiously sett1ed. I have spoke with him. Less than
two and a half per cent. I don't intend to accept, and Jnuch
more I don't desire, though the same attention to my own
business would have produced me double or treble the
money.

I hope you wiII 'excuse the trouble I ask you to take
for me, and be assured I always take pleasure in executing
your commands, being, dear sir, your affectionate humb]{'
servant,

'VILLIAM ATLEE.
To Mr. John Cox,Philadelphia.

GENERAL T.EE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 15th: referred to the Board of War.]

Princeton, October 10, 1776.

SIR: The ridiculous idea, that Lord Howe has some
reasonable terms to offer,and that the Congressare desirous
of their being communicated to the people, gains ground
every day. Tbis idea is strengthened by the industry of the
disaffected, and does infinite mischief; I would, therefore,
with submission, offer it to the consideration of Congress,
whether it would not be politick,in order to effilce these
irnpressiohs, suffer some gentlemen in the simple character
of individua1swho are supposed to have influence, to propose
a conference with his Lordship on this subject, and demand
what terms he has to offer. He most assuredly has none
but unconditional submission. His publick declaration ought,
it is true, to satisfy every reasonable man of this being the
u1timatum; but in our present circumstances, the unreason-
able and weak must be satisfied, as well as the sensible
and reasonab]e.. A committee deputed from the Congress
after what has happened, would be highly improper, as it
would convey an idea that they themselves did not consider
independency absolutely fixed, for which reason it would
be more prudent that they should suffer one or two persons
in whom they can confide, to propose the conference in
their private characters, who may afterwards relate, explain,
and command at large on the circumstances. I perhaps
may be wrong in my conjectures, but as I am persuaded it
would have a salutary effect, I cannot reconcile it to my
conscience to withhold my opinion, an opinion, I can assure
you, sir, in which I am not singular, for many very sensible
men, and the most active friends to the cause in this Province
and the others I have passed through, concur with me. At
all events, I hope the Congress will not think me impertinent,
and presuming in intruding it, but impute it to my anxiety
and zeal for the puhlick welfare.

This Province is so much weaker in numbers than I
imagine? in leaving Philadelphia, that the sooner the
Virgima battalions march, at least as far as Brunswick,
the better. You must, sir, excuse the blots of tbis letter
as I havenot paper for a more legiblecopy.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most humble,
obedient servant, C LHARLES EE.
To the President of Congress.

GENERAL MERCER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read October 14, 1776.]

Perth-Amboy, October 10, 1776.

SIR: Yestel'day evening a part of the enemy's fleet, to
the numher of twenty-two sail, fell down to Sandy-Hook,
and this morning stood out to sea an easterly course. Five
of the ships appear to be men-of-war. A Mustermaster is
much wanted here. Captain Smitl& who had that appoint-
ment from Congress, has left us several weeks; if he has
resigned, it will be necessary to appoint and order on some
gentleman to succeed him. Otherwise it will be impossible
to prevent frauds in making out the pay rolls. No new
movements of the enemy are discoverable on this quarter.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
H. MERCER.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

THOMAS RANDALL TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Elizabethtown, October 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I here send you by the bearer, Mr. Little,
the letter I received by him from the Lieutenant of your
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schoonerGeneralPutnam, whichyou'll please to have read
and consider the contents. I am well assured they must
want pl'O\,jsionsand necessaries. I some t/'meago forwarded
to you a petition [mm them, which I would beg your con-
sideration with respect to Captain Cregier's conduct. I
make no doubt but you'll order a supply of provisions and
money for them.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
THOS. RANDALL.

To the honourable Provincial Congress [or the State o[
New- York.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Hea.d-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, October 10, 1776.

DEARSIR: I am uow to acknowledge your faVOl)fof the
1st .instant, and to inform you that the two Sachems of the
Caughnuagas,witb Mr. Denne, the interpreter,have been
with me, and spent three or [our days. I showed them
every civility in my power, and presented them with such
uecessaries as our barren stores afford and they were pleased
to take. I also had them shown all oUr works upon tbis
island, wbicb I had man.ned to give 'em an idea of' OQr
force, and to do away the false notions tbey might bave
imbibed, from tbe tales which had beeu propagated among
'em. They seemed to tbink we were amazingly stmng, and
said they had seen enough without going to our posts in
Jersey, or to the other side of Harlem river. They took
their departure yesterday morning, and I hope witb no un-
favourable impressions.

Your favour of the 6th came to band this day by Mr.
Bennet. I have communicated the contents, so far as it
respects the boards, to General MijJlin, who has resumed
the office of Quartermaster-General, on 1\11'Moylan's resig-
nation and the app]ication of Congress. He will write you
to-morrow about them, and will send the sum you require
by the return of Mr. Bennet.

It gives me great p]easure to hear the army is so well
supplied with provision, and I would fain bope, tbat if the
enemy do not effect any thin'g iu this or the next month,
that tbey wiH not attempt to pass the lakes tiH early in the
sprinO',by which time perhaps we may be able to recruit
our a~my, though I have my fears that the business will not
go on with the ease and expedition tbat I could wish. I
have done all I could, and urged stmng]y the propriety of
giving the soldiers a suit of cIotbes annually; how Congress
will determine on the subject I know uot. I bave also
advised the raising of the officers' pay.

Weare again deprived of the navigatiou of this river by
three ships of war, two o[ forty-four and the otber of twenty
guns, with three or four tenders, passing our cbevaux-de-
[rise yesterday morning, and all our batteries, without any
kind of damage or interruption, notwitbstanding a heavy fire
was kept up from both sides of the river. I have given
directions to complete the obstructions as fast as possible,
and I flatter myself if they allow us a little time more, tbat
the passage will become extremely difficult, if not entire]y
insecure. Their views I imagine are chiefly to cut off our
supplies, and probably to gain recruits.

I am, dear sir, &c, Go. WASHINGTON.
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

r,OLONEL REED TO GENERAL HEATH.. .
- - -

.. -...

October 10, 1776.

SIR: The General desires you would immediately order
a sufficient party of men under Ca ptain Cook to get off and
bring down the vessel whicb is grounded above; and that in
the mean time the ballasting the rest be proceeded in with
all possible expedition. It is of so much consequence, that
his Excelleucy begs the Utmost attention may be paid to it.

I am, sir, your most obedient, and very humble servant,
J os. REED, A(y'. Gen.

To Major-General Heath.

GENERAL GREENE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.. .
-

.

[Read October 15: referred to the Medical Committee.]

Camp at Fort Constitution, October 10, 1776.

SIR: The sick of the army, who are under tbe care of
the regimental Snrgeon,.are in a most wretched situation,
the Surgeons being without the least article of medicipe to

assist nature iu bel' efforts for the recovery of health. Tbere
is {l0 circumstance tbat strikes a greatest damp upon the
spirits of the men, who are yet well, tban the miserable con-
dition the sick are in. They exhibit a spectacJe shocking
to human feelings, and as the knowledge of their distress
spreads through the country, will prove an insurmountable
obstacle to the recruiting the new army.

Good policy as well as humanity, in my humble opinion,
demands the immediate attention of Congress upon this sub-
ject, that the evil may be sought out, and the grievance
redressed. The sick in the army are too numerous to be all
accommodated on the contracted plan of the Gf3neral HDS-
pital. The Director-General says he has no aiJtbority by
his commission to supply tbe demand of the regimental sick,
and the General Hospital being too 'small to accommodate
much more than one-balf, the remainder'lies without any
means of relief, than the value of the rations allowed to
e\'ery soldier. Many hundreds are now in this conditiou,
aud die daily for want of proper assistance; by which meaus
the army is robbed of many valuable men, at a time when
a reinforcement is so exceedingly uecessary. Both officers
and men join in one general complaiut, and are greatly dis-
gusted at this evil, which bas prevailed so long. Some
measures shou]d be taken to justify the Director-General, or
to empower tbe Commander-in-Chief to qualify him, to fur-
nish the regimental Surgeons, under tbe direction o[ the
Colonel of the regiment, with such supplies as the state of
the sick may demand.

Great complaints have been made that the regimental
Surgeons abuse their trust, and embezzle the.publick stores
committed to their care; this among otbers is a reasou
urged why the regimental sick suffer as tbey do. The Sur-
geons, it has been said, cannot be trusted with the necessary
stores.

Whetber this complaint be well or ill-founded, I am not a
judge of; perhaps in some few instances it may have been
tbe case; but I am far [rom tbinking they are deserving tbe
charge in general. Besides which the injury arisiug fi'om a
few abuses of this kind, were they even more common, is
trifling compared witb that which the army and publick
suffers in the present state of things.

The Director-General complains of the want of medicine,
and says bis stocks are but barely sufficient for the General
Hospital. I can see no reason either from policy or human-
ity, that the stores for the General Hospita] should be pre-
served for contingeucies which may never happen; and the
present regimental sick left to perish for want o[ proper
uecessaries. It is wholly immaterial, in my opinion, either
to the States or the army, whether a man dies in the General
or Regimental Hospital.

The platform o[ the General Hospital should be large
enough to receive all tbe sick that are unfit to continue iu
quarters, or else to supply the Regimental Hospital witb such
medicines and necessaries as the state of the sick requires.

I am, with due respect, your obedient servant,
NATHANAEL GREENE.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.
P. S. I do not meau to cenStlre the conduct of the Direc- ,

tor-General, nor to complain of his activity; but I mean to
point out the defect o[ the present establishment, and to
show tbe necessity of giving the Director some further
power, and much more assistance to enabre him to satisfy
the numerous wants. N. GREENE.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON..
Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, October10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since I wrote you yesterday we have
notbing from the men-of-war, but that they are lying at
Tarrytown. I imagine tbe intent of their being sent up i5
to stop supplies [rom coming down the river. The two
new ships are going to be sunk immediately, to endeavour
to stop the channel, and try if we cannot hinder the men-
of-war already up from coming down, or more going up.
Enclosed you bave au account of expenses incurred by the
guard who carried up and brought down Marsh. As it
seemed more a Provincial than Continental charge, I paid
it.

I am, geutlemeu, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To Robert, R. Livingston, or Wm. Due!", Esqs.
.
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JOHN SLOSS HOBART TO PETER R. LIVINGSTON.
FairfieJd, October 10, 1776.

SIR: In pursuance of the order of Convention of the
20th ultimo, I send Israel Ketchum under the guard of the
bearers, William Wakeman and Albert Sherwood. As he is
manacled I think two men will be sufficient; besides I was
apprehensive that the Convention would think him scarcely
worth the price had I employed more men, as I am obliged
to allow them five pounds each, supposing it will employ
them five days.

We have an excursion to Long-Island. The troops
marched to the harbour last night, but an unfavourable wind
prevented their embarkation; hope we shall be more suc-
cessful to-day.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient servant, J S HOHN LOSS OBART.

To Hon. P. R. Livingston, President of the New-York
Convention, at Fishkill.

GENERAL SCOTT TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Camp near King's Bridge, October 10, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Thomas Lawrance, the bearer hereof, is in deep
distress on account of the situation of his family,which he was
obliged, by his precipitate flight, to leave on Long-Island.
He is known to me, and I suppose others in Convention, to
be a friend to American liberty. The design of his appli-
cation to Congress is to procure a sanction from them for
visiting his family without having his character hereafter
subject to douotful construction. He is best able to explain
his particular views, and the Convention the best judges of
what is expedient in the case. The design of this letter is
merely to state his character in a just point of light. No
news worth communicating.

I am, sir, with all imaginable respect, yours and the
Convention's most obedient servant,

JNO. MORIN SCOTT.

To the Hon. the President of the Convention of the State
of New-York.

.

GENERAL HEATH TO CAPTAIN BENSON.

King's Bridge, October 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: You wiH, if possible, (if it be not already
done,) get off the ships this tide and send them down.
You will call upon the detachment on shore for all the
assistance they can afford you.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
To Captain Benson.

W. HEATH.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

King's Bridge, October 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The money I received from Convention for
the second moiety of the bounty of the men. belonging to
my brigade, by the accounts returned to me by the different
Colonels, appears to have fell short of the sum due for that
purpose about eight hundred dollars. Such of the men,
who on account of the above deficiency have not yet been
paid their fuB bounty, are exceedingly discontented. I have,
therefore, thought it advisable to send the bearer, Lieutenant
Colonel Hammon, for the sum due, that they may be paid,
and have no just cause of complaint. I have not yet been
able to have the men mustered by the Cqntinental !\-]uster-
master-General, though I ha\'e frequently mentioned it to
his Excel~ency General TVashington. I am no.t, however,
apprehensIve the State can labour under any dJsadvanta()"e
on this score, as tbe General has ordered them paid up till
the last of August, and they have received their pay to that
time accordingly.

Yesterday morning three of the enemy's shipping, to wit,
a forty, forty-four, and twenty-gun sbip, and three tenders
passed by in shore ea,st of our obstructions, in tbe river op:

Posite Fort T¥ashin[!'ton, receivin()" but little dama()"e and~ 0 0
,

are now up the river as far as Dobbs's Ferry. Tbey took
two or three of our small river sloops of little value, and I
am informed now lay opposite two of our galleys, which
run aground, and I suppose are in tbeir power. The two
ships to be sunk run ashore near Colonel1?killips's; we

sent a party to bring them down last night, so that I hope
they are safe. The bearer will inform you of any other
particulars respecting military matters.

I am, with due respect, your most obedient servant,
GEO. CLINTON.

To the Hon. the President of the Convention of the State
of New- York, at Fishkill.

ORDERS TO COLONEL SARGENT.

King's Bridge, October 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Upon receipt hereof, unless affairs should
appear different from what I think they are by your letter
of this morning, you will leave Captain Darrow's company
with tbe guard at Dobbs'sFerry, and if it should appear
necessary to leave a Captain and fifty men more there or in
that neighbourhood, you will do it, and also ten or twenty
of tbe Light-Horse, as may appear most needful; with the
remainder of your detachment, hotb Horse and Foot, you
will return to this post witbout loss of time. You will leave
one or two boxes.of cartridgeswith Captain Darrow, and
such provisions as you do not want for immediate use; the
remainder of the ammunition you will bring back with you.
Major Crafts will also return with the howit~er, at least as
far as the place whef(~our ships lie, and if he is not wanted
there, to this post. You will direct Captain Darrow to
send frequent expresses, as matters worthy of notice may
occur.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,
To Colonel Sargent. -

W. HEATH.

COLONEL SARGENT TO GENERAL HEATH.

Half-past two o'clock at night, Dobb's Ferry, (
October10, 1776. 5

SIR: I have just arrived at Dobbs's Ferry. Very peace-
able here; can see nothing of the enemy. Tbere is not any
of tbe enemy landed. We have no ammunition on tbe
road for the small arms. The ships are about tbree miles
above this place, where I sharI order a party immediately.

I am your most humble servant,
PAUL D. SARGENT.

To :Major-General Heath.

COLONEL CARY TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Q,uarters, October 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Agreeable to his Excellency's commands, I
am to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of this morn-
ing, and to acquaint you the General wishes you to be well
informed on every occasion, and in the speediest manner,
of the movements of the enemy up the North River, in
order to frustrate any designs they may bave in view. As
General Clinton is supposed to be perfectJy well acquainted
with the situation of the ground, and the most advantageous
posts, &c., adjacent to Dobbs's Ferry, or wherever the
enemy may intend a diversion, General Lincoln is tberefore
referred to him for advice and direction respecting the num-
ber, and in what manner to post his men, so as to harass
the enemy and effectually prevent any communication be-
tween tbem and the inhabitants in tbe country. The Gen-
eral has ordered the proceedings of the Court-Martial to be
returned, and says he leaves the matter entirely with you,
though the conduct of the Captain in releasing the prisoner
appears extraordinary.

I am, with due respect, sir, your very humble servant,
RICHARD CARY, Jun., A. D. C.

To Hon. Major-General Ileath, King's Bridge.

You will please to communicate to tbe General as early
as possible such intelligence as you may from time to lime
receive relative to the motions of the enemy.

COLONEL ANN HAWKES HAY TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Haverstraw, October 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Yesterday three of the enemy's ships-of-war,
and some other vessels, passed our forts at King's Bridge,
and are now anchored off Nyack.

My regiment consists only of three hundred men, and
very near one half of them are without arms.. I should be
very glad to know what I am to do, and where I must apply
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for a reinforcement in case they should attempt a landing
on the west side of Hudson's river.

We are destitute of provisions for the guards 1 now have
Qut, and I must therefore request that the Convention wiJl
be so kind as to send me per the bearer a ~um of money to
purchase the provisions.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
A. HAWKES HAY.

To Col. Peter R. Livingston, President of the Convention
of the State of New- York, at Fishkill.

SAMUEL TEN BROECK TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

District of Manor Livingston, October 10,1776.

SIR: Since the letter wrote yesterday we have seen an-
other instance of the cruel, unnatural intention of our domes-
tick enemies, by their firing again last night a glln at two
young men that were walking decently to their homes; and
about an hour after six guns were fired in the house of
Jacob Power; but through the interposition of Providence
no lives lost, nor a single person wounded. We take it
a duty incumbent on us to advise with you on this impor-
tant matter, and submit it to your serious consideration and
superiour judgment. Agreeable to the orders issued yes-
terday, some of our men have marched this morning. We
are in hopes they may take them; but as the men are
uncertain with regard to their receiving pay, they seem to
be rather tardy; besides, taking them by companies, and in
everyone they ar~ more or less disaffected, which render

. our plans commonly exposed before executed. We are sin;.
cerely of opinion that unless there is some other method
taken very soon, (than to take the Militia companies as they
run,) we shall be a ruined people. Daily we hear of mor~
and more threatenings, and indeed it's very evident tbey
mean to annoy us by skulking about unttl a favourable
opportunity presents, when no doubt they wiJlstrike a blow,
as they in reality increase daily. In consequence of this
momentous matter, we beg that you will ~e pleased to
apply to the Convention to grant us a company of sixty men.
We are of opinion that a less number would not be able to
do the business effectually. Captain Gaasbeck has offered
his service to take the command of the men. We judge it
to be essentially necessary for the publick safety to have
this body of men; otherwise should not request it. If the
Convention thinks proper to onnt these men, beg you will
please to detain the bearer and send the necessary orders by
him. If you think proper to leave the appointment of the
subaltern officers to this Board, beg you will send blank
commissions for them. We earnest]y entreat that you will
despatch the bearer as speedy as possible, so that we may
know how to regulate.

In haste we remain, dear sir, your most obedient and
very humble servants,

By order: SAMUELTEN BROJi;cK,Chairman p. t.

To Co!. PeterR. Livingston, in Convention, F~hkills.

obtained, I have not yet spoken to them, though don't doubt
but tbey will accept.

I shou]dhave sent you herewith the expenses accrued on
my last jaunt, but am at a loss to make out the roll, as I
don't know whether Continental pay is allowed. Beg you
will inform me of this. As we have not finished with all
the delinquents yet, thought best to s.lIspendunlil I could
give you the full account. The remainder are to come
before the Committee on Monday.

Bishop has not been before us yet. Shall with the
greatest pleasure embrace every opportunity to Jet you
know how we corne on. Captain Jansen is not yet re-
turned from his New-England jaunt. Before he went from
home We concluded to have advertisements drawn and
printed; and as there is nO printer about here, beg the
favour of you to employ some able hand .to draw them
properly, and please to have them printed, and convey'
them to us by the first oppOl"tunity. The expenses will repay
very readily. At the other side have put the time down
when the outrage was committed.

I remain, dear sir, your very humble servant,
PETRUS V AN G AASBECK.

On Wednesday, 23d September, 1776, in the night, the
outrage was committed. One h!lndred doHa.rs rewarcl to
him that discovers the person or persons. You will please
to have it drawn in such form as you think will answer the
end best. Twenty-four printed will be p]enty, [ think.

Yours, &c., P. V. G.AASBECK.

PETER SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE 'OF SAFETY.

Fort Constitution, October 10, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of yours, just come to hand, I have
made-the most diligent inquiry I could obtain.

This morning a number of vessels arrived here froro the
bridge, by all which 1 am informed that yesterday morning
three men-of-war, one of them a large one, and three or
four tenders, passed our chevaux-de-frises, which report is
confirmed in a.more particular manner by Captain Grindle,
who says that one man-of-war and two frigates passed the
works close under the east shore, drove the two new ships
ashore just below Phaips's, a.nd chased two of our row-
galleys until they were forced ashore between Dobbs's
Ferry and Tarry- Town, at or l1ear which town the ships of
war carne to, and kept a constant fire for about one hour at
our row-galleys, and supposes them destroyed.

I remain yours, P
.

SETER CHUYLER.

To Peter R. LI~vingston, President Provincial Congress,
Fishkill.

NEW-YORK CONVENTION TO THE PRESIDJi;NT OF CONGRESi!.

[Read OGtober 28, 1776.)
Fishkill, October 16, 1776.

Sm: The Convention were honoured with yours of the
2d instant, enclosing some resolves reJative to SllrgeOJ1S
in the army, and urging the necessity of a full representation
at Congress.

PETRUS VAN GAASBECK TO PETER R. LIVI..NGSTON. If by a full representation, nothing more is intended .than
ManorLivingston,October10,1776. slich a number of Delegates from every State as will entitle

. HONOUREDSIR : Your favour of 7th instant have now each of them to a vote, tbis Convention hopes that the
before me. You may depend upon that I shall keep our recommendation is complied with by this State. They h;we
exac.t accountS of all the expenses relative to the appre- always directed so many gentlemen to remain at Philar)r,.l-
hending the villains that fired in Captain Jamsen's hOllse. phia as will answer that purpose; if on the other hand, it is
But 'tis a new instance we have seen again Jast night of expected that all the Delegates of this State should attend
their inhumanity, by making the other attempt for destroying this Convention, though fully satisfied of the propriety of
the Jivesof the well-wishers of our noble cause. Our Com- snch a requisition, must beg the Congress to excuse their
mittee this marning agreed to request of you to apply to the non-attendance at present, tbe critical sitlJation of this
Convention to grant them a company of men. In this case State, equally endangered by open and S~cret enemies, ren~
I thought it my duty to offer my service to take the corn- dering it extremely improper to deprive the Convention oJ
mand of the m,en,which, if agreeable to YOll,.and Jiberty is the assistance of any gentlemen wbo.se abilities may be of
given to inlist them, I hope we then shall be able to purge service to it, at lea.st till the army is aJl'anged, and measures
our place effect\mlly. I am of opinion that a less number are taken to form and est;1blis,hSOmemore permanent Gov~
than what is specified in the letter from the Committee ernment than we now enjoy. These con;;iderations, we
would hardly be advisable. However, this mllst be left to flatter ourselves, will have some weight with Congress, and
your superiour judgment. I think I might be able to raise not only induce them to admit our e1'cUsefar no.tpermittin.g
a company of hearty young men, in a few days, that may be such of our Delegates as are now here to attend at Phila-
depended upon. delphia, but to defer any matter in which this State is par-

In case this meets with your approbation, I should beg ticularly interested, when the general calise of America will
to have Samuel L Ten Broeck and Samuel Thorn for safely admit of such delay, till they are more fuJly repre-
Lieutenants; but as it's uncertain whether leave will be sented.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL.II. 62

.
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Doctor John Jones, Samuel Bard, and l1[alachi Treat,
were appointed by this Convention to examine aJl Surgeons
and Surgeon's Mates that entered into the service of this
State. No warrant 01' commission have been given to any
in that capacity, unless they produced a certificate of their
examination signed by at least two of those gentlemen,
setting forth that they were fuJly qualified to discharge their
duty in their stations, excepting a few late instances, when
they could not be obtained by reason of these gentlemen
being dispersed in different parts of the country and could. not attend, in which case five or six have been admitted on
the examination of one only.

Am, respectfuJly, your very humble servant,
PETER R. LIVINGSTON,President.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFE'.fY TO GENERALS SCHUYLER

AND CLINTON.

Fishkill, October 10, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by the Committee of Safety of this
State to inform your Excellency that yesterday three of
the enemy's frigates passed the obstructions opposite ~Iount
Washington, and got up Hudson's river; that we have made
from time to time such large drafts from the Militia of the
four Counties adjoining that river, that the remaining well-
affected are reduced to a small number; and most of the
disaffected in this State are on the east side of Hudson's
river. A Committee specially appointed for the. purpose,
by the Convention of this State, are sitting daily to frustrate
their machinations; and several who had in listed, or engaged
to inlist with the enemy, have been discovered, apprehended,
and are sent to the westward. Many perhaps retnain
undiscovered. Should the enemy and the disaffected be
able to concert measures so as to form a junction of the
latter with a party from on board the ships in the river, the
Committee of Safety are apprehensive of the want of a very
speedy assistance without a diminution of the main army,
and have therefore taken the liberty to despatch a copy 01
the enclosed resolution to each of the Counties therein
mentioned, and have directed me to request that your
ExceJlency would be pleased to give such directions as in
case of necessity may afford the most speedy succour.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GOVERNOUR TRu~mULL.

Fishkill, October 10, 1776.

SIR: Three of the enemy's ships of war having passed
our fortifications near King's Bridge, and proceeded up
Hudson's river within a few miles of the Highlands, and
from the number of disaffected persons in this and West-
chester County, we have reason to apprehend they meditate
the landing some troops in this neighbourhood, and by that
means give those deluded wretches an opportunity of joining
them, and thereby forming a body superiour to the few well-
affected Militia, who are not drafted into the service.

The zealous attachments of your Militia to the common
cause of America, and the readiness with which they stepped
forth to the assistance of this State, when called upon on a
late occasion, renders any arguments unnecessary to induce
them to hold themselves in readiness to come to our aid on
the shortest notice, when requested.

Resolved, That Letters be written to the Commanding
Officer of the Counties of Fairfield and Litchfield, in the
State of Connecticut, informing him of the reasons that we
have to apprehend insurrections in this State, if the measures
of the disaffected should be seconded by the enemy, who
are now in Hudson's river, and requesting that they wiII
hold their Militia in readiness to lend us every necessary
assistance in case of such an event.

Resolved, That a copy of the above Resolution be sent
to his ExceJIency Governour Trumbull, and that he be
requested to order the same to be carried into effect.

COMFORT SANDS TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fishkill, October 10, 1776.

SIR: Some time ago I applied to the Convention for a

Committee of the ConVention to join with me in a settle-
ment of a la'ge account with Mr. Abraham Livingston,
upon which Mr. Evert Bancker and Mr. John Brown
were appointed, but as those gentlemen are both absent,
and Mr. Livingston now waiting, I beg the Convention will
appoint two other gentlemen immediately, authorized with
me to settle the account finally, which wiII greatty forward
the publick accounts.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant,
COMFORT SANDS.

To P. R. Livingston, Esq., President of the Convention
of the State of New- York.

HUBERT OSTRANDER TO CHARLES DE WITT.

HurJey, October 10,1776.

SIR: Agreeable to the resolves of Congress, the Commit-
tee of Hurley bave purchased three guns and one cartridge-
box, amount £ 7 9s. If the Congress should think proper
to pay the money for those guns whilst you are there, the
Committee beg the favour of you to receive it for them, and
send it up when an opportunity offers.

I am, very respectfully, sir, by order of the Committee,
your most obedient servant,

HUBERT OSTRANDER, Chairman.

To Charles De Witt, Esq., in Congress convened at Fish-
kills.

H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Schenectad y, October 10, 1776.

DEARSIR: Last evening I received Mr. Henry B. Liv-
ingston's letter by y?ur order, concerning the baggage of
Colonel Dayton's regIment to come down, and part of Col-
onel Elmore's to go up from the Flats. I shall send off
the battealls this evening, and load them light on that occa-
sion. I have purchased as much flour as will load them
this trip, and am in hopes by the time they come back, to
have as much more as to load, and I believe will not want
a barrel of flour from Albany ihis fall, so that the Deputy
Commissary-General gives the same price here that he does
to the Albany merchants.

As to the carpenters, I have been with Kooman and Van
De Bogart, two bqsses that have been up this summer,
but are unwell, and have sent in other men to try to get
twenty hands, and am afraid won't be able to get them, as
mostly all of them that have been up are unwell with some
disorder or another. I would be glad to know if twelve Or
fifteen won't do, and how long they are to stay. I have
partly agreed with a man for the ground to build the bar-
racks upon; it's just outside of the town, and water near
and plenty. I now just wait your answer how much of
the ground I must take, and in what manner the deed must
be wrote, in whose name, the plan of the barracks, whether
two or three story high, and when I must begin to take
down the old fort. There is wood enough and stone for the
foundation. I have engaged all the bricks in town for the
chimneys.

I am, dear sir, yours, &c.,
To Major-General Ph. &huyler, Albany.

H. GLEN.

H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Schenectady, October 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Yours of yesterday's date I received last
evening about six o'clock, with the letter ene/osed for
Colonel Dayton, which I sent off about two hours after
I received it, by express. By the best calculation I can
make since the batteau-men have been gone for the baa-
gage of the New-Jersey regiment, under the command ~f
Colonel Dayton, I expect the regiment here about Monday,
and you may depend on it I shall have the carriages ready
for their baggage the moment they arrive; so I expect they
will stay here a few hours only, to victual them. As to
spades or shovels, there is none to be had. Six crow-bars
I shall send you this day.

I have purchased two acres of ground for the barracks,
and have carried almost all the timber and stone of our old
fort to the place I intend building the barracks; but the
Militia being ordered up disappoints me entirely of the car-
penters and masons, so that I have not one. I was to begin
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to-morrow. I shaU get some more materials ready while
the carpenters and masons are gone, such as lime and
boards, &c. I was in a fine way with the barracks, had
not this alarm come; but it seems this is the scene of war.
I am sorry to hear of our bad success, that our fleet is much
shattered and some lost, but still hope for the best. Should
the matter turn out so that there is no occasion for the
Militia, you will remember I have no carpenters or masons
to carryon the barracks here.

I remain, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
H. GLEN.

To Major-General Schuyler, at Saratoga.

down in the next galley. A few days' notice would be
very agreeable.

P. S. Extra. I must acquiesce in Pope's doctrine
c;whatever is, is right." The tin-man was sick first; he got
weU enough to make some canisters; a few were sent me
by the Captain of the first gaUey,but really he carried them
off. I suppose they will give some of the enemy their
quietus, if our fleet should be attacked. The tin-man is
got sick again. In short, I begin to believe that bag-shot
wiII do almost as well as canister-shot. Should any party
of the enemy pay me a visit, I shall give them a few solid
ball in the bargain. Yours, &c., T. HARTLEY.

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL GATES.

Valcour, October 10, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your favour of the 3d instant was
delivered me the 7th by Captain Premier. I am greatly
obliged to you for the attention paid to us, and the number
of &c., as -sent IlS,which were greatly wanted.

I am much surprised so little attention is paid to us by
the good people below. I should have imagined two hun-
dred seamen could have been sent us in three or four
months, after they were so pressingly wrote for. I make
not the least doubt there has been the greatest industry used
at Ty in fitting out the fleet. I am glad to hear the other
galley is so forward. I expect to see her the first fair wind.
The clothing which is arrived is a sufficient supply of the
kind. We much want one hundred pair shoes and hose,
one hundred watch-coats, fifty pair breeches, and twenty
blankets and hats, or caps. Weare victualled for about
ten days.

You may depend I shall do nothing of consequence
without consulting General Waterbury and Colonel Wig-'
glesworth, both of whom I esteem judicious, honest men,
and good soldiers. We cannot at present determine how
long it wiII be requisite to remain here. It may depend on
the intelligence we may receive. We shall not return one
minute sooner than is prudent and necessary. I have
received no late intelligence from the northward; the loss
of two small canoes (all we had) has prevented my sending
out small parties. I have wrote Colonel Trumbull to send
me three or four, which may be procured at Ty or at
Crown Point.

I a':1 o~opinion with you respecting the battery building
at Pomt-a- Cole, that the enemy are acting on the defen-
sive. They are at the same time exerting themselves to
augment their navy; and if they hear in time that Lord
Howe is in possession of New- York, they will doubtless
attempt a junction with him. If they think it practicable, .
their fleet, I make no doubt, in the course of this month
will be very formidable, if not equal to ours.

I have taken two four-pounders from the Liberty for the
Trumbull, and three of her small guns. There is others at
Crown Point suitable for her, and Colonel Hartley may
be supplied with large ones for his castle, from Ty. The
schooner goes up for provisions; I wish she may be im-
mediately despatched back. Her guns may be ready when
she returns; at present she does not want.

I am extremely glad you have represented to Congress
and General Schuyler the absolute necessity of augmenting
our navy on the lake. It appears to me to be an object
of the utmost importance. I hope meaSllreswill be imme-
diately taken for that purpose. There is water between
Crown Point and Point-aux-Fer for vessels of the larO"est
size. I am of opinion that row-galleys are of the best ;on-
struction, and cheapest for this lake. Perhaps it may be
well to have one frigate of thirty-six guns; she may carry
eighteen pounders on the lake, and will be superiour to any
vessel that can be built at and Boated from St. John's.
Carpenters ought to be immediately employed to cut timber
and plank, and three hundred set at work at Skeens-
borough, the 1st of February. Of these matters I hope we
shall have time to confer hereafter.

General Waterbury and Colonel Wigglesworth join me
in affectionate compliments.

I am, with great esteem and regard, dear Genera], your
obedient and humble servant, B. ARNOLD.
To Hon. Major-General Gates.

P. S. If you ha\'e read Price's pamphlet, sent you by
come Mr. Franklin, I will take the loan of it a favour. B. A.

...

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, October 10, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Since the junction of the galleys with
the rest of your formidable armada on Lake Champlain,
nothing has occurred in my department worthy of troubling
you about, and from the present appearance of things, Mars
will have little to do above Split-Rock this fall.

I take notice of the winds. My American standard,
erected upon my citadel, informs me at once which way
they blow, and I keep my people busy at such work as I
apprehend will conduce to the publick service. If we
have done little, our force could do no more.

If I am not mistaken, I understood from you and General
St. Clair, that it was intended two or three companies
should be stationed here this winter. You were pleased to
approve of some small essays of buildings I was making.
I have, with a few carpenters and other tradesmen, erected
a sufficient number of convenient barracks (when finished)
for the men proposed to be stationed here. This you wiII
find more proper than attempting to repair the barracks in
the old fort, which could not be effected without many
hands and much ]abour, and the party stationed in the old
for it would not have been secure, with tbe works in their
present ruins.

I have had a few nails from you; perhaps we shall need
no more. We have consumed some boards from a saw-mill
which I got repaired and carried on with my own men.
Some more will be necessary. Your army and fleet have
got four thousand feet from the mill. After the present
week yo~) may have at least two thousand feet a week /i'om
there, to. supply you at Head-Quarters: The expense will

be very trifling. I hope my conduct in this business will
meet your approbation. I know you have daily matters
of consequence to transact, and are too frequently troubled
with affairs of little moment. My applications generally
fall among the latter. I am going to reform. They shall
really be very seldom.

Wood i.s necessary: wood mllst be cut; and had the last
axes sent me been worth a farthing, I should not have
desired my Ensign yesterday to call for more. Colonel
Lewis some time since sent eighteeri. I got them helved.
They flinch at the first attack. Nothing can be done
with them. If I could have twelve more, without dis-
tressing you at Head-Quarters, I would be glad of it. If
that would put you to any inconvenience, there are some
smiths of this regiment, who came from Skenesborough, and
are now at Ticonderoga, if they were sent here with a
little steel and iron, all will be well.

I am pleased to hear part of .New- York is burnt. I
hope we shall have intelligence that the rest of tbat nest of
Tories, and sink of American "iIlany, has shared the same
fate. That cursed town from first to last has been ruinous
to the common cause.

It was generally deemed that Ticonderoga was much
more healthy than Crown Point. There are no less tban
one hundred and forty sick present of this regiment, besides
those sent to Fort George. They are almost all ill of
the fever and ague. I hope they will ~oon be well. The
north wester I presume will bmce them up.

The bakers want some casks to pack their biscuit in for
the fleet. Forty or fifty barrels ought to be sent them as
soon as possible. r

I am, honoured sir, with the greatest respect and reaard
your most obedient, humble servant, '"

,

TRos. HARTLEY.
To General Gates.

P. S. I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you
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ADDRESS TO THE ASSEMBLY OF CONNECTICUT.

To the General Assembly of the State of CONNECTICUT,
now sitting in NEW-HAVEN:

MAY IT PLEASEYOURHONOURS: In this day of general
calamity, when we are surrounded with enemies at home
and abroad, when our an is at stake, and the sons of
America, one and all, are loudly called upon to stand forth
in defence of their most invaluable privileges, I say in such
a day as this we might reasonably expect that there would
be no hesitationin the breast of any man j but immediately
on the call of our rulers, each one would strive to appear
the most forward in going forth to serve his country; but,
alas! fatal experience proves the contrary. When his Hon-
0111'the Governour issued his orders for the Militia to march
to ~New-York, he, at the same time, strongly invited the
gentlemen householders to join them, which invitation had
but lillie effect, for sure I am that but very few, if any, of
those gentlemen were ever seen in New- York. And what
was the reason? . Because the law of the State did not
oblige them to go. One ha.d been a Justice of the Peace
under his late Majesty j another had wore a Captain's com-
mission tin he was near forty years of age; another had
been to college; and another had been a consta ble ; and all
had some apology to make, whereby to excuse themselves
from going into the service. These and many other impor-
tant reasons hindered thomands from going into the war
from the State of Connecticut.

But as I am best acquainted with my own town, I will
state the matter as near according to truth as I can. Of
the Militia that lately went to New- York there was about
one hundred and forty, and much the greater part of them

. were men of little property. Of those other gentlemen that
stayed at home, more than one hundred under fifty years of
age, an men of interest, and pray what have they done to
defend it? Why, they paid their rates, and may be have
given forty &hini~gs t~ encourag.e men to inlis!; but what is
iliat compared wIth his poor nClghbour, who IS called forth
when in the midst of his business, has no money, receives
but twenty shi1Jings, and that advance pay, not as a bounty,
obliged to go and leave a1J his affairs running to ruin? I
ask, are these things equal and just? No. Surely no man
of common sense will pretend they are; and as this is a war
far different in its nature and consequences from any that
ever was in America, I pray that the burdens of it may be
more equally borne, that every man from sixteen to sixty
might be obliged to bear an equal part, ministers only ex-
cepted, which I imagine would invigorate the poor soldier,
strengthen our army, and be the means of establishing peace
and harmony in the State; which is the hearty wish of

A MILITIA-MAN.

WTI.LlAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Beverly, October 10, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I once more take the liberty to write
your Excellency, which at this time when you are so deeply
engaged against 001'unnatural enemies, would gladly omit
did I not think it my duty; therefore beg you to excuse it.

I wrote your Excellency some time since concerning
those prizes taken by Coinmodore ~Ianly, viz: the ordnanGe
brigantine Nancy, ship Concord, and ship Jenny. General
Mifflin having j'eceived a part of each cargo, agreeable to
your order, without any price being stipulated, prevents
their being settled, and the poor captors are kept out o(
their money, some of which being in the army wbile their
families are here almost suffering for want of the necessaries
of life. Your Excellency's answer 1 received with the
greatest pleasure, in which you informed me you would
order General ~lijJlin to have a valuation made upon those

, goods and transmitted me in order for settlement, but have
not as yet received it. Beg your Excellency will excuse
me, and not receive this as dictating. As I well know your
Excellency to be full of humanity, am well assured it would
have been done long since had not your time been taken up
in matters of more and greater importance.

If your Excellency will please to order me to charge the
United States f()r the coals out of ship Jenny at the same
rate the remainder was sold for, being about eleven dollars
per chaldron, that ship may be settled.

Your Excellency was pleased to appoint or have ap-
pointed a committee to appraise the ordnance stores. They

have presented their bill to me for payment, but have put
it off until I should receive your Excellency's orders, they
having charged one hundred pounds lawful money for their
trouble.

When your Excellency finds it convenient to have trans-
mitted me the value received out of ship Concord, and the

-valuation of the ordnance stores, with orders for settlement,
beg you to give me orders to draw for what money I may
want, together with what remains in my hands, to be suf-
ficient to pay the captors. Your Excelleney may rely on
my fidelity in not drawing fm any more than wi\] be suffi-
cient for that purpose.

Captain Bradford, of Boston, who has superseded me
in my agency, says he has orders to settle with all the old
agents. Beg your ExcellencyJs orders with respect to it.

I shall forever acknowledge with gratitude to your Ex-
cellency that honour you was pleased to confer on me in
appointing me agent for this department, and hope have
transacted the business to your Excellency's satisfaction.
The reflection joined to the impeachment which is generally
implied or at least understood by a dismission from any office
under Government, has, I confess, given me very sensible
pain. If your Excellency thinks me capable or worthy
of being reinstated in the office of agency for this depart-
ment, hope shall do hOllour in my station, and shall ever
acknowledge tbe favour with the greatest gratitude.

Hope that Being who governs all things, both in heaven
and in earth, will preserve and protect you from falling into
the hands of those unnatural enemies, and that you may be
the means under Him of driving them back to their native
land, ashamed.

Wishing your Excellency all that happiness that can be
enjoyed in this life, beg leave to subscribe myself your Ex-
cellency's most obedient, humble servant,

WILLIAM BARTLETT.

To His Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters,
near New- York.

JOHN BRADFORD TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Boston, October 10, 1776.

SIR: I beg leave to introduce to YOll Samuel Horlock,
and Livingston, Esqrs., who were lately taken on
their passage fr,!m Jamaica to London. They ar\3 gentle-
men who ha vebeen from the begrnning warm partisans in
our favour. They will give you a particular account of the
unhappy situation they at present are in, by their effects
being captured and themselves prevented from pursuing
their voyage to England.

I flatter myself those gentlemen wiJl meet with every
indulgence fi.om the honourable Congress which they can
consistently grant them, and more they don't wish for.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,.

J. BRADFORD.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Philadelphia.

"BENJAMIN DAVIS, JR., TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Boston Prison, October 10, 1776.

SIR: 1\1y present confinement to close prison, with the
very severe restrictions laid on me, by which I am debarred
the privilege of pen, ink, paper, or candle, and ordered to
be kept in an apartment by myself, and that no person
whatever be suffered to converse with me but in presence
of the keeper of the prison, I underotand was in consequence
of an order to the jailor, by a number of gentlemen who it
is said act as Councillors for the il'fassachusetts-Bay. Never
has any reasons been assigned to me for said restrictions,
although it is now upwards of fifty days since it took place.
It is. almost eleven weeks since my first commitment to close
prison in a felon's apartment. As I have no particular
acquaintance with the gentlemen who consented to the
aforementioned order, I therefore take the libert;y to address
you on the subject, assuring you that I have not the least
intention of otTending you in what I sball offer.

I had prepared a petition to Council in ordel' to have the
same preferred, but when I carne to consider' of a direction
necessary to it, I was greatly difficuJtied in my mind, and
finally found myself obliged to give over aJl thoughts of it,
and came to a determination that if no other just method
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could be devised for obtaining mr just liberty, to content
myself with my present situation, grievous as it is. Every
deviation from what a person knows to be truth, is a crime
of so high a nature as the thought is sufficient to make a
sober person tremble; therefore I dare not, if I act con-
sistent with the principles of my profession, act a double
part, which would be the case, was I, in order to obtain
some temporary relief, to model and dress up a petition in
such form as might be acceptable to the Council, and at the
same time so conceal my true sentiments as to deceive
them.

There is a proverb that it will be well for me to attend to,
as it is applicable to one in my present situation: "The fear
of man bringeth a snare." I consider myself now to be
wholly in the power of the people, and that there is no legal
authority for me to apply to for relief. The pl'csent dis-
tressed situation I am in, and the method pointed out to me
in order to get relieved, are such as makes it necessary for
me to be much on my guard, lest I get ensnared. I am
bound by God's law to "be subject to the highe~ power;"
and I have much more to dread from the disobedience of
his commands, than I can have to fear from those who may
be offended at me because I cannot in conscience be
"subject" to an authority founded on the late Dec]aration
of Independence. I am very sorry I am placed in such a
situation, as though designed to compel me to take such
a step for my enlargement as would be in me a breach of
God's law. To compel me to' act or do, contrary to the
dictates of my conscience, anyone thing that shall carry
with it any authority founded on the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, until the same be recognized and fully settled so
as to become my duty to be "subject," would be the same,
and I see no odds, as if I was in Spain or Portugal and
committed to the Inquisition as a heretick, and they were to
inflict on me the most cruel tortures in order to compel me
to deny the faith. I think my conduct must appear in
several glaring instances to be consistent with the aforemen-
tioned principles; as I never laid any claim to my property
on board the ship I was taken in, the value being at least
fifteen hundred pounds sterling, nor do I make application
for the property which I left in my store in Boston, in
March past, worth about a thousand pounds sterling, which
goods I am told are sequestered. It is from this same prin-
ciple that I do not think myself at liberty to sue for any
debts due to me, of which I have a large sum outstanding.
I hold myself obligated, and stand ready to pay all I owe;
and if I was to be sued for a debt, shall think it very
unjust to make a plea against the jurisdiction of any court,
in order to evade payment of a just debt, but should think
myself bound to pay the same, with all costs that should
anse.

I profess myself a liege subject of his Majesty King
George IlL, founded on this principle, that all who are
born within his dominions or realm he has a claim upon as
his rightful and lawful subjects; that the Provinces and
Colonies in North America make a part of his realm. I
was born in this Province; of course allegiance is due from
me to him, nor can it be dissolved but by his consent, or
by a revolution taking place within the Kingdom, or the
Government fixed and established, in which case it would
be dissolved. I am bound by God's law to "honour tbe
King," and to be subject to the legislative authority of Great
Britain as "the higher power." I cannot, in any way, be
aiding or assisting in any plan 01' scheme for bringing about
any revolution in the Empire, upon any pretence whatso-
e\'er, without breaking a positive law of God. But when-
ever any revolution does take place within the Kingdom,
and the Government becomes fixed and established, be the
cause that brings it about what it may, I shall then be bound
in conscience to be "subject" to its authority, for they will
then become the" higher' power" in the Apostle's sense.

When I consider tbat I have for a long time enjoyed one
of the greatest of earthly blessings, under the mildness and
lenity of the British Government, namely, liberty of con-
science, gratitude, aside from any other consideration, ought
to lead me to speak affectionately of the King, and to
be strongly attached to the British constitUtion, and to be
waiting for an opportunity of living in sllch a part of bis
dominions where I may again enjoy that great blessing
uninterrupted. However unpopular these principles of mine
may be, I think they never can be hurtful in any society

where there is settled Government. AU who are led to
obey the Gospel, and hold the aforesaid principles, are also
bound by the command of the same Gospel to "do good
unto all men," and to" live peaceably with all men," and to
be "subject to the higher power;" such will be the peaceable
and quiet inhabitants, and will have from Kings and aJI in
authority, "praise" for their" well doing." As I would
not wish to give offence to any, I have avoided petitioning
the Council, as I should have been under a necessity of
denying their jurisdiction, which might have offended them,
and I would not choose to run the risk of its consequences;
especially as I am not called upon by the Council, in any
way that makes it necessary for me to open my principles
at aJI risks. I see no harm in letting all those gentlemen
who ordered my imprisonment and restrictions, read this
letter in their private capacities. I am not desirous of being
abroad, or to appear in publick with any view of busying
myself to make proselytes to my principles of government;
or to be spying out what is doing in the town, or gaining
information of any plans, or schemes carrying on, and so to
be an informer, or "busybody in other men's matters;" such
conduct would be against the spirit of my profession, and
would be as unbecoming as to be an informer against my
neighbour, who may be concerned in an illicit trade; it is
enoughf?r me if I can have the privilege of enjoyingmy
own sentiments.

. I was taken in July past, by two armed ve~selsbelonging
to this place. I was bound from Halifax to New- York on
my lawful business, and was brought to Boston a prisoner
of war; I consider myself now in that light, and know no
reason why I am more severely dealt by tban others of his
Majesty's subjects,who unfortunatelyfell into the hands of
the Americans, and became their prisoners. I have not
since March last looked upon myself as an inhabitant of this
Province, or of the town of Boston; I left it with my family
with a determination of settling in some other part of his
Majesty's dominions, and shall think it a great privilege,
when I may be indulged with the liberty of prosecuting my
lawful designs, till which time I shall be glad to be released
from my present grievous imprisonment, and to take 10dainlJ's.. 0 /:)

In town; or If my son, together with myself and servant,
could be exchanged for any prisoners in the hands of his
Excellency General Howe, at New-York, it would be
agreeable to me.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most humble servant,
BENJ'A DAV/'s, Jun.

To the Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq.

I

Boston, October 10, 1776.

A letter from a gentleman at Providence, to his fi'iend in
this town, dated October 5th, has the following paragraph:

"The two Continental frigates here have fallen down,
got their guns, and will be ready to sail in ten days. One
carries twelve eighteen-pounders, fourteen twelve-pounders,
eight nine-pounders; the whole thirty-four. The other,
twenty-eight guns; their names are the Warren and Prov-
idence. Captain Hopkins commands one, and Whipple the
other/'

COUNCIL OF VIRGINIA TO THEIR DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.

In Council, Williamsburg. October 10, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: Having tbis moment received
from MI'. Calloway, manager of the lead mines, a return of
what ]ead he has on hand, and the post being just ready to
set out, I have only time to inform you, that there are now
ten tons of lead, which are ready to be delivered for the
use of the Continental army. The quantity would have
been greatel', if there had not been lately a considerable
demand for supplying our army sent 011the Indian expedi-
tion. By Christmas, or perhaps sooner, we may be able to
spare as mnch more.

I should be g]ad to be informed in what manner you
would choose to have it conveyed. If wagons come froID
Philadelphia, Mr. Calloway will have orders to load them,
but as this country is obliged to make great remittances to
Pennsylvania, for goods supplied from tbence, and at a
price Jar beyond what such goods have usually borne, it is
reasonable that we should embrace every opportunity of
enabling ourselves to bear so heavy a burthen. If, there-
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fore, I should <rive orders to send the lead by wagonsb .
belongin<r to this country, I should be glad to havemstl'llc-
tions wh~re, and to whom they are to deliver their loads.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble
servant, P. HENRY, President.

To the Honourable the Virginia Deleg3tes at Congress,
Philadelphia.

,
THOMAS JEFFERSON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 16, 1776.]

Williamsburg, October 11, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR : Your favour of the 30th, together
with the resolutions of CDngress of the 26th ult., came safe
to hand. It would argue great insensibility in me, could I
receive with indifference so confiqential an appointment
from your body. My thanks are a poor return for the par-
tiality they have been pleased to ascertain for me. No
cares for my own person, nor yet for my private affairs,
would have induced one moment's hesitation to accept the
charge; but circumstances very peculiar in the situalion of
my family, such as neither permit me to leave nor to carry
it, compel me to ask leave to decline a service so honour-
able, and, at the same time, so important to the American
cause. The necessity under which I labour, and the conflict
I have undergone for three days, during which I could not
determine to dismiss your messenger, wi1l, I hope, plead
my pardon with Congress; and I am sure there are too
many of that body to whom they may with better hopes
confide this charge, to leave them under a moment's diffi-
culty in making a new choice.

I am, sir, with the most sincere attachment to your hon-
ourable body and the great cause they support, their and

~ -ytfut'rnost obedient, humble servant,
TH. JEFJ.'ERSON.

To the Honourable John Hancock.
P. S. The bearer, Henry Frick, being in want of

money, has a warrant from General Lewis on the Paymas-
ter for six donaI'S,with which he must therefore be charged.

EDMUND RANDOI,PH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Williamsburg, October 11, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I congratulate YOllr Exce1lency, as a friend
to the reputation of Vi/:!Sinia, and the interests of the Con-
tinent, that Colonel Harrison is again restored to the coun-
cils of America. During his absence at the northward, he
had been appointed one of our Privy Council, but refused to
qualify as such. This afforded him an opportunity to vin-
dicate himself from those malicious insinuations wbich first
brought about his disgrace: for he informed the Assembly,
that his honour, which bad been so deeply wounded on a
former occasion, forbid him to accept any office whatever,
until the stigma, impliedly fixed upon his cbaracter by
recalling him home, was wiped away.

His defence, if that could be called a defence the object
of which was to efface unworthy impressions made by
accusers, who whispered poison, and dared not show them-
selves in open day, was spirited, without any degree of bra-
vadoing, and satisfactOry even to those who were prejudiced
against him. With this happy revolution in their opinion
of an honest and able statesman, the Senate and House of
Delegates, in the whole amounting to seventy-four members,
have sent him back to Congress, in the room of Mr. Jeffer-
son, who has resigned, with a ballot of sixty-nine to five.
These five are supposed to be the remains of a certain
party not unknown to your Excellency.

Nor is tbis all: tbey further thanked bim for his past ser-
vices, nem. con. In- short, bis late disappointment has
serv~d to raise his credit to a higher pitch.

Our soldiery are in a situation truly distressing to them-
selves and the country. To themselves, as they are \lOW
labouring under severe autumnal disorders, many of whicb
prove mortal; and to the country, as we are apprehensive
tbat the upland people, on whom we chiefly depend for
recruits, should be disgusted with tbe service in tbe lower
parts, wbich engender such maladies. From what cause
tbe present general sickness proceeds I know not, but
Wtiliamsburg, whicb has hitllerto been proverbial Jor gen-
eral hcaltb, is now notorious for the coutrary.

The Assembly talk out of dOQrsupon the subject of new
levies; but, for God's sake, from whence are tbey to be
obtained? I hear that our Second Regiment, whose term
of inlistment expired jn September last, has little prospect
of renewal. An ungenerous neglect prevails in the upper
Counties concerning the defence of the lower. To be in-
genuous, I am afraid we can get neither clothing nor arms
for any more troops.

I am, dear sir, your Excellency's much obliged, affec-.
tionate servant, E RDM. ANDOLPH.

To His Excellency General ~Vasltington, New- York.

Williamsburg, Va., October 11, 1776.

On Monday last, the General Assembly of this Common-
wealth met at the Capitol, agreeable to adjournment and
the plan of government adopted at the late Convention,
when the Hon. ArchibaldCary, Esq., was elected Speaker
of the Upper House, or Senate, and the .Hon. Edmund
Pendleton, Esq., Speaker of the House of Delegates.

Tbe honourable House of Delegates have been pleased
to continue the officers of the late Convention to be officers
to their House; and the Senate have chosen John Pendle-
ton, Esq., to be their Clerk.

Colonel Benjamin Harrison, of Berkeley, was yesterday
chosen a Delegate to represent this State in General Con-
gress, in the room of Thomas Jefferson, Esq.; and James
lUercer, Esq., a member 01 the Privy Council, in the room
of Colonel Harrison.

Williamsburg, October 11, 1776.

The gentlemen, soldiers of tbe First Company of the
Second Georgia Battalion are desired to repair to Louisa
Court-house, by the 15th day of November, which I have
appointed the place of rendezvous.

ROBERT WARD, Captain.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL BOND.

[No. 205.] Annapolis, October 11, 1776.

GENTLI;MEN: By Mr. Norris you will receive three
hundred pounds, to be laid out in the purchase of arms,
blankets, and linen for tents, for tbe use of Captain Harris's
company. One bundred pounds for tbe use of the Harford
Greens, has been transmitted to Mr. Garrett. Tbe Har-
ford Greens being first made up, will be first entitled to the
arms and blankets lying now at Ha'rford, deducting first
about forty blankets for tbe use of the Hospital here. If
they leave any, as from their being well furnished with these
articles themselves there is likelihood they will, Captain
Harris may be furnished with an order for them, if he stands
in need. You may go as high as twenty shillings for good
new blankets, and three shillings six pence Corcountry linen
fit for tents, of whicb one will be allowed for every six men.
Twenty-one and a half yards will make a lent, if the linen
is a yard wide, and Johnson, at Baltimore- Town, will make
them in a few days after sending linen.

You will hereby receive an order in favour of Captain
HmTis for as many cartoucb-boxes, belts, camp-kettles,
canteens, or wooden bottles, haversacks, and knapsacks, as
be will want for his company, and when they are ready to
march, on sending a line acquainting tbis Board of their
readiness, they will receive marching orders. It has not
been in our power to purchase linen and blankets, and we
are in bopes you can, or we would not have given you this
trouble. Expedition must be made use of, or Captain Harris
will not get up in time. If Mr. Kean will take a reasonable
price per day, his wagon may carry the baggage to Chris-
teen. When the troops arrive at Philadelphia, the Con-
gress are to take care of tbem. \'Vhen you have ~xpended
the money, please to render an account thereof to, gentle-
men, yours, &c.

WILLIAM LUX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October 11, 1776. '
G ENTLE~IEN: The privateer lIarlequin being now ready

to sail, and Captain Benjamin [land!! appointed commander,
he nolV waits on you to obtain a new commission, tbe
former one being in the name of Captain William IVolsey,
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and he being now on the Eastern Shore, we cannot procure
it to return it to you, but we hereby engage and pledge our
honours that it shall be returned immediately on his getting
here, hoping you will not on that account detain our vessel,
as she is now rather late for the Jamaica fleet, some of
which we flatter ourselves with bringing in.

I am, in behalf of the concern, gentlemen, your most
obedient servant,

"VILLIMI Lux.

To the honourable Council of Safety of ~Iaryland.

LUX AND BOWLEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October 11, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We are favoured with your letter of the
5th instant. Mr. Stewart is now here, and we are making
some cordage for him, and hope to accomplish the whole
order in time for yom vessels. Weare well assured that
we can furnish you on a greater certainty than any body
else, and mean to do it, but we will not contract to deliver
it to a certain day. The vessels now furnishing must be
completed. We propose waiting on you some day next
week, either Tuesday or Wednesday. In the mean time,
we are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your obliged, obedient
servants,

Lux & BOWLEY.

To the honourahle Council of Safety, at Annapolis.

RICHARD HENRY LEE TO SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JR.

Philadelphia, October 11, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Among the inconveniences of this busy
scene, I esteem it not the least to be so often prevented
from acknowledging the favours of my friends sooner than
I do. It has been owing to much business thaf your letter
of the 27th has not received an answer before now. I
have the pleasure to acquaint you that in ranking the
Captains of our Continental ships, the Congress have
placed Captain Nicholson at the head, he being the first
Captain. I wish it were in my power to give you a satisfac-
tory answer about the building another frigate. Hitherto
nothing has been determined on this subject, the Committee
having been prevented by an infinite multiplicity of other
business; and to the same cause has it been owing that no
orders have been sent concerning the frigate Virginia. I
have no doubt but that another frigate will soon be directed,
and that the builder of greatest merit will be preferred. It
would give'me the greatest pleasure to hear that the Vir-
ginia was ready for sea, and I am happy in being satisfied
that the manauers of this business in Baltimore will not lose
a moment in ~ffecting so salutary a work. I suppose a
want of anchors will be the greatest obstruction, as I take
it for granted no time will be lost in getting the guns down
from Mr. Hughes's works, and having the carriages made.
I shall be glad to have an exact state of the frigate, and
what she wants to complete her. I refer you to the papers
for news, and am, sir, your most obedient servant,

RICHARD HENRY LEE.

To Samuel Purviance, Jr., Esq., Baltimore.

WILLIAM ELLERY TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Phi]adelphia, October 11. 1776.

SIR: The President of Congress hath sent you, by
express, all the resolves which have passed since my last,
which he had in charge to communicate to you. You will
receive by this post a letter from the committee to procure
clothing for the army, enclosing two resolves of Congress
on that subject. I hope the General Assembly will take
effectual care that our quota of new levies shall be in the
field in season, well equipped at all points, and well offi
cered; and that suitable persons in each County be appointed
to coUect clothing immediately, agreeable to the request of
the aforesaid committee.

A naval expedition is on foot, which if carried into exe-
cution, will be very advantageous to the United States, and
to the officers and seamen in the navy. If the Cabot
should not be in port, the Marine Committee have ordered
that one of the frigates should be employed in it.

Commodore Hopkins, in a letter to that Committee, hath
informed them that one of the frigates could soon be got
ready, and intimated that he could man her with drafts

from our troops. I hope that the General Assembly will
countenance this measure, and give every other assistance
in their power to forward the sailing of the fleet.

On the 6th instant, General Lee arrived here, and on the
8th set out for the camp on the Heights of Harlem. He
brings the good news, that the Carolinians had utterly
defeated the Cherokee tribe of Indians, had burnt their
towns, kiUed two hundred and fifty of their warriours, got
seventy-five scalps, and that the remainder of that tribe had
fled to the ~Iississippi. This expedition, the sickliness of
the. troops, and t!Je strong garrison at AUl(ustine had pre-
vented an attempt upon East-Florida. That the garrison
at Augustine consisted of eighteen hundred German and
one thousand British troops. That the Sphinx and Raven
were at Georgia, and that the Governour of that State had
ordered all the stock on the islands on that coast to be
moved off to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy.
The Scorpion, Falcon, and Cruiser, are at Cape Fear.

The Committee have not returned from Ticonderoga.
By the last accounts from thence, they expected to be
attacked very soon, and were preparing to give the enemy
a proper reception. I saw General ~Iijflin lately, and he
informed that in the fight the day after the enemy took
possession of New- York, by the best accounts he could get,

,

and from the appearance of the field of battle, they lost
between four and five hundred killed and wounded; and
that we lost about one hundred killed and wounded. In
the first part of this account, Jared Hopkins, son of the
minister in Newport, who saw the fight, agrees with the
General, but says, that he saw our killed and wounded,
and that they were much short of that number. They
both, too, agree that some of our men who had behaved
shamefuJJy the day before fought gallantly there, and that
with equal numbers we drove the enemy from the field. I
believe they think the Americans will fight, notwithstanding
we have retreated and retreated.

General Washington, as I am told, played off a pretty
manreuvre the other day. Determined to remove the grain
and the fut'lliture of the houses from Harlem, he drew out.
into the field a party of seventeen hundred. The enemy
turned out as many. They approached within three hun-
dred yards and looked at each other. While they were thus
opposed front to front, our wa£"ons carried off the grain and
furniture. When this was accomplished, both parties retired
within their lines. It is said that our men preserved very
good faces. It would be of use to draw out our men in
batt]e array frequently, to let them look the enemy in the
face, and have frequent skirmishes with them.

General 1rashington in a letter of the 8th instant, in-
formed Congress that two forty-gun and one hventy-gun
ship with some tenders had passed the chevaux-de-frise and
Fort Washington without interruption or damage, and" be-
tween the latter and Fort Constitution. How the chevaux-
de-frise came to be insufficient, I know not; but I am afraid
that the enemy's ships will cut off the communication by
the North River.

Thus, sir, I have given you all the news I can recollect,
with a few observations. I wish I had more-I mean good
news-to communicate, for it would give me great pleasure
to gratify the Assembly. Whenever I shall receive any
inteUigence that is well authenticated, and I can be at
liberty to transmit it, you may depend upon havinu it.

I cOl)tinue to be, with great respect, your Hon~ur's and
the State's sincere friend and humble servant,

WM. ELLERY.
To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read October 15: Referred to Board of War.]

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 11, 1776.

SIR: I beg leave to inform you that since my letter of
the 8th and 9th instant, which I had the honour of address-
ing you, nothing of importance has occurred, except that
the ships of \var, which I then mentioned, in their passage
up the river took a sloop that was at anchor off the mouth
of Spl~tenDevil, and two of our row-gaJIeys, which they out-
sailed. The crews finding that they could not prevent them
faJling into the enemy's hands, run them near the shore and
effected their own escape. From the inte]]igence I have
received, the ships are now laying at Tarrytown, without
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having landed any men, which seemed to be apprehended
by some, nor attempted any thing else. Their principal
views in all probability are, to interrupt our navigation, and
to recei\'e such disaffected persons as incline to take part
against us. The former they will effp-ct beyond all ques-
tion, and I fear that their expectations respecting the latter.
will be but too fully answered.*

OctQber12th. The enclosed copy of a letter received last
night, from the Convention of this State, will show you the
apprehensions they are under on account of the disaffected
among them. I have ordered up part of the Militia from
the Massachusetts, under General Lincoln, to prevent, if
possible, the consequenceswhich they suggest may happen,
and which there is reason to believe the conspirators have
in contemplation. I am persuaded that they are upon the
eve of breakingout, and that they will leave nothing unes-
sayed that will distress us and favour the designs of the
enemy, as soon as their schemes are ripe for it.

October 13th. Yesterday the enp-my landed at Frog's
Point, about nine miles from hence, fartber up the Sound.
Their number we cannot ascertain, as they have not advanced
from the point, which is a kind of island; but the water that
surrounds it is fordable at low tide. I have ordered works
to be thrown up at the passesfrom the point to the main.
From the great number of sloops, schooners, and nine ships
that went up the Sound in the evening full of men, and
flom the information of two deserters who came over last
night, I have reason to believe that the greatest part of their
army has moved upwards, or is about to do it, pursuing their
original plan of getting in our rear, and cutting off our com-
munication with the country. The grounds from ji'rog's
Point are strong and defensible, being full of stone feRces,
both along the road and across the adjacent fields, which
will render it difficult for artillery, or indeed a large body of
foot, to advance in any regular order, except through the
main road. Our men, who al"eposted on the passes, seemed
to be in good spirits when I left them last night.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your most
obedient servant, G WO. ASHINGTON.

Committee pf Safety fo
.

r the State of N ew- Y ork, ~. Fishkill, October 10, 1776: 5
SIR: We received from Mr. Tilghman an account of the

enemy'sships having gone up the river, and have despatched
expresses to General Schuyler and General Clinton, agree-
able to your Excellency's request.

Nothing can be more alarming than the present situation
of our State. Weare daily getting the most autbentick
intelligence of bodies of men inlisted and armed in order to
assist the enemy. We much fear that they, cooperating
with the enemy, may seize such passes as will cut off all
communication between the army and us, and prevent your
supplies. We dare not trust any more of the Militia out of
this County. We have called for some aid from the two
adjoining ones; but beg leave to suggest to your Excellency
the propriety of sending a body of men to the Highlands or
Peekskill, to secure the passes and prevent insurrections,
and overawe the disaffected. We suppose your Excellency
has taken tbe necessary steps to prevent the landing of any
men from the ships, should they be so inclined, as no reli-
ance at all can be placed on the Militia of Westchester
County.

We are, most respectfully, your Excellency's most obedi-
ent and very humble servants. By order,

PETER R. LIVINGSTON, President.

To His ExeellencyGeneral Washington.

GENERAL ORDERS.
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 9, 1776.

(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)

The General positively forbids covering the bottoms of
tents with earth, as, in a few days, that situation must ren-
der them totally unfit for service. The Commanding officer

.. October11, 1776. There was a considerable movement among the
British boats below. This afternoon, General Washington's p]easure-
boat coming down the river with a fresh breeze, and a topsail hoisted,
was supposed b.l' the artillerists at "'flottnt Washington to be one of the
British tenders coming down; a twelve-pounder was discharged at her,
which was so exactly pointed as unfortunately to kill three .qmericaltS,
who were much lamented. The same day, several of General Lincoln's
regiments arrived, two of which were posted on the .Vorth River.-Heath.

of each corps will take care to see that this order is strictly
complied with in his own encampment. In order that the
regiments may get out of tents as soon as possible, the
Brigadiers may apply to the Quartermaster-General for
boards, and under his direction employ the spare time of
their men in building barracks, or huts, fit for winter use.
These huts, or barracks, are to be built with regularity.
The worksof defence are not to be retard~d by these b.uild-
ings: they are to be advanced by the men off duty, if tools
are to be had for them to work.

The respective Brigadiers are to inquire into the state of
the ammunition of their brigades, and every Colonel is to
have a box of spare cartridges to supply occasional defi-
cIencIes.

Edward Sherburne, Esq., is appointed Aid-dc-Camp to
General Sullivan, and is to be obeyed and respected ac-
cordingly.

David Dexter, Esq., is appointed to act as Brigade-
Major to the brigade under Colonel Lippet.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 10, 17.76.
(Paro1e, .) (Countersign, .)

If the weather is favourable to-morrow morning, the
General purposes to visit the troops at their alarm-posts.
Commanding officers of regiments, and others, are desired
to make themselves well acquainted with their alarm-posts,
and the best ways to them, and a]so with the ground in
general, upon which they may be called to act, so as to
avail themselves of every advantage. If officers do not
acquire this knowledge, they will miss the best opportunity
of distinguishing themselves and serving their country.

If there should be any bad weather, the greatest care is
to be taken of the arms and ammunition; and officers
must attend to it themselves,ol' from experience we know
there will be great danger of their being unfit for action.

Whenever any Field officer is sick, leaves the camp,
or by any" other means becomes incapable 'of duty, his
Brigade-Major is desired to signify it to the Adjutant-Gen-
eral; otherwise it is impossible to have the duty regularly
done.

Daniel ~Murphey,of Captain Edward's Company, Third
Pennsylvania Battalion; Thomas Dickens, of Captain
Hobby's Company, Colonel Ritzema's Regiment; John
Stone, of Captain Grubb's Company, Colonel Brodhead's
Battalion; all having been tried by a Court Martial, whereof
Colonel Weedon is President, and con victed of" desertion,"
are sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes each. The
above Daniel ~furphey having been convicted by the same
Court-Martial of " inlisting into another Regiment," is sen-
tenced to receive thirty-nine lashes for that offence.

The General approves the above sentences, and orders
them to be executed at the usual time and place.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 11, 1776.
(Paro]e, .) (Countersign, .)

Colonel Ewing, Lieutenant-Colonel Penrose, Major
Fitzgerald, Captains Thorne, Ballard, Packay, and Yates,
to sit as a Court of Inquiry into the conduct of Colonel
Van Cortlandt and Major Dey towards each other; to

meet this afternoon, at three o'clock, at the Court-Martial
room, 'and make report, as soon as possible, to the General.
Brigade-Majors to give them immediate notice.

Talmadge, Esq., is appointed Brigade-Major to
General Wadsworth, and is to be obeyed and respected
accordingly. .

As there is an absolute necessity for the business of the
army 10 be carried on with regularity, and to do this, that
the officers of each department should have the regulation
and direction of matters appertaining to their respective
offices, in order that they may become amenable to the
publick, or the Commander-in~Chief, when called upon, it
is hereby directed by the General, that no horse or wagon
shall be taken by any officer, of whatever rank, without
an order from Head-Quarters, the Quartermaster-General,
or "\Vap"onmaster-General. But when either are wanted
for regi~ental uses, the application shall go from the Com-
mandinO' officer of the regiment, in writing, to the Quarter-
master-Genera], or \Vagonrnaster-General, who will issue
his orders therefor; and if wanted for the despatch of pub-
lick business, the application to be made by the Engi-
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neer in writing. All teams belonging to the publick, or in
their pay, are to be delivered to the Quartermaster-General,
registerer!, and under his directi~n. .

The Quartermaster-General ]S to take especial care of all
grain and hay belonging to the publick, and see th.at none
of it is delivered but by his order; and as these artlcles are
scarce, it is ordered, that all officers whose duty does not
oblige them to be on horseback, dispose of the horses, or
send them out of cam p, immediately, as provender cannot
be spared for them on any pretence.

No boards are to be taken for the use of any brigade or
reO'iment without orders, nor delivered but by order of the
Q~artermaster-General, who is to make as equal a distribu-
tion amonO' the regiments as may be, and see they are put
to the besf use possible, and with as little waste, as there
may be difficulty in getting them. .

MutlJal complaints having been made by .Mr.1j'tsk, the
EnO'ineer and Mr. Kinsey, the 'Vagonmaster, against each
oth~r a' Court of Inquiry of three Captains and four
Subs: from General McDougall's Brigade, to sit, and report
the matter, with their opinion thereon, to m~et to-morrow
afternoon, at three o'clock, at the Court-Marllal room:

The General beinO' accidentally prevented from gomg to
the alarm-posts this ~ornifjg, if the weather is ~air he will
visit the troops to-morrow morning, accomp~lUed by the
General Officers. He hopes the whole line will tUrn out as
fullas possible. . . ~

The time of the Fatigue-men gomg out IS altered to
eiO'ht o'clock instead of seven. The men are to breakfast
b;fore the y O'O as the y are not to leave work on thatb

, . 1 haccount. The General hopes the officers wII exert t em-
selves to complete the works as fast as possible, that the
men may be the sooner covered.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 12, 1776.
(Parole, .) ,(Countersign, .)

The General orders that one man from every mess be
kept cookin" till there are provisions dressed for three days.
Tbe butcbe;s are also to keep killing.

RECRUITING INSTRUCTIONS.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heigbts, October 11, 1776.

SIR: You are immediately to inlist sllch of YOllr regi-
ment, or any otber troops raised in ~h~ Province ~f Penn-
sylvan£a, as are able of body and wl.llmg to enter mto ~he
service of tbe United States oj Amenca, lIpon the followmg
terms:

] st. Y Oll are not to inlist any but fi'eemen, able of body,
and under the age of fifty, carefully avoiding all pers~ns
labouring under any lameness or other defect of body preJu-
dicial to the service. If any such persons, or any boys, or
qecrepit persons are brought into t~e service, the officer
inlisting them will be chargeable with the expense they
may be to the publick.

2dly. You are not to in]ist any deserters from the army
of the'King of Great Britain, or persons of disaffected and
suspicious character, the American service having already
suffered greatly by the desertion of such per.sons.

.
3dly. You are to inlist men to serve durlll~ t.he contm-.

uance of the present war between Great Bntatn and the
States of Amer£ca, unless sooner discharged by proper
authority.

4thlv. The men inlisted by you are to be subject to the
rules a~d articles for the government of the army published
by Congress the 20th September, 1776, and are to sign
those articles.

As an encouraO'ement to sllch perSOM as shall inlist in
the above service~ you are authorized to engage, besides
the pay and provisions now allowed:

]st. Each soldier shall receive twenty dollars bounty
money, on beinu appmved by a Major-General, a Brigadier-
General or Colonel-Commandant of a Brigade., .

2dly. He shall also be entitled to one hundred acres of
land at the expiratioJl of bis inlistment, and in case of his
death in tbe service, his representatives will be entitled
thereto.

When any person is inlisted, you are, as soon as conve-
nient, to take him to some person duly authorized by the
above articles, to take the oath there prescribed.

I am, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Colonel Edward Hand.

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, Heights of Harlem, October 11, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I this morning received your favour of the
7th instant, and am to inform you that it is not in my power
to supply you witb a single nail, nor ~re. they to be pro-
cured in Ph£laddphia, as General Miifltn tells me, who
has just returned fi'om thence. For want of them, we are
buildinO' here huts of sods, laO's, &c., to cover the troops,
and wl~ch I am in hopes will ~lake a tolerable good shift.

Since my letter of yesterday, nothing has occurred, and
I have only to add, that I am, &c.,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

COLONEL REED TO MRS. REED.

Head-Quarters, October 11, 1776.

I wrote you some time ago, that I had acquainte~ Con-
gress with my intention to resign my office of AdJutant-
General. Every succeeding circumstance has confirmed
this sentiment, and I hope ere long to hear that my suc-
cessor is appointed. If my personal services were of su.ch
weiO'ht in the scale as to make it preponderate, no consid-
eration would make me quit the service, but as I. am ?f
opinion that some person may be found more s~llIed III
military matters, and of more temper to bear the rubs and
obstacles which ignorance and imprudence are const~ntly
throwing in my way, I think I may with a ~afe conSCI~nc.e
resign it into other hands. To attempt to mtroduce diSCI-
pline and subordination into a new army must always be a
work of much difficulty, but where the principles of ~Iemoc-
racy so universally prevail, where so ~reat an. equabty.an:!
so thorouO'h a levellinO' Spirit predommates, either no diSCI-/:) /:) .

bpline can be established, or he who attempts It mu?t ecome
odious and dete.:;table-a position which no one will choose.
It is impossible for anyone to have an idea of the complete
equality which exists between the officers and men who
compose the greater part of our troops. You may. form
some notion of it when I tell you that yesterday mornmg ~Captain of Horse, who attends the General from Connectt-
cut, was seen shaving one of his men on the parade near the
house. .

I have not yet any answer to my application, but expect
it as I have expressed myself of and to some people here
w'ith such freedom, after the affair of the] 5th of last month,
that I believe many of them wish me away.

You ask me what I propose to do. Jt is a difficult ques-
tion to answer. My idea is, shortly, thfs: that jf France or
some other foreign Power does not interfere, or some feuds
arise among the enemy's troops, we shall not be able to
stand them next spring. If we keep our ground this fall,
which we may do if a good supply of blankets and clothing
can be had, and there is no disappointment in the provision
to be made for the camp from the northward; but if the
enemy should make a vigourous push, I would not answer
for our success at any time. In the course of this winter it
will be seen what expectations can be had of the inter-
ference of a foreign Power, in which event I have no doubt
the liberties of America may be estab]ished on the most
permanent footing. Should this happen, as I never meant
to make arms a profession, my duty to you and my dpar
children will lead me to pursue that course of life which
will contribute most to their and your happiness; for though
I would wish to serve my country, and not spare myself in.
the w~rk, I have not the .least desire to sacrifice you and
them jo fame, even if I was sure to attain it. Should there
be no'such interference, my estate is no object of confisca-
tion: my rank is not so high as to make me an example, and
at all events, I'have only to set out in the world anew.

The accounts I have from Philadelphia are very unfa-
vourable. From wbat I can learn, there is a considerable
party for absolute and unconditional submission. Jcmmy
Allen was here the other day, to discover I suppose what
prospects we had, so that the party might take their mea-
sures acc9J'dingly. I fancy things did not please him, as a
person Iii\1st be in the secret to know the worst of 0111'
affairs. This letter, my dearest love, is written only for
your own eye. I shall write to Mr. Co,v,and give him
what little news we have. I am happiest when I have
none to send you, as I have so little expectation of sending
you what is good. My most sanguine views do not extend
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further than keeping our ground here till this campaign
closes. If the enemy inclines to press us, it is resolved to
risk an engagement, for if we cannot fight them on this
ground, we can on none in America. Tbe ships are the
only circumstance unfavourab]e to us here. We do not
see or hear any thing from the enemy which indicates a
speedy attack; but it is certain that if they intend it this
fall, they must do it soon.

GENERAL WADSWORTH TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULJ..

Camp near Harlem, October 11,1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Yesterday I received your letter of the
22d of August, and am now to inform your Honour that
previous to the arrival of the Militia I had sent recruiting
officers into Connecticut, but the marching of the Militia in
many places prevented the in]isting recruits. Soon after
the arrival of the Mi]itia, after advising with the Comman-
der-in-Chief, I gave orders for inlisting from the Mi]itia into
the regiments in my brigade; but as they did not expect to
be held for a long time, they soon, grew uneasy and very
few in]isted. At the time Major St. John arrived, one regi-
ment of my brigade was in the Jerseys, and has remained
there ever since, one was on Long-Island, and very soon
the residue was sent there; on the retreat, for some days
were in a very unsettled state; Major St. John was taken
sick and returned home, so that none of the tl'OOpShave
been mustered since we arrived here. The pay abstracts
have been called for and have heard of no objection, there-
fore believe no disadvantage will arise therefrom.

I herewith transmit to your Honour a return of my bri-
gade, made the 4th instant, by which you wiJI see the great
number of sick, who are some of them in the Jerseys, some
in camp in tents and huts, others scattered along the road
as far as Norwalk, many of them very illy provided with
covering, medicine, or even comfortable food for weak per-
sons. Have with me at the lines five regiments of the
brigade, and only one Surgeon's Mate present. Doctor
Cogswell and Mate, of Colonel Silliman's regiment, gone
horne sick; Doctor Crocker, of Colonel Sage's regiment,
gone out with the sick to Maroneck, his Mate sick in Jersey;
Doctor Jewet, of Colonel Selden's regiment, dismissed, his
Mate Norton gone home without leave; Doctor Potter,
of Colonel Douglas's regiment, gone out sick, his Mate in
camp; must, therefore, beg your kind interposition in
making some provision for the sick, as well officers (who
are many of them sick) as the soldiers, and were great
sufferers, and extratne]y fatigued in the retreat from New-
York, which provision if seasonably made, I cannot but
tbink may have a happy tendency to encourage the inlisting
the new army.

Am informed by Doctor Morgan he has wrote to your
Honour to procure and forward some Hospital stores, to be
delivered agreeable to his orders. Must beg if any are pro-
cured it may be put into the hands of some gentleman in
whom confidence can be placed for the delivery, and that
Doctor Morgan may not have the least concern with or
about them.

I am, with great truth and regard, YOUI'Honour's most
obedient, humble servant, JAMESWADSWORTH,Jun.
To Hon. Governour Trumbull.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GENERAL GATES.

October 11, 1776.

My DEAR GENERAL:. The enclosed I received last
evening, under cover from our mutual good friend Mr.
Gerry. The Tory interest is for General Schuyler.
Walter Livingston is to be nominal contractor, and Philip
Schuyler, Major-General, real contractor. That Livingston
will take the contract, is now ascertained by his letter to me
the 8th instant.

I am, with great esteem and affection, dear Genera], your
most humble servant, Jos. TRUMBULL.

General Lee is to be here this evening. He left Phila-
delphia the 8th.

EBENEZER HAZARD TO GENERAL GATES.

Heights of Harlem, October 11, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have at last received a letter from

you, and am obliged to you for it, but I could not find the
man from whom I was to receive all the intelligence. An-
other misfortune is that General Lee has been to the south-
ward for severa] mooths past, so that I could not apply to
him for any. He is expected here to-day. I expect our
friend Gordon will be with you by the time this reaches
you. The history of the enemy's landing on Long-Island,
their making regular approaches to our weak lines, which a
council of war declared untenable, and determined to
evacuate, our excellent retreat from Long-Island, and the
evacuation of New- York, you have doubtless had already.
Weare now here, and if general orders may be credited,
here we are determined to stand.

The enemy appear rather shy since a drubbing they got
some weeks ago. The Hessians and British troops dis-
agree, and are kept entirely separate. The latter do not
like the former's being allowed to plunder while they are
prohibited from doing it. Those rascals plunder all indis-
criminately; if they see any thing they like, they say,
"Rebe], good for Hesse-mans," and sei~e it for their own
use. They have no idea between the distinctions of Whig
and Tory. I have been credibly informed that a Tory
complained to Genera] Howe of his baving been plundered
by the Hessians, and that the General said, "there was no
avoiding it, it was tbeir manner of fighting."

All the accounts we have from abroad agree in the friendly
disposition of France and Spain towards America. Tell
my friend Tennent to show you my letter to him; there are
some articles of intelligence in it, which, as the post waits,
I have not time to write here.

Much love to the Vicar of Roxbury, and believe me to
be, dear sir, yours affectionately,

EBEN. HAZARD.

To Major-Genera] Gates.

GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNOUR. COOKE.

Fort Constitution, October 11, 1776.

SIR: His Excellency Genera] Washington will transmit
YOll a list of officers to constitute the two regiments to be
raised by your State. The most of those officers are gen-
tlemen whose conduct has been approved by those under
whom they served. The success of the cause, the defeat
of the enemy, the honour of the State, and the reputation
of the army, altogether depends upon tbe establishing a
good corps of officers. My little experience has fully con-
vinced me that without more attention is paid by the dif-
erent States in the appointment of the officers, the troops
never will answer their expectation. I hope, as every
thing that is dear and valuable is at stake, that no popu-
Jar prejudices, nor family connexions, will influence the
House in tbe election of the officers for the new army.
I am sensible that America has as good materials to form
an army as any State in the world. But without a good
set of officers, the troops will be little better than a law]ess .
banditti, or an ungovernable mob. The Americans possess
as much natural bravery as any people upon earth, but habit
must form the soldier. He who expects men brought from
the tender scenes of domestick life can meet danger and
death with a becoming fortitude, is a strangel' to the human
heart. There is nothing that can get the better of that
active principle of self-preservation but a proper sentiment
of pride, or being often accustomed to danger. As the
principle of pride is not predominant enough in the minds
of the common soldiery, the force of habit must be called
in to its aid to get the better of our natural fears, ever
alarmed at the approach of danger.

There has been, it must be confessed, some shameful con-
duct in this army this campaign, in a great measure owing
to the bad conduct of the officers. r have neither seen
nor heard of one instance of cowardice among the old
troops where they had good officers to lead them on. In
the last action every regiment behaved with a becoming
spirit, especially Colonel Hitchcock's, and Colonel Namun's.
I don't wish to see an officer in the army but such as have
a regard for their reputation, who feels a sentiment of
honour, and is ambitious of distinguishing himself. Such will
answer the publicI. expectation, and be an honour to the
State that sent him.

Colonel Varnum, from the treatment he has met with
from Congress, has taken the resolution of leaving the army.
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The Colony are generally acquainted wi!h his abilities, that
he stands in no need of recommendation. Perhaps the
House may think proper to reelect him, and giv~ bim tbe
opportunity to refuse tbe appointment, as a comphment due
to bis past services. Colonel Cornwall and Colonel Carey,
you observe, are botb left out in the General's arrange~ent ;
tbey were botb in the late action, and behaved exceedmgly
well but as tbere is a reduction of regiments, 'tis, not pos-
sibl: to accommodate the whole, and there is a preference
given by the under officers, tbough they never have been
consulted upon this occasion. His Exc.ellency has put
down only such as appears deserving, without consultmg
tbem upon the subject, to know whether they would Serve
or not. The House will appoint such, and so many, of
those recommended as they shall think proper, and ~ll the
vacancies of their own choice. But I hope there wijl be
none in the arrangement but men of merit.

The several retreats and evacuations that have taken
place this campaign, without doubt has ala~med the fears
of the timid and aroused their apprehensIon of an ~p-
proaching ruin. The source of tbese misfortunes have ong-
inated from several causes. The strength of the enemy far
exceeded the expectations of Congress, the late seas~n that
they attempted to call in a reinforcement to our aid, the
many delays that took place among the di.fferent States. in
furnishing their proportion, protracted the tIme of collecung
the forces tOl1ether to such a degree that when the enemy
had their wh~le strength together, ours in diffel'~nt d.etach-
ments were far inferiour to theirs. With a force mfenour to
the enemy in number, with troops that were mostly raw
and undisciplined, with young and ignorant officers, w~at
could be expected against old, experienced officers with
veteran troops to command, short of what has taken place,
especially when you take in the idea of the extent of
ground we had to guard, and the assistance the enemy
received from their ships, owing to the situation of the posts
we occupied? The Militia has come and gone in such
shoals, that his Excellency could never tell scarcely two
days together the s!rength he had at anyone. post.

If the different States complete the estabhshment agree-
able to the resolves of Congress, and the troops come well
officered, (for on that the whole depends,) I have not the
least doubt in my own mind, but that in a few months we
shall be able to seek the enemy instead of they us. I know
our men are more than equal to theirs, and were our officers
equal to our men, we should have nothing to fear from the
best troops in the world. I do not mean to derogate from
the worth and merit of all the officers in the army. We
have many that are in the service deserving the higbest
applause, and has served with reputation and honour to
themselves and tbe State that sent them; and I am happy
that I have it to say that the Rhode-Island regiments
hitberto are amongst this number.

Three of the enemy's ships passed the chevanx-de-frise,
in the North River, and went up to Topan-Bay. Our
army are so strongly fortified, and so much out of tbe com-
mand of the shipping, we have little. more to fear. this.cam-
paign. The troops have b~en and still a~e exceedmg slcklr.
The same disorder rages m tbe enemy s camp as does m
ours, but is much more mortal. Nothing new from the
Northern army.

I am, with great esteem, your 'obedient servant,
N ATH. GREENE.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Montgomery, October 11, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: As the officers in the Second J.Vew-York

have never received their commissions, I have sent Lieuten-
ant Smith for them, agreeable to a list I formerJ~ gave to
Mr. ~ltlcKesson, Secretary. I know of no alteration to be
made, except that Gilbert Livingston is appointed Ensign
in Captain Swartwout's company, in the room of .Mr.
Finch, who resigned. His commission ought to bear date
the 1st of September last. If' you approve of the young
man, I believe he is deserving of tbe same.

I alii, I1entlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
'" JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

To the President of tbe Provincial Congress of the State of
New- York.

PETER R. LIVINGSTON TO THE NEW-YORK DELEGATES IN

CONGRESS. .

Fishkill, October 11, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Convention pleased themse1ves with
the expectation of receiving one hundred thousand dollars,
advanced by the honourable Continental Congress to this
State, by the 3d instant, agreeable to your favourof the 20th
ultimo. Such is the state of our finances and of the pub-
lick cJaims, that we severely feel a disappointment for
which we are unable to account.

The Committee of Safety have therefol'e resolved to dis-
patch their Deputy Treasurer, Mr. Bancker, accompanied
by Colonel Birdsall, to receive and conduct the money to
this place with all possible expedition; and I am directed
to request you to give them all the despatch in your power.
The enclosed resolution of the Committee of Safety will
sufficiently authorize tbe genllemen to trapsact this business.

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant,

PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

To the honourable the New- York Delegates at Continental
Congress.

In Comn}ittee of Safety for t
.

,he State O

.

f New-York, ~
Fishkill, October 11, 1776. 5

Resolved, and Ordered, That Mr. Gerard Bancker, the
Deputy Treasurer of this Slate, proceed to Philadelphia,
and apply to the Delegates of this State to receive the money
lately voted to this Convention by Congress. That Mr.
Bancker's receipt shall be a sufficie.nt discharge for such
sum as he may receive on account of this State in pursuance
of this order.

That Mr. 13ancker take to his assistanceColonel Bird-
sall, aod that he be and is hereby authorized from time to
time to procureaoy other guard or further assistancehe shall
think necessary for the safe conveyance of the said mOney
to tbe Treasury of this State.

Extract from the Minutes:
JOHN McKESSON,Secretary.

COMFORT SANDS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE NEW-YORK

CONVENTION.

Fishkill, October 11, 1776.

SIR: Some days .ago I applied to the Convention to fix
the allowance for Colonel Palmer and Colonel Nicoll's
services, for superintending the transportation of the cannon.
I was told by the Secretary that the Convention considered
them as mem'bers in their service, and as such they would
of course be paid by the County; that they had agreed
to allow them ten shillings per day for extra services.
Colonel Palmer is now here in order to settle that account.
I told him the resolution of the Convention. He answered
that he had not charged the County for tbe time he was in
that service, and that he thought it would be unjust to
charge the County for services done the Continent. I beg
your direction how I must settle this matter, and am, sir,
your very humble servant,

CO~fORT SANDS.

To Peter R. ~ivingston, Esq., President of the Conven-
tion of the State of New- York.

JOHN JAY TO EDWARD RUTLEDGE,.

Fishkill, October 11, 1776.

DEAR RUTLEDGE: Be s() kind as to forward the enclosed
by the first opportunity to your brother. It is in answer to
one fi'om him to Messrs. Duane, William Livingston, and
myself, mentioning the losses sustained by General Lee in
consequenceof entering into tbe American service, and
recommending a compliance with the resolution Qf Congress
for indemnifying him. As he has doubtless written to you.
on the subject, I forbear enlarging on the propriety, policy,
or j~lstice of the measure. I am, for my own part, clear for
it, and wish with all my heart that it may take place. I
shall write to my colleagues on the subject.

Let no considerations induce you to excuse General
ltl:iJfiinfrom the office of Quartermaster-General. ltloylalJ
acted wiseJy and honestly in resigning. Try no new ex-
periments. You have paid for the last. Let me repeat it,
keep MijJlin. . ,

...
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Although extremely an.xious to be with you, the circum-
stances of this State .will not admit of my leaving it. Gov-
emour Tryon bas been very miscbievous, and we find our
handsfull in counteracting and suppressing tbe conspiracies
formed by him and bis adberents.

What is your fleet and noble Admiral doing? What
meekness of wisdom, and what tender-hearted charity! 1
can't think of it with patience. Nothing but more than
ladylike delicacy could have prevailed on your august body
to seCl'etethe sentence they passed upon that pretty genius.
J reprobate such mincing, little, zigzag ways of doing busi-
ness. Either openly acquit o~ openly condemn.

If General Lee should be at Philadelphia, pray hasten
his departure-he is much wanted at New- York. J wish
OUl'army well stationed in the Highlands, and all the lower
country desolated. We might then bid defiance to all the
further efforts of tl~ enemy on that quarter.

I am, my dear Rutledge, your friend,
JOHN JAY.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULJ"

Albany, October 11, 1776.

SIR: J am honomed with your favour of the 7th instant.
As J have not any list of the officers' names from your
Colony, except those of Colonel Bun'ell's regiment, any
thing I can say must be confined to them; and shall in a few
days transmit you some account of them.

I find by private letters from gentlemen in Congress to
their friends, that they approve of the step I have taken in
resigning, because of the ill treatment that has been given
to me, a treatment which Congress ought not to have given,
even if there had been no doubt of my guiJt, until I had
been heard. But I thank my God that I have a soul above

that resentment which would involve in it a prejudice to my
country, and I hope to teach my countrymen by my conduct
under this unjust persecution, that it is the duty of a good
citizen only to justify himself, and not to sacrifice the weal
of the State to any considerations whatever.

I am, with every wish that flows from esteem and regard,
sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To Hon. Jonathan Tmmbull, Esq., &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.
Albany, October 11, 1776.

DEAR SlIt: On Tuesday morning, Mr. Gordon delivered
me your letter of the 4th instant. I have been so much
indisposed with a violent rheumatick attack in the head and
stomach that I have not been able to write since.

By Sergeant Stiles's information, it seems probable that
the enemy still mean to attempt crossing the lake this
campaign. They have not above three weeks, however,
to do it in; at least I should think so.

In mine of the ad instant, I gave you my reasons for not
moving Dayton's, or any troops from the Mohawk river.
On Tuesday I received a letter from Colonel Dayton; by
the intelligence it contained, and by the information Majol'
Barber gave me, who brought the letter, I hope the neces-
sity of keeping Dayton's corps in that quarter is superseded,
and he is ordered to Fort George with the utmost despatch.
Had I not received this information, I certainly should not
have moved a man from that quarter, notwithstanding you
say" that no good reason could retard the immediate march
of Colonel Day ton's Jegiment to Fort George." Because
I well knew that for want of proper information, you could
be no judge whether they were or were not necessary there.

I was excessively alarmed at that paragraph in your
letter, where you say, "by my last return you, will clearly
see one half of this army are sick," &c., until r recurred to
the return, which convinced me of your mistake; for by it
it appears that to the northward of Fort George and
Skenesborouglt were at that time near nine thousand effect-
ives, officers included, if Phinney's joined.

I have just received a letter from Captain Yates, Assistant
Deputy Quartermaster-General. He informs me that the
troops that were employed on the road to Cheshire's are all
ordered away; if so, the road will not be finished this cam-
paieTn, for I have repeatedly assured you that there are no
me~ here. Dayton's, at the very soonest, cannot be there

in Jess than a fortnight; you will therefore sen d two hundred
men to Cheshire's without delay, with orders to put them-
selves under the command ofColonel1Vynkoop, who is going
up to-day.

The powder is passed this, and I hope wi]] arrive safe.
It was sent in a very bad condition from P ltiladelphia.

Please to send an Engineer to Cheshire's, to give direc-
tions for a picket fort round tbe store and barracks. If he
cannot be spared for any considerabJe time, he need not
remain. It will suffice to give instructions' to Colonel
Wynkoop.

You will pJease to order the depth of the lake in the
channel, from Skenesborollgh to the bay in front of Crown
Point, to be cilrefully sounded, tbat we may be able to
determine what vessels may be borne on it. As I have
long since mentioned to Congress tbe necessity of construct-
ing Jarge vessels on Lake Champlain, you will probably
receive their orders to prepare for it. It is pity, therefore,
that such of the ship carpenters as were fit for service are
discharged. I supposethey could not be prevailed on to
stay.

Pray send Colonel Lewis down with all despatch, as the
service will greatly suffer if he should not arrive here before
I go to Philadelphia, which will probably be in a very few
days, at most not above a fortnight.

I promise you if I am in Congress, you, or whoever may
command in this department, will have more attention paid
you than I have had, if I can in anywise induceothers to
be of my .opinion.

I am, dear General, very sincerely, your obedient, humble
servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To Hon. General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Tyonderoga, October 11, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL : Your favours of the 3d and 5th instant
are now before me. Nothing remarkable has lately hap-
pened in this quarter. Enclosed is a letter I received last
night fi'om General Arnold; by that you will find the fleet
were well the 7th instant. The fourth row-galley will sail
from hence on Monday, as all the rigging, cables, &c., are
arrived. When she joins the fleet, our whole naval force will
be collected. The nights are getting long and cold, and if
General Carleton is not with us in a fortnight, I suspect he
will take up his winter quarters in Canada. Two of our
prisoners have lately escaped from the enemy; they went
to Cohos, from whence I daily expect them; as soon as
they come here I shall despatch them to Albany.

Surely General Howe does not mean to stop at Harlem;
if he does, his ruin is not very far off. I must desire you to
urge it with the Commissioners from Congress to order bar-
racks for six hundred men to be built at Schenectady, and
double that number at Albany, provided there is not already
sufficient covering for that number there. Three thousand
men, officers included, are as few as ought to be posted for
the winter upon the Mohawk river, Albany, and the different
posts between Ty and Fort Stanwix.

I shall write to you more fully in a few days, being too
milch employedat present to add more than to assure you,
dear General, I am yoU\' affectionate, humble servant,

Ho. GATES.
To Hon. .Major-General Schuyler.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, October 11, 1776.
HONOURED SIR: J understand General Arnold has wrote

to you for tlie guns I have here. It is well known to your

Honour that we had. the greatest search after them. We
sp~nt much time and labour in digging them from under
rUll1S of wood and earth, where they lay long, and mi"ht
ha ve remained there had it not been for us. We cut a
road, and with much trouble have got the necessary appa-
ratus to work them. Though they may not be so useful as is
generally imagined, yet it gives confidence to troops to have
artillery, and the want of it has a contrary effect, especially
among young troops. The little experience I have had has
given me to understand so much. I have a batter v and.
platform for six guns, and which guns of this size best suit.
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AU my expectations are in some measure blasted if the
artillery is taken from us. I shall consider that we have
spent much time and labour to the great inconvenience of
my men, to very little pmpose, if we lose our guns now. I
know what we have done is not considered of great conse-
quence; I do not mean it should, but this I am confident of,
that the little works we have, with the artillery, will be
sufficient to secure one hundred or one hundred and fifty
men against any party of light troops that might be sent
here this fall or winter, or at least till they could be relieved.

I understand they talk of replacing them with six-poun-
ders. They will be the refuse, I presume. They will
probably not suit my battery. I hope the fleet may be sup-
plied in another way. I make no doubt you will do what
is proper in this affair. General Arnold could not have
been acquainted with these circumstances.

I am willing to do any thing in my power for the pub]ick
good, but I cannot conceive that though the works here are
not strengthened, they should be weakened by taking away
the guns we have, or by replacing them with guns which
perhaps we might do as well without.. I beg you will not
be offended at my freedom, as I consIder myself and my
people much interested.

I am, with the greatest
humble servant,

To General Gates.

respect, your most obedient,

THOS. HARTLEY.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, October 11, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of your favour proposing a descent
on Long-Island, although I was so unhappy as not to be
able tQ meet Generals Clinton and Lincoln at this place as
requested, I applied to the State of Rhode-Island and
obtained their consent and orders that Colonel Richmond,
and such part of his battalion' as shall not inlist on board the
Continental vessels, should assist in the enterprise. Colonel
Richmond will accordingly begin his march this day for
New-London, and bring with him the whale-boats collected
in JUassachusetts-Bay and Rhode-Island, to the number of
between eighty and ninety, which it is apprehended will
be of great use tp the troops ordered on this service,
especially to secure and assist their retreat should it be
attempted to be cut off. When Colonel Richmond arrives
at New-London, he has orders to put himself under the
command of such General Officer as your Excellency shall
appoint.

I have this day conferred with Colonels JJfcIntosh and
Livingston on the subject; they inform me that they are
supplied with provisions and ammunition for their purpose,
and only want such a number of water-craft as, with the
whale-boats divided into three parts, that in the whole may
/je sufficient to transport twelve hundred men, as he means
each division to be so placed at the inlets to the island, as
if cut off from one he may resort to the other to make his
retreat sure, if necessary. These I have ordered for him,
and dare say will be provided, and ready without delay.
The number of men he proposes to set out with will
doubtless be sufficient for his first attempts, but what rein-
forcements will be necessary soon to follow to answer every
purpose, your Excellency will judge. They may be thrown
over from Stamford or N01'waZk very soon if placed there.

I am apprehensive lest some difficulties may arise with
respect to the command of this detachment. Colonel
JJfcIntosh is a superiour officer to Lieutenant-Colonel Liv-

. ingston, and R_ichmond is superiour in rank to both. Colo-
nel Livingston appears to be a young gentleman of real
spirit and abilities, and has every advantage in his knowledge

_of the island and the people there. The other gentlemen
'"have also their merits. May not a difficulty arise as to the

command? I hope there will not, as the gentlemen are all
well disposed. thope they will all cooperate to the best
advantage of the whole. What is further necessary to
render their operations effectual, you will please to consider
and direct. .

Our naval expedition against the ships of the enemy in
the Sound is still in contemplation, and preparations are
making for the same as fast as we can. Commodore
Hopkins writes me the 5th instant, that ihe Alfred and
Ha>npden are ready, and that the two new frigates there
would be ready in about a week, if they can be manned,

neither of them having more than ha]f of their complement
at that time. OUI ship and brigantine wi]], we trust, be
ready to join them, and when they are equipped it is pro-
posed that they first attack the two frigates that infest the
coast and Sound, if they, or either of them, shall appear in
their way. Otherwise they will proceed directly up the
Sound and give the best account they can of the ships this
side of Hell-Gate, which is the principal object.

I am now informed that the two frigates and the Alfred
are manned from Colonel Richmond's regiment, which I
hope will prove true; but if not, am in hopes they may be
completed by volunteers from Richmond and New-London.
But if they should still fall short of their full complement, I
beg leave to suggest to your Excellency, whether they
could not without inconveniency be filled up from some
parts of your army, unless the row-galley men, by the
enemy's ships passing up North River, are rendered useless,
in wbich case they may be ordered to some proper place
along Sound for Commodore Hopkins to take them in. I
have given Commodore IIopkins the utmost assU/'ance to
give him all possible intelligence from time to time, of the
enemy's ships of force this side of Hell-Gate, that he may
be apprised what he has to encounter. To that purpose I beg
leave to suggest to your Excellency to give orders to such
commanders of the guards or posts in sight of the enemy's
ships, to give me intelligence of their force, sitUation, and
motions, or whether and when joined by any other of the
enemy's ships through Hell-Gate. I have heard that one
twenty-four gun ship of the enemy has already passed
through to them.

Since my last from Commodore Hopkins, am informed
that the Columbus, Captain Whipple, has arrived in port at
Rhode-Island. Have wrote to bim to take her with him,
which will make considerable addition to his force. Please
to afford me your advice and fuUest information. I cannot
but flatter myself with strong hopes of advantages to be
derived from this adventUre of our ships, as well as the
expedition to Long-Island; secrecy in both is of utmost
im portance.

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most
obedient humble st:rvant, J TONTH. Ru~mULL.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Head-Quar-
ters, Heights of Harlem.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of _
Connecticut, at New-Haven, Octeber 11th, 1776, present,
his Honour the Governour, his Honour the DepUty Gov-
ernour, Eliplwlet Dyer, Jabez Huntington, Titus Hosmer,
William Hill/wase, Benjamin Huntington, Esqrs.

A consultation was had concernincr the expedition of
Colonels Richmond and Livingston to"'Long-Island, and a
mode of preparation adopted, which his Honour the Gov-
ernour took in hand, to give the necessary orders, &c.
with all possible secrecy; and 1\11'.Shaw was sent home
with orders to forward said expedition as fast as possible.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COMMODORE HOPKIN,!.

New-Haven, October 11, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of the 5th instant came safe to hand,
in which YOll inlarm me that the Alfred and Hampden are
ready, and the two new frigates you expect will be ready
in about a week. I hope no attention or dilicrence will be
wanting to have them prepared by that ti~e, and shall
endea~our that there be no delay as to ours, though am
necessItated to apply to you or your State, to furnish a
quantity of shot lor our ships. We have the round, but
double-beaded chain sliding, and star shot we have none;
hope you can supply what will be wanting for the present.
We have sent to our furnace for them, but fear it will be
impossible to have them ready at New-London by the time
they may be wanted for the present expedition, but may
be ready to be replaced if necessary, very soon after. The
size of the cannon for which we shall want them are nine-
pounders. I understand the Columbus is now in port. if so
cannot she join your squadron? for no force ouO"ht'to b;
omitted which human foresight can devise to r~nder our
ships as sure as may be at this critical time with our army as
this expedition, jf successful, may much disconcert the ene~lY'
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Since my last to you, there has been tWO more frigates
up the Sound as far as against Saybrook, but suppose are
now retQrIJedtowards Block-Island; how far they or either
of th~m may be the object of your attention, shall submit.
No doubt, there ought to be a spy upon them out from
New-port or New-London, or both, to watch and give intelli-
gence of their motions, and if they, or either of them, may
be decoyed in so as to fall in your way, and the force from
New-London to join you at an appointed time or signal
given, perhaps you may first give a good account of them
before you proceed up the Sound, which by the way, is the
main object.

I have employed Captain Shaw, the bearer hereof, to
confer with you on the subject, and acquaint you from time
to time, with every occurrence, and see that every prepara-
tion is made on our part, and give every necessary intelli-
gence and assistance, as it will be difficult for me to do by
letters, and at this distance, where I may be detained with
the Assembly for a fortnight or three weeks.

The expeditiQn on L,ong-Island set forw[ird by General
Washington, will be conducted by Colonels ~lclntosh and
Lil!ingston, and Richmond if he joins them. I have
requested Colond Livingston as soon as he arrives 0[1
Long-Island, to employ trusty spies along the south side to
watch the motion of the enemy's ships from New- York,
and give speedy intelligence, if there is any appearance of
their coming round the island, that you may have the
earliest notice if any such matter should b<lppen.

We hear that your ships are now manned from Colonel
Richmond's regiment; if any failure on that account, I hope
numbers of vol!1ntetJrsmay be found at Rhode-Island and
New-LoruJo'TJ; but if still wanting, there may possiblybe
a complement thro\Yn aboard [rqm General W(lshington's
army upon a sudden occasion, and for so short a time as
they might be wanted if timely notice is sent forward to
General W(lshington of their being wanted. I unclel'$tanq
Jhere is a twenty-four gUn ship got through Hdl-Gate, and
joined the two frigates, though now one lies at HlJntington,
a considerable distance. I shall endeavour to gain every
intelligence in my power, and acquaint you with any altera-
tion or reinforcement which may happen there.

I am, with esteem and regard, sir, your obedient, humble
servant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.

To Hon. Commodore Hopkins.
P. S. Shall yield you my assistance of excuse to Con-

gress; the good of the se1'Viceis their object, as I am sure
it is yours.

MEMORIAL OF STONINGTON (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE.

To the honourable the General Assembly nOWsitting at
NEW-HAVEN:'

.

The Memorial of the Committee of Correspondence and
Inspection of the town of STONINGTON,and sundry of the
inhabitants of said town, most humbly showeth :
That whereas your Honours thought fit, in your last ses-

sion in May, to grant for the defence and protection of this
place, a Captain and ninety men, since which, one half
have .been ordered to New-London. Your Honours may
rememb~r, that this tQwn is the only one in this State that
has r~ceived any damage from those sons of tyranny and
despotism, sent by that more tha.o ~avage tyrant George IIL,
to depriveus of those inalienablerights that the Supreme
Gov. ernour of heaven and earth has invested us with:. ~.

- -
. .

- - - -
. ~.

'.'

..
- -

.-

YaLII' memorialists therefore pray that the number of men
ordered [lnd destined as above, may still be continued; and
the two eighteen-pounders and four twelve-pounders, and
shot, &c., that were ordered in your former session for tbis
place, may be delivered as soon as possible, as the harbour
is perhaps more used by coa,ters, and vessels bound to sea,
than any harbour in this State; and is a place of great con-
sequence, not only to this, but other States. We therefore
beg leave to inform your Honours that sever[ll vessels have
lately been chased into this harbour by the King's ships,
and have here been protected.

Your memorialists further pray, that the three large can-
non, (now at New-London,) belonging to this town, be
lik(>wise ordered to this p]ace; and the two field -pieces tlmt
were lent by this town to the town of New-London, be
ordered back to the town of Stonington. We therefore

flatter ourselves that this oUr most rejlsonablerequestwill
be granted. And YOllr memorialists, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray.

StQn.ington, October 11, 1776.

NATHA,NIEL MINOR, JOHN DENISON,

PAUL W HEELER, HENRY BABCOCK,

JOHN BRow, Jun., SIMON RHODES,

, Committee.
Joseph Denison, John Hancox, John Denison,
Alexander Bradford, Sam'l Chesebrough, Joseph Champlin,
Robert Stanton, )l,lo.es Brumley, Walter Palmer,
Nathan Palmer, Jonathan Gray, Jedediah Thompson,
Nathaniel Palmer, William Stak, 'f]lQmas Palmer,
Nathan Palmer, Jr., Henry Burtich, Pavid Thompson,
John Daviss, Wm. Chesebrough, Charles Thompson,
Andrew Palmer, James Palmer, William Thompson,
Michael Ash, Nathaniel Crandall, Joseph Vincent,
Lemuel Dewey, Jared Crandall, Nathaniel Fanning,
John Ratbun, Rufus Palmer, Thomas Leeds,
John Ratbun, Jr., Elijah Palmer, Phine&s StaQton, Jr.,
Peleg Brown, Thomas Stanton,4th, Stephen nahcocj{,
Elisha Denis(Jn, Asa Lewis, Joseph Page,
Asa Palmer, Nathan Hinckley, Gilbert Fanning,
Edward HI;lncox,Jr., Elijah Hinckley, DanieI Hobart,
Oliver Hilliard, John Rock, John CottOQRossjter,
Johri Dodge, James Noyes, Jr., Eliphalet Hobart,
Peter Crflry, Edward Crosby, James Hancox,
Clement Minor, Wiatt Hinckley, Jlihn Haile}',
NabothChesebrough,Elihu Babcock, Peleg Chesebrough,
John Minor, 2d, George Batolph, Nathaniel Fellow.,
John Newman, Abel Hinckley, Nathl. Fellows, Jun.,
Andrew Brown, James Noyes, Simeon Hiscox,
E]kanah Cobb, Peleg Noyes, ThoIIlM Hiscox,
Samuel Salterlee, John Randall, Israel Lewis,
Sands Niles, Eliphalet Budington, Sylvester Pendleton,
ThoIIlas Robipson, James Cornish, Akors Sheffield,
John DenisQn, 5th, John Breed, Jr., William Palmer,
Elijah Utley, Isaac Brown, Eliph.Budington,Jr.,
James Tripp, Fish Brown, Charles Welch,
Edward Ells, Hemsted Minor, Job Taylor,
Zeb'n Chesebrough, Thomas Randall, Wmiam Scovill.

Rejected in both
Attest:
Test:

Houses.
BEN-1AMIN .Hq~INQTON, Clf!rk.
GEQR,Gj; Wgt;.YS, &r:retqry.

PETITION OF THE; TOWN OF G:ttQTON, CQNNECTICfJT,

To the honourable General A~sembly of the State of CON.
NECTICUT, to be hdd at Nf:w-flAVEN, on the second
TpURSDAyofOC'.l'oB/CR, A. D. n76.

We, your Honours' petitioners, being often alarmed by
the appearance of more or less of the King of Great Brit-
ain's ships coming near the barbeur of New-London, and
do not know how spon they will come into our harbour,
or land a number of troops, and ravage the country near it;
and as your Honours are fully acquainted with the sea-
coast near this harbour being very much stripped of men,
both for the army and navy, for which reasons we, your
Honour's petitioners, beg leave to entreat of your Honours
to give the necessary orders for the First Company of
Militia belonging to ihis town to return home, that bolh
their and our wives and chi]dren may be partly relieved
fi'om the very great anxiety they are now in. And your
humble petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.

Groton, October 11, 1776.
John Williams, Ebenezer Ledyard, Elisha Brown,
Ezekiel I?arley ,Edward Jefft'ey, Thon1as Lester,
Luke Perkins, James Street, Benjamin Bill,
Vine Starr, . William Ledyard, Samud Lester,
Richard Starr, Ebenezer Avery, 3d, Nicholas St"rr,
Nathan Forsith, Elnathan Perj{ins, William Wood,
James Starr, Joseph Latham, Daniel Latham,
Jasper Latham, Jonathan Latham, Thomas Chester,
Walter Budington, Christopher L!ltham, David A very,
Ebenezer Budmg(on, Ebenezer Avery, James Avery.

New-London, October 11, 1776.

A ship, burden two hundred and twenty-five tons, taken
by Captain Thomas Nickerson, in the privateer sloop
America, belonging to Plymouth, was last week brought
into a port in this State. The privateer had been only
seven days out wben she took this prize, and was left in
chase of another. The cargo of this ship is as follows, viz:
two hundred hogsheads of sugar, one hundred puncheons of
rum, ~;enty casks of Madeira wine, a quantity of logwood
and mahogany. .

co~mIODOIlE F!:OPKJNS TO l)ANIEL TILLINGHAST.

Newport, October 11,1776.

Sl~.: The bearer is a lady on board the Cabot's prize,
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Lowther. Should be glad you will take care to provide her
such lodgings as are suitable to her, and see that she is
treated every other way as a woman of character, and you
will oblige yours, at command,

E HSEK OPKINS.

To Daniel Tillinghast, Esq., Agent for the Continental
Fleet.

Mrs. Briggs presents her most respectful compliments to
Admiral Hopkins, returns him her best thanks for his polite
offer of providing her a lodging; but being a little indisposed,
and Captain Hamilton proposing to sail with the first fair
wind, thinks it best to go up with him, as he has behaved
in the kindest manner. Mrs. B. will be much obliged to
Admiral Hopkins if he will take the trouble of writing a
line with her to Providence.

Thursday afternoon.

JOHN AVERY TO E. THOMPSON.

CounciJ Chamber, Watertown, Octoberll, 1776,

SIR: I am directed by the honourable Council of this
State to apply to you for a number of commissions for com-
manders of armed vessels, authorizing them to cruise upon
the enemies of America, signed by the President of Con-
gress. As this office is exhausted of those impOJ'tantpapers,
please to send me by the bearer as many as you can spare,
and as many bonds, and they shall be refunded as soon as
n sufficient number shaH arrive from Philadelphia, which
are hourly expected.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your very humble servant,
JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secl'etal'Y,

To the Secretary of the State of New-Hampshire.

JOHN HANSON, JUN., TO MAIITLANJ) COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Frederick-Town,October 12, 1776.

SIR: The money sent for the support of the prisoners is
very nearly expended,and as this will be a good opportu-
nity by Mr. Saw to send up some more, I hope it will be
done; and am, sir, your most humble servant,

JOHN HANSON, Jun.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

}!ALTIMORE COMMITTEE.

At a specia1meeting of the Committee on Saturday, 1~th
October, 1776,

Present; Samuel Purviance, Chairman; William Lux,
Vice Chairman; W. Buchanan, B. Nicholson, T. Rutter,
W. Aisquith, J. Calhoun.

Information being given to the Committee on oath, by
Mr. David Evans, that Francis Sanderson had, in a con-
versation with him, spoken words" tending to disunite the
good people of this State in the present opposition to Great-
Britain;" by order of the Committee, October 12, 1776,
Francis Sanderson is required to attend this Committee at
Mr. Purviance's, immediately, to answer a compJaint ex-
hibited against him for several words spoken by him, and
tending to disunite the people of this State in their present
opposition to Great Britain. And in case he don't attend,
Captain Cox is directed to bring him by force.

Per order: W. Lux, Vice Chairman.
The said Francis Sanderson appeared in consequence of

the warrant, and having nothing to offer in vindication of
the charge, he was committed to the custOdy of the guard
for this night, in order to be sent to the Council of Safety,
agreeable to the resolves of Convention in July, 1775.

Attest: GEO. Lux, Secretary.
The Deposition of David Evans, of Baltimore-Town,

aa-edtwenty-five years, who being duly sworn on the Holy
Evanrrelists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith, that on
Mond~y or Tuesday last, Francis Sanderson,of Baltimore-
Town, coppersmith, called him into his house as hOewas
going past the door, and asked him to take a glass of spirits;
on which he went in, and the said Sanderson told him, this
deponent, he understood that he had taken a commission
in the American army, which he was sorry to hear, as he
looked upon it as dangerous, as all opposition was in vain,
and that he imagined the estates would be confiscated, and

he was afraid for his own house. That he had lately seen
a gentleman from England, who told him the English did
not regard the Americans a snap of the fingers, and that
there were four or five other Powers ready to join tbem,
but they were refused, as the English thought themselves
strong enough to conquer without their assistance. He
then asked this deponent if he knew the reason why Gen- .
eral Lee was gone to the southward. This deponent
answered, because the Congress had appointed him to the
command there. He said no, that was not the reason, but
that he looked on it when Howe came to .New-York with
his army, he expected nothing less but tp be conquered if
he staid there. That General Lee had advised the members
of Convention at Annapolis that now was the time to make
up with Great .Br1~tain,as he knew now they were in
earnest, and that he would go to Congress and use his
influence there to settle it. And further said that many
officers in Pennsylvania were resigning their commissions,
knowing all opposition was in vain; and that the Congress,
the Convention, the Assembly, and Council of Safety in
Pennsylvania, were all sitting together, some making laws
and others disannulling them. And further this deponent
saith not.

Sworn in Committee, 12th October, 1776.
DAVID EVANS.

S. PURVIANCE,Jr., Chairma'n.
GEO. Lux, Secl'etary.

Witness:
Attest:

CAPTAIN HINDMAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

PhiiadeJphia, Or.tober 12, 1776.

DEAR SIR: About four days ago I arrived here in search
of necessary clothing for the lUaryland regular troops, which
am much afraid shall not be able to procure at present, par-
ticularly shoes and stockings, of which we are in great want,
and unless they can be got will render many soldiers unfit
for duty. I suppose between this and Christmas they may
be procured, but at a most extravagant rate. Common yarn
here are now at six pounds ten shillings the dozen pair, and
every kind ofgoods in the like proportion. I applied to Con-
gress in hopes of being supplied from the Continental store,
but can get nothing from thence. Am in great hopes your
Honours will order us back to the Province to get recruited
and furnished with the clothing we now are in immediate
want of. Colonel Smallwood wrote me he had wrote down
to the Convention for that purpose. I can assure you the
very thoughtsof keeping our troopsat camp all winter dis-
heartens them very much; nor is it to be wondered at from the
sevel'e duty and great fatigue they have undergone ever since
they have been at New- York. A sufficiencyof provisions
we do not complain of, if a constant succession of beef and
flour from day to day will do, and that sometimes without
salt; and one day in the week we get salt pork. No kind
of vegetables does the Commissary furnish us.with, and such
our situation we can get none; being the nearest to the
enemy's lines, any thing of that kind coming from the coun-
try being taken up by the eastern troops over King's Bridge.
Think not, sir, I mean to complain on my own account, or
that I wish to be recalled; it is for the men in general, who
are much discontented for fear they should be kept the
whole winter through.

The bearer, Mr. Hopkins, who I believe goes down to
solicit favours from your House, and who has been a cadet
with our troops, can give you a V(?.rygood account of our
treatment and situation at present; and shall say nothing
further on that subject.

Am informed the army is to be put on a new establish-
ment, and the whole in the 'Continental service. Could
wish to know what is to be done with the Provincial Regu-
lars of our Province, as they seem to think they cannot be
kept in the Continental service without their consents; and
if the contract they have entered into for the Provincial
service be once dissolved, I doubt they wiII not enter very
freely into the Continental service. Such is' also the case
with the Flying-Camp. The hard usage:.they have met
with will greatly discourage them from inJisting again under
the new establishment struck out by Congress; which I
wish had been earlier fallen upon, as by that means we
might at this day have had a well-disciplined army, and
which I now despair of being raised very soon.

Are the .Maryland Independent Companies to be formed
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into baaalions? It is the desire of all the officers belonging
to them ~hey should. It is very inconvenient so many com-
panies acting together in one battalion, and subject to the
command of one man. Do not suppose I am speaking for
myself in hQPcS of promotion, but that would be better for
the service they should. I think that melancho]y day on
Long-Island convinced us of the want of Field Officers,

- having none but Major Gist to command ~s, who beha~ed
as well as men could do; therefore do agaJn repeat I thmk
they should, as soon a5 possible, be formed into batta]ions,
and if your honourable House should not think the services
I ha ve done and the line of promotion I now stand in suf-
ficient for my advancement, ~hall submit to your dett'rmina-
tion. I take the liberty, howevt'r, of recommending my
First Lieutenant, A. Anderson, as a man worthy of promo-
tion and as good an officer as any in the itIaryland sen'ice,
and have no doubt when his character is inquired into, you
will find I say no more of him than he deserves. Weare
informed that a committee is to go from each State to the
camp, to know what officers will serve, and their merit. I
think they wi]] generally find the ~Maryland officers merit
the trust and confidence heretofore reposed in them. I
must be~ the favour of your notice and attention to James
itlorgan, first sergeant in my company, for promotion.
Am satisfied be will merit any favour that may be showu
him in that way, and have no doubt of his making a good
officer. He has acted as such ever since he has been with
me. Shall return with the sundry articles I can procure in
two or three days. Am very sorry to hear from my brother
that a report is spread among Captain Stone's friends that my
company, the day we were engaged on Long-Island, behaved
very ill. I ga ve him by the earliest opportunity. as true, a
state of the whole affair as I could recollect, whIch he In-
forms me he showed to :Mr. Chamberlaine, and which I
believe the officers under me can avet' to the truth of, as can
the officers under Captain Stone. I cannot judge him
guilty of writing any thing of the kind. Have not had an
opportunity of seeing him since I received my brother's .Iet-
tel', beincr crone to the country very sick. Such aspersionso

" l':. Iare base and ungenerous, and not giving men a lair c Jance
of vindicating themselves. I have had the vanity to think
the company I have had the honour to command have
beha ved themsel ves as we]] as any in the service, notwith-
standing the dark insinuations that have been thrown out to
their prejudice, and will refer to Co]onel Smallwood for
their behaviour and conduct since they have been under his
command. I lost only three men on Long-Island. My
company wants but few men to complete it. They have
been and still are very sickly, as are all our troops.

I am your much obliged, humble servant,
JAMES HINDl\IAN.

RESOLVE OF PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, October 12, 1776.

Whereas it has been represented to the Council that
some persons in this State, preferring their own private
emolument to the duties of humanity and the publick good,
have monopolized and engrossed whole cargoes or large
quantities of Salt, and as it is the practice of every well-
relTulated Staw, not only to discourage, but even to punish
all monopolizers of the necessaries of life, and as such evil
practices at this time are pernicious and very unjustifiable,
as for the want of an established Government provision
cannot be made against them, and being desirous to give
every reasonable encouragement to the importers of such
article, this Council do

Resolve, That they will allow the generous price of fif-
teen shillings per bushel, for every hushel of Salt that may
be imported into this State and delivered to them, until the
15th day of November next; the same to be sold out to
the Pllblick in slIJall parcels at the first cost, by such person
or persons as they may hereafter appoint, in order that the
necessities of the good people may be supplied at as reason-
able a rate as possible, and the rapacious practices of
avariciolls lTIen defeated. It is therefore earnestly recom-
mended to said importers not to demand a higher price
than is here otfered, and to make report to this Council of
the quantities they have, or may import, that they may be
treakd witll for the purchase of the same.

ExtraGt from the Minutes:
JACOB S. HOWELL, Secretary.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COl\IMIT'fEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, Inspec-
tion, and Correspondence, at the house of Adam Reigart,
the 12th October, 1776,

Present: William Atlee, Lodwick Lowman, Adam Rci-
gart, Sebastian Graff, Henry Dehuff, John Witmer, Ed-
ward Shippen, Casper Shaffner, John Miller. William
Atlee in the Chair.

William Patton, of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, is per-
mitted to go to York-Town to attend on Captain Livmg-
ston there, and the Chairman is requested to grant him a
pass for that purpose.

The Chairman read a Letter from Mr. Peters, Secretary
at War, requesting that Captain Hesketh's Baggage, which
is in the care of Sergeant Cooper, may be sent down to
him; and it is agreed that the Chairman order Sergeant
Cooper to produce the Baggage of Captain Hesketh, and
that he forward it to the care of Mr. Peters as expeditiously
as possible.

Mr. Atlee is directed, out of the moneys in his hands for
the relief of the poor familiesof Associators, to pay to Anna
Maria Peter, the wife of Casper Peter, an Associator in
Captain Klatz's Flying-Camp Company, £] 10s.; and
to Deborah Hardy, the wife of Isaac Hardy, an Associator
in Captain Harman's Company, £1 2s. 6d., to assist
them in the support of themselves and children in the
abseflce of their husbands at the army.

PVilliamFrenniman, of the Seventh Regiment, is permit-
ted to work with Jacob Graeff, Gunsmith, he here in Com-
mittee engaging, &c.

Peter Howell, itlichael Stanley, put in the guard-house
September 25th, by Captain Boyd. for being drunk, &c., in
a tavern at nine o'clock. Ordered to be sent to the Bar-
racks with the next relief.

John Jacks, worked with Peter Hollingen; John Brown,
worked with Peter Helm-Met with at the creek with a
knapsack, supposed to be going off, and sent to the guard-
house, by Captain William Amer. Ordered to the Bar-
racks with the next relief.

David ~j}[urphy,of the Seventh, weaving with Christian
Myer, about one and half miles from town.

GENERAL LEE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Amboy, October 12, 1776.

SIR: The Hessians who were encamped opposite this
post, last night disappeared, and there is the greatest reason
to think that they have quitted the island entirely, which
announces some great manreuvre to be in agitation. I am
confident they will not attack General Washington's Jines:
such a measure is too absurd for a man of Mr. Howe's
genius; and unless they have received flattering accounts
from Burgoyne that he will be able to effectuate a junction,
(which I conceive they have not,) they will no longer re-
main kicking their heels at New- York. They will put the
p]ace in a respectable state of defence, which with their
command of the waters may be easily done, leave four or
five thousand men, and direct their operations to a more
decisive object. They will infalJibly proceed either imme-
diately up the river Delaware with their whole troops, or
what is more probable, land somewhere about South-
Amboy or S!trewsbury, and march straight to Trenton or
Bllrliugton. We must suppose every case. On the sup-
position that this will be the case, what are we to do?
What force have we? what means have we to prevent
their possessing themselves of Philadelphia? General
Washington's army cannot possibly keep pace with them.
The length of his route is not only infinitely greater, but his
obstructions almost insuperable; in short, before he could
cross Hudson river, they might be lodged and strongly
fortified on both banks of the Delaware. I shall make no
apologies to Congress for thus so freely offering my opinion;
the importance of the matter is a sufficient apology. For
Heaven's sake, rouse yourselves; for Heaven's sake, let ten
thousa~d men be immediately assembled and stationed some-
where about Trenton. In my opinion your whole depends
upon it. I set out immediately for Head-Quarters, where
I shall communicate my apprehension that such will be the
next operation of llle enemy, and urge the expediency of
sparing a parl of his army (if he has any to spare) for this
object.
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I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
humble servant,

CHARLES LEE.

To the President of Congress.

HeRd-Q,uarters, PerthcAmboy, October 12, 1776.

Colonel Allison's battalion of Pennsylvania Associators
having done their duty wbile in camp as good and orderly
soldiers, and furnished their full complement for the Flying-
Camp, are hereby dismissed the service of the States, and
permitted to return home. ,-

SA~IUELGRIFFIN, Deputy Adjutant-General.

Newark, New-Jersey, October 12, 1776.

Last Thursday se'nnight, Captain Coffin and Grennell,
with a boy, made their escape from Staten-Island in a canoe,
and got safe to Bergen Point, and from thence came to this
place Saturday. The former was taken going fi'Om New-
York to Nantucket, some months since; and the latter, on

the 28th of August, in latitude 33° 30', longitude 66° 20',
in a brig from the Western Islands for Nantucket, by a new
English twenty-gun ship, called the Galatea, John Jones,
Esq., commander, sheathed with copper, and a most extra-
ordinary sailer, being part of a convoy for some ships from
London bound to New- York, some of which are arrived at
Sandy-Hook.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Head-Q,uarters, Harlem Heights, October 12, 1776.

SIR: The situation of OUt'affairs, and the approaching
rlissolution of the present army, calling for every possible
exertion on our part to levy a new one, and presuming that
your State are about to make an arrangement of officers for
the quota of troops they are to furnish, and that they may
wish to know those belonging to them who have served
with reputation and bravery, I bave thought it expedient to
obtain a return by such means as seemed most likely to be
well fcJUnded. To this end I have made inquiry, and the
enclosed list, which I bave the honour to transmit you, com-
prehends the names of those who, in publick estimation, and
ihat of the Generals under whom they ha\'e more particularly
acted, ha ve behaved themsel ves well and to good accept-
ance; and whose past conduct gives a reasonable hope that
their future will render material services to their country.

The advantages arising from a judicious appointment of
officers, and the fatal consequences that result fi'om the want
of them, are too obvious to require arguments to prove them.
I shall therefore beg leave to add only that as the well-
doing, nay, the very exi3ten~e, of every army to any profit-

'able purposes, depend upon It, that too much regard cannot
be had to the choosing of men of merit, and such as are not
only under the infJuence of a warm attachment to their
country, but who also possess sentiments of principles of the
strictest honour. Men of this chilracter are fit for office,
and will use tlH'ir best endeavours to introduce that discipline
and subordination which are essential to good order, and
inspire that confidence in the men which alone can give
success to the interesting and important contest in which we
are engaged. I would also beg leave to subjoin that it
appears to me absolutely necessary that this business should
have your earliest attention, that those who are nominated
may employ their interest and infJuence to recruit men out
of your corps that are now here, without loss of time.

In respect to the officers that were in the Canada expe-
dition, their behaviour and merit, and the severities they
have experienced, entitle them to a particular notice, in my
opinion. However, as they are under their paroles, I would
recommend that vacancies should be reserved for such as
you think fit to promote, not wishing them to accept com-
missions immediately, or~do the least act that may be
interpreted a violation of dlcir engagement.

Their releasement, I hope, will be soon obtained, as I
think them entitled to the first exchange, and which I have
mentioned to Congress.

I fJatter myself that the freedom I have taken in the in-
stances above, wil! have the indulgence and pardon of your
State, when I assure you that the list you wiH receive is not
intended to exclude gentlemen of greater merit, or trans-

FIFTH SERIES V f'L. II.

mitted with other views than to assist you, and of promoting
the genemJ good; an~ also, that the measure has been recom-
mended by a Committee of Congress who were pleased to
honour me with a visit. I have done the same to Governouf
Trumbull, at his particulat. request j and the. officers are
making out a return Lo be laid before the jUassachusetti
Assembly, of the same nature, so far as it concerns the
officers li'om their State.

On the morning of the 9th instant, three of the enemy's
ships, two of forty-foul' guns and one of twenty, with three
or four tenders, ran up the North R./:ver, without receiving
any int~rruption from our chevaux-de-frise or apparent dam-
age from our batteries, though a heavy fire was kept up
against them from each side of the river j they are laying at
Tarrytown, from twenty-five to thirty miles above this, and
out-sailing two of our row-gaileys in their passage up, they
fell into their hands; the crews escaped.

I had like to have omitted mentioning of a Paymaster fo
each regiment, who, I perceive, are not noticed in the list
transmitted you. Congress, by a late resolution, have
allowed such an officer, with Captain's pay; and as their duty
will be not only to receive the regiment's pay, but to keep
accounts of their clothing and every other incidental charge,
I would beg leave to recommend that attention should be
had to their appointment, and that persons may be nomi-
nated who are well versed in accounts, and who can keep
them in a fair and proper manner. I am led to advise this
precaution to be used because it will be an office of a good deal
of consequence, and because in several instances in the pre-
sent army, where the appointments were made in consequence
of recommendations from the Field Officers, persons have
been put in who, so far from being accountants and answer-
ing the designs of Congress, can scarcely write their own
names.

October 13.- Yesterday the enemy landed a t Frog's
Point, about nine miles from hence up the Sound; their
number we cannot ascertain, as they have not advanced.
The point is rather an island, as it is surrounded by water
every high tide. From the great movements of ships and
other vessels up the Sound in the evening, with troops
within, and the information of two deserters who carne out
last night, there is strong reason to believe they mean to
land, and to pursue their former scheme of getting in our
rear and cutting off the communication with the country.
I have ordered some works to be thrown up on the passes
leading from the Sound, where they are landed; and from
the situation of the grounds through which they must pass,
if they pursue their plan, I would fain hope they will sustain
considerable loss, if not a repulse.

I have the honour to be, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL PHILIPS.

Head-Q,uarters, October 12, 1776.

SIR: I have it in charge from his Excellency the Com-
mander-in-chief, to return you his most thankful acknowl-
edgment for the proposition contained in your address, and
to inform you that he not only approves of the same, but
wishes you to proceed with the works which you bave men-
tioned. The generous motives which induced YOll to lay
the measure before him, in his estimation do you the highest
honour, and are sllch as he would be happy to see prevail
generally through the army.

I am, &c., R. H. HARRISON.

To Colonel Joseph Philips, New-Jersey Militia.

COLONEL HARRISON TO GENERAL HEATH.

Head-Quarters, October 12, 1776.

SIR: ~is Excellency this minute received yom's giving
intelligence of the enemy's movements. He has given orders
for all the regiments to be under arms here, that they may
be ready to act as occasion may require. He wishes you
to make such disposition of the troops on your side, and of
the two Militia regiments that are posted opposite to this,
as you think necessary, and begs and trusts that every
possible opposition will be given to the enemy.

God bless and lead you on to victory.
Yours, &c.,_. ROB. H. HARRISON.

64
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His Excellency would beg your attention to one thing,
viz: that you will take proper precautions against a feint,
and watch the enemy's motions. They perhaps may make
a feInt to land at Frog's Point, to draw your attention that
way, and slip down when it is high water towards Morrisi-
ana, with a view of gathering in your rear. Guard against
that.
To General Heath.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

King's Bridge, October 12, 1776.

SIR: I have employed Mr. Carpenter Wharton to pur-
chase and receive all the salt westward of New-Jer.~ey, and
salt and cure as much pork fOl'use of the army, as salt can be
had for. I expect about eight or nine thousand barrels. I
expected to ha\'e seen him before I set off for New-England
on the same errand; but am disappointed. I must request
you on receipt hereof, to furnish him with such sums of
money as may be necessary fOl' this purpose, from time to
time, as he may want, taking his receipt, to account to me
for the expenditure, and charge the same to my account
accordingly.

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most humble servant,
Jos. TRUMBULL.

TQ the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

Any directions he may want and ask for, I doubt not
Congress will give him.

GENERAL BEALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

York I~land, October 12, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: In obedience to your orders of the 11th
September and 3d October, have enclosed you an account
of arms and accoutrements received of tbe State of ]}lary-
land by the troops under my command, with a monthly
return to the 10tb instant of the number, state, and condi-
tion of said troops. I have had some trouble in getting an
account of tbe arms, &c. Some Captains have not kept a
reo-ular account of what they received, which makes me
think the enclosed account is not so con'ect as it ought to
be, thouo-h the best I could get.

Captain Richardson and Captain Goldsberry, of Colonel
Richardson's regiment, with their companies, and Captain
Brooke and company, of Colonel Ewing's regiment, have
not yet joined their respective regiments, so that I cannot
yet procure an account of the arms, &c., they received of
the State of ~laryland; but wiJl transmit you an account
of them as soon as they join their respective regiments.

I have the honour to subscribe myself, gentlemen, your
most obedient servant, R BEZIN EALL.

To the honourabie Council pf Safety.

A Return of ~'ield Officers fit for duty in General BEALL'S
i Brigade.

1. ColonelGriffith, 3. Lieut. Col. Anderson,
2. Colonel Hall, 1. Major Mantz,
3. ColonelEwing, 2. Major Cradock,
1. Lieut. ColonelShryock, 3. Major Eden.
2. Lieut. ColonelHyde,

DAN'L JENIFER ADAMS, B. M.
Harlem Heights, October 12, 1776.

COLONEL SMALLWOOD TO MARYLAND CONVENTION.

Camp of the Maryland Regularg, Head,Quarters, ~
. October 12, 1776. 5

SIR: Through your hands I must beg leave to address
the honourable Convention of ]}laryland, and must confess
not without an apprehension that I have inculTed -:their dis-
pleasure for having omitted writing when on our march
from ]}laryland for New-York, and since our arrival here.
Nor shall I, in a pointed manner, urge any thing in my
defence, but leave them at large to condemn or excuse me,
upon a presumption that, should they condemn, they will
at least pardon, and judge me perhaps less cu]pable when
they reflect, in the first instance, on the exertions necessary
to procure baggage-wagons, provisions, and house-room for
!5even hundred and fifty men, marched the whole distance

in a body, generally from fifteen to twenty miles pel'day,
as the se\'eral stages made it necessary; and in the latter I
tfllst tbey will give some indulgence for this neglect, for,
since our arrival at New- Y01'k, it has been the fate of this
corps to be generally stationed at advanced posts, and to
act as a covering party, wbich must unavoidably expose
troops to extraordinary duty and hazard, not to mention the
extraordinary vigilance and attention in the commandant of
such a party in disposing in the best manner, and having it
regularly supplied; for here the commanders of regiments,
exclusive of their military duty, are often obliged to exert
themselves in the departments (;f Commissary and Quarter-
master-General, and even directors of their Regimental Hos-
pita Is. '

Perhaps it may not be improper to give a short detail of
occurrences upon our march to Long-Island, and since that
period.

The enemy, from the 21st to the 27th of August, were
landing their troops on the lower part of Long-Island,
where they pitched a large encampment, and ours and their
advanced parties were daily skirmishing at long shot, in
which neitber party suffered much. On the 26th, the
]}laryland and Delaware troops, which composed part of
Lord Stirling's brigade, were ordered over. Co]onel Has-
let and his Lieutenant-Colonel, Bedford, of the Delaware
battalion, with Lieutenant-Colonel Hare and myself, were
detained on the trial of Lieutenant-Colonel Zedwitz; and
though I waited on General Washington, and urged the
necessity of attending our troops, yet be refused to discharge
us, alleging there was a necessity for the trials coming on,
and that no other Field Officers could be then had. After
our dismission from the Court-Martial, it was too late to get
over, but, pushing over early the next morning, found our
regiments engaged, Lord Stirling having marched them off
before day to take possession of the woods and difficult
passes between our lines and tbe enemy's encampment.
But the enemy, the overnight, had stole a march on our
Generals, having got through tbose passes, met and Sur-
rounded our troops on the plain grounds, within two miles
of our lines, Lord Stirling drew up his brigade on an
advantageous rising ground, wbere he was attacked by two
brigades in front, headed by the Generals Cornwallis and
Grant, and in his rear the enemy's main body stood ready
drawn up to support their own parties, and intercept the
retreat of ours. This excellent disposition, and their supe-
riour numbers, ought to have taught our Generals there was
no time to be lost in securing their retreat, wbich might at
first have been effected, had the troops formed into a heavy
column and pushed their retreat; but the longer this was
delayed, it became the more dangerous,- as they were then
landing more troops in front from the ships. Our brigade -

kept their ground for several hours, and in general behaved
well, having received some heavy fires from the arti]]ery
and musketry of the enemy, whom they repulsed several
times; but their attacks were neither so lasting or vigourous
as was expected, owing, as it was imagined, to their being
certain of making the whole brigade prisoners of war; for,
by this time, they had so secured the passes on the road to
our lines, (seeing our parties were not supported from
thence, which, indeed, our numbers would not admit of,)
that there was no possibility of retreating tbat way. Be-
tween the place of action and OUl: lines there lay a large
marsh and deep creek, not above eighty yards across at the
mouth, (the place of action upon a direct line did not much
exceed a mile from a part of our lines,) towards the head of
which creek there was a mill and bridge, acr03S which a
certain Colonel Ward, from New-England, who js charrred
with having acted a bashful part that day, passed over :ith
his regiment, and then burnt them down, though under
cover of our cannon, which would have checked the enemy's
pursuit at any time, otherways _this bridge might have
afforded a secure retreat. Th~then remained no otber
prospect but to surrender or :i.fiempt to retreat over this
marsh and creek at the moutb, where no person had ever
been known to cross. In the interim I applied to General
Washingtun for some regiments to march out to support
and cover their retreat, which he urged would be attended
with too great risk to the party and the lines. He imme-
diately afterwards sent for and ordered me to marcb down
a New-England regiment, and Captain Thomas's company,
which had just come over from York, to the mouth of the
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creek, opposite where the brigade was drawq up, and
ordered two field-pieces down to support and cover their
retreat, should they make a push that way. Soon after our
march they began to retreat, and, for a small time, the fire
was very hea vy on both sides, till aliI' troops came to the
marsh, where they were obliged to break their order, and

, escape, as quick as they could, to the edge of the creek,
under a brisk fire, notwithstanding which they brought off
twenty-eight prisoners. The enemy, taking advantage of
a commanding ground, kept up a continual fire from four
field-pieces, which were we]) served and directed, and an
heavy column advancing on the marsh must have cut our
peopJe off: their guns being wet and muddy, not one of
them could have fired; but having drawn up the musketry,
and disposed of some Riflemen conveniently, with orders to
fire on them when they came within shot, however, the
latter began their fire too soon, being at two hundred yards
distance, which, notwithstanding, had the desired effect, for
the enemy immediately retreated to the fast land, where
they continued parading witbin six hundred yards, ti]) our
troops were brought over. Most of those who swam over,
and otbers who attempted to cross before tbe covering party
got down, lost their arms and accoutrements in the mud
and creek, and some poor fellows tbeir lives, particularly
two of the ~Maryland, two of tbe Delaware, one of Atlee's
Pennsylvania, and two Hessian prisoners, were drowned.
Thomas's men contributed much in bringing over this
party. Have enclosed a list of the killed and missing,
amounting to two hundred and fifty-six, officers included.
It has been said the enemy, during the action, also attacked
our lines, but this was a mistake. Not knowing the ground,
one of their columns advanced within long shot witbout
knowing they were so near, and upon our artillery and part
of the musketry's firing on them, they immediately fled.

The 28th, during a very hard rain, there was an alarm
that the enemy had advanced to attack our lines, which
alarmed tbe troops much, but was without foundation.

Tbe 29th, it was found, by a council of war, that QUI'
fortifications were not tenable, and it was therefore judged
expedient that the army should retreat from the island that
night; to effect which, notwithstanding the ltlaryland
troops had had but one day's respite, and many other troops
had been many days clear of any detail duty, they were
ordered on the advanced post at Fort Putnam, within two
hundred and fifty yards of the enemy's approaches, and,
joined with two Pennsylvania regiments on the left, were to
remain and cover the retreat of the army, wbich was hap-
pily completed under co\'er of a thick fog and a southwest
wind, both which favoured our retreat; otherwise the fear,
disorder, and confusion of some of the Eastern troops must
have retarded and discovered our retreat, and subjected
numbers to be cut off.

After remaining two days in New- York, our next station
was at IIarlaem, nine miles above, at an advanced post oppo-
site to Montresore's and Bohana's Islands, which in a few
days the enemy got possession of without opposition, /i'om
the former of which we daily discoursed with them, being
within two hundred yards, and only a small creek between.

It being judged expedient to abandon New- York, and
retreat to our lines bel(Hv F-ort Washington, the military
stores, &c., had been removing some days, when, on the
15th September, the enemy effected a landing on several
parts of the island below, and, it is cutting to say, without
the least opposition.

I bave often read and heard of instances of cowardice,
but hitherto have had but a faint idea of it till now. I
never could have thought human nature subject to such
baseness. I could wish the transactions of this day blotted
out of the annals of America. Nothing appeared but fright,
disgrace, and confusion. Let it suffice to say, that sixty
Light Infantry, upon the first fire, put to flight two brigades
of the Connecticut troops-wretches who, however strange
it may appeal', from the Brigadier~Ge~eral down to the pri-
vate sentinel, were caned and whipped by the Generals
Washington, Putnam, and Mijflin, but even this indignity
had no weight, they could not be brought to stand one shot.

General Washington expressly sent and drew our regi-
ment from its brigade, to march down towards New- York,
to cover the retreat, and to defend the baggage, with direc-
tion to take possession of an advantageous eminence Ileal'
the enemy, upon the main road, where we remained under

arms the best part of the day, till Sargent's brigade came
in with their baggage, who were the last troops coming in,
upon which the enemy divided their main body into two
columns, one, filing off on the North River, endeavoured to
flank and surround us. We had orders to retreat in good
order, which was done, our corps getting within the lines a
little after dusk.

The next day, about one thousand of them made an
attempt upon our lines, and were first attacked by the brave
Colonel Knowlton, of New-England, who lost his life in the
action, and the Third Virginia Regiment, who were imme-
diately joined by three independent companies under Major
Price, and some part of the Maryland Flying-Camp, who
drove them back to their lines, it is supposed with the loss
of four hundred men killed and wounded. Our party had
about one hundred killed and wounded, of the former only
fifteen; since which we have been viewinO"each other at a
distance, and strongly intrenching till the 9th October, when
three of their men-of-war passed up the North River,
above King's Bridge, under a heavy cannonarle from our
batteries, which has effectually cut off our communication,
by water, with Albany.

I must now break off ahruptly, being ordered to march
up above King's Bridge, the enemy having landed six
thousand men from the Sound on Frog's Point. Fifty
ships are got up there, landing more troops. There is
nothing left hut to fight them. An engagement is generally
expected, and soon. Have enclosed a copy of a general
return of the battalion and Veazy's company, being all the
troops I marched from ltlaryland, with the accoutrements
and camp equipage taken in Philadelphia, to be rendered
the CQngress, together with our weekly general return.

The Independents are about their'returns of arms, accou.
trements, and camp equipage, brought by them from ltlary-
land, but not having time to finish, they must hereafter be
returned to the Council of Safety.

We have upwards pf three hundred officers and soldiers
of the ltlaryland Regulars very sick, which you will observe
by the return, and, I am sorry to say, it's shockinO"to hu-
manity to have no more care taken of them. This must
hurt the service upon the new e,stablishment.

Majors Price and Gist, and Captain Stone, are in the
.Jerseys very sick, and Colonel Ware and myself are very
unfit for duty, though we attend it. Many more officers
are very unwell.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient and very humble
servant, W. SMALLWOOD.

Sunday, October 13, 1776,

SIR: Colonel Smallwood, with the troops, having
marched, and not having time to make a fair copy of the
rough draft from which the above is copied, desired me to
do it, and sign hi~ name, which I have done accordingly,
and am your obedient and v~ry humble servant,

CHRIS'RRICHMOND,Adlt.
P. S. It is now near sunset, and we have heard no firing,

or any news of an action above King's Bridge, which has
been hourly expecled.
To the Hon. ltlatthew Tilghman, Esq., President Conven-

tion of ltlaryland.

ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fishkill, October 12, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I should do great injustice to the polite
attention with which your Excellency has listened to the
undigested opinions which I bave some times offered, if I
did not (without :1?y apology for .my sentiments) freely, on
the present alarnnng state of tillS Colony, submit ,to your
Excellency's better judgment such measures as will, in my
idea, be most likely to ensure Sl1ccess.

Since upon experiment (contrary to the general senti-
ment) it appears that the passage of the river is not effect-
ually obstruc.te~, the present situation of the army, though
not exactly s1lTJlJar,bears some resemblance to that in which
it was at New- York. The enemy may land above and
reduce your Excellency to the necessity of attackin<f them
at their landing, or of suffering them to seize LIpon

0

passes
fraIl} wbich it will be impossible to dislodge them, for such
is tbe peculiar situation of the Country, and the vicinity of

*
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the Sound, will it be very difficult so to station thernselves
as to render every supply going to our camp extremely
precarious? This, too, may be done with a part of their
forces, while the remainder having their retreat secured,
may, at their leisure, ravage the open country beyond the
Highlands, encourage the disaffected, and by their assistance
carry their arms to Albany, whieh would, while it distressed
the troops in your Excellency's camp, inevitably destroy
the Northern army. To stay at Ticonderoga, without
daily supplies, would be impossible; to march to Albany
would be equally so, without carriages or horst's to carry
their provisions and stores, or a sufficient number of boats
to transport them in time across Lake George. No other
means would be left them but to retreat into New-England,
without stores, artillery, or provisions, in which case their
strength would soon be dissipated by desertions, or the
whole body be separated through want of necessaries.
These fears may appear ideal to those who do not reflect
tbat the distance fi'om the Highlands to Albany is but one
hundred miles, that from Ticonderoga to Albany is eqnally
distant, through a broken and almost uninhabited conntry ;
that most of the Militia of this State, that can be armed or
depended on are in your Excellency's camp, and that all
tbe men which we have at present v'entured to call upon, in
addition to those in service, do not exceed three hundred,
and even these, we have little reason to expect that we
shall obtain. Add to this, that bodies of men are alrf'ady
inlisted throughout this State, and we have reason to fear
are already collecting under the direction of disguisedoffi-
cers in the Highlands.

These ev'ils might, in my humble opinion, be fully
guardedagainst, by sending a single regiment, with a good
Engineer, to take possession of the passes in the Highlands,
and be forming two camps, the one to secure the passes
into Connecticut, (which might be done by the Militia of
the New-England States,) the other, at or near the place
where their sbips now lie on the North River, which would
reduce the enemy to the necessity of attacking the lines in
front, or expose them if they landed above to the danger of
being surrounded. The very reputation of such camps
being formed, will prevent their making any such attempt,
and in case of any misfortune at New- York, will afford a
secure retreat, and effectually prevent the enemy from
pushing their advantage, more especially if all stores which
are not absolutely necessary Jor the army are removed to _

this place.
Your Excellency has, I dare say, seen the necessity of

laying up magazines of provisions, and collecting ~aterials
for barracks at or near this place, that the want of them
should not, in case of a defeat, oblige the army to separate.

Were not the Treasury of this State exhausted by the
uncommon expense to which we have been put by the
disaffection of our own people, the debt due from the Con-
tinent, and the disappointment we have met with in striking
money, the Convention of this State would have done
something therein at their own risk.

Mr. Hubbard promised to give your ExcelJency some
information relative to the lorts in the Highlands, and the
General that commands. The subject is too delicate for a
letter.

Your Excellency sees the opinion I have of your patience
and good nature, by venturing to obtrude lIpon them these
crude and hasty remarks, which I have not even leisure to
copy. Perhaps I might find some excuse for them in {IJy
anxiety for the great cause which your Excellency supports,
and my knowledge of a country which you have had no
opportunity to explore.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your
Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

ROB'T R. LIVINGSTON.

To His Excellency General TYashington.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort ConstituticlTI, October 12, five o'clock, 1776,

DEAR GENERAL: I am informed a large body of the
enemy's troops have landed at ]j'rogg's Point. If so, I sup-
pose the troops here will be wanted there. I have three
brigades in readiness to reinforce you. General Clinton's
brigade will march first, General Nixon's next, and then
the troops under the command of General Roberdeau. I

don't apprehend any danger from tbis qoarter at present.
If the force on your side are insufficient I hope these three
brigades may be ordered over, and I with them, and leave
General Ewing's brigade to guard the post. If the troops
are wanted over your side, or likely to be in the morn-
ing, tbey should be got over in tbe latter part of the night,
as the shipping may move up fi'om below, and impede,
if not totally stop tbe troops from passing. I wait your
Excellency's further commands. Should be glad to know
where the enemy has landed, and tbeir numbers.'*'

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's obedient
servant,

N. GREENE.
To His Excellency General TYashington, Head-Quarters.

N. B. The tents upon Staten-Island have been all
struck, as far as disco,'ery has been made.

PRESIDENT OF THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO
SAMUEL TEN BROECK.

In Committee of Safety for the State of New-York, ~
Fishkills, October 12, 1776, 5

SIR: Yours of the 9th and 10th instant have been re-
ceived and laid before the Committee. Tbey had some
days before been convinced tbat more effectual measures
were necessary to be taken fOl' the safety of your di,t!'ict,
and had come into the enclosed resolutions, copies of which
were sent forward on the 8th instant..

It is hoped instead of the number of men you request,
the' company ordered to be raised will be sufficient to
answer every purpose intended. In the mean time I am
directed to assure you that the Committee will afford you
every necessary assistance in their power.

I am, sir, &c., PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

To Samuel Ten Broeck, Esq.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO ROBERT YATES.'

Albany, October 12, 1776.

SIR: Since I wrote YOll on .L"tlonday last I have been
confined to my bed, by ve!'y severe rheulllatick pains, which
attacked me in the head and stomach, and although I am
very unfit to write on any subject which requires much
reflection, yet as no time is to be lost in raising the new
army, I shall venture to give you a few hints.

I need not with gentlemen urge the necessity of discipline
and subordination in an army, nOl' need I point out the
variety of evils an army without them are incident to.
These I doubt not must occur to every person who has
seen disciplined and undisciplined troops, as those of the
American States are. In some measure to remedy which,
and introduce order, I would propose:

1st. That all recruiting officers should have orders not to
inlist men for any particular company or regiment, but
engage them for any of tbe rpgiments of tbis State, to be
disposed of as Convention should direct.

2dly. That drilling officers should be stationed at Albany,
or any other convenient place, to whom eve!'y recruiting
officer should without delay send his recmits as fast as be

gains -them.
3d]y. That the drilling officers keep the recruits at con-

stant exercise.
4thly. That tbe men should be so disposed of as to be

commanded by officers whose usual residence is most remote
fi'om the men's.

5thly. Every recruiting officer to take the age, size, com-

"October l~, 1776.-Early in the morning, eighty or ninety B,'itish
boats, full of men, stood up the Sound from .Mont,'esor's Island, L01l(5-
Island, &c. The troops landed at Frog's Neck,and their advance p\1shed
towards the causeway and bridge, at West-Chester MiJl. Colone!
Hand's riflemen took .up the planks 0.£ the bridge as had been directed,
and commenced a firlll~ with theIr rifles. The British moved towards
the head of the, creek, but fo~nd he~e also the .1mericans in possession

'of the pass. General Heath Immediately (as he had assured Colonel
Hand he would do) ordered Colonel Prescott, the hero of Bunke,"s Hill
with his regiment, and, Captain-Lie~tenant Bryant, of the Artillery, with
a three-poU11der, to remforce the Riflemen at West-Chester Causeway;
and Colonel Gmham, of the ~'ew-York line, with his l'eo-iment and
Lieutenant Jackson, of the Artillery, with a six-pounder, to'"reinfo~'ceat
the h€ad,of the creek. AJI of which was promptly done to the cheek and
dlHapp<:nntment of the enemy. The B,'itish encamped on the neck.
The RIflemen and Yagers kept up a scattering poppino- at each other
across the marsh; and the ,/lmericans on their side, and the British 0/1
the other, threw up a work at the end of ,the causeway, Captain Bry-
ant, now and then, when there was an object, saluted the B,'itish with a
field-piece, In the afternoon, forty or fifty sail of vessels passed up,
and came to anchor off Frog's Point. The same evenino- General
.McDougall's brigade joined our Genera]'s division.-Heath, b'
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plexion, colour of hair and eyes, and natural or artificj~1
rnark~ of every recruit, with an account of the place of hIS
birth and occupation.

In order speedily to raise the men, I would propose that
recruitin<T officers should be immediately sent into both
armies, furnished with money to pay the bounty, a premium
to the officer who shall inlist most men, and a certain allow-
ance for each man inlisted.

As clothin<T is at present so hi"h tbat it takE's almost a
year's pay coompJetely to clothe a ~oldier in the mannel' he
ought to be, would it not be well if the State was to pay
the difference between a moderate price and the present
excessive high price, and let the soldiers be only put under
stoppage for the firs~; thus to detern~ine the price ~f the
clotbin<T, wbicb I dllnk sbould be umform, and consIst of
one bar, two shirts, two rollers, one pair of woollen breechE's,
two pair stockin<Ts, one pail' sboes, one pair gaiters, one pair
buckles, a coat~ and waistcoat. "Vhat olhel' necessaries
they may at any time want, to be ordered by. tbe Colonel,
with the advice of his Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, and Cap-
tains, or a majority of them, and the men put under stop-
pages for it.

The rank of officers in Colonel Van Schaick's and Col-
onel Nicholson's stands in the order in which they are in the
enclosed roll. Tbe rank of Colonel Winkoop's has never
been sent nlE'. I do not know if Congress has fixed it.

Tbree re<Timents fi'om Pennsylvania and New-Jersey will
leave Tyonderoga by the first of next month. I believe
many of tbose would be recruited.

As the Convention may not be able to procure clothing,
it may be asked how they can determine the price. Con-
gress have taken measures to supply clothin~; a good de~1
is collected here by my order, and now makmg up, TlJls
is to be delivered to any soldiers that will engage in the new
army; an account is kept of the expense, and Convention
can pay tbe difference into tbe Pay Office here, or stand
charged with it in account with Congress. The recruiting
officers can be supplied with the bounty money out of the
military cbest bere.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your most obedient, humble
servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To Robert Yates, Esq., and the gentlemen of tbe Com-
mittee of Convention, &c.

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.
, Tyonderoga, October 12, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have received your favoursof the
7th and] Oth instant, and am pleased to find you and your
armada ride in Valcour bay in defiance of the power of
our foes in Canada. The Liberty arrived last night, and
sails this moment wit\-. the provisions you wrote for, and
some of Mr. Yancey's best beef. I have ]ong ago lIrged
the necessity for continuing to increase aliI' naval strength
upon tbe lake, and sball now send your letter to General
Schuyler, and desire him to make such extract fi'om it as is
further requisite to induce Congress to direct the forwarding
that useful work.

No news is good news; for except what is in the enclosed
paper, I know none to send you. I firmly believe that the
beating the enemy received from our troops upon j}londay
the ]6th ultimo, and the fire of New- York, have cooled
their ardour so much, that it remains a doubt with me
whether General Howe will make another attempt before
be gets SllCCOurSfmm England. Perbaps his foreign and
national troops have disagreed. Perhaps he waits fresh
instructions from bis master. "Vhatever is tbe calise of his
inaction, it is quite certain he has given our army three
weeks to form tbeir blockade of New- York, and to strengthen
their posts in such a manner as not to be forced but with
greater loss tban I tbink General Howe ca,n afford._ .

Enclosed is a resolve of Congress, whJCh, wben put III
execution, will establish tbeir independency, and effectually
and forever put a period to the domination of Great Britain.

My respectful compliments to General Waterbury and
Colonel fVigglesworth.

I am, dear General, your affectionate, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To General &huyler.

[Duplicate of the above to Brigadier-General Jlrnold.]

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAI'. GATES.

Crown-Point, October 12, 1776, five o'clock, P. M.

DEAR GENERAL: ~bave so frequently troubled you with
false alarms that I am almost loth to trouble you on the
present occasion, but as in war the minutest circumstances
should be attended to, I send you an express by land, and
enclose YOll two depositions. By these there mllst have
been an action down the lake yesterday. The deponents
are men of character. I make no doubt if tbe enemy have
attempted to come liP, they have got a flogging. I have
heard nothing from tbe fleet to-day. The wind was so strong
no boat could come up.

I am desirous of knowing what action it was, and in OI"der
to gi\'e you proper information, shall immediately despatch
a boat towards the fleet. It is by boating, I believe, so
many of my people get the ague.

I am, honouredsir, witb the greatest respect, your most
obedient, humble servant,

T HHOS. ARTLEY.

P. S. Present my compliments to General St. Clair. I
enclose you a return of this regiment.

The schooner is just in sight. I shall not send my boat.

MAJOR HOISINGTON TO GENERAL GATES.

Newbury, October 12,1776.

Intelligence given by four deserters from Canada, who
inlisted out of prison at Quebeck into tbe Royal Emigrant
Regiment, commanded by Colonel McLean, is, that on the
25th of Septembcr tbey left Montreal, and be/ore they left
the above place Sir John Johnson, with tbe Indians and
Canadians, and Eighth Regiment, had marched to attack
tbe inhabitants on the Mohawk river, and meet General
Burgoyne at Albany, wbo has OI'deredall the forces from
Chamble and Sorrel to St. John's, with the marines and
train of artillery, and sailors, to but three men in each vessel.
Likewise, as tbey passed on the east side of the lake on
Sunday; the 6th instant, heard a very heavy cannonade on
the lake, supposed to be with tbe fleet. The above deserters
were found by oneof my scouts about forty miles out, des-
tillite of provisions, and very weak. They being desirous
to go to Head-Quarters, near New- York, I have passed the
above deserters for that piece.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
JOAB HOISINGTON'.

To His Excellency Major-General Gates.

COLONEL CUSHING TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Camp at Newport, in the State of Rhode-Island, t
October 12, 1776. 5

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: According to your
orders I have marched my regiment to this State. When I
came, found Colonel Richmond (whose commission bears an
earlier date than mine) here encamped, and all things went
well. But he bas orders to march and join the army near
New- York; his regiment has this day decamped, and when
he himself is gone, my commission takes place. But Col-

onel Cook, who commands a regiment of Militia lately raised
in this State, claims rank though his commission is of bter
date, contrary, as I think, to an express rule and determina-
tion of the General Congress. He founds his claim on a
particular order of a Committee cbose by the Court of this
State, and \'ested with extensive authority to transact matters
during the recess of the Court. Hence arises a difficulty
between Colonel Cook and myself; he can't resign the rank

the Committee has given him, and it appears to me not
proper or right for me to resign tbe rank that the Con <Tress
have determined. Though with regard to myself perso;ally
considered, and considering the shortness of my time here,
the matter in dispute is a matter of indifferency to me; but
I would by no means do or cede any tbing contrary to
Congress, or dishonorary to our State, or to my regiment.
Colonel Hall, tbe bearer of this, is to go by way of Provi-
dence, and Colonel Cook desires he would call upon the
Secretary there for a copy of the proceedings of the above-
named Committee relative to this affair, which copy, if he
preserves, will exhibit to your Honours; likewise Colonel
Hall, if desired, can give you a more particular account
of this matter. I humbly desire your Honours will be
pleased to give me your orders or direction how I shall con-
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duct with respect to this difficulty, and favour me with the
same soon as may be.

I am your Honours' most obedient, humble servant,
JNO. CUSHING, Jun.

To the honourable Council and the honourable House of
Representatives of the State of ~Iassachusetts-Bay.

Providence, October 12, 1776.

Captain Arthur Crawford, of this place, ha5 taken and
sent into a safe port, a ship from London, bound for Que-
beck, laden with blankets, woollen cloths, Irish linens,
sheeting, dowlas, shoes, stockings, boots, brandy, port-wine,
bottled porter, eheese, &c. Her cargo, when sbe started,
was estimated at fifteen thousand pounds sterling. He has
likewise taken two ships from Jamaica,.

Tuesday last arrived from a cruise, the s]oop Providence,
Captain Jones, in the service of the United States. During
her cruise she took tbirteen prizes, most of them fishermen;
six of which she burnt or sunk, after taking out the hands,
and ordered the others to different ports. One of them is
arrived at the eastward.

Captain Coffin, in the Favourite privateer, of this port,
has taken a ship from Jamaica, bound for Lond(Jn, laden
with sugar, rum, limes, pimento, &c. This prize is also
arrived in a safe harbour.

Thursday last arrived the privateer Industry, Captain
Child, of this port. About a fortnight since, he fell in with
a very ]arge Jamaica ship, mounting ten carriage-guns,
which he engaged for several hours; but the sea runnino
high, and his vessel making much water, he could only
bring two of his ~uns to bear, and was finally obliged to quit
her. Captain Child had two men killed, and five or six
wounded.

We hear that the Cerberus frigate has this week retaken
two valuable prizes, that had been captured by some of our
privateers. The hands that were put on board one of them
escaped in their boat.

Exeter, N. II., October12, 1776.
Wednesday next, the General Assembly of this State are

:0 meet in this town, by desire of the Committee of Safety,
In consequence of the resolve of Conuress relative to form-
ing a new army. Circular letters to "'all the members for
thjs purp05e, were sent off by expres5 la5t Saturday.

Last Friday, Captain Thomas Palmer, of Portsmouth
arrived there in seven weeks from France, with a valuabl;
cargo of powder, small-arms, flints, lead, &c.

On the 16th of September he met with a lar<re fleet of
thirty-three sail of English transports, among whi~h he took
three to be men:of-war, and being so near, that he and a
gentle~an, passenger o? board, who is going to South-
Carohna, were both obhged to throw over all their papers
aod letters of consequence, expecting every moment to be
taken.

These gentlemen also inform that the French have two
fleets at sea, one of nine and the other of eleven sail-of-the-
line, who are supposed to cruise, in order to prevent the
progress of the Russian fleet in the Baltick. In all French
ports American vesse15are received with the utmost indul-
gence i.maginable,an,dthe French are daily in expectation
of hearmg.'h~ Colomes had declared their independency of
Great Bntazn; that an embargo had been laid three months
on all shipping outward bound in Spain, expectinITdaily a
declaration of war with Portugal.

<:>

Should. a ~ar .between .~pain .and Portugal take place,
France WI!! mevltably. assist Spazn; ~nd England, being by
treaty ob.hged to assist P01.tugal with a certain body of
troops, will have both the Powers of Spain and France to
tight.

Thursday last, Captain Parleer, in a privateer, who sailed
from Portsmouth about three wef.ks alTo sent in a prize
schooner, loaded with fish and oil; and ir1'pursuit of several
more, in sight, when he despatched the above.

Portsmouth, N. II., October 12, 1776,

Last Wednesday arrived at Falmouth, a prize ship of
between three and foul' hundr~d tons, from Portsmouth, in
England, to Q'~ebeck, lade~ with powder, nails, beef, but-
ter, &c.; had sixteen e:lmage guns, eight of which were

mounted.
stratagem.

She was taken by a privateer from Newbury, by

SILAS DEANE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.
Paris, October 13, 1776.

SIR: Before the receipt ~f this, you will have seen Mr.
Carmichael, to whom I refer you on many subjects. Yollrs
of the 8th I received since his departure, and have only to
ask of you to procure the proper testimonials of this very
extraordinary and cruel proceeding at H , respecting
Mr. Shoemaker, a family of which name I knew in Phila-
delphia. These testimonials will be a proper ground to go
upon in demanding satisfaction, which I do not think, how-
ever, had best be asked until the independence of the Col-
onies has been formally announced; and proper powers for
this step have been delayed strangely, or, perhaps, inter-
rupted. Your zeal in this cause reflects honour on your
private as well as publick sentiments of justice and rectitude,
and I will transmit to the honourable Congress of the United
States in my first letters a copy of your memoir. I am still
without intelligence of any kind from America, save that 00
the 20th of August, a battle was hourly expected at New-
York. No prospect of reconciliation. The British forces
in Canada are not likely to effect any thing this season; and,
consequently, all hopes in England rest on the event of a
single action at New- York, which the publick are made to
believe will prove decisive ;and so it may, if the fate of the
day should be for us, and the enemy have no retreat or
resources in America; but by no means decisive if it jnclin~
the other way. I trouble you with the enclosed for lVIr.
Carmichael.

I am, with great respect, &c., SILAS DEANE.

WILLIAM FITZHUGH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Annapolis, Maryland, October 13, 1716.

DEAR SIR: I had the honour to receive your favour of the
5th instant, and am much obliged to you.

I hope you will forgive the trouble I have given and
may hereafter give you by recommendations, and show no
more regard to them than you think, or may know, they
deserve, as in my situation I have many applicationswhich
might be thought unfriendlyto reject. You may,however
be assured that I will not name to you a man whomI d~
not know or believe to be worthy.

I supposeLieutenant Steward, if he deserves it, will be
promoted in the corps to which he belongs; and with respect
to Wilkinson, who I verily believe is a youn<r fellow of
great merit, I will endeavour, as you are pleased to advise,
to get him provided for in the battalions to be raised here.
But in the interim, as I presume you have frequent commu-
nication with General Gates, or the commanding officer of
the Northern department, I should be much ob]iged to you
for making mention of him, referrinu to his conduct and
behaviour.'

<:>

This Convention have now sent Commissioners to your
camp, to incorporate our Independent companies, and to
form into battalions such of our }i'lying-Camp as will enter
on the terms and conditionsdirected by Congressfor th~
Continental army, and carrying with them blank commis-
sions for such officers who will continue, or may be pro-
moted. I cannot say that conferrinu such a trust was
entirely agreeable to me; but as it could not be avoided I
mm'ed for and carried an instruction, "that the Commis-
sioners be instructed to consult with and take the advice of
his Excellency General Washington respecting the pro-
motion or appointment of officers." This I imagine will
guard against an evil which their want of experience and
knowledge in military affairs perhaps could not have
been avoided.

As my particular friend General Beall is of the Flyin<r:'
Camp, and the term of their service will expire on the l~t
day of .December next, I could wish to have had him'
appointed Colonel of tbe incorporated Independentoom-
panies; but it was tho:lght it. mipht b~ injurious to the Field
Officers of Colonel Smallwood s regIment. However if a
battalion is formed out of the Flying-Camp and remainder
of the Independent companies now with you, for the Con-
tinental service, the Brigadier (if he will accept of it) ought,
of course, to have th~ cOl?mand. It would be a pity, and
a real loss to the serVice, If so valuable an officer as Beall
should be discharged from it, as must be the case at the
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expiration of the term of the FJying-Camp unless some
provision is made for him. I believe this gentleman had
the honour to be known to you in former service, and there-
fore will not say more of him at present. His Brigade--
Major is a brave young man, and I hope will be provided
for in the new corps.

I am glad your loss on evacuating New- York was not
greater than you mention. It is less than I feared and
expected. I never looked on New- York as a place tenab:e
against an enemy commanding the water, even if their land
force had been inferiour to what it was, and I heartily rejoice
at your having made so good a retreat from it; but am still
distressed to think of your winter quarters, considering the
want of tents, warm clothing, &c. Yet, as many reinforce-
ments are going to you, and I trust will be provided with
e~ery thing necessary, I doubt not but that you wiJI be
able to keep your adversaries within due bounds this cam-
paign, and that they will be sick of their enterprise before
the middle of next summer. I am sorry to find tbat the
delay of Congress to settle a Confederation has created some
jealousy and uneasiness; but hope it will not be attended
by any evil consequences.

I believe our Convention now sitting will remonstrate
with Congress on the subject of Crown lands in the differ-
ent States, not already granted or located, as there is an
opinion held up that all such lands ought to be applied to
defray the general expense of the United States in the
war.

We have ordered eight battalions for the Continental
army, including our troops already sent, or such of them as
will engage during the war, to be raised immediately, and
have no doubt of tbeir being completed in proper time, as
the inhabitants of tbis State appeal' to me to have a warm
zeal for the cause of America.

I was applied to by many members of Convention to
go as one of the Commissioners to New- York, and should
have been exceedingly happy in the opportunity of paying
my personal respects to you, but am so very blind that I
ca,n scarcely walk across a room, and as matters of impor-
tance must come on, in the formation of a new Government,
which is now under consideration, I did not tbink myself at
liberty, or that it would be prudent, to leave the Convention
at this time, and therefore declined it.

Mrs. Fitzhugh is now with me, and joins in affectionate
compliments and best wishes for your health and success.

I have the honour to be, with sincere regard, your Excel-
lency's affectionate and obliged humble servant,

WILLIAM FITZHUGH.

P. S. Permit me to recommend to your countenance and
favour Captain Thomas Smyth, Jun., of Colonel Richard-
son's b~tta]ion, Flying-Camp, formerly a Lieutenant in
Colonel Smallwood's regiment. He is a son of my par-
ticular friend, Thomas Smyth, Esq., of Chester-Town, who
is now a member of our Council of Safety and Convention,
and is a brave and worthy young gentleman.

This will be delivered to you by Thomas Contee, Esq.,
who goes to the camp as one of our Commissioners. I beg
leave to introduce him to your usual civility.

The enclosed is a part of our Commissioners' instructions,
referred to in this letter.

Dear sir, yours affectionately,

them delivered with despatch. I have advanced to Mr.
William Roe £3 108. 4d., for his expenses and troub]e in

going to Annapolis for the money for the company, as per
the account encJosed, and beg the favour of your sending
the money by the first safe hand, as cash is very scarce with
me.

I am, sir, your most obedient and humble servant,
AQUILLA HALL.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., President.

LIEUTENANT BOND TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, Sunday Morning, October 13, 1776.

GENTT,EMEN: Captain Norwood being out of town, I
take lhe liberty of answering your letter. I have eighteen
men in the barracks in Baltimore which has received their
bounty, and some of them a month's advance; and I be-
lieve the Second Lieuten_ant has nine, which is all the men
there is enrolled in Captain Norwood's company, and I
don't think the remainder could be got in less than a month
from this time. Twelve of those men are willing to inlist
during the war, or be turned over to another company if
none of thl:]ir officers go with them.

Captain Deems is likewiseout of town; 'tis probableyou
may not hear from him per this express. He wants a num-
ber of his men, perhaps ten or twelve. The expense of our
men has been considerable, and I would be glad to know,
as they are at my charge, whether they will be turned over
to Deems's company, or discharged, and go free with what
they have. I will forward your letter to Captain Norwood
as fast as possible, that he may return the money not ex-
pended; and in the interim remain, gentlemen, your very
obedient servant, N BATHANIEL OND,

First Lieutenant of Norwood's Company.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

P. S. Since writing the above I have seen Captain
Deems, who has agreed to wait on you himself to-morrow
morning; and if Captain Norwood does not come in town,
I will likewise wait on you with the names of the men that's
enrolled. N. B.

THmfAs HUGHES TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Charles-Town, Cecil County, October 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: .I was in hopes I should by this day's post
have received some instructions from your Board about
Captain ~JltIaxwell'scompany's marching, as they bave been
furnished some days with guns and blankets and a few (not
above four or five) bayonets, which is all that could be got
here. Mr. Hartshorn called, at Baltimore agreeable to YOllr
order, and got cartouch-boxes and haversacks, and I am
told the canteens have since arrived at the Head-of-Elk;
but no tents are yet come, and the people here ask such
an exorbitant price for their coarse linen, that I think, if
there is any probability of getting them in Philadelphia, it
would be better for the company to go that far without
them. However, I shall act in that respect agreeable to
your instructions, whieh I hope you will forward as soon as
possible.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, .
THO. HUGHES.

WILLIAM FITZHUGH. .. To the honourable Council of Safety.
"That the Commissioners be instructed to consult with

and take advice from his ExceIJency General Washington, -
respecting the promotion or appointment of officers in Col- MARINECOMMITTEETO CAPTAINFALCONER.

onel Smallwood's regiment, and appointments to be made Philadelphia, October13,1776.

in the battalions to be formed of the Independent compa- SIR: Weare in great want of coals to make anchors and

nies and Flying-Camp of this State." other smith's work for the fi1gates here, and as you are
goin" on publick business'into the States of Connecticut,
Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, and New-Hampshire, you
may probably meet with some coals fit for smith's use, that
have been or may be taken on board some of the prizes
sent into those places. Should that happen, we request
you will purchase as many as will load two schooners
or sloops, and send them to us immediately. For this pur-
pose we desire you will buy two fast-sailing Marblehead
schoonel's or sloops that will sail and carry weB. Buy them
cheap as possible, and if you get coals send them here di-
rectly. If you get the schooners but cannot get the coals,
then put some salt, sugars, or rum, on board, as much in
value as you think will pay for a load of coals for each, at

A(tUILLA HALL TO MAl\.YLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

October 13, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to the resolve of Convention of nle 10th
September last, to select a company of volunteers out of
the Twenty-Third Battalion in Harford County, I now
make a return of the officers' Ilames which are appointed to
that company, and am of opinion a completer com pan)' has
not gone from 'Maryland. The officers are: Francis lIol-
land, Captain; John Carlisle, First Lieutenant; William
Young, Second Lieutenant; and Robert Morgan, Ensi"n.
If their commissions are sent to me sl}aB take care to h;ve
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about two shillings pel' bushel, and despatch them with the
same illllm~diateiy for James river, Virginia, consigned to
the Hon. Benjamin Harrison, Esq., enclosing him an in-
voice of the goods you send, and advising him to sell those
goods and load the vessel with coals immediately, despatch-
ing the same to us.

You will take care to procure active, good masters, mates,
and men, and manage the whole to the best advantage for
the publick; and as you have this and other business to
transact, we deliver you herewith foUl' thousand dollars, for
which you are to account on your return. We 'also give
you letters of credit and recommendation to the Continental
agents in each State, and a warrant authorizing you to sur-
vey the Continental fi'igates at Rhode-Island; but since
this was agreed to we have heard these frigates are com-
pleted and ready for the sea, which we hope may be true.

"\Ve are, sir, your very humble servants.

To Captain Nathan Falconer.

MARINE COMMITTEE-CIRCULAR.

Philadelphia, October 13, 1776.

SIR: This will be delivered to you by Nathaniel Fal-
coner, Esq., a gentleman in our service, and who has in
charge to execute some business for us in yours or the
neighbouring States. Should he stand in need of your
assistance we hope it will be readily afforded him, and if he
wants money you may depend that his drafts will be paid.
We recommend this gent1eman to your friendly attention,
and are, sir, your very humble servants.

To Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., Esq. ; Daniel Tillinghast, Esq.;
John Bradford, Esq.; John Langdon, Esq.

MARINE COJ\1MITTEE TO COMMITTEE AT RHODE-ISLAND.
Philadelphia, October 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We fear our orders of the 9th instant for
sendinO' a set of cannon from your State to New-Ilampshire,
may n~t. be so proper as we thought them at the time of
signing; because we are since informed through several
channels, that the frigates building under your directiou are
quite or very near fit for the sea, which is a very different
account from that which caused us to send that order.
Therefore to prevent inconvenience, or disadvantage to the
publick service, we despatch this immediately after the other,
and desire you may not forward the said cannon for Ports-
mouth, if your ships are actUally ready for service, for our
view is only to get such of the frigates as are ready into
action, and it matters not to us whether it be your's or the
New-Hampshire frigate that goes first. But you will still
answer what we have said to Governour Hopkins re-
specting cannon. ~

Weare, gentlemen, your humble servants.

To the Committee employed in building and fitting frigates
at Rhode-l~land.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO JOHN LANGDON.

Philadelphia, October ]3, 1776.

SIR: Since sending you our orders of the 9th instant, we
are well informed that the frigates at Rhode-Island are
ready for sea, amI if that is really the case, it would be im-
proper to strip them of the cannon to send them to you.
We ha ve now wrote the Committee to keep their cannon if
their ships are actuaJly fit for service, for we did not mean
by the former order to give a preference; it was our design
only to prevent the guns from lying useless there when you
wanted them. But we desire them to tell us whether they
will not cast another set, and on what terms.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.

To John Langdon, Esq.

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Boonton, New-Jersey, October 13, 1776.

SIR: I take the liberty to enclose you a letter which I
brought in person to ha \'e delivered. Truth is, a series of
accidents too trifling for recital, have prevented me the plea-
sure of attending the Convention according to my serious
intention for upwards of a month past. Among the last, let
me mention the loss of all my horses. As soon as I can

find anyone of them, or purchase another, I shall hasten to
the Fishkills. Mr. Lott is to my knowledge employed in
perfecting a state of his accounts for the inspection of the
House, and is, I assure you, the remotest degree possible
from contravening, disbelieving, or doubting your authority,
which, I dare say, he will give you the fullest evidence of.
But the disorders of the State have affected the private
affairs of every person near to the immediate seat of cop-
fusion. Judge then whether intricate accounts can be
instantly adjusted fmm papers hastily thrown together and
moved upon the spur of the occasion by any person what-
soe\'er, much less by one who is liable to continual inter-
ruptions by those who, being fellow sufferers with him in
the general calamity, claim the right of hospitality at his
board.

I am, respectfully, sir, yours, GOUV'R MORRIS.

To the honourable the President of the Convention of tl1e
State of New- York. In the care of Robert Morris,

. Lsq., Hackensack.

RICHARD DALLA~I TO ~IICHAEL HILLEGAS.

State of New-Jersey, Brunswick, October 13,1776.

Sm:: I am requested by the Deputy Quartermaster-Gen-
eral to transmit to Gustavus Risberg, his assistant at Phila-
delphia, the number of nineteen thousand seven hundred
and forty dollars, but ha ving no convenient opportunity of
transmitting it by, and thinking it may be of publick service
to have it paid in Philadelphia, I have taken this liberty to
mention it to you, and if you can, consistent with your
office, pay the aforesaid sum of nineteen thousand seven
hundred and forty doJlars, and debit me therewith till I
obtain another order on you from Congress, which I must
soon apply for, you will oblige me as well as Colonel
Biddle.

The Congress ha\e pointed out to me no particular mode
of transacting such matters as this, though I have requested,
which is the reason of my applying to you in this manner.

I expect to be in Philadelphia towards the last of this
week, on a visit to Mrs. Dallam, from whom I never was half
so long absent, and will get this in interim.

I am, sir, your very obedient, humble slrvant,
RICHARD DALI.AM, D. P. M. Gen'l.

To Michael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer.

CAPTAIN SMITH (ENGLISH) TO SAMUEL GLOVER.

Brookhaven, Long-]sland, N. Y., October 18, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of instructions I have just received
from Head-Quarters, you are forthwith to impress wagons
and horses for his Majesty's service. The number is un-
limited; therefore do not stint the cause. If you can't get
a sufficient number of wagons, teams will answer, a driver
for every team, which you'll send without loss of time, to
White Stone, near Flushing. I beg, sir, you'll exert your-
self on this occasion. Don't omit one moment, as it seems
to be critical.

JACOB SlI'IITH, Capt. 1st Compo 1st Bat.
De Lancey's Brigade.

To Samuel Glover.

COLONEL EWING TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Camp near Harlem, October ]3, 1776.

HONOURABLESIRs: I arrived here the 18th ultimo, where
I found the three companies I forwarded from Baltimore,
lindeI' the care of Major Edell, Captain Posey, Young, and
Lowe, the hItter of which I found wounded, whicb he re-
ceived in an engagement which happened the Monday
before I arrived. The next day we were joined by Captain
I£llnson and lYlagrnder, the 22d by Captain Tillard and
Bowie, ind the 1st instant by Captain Forrest, so that I
have eight companies here, and am in daily expectation of
Captain Brooks's company, which wiII complete my bat-
talion. Sorry I am to inform you that the battalion is very
sickly. By the last return, I had two hundred and thirty-
seven privates sick, besides officers, owinO'to our lyinO'on
the cold ground, without straw or plank, ~hich is not t~ be
had, and medicine very scarce. Great numbers of the sol-
diers are badlyoff for clothing. I have given the Captains
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orders on the Continental store for what things they want,
but even there they cannot be supplied. Numbers of the"
soldiers are without blankets. Several who never received
any, and some of the first three companies lost theirs in
leaving New- York. ,

I have furnished General Beall with the account of all the
arms and accoutrements received by my battalion from the
State of jlJaryland, as delivered me by the Captains, all but
Captain Posey, who is in the country at sick lodgings.

Yesterday morning we were alarmed here by an express
which arrived at Head-Quarters from General Heath, who
commands over King's Bridge, informing his Excellency
that the enemy had landed about four thousand troops, with
an intent of cuttjng off Dur communicatioo with the country;
upon which we were all ordered to our alarm-posts, and
General McDougal[s brigade, in which is Colonel Small-
wood and the Independent companies, were ordered to march
immediately to Ki'flg's Bridge. There was a report in the
eveninO" that the enemy were in possession of East aod
West-Chester; if so, am doubtful th!.) sick and wounded,
with a great deal of stores, are fallen into their hands. ,

There is mders come out for our soJdiers to cook three
days' provisions, and to ~old . th.emselves in read,iness for an
immediate march, by whIch Jt JS thought we will evacuate
this island.

About four days ago there Was three men-of-war, frigates,
went up North River past all our forts. One gentleman
walked the second deck, seemingly in command, as if
nothing was the matter, and seven forts keeping a constant
fire at the ship. What damage was done is qncertain, but
believed to be very triRing.

Our soldiers, what of them are in health, appear to be in
goo.d spirits, though ragged, and several without shoes to
their feet. The three first companies have gained great
honour under command of the Major, who I believe to be a
brave man; and I'm in hopes the other companies wlien
tried, will hOt disgrace them. All the Field Officer~ here
would be much obliged to you for the settlement of the rank
of the battalions and the officers of the Flying~Camp. It is
a very material affair; therefore hopes on receipt of this you
wil! settle it, and inform us how.

I have ordered the Captains to draw out the pay-roll of
their several companies agreeable to the mode here, by
which those of the officers who have not settled with you
will lose mileage. I have assured them that I have no doubt
but you will make it good to them.

I am, with due respect, honourable
dient servant,

sirs, your most obe~

THOS. EWING.

To the honourable Council of Safety.
Mr. Parsons, my Quartermaster, is arrived, who informs

me you are angry at my not writing, which is the cause of
my sending you so long an epistle, the incorrl;Jctnessof which
you will please eXCuse.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WARD.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 13, 1776.

SIR: I have been favoured with your two letters of the
3d and 6th instant. In answer to the first, I am not only
willinO",but shall be much obliged by your settling with the
gentle~nen to whom money was advanced for purchasing
arms, and for which purpose I have transmitted a list of the
warrants that were drawn in their favour. Before I left
Cambridge, some of the gentlemen (three, four, or 'more of
them) accounted with me; but having sent away my books,
in which their names and the balances. they paid in were
encJosed, some time before the e\'aCllation of New- York, I
cannot particularize them, and therefore have forwarded a
list of the whole.

In respect to the lattel', and the invoice it contains, as
the articJes seem alJ to be necessary, and many of them are
much wanted, I think you cannot do better tban to order
them to be sent to the Quartermaster-General, for the use
of tbe army here.

We are again deprived of the navigation of the North
River, and tbe supplies which used to come through that
channel, hy means of the enemy's fleet, three of their ships-
of-war, with three or four tenders, having passed our bat~
teries and chevaux-de:-frise, on the morning of the 9th,
without any apparent damage from the former, though a
heavy fire was kept up as they went by, or any interruption
from the latter. They now lay at Tarrytown, twenty-five.
or thirty miles above this.

Yesterday the enemy landed a considerable body of men
at Frog's Point, about nine miles from hence up the Sound,
and several vessels following in the evening, with troops on
board, and from the information received from two deserters
who came out last night, we have reason to believe that
their main force is now there, and that they have in view
the prosecution of their original plan, that of getting in our
rear, and cutting off our communication with the country.

The place they are at is rather an island than a point,
on every flood-tide being surrounded by water. I have
posted a part of our force on the passes leading from it, ~nd
have directed some smaJI works to be thrown up for their
security.

I am, &c.,
To Major-General Ward, Boston.

Go. WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL TASH.

Head-Quarters, October 13, 1776,

SIR: Since I wrote you by Lieutenant~Colonel Welch,
upon the subject of fixing on quarters for your' troops, I
have received from the Committee of Safety for this State
such an account of its alarming situation, owing to the num~
bel' of disaffected, together with the little confidence that
can be placed on the Militia of some of the Counties, that
I find it necessary to order a part of the New-Hampshire
troops to their assistance, and do therefore dirI;Jctyou to
march your regiment with aJI possible despatch to Fishkills,
where you will receive further directions £r'om the Com~
mittee. I think it will he proper to send an officer forward
to give the Committee notice of your coming, that they
may assign you the places where it will be most suitable to
post your men. I am, sir, &c.,

Go. WASHINGTON.

TQ Colonel Thomas Tash, of the New-Hampshire Militia.

P. S. Do not delay YOUI'march a moment,nor the send-
ing an officer to the Convention of this State, now sitting at
the Fishkills.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HARLEM, DATED OCTOBER 13,
1776.

Yeslerday morning, about four thousand of the enemy
landed at Fagg's, 01'Frog's Point, about six miles above
us. A detachment was immediately sent to oppose them;
the enemy got possession of the point, but, as I was informed
last nj"ht, had made no farther progress. Our people, I
am told, had taken up a bridge which was there, and felled
trees across the road, to obstruct them till a reinforcement
could arrive. In the afternoon, forty-two sail passed the
mouth of Harlem river, in their way to the point. They
consisted Qf sloops, schooners, brigs, and nine ships. I
expect there will be bloody work there to-day. From the
number of men landed and the ships that went up, I think
this can be no feint, but that the main hody of Howe's
army must be there, and that there he intends to make his
coup. This week win probably finish the campa~gn.

The day before yesterday tl;e General's barge, which
had run up the North River before the ships, returned, and
came opposite to ])-Iount TVashington, where our people
mistook her for one of the enemy's boats, fired at her, killed
three men, and wounded the Captain. .

Vpon the shipa' arrival at Dobbs's Ferry, they landed
some men, and plundered a storehouse, which is all the
damage I hear of their doing. To General Heath.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II. 65

COLO;NEL REED TO GENERAL IJEATII.

October 13, 1776.

SIR: It being necessary since the late movement of the
enemy to form some plan, the General proposes a meeting of
the General Officers this day, at twelve o'clock, at or near
King's Bridge. He desires you would give those in your

. divisionnoticeof it, with as little stir as possible,and by
the return of the m,essengerJet him know wlwre you would
have them meet, as we are strangers to a suitahle place.

I am, sir, in haste, your obedient, humble servant,
J. REED.
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COLONEL GRAYSONTO GENERAL HEATH.
Head-Quarters, October 13, 1776,

SIR: I beg leave to inform you that his Excellency (as
the enemy, did not attempt landing at }Uorrissania this
morning) thinks it would be advisable to send a stronger
force towards the two passes near the enemy,where our
men were posted yesterday, and aJso to throw up some
works for their cover and defence. He also recommends
stron,gly t~ your attention, the keeping a good Jook-out at
Pell s POInt, at the mouth of East-Chester creek, and at
Hnnt's and Willet's points, for the sake of gaining intelli-
gence, these posts to be considered as look-outs only.
Should the enemy make any movement, you will imme-
diate]y communicate it to Head-Quarters. You will write
to the General by return of this messenger, and let him
know what has happened since.

1 am, sir, your most obedient servant,
WILL'M GRAYSON,A. D. C.

To the Hon. Major-General Heath.

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS IN ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK.
October 13, 1776,

At a meeting of the Fie]d Officers of UlsterCounty, at
the house of Mrs. Ann Duboise, at the New-Paltz:

Present: Colonel Hasbrouck, Colonel McClaghry,Colo-
-nel Elmendorph, Colonel Hoornbeck, Major Jansen, Major

Wynkoop.
Have appointed Major Wynkoop to take the command

of the two hundred men immediately to be raised in said
County, pursuant to the resolves of the Committee of
Safety for the State of New- York, dated October10th and
lIth.

Also, unanimously agreed, that three Captains, three
First Lieutenants, and three Second Lieutenants, be ap-
pointed by the Fie]d Officers in ~heir respective regiments
in said County:

Colone] Hasbrow:k, one Captain, one First Lieutenant.
Colonel McClaghry, one Captain, two Second Lieuts.
Colone] Elmendorph, one Captain, one Second Lieut.
Colonel Hoornbeck, two First Lieutenants.

JONATHAN HASBROUCK, Colonel.

MAJOR CONKLING'S PAROLE.

I promise, on honour, not in any wise to forward or assist
the subjects or allies of the King of Great Britain, in their
operations against any of the United States of America.
Neither to correspond or have any connection with them
duringthe present war. I also further promise, that I will
return to the State of Connecticut when required, and sub-
mit to any determination the State of New- York may make
concernmg me.

Given under my hand at Say-Brook, this 13th day of
October, 1776.

THOMAS CONKLING.

GEORGE HOWELL'S PAROLE.

I promise, on honour, not in any wise to forward or assist
the subjects or allies of the King of Great Britain, in their
operations against any of the United States of America.
Neither to correspond or have any connection with them
during the present war.

Given under my hand, this 14th day of October, li76.
GEORGE HOWELL.

JOHN CARTER TO GENE RAT, GATES.

Albany, October 13, 1776,

SIR: I am favoured with' your letter of ,the 4th instant,
requiring me, and the gentlemen joined by Congress in
commission with me, to audit the accounts of the Northern
department, to repair immediately to Ticonderoga. Gen-
eral Schuyler had already acquainted me that he had
received a lett!3r from you, in which you desired him to order
us up to Ticonderoga. I informed him that we were sent
by Congress to this place for the purpose of examining
accounts, and that we were not under the direction of any
officer in the army. I conceive that the accounts which

are to be settled at Ticonderoga are by no means pressing,
and that they may be examined at the end of the campaign
as weJl as at present; but was it absolutely necessary that
they should be immediately liquidated, there are accounts
~ere of much greater consequence, which will render it
tmposslb]e for us to leave this place.

I am, very respcctfu]]y, sir, your most humble servant,
JOHN CARTER.

To Major-Genera] Gates.

COLONEL HARTLEY TO GENERAL GATES.

Crown-Point, October 13, 1776, hlllf-after 11 o'clock, A. M.

HONOURED SIR: The alarm of yesterday proves to be a
true one. The enemy are approaching. The wind is very
favourable to them. They have been firing, for two hours
past, a few heavy guns. I know not whether our fleet will
be able to effect a retreat to this place or not. The enemy,
I presume, will be soon on the neighbouring banks. If our
fleet should be beat and taken, I shall endeavour to make a

. retreat, if I have notice in time. I have sent off my sick
and heavy baggage. I hope they will be secured and
stored.

The want of ball in the fleet may be very un]ucky. I
am but a young officer, but shall act as weJl as I can.
C?ptai.n Chu~ch is here on a scout, with forty men. I de-
tam ]JJm a ]lttle. Should a retreat be necessary he will
make it with us. '

You depend upon the alarm guns. I have fired them
twice to-day.

I am told two sails are just in sight.
I am, in haste, your most obedient, humble servant,

THOS. HARTLEY.

Newark, in East-Jersey, October 21,1776,

On the lIth, instant, a hot engagement commenced on
Lake Champlazn, between the fleet under the command of
Genera] Arnold and that commanded by General Sir Guy
Carleton, which continued almost the whole da y and for, ,
the most part, was greatly in favour of General Arnold but
terminated to the advantage of General Carleton. '

William Briggs, a seaman belonging to the Washington
galley, on the lake, arrived here last Thursday. He says
that the English fleet consists of thirty-six sail, from a
twenty-gu~ ship to a gunboat, the whole commanded by
Genera] SII' Guy Carleton, General Burgoyne being indis-
posed; that two gondolas belonging to the English were
sunk, and thcir crews perished; and that eleven of our ves-
sels out of sixteen were taken, or run ashore and destroyed;
that the vessel commanded by Genera] Arnold was run
ashore and blown up. The Wasltington galley, under the
command of Genera] 1f1aterbury, and the crew, amounting
to one hundred and four, were treated with much po]ite-
ness, the wounded part taken great care of, all discharged
upon their parole, and guarded through the woods by some
soldiers, lest they shall fall in with the Indians, who were
there in great numbers; that the land forces did not come
out with the fleet, but were to follow in a day or two and
it was said, would invest Ticonderoga last Sunday. ' Uu;
troops at that post consisted of ten thousand effective men,
well supplied, and in high spirits. A bomb-ketch did great
damage to our vessels, many of the shells being thrown on
board with great exactness. Our loss in the engagement
not known; there were four killed, and some wounded on. 'board the Washmgton galley.

Colonel Dayton's battalion is ordered from Fort Stanwix
to Ticonderoga, and is to be replaced by Colonel Nicoll's,
fi'OlD the German Flats. The Mi]itia of the Counties of
Albany, Tryon, &c., were all in motion.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, October 13,1776,

SIR: Since mine of the 11th instant by express, have
received prett~ sure intelligence that a 1~lan is forming by
the noted .Major Rogers, a famous partIsan, 01' ranger in
tbe last war, now in the service of Genera] Howe, on Lo~O'-
Island, where he is collecting a battalion of Tories, w~h
such as he can procure from the main army, many of which
we understand have ]ately stole over to join him, and who
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are perfectly acquainted with every inlet and avenue into
'the towns of Greenwich, Stamfm'd, and Norwalk, where
are considerable quantities of Continental stores. The design
of Rogers, as far as we can learn, is from Huntingdon to
make a sudden deseent in the night more espeeialJy on the
town of lVorwalk, not only to take the stores there, but to
burn and destroy all before them there. It is to be noted
that about two hours will bring them over in the night from
Huntingdon to Norwalk, or the other towns mentioned, in
and near which are many Tories expected to join them.

The Militia lately returned into those towns and others
near, are mostly sick and infirm. I have understood that
the New-Hampshire Militia on their way for your army,
were ordered to be stationed for a while at Norwalk and
Greenwich, or Horseneck, but find now they are all moved
forward from Norwalk.

I thought it my duty to acquaint your Excellency with
every inte]]jgence from the enemy, and of their designs,
that you might take such steps as you should tbink proper to
counteract them. The towns mentioned are much alarmed,
especially Norwalk, who have taken an active part in bring-
ing off inhabitants, stock, and stores Ii'om Long-Island, and
are particularly threatened with reprisals being made upon
them.

I have ordered Captain Niles, in the Spy, to cruise along
the Sound as far westwardas it will be safe for bim to go,
which is perhaps as far as Byram river. He is now in
that quarter. I understand there are two small privateer
sloops now at or near Norwalk, viz: Captains Rogers and
Bond, tbe one believe belongs to the State of New- York,
the other Continental, but am informed they are about leav-
ing that station. If they with Niles were to cruise back
and forward along the Sound, and towards the western part,
they might be of special service to prevent any sudden
incursion of partie5 of the enemy from Long-Island, as well
as be safe convoys for your stores along the coast to Byram.
Colonel Niles only can be under my direction. Your plari
for a descent on Long-Island is ripeningas fast as possible
to be put in execution, and as far as I can learn by Colonel
Livingston, he cannot make out of those assigned to him
above eleven or twelve hundred men. Whether he ought
not to be joined 01' reinforced by as many as to make up
two thousand or more, must submit to your Excellency, on
whose knowledge and judgment I can most safely rely.

I have enclosed the copies of two letters discovered or
forced from the possessors,for your perusal, but tbe most
particular account of Rogers's intentions are from a friendly
woman of good character, wbo made her escape from
Huntingdon a few nights ago, where Rogtrs with his party
then was.

Our Assembly are now sitting at this place, and will have
to make out the arrangement of the officers for the new
army before they ri5e; therefore should beglad your Excel-
lency would forward tbe list desired as soon as may be, as
I expect one from General Gates of those in his department
in a few days.

J ONTH. TRmmuLL.

To His Excellency General Washington.

September 27, A. D. 1776.

I had a good passage one'r to the island, where I am at
present, and am like to remain. I am under Captain Fair-
child, in Colonel Rogers's battalion of Rangers, and as to
news of the Rebel side I find it as false as ever.

I have not heard from home since I came a;ay, and
should be exceeding glad if you could send me word. As
to 'my coming away, I must own that my wife as well as all
others was ignorant of my coming away, which makes me
the more anxious of bearing from home and sending home.
The whole say and desire of the army is to have the Rebels
stand their gound, and the jig will soon be to an end. I
should write to my wife above all others, but be kind enough
to let her know that I am well. We expect to remove
from Flushing to some other part of the island soon. Be
good enough to remember my love to my wife and child,
and if she has any desire to see this, let her. And you may
tell her from me that the British troops will never give over
until they have gained the victory. And furthermore tell
her if she regards her own safety not to forsake her own
house when the troops come through the country, for who-

ever leaves home. in that sort will have no favour shown to
them, but are deemed as Rebels and trea.ted as sllch.

J. CABLE.

To MI'. lIezekial Jarvis, Norwalk, to be left at Jont.
Heteburn's.

The above and foregoing is a tme copy from the original.
Examined per STEPHEN ST. JOHN, 2d.

New Town, Long-Island, September 28, 1776.

HONOURED MOTHER AND BROTHERS AND SISTER, I
take tbis oppertl1nity to Let you know that I are well Thanks
be to God Hoping These may Find you well as they Leave
me at tbis present and since it hath pleased God of his
Bountiful Goodness amongst y. rest of abilitys Bestowed on
me to give me a small use of y. Pen the Noblest of Arts

that I may convey the Ideas of my mind Tho at ever so
Great a Distance, and since it hath been my Misfortune to
leave my Native Shoal' to Seek on this Island a place of
Refuge f!"Om wicked and ungodly men,-vizt.-Eli is well
and likewise I are well, Caleb and Nathan is well Likewise.
My love to my wife and please to send her a Letter and
Let her know that I are well and expect §oon to see her
&c-the 27th of August Last the Loss or the Rebels on
this Island was 3550 killed and taken Prisoners. The
Loss of the British that they sustained was 250 men killed
and taken prisoners. But our army Consists now of Eighty
Thousand Besides Rangers and 200 Transports is expected
in every day Loden with men and unless they lay Down
their arms and Except of Mercy they will all be Destroyed
and cut off, they have Lost since August 27, 6000 men in
y Rebel Army.

So I remain your Friend and Brother, A I 0
STEPHEN FOUNTAIN.

To Mr. Darias Olmsted, att Norwalk This with care.

The above and foregoing is a true copy of the original.
Examined per STEPHEN ST. JOHN, 2d.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.

New-Haven, October 13,1776.

SIR: I hope every thing will be prepared on my part,
and to your mind, that may facilitate your expedition to
Long-Island, though I cannot but wish your party to be
increased to at least two thousand men to go with you, or
that you should be reinforced with as many as to make up
that number soon after your arrival. I have wrote my
sentiments to General Washington on that head. Since
you left Ntw-Haven have received intelligence, which
believe may be depended upon, that the infamous Major
Rogers, now employed by General .Howe, and who you
know was a famous partisan or ranger in the last war is
collecting a battalion of Tories on Long-Island and fr~m
the main, many of whom have joined him at Huntingdon;
that he proposes soon to make a sudden attack in the night
on Norwalk, to take the Continental stores, and lay waste
the inhabitantsthere. Hopewe shall be able to frustrate his
designs; but thought it on my part to acquaint you with every
intelligence I receive from that quarter. Have therefore
enclosed you a copy of two letters lately found, and forced
from the possessors; but, the most particl,llal' account of his
plan and intentions are from a friendly woman of good char-
acter,who lately made her escape from Huntingdon over to
the main a few nights ago. I have no need to apprise you
of the art of this Rogers. He has been a famous scouter, or
woods-hunter, skilled in waylaying, ambuscade, and sudden
attacks; to lead his men on, and very careful to get himself
off, though often leaves his men in the lurch.

I dare say you will guard against being surprised by him
or any other party. If he could be surprised and taken with
o~e <?aptain Fairchild and some others, who have joined
hIm, It would be a notable stroke on the Tories at least.

You will be so good as to advise me if any difficulties
happen in the way of your preparations, and be assured that
nothing shall be wanting in my power to obviate and remove
them.

I am, most respectfully, sir, your obedient, humble ser-
vant,

JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To ColonellIenry B. Livingston, Saybrook.
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JOS. WHIPPLE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Portsmouth, October 13, ]776,

SIR: Tbe Committee of Safety for tbis State having by
an ad vertisement bearing date the 25th of July past, very
seriously and urgently recommended to the inhabitants and
proprietors of tb0 several towns and tracts of land tberein, to
repair their roads and brir!ges, so tbat warlike and other
stores might be transported Jor the defence and tlse of the
inhabitants of the frontier towns, particularly the road lead-
ing from Wolflorough through Conway to tbe Upper Cohos,
and the said recommendation having been totally disre-
garded, excepting only by the jt1asonian proprietors, who
have repaired their roa.d from Wolflorough toward COliway :
I therefore, in behalf of myself and the publick, who are
great sufferers by said neglect, beg leave with great defer-
ence to the judgment of the Committee, to request tbeir
immediate consideration on this su~iect, for as the winter
season is now near at hand, it will be a matter of great
difficulty to make tbe repairs a fe\v weeks later. The road
which is refen'ed to in the Committee's advertisement, and
which is still neglected, leads from the Upper Cohos down
to Conway, where the bridges are lifted out of place by
a remarkable freshet, which happened a year past, which
renQers passing almost impracticable for horses, and totally
so for a carriage of any kind, and also many trees (wind-
faJls) lying across the road.

I humbly conceive that a detachment from the companies
now stationed at Northumberland and Conway might effect
this business, without any detriment to the publick good;
which, however, 1 submit to the wisdom of the Committee.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient and most humble servant,

few days. He writes, however, that he shall proceed and
endeavour to ha ve matters settled before his return.

Genera] Rut/lerford, of North- Carolina, he was informed,
had returned to about Keowee, after laying waste the valley
towns. -

Captain James ltf Call, of South- Carolina, who was
taken prisoner the 1st of Jltly last, by the Cherokees, was
then with Colonel Christian if) his camp, in good health;
and desires this piece of intelligence to be made publick for
the satisfaction of his family.

Of the 15th Colonel Christia,n writes, dated Broad river,
that he was just then preparing to march a little' after sun-
rise. That Captain Gist came in the night before with a
flag from the Raven warriour, to intercede for C/wte, as
from the answer he received to his first flag, he had turned
all of his nation that he had int1uence over, and moved off
with his men from the Indian camp, upon which the others
followed. Captain Gist informed, that numbers yesterday
morning were moving off their families and corn; that one
thousand of the valley and Jower settlement Indians are
now on this side, having quitted their country, and that
Cameron will try to assemble them all somewhere about
Hywassee, to defliUd that place, or bring them to fight. He
also says that there are several small parties about our camp,
who will do what harm they can; but that no general battle
will be fought until our army crosses the Tenesee, or
towards Hywassee, if the Colonel fo]]ows tbe enemy there.
Colonel Christian supposes that Captain Gist's coming with
a flag was only an excuse for his leaving the Indians, and
that he seems sorry for what he has done, although tnany
of the army are much exasperated against him.

J. WHIPPLE.
To the Honourable the Chairman of the Committee of

BALTIMORE

Safety.

'iVilliamsburgh, November 1,1776.

By a letter fi'omColonel William Chri.~tianto his Excel-
lency the Go~-eI'llour,of the 14th October, we have the
following intelligence, viz: That on the 12th, a white man
came in with a flag jj'om the Raven warriour of Chote,
desiring peace, the nigh't before he crossed Broad -river;
whosereply was that they must first deliver up Cameron,
the incendiary, and our p!'isoners in their nation, and lay
down the hatchet; otherwise he should cross the- river and
lay waste their towns, only extending mercy to such as had
behaved well to the States of America. The Colonel had
good reason to believe that this flag was only sent to amuse
him, although the real sentiments of three towns under the
influence of the Raven. The man who came with a flag
informed, that the advanced parties of the enemy were then
about his camp, and that the whole strength of the nation
would be ready to dispute his crossing the !'iver that even-
ing; which determined the Colonel immediately to set about
finding a proper ford, which his lookouts werefortllnate
'enough to discover by seeing four Indians pass over. How-
Bver, an unfrequented place, a Jittle below, was pitched
upon for the purpose, and at ten at night he set out with
between ten and eleven hundred men, two hundred of them
on horseback, and by one o'clock in the morning got safely
over, not without much danger and difficulty, the river being
about half a mile broad, deep and rapid, and the riight very
dark, so that none of the men could wade, and he was fre-
quently obliged to make lights. About an hour before day
he marched to within a mile of the spot where he expected
the enemy were encamped, and at sunrise surrounded the
place, but found the Indians were gone; whereupon he
ordered the remaining part of the army, with the provisions
and the baggage, to be brought over, which was happily
effected. That day the Colonel was informed, by some
spies, that the whole force of the nation was near him, with
a determined resolution to attack him, and to skirmish with
him on his march to the towns. One of their' principal
views was to destroy the cattle and horses, and in obedience
to Stuart's orders (now at .Mobile) they were resolved to
make no peace, but to fight and retreat. The Colonel
expected it would take him four or five days to reach their
towns, as he should march very s]ow, and in order of battle.
It was reported that Stuart was sending eight hundred
Creeks, who were expected at the Cherokee towns in a very

COllIMITTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Committee, Baltimore, October 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have a deposition made by
Mr. David Evans, a respectable inhabitant of this town,
against Francis Saunderson, for sundry expressions, which
appeared to us of such dangerous tendency that we conceive
it to be our duty to transmit him to you for further exami-
nation. We have accordingly sent him under a guard of
the MiJitia, accompanied by MI'. Evans the evidence ao-ainst
him. The charge against :Mr. Saunderson enraged the
people so much that it was with much difficulty he could
be protected from the popular resentment.

By order of the Committee:
SAM'L PURVIANCE, Jun.

To the honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis.

WILLIAM DAVIS TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
Philadelphia, October 14,.1776.

SIR: Permit me to request you wi]] please to assure the
honourable the Congress of the grateful sense I entertain of
their appointment of me to be Deputy Mustermaster Gen-
eral to the Flying-Camp. As my health is better estab-
lished than I expected, 1 hope they wi]] accept my resigna-
tion of the cpmmission they were pleased to give me, as the
apprehension of a bad state of health was the principal
cause of my solicitation. The trouble I have given you
will, I hope, be excused.

1 am, very respectfully, sir, your obliged and most obe-
dient servant, W

. -

DILLIAM AVIS.

To the Hon. John Hancock, President of Congress.

MEMORIAL OF THE CHEV ALlER D' ANTIGNAC.

[Read October 16, 1776. Referred to the Board of War.]

To the honourable the Delegates from the STATESOF AlI1ER- .
ICA in Congress assembled:

The Memorial of the Chevalier D'ANTIGNAC humbly
showeth :

That your memorialist takes the liberty of offering his
services for raising a regiment of Light-Horse. No military
person is ignorant of the utility of such troops, either for a
coup-dc-main, for obtaining intelligence, or for 5ll1'prising an
enemy; in short an army unprovided of such troops must
be exposed to many hazards and inconveniences.

The knowledge I have in this part of the service induces
me to make the following proposal to the honourable Con-
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gress; and if they will place so much confidence in me, I
flatter myself my conduct will be approved of. Should it
be agreeable to the honourable Congress to raise a regiment
of Ligllt-Horse, I will undertake to teach tbe men to ride,
exercise and perform all the necessary evolutions in three

. months; or should a regiment not be approved of at present,
I will undertake to do the same with a company of fifty
men, flattering myself the Congress will honour me with
tbe rank of Colonel.

I bave bad tbe honour of serving in the King of France's
First Company of Musketeers, and it is well known tbai
the King frequently grants regiments to those musketeers
who can afford the expense, as that corps consists of rhe
first nobility. But my circumstances did not permit me to
arrive at that honour, as supporting the rank of a Colonel
in France is attended with a heavy expense; but be can
s\lpply what is requisite in this country.

It is not from an interested motive that your memorialist
is come into America, but from a principle of honour and
liberty; therefore does not desire any pay till he has proved
himself worthy the esteem of the honourable Congress, but
will serve the campaign at his own expense, rank being all
he is ambitious of. .

All which is humbly submitted to the consideration of
the honourable Congress.

CHAMBARON, Chevalier d'Antignac.

LANCASTER (PENN.) COMMITTEE TQ RICHARD PE'rERS.

In Committee, Lancaster, Pa., Octo1;Jer14, 1776.

SIR: Our last post brought the Committee your letter
of the 9th instant, upon receipt of whicb I applied to Mr.
Yeates for your lett!:)r respecting Captain Hesketh's bag-
gage, which is now sent by Christian Schwartz's wagoner,
being one trunk, one valise, one portmanteau, one pair of
canteens, which Sergeant Cooper says contains all the bag-
gage of Captain Hesketh whicb was under his care, except
the coat and breeches mentioned in tbe Captain's letter to
the Sergeant, which are delivered to Allen's wife by Cooper.
Sergeant Coop€r desires me to mention that Captain Hes-
keth's late servant, Allen, is dead.

I have made no agreement with the man about the price
he is to have for carriage, but leave that to you.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
WILLIAM H. ATLEE, Chairman.

To Richard Peters, Esq.

To llis Excellency GEORGE W ASHJNGTON,Esquire, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Troops raised and employed in
the service of the FREE, UNITED, AND INDEPENDENT
STATES OF AMERICA.

lUay it please your Excellency:
Tbe honourable House of Assembly of Pennsylvania

having, by their commission under their seal bearing date
the 6th of April this present year, 1776, been pleased to
appoint me a Captain in the First Battalioo of the Regi-
ment of Riflemen raised for the protection of that State, and
now called out and acting in the Continental service under
the immediate cQmrnandof tbe Right Honourable Brigadier-
General Lord Stirling, I bave till now continuedto do the
duty of my station in the regiment aforesaid; but from the
present bad state of my constitution, occasioned by the
fatigues and hardships underwent in the present campaign,
finding myself unable any longer to sustain the burthen
which necessarily attends the command of a company, it is
my request that your Excellency will be pleased to accept
of my resignation of the commission I bear as aforesaid,
(and which I now enclose,) and permit me to pass home to
my place of residence.

I am, with the greatest regard, sir, your obedient and
very humble servant,

A LNDREW ONG,
Captain Third Co. First B. P. Rifle Regiment.

October 14, 1776.

I do certify that Captain Andrew Long has served this
campaign with the First Battalion of the Pennsylvania
Riflemen, and tbat he is now reduced by sickness to an
infirm state of health, and that he is unfit for the service.

ENNION W ILLIUIS, }}lqjor,
First Battalion Pa. Regiment of Riflemen.

To His Excellency General Washington.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read October 21,1776: referred to Board of War.]

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 14, 1776.

SIR: His Excellency having gone this morning to visit
our posts beyond King's Bridge, and the several passes
leading from Frog's Point and the necks adjacent, I have
the honour to inform you, by his command, that no interest-
ing event has taken place since his letter by yesterday's
post.

Every day's intelligence from the Convention of this
State holds fOl1h the discoveries of new plots and of new'
conspiracies. Some of the members seem to apprehend that
circumstances are upon the eve of breal,ing out, and have
suggested the necessity of sei:&ing and securing the passes
through the Highlands, lest the disaffected should do it.
Their preservation being a matter of the greatest importance,
his Excellency, notwithstanding the situation we are in with
respect to troops, has detached Colonel Tash, with his regi-
ment, lately'from New-Hampshire, in addition to the Militia
mentioned in his last, with directions tQ receive orders from
the Convention as to the station and postshe is to occupy-.

There are now in our possession several persons, inhabit.
ants of this State, who had engaged to joiu the enemy, and
who were interceptedin goingto them. There are alsotwo
who confess they have been with them, and that they had
actually engagedin their service,but findingthe terms (the
bounty, pay, &c.) not so adv.antageous as they expected
from the information they had received, they were induced
to return. As the affairs of this Governmentare in a pre-
carious situation, and such as the ConventiQn themselves
seem to think forbid their interposition, further than taking
measures to apprehend them, his Excellency would wish f

to obtain the sentiments of Congress, and their direction
upon a subject so extremely critical and delicate, andwhich
in the consideration of it, involves many important conse-
quences.

Your favour of the 9th, with its several enclosures, his
Excellency received yesterday morning by the express, who
proceeded immediately on his journey.

October 17.-1 am desired by his Excellency to acquaint
you that we are again obliged to changeour disposition,to
counteract the operations of the enemy declining an attack
upon our Ii'ont. Tbey havedrawn the main body of their
army to Frog's Point, with a design of hemming us in, and
drawing a line in our rear. To prevent the consequences
which WQuld but too probably follow the execution of their
scheme, the General Officers determined yesterday that our
forces must be taken from hence, and extended towards
East and West-Chester, so as to out-flank them.

.
General

Lee,'" who arrived on ]}londay, has strongly urged the abso-
lute necessity of the measUre. It is proposed to leave a
garrison at Fort Washington, and to maintain it, if possible,
in order to preserve the communication with the Jerseys.
They are landing their artillery and wagons upon the point,
and there are now several boats passing up the Sound full
of men.

I have the honour to be, with
your most obedient servant,

the greatest respect, sir,

ROB'T H. HARRISON.

P. S. The post not having come in since Sunday, till
to-day, has been the occasion of not !,'l'iting you since that
time. He was expected as usual, which prevented an
express being sent.

GENERAl, LEE TO GENERAL GATES.

Fort Constitution, October 14, 1776.
My DEAR GATES: I write this scroll in a hurry. Col-

onel Wood will describe the position of our army, which in
my own breast I do DOt approve. Inter no.~, the Congress
seem to stumble every step. I do not mean one or two of
the cattle, but the whole stable. I bave been very free in

.

delivering my opinion to 'em. In my opinion, General

"
October 14, 1776.-Genera.l Heath, with the Generals under his com-

mand, reconnoitred the enemy at Prog's Xeck; afterwards, the General
Officers of the army reconnOItred the various grounds. The same day
Major-General Lee was ordered to qw command of the troops above
King's Bridge, now become the largest part of the .!lmerican army. But
General Washington had desired him not to exercise the eommand for
a day or two, until he couId make himself aequainted with the post its
eircllmstances, and arrangements of duty. A great number of slo~ps
boats, ~c., were J?~ssing th~ .Sottnd eastward, just at dlIHk, probably
conveymg ammumtlOn, provIsIOns, &c., to the troops at Frog's Point.-
Heath.
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Washinaton is much to blame in not menacing 'em with
resignation, unless they refrain frolll unhinging the army by
their absurd interference.

Keep us Ticonderoga; much depends upon it. We
ought to have an army on the Delaware. I have roared
it in the ears of Congress, but carent auribus. Adieu, my
dear friend; if we do meet again, why we shan smile.

Yours,
C. LEE.

ROBERT II. HARRISON TO PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 14, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of the 12th, addressed to Mr. Ti(lJh-
man, ju~t now came to hand, which I took the liberty to
open, as he is out with his Ex.cellency visiting the posts
beyond Kinu's Bridge, and the several passes leading from
Frou's Poi~t and the adjacent necks. General Mifflin wiJl
writ~ you about the boards, &c., which wem coming down,
and give directions how they are to be disposed" of.

The hint you are pleased to mention may prove of infinite
importance. I don't know that its authenticity should be
doubted. Many circumstances combine to give it a face of
probability, if not of entire certainty. The enemy are still
on the point. The report which was first brought, and
which was current through the camp, was premature, so far
as it regarded their disposition and marching in two divisions
to East and West-Chester. Colonel Tash, lately from
New-Hampshire, is ordered up with his regiment to your
assistance, anrl for the security of such posts and passes as
the Conventicm may think necessary.

General Lee just now arrived, and is gone after his
Excellency. Lord Stirling is well.

I am, in haste, and with respect, sir, your most obedient
servant,

ROB'T H. HARRISON.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The enemy have made no move from
Frog's Point since yesterday; at least we have heard of
none. I am just going up with his Excenency to East and
West-Chester, to see how matters stand. I shan therefore
be able to give you better information to-morrow.

I am, gentlemen, yours most respectfully,
TENCH TILGH~rAN.

To Robert R. Livingston or William Duer, Esq., of the
Committee of Correspondence, Fishkill.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL NIXON.

King's Bridge, October 14, 1776.

DEAR SIR: His Excellency General Washington has
directed me to take the command of an the troops on this
side of King's Bridge, until further order. I therefore
desire that you would have the troops which have marched
this day to the eastward of the bridge, by Williams'.~, com-
pletely ready to turn out in case the enemy should make
an attack this night. Should the attack be made towards
Frog's Point, you win endeavour to support the regiments
that are posted at the passes there. Should the attack be
made at or near East- Chester landing, you will make the
best disposition of your troops and repel them. If you
should discover any new movement of tbe enemy, you will
please to send me notice thereof immediately by one of the
Ligbt-Horsemen.

I am just informed tbat a guard is absolutely necessary
at Rodman's Point, next to East-Chester creek. Colonel
How is near the landing-place with a regiment of Militia.
Whether he can mount this guard or not, I cannot tell; it
would be well to inquire. You will please to acquaint the
other brigade, or brigades if General l1>IcDougall's is got
down, with the contents of this. .

I am, dear sir, with respect, your most humble servant,
W. HEATH.

To Brigadier-General Nixon.
P. S. If there sbould be no attaek your way, and one

this way, you will march part of your troops to our assist-
ance, taking care not to weaken yout' own post too much.
We shall do the same to you.

GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL SAHGENT.

King's Bridge, October 14, 1776.

DEAR SIR: As two or three brigades have moved this
day beyond fVilliams's, you will not march over to support
the regiments near Frog's Point without further orders, as
this post may be left too bare. This you will mention to
Colonel Chester in case of alarm, and to Colonel lIand,
&c. .

I have just received information that a large number of
boats were seen off M'illfett's Point about sunset, full of
men, and were standing eastward.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,

To Colonel SIl1-gent.
W. HEATH.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL REED TO CHARLES

PETTIT, DATED WHITE-PLAINS, OCTOBER 14, J776.
I had at one time concluded that the enemy would go

into winter quarters, satisfied with the summer's business,
but I find I was mistaken. They have taken post above
the main body of our army, keeping constantly the same
object in view: tbat of surrounding us. We have now
every advantage of ground, and if the men will fight, I can-
not but bope we shall foil them in any attempt they make.
My own opinion is, that if we cannot fight them here we
cannot any where.

I am sorry to say too many officers from all parts leave
the army when danger approaches. It is of the most ruin-
ous consequences. It breaks the spirit that remains, and
we are obliged to do the duty of the absent. They sbould
be ordered back without exception, and even compelled.

Every nerve should be strained to collect and forward
provisions from Pennsylvania and New-Jersey; for if we
can keep the enemy at bay but a little time, they must fight
us under great disadvantage, or the season will drive them
off. I hope our friends there will do what they can for us,
while we are exposing our lives for them.

I was much surprised at your mentioning me as one pro-
posed for Governour. I wOlJldnot on any account consent
to it, or any thing of the kind. Pray do all you can to
suppress any such measure.

PETER VAN NESS TO PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

Claverack District, October 14, 1776.

SIR: I beg leave to enclose you a pay roll of a detach-
ment of men out of my regiment, who have been upon tbe
publick service in Manor Livingston last month. By the
directions of Mr. Yates, I now take the liberty to request of
you to lay the same before the honourable Convention for
their approbation, and if they see fit, to order that the same
may be discharged at the publick expense of this State. I
conceive this requisition will not be thought unreasonable,
when I represent to you the exhausted state of my regiment
by the voluntary inlistment and repeated drafts that are
gone out of tlfe same into the service, as well as the fre-
quent alarms and dangers within and about us to which
they are exposed, and upon which occasion they now are
and have been frequently called out, to the insupportable
damage of many, unless in some measure indemnified at the
publick charge. Should the Convention think proper to
allow it, give me leave to request of you to acquaint me
therewith.

I am your most obedient, very humble servant, ,

PETER VAN NESS.

To Colonel Peter R. Livingston, President of the honour-
able the Convention of the State of New-York.

RICHARD VARICK TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, October 14, 1776-three o'clock, P. M.

DEAR G I<:NERAL:Yesterday Mr. Trumbull and myself
returned safe f/'Omour tour to Tyonderoga. We arrived
at Fort George about eleven on the night of the day we
left you.

I tender YOll my sincere thanks, my dear sir, for the civil-
ities I have experienced fi'om yourself and the gentlemen of
your family during our stay at Tyonderoga. I hope I
shall have it in my power to make a suitable return of good
offices. I sball esteem myself happy in serving you at any
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time. Your free and unrestrained commands will lay
additional obligations on me.

A<Treeable to your directions, I have ordered Captain
Veeder and his company to the saw-mill, at Cheshire's, and
have also ordered Captain Hodge, with his company, (who
were just returnin<T from desertion,) to go on the road, and
have requested Colonel Van Dyke to attend to it that they
do their duty faithfully. My General informs me that he
has directed Colonel Wynkoop to superintend it.

I have directed Mr. Renssalaer to send to you all the
nails he can possibly procme. No spades are to be had)
the blacksmiths are ordered to make them as f;:ist as POSSI-
ble. No thread for cartridges is in store; I have directed
the store-keeper to collect some for your use. Oakum is
not to be had. While I am here, I shall do my utmost
endeavours to supply your wants.

As soon as I have a little time, I sha1l endeavour to pro-
cure some dishes, and soup and other plates, for your mili-
tary family. I think it will be more prudent, because
eventually less expensive, to purchase pewter dishes. In-
deed, 1 have reason to apprehend that stone dishes or tea-
table furniture, are hard to be got at this juncture. On
mentioning it to the General's lady, she agreed that my
suspicions were by no means ill-founded. However, you
may depend on a supply of one or other-sort.

Pour o'clock. Just this moment I am honoured with a
letter from General Schuyler, enclosing General Arnold's
letter to you. I shall transmit a copy to his Excellency by
this day's post. I wish the enemy may not have overtaken
him ere this, if so, his fleet must undoubtedly faJl, if his
information be just of the strength of the enemy's fleet,
which I cannot doubt at aIL He has good reason to render
his humble and hearty thanks for saving him from his more
than cruel enemies.

I fear the next express wiII announce something worse.
His vessels wiIJ not beat to windward. God grant that
such gaJlant officers and men may be preserved for our
country's defence. I sha1l be happy to hear of the fleet's
safe arrival at Crown Point.

As soon as the General returns from Saratoga, where he
purposes to remain only four or five days, and I have settled
my account with him, I shall enter on the duties of my
new office, which I hope to execute with justice to my
country, and with honour to my friends and myself. I
sha1l, however, be under obligations to you, my dear sir,
for your advice and instructions in such parts as I may
be deficient. Congress have sent none, though General
Schuyler has long since asked it. I shall ever be happy to
be taught, especially in matters where my honour as a gen-
tleman is so nicely connected with the duties of the office
Congress have been pleased to honour me with.

.

I wish my most respectful compliments to General St.
Clair, Colonel Trumbull, and the gentlemen of your family.

If you are like to have a sacrifice of some of our enemies
at your lines, I should be happy to be at Tyonderoga to
see them suffer for their temerity.

I am, dear General, with every respectful sentiment,
your most obedient and very humble sen-ant,

RICH'D V ARICK.
To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

Be pleased to deliver the enclosed.

RICHARD VARICK TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Albany, Oetober 14, 1776.

SiR: I do myself the honour to enclose you copy of a
letter from General Arnold to Major-General Gates, which
was this day received by General Schuyler, when on his
way to Saratoga, and enclosed to me with directions to
send a copy thereof to the Convention.

I congratulate my countrymen on the valour and gal-
lantry our officers and men appear to have evinced on the
occasion. This may serve once more to convince our
enemies that Americans will and dare fight them, &c., &c.,
&lc., tbough superiour in numbers arid strength.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
RICHARD VARICK.

To the President of the Convention of ::itate of New- York.

P. S. Our fleet consisted of sixteen sail and about eight
hundred officers and men. Tbe vessels lost were of smaJl
force.

. R. V.

,
COLONEL VARICK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, Oetober 14,1776, half-after 3, P. M.

SiR: I do myself tbe honour to enclose copy of a letter
fro~l General Arnold to General Gates, transmitted by the
latter from Tyonderoga, and this moment received in Gen-
eral Schuyler's absence, who is now on bis way to Saratoga.

The lead arrived at Fort George on Saturday last, and
was immediately forwarded; the powder left this on the
same day, and is probably now at or near Fort Geor!Je,
where it will not be delayed a moment, the commandmg
officer having General Schuyler's directions to forward it
i nstandy on its arrival to the army.

I am, very respectfully, YOUI'ExceJlency's obedient and
most humble servant,

RICH'D V ARICK.

To His ExceJlency General ~Vashington, &c., &lc., &c.

Sehuyler's Island, Oetober 12, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Yesterday morning, at eight o'clock,
the enemy's fleet, consisting of one ship mounting sixteen
guns, one snow mounting the same number, one schooner
of fourteen guns, two of twel VI', two sloops, a bomb-ketch,
and a large vessel (that did not come up,) with fifteen or
twenty flat-bottomed boats or gondolas, carrying one twelve
or eighteen-pounder in their bows, appeared off Cumberland
Head. We immediately prepared to receive them. The
galleys and Royal Savage were ordered under way: the
rest of our fleet lay at an anchor. At eleven o'clock they
ran under the ]1'1'of Valcour, and began tbe attack. The
schooner, by some bad management, feU to leeward, and
was first attacked; one of her masts was wounded, and her
rigging sbot away. The Captain thought prudent to run
her on the point of Valcour, where aU the men were saved.
They boarded her, and at night set fire to her. At half~
past twelve the engagement became general, and very
warm. Some of tbe enemy's ships and aU their gondolas
beat and rowed up within musket-shot of us. They con-
tinued a very hot fire with round and grape-shot until five
o'clock, when they tbought proper to retire to about six or
seven hundred yards distance, and continued the fire till
dark.

Tbe Congress and Washington bave suffered greatly;
the latter lost her First Lieutenant kiUed, Captain and
M aster wounded. The New- York lost all her officers
except the Captain. The Philadelphia was hulled in so
many places that she sunk about one hour after the engage-
ment was over. The whole kiJled and wounded amounted
to about sixty. The enemy landed a large number of
Indians on the island and each shore, who keep an inces-
sant fire on us, but do little damage. The enemy had, to
appearance, upwards of one thousand men in batteaus pre-
pared for boarding. We suffered much for want of seamen
and gunners. I was obliged myself to point most of the
guns on board the Congress, wbich I believe did good exe-
cution. The Congress received seven shot between wind
and water; was hulled a dozen times; had her mainmast
wounded in two places, and her yard in one. The Wash-
ington was lllllled a number of times; her mainmast shot
through, and must have a new one. Both vessels are very
leaky, and want repairing.

On consulting with General Waterbury and Colonel Wig-
glesworth, it was thought pl'lldent to return to Crown-Point,
every vessel's ammunition being nearly three-fourtbs spent,
and the enemy greatly superiour to us in ships and men.
At seven o'clock, Colonel Wigglesworth, in tbe Trumbull,
got under way; the gondolas and smaU vessels followed;
and the Congress and Washington brought up tbe rear.
Tbe enemy did not atlempt to molest us. Most of the
fleet is this minute come to an anchor. The wind is smaU
to the southward. The enemy's fleet is under way to lee-
ward, anQ beating up. As soon as our leaks are stopped;
the whole fleet wiJl make the utmost despatch to Crown-
Point, where I beg you wiJl send ammunition, and your
further orders for us. On tbe whole, I think we have had
a very fortunate escape, and have great reason to return
our bumble and bearty thanks to Almighty God for pre-
serving and delivering so many of us from our more than
sa vagI' enemies.

I am, dear General, your affectionate, humble servant,
B. ARNOI,D.

P. S. I had not moved on board the Congress when
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DR. POTTS TO RICHARD VARICK.

General Hospital, October 14, 1776.
My DEAR MAJOR: It gave me much paio to hear of

your illness. I long very anxiously to be with you, espe-
cially as the enemy are advancing. IS it possible their Beet
can be superiour to ours? No provisions here, nor none 00

RICHARDVARICKTO THE COMMITTEEOF STOCKBRIDGE. the road that I can hear of. I know there is nooe at Fort
Albany, October14,[our o'clock, P. M. Edward or the Half-1Uoon. Would to God you could

GENTLEMEN: By despatches fi'om General Arnold, prevail on. our good Genera! to order me over imme?iatel~.

arrived about half an hour aO'o we are advised that on I am makmg up every rag mto bandages. Dr. Strmger IS
Friday last our fleet on Lake

0

Champlainhad an enO'aO'e-at length arrivedat Albany, on the 5th instant. When he
ment with that of the enemy; that after a five hours' ~a~m ~ will corne here, God kn~)\ys. Strange conduct.. He has a
action the enemy thought proper to sheer off. We lost a large assortmen.t of medlcme; but the weather. IS wort~ a1l
schooner, (which being disabled was run ashore by her. the Doctors nOW. Colo~el Gansevoort left tlus very SIC~.
crew and set on fire the night after the action,) a gondola, lie commanded; my vOice had no sway. My com ph-
which sunk after the en gaO'ement and about sixty men ments to the General, &c. God bless you. .o ,

J ' Pkilled and wounded. Our fleet are returninrr to Crown ONN OTTS.
Point to refit, many of the vessels being dam~ged. The Have sent the General a saddle venison.
General in his letter says: "I cannot, in justice to the
officers in the fleet, omit mentioning their spirited conduct
during the action." The enemy's naval force is superiour
to ours, and it is not improbable that they wi1l renew the
attack. General Schuyler (to whom the lelter conveying
the above intelligence was directed) met the express on his
way to Saratoga, and has given me directions to desire you
to keep your Militia in readiness to march at a moment's
warning.

I am, gentlemen, very respectfu1ly, your humble servant,
RICHARD V ARICK,

Secretary to Major~General Gates.

To the Committee of Stockbridge.

The foregoing is a true copy of a letter sent us by ex-
press by General Schuyler.

SMIUEL BROWY, Jun.,
ERASTUS SERGEANT,
ASA BEMENT,

Committee of Stockbridge.

the enemy appeared, and lost aU my papers and most of
my clothes on board the schooner. I wish a dozen bat-
teaus, well manned, could be sent immediately, to tow up
the vessels in case of a southerly wind.

I cannot, in justice to the officers in the fleet, omit men-
tioning their spirited conduct during the ac.tion. B. A.

A List of Armed Vessels in LAKE CHAMPLAIN.

NAMES OF VESSELS A!<a)

COMMANDERS.

~
~

'0>

~
Size 01 Guns.

---~
SloopEnterprise. .Dick_nson12 4-1hs. .. .. 1050
SchoonerRoyal Savage. .Hawley. . 124 6-lbs., 8 4-lhs . . . . .. 1050
SchoonerRevenge . .Seaman.. 84 4 Ibs.,4 2-lbs 1035
SchoonerLiberty .Premier.. 82 4-lbs., 4 2-I],s 835
Gondola New-Haven... .JI'Ian,ojield.3112-lb., 6 2-lbs 845
Gond,,]aProvidence.. . . .Simonds.. 3 Ditto. 845
GondolaBoston. . . .. . . .Sumner.. 3 Ditto. 845
GondolaSpitfire. . . .. . . .Ulmer... 3 Ditto. 845
Gondola Philadelphia.. ..Rice 3 Ditto. 845
Gondola Connecticut... .Grant.. .. 3 Ditto. 845
Gondola Jersey ..Grimes... 3 Ditto. 845
Gondola New-york .Reed 3 Ditto. 845
Galley Lee ..Daviss... 61112-lb., 19-1b., 4 4-lbs. ..1086
GaBey Trumbull. . . . .

'"
Warner.. 8il 18, 112, 2 9, 4 6-1I1s.. . . 1680

Galley Con:v~ss .Jlrnold... 8!2 8-lbs., 212-lbs., 4 6-lbs..1680
"GaBey Washlllgton Thateher. 8.118,112,29,4 4-lbs... .16180
Galley .Chapple.. 8t218-lbs., 212-1I1s., 4 6-ll1s.16,80

* This galley was fitting at Tionderoga on the 12th, and will Hot be readj' till
next Saturday.

The above is a true copy taken from Colonel TrumbuZfs
return on the lS2th instant, by

I>, VICH D ARICK.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.
Saratoga, October 14, 1776, half-after two.

DEAR G.ENERAL: Two hours ago I received your ]eW~I'
of yesterday's date, about half way between this and
Albany. I have ordered aU the Militia of this and tlie
neighbouring States to be ready to march at a moment's
warnlllg.

The powder is past this, and I have given slIch orders,
that if they are obeyed, you will recei~'e it some time to-
morrow. Lest any accident should happen between the
landing at the north end of the lake and your post, I
think it would be advisable to send a very strong party to.
escort it.

Pray send me very frequent and particular intelligence,
for by that only can I be enabled to regulate my motions
in such a manner as to be of most service.

I hope the army will support your exertions. If they do,
I trust you a~d they will both reap never-fading laurels.
That you may; is my sincerest wish.

I am, dear General, yours most sincerely, &c., &c., &c..
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

COLONEL BREWER TO GENERAL GATES.

October 14,1776, five o'clock, P. M.

HONOUREDSIR: Lieutenant Stone, who has just this
minute returned from the scout I sent him early this morn-
ing, and says that this day abQutone o'clock he saw about
a dozen of boats, which he took to be ours, going down
below Putman's Point; and that he saw nine sail of the
enemy's vessels, as near as he could judge, about eight
miles below Crown Point, which is all the discovery he has
made. I have sent another scout, and shan repeat it,
except I have your orders .to the contrary. Should be glad
of some instructions from you in Case of an altack, and am,
sir, your Honour's humble servant,

SAMUEL BREWER, Colonel.
To Genera] Gates.

SIR GUY CARLETON TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN.

On board the Maria, off Crown-Yoint, ~
October 14, 1n6. 5

My LORD: The Rebel fleet upon Lake Champlain has
been entirely defeated in two actions, the first on the 11th
instant, between the Island of Valcourt and the main, and
the second on the 13th, within a few leagues of Crown-
Point.

We have taken :Mr. Waterbury, the second in command,
one of their Brigadier-Generals, with two of their vessels,
and ten others ha ve been burnt and destroyed; on]y three
of fifteen sail, a list of which I transmit, having escaped.
Fot. further particulars I refer your. Lordship to Lieutenant
Dacres, who wil! be the bearer of this letter, and had a
share in both actions, particularly the first, where his gallant
behaviour in the Carleton schoonel', which he commanded,
distinguished him so much as to merit great commendation;
and I beg to recommend him to your Lordship's notice and
favour. A.t the same time I cannot omit taking notice to
your Lordship of the good service done in the first action
by the spirited conduct of a number of officers and men of
the corps of ArtiJlery, who served the gun-boats, which,
togethet' with the Carleton, sustained for many hours the
whole fire of the enemy's fleet, the rest of our vessels not
being able to work up near enough to join effectually in
the engagement.

The Rebels, upon the news reaching them of the defeat
of their naval force, set fire to all the buildinrrs and houses
in and near Crown-Point, and retired to Tic;;nderoga.

The season is so far advanced that I cannot yet pretend
to inform your Lordship whether any thing further can be
done this year.

I am, &c., GUY CARLETON.
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. List of the Rebels' Vessels on LAKE CHAMPLAIN,before
their defeat.

SCHOONERS.

Royal Savage, eight six-pounders and four four-pounders.
Went on shore, was set fire to, and blown up.

Revenge, four six-pounders, and four four-pounders.
Escaped.

A sloop, ten four-pounders. Escaped.
ROW-GALLEYS.

ConO"ress, two eighteen-pounders in the bow, two twelve
and tw~ two-pounders in the stern, and six six-pounders in
the sides. Blew up.

Washington, same force. Taken.
Trumbull, same force. Escaped.
The Lee, a cutter, one nine-pounder in the bow, one

twelve-pounder in the stern, and four six-pounders in sides.
Run into a bay, and not known whether dp-stroyed.

GOXDOLAS.
.

Boston, one eighteen-pounder in the bow, two twelve-
pounders in the sides. Sunk.

Jersey, ditto. Taken.
One, name unknown, same force. Run on shore.
Five, ditto, ditto. Blown up.

OTHER VESSELS NOT IN THE ACTION.
- A schooner, eight four-pounders. Sent from their fleet

for provisions. '

A galley,said to be of greaterforcethan those mentioned
above, fitting out at Ticonderoga. G. C.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, October 14,1776.

SIR: By Captain Tinker am informed of the misfortune
and situation of the row-galleys sent into the Continental
service from this State; and as circumstances are altered
respecting them since my last to you, on the subject of dis-
missinO' their crews and arms, must again request your atten-
tion t~ that matter, that the crew of thl< Crane, Captain
Tinker, who escaped, may be dismissed, and be admitted
to return to the employment of this State, and that if the
crews of tbe other two galleys can be of no furtber service
to you, they likewise may be dismissed; of one or both, as
you see fit, as we can employ them to advantage on board
our armed vessels fitting out, into which service they are
desirous of entering. The galleys being employed in the
service of the Continent, are esteemed to be at the Conti-
nental care and risk. This State readily submit to your
Excellency's directions what is requisite and proper relative
to the men and their arms.

I am, with esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, JONTH. T.WMB{TLL.

To His Excellency General lYashington.

at that place. As soon as this, can be effected, the whale-
boats are to proceed to ]J;Iill Creek, and carry across into
Southold harbour, where they are to wait for us, unless
circumstances permit us with safety and secrecy to get them
into South Bay. If tbat should be the case, tbey are to

'

follow us as far as Huntingdon, and take in our baggage, in
case necessity should oblige us to make a retreat.

Head-Quarters on Long-Island are now made at Flush-
ing, about twenty-eight miles from Huntingdon, wbere a
guard is kept. The inhabitants are much oppressed, being
prohibited tbreshing their grain or selling their hay, which
transports are now loading with at Huntingdon. All the
vessels they could lay tbeir hands on have been taken up
and ordered to Flushing, where their guard is kept; no other
part of the island except that place and Huntin![don being
guarded, except a few men in the forts opposite lVew- York.
Major Rogers is at Huntingdon, though I cannot hear tbat
he has the command. The accounts I have now given you
may be depended on; they are given by a brother to one
of our Lieutenants, who has been concealed among them
for some time, but has at length made his escape with
three others, and got safe to this side. The enemy were in
pursuit of him when he came away. I send you by this
conveyance my returns and the original papers sent Col-
onel Fanning, of which I formerly sent copies to your
Excellency, being informed by General Clinton of their
consequence.

I sent a party immediately after my leaving New-Haven,
in order to surprise Colonel Fanning and Major Conkling,
and seize their papers; tbis was effected. No papers were
found on Major Conkling, though I was told he had been.
very active. After giving me his parole, he has been per-
mitted to return acrain to Long-Island. Colonel Fanning,

" .
at his request, I have permitted to proceed for ConventIOn,
in order to clear up his character, after exacting his parole
to take with him and deliver to Convention the proofs I had
collected of his being inimical to us.

I expect it will be the latter end of the week before our
descent will be made. I shall, with all my power, forward
it, though Governour Trumbull is of opinion the force allowed
is not adequate to the undertaking; though I can't help
differing from his Honour in th!s particular.

I enclose your Excellency his letter sent me on that sub-
ject, with two others intercepted at New-Ilaven, and alluded
to in the Governour's letter. Your Excellency will at once
see that they are wrote by some very ilJiterate persons who
are easily made to believe any thing.

I remain your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
HENRY B. LIVINGSTON.

To His Excellency"General Washington.

The County Committee and Committees of Townships
in Suffolk County met respectively, as soon as possible, by
the Governour's perri1ission,for the purpose of revoking all
their proceedings under the Congress, and formally to dis-
solve their unlawful association, the County having now
submitted to the King, his Jaws, and government.

New-York, October 15,1776.

Note. 'When the above is accomplished, the Governour'
will receive the Militia.

The Governour's Order:

We the Committees of the County of Su.ffolk, being
thoroughly convinced of the injurious and criminal tendency
of our former meetings and resolutions, and willing to mani-
fest our hearty disapprobation of all such illegal measures,
do hereby dissolve this Committee, and as far ~s in u~ Ji~s
revoke and disavow all former orders and resolutIons of this
Committee. And we do further hereby renounce and dis-
avow the orders and resolutions of all other Committees and
Congress, whatsoever, as bei~g ,undutiful to o~: lawful
Sovereian, re lJUcrnant to the prlllcJples of the Brztlsh Coo-

" "
.

dstitution, and ruinous in the extreme to the happmess an
prosperity of this County.

A twe copy.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Saybrook, October 14, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUREXCELLENCY: Last Wednesday I
had a conference with Governour Trumbull at New-Haven.
I laid before him the plan I bad formed for, our expedition,
which was as follows:

We were immediately to engage fourteen hundred tons of
vessels, seven hundred of which being sufficient to carry our
whole detachment, were to be stationed at Oyster-Pond
Point, with instructions to wait tiB furtber orders from us,
unless disturbed by the enemy's shipping; when that hap-
pended, they were to make some secure port on tbe Conti-
nent, and whenever danger disappeared they were to resume
their stations. The other seven hundred tons are to be
stati'oned at Satucket, about twenty miles farther westward,
with tbe like insHuctions, that in case we shou]d be baffled at
one place, we may proceed to the other. We wi1l have, as
I am informed by Governoul' Trumbull, ninety whale-boats;
they will land nine hundred men at a time. Tbey are
not yet arrived at New-London, but are expected in to-
nigbt. To-morrow I fancy they will be here. They are to COMMODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN HACKER.

take in our detachment, and proceed to Fairfield, from Newport, October14, 1776.

whence we are to land as many men as we conveniently SIR: You are with tbe brigantine Hampden lIn~er your
can on the west side of Huntingdon, in order to cut off command to go Ollt on a cruise, and endeavQur all ]I) your
the communication of three companies of troops stationed power to distress the enemies of the United States of Ame-

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II. 66
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rica. You are to take all vessels with goods bound to any
of tbe enemy's ports, and send such of them into port for
trial as you sbalJ judge wortb your while, and others you
may destroy, first taking tbe people out.

You may cruise as long as you can conveniently keep
your .vessel fit for tbat service. I tbink you will do your
country most good by cruising in sllcb places as will be most
likely to meet with the store-ships bound to New- York for
the supply of General Howe's army.

My orders was to send you to annoy the trade at New-
foundland, but I imagine that is too late. If you should
think best to go that way, it wilJ be best to steer down in
about tbe latitude of thirty-nine or forty, which I tbink will
be tbe likeliest to meet with vessels bound to J.Vew-York.

I am, sir, your friend, ESEK HOPKINS.

To I-Ioystead Hacker, Esq., commander of the brigantine
Hampden in the service of the United States of North-
America.

COMMODORE 1;IOPKINS TO DUNSCOME AND FRAZER.

Newport, Rhode-Island, October 14,1776.

GENTLE~IEN: The bearer, Captain Israel Ambrose, who
has a letter of credit from Messrs. Brown, Arnold, Salter
and Wall. If it sbould suit your com'enience to supply tbe
Captain with any goods or money, you may depend tbat
the above merchant$ are men of estate and veracity, and
you may safely give them credit for sucb sums as they
requIre. .

As tQ news tbere is none more than you will find in tbe
newsp~pers tbe Captain wjJJ have witb him.

I flatter myself that I have been some service to the
inhabitants of your island, by getting your vessels and peo-
ple left out of the declaration which Congress made against
the property of British subjects.

I am, with esteem, gentlemen, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To Messrs. Dunscome Sf Frazer, Merchants in New-Provi-
dence.

Newport, October 14, 1776.

Last Monday the Continental sloop Providence, Captain
Jones, arrived at a safe port, having, in a cruise of six weeks,
captured sixteen sail of vessels, six of which he burnt.
Among the others is one ship with three thousand quintals 0
codfish, which is also arrived at a safe port; some smaller
fishermen, and two West-Indiamen. .

Last Tuesday two of the enemy's ships took four vessels
off 1J;Iontague Point, three of which were prizes to Captain
Munro and somp, other privateers; the otGer a mercbantman
belonging to these vessels. The crew, we hear, took to their
boats, and got safe asbore near Stonington.

A large prize brig, with stores for the army at New- York,
is seot into Dartmouth; and, last Thursday, when Captain
Starbuck left Nantucket there were three topsail vessels in
sight, supposed to be prizes, but whether bound eastward or
westward, we do not learn.

A gentleman, who left Boston last Thursday, informs
that five pl'ize ships were in sight, coming into that harbour,
when he came away.

A brig from France is arrived at New-Hampshire, loaded
with warlike stores.

LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN THE COLTNTRY TO HIS FRIEND

IN BOSTON.

Marlborough, October 14, 1776.

SIR: Yours of the 5th of this month, I have received,
taking the liberty you allowed me to make publick your
~entiments relative to tbe late conference between Lord
Howe and the Continental Congress, in hopes they might
be of some service.

To me it is a matter of wonder that his Lordship should
desire the Congress to send any of their memhers to con-
verse with him in relation to the dispute between Great
Britain and America, when, as it appears, he bad no power
to mention to you so much as the outlines in order to its
settlement, but upon their submission to the Government of
Great Britain, by which we know is meant submission to
the arbitrary pleasure of a corrupt Ministry, who, by bribery,

have the absolute command of as corrupt a Parliament. It
must be owing to want of consideration or discernment, if
his Lordsbip did not kilow, tbat America, holding in con-
tempt such ignoble s~bmission, would venture the loss both
of their estates and lives in carrying on the contest they have
been unhappily forced into, to prevent their being made
slaves to worse than Egyptian taskmasters.

I fully join with you in thinking that, notwithstanding
the appointment of Commissioners witb pretended full
powers to settle the dispute with America, no such tbing
was in the intention either of the King or his Ministers, but
upon supposition of such submission as I just now spake of.
America, therefore, have nothing to depend on but their own

. resolution to oppose, under the God of armies, those tyrants
whose aim and endeavours have been, and still are, to exer-
cise absolutely sovereign despotick power over them and aJi
that they possess. From what they have already done, we
may easily foresee wbat they would do. In addition to a
long catalogue of lesser evils that might be brought to view,
they have, by arbitrary edicts, deprived us not only of our
Cbarter constitutions, but of those liberties we have an
unalienable right to from the free absolute gift of the God
who gave us existence. They bave commenced an unmitural
war against us, and for no other reason than that we could
not consent, in consistency with justice to ourselves and
posterity, they should have it in their power, as influenced
by lawless will, to dispose of our and their property. Tbey
have in prosecution of the war, so far as they were able,
blocked lip our barbours, seized our ships, and stopped our
intercourse with Oll!'fellow-men in all parts of the earth; they
have plundered our houses, burnt 0111'towns, and reducing
thousands to suffering penury; they ba ve, rather than no-t
go on distressing us, hired troops of comparatively despica-
ble Principalities, and upon terms which wbenever men-
tioned, will reflect dishonour upon the name of Englishmen;
they have basely enticed our negroes to join with them in
cutting their masters' throats; they have meanly bribed the
Indian savages to come upon our frontiers and captivate or
scalp the inhabitants of them; they bave, ina word, made
llse of every method they could invent, however unjust or
disgraceful, to force us to what they call obedience to Gov-
ernment, but what is in reality unmanly submission to
tyranny. From wbat tbey have then done, it may be fore-
told, without a prophetick spirit, wbat they would do, should
they make a conquest of us. They would condemn many
of our most valuable men to suffer death by the haJter;
they would seize the estates of many more, and o-ive them to
the vilest among those who have endea voured ~he destruc-
tion of their country; they would annihilate the present ri"ht
of all the fi'eeho]ders in America to their houses and lands,
not permitting th~m to possess them any longer, but by a
grant from the Kmg, to be held only upon the payment of
such a quit-rent as they should see fit; they would pass
stamp acts, and lay taxes upon all the conveniences, if
not the necessaries, of life, hereby making way for the pom-
pous support of worthless pensionary tools, and swarms of
Crown officers, who, like so many locusts coming from
beneath, would eat up the fruit orour labour; tbey would,
to say no more, station troops in every Amtrican State, and
such a number of them as to constitute, in the whole, a
large standing army, which they would oblige us to pay, in
order to our being kept in a state of the most abject slavery.
This is what we may expect will be the effect of the attempt
of the British Ministry against us, should they be successful
in it. And is there a man in aJl America, not having lost
his senses, whose breast is not filled with indignation at the
thought of being thus injuriously dealt with? Who among
her sons will not venture his all, together with his life, to
prevent such an awfuJly distressed state of things? Nothing
will now be effectual to this purpose, but a readiness in aU,
in aJl parts of the Continent, to exert themseh'es, as tbere
may be occasion for it, within their respective spheres, for
our defence and safety. This, I trust, is the universal reso-
lution; for all is at stake. If the British enemy overcome
us, we are undone as to this world. \Ve should no more
enjoy our rights as freemen, but be irretrievably fettered
with the chains. of cruel bondage. In this view of what our
condition would be, those who are entrusted with the man-
agement of our political affairs, will, in their several depart-
ments, as with one heart, suspending for awhile their atten-
tion to other matters, devise and prosecute the most effectual

#



1045 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1046

measures for the salvation of the country. Nor can it be
doubted, but that our numerous able-bodied men will, with
a cheerful readiness, join our new-modelling armies, depend-
ing on the Lord of hosts, under their active courageous
instrumentality, to drive away, or destroy, those who have
risen up against us, and deliver these lands from the ruin
that is intended to be brought upon them. I must now
break off, lest I should ov:erdo your patience. I only add,
you have the same liberty you gave me, that is, you may
make what use of this letter you shall judge proper.

I am, with great respect, your very humble servant,
A COUNTRY GENTLEI\:IAN.

To Mr. , in Boston.

Testimony of JOHN ROWE, 1775.

John Rowe, of Boston, merchant, of lawful age, testifies
and says, that in the beginning of August, 1775, the
Charming Peggy, Captain Duman, bound from Philadel-

phia to Lisbon, was sent into Boston by the Glasgowman-
of-war, commanded by Captain Howe. That tlie neces-
sary papers belonging to the Peggy were lodged in the
hands of the advocate, Samuel Fitch, Esq. Whether Mr.
Fitch libelled her in the Court of Admiralty, I am not cer-
tain; I rather tbink he did, as Captain Dowmer applied to
Mr. Putman and MI'. Chipman, two lawyers, by my advice.
After some time, notbing was done in the Admiralty. I
drew a memorial to General Gage, Admiral Graves, and
the Commissioners of the Customs, for liberty to unload the
ship, and dispose of the cargo. This petition was granted,
and part of the cargo was sold by me after appraisement to
llenry Floyd, Esq., and Alexander Boymer, and delivered
to them by my clerk, Archibald 1YlcNeall, who weighed
every barrel as it came out of the ship, which took up a
gooddealof time. Some little time before the whole cargo
was delivered, an account was received that a ship had
arri,'ed from London to Philadelphia, with General Gage's
clothing on board, which clothirig was reported to be stopped
there. U pan which General Gage ordered Mr. Floyd
and Brymer not to pay the money /()r this flour. I pleaded
bard witb the Genera], and thought it 'a hard case that indi-
viduals should suffer for the actions of tbe community. I
could not get him to suffer them to pay it; and just before
the General left Boston, Mr. Floyd and Brymer paid Gen-
eml Gage the money for what they bought, and J under-
stood ga"e them a receipt of indemnification. The ship
was afterwards under tbe care and direction of Captain
Dowman, who left her with the Captain of the port.

JOHN ROWE.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, in lVew-England,
Suffolk ss.,October] 4, 1776:

John Rowe, of Boston, in the County of Suffolk afore-
said, merchant, appeared before me, and, after being care-
fully examined and cautioned to tell the whole truth, made
oath to the truth of the enclosed deposition by him sub-
scribed, taken at the request of William Bell, of Philadel-
phia, in the State of Pennsylvania, merchant, to be used in
the trial of tbe capture of the sbip CharmingPeggy, Dow-
man late [[laster, on tbe libel of John Skimmer,commander
of the Continental schooner Franklin, and others, on an
appeal from a judgment of a court maritime in this State,
whereof Timothy Pickering, Esq., is Judge, and before the
honourable Continental Congl'ess, in the City of Philadel-

Phia aforesaid. . PJOSEPH GREENLEAF, Justtce cace.

RICHARD DERBY, JUN., TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Salem, October 14, 1776.

SIR: This morning I received a resolve of Court, direct-
ing me to discharge the schooner Diligent from the service
of this State, an-d to take into my custody all the cannon
and other warlike stores now on board bel', the property of
this State. I conclude the Court meant nothing more tban
that I should see them delivered to your care; and as the
Maritime Court sits in this town all this week, and causes
are to be tried in which the State is interested, I cannot
well leave home, and therefore I have sent the bearer, :Mr.
Gray, to see what stores may be on board her, delivered to
your care, and to discharge Captain Lambert /i'om any
further service on board said schooner, agreeable to the

order of Court. If there are any bar shot on board her, or
any can be obtained, they are much wanted for the T!Jmn-
nicide, which is now near ready for sea.-

I am, sir, your very hllOlble servant,
RICHARD DERBY, Jun.

To Richard Devens, Esq.

CAPTAIN ABIJAH BANGS TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.
- Boston, October 14,1776.

GENTLEMEN: According to order I have applied to the
several towns in the County- of Barnstable, and acquainted
Field Officers with my busmess, and the Brigadier tells me_
that he has not power and authority enough to send the
men, or to draft them for this detachment. Then, gentle-
men, I applied to Mr. Samuel Crocker, one of the Com-
mittee at Barnstable, and he told me that the Committee
had never received any orders from the honourable Court
to draft any men to this detachment. Then I applied to
ColonellIallctt, 'Vest Parish, Yarmouth: he inf,xmed me
that some of the people are waiting to do their duty, pro-
viding the other could be made to do their duty. I then
applied to David Thatcher, one of the Committee of Yar-

mouth: he told me he had never read any orders for a
draft for this detachment. Then J applied to Mr. Caleb
Lumber, one of the Committee of Wel!jleet, and he told me
that he had never received any orders to inlist or draft any
men for this detachment; and as there is no officers in com-
mission there, I could not do any thing funher. I wrote to
Captain Selen, of Truro, to send the men that were drafted
for this detachment to join my company at Dorchester as

soon as possible. So having done all that lays in my power,
I am, gentlemen, with respect, your Honours' most obedient,
humble servant A B C .,

BIJAH ANGS, aptam.

To the honourable Council of the State of the Massachu-
setts- B ay.

Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, October 14, 1776.

Last Sunday arrived at Saco a small prize schooner, sent

in by the Putnam pri,.ateer, John lIarmon commander,
havino- on board three hundred bushels of salt and some oil.
Next day arrived another schooner, taken by the same pri-
vateer, having on board three hundred and seventy-five
quintals of green fish and some oil: she brings an account
of another small vessel taken that is not yet arrived, and one
that they took, which was afterwards drove ashore by a
frigate, the vessel lost, but the people got on board the
privateer again. The frigate drove the privateer into a har-
bour, and came to anchor, with intention of keeping her in,
but Captain Harmon got one of his guns ashore on a point
of land, and fired on th~ frigate, when she returned whole
broadsides into the woods at them, but did no damage.
Captain Harmon, after a few shot, was so lucky as to cut'
away her forestay, which obliged her to come to sail, and
put to sea.

Since the 7th instant, arrived in this port two prize
schooners, the Glasgow and Neptune, laden with fish and
oil to a considerable amount, taken off the Banks of New-
fonndland, by Captain Robert Parker, of this port.

This morning, a small prize schooner, with two hundred
quintals of fisb, was sent into this harbour; she was taken
by Captain Calton, in the General Gates privateer, from
Salem.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRO)[ KINGSTON, JAMAICA, DATED
OCTOBER 15, 1776.

Weare all very quiet at present, and have been so for
some time past. JHartiallaw has been suspended about a
month; but parochial guards were kept up throughout
the island till within this fortnight. The Militia is now
restored to its former state, and I hope there will be no
further occasion /()r martial law being established here.

A few weeks ago, the French frigate L' Hermione, cOm-
manded by Mons. Dernonteil, Brigadier-General and Knight
of the Order of St. Louis, came in here /i'om St. Nichola
1Ylole, in Hispan£ola, to demand a small American schooner
which had been taken by the Squirrel a few days before.
He alleo-ed that the scbooner was taken nearer the land than
was pe~mitted by treaty between the two Courts. The

*
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Admiral answered that Captain Douglas knew his duty,
and if he had acted wrong must answer f()r it; that he
deemed the schooner a lawfu] prize, and wOllld not deliver
her IIp; but that if there were any differences to be ad-
justed, they must be settled by tbe two Courts. The
French frigate did not remain here forty-eight hours. It is
reported tbat the Admiral further told the Ca ptain that he
need not salute his ship when he went away, as he omitted
it when he came in; for that, consequently, the compliment
should not be returned. There ha ve been five or six prizes
brought in here these three weeks.

JUDGE DRAYTO:-"S CHARGE TO GRAND JURY OF CHARLESTON.

At a Court of General Sessions of the Peace, Oyer and
Term1~ner, Assize and General Gaol ddivel:;, begun and
holden at CHARLESTON,for the district of CHARLES-
TOWN, on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15th, in the year of our
Lord 1776, before the Hon. WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON,
Esq., Chief Justice, and his Associates, Justices of the
said Court.

Ordered, That the Charge delivered by his Honour the
Chief .Justice to the Grand Jury, and their Presentments at
this sessions, be forthwith published.

By order of the Court: JOHN COLCOCK,C. C. S.

THE CHARGE TO THE GRAND JURY.

GENTLEMEN OF THE GRAND JURY: The last time I had
the honour to address a grand jury in this court, I ex-
pounded to them the constitution of their country, as
established by Congress on the 26th day of ]}[arch last,
independent of royal authority. I laid before them the
causes of that important change of our Government-a
comparison of these, with those that occasioned the English
Revolution of 1688-and the law resulting from the inju-
ries in each case. I spoke to that grand jury of the late
revolution of ~"~outh-Carolina. I mean to speak to you
upon a more important subject-the rise of the American
Empire.. The great act in ]}[arch last upon the matter constituted
our country totally independent of Great Britain. For it
was calculated to place in our hands the whole legislative,
executive, and judicial powers of government; and to
enable us, in tbe most effectual manner, by force of arms,
to oppose, resist, and war against the British Crown. The
act naturally looked forward to an accommodation of the
unhappy differences between that Power and America. In

- like manner every declaration of war between independent
States, implies a future accommodation of their disputes.
But, although by that act we were upon the matter made
independent, yet there were no words in it specially decJara-
tive of tbat ind0pendency. Such a declaration was of right
to be made only by the General Congress; because the
united voice and strength of America were necessary to give
a desirable credit and prospect of stability to a declared
~tate of total separation fi'om Great Britain. And the
General Congress, as the only means left by which they had
a chance to avert the ruin of America, have issued a decla-
ration by which all political connection between you and
the State of Great Britain is totaHy dissolved.

Carolinians! heretofore you were bound. By the Amer-
il:an Revolution you are now free. The change is most
important-most honourable-most beneficial. It is your
birthright by the law of nature-it is even vaJid by the
fundamental laws of your country-you were placed in
possession of it by the hand of God-particulars evidencing
a subject of the highest import. Gentlemen of the grand
jury, it is my duty to mark to you the great lines of your
conduct; and so to endeavour to explain the nature of each,
that you may clearly see your way, and thereby be animated
in your progress to discharge those services which are
required at your han?s; and hence it is necessary for me
to lay before you some observations upon the nature of the
American Revolution, which by every tie, divine and human,
you are bound to support. I shaH therefore endea~'our to
draw your attention to this great subject, necessarily iQcJu-
ding the lines of yoyr particular conduct.

It is but to glance an eye over the historick page, to
be assured that the duration of empire is limited by the
Almighty decree. Empires have their rise to a zenith,
and their declension to a dissolution. The years of a man,.

nay, the hours of the insect on the bank of the ]Iypanis,
that lives but a day, epitomize the advance and decay of the
strenIYth and duration of dominion! One common fate
awai~ aH things upon earth-a thousand causes accelerate
or delay their perfection or ruin. To look a .little ~n~o
remote times, we see that, fi'om the most contemptible ongIn
upon record, Rome became the most powerful State the sun
ever saw. The world bowed befi)re her imperial Fasces!
yet, having ran through all the vicissitudes of dominion,
her course was finished. Her empire was dissolved, that
the separated members of it might arise to run through
similar revolutions.

Great Britain was a part of this mighty empire. But,
being dissolved fi'om it, in her turn she also extended her
dominion :-arrived at, and passed her zenith. Three and
thirty years numbered the iHustrious days of the Roman
greatness. Eight years measure the duration of the British
grandeur in meridian lustre! How few are the days of true
glory t The extent of the Roman period is from their
complete conquest of Italy, which gave tbem a place
whereon to. stand that they might shake the world, to the
original cause of their declension, their introduction of
Asiatick luxury. Tbe British period is from the year 1758,
when they \'ictoriously pursued their enemies into every
quarter of the globe, to the immediate cause of their decline
-their injustice displayed by the Stamp Act. In short, like
the Roman empire, Great Britain in her constitution of
go~'ernment, contained a poison to bring on her decay, and
in each case, this poison was drawn into a ruinous operation
by the riches and luxuries of the East. Thus, by natural
causes and common effects, the American States are become
dissol ved from the British dominion. And is it to be won-
dered at, that Britain has experienced the invariable fate of
empire! \Ve are not'surprised when we see youth or age
yield to the common lot of humanity. Nay, to repine that,
in our day, America is disso]vpd from the British State, is
impiouslyto question the unerring wisdom of Providence.
The Almighty setteth up, and he casteth down: he breaks
the sceptre, and transfers the dominion. He has made
choice of tbe present generation to erect the American
empire. Thankful as we are, and ought to be, for an
appointment of the kind, tbe most illustrious that ever was,
let each individual exert himself in this important operation
directed by Jehovah himself. From a short retrospect, it
is evident the work was not the present design of man.

Never were a people more wrapped up in a King tban
the Americans were in George theThird in the year 1763.
They revered and obeyed the British Go\'ernment, because
it protectedthem; they fondly caJledGreat Britain, horne.
But, from that time, the British counsels took a ruinous
turn; ceasing to protect, they sought to ruin America. The
Stamp Act, Declaratory Law, and the duties _upon tea
and other articles, at once proclaimed their injustice, and
announced to the Americans that they had but little room
for hope; infinitespace forfear. In vain they petitioned for
redress! Authorized by tbe Jaw of nature, they exerted the
inherent powers of society, and resisted the edicts which told
them they had no property; and that against their consent,
and by men over whom they had no control, they were to
be bound in all cases whatsoever. Dreadful inlormation!
Patience could not but resent them. However, regardless of
suchfeelings, and resolved to endeavour to support those aJl.
graspingclaims,early in the year 1774 the British tyranny
made other edicts-to overturn American charters-'-to sus-
pend or destroy, at the pleasure of the Crown, the value of
private property-to block up the port of Boston in terro-
rem to other American ports-to give murder the sanction
of Jaw-to establish the Roman Catholick religion, and to
make the King of Great Britain a despot in Canada; and
as much so as he then chos!;J to be in IYIassachusetts-Bay.
And General Gage was sent to Boston with a considerahle
force to usher these edicts into action, and the Americans
in to sl;lVery.

Their petitions thus answered even witb the sword of the
murderer at their breasts, the Americans thought only of
new petitions. It is well known there was not then even
an idea that the independence of America would be the
work of this generation; for people yet had a confidence
in the integrity of the British monarch. At length, sub-
sequent edicts being also passed, to restrain the Americans
from enjoying the bounty of Providence on their own coast,
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and to cut off their trade with each other and with foreign
States-the royal sword yet reeking with American blood,
and the King stiJl deaf to tbe prayers of the people for
"peace, liberty and safety;" it was even so late as the
latter end of the last year, before that confidence visibly de-
clined; and it was generally seen that the quarrel was likely
to force America into an immediate state of independence.
But sucb an event was not expected, because it was thought
the monarcb, from motives of policy, if not fium inclina-
iion, would heal our wounds, and thereby prevent the sepa-
ration; but it was not wished for, because men were
unwilling to break off old connections, and change the
usual form of Government.

Such were the sentiments of America until the arrival of
the British act of Parliament declaring the Americans out
of the royal protection, and denouncing a general war against
them. But counsels too refined, generally produce con-
trary and unexpected e~'ents. So tbe whole system of
British policy respecting America, since tbe year 1763,
calculated to surprise, deceive, or drive tile people into sla-
very, urged them into independence: and this act of Par-
liament, in particular, finally released America from Great
Britain. Antecedent to this, the British Ki~g, by his hos-
tilities, had as far as he personally could, absolved America
from that faith, allegiance and subjection she owed him;
because the law of our land expressly declares these are
due only in return for his protection, allegiance being founded
on the benefit of protection. But God, knowing that we are
in peril by false brethren as well as by real enemies, out of
his abundant mercy has caused us to be released from sub-
jection, by yet a better title than the mere oppre~sion of a
man in the kingly office. This title is singular in its kind.
It is the voluntary and joint act of the whole British Legis-
lature, on the ~lst day of December, 1775, releasing the
faith, allegiance and subjection of America to the British
Crown, by solemnly declaring the former out of the protec-
tion of tbe latter; and thereby, agreeable to every principle
of law, actually dissolving tbe original contract between
King and people.

Hence an American cannot, legally, at the suit of the
King of Great Britain, be indicted of high treason; because
the indictment cannot charge him with an act contra'lige-
antilE SUlEdebitum; for, not being protected by that King,
the law holds that he does not owe bim any faith and alle-
giance. So an alien enemy, even invading the Kingdom of
England, and taken in arms, cannot be dealt with as a
traitor, because he violates no trust or allegiance. In short
this doctrine, laid down in the best law authorities, is a
criterion whereby we may safely judge whether or not a
particular people are' subject to a particular Govemment.
And thus upon the matter, that decisive act of Parliament
ipso facto created the United Colonies free and independent
States.

These particulars evidence against the royal calumniator
in the strongest manner. Let him not with unparalleled
effrontery, from a tbrone continue to declare that th~ Ameri-
cans" meaut only to amuse, by vague expressions of attach-
ment and the strongest professions of loyalty, wbilst they
were preparing for a general revolt, for the purpose of estab-
lisbing an independent empire." On the 1st of September,
1775, Richard Penn and Arthur Lee, Esqs., delivered to
Lord Dartmouth, he being Secretary of State, a petition
from tbe Congress to tbe King, when Lord Dartmouth told
tbem, "no answer would be given." Tbe petition con-
tained tbis remarkable passage, that the King would" be
pleased to direct some mode by which tbe united applica-
tions of his faithful Colonists to the Tbrone, in presence of
their common councils, might be improved into a permanent
and happy reconciliation, and that in the mean time mea-
sures might be taken for preventing the further destruction
of the lives of his Majesty's subjects." Yet, notwithstand-
ing this, on the ~6th of October fol1owing, from the throne,
the King charged the Americans with aiming at indepen-
dence! The facts I have stated are known to the world;
tJH:JYare yet more stubbom than the tyrant. But let other
facts be also stated against him. There was a time when tbe
American army before Boston had not a thousand weigbt of
gunpowder-the forces were unable to advance into Canada,
until they received a small supply of powder from this
country, and for which the General Congress expressly sent
-and when we took up arms a few months before, we

begun with a stock of five hundred weight! Tbese grand
magazines of ammunition demonstl'ate, 10 be sure, that
America, ~r. even ]}lassachusetts-Bay, was preparing to
enter the mIlitary road to independence! On the contrary,
if we consider the manner in which Great Britain has con-
tinued her irritating and hostile measures, we cannot but
clearly see that God has darkened her counsels, and that
with a stretcbed-out arm he himself has delivered us out of
the bouse of bondage, -and has led us on to empire.

In the year 17i4, General Gage arrived at Boston, to
awe the people into a submission to tbe edicts against
America. The force he brougbt was, by the oppressors,

.

thought not only sufficient to compel obedience, but that
tbis would be effected even at the appearance of the sword.
But the Continent being roused by the edicts, General
Gage, to his surprise, found that he bad not strength suffi-
cient to carry them into execution. Iri this situation thinO"s
continued several months; wbile on the one hand the Ge~-
eral received reinforcements, and on the other tbe people
acquired a contempt for the troops, and found time to form
their Militia into some order to oppose the force they saw
accumulating for their destruction. Hence in the succeed-
ing April, when tbe General commenced hostilities, he was
defeated. The victory produced the most important erlects.
Tbe people were animated to besiege Boston, where it
soon appeared tbat the British troops were too weak to
make any impression upon them, thus acquiring military
knowledge by the actual operations of war. The United
Colonies were roused to aI"ms. They new-modelled their
Militia, raised regular troops, fortified the harbours, and
crushed the Tory parties among them. Success fired the
Americans with a spirit of enterprise.

In the mean time, the King passed such other edicts as,
adding to the calendar of injuries, widened the civil breach,
and narrowed the band of the American Union. And such
supplies were, from time to time, sent for the relief of Bos-
ton, as not in any degree sufficient to enable General Gage
to raise tbe siege, answered no other ends but to increase the
number, heighten the spirit, advance the discipline of the
American army, and to cause every member of the Union
to exert every ability to procure arms and ammuniti'on from
abroad. Thus trained on evident1y by the Almighty, these
troops, reproached by General Gage when they first sat

d~~n before Boston, that" with a preposterous parade of
rmhtary arrangements, they affected to hold tbe army besieg-
ed," in less than eleven months compelled the British army,
although considerably reinforced, to abandon Boston by
stealtb, and to trust their safety, not to their arms, but to
the winds. The British Ministry have attempted to put
a gloss upon this remove of their army. However, the
cannon, stores, and provisions, they left in Boston, are in
our hands, substantial marks of their flight.

Thus there appears to ha ve been a fatality in their counsels
respecting Boston, the grand seat of contention; their forces
being inadequate to the enterprise on which they were sent.
And under the same influence have their attacks been
directed against Virginia and North- Carolina, Savannah,
and this capital. .Such a series of events is strikin<T. It
surely displays an overruling Providence tbat has conf~unded
the British counsels, to the end tbat America should not
ha ve been at first shackled, and thereby prevented from
acquiring a knowledge of, and confidence in bel' streno'!h,
to be attained only by an experimental trial and succes~ful
exertion of it, previous to the British rulers doinO" acts
driving her eitber into slavery or independence. Th; same
trace of an overruling Pl'Ovidenc~ is evident througbout tbe
whole transaction of the English Revolution of ]688.
King James received early information of the Prince of
Orange's intention to invade England, and Louis the XIV.
offered the King a powerful assistance. But his counsels
were confounded from QJjlJigh. He paid little attention to
the first-be neglected tbelast. The winds blew, and how
opportunely have they aided us; the winds detained James's
fleet at anchor, while they, directing the course of the
Prince, enabled him without any loss to land in England,
at a time when no person thought of a revolution, which
was destined to take place within but a few weeks. Unex-
pected, wonderful, and rapid movements, cbaracter the
British and American Revolutions. They do not appear
to bave been premeditated by man. And from so close a
similitude, in so man y points, between the two revolutions-:

. '
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we have great reason to hope that the American, like tbe
British, will be stahle against the tyrant.

As I said before, in my last charge, I drew a parallel
between the canses which occasioned the English Revolu-
tion, and those which occasioned our local revolution in
Ma~ch last; and I examined the famous resolution of the
Lords and Commons of Enl!land, at Westminster, dedaring
the law upon James's conc]'uct. The two first points of it
applied to our own case in the dosest manner, and in apply-
ing the third, treating of James's withdrawing, I pointed out
that the abdication of the regal Government among us, was
immediately effected, not only by the withdrawing of the
regal substitute, with the ensigns of government, but that

.King George had withdrawn himself, "by withdrawing the
constitutional benefits of the kingly office, and his protection
out of this country." Thus couching my thoughts upon
the article of the withdrawing, in order that the parallel
should be continued throughout as close as the subject would
admit, without attempting fo extract the essence from the
substance of the resolution, to demonstrate that such a par-
aHel was necessary; a mode which, the subject being new,
might not then perhaps have been so generally satisfactory.
But, as the American Revolution leads me again to mention
that resolution, which in the strongest manner:iustifies it, I
make no scruple now to say, that the resolution, though
appearing to point out several kinds of criminality, yet has
only one idea thus variously represented:

"Resolved, That King James the Second having endea-
voured to subvert the Constitution of the Kingdom, by
breaking the original contract between King and people; and,
by the advice of Jesuits and other wicked persons, having
violated the fundamental laws, and having withdrawn him-
self out of the Kingdom, has abdicated the Government,
and that the throne is thereby vacant."

But before I make any further observation upon this
resolution, allow me to show you the sense of Scotland in
the last, and of America in the present century, touching
an abdication of government; and you win find that the
voice of nature is the same, in either extremity of the globe,
and in different ages.

The estates of Scotland having enumerated King James's
mal-administration, and in which there was no article of
withdrawing, they declared, that" thereby he had forefaulted
the ri"hts of the crown, and the throne was become vacant."
And fhe Representatives of the United States of Ame1'ica,
staling their grievances under King George the Third,
decreed, that" he has abdicated government here, by
declaring us out of his protection, and waging \var against
us." And that" a prince whose character is thus inarked
by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the
rule.' of a free people."

Thus in each case it is apparent the abdication or fore-
faulting took place from but one and the same cause-the
failure of protection. And this is the single idea that, I
apprehend, is in the resolution of Westminster. Search to
understand what is a breach of the original contract-what
a violation of the fundamental laws wherein consisted the
criminality of James's withdrawing? Your inquiry must
terminate thus-a failure of protection. Independent of the
nature of the subject, the history of that time warrants this
construction upon the withdrawing in particular. For upon
James's first flying from fVltitehall, quitting the administra-
tion without providing a power to protect the people, he
was considered by the Prince of Orange, and the heads of
the English nation, as ha ving then absolutely abdicated the
Go\wnment, and terminated his reign; and they treated him
accordingly upon his sudden return to Whitehall, from
whence be was immediately ejected. In sbort, a failure of
protection being once established, it necessarily includes
and implies a charge of a breacbc_of original rontraet-a
violation of fundamental laws-a! a withdrawinrr of the
King. I do !lot mean the individua person, but tl~e officer
so called. For the officer being constituted to dispense
protection, and there being a failure of it, it is evident,
prima facie, tbat the officer is withdra\vn; and in reality,
because the law wi]] not admit that the officer can be pre-
sent and not dispense protection, as the law ascribes to tbe
King in his political ca pacily absolute perfeetion; and
then>fore it will intend a witbdrawing and abdieation, in
exclusion of any idea of his beinO"present and doin" wron".
Protection was the great end for which malJkind~ fimne~d

societies. On this hang all the duties of a King. It is the
one thing needful in royalty. _

Upon the whole, what is civil libprty, or by what con-
duct it may be oppressed, by what means the oppression
ought to be removed, or an abdication or forefaulting of the
Government may be induced, cannot precisely be ascer-
tained and laid down as rules to the world. Humanity is
interested in these subjects. Nature alone will judge, and
sbe will decide upon tbe occasion without regard to prece-
dent. In America, nature has borne Britislt oppression so
long as it was tolerable; but tbere is a load of injury which
cannot be endured. N atme felt it. And the people of
America, acting upon natural principles, by the mouths of
their Representatives in Congress assembled, at Philadel-
phia, on the 4th day of July last, awfully declared-and
revere the sentence !-" That these United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and independent States; that
they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown;
and that al1 political connection between them and the State
of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissol ved."

A decree is now gone forth, not to be recalled! And
thus has suddenly arisen in the world, a new empire, styled
the United States of America. An empire that as soon as
started into existence, attracts the attention of the rest of
the un1verse, and bids fair, hy the blessing of God, to be the
most glorious of any upon record. America hails Europe,
Asia, and Africa. She proffers peace and plenty.

This revolution, forming one of the most important
epochas in the history, not of a nation, but of the world, is,
as it were, an eminence fi'om which we may observe the
things around us. And I am naturally led to explain the
value of that grand object now in our possession and view,
to state the American ability by arms to maintain the acqui-
sition, and to show the conduct by which a patriotick grand
jury may aid the establishment of our infant empire.

To make men sensible'of the value of the object now in
our possession, we need no ingenuity of thought, or display
of eloquence. To him who doubts of the meridian sun, it
is sufficient to point to it. So in the present case, as well
to demonstrate the value of the object as the justice of our
claim to it, we need only hold it up to view. It is, to
maintain among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's
God entitle us. A few months ago we fought only to
preserve to the labourer the fruits of his toil, free fi'om the
all-coveting grasp of the British tyrant, alieni appetens, sui
profusus, and to defend a people from being, ]ike brute
beasts, bound in all cases whatsoever. But these two last
ingredients to make life agreeable, are now mehed ioto,
inseparably blended with, and whol1y'included in the first,
which is now become the object for which America, ex
necessitate, wars against Britain. And I shall now point out
to you the Continental ability, by arms, to maintain this
invaluable station.

When, in modern times, Philip of Spain became the
tyrant of the Low Countries in Europe, of seventeen Pro-
vinces which composed those territories, seven only effectu-
ally confederated to preserve their liberties, or to perish in
the attempt. They saw Philip the most powerful prince in
the Old World, and master of ]}[exico and Peru in the
New-nations incessantly pouring into his territories fJoods of
gold and silver. They saw him possessed of the best troops,
and the most formidable navy in the universe, and aiminrr at
no less than universal monarchy. But these seven Pro-
vinces, making but a speck upon the globe, saw themselves
without armies, fleets, or funds of money; yet seeing them-
selves on the point of being by a tyrant bound in all cases
whatsoever, nobly relying upon Providence and the justice
of their cause, they resolved to oppose the tyrant's whole
force, and at least deserve to be free. They fought, they
bled, and were often brought to the door of destl'llction
They redoubled their efforts in proportion to their dan"er.
And the inhabitants of that speck of earth compelled ~he
master of dominions so extensive that it was boasted the
sun was never absent, to treat with them as a free and inde-
pendent people!

For a moment, and with the aid of a fearful imagination,
let us suppose that the American States are now as defence-
less as the IIollanders then were, and that the King of
Great Britain is now as powerful as Philip then was.
Yet even such a state of things could not be a plea for any
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degree of submission on our part. ' Did not the Hollanders
oppose their weakness to the strength of Spain 1 Are not
the Americans engaged in as good a cause as the Hol-
landers fought in? Are the Americans less in love with
liberty than the Hollanders were? Shall we not in this,
a similar cause, dare those perils that they successfully com-
bated? ShalL we not deserve freedom? Our past actions
presage our future achievements, and animate us in our mili-
tary efforts for" peace, liberty, and safety." But see the
real powers of Great Britain.

Staggering beneath the load of an enormous debt, the
very annual interest of which, in the year 1775, amounted
to upwards of four millions eight hundred and eighty thou-
sand pounds sterling, Great Britain scarcely supports the
weight which is yet rapidly increasing. During the present
year, she prosecutes the war at a charge of more than nine-
teen minions sterling, incurred by actual expenses, and by
loss of revenue in consequence of the war. Her trade,. her
only resource for money, is how in a manner destroyed; for
her principal trade, which was to this Continent, is now at
an end; and she sustains heavy, very heavy, losses by the
American captures of her WlJst-India ships. Her manufac-
tures are almost at their last morsel. Her publick credit is
certain to fail even by a short continuance of the war.
Her fleets are not half manned. And she is so destitute of
an army, that she is reduced to supplicate even tbe petty
German princes for assistance, and thinks it worth her
while to make a separate treaty to procure only six hundred
and sixty-eight men !-a last effort to form an army in
America. But, after all this humiliating exertion, she has
even upon paper raised a German army of only sixteen
thousand_ eight hundred ann sixty-eight men, who, with
about fourteen thousand national troops ,and a few Hano-
verian regiments, compose the wbole military force that she
can collect for the American service. Nay, so arduous a
task was even this, that her grand army of but twenty-six
thousand men, could not open the present campaign before
the end of August last. Add to these particulars, the
troops are unaccustomed to the sudden vicissitudes of the
American climate and the extremes of cold, heat, and rain.
They cannot proceed without camp equipage, because they
are used to such luxuries. The very scene of their opera-
tions is a matter of discouragement to them, because they
know not the country; and for their supplies of men, stores,
and the greatest part of their provisions, they must look to
Great Britain-and there is a vast abyss between. Hence
their supplies must be precarious at best; and failing, they
may be involved in ruin. A check may affect them as a
defeat-a defeat in battle may annihilate their very army.
Such seems to be the sitUation of Great Britain, while only
the American war is on her hands. But do we not see
France and Spain, her inveterate enemies, now watching
for the critical moment when they shall swallow up her
West India Islands? When this crisis appears, which, from
the now quick arrivals of French vessels in America, and
from the forces already collected, and others now daily
poured into the islands by those Powers, cannot be far
distant, what will be the situation of Great Britain?

On the other hand, America is possessed of resources for
the war which appear as soon as inquired after; are found
only by being sought for; and are but scarce imagined even
when found. Strong in her union, on each coast and fron-
tier she meets the invaders, whether British br Indian sava-

,

ges, repelling their allied attacks. The Americans now
,

live without luxury. They are habituated to despise their
yearly profits by agriculture and trade. They engage in
the war from principle. They follow their leaders to battle
with personal affection. Natives of the climate, they bear
the vicissitudes and extremeties of the weather. Hardy
and robust, they need no camp equipage, and they march
with celerity. The common people have acute under-
standing; and there are those in the higher stations who are
acquainted with the arts and sciences, and have a compre-
hensive view of things equally with those who act against
them. In.short, the American armies meet the war where
they may be constantly recruited and subsisted, comforted
by the aid of their neighbours, and by reflections upon the
justice of their cause, and animated by seeing, that they
are arrayed in the defence of all that is, or .can be, dear to
them.

From such a people every thing is to be boped for,

.nothing is to be doubted of. Such a people, though young
In the practice of war, ever were superiour to veteran troops.
To prove this, shall I direct your attention to Europe, Asia;
and Africa, in their bisto:'ies to point out to you number-
less instances of this sort? No, gentlemen, America now
attracts the eyes of the worJd: she deserves our whole
attention; let us not search abroad, and in remote or
modern times, for instances of such a kind as we can find at
horne and in our own day. Need I mention that such a
people, young in the art of war, beat veteran troops at Lex-
ington, slaughtered them at Bunker's Hill, and drove them
out of Boston! OJ'remind you of Sullivan's Island, where,
in an unfinisbed wooden fort, on a flat coast, such men,
during eleven hours, and at the distance of five hundred
yards, stood the whole and unintermitted fire of a Briti.~h
squadron of two ships of the line, five frigates, and a bomb;
and, with fifteen pieces of cannon, camed the enemy to
burn one of their largest fi.igates, and to fly with the rest of
the squadron in a shattered condition, from before 'QUI'
capital! ,

Such a contrasted state of the powers of America and of
Britain is, I apprehend, a just representation of their abi]i-
ties with regard to tbe present war; and if America bebaves
worthy of herself, I see no CallSI' to fear the enemy. How-
ever, in such a conflict, we ought to expect difficulties,
dangers and defeats. "What, shan we receive good at
the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?" Job's
perseverance in his duty under every calamity, at leuo"th
raised him to tbe height of human felicity; and, if we ~re
firm, even Ollr defeats will operate to our benefit. Let us
remember tbat it was to the danger in which the RQmar!
State was reared that she owed her illustrious men and im-
perial fortune. The Roman dignity was never so majestick,
her glory never so resplendent, her fortitude and exertions
never so conspicuous and nervous, as when Hannibal, in
the successive battles of 1'ra6ia, Thrasymenus and CannfE,
ha ving almost extirpated their whole military force, the
very State was on the brink of dissolution. The Romans
deserved, and they acquired victory.

And now, gentlemen of the grand jury, havi[w in this
manner considered the nature of the American R~volution
upon circumstances of fact and principles of law, I am to
mark the conduct which you ought to pursue, and which
will enable you to aid the establishment of our infant em-
pire. But, that I may naturally introduce this subject, I
shall first state and explain to you the principal articles of
the inquiry which you are sworn to make on the part of the
State, a.nd for the body of this district; and these articles I
shall arrange under. two heads. The one relating to crimes
and misdemeanours immediately injurious to indi viduals,
tbe other relating to such as are injurious to tbe State,

Those criminal injuries that affect individuals respect
either their persons, habitations, or property. Of these
injuries the most important are such as affect the person,
and of such, the act depriving the person of life is the most
enormous.

In the contemplation of law, every taking of life is a
homicide; and, according to the particular circumstances of
each case, this homicide is purely voluntary, including the
cases of felony, as self-murder, murder respectincr another,
and manslaughter: Or, the homicide is purely in~oluntary,
as per infortunium, misadventure: Or, of a mixed kind, ex
necessl:tate; as se defendendo inducing a forfeiture; or being
under the requisition or permission of law and not inducincr
any. And thus, homicide is either justifiable, excusable, o~
felon ious.

It is justifiable in all cases ex necessitate; as when life is
taken by the legal execution of a criminal, or for the ad-
vancement of justice, or fol' the prevention of some atrocious
crune.

It is excusable in cases per infortunium, misadventUre;
as when life is taken by tbe doing a lawful act without any'
evil intention. So in cases se defendendo; as a man beintJ
attacked without any provocation on his part, and havin~
bona fide retreated as far as he safely could, \Vhen for se]j~
preservation be kills the aggressor. And although this last
arises ex necessitate, and it would therefore seem to be
rather justifiable than excusable, yet tbe law entitles it
necessitas culpabilis, and thereby distinguisbes it from the
other. For the law so highly respects the life of a man,
that it always intends sQme misbehaviour in the person who
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takes it away without an express legal command or per-
mission.

But homicide is felooious in all cases of manslaughter,
murder, and self-murder. In cases of manslaughter, as
killing another without any degree of malice, and this killing
may be either voluntary by a sudden act of revenge on a
sudden provocation and heat, or it may be, yet not strictly
so, involuntary, being in the commission of some unlawful
act under the degree of felony; for this killing being the
consequence of the unlawful act voluntarily entered upon,
the law, because of the previous intent, will transfer this
from the original to the consequential object.

In cases of murder; as killing another person, ex malitia
pn:Eco~tata. And here it is necessary that I particularly
explam what the law considers as malice pl'epense. Malice
prepense then, is an inclination of the mind, not so properly
bearing ill will to the person killed, the commonly received
notion, as containing any evil design, the dictate of a wicked
and malignant heart. The discovery of tbis secret inclina-
tion of the mind must arise,. because it cannot any other-
wise, only from the external effects of it; and by such evi-
dence tbe malignity of the mind is held either express in
fact or implied in law. Thus, malice prepense is held to
be express in fact, when there is evidence of a laying in
wait, or of menacings antecedent, grudges, or deliberate
com passings to do some bodily harm. Even upon a sudden
provocation, the one beating or treating another in an ex-
cessive and cruel manner, so that he dies, though he did not
intend his death, tbe slayer displays an express evil design,
the genuine sense of malice. This is evidence of a bad
heart; and the act is equivalent to a deliberate act of
slaughter. So any wilful action, likely in its nature to kill,
without its J?ejng aimed at any person in particular: For
this shows an enmity to all mankind. So if two or more come
to <\0 any felony, or any unlawful act, the probable conse-
quence of which might be bloodshed, and one of them kills
a man, it is murder in them all, because of the unlawful act,
the mqlitia pr.-ecogitata, or evil intended. But malice pre-
pense is held to be implied in law, when one kills an officer
of justice in the execution of his office, or any person
assisting him, though not speciall}' caHed. Or when. with-
out sufficient provocation, and no affront by words or ges-
tures only is a sufficient provocation, a man suddenly kiJIs
another. Or when, upon a chiding between husband and
wife, the husband strikes the wife with a pestle or other
dangerous weapon, and she presently dies. These and
similar .instances, are evidences of a malice prepense on the
part of the slayer; and he shaH be held guilty of murder.
In cases of self-murder, there must be a voluntary and
deliberate putting an end toone's existence; or doing some
unlawful malicious act, the consequence of which is his own
death. In a word, aH homicide is presumed to be malicious,
until the contrary is made to appear in evidence.

There is a regular gradation of importance in the com-
ponent parts of the univer.;;al system; and, therefore, there
must be a scale marking the degrees of injury. W €I have
e~amined the highest injury that can be committed or per-
petrated upon the person of ao individual-let us now turn
our attention to such injuries against the person, as af(~of
an inferiour nature.

Of these the first in degree is mayhem. which is the cut-
ting out, with malice prepense, or disabling the tongue,
putting out an eye, slitting the nose, cutting off a nose or
lip, or depriving another of the use of such of his members
as may render him the less able to defend himsell~ or annoy
his adversary. The next is rape. Then the infamous
crime against nature. These are felonies. But there are
yet other injuries against the person which, being of a less
flagrant degree, are, by the tenderness of tl](~law, described
under tbe gentler term of misderneanours. Such are as-
saults, batteries, wounding, false imprisonment, and kidnap-
ping. Here, in a manner. terminates the scale of injuries
against the person. \Ve will now state such as may be
perpetrated against his mansion, or habitation.

By the universal consent of all ages, the dweUing-house
of man was and is endowed with peculiar immunities and
valuable privileges. Among the ancients, if even an enemy
reached the fire-place of the house, he was sure of protec-
tion. Thus we find Coriolanus at the fire-place of Tullus
4ufidius, chief of the Volscian nation, discoverincr himself
to Aufidius, bis publick and private enemy, and ~upplica-

ting and receiving his protection against Rome from whence
he was banished. And, on tbis subject of a dweHing,
Cicero, tbe great Roman lawyer, orator, and statesman,
thus pathetically expresses himself: "What is more invio-
lable, what better defended by religion than the house of a
citizen? Here are his altars, here his fire-hearths are con-
tained-this place of refuge is so sacred to all men, that to
be dra(f(fed from thence is unlawful." In like manner we
find, tl~;t at Athens the habitation was particularly protected
by the law. Burglary was there punished with death,
although theft was not. And our law hath so special a
regard to a man's dwelling-house, that it terms it his castle,
and will not suffer it to be violated with impunity. The
law ranges the injuries against it under two heads-arson,
and hamesecken or housebreaking: And this last it divides
into legal or proper burglary, which is nocturnal house-
breaking, and housebreaking by day.

~t'son is an injury that tends by fire to annihilate the
habitation of another p~rson,' or other house, that being
within the curtilage or homestaJl, may reasonably be esteemed
a parcel of it, though not contiguous. So a barn in the field,
with hay or corn in it. But this injury by fire must be
done with a malicious intent, otherwise it is only trespass.

Burglary is a breaking and entering in the night time the
mansion-house of another, with intent to commit some felony
therein, whether the felonious intent be executed or not.
And aJl such houses are the objects of burglary, and of
housebreaking, as are described in the case of arson.

But, to violate this place of protection in the day, by
robbing therein, and putting any dweller in fear, although
there be no actual breach of tqe house; or by breaking and
robbing in the house, a dweller being therein, and not put
in fear; or by robbing or breaking the house, actually taking
something, none being in the house; or by feloniously taking
away something to the value of tbirty-five pounds currency,
or upwards, no person being in the house; or by breaking
the house with intent to commit a felony, any person being
in the house and put. in fear, though nothing be actuaJly
tak~n-any such violation is caJled housebreaking-a crime
not of so atrocious a nature as burglary. For, in the Con-
templation 0'- our law, as well as of all others, violency
perpetrated in the night, are of a more malignant tendency
than similar ones by day: Because attacks in the night
occasion a greater degree of terrour; and because, they are
in a season by nature appropriated to the necessary rest and
refreshm.ent of the human body, which is then, by sleep,
disarmed of all attention to its defence.

With respect to injuries against a man's personal property,
they are to be considered under three heads: larceny,
malicious mischief, forgery. And larceny, the first of these,
is either simple or mixed.

Simple larceny, PI' commOn tbeft, is a felonious and
fraudulent taking and carrying away the mere personal
goods of another-here no violence or fear is implied. If
goods so taken are above the value of seven shillings cur-
rency, the offence is termed grand larceny; but if thev are
not exceeding that value, the act is petit larceny Mixed
larceny has in it all the ingredients of sim pIe larceny; bu t
it is aggravated by a taking from the house or person; and
this taking is yet aggravated if it is under the impression of
violence or fear. Such a taking in the house, with or with-
out violence or fear, mayor may not fall within the crimes
of burglary ortlousebreaking, according to the circumstances.
And such a taking from the person, without, or with violence
or fear, will be but simple larceny in the first case; in the
otl1Pr, it is a robbery, and the value is of no consideration.

Malicious mischief is a species of injury that bears a near
relation to the crime of arson. A dwelling is the object of
arson; but other property is the subject for malicious mis-
chief to operate upon; and indeed this spirit of wanton
cruelty has a wide field of action. This horrible spririt
displays itself by burning or destroying the properlY of
another, as a stack of rice, corn, 01' other grain; or any tar-
kiln, barrels of pitch, turpentine, rosin, or other growth,
product or manufacture of this State; or killing Qr destroying
any horses, sheep, ()r other caule.

At length the crIme of forgery, concludes the calendar
of publick offences against the property of an individual. I
need only define the crime: it is a fraudulent making or
alteration of a writing to the prejudice of another person.

Having in this manner marked out to you the distinguish-
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ing fi'atures of the principal crimes and injuries against the prima facie considers him capable of committing offences
person, habitation and property of an individual, I now as a person of full age. Also a lunatick for crimes perpetrated
desire your attention, and I shall not long detain it, whiJe I in a lucid interval. Also a man for crimes done in a state
delineate tbose against the State; objects which ought most of drunkenness \'OluntariJy contracted; and so far is this'
carefully to be observed wherever they appear. I have artificial insanity from excusing, that it tends to aggravate
purposely tbus reserved this subject, as well because it is the offence.
of the most important nature, and virtually includes tbe All those particulars relating to tbe person, habitation and
other, as that by being the last described, you may be tbe property of an individual; those respecting the'safety,
more likely to retain the impression of it. Every outrage peace and tranquillity of the State; and these describing the
and violence against the person, habitation or property of perpetrator of criminal injuries, are so many proper heads
an individual, is a crime, a misdemeanor, or a contempt, for your diligent inquiry. And such offenders and offences
and therefore an injury against the State, bound by original being within your knowledge, you must make due present-
compact to protect the individual in his rights. For no ment of them. You are to hear evidence only on the part
man, conceiving himself injured, has any authority, or of an information to you of an offence; for an indictment
shadow of it, to redress himself; because the State has by you is only in the nature of a solemn and publick accu-
established courts which are vindices injuriamm. Hence, sation, which is afterwards to be tried and determined by
every criminal injury against tlie individual must ultimately others. You are only to examine whether there be suffi-
wound the State; and be included in the offences against cient cause to call upon the party to answer. Twelve of
the body politick, which must be more important in th~ir you, at least, must agree in opinion that the accused ought
nature than those relating to the individual, because they to undergo a publick trial; so twelve other jurors are to
are more extensive, and of a higher degree of criminality. declare him innocent or guilty. Happy institutions!
It behooves you, therefure, to watch for the publick safety; whereby no man can be declared a criminal, but by the
for this is to be attentive to your private security. concurring voices of at least four and twenty men, collected

It is not by any means necess~ry that I trace these in the vicinage by blind chance, upon their oaths to do
,

crimes, as they are branched by the law. The present justice; and against whom, even the party himself has no
publick service requires your immediate particular attention exception!
to offences done against only four acts of Assembly-the Thus, gentlemen of the grand jury, with the best inten-
patrol and negro laws; the law against counterfeiting the tions for the publick service, however executed, having
certificates issued by the late Houses of Assembly, or the dedared to you that you are not bound under, but freed
currency issued by the Congress of the Continent, or of this from the dominion of the British Crown, I thought myself
country; and the law to prevent sedition, and to punish necessarily obliged, and I have endeavoured to demonstrate
insurgents and disturbers of the publick peace. to you, that the rise and fall of empires are natural events;

The two first laws are ca1culated to keep our domesticks that the independence of America was not, at the com-
in a proper behaviour. The two last were expressly mencement of the late civil war, or even at the conclusion
formed as two pillars to support our new Constitution; and of the last year, the aim of the Americans; that their subjec-
tberefore, these last are your most important objects. I tion to the British Crown, being released by the action of
shall fully explain them. British oppression, the stroke of the British sword, and the

The act against counterfeiting extends to all persons who tenour of a British act of Parliament, tbeir natural rise to
counterfeit, raze or alter, or utter; or offer in payment, empire was conducted by the hand of God; that the same
knowing the same to be counterfeited, razed or altered, any strong hand, by proceedings equally unexpected, wonderful
certificate or bill of credit, under the authority of tbe late and rapid as in our case, conducted the English Revolution
Commons House of Assembly, or the Congresses of this of 1688; tbat tbe Revolutions in England and Scotland at
cO:Jntry, or of the continent. tbat period, and in America now, giving a new epocha to

The law to prevent sedition guards against tbose actions the history of the world, were founded in the same immedi-
as, in sucb a crisis as tbis, might reasonably be expected to ate cause, a failure of protection; that those revolutions
operate against our present honourable and happy establisb- concurred in one grand evidence of the feelings of natme on
ment. And the variety and importance of tbose actions, such a subject; that every species of mal-administration in

-

make it necessary for me to particuJarize them to you. a King is to be traced to a failure of protection, which is
This salutary act toucbes all persons taking up arms the only instrument working his abdication; that the object

against tbe authority of the present Government; or who, for which we contend, is just in its nature and of inestimable
by violence, words, deeds, or writings, cause or attempt to value; that the Amaican Revolution may be supported with
cause, induce, or persuade any other person to do so. In the fairest prospect of success by arms; and that it may be
like manner, all persons who give intelligence to, or hold powerfu\Jy aided by a grand jury.
correspondence with, or aid or abet any land or naval force Gentlemen, I do most cordially congratulate you, placed
sent by Great Britain, or any other force or body of men as you are in a station honourable to yourselves, and bene-
witbin this State with hostile intent against it. So those ficial to your country. Guardians of the innocent, you are
who compel, induce, persuade, or attempt to do so, any appointed to send the robber, the murderer, the incendiary,
white person, Indian, free negro, or slave, to join any force and the traitor to trial. Your diligence in inqUIring for
under authority derived from Great Britain. And so all such offenders is the source of your own honour, and a
persons who collect, or procure them to be assembled, with means of your country's safety; and, although 110 such
intent in a riotous and seditious manner, to disturb the offj:)nders be found, your laudable search will yet tend to
publick peace and tranquillity; and by words, or otherwise, curb a propensity to robbery, murder, sedition, and treason.
create and raise traitorous seditions or discontents, in the See, gentlemen, what great advantages may result from'
minds of the people against the publick authority. your vigilant and patriotick conduct ! Your ears ought to

Thus having stated to you such criminal injuries against be shut tQ the petitions of friendship, and to the calls of con-
an individual, or the State, as may be most lik(~]y to come sanguinity; but they ought to be expanded to receive the
within your notice, it is a natural consequence, that I complaints of your injured country, and the demands of
describe the person by law held capable of committing such impartial justice, Brutus inflicted upon his sons the ulti-
ItlJuJ'les. mum supplicium, for conspiring to reestablish the regal gov-

In the first place, the party must be of sound memory at ernrnentin Rome. A nel, if a similal' occasion should arise
tbe time of committing the offence, and it is the leading in America, which God forbid, 1 trust a Brutus will not be
principle in every case. If the party is under seven years wanting. Let those, if tbere are any such, who treacber-
of 8f{e, no evidence can possibly be admitted to criminate; ously ai' pusiJlanimously hanker after a return of regal gov-
because the law holds, that the party cannot discern between ernment, remember such things and tremble. Let us ever
good and evil. But if the accused is above seven and remember, rejoice, and teach our children, that the Ameri-
under fourteen, he is liable to be criminated, if at the time can Empire is composed of States that are, and of right
of his committing the injury, his underst~ndillg was so ripe ought to be, free and independent; "that they are absol ved
as to occasion him to show a consciousness of ~uilt, tbe rule from all allegiance to the British Crown j" and that all
being malitia supplet a;tatcm. And if the pa-rty is of the political connection between them and the State of Great
age of fourteen, which is the age of discretion, the law Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.
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THE PRESENTMENTS OF THE JURY.

SOUTH-CAROI,INA:

At a Court of General Sessions of the Peace, Oyer and
Terminer, Assize and General Gaol Delivery, begun to
be held at CHARLESTON,for the District of CHARLESTON,
on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15th, in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six:

Presentments of the Grand Jury for the said District:

I. It is with most cordial satisfaction we embrace thi
opportunity of offering our congratulations on the late Dec~a-~
ration of the Continental Congress, constituting the Umted
Colonies of North America independent States, an erent,
however once dreaded as repugnant to those hopes of peace
and friendship with the British State, which was then
ardently entertained, yet which every American must n~Hv
most joyfully embrace, as the only happy means ofsalvatlon
and security, and the surest prevention to the treacherous
and cruel designs of a wicked and detestable enemy.

II. As tqe kind and beneficent hand of a wise and boun-
teous Providence has so ordered and disposed of human
events, that, from calamities which were dreaded as the
most miserable and destructive to America, benefits the
most advantageous, honourable, and desirable, have arisen
to her, whicb now gives a very joyful prospect to liberty
and happiness, we think our grateful sense of such peculiar
care and protection cannot be manifested in a way more
acceptable and proper tban in a strict regard to the duties
wbich mankind owe to their God.

III. We present the growing evil of many churches
established by law falling to decay, and some remaining
without ministers to perform divine service, in divers parishes
in this district, by which means the spirit of religion will
decline, and become prejudicial to the manners of the people.

IV. We present and recommend a proper militia law to
be made, in such manner as to compel impartially and
equally all degrees of perso~s liable to do the. duty therein
required, so as to enable the good people of this State (who
are now become principally the guardians thereof) to repel
any domestick or foreign enemy as far as possible.

V. We present and recommeijd, that care may always be
had, that none but gentlemen of weight and influence, and
good example, be prevailed on to qualify and act in the com-
mission of peace, by whose influence licentiousness, sedition,
and profligacy may be suppressed, and good order maintained.

VI. We present and recommend, tbat some office may
be created in this district, whereby executions and sales by
the Sheriff may be recorded, so that, on tbe death or remova]
of the Sheriff, recourse may be had to such records by those
concerned.

VII. We present and recommend, that Jews and others
may be restrained from allowing their negroes to sell goods
in shops, as such a practice may induce other negroes to
steal and barter with them.

VIII. We present the ill practice of Jews opening their
shops, and selling of goods on Sunday, to the profanation of
the Lord's day.

IX. We present the barrack-master, Philip Will, for
seizing of firewood on the wharves, under pretence of the
publick, when he applies the same to his own use, to the
distressing of the inhabitants. By information of Mr. Patrick
Hinds, one of the grand jurors.

X. We present the'wantof more constables in this dis-
trict, we being informed that there are only four in this town.

XI. We return our thanks to his Honour the Chief Jus-
tice, for his excellent charge delivered at the opening of
the sessions, and desire that the charge and these present-
ments be forthwith printed and published.

JOSEPH GLOVER, Foreman,
BENJAMIN BAKER,
BENJAMIN DART,
JOHN FULLERTON,
CHRISTOPHER FITZSUWNS,
WILLIAM HOPTON,
WILLIAM HALE,
PATRICK HINDS,
CHARLES JOHNSTON,

ANDREW LORD,

JOHN MILES,

WILLIAM RUSSEL,

STEPHEN TOWNSEND,

[L. s.]
[I.. s.]
[I.. s.]
[r.. s ]
[I.. s.]
[I.. s.]
[I.. s.]
[I.. s.]
[I.. s.]
[I.. s.]
[r" s.]
[I.. s.]
[I.. s.]

A Return of the names of the Officers in the Second Bat-
taliun of General SCOTT'SBrigade, October 4, 1776.

Wil1iam Malcom, Colonel, - Lame, present.
Isaac Stollghtenburgb, Lieut. Col., - Sick, absent.
James Alner, Major, - - - Fit for duty.
John Laboyteaux, - - Captain, - - On furlough.
Jeremiah Wool, do. - - Present, fit for duty.
Jonathan Blake, do. - Present, fit for duty.

Dewitt, do. - - Present, fit forduty.
Henry Brasher, do. - On Court-Martial.
Robert Smith, - do. - - Present, fit for duty.
Edward Meeks, do. - Present, fit for duty.
John Meeks, do. - Present, fit for duty.
Thomas Mitchell, - do. - Present, fit for duty.
Jas. StewiJ,rt, do. - Present, fit for duty.
John Fish, - - Lieutenant, - On furlough.
John Thompson, do. On furlough.
Henry Rutgers, do., - Fit for duty:
John Elliot, do. - On furlough.
Joseph Cheesman, do. - Fit for duty.
JamesBlack, - do.

. - Fit for duty.
John Fought, - do. - On furlough.
Prentice Brown, do. - Fit for duty.
Walter Moffatt, do. - Fit for duty.
Robert Coles, - do. - Sick,present.
John Myers, do. - Fit for duty.
Daniel Neavens, - - do. - Fit for duty.
Samuel Fleming, - do. - Fit forduty.
John Santford, - - do. - Adjutant.
Aspenwall Cornwal, - do. - Sick,present.
Oliver Lawrence, - do. - Fit for duty.
John Santford, Adjutant, - - Fit for duty.
Aaron Gilbert, Quartermaster, - Fit forduty.
William Adams, Surgeon, Fit for duty.

WM. MALCOM, Colonel.

Return of the First Regiment of Foot in the service of the
UNITEDCOLONIES,commanded by late Colonel now Gen-
eral McDoUGALL,October 4, 1776.

Colonel, - Vacant.
Lieutenant. Colonel, Vacant.
Captain Wiley, - On Court-Martial.
Captain Ledyard, On Court-Martial.
Captain Lyon, - Sick, in camp.
Captain Johnson, On command at King's Bridge.
Captain Byat, - Sick, absent.
Captain Forbes, Sick, absent.
Captain Steenrod, - - Present, on duty.
CommandantBleeker, - Present, on duty.
Lieut. Lefoy, Sick, absent.
Lieut. Dunn, On command.
Lieut. Johnson, - - On commandat the Bridge.
Lient. Trip, - On command with sick.
Lieut. Titus, Sick, present.
Lient. Taylor, - On command.
Lieut. Van Hook, - - Adjutant.
Ensign Poynier, Sick, absent.
Ensign Jones, Absent in pursuit of deserters.
Ensign Fairley, - - Under arrest.

Return of the Third Regiment of Foot of N EW-YORKERS,
in the service of the UNITED COLONIES, commanded by
Colonel RITZEMA.

Captain Denton, - - Sick, absent.
Captain Riker, - Sick, absent.
Captain Hardenbergh, Present, on duty.
Captain Horton, - - Sick, absent.
Captain Hobby, - - On commandin pursuitof deserters.
Captain Hutchings, - Present, on duty.
Captain Pelton, - - Present, on duty.
Lieut. Hallett, Adjutant.
Lieut. Benedict, - - On commandin pursuitof deserters.
Lieut. Dusenbery, - Absent without leave.
Lieut. Whood, - Absent withoutleave.
Lieut. Baldwin, - - Commands Pearce's company.
Lieut. Miller, - Sick, present.
Ensign Cole, - - - Absent, without leave.
Ensign More, - - Absent, without leave.
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Ensign Brundridge,
Ensign Johnson, -
Ensign Clark,
Ensign Holmes, -

- Sick, absent with leave.
- On command after deserters.
o Sick, present.

'
On command with the sick cross the

North River.
o Discharged.

RVDOI.PHUS RITZEMA, Colonel.
Ensign Thornton,

October 4, 1776.

Return of six Companies of Independent Regular and First
Battalion of MARYLANDTroops in the service of the
UNITED COLONIES, under the command of Colonel SMALL-
WOOD.

Colonel W. Smallwood,
Lieutenant-Colonel,
Captain Gunby,
Captain Hindman, -

Sick.
Sick.

- Present, on duty.
- On command to Philadelphia for

clothing. .

Captain Tbomas,
Captain Woolford, -.
Captain Bracco,
Captain Stone, -
Captain Lucas, -
Captain Ramsay,
Captain Adams,
Captain Scott,
Captain Smith, -
Captain Sym,
Captain Bowie,
Captain Ford,

October 4, 1776.

- Sick.
- Present, on duty.
- Sick.
- Sick.
- Sick.
- Present, on duty.
- Sick.
- Present, on duty.
- Present, on duty.
- Present, on duty.
- Presen}, on duty.
- Sick.

Return of the Ninth Regiment of Foot in the service of the
UNITEDCOLONIES,commanded by J. M. VARNUM,Esq.

ColonelVarnum, - Sick at East-Chester.
Lieut. Colonel A. Crary, Present.
Captain Ebr. Flagg, - Present.
Captain Eb. Lewis, - PrC'sent.
Captain N. Hawkins, - Present.
Captain O. Clarke, - - Present.
Captain T. Cole, - Present.
Captain Gooch, - - Present.

Captain J. Varnum, - ~resent.
Lieut. Chamhers, - - SIck at East- Chest~r.
Ensign lerauld, - Sick at East- Chester.
Ensi!TnBlake - Sick in Oran[!eCounty.

<=>' ~

! ' G G 'Ensign Eustace, - On commanr In en. reene s
Guard.

Ensirrn Remington, - - In charge of the sick in Hospital.
Surg~on, Joseph Joslyn, With the sick in Hopital.
Surgeon's Mate, D. Brown, Sick, abseilt.

True return: A. CRARY,Lieut. Colonel.
Fort Constitution, October 5, 1776.

SAMUEL DUVALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Henrico County, Virginia, October 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have delivered to one Thomas Foster, at
Hanover town, on Pamunkey rive~, twenty-seven hundred
and eighty-one bushels of goor1 pIt coal, agreeable to my
contract with Mr. Tobias Rodulph. at 1s. 4d. per bushel,
our currency, who by the last of ltlarch was to have p~id
the money qr given an order on our Treasurer, both of whl~h
he has failed to do. Mr. Rudulph has not wrote, nor III
any manner complied with his engagement. Although. I
could not supply the several orders for coal, have not dis-
posed of the above quantity. By the enclosed you'll see
what he tells Mr. Samuel Parsons, a gentleman from my
neighbourhood. If I had conceived that Mr. Rudolph
would have put me to the troub~e he b.as, I would ~ot have
sold him a bushel of coal. NeIther dId he ereI' hmt that
your honourable Board was to have paid for them. Mr.
Newman told me, as MI'. Rudulph had given no order, he
could pay no money. No vessel bas arrived for that coal.
I hope your honourable Board wiJl direct Ro. C. Nicholas,
Esq., to make payment and send for the coal, as I am in
want of the money. .

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedIent
servant, SAMUELDuv AT.L.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

RICHARD SMITH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

George-Town, October 15, 1776.

.MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: Enclosed you have a

list of the men now enroJled under my command, and I
apprehend that my Lieutenants and Ensign may have a few
more, but this I am uncertain of.

.

There are only a very few guns and blankets yet belong~
ing to the company, and I am fearful not many more can
be procured in this County, so as to be ready fOl'this com~
pany in any reasonable time. But if it is your opinion that
I should march with these already enroJled in our present
condition, you wiJl be pleased to transmit me your orders,
and they shaJi be obeyed.

In the mean time, with the assistance of Magruder, I
shall try to purchase all the arms and other necessaries I can
hear of, and also to inlist more men.

I am, may it please your Honours, your most obedient
servant,

RICHARD SMITH.
To the honourable Council of Safety.

MONTGOMERYCounty to wit: .

List of non-commissioned Officers and Privates enrolled
into a company of Militia for the service of a Flying-Camp,
under Captain Richard Smith, Lieutenants Walter White
and Thomas Hayes, and Ensign Thomas Sprigg, com-
mencing the 19th of September, 1776, to each of whom
the bounty money and one month's pay has been advanced
at tbat time, and at several dates since, as per list now in
possession of R S n - .ICHARD MITH, vaptam.

Levi Hayes, Matthew Read, Samuel Ct. ',vindsor,
Henry Clagett, William Morris, Sen., John Bennett,
John Patrick, of Bena. John Hinton,
Matthias Hernstone, William Wa]]ace, John Gibson,
Andrew Hnghes, Levin Hayes, William Sutton,
Jesse Harris, John Raynolds, John Harris,
WilJiam Sommers, Robert Moore, John Fitzgerald,
Jose!,'h Lewis, Henry Kuhnes, John Carroll,
Wilham Johnston, Anthony Murply, John Burgess,
John Bowen, Jacob Trissler, Nehemiah Leitch,
Robert Maderoy, William Veal Stewart, Dennis Mareman,
William Pollard, Michael Clancy, Nicholas Rodes,
Jacob Hesse, James Long, Zephaniah tVaJ]'ice,
WilJiam Preston, Charles Stewart, Nicholas Rodes, Jun.,
Thomas Fanning, John Nolland, William Pruett,
Ezekiel Harris, George tVindom, Alexander Mason,
Herbert A. Wallace, Peter Night, James Jordon,
John Davis, William Madden, John Hermes,
John Smith, Henry Atcheson, Robert Robinson,
Alexander Read, Andrew Keath, Thomas Hays.

Sixty men at £5 IDs. each, £330.
Certified by RICHARDSMITH.

October 15, 1776.

.
NICHOLAS MACCUBBIN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

October 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I having committed my proposals to your
consideration, should esteem it a singular favour if you would
please to inform me if they will be agreeable. The currier
whom I deal with is going to the northward to purchase
leatber, and before he goes I must let him know what quan~
tity I want, that he may purchase accordingly. I want to
go to Baltimore to-morrow morning early, and entreat the
favour of your answer.

Am, honourable gentlemen, your most obedient and
humbleservant,

NICH'SMACCUBBIN.

To the honourable Council of Safety for ltlaryland.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, October 15, ]776.

SIR: The Board of War have endeavoured to form an
exact account of ordnance stores in the several departments,
as well as of those in the magazine under their immediate
notice here. But from the \vant of accut'ate returns, they
bave not yet been ab]e to accomplish their design. If these
returns were made mm1tbly, the Board would be enabled
in some degree to anticipate the wants of ammunition in the
army, and keep up the supply as far as may be in their
power. I have it in direction to Tequest your Excellency
will order a return to be forthwith made of all ordnance
stores in your department, and tbat you would be pleased
to direct as exact returns to be made monthly as the situa-
tion of the army will admit j as well as accounts of the
men, as to their numbers and capacity, to do duty. Returns

*
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should, if possible, be made of their arms and accoutre-
ments, and also of the rations drawn from the Commissary
of Provisions, as it has been said that regiments not half fuII
draw their rations as if they were complete. 'With how
much justice this has been said cannot be clearly known,
but if monthly returns were made from the Commissary's
office of the rations drawn by each regiment, the returns
from thf,J Adjutant-General would show whether they had
exceeded in their number of rations what they were justly
entitled to. .

A list of the army is making out, wherein at one view
every thing relating to each regiment will be seen. But
the fluctuating state of the army has prevented that accuracy
which it is hoped will be shown in the military affuirs of the
continent, when they shalI, hy the new establishment, be
put upon a more permanent, and of course a more respect-
able footing.

I have the the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
your very obedient, humble sen'ant,

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq.

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO JOHN LANGDON.

Phi]adeJphia, October 15, 1776.

DEAR SIR: As I received no letter from Colonel Whipple
or you last week, I am in hopes he is on the road here,
and will bring your letter with him. I wait with some impa-
tience for his return, as it is very hard for one delegate to
constantly attend Congress and the several Committees,
where one delegate is appointed /i'om each State, especialIy
if unwell, as has been my case for some time past. How-
ever, I am now much better, and hope to be able to ride
home in a short time on horseback.

Yesterday, the Committee appointed to hear the appeal
from the Maritime Court in New-Hampshire, concerning
the Elizabeth, made their report, which was accepted.
They have reversed the sentence of our court, and have
ordered a salvage of one-tenth part to be paid by the
claimants, as she did not come under the order of Congress
of lVovember and December last. Afterwards, the Congress,
by a vote, ga ve up to the said claimants their share of the
said"tent?, so that they will have but one-twentieth part to
pay, besIde the costs.

The same Committee have had Mr. Sheafe's petition
under their consideration, hut have made no report. By
what I have conversed with them, I believe they will not
think the~selves authorized to do any thing in that affair,
as there IS no appeal from the court to the Congress, and
the opposite party not present to be hetrd in the case, and
nothing but the petition, without any thing more before
them. They all say the case appears to be hard, but
know not how to remedy it, without more proofs than they
have at present, and without the opposite party being heard,
and the case brought properly before them.

Before this reaches you, you will see the several orders
of the Marine Committee about guns for your ship, and the
reasons of those orders. The rank of the Captains is set-
tled. Captain Thompson is the sixth. Captain ~lanley is
uneasy about his being the third, and has desired leave to
resign: whether his resignation will be accepted, or his rank
altered, I am uncertain. Captains Manley and Roche are
got pretty hearty again as to their health. As to news, you
will see what is passing here by the enclosed paper. By
letters from France of the 3d of August, we have some
favourable advices.

In haste, my friend, adieu. JOSIAH BARTLETT.

MEASE AND CALDWELL TO GENERAL GATES.

PhiJadelphia, October 15, 1776.

SIR: On the 8th instant we had tbe pleasure to send
forward, by two wagons, via the camp at King's Bridge,
two chests, three cases, and three hogsheads, containing two
thousand three hundred and eighty white linen shirts, and
nine hundred and nineteen pairs of men's shoes, being by
order of Congress, for the use of the army under your com-
mand, and properly directed for you at Ticonderoga. They
were recommended to the care of General ~lijflin, Quarter-
master-General, at Head-Quarters, by the Secretary at War,
to be forwarded from thence as circumstances may render

most proper, and hope they will get safe and speedily to
hand.

"Ve herewith, by three wagons, send you twenty casks
of nails, two hogsbeads, containing five hundred and sixty-
eight pairs of men's shoes, three cases, containing fifteen
hundred Russia linen shirts, and one case, containing nine
hundred and sixty pairs milled yarn hose, under the same
direction, and for the same purpose. The wagons will be
escorted by an officer's guard, with proper orders from the
Board of War.

We hope, in a short time, to ha\'e a further supply of
shoes, stockings and breeches to forward, though it is
become exceedingly difficult, owing to the scarcity of mate-
rials and the great demand for those articles, to procure
them at almost any price. W hen we can strike the a ver-
age, we shall furnish the prices of the whole. Interim we
are, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servants,

MEASE & CALDWI!:LL.

To Major-General H. Gates.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 15, 1776.

SIR: I was last nigbt fa voured with your letter oft be 6th
instant, with the return of prisoners in your State, for which
I thank you. It is properly made out.

Every day's intelligence from the Convention of this
State mentions plots and conspiracies that are in agitation
among the disaffected. The enclosed copy of a letter,
which I received yesterday from Robert R. Livingston,
Esq., one of tbe members, and who is of tbe Continental
Congress, will show you bis idea of the situation of aftairs
in this Government, and their apprehensions of insurrections.
The observations he has been pleased to f.wour me with,

.
through the whole of his letter, seem to me to be too well
founded. The movements of the enemy; their having sent
up some of their sbips in the North River; their landing a
large proportion, if not tbe main body, of their army on
Frog's Point, (or rather island, as it is surrounded by water
every flood tide,) nine miles above this, on the Sound;
added to these, the information of deserters, all afford a
strong presumption, nay, almost a certainty, that.they are

pursuing their original plan of getting in our rear, and cut-
ting off all our su pplies. Our situation here is not exactly
the same as it was at New- York; it is rather better. How-
ever, as we are obliged to divide our force, and guard every
probabJe place of attack as well as we can; as most of our
stores are here and about King's Bridge, and the preserva-
tion of the communication witb the States on the other side
of Hudson's River a matter of great importance, it will not
be possible for me to detach any more assistance than what
I have already done for the purpose of securinff tbe passe:s
in the Highlands. I have sent Colonel 1'ash~lately from
New-Hampshire, with his regiment, upon the business;
and as it is of the utmost consequence to possess those
passes, and to hold them free and open, I would beg lea \'e
to submit to your consideration whether you can spare any
aid upon this interesting occasion. I know your exertions
already are great; I know you have a large number of men
engaged in the service, in this and the Northern army; and
nothing could have induced me to mention tbis matter to
you, were it not for the alarming and melancholy conse-
quences wbich will result from the enemy's possessing them-
selves of those communications. The regiment I Imve
ordered up are to receive directions from the Convention as
to the posts they are to occupy, supposing them to be much
better acquainted with the places where they should be
stationed than I am. If it is in your power to attord any
assistance in this instance, you will be pleased to give sllch
instructions to those you send as you shall judge necessary.
I am just despatching an Engineer to the Convention to
throw up some small works. '

I have the honour to be, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut.

P. S. I have sent two regimen ts of the ~l(Jssachusetts
Militiaup the river to watch the motions of the ships, and
to oppose any landing of men that they may attempt. I
am also extending every part of my force that I possibly
can towards East aJ1d West Chester, to oppose the enemy,
and prevent their effecting their plan, if it shall be practi-
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cable; but our numbers being far inferiour to the demands
for men, I cannot answer for what may happen: the most

.in my power shall be done.

Proceedings of a General Court.Martial of the Line, held
on the Heights of HAERLEM,by order of His Erxellency
GEORGEWASHINGTON,Esq., General and Commander-
in- Chief of the Forces of the UNITEDSTATESOFAMER-
ICA,for the trial of all Prisoners to be brought before
them. OCTOBER15, 1776.

Colonel Ewing, President.
Lieutenant-Colonel Reed, Captain Christ,
Major Seers, Captain Campbell,
Captain Benezet, Lieutenant Caldwell,
Captain Wallace, Lieutenant Ripley,
Captain Anderson, Ensign Bayham,
Captain Huntington, Ensign Clark.

William Tudor, Judge-Advocate.
The Court, being du]y sworn, proceeded to the trial of

Lieutenant Pope, of the detachment of Rangers com-
manded by Major Coburn, brought prisoner before the
Court, and accused of "plundering, and encouraging the
men under his command to do so, by sharing the p]under
with them."

The prisoner, being a~raigned on the above charge,
pleads" Not guilty."

John Bushing. My house is down by the eight-mile
s!one. . The day after the army bad retreated from York I
left the house, and left most of our articles in the house. I
heard. that the Rangers bad a number of thIngs, and applied
to Lieutenant Pope to get them. Pope appeared quite
wilJing to bave the men searched. I found an old cbest,
twenty pounds yarn, a pot, an axe, and two or three other
trifles, in tbe quarters of the men. I took tbem away with-
out opposition. Lieutenant Pope told me he had taken
away a gun out of the house, but told me I should not have
it unless I gave bim five dollars, or gave an order for it
from the General. I accordingly got an order, and then
Lieutenant Pope toJd me he had sent tbe gun beyond
King's Bridge, and gave me an order to get it. Lieutenant
Pope appeared quite wiJling to have me take away every
thing I found except tbe gun, wbich he made no difficulty
about after I had tbe General's order.

George Wilson. I was one of tbe party that went into
Mr. Bushing's house; and it ]ying very near tbe enemy,
an.d being deserted, we thougbt it best to take away wbat
tlnngs we could, and save them for tbe owners. Wbat we
brought off were immediately delivered up to the quarter-
guard.

Captain Holmes. Lieutenant Pope informed me that
our sentries had drove off tbe enemy Ji'om Mr. BushinU"'s
house, and that, as there was a number of articles, Lieute-
nant Pope proposed that a party should go and fetch them
off, and save them for the owners or the continent. 'Vhen
the things were brought up, Lieutenant Pope desired the
officers to go over and take an inventory of them. We
accordingly did, and Lieutenant PQpe bid the men deliver
every thing up, that they might be inventoried; after they
were so, they were put under the quarter-guard, and the
next day they were sent to Head-Quarters. Lieutenant
Pope showed me a gun, and said he tbought that was his
property.

St'rgeant Hemstead. The night aftt'r the party returned
from Bushing's house with the things, Corporal Wilson had
a coat and jacket, and gave them to Lieutenant Pope, who
gave him five dollars. Wilson said he had rather keep the
coat and jacket bimself.

Adjutant Fosdick. Was present, and confirms SerD"eant
Hemstead's deposition, and adds that he saw Lieut~nant
Pope throw the coat and jacket across his arm.

The prisoner admits that he bOUD"bta coat of Wilson but
d

.
k

<:> ,
emes that he new it to be plunder.

The prisoner produces no witnesses.
T!J~ Court are of .opinion that the prisoner is guilty of

conmvmg at plundering; and the Court sentence the pri-
soner to be ?asbiered for said offence, and he is accordingly
hereby casluered. T E P

.dHOS. WING, reslent.

The Court adjourns to 16th October, at ten o'clock.

October 16.-The Court met according to adjournment,
and proceeded to the trial of Corpora] George Wilson, of
tbe detachment of Rangers, brougbt before the Court, and
accused of

"
plundering."

The prisoner, being arraigned on the above charge,
pleads guilty, and con fesses that he went, with ~wo or three
others, one nigbt about three weeks ago, into Mr. Bushing's
house, and they took away severa] things; amongst others,
he took a coat and jacket, which he brought to his quarters,
and sold to Lieutenant Pope for five dollars.

The Court sentences the prisoner to be whipped thirty-
nine lashes on bis bare back, and that in future he do duty
as a private sentinel for said offence.

THOS. EWING, President.

WILLIAM FLOYD TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Head-Quarters at Harlem, October 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed I send you some resol ves of
Congress, witb a newspaper agreeable to your desire. I
yesterday sent you by Mr. Wisner, ten thous'and doHaI's for
the purpose of paying for the blankets and clothing to be
purchased in this State, al] which I hope will come safe to
band.

I am now going to try to get off some of my effects
from the island if it is possible, and shall be absent from
Congress a few days. I beg you would excuse me, as it
is the first time I bave absented myself, but it happens at
a time when no important matter was like to corne before
us.

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest
obedient servant,

To the honourable Com-ention.

esteem, your most

W M. FLOYD.

COMMITTEE OF POUNpRIDGE TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.
Poul1.dridge, October 15, A. D. 1776.

HONOURED SIRS: We, the Sub-Committee of Pound-
ridge, in West-Chester County, beg ]eave to inform your

Honours tbat we are apprehensive that tbere is danger of

our prisoners leaving us and going to the Ministerial army,
as we are not more than nine 01' ten mi]es from the water
where the Sound is full of the Ministerial ships and tenders.
One of our number is a]ready gone to Long-Island, and
numbers are gone from other places, which arc no doubt
now with the Ministerial army. There are disaffected per-
sonsdaily going over to them, which gives uS much trouble.
Therefore, we humbly beg your Honours would give us
some directions concerning them, tbat they may be speedily'
removed at sOme farther distance. We would also inform
you that for the misdemeanOis of one of tbem, and our
own safety, we have been obliged to commit him to gaol at
the White-Plains.

These, with all proper respects, from YoUl's to serve,
JOSHUA AMBLER, Chairman of Committee.

To the Honorable Convention of the State of New- York.

COLONEL A. HAWKES HAY TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Haverstraw, October 15,1776.

DEAR SIR: I am to acknowledge the receipt of yours of
tbe 12th instant, covering the sum of fi,e hundred dollars,
and the resolve of the Committee of Safety ordering a rein-
forcement of one hundred men from the north side of this
County, to protect the shore on the south side of the moun-
tains as soon as ]evied. I fear this supply will come too
late, and be insufficient for the purpose intended. The
ships attempted a landing at Nyack, on Sunday ]ast, but
was prevented by a party of men under my command.
Some damage was done to the houseand barn of Ph. Ser-
vant. Two of the cutters fired several shot through ihem,
but none of my men were hurt, tbough one of the shot
from the cutters passed so near my head as to carry away
a piece or my bat. We are in daily expectation of their
proceeding up tbe river, and I am sorry to inform tbe Com-
mittee of Safety that should they attempt to land witb one
barge, I cannot command a force sufficient to prevent their
penetl"ating the country. I bave exerted myself to muster
tbe Militia, but have not been able to raise a guard of more
than thirty-eight men of my regiment at anyone time at
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Nyack. The wood-cutters employed by order of General
Heath have been with me, but have received orders to
proceed in cutting wood for the army, a"d I have not, at
present, but eleven men to guard the shore between Ver-
dud~[(o Hook and Stone,l/-Point. In this situation, 1 leave
the Committee of Safety to determine what can be exppcted
fi'om me in a way of opposition. My whole regiment con-
sists of but three hundred men; most of them are without
arrns, they having been taken for the Continental troops.
Most of my men refuse to attend the service, though repeat-
edly summoned. Many reasons are assigned for this deser-
tion of the service, such as that the troops last raised
were by the Convention expressly levied for the purpose of
protecting the shore; that this induced many of their peo-
ple to inlist, but have been drawn off from the immediate
defence of their wives, children and property to guard the
eastern ,shore of tbe river, contrary to their expectations.
Others declare that jf tbey leave their business, their fami-
lies mLlst starve, as they have all theil' corn and buckwheat
to seCllre, and have been so called off during the summer
by the publick troubles, as not to have been able to put in
the ground any winter grain, and would therefore as leave
die by the sword as by famine. A third set, and the most
numerous, declare that the Congress have rejected all over-
tures for a reconciliation inconsistent with the independency;
that all they desire is peace, liberty, and safety, and if they
can procure that, tbey are contented. '

I thought it my duty to give the Committee of Safety
this information, that ways and means might be immediately
provided for the defence of tbis part of tbe country. I bave
wrote to General Clinton, at Fort ltlontgomel'Y, for assist-
ance, but can get none, and I have no reason to expect
any from the English neighbourbood, as I hear two bri-
gades are drawn off from there to tbe eastern side of tbe
!'lver.

If the enemy should land here with any considerable
force, tbey would, witb tbe assistance of proper guides, pro-
ceed through the mountains and attack our forts in the
Highlands with great ease. In this view, llaverstraw is of
more importance than it otherwise wOllld be, and nothing
but a desire to support our present glorious' struggle for
liberty, induces me to wish an immediate support witbout
which I can promise but a feeble resistance. I am ashamed
to assure you, sir, that I am obliged to send this by my own
negro, as 1 cannot spare a wbite man to send express. I
beg you wi]) lay tbis before the Committee of Safety, and
despatcb the bearer as soon as possible.

I am, dear sir, with esteem, yoUI' very humble servant,
A. HAWKES HAY.

To Colonel Peter R. Livingston, President of the Con-
vention of the State of New- York, at Fishkill.
N. B. The troops last raised Olltof my regiment are now

stationed at Peek's Kill. Please give the negro a permit
to return back to this place.

ROBERT YATES TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Fishkill, October 15, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of the enclosed resolves, we are
appointed by the Conventiol) a ~ommittee to devise .the
best means to carry into execution the requisition therein
contained.

As the officers now in the service of this State exceed the
number necessary for the command of tbe four battalions
intended to be raised, it becomes necessary that Conven-
tion should be furnished with a rank-roll of the whole,
and the terms whereon the troops have been inlisted. To
obtain these particulars, we apply to you lor in/<mllation ;
and as it is a matter of the utmost importance to have good
officers, we shall esteem it as a favour to have YoUl'senti-
ments at large upon the subject.
. Byorder, &c.

ROB'T YATES, Chairman.

To General Schuyler.

COLONEl, BAYL.EY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

FishkiIJs, October ]5, ]776.

SIn: I was determined to have waited on your Excel-
lency be!(JI'e this, but am detained here, being a member of
the Convention of this State. I send by the hand of Mr.
William Wallace an account of tbe 'expenses of the road

from Newbury to St. John's, until we retreated with the
stores provided to complete the same, which were moved
on the road thirty miles. I only charge what was expended
until our return; the remainder I expended in the defence
of our frontiers, which to us was much needed. What
tools we had provided are kept in store, whicb I will make
a return of and dispose of as directed. Two horses also
remainin<TI will make the best of I am able when I return.

As I ~ngaged tbe hands immediate payment, should be
glad the account sent, or so much as appears reasonable,
might be paid Mr. William Wallace, wbose discharge or
receipt I allow as my own.

I am, sir, your Excellency's most obedient, humble
servant,

JACOB BAYLEY.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Comman-
der of the Forces of the United States of America,
King's Bl'idge.

The UKITED STATES OF AMERICA,
To JACOB BAYLEY, Dr.

To the supply of making a Road from Coos to St. John's, in the Pro-
vince of Canada:

To 110 men engaged at £3 per month, and found in provisions, with
half pint of rum per man each day.

To 110 men, 45 days cach, 495 .£490 0 0
To 6 overseers, 45 days each, at £4 per month. . . .. . . . . . 36 0 0
To James rVhilelan, surveying, 40 days, at 6s. per day 12 0 0
To .dbel Chamberlin, as pilot, 40 days, at 3s. per day. . .

"
6 0 0

To John Shaw, 37 day~' baking, at 4s. per day 7 8 0
- £551 8 0

To 5,300 Ihs. salt pork, at 6d. per lb. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . ..
"

132 10 0
To 132 bushels wheat, at 6s. per bushel. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. 39 12 0
To 12 bushels of peas, at 6s. per bushel. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. 3 12 0
To 40 Ibs. of chocolate, at 2s. per Jb ... ... 4 0 0
To 50 lbs. of sugar, at Is. perlb 210 0
To 80 gallons of rum, at 6s. per gallon ... 24 0 0

£757120
To .'554Ibs. of bar iron, at 30s.per ewt. at Hartford.. . . . .. S 6 6
To 49~lbs. of Germansted, at 29.6d., from ditto. . . .. . . . 6 4 7~
To 32 narrow axes, at 6s. Sd. per axe, ditto. . . . . .. . . . . .. 10 13 4
To 3 grindstones, from Hartford, cost. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 1 1 6

To 12 pots, cost 416 0
To expense in carrying the fivelast articles to Coos... .. . 8 12 0

. . £797 5 11~
To 20 axes, makmg-, at 4s. each 4 0 0
To 30 spades, makmg, at 4s. each. .,. 6 0 0
To 30 hoes, making, at 3s. 3d. each 4 17 6

£8i23 s}
To 2 pack horses, bought to carry stores after the men, not

disposedof.. . . . .. . . ."... . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 22 10 0
To 1 paek horse and a man, hired for 6 days, at 6s. p. day 3 12 0
To 14 journeys, 30 miles into the wood, with a cart and

4 oxen, carrying out stores and bringing the same
home again at the return of the men from the road. ... 36 0 0

£874 5 5~
To billeting the men from their homes to Coos, at 2d. per

mile:
To S men, for 50 miles ..£3 6 S
To 8 men, for 80 miles; 5 6 S
To 19men,for40miles 5184
To 7 men, for 100 miles. 5 16 8
To 20 men, for 120 miles. 20 0 0
To 13 men, for 140 miles .15 3 4--55 11 0
To my own time and expenses in raising the men and su-

perintendingthe work.. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 30 0 0
To William Wallace, time and expense as clerk and com-

missary 22 10 0
Lawfu] money. . . . . .. .£982 6~

By cash received by the hands of William Wallace 250 0 0
Sum due. . ..... $732 6 5~

-----
Errours excepted. Per JACOB BAYLEY.

ELISHA AVERY TO GENERAL GATES.

Albany, October 15, 1776.

SIR: I this morning recei\'ed a bag of specie from Colo-
nel Tnunbull for you, which I send by the bearer. Also
t\\'o letters: one taken Ollt of the post office, the other
received fmm Colonel Tru,mbull.

I have received no retUrns of the number of men at the
garrisons on tbe western communication. According to the
best account I can get, Colonel Dayton's regiment, at Fort
Schuyler, consists of about six hundred men, which are
ordered to Ticonderoga. Colonel Elmer's regiment, Col-
onel Nicoll's regiment, and about two companies of Colonel
1f!Jnkoop's regiment, are at Johnstown and the German
Flats. The number of men they consist of, 1 don't kfJOw;
perhaps seven hundred. I will make you a more particu-
lar retul'll as "Qon as I am able. In the mean time, I am
your Honour's most obedient and most bumble servant,

ELISHA A VERY.
To Miljor-GeJ1eraJ Gates.
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COLONEL WYNKOOP TO GENERAL GATES.

Skenesborough, October 15, 1776.

DEAR GENEJtAL: I can now inform you that after a long
and tedious sickness, I am at last recovered my health so
far that I am returned to this place. I arrived here last
night. Though I am as yet very weak, am in hopes of
recovermg.

I received a letter at Fort Ann fmm General Schuyler,
directed to Colonel Yates, wherein was orders that I should
take the command at that post to see that the roads were
made, and build a fort round the store-house and barracks,
and take one company of my men with me.

.

Your Excellency will do me a favour to send your direc-
tions in the matter, whether I am to stay at this place or
proceed directly to Fort Ann.

I send you by the bearer hereof one hundred boards.
I am, dear General, your most obedient, humhlp, servant,

CORNELIUS WYNKOOP.

PETITION OF OFFICERS.

To the Hon. lJlajor-General GATES:

The Petition of the under subscribers, Officers in the late
Lieut. Colonel WAIT'S Regiment, humbly showeth:

Tbat Captain Ebenezer Green's company being' at pre-
sent vacant of any officers, the whole charge of the said
company being under the care of a Sergeant, the Captain

. being hostage, First Lieutenant sick on furlough, Second
Lieutenant dead, and Ensign broke, we do recommend
Frederick Auburey, a volunteer in this regiment, (who has
already been of great service to the United States,) to your
Honour, as a proper person to be Second Lieutenant, he
being a person who is acquainted with the nature of the
servIce.

N. B.

JAMES OSGOOD, C{1ptain.
JASON WAIT, Captain.
SAMUEL YOUNG, Captain.

With the consent of the subalterns.

Mount Independence, October 15, 1776.

CAPTAIN THOMAS PRINGLE TO MR. STEPHENS, SECRETARY

OF THE ADMIRALTY.

On board the Maria, off Crown-Point, October 15, 1776.

It is with the greatest pleasure that I embrace this oppor-
tunity of congratulating their Lordships upon the victory
completed the 13th of this month, by his Majesty's fleet
under my command, upon Lake Champlain.

Upon the 1] th I came up with the Rebel fleet, com-
manded by Benedict Arnold; they were at anchor under
the Island Vallcour, and formed a strong line, extending
from the island to the west side of the continent. The
wind was so un favourable, that for a considerable time
nothing could be brought into action with them but the
gun-boats. . The Carleton schooner, commanded by Mr.
Dacres, who brings their Lordships this, by much perseve-
rance, at last got to their assistance; but as none of the
other vessels of the fleet could then get up, I did not think
it by any means advisable to continue so partial and unequal
a combat; consequently, with the approbation of his Excel-
lency General f?arleton, who did me the lionour of being on
board the Mana, I called off the Carleton and gun-boats,
and brought the whole Aeet to anchor in a line as near as
possible to the Rebels, that their retreat might be cut off;
wbich purpose was however frustrated by the extreme
obscurity of the night; and in the morning the Rebels had
got a considerable distance from ItS up the lake.

Upon the 13th, I again saw eleven sail of their Aeet
making off to Crown-Point, who, after a chase of seven
hoUl's, I came up with in the ft;Iaria, having the Carleton and
Inflexible a small distance astern; the rest of the fleet almost
out of sight. The action began at twelve o'clock, and lasted
two hours, at which time Arnold, in the Congress galley,
and five gondolas ran on shore, and were directly abandoned
and blown up by the enemy, a circumstance tbey were
greatly favoured in by tbe wind being off shore, and the
narrowness of the lake. The Washington galley struck
during the action, and the rest made their escape to Ticon-
deroga.

The killed and wounded in bis Majesty's fleet, including
the artillery in the gun-boats, do not alIlount to forty; but

from every information I have yet got, the loss of the enemy
must indeed be very considerable.

Many particulars wbich their Lordships may wish to
know I must at present take the liberty of referring you to
Mr. Dacres for; but as I am well convinced his modesty
will not permit him to say how great a share he had in this
victory, give me leave to assure you tbat during both actions
nothing could be more pointedly good than his conduct. I
must also do the justice the officers and seamen of this Aeet
merit, by saying that every person under my command
exerted themselves to act up to the character'of British
seamen.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Newport, October 15, 1776.

SIR: I received yours of the 11 th instant, and can assure
you there is no sort of shot to be had in this State, as they
sent to Boston, and could get but a bare sufficiency for the
new ships. Have ordered the l:Iampden out to gain intelli-
gence. The Columbus is now graving. The new ships
and Alfred are ready, all but men, which we must have
three hundred at least for them, and one hundred for the
Columbus, before we are able to engage shi ps of equal force;
and it will be with difficulty the officers can be got willing
to go out without being full manned, and I see but little
encouragement of getting them manned in this State. If
you will use your inAuence that we may get some men out
of the army soon, as we wait for nothing else, it will be of
great service. . I have been down here ten days,. in order to
inlist men out of the forces here, and have not been able
to get more than about one hundred and twenty, nor don't
see any possibility of getting more. Mr. Shaw \vill be able
to give you any further information as to the circumstances
of the ship here, and when the present appearance alters
shall acquaint you.

I am, with great respect, sir, your humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour' of the
State of Connecticut, at Lebanon.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, l
October 15, 1776. 5

SIR: It having been represented to this Board by Colonel
Ct!shing, commander of a regiment lately ordered from this
State to the State of Rhode-Island, that some difficulty is
likely to arise respecting the command of the forces in the
Continental pay stationed in Rhode-Island, by reason of
Colonel Cook, commander of a regiment in your State,
claiming the command, notwithstanding his commission is
of later date than Colonel Cushing's, we should be very
sorry there should be any difficulty respecting this matter,
but do 110tthink we are authorized to determine any other
ways than what has been agreed upon by the honourable
Congress, in their rules for regulating the army of the United
States, a...tsection thirteen, article twenty-six, to whi~h we
refer your Honour, not doubting you will give such orders
to Colonel Cook and all other officers in command, as are
conformable to the resolves of the honourable Congress.

In the name and by the order of the Council, I have the
honour to be, with great respect, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant.

To the Hon. .Niclwlas Cooke, Esq., Governotll' of the State
of Rhode-Island.

COMMITTEE OF FRAMINGHAM TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.
.

Framingham, October 15, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEJlIEN: We, the Committee of Cor-
respondence, Inspection and Safety, for the town of
Framingham, in obedience to a resolve of the Great and
General Comt, have taken into our custody the personal -

estate of Nathaniel Brinley, who deserted said Framil~ghwn,
and the farm he occupied here, fled to Boston, and was
there the whole time that the British troops were at open
hostilities with this State, also signed the address to General
Gage, &c.; which estate consisted of quick stock, household
furniture, and husbandry utensils. The stock having no con-
nection with the farm they were found upon, we made sale
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of at publick vendue, on the 27th day of J1[ay last, adver-
tising the sale in Edes' and Halfs publick papers, and in
seven adjoining towns. The amount of said sale in cash,
was one hundred and seventy-one pounds, thirteen shillings,
and eight pence, which lies in the hands of Mr. Ebenezer
Marshall, ollr Treasurer. The household furniture we have
stored, and the husbandry tools we have stored in part, and
let out part. This, honoured gentlemen, hath been our
procedure with said estate, which we offer to your candid
reception.

By order of said Committee:
EBEN'R HEMENWAY, Clerk.

To the General Assembly for the State of lUassachusetts-
Bay.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT FALI\IOUTH,

CASCO BAY, DATED OCTOBER 15, 1776.

It is surprising sugars continue so dear, when such immense
quantities are hrought in; but I am informed that the rich
merchants are buying it all up to ship to Spain. Surely
they can't be friends to the country to suffer the common
people, the support of the country, to give such exorbitant
prices for necessaries, that they may make themselves
exorbitantly rieh. They may pretend what they will, but
it is plain they have little or no regard to the good of the
people, therefore no friends to the country, and I hope the
Government \Iiill interpose to prevent oppression from our
own grandees as well as those of England.

STEPHEN STEWARD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

October 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As Captain Patterson's boat ig so near
ready to sail, I thought it would be as well for him to come
up in her, ready to receive your orders, which will be to-
morrow, as the long schooner could be got ready in a few
days, with six carriage-guns, if you would consent to swap
two field riAes which you have in Annapolis for two heavy
riAes that I took out of the Resolution. The large schooner
is pierced for ten guns, three and twb-pounders; but as we
are obliged to put up four-pounders, six will be nearly equal
weight of metal. The schooner is a fine vessel. There is
some vessels on the sea-shore to sell. If you want to buy
one of them and load them where they are, the danger
would be considerable less to get them out than getting
them out of the bay. My son will inform you what situa-
tion the vessels are here in. I hope you will not think me
forward in attempting to dictate for you, as I really do not
intend it, but am ready to oblige you in every employment
you can set me about; and am your most obedient, humble
servant,

STEPHEN STEWARD.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

AMOS GARRETT TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SA]'ETY.

Swan Creek, October 16,1776.

SIR: I wrote you the 14th, by Captain Smith; the sam'e
day got three gentlemen of our County to assist me in the
collection of blankets, &c., for Captain Holland's company,
but as that gentleman has received marching orders, ~hey
will receive but small assistance, I fear, from our collection.
They will have what is in storE', and what we can collect,
(after the forty blankets ordered fi'om 1larford, for the hos-
pital;) these I am now sending to Baltimore, and to get up
all tbe necessary stores from there to despatch the company.
There will be want of publick arms for this company; but as
most of them ba ve good guns of their own, expect they will
conclude to carry them, till can be better eguipped; and
should blankets be \,'anting, I am in hopes they will leave
those we have to the most necessitous, and provide for their
own selves. As I mentioned to you before, I fear new
blankets can't be got at t\venty ~hiIJings, as it will take five
yards of kersey, and this is selling at five shillings per yard,
to make a blanket; and as to linen, common tow-linen is
selling at thrpe shillings and three shillings and six pence
per yard. What we collect from the moneys received that
this company don't require, will be stored at Harford.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
A GMOS ARRETT.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., President.

GEORGE WELLS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October 16, 1776.

GENTLEl\IEN: As I expect to launch one of the row-gal-
leys in about eighteen days, I shouJd be obliged to you to let
me know by bearer, Mr. John Barry, how the row-galleys
should be masted and rigged, or whether you will leave that
matter to Captain Nicholson and self. Please also to let
me know who is to be the sail-maker, and who is to find the
cordage.

Who am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
. GEORGE WELLS.

To the honourable Council of Safety for the State of
~Maryland.
p, S. Please to let me know what weight of metal they

are to carry.

ROUERT PETER AND THOMAS RICHARDSON TO MARYLAND

COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

George-Town, October 16, 1776.

SIH: We presume to address you as a member of our
Convention, on a matter which we think of the utmost im-
portance to' the publick in these times, when despatch at
ferries is so very necessary. Colonel George Mason is
proprietor on the land on the south side of Potowmack, and
rents his ferry over to George-Town, whichin Virginia is
established by act of Assembly. We have also a Jerry on .

the l}!aryland side, and our misfortune is that no ferries in
J1!aryland are established by law. This we apprehend occa-
sions the evils we are about to complain of, and which we
hope our Convention, with YOllr assistance, will remedy as
far as you think it consistent with the publick good.

Our ferrym~n has always been threatened by Colonel
J1!ason's tenant with a suit in Virginia, for presuming to
land in or bring from Virginia any person, so that we are
to re~p no kind of advantage from our situation on Potow-
mack river, it being wbolly claimed by the State of Vir-
ginia. Yesterday our ferryman was arrested, we suppose
at the suit of Colonel Mason or bis tenant, for this offence,
tied by the Sheriff, because he attempted to make his
escape, and dragged to Fai/fax gaol in Alexandria, to
accomplish which the Sheriff came over to this side, got the
J1laryland boat to put him over, desired the ferryman to
come on shore and he would pay him, which he did by
serving the writ, and so the matter was concerted, and with
a design to prevent friaryland from ha ving any right to a
ferry over Potowmack at all; but as to the right, we submit
it to our Legislature, to be determined at any future day;
yet, wben despatch over ferries is at this time so vastly
necessary for the post and for troops tbat may have occasion
to pass, as well as private travellers, we hop.e Jor imme-
diate reJief, as to our ferryman, so far as it may be thought
in the power of our Convention, for it is notorious that
unless he is released, our passage over Potowrnack, either to
the southward or northward, will bi!"very much obstructed,
the Virginia ferryman having no boats, at least not a suf-
ficient number for the purpose.

We look upon tbis to be a ma Iter of consequence, and
hope you will not neglect having done in it what you think
right, at least so far as you have it in your power. And
we are, very respectfuHy, sir, your most obedient and hum-
ble servants, R POBERT ETER, .

THOS. RICHARDSON.

To the Hon. Thomas Johnson, Annapolis.
P. S. Since writing the foregoing the ferryman has been

adluitted to bail, a\Jd is returned.

Phih,delphia, October 16, 1776.

Yesternay afternoon the Continental armed schooner
Tf1asp, Ca Plain Baldwin, returned here from a cruise, and

brought in with him a large ship, bound from Jamaica for
Liverpool, laden with rum and sugar, which he took about
twelve days ago. The prize is got up to Chester.

By accounts fi'om tbe southward, we learn that a Spanish
brig was arrived from IIavanah at Virginia, with ten
thousand doHars, to purchase flour, &c. By her we learn
that Spain had aClually {lec1ared war against .Portugal, and

that a Jarge armament was expected at Havana from Old
Spain in a short tiine after he sailed; and that several other
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merchant vessels were soon to follow him for this Conti-
nent.

Saturday last arrived here the ship taken by the brig
General lYlontgomery. She proves to be the sbip Thetis,
Captain May, with three hundred and ten hogsbeads of
sugar, ninety puncheons of rum, &c., from Illontego Bay
for London, and belonged to a fleet of near two hundred
sail, who left Jamaica in .August last, under convoy of two
men-()f~war. The above ship in coming up, touched on the
chevaux-de-frise, wbere she would have, in all probability,
sunk, bad it not been for the tim!:'ly assistance slle received
from the row~galley men.

GENERAL MERCER TO GENERAl, WASHINGTON.

Amboy, Oetober 16, 1776.

SIR: General Greene has informed your Excellency that
a party passed over last nigbt to Staten-Island, with a view
to attack the enemy, at the east end near the watering
place. As we advanced towards Richmond town informa-
tion was given that some companies of British and Hessian
troops were stationed there. Surprising them was therefore
the first object; which was effected this morning, at break
of day. Well disciplined troops would have taken the
whole without the loss of a man, but we only took about
twenty prisoners, partly He~sians and English: eight Hes-
sians and nine British, one of those wounded, and besides
these, two mortally wounded, left at Richmond town. We
lost two men in the action. What we have collected of
intelligence from the prisoners, is enclosed.

Your instructions of Octoba the 15th I shall immediately
set about observing with the utmost diligence and punctu-
ality. Colonel Griffin received a wound in the heel, in
the action of this morning, and Lieutenant-Colonel Smith,
of the Flying-Camp, was slightly wounded in the arm. I
shall send the prisoners on to Philadelphia.

I have the honour to be, sir, your Excellency's most obe-
dient servant, .

H 1\,.. if. ERCER.

To General Washl:ngton.

pointment and against their will; were guarded to their
ships; they saw no papers of any kind among them from
us; if they knew that they would be we]] treated by us,
would all lay down their arms; have 110 desire to return
to their regiment again; are much pleased and happy with
the treatment they have received, and are very thankful for
the same.

THOMAS !lUIGLEY TO THOMAS RANDALL.

On board the Putnam, Cranberry, October 6,1776.

SIR: I received yours of the 1st of Octob.er, in which
you advise me to keep a good look.out for the enemy's
vessels. You may depend there shall none of them pass
us through our negligence. We have seen three since 11'1)'
last to you; the first a large snow, which we chased within
sight of the Hook, but two of the enemy's vessels, tenders,
coming out of the Hook, was obliged to give over the chase
and return. The second, a brig, we took to be a transport,
which we likewise chased some hours off Cranberry Inlet,
but being In sight of four other vessels, and one of them a
frigate, who gave us chase, we were obliged to retul'!l again.
The third, a hermaphrodite, but the wind blowing hard at
northeast, could not get out to her.

I have thought fit to send Mr. Littel to you to be in-
formed what we are to do for provi~ion, it being very near
out. We have, since the Captain went away, broached
one barrel of beef and one of bread, entirely spoiled, and
at this time there is not above three days' meat on board
the vessel. 'We have not above four foremast-men that is
able to stand their watch upon deck, for want of shoes
and other clothing. Therefore beg you would endeavour
to give us some speedy relief, either by sending us some
money, or otherwise, as you shall think most expedient.
I had a letter fi'om the Captain of the same date of yours,
but he has not mentioned any certain time of his being on
board, which makes me conclude that it wi]] not be very
soon, as he is no great starter.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
THOMAS QUIGLEY.

To Thomas Randall, Esq.
Head-Quarters, Perth-Amboy, Oetober 16,1776.

The Ex:aminatiQn of two Regular Soldiers and one I-lEs-
SI.;I.N,taken prisoners on STATEN-IsLAND, this morning, ADDRESSOF INHABITANTSOF NEW-YORKTO LORD HOWE

at the Church. ANDGENER.;I.LHOWE.

Robert Holbrook. Says he belongs to the Fourteenth To the R,ight Hon. RICHARD LORD VIS?OUNT HOWE, of

Regiment, commanded by Colonel Dalrymple; twenty the Kwgdom of IRELAND, and to Hzs Ex~ellenc}J t~e

regulars and forty-five Hessians were at the church; there Hon. W!LLIAM HowE, Esq..' G,eneral of ~Ils ltJaJesty s

were about fifteen hundred on the island at first. about Forces In AMERICA, the Kwg s CommlSSlOners for re-

ten days ago the greatest part of the Hessians embarked; storing peace to His lYJajesty's Colonies £n NORTH-

Captain Horton commanded this morning, and fled; Gen- AMERICA.

eral Howe' has twenty-two thousand, including Hessians Your Excellencies, by your declaration, bearing date
and all other troops; some new troops landed last ~Monday; July 14, 1776, having signified that" the King is desirous
the army in good health and plenty of provisions; all salt to deliver his American subjects from the calamities of war,
on the island; they expE'ct fifteen thousand lIessians every and other oppressions which they now undergo, and to
day, but no English troops; the only reinforcement is the restore the Colonies to his protection and peace;" and by a
Sixth Regiment, about one hundred and fifty; Hessians subsequent declaration, dated September 19th, 1776, having
in the army supposed to be fifteen thousand. also been pleased to express your desire" to confer with his

PetlJf Gee, of the Sixth Regiment, Colonel Bootltby. Majesty's well-affected subjects, upon the means of restoring.
Says one hundred atld fifty of them landed on Staten-Island, the publick tranquillity and establishing a permanent union
last ltlonday, from the Clwmbury, transport; left England with every Colony, as a part of the British Empire:"
the 3d July; twenty sail came out \\ith them, two men-of- We, therefore, whose names are hereuntQ subscribed,
war and eighteen provision vessels; they were making great inhabitants of the City and County of New- York, in the
preparations in England, recruited very fast, but expected Province of New- York, reflecting with the tenderest emo-
the press to break out; about seven hundred Hanoverians tions of gratitude, on this instance of bis Majesty's paternal
came O\lt,as many more expected; some of them lay at goo~ness, and encouraged by the affectiol!ate manner in
Plymouth; the greatest part of the Hessians left the is]and; which his Majesty's gracious purposes have been conveyed
a great many sick on the island; the number in the fort to us by your Excellencies, who have hereby evinced that
not known, supposed about six hundred; only two pieces humanity is inseparable from that true magnanimity and
of cannOn in the fort; expected a reinforcement of the those enlarged sentiments which fonl1 the most shining
regulars. characters, beg lea veto represent to your Excellencies,

Christian Guiler, a lIessian private. Says, 'tis eight that we bear true allegiance to our rightful Sovereign,
years since he left his own counJry; almost all these troops George the Third, as well as warm affection to his sacred
are with General Howc; twelve thousand of them have person, crown, and dignity"; that we esteem tbe constitu-
come; expect more; expected if taken prisoner, to ha \'e tional supremacy of Great Britain over these Colonies, and
mercy shown him if we were a Christian people; that he other depending parts of his Majesty's dominions, as essential
was brought from his country by force; that detachments to tbe union, security, and welfare of the whole empire,
were sent through their country, and if their parents inter- and sincerely lament the interruption of that harmony which
f(;red, were put in jail; were told they were to be garri. formerly subsisted between the parent State, and these her'
soned in England, but after three daysarrival in England, Colonies; that many of the loyal citizens have been driven
were ordered to embark for America, to their great disap- away by the calamitiesof war, and the spiritof persecution,

FIFTH SERU':S.- VOL. II. 68
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which lately prevailed; or sent to New-England and other
distant parts. 'We, therefore, hoping that the sufferings
which our absent fellow-citizens undergo, for their attach-
ment for the royal cause, may plead in their behalf, humbly
pray that your Excellencies would be pleased, on these
our dutiful representations, to restore this City and County
to his Majesty's protection and peace.

Signed by Daniel Horsemanden, Oliver De Lancey,
and 946 more persons of the Town and County of New-
York.*

New-York, October 16,1776.

ADDRESS OF INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK TO GOVERNOUR

TRYON.

To His Excellency WILLIAM TRYON, Esq., Captain-Gen-
eral and Govemour-in-Chief in and over the Province
of N EW-YORK, and the Territories depending thereon
in AMERICA, Chancellor, and Vice-Admiral of the
same.

MAYIT PLEASEYOUREXCELLENCY: We, tbe inhabitants
of the City and County of New- York, beg leave to con-
gratulate your Excellency on your return to the capital of
YOllr Government, and to assure you tbat we feel the
sincerest joy on tbis happy event, which opens a prospect
that we shall once more experience the blessings of peace
and security under his Majesty's auspicious government and
protection, blessings which we formerly enjoyed under your
Excellency's mild administration, and which we ardently
wish to have renewed.

Persevering in our loyalty and unshaken attachment to our
gracious Sovereign, in this time of distress and trial, and
anxious to testify our affection for him, we have embraced
the earliest opportunity to petition tbe King's Commissioners,
that they would restore this City and County to his Majesty's
peace, although many of tbe most respectable citizens, and
a much greater number of the inferiour classes, bave been
drawn off by the calamities of war, or sent prisoners to
New-England and other distant parts; yet we hope that
the numbers still remaining, and who have voluntarily
subscribed, may be deemed sufficient to entitle this district
to his Majesty's grace, whilst the sufferings wbich 0111'absent
fellow-citizens undergo for the royal cause, plead in tbeir
behalf with the Commissioners, from wbose well-known
humanity, benevolence, and enlarged sentiments, we have
the most flattering expectations.

To your Excellency we naturally look up for assistance;
we therefore request th.at you would be pleased to present
our petition to the Commissioners, and otberwise exert
yourself tbat the prayer of it may be granted; as it is our
fervent desire, and what we esteem the greatest earthly
felicity, to remain subjects of the British Government, in
union with the parent State.

Signed by desire, and in behalf of the inhabitants, by
DANU:L HORSEMANDEN.

New-York,October16,1776.
.

GOVERNOUR TRYON'S ANSWER.

New-York, October 25,1776.

SIR: The address you delivered to me, in behalf of the
inhabitants of the City and County of New- York, cannot
fail of being highly agreeable to me, as it was accompanied
with a dutiful petition and representation from them to the
King'~ Com~is.sioners for restoring peace to his Majesty's
Colomes, testifYIng your loyalty to OUL'most gracious Sover-
eign, professing a zealous attachment to the British co~sti-
tution, and declaring the warmest desire for a lastinO"union
with the parent State. Still, solicitous as I am for the
welfare of the inhabitants of this Colony in general, and
earnestly wishing for a restoration of pubJick harmony and
the reestablishment of the ancient constitutional authority
of Government, I have cheerfully embraced the opportunity
of presenting this day the address to Lord Howe, who
was pleased to signify to me "

he would take the earliest.The Town and County of New-York make .N'ew-Ym.k Island. It
has been remarked ~s ~xtraordi~ary, that Richmond County, which is
Staten-Island, and King s, Qucen s, and Stlffolk Counties, which make
Long-Island, havE not any of them presented addresses. And it was
(urth~r r~marked, that the prin?il~al expression in this address is only
e~:mstltutlOnal supremacy, that It IS eqUIvocal, that it may be eXplained
either way, and that without explanatIOn it is a mdlity.-Remembrancer.

opportunity of communicating with General Howe on the
occasion." The inhabitants 'may be assllred I shan support
t~Ieir wishes with my best endeavours, although the comple-
tion of them must be left to the decision of his Majesty's
Commissioners, in whom the highest national confidence is
reposed.

I am, with great regard, sir, YOllr most obedient servant,
WILLIAM TRYON.

To the Hon. Chief Justice Horsemanden.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Head-Q,uarters, Heights of Harlem, October 16, 1776.

SIR: I have been favoured with your. s~veral letters of
the 11th and 13th instant, with their enclosures. The first
that I received would have been answered sooner had I been
able to have furnished the necessary intelligence respecting
the enemy's ships-of-war in the ~ound above Hell-Gate.
This induced me to detain the express a day, in expecta-
tion of gaining a more certain information of this fact than
what had then come to my knowledge. By some deserters,
who came ashore from their shipping at Fmg's Point yes-
terday, and who (from what I could discover on their exam-
ination) I. think, in this instance, are deserving of credit, I
am acquaInted that, there are now between Hell-Gate and
Frog's Point five ships-o~-war_the Fowey of twenty-four
g~ns, the Le. Brune o.f tlllfty-two, tbe f!arY.~fort of twenty-
eight, the Ntger of thirty-two, and Halifax of sixteen; and
that the Mercury and one other ship are cruising off .Block
Island. Whether their number may be augmented or di-
minished in a short time, is more than I can say; though I
must observe that the enemy's frigates of twenty-eight guns
(as we ba ve found from experience) are not deterred from
passing through Hell-Gate. I would therefore strOllO"ly
advise, in case an attack on the ships-of-war near Fro~'s
Point should be determined on, that tenders or oiher sn~all
craft should be sent abead, for the purp~e of discover~ng
with certainty the number and strenO"th of the enem y who
C: h

. 0'
,

Irom t e circumstances I have mentioned, may be easily
reinforced.

As to furnishing any soldiers from this army towards
manning your ships, it is what I am sorry, under tbe
present appearances of things, J cannot comply witb, the
enemy being too powerful on this quarter to admit of
any diminution of the troops who are to oppose them. For
this reason, also, I cannot afford any reinforcement to Col-
onel Livingston, to augment his detachment from twelve
hundred to two thousand, which you think would be neces-
sary; indeed, as we have received information that the
enemy have been considerably reinforced hy the arrival of
Hessians, and as they have, from accounts, drawn- almost
tbeir whole force to Frog's Point, I think it would be
?ighly advisable (unless the expedition to Long-Island is
III such forwardne~s as to be carried into execution imme-
diately,) to send forward the two lUassachUfJetts re;iments
who were detained for that particular service. Sho~ld it b~
determined to proceed to Long-Island, I cannot interfere by
any means in giving tbe command to a younger officer.

With respect to the ,tores at Norwalk and the other
towns you have mentioned, I have ordered them from

.

thence, thinking this methorl more elicrible than to furnish
troops (of which we are in such wanttfor their defence.

I did myself the pleasure of writing to you a few days-
ago, which I imagine you have received.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant,

Go. 'V ARRINGTON.

To Govel'llour. Trumbull, ConnectIcut.

P. S. I have just received the examination of anotlwr
deserter, who says he came away from the Dolphin, last
Thursday, a sixty-gun ship, in the Sound above Hell-

~ate: J?u~ ~his I ~m in doubt about. At any rate, I
Imagme, If It IS true, It must be known to you, by informa-
tion of the inhabitants living on the Sound.

GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNOTJR COOKE.

Head-Q,uarters, New-York Island, October 16, 1776.

SIR: Yours of the 5th was delivered me by Mr. IIazard
the subject of which I had wrote upon before as fuliy as i~
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

\ Saratoga, October 16, 1776.

SIR : Yesterday I was honoured with your favour of the
4th instant, enclosing a resolution of Congress of the 2d
instant. At this very critical juncture I shall waive those
remarks which, in justice to myself, I must make at a
future day. The calumny of my enemies has arisen to its
height; their malice is incapable of heightening the injury.
I wish, for the sake of human nature, that they had not
succeeded so well. I wish they had not been countenanced
by the transactions of those whose duty it was to have sup-
ported me. In the alarming situation of our affairs, I shall
continue to act some time longer, but Congress must pre-
pare to put the care of this department into other hands. I
shall be able to render my country better services in another
line, less exposed to a repetition of the injuries I have
sustained. .

Since the letter from General Arnold of the 12th instant,
which General Washington has doubtless transmitted to you,
I have not heard a word from the fleet or Ticonderoga. .

The ammunition embarked at Fort George yesterday
COLONELBROO}IETO PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

morning, and, without doubt, arrived before night at Ticon-
Heights of Harlem, October16, 1776. deroga. I am preparing to build barracks for three thou-

SIR: John 8. Hobart, Esq., who was at New-Haven sand men at this place and Stillwater.
about a week past, informed me that your Convention had If we do not quite lose the lake this campaign, it will be
appointed a Committee of Safety to sit at or near the lines, necessary to employ foul' hundred carpenters all winter in
to transact some business of importance, and that I was constructing a strong naval force. Cordage, sails, oakum,
honoured with being appointed one of the members. Pur- and anchors, mijst be provided somewhere below, and the
s~ant to which information I have attended at this place in whole brought up in winter. Fifty whip-saws will be

it

necessary. The anxiety I felt for the honour of the State
and the (roodof the cause, made me anticipate your wishes
relative to recommendations. I had made a collection of
the officers belonging to the Rhode-Island r~giments, and
delivered it to his Excellency Genera] lVashmgton, to be
forwarded to your State. That recommendation and ar-
rancrementof officersis the best that I could make or recom-
me~d to the General, all circumstances considered. The
State will act their pleasure with respect to the appoint-
ments. The General only wishes to have good men, such
as will discharge their duty in every point of view, and
maintain the character of gentlemen. He has no attach-
ment to any person further than his merit recommends him.
Men of merit he wishes to be appointed, whether in or out
of the army.

General Howe has landed at Frog's Point, a place a few
miles east of Hell-Gate. He is collecting his force together
at that place with a design to cut off a retreat. His Excel-
lency is making an arrangement to counteract bim. The
troops appear to be in good spirits, and I am in hopes, if
Howe attacks us, he will meet with a defeat. A battle is
daily, nay hourly, expected. I shall come in for no share
of the honour or glory of the day, if victorious; no shame,
if defeated-my command being in New-Jersey. Rowe's
desiITnevidently appears to be to get in our rear, to cut off
our ~upplies and starve the .rmy out. This reduces us to
the necessity of extending our left wing out in the country,
to preserve anI'communication with the County fromwhence
we cretour support. A few days may produce some events
imp~rtant to the American interests. I was on Staten-

. Island night before last. The greatest part of the British
troops and Ressians are drawn off to support General
Howe's operations at Frog's Point.

I am exceeding happy to hear of the safe recovery of
your family from the small-pox. Present my respects to
them, and to Mr. Ward, the Secretary. I have carefully
sent in the letters,sent me by the Aags.

I am, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant,

NATHANAEL GREENE.

To the Hon. lficholas Cooke, Esq., Governourof Rhode-
Island.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DUER.

Head-Quarters, Har]em Heights, October 16, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have yours of the 14th, which is princi-
pally taken up with pointing out the necessity of securing a
proper place of retreat beyond the Highlands, should any
accident befall the army. I cannot speak positively, but I
am inclined to think the expediency of such a measlll'e is in
deliberation before a council of war held this day at King's
Bridge. I know some of our ablest heads are clearly for
it. From every appearance, and from the information of
deserters, the main body of the army is above us. One of
the deserters, a good, sensible fellow, says a man-of-war
lays at the Hook ready to sail with the news of the issue
of their move to Frog's Point. It will seem very strange
to the people of England that nothing decisive has been
effected by a fleet and army superiour to any thing they
employed last war. Something must be attempted to
satisfy them, for bad news will be more tolerable than a state
of suspense. If your information bas been true, to-morrow
will be a day that either gives liberty or goes a great way
towards enslaving America.

I hope every man who values the first, or fears the last,
will behave as he ought to do. It .will gi\'e me the greatest
pleasure to make you a favomable report.

I am, dear sir, sincerely yours,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq.

order to join the Committee, but on inquiry cannot learn
tbat any of the gentlemen have been here. I therefore
propose to return home for the present, (as a number of my
family are sick,) and shall endeavour to give my attendance
whenever I am informed the Committee are convened.

I am yours and the Convention's very humble servant,
JNO. BROOME.

To the Hon. Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of the
Convention of the State of New- York, at Fishkills.

ORDERS TO CAPTAIN OSBURN.

Third Regiment, Westchester County Brigade.

To Captain JOSEPH OSBURN:
You are hereby required to send Major Joseph Strang

ten men of your company, and from time to time to fur-
nish him with such number of men as he shall require for
mending the post road from the south line of Dutchess
County to King's Bridge, (and they designed none other
purpose,) agreeable to a resol ve of the Convention of this
State, and they to receive four pounds per month.

Given under my hand and seal this 16th of October, 1776.
GILB'T DRAKE, Lieut. Colonel.

JONATHAN LANDON TO EZRA THOMPSON.

Fishkill, October 16, 1776.

SIR: The Committee for employing people to explore
mines, &c., of which I am a member, have entered into a
contract witb McDonald to make a furthertrial of tbe lead
mines. The contract he will show you. You will do well
to come down here, and inform the Committee what lead
is in your hands, with your account, that it may be settled,
and to give your advice and opinion respecting the mine to
the Committee. I am very desirous you would be good
enough to attend liS as soon as possibly you can, as it will
be necessary to have somebody on the spot to have an eye
to the business. If it is practicable for you to attend, do
not fail. You are likewise to be at the trouble to measure
the depth of the pit as Mr. McDonald left it, as he is now
to be paid by the fathom.

I am, your very humble servant,
JONTH. LANDON.

To Mr. Ezra Thompson, Nine Partners.

October 22, 1776.-According to orders I have mea-
sured twenty-four feet length, containing six feet depth, being
the presentstate of lead mine in the Great Nine Partners.
The weight of lead are now on hand is 1646.

EZRA THOMPSON.

..
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wanted, and should be sent immediately: they are not to be
had in this quarter.

I wish a quantity of crocus, or any coarse linen, to ,be
sent up for sacks for the soldiers' bedding and bolsters: it
will be best to bave them made up at Philadelphia, large
enouo-h for two men. A great quantity of intrenching tools
mustalso be p!'Ovided, and such a quantity of ammunition
sent next winter to Ticonderoga, as will suffice for the cam-
paign: some should be sent immediately. Cannon of tbe
largest size should be cast in every quarter, and sent up in
winten

The Paymaster advises me that his chest is reduced to
less than one hundred thousand dollars: a supply should
be sent in time.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient and very hum-
ble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Saratoga, October 16, 1776.

DIUR SIR: I am honoured with your Excellency's
favour of the 10th and 11th instant. I am very confident
the manner in which you have treated the Cayuga sachems
wi1l be attended with very salutary consequences.

By a person from your camp, who left it since the ships
of war passed your chevaux-de-frise, we were informed .that
all the craft that could be procured were employed in car-
rying stone to complete the obstruction in the river. 'your
letter gives me hopes that those that are passed will be
prevented from returning.

Since the letter of General Arnold's, transmitted you by
Captain Varick, I have not had a liRe from Tyonderoga.
I have hopes that the enemy will not renew their attack on
our fleet. The ammunition arrived at Tyonderoga last
night.

I shall despatch a messenger to Boston for nails, and
hope to receive a supply from thence.

I am, dear sir, with every sentiment of esteem and respect,
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To His Excellency General TYashington, &c., &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAl. WASHINGTON.

Saratoga, October 16, 1776, six o'clock, afternoon.

DEAR SIR: Enclosed you have copies ofJetters from Gen-
erals Gates and Arnold, announcing the total destruction of
our fleet on Lake Champlain. I shall write to every State
nearest me to march up their Militia to support our army,
as the enemy will doubtless very soon attack it, and do
every thing in my power to prevent their penetrating into
the country, should our army; be obliged to give way, which
I have good hopes will not be the case.

I am, dear sir, your Excellency's most obedient, humble
Servant, PH. SCHUYL~R.

To His Excellency General Washington.

Ticonderoga, October 15, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I make no doubt before this you have
received a copy of my letter to General Gatesof the 12th
instant, dated at Schuyler's Island, advising of an action
bet'rVeen our fleet and the enemy the preceding day, in
which we lost a schooner and a gondola. We remained
no longer at Schuyler's Island than to stop OlIr leaks, and
mend the sails of thE:JWashington. At two o'clock, P. M.,
the 12th, weighed anchor with a fresh breeze to the south-
ward. The enemy's fleet at the same time got under
way; our gondola made very little way ahead. In the
evening the wind moderated, and we made such progress
that at six o'clock next morning we were about off TfTillsbo-
rough, twenty-eight miles from Crown-Point. The enemy's
fleet were very little way above Schuyler's Island; the
wind breezed up to the southward, so that we gained very
little by beating or rowing, at the same time the enemy
took a fresh breeze from the northeast, and by the time we
had reached Spl£t-Rock, were alongside of lIS. The Wash-
ington and Congress were in the rear, the rest of our fleet
were ahead except two gondolas slink at Schuyler's Island.

The Washington galley was in sllch a shattered condition,
and had so many 'men killed and wounded, she struck to
the enemy after receiving a few broadsides. We were then
attacked in the Congress galley by a ship mounting twelve
eighteen-pounders, a schooner of fourteen sixes, and on~ of
twehre sixes, two under our stern, and one on our broadsIde,
within musket-shot. They kept up an incessant fire on us
for about five glasses, with rollnd and grape-shot, which we
returned as briskly. The sails, rigging, and hull of the
Congress were shattered and torn in pieces, the First Lieu-
tenant and three men killed, when, to prevent her falling
into the enemy's hands, who had seven sail around me, I ran
her ashore in a small creek ten miles /i'om Crown-Point, on
the east side, when, alier saving our smalJ-arms, I set her
on fire with four gondolas, with whose crews I reached
Crown-Point through the wopds that evening, and very
luckily escaped the savages, who waylaid the road in two
hours after we passed. At four o'clock yesterday morning
I reached this place, exceedingly fatigued and uO\vell,
having been without sleep or refreshment for near three
days.

Of our whole fleet we have saved only two galleys, two
small schooners, one gondola, and one sloop. General
Waterbury, with one hundred and ten prisoners, were re-
turned by Carleton last night. On board of the Congress
we had twenty-odd men killed. and wounded. Our whole
loss amo~nts to eighty-odd.

The enemy's fleet were last night three miles below
Crown-Point; their army is doubtless at their heels. We
are busily empJoyed in completing oUl'lines, redoubts, which
I am sorry to say are not so forward as I couJd wish. \Ve
have very few heavy cannon, but are mounting every piece
we have. It is the opinion of Generals Gates and St. Clair
tbat eight or ten thousand Militia should be immediately
sent to our assistance, jf tbey can be spared from below. I
am of opinion tbe enemy will attack us with their fleet and
army at tbe same time. The fonner is very formidable, a
list of which I am favoured with by General Waterbury,
and bave enclosed. The season is so far advanced, our
people are daily growing more healthy. .

'We have about nine thousand effectives, and if properly
supported, make no doubt of stopping the career of the
enemy. All your letters to, me of late have miscarried.
I am extremely sorry to hear by General Gates you are
unwell. I have sent you by General Waterbury a small
box containing all my publick and private papers, and
accounts, with a considerable sum of hard and paper money,
which beg the favour of YOUI' taking care of.

I am, dear General, your most affectionate, humble
servant, B. ARNOLD.
To Hon. Major~General Schuyler.

List of the Enemy'sfleet on Lake CHAMPLAIN.
1 ship, - ]8 12-pounders.

1 schooner, - -, 14 6 "
1 do. 12 6 "
1 rideaux, - 6 24 ~b

12 ]25
rass.

4 8-inch howitz.
Twenty-eight gondolas, with one gun each, 12, 18, and

24-pounders, and one eight-inch howitz.
Two gondolas, three guns each, 12-pollnders.

N. B. Two of the above gondolas sunk by our fleet the
first day, and one blown up with sixty men.

Ticonderoga. October ]5, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Y Oll will herewith receive General
Arnold's account of the defeat and almost total ruin of our
fleet yesterday morning. It has pleased Providence to pre-
serve General Arnold. Few men ever met with so many
hairbreadth escapes in so short a space of time. Except
the capture of Geneml Waterbury and those with !Jim, 1
do not think we shall lose a great many men. Upwards
of two hundred, with tbeir otllcers, escaped with General
Arnold.

The ammunition, &c., I so long wrote for is much wanter!

here. I am distressed to the last degree till it arrives.
This mom('nt your favour from Saratoga of yesterday after-
noon is put in my hands. Part of the lead, about throe
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tons, is arrived, and you make me happy in acquainting
me the other, &c., are so near at hand. The guard you
mention, and the wise caution you give, shall be carefu!ly
attended to.

I am, in haste, your faithful and affectionate humble
servant,

Ho. GATES.
P. S. I beg you will send me all the spades you can

co!lect, as fast as possible.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Ticonderoga, October 1, 1776.
(Parole, Cambrit1ge.) (Counten;ign, La.ng(lon.)

As soon as the vessels sail fi'om the wharf, the carpenters
are to be employed in repaii.ing the batteaus. The Bat-
teaumaster is to recejve and obey all orders given by Colonel
Lewis, Deputy Quartermaster-General, or his Assistant,
MajQr Hay. They will furnish men to collect al] the stray
batteaus, to draw them up for caulking, to pick oakum, and
do all the necessary repairs.

Field officer of the day to-morrow for T/:condcroga,
Major De Hart. Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.

Field officer of the day for lWQunt Independence, Colonel
Poor. Brigade-Major of the day, Howell.

...
Head-Quarters, October 2, 1776.

(Parole, Gordon.) (Countersign, Ro:cbury.)

At a General Court-Martial held in the Third Brigade,
on ]}1oitnt Independence, of which Lieutenant-Colonel
Shreve was President, Captain Marston, of Colonel Win-
gate's regiment, was tried on an accusation of having drawn
provision for more men than he had in his company. The
Court having duly considered the evidence offered, are
unanimously of opinion" that Captain j1Iarston is not
guilty," and therefore do acquit him with honour.

Capt'lin Daniel ~Ioor, of Colonel Stark's regiment, tried
by the same General Court-M artial for neglect of duty and
disobedience of orders. The Court having considered the
nature of the offence, and the evidences, are unanimously
of opinion that Captain ~loor is guilty, and sentence him
to be reprimanded by Colonel Starks.

Samuel Blue, of Captain A'larston's company, in Colonel
fVingate's regiment, and John Powell, of Captain Abbott's
company, tried by the same General Court-Martial for de-
sertion, are both found guilty, and sentenced by the Court
to receive each thirty-nine lashes on his bare back, and to
refund the expenses of bringing them to their duty.

MONis Ferrill, of Captain Stout's company, in Colonel
~Iaxwell's regiment, tried for sleeping on his post when on
sentry, is found guilty, and sentenced to receive twenty
lashes on his bare back.

John Ilickory, of Captain Scott's company, Colonel
Maxwell's regiment, tried by the same General COl1l't-Mar-
tial for rioting and disturbing Colonel Poor's encampment,
and threatening the life of Lieutenant Lyford, is found
guilty of both crimes, and sentenced to receive thirty-nine
lasbes for each.

Lieutenant Benjamin Mooney, of the late Captain IIar-
per's company, Colonel FVyman's regiment, tried by the
same General Court-Martial for disobedience of orders and.
neglect of duty, plead in excuse bis being inoculated for
tbe small-pox. The Court considering this circumstance,
together with the evidences, unanimously decide that Lieu-
tenant ft-loony is guilty, and sentence him to be cashiered
and published in tbe publick papers.

The General confirms all the above sentences, and orders
the acquittals to take place immediately. The punishments
to be inflicted at such time and place as the commanding
officer shaH direct. Lieutenant .Mooney's crime and punish-
ment to be published by the Judge-Advocate of the Court.

Field officer of the day to-morrow for Ticonderoga,
Major John G. Frazier. Brigade-Major of the day, Major
Brown.

Field officer on ~lou.nt Independence, Colonel Maxwell.
Brigade-Major of the day, Major Rice.

Head-Quarters, October 3, 17i6.
(Parole, Coope-r.) (Countersign, POTt~'mouth.)

At a General Court-Martial at Ticonderoga, of which
Li,eutenant Colonel Johnston was President, one John Rol-

stone, a suttler, was tried" for sel1ing rum to the soldiers,
and suffering them to be drunk at his but at unseasonable
hours, contrary to orders." The Court, on examination of
the witnesses, find him guilty of selling liquors contrary to
orders, and adjudg~ unanimously that lie be immediately
ordered off the ground, and prohibited from suttling here-
after to the Northern army. .

John Gill, of Captain Stout's company, in Colonel
~Iaxwell's regin18nt, tried by the same General Court-Mar-
tial for defraudinrr the continent. On examination the
Court found tbat ~he prisoner fraudulently obtained a dis-
cbarge from the Director-General of the Hospital, by feign-
ing himself sick, and afterwards returned to camp and
inlisted in Colonel Wyman's regiment, where he received
sixteen dollars bounty. The Court, therefore, find him
guilty, and sentence him to receive thirty-nine lashes on his
bare back, refund the bounty he received, and be drummed
out of the army witb infamy.

Eleazar Smith, charged with counterfeiting the currency
of the ~lassachllsetts-Bay, tried by the same General Court-
Martial, is found guilty, and sentenced to receive thirty-nine
lashes on his bare back.

The General approves the above sentences, except that
part of John Gill's sentence relating to his being drummed
out of the army, which is to be changed to drumming
through Colonel Maxwell's and Tf1yman's regiment, and
then reluming to his duty in the former. The sentences to
be put in execution immediately.

At a continuation of the same General Court-Martial,
Major itlorris President, in 'place of Lieutenant-Colonel
Johnston, who was taken il1, Amos Towsley, Phineas Bab-
cock, and John Keys, charged with counterfeiting bil1s of
credit. No evidences appearing against the prisoners, they'
are acquitted.

Lieutenant Whitney, of Colonel Wheelock's regiment,
tlied by the same General Court-Martial for infamous con-
duct in degrading bimself by voluntarily doing the duty of
an Orderly Sergeant, in violation of his rank as an officer, is
found guilty, and sentenced to be severely reprimanded by
General Bricket at the head of the brigade.

Corporal Jewel, and Neal O'Neal, of Colonel Winds's
regiment, tried by the same General Court-Martial for theft,
The Court, after a full examination of tbe evidences, are of
opinion tbat Corporal Jewel and Neal O'Neal are not
guilty. .

Lieutenant Voorhees and Ensign Costigan, of Colonel
Winds's regiment, tried by the same General Court-Martial
for ungentlemanlike behaviour, in setting fire to a bow house
belonging to Ensign Ross, of the same regiment. The
Court considering tbe evidences, are of opinion that Lieu-
tenant Voorhees is- not guilty, and do unanimously acquit
him. But that Ensign Costigan is guilty, and adjudge that
he be reprimanded by the Colonel in presence of the officers
of bis own corps.

The General approves the above sentences, and orders
them to take place accordingly.

The Court-Martial of whicb Lieutenant-Colonel Shreve
was President, is dissolved.

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning at tbe
President's tent, taken from the First and Second Brigades,
Lieutenant-Colonel ft-farch, President. Members, two Field
Officers and ten Captains. They will try such prisoners ~s
shall be brought before them.

Field officer of the day for Ticonderoga to-morrow,
Colonel Wayn.e. Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.

Field officer of the day for ~Iount Independence, Colo'nel
Wingate. Brigade-Major of the day, Howe!.

The Commissary is ordered to issue balf gill of rum to
each non-commissioned officer and soldier in camp, on
account of the wet weather.

Head-Quarters, October 4, 1776.
(Parole, S!ldney.) (Countersign, Harrington.)

In consequence of the continuance of the wet weatber,
tbe Commissary is immediately to issue one gill of rum to
every non-commissioned officer and soldier now in camp.
,

At the General Court-Martial of which M ajorMorris is
President, Stephen Juifen, Sergeant in Colonel Wheelock's
regiment, was tried for leaving his guard without orders.
In- the course of the trial it appearing to be more a mistake,
than through design, tbe Court find him !Jot guilty.
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James Matthews, late of Colonel Poor's regiment, tried
by the same General Court-Martial for stealing or conceal-
ing a SWOl'd. The Court having considered the evidences,
are of opinion that the prisoner is not guilty of stealing, but
from the circumstances of his disposing of the hanger after
it was claimed by the owner, find him guilty of concealing
it, and adjudge that he pay £7 lOs. lawful money to Lieu-
tenant ]}!orrison, the owner, as a compensation for the
hanger.

The General approves the above proceedings, and orders
them to take place immediately.

The General Court-Martial of which Major Morris was
President, is dissolved.

The followingpromotionsare ordered to take place, viz:
In Col{)nelWOODBRIDGE'SRe[!iment.

Mr. Samuel Leonard, Quartermaster, vice Quartermaster
Douglas, advanced.

Second Lieutenant J. Dickenson, First Lieutenant, vice
Lieutenant Bacon, dead.

Ensign Abner Lyman, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieuten-
ant Dickson, advanced.

Sergeant Major Reed, Ensign, vice Ensign Lyman, ad-
vanced.

Second Lieutenant El. Goodall, First Lieutenant, vice
Lieutenant Powers, dead.

Ensign Ca. Benjamin, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieuten-
ant Goodall, advanced.

Sergeant Isaac Church, Ensign, vice Ensign Benjamin,
advanced.

In Colonel WHEELOCK'SRegiment.
First Lieutenant Roger Deuch, Captain, vice Captain

Harrington, dead.
Second Lieutenant Joshua Fuller, First Lieutenant, vice

Lieutenant Deuch, advanced.
Ensign Solomon Richards, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieu-

tenant Fuller, advanced.
Sergeant Francis Brown, Ensign, vice Ensign Richards,

advanced.
Field officer of the day for Ticonderoga, C?lonel Winds.

Brigade-Major of the day, Browne.
Officer of the day for Mount Independence, Colonel

fryman. Brigade-Major of tbe day, Rice.
Tbe batteau guard is to consist in future only of one

Sergeant and twelve men.

Head-Quarters, October 5, 1776.

(Parole, Sawbridge.) (Countersign, Wilks.)

The following promotions are ordered to take place in the
Sixth or Colonel l¥hitcomb's regiment, viz:

First Lieutenant Thomas Willington, Captain, vice Cap-
tain Bullard, discharged.

Second Lieutenant Tuckerman, First Lieutehant, vice
Lieutenant Willington, promoted.

Ensign Dougherty, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant
Tuckerman, promoted.

Sergeant Dougherty, Ensign, vice Ensign Dougherty,
promoted.

First Lieutenant Noah Allen, Captain, vice Captain Sole,
resigned.

Second Lieutenant JIflinchester,First Lieutenant, vice
Lieutenant Allen, promoted.

Ensign Smith, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieutenant JIflin-
chester, promoted.

.

Sergeant McClean, Ensign, vice Ensign Smith, promoted.
Field officer of the day, to-morrow, for Ticonderoga,

Colonel Woodbridge. Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.
Officer of the day for Mount Independence, Colonel

Swift. Brigade-Major of the day, Howell.

Head-Quarters, October 6, 1776.

(Parole, Rockingham.) (Countersign, Richmond.)

A General Court-Martial of the line to set to-morrow
morning, at ten o'clock, in one of the rooms of the old Fort,
for the trial of Captains Jonathan and John Fassett, and
three Lieutenants belonging to their Independent companies,
and certain non-commissioned officers and soldiers of those
companies, and Thomas Turner, for deserting their post
without orders, or without being attacked, or freed by the
enemy. The latter for mutiny. All evidences and persons
concerned to attend the Court.

The artificers and labourers attending the two saw-mills
are for the future to be under the direction and payment of
the Deputy Quartermaster-General, who is to dismiss a1l
who are negligent of their duty, and without delay to employ
others in their room.

The Commissary to issue one-half gill of rum to every
non-commissioned officer and soldier, who are relieved from.
guard every morning at nine o'clock. The officers coming
off guard to sign the returns to tbe Commissary.

The former works on Mount Independence being now
completed, the three brigades on the Mount are to turn out
three hundred men in the following proportions, viz:

The First Brigade 56 men, the Second Brigade 102 men,
the Third Brigade 142 men-300 men; with proper offi
cers.

Of the above three bundred men, two hundred are to be
employed in cutting pickets, and one hundred in digging the
trench and foundation for a powder magazine. This party
to be furnished daily, and to be under the principal direc-
tion of Colonel Patterson and Colonel Poor, with such
officers and subalterns as they shall appoint.

For the Court-Martial ordered above, the Hon. Brigadier-
General St. Clair, President.

Members.
Colonel Poor, Lieut. Col. Starr,
ColonelWayne, . MajorSherburne,
Lieut. Col. Irvine, Major Rhea,
Lieut. Col. Ogden, Major De Hart,
Lieut. Col. Shreve, Major Hale,
Lieut. Col. Leonard, Major Butler.

Captain Josiah Harman, of the First Pennsylvania Bat-
talion, Judge Advocate.

Field officer of tbe day, to-morrow, for Ticonderoga,
Colonel Wheelock. Brigade-Major of the day, Browne.

Field officer of the day for ])tlountIndependence, Colonel
Mott. Brigade-Major of the day, Second Brigade.

Head-Quarters, October 7, 1776.

(Parole, Montreal.) (Counters;gn, Carroll.)

The commanding officers of regiments are immediately
to order all the spades and shove!s now in use in their
respective encampments, to be collected forthwith by the
Quartermasters. Such Quartermasters whose regiments are
upon the Ticonderoga side of the Lake are to see the spades
and shovels lodged at Head-Quarters, and those upon Mount
Independence are to deliver theirs at ihe head of Colonel
Patterson's regiment.

As the publick works are greatly in want of these tools,
the General desires the commandirig officers of regiments
will command a strict obedience to this order.

The following promotions are ordered to take place, viz :
in Colonel Patterson's Regiment:

Ensign David Johnson, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieuten-
ant Jackson, discharged.

Sergeant-Major William Chincy, Ensign, vice Ensign
Johnson, advanced.

Field officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Lieutenant-
Colonel Benjamin Brown. Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field officer for ]}lount Independence, Lieutenant-Colo-
re! Conner. Brigade-Major, Howel.

Head-Quarters, October 8, 1776.

(Parole, Madrid.) (Countersign, Wall.)

The Commissary to issue four sheep to each regiment,
three to tbe corps of artillery, and three to the artificers at
their usual times of drawing provisions. The commanding
officers will direct the sick and weak soldiers to be su ppJied
with this refreshment, and the Commissary is to reckon
the sheep in the allowance to regiments at their estimated
weigbt.

All the pork barrels at present in possession of the respec-
tive corps are to be immediately collected and delivered by
the Quartermasters to Mr. Commissary Yauney, for tbe
purpose of salting beef.

No person is to apply for a discharge in future unless he
bring with him to Hearl-Qllarters the certificates and receip!s
of pay heretofore ordered. A form for each of these IS
this day given to each Major of Brigade, and no discharge
will be given, unless the certificates correspond with that
form.
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Field officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Lieutenant-
Colonel Ruberts. Brigade-Major of the day, Browne.

Field officer for Mount Independence, to-morrow, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Center. Brigade-Major, Second
Brigade.

Head-Quarters, October 9, 1776.

(Parole, Pari..) (Counter.ign, Deane.)

The price of the several articles of clothing for the troops
beincr sent yesterday to the Genera], from Messrs. Renssa-
laer "'and Taylor, to whom the said goods belong, any officer
or soldier may know the price of what they want to pur-
chase, by applying to Mr. Commissary Sickles, at the Con-
tinental store in the old Fort.

Field officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Major Morris.
Brigade-Major, Ryan.

/ Field officer for Mount Independence, Major Brown.
Brigade-Major, of the Third Brigade.

Head-Quarters, October 10, 1776.
(Countersign, .Jlmerica.)

are to parade at nine o'clock on
(Parole, Woodhull.)

The guards in future
the creneral parade.

C~ntrary to all good discipline, and in disobedience to
the most positive orders, some officers and soldiers have
presumed to shoot pigeons and other game in and about
the several encampments; no less than two officers and
twenty-eight men being yesterday detected in committing
the above-mentioned scandalous irregularity. For their
punishment the General orders the officers to oversee the
men, who are, all of them, to be employed for two days in
picking oakum for the. use of. the fleet, .and such as are 101'
the future guilty of firing theIr arms wIthout orders, are to
be sent to the Assistant Deputy Quartermaster-General to
be dealt with in like manner.

Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, Major Rogers. Bri-
gade-Major, Brown.
. Officer of the day for Mount Independence, Major ~Ioor.
Brigade-Major, First Brigade.

Head-Quarters, October 11, 1776.
(Parole, Hingham.) (Countersign, Q.ui-ncy.)

The long stillness and seeming supineness of the enemy,
strongly indicate that they are meditating some stroke of
importance; it therefore behooves every officer and soldier
of this army to be exceedingly vigilant and alert, particu-
larly when upon duty. The officers of the day at Ticon-
deroga, as well as upon .Mount Independence, are, by their
example, to give life and spirit to the guards under their
inspection. The grand and visiting rounds are upon no
account to be negligent of their duty, observing to be par-
ticularly attentive to the sentries amI guards, from four in
the morning till broad daylight. As the campaign is drawing
towards a close, the General is anxious nothing disgrace-
ful to the troops under his command should tarnish that
good behaviour they have hitherto shown.

Field officer of the day for Ticonderoga, to-morrow,
Major P. Frazier. Brigade-Major, Ryan.

Field officer for 1}fount Independence, Major Sumner.
Brigade-Major, Second Brigade.

Head-Quarters, October 12, 1776.
(Parole, Syaney.) (Counter.ign, Hamaen.)

Those regiments which have taken the two batteaus
allowed by general orders, are immediately to have them
marked on the stern with the names of the commanding
officer of the regiment, that they may be distinguished on
the other boats.
. Discharged soldiers are to retmn in to the commanding

officer of the regiments to which they belong, the arms,
accoutrements, ammunition, &c., which they may have in
possession belonging to the publick. The commanding
officers are to see that this order is complied with.

A return of the names, companies and regiments, of sol-
diers who have been discharged the service since the 1st
of October, is to be given in to the Deputy Adjutant-
General to-morrow, at orderly time, afterwards to be given
in weekly on Saturday.

Field officer of the day to-morrow, for Ticonderoga,
Colonel Wynds. Brigade-Major of the day, Ryan.

Field officer for Mount Independence, Colonel Maxwell.
Brigade-Major, Howell.

The following promotions are to take place in Colonel
T¥ayn-e'sBattalion, viz:

Lieut. Potts, Captain, vice Captain Frazier, promoted.
Second Lieutenant Alexander McClintllcke, First Lieu-

tenant, vice Lieutenant Potts, advanced.
Ensign John Barclay, Second Lieutenant, vice Lieuten-

ant McClintuck, advanced.
Mr. John Harper, Ensign, vice John Barclay, advanced.
Mr. iVorth, Ensign, vice Ensign Wallace, resigned.
Mr. James Forbes, Ensign, vice Ensign Litz, resigned.

Head-Quarters, October 13, 1776.
(Paro]e, Brut«.,) (Countersign, Ila,ncock.)

At a General Court-Martial from the First and Second
Brigades, of which Lieutenant-Colonel March was Presi
dent, Solomon Twist, a soldier of Captain Man's company,
late Colonel Reed's regiment, was tried for sleeping on his
post. The prisoner confessed the fact, but it being proved
that he was sick at the time, the Court do acquit him.

James Gears, soldier,of Captain Shepherd's company,
Colonel forter's regiment, tried by the same General
COlH't-Martial for desertion. The Court acquit the prisoner
f!'Omcorporal punishment, it being proved he had not his
proper senses at the time of committing the crime, but
adjudge that he be tlIulcted one month's pay, for the use of
the sick of the regiment, and refund all expenses of his
being apprehended and brought to camp.

Ensign Benjamin Chamberlain, of Colonel (late) Wait's
regiment, tried by the same General COUl't-Martial fOt'
neglect of duty and disobedience of orders, is found guilty
of disobedience of orders, and sentenced to be discharged
the service.

Ensign Whittemore, of the regiment late Cotonel Reed's,
tried by the same General Court-Martial for behaving in a
manner unworthy an officer and a gentleman, and contrary
to an express resolve of Congress, published in general
orders the 5th September, is found guilty, and sentenced
to suffer the punishment ordered in said resolve,viz: to
fOl'feitone month's pay for the benefit of the sick of the
regiment, and be dismissed the service with infamy.

Lieutenant Benjamin Talbot, of the Twenty-Fourth, or
Greaton's regiment, tried by the same General COl1l't-
Martial for acting in the characterof a sutler in sellingrum,
&c., in camp, is found gui1ty of a breach of the resolve
of Congress published 5th September last, and sentenced to
suffer the punishmentordered by it.

John Pratt, Ensign of the same Regiment, tried by the
same General Court-Martial for the same crime, is found
guilty, and sentenced to receive the punishment ordered by
the resolve of Congress above-mentioned.

Joseph Magoon, soldier, of Captain Harper's company,
Colonel Wyman's regiment, tried by the same General
Court-Martial for stealing, is found gui1ty,and sentenced
to receive thirty-nine lashes on his bare back, at the head
of the brigade to which he belongs. .

Joseph Stimson, soldier, of Captain Drew's company,
Colonel Wyman's regiment, tried by the same General

. Court-Martial lor stealing a pocket-book, and for cursing
and abusing the officer of the guard, is found guilty of both
the crimes, and sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes on
his bare back for the first offence, and twenty for the'
second, at the head of the brigade to which he belongs.

The General approves the above proceedings, and orders
all the sentences contained in tbem to take place imme-
diately; particularly those passed upon the officers, who
are ordered to leave the camp imrnediate]y after discharging
their debts, &c.

Tbe General Court-Martial of which Lieutenant-Colonel
~7tlarch was President, is dissolved.

Officer of the day for Ticonderoga, to-morrow, Colonel
Woodbridge. ~ Brigade-Major, Brown.

Ufficer of the day lor ~l()unt Independence, Colonel
WinO"ate. Brigade-Major, Third Brigade.

The Regimental Surgeons are to deliver in at the medi-
cal store all the lint they have got made at six o'clock tbis
afternoon. An Orderly Se'rgeant from each corps, and a
man from the artillery, to attend constantly at Head-
Quarters.
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO ABRAHAJ\I YATES.

Saratoga, October 16, 1776, s;x o'clock afternoon.

SIR: By letters from Generals Gates and Arnold, I am
advised of the total destruction of our fleet on Lake Cham-
plain, and tbat it is beyond doubt that the enemy mean to
attack our army at Tyonderoga.

I ha\.e written to General Ten Broeck to march up the
Militia under his command; and I have also applied for
that of the neighbouring States. General Gates wishes to
be sustained by an army of ten or twelve thousand of them.
It is certainly of the highest importance that all tbe Militia
that can be spared should march up without delay, either
to support General Gates, if there should b\J time, or to
cover his retreat should he be reduced to the necessity of
quitting his ground; and I must therefore entreat your aid.
Permit me to suggest tbat I believe the Convention's
moving to' Albany would be attended with good conse-
qoences.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser-
vant ,

PH. SCHUYLEJ;l.

To the Hoo. Ab. Yates, Esq., President of the Convention.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO BERKSHIRE (J\IASS.) COM~nTTEE.

Saratoga, October 16, 1776. .

GENTLEMEN: Our flee't, which suffered severely in an
engagement on the 12th instant with the enemy, has been
still more severely handled in a subsequent one, insomuch
that the enemy are left masters of tbe lake, and are now
coming on to attack our army at Ticonderoga. _

In this situation of our affairs, it is of the utmost impor-
tance that the Militia of your State should immediately.
march to sustain the army; and such as can march expe-
ditiously, come by the way of Albany, should do so, and
the others take the route to Skeensborough. Each man
should come provided with as much provision and ammuni-
tion as possible. The commanding officer must send me
information of his numbers, and the progress in his mareh
from time to time. I shall be either at Fort George or at
Skeensborough, but as I cannot determine which, it will be
proper to send expresses to both places, and to forward
copies of this to Governour Trumbull, and to every Com-
mittee in your State in a situation of affording assistance,
as also to the neighbouring Cqunties in tbe State of Con-
necticut. I must repeat, gentlemen, that it is of great
importance that I should be duly furnished with an account
of the movements and numbers of the Militia.

From, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Committee of the County of Berks/tire.

Stockbr;dge, October 19, 1776.

GENTLEJ\IEN: The Militia in this County are rallied and
on their march, and we tbink it of the utmost importance
that you comply with tbe General's request immediately.

ERASTUS SERGEANT,

SAJ\IUEL BROWN, JUll.,

ASA BEMENT,

Committee of Stockbridge.

To the Committees in Hampshire County.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO SELECTJ\IEN OF BOSTON.

Saratoga, October 16, 1776.

GENTJ,EJ\IEN; Barracks and a variety of buildin(Ts are
constructing for this department, but (Treatly retard~d oy
~ant of nai!s. I ha ,-'e sent th: bearer t~ Boston to proCUI'C
what quantity he can. PermIt me to entreat the [WOUI'of
you, gentlemen, t~ afford, bim your aid in making tbe pur-
chas~s, and pro?L1flngcarr~ages to convey them to this place,
and ]f a sufficient quantity cannot be had in Boston to
direct him to such places in which you may deem it ~ro-
hable that he can be supplied.

I am, gentlemen, respectfully, your obedient, humble
senant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To the gentlemen appointed Selectmen of the town of

Basto)!.

COLONEL WYNKOOP TO GENERAL GATES.

Skeenesborough, October 16, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I thought proper to inform you that
Mr. Langdon, Major Skeene's clerk at this place, is an
enemy to his country, and he is busy every day viewing and
prying into every circumstance. I am under apprehension
that he takes every method in his power to inform the Reg-
ulars of our sitUation.

The General can use his pleasure in the matter, but I
think he ought not to be here;

1 am, dear General, your most obedient,
CORN. WYNKOOP.

To General Gates.

COLONEL WYNKOOP TO GENBRAL GATES.

Skeenesborough, October 16, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I send you by the bearer hereof, George
Rush, of Colonelll1.ott's regiment, eighty boards in a bat-
teau. I should send more, but they were partly loaded. 1
shall send you another boat-load by the first opportunity.

1 am, dear General, your humble servant,
CORN. WYNKOOP.

To Major-General Gates.

LEWIS T. COSTIGAN TO GENERAL GATES.

Ticonderoga, October 16, 1776.

SIR: Am fully convinced that the appointment of another
gentleman in the place I late]y had the honour to hold in
the regiment, was owing entirely to a want of knowledge of
the circumstances which occasioned my so long absence
from it. But, encouraged by your Honour's known libe-
rality and candour, on my first arrival from New- York I
took the. liberty to wait on your Honour with my hearty
thanks for your kind indulgence in permitting me'to visit my
family in their distressed circumstances, and also to inform
you of the reason of my absence, and to supplicate your
Honour for some relief in my case, which you was gra-
ciously pleased to promise; but as the approach of the
enemy this season is now pretty certain, and the fate of war
very uncertain, and my situation, in case of a disaster, very
disadvantageous, I would beg leave most humbly to repeat
my suit, not knowing but your great attention to the inter-
ests and safety of the cause in which you are so zealously
engaged, might have occasioned you to forget a matter of
so trilling consequence as mine. I cannot help observing
to your Honour, that I entered the service from principle,
and flatter myself that, while in the regiment, 1 have main-
tained a character in some good df'gree worthy the commis-
sion I sustained, and to be dismissed from it with the oppro-
brious epithet of "deserted," affects me in the most tenuer
part. It is /i'om your Honour's liberality alone I hope for
relief. If you should please to grant it, I trust I shall return
with honour; otherwise, with disgrace.

I bave the honour to be your Honour's most dutiful,
most obedient, humble servant,

I T C--,EWIS . OSTIGAN.
To the Hon. Horatio Gates, Esq., Major-General and

Commander of the Army of the United States of Amer-
ica in the Northern Department.

COLONEL HENRY B. LIVINGSTON TO THE NEW-YORK CON-

VENTION.
Saybrook, October 16, 1776.

GENTLEJ\IEN: I sen'd you by this conveyance the pal'Oles
of Colonel Fanning, !\L~ior Conkling, and George Howell,
inhabitants. of Long-Island, wbo have been generalJy
tllought chsafft'cted to (}]e freedom of tbis country, but
profess themselves friendly. Colonel Fanning was appre-
hended for assisting in procuring and dri ving cattle for the
subsistence of General IIowe's army 011Long-Island; he
has also, as Colonel, acted by virtue of an Qld commission
from George the Third, King of Great Britain, in cal1ing
the people of Southold together, to see whether they would
take the oath of allegiance, as he expresses it in an inter-
cepted order that 1 had in possession, but somewhere or
other mislaid, or should send it for your perusal. B(~ing in-
concert with Colouel ft1.cIntosh intrusted with an expedition
to Long-Island, I thought it improper he should remain
there without some restraint, as he is a man of influence -

- - -
)
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and might in some measure contribute to render abortive
our plan. Major Conkling was also taken at the sa~e
time, by a party of my men ~ent for th~t purpo.se,he havmg
long lain uoder tbe imputation of bemg l!nli-tendly~o our
interests. George Howell was under tbe hke constramt for
the same reason.

I remain, gentJemen, with all imaginable respect, your
most obedient, humble servant,

HENRYB. LIVINGSTON,Lieut. Colonel.
To the honourable tbe Convention of the State of New-

York, Fishkills.

COMM:()DOR£ HOPKINs TO CAPTAIN HACKER.

Newport, October 16,1776.

SIR: Upon receipt of this, you are to. go up Swansey
river .and take the privateer sloop, Captain Dennis, who,
I ha~e intelligence, has got some of our men belonging to .

the fleet, and bring the sloop and all the men you, find o.n
board of her into Newport harbour: and for so domg, tillS
shall be your sufficient allthority.

ESEK HOPKINS, Commander-in- Chief.

To Hoysteed Hacker, Commander of the Hamden.

MASSACaUS£'J'TS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Council Chamber, October ]6, 1776.

SIR: It havinO' been represented to this Board by Colonel
Cushing, comma~der of a regiment lately ordered from this
State to the State of Rhode-Island, by reason of Colonel
Cooke, commander of a regiment in the State, claiming
the com~mand, notwithstanding his commission of later date
than Colonel Cushing's, we should be very sorry there
shollid be any difficulty respecting this matter, but do not
think we are authorized to determine any other ways than
what has been agl'eed upon by tbe honourable Congress, in
their rules for regulating tbe army of the United States, at
section 13th, article ~6tb, to which we refer your Honour,
not doubting you will give such orders to Colonel Cooke,
and all other officers in command, as are conformable to
tbe resolves of the honourable Congress.

In the name, and by the order of the Council, I have the
honour to be, with great respect, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant.

To tbe Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Governour of the State
of Rhode-Island.

COLONEL PIERCE LONG TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Portsmouth, October 16, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I should have done myself the pleasure of
waiti[)O"on the Assembly, had not my business been such
which °prevents. It takes me all my time in overseeing the
bridge, which I am removing about one hundred feet above
the place where the old one stood; it will be much more
convenient, and be far less trouble, and I be]ieve not more
expensive. The soldiers as yet muster very thin, which
obliges me to employ all that's here on the bridge at a time,
by which means their exercise is neglected,

Colonel Whipple set off for Philadelphia on Wednesday
last, with whom I went to Hamyton, (in company with other
friends,) who requested me to tell you that he wished three
battalions might be ordered to be raised exclusive of tbis
stationed down here; and that a .petition might be for-
warded to Congress, to be presented by our delegates,
for this to be for our protection on both frontiers, if at any
time part could be spared from this harbour. If it can
\Ie done, it wiJ] effectually ease this State of the expense
of having a number of men in their pay, which in this case
will be prevented, and sbould you think with him and
forward said petition, he would endeavour to get tbe
same accomplished, which he was of opinion could be done
with ease. I, for my part, think the scheme a plausible one,
and should like it much.

"Ve have nothing new, only Captain Parker, I fancy,
purposes to carryon the fishing business. The British
tyrant passed the fbhing act, and be is putting it into e~ecu-
tion.
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I am, dear sir, with esteem, your most humble servant,
PIERCE LONG.

To E. Thomson, Esq.
P. S. By a letter /i'om

Whipple, wbich I saw, he
opinion.

ColonBI Bartlett to Colonel
appeared to be of the same

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, October 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I once more put pen to paper, not to
attempt what is absolutel.y be.yond the power of la.nguage
to paint, my distressed sItuatIon here? totaJ]y destItute. of
intelligence or instructions fl'omyou sl!)ce I left Amenca,
except Mr. ~forris's letters of ~he 4tb .and 5th of -,!une last,
covering duplicates of my firs~ ms~ructlons; nor WJ!JI com-
plain for myself, but must plamly mform you th~t the c~use
of the United Colonies or United States has, for some time
suffered at this Court for want of positive orders to me or some
other person; it has not suffered here onl.y, but at se.ve.ral
other Courts not only willing, but even desIrous of asslstmg
America. Common complaisance, say they, though they
want none of our assistance, requires tbat they should an-
nounce to us in form, their being Independent ~tates, tbat
we may know how to treat their subj~cts and their pr?perty
in our dominions. Every excuse willch my barren II1ven-

.tion could suggest has been ~~de" and I ha "e. presen~ed
memoir after memoir on the situation of Amerzcan affaIrs,
and their importance to this Kingdom and. to some others.
My representations as well verba!Jyas wrItten, have been
favourably received: an? aJ] the atte,ntion p~id them 1 could
have wi~hed, but the szne qua non IS wantmg-~ power to
treat from the United Independent States of Amenca., How,
say they, is it possible tbat all your intelh~ence and lll~truc-
tions sbould be intercepted, when we dally have advICe of
American vessels arriving in different ports in Europe? .

It is true I have effected what nothing but the real desIre
this Court has of giving aid could ~~ve brought, about, b~t
at the same time it has been a crItical and delIcate affaIr,
and bas required all attention to save appearances, and
more than once have I been on the brink of losing all, from
suspicions that you were not in earnest !n making app)ications
here. I wiJI only add that a ves~el wl.th a ~ommJSSlOnfrom
the honourable Congress, is detamed III Bdboa, as a pIrate,
and complaint carried to the Court of ltladnd. . I have
been applied to for assist~nce, and though I am 111hopes
nothing will be determined agains~ us~ yet I ~onfess I. trem-
ble to think how important a question ISby this step agItated,
without anyone empowered to appear in a proper character,
and defend. Could I present your DecJaration of Indep~n-
dence and show my commission subsequent, empowermg
me to appear in your behalf, all might be concluded at
once, and a most important point gained; no less tha? that
of obtaining a free reception, and defen~e ~r prot~ctlon of
our ships-of-war in these ports, a determm~tH~n whICh must
eventually ruin the commerce of Great BT"ttazn.

I bave wrote heretofore for twentv thousand hogsheads of
tobacco. I now repeat my desire, "and for a large quantity
of rice. Tobacco is eight and a half pence sterlmg per
lb., in Holland, and rice fifty shillings sterling per ~wt.; the
very profits on a large quantity of these articles wIll go far
towards an annual expense.

The stores of which I have repeatedly wrote you, are
now shipping: and will be with you I trust in January? as
will the officers coming with them. I r.eferto your serlO~s
consideration the enclosed hints respeetmg a naval force In
these seas, ;Iso the enclosed propositions w~ljch were by
accident tbrown in my way. If you shall Judge them of
any consequence, you will lay them before C~ngress; if not,
postage will be all tbe expense extra. I bebeve they have
been seen by other persons, and therefore I held it my duty
to send them to you.

:My most profound respects and highest esteem ever
attend the honourable Congress, and particularly the hon-
ourable Secret Committee.

I am, gentlemen, &c., SILAS DEANE.

P. S. Dr. Bancroft has been so kind as to paY,me a
second visit, and that most seasonably, as my former assistant,
Mr. Carmichael, is gone to Amsterdam, ~nd tbence north-
ward, on a particular affair of very great Importance. The

69

.,
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vessel referred to is Captain Lee, of Newburyport, who, on
his passage took five prizes of value, and sent them back,
but brought on two of the Captains and some of the men
prisoners to Bilboa, where the Captains entered their protest,
and complained against Captain Lee as a pirate, on which
his vessel is detained, and his commission, &c., sent to Ma-
drid. This instantly brings on a question as to the legality
of the commission: if determined ]egal, a most important
point is crained; if the reverse, the consequences will be very
bad, anl the only ground on which t.he determination c~n
go against the Captain, is that the 1jmted States of.Amer'tca
or their Congress, are not known III Europe as bemg .Inde-
pendent States, otherways than by common fame in news-
papers &c., on which serious resolution cannot be grounded.
The best, therefore, that the Captain expects, will be to
get the matter delayed, which is very hard on the brave
Captain and his honest owners, and will be a bad precedent
for others to venture into the European seas.

I have done every thing in my power, and ~min hopes
from the strong assurances given me, that all will be settled
to my satisfaction in this affair; but cannot but feel on the
occasion as well for the Captain as for the publick. I have
been told repeatedly I was to.o anx.ious, and. advise?

" rester sans inquietude;" but I view this as a capnal affaIr
in its consequences, and though I wish to, cannot take the
advice.

Warlike preparations are daily making in this Kingdom
and in Spain; in the latter im!lle.diatelyagainst th~ Por-
tuguese, but will most probably III Its consequences, Involve
other Powers.

I need noturge the importance of immediate remittances
towards paying for the large quantity of stores I have
engaged for, and depend this winter will not be suffered to
slip away unimproved.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
SILAS DEANE.

SILAS DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, October 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:This comes bv Mons. M. }Ii/otin de la
Balme, an officer of long service" and good reputation, has
served as Captain of Cavalry, and is now in rank Lieuten-
ant-Colone], and now offers his service to the United
States of North America.. .I have provided him a passage at the pubhck expense,
and assured him his services will be both seasonable and
acceptable to the continent, in some of its departments. I
have late]y wrote you several letters, but am still without
intellicrenceor instructions from you since the 5th of June
last. °The consequences are very disagreeable, as thereby I
am much a loss how to proceed, and the interest of the
United States suffers exceedingly.

Captain Lee, of Newburyport, in a letter-of-marque
schooner, made in his passage five valuable prizes, wh~ch
he sent back, but brought on two or three of the Captains
and some of their men, as prisoners, who, immediately on
being landed, protested against him as a pirate; and by the
help of some English factors there, procured a det.entlon of
his vessel until the opinion of the Court of }liladnd should
be known.

Thus a most important question is precipitated on, with-
out anyone to appeal', properly authorized to defend, for
though your Declaration ofIndependence has been published
in newspapers through Europe, and is nowhere doubted, yet
Courts require some better authority in such important
affairs.

I have been applied to by the Captain, and have used
what influence I can make in the case, but at best I expect
a detention of the vessel, or perhaps heavy bonds to answer
herc;JQfter,if tbe cause is decided against them. This is"Very
hard on a brave Captain and his honest owners, and must
discourage cruising in the European seas unless remedied,
which the bare announcing of your Independency would do
effectually.

As I shall write you very particularly in a few days, I
will not add, but am, with most respectful compliments
to the honourable Congress and their Secret Committee,
gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble servant,

SU.AS DEANE.

SILAS DEANE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Paris, October 17, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, Mons. M. Motin de la Balme, has long
served with reputation in the at'mies of France as a Cap-
tain of Cavalry, and is now advanced to the rank of Lieute-
nant-Colonel. He has made military discipline his study,
and has wrote on the subject to good acceptance. He now
generously offers his services to the United States of North
America, and asks of me what I most cheerfully grant, a
letter to you, and his passage. Confident he may be of very
great service, if not in the general army, yet in those Colo-
nies which are raising and disciplining Cavalry, I have
only to add that he is in good esteem here, and. is well
recommended, to which I am persuaded he will do Justice.

I have the honour to be, &c.,
S DILAS EANE.

SILAS DEANE TO WILLIAM BINGHAM.

Paris, October 17, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Since recp,iving yours of the 4th and 5th
August last, I have wrote you repeatedly, and have no
doubt of your receipt of them, to which refer you. You
are in the neighbourhood of St. Vincent, and I learn that
the Caribbs are not content with their masters; and, being
an artful as well as revengeful people, would undoubtedly.
take this opportunity of throwing off a yoke which nothing
but a superiour force can keep on them. My request is,
that you would inquire into the state of that island by
proper emissaries; and if the Caribbs are disposed to revolt,
encourage them, and promise them aid of arms and ammu-
nition. This must tear from Great Britain an island which
they value next to Jamaica, and to which, indeed, they
have no title but what rests on violence and cruelty; at
any rate they will oblige Great Britain to withdraw part
of her forces from the continent. If any thing can be
effected then, inform me instantly and I will order to your
care such a quantity of stores as you shall think necessary.

The enclosed letter I desire you to break the seal of, and
make as many copies as there are vessels going northward,
by which some one must arrive.

A war I think may be depended upon; but keep your
intelligence of every kind secret, save to those of the hon-
ourable Secret Committee. You will send also a copy of
this, by which the honourable Committee will see the
request I have made to you, and the reason of their receiv-
ing several duplicates in your handwriting.

I wish you to forward the enclosed to MI'. Tucker, of
Bermuda, and write me by every vessel to Bordeaux or
.Nantz.

I am, with great esteem, &c., SILAS DEANE.

GENERAL STEPHEN TO FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE.

Philadelphia, October 17, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed are the returns of the arms and neces-
saries wanting for the Fourth Virginia Battalion; likewise
the state of the regiment. The seventy-seven mentioned
sick are chiefly convalescents, and could take a brush with
the enemy occasionally.

It would be for the good oftbe service to supply us with
muskets and bayonets, in the place of the rifles. Nothing
but necessity made me admit so many of them into the
regiment.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant,

A SDAM TEPHEN.
To Colonel Francis L. Lee, of the Board of War.

MA.RINE Cm!MITTEE TO CAPTAIN ISAIAH ROBtNSOY.

Philadelphia, October 17, 1776.

SIR: The honourable the Congress having ordered that
you should make a voyage under direction of the Secret
Committee, therefore you will receive their instructions, and
comply with them. Those fulfilled, you must give us notice,
that we may 'again direct your further proceedings; and
during your present voyage we expect you will transmit us
any useful or important intelligence that comes to your
knowledge; that you take good care of the Andrew Doria,
her stores, provisions, and materials; that you maintain
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proper discipline amongst your officers and men, at the
same time using them well. We dare say you will treat all
such as become your prisoners with tenderness and humanity;
and, on your return, lodge copies of yourIog-book and jour-
nal in this office.

Weare, sir, your most humble servants.
To Captain Isaiah Robinson, of the brig Andrew Doria.

GENERAL MERCER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 21,1776,]

Perth-Amboy, October 17, 1776.

SIR: In the night of the 15th, General Greene passed
over with me to Staten-Island, with part of the troops at
this post. We wen:]to be joined on the march by the Jer-
sey Militia from the Blazzng Star, Elizabeth- Town, and
Newark. Our intention was to rea<;:hthe east end of the
island by break of day, and attack the enemy, where we
understood their greatest force lay. If successful there, the
smaller posts would yield of course.

Ord~rs from General Washington arrived at eleven at
night, that made it necessary for General Greene to repair
immediately to Haarlem. I was then advanced within a
few miles of Richmond town, and received information on
the march that a company of British troops, one of Hes-
sians and one of Skinner's Militia, lay there. Reducing
that post was, therefore, our first object. Colonel Griffin
was detached, with Colonel Paterson's battalion, and MajOl'
Clarke, at the head of some Riflemen, to fall in upon the
east end of the town, while the remainder of the troops
enclosed it on the other quarters. Both divisions reached
the town by break of day, but not before the enemy were
alarmed. Most of them fled, after exchanging a few shot
with Colonel Griffin's detachment. Two soldierswere mor-
tally wounded, and seventeen taken prisoners, with the loss
on our side of two soldiers kilIed. Colonel Griffin received

. a wound in the foot from a musket-ball, and Lieutenant-
Colonel Smith is slightly wounded if) the arm. A list of
prisoners, with the arms and accoutrements that fell into our
hands, is enclosed. General Washington's orders, which I
received that night, immediately to form a new arrangement
of the troops in New-Jersey, obliged us to return to Amboy.
Any further operations against the elJemy would, however,
have been, at that time, unsuccessful, as they were fully
apprised of our approach, and had time sufficient to retire
within their redoubts, and under cover of the ships at the
watering-place. Skinner's Militia had quitted Richmond
town the evening before: he had with him about twenty
men, who fled on hearing of our march towards the town.
My orders against plundering the inhabitants were strictly
complied with. These were issued with a view to coun-
ter'act the false accounts of our cruelty, industriously propa-
gated by the enemies of Ameru:a among the ignorant
islanders. The Hessian prisoners I have ordered to be
treated with particular civility, that, when exchanged, they
may give the most favourable report of this country, and
confirm to the Hessian troops what the honourable the Con-
tinental Congress have thought proper to promise them in
their printed advertisements.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient sermnt,
HUGH MERCER.

Colonel Taylor, who commands the guards of New.Jer-
sey Militia, is just now arrived from his post on the Shrews-
bury shore, with intelligence, that on Monday morning, the
14th, a vessel was stranded on that coast, which proved to
be the schooner Betsey, commanded by Alexander, Wilson,
bound from Boston to Bordeaux. The owners are Messrs.
Payne, Sownes, Wallace, Davis, Barrel, &c. She sailed
from Boston the 21st of September; was taken the 28th
'by the Persia man-of-war, of twenty guns, commanded
by George Kult Elphenson, bound from England to New-
York, a convoy of nineteen sail of transports, containing
stores and a few soldiers. The prize-master put on board
is Hodgkiss, and a mate, with four hands. These prisoners
I have ordered on to Philadelphia, and have given directions
that all possible care be taken of the vessel a.nd the effects
on board for the benefit of the owners. A list of the effects,
given me by Co]onel Taylor, is enclosed: that gentleman
will comply with any orders you are pleased to gi\'e relative
to this affair.

Your obedient servant, H. MERCER.

A fleet of upwards of sixty sail appear just now in the
offing, making in for Sandy-Hook.

A List of Prisoners taken at RICHMONDTown, on STATEN-
ISLAND, and sent on to PHILADELPHIA.

English: John Gee, William Guest, William Wright,
John Watkis, John Whitebread, James Chandler, Robert
Holbroock, John Clark; William Ashmore, left at Amboy,
wounded.

Hessian: Christian GuileI',Ustus Smit, Johannes Burne-
man, Jeliacob Autolf, Yohan Daniel Eiberwin, Hanyere
Curt,' Yohannes Hedecker, Frederick Wilhelm Smatt.

A Return of the Arms and Accoutrements taken from the
Enemy on STATEN-IsLAND,OCTOBER16, 1776.

Eleven muskets, 9 bayonets, 5 scabbards, 10 cartridge-
boxes, 3 cutlasses, 3 slings, 1 sword-belt, 68 musket-balls,
and 30 cartridges. More yet to be returned.

B. FLOWERS,Com. of Stores.

MARY HAY BURN TO JOHN HAY BURN.

New-H!\ckensack, October 17,1776.

MosT LOVINGHUSBAND:These come to let you know
that I and my family are well at present, hoping these few
lines will find you so likewise, and to let you know that
Dirrick Hoogland has warranted me to go out of my house,'
and has forewarned me to repair it, for out of it he says I
shall go; for if any body comes to repair it, he says he will
pull off the roof, and fetch it all home. What I shall do I
know not, for a house I cannot get, and to get in with Febe
I can't, for William Elseworth he lives there; so you must
go to your commanding officers and let them know the cir-
cumstance I am in, and let them know that I will be
obliged to be turned out of doors if you don't come up and
look for a house. Come you must, if possible. If you
can't come, you must go to some of your officers belonging
to the company where you are in, and try and get in with
one of them for to go to the commanding officer and see
whether Dirriclc has any right to turn me out of doors,
since you are listed for to go and fight for liberty. Why
should I not have liberty whilst you strive for liberty? The
money you sent me, I laid it out as you ordered. But I am
got out of money. If you can't come, you must send all
the money you can. So no more at present, but I remain
your loving wife until death. 1\.1 H Bl' ARY AY URN.

To Mr. John Hay Burn, at King's Bridge.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, October 17,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Judging it a matter of the utmost impor-
tance to secure the passes through the Highlands, I have
sent up Mons. Imbert, a French gentleman who has been
placed in the army as an Engineer by Congress, in order to
take your directions respecting the passes and such works
as you may esteem necessary to preserve them. As the
situation of affairs in this State is rather alarming, I would
beg leave to recommend your earliest attention to this
business, and that no time may elapse before the works are
begun. I have no acquaintance with Mons. Imbert, and
his abilities in his profession remain to be proved; however,
I trust under your care and advice, that whatever may be
essential will be immediately done.

.

I have the honour to be, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.
To the Hon. Abm. Yates, Jun., Esq., President, &c.

P. S. I can spare no other Engineer, having but one
besides.

GENERAL W ASHINGTQN TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, Oetob~r 17,1776.

SIR: On ltlonday last I was honoured with your favour
of the 5th instant, and beg leave to inform you that the
reasons which you assign for countermanding Colonel Rich-
mond's march appear to me strong and substantiaL As to
the expedition to Long-Island, it is impossible for me to
give any direction about it j it must be governed by a variety

..
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of circumstances. Nor will it be in my power to appoint
any person to command it, the situation of our affairs her~,
requiring the presence of every officer of the least ment
for the government of this army.

In respect to your request to have a list transmitted of
such officers as have served to /;ood acceptance, I am happy
that I had anticipated your views, and those of your hon-
ourable Assembly in this instance, before the receipt of your
favour. I wrote you fully on the subject in a letter I had
the honour of addressing you on the 12th, sending you a
list of such officers as were particularly recommended for
the two battalions 'you are to raise, to which I beg le<\ve to
refer you, as it contains my sentiments at large.

I have the honour to be, &c., Go. WASHINGTON.

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL BAYLEY.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 17,1776.

SIR: I have yours of the 15th instant by Mr. Wallace,
with an account of the expense incurred in cutting a road
from Coos to St. John's, the amount £982 16s. 5~d., law-
ful money. There are some few errours in casting out the
different articles, but they may be easily rectified when
settlement is made.

.

I have it not in my power to make objections to any part
of the account, as I cannot but suppose that it is al\ just,
'and what has really been paid or agreed to be paid; but
proper votlchers should accompany all publick accounts,
and these Mr. Wallace tells me you can furnish. The
most material is, a muster roll of the men employed, show-
ing the time of their engagements for the service and that
of their discharge. It is probable no receipt may have been
taken for some of the articles; but you will please to fur-
nish them for as many as you are able. I beg I may be
clearly understood: I do not caIl for vouchers because I
stlspect you charging more than is justly due, but because
it is necessary that they should accompany all publick
accounts that pass through my hands. When this is done,
the accounts shall be adjusted and paid by, sir, yours, &c.,

Go. WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Jacob Bayley, New-Hampshire
Militia, at Fishkill.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLtA)I DUER.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 17,1776.

DEAR SIR: I must take the liberty of answering your
two favours to Mr. Harrison and myself, otherwise I should
continue him in a correspondence which he only took up as
a volunteer. In truth he has his hands full enough of other
matters.

I have not time to describe the situation of our army
perf~ctly to you, but you may depend that every step is
taken to prevent the enemy from out-flanking us, and at the
same time to secure our retreat in case of need. The
enemy has made no move from Frog's Point. We may
say the 17th October is come and nearly past without the
predicted blow. The winds have not been favourable to
pass Hell-Gate, where several of their transports are noW
laying; perhaps that may be the reason. I don't know how
it is; but I belilwe their design to circumvent us this time,
will prove as abortive as the foroler ones. If we can but
foil General Howe again, I think we knock him up for the
campaign.

You ask if General Lee is in health, and if our people
feel bold? I answer both in the affirmative. His appear-
ance among: us has not contributed a little to the latter.
Weare sinking the ships as fast as possible; two hundred
men are daily employed, but they take an immense qualitity
of stone for the purpose.

The General is highly pleased with the resolutions of
your Congress, which you were kind enough to transmit.
He wishes they may be carried thoroughly into execution.
Y OUl'Commissary should consult Mr. TTUmbull, the Com-
missary-General, before they drive down any stock, lest they
should bring too many upon his hands at a time. What
grain, straw, or hay they may provide, falls into the Quarter-
master-GeneraFs departmefJt, (General iWjJlin,) with whom
they should endea vQur to cooperate.

The General has had no great experience of the abilities
of Mons. Imbert, the French Engineer, who goes up with
your express; but he thinks it would be of service to you,
if Mr. Mechin could spare time to step over and point out
to Mons. Imbert the kind of work that will be most advan-
ageous and soonest constructed, so as to answer the desired
purpose. I mention this because Irnbert, in some works he
began here, went upon too large a scale, and with more
regularity than is necessary in tbis rough country. Perhaps
he wanted to show his skill, but he would have been too
tedious. You must endeavour to procure him an inter-
preter, otherwise he will be much at a loss to direct the
working parties.

As Mr. JJfechin belongs to the command at Fort Mont-
gomery, the General did not choose to give a positive order
to withdraw him from thence; he only meant then and means
now that he should come over if he can be spared. Gen-
eral Mercer went upon Staten-Island the night before last
with two thousand men, but we have not yet heard the issue
of his expedition.

I am, dear sir, most respectfully yours,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq., of the Committee of Correspond-
dence, Fishkill.

GENERAL M'DOUGALL TO COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Camp Harlem, October 17, 1776.

I was this 'moment honoured with your favour on the
subject of the rank, roll and officers for the regiments to be
retained in the Continental service of those raised in this
State. I have made some preparation for it, and shall
devote this evening to the subject. You mention enclosed
resolves, but they did not accompany YOUI'letter. Nothing-
material has happened here since tbe skirmish of the 16th
ultimo. The enemy appear very shy. Our advanced
sentries and theirs are within three hundred yards of each'
other in Harlem Lane. The works they have thrown up
are evidently calculated for defence. I should have cheer-
fuIly complied with the request of the Convention through
Mr. ~~lcKesson, to give them inteJIigence, but my time was
then wholly engrossed in assisting to arrange and settle the
army, and since, I am under orders with my brigade to
support the advanced picket in case of alarm, which I hope
will be a sufficient apology.

Your very humble servant,
ALEXANDER McDoUGALL.

GENERAL GREENE TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Constitution, October 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:William Bradford, Adjutant of Colonel
lIitchcock's regiment, after the enemy landed on Long-
Island, took a horse belonging to one Jacob Wicoff, a per-
son that had joined the British forces. The Adjutant run
a very great risk in fetching the horse off, and he must
inevitably have fallen into the enemy's bands if the Adju-
tant had not made the attempt. But as property belonging
to Tories is not, nor ought not to be, tbe reward of those
that take it into possession, only under certain limitations,
I think it my duty to acquaint you that I have the horse in
my possession, and shall be delivered to your order, either
to the Adjutant as a reward for his .bravery, or to be sold
for the benefit of the State, as you may think proper. If
the horse is to be sold, I should be glad of an opportunity
to purchase him, as I am in want of a horse, mine being
worn out in the service.

I am~gentlemen, with great
vant,

respect, Y0Ll!'obedient ser-

NATHANAEL GREENE.

DIVISION ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, King's Bridge, October 17, 1776.

The fonowing disposition of die division of the army
under the command of Major-General Heath, is to be
strictly attended to and observed by the brigades of the
division, viz:

The two regiments of Militia now posted on lIarlem
River, to pass over the new bridge and join Colonel Swart-
wout's regiment, and form a flank guard.
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l Fort Independence.
~ 0 . Huntlng on, 5a Co\. Ward, Fletcher's, to the east of Fort Independence.

~ Co\. Tyler, l
R~ Co\. Wj;llys, 5

eserve.

1i5 lCapt. Treadwell. One three-pounder.
C Lieut. Berbeck. One howitzer.
..., Co\. Lasher,

}R"0 C I U l eserve.
I}; 0 . If.La com,

Co\. Drake. Redoubt in Bates's corn-field.
Co\. Hardenbergh. Redoubt at Cannon Hill.
Lieut. Fleming. One th.ee-pounder.
Lieut. Fenno. Do.
Co\. Nicolls, }Reserve.
Col. Thomas,
Co\. Pawling, Vallintine's corn-field.
Co\. Graham, OnPawling's left.

a5 Capt. Bryant, one three-pounder.
C Lieut. Jackson, one six-pounder.

COLONEL SAMUEL H. DRAKE TO JOHN M'KESSON.

King's Bridge,Oetober 17, 1776.

SIR: Undoubtedly you have the account of the move-
ments of our unnatural enemy, and in all likelihood in a
few days we shall be called to action, if ever. And as a
number of my officers are without commissions, and are
uneasy if it should happen that they fall into the hand of
the enemy, (which God forbid,) for fear they may receive
treatment not due to their rank, therefore 1 beg the favour
of you to petition the Convention to make out commissions
to the foJIowinggentlemen:

Josh~ ~og~rs, Captain, . l SuffolkCount.
BenJamm Kzng, Second Lieutenant, 5 y

Seth .Marvin, Captain, Orange County.
Sybert Acker, Lieutenant, First,

}
Ephra im Lockwood, Lieut., 2d, TIT t h t C t
D

.d D h L ' " d
rres c es er ,oun y.

aVlutc er, leut., ~ ,
Robert Crawford, Lieut., Qd,
Abraham Handford, First Lieutenant, Albany County.
Ebenezer Phillips, Second Lieutenant, Suffolk County.
Should be glad they may be sent forward to General

Scott, as soon as may be, &c.
I am, sir, your humble servant,

SAM.H. DRAKE,Colonel.

To Mr. John McKesson.

CQI.ONEL SMALLWOOD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL 01<' SAFETY.

Philips's Heights, Oetober, 17i6.

GENTLEMEN:I have received but two letters from you,
of the 11th of September and the 2d October, in the
latter of which you express some surprise of never having
received a letter from me since I left ]}Iaryland, which is
just, and should I have incurred your censure, it is nothing
less than I have expected, and let me assure you it was
with great reluctance I subjected myself to it, but I am yet
conscious, could 'you have viewed the severe and perplexed
duty I have had, and our corps in general been exposed to,
you would at least have pitied them, and excused me for this
neglect.

In answer to yours wherein you require a particular
return of the arms, accoutrements, camp equipage, and
utensils, &c., of the regular soldiers immediately under my
command, must beg leave to refer you to a letter wrote to
the Convention on the 12th, in answer to theirs of the 4th of
thi3 instant, wherein you'll find a short detail of occurrences
from our march to Long-Island to the 12th, when I was
obliged to conclude rather abruptly, having received orders
to marcb immediately for Philips's Heights, four miles
above King's Bridge, the enemy having landed a body of
men on Frog's Neck, adjacent to these Heights; also a
copy of a return made out in Philadelphia, to be rendered
the Congress, of these articles appertaining to the battalion
and Captain Veazey's company, being all the troops 1
marched from lflaryland, which hope you'll find satisfac-
tory. Also a list of the killed and missing on Long-Island,
and a general weekly return as rendered General Washing-
ton, which will show such men present as are effective, and
such as are sick, amongwhich are included ten wounded.

A general return of killed and missing was rendered Gene-.
ral Washington the next morning after the action on Long-
Island, and as the drafts of their pay are suspended till
exchanged, have been directed to discontinue the entry
upon the weekly return, for we can't ascertain, nor will the
enemy'indulge us with a list of such as were taken prison-
el'S,without which we can't ascertain who have been killed.
Perhaps you may require the names inserted in the returnsT
agreeable to the retul'Os of our muster-rolls at Annapolis.
Your letters do not urge this mode, but should it be required,
it shall be complied with.

I ordered the independent Captains on the 11th instant,
upon the receipt of the President of Convention's letter, to
hand in their returns of arms, accoutrements, camp equi-
page, and utensiJs.

.
Till then I thought this had been done

upon .their le~ving Phi(adelphia, where I imagined they had
supplIed thelr men wrth sundry necessaries, and would of
course make the natural returns, as their commands till their
arrival there were distinct and unlimited by any other
control than that of Convention or Council; however, I
found this had not been done, and I now find from the train
they kept theil' affairs in, it will be done with difficulty, and
perhaps be subject to loss, for I am apprehensive many
things may have been lost upon their march from Philadel-
phia, and since which, as they were not accustomed to
inspect, and make weekly retums of anns, aC90utrements,
clothing, camp furniture and utensils, &c. Some of these
at this time they may not be able to account for. Captain
Bracco complains he can't obtain a roJ!of, nor any accounts'
relative to his company, and that General Bell has taken a
fifer out,of his company, Burrel by name, and keeps him in
the FlYIng-Camp. I have wrote General Bell concerning
this boy, and his story is lame, but fi'om what I can collect,
he says the Council of Safety allowed him to take the boy
out ot~a?d upon the retum of the Flying-Camp he will
retur? hIm to, the c~mpany. Now if he belongs to, he
certamly ought to be In, the company, as it has no other
fifer; and if he does not, the company'can have no business
with him after the Flying-Camp is discharged. Tbe
CounJ::ilwill please signify whether they gave such indul-
gence, and whether the boy was returned in the muster-
roll of the company, and this matter shall soon be set right-
between the General and the Captain. I wish their ac-
counts may be as easily adjusted. .

There are many other charges exclusive of what articles
are and will be enumerated in the returns, which the Con-
tinent is charged with, particularly medicine, necessaries
supplied the troops, arms repaired, &c., for often in our
march and since the Commissaries could not supply, nor
would the publick armourers work. At all events, soldiers
must be fed, and have their an11Srepaired, or else it can't
be expected they will fight. An account of which can't at
this time be rendered, for the retreating and flying disposi-
tion which has so much prevailed in our army latterly,
made it not safe to send any books, papers, &c" to Phila-
delphia, lest tbey should be lost; but be assured a true and
particular account shall be rendered. Doubt not the Pro--
vince shall not be injured.

This precaution was necessary, for hitherto we have
been genera]]y drawn from our station and baggage, to
cover t~e retreat and defend the baggage of others, which
has subjected us to much loss upon the retreat, or rather
flight, from New- York. I have scarce an officer,myself
included, or soldier who did not lose more or less of their
baggage, pillaged by the runaways; indeed, I believe many
of them .never had other views than flight and plunder,
both whICh they are extremely dexterous at. General
Washington was so kind after he left the common where
we were posted to stop wagons himself, and made one of
his Aid-de-Camps attend the sending of our baggage, but
as 1 bad left but four soldiers as a camp-guard, being desi-
rous the regiment upon this occasion should be as full as
possible, these could not guard the wagons, and thus we
lost part of our baggage. Have since stripped from these
poltroons severa] of our soldiers' coats, and had them
severely scourged. Have purchased from the Continental
store clothes for such of the independent companies as their
Captains inform me have receiverl none before, and I think
upon good terms, accounts of which shall be transmitted.
1 think Thomas's company were paid for finding them-
selves, or at least he proposed this one day when I was
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present at the Council. You'l\ inform how this matter is,
and whether you supplied him with money to purchase
clothes at Philadelphia, his company being as bare as those
who never had. I have despatched Captain Hindman to
Philadelphia after his company's clothes, which he tells
me are ready made there, by whom Thomas has sent for
his. I have sent near nine hundred pounds by Hindman
to purchase such deficiency as the Continental store could
not furnish, particularly shoes and stockings.

I am about to draw pay for the troops that first marched
with me, from the 6th of July, the time they were ordered to
march, which will replace in my hands the half month's pay
advanced by Council, and half a month's pay advanced at
Elizabethtown, out of the money advanced me by Council
and our deputies at Congress. I also paid Captain Vea-
zey's company out of the above sums a month's pay, they
having had no advance fi'om the Council upon their march-
inl1. I shall credit the Province with this sum, having
ch~rged it before the pay advanced by me to the soldiers,
&c., and credited it with the sums received from the Coun-
cil and Deputies.

We have received no pay since in this service but seven
hundred and fifty pounds paid the men when marched to
Long-Island, and I got an advance from the General of
seven hundred and fifty pounds more, in part of the sum
sent by Mr. .Hindman. There is now due us down to the
31st August, which is as late as they will pay us, to near
three thousand pounds, inclusive of the Independents' pay.
Should the Council not approve of my drawing and retain-
ing in my hands that part of this sum that will be due to
the Province, they will please signify, and it shall be
lodged to their order, my motive in drawing it being only
to provide for contingencies, money not being to be drawn
here when most wanted, for it has been the policy here to
retain two or three months' of the Eastern troops' pay to
prevent desertion and retain them longer in service, by
which better men often suffer and languish for their pay.

There are several vacancies now to fill up, and having no
time to make out a list, must beg leave to defer it till I
have more leisure. Lieutenant Ford, behaving well, has
acted under brevet as Captain of Light Infantry, which is in
rotation agreeable to his seniority.

We want medicine much; none can be had here. Our
sick have and are now suffering extremely. The number
you'll observe from the list is very considerable, owing in a
great measure to the bad provision made for and care taken
of them, the men being often moved, and have been exposed
to lie on the cold ground ever since they came here; often
lying without their ten~s for several nig?ts, as is now ~he
case, having been five mghts and days without them, bemg
ever since the enemy landed up here.

The inconvenience attending frequent removals of troops
when there are not a regular supply of wagons for that
purpose, which is much wanting here, no person can
conceive who has not experienced it; besides when their
tents and baggage can't attend them, they must be in-

. jured much by lying in the open air at this season, and in
this place where heavy dews prevail so much, and I may
justly say our corps have had a greater proportion of this
duty than any in this army, for we have generally acted
in brigade under northern Brigadier-Generals, who have
seldom failed to favour their own and put the labouring
oar on our regiment; but it has perhaps made us the better
soldiers.

Our Commander-in-Chief is an excellent man, and it
would be happy for the United States if there was as much
propriety in the appointments in every department below
his. It is not owing to any want of precaution in him that
discipline is not exacted with more rigour; much must
depend respecting this, on the superiour officers next under
him in command, and here there seems to be a total igno-
rance of and inattention to this system, so necessary to
render an army formidable.

Our next greatest suffering proceeds from the great neglect
of the sick; and his orders relative to this department are
most salutary, were they to be duly attended to; but here,
too, there is not only a shameful but even an inhuman
neglect daily exhibited. The Directors of the General
Hospitals supply and provide for the sick, who are extremely
remiss and inattentive to the well-being and comfort of these
unhappy men; out of this train they cannot be taken. I

have withdrawn all mine long ago, and had them placed in
a comfortable house in the country, and supplied with only
the common rations; even this is preferable to the fare of
a General Hospital. Two of these Regimental Hospitals,
after I have had them put in order, one has been taken
away by the Directors for a General Hospital, and my peo-
ple turned out of doors, and the other would have been
taken in the same manner, had I not have applied to Gen-
eral Washington, who told me to keep it. The misfortune
is that every supply to the Regimental Hospital of necessaries
suitable for the sick, must COlIlefrom an order from these
Directors, and is very seldom obtained. I have more than
once applied that my Quartermaster might furnish and make
a charge forwhat was supplied, by which means I could have
rendered the situation of the sick much more comfortable, at
a less expense, but could not be allowed. I wish this could
be obtained. I foresee the evils arising from the shameful
neglect in this department. One good-seasoned and welf.
trained soldier, recovered to heaJth, is worth a dozen new
recruits, and is often easier recovered than to get a recruit,
exclusive of which this neglect is very discouraging to the
soldiery, and must injure the service upon the new inlist-
ments, after the troops go into winter quarters.

If the Convention and Council should judge it consistent
with the interests of the Province and the good of the
service, I could wish the regular troops might return home
to refresh themselves in good winter quarters, and recruit
the complement wanting; this I don't urge altogether through
inclination, (though I believe nothing would be more desira-
bl~ to both officers and men, who would more readily than'
ever return in the spring,) but should it be deemed neces-
sary, could point out the expediency of their return, upon a
principle that it would contribute much to the benefit of the
service, so far as their small force could carry weight.

.

Our army in general have been well supplied with good
provisions, &c.; indeed, with more than a sufficiency.
Vegetables and some other small necessaries could not be
procured; but in general, there has not been the least cause
of complaint on this head.

You mention my having the command of the Flying-
Camp, which I have not, although we frequently act
together, and have encamfled close by each other for better
than a month.

I thank the Convention for the resolve in my favour; their
intention was good, though it has not had the desired effect,
owing to an impropriety in their mode of appointment;
though was I to insist, General Washington has said I
ou£ht and should have the command, though it might raise
some difficulties here perhaps in other commands. Mr.
Ben, without doubt, is a brave and an honest man; but I
leave YOIland the Convention to judge whether, with pro-
priety, he can expect he will do himself and his country any
honour in the character of a General. He is considered
here as the second edition of the Eastern Generals, and the
distinguishing gentlemen here who now begin to entertain
more favourable sentiments of our State, are not a little
surprised at the impropriety of this appointment; but this
will be done, even though I suffer an indignity where it has
not been intended. .

General Lee has just arrived, and is appointed to the com-
mand of one of the divisions who are to oppose the enemy
above King's Bridge. The enemy have landed their chief
force on Frog's Neck, and are making every disposition to
march across from the Sound to their ships in the North
River, thereby to cut off our communication by land with
Albany and the New-England Governments, and to coop
in and starve us; for I am apprehensive it will be in their
power by their ships, at any time to cut off our retreat into
Jerseys, both whichshouldthey effect,it wouldjust pin up
the casket. The situation of the country favours our troops,
being very uneven and rocky, interspersed with some few
bushes, and abounding in stone walls. Were our officers
good, and our men well trained, it would be impossible to
effect their purpose, for we have now on this side the bridge
thirteen brigades, which do not exceed thirteen thousand
men, (by tbis you. may see how far short the Governments
are of furnishing their quotas; none, I believe, have com-
pleted but .Maryland,) but with this force, could 001' officers
be brought to a proper sense of their duty and dignity, and
the weight of the army, the enemy might be checked in
their course; for this you may rely on, however their parade



1101 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1102

may indicate the contrary, yet it is a fact, they are as much
afraid and cautious of us, as we can be, any of us, of them;
their officers alone give the s,uperiority; and in this instance,
I have greater hopes of our officers and men fighting than
ever, for there is no hopes of running away left. To fight
or starve and surrender at discretion, has almost become
the word, which event might have proved favourable to the
common interest, had they reduced us to this dilemma
before; at least it would have prevented much disgrace. and
brought our enemy to think of fighting.

Our Northern Generals have introduced a new system
for conducting this war, which subverts every principle in
the art of war adopted by other States; for instead of
instructing their troops in the principles of military disci-
pline, preparing and encouraging to meet their enemies in
the fields and woods, they train them to run away, and to
make them believe they never can be safe unless under
cover of an intrenchment, which they would rather extend
from the north to the south pole than risk an engagement.
Discipline here is totally neglected, and yet after all it is the
only bulwark in war. Had our troops been trained better,
and worried less with the pick-axe and spade, by this time
our army would have been in a condition to have sought for
their enemies in turn. I am pretty sure this cannot be the
Cllse soon under our present system.

The enemy's army has been said to amount to twenty-
five thousand effective men, but I don't believe it exceeds
seventeen thousand. Oms on this side the North River
amount to about seventeen thousand effective, but great
numbers of the sick. are recovering very fast.

Agreeable to your orders, directed Captain Hindman to
get me a stamp made in Philadelphia, and the arms shall
be stamped, &c.

Being often interrupted and hurried, you'll excuse this
scrawl, and believe that I remain, with sincerity and real
regard, gentlemen, your very obedient and humble servant,

W. SMALLWOOD.

To the honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

PETITION OF WILLIAM M'NEALL.

To the honourable the Convention oJ the State of NEW-
YORK,in Congress convened:

The Petition of WILLIAM:MCNEALL,of the County of
. DUTCHESS, Trader, humbly showeth:

That.about twelve months ago he was possessedof one
hundred and thirty-three bushels of salt, which he put in the
store of Captain Bogardus, situate near the river. That
finding the inhabitants of this County were greatly in want
of this necessary article, he condescended to sell the same
to them at the rate of four shillings and sixpence a bushel,
excepting thirty bushels which he reserved for the salting
of divers quantities of beef and pork which he was to receive
of several persons who were indebted to him in divers sums
of money, and had no other way of paying him the same.
That your petitioner, in order to keep the salt for the plll'pose
aforesaid, gave not long since ten shillings a bushel for a
quantity of salt to repack some barrels of pork which he sold
for the useof the Continentalarmy. That notwithstanding
which Colonel Dirck Brinckerhoif, of this County, induced
as your petitioner supposes by pecuniary views, and in hopes
to take advantage of the present suspensionof the laws of
this State, did, about three weeks ago, in the absence of
Captain Bogardus, the owner of the store, and without my
knowledge or approbation,take out of the said store the
said thirty bushels of salt, and appropriate the same to his
own use and private emolument, whereby your petitioner is
greatly injured and prevented from receiving in payment
for the money owing to him the said quantities of beef and
pork which he designed for the use of the Continental army,
and in all probability will by that means forever lose the
same. That your petitioner humbly conceives that acts of
this kind greatly injure the happiness of society, and if per-
mitted, will, beyqnd doubt, reduce us almost to a state of
nature, and drive us to the disagreeable alternative of repel-
ling force hy force, or of tamely submitting to the lawless
invader: That your petitioner is well assured that an act
thus vicious in its nature will never, in the opinion of this
honourable Convention, appear sanctified by the wealth or
elevation of the aggressor, but that ample justi~ will be
admioistered without respect to persons. Induced therefore

by this consideration, your petitioner humbly prays that this
honoura,ble Convention would be pleased to order the said
Dircle Brincker:hoff to appear before you at some speedy
day to be appomted for that pmpose, to assign his reasons,
if any he hath, for such his unprecedented conduct, and if not
satisfactory to this honourable Convention, that your peti-
tioner may have restitution of the salt aforesaid and ,damages
lor the injury done to him. And your petitioner, as in duty
bound, shall ever pray. WILL. McN EALL.

Dutchess County, October 17, 1776.

HENRY WISNER TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peekski]], October 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:When I left you last evening, I went to
Van Wile.es, and finding that Colonel Cortlandt was gone,
and the mght near at hand, I went back to my lodging, and'
set off early this morning, depending that Colonel Cortlandt
had orders to stop the troops, and some directions what to
do with them when here. I arrived here about eleven
o'clock, found the Colonel at his farm, without so much as
the resolve of Convention, or orders to stop the troops. He
expected Mr. Duer to have brought them with him and
therefore did not attend to them so much as he would ~ther.
wise have done. It seems, however, that the troops are
mainly gone forward, but for what purpose I don't know'
if they are intended for quelling the Tories, they are much
wanted here. Many were from Croton river are gone on
board the men-oC-war. Colonel Cortlandt knows of twelve.
They have taken many cattle on board. :MI'.Gilbert Cort-
landt went to the commauding officer at TarrytQwn, who
told him that he would have sent men to guard the shores

but could not do it, as he had no orders. The shores ar~
without guards from Tarrytown to this place. If patt of
the troops are to be sent back, I believe they had best be
sent by water, as the men are much fatigued.

I beg you to send the resolves of Congress as to our
appointment, and the Commissaries to provide for the
troops. A litt].e to the n~rthw~rd of this place is a very
narrow pass, wIth a very hIgh hIll by the side, from which
stones might be thrown to great disadvantage, if the enemy
appear there.

1 am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
HENRY WISNER.

To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of Convention.

RICHARD VARICK TO GENERAL GATES.
Albany, October 17, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I do myself the honour to enclose you
an account of the articles I have purchased for the use of
your family. You will observe that I have purchased five
pewter dishes and one dozen soup plates. Few stone
dishes were to be had, and at a rate higher now than pew-
ter. No soup plates were to be had, of any kind, except
those I have purchased. The pudding dishes will answer
many purposes. I hope, however, to see them appropri.
ated to the purposes they were intended when made.

.

These articles will be put up in, a box, directed for you
and delivered to Mr. Avery, with directions to forward the~
with all possibledespatch. I have directed Mr. Avery to
send up the wine with all convenient despatch to you: I am
informed it is not so good as 1 could wish you to drink.
However, it is ten times better than noue. Not an ounce
oj tea is to be procured.

This morning I was honoured with a letter from my
General, enclosing General Arnold's and your letters
announcing the almost total destruction of our fleet. bu~
among the frowns of Providence we have the blessi~g of
General Arnold's safe return. 1 feared much for him. I
hope, however?he will still h~mble the pride and arrogance
of haughty Bntons, and conVInce them that one defeat does
not dispirit Americans.

1 am, with respects to Generals St. Clair and Arnold, and
the gentlemen of your good family, yours very sincerely

RICH'D V ARIC~.
To the Hon. General Gates.

P. S. We have no news from our southern camp. It is
said a cannonading was heard ,down Hudson's river two
days since. 'R. V.

1 shall preparemusterrolls, if the enemy do not disturb
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you soon. I d1all send them up, and expect to be sent
tbere as soon as my General returns. R. V.

GENE:J,!.A.L SCUUYLER 'fO GENI;RAL GATE:S.

Saratoga, October 17, 1776

DEARGENERAL: Your favour of tbe 15tb I received last
night. I bave ordered a.1lthe Militia from below, and have
sent an express to basten Colonel Dayton.

If the communication should be cut off by the way of
Lake George, it will be absolutely necessary to have a
number of batteaus at Skenesborough, not only to transport
men, but flour and evep cattle. You will therefore send
batteaus to that place, if there is not a sufficient number
already tbere. Ishould be informed whether it is probable
any cattle may still go by land. Cannot what few vessels
you have left be sent to Skenesborough to take in provisions
there, and serve as a convoy to the batteaus? Pray inform
me very particularly. .

Spades cannot be procuredany where in the country.
God bless you, my dear General, and believe me most

sincerely, yours, &c., &c., P SIf.. CHUYLER.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

COLONEL WYNjWOP TO GENE:RAL GATES.

Skeensborough, October 1'7, 1776.

DE:ARGE:N:ERAL:I arrived at this place last ~Monday
evening. After a long I1.ndtedious sickness am recovered, and
thought proper to inform the General that whe!} I came to
Fort Ann I fOIJPda letter directed to Colonel Yates, wherein
was orders fromGeneral &huyler that I should take command
at that post. When I came to this place found that business
was dull, and would be glad of your directions in the matter.
The orders in the letter was that I should have a fort built
arou!}d the barracks and store, and see that the roads was
mended, which are as yet in a very poor condition.

My seeing this fort nothing near finished, have employed
the men I had to finish the fort, and e:x:pect to finish it to-
morrow.

I have sent you two hundred and eighty boards down. I
have also sent boats to Cheshire's for more, which I e:x:pect
back to-day, and will send you more to-morrow; and also
send you by the same boat the crank of a saw-mill, and all
the intrenching tools that can be spared from this place. I
keep but few to finish this fort. Spades there is none at
this place. I s~all send to Cheshire's for all there is there,
and forward them as fast as possible. I wrote to the Gen-
eral the 15th instant, and have as yet no anSwer, which
makes me think the letter miscarried.

I am, dear General, you most ob~dient, humble servant,
CORN'S WVN.\>:OOP.

To Major-General Gates.

JOJlN B. SCOTT TO GENERAL GATES.

Mount Independence, October 17, 1776.

SIR: Presuming IIpon that justice and humanity that so
strongly mark your Honour's character, I have taken the
liberty to address you upon my unhappy situation.

A private quanel happening between Colonel ~Maxwell
and myself, which I expected would have terminated in
another manner, 1 was arrested by him and have continued
uoder arrest eleven days without any trial. As the money
I drew upon the pay roll which I am charged with having
falsely presented, has been again repaid into the hands of
the Paymaster, for which I have a receipt upon account of
the publick, except a small part paid the men, which has
nothing to do with the dispute-I also have six or seven
hundred dollars of my own private property in the hands
of the publick,-this being the case, it would be impossi-
ble it should re~eive any injury if your Honour would be
pleased to order me discharged from my arrest, pursuant to
the articles of war, as it does not appear possible to settle
it in the prescnt situation of the army; and if ever hereafter
upon settlement of the account I should appear any ways
culpable, I shall with the greatest cheerfulness submit to'
any punishment your Hooollr shall think proper.

Confin~ment is at any.time disagreeable, but now more.
particularly so, when our country so ]oudly calls upon every
individual to appear with arms in their hands for her de-

fence. Conscious of my own innocence, it stings me to the
sOlllwhen I reflect that I possibly by this means may be
deprived of the only opportunity that ever may occur during
the course of "mywhole life to render .a;;ervi~e to my bleed-
ing country . Your Honour's compliance will eternally be
I'emelnbered with the greatest gratitude.

I am, sir, with much respect, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant,

.

JOUN B. SCOTT.

To Major-General Gates.

GOVERNOUR TJtUMnULL. TO GEN.E)lAL i;icaUYLf:~.
New-JIaven, Octobern, 1776.

SIR ; Your favour of the 11th instant have duly received;

and as the formation of the new army is a matter that de-
mands our earliest attention and utmost despatch, am in
hopes by this time you are able to furnish me with a list of
officers as requested in my last.

And as I find there is a great complaint for want of Sur-
geons and medicioes in the army at New- York, lest that
should be the case likewise in the Northern army, must beg
leave to ca]] your attention thereto, that timely care be
taken that a sufficient number and supply may not be
wanting in that department. You'll therefore please to
give me notice by the return of this post of whatever is
needful and e:x:pedient, in order that we may give all the
timely assistance in our power.

I am, with esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, JONTH. TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. Major-Ge.leral Schuyler.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENER.\L G.\TES.

New-Haven, October 17, 1776

SIR: Have to acknowledge the receipt of your favour
by Mr. Brown, enclosing General Arnold's account of the
engagement on the lake. The bearer thereof gives a verbal
account of a subsequent rencounter there, which has turned
out more favourable than the first. Weare anxious to
know the event.

Your hurry, I suppose, has prevented your attention to
the nomination a!}d designation of the officers for tbe Dew
army; must therefore beg leave again to remind you of it,
that it may be forwarded with all that despatch the nece.s-
sity and importance of the case requires.

Am fearful you will find a want of Surgeons and medi-
cines especially, if any considerable action should COIlleon.
Have wrote to General &huyler on that subject. Please
to let me know by the return of this post the situation you
are in, and whatever is needf1.din opr power to supply, that
we may forward the same.

Am, with esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, J TONTH. RUMBULL.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

PRINEAS FANNING'S PAROLE.

I promise, on my word of honour, not in any wise to for-
ward or assist the subjects or allies of the KinO" of Great
Britain, in their operations against any of the U;ited States
of Amerfca during the present war. I also further promise
that I will return to my usual place of abode in Suffolk
County, and remain in said County until required by the
Convention of the State of New- York or General TVash-
ingt~n, whenJ promise to appe~r before them in person.

GIVen under my hand, at Guzlford, this 17th day of Oc-
tober, 1776.

PfHNEAS FAN~ING.

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN MEETING.

At a town meeting of the Town of Prpvidcnce, legally
warned and assembled 0[1 ~he 17th day of October, A. D.
1776, MI'. Charles Keene, Moderator.

Whereas much uneasiness hath .a.risen"on aCCOuntof the
purchase of a quantity of Butter for the !'!siJof the inhabi-
ta?ts of Nantucket! occasioned by Jl suspicion thauh~ same
mIght be appropnated for the use of tbe-en~mies of the
United States of America ; and .\S Mr. Samuel Starbuck,
the purchaser, has appeared be(Qre thismeetinO" and there
1Jein~ no evidence that :the Same was desjg;~d for our
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enemies, and it beingunderstobd by this meeting that the
exportation of any kind of Provisions to Nantucket is con-
trary to law, unless under regulations ordered by the Genera]
Assembly of this State in October last, and Mr. Starbuck,
for removing this uneasiness, is wilJing that said Butter
should be stored until the Genera] Assembly shall meet and
make order respecting the exportation of Provisions to Nan-
tucket; it is therefore

Voted, That Captain John Updike, James Black, and Ar-
thur Finn, Esqrs., be a committee inlmediately to store the
same in some suitable place until the Assembly shall meet,
excepting two firkins of Butter which Mr. Starbu:ck wants
for his own use. And the Deputies of this town are re-
quested to lay this matter before the General Assembly for
their direction herein, this town highly disapproving of the
exportation of any Provisions to NantUcket until the senti-
ments of the Gen'eral Assembly are known.

CAPTAIN .JONES TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Providence Sloop-of-War, a.t Newport, Rhode-Island, 1
October 17, 1776. 5

HONOUREDSIR: I wrote to you at sea 4th ultimo, by the
brigantine Sea-Nymph, my second prize. J have taken
sixteen sail, manned and sent in eight prizes, and sunk,
burned, or destroyed the rest. The list of prizes is as
follows:

Manned and sent in.
1. The brigantine Britannia, a whaler.
2. The brigantine Sea-Nymph, West-Indiaman.
3. The brigantine Favourite, do.
4. The ship Alexander, Jersey, Newfoundlandman.
5. The brigal1tine Success, do.
6. The br~~a.nt!neKingston Packet, Jamaica.
7. The brlgantnie Defiance, Jersey, do.
8. The sloop Portland, whaler.

Burnt or destroyed.
1. The ship Adventure, of Jersey.
2. The brigantine Friendship, Jersey.
3. The schooner John, London.
4. The schooner Betsey, Jersey.
5. The schooner Betsey, Halifax.
6. The schooner Sea-Flower, Canso.
1. The schooner Ebenezer, do.
8. The schooner Hope, do.
I have written from time to time to the Marine Board,

and furnished them with particular accounts of all my pro-
ceedings, and I now send copies of my former letters. I
arrived here 7th current, and I would not have lost a day
without writing to you and to Ihe Board, had not the Com-
modore proposed to me to take command of an expedition,
with the A(fred, Providence, and Hambden, to destroy the
fishery of Newfoundland, but principally to relieve an hun-
dred of our fellow-citizens,who are detained as prisoners and
slaves in the coal-pits of Cape Breton. All my humanity
was awakened and called up to action by this laudable pro-
posal, and I have been successfillly employed in refitting
and getting the Providence in readiness, but am under the
greatest appreh~nsion that the expedition will fall to nothing,
as the Alfred IS greatly short of men. I found her with
only about thirty men, and we have with much ado, inlisted
thirty more; but it seems the privateers entice them away
as fast as they receive their monthly pay.

It is to the last degree distressing to contemplate the
state and establishment of our navy. The common class
of mankind are actuated by no nobler principle than that of
self-interest; this, and this only, determines all adventurers
in privateers, the owners as well as those they employ.
And while tbis is the case, unless the private enroJlment of
individuals in our navy is made superiour to that in priva-
teers, it never can become respectable, it never will become
formidable; and without a respectable navy, alas AmeriCl1!
In the present critical situation of affairs, hnm~n wisdom
can suggest nO more than one infallible expedien!: inlist
the se~men during pleasure; and give them all the prizes.
What ISthe paltry emolument of two-thirds of prizes to the
finances of this vast Continent? If such a poor resourCe is'
essential to its independency, in sober sadness we ate involved
in a woful predicament, and our ruin is fas! approachin!1.
The situation of America is new in the annals of mankind',
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her affairs cry haste, and speed must answer them. Trifles,
therefore, ought to be wholly disregarded, as being, in the
old vulgar proverb, "penny wise and pound foo]ish." If
our enemies, with the best-established and most formidable
navy in the universe, have found it expedient to assign all
prizes to the captors, how much more is such policy essential
to our infant fleet. But I need use no arguments to con-
vince you of the necessity of making the emoluments of our
navy equal, if not superiour, to theirs. We have had
proof that a navy may be officered almost on any terms;
but we are not so sure the officers are equal to their com-
missions; nor will the Congress ever obtain such certainty,
until they in their wisdom see proper to appoint a Board of
Admiralty competent to determine impartially the respective
merits. and abilities of their officers, and to superintend,
regulate, and point out a1l the motions and operations of the
navy

GovernOur Hopkins tells me, he apprehends I am
appointed to the Andrew Doria. She is a good cruiser,
and would, in my judgment, answer much better Were she
mounted with twelve six-pounders, than as she is at pregent
with fourteen fours.

An expedition of importance may be effected this winter
on the coast of Africa with part of the original fleet; either
the Alfred or Columbus, with the Andnw Doria. and
Providence, would, I am persuaded, carryall before theIn,
and give a blow to the English African trade, which
would not soon be recovered, by 110tleaving them a 11135t
standing 011that coast. This expedition would be attended
with no great expense; besides, the ships and vessels men-
tioned are unfit for service on a winter coast, which is nOt
the case with the new frigates. The small squadron for this
service ought to sail early, that the prizes [hay reneh Ollt
ports in March or April.

If I do not su'cceed in manning the Alfred, so as to pro-
ceed to the eastward in course of this week, the season will
be lost; the coal fleet will be gone to Halifax, and the
fishermen to Europe. I will not, howevel', remain inactive,
but proceed to cruise in the sloop near $andy-Hook.
Three of my prizes are arrived here, and one or two more
to the eastward.

I am, &c.
Alfred, Oc~ober 30, 1776.

I did not conclude my letter till I was enabled to give you
a satisfactory account of the present expedition. I took
command here the 22d, and finding that we could. not man
the ship and two vessels without wasting too much time, I
concluded to leave the Providence, and proceed with the
Alfred and Harnden. I took the men out of the Provi.
dence and her prizes, which made up my muster roll here to
one hundred and forty or upwards. When I was ready to
proCeed on the 27th, the Hamden was run upon a sunken
ledge, which knocked off her false ked, and she hath since
continued to make so much. water, that we concluded her
unfit for sea, and therefore have shifted her men into the
Providence... I am once more in readiness to take my leave
of Rhode-Island to-morrow morning. I am, however, duly
sensible that the expedition cannot but fall greatly short. of
what it might have effected had Ibeen enabled to proceed a
fortnight sooner. I hope the Andrew D01ia will be included
in the next expedition wherein I am concerned.

If Mr. Hewes is in Philadelphia, I must thank you to
make my apology for not writing; and if you please, show
him this and my foromr letter.

I ha ve the bonour to be, with great esteem and respect,
sir, your very obliged, and very obedient, humble servant,

JOHN PAUL JONES.
To Hon. Robert Morris.

Account oj Provisions on board when we sailed, Nov. 1st.
6 tierces of pork; 22 barrels of pork; 7 tierces of beef.

20 barrels of beef; 10 tierces of bread, ship; 55 barrels of
bread, ship; 1 cabin of bread, ship; 1 hogshead, 1 tierce,
ani:!4 barrels peas; 10 barrelsof flour; ~barre] of soused
heads; i of cask of oat-mea]; 4~arrels of vinegar; 1,500
pounds of bread baked out of ship flour; 453 gallons of
continental rum; 118 galIons of molasses; 10 bushels of

..
; 130 gallons of West-India ruin; 27.5 pounds of

coffee; 179pounds of cheese; 441 pounas of brown sugar;
219 pounds of candles; 14 bushels of onions; 600 pounds
of butter; 50 bushels of potatoes~

70
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Account of Prov£sions on board the sMp ALFRED, Novem-
ber 14, 1776. .

10 tierces ship bread, 10; 40 barrels ship bread, 55;
7 tierces beef, 7; 24 barrels beef, 20; 6 tierces of pork, 6;
18 barrels of pork, 22; 1 hogshead and 4 barrels peas, 1
hogshead, 1 tierce, and 4 barrels; 4~ firkins butter; 3~
boxes candles, ~ 19 pounds; 9 barrels flour, 10; 100 gallons
molasses, 118; 200 pounds brown sugar, 441; 200 pounds
coffee,200; 300 pounds cheese, 179; 120 gallons West-
India rum, 130; 232 gallonsContinental rum, 453; i of
barrel oat-meal, i ; 3 barrels vinegar, 4.

Errours excepted. Per ROBERT SANDERS.
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Stations. Dols. Sterling. Sieriing. Sterling. Sterling. Dols. Sterling.

Captain 32 7 4 011 4 04 0 0 60 1013 0
Lieutenants... 20 4 10 0 5 12 01 2 0 30 6]5 0
Master. .. .. .. 20 4 10 0 5 2 8 12 8 26~ 6 0 0
Do. Mates 15 3 7 6 2 2 0 1 5 6 12 2 14 0
Boatswain. . .. 15 3 7 6 2 5 0 1 2 6 15 3 7 6
Do. Mates 9~ 2 2 0 1 8 0 14 0 9~ 2 2 0
Gunner ... 15 3 7 6 2 5 0 1 2 6 15 3 7 6
Do. Mates 1O~ 2 8 0 1 8 0 1 0 0 9~ 2 2 0
Surgeon. 21~ 4 16 0 5 0 0 4 0 23 5 3 6
Do. Mates 13~ 300210 0 100122140
Carpenter 15 3 7 6 2 5 0 I 2 6 15 3 7 6
Do. Mates IO~ 2 8 0 I 12 0 16 0 10 2 5 0
Cooper. . . . .

"
15 3 7 6 I 5 0 2 2 6 8 1 16 0

Midshipman... 12 2 14 0 I 10 0 I 4 0 10 2 5 0
Armourer.. ... 15 3 7 6 I 5 0 2 2 6 8 I 16 0
Sailmaker 12 2 14 0 I 12 0 I 2 0 10 2 5 0
Yeoman. . . . . . 9 2 0 6 I 8 0 12 6 9 2 0 6
Quartermaster 9 2 0 6 I 8 0 12 6 9 2 0 6
Cook.. . . . . ... 12 2 14 0 I 5 0 I 9 0 9 2 0 6
Cockswain 9 I 2 0 6 I 6 0 14 6 9 2 0 6
Captain'sClerk 15 i 3 7 6 1 10 0 2 2 6 12 2 14 0
Steward 13~

1

'

3.0 0 1 0 8 1]9 4 9 2 0 6
Chaplain 20 4 10 0 19 0 3 11 0 12 2 14 0
Able Seaman.. 8 1 16 0 1 5 0 11 0 8 1]6 0

346ii78 0 0;54 17 4[5 18 8125 16 4:350178]6 6

Officers not appointed by Con."aress,viz:
Yeoman of the Pow,ler-room, ought to be the same as Gunner's Mate.

Sailmaker's Mates. . . .. . . .. . . . . .

]
Steward's Mates... One-third of a doIJar m

.

ore per
Yeomanof the Sheets. . . . . . . . . . . month than seamen.
Master-at-Arms... ...
Purser.-N. B. If no Purser, the Captain's Clerk to have fifteen doIJars

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TO"IVN MEETING.

At a town meeting of the town of Providence, legalJy
warned and assembled, on the 17th day of October, A. D.
]776:

Whereas great injustice is frequently done by a method
of buying and selling sundry articles of Provisions without
weighing the same: It is therefore Voted and Resolved,
That whoever shall either buy or sell in this town any dead
Lamb, Turkeys, Geese, or dunghill Fowls, unless by the
pound weight, shall forfeitand pay as a fine the sum of six shil-
lings lawful money, to be r~covered of both the buyer and
seller by warrant of distraint from any Justice of the Peace
of the town, on the complaint of any householder in the
said town; that the Lamb, &c., so bought shall be forfeited
by the buyer to and for the use of the poor of the town;
that the fines so recovered be lodged in the Town Treasury,
for the town's use; that this regulation take place on the
1st day of November next; and that the same be published
in the Providence Gazette.

A true copy: THEODOREFOSTER,Town Curk.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO MESHECH WEARE.

State of Massachusetts-Bay, Council Chamber, ~
Watertown, October 17,1776. 5

SIR: Some time since your State were informed that this
Government had passed an act entitled" an act to pro-
hibit the exportation of lumber for a limited time," that
your General Assemb]y might pass a similar act if they
thought proper. I am now directed to inform your Honour
that the Great and General Court of this State, considerinO'
the great and manifest advantages that accrued, or migl~

accrue to the United States of America from the act afore-
said do now cease and subside, and considering, also, that
many inconveniences do arise from the operation of said act,
have thought fit to repeal the same. It was thought necessary
to give you notice of this measure immediately, that, in
case your State should have pa..ssed an act prohibiting the
exportation of lumber, they might repeaJ the same likewise,
if they judged proper.

In the name and behalf of the Council, I am, with
respect, your most obedient, humble servant,

JAMES BOWDOIN.

of the Council in theTo lJ'Ieshcch Weare, Esq., President
State of New-Hampshire.

JAMES BOWDOIN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, Octob~r 17,1776.

SIR: A number of French gentlemen, in the character of
military officers, have lately arrived here from Cape Fran-
fO£s. They are come to offer their services to the United
States, and for that purpose applied to the Council of this
State, with whom, by a Committee, they have had an
interview; but they weeP.referred to your Excellency.

Captain Littlefield, the master of the vessel in which
they came hither, says that the French Governour at the
Cape sent for him, and told him they were gentlemen of
good character, whose honour might be relied on, and that
the reason why he did not give to them letters recommend-
ing them to the service of the States, was because it would
have been inconsistent with the peace subsisting hetween
France and England, but desired him to let their character
be known as he had given it.

I expect they will furnish me with a memorandum of
their names, and what commissions they hold, or have held,
in the service of France, in which case a copy of it will be
enclosed.

I have the honour to be, in the name of the COlJncil,sir,
your most obedient, humble servant,

JAMES BOWDOIN.

To His Excellency General Washington.

They purpose that one or two of their number (ten in the
whole) should proceed to New- York or Philadelphia; and
it is in consequence of their desire that this letter waits upon
you, as does one of a similar tenour upon the President of
the Amer£can Congress.

M. Faneu£l, Lieutenant au Regiment de Boulonnais,
par brevet de l'an 1762, et Capitaine de Dragons, et Com-
mandant de la Province du trou, i]e, et cote de St. Domin-
gue, par brevet de l'an 1768.

M. Marcc, Lieutenant au Regiment de Boulonnais, par
brevet de I'an 1760, et passe Lieutenant dans la Compagnie
des Dragons de Faneu£l en 1768.

M. Bordes, Gendarme de ]a Garde Ordinaire du Roi,
inscrit Ie 14 Mars, 1773; re,:;u it la dite compagnie Ie 9
Octobre, 1774, et passe par conge it St. Dom£ngue.

M. Robillard d'Antin, Ancien Garde du .R.oi; re9l1
Lieutenant it ]a suite des Dragons de Faneuil]e 11 Aout,
1776.

M. Laboubbene, Sous-Lieutenant au Regiment de Viva-
rais, par brevet du 27 Mai, 1767, et passe en la dite qual-
ite dans la dite compagnie Faneu£l en 1772.

M. Le Bmn, SOlis-Lieutenant dans ]es Gardes Cotes de
Normandie, ici par conge, dans l'annee 17i3.

M. Gosse, volontaire dans la compagnie Faneuil.
M. Trebuss£eu, volontaire dans ]a meme compagnie.
M. Simoneau, volontaire dans la dite compagnie.
1\1. Truen, Chit'urgien-Major de la dite compagnie.
Tous passes ici pour Ie service dll Congres par Ie con-

sentement faite de M. ]e Gouverneurdu Cap Franfo£s..
FANEUIL.

M. De Maresquelle, Lieutenant au Regiment de Flan-
dres en 1755, passe in 1757 a une compagnie dans ]eg
volontaires de Clermont Prince, reforme a la paix a la fin
de 176~, rem place cornme Capitaine des Grenadiers dans
Royal Etrangers, ayant fait, pendant la guerre derniere, Ie
service d'ingenieur volontaire, desirant etre employe cOrume
ingenieur par les connoissances qll'il a acquises dans cette
partie-Ia par uneetude longue et sui vie.

DE MARESQ.UELLES.
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Boston, October 17, 1776.

SIR: A number of French gentlemen, in tbe character
of military officers, have lately arrived here from Cape
Franfois. They are come to offer their service to the
United States, and for that purpose applied to the Council
of this State, with whom, by a Committee, they have had
an interview; but they were referred to his Excellency
General Washingtun, who possibly may refer them to the
honourable Congress.

Captain Littlefield, the master of the vessel in which
they came hither, says that the French Governour at the
Cape sent for him, and told him they were gentlemen of
good character, whose honour might be relied on, and that
the reason why he did not give them letters recommending
them to the service of the States, was because it would have
been inconsistent with the peace subsisting between France
and England, but desired him to let their character be
known as he had given it. I expect they will furnish me
with a memorandum of their names, and what commissions
they hold, or have held, in the sef\'ice of France, in which
case a copy of it will be enclosed. They purpose that one
or two of their number (ten or twelve in the whole) should
proceed to New- York and Philadelphia; and it is in con-
sequence of their desire, that this leiter waits upon you.

In the name of the Council I have the honour to be, sir,
your most obedient, humble servant,

JAMES BOWDOIN,President.

To the Hon. President of Congress.
Enclosed is the memorandum above referred to.

PETITION FROM FANEUIL AND OTHERS TO THE ASSEMBLY OF

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, AND A RESOLVE PASSED BY THE

SAID ASSEMBLY.

[Read 26th December, 1776: To be referred to Gen. Washington.]

To the Honourable Members of tlte Council and Assembly
of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY:

GENTLEMEN:The very polite manner in which you have
received our first solicitations to serve in the United States of
America, and the hopes that we have of being shortly put
into such a situation as to prove to you the great solicitude
we have of marching against our common enemy, hath dis-
covered to us the most likely means of attaining so desirable
an end. We hope that you will regard our proposal as
tending to the publick good, and that you would allow us to
show you the manner in which French gentlemen of birth
and education acquit themselves of their engagements.

The family of the deceased Peter Faneuil is sufficiently
known at Boston for the services he has rendered to the
town. One of the descendants of the family of the said
deceased, employed in the service of France, and expert in
the military art, comes to the bosom of his family to offer
his services. Many of his friends, animated with the desire
of glory, have attached themselves to his fortune. We
have already presented our intentions to the respectable
members of the Council of this State. They have honoured
us with their protection, in giving us letters to the Congress,
with which we have deputed two of our company. We
are at present unacquainted in wiJat manner the honourable
Congress have received our proposals. Since that time we
have learned that a great number of Canadians have fled
from the inhumanity that the British army exercises over
them; they are scattered about in the different parts of the
Continent, and wait only for the moment of being formed
into a regiment commanded by French officers. We have
a sufficient proof of their good disposition for the servicE!
by many who are now at Boston. We have presented
them to General Ward, and they have certified to him
what we here advance. How advantageous and useful
will it be for the United States, if we being provided with
our commissions, could with our .diligence and care put
these brave people in a state to revenge themselves, and to
aid you in driving from the States, tyrants more avidious of
the riches of your States than of the glory we seek to
acquire!

Thus, gentlemen, to give more solidity to our request, we
have thought necessary to present to you the plan of the
formation of a regiment in battalion; the ranks of officers
and under-officers. We shall set forth to you the number of

men necessary for the completion, and will also show you
the formation of a regiment in battalion, iri parade, and in
column, and describe to you the employments of officers
and under-officers, that you may not be surprised at the
great number that are necessary . We will show you the
uniform that we propose to be given to our troops. It wiII
be ne.cessary, if our proposal meets with an agreeable
receptIOn, that our first men should be well dressed, that
the Canadians may be induced to inlist, and we will
immediately begin to dress, exercise ourselves, and raise
the first recruits.

The uniform that we propose to have is a white coat,
waistcoat and breeches; collar, facings and cuffs, blue; a
yellow button; hat embroidered with gold for the officers ;
a white eockade and black guetres.

The arms of an officer are a fusil, a bayonet, a sword,
cartouch-box: with straps, and a girdle of black leather.
The under-officersand Grenadiers will be armed with a fusil,
bayonet, sword in the cartouch-strap, and girdle of black
leather. The soldiers will be armed with a fusil, bayonet,
cartouch-box:, girdle for a bayonet, black straps for the car-
touch-box, plain hat and white cockade.

The drummers will be dressed in blue de roy; facings,
collar and cuffs white; the sleeve of the coat streaked with
thirteen stripes of different colours; armed with a sword;
a drum, with the arms of liberty; the sling of the drum and
girdle of black leather; and an embroidered hat.

The superiour officers in boots; and for arms a sword,
with a belt of black leather. The Grenadier officers,
together with their company, to have a fill' cap with a brass
plate engraved with a grenade in the middle; a plate like-
wise upon the cartouch-box: with a like engravour.

We shall wait your Honours' answer, to the end of com-
municating to you the order and discipline we propose to
have observed.

The under-officers, grenadiers and soldiers, should have
their knapsacks furnished with two shirts, two pair of stock-
ings, one pair of guetres, and two pair of shoes.

If ollr proposal, gentlemen, that we present but at the
instigation of many respectable gentlemen in your States,
should meet with your approbation,we could recommend
the hastening of OUl"commissions, that we might put our
troops intO such a situation as to march as soon as may be
under the ord'ers of your Generals.

Be persuaded, gentlemen, of the sincerest prayers which
we offer for your prosperity, and the continuationof the
successes that your conduct and experience merit.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
gentlemen,your mosthumbleservants, -

F ANEUIL,

MARCE,

COPPIR DE LA GARDE.

BANNAL DE LABOULBENE.

In Council, November 21,1776.

Read, and Ordered, That David Sewall and John
Whitcomb, Esqrs., with such as the honourable House shall
join, be a Committee to consider the same.

Sent down for concurrence:
JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.

In the House of Representatives, November 22, 1776.

Read, and concurred, and Brigadier Preble, Captain
Batcheldor, and Judge Cu,shing are joined.

- J. WARREN, Speake1'.

JOHN AVERY, Deputy Secretary.
A true copy.
Attest:

SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE EARL OF DUNMORE.
Whitehall, October 18, 1776.

My LORD: I have received your Lordship's letter to me

of the 4th September, by Major Cuyler, and had tlJe honoul'
to lay it before the King; and as I am sure it will be a
great satisfaction to your Lordship to know that your con-

duct in leaving Virginia is approved by his Majesty, I take
the opportunity of Major Cuyler's return to acquaint you
therewith.

I am, etc.,

To the Earl of Dunmore.

GEO. GERMAIN.

*
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LORI) GEORGE GEllMAI~ TO GENERAL SIR WILLIAM HOWE

Whitehall, October 18, 1776,

I have had the honour to submit to the King the pro-
posal contained in your letter to me of the 2d of September,
No. 25, for an augmentation of the corps of Hessian Chas-
seurs, commanded by Colonel Donop, and I have the satis-
faction to acquaint you that his Majesty is graciously pI!:Jased
to approve of what is proposed, and the proper steps will
immediately be taken for entering into a treaty with the
Landgra ve of Hesse for that purpose; and as I do not fore-
see any difficulty in effecting it, I have no doubt you will
receive them early in the next caJnpaign,

The arrangement you have made for a more exact
method of seuling tbe accounts of subsistence and contin-
gencies of the new levies, appears, to be very proper, but as
it belongs to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to
give directions upon that head, I have communicated to
their Lordships your letter to me, No. 24, and I have no
doubt you will receive their Lordships' approbation of the
commission you have given to Captain ]}lacken~ie, and the
appointment you have made him in consequence thereof.

I am &c. G G'
, EO. ERMAIN.

LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO GENERAL SIR WILLIA/II HOWE.

Whitehall, October 18, 1776,

SIR: I had infinite satisfaction in receiving from Major
Cuyler your publick despatch of 3d September, wherein
you inform me of the sucCess of the King's forces against
the Rebe]s upon Long-Lland.

. .

The behaviour of both Qfficersand soldiers, British and
Hessi(lns, was(as you well observe) highly to their hOI!our,
and has consequently obtained his Majesty's strongest
approbation.

COllscciol!sas you must be of having discharged your
dljty in a most distinguished and exemplary manner, you
will scarcely imagine that you are not included in the above
general description. To you, sir, however, I a~ com-
manded to signify, in more particular terms, the high opinion
which your Sovereign entertains .of your services on that
trying aoo glorious.occasion.

Those who in the early part of your life, from an obser-
vation of the inborn courage and active spirit which you
ma.njfestedin inferiuurcstatioqs, were led to form favourable
conjectures relative to your future exploits, will, with me,
be happy to find their expectations so fully answered, and
will be agreeabJy surprised to see you making such hasty
advances towards military excellence, by thus uniting to
the fire of youth all the wisdom and conduct of the most
experienced commander.

Such is the persuasionwhich I have of Vice-Admiral
Lord Howe's skill, and his attention to the good of the
service, that even though you had not particularized the
judicious movement of the ships on the 27th at daybreak,
I sbo,Qld.unrlouht,edly,have nevertheless concluded that his
Lordship had. availe,d hiJ(1se}fof every c5r.cumstance,and
made eYjJry manQ:)UVfew,hi<;h.Was likely to deceive or
annoy the Rebels, and to advance the,glory of his Majesty's
arms.

The. expedition, regularity and success with which the
debarkation of the troops and cannon were effected, at the
same time it does infinite honour to Lord Howe, who made
the disposition, reflects no small degree of credit upon Com-
modore Hotham, who had the conduct of that important
service. It was, indeed, natural to expect that both men
and officers, sensible as they are. that they were actin<1
under the all-inspecting eye of an Admira] whom they s~
deservedly love and admire, would exert themselves to the
utmost, and execute his Lordship's commands with punc-
tuality as well as cheerfullJess.

I beg leave to congratulate you on a victory to which
YOQso eminently coptributed, and have the honQur to be,
&c. , GEO, GERMAIN.

LORD GJ;:ORG.E.GE.R!\LU.NTO. SIR WILLIAM HOWE.
WhitehaIJ,Of'tober 18, 1776,.

SIR: It is impossible that any person who has duly
attended to your military conduct, and found it from your
entrance into the army invariably directed by an uninter~

!TIitte,dambitio.n to serve your King and couDtry, can
Imagme that your meritorious behaviour has been unnoticed
by his Majesty, or that his gracious approbatiolJ has not
bee,n freque~tly communicated to Y0l;1by his. Ministers in
their respectIve despatches.

~is Majesty, however, being desirous that the high sense
wlllch he has of your successful endeavours to. Serve him
should he still

..

O

.

f greater
.

notoriety, ha.s thought propel' to
afford you a more publick testimony of his Royal favour,
and ,has, therefore, out of his special re<1ard to merit
wherever it is found, been graciously pleased to nominate
you to be one of the Kni"ht's Companions of the most
honourable Order of the Bath.

. .. ...

. You will accordingly re~eive herewith the propel' iusig-
ma, together with a. dispensation for wearing them, and
also the statutesof the order.

.

I hav~ likewise the honour to transmit to )'o~ a letter from
Lord Viscount Weymouth, acldressed to Vice-Admiral Lord
Viscount Howe, which you will please to deliver to .hi3
Lordship.

.. ... ..

,Y 0\1 will l~ar.nfromthe enclosed copy thereof,that thl:}
Rmg h!!,sbeen pleased to direct his L.ordship to perform the
ceremO£lY of investing you witb the ensigns of the order.

You. will do ~e the justice. to believe me sincerely
happy m. conveymg to you. tlmi. additional ma.rk of 1)is
~ajesty's increasing approbation of your conduct, and will
&Ive me leav~ to 0fi.'e~you my most unfeigned congratnla-
tlons upon this unsolicited accumulation of your honours.

I am, &c., GEO. GE~'\IAJN,

Williamsburg, October 18, 1776,

It was last Tuesday resolved in the House of De]e<1ates
!hat six ne~ battalions ,of Infantry be raised and employed
m the C,o!]~mentalserVICe,upon the terms and according to
the requIsItion of the General Congress; and that provision
be made for completing the nine battalions formerly raised
and ex,t(:inQing the aMitioQal b()unty to 'stJch. 0.( th~m a~
sha1l be willing to. io]ist on th~ li~p. terms; and a bill is
ordered to be brought in pursuant to the said resolution,

JA/lIES NQVRSE. TO. GE.NER,A..I.GATE.$.

PiedmpJ)t, Virginia, October 18, 1776.

~EAR SIR: Mrs., Gate~ being here with Mr. Gates, in
their way to the n(lr ward, I take the opporttmityto expres~
my.hopes of your fav.oudng n;1gwith alip~ n.ow.an.d t1)eo.

, I thank you. for the respectable footing you hav~ estab-
lished our, affa,IJ;>,on, 011the Jakes. Y Olll: privat~ concern.~
he~e, 1 tlJln~, &0 on as Wc6ll as cap. be expected~when the
pnmum moblle IS from home. Y01).1'.oyersee.!' wpq\d make
rather abetterseco?dthan fi,fStuponthe plantatiQD. ShaH
theref()re talw th(;JIJberty to. Ioterfe)."c;more. with his maq(BU~
vresthan {chose to.dQthedfirstyear.

.. , ... ....

I am angry with you for nat taking my pi$tol~when you
ll,'ft here, asI1<\jely learn you wanted a pajr.

How like you theCons.titl!tiop.of the State?
Religion being likely to come ne1{[ uPQn the carpet, I

offer ,my servicEJs_for burge!>s,in the. room of Rutherford~
who IS chose~ Senator, Pe~dlf;tl)n, Hite, Willip, Henshaw,
are also candidates. There are tW? vacancies, Drew having
accepted a place. I burn to. kIck out the Athanasian
creed, to. which we o~e the exi~tence of. so many deisl$.
and atheIsts; and that, III the Pllblick worship, We rationally
adQre the one only self-e1{istent God, through Christ Jesu$.
, General Lee, you'1I he<lr, isarrived at New- York. Jost;ph
IS,ret?med to us from Philadelphia,for a Jew days. My
wife IS better, upon the whole, than usual. The chil-
dren are a1l ~el~. James is Captain of a Minute company,
an? seems mcl~ned;when we set about raising our bat-
ta!JQ[ls,of entermg mtQ the; Regulars, which, I apprehend,
will ?e easy, as several of IJls men are ready to attend him.
But If I should go to Williamsburg, can ont..iIly spare him,
However, I .on!y. purpos~ being there till I cal) get the
church of Vlrgmza established, and a freedom of cQnscience
and from tax for a1lother sects.

J.acobHite, you will find, ha:; met with an exemplary
punishment. John and Tom are gone ouUo seek after the
wreck of his fortune, and.aftel' the good ()ld womanalJd his
daughters.

When will our jnfatu~ted. cQU[]trymeo give over their
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oppression? Surely it is a great blot in the character ot
Lord Howe, to be their instrument in endeavouring to estab-
Jish tyranny. May the Almighty confound their devices,
and bless my friend with health and success, that we may
once more enjoy our tranquil retreat.

My wife desires her affectionate compliments. Joseph,
James, Kate, Chnrles, &c., &c., to No. 12, their respectful
ones; and I am, dear sir; sincerely yours,

JAMES NOURSE.

To Major-General H. Gates.

)Q.RYI,,\ND, COUNCIL QF 5A:FET," TO THE PRESID'£NT OF CON-

GRESS.

[No. n.] In Council of Safety, Annapolis, October 18, 17i6.

GENTLEMEN: We have it in command from Convention
to inform you that a Rifle company, on the Continental
establishment,is raised in Harford County, in this State,
but are in want of both guns and blankets; and to request
you would, by the first opportunity, let us know whether
you would have them march to Philadelphia to be sup-
plied, as it will be impracticable, in any reasonable time, to
furnish them here. Money will be wanted to supply them
with necessaries, and also to accommodate them on their
march.

For and on behalf of the Council, I have the honour to
be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

. DAN. OF ST. THos. J ENIFER, President.
To the President of Congress.

We have SQme flint stones, but cannot procure a manu-
factIJrer.

THOMAS BOND TO MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY.
October. IS, lii6.

~lR: I am to inform you that it is not in my power to
purchase blankets and linen fit for tents. Arms I have
about forty,but believeshall be able to procure as many as
the company may want. They will want some repairs.
The company is now up, and Captain Harris waits on
your Board for orders. I could have purchased blankets
and linen, but at a much higher price than the Council
thought reasonable. I have sent up to Pennsylvania, where
I heal' is linen and blankets, both country made; and as
the blankets is larger than those from Europe, I am afraid
they will fail. A5 to the blankets in Harford town, it is
l\!lcertain that the cornpany mentioned in your letter will
lel!ye any for CaFlain Harris.

I shQuld be much. obliged for a line from your Board.
Any thing in my power you may depend upon.

I am, sir, your hurobleservant, T BHaS. aND.

To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., &c.

CAPTAIN BOND TO MARYLAN:Q COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October 18, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Mr. Bailey, the Lieutenant of Captain
Deems'scOJOpany,intends to continue in said company, and
th~ me/I. of Nor-'s company are discharged, but must
go in the other. Th~men are strolling about town, and if
any officerexcept Ca ptain Deems was appointed, they would
inJisl during the war. Captain Deems tells me he has
orders fi'om you to inlist during that time; and if you think
propel' to appoint me, may take this for an application to
inlistfor the Same time. Excuse haste.

Your very humble servant, NATHANIEl.BOND.
To the hQnQurableCouncil of Safety.

}IARINE COMJ\:IJTTEE TQ CONTINE;NTAI. AGENTS.

In Marine Committee, Philade]phia, October 18, 1776.

SIR: Herein you will find enclosed two resolves of the
ContinentaL Congress, of which we have the honour to be
members, whereby you'll observe you are ordered to ac-
count with us from time to time for the Continental share
of all prizes received and sold by you as agent, and to pay
the amount thereof to our order. In obedience to tbis
resolve, we think proper to lay it down as a rule that you
state YOUI'accounts every three months, crediting therein
the Continental share of every prize whose accounts can be

settled and ineluded within that quarter of a year, and that
you add thereto a schedule cootaining an exact account or
state of all the prizes that then remain in your care whose
accounts are unsettled; and we desire that you will con-
slantly remit us undoubted good bills on this place as you
can meet with them, which will saVtf the trouble and risk
of sending money. In taking drafts, prefer those of the
Continental agents, Paymasters, and Commissaries, to any
othe1', provided they are drawn on the President of Con-
gress, this Committee, 01' any other publick board, for pub-
lick service. Next to these, undoubted good private bills,
but none others; and when neither one 01'the other can be
met with, inform us, and of the sums you have, that we
may give particular orders respecting the remittance or
application thereof.

By the other resolve you will find yourself under orders
of Congress to make a jost distribution amongst the officer$
and men concerned in taking each prize as soon after the
sales as possible, agreeable to the rules and regulations
made by Congress in this respect; and it is our duty to see
this punctuallycomplied with, as the service has already
su.ffered by delay. Therefore we desire you will always
make the said distributionsoonas can be after the sale, and
transmit us duplicates of the accounts and your proceedings
therein.

We shall allow you all.your just expenditures on-account
of the Continent, to be charged against their share of the:
prize moO'ey; but those charges must be supported by
vouchers.

Weare, sir, yoUI'obedient servants,
JOHN HANCOCK,
ROB. MORRIS,
ARTHUR MIDDLETON',
FRA. LEWIS,
GEO. WALTON.

To
John Lanl?don, Esq., Continental Agent, Portsmouth, N. H.
John Bra<tford, Esq., do., Boston, Massachusetts.
Daniel Tillinghast,Esq., do., Providence, R. l.
Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., Esq., do., New-London, Connecticut.
Jacobus Van Zandt, do., New-York.
John Nixon and John Maxwell Nesbit, Esq'rs, do., Philadelphia, Pa.
William Lux, Esq., do., Bal.ti,?ore, MafJ.a~d.. .
John Tazewell, Esq., do., WlI!iamsburgh, Virginia:;
Robert Smith, Esq., do., Edenton,

~

Richar~ Ellis,
.

E
.

S

.

q., do.,
.

Ne.wb~rn, N.Carolina.
Cornehus Harnett, Esq., do., Wilmington;
Livinus Clarkson and John D01'sins, Esq'rs., do., CharlestoW11,S. C.
John Wereat, Esq., Continental Agent, SavilllHah, Georgia.

Resolved, That the present Continental Agents do account
with the Marine Committee from time' to time for the Coo.
tinental share of all Prizes received and sold by tbem, and
tha.tthey pay the amountof such Prizes to the order of said
Committee.

Resolved, That the said Agents do make just distribution
of the share in all Prizes that apperta.in to the officers and
crews of the Continental ships-ot~war; agreeable to the rules
and regulations of Congress, as soon after the sales of each
Prize as possible. J H

.
OHN ANCOCK, Pres~dent.

MARINE COMMITTEE TOPRtZE AGENTS.
October 18, li76.

SIR: We havethe honour to enclose herein a resolve
of the Continental Congress, of which we are members,
whereby you will see we are empowered to order a proper
and just distribUtion of all prizes taken by the cruisers
General Washington caused to be fitted out on Continental
account, and also that we are aUthorrzed, or rather ordered,
to receive from the agents who received and sold the said
prizes,the Continental share thereof; and as we find you
have been employed as an agent in this business, we desire.
that yoo will immediately send us an account of the prizes
that have been put under your cart', with copies of the
decrees of the Court of Admiralty, inventories of ships and
cargoes, with copies of the accounts sales properly authentica-
ted, an account current foreach prize wherein you will credit
the neat proceeds, and charge tbe share appertaining to tbe
officers and creW3 who were interested in the capture; and
also the Continental share, agreeable to the rules and regu-
lations laid down by Congress; and a general account
current, wherein you will credit the Continent for their share
in every prize, and charge for all such remittances as you
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make to us in consequence of these orders, as well as for
any other just charge YOllhave to make against them. We
desire that you will remit to this Board whatever moneys
you have in hand arising from the Continental share of the
prizes put under your management. And as there are many
persons gone from hence to purchase prize goods, you may
procure drafts on this place from undoubted, safe, good men,
which will save the trouble and risk of sending the money;
or you may pay it in to the Continental Paymaster, at Bos-
ton, Ebenezer Hancock, Esq" and translnit us his draft on
the President of Congress; or the Hon. Thomas Cushing,
Esq., John Bradford, Esq., of Boston, or John Langdon,
Esq., of New-Hampshire, have occasion for money on our
account: their drafts on ourselves will be good, and the
sooner you make these remittances and render the accounts
the better. We must also enjoin you to make an imme-
diate division and distribution of that share of prizes that
appertains to the officers and crews that took them, agree-
able to and in strict conformity with the rules and regulations
of Congress, and that you transmit us as soon as can be
duplicates of those accounts, as it is our duty to see this
business perfected; other ways the maritime service of
America will suffer greatly by the discouragements from
delays in the payment of prize money, &c. Where any
part of the prizes have been applied to Continental lise,
that part must be valued and included at the valuation in
the new account of sales; if applied to the use of yours or
any other State, they must pay the valuation, and that be
incJuded in the account sales.

Expecting your compliance, with an answer to this letter,
we remain, sir, your obedient servants.
To William Bartlett, Esq., in Beverley.

William Wat!lon, Esq., in Plymouth.
John Wentworth, Esq., in Portsmouth.
Wintrop Serjent, Esq., in Cape Anne.
Messrs. Bartlett & Glover, in Lynn, Marblehead, and Boston.
John Bradford, Esq., Boston.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN JAMES ROBINSON.

October 18, 1776.

SIR: The honourable Congress having directed that you
should mIke a voyage under orders of the Secret Committee,
you are therefore to receive their instructions and comply
with them, giving us notice when the service by them
required is performed, that we direct your future operations.
During the present voyage we expect you will transmit us
any useful or important intellig-ence that comes to your
knowledge. You are to take good care of the Sachem, her
stores, pl'Ovisions,and materials; preserve good discipline
amongst your officers and men, but use them well. Treat
any that become your prisoners with humanity, and in due
time return copies of your journal and log-book into this
office.

Wishing you success, we are, sir, your humble servants.
To Captain James Robinson, of the sloop Sachem.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN HALLOCK.

October 18, 1776.

SIR: Congress having ordered us to consign you over to
the management of the Secret Committee for the present
voyage, YOll are to receive from them such orders as they
think proper to give, and fulfil the same. After doing so,
give us notice, that we may direct your future proceedings.
We expect you wi]], during this voyage, take good care of
the Lexington, her stores, provisions, and materials; that
you preserve good order and strict discipline amongst your
officers ~nd men, at the same time using them well. Treat
your prisoners, if any shall faJl into your hands, with human-
ity; transmit us accounts of any interesting intelligence that
comes to your knowledge, and in due time lodge in this
office copies of your Jog-book and journal.

We are, sir, your humhle sen'ants.

To CaptaIn William Hallock, of the brig Lexington.

CONSIDERATIONS ON THE PRESENT REVOLTED STATE OF

AMERICA, ADDRESSED TO ITS INHAIHTANTS AT LARGE.

Whilst America retained her aJlegiance, Great Britain
was the guardian of America; even since her revolt she has
proposed terms of reconcj}iation, and through his Majesty's

Commissioners, still leaves open the door for honourable
accommodation. But the Colonies have now levied war
against the parent State; that war must be prosecuted with
vigour, with effect, until Amerit;a submits to the .constitu-
tional authority of Great Britain.

The employing German Protestant troops (whose renown
for valour is equaJled only by their Prince's. firm and steady
aJliance to the King of Great Britain) is a measure at
this critical juncture full of true wisdom and good policy.
The deluded Colonists, running wildly after the shadow
of liberty, have lost the substance. The present armament
will restore the Americans to freedom-to that freedom
which i~ enjoyed under a Brit£sh constitution. It wiJl
relieve them from the most degrading species of tyranny,
Republican tyranny. Every dispassionate and well-dis-
posed American mllst despise the idea of Republicanism.
The experiment has already been made during the usurpa-
tion of Oliver Cromwell, and experience has showed it, by
the restoration of :King Charles the Second, to be totaJly
incompatible with the magnitude and majesty of a great
empire. It is a system of government fit only for the
citizen of a small State. Monarchy, limiterl Monarchy,
can alone preserve liberty to the subject, and give energy
to the government. ,

Let not, then, the deluded and deceived Americu7ls pas-
sionately foJlow courses that must lead them to destruction,
nOt'longer continue under the false persuasion that Great
Britain means .tomake them slaves, which their own senses,
if they will consult them, and the experience of their own
domestick situations, must contradict. But let them give a
friendly attention to the honourable declaration of his Ma-
jesty's Commissioners for restoring peace to America, and
let them accept the blessingsof peace upon such favourltble
propositions as will strengthen the union of the British
empire.

Then wiJI the fleets and armies that now occupy their
coasts and fl'Ontiers be no longer the scourge, but again
become the protectors as well as pride and glory of both
Great Britain and America. C AMILLUS.

New-York, October ]8, 1776.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 21, 1776.]

Harlem Heights, October 18, 1776.

SIR: I was yesterday morning honoured with your favour
of the 15th, with the resolutions of the 11th and 14th.
The latter, by which Congress have authorized me to appoint
Mons. Penet a brevet Aid-de-Camp, claims a return of my
acknowledgments.

Last night I received a Jetter from Mr. Varick, Secretary
to General Schuyler,enclosinga copy of one fromGeneral
Arnold to General Gates. The intelligence transmitted
by General Arnold being of an extremely interesting and
important nature, I thought it advisable to forward the same
immediately by express. You have a copy herewith, which
contains the particulars, and to which I beg leave to refer
you.

The accounts transmitted yesterday by post wi1\ inform
you of the movements of the enemy, and of the measures
judged necessary to be pursued by us to counteract their
designs. I have nothing to add on this head, except that
ten or eleven ships, which have been prevented passing
lIeU-Gate for two or three days for want of wind, are now
under way, and proceeding up the Sound. Among them
there appears to be two frigates, the rest probably have in
stores, &c.

Enclosed is a copy of the last general return I have been
able to obtain. It only comes down to the 5th instant.
The situation of our affairs, and the almost constant neces-
sity of sending detachments from one place to another to
watch the enemy's motions, have prevented the officers from
making them with regularity.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem, sir, your most
obedient servant, G WO. ASHINGTON.

. Schuyler Island, October 12, 1776.

DEAR GENEIlAL: Yesterday morning- at eight o'clock,
the enemy's fleet, consisting of one ship mounting sixteen
guns, one snow mounting the same number, one schooner
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of fourteen guns, two of twelve, two sloops, a bomb-ketch,
and a lar!Tevessel, that did not come up, with fifteen or
twenty fl~t-bottomed boats, or gondolas, carrying one
twelve or eighteen poun'der in their bows, appeared off
Cumberland Head. We immediately prepared to receive
them; the galleys and Royal Savage were ordered lIndeI'
way; the rest of our fleet lay at an anchor. At eleven
o'clock they ran under the lee of Valcour, and began the
attack. The schooner, by some bad management, fell to
leeward, and was first attacked; one of her masts was
wounded, and her rigging shot away. The Captain thought
prudent to run her on the Point of Valcour, where all the
men were saved. They boarded her, and at night set fire
to her. At half-past twelve the engagement became gen-
eral, and very warm. Some of the. e~emy's ships and all
their gondolas beat and rowed up withIn musket-shot of us.
They continued a very hot fire with round and grap~ sl)(~t
until five o'clock, when they thought proper to retire to
about six or seven hundred yards distance, and continued
until dark. The Congress and Washington have suffered
greatly; the latter lost her First Lieutenant, killed, Captain
and Master wounded. The New- York lost all her officers
except her_Captain. The Philadelphia was hulled in so
many places, that she sunk ab~ut one hour after the engage-
ment was over. The whole killed and wounded amounted
to about sixty. The enemy landed a large number of
Indians on the island and on each shore, who kept up an
incessant fire on us, but did little damage. The enemy had
to appearance upwards of one thousand men in batteaus,
prepared for boarding. We suffered much for want of
seamen and <Tunnel's. I was myself obliged to point most
of the guns o~ board the Congress, which I believe did good
execution. The Congress received seven shot between
wind and water, was hulled a dozen times, had her main-
mast wounded in t\Vo places, and her yard in one. The
Washinuton was hulled a number of times, her mainmastto .
shot through, and must have a new one; both vessels are
very leaky, and want repairing.

On consulting with General Waterbury and Colonel
Wigglesworth, it was though~ .prude,nt to return to Crown-
Point every vessel's ammumtlon bemg nearly three-fourths
spent' and the enemy greatly superiour to us in ships and
men.' At seven o'clock, Colonel Wigglesworth, in the
Trumbull, got under way, the gondolas and small vessels
followed, a~d the CQngress and Washington brought up the
rear. The enemy did not attempt to molest us. Mos~ of
the fleet is at this minute come to an anchor. The wmd
is small to the southward. The enemy's fleet is under way
to leeward, and beating up. As soon as our leaks are
stopped, th~ whole fleet will make, the utmost de~~atch for
Crown Pomt, where I beg you WIll send amIT~UnIUOn,and
your further orders for us. On the whole, I thmk we have
had a very fortunate escape, and have great reason to return
our humble and hearty thanks to Almighty God for preserv-
ing and delivering so many of us from our more than sa vage
enemIes.

I am, dear General, your affectionate, humble servant,
B. ARNOLD.

P. S. I had not moved on board the Congress when the
enemy appeared, and lost all my papers and most of my
clothes on board the schooner. I wish a dozen batteaus,
well-manned, could be sent immediately to tow up the
vessels in case of a southerly wind.

I cannot in justice to the officers in the fleet, omit men-
tioning their spirited conduct during the action. B. A.

PROCEEDINGS OF A COUNCIl. OF GENERAL OFFICERS.

At a Council of War held at the Head-Quarters of
General Lee, October 16, 1776:

Present: His Excellency General Washington.
M~jor-~enerals Lee, Putn~"!, !leath, ~p.encer, Sullivan.
Brwadler-Generals Lord Stu'lzng, Mi:fflzn, ~IcDougall,

Parso~s, Nixon, Wadsworth, Scott, Fellows, Clinton, Lin-
wln.

Colonel Knox, commanding Artillery.
The General read sundry Letters from the Convention

and particular members, of the turbulence of the disaffected
in the upper parts of this State; and also sundry accounts
of deserters showing the enemy's intention to surround us.

After much consideration and debate, the following ques-

tion was stated: whether, (it having appeare? that. the
obstructions in the North River have proved msufficlent,
and that the enemy's whole force is now in our rear on
Frog Point,) it is now deemed possible in our situation to
prevent the enemy cutting off the communication with the
country and compelling us to fight them at all disadvantages,
or surrender prisoners at discretion?

Agreed, with but one dissenting voice, (\'iz: General
Clinton,) that it is not possible to prevent the communica-
tion, and that one of the consequences mentioned in the
question must certainly follow.

Agreed, that Fort Washington be retained as long as
possible.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 13,1776.
(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)

The General expressly orders that the men have four
days' provisions ready dressed at all times; for which pur-
pose the Commissaries or the Deputies al'e to keep the
butchers constant]y, killing till such supply is had; and one
man from every mess is to be kept cooking. The com-
manding officers of regiments, and others, are most eal'llestly
request~d to see this order carried into immediate execu-
tion.

Supplies of ammunitiQn may now be had; so that any
officer who now neglects getting what is necessary, must be
accountable to his country and the men under his com-
mand.

When any regiments are about to march, they are to
have their tents struck, rolled up, and a guard under the
command of a careful officer to attend them. and the ba~-
gage, who is not, under any pretence, to leave them without
orders. .

As 'the enemy seem now to be endeavouring to strike'
some stroke before the close of the campaign, the General
most earnestly conjlll'es both officers and men, if they have
any love for their country, and concern for its liberties,
regard to the safety of their parents, wives, children and
eoulltrymen, that they will act with bravery and spirit,
becoming the cause in which they are engaged; and to
encourage and animate them so to <10,there is every ad van-
ta"e of ground and situation, so that if we do not conquer,
it ~nust be our own faults. How much better will it be to
die honourably fighting iri the field, than to return home
covered with shame and disgrace, even if the cruelty of the
enemy should allow you to return! A brave and gallant
behaviour for a few days, ai1d patience under some liU]e
hardships, may save our country, and enable us to go into
winter quarters with safety and honour.

The marching of some troops to King's Bridge makes it
necessary to reduce the picket to six hundred men, and the
fatigue proportionably.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 14, 1776.
(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)

Colonel Ba17ey's regiment is immediately to join General
Clinton's brigade, at present under the command of Colonel
Glover. Colonel Lippet's regiment is to join General
McDougall's brigade. Each of these regiments are to take
their tents and cooking utensils, and to lose no time. The
two Connecticut regiments under the command of Colonel
Storms and Major Greaves, now upon York Island, are to
be in readiness to march into West- Chester at a moment's
warning.

The brigades which will then remain on the island will
be in two divisions, the first composed of Heard's, Bealfs,
and Weedon's, to be under the command of Major-General
Putnam; tbe second, consisting of Lord Stirling's, Wad-s-
worth's and Fellows's, to be under the command of Major-
General Spencer.

General Putnam will attend particularly to all the works
and necessary places of defence, from the line whicb \~as
intended to be run across from Head-Quarters inclusi\'ely,
up to and including the works on the island above that
place, as far as hath usually been considered as belonging
to this division of the army. He will also attend particu-
larly to the works about ~Iount Washington, and to the
obstructions in the river, which should be increased as fast
as possible.

General Spencer is to take charge of all the works from
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lIeacl-Qualters to our front lines to the south, and attend
particularly to all weak places, seeing tbey are secured as
well as time and circumstances will permit. But as there
may be more fatigue men wanted in one division than the
other, they are each to furnish for such works as the Chief
Engineer s.lJalldirect, seeing that the duty falI equally upon
the officers and men of each division.

A report is immediately to be made by the commanding
officers of regiments to their several Brigadiers, of the state
Qf ready-dressed provisions, that if there be any neglect
or deficiency, the one may be pUhished and the other rec-
tified.

The Court-l\Iartial of which Colonel Weedon was Presi-
dent, is dissolved. A new one to be formed, Colonel
E.'wing to preside.

f,[ead-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, October 15, 1776.
(P~role, .) (Col\ntersign, .)

Colonel Joseph Reed's regiment is to join General
Mt;Dougall's brigade; and Colonel Hutchinson's, when the
work he is ordered to execute is finished, is to join General
Clinton's brigade, at present under the command of Colonel
Glover.

Sargent's, Ward's, and Chester's regiments, and the
regiment commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Storrs, are to
fpnp a . brigade, and be uoder the command of Colonel
Sargent.

ColQnel Storrs's, and the regiment under Major Greaves,
are to march immediately into West- Chester; the first to
join the brigade he is appointed to, tbe other to join the
regiments commanded by Colonels Douglass and Ely, and
wiih them be under the command of General Saltonstall,
8.SCQi!;melHQrseford's and Major Rogers's regiments are;
but to remain where they at present are till further orders.
These five regiments to compose General Saltonstall's
brigade.

The other two Connect~t regiments, encamped upon
Harlem river, opposite Head-Quarters, are, for the present,
from their situation, to be annexed to General Parsons's
bri~de, and be under his command.

. The brigades are now to be formed into divisions,those
On York Islq.nd as mentioned in yesterday's orders. Nix-
on's, McDougall's, and that commanded by Colonel Glover,
to compOse one, under the command of Major-General
Lf'-e; Parsons's, Scott's, and Clinton's, another, under the
command of Major-General Heath; Saltonstall's, Sar-
gent's, and Hrmd's, another, unper the command of Major-
General Sullivan; and the Massachusetts Militia another,
under the cOlpmand of Major-General Lincoln.

The General in mQst pressing terms exborts all officers
commanding divisions, brigades, and regiments, &c., to have
their officers and the men under their respective commands,
properly informed of what is expected from them, that no
confusion may arise in case we should be suddenly called
to aetion, which, tbere is no kind of doubt, is near at hand;
al)d he hopes and flatten; himself, tbat the only contention
will be who shall render the most acceptable service to his
country and his posterity. The General also desires that
tbe officers will be particularly attentive to the men's arms
and ammunition, that there may be no deficiency or appli-
cation for cartridges when we are called into the field.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Height.q, October 16, 1776.
(Parole, Burlington.) (Coul\tersign, Boston.)

. Head-Quarters, Harlem Height.q, October 17,1776.
(J'arole, .) (Col\utersign, .)
Tbere are a number of priming-wires and brusbes in the

Commissary's store near General Spencer's quarters, and at
King's Bridge; in the latter a number of pouches, which
are to be distributed among the brigades. The Brigadiers
are desired to send to tbose places where they may receive
priming-wires and brushes. The pouches are to be divided,
and each Brigadier is to send for his proportion as soon as
possible, and have them filled with spare cartridges.

As the movements of the enemy makes an alteration of
our position necessary, and some regiments are to move
towards them, the commanding and tbe other officers
of regiments are to see the following orders punctually
executed:

The tents are to be struck, and carefully rolled, the men

to take the tent poles in their hands; two tnen out of a com-
pany with a careful subaltern, to go with the baggage, and
not leave it on any pretence. No packs, (liniess of sick
men,) cbairs, tables, benches, or heavy lumber, to be pot
on the wagons. No person, unless unable to walk, is to
presume to get upon them. The wagons to nlove forward
before tbe regiments, tbe Quartermaster having first informed
himself from the Brigadier, or Brigade-Major, where they
are to pitch. Every regiment under marching orders, ro
see they have tbeir flints and ammunition in good order and
complete.

Lieutenant Nevins, of Colonel Tyler's regiment, is to do
the duty of Captain in the room of Major Chipman, lately
promoted.

Daniel Lyman, Esq., is appointed Major of Brigade to
General Fellows, and is to be respected accordingly.

A General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Ewing was
President, having convicted Lieutenanc Pose, of the Ran-
gers, of the scandalous crime of "conniving at plundering,
contrary to frequent and express orders," and sentenced
bim to be casbiered, the General approves the sentence,
and he is accordingly cashiered.

The same Court having convicted Corpom.1 George
Wilwn of "plundering Mr. Bushey's house, at Harlem,"
and sentenced him to receive thirty-nine lashes, the General
approves tbe sentence, and orders it to be executed to-mor-
rowan tbe parade, before the guards march off.. The
Provost Marshal to see it done.

Colonel Weedon's and Colonel Reed's regiments to join
Lord Stirling's brigade, immediately.

Major Parker, of General Hem.d's brigade, to attend the
works, and be excused other duty.

Head-Q.uarters, Harlem Heights, October 18; 1176.
(Parole, Stamford.) (Countersign, France.)

As the brigades of the army now move at such distance
from each other, that a punctual attendance at Head-Quar-
ters for orders cannot be expected, one Brigade-Major ftorn
each Major-General's division, is to attend as eocrlyin the
day as he can. The several Brigade-Majors, or Adjutants
who act as such, are to attend him at a: slated hout, and
then distribute the orders through the several brigades and
regiments, as fast as possible.

(Parole,
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 19; 17'1'6.

(Countersign, .).)

(Parole,
Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 20,1776.

.
(Col\l\tersign,.).)

UOBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Harlem Heights, October 18, 1776.

SIR: It heing evident that the enemy, who have landed
the main body of their army on Frog's and Fell's Points,
have digested a plan of penetrating into tbe country, and
forming a line in our rear, I have tbe honour to inform you,
by his Excellency's command, whose attention has been
called from hence this morning by their motions, that he
apprehends the Stockbridge Indians might render material
service here as scouting parties, if the situation of affairs in
the Northern army do not require their continuance there.
As the propriety of sending the whole or any part of them
down, will depend upon the intelligence of the enemy's
motions in Canada, and the prospect tbere may be of their
crossing tbe lakes, his Excellency means to submit it
entirely to your discretion and opinion, not wishing 'em to
be ordered here if you conceive that they will be wanted
tben~ from the appearance and complexion of things.

I am, &c., R H
.

H. . ARRISON.
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

P. S. His Excellency received Mr. Varick's letter of
the 14th by last night's po$t, and despatched an express to
Congress with a copy of General Arnold's to General
Gates.

ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF' INDIANS IN AME'R:tCA.

Having served in Amerim during the greatest part of
last war, I think I may, without vanity, presume to be a
tolerable judge of the best method of conducting the opera-
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tiof)s of a campaign in that country; and notwithstanding
the aversion which General Carleton is said to have to the
employing Indians in his army, yet I must freely give it as
my opinion, that nothing could tend more to render his
schemes successful tban a competent number of these men
under proper regulations.

Tbe employing a body of fifteen hundred or two tbousand
Indians would be attended with many and great advantages.
[ sh<lll content myself at present with pointing Ollt a few of
them. And first, such a body would effectually secure the
British troops from all kinds of surprise, by scouring the
woods for many miles round, and giving timely notice of
any danger before it arrived. No one who has not been in
America can conceive with what swiftness the Indians
scamper through tbeir woods, and with what certainty they
can distinguish objects at a considerable distance. The fact

. is that the Indians wiII distinguish objects in their woods at
twice, if not rhree times, the distance that Europeans can;
and this faculty (or, if you will, habit, as it is only tbe im-
pl'Ovement of a natural faculty) they acquire by their daily
J1mctice in pursuing their enemies or their game. In these
pursuits they are as swift and as sharp-sighted as lynxes,
and, I may add too, as cunning as foxesj for they will some-
times lie flat upon the ground, covering theinsel ves with the
leaves and branches of trees, and in this way wil1 remain
undiscovered till their enemy or their game is close upon
tbem, when they suddenly start up, and make sure of their
prey.

The security which such a body of Indians would give
to the King's forces, particularly by night, would be of the
last importance, as it would enable them to sleep as quietly
and as sound! y in camp as if they were at home in their
own beds; whereas when troops are in danger of being
every moment surprised, they may be said to dose rather
than to s]eep; and though the usual time might be allowed
them e\'ery night for rest, yet they are very little refreshed
by these broken slumbers, and in the space of a few days are
so totally exhausted as to be altogether unfit for action.

In the next place, these Indians might be employed in
distributing manifestoes among the inhabitants of the back
settlements, acquainting them with the approach of the
Royal army, which would restrain the factious, confirm the
)Vavering, and encourage the loyal and well-affected to
persevere in their pacifick intentions.

But the chief advantage accruing from such a body of
Indl:ans, is the terrourit would strike into tbe Colonists in
general; for nothing can exceed the idea they entertain of
a hostile visit from these savages. God forbid, I)owever, that
I should recommend the letting loose these barbarians in all
their native cruelty and ferocity. Rather than consent to
this, I would willingly forego all the benefits arising from
their service. But I think there is a possibility of using
them as hugbears, without allowing them to act as hell-
hounds, though this will require tire most delicate manage-
ment: it wilJ require the direction of a man open, frank,
generous, and affable, such as was that of the late Sir
UTilliam Johnson, who could rule and control the passions
of these Indians at pleasure; but whether this be the char-
acter of General Carleton is best known to those who are
personally acquainted with him, which is not the case of
yours, &c., A SOLDIER.

London, October 22, 1776.

excepted from the general censure, as he managed with
prudence and propriety. But Captain Tinker, with the
wind at south, and on the tide of flood when the ships coLTId
move, left his vessel, though stationed as a guard, to go up
to King's Bridge after some clothes, as he pretends. The
consequence was, that in the hurry and co'nfusionand long
before they were in danger, they left the galley aground,
though they might have burned or bilged her. The enemy
took possession of her in half an hour; and she, with the
other left under the like circumstances, will probably prove
the most formidable force they can have to oppose us on
the river. There was a place of safety provided for the
other galleys, which they might have got into, as well as
McCleave, but they passed it in their hurry.

I am, sir, by his Excellency's command, your most
obedient, humble servant,

JOSEPHREED, Adjutant-General.
Agreeable to your request, the General has dismissed Ca p-

tain McCleave and his crew. The other is up the river.

COLONF.L RICHMOND TO MARYLAND COUNcn, OF SAFETy.

Heights near Harlem, October 18,,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I this day receivedyour Honours' letter of
t.he' 11 th instant, communicating your instructions to stop
the money due to the State of Maryland ii'om the several
people mentioned in the accounts therein enclosed, amount-
ing to £3,675 17s. 5d. I will endeavour to do this as
soon as possible, but fear the whole cannot be received till
the pay for the months of September and October is issued
by the Paymaster-General. The men having suffered
great losses in clothes on Long-Island, will want the whole
of the money remaining due to them for July and August,
to procure such covering as is to be had. The pay abstract
of Continental. pay due to the battalion and Veazey's
company and Hindman's, (the battalion and Veazey's
company commencing 5th July, the time they were voted
into the service of the continent, and Hindman's the 26th
of same month, the time he received his last orders to
march, calculated to the 31st August,) amounts to £4,126
15s. 2d., out of which the Sljlte of ftilaryland, by the Pay-
master there, and through the hands of Colonel Smallwood,
has advanced upwards of sixteen hundred pounds, which
will be received for the State as soon as possible, and remit-
ted as soon as received.

The battalion and Veazey's company will have three
days' pay due to them from the State of Maryland, which
it is proposed to pay them out of the last-mentioned sum.
The money is ready at the Paymaster-General's office j but
on account of the alarm of the enemy's landing troops on
different parts of the main lands of this continent, from the
Sound, I have thought it advisab]e to put off receiving it
till our troops get a little settled in their new encampment
above King's Bridge, to which place they marched from
hence last Saturday.

You will be pleased to observe that the slim of two
hundred pounds charged in the accounts received from
you as advance Captain VlOazey, is not included in the six-
teen hundred pounds above mentioned, Colonel Smallwood
having paid him, at Philadelphia, half a month's pay for
his company, amounting to £118 17s. 6d., not knowing
that such a sum had been paid him at the commencement
of his march. Captain Hindman informs me received
ftilaryland pay to the 3d August; so that there will be due

COLONELREED TO GOVERNOURTRUMBULL. the State from that company the amount of the whole com-
Head-Quarters, October ]8,1776. pany's pay for eight days, viz: from the 26th of July to the

SIR: The very critical state of our army, and fi'equent 3d of August.
movements of the enemy, render it almost impossible for the With regard to the four Independent companies, viz:
General to write himself without neglecting more important Gunby's, Thomas's, Woolford's, and Bracco's, which have
duties. He therefore directs me to answel' your letter of joined the battalion lately, I do not know how to make out
the 14th, and to say tbatn the Captains of the galleys from their pay accounts against the continent, not having been
your State have misbehavli\ invariably fi'omthe first moment informed at what time they were considered as having
they came, to the time of their departure fi'om hence, about entered into its service. I have understood that most of
a week ago; that the accumulation of business and a hope the four received a month's pay advanced them at P/dla-
that they would retrieve their reputation prevented your delphia; but they have received none since they came
having an earlier information of their behaviour. Tbeyare here, nor do I expect they will till about the beginning of
now under the sentence of a Court-Martial for misbehaviour November, when they may possibly be paid up to the end
in the first attap,k made on the ships in tbe North River, of October, with the rest of the troops. I shall be very
and on every other occasion since have manifested such glad to be informed by your Honours, as soon as possible,
want of spirit and judgment as to be despised by tbewhole of the time these four companies entered the service of the
army. In the late affair, Captain McCleave must be continent, and also whether I am right or not in fixing the
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time of the battalion and Veazey's on the 6th, and Hind-
man's on the 26th, of July.

I will send you a particular account of the disposal of
the pay, now laying ready, as soon as I have paid off the
men and settled the account to that time. In the mean
time I shall execute any of your commands in the best
manner I am capable of; and am, with great respect, your

. very obedient servant, CHRIS'R RICHMOND.

To the honourable Council of Safety of 1Jfaryland.
P. S. CaptainScott informsme he paid a sumof money,

in part of the State's account against him, to Mr. Charles
Howard, credit for which is not given; and I think Captain
Adams paid some money to some person, in part of his
account.

GENERAL HEATH TO CAPTAIN HORTON.

King's Bridge, October 18, 1776.

CAPTAINHORTON:You will remain with the cannon
and howitzer which were ordered up with you, at the place
where you were directed to take post by the General, which
I suppose is to cover our ships and prevent the enemy burn-
ing them or cutting them out. If there is not a sufficient
number of men there to covel' them, upon your signification
of it they shall be sent to you. As soon as the ships are
got off, you wi]! return with the cannon, &c. Major
Crafts will return with his howitzer immediately.

I am, sir, your humble servant, W. HEATH.

DEPOSITIO:'< OF LIEUTENANT WILLIAM B. ALGER.

William B. Alger, a Lieutenant in Captain Darland's
company, in Colonel Humphrey's regiment, being duly
sworn and examined, says, that on or about the 3d of Octo-
ber, instant, he was at the hotlse of Jacob Deane, in Char-
lotte Precinct, in the Ni,!e Partners; that he asked the
said Deane whether he had any deerskins to sell; that tbe
said Deane told him he had, and accordingly laid out seve-
ral skins. That the man offered to part with the skins, and
that he, the deponent, agreed to give him the price he asked
for them; that the deponent asked him whether he would
not abate any thing of the price he asked; that the said
Deane told him that it depended upon what sort of money
he meant to pay him; that the deponent told him that he
meant to pay him in the money which was current, namely,
Continental money; that he had no other money. That
the said Deane said that he would not part with his skins
for that money; that he never has taken that money, and
never intended to. And further this deponent saith not.

WM. B. ALGER.

HENItY WISNER 'r0 'rHE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peekskill, October 18, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have been taking a view of the adjacent
hills this morning, at the entrance of the Highlands on the
south side, and find them capable of being made quite
defensible with very little expense.

The hill at the north side of Peekskill is so situated with
the road winding along the side, of it, that ten men on the
top, by throwing down stones, might prevent ten thousand
passing. I went on the top this morning, and rolled some
stones down; it made a most violent appearance; some of
them sprang twenty feet high. I believe nothing more need
be done than to keep great quantities of stone at the different
places where the troops must pass, jf they attempt pene-
trating the mountains. The troops that went over towards
Fishkill are returned. I believe it will be best to have the
greatest part of them stationed along between this and Tar-
rytown. Colonel Cortlandt is very busy getting things put
in a proper way for the subsistence of the troops. I am this
moment setting off for Fort 1Jfontgomery to get the Engineer
to come and assist us with his advice. I have procmed a
man who under~tands making flints. If Mr. Harper is not
gone home, I beg him to send a cart-]oad of the stone that
be told me of. If he is gone, pray write after him. I am
convinced that the man understands how to make them.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
HENRY WISNER.

To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of Convention of
the State of New- York, at Fishkill.

COLONEL SNYDER TO TIn: NEW-YORK CONVEIIo'TION.

Fort Montgomery, October 18, 1776.

Whereas, by a resolve of said Convention, bearing date
the 7th of September last past, it was ordered to raise six
hundred men out of the Militia of the several Counties
therein mentioned, and to form a regiment to reinforce the
garrisons at the Forts Constitntion and Montgomery in the
Highlands, under the command of the Field Officers
appointed by said Convention, to wit: First Colonel Johan-
nis Snyder, Lieutenant-Colonel John Bailey, Jun. And
whereas I have, immediately upon the receipt of said remlve,
met the several Colonels of the several regiments of Ulster
County, in order to agree what number of men each regi-
ment should raise in proportion of the two hundred men
ordered to be raised In said County of Ulster, and agreed
as follows:

Colonel Johannis Snyder's regiment, - 38 privates.
Colonel Jonathan Hasb1'Onck'sregiment, 62 do.
Lieut. Col. James lUcClaughry's regiment, 56 do.
Lieut. Col. Jacob Hornbeek's regiment, 44 do.

Total, 200
And whereas I arrived at this place (Fort iUontgomery)

the 27th of September last, with the quota of my regiment,
except five, who were sick and unfit, and, since my
arrival here, my regiment now amounts to the number as
follows:

From Col. Snyder's regiment, present 33 wanted 5
Fl'Om Col. Hasbrouck's do. - do. 17 do. 45
From Col. McClaughrey's do. do. 44 do. 12
"'rom Col. Hornbeek's do. do. 24 uo. 20
From tbe County of Albany, arrived III do. 39
From the County of Dutchess, do. 87 do. 88
"'rom the County of Orange, do. 63 do. 12

Present 379 wanted 221
GENTLEMEN:Tbere is a true state of my regiment, nolV

under my command, whereof three companies are stationed,
by General Clinton's orders, at Fort Constitution, under
the command of Colonel Bailey. Gentlemen, I think it
necessary that your bonourable Board should issue your
orders to the several Field Officers of tbe several Counties
to order the deficiency of their quota of men immediately to
join my regiment. If tbat should not be the case, there is
no prospect for raising of men for the futme, for the best of
men are chiefly already in the service, and those tbat are
rather disaffected to the cause decline, and will not go even
if it fell to their lot by baUot; and it appearS to me, that
the Field Officers ha\'e liule or no concern about it, for I
never received as much as a return from any of tbe Field
Officers, wbether they had raised and ordered their quota of
men to join my regiment. So, gentlemen, I shall rest tbis
matter to yom superiour wisdom, and shall conduct myself
agreeable to your directions, and remain, gentlemen, your
humble servant, J ' s C 7 1OH SNYDER, o,one ,.
To the honourable Convention of tbe State of New-York,

now convened at tbe Fishkill.

COLONEL SNYDER TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Montgomery, October 18, 1776.

GENTLE)IEN: Whereas, by resolve of your honourable
Board, bearing date the 7th September last past, I am
appointed Colonel, to command six hundred men, to be
raised in the several Counties therein mentioned, to reinforce
the Forts Constitution and JJlontgomery in the Higblands;
and whereas I arrived here the 21th of said September, and
the several officers appointed by the Field Otficers of the
several Counties, now here present, and at Fort Constitu-
tion, are as tollows, to wit:

In the County of Ulster: Captain, Frederick Schoonmaker;
his First Lieutenant, Daniel Gttlwm; his Second Lieute-
nant, Cornelius Van TVagener. Captain, William Tclfort;
his First Lieutenant, WilLiam Kuddeback; his Second Lieu-
tenant, Hendricus Feerpenning, Jun. Captain, .MattheU!
Johnson, Jun.; First Lieutenant, ; Second Lieute-
nant, Evert Hoffman.

In Orange County: Captain, James Sawyer; First
Lieutenant, George Luckey; Second Lieutenant, Gilbert
Veail.

In Dntchess County: Captain, Thomas Storm; First
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ADDRESS OF TilE LORD MAYOR, ETC., OF TUE CITy OF YOi!.1:

TO THE KING.

St. James's, October 19, 1776.

The following Address of the Lord Mayor, Recorder,
Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Commons, of the City of York, in
Common Council assembled, having been transmitted to the
Earl ofSuffalk, one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of
State, has been presented to his Majesty; which Address his
Majesty was pleased to receive very graciously.

To the King's Most Excellent ~ItIajesty.

The humble Address of the Lord Mayor, Recorder, Alder-
mtn) Sheriffs, and Commonsof the City ofY ORK,in Com-
mon Co~mcilassembled:
M~sT GRACIOTJSSOVEREIGN:We, your Majesty's most

dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lord Mayor, Recorder,
Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Commons, of your ancient city of
York, beg leave, with joyful hearts, to congratulate your
Majesty upon the late glorious success of YOUI'forces in
America.

We regard, with just indignation, the avowed and hostile
defiance of some of your Majesty's Colonies to the legal
authority of the mother country, by which they have been
so liberally cherished and supported, and from which they
derive the most signal advantages. So ungrateful a defec-
tion, aggravated by such acts of violence and cruelty that
it became dangerous to be loyal, obliges us to acknowledge
the justice of coercive measures, at the same time that we
lament their necessity. But we trust that by the wisdom
of your Majesty's councils, and the terrour of YOUl'arms, the

New-London,Friday,October18,1776. authors of this unnatural rebellion will speedily be subdued,
Last ltlonday a regiment of Continental troops, com- your Majesty's faithful American subjects fi'eed from oppres-

manded by Colonel Richmond, arrived here /i'om Rhode- sion, and those who have been cieh,lded by faction will, by
Island.

.
a timely submission,become fit objects of your royal clem

Last Saturday the wife and daughter of one John Hill, ency and benevolence.
a prisoner confined in Boston jail tor being concerneci with Permit us, sir, to assure your Majesty, that our hearts are
Crean Brush and others in robbing the inhabitants of Boston wal'm with affection for your royal person, family, and
when that place was evacuated, came to this town from Government; that we are zealous friends to law, liberty,
Providencl! by water, and were endeavouring to get a pas- and order; and determined enemies to faction, licentiousness,
sage to tbe west end of Long-Islcmd, but were stopped by and sedition; and that we regard the honour and dignity of
the Committee of this town, and on examination were found your Majesty's crt:>wn, and tbe supreme authority of the
upon them sundry papers containing matters of intelligence British Legislature, as the great pillars of that excellent
respecting the people and state of th!:1country, sent from said Constitution on which depends the freedom and prosperity
Hill and others in Boston to GeneralHQwe. It appears, of every branch of the British empire.

-

Lieutenant, Elialcam Barman; Second Lieutenant, not
returned. Captain, Ebenezer Husted; First Lieutenant,
John Wilson; Second Lieutenant, David Ostrom.

In the County of Albany: Captain, !thamar Spencer;
First Lieutenant, Henry Irwin; Second Lieutenant, John
Murray. Captain, John Williams; First Lieutenant, Philip
Staats; Second Lieutenant, Peter Van Berregan.

And whereas, by virtue of said resolve, I have appointed
David Bevier Adjutant, and Coenraedt Jo. Elmendorph
Quartermaster; and I conceive it necessary the gentlemen
appointed as above should have commissions from your
honourable Board, in order to confirm their appointments,
and also to exercise their power more satisfactory to their
men under their command; therefore I desire your favour
to make out the commissions for tbe several gentlemen
above appointed in their ranks, and send the commissions to
me by the bearer hereof, Lieutenant Daniel Graham, who
is sent for tbat purpose; and your so doing you will oblige
vour humble servant, J ' S C l 1J 0:8 SNYDER, o one .

. I
To the honourable Convention of the State of ~ew- York,

nOWconvened at the Fishkill.

GENERAI,. SCfj:UYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.
Saratoga, October 18, 1776.

SIR: General Waterhury, who is prisoner on his parole
is on his way from Albany to Connecticut. I have advised
him to go directly from Albany to you. He is capable of
giving you that information you requested in your last
favour to me. He is not only a brave and good officer, but
a candid and honest man, uninfluenced by any unbecoming
prejudices. He will also acquaint you with tbe state of
our affairs at Ticonderoga.

I am, most respectfully, sir, your obedient and very
bumble servant, PH. SCHUVL)<:R.

To the Hon. Jonathqn Trumbull, Esq., &c., &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, October 18, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: As too much precaution cannot be had
to prevent the enemy's ships fro(ll getting into your rear,
and thereby intercepting your supplies, permit me to sug-
gest the necessity of throwing one or more booms acrOS3
from tbe redoubt to 11'[ountIndependence; but lest booms
should be insufficient, it would be well to anchor large rafts
of timber in the channel.

Strong parties should be sent out to meet and escort the
cattle that al'e now on the way up. Hereafter, the cattte
will go to Skeensborough; and as the weather will soo? he
such as to preserve meat, I propose that they shall be kIlled
there, and the quarters sent to you.

By this express I send orders to Colonel Gansevoort to
kill what cattle there may be at his post, and to send them
over to you.

The difficulty of keeping the Militia without any tents
or other shelter will be extreme; and if you should discover
that the enemy do not mean to attack you, I wish to he
advised of it the eadiest possible.

I am, dear General, very sincere]y, your most obedient,
humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

from the papers found upon them, that they had been pos-
sessed of other papers, which they had secured or destroyed.
They were both sent back with the papers, under a proper
convoy, to the place from whence they Came.

The Montgomery privateer belonging to Provl:dence, has
taken and sent into this port a schooner Ii'omCape Nichola
~fole, bound to Halifax, having on board nine thousand
gallons of molasses and six thousand weight of sligar. The
privateer had been out but twenty-four hours when she took
this vessel.

COMMODORE 1I0PKINS TO CAPTAIN J. PACL JONES.

New-Port, October 18, 1776.

SIR: The owners of Captain Dennis's sloop have delivered
two of the men which signed their aI"ticles, and have given
sufficient security that they will not carry away any of the
men belonging to the fleet. If you find any men on board
that do belong to the fleet, take them out and then dis-
charge the sloop. As there are some of the owners that are
men of honour, and will not do any such thing, it will be
hard that they should suffer for one man that has behaved
out of character. So that upon the whole think it best to
let the sloop and her people go.

I am your friend and humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS, Commander-in- Chief.

To John P. Jones, commander of the Providence, or Hays-
teed Hacker, Esq., commander of the Hamden.

Newburyport, October 18, 1776.

Yesterday came in here a prize brig bound to 1Yh.ite-
Haven, laden chiefly with mahogany. She was taken about
a fortnight ago by the Hancock privateer, Captain Wingate
Newman, from this port.
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED DUBLIN, OCTOBER 19, ]776.

By a letter from Lisburne, dated October 15, we learn
that an American privateer came to anchor in the harbour
of Newhaven the 13th instant, and demanded provisions, for
which payment was offered. She mounted eighteen car-
riage guns, and one hundred and five men on board, and is a
new vessel well huilt. She remained but a few hours, then
weighed anchor, and sailed to the northward.

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant having signified to
the Lord Mayor th<.lt his Excellency had appointed the
Lame armed cutter, Captain Cunningham, to convoy the
trade to London, his Lordship gave proper notice accord-
ihgly to the merchants and captains of ships.

ALEXANI>RIA (FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE TO

THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read November 4, 1776: Referred to the Board of War.]

Virginia, Fairfax County, October 17, 1776.

SIR: At the request of tbe inhabitants of the town of
Alexandria, I take the liberty to trouble you with the
enclosed order of the Virginia Council, understanding that
"Messrs. Hughes, of Frederick County, ltlaryland, (who
are the only persons in this part of the Continent to be
depended on for cannon,) are under contract with the Con-
gress for all the cannon their works can possibly make in a
year, and having no other means of carrying the above-men-
tioned order of Council into execution, the inhabitants of
the said town humbly beg leave through you, sir, to repre-
sent their case to tbe honourable the Congress, and pray
for an order to~lessrs. IIughes, to furnish them with the
cannon wanted, out of those engaged for Continental service.
They are unacquainted with the terms of Messrs. Hughes
contract, but if the price is more than thirty-five pounds,
Virginia currency, per ton, the rate our Council have pre-
scribed, they will pay the difference themselves. If the
Congress is pleased to indulge them with such an order, the
sooner it can be granted the better, as the fortifying the said
town will be vel')' advaIitageous to the trade of great part
of Virginia and lUaryland, and give considerable encour-
agement to foreign adventurers, by affording them protection
at a good port where they can speedily procure cargoes of
country produce.

I beg the favour of an all3\Ver as soon as convenience will
permit; and am, with much respect, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, G. ]\'lASON,

Chairman of Pairfax County Committee.

'Villiamsburg, in Council, September 7, 1776.

The Board having considered the petition of the inhabit-
ants of the town of Alexandria, setting forth among other
things their defenceless condition, though accessible to
ships-of-war under forty or fifty guns, and praying that they
might be permitted to purchase at the publick expense six-
teen iron Cannon, viz: ten eighteen-pounders, and six nine-
pounders, to be mounted on two'substantial Batteries which
had been lately erected on advantageous situations in that
town, and which are now completed, with proper embra-
sures for Cannon, directly under which the channel of the
river runs, so that no ship can pass at much more than a
quarter of a mile distance; and that they might also be
allowed to purchase in the same manner, two small Forges
for heating the nine-pound shot, with a sufficient quantity
of Ordnance Stores; and further praying, tbat out of the two
Militia companies now in the said town, there might be
formed one Artillery company, to consist of fifty matrosses
with proper officers, to be duly exercised at the said Batteries
twice a we.ek, and to receive, only when on duty, the same
pay with other Artillery companies:

Ordered, That the petitioners be accordingly permitted
to purchase the Cannon, Forges, and Ordnance stores afore-
said, taking care not to exceed thirty-five pounds per ton,
for the Cannon, including the expense of proving the same,
and to procure the same as much lower, and the other
articles as cheap, as possible.

The Board do not think themselves authorized to order
an Artillery company to be formed, and therefore I'f~ferthat
part of the petition to the consideration of the General
Assembly, which will sit prohably as soon as the several
articles above mentioned can be procured.

Copy-test: ARCH'O BLAIR, Clerk.

CHARLES RU~ISEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

EJk River, Cecil County, October 19, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN: The Northern posts leaving this place
before the arrival of the .southern, 1 can't answer any of
yom directions, as no letter has come to hand.

The company Ollt of my battalion will be ready in two
days at most, as I have purchased blankets, guns, and
kettles, since which we have received from Mr. Gerrard
Hopkins kettles and three tents, very thin.

Y ollr particular directions shall be obeyed by, genLiemen,
your most obedient, humble servant,

CHARLES RUMSEY.

To the honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Anna-
polis.

A~IOS GARRETT TO ~IATTHEW TILGH~IAN.

Swan Creek, October 19, 1776.

SIR : You have on the other side the copy of my last I
sent two days ago, with a man to be sent to Baltimore for
tbe stores for Captain 1IoZland's company. The company
has had a meeting yesterday, and ha ve concluded to set off
for the camp next Wednesday.

On their meeting, their arms has been reviewed; and what
are cqncluded to be carried, and what can be collected, will
call 101"more money than I have got for that purpose. Two
of the gentlemen that agrees to assist me being on the
inquiry for blankets, &c., Captain Holland has signified to
me tbat to expedite their departure, he thinks it expedient
to request the Council of Safety to forward up a further
slim for that purpose. Mr. James 1lall waits on you, and
if it is agreeable, a further sum of one or two hundred
pounds may be sent up, which I will account for in _ tbe
equipment of that company.

Having no Quartermaster to attend them, there must be
provision made for their subsistence to where they can be
supplied. If you send the money, YOll will direct how to
be employed if more than necessary for the company's
expense.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
A~IOS GARRETT.

N. B. There are twelve muskets fixed at Mr. Richard
Dallam's fi1Ctory. P]ease to order if to be taken for tbis
company.

THOMAS WHARTON, JUN., TO COI.ONF.L CADWALLADER.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, October 19, 1776.

SIR: Frequent complaints ha\'ing been made to tbis
Board that the officers who have received the pay of the
Ifrivates do withhold their money from them, to the great
injury of the service, as it tends to discourage the soldiery
and unfit them for duty, and is certainly an unjust, base
conduct, beneath the character of a good officer and an
honest man, this Board is determined to discouraO"e all. 0

such unworthy practIces, and to make an example of any
officer who shall be found guilty. We therefore request
you wiJI make particular inquiry into the conduct of your
officers, and report such, if any have withheld the monthly
pay from tbeir m~n; and in future we earnestly recommend
to you a strict attention to this matter, so as to prevent CC1m-
plaint of this kind.

By order of tbe Council:
THOS. "V HARTON,Jun., President.

To Lieutenant Colonel Lambert Cadwallader.

JOSIAH BARTJ.ETT TO JOHN LANGDON.

Philadelphia, October 19, 1776.

DEAR SIR: This will be handed you by Captain Roche,
who has at length finished his business here, and got orders
for you to build another ship, as you will see by the letters
from the Marine Committee to you.

After I wrote you last Tuesday, I received yours of the
30th ultimo, and desired the clerk of the Secret and Marine
Committee to take out from tbe books the sums of money
you have received of each of those Committees. The SUIll
you have received of the Secret Committee is tweuty-fivl~
thousand dollars; but the clerk was so enO"aO"edhe could
not give me the other account at this time; °w1'1ltry to send
it you next week.
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I mentioned in the Marine Committee that you were
desirous to know whether you were to allow any passenger
or seaman on board any of the prizes their adventures, or
private property, more than the wages to the seamen agree-
able to the resolve of Congress.' They informed me they
had not given any orders about it, and that it was not in
their power to give any orders different from the resol ves of
Congress, yet it seemed to be the desire of the Commiuee
that such passengers and seamen as behaved thems.elves
decently should be dealt well by, and not stripped of
every thing that might be taken from them by the rules
of war.

As for news, I have none at present to communicate.
We have had no certain accounts from our calJ1p at Har.lem,
since the 13th. There are some flying accounts, but Cap-
tain Roche, as he passes that way, will be able to give you
a true account of our affairs there.

A great number of foreigners, especially French officers,
are daily almost arriving here, and requesting to be employed
in our army, many of whom are well recommended.

Colonel Whipple is not arrived here yet. I shall look
for him every day now till I see him, when I shall return
home, and, after your example, enjoy the pleasure of resi-
ding in my own country in future.

Remember me to all friends, and be assured that J am

Your affectionate friend, J BOSIAH ARTLETT.

better in health than I was for four orP S. I am much
five weeks.

GEORGE TAYLOR TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

. Shrewsbury, October 19, 1776

SIR: I herewith send you by the bearer,Captain Smock,
six prisoners, which I took out of a schooner which was
drove on shore the 14th instant, on the Jersey shore, near
where J was stationed to guard the coast. As to particular
circumstances, refer you to said Captain Smock. I have'
given an account of the vessel and cargo to General ftilercer,
and make no doubt but it came to hand. I have orders /i'om
the General to take care of the vessel till further orders.
As to the vessel's hull, it lies exposed and likely to be lost
the first eastwardly storm. She might, perhaps, be sold to
the advantageof the ownersor publick, whoeverit is that
is to have the benefit. Your directions in the above shall
be my particular guide. I have also sent one Captain
~loore, a gentleman who was on board the schooner when
taken; he appears to be a man in distress, therefore I ha\'e
taken the liberty to send him amongst the rest, as it can't
be but very little odds in the expense. Should be obliged
to YOUI'Honour to payoff the Captain's account of travellitl!;
expenses, &c.

J am, with much esteem, your very humble servant,
GEO. TAYLOR.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

GENERAL MERCER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

(Read 21st October, 1776.]

Perth-Amboy, October 19, 1776.

SIR: General Washington has, by his instructiQns just
now come to Iland, directed that some of the Hessian
prisonersshould be permitted to make their escape for the
purpose of distributing the advertisements of Congress
alDonO" their countrymen in the army. As the prisoners
were ~ent off yesterday, it is probable that Mr. Lodowick,
who is entrusted with this, will not overtake them before
they have I'eached Philadelphia. You will then please to
determinewhether it may not be more eligible to let the
Hessidns rest a few days,to form an acquaintance with
some of their countrymen who have experienced the advan-
taO"esof free government, and then to exchange, or induce
so~neof them to return to tbeir corps, as having escaped
from confinement. I have directed tbat if any of tbe Hes-
sian prisonersare willingto join their regiments, and to take
over some of the advertisements to show their countrymen,
that such men may be immediately ordered to this post in
compliance with the General's instructions. But if they
have reached Philadelphia, he is to take the sense of Con-
gress in the further prosecution of this affair. What adv,er-
tisements I bad, have been several weeks ago sent over to
Staten-Island.

The fleet mentioned in my letter of the 17th, proves to
be one hundred and fifty sail, gone up to York. Some
more ships appear to be coming in to-day.

I have the honour to be, sit., your mas.! obedient servant,
HUGH MERCER.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

Besides the return transmitted to Congress, we have
brought off from Staten-Mand thirty muskets, four pistols,
four hangers, and three bayonets, also one standardof Light-
Horse.

Return of eleven Companies of the Regiment of Artillery,
and one Colony Company, in the service of the UNITED
STATES m' AMERICA, commanded by HENRY KNox, Esq.,
Camp below KING'S BRIDGE, OCTOBER 19, 1776.
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Since the last, one man, returned a deserter, has joined his company.
Dr. Stevenson appointed Sura-eon 17th inst.
Those on command are in the Jerseys. on the heights beyond King's

Bridge, with the several divisions of the Army, and at Fort .lfIont-
gome1'y,

HENRY KNox, Colonel.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM FORT LEE, (LATE FORT CON-
STITUTION, BUT NOW ALTERED BY GENERAL ORDERS,)
DATED OCTOBER 19, 1776.

Yesterday's affail' was honourable to tis. Three regi~
ments, Glover's, Reed's, and Shepherd's, of :ftiassackusetts,
under Colonel Glover, who commanded the brigade,* were

"October 18, 1776.-The regiment. at WestcMst". Causeway had been
relieved by another, The officer on command there this morning sent
up an express to General Heath, informing him that the Briti,yh were
opening an embrasure in their work at the end of the causeway, and
that he apprehended t}ley intended, under a cannonade from this, to
attempt to pass. General Heath ordered one of his aids to a-allop his
horse to the officer commanding the brigade, near Volentine's, t~e nearest
to JVestchester, and order him to form his bl;gade instantly. Arriving
himself by the time the brigade was formed, he ordered the officer to
march with the utmost expedition to the head of the causeway, to
reinforce the troops there, himself moving on with them. When the
troops had advanc.ed to about half the way between the head of the
creek and the post at the head of the causeway, another express met
him, informing him that the whole British amlY were in motion, and
seemed to be moving towards the-pass at the head of the creek. Upon
this, the brigade was ordered to halt, the whole to prime and load, and
the rear regiment to file off by the left, and march briskly to reinforce
the Jlmericans 'It the pass at the head of the creek. At this instant
General Washington came up, and having inquired of General Heath thc
state of thin;;s, ordered him to return immediately, and have his division
formed ready for action, and to take such a position as might appear
best calculated to oppose the enemy, should they attempt to land another
body of troops on .'I'IOl'risania, which he thought not improbab]e. Gen-
eral lIeathimmediately obeyed the order.

The wind was now fresh at southwest. The British crossed to the
other side of P,'og's .Veck, embarked on board their boats, crossed over
the cove, landed on Pcll's A'eck, and moved briskly upwards. Three or
four of the .'lmerican regiments advanced towards them, and took a good
position hehind a stone fence. When the British had advanced suffi-
ciently near, they gave them a. pretty close fire, which checked them,
and even ohliged them to fall back; but being immediately supported,
they returned vigourously to the charge. The action was sharp for a
short time, hut the ,�lmericans were soon obliged to give way to superi-
our torce. Shepm'd's, Read's, Baldwin's, and Glover's regiments had the
principal share in this action. The .Jlmel'icans had between thirty and
forty men killed and wounded; among the latter, Colonel Shepard in the
throat, not mortally, although the ball came well-nigh effecting instant
death. The loss of the Briti.-h was not known, but must have been
considerable, They advanced almost to Joi'ew-Rochelle, and halted. The
Jlmerican army extended its left

A number of boats went down towards Mw-York. It now became.
necessary immediately to quit the position in the neighbourhood of King's
Bridge, the British beina- III the rear of the left of our army; and it is
not a little unaccountabfe that.' they did not attempt to stretch themselves
across to the Hudson, which mi('ht have been rlone with great ease.
They only moved higher up on tne other side of the little ri.ulet Brunx,
which was generally fordable. The JVhite-Plains were fixed upon for
the next position of the .lJmel'ican army. A strong- garrison was to be
1eft at Fort Wa,'hington, and General Heitth was t" leave one of his regi-
ments to garrison Fort Independence.-Heath.



1131 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, tire., OCTOBER, 1776. 1132

advanced under cover to receive the enemy, marching out
towards the country. Colonel Shepard was well covered
under a wall, and at thirty or forty yards gave their Grena-
diers and Infantry an unexpected heavy fire, then a second
and third, which broke the enemy 50 much tbat they I'3n
away as fast as they could, in confusion. They returned
with field-pieces and outflanlwd our party, which occasioned
our people to retreat to a short distance, where they rallied
well and kept their ground against their cannonade and
numbers. Our men bebaved with remarkable spirit and
coolness, and I think are in a good way to do great things.
We lost a few, thirty or forty killed and wounded. Two
deserters from the enemy say they lost one thousand, but
really I have the best opinions to believe they lost one
hundred and fifty or upwards, as our men fired with great
coolness at a good distance. They are trying to surround
us. It won't be easy; and I am mistaken if they don't
meet some severe rubbers.

HENRY WISNER TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Peekskill, October 19,1ii6.

GENTLEMEN:We have been so unfortunate as not to
receive a line /i'om you since we left Fishkill. Dikeman
was here this morning, said he had a letter forus, but Colonel
Cortlandt and myself were both out, and he took the letter
with him. Cergeer was also here, said he had a letter for
us but had lost it. Mr. Machin is here. We have, with
hi:n, been taking a further view of the adjacent hills. He is
fully of opinion with us that the building any fortifications
in tbis part of the country would be labour badly spent, and
worse than lost.

I have been at Fort :/tlontgomery and at Red-Hook. If
two eighteen or twenty-four pounders were placed at Red-
Hook I believe the British ships might be kept from
anchorinO'in Peekskill Bay, and by that means the navi-
gation to°Peekskill might be kept open; and in my opinion
unless that can be done, the fort at Red-Hook had better
never been bui1t. Howe\'er, I believe it would be right
to try to get them. There is several vessels at Fort
Constitution ladened with boards, brick, lime, &c., for the
use of the army. They might very safely be brought down,
while the winds hold northwardly, but they will not come
without your advice.

Colonel Cortlandt is now at Croton, and has been so
much eoaaged that he has not had time to join me in any
letter ye~. Yesterday the King's ships hoisted sail and
came up several miles, but the wind sprang up to the north-
west, and they came to below Verplanck's.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
HENRY \V ISNER.

To Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of Convention.

ROBERT HODGE TO JOHN M'KESSON.

Fishkill Landing, October 19, 1776.

SII~: The evening before last, when we had the pleasure
of your company, through mistake you carried away the
key of one of the rooms of the store. By sending said key
with the gentleman who will deliver this to you, it will
oblige Mrs. Bu,~h. I am, sir, your most humble servant,

ROBERT HODGE.

To John McKesson, Esq., Secretary to the Convention, at
Fishkill.

NEW-YORK COM!lUTTEE OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT OF
CONGRESS.

In Committee of Safety, Fishkill, October 19, 1776.

SIR: I am dil'f~cted by the COlJJmittee of Safety of the
State of New- York to transmit the enelosed copy of a
letter this moment received from Major-General Schuyler, at
Ticonderoga. You wilJ please to communicate the same
to Congress.

I have the honour to be, sir, you\' most obedient and very
humble servant P R I P .J' ETER. . ..lIVINGSTON, rest ent.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Conti-
nenta] Congress.

Saratoga, October 16, 1776, six o'cJock, afternoon.

SIR: By letters from Generals Gates and ArnolJ, I am
advised of the total destruction of our fleet on Lake Cham-

plain, and that it is beyond doubt that the enemy mean to
attack our army at Ticonderoga. I have written to Gen-
eral Ten Broeck to march up the Militia under his com-
mand, and I have also applied for that of the neighboming
States. General Gates wished to be sustained by an army
of ten or twelve thousand men. It is certainly of the high-
est importance that all the Militia that can be spared should
march up without delay, either to support General Gates,
if the.re should be time, or to cover his retreat should he be
reduced to the necessity of quitting his ground; and I must
therefore entreat your aid. Permit me to suggest that I
believe the Convention's moving to Albany would be
attended with good consequences.

I .am, sir, ypur obedient, humble servant,
PHILIP SClJUYLER.

To the Hon. Abraham Yates, Esq., President of the Con-
vention of the State of New- York.

ABRM. LOTT TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Beverwyck, October 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:It is with pain that I find myself under a
necessity of again addressing instead of attending you. But
when I consider that I have to do with a respectable body,
who will do me the justice to believe that want of time, and
not want of inclination, has prevented my waiting on them,
I find myself in some measure relieved.

The truth is I have been assiduously employed in pre-
paring my accounts, ever since I had the honour to write
you by Mr. Campbell, and have now got them in such
a train that (barring interruption by visitors drove from the
city, which frequently happens since its evacuation, and by
indisposition) I hope to be ab]e to set out in about ten
days. Mr. Morris, who I expect will be the bearer of this,
will, I trust, convince you I do not mean to make any
unnecessary delay, but that I will attend as soon as in my
power; which I hope you will believe, as well as that I am,
with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

ABRM. LOTT.

To the honourable Convention of the Representatives of
the State of New- York.

THE COUNTY COl\lMITTEE FOR CHARLOTTE.

Skeensborough, October 19, 1776.

Resolved, That the De]egates of this County be re-
quested to desire the Convention of this State to advance
on loan the sum of two hundred Pounds, in order to defray
the contingent expenses in this County. And if the request
is complied with, any of the Delegates giving their receipt
to the Treasurer with tbis resolution, it shall be acknow-
ledged Ly this Committee a sufficient voucher for the same;
and when it shall be thought proper (by the Convention or
future Legis]ature of this State) that the money shall be
repaid, this Committee will cheerfully cooperate with the
same.

Resulved, That the Chairman of this Committee write a
letter to William Duel' and Alexander Webster, Esqrs., to
remit the aforesaid sum of two hundred Pounds to this
County with all convenient speed.

By order: J NO. WILLIAMS, Chairman.
Attest: JOHN GIBSON, Clerk.

H.GLEN TO ELISHA AVERY.

Schenectady, October 19, 1776.

SIJ~: In your last you mentioned that the post at the
German Flats was without a Commissary, and that one
Mr. Post was recommended to you as a proper person:
should I think him a fit person, I might inform him with _

the contents. Accordingly I wrote him he might have that
post should he think proper. I have received his answer,
wherein he acquaints me he will accept of that post. I
look upon him as a proper person. He wants instructions,
some quires of paper for his books, and he wants to know
his wages per day, and how many rations he wi1l be allowed.
Pieas,: to send his instructions as soon as possible, and paper
to my care, and I shall immediately forward it to him. His
name is John Post.

As I expect my batteaus down /i'om Fort Schuyler a-
Monday evening, and have no flour ready to load them, but
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there is sufficient to be had, but the merchants seem not
willin" to part with it at present, I will be glad to know
to-mo~row or day after what the Albany market price is. As
I have no pork but a very little for the batteau-men, and as
I expect Colonel Dayton's regiment down here a-Monday,
which is going to Fort George, I will be under the neces-
sity of buying a few head of cattle.

r am your most humble servant, H. GLEN.
To Elisha Avery, Esq., D. C. General, Albany.

J. BALDWIN TO GENERAL GATES.

October 19, 1776.

SIR: I have viewed the g!"Ound mentioned by Colonel
Willard, and think, as they are commanded by several
neicrhbouring grounds, that it cannot be fortified to ad van-
tag~, but would recommend taking post on the hill north of
the Great Bridge, if your Honour can spare about five hun-
dred brave men to occupy tbat ground, which I think may
be done to great advantage.

I have ordered the block-house at the mill to be put in
the best defence, which is now doing. I would recommend
the placing two or three small ship guns in the block-house.

One hundred men are fil1ing up the Crown-Point road
three miles, f!"OmColonel Willard's and Brewer's regiments.

I woulrl also recommend the gelling eighteen dozen poles
twelve feet long, to be sharpened and placed in the Jersey
redoubt for the present as spears.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
J. BALDWIN, Engineer.

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER AT

BOSTON.

New-Raven, October 19,1776.

SIR: The enclosed act of the State of (AmnectiCltt shows
the subject of my present application for your friendly
assistance for the relief of Colonel Ethan Allen and eighteen
other prisoners with him at Halifax. You will feel for their
distresses, and I am earnestly to request your kind interpo-
sition to assist Mr. Levi Allen, the bearer, to procure the
releaseof his brotherand the restof those unhappy suffer-
ers with the Colonel, or at least to render them your best
help.

I am, with sentiments of esteem and regard, sir, your
most obedient, humble servant, J TONTH. RUMBULL.
To Commanding Officer, Boston.

.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, October 19, 1776.

SIR: Your letter requesting an account of the prisoners
in this State I have duly received, and ordered the Sheriffs
of the several Counties to make retu\'ll to me of the number
ofprisoners in their respective Counties, and of their differ-
ent stations, which return has not been yet made.

I also wrote immediately to Governour Trumbull, of Con-
necticut, to know where their prisoners were to assemble,
that they might both go together, but have had no answer,
but shall endeavour to forward them when I shall receive
information from him. Since which I have received a letter
from the Captain of the Syren fl'igate, off Block-Island,
that he had a number of prisoners on board, taken in mer-
chant ships, whom he has orders from Lord lIowe to
exchange for others of equal stations.

I inform your Excellency that a prize ship is brought in
here, having a quantity of hlankets, some coarse woollen
goods, linens, and shoes, which the owners of the armed
vessel who took her are desirous may be purchased for the
use of the army; and in order that those goods may not be
scattered, they propose ~hat they be all put up in one lot
together, and no stranger be allowed to bid them off, unless
he sball -produce orders from you or the Congress that he
is making purchase of them for the army.

I should be glad, if your Excellency should think proper,
that you would appoint somebody immediately to purchase
the same. If you should make any appointment for tbat
purpose here, I would just inform that Messrs. Clark S{
Nightingale, Mr. John Brown and myself, are all interested
in the privateer, and therefore not so suitable for such

appointment as others. Mr. Daniel Tillinghast here is the
Continental agent, and I believe a good man.

I am, your Excellency's most obedient and most humble
servant, NICHOLASCOOKE.
To His Excellency General Washington.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN BRADFORD.

Newport, October 19, 1776.

SIR: I understand by Captain Jones, that there is s~me
junk and sails on board the prize ship, which he sent mto
Bedford, and as them articles are much wanted on board
sevet.al of the Continental vessels in this port, should be
glad you would send all those articles, more than barely
wanted for the ship, by the first opportunity to this place to
me; or, in my absence, to Mr. John Manley, deputy agent
here, and by so doing you will forward the service.

I am, sir, VOl1fhumble servant, E H ~ IN aJ SEK OPA ".
To John Bradford, Esq., Agent for the Massachusetts, or

in his absence, to his Deputy at Bedford.

NATHAN :RUMSEY TO MARYI,AND CONVENTION.

Nantes, October 20,1776.

GENTLEMEN: An ardour for the success of the present
Continental cause will, I doubt not, excuse a seemingimpro-

r
riety in my addressing a body with the members of whom
ha ve the honour of claiming little or no acquaintance.
I am here during the war, and my connection with Mr.

Penet (for whose character I refer you, gentlemen, to the
Secret Commiuee of Congress) influences me to request
that preference in your business which we have already
been honoured with from the Secret Committee of Con-
gress.

Much pains have been taken to obtain a possibility of
doing the American business from hence, which I have tbe
satisfaction of informing you ha ve met with such success as
renders it in our power to supply the Continent witb any
article they please.

The articles which may be imported to advantage from
hence are Vitrey linens fit for coarse shirting or sails, coarse
cloths for soldiers, or negroes, clothing, and blankets, with
all kind of military articles.

Letters directed to Penct Sf Rumsey, to the Care of Mr.
John Gmel, of this city, Messrs. Remless De Basmazier
and Raimbaux, merchants in Bordeaux, or Monsieur Ste-
phen Cattraleu, of Marseilles, will be careful1y forwarded.

With the utmost respect, I am, gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servant,

N RATHAN UMSEY... ....

To the respectable Members of the Convention for the Pr<r
vince of Maryland.

VAN BIBBER AND RA:RRISON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OJ'

SAFETY.

St. Pierre, Martinique, October 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Our last respects to you were by Captain
ltlartin, who sailed from this place the 11 th current with
a valuable cargo. Since then your favours of the l~th
September have come safe to hand per the ~lolly, Captain
Conway. His cargo, though a very proper one, we are
sorry to acquaint, has come to a most wretched market.
Fifty-seven shillings per barrel for his flour, and thirty-six
for bis bread, is the most we have been able to obtain, and
his tobacco is yet unsold. Since disposing of this flour, a
cargo of Philadelphia superfine has been sold for fifty-three
shillings. This jail has been occasioned by the immellse
quantities that have arrived and continue to arrive from
France, on a supposition that it would be a scarce artic]e
here. We fear there will be no change for the better till to-
wards the middle of the winter and spring, when we imagine
it will begin to advance again, as in all probability the
exportations fi'om France will cease when it is known how
badly their speculations must turn out; and plenly as flour
is, we know of nothing tbat can be sent from ~Maryland tbat
will turn to a better account; so surplisingly are we glutted
with tobacco and all kinds of provisions.

We almost despair of supplying you with the large quan-
tities of wooHens aod saIt that you want; they are scarce
and command ready cash; but we shaH do our best.
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As vessels with you are difficult to procure, and markets
here very low, we fear you cannot easily remit us money
sufficient for tho extensive engagements we have and are
to enter into. We would therefore beg leave to propose a
method which we think may be employed with more success
and (;lciJity than any other at present. It is, if possible, to
get a boat or two out from South- Carolina with indigo.
One pilot boat ballasted with tbat articJe would yield more
money here than any three or four brigs with flour and
tobacco. It is constantly worth from six shillings to twelve
shilJin(>"sper pound, (according to quality,) and is the only
articleOof our exports that can be shipped from hence to
France; and the risk of getting it here will be trifling, as
it may be sent in such small fast-sailing vessels.

A part of Captain ]}Iartin's tobacco has been sold in
Statia at forty-two shillings per hundred weight, and yes-
terday we shipped the remainder for that place.

We hope to despatch Conway in eight or ten days with
some woollens, muskets, duck, &c.

And we are, &c.,

PETER T. CURTENIUS TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, October 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This serves to inform you that I bave pur-
chased at this place for the use of the New- York troops,
1,109 pair buck-skin breeches; 1,608 pair milled stockings;
85 felt hats; 1,939 check shirts; 1,928 white shirts. All
which I have had packed and stored in this city. I
would have forwarded them (agreeable to a resolve of Con-
gress of the 25th September) to Head-Quarters, if we had
not r~ceived an account yesterday that our army was going
to retreat frorn New-York Island, and thereforethought it
most prudent to leave the goods here, until I know where
Head-Quarters will be fixed.

Besides the above, I have purchased here linen enough
to make about two thousand shirts more, which will be made
in about five weeks. At Brunswick I have got about four
hundred pair of shoes ready to deliver, and have engaged
from different shoemakers in the Jerseys about one thousand
pair more, which will be ready by Christmas.

At Tappan I have about one hundred pair leather
breeches, and at Hackensacks about one hundred pair more,
and t\Vo hundred and thirteen ready-dressed deer-skins; also
about one hundred and sixty felt hats, two hundred rifle
fi-ocks, ninety pair of shoes, and about four hundred shirts.
As to cloth and blankets, I have not been able to get any,
because the Congress secure all the woollens that come in
here, and they have given orders to persons in every sea-
port town on the Continent to do the same; all which will

_ be sent to the Quartermaster-General at Head-Quarters,.
where no doubt our troops will get their share. I shall
endeavour to get all I can of the clothing, which are still
deficient; but am afraid I shall fall much short. in procuring
the whole quantity of shoes, stockings, felt hats, and leather
breeches, for which you were pleased to give me orders to
purchase, they being very scarce this way, owing to the
number of purchasers here. Would it not be proper to give
the Committees in each county and town orders to purchase
as many of these articles as they could get, it being impos-
sible for one man in a ::-tate to get tlie whole, as times are
now circumstanced, particularly in our State?

I take the liherty to return the resolve of the Convention
authorizing me to borrow £2,000, on the credit of which I
have not been able to get more than £;J;~OO. This sum
came vastly short to pay for the goods I had bought, and
theref(we have been obliged to advance of my own cash the
sum of £3,844 6d., and I owe £ 10,651 6s. Id. more;
together amounts to £ 14,495 6s. 7d., say £ 15,000, as some
accounts are not come in yet; which sum should be glad t]le
Convention would be pleased to scud by Mr. Dykeman to
my bouse at Paramus, next to Mr. Hopper's, (for which
place I set out io-morrow,) as soon as pussible, and I must
beg that the Convention would not disappoint me, for I am
almost exhausted, and people calling on me for money
daily, which is very disagreeable. Our Convention money
will not pass here; therefore should be glad to have it in
Continental money, of which MI'.Livingston teUs me there
has been lately sent from here to your Treasury one hundred
thousand dollars.

V AN BIEBER ~ HARRISON.

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant,

PETER T. CURTENIUS.

I shall be at Paramus the latter end of this week.
P. S. We have just now an account come that the prize

with woollens worth thirty-seven thousand pounds sterling
is safe arrived at Falmouth; also the rich Tarkey ship.
This will make a good parcel of coats. There is also
arrived a ship from France at Rhode-Island, with six thou-
sand yards of cloth, and about five hundred blankets.

COLONEL GRIFFIN TO RICHARD PETERS.

Perth-Amboy, October 20,1776.

SIR: Enclosed you will find a general return of the army
in Jersey, commandedby General ]}Iercer. I must request
the favour of you to transmit me by the first opportunity,
the late resolve of Congress relative to the additional pay
of the officers, or please inform me whether it takes place
from the time of the ordinance passing; whether the Staff,
or what part of it, is affected by it. It seems the Adjutants
have orders to increase their rations, and of course their pay;
in short, all the officers are making out their pay rolls at
an advanceof fifty per cent. Your complying with this
request, may be of service to the States, and will much
oblige your most obedient,

SAlIIDEL GRIFFIN, D. A. G.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Secretary of War, at Pltiladel-
phia.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON, DATED NEW-

YORK, OCTOBER 20, 1776.

No doubt but before you receive this, you'n be informed
of the King's Iroops being in possession of New- York, to
the great satisfaction of the loyal part of its inhabitants, who
have for a long time past suffered every hardship from a
set of tyrants that is possible to be conceived; however,
they are now rewarded who have withstood the traitors and
remained firm to their King. The Howes do all that is
possible to alleviate the sufferings of a persecuted people,
who, rather than turn Rebels, have despised death and
ruin; and ifit had not pleased God to send us relief, dreadful
would have been the consequence to erery person that dared
to be honest; however, we are now protected in our Jives
and properties, and some thousands have joined the King's
troops; and every time they attack the Rebels they rout
them \vith great loss; they fly before our victorious army
Ot! every onset; and I don't doubt but in a very little time
this daring rebellion will be crushed. It would before now
have been the case, had not the Americans been fed with
hopes from the Court of France. But now let France or
any other Power dare to assist them, we are prepared, and
don't at all fear but we shall be able to give them a proper
reception. It is resolved to auack 1VasMngton directly.
Proper dispositions are making for that purpose; and I
hope by the ne?'-t letter to give you an account of an end
being put to a Government tbat have .dared to call them-
selves tbe Independent States of Amenta. Almost all the
New- Yorkers have returned to their allegiance, and there
is not a doubt but the other Colonies will do the same
when they dare declare themselves, and be properly sup-
ported by Government.

There is a broad R put npon every door in New- York
that is disaffected to Government, and examples will be
made of its inhabitants; on the other hand, every persoll
that is well affected to Government, finds protection.

GENERAL GREENE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
.Camp at Fort Lee, (lately Fort Constitution,) ~,

October20, 1776. 5
SIR: I was at Head-Quarters-near King's Bridge with

his Excel/ency General Washington last nigb~, and on
1eavinrr bim was desired to send by express, to acquaint you
that tl~e army there are in great want of a large supply of
cartridrres, wbich no person can be spared to make; there-
fore heorequests that you will order a\l that are now made
up at Philadelpltia, to be sent forward in light wagons that
can travel with great despatch, as they are real1y very much
wanted; and as none can be made lip here, that persons be
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employed at Philadelphia to continue at that business to
furnish a ful] supply for the army.

Mr. Commissary Lowry is in great want of a supplY,of
salt, which he begs may be sent to Trenton to ;nable 1~lm
to furnish provisions for the army at King's Bndg~, which
are much wanted, and the supplies from Connectzcut may
be shortly cut off; and I have great reason to apprehend
the evil will soon take place, if not whol]y, in part. The
article of saJt is essentially necessary and must be procured
if possible. Fresh provisions cannot be passed over without
great difficuJty, and the state of heaJth of the troops fro~ a
taxed habit, requires a supply of salt. Mr. Lowry mentIons
the Council of Safety of Penngylvania ha ving a quantity.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
NATHANAEL GREENE.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO WILLIAM DUER.

Mount Washington, October 20,1776.

DEAR l\h. DUER: General Washington has directed
me to form a magazine somewhere in your neighbourhood,
but as he is not acquainted with your clterche de paye, he
has directed me to apply to you, and take your opinion on
the subject. Let me entreat YOllto consult Mr, Livingston,
and some other friends on that head, and give me your
opinion by the bearer, who wi]! wait YOllr answer to this
letter.

In the mean time, please to procure thirty thousand
bushels of grain, (Indian corn and oats in equal proportion,)
one thousand tons of English hay, and five hundred tons of
rye-straw, and order them to be deposited in such places as
you may think, after consulting Mr. Livingston, most likely
to answer our wants. The General thinks that the maga-
zines should be remote from the North River.

Our army must regulate tlwir movements by those of the
enemy. We believe they have some design against the
White-Plains, as they have been checked at East- Chester,
and cannot draw their line across the isthmus, opposite to
East-Cheste1', without risking the Joss of great part of their
army. I mentioned this for your direction, as it will be
imprudent to form a magazine so near to us as the White-
Plains.

I want immediately one hundred good teams of horses or
oxen each, and request YOllto produce them by such means
as are most expeditious. An application to your honourable
Convention will, in my opinion, answer the purpose. I will
allow such price as you may judge reasonable, and Jet me
likewise entreat you to have the teams put under the direc-
tion of ten conductors, active, prudent men, who will keep
the drivers and horses in good order, each conductor to
have charge of ten teams. The horses or oxen to be
branded with the letters C. A. I mean to purchase the
teams. If they cannot be purchased, you may hire them
at the most reasonable rates.

In great haste, I am yours, attached,
Thos. MIFFLIN, Jun.

forces will move according]y, it being a prin~ipal object t,o
prevent their outflanking us. On Frid~y o~e of theil'
advanced parties, near East- Chester, fell 111wIth p,art,of
Colonel Glover's brigade, and a smart and close skIrmish
ensued, in which I have the pleasure to inform you our men
behaved with great coolness and intrepidity, and drove the
enemy back to their main body.

I have the honour to be, in haste,. with great esteem,
sir, your most obedient servant,

ROB'T H. HARRISON.

Saratoga, October 16, 1776, six o'cloc.k afternoon,

DEARSIR: Enclosed you have copies of letters from
Generals Gates and Arnold, announcing the total destruc-
tion of our fleet on Lake Champlain. I shall write to every
State nearest me to march up their Mi]itia to support our
army, as the enemy will doubtless very soon attack it, ~nd
do every thing in my power to prevent .their pe?etratlllg
into the country, should our army be obhged to gIve way,
which I have O'oodhopes will not be the case.

'" ,
b d'I am, dear sir, your Excellency s most 0 e lent servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL TRUMBULL.

!lead-Q,uartcrs, King's Bridge, October 20, 1776.

SIR: This is designed to inform you of our alarming sit-
uation on account of the state of our provisions. From the
last intelligence I have been able to obtain, there are not
more than fifteen hundred barrels of flour here and at our
posts on the Is]and of New- York, (includingthree hundred
that came from the Jerseys last night,) and about two hun-
dred barrels of pork; nor do I learn that there are many,
or but very few, live catt]e col1ected at any place within the
neighbourhood. As the passage across the North River is
precarious, and much, if not entire]y, in the enemy's power,
but litt]e or no dependence should be had in supplies from
that quarter. I must therefore request and entreat your
every possible exertion to have large quantities of provisions
carried to the interiour parts of the country with the utmost
expedition, out of the reach of the enemy, who are trying
to penetrate from the Sound, and to form a line in our rear,
from whence proper supplies may be immediately drawn
for the subsistence of our troops. If this is not done, I fear,
I am certain that the fatal consequences attending on mu-
tiny and plunder must ensue; indeed, the latter wil1 be
authorized by necessity. I cannot undertake to point out
the particular places where stock should be drove to; but it
is absolutely necessary that large quantities should be kept
in our rear, to be killed or moved, as occasion may require.
If the enemy advance from the Sound, so must we. They
must never be allowed, if it is possible to avoid it, to get
above us, and possess themselves of the upper country. As
soon as I heard that they had landed at Frog's Point, and
that they had digested a plan of getting into our rear, I gave
orders that the provisions and other stores should be removed
from Norwalk, &c., into the country, to the White-Plains,
as the first and most convenient stage: whether they have,
I have no certain information. In short, sir, I beg that you
will have supplies immediately in our rear, to be drawn or
moved back, as circumstances may be, or the most fatal
and alarming consequences to this army and the liberties of
America may, and will in al1 probability, fol1ow. You
must not stop on account of expense, nor to collect large
quantities before they are sent off. Ten in a drove will
be of materia] consequence. I have ordered a respectable
force for the protection of the provisions now at the Plains.

I am &c.
G W' O. ASHINGTON.

To Co]onel Jos. Trumbull, Commissary-General Provisions.

'ROBERT H. HAR.RISON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read, October 21, 1776.]

King's Bridge, October 20, 1776, half.after one o'clock, p. m,

SIR: I have it in command from his Excel1ency to trans-
mit to you the enclosed copies of despatches which just now
came to hand, and which contain intelligence of the most
interesting am] important nature respecting our affairs in the
Northern department. His Excellency would have wrote
himself, but was going to our several posts when the express
arrived. _

The enemy are pursuing with great industry their plan
of penetrating the country from the Sound, and of forming
a line in our rear. They are now extended from Frog's
Point to New-Rochelle, /i'om whence, it is genemlly con-
jectured, they mean to take their route by way of the
White-Plains, and from thence to draw a line to the North TEN.CHTILGHMANTO WILLIAMDUER.
Riv'er. We on our part have drawn our whole force, H:ad-Q,uarters, King's Bridge, October20,1776,
except the regiments intended to ganison Fort Washington, DEAR SIR: I am to acknowledge the receipt of your two
from the Island of lVew-York, and ha\fe possessed ourselves favours of tbe 16th and 17tb, and Mr. ]}JcKesson's of the
oftbe beigh!;, passes, and advantageous grounds between 14th. We have been so much upon the move for some
New-Rochelle, where the van of their army now lies, and tbe days past, tbat I haa it not in my power to sit down to
North River. They will, in an probability, attempt to write before. To be obIiged to follow an enemy wbose
effect their purpose by moving higher up; if they do, our route is a secret to us, is not a litt]e distressing, especially as

FIFTH SERIES.- V CL. II. 72
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At a Brigade Court-Martia], ordered by Brigadier-Gen-
eral McDougall:

Lieutenant-Colonel Ware, President.
Members :

Ca ptain Hull, ,Lieuten,ant Roxburg,
Captain Pelton, Lieutenant Grant,
Captain Gunby, Lieutenant Sanjord,
Lieutenant Hues, Lieutenant Gaither,
Lieutenant Strong, Lieutenant Neale,
Lieutenant Jackson, Ensign Livingston.

Captain Cornelius Hardenbergh, of Colonel Ritzema's
reO'iment,under an arrest, brou~ht before the Comt, and
cl~rged by Lieutenant Lowllsbur!J with defi'<luding his
men. The prIsoner, being arraigned on the above com-
p]aints, pleads" Not Guilty."

Lieutenant Lowl!sbury, on oath, deposeth: That about
the 22d of April, when Captain Hardenbergh was paying
off his men in Kingstown, I informed him that he did not
pay them the whole of their subsistence and wages. He
informed me he WQuidrectify it after he came to New- York.
After the company came to New- York, I repeatedly desired'
him to settle with the men for what he had not paid them.

L ' C ] I TV P ' d The Captain informed me that he would not do it. I
Ieutenant- 0 one yrore res! ent.

" h ' d h I ' h'mformed 111mI must report 1m; he answere t at mlg t
',.

Members ,: do it as soon as I pleased. I was present when John Free'r
Capta!n Hull, L!eutenant Strong, applied to the Captain for what was due when he was paid
Capta~n Pelton, L~eutenant Grant, at Kingstown; the Captain answered him that he would not
C~ptal11 Gunby, L!eutenant Sanford, pay him, and he might get it if he could.
L!eutenant Hues, L~eutenant GTozther, Lieutenant Newkerk on oath deposeth: That at King~
L~eutenant Jackson, Lle~tenan~ ~e([le, town, Daniel j}fowers, a soldier in said company, applied
Lieutenant Roxburg, EnsIgn Lwwgston. for his wages.' Lieutenant Lownborough being present,

Ensign Fairly, of the late Colonel McDougall's re!Ti- told him he would not receive any unless he received the
ment, brought before the Court, and accused of taking tile whole. The Captain replied, he had paid all the men in
fatigue-men off the fatigue, contrary to general orders. that way, and if there was any mistake he would rectify it
The prisoner, being arraigned on the above complaint, when he came to New- York. After the compauy came to
pleads and confesses that he marched the fatigue-men off New- York, he was repeatedly applied to, to settle those
contrary to general orders, but that it was the next morning accounts; but he neve.' has settled them, and T heard him
after the orders were issued, and he had not heard them; at one time absolutely refuse. I was present when John
and that he was unde.' the command of Lieutenant Kidd, Freer demanded, at New- York, what was due at Kings-
and it was by his order that the men marched off. town. The Captain answered, that he would not pay him,

Evidence Adjutant Vanhook informs the Court that he and he might get it as he could. He further informs, that
did not that evening read the orders to the regiment, as Lieutenant Lownsbur!J had advanced money to some of the
they carne very late. The next morning, he says, he men- soldiers; and, after the Captain drew the money for th~
tioned the orders to the men, butdoes not know that Ensign. men, he refused to pay the orders.
Fairly was present; and that the Orderly-Sergeant of that The Court, being cleared, are of opinion that, by the
company has not an orderly-book, and the officers no paper evidence, and by comparing his pay abstracts with tho
to furnish their Sergeants with. receipts taken from his men,lrom the date of their il1]ist-

We ha ve not wagons sufficient to transport our baggage and
provision. The latter must' be particularly attended to, or
the army must perish, Upon a survey of our stores, we
find we are not so fuUy stocked as we could wish. Flour is
what is most likely to be wanted. His ExceUency therefore
caUs upon your Convention in the most pressing manner,
and begs you will set every engine at work to send down
every barrel you ean procure towards the army, always
ordering the persons who conduct the wagons to inquire
how far, and upon what roads, the enemy are advanced,
lest they fall into their hands.

All the cattle that can be collected you wi\1 p]ease to
have drove down, using the same precautions when they
come near the advanced posts. The General has given
orders for the removal of all our magazines from the ~ound ;
but the enemy have snch an advantage by the command of
the water, that possibly some may be intercepted; it there-
fore behooves us to double our diligence in procuring sup-
plies from every quarter that remains open. The Commis-
sary-General is sent for from the eastward; his presence
will be of great service; but, in the mean time, great
dependence must be put upon the exertions of all our
friends in your quarter.

The Quartermaster-General has sent up agents who will
give directions concerning the brig and sloop at the Fish-
kill Upper Landing. And the General desires that Mr.
Philipse would not send down the powdei;, from his mill, but
keep it in some secure place till further orders. This is in
answer to MI'. McKesson's letter of the 14th. Our hurry
will excuse my not writing to him particularly.

I enclose you a Jetter from Colonel Denny, by which it
appears that he is vigilant in watching the motions of the
men-of-war; but the General will, notwithstanding, give
him a hint of what you say.

The enemy's van is at New-&chelle; we continue to
outflank them, and hope will succeed. \Ve have had one
]jtt1e skirmish, in which our troops behaved amazingly we]J.

Arnold has certainly been worsted on the lake, but it is
no wonder, considering the difference of strength; but the
wonder is, that we should have been so misinformed as to
the naval force of the enemy. I am afraid our scoutsmake
the news they bring home.

You cannot expect the regular information I have hereto-
fore given you; but remember no news is good news. You
shall always have any thing remarkably good or bad: it is
no time to stand upon trifling matters.

1 am, dear sir, sincerely yours,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

The powder had got to the bridge last Saturday week;
two tons at the mill.

To William Dutr, Esq.

COURTS-MARTIAL.

At a Brigade Court-Martia], ordered by Brigadier-Gen-
erallMcDougall, for the trial of Deserters and offences not
capital:

The Court, being cleared, are of opinion that Ensign
Fairly's justification is sufficient, and acquit him of the
charge a1legedagainst him.

Lieutenant Kidd, of late Smallwood's regiment, brought
before the Court, and accllsed of taking the fatigue-men off
fatigue, contrary to general orders. The prisoner, being
arraigned on the above complaint, pleads guilty, but says,
he was not acquainted with the orders.

Lieutenant Cole, Engineer, deposeth: As soon as Lieu-
tenant Kidd had marched his men to the fort, he drew an
order for the rum, and paraded them to march home. I
then ordered him to go to work with his men, and told him
'twas contrary to general orders to go home to breakfast,
and if he did go home he would report him. He informs
that he had occasion to be absent about fifteen minutes, and
when he returned Lieutenant Kidd had his party paraded,
and marched them off, and did not return till after e]even
o'clock, and before twelve he marched off to return his tools.

Captain Woolford deposeth: That he was that day on
fatigue, and saw Lieutenant Kidd marching off to return his
tools; that he immediately went and ordered him back; he
answered that it rained, and his men should not work. The
Captain then says that he informed him the rain was very
trifling, and, as he was under his command, he should
return; with which he complied. That at one o'clock the
Captain dismissed the party for dinner, and Lieutenant Kidd
did not return in the afternoon.

Lieutenant Kidd pleads that he was sick, and unable to
go in the afternoon.

The Court, being cleared, are of opinion that the prisoner
ou"ht to be dismissed from the service for his offence.o

FRAS. WARE, President.
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ment to the 10th of April, that he has defrauded his men
of a considerable sum, and are of opi'lion that he shall be
cashiered, and deemed unfit for an officer; and that his
crime, place of abode, and punishment, be published in the
newspapers in and about the camp, and the Colony from
which the offender came, as expressed in the second and
fourth additional articles of war.

FRANS. WARE, President.

ELISHA AVERY TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

GENTLEMEN: The immediate necessity there is for flour
to supply the forces of the United States in the Northern
department at this critical juncture, they being in danger
of being soon attacked by the enemy, and not being sup-
plied but for a short time, and a reinforcement daily going
to their assistance, which will greatly add to the consump-
tion of that article, together with the present scarcity in this
city, induces me to request your interposition and aid in
procuring a supply for the above purpose. B~ing informed
that the greatest part of the flour upon both sides of Hud-
son's river is purchased up by contractors, by order of
your honourable body, by which means the persons I have
sent out on that business, have not been able to procure but
a small quantity. I must therefore entreat you to take the
matter into consideration, and grant me such assistance as
is in your power and the exigency of the case requires, and
must humbly request that you will order two thousand
barrels flour sent up to this place as soon as possible; other-
wise the army will be cut short, and perhaps the conse-
quences will be fatal.

I am, with due submission, your Honours' most obedient
and most humble servant,

ELISHA AVERY, Deputy Commissary-General.

To the honourable Convention of the State of New-
York.

Albany Committee Chamber, October 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: vVI' join in the Commissary's request, and
beg you will send forward with all despatch, if not the
whole quantity, as much as can be spared for this depart-
ment. By order:

JOHN BARCLAY, Chairman pro tem.

To the Convention of the State of New- York.

GENERAL WILKINSON TO GENERAL ST. CLAIR.

A]bany, October 20,1776.

I should think myself inexcusable, my dear General, for
DOt writing you earlier, if I did not render a sufficient
apology for my conduct, by assuring you that such has been
the severity of my disease since I left Ty, that I have not
beell able to govern my fingers till within these few days.
I have been here three weeks, during two of which I had a
fever tacked to me, which prostrated me wLthout intermis-
sion. It is at last, however, subdued, and rIBS left me a
pretty good appetite; but as I recover very slowly here, I
purpose moving out of town to Kenter-Hook, a situation
li'om which I am promised great things. The Lord grant
it may soon enable me to join you.

General Washington has in person lately dislodged a
considerable number of tbe enemy, who had landed on a
place called Progg Point; further particulars have not yet
reached town. Lee is commanding the lines during his
absence. It is said the General has brought six thousand
Southem troops with him, though it is mere report.

The vessels which have passed the chevaux-de-frise are
two forty-gun ships, and a number of tenders. They vary
their station, though for the most part, they remain in
Toppon sea or bay. They have picked up several Albany
sloops, and greatly harass the rest.

If I get well soon, I shaH bring up such things as will
help to render the winter comfortable, but if my disorder is
spun out to any length, my cash will be exhausted.

1 am, my dear General, with respect and affection, your
ready friend and servant, J W -

AMES ILKINSON.

Pray write me. Mr. Avery, if you'll address to his care,
will see the letter conveyed to me with safety. J. W.

COMMJTTEE 0);' CON()RF;Ss TO GF;NERAL GA'rES.

Saratoga, October 20, 1776.

SIR; Having been appointed by Congress as a Com-
mittee to examine into and transact certain matters rela.tive
to the army in the Northern department, and having spent
several days with General Schuyler, at Albany and this
place, in execution of part of our commission, we were
about to proceed to Ticonderoga; but being informed by
the General of the great probability of our army being pow
attacked by the enemy, or that such an event might be
hourly expected, we have concluded to wait here until we
shall have the pleasure of hearing from you. If the enemy
have not yet made tbeir attack, and you think it probable
that we may be able to reach Ticonderoga, and have an
opportunity of conversing with you and the other principal
officers of yo"Urarmy, and to inspect into its preseot s.tate
before that event may happen, we shall immediately, upon
being advised by you, proceed on our journey.

With great respect, we are, sir, your most obedient and
very humble servants, R ' S!CD D TOCKTON,

GEO. CLYMER.

To General Gates.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, October 20, 1776.

k DEARGENERA.L:A Committee fi'om the Convention of
this State are just arrived here, and have brought me sundry
resolutions of Congress, of which enclose you a copy.
They are so well calculated to encourage the soldiers to
reinlist that I send this by express to you. I am in hopes
that when the soldiers know that they are to have the
clothing gratis, besides the bounty of twenty dollars by the
former resolution, that they will not hesitate to continue in
the service of their country. You will therefore please to
publish them. I am very anxious to hear from you.

The Militia are coming up, and as they will be in a very
disagreeable situation for want of shelter, the sooner they
can be discharged tbe better. If, therefore, there should
happily prove no occasion to detain them, you will advise
me thereof, and send express through Skenesborough to
those from the ltlassachusetts, &c.

I am, dear General, with every friendly wish, your obe-
dient, humble sen'ant, P SJI. CHUYLER.

To Hon. General Gates.

COLONEL WYNKOOP TO GENERAL GAT!!:S.

S,keenesb.o~ol]gh, October 20, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:I received yours of the 17th instant,
and according to your orders bave sent Mr. Langdon and
Richard Ludlow, the latter of which is Major Sken!J~s
overseer, together with Robert Gordon, William Hutton,
Andrew Stevenson, Benonia Pendock, and George Boyle,
to Litchfield, (the last five, inhabitants of this place,) and
all convicted before the Committee of being enemies to the
common cause.

I have sent you nine bushels and three pecks of corn;
as for oats, the inhabitants have none thrashed. New corn,
I can buy enough in the ear. They say they have no time
to shell it. If the General pleases to have such, a line is
sufficient, and I will do my endeavour.

According to your orders I send you a stallion and two
mares of Major Skeene's, which is all that is broke. There
is several breeding mares, and colts, and some young horses.
They say all their riding horses was stole last fall. There
has been a great number of riding horses on the ground, but
they are all horses that was left here by the New-England
officers.

The slllall vessel is loaded with boards; and expect ten
batteaus down with boards this day, and shall forward them
to-morrow. Our Commissary has left us before I came tQ
this place, and has gone to Albany and has not as yet
returned, so that we are very bad off for want of a Com--
mlssary.

I am, dear General, yours,
CORN'S WYNKOOJ;>.

P. S. Candlewick IS an article that is immediately
wanted at this place.

..
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GENERAL WII.LIA)I MAXWELL TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Ticonderoga, October 20, 1776.

SIR: I heartily congratulate you on the honourable pro-
motion you have had, viz: to be the first Governour of tbe
free State of New-Jersey. 'As it is a plant you have had a
great share in raising and pruning, I wish you sincerely
a long and happy enjoyment of tbe fruits of your labour.

I will try to give you some account of our affairs here
at present, in a private way. You must have heard that a
few days ago we had a fine fleet and tolerably good army,
but General Arnold, our evil genius to the north, has, with
a good deal of industry, got us clear of all our fine fleet,
only five of the most indifferent of them, one row-galley
excepted; and he has managed his point so well with the
old man, the General, that he has got his thanks for his good
services. Our fleet, by all impartial accounts, was much
the strongest; but he suffered himself to be surrounded
between an island and the main land, where the enemy
landed their men on both places, and annoyed our men from
both places more than from their vessels; but still our peo-
ple repelled them with ease the first afternoon. In the
night' he gave orders to every vessel to make the best of
their way, by which they became an easy prey, beat by
one, twos, and tbrees, and ran them on shore, or destroyed
them all; but one row-galley fell into their hands. Tbis
was a pretty piece of admiralship, after going to their doors
almost, and bantering them for two mOllths or more, con-
trary to the opinion of all the army. Had we our fleet
here, we would give ourselves but little concern about the
enemy.

If they do came and attack us, as is generally thought,
we have no more opinion of his abilities by land than water.
I am something of opinion they will not come, but be con-
tented for this time, as they have done more than they had
any reason to expect.

I am, sir, YOUI'most obedient, humble servant,
WM. MAXWELL.

J. TRU}fBULL TO THE COMMITTEE AT BENNINGTON.

Ticonderoga, Head-Q,uarters, October 20, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN:-The late success of the enemies of Ameri-
can liberty all this lake, renders it probable, I might say
certain, that this post will very soon be attacked. In that
case, as the enemy may perhaps attempt a blockade rather
than an immediate attack on our Jines, a large supply of
provisions will be absolutely necessary. You are therelore
requested, gentlemen, to lend all the assistance in your
power in forwarding provisions of every kind from Ben-
nington to this place, by way of Skeensborough.

The badness of the road may render it necessary to send
flour, &c., &c., on pack-horses, in bags. If no other method
is practicable, make use of that. Regard not the expense.
Mr. Yancey, Deputy Commissary-General, has the general
orders to pay every necessary expense and charge that
may anse.

I am, gentlemen,
obedient servant,

by the General's order, your very

J. TRUMBULL,
Deputy Adjutant-General.

To the gentlemen of the Committee of Safety for the town
of Bennington.

JAMES YANCEY TO THE COMMITTEE AT BENNINGTON.

Tyconderoga, October 20, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN: This is to inform you that in consequence
of a number of disaffected persons in and about Albany to
the common safety of this Continent, there is a great danger
of the too long delay of the contracted provisions for this
army, from that place, and in particular the article of flour,
and that we have not more than will answer for bread
for the army present than about sixteen days; and as the
advances of the enemy may be but slow, and in order for
a blockade, and to cut off all communication to this place,
aJl which makes it of the utmost consequence that we have
an immediate supply; and as I am appointed and empow-
ered to act and contract for every necessary provision for
this department, by the Commissary-General, Joseph Trum-
bull, Esq., I thought it of the highest importance to make
this pres3ing application that you would contract and imme-
diately forward to Skeensborough landing, aJl the flour that

can be purchased for the army on the Northern depart-
ment. And relying, gentlemen, upon YOUl'publick patriot-
ism to serve your country, I make not the least doubt that
you wiil comply with this request. And as to your pay, I
will furnish you from time to time with the Continental cur-
rency, as fast as my present hurry of business wiJl permit;
and beg you wiJl forward me your answer immediately, how
much you wiJl be able to supply me with, and in what
time, so tbat I rnay be able to satisfy the Commander-in-
Chief at this place with tbis very important business.

And yon wiJl greatly oblige, gentlemen, with respect,
your most humble servant, J Y D CAMES ANCEY, . .
To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety and Corres-

pondence, at Bennington,

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRml TICONDEROGA, DATED OCTO-
BER :20, 1776,

The enemy are in possession of Crown-Point, and we
expect they may fancy tbis ground in a day or two. Tbey
must pay a great price for it, however, as we value it highly.
Fourteen boats, or birch canoes, with Inaia~s, were just
now seen by our guard-boats, five miles from this. We
expect an attack every moment; whenever it comes, it will
be furious, and the delimce obstinate, erueJly obstinate.

COLONEL BREWER TO GENERAL GATES.

Ty Mills, October 20, two o'clock, P. M., 1770.

HONOUREDSIR: Lieutenant Stone, with my servant, has
just this minute returned; has been gone tbree days; gives
the following account: that he has been in view of the
enemy all day yesterday; that the enemy are in great
motion for moving some way or other; that he went so
near last night that they discovered him, and a large scout
was sent out after him. That be took the woods, and that
he came across the tracks of several parties this day; that
the enemy appear to be fortifying on the east side of Crown
Point. That the Indians and Canadians are very nume-
rons; but cannot ascertain the number. Also, tbat the
Indians drove oft' a number of our cattle. That tbere were
men with shoes that met the Indians, who took them away;
and that he supposes that there is a number of the inhab-
itants here that are assisting in getting our cattle to the
Indians, &c. He will wait upon your HOllour as soon as
he has refreshed himseJf.

I am, sir, yours, &c.,

To the Hon. General Gates.

SAMUEL BREWER.

AN ORATION DELIVERED AT THE HEAD OF COLONELS MOTT'S

AND SWIFT'S REGIMENTS, WHEN UNDER ARMS, EXPECTING

THE APPROACH OF THE ENEMV HOURLY, AT MOUNT INDE-

PENDENCE, SUNDAY, OCTOBER THE :20TH, 1776; BY THE

REV. lIIR. TENENT, CHAPLAIN.

"Be y~ not afraid of them: Remember the Lord which is great and
terrible, and fi&ht for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters,
your wives ana your houses. "-Nehemiah, iv. 14.

No exhortation can be more applicable and pertinent for
us, my dear countrymen and fellow~oldiel'S, at this time
and under our circumstances, than 'bls, which was delivered
by good Nehemiah to tbe Jews, when their proud, their
haughty, and oppressive enemies were corning upon them,
for their destruction.

When danger approaches, it is natural for man to be
afraid, and our fears generally increase in proportion to our
dangers; and sometimes, by indulging the former, we are
rendered incapable of escaping the evil which impends. It
is therefore necessary to keep a guard upon this passion,
lest in its excess it should prove ruinous. This is neces-
sary, in an especial manner, for the soldier. "Be not ye
afraid of them" is the voice of Heaven, the voice or your
bleeding country, the voice of the church, and the voice of
aJl who are dear to you, with respect to the approach-
ing foe. The hour is expected, when, with the blessing
of Heaven, you will have it in your power to do the
most signal, important, and lasting service to your native

.Iand. She asks, she entreats, she calls, with a solemn,
but pathetick tone, yea, she demands, your service, yonr
most vigorous exertions, to save her from ruin. Let her
not be disappointed; but as she hath honoured you with
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martial attire for her defence, do her honour, do yourselves
honour, by using the weapons of your warfare with that
heroism, firmness, and magnanimity which the cause re-
quires. When our enemy approaches, be ye not afraid of
them; let not your spirits sink, but rather rejoice that you
have an opportunity to contribute your whole might for the
deliverance of your country from the disturbers of the com-
mon peace, and robbers of the rights -of mankind. I mean
not that you should entertain a contemptible idea of the
strength of your enemy. They wiJl no doubt come strong,
prepared to the battle, and will fight valiantly. But they
fight in an unrighteous cause; they are armed to deprive
us of our liberty and property; they are armed to ruin our
families, to murder both them and us, or reduce us to the
most abject slavery. And will not you, gentlemen, under
these circumstances, fight valiantly too? Shall your cour-
age be less than theirs, when your all is at stake? Con-
sider they are made of the same materials with yourselves.
Though transported fi'om foreign climes, they are flesh and
blood. They are but men, who are subject to the like
hopes and fears with yourselves; and a ball well directed
will humble them as quick as any, eVE'nthe feeblest, of you.
Be not ye, therefore, afraid of them, for they are not invin-
cible. Be not afraid of them, because they are engaged in
a wicked and unrighteous cause, which the righteous wrd
abhorreth. Be not afraid of them, though their numbers
should be superiour to yours, because you are possessed of
advantages which they have not: you have the ground and
all the works you have made on it. Be not afraid of them,
because the want of courage will prove your ruin. There
is nothing but victory or an honourable death before you.
There is no retreat for you; and if you are taken prisoners,
no doubt you would soon be discharged, as our friends who
were lately captivated were, with their baggage and a few
days' provision, but with this additional and horrid circum-
stance, that before you are two miles from this encamp-
ment, you will be overtaken, in your disarmed condition,
by savages, Canadians, and Hessians, who will at once
plunder and sacrifice your lives with barbarity which cannot
be described. General Carleton's late conduct was only
designed to deceive: his affected clemency is to be dreaded.
Expect not mercy from an enemy who are fighting in sup-
port of tyranny: it cannot, it will not be shown any longer
than it is for their interest. The scheme of this cunning
man is evidently this: he supposed that you would con-
clude, from what was past, that if you were compelJed to a
hot engagement, that you would rather submit, expecting
the same lenity which YOUI'captive friends have had, than
fight as the sons of fioeedomought to fight. Let the fox be
catched in his own trap. Believe him to be your bitter
enemy, and, according to Scripture languagi;),reward your
enemies, and your country's enemies,even as t,hey have
rewardedyou, and renderdouble to them. Be not afraid
of them. Remember the Lord, which is greatand terrible.
Call to remembrance Hjs almighty name. Let the strength
of Israel be your trust. Implore His aid and assistance.
Under His banner go forth to battle. In His name and
strength meet the approaching foe, determined to conquer
or gloriously die. Remember His name, which is great
and terrible-sufficiently great and terrible to vanquish your
enemies, ami cause them to flee before you; and fight for
your brethren,your sons,and your daughters,your wives
and your houses. Do the work of the wrd faithfully.
Play the men for your kindred and for your estates, which
are in jeopardy. So shall those of you who may fall in
battle be immortalized for your valour; your names shall
be had in grateful remembrance by America's latest poster-
ity; and those of you whose lives shaH be spared in the
bloody conflict, shall return with great joy to your friends,
and be received with the high honour of conquerors and
deliverers of this oppressed land. Your officers, I doubt
not, will set your example; and I hope you will aH be
engaged to support the honour of New-England, and of the
State, in a particular manner, which has employed you.
Your wives and children, your aged parents, your brethren
and sisters, look to you, under God, for salvation. The
peace of all our frontier inhabitants depends upon your suc-
cess. You have the prayers of thousands for victory; and
be assured, if you are victorious, the enemy will, from. hence
forward, cease to expect a submission from these United
States. If you are victorious, the virgins of our land and

all your dear connexions will hail you welcome upon your
return, with high applause and great joy; yea, Zion herself
will be glad.

May tbe Lord inspire you all witb that magnanimity
which makes the great and successful soldiers! May He
cover your heads in the day of battle, and crown our arms
with victory! and the glory shall be given to Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost; worJd without end. Amen!

COLONELWARNER TO GENERAl. GATES.

Castleton, October 20, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: On receiving informa-
tion of the defeat of our fleet, I made application to tbe
officers of each regiment on the Grants, and they have
called for voJunteers, but have not gave orders for the
which, until the reception of your orders' last night; since
which Colonel Brownson hath sent back an express to
Major Rose, to raise rest of his regiment, to join Colonel
Mead at Otter Creek; for Colonel Mead's broken handful
of men wj]] not answer your purpose at that post. The
volunteers he is a-coming on with to Fort Independent as
soon as they arrive at this place, as a part are already col-
lected. I havesentyour orders, by an express, to Colonel
Robinson, who commands tbe lower regiment. I make no
doubt be will be on.

Should be glad of further orders by the bearer, tbough
we shall come on as soon as the men are come together.
We expect a part of the lower regiment every moment, and
shall proceed as soon as possible.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, you\' most obedient
and very humble servant,

S WETH ARNER.

To Major-General Gates.

COLONEL BELLOWS TO GENERAL GATES.

To His Excellency General GATES:
SIR: As we have no particular express and various

rumours in respect of your situation,and being ready, with
all my interest and influence, for your assistance, I send by
the bearel', Mr. Amos Babcock, for particular instructions
and advice, on whose instructions you may depend.

From your humble servant, at command,
BENJAMIN BELLOWS, Jr.,

Colonel of tlte 16tlt Regiment of Militia, in the
State of NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

To General Gates, at Ticonderoga.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Boston, October 20, 1776.

SIR: The Council took the earliest opportunity to lay
before the House of Representatives your Honour's letter
requesting the loan or purchase of a quantity of su]phur, in
behalf of the' State of Connecticut; in consequence of
which they passed a resolve, which is now completed, that
your State should be furnished on loan one ton of that
article, to be replaced as soon as conveniently may be.
As it was apprehended the carriage by water from Dart-
mouth to Norwich would be the easiest way in which you
could send for it, the enclosed order from ollr Commissary
on Lemuel Williams, Esq., at Dartmouth, written under
the said resolve, waits on. you for that purpose.

°With great esteem, I am, in the name of the Council of

the State of ~lassachusetts-Bay, YOUI' Honour's most obe-
dient, humble servant,

J B P ' dAMES OWDOIN, reSl ent.

To Hon. Jondt. Trumbull, Esq., Governour of Connecticut.

Wrote under the resolve belore mentioned, viz:

LEMUEl, W fLLIAMS, Esq.-SIR: Deliver to the order ~f

the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of Connec-
ticut, one ton of sulphur, taking a receipt therefor on this
paper, as above directed, and sending the same to me.

RICHARD DEVENS, <-.:ornmissar!J-General.

PLIARNE, PENET & co. TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Nantes, October ~l, l'r76,
GENTLEMEN: Although we have not the pleasure of

you)' acquaintance, we nevertheless shall take the liberty to
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assure of our respects and make our offers of service to yuu
in Europe; and for YOUl'assurance of what We have th.e
honour of offerin!1, will refer you to the honourable ContI-
nental Con!1ress ;nd Secret Committee of Pltiladelphia, to
whom our

0
names are well known, and with whom we

passed a contract in February last .for tI!e furnishing of
ammunition and other necessary articles In your present
situation. And further, you may inform yourselves of Gov-
ernour Cooke, at Providence, and Messrs, Nicholas 8t John
Brown, of the same place; for which last we have de-
spatched two vessels since the establishment of our house
in this place. .

"
. .

We bope after your informations concernlngus~ be It
from the Con!1ress or the Generals of the army, and In par-
'ticular from Doctor Franklin, that yon will be satisfied in
order to put confidence enough in us to consign all vessels
you send

.

for this port to our ho?se. And we flatter o.ur-
selves to find the best sale possible [or your mercllandlse,
a'nd send in relUrn what goods you will think proper to
order, if they are to be had in France.

Weare l1ble to furnish you at demand with cannon and
gunpowder, saltpetre, sulphur, lead, iron and brass C"annons
o[ all sizes, mu.,kets such as we have spnt the Congress,
beinO"of the last mode for the Infantry of France, proved,
well "finished and per[ectioned, with double bride locks.

We have muskets of all proof, [rom twelve to twenty-
two livres -per piece, with bayonets and steel ramrods, and
bores suitable for ball of fourteen or sixteen to the pound.
An the muskets are uniform, of t11e same size and same
model. We have also handsome and good gun-locks,
which are well finished and conditioned.

We have the honour of observing that there is only our
house able to furnish you with the foregoing articles, and
that we shall take upon us the risk and dangers of putting
them on board, and to let your vessels go out of our port
freely. TheitJ are powers that we al'e tr~sted with, and
which we have in hands. Not any other III France shall
be able to give 'you the like advantageBand furnish you
with suchamml1ni:tion, which we receive directly from the
manufactories of the King..

Weare able to furnishyou also with all kindso[ broad-
cloths [or clothing of soldiers. We have sent a quan~tity to
Messrs. Brown, of Pmvidence. W ehave them of all
coloUl's, good quality, and well assorted, [or the price of five,
six and seven ]ivres per en; but the following colours of the
same quality will be somewhat higher: sucb as scarlet,
Prussian blue, yellow, and green. And further we are able
to furnish you with such cJoths as will be desired; likewise
with all kinds of blankets, from three, four, five, six and
seven livres per pi-ece; also linens for shirting the troops,
from thirty to fifty sous per ell. We shall be able, gen-
tlemen, to furnish in general with every kind of merchan-
dise of the first quality, and at the most reasonable rates;
-and you may assure yourselves that we shall despatch
immediately every vessel you shall think proper to address
.us, whether the cargo is sold or not.

We bave established our house in this place, thinking it
the safest and most convenient port in France [or the Ame-
rican trade, and we have entered in partnership with one
of the richest and first bouses for business in Nantes; the
name is J. Gruel, merchant, upon Isle Peydean. There-
fore, in addressing your vessels to that bouse, by giving us
im)nediate notice, will be thesarne as if addressed directly
to us, making but one and the same house for all the trade
we have with A~orth America.

In case you should send a vessel to Bordeaux, we take
the liberty of recommending to you the house of Messrs.
Recul/; de Bamarain 8t Ramibeaux, being one of the most
principal hOllses there, and who we think will do your
business better than any other can do.

We bave in ollr house, and at the head of our affairs that
we transact with North America, Mr. Wilt, a young man
from Philadelphia, who holds our correspondence in Eng-
lish. Therefore, if you should have any affairs particular
or secret to transact or negotiate, you may be assured o[
the order and discretion that reigns in our house.

'Ve have the honour to be, in the mean time, with ollr
mostsinc€'l'e respects, g-entlemen, your mOst obedient and
most humble servants, PUARNE, PENET & Co.

To the respectable Members of the Secret Committee of the
Province of New- York.

CAPTAIN DEA1'If$ 'TO ]\URYLAND (JOtiNClL 01' SAFETY.

Baltimore County, October 2], ] 11u.

WORTHY G~NTLF.MEN: Since my being last with yoor
Honours I take this opportunity to say that I have used
the greatest exertion in purchasing guns, and can get but
thirty. As for blankets, have got but few. I have sent
my Lieutenant where I informedyoo of someto be sold,
but he has not returned; therefore think it impossible to
equip the company to march in t11e limited lime,&c.
Therefore inform me by express how I shall proceed to
inlist, as the chief of my officers and some officers particular
is willing to joi~ during war. Therefore inform me what
to give, and how they shall be clothed, &c., and whether
to find themselves, or the Province ; how much bounty they
shall receive, and those who never yet inlisted, as my com-
pany is allowed by several Field officers that have inspected
them to surpass almost any in the County; and am, gentle-
men, your mOst humble servant,

FREDERICK DEAMS, Captain.

To the-honourable Council of Safety.

NICHOLAS MACCUBBIN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAYETY.
_ October 2], 1176.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN:The engagement I have
entered into with your Honours I wouldgladlyexpedite as
fast as possible, for which purpose I. have supplied myself
with a sufficient quantity of leather, but workmen are very
scal'ce.

I have applied to Lieutenant Brown, of the Artillery,
who tells me that several shoemakers may be spared to
work upon this emergency, bUt is desirous to have your
Honom's permission, [or which I make bold to apply to
your Honours [or your approlJation, that I may complete
the work before the time limited, and be ready, in case of
necessity, to obey your [uriher orders.

Am, withgreat respect, your obedient and obliged, humble
servant,

NIGH'S MACCUBBIN.

To thehonourableCounci1 orSafety.

CO!IMITTEE OF SKCR~'rCcORRF.5PONDENtE -TO WILLIAM

BINGHAM.

Philadelphia,October "2], ]116.

SIR: We sendyouhel'ewiih a copy of what we wrote
you the 21st ultimo, -and the 1st of this 'month, per the
sloop Independence, Captain Young, and hope some of the
articles that were to be forwarded to your island, or St.
Eustatia, by Mons. Hortalez, havealTived ;inthat case
yon will apply [or, receive, and ship them, by those oppor-
wnities of our Continental cruisers which are sent for that
purpose, and alsu tobring back such woanen goods as can
be procured, agreeable to the orders o[ the Secret Com-
minee.

You'll observe ihisgoes by the schooner Sachem, Captam
Robinson, to Martinico. A copy of it we send by the

'armed brigantine Andrew Doria, Captain Isaiah Robison,
to St. E';;statia, where he 'values on Mr. Samuel Carson,
merchant. And if youbavemade application to the Gov-
etnour'there, in consequence of am ConnerJetter, you'must
renew it now, and give orders [or some of theatticles to be
remitted by the Andrew Doria, or the vessel that is to sail
under her convoy; 'and we think you had best send usuy
every good conveyance, both from St. Eustatia and Mar-
tinico, a part of thosesu pplies.

We are, sir, your obe(Jient servants.
To William Billgham,Esq.

MARINE C-OMMITTEE -TO AUGUSTUS J,AWRF.NCE.AND 'SAMtJ"EL

'rUDUR.

Philadelphia, October 2], 1716.

GENTLEMEN: Your letter o[ the 7th instant, advising
that the ships Congress and JJ1.ontgomery were then nearly
ready Jar launching, was received. You'll observe the
above names are now to be given to those ships.

We are, at this distanc(J, at aloss to direct tbeir destma-
tion. The Marine Committee have therefore wrote to the
Convention 'for the State of New-York, now at the Fish-
kills; requesting that they would give you proper directions
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relative to the launching and otherwise disposing of those
ships, with their stores, so as to preserve'them in the best
maimer you can from being destroyed.

You are therefore to correspond with the said Convention
for that purpose.

Your humble servants, FRA. LEWIS.
PHIL. LIVINGSTON.

To Messrs. Augustine Lawrence and Samuel Tudor.

FRANCIS LEWIS TO CAPTAIN HODGE.

. Philadelphia, October 21, 1776.

SIR: I have received your letter of the J8th instant. In
answer thereto relative tQ the ship .Montgomery, we have
lately wrote to the Convention for the State of New- York,
leaving it to them to give directions in what manner to dis-
pose of the ships at Poughkeepsie. They are now convened
at the Fishkills. If they shou]d find it practicable to get
those ships out this year, Congress are disposed to have
them fitted and manned with all expedition; but in this you
must consuJt the Convention and superintendents. If there
should be a probability of getting the ships out, you should
fiJrnishus with a list of such officers as yourself, with the
gentlemen of the Convention, shaU recommend.

You may apply to the Treasurer, Mr. Denning, or
draw upon me here, for what money you may be in want
of for your present suppJies, on account of your s]oop
freight.

I am, sir, your very humble servant, FRA. LEWIS.
To Captain J()hn Hodge.

JACOB BAMPER TO NEW-YOj;tK COM~HTTEE OF ARRANGEMENT.

Philadelphia, October 21,1776.

HONOURABLESIR: Excuse my boldness for writing to
you. What made me write to your Honour was that I
had a letter f!'Omthe Hon. Philip Livingston, Esq., to you,
concerning assisting in getting me in OUI'army. I was on
my journey to deliver you the letter myself, but I was taken
very ill, that obliges me to return. There is a young gen-
tleman who will deliver the letter /i'om the above-named
gentleman, if your Honour will be so kind as to send a
few lines by the post to me concerning tbe matter. And
in the meanwhile I remain your very humble servant,

JACOB BAI\IPER.

To the Committee of Arrangement.

MEETING IN THE STATE-HOUSE YARD, PHILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia, October 22, 1776.

At a meeting of a large and respectable number of the
citizens of Philadel:phia, in the State-House yard last night
and tbis morning, Colonel John Bay'ard in tbe chair, the
following Reso]utions were agreed to by a great majority,
and affectionately recommended to their fellow-citizens in
every part of the State of Pennsylvania.

Resolved, 1. That the late Convention was called for the
express purpose of forming a new Government in this State,
on the authority of the people only, with power also to
appoint Delegates in Congress, and a Council of Safety.

2. That tbe said Convention assuOO'ed and exercised
powers with which they were not entrusted by the people.

3. That in the Constitution formed by the said Conven-
tion, the Christian religion is not treated with the proper
respect.

4. Tbat the said Constitution unnecessarily deviates from
all resemblance to the former Government of this State, to
which the people have been accustomed.

5. That it is the sense of this meeting that the people
did not desire such strange innovations, but only that the
kingly, parliamentary, and proprietary powers should be
totally abolished, and such alterations made :;ISwould thereby
be rendered necessary, so that a weU-formed Government
might be established, solely on the authority of the people.

6. That the said Constitution differs not only unneces-
sarily from that to which the people have been accustomed,
but in many important artic]es from every Government that
has lately been established in America on the authority of
the people-from the sentiments of the honourable the
Continental Congress respecting government-ijnd frQITI

those of the most distinguished authQI'swho have deliber-
ately considered that subject.*

7. That seVera] regulations essential to the welfare of the
con1\J1twity are omitted in the said COl1!stitution.t

8. That the sever<:\1regulations improper to be taken
notice of therein, are mentiollf.!din the said Constitution.t

9. That the s:;lid Constitution is confused, inconsistent,
and dangerous. II

~ The said constitution differB from otherB lately formed in these
partic\llars: l~t. It e~tabli~.be!! only a ~ing)~ Legislative l:Jody. 2dly. It
r~nder~ the Judicial dep~ndent Qn that ~ingle LegisJative body, who
may remove any Judge from his office without trial, for any thing they
please to ca.]! "mi~behavio~r. 3dJy. It render~ the Executive dependen.
on that single Legislative body; by whom alone the EXeclltivc officerij
are ~o be paid for their services; and by whom, from the great disjJro-
portIOn. betwee~ the numbers of the As~embly and Council, the Presiden.
and VICe Pre~ldent must always be annually cllos.en ; b~side~ that,
every officer, Execlltive, or Jl)dicial, may lie impeach~d by the A~~em-
bly, before ~ix of the Council thus dependent on the A~sembly, and be
tried and condemned. 4thly. It erects no Court of Appeals, more neces-
sary here than in .some other Sta,tes, a~ OIU .Supreme COllrt may try
causes In the first 1IJ~tance, and finally detenrune them, so that there iB
no mode settled for correcting their errourB.

The said constitution differ~ from the sentiments (If the honourablll
Congress, in rendering every Judge in th~ State entirely dependent on
the ~ingle Legislative body; for in the fir~t petition to the King of
Great Britain,
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Judges of coujJs of common law have been made eptirely dependent Qn
one part of the Legislature for their salarie~ as we]] M the duration of
their commissions." Again: the said constitution differs from the
sentiment~ of the honourable Congress, in not having" separated and
distributed powers ilJto diffel'ept hunds for checks, one upon another;"
for in their addres~ to the inhabitants of Canada, mentIOning "'overn-
ment, and the dete~table frame established for that Province by a fate s\.a-
tute, they say" the several powers being separated and distributed into
different hands for check~, one upon another, is the only el\ectual mode
ever invented by the wit of men, to promote their freedom and pros-
perity." But here is no" distribution of power into different hands,
that one may check another." Ol) the contrary, th.e J!;xecutive al\d
Judicial powers are made unduly dependent on a single Legislative
body, the Assembly: so that, in truth, the Legislative, Executive, and
JudICial powers, may be said to be united in one body-the Assembly,
though there is a semblance, on a slight view, ofthe.ir being separated.
Indeed, the resemblance between the said constitution and the artful
but destructive one est{tblished by the Btatute before mentioned, is BO
great that the fo]]owing words of the Congress suit th~ one .as we]! as
the other, only changing the word" Mimster" fl.Jr the wprd "Assem-
bly." "Here is, indeed,. an appearance of the several powers being
separated," &c., as before. But examine the specious devices, and you
wJ]1 find it, to use aJ1 expression of H()ly Writ, "a, whited sepulchre."
The Legislative, Executive, and Judicial powers are a]] moved by the
nods of a Minister.

If any reasonable man could possibly entertain a doubt conc~rning
the meaning of Congress in using th.e w()rd.s .befor~quoted, that meltn-
iug wi]] be clearly eXplained by the several constitutions ]ately formed on
this Continent with the advice and

.

assistance of
.

those ve
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gentlemen
in their respective States, who, M members of Congress, used the before~
quoted words, and must have known their QWn m~(\ning.

How widely the said constitution differs from the senti!nents of the
most distinguished writers on the subject of Government, will appear
by the fo]]owing quotations f.'om two authors pf ~() high a reputation
among civilized nations, that it is needless to add any other.

The Baron Dc .Montcsqtticu, "whose name (the Congress declare) all
Europe reveres," says: "The political liberty of the subject is a tran-
quillity of mind .arising frmn the opinion each person has of his safety.
In order to have this liberty, it is requisite the Government be so con-
stituted as one man need not be afraid of another. When the Legisla-
tive and Executive powers are united in the same person, or in the
same body of magistrates, there can be nQ liberty; bec1\use apprehen-
sions may arise lest the same Monarch or Senate should enact tyran.
nical laws, to execute them in a tyrannical manner. Again: there .ill
no liberty, if the power of judging be not separa,ted from the Legislative
and Executive powers. There would be an end of every thing, were
the same men, or the same body, whether of the nobles or the people, to
exercise those three powers, that of enacting laws, that of executing
the publ.ick resoll1tions, and that of jl1dging the crimes or differences of
individuals." The learned Baron then proceeds with a long and mucb-
admired chapter on the English constitution, wherein he greatly com-
mends its distr.ibutipu of Legis]ative power into several branches, &c.,
which cannot be inserted in the eompassof the.senotes.

Mr. .ilddison, the strenuous and undaunted advocate for virtue, piety,
libertv, and just government, even in a corrupt age, (and though con-
versant in courts,) says: "If there be but one body of legislators, it i$
no better than a tyranny; if there are only two, there wilt want it
casting voice, and one of them must at length be swallowed up by
disputes and contention that WOl1ld necessarily ",rise between them.
Four WOl1ld have the same inconveniences as two, and a gr~lIter number
would cause too much confusion."

f 1st. Not establishing a Court of Appeals.. 2dly. Not ascertaining the
number of Judges in the COInmon Pleas and Orphans' Courts, whether
the same persons are to be Judges in both courts and in the sesBiollS,
as usual heretofore, or whether the powers are to be separated; if to be
separated, who is to do it, as the power of a future Legislature is, br,
the twenty-sixth sect.ion of the frame, expressly confined to "(Jther ..

courts; if not to be separated, whether any (Jther Judges are to be
added to the Justices of the Peace chosen by the people; and by whom
to be added. 3dly. Not determining wbat qualifications as to property,
shall enable a man to be chosen a member of Assemb]y, and thereby
become one of the sovereigns of Pennsylt'ania. 4thJy. Not providing
what laws shall be in force within this. State, &c., &c., &c., &c.

t Relating to-1st, insolvent debtors-2d]y, fishing, fowling, and
hunting-3dly, entails, &c., &c., &c. .

The late Convention ordel'ed, that" the future Legislature of thi8
State sha]] regulate entails in such a manner aB to prevent perpetuitieB,"
when it iB notorious that" entails were regulated in such a manner IJ!I
to prevent perpetuities," long before tbe meeting of the late Conven-
tion.

II See the note with this t mark. In one parl, a trial by Jury is estab-
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10. That the said Comtitution ollght to be altered and
amended.

11. That no mode is settled by the said Constitution for
alterinu or amendinu the same, but that of a Convention to
meet I~ore than sev~n years hence, if a Council of Censors
shall be chosen in the year 1783, and if two thirds of that
Council shall agree to call such a Convention to meet
within two years afterwards.

12. That the late Convention, on the 5th day of Sep-
tember last, in the afternoon, as appe.ars from the minutes of
their proceedings, ordered four hundred copies of the pro-
posed plan of Government to be printed and published
"for consideration;" and on the 16th day of the same
month, proceeded on the confirmation thereof, making only
immaterial alterations.

13. That therefore the late Convention did not allow
time to the people of this State to take into their considera-
tion the proposed frame of Government.

14. That the late Convention did not know that the said
frame of Government would be agreeable to tbe people.

]5. That therefore the conduct of the late Convention
in establishing the Constitution aforesaid absolute]y for more
than seven years, and not settling some mod!} for making
alterations and amendments within that period, if they
should be judged expedicf1t, without overturning the Gov-
ernment, was a high violation of the rights of the freemen
of this State.

16. That the conduct of the late Convention, in pre-
scribing oaths and affirmations, to be taken for the support
of a Constitution unprecedented on this Continent, not to
be altered or amended for more than seven years, however
exceptionable or dangerous it might prove, and which the
people have had no experience of, nor have been allowed
time to take into their consideration, was a high violation of
the rights of the freemen .of this State.

17. That it is the sense of this meeting that the people
are generally and greatly dissatisfied with the said Consti-
tu tion.

18. That it is the sense of this meeting that the I,ate
increase of the number and insolence of Tories and persons
disaffected to the independence of this State, and the feeble-
ness of its publick measures, are greatly owing to that
genera I dissatisfaction.

19. That more dangerous consequences may be expected,
unless the unhappy causes of such dissatisfaction can be
removed, by procuring proper alterations and amendments
to be made in the said Constitution.

20. That such aJterations and amendments are immedi-
ately and absolutely necessary for promoting the happiness
of Pennsylvania, and advancing the welfare of our great
American caw~e, and cannot with safety to the publick be
deferred.

21. That for the attainment of these salutary purposes,
the freemen of the several Counties in this State be instantly
and most cordially invited to accede to the foregoing reso-
~utions, and to agree to and concur in executing the follow-
mg.

22. That at the election to be held on the 5th day of
November next, the electors ought not to take the oath or
affirmation required by the ordinance of the late Convention,
dated on the 26th day of September last.

23. That the inspectors and judges of the said election
ought not to take the oath or affirmation recited in the
ordinance aforesaid.

24. That every inspertor and judge ought to take the
oath or affirmation prescrihed by an act of Assembly of the
late Government of Pennsylvania, made in the year of our
Lord 1766, and entitled" an act directing the choice of

- inspectors, and for holding the general elections in this Pro-
vince."

~5. That the members of Assembly, to be chosen at the
said elections, ought not to take the oath or affirmation, or
to make OJ'subscribe the Declaration mentioned in the tenth
section of the frame of Government formed by the late
Convention. .

~6. That when two-thirds of the membprs elected have

lished in all ~ases without exception; in another part, persons may be
tried and condemned by six of the Council. The Council of Censors
may pass publick censures withont any trial, which censures may be
worse than death. The Coutlcil of Censors and the Convention to be

called by them are to be vested with powers that will occasion con-
vulsions in the State, &c., &c., &c., &c.

met and chosen their Speaker, before they proceed to husi-
ness, each member ought to make and subscribe the follow-
ing declaration: "I, [mentioning his name,] profess faith
in God tbe Father, and in Jesus Christ his eternal Son, and
in the Holy Spirit, one God blessed for evermore. And I ,

do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of theO]d and New
Testaments to be given by Divine inspiration." And to take
this oath or affirmation: "

I, as a member of this Assemhly,
will not propose or assent to any act, vote, or resolUtion,
which shall appear to me injurious to the people; nor do
01'consent to any act or thing that shall have a tendency
to lessen or abridge their rights or privileges; but will, in
all things, conduct myself as a faithful and horiest repre-
sentative and guardian of the people, according to the best
of my judgment and abilities. I do renounce and refuse
any allegiance to George the Third, King of Great Bri-
tain, his heirs, or successors, or any in authority under him
or them. And I will not, directly, or indirectly, do any
act or thing prejudicial or injurious to the independence of
Pennsylvania."

21. That the said Assembly ought to have full powers
to make such alterations and amendments in the Constitu-
tion aforesaid, as the said Assembly shall judge to be pro-
per.

~8. That the said Assembly ought also to have full
power to enact such ordinances as the emergencies of pub-
lick affairs may indispensably require.

29. That after making such alterations and amendments,
and enacting such ordinances, the said Assembly ought to
publish the said alterations and amendments for the consi-
deration of the people, and then, if they shall think proper,
adjourn themselves for a convenient time, in order to collect
their sense upon such alterations and amendments, vesting
a. power in thp. Speaker to call them together again before
the time to which they shall be adjourned, if it shall be
necessary.

30. That the carrying on the said election, without the
electors taking the oath or affirmation prescribed by the
aforesaid ordinance, of the 26th day of September, ought
to be considered and observed by the members of Assembly
chosen at such elections, as express instructions to them not
to take the oath or affirmation, 01' to make or subscribe the
declaration mentioned in the tenth section of the frame of
Government, to make such alterations and amendments in
the Constitution formed by the late Conventio~, as the said

. Assembly shall judge to be propel', and to conform to the
two next preceding resolutions.

31. That no Counsellors ought to be chosen at the elec-
tion to be held on the 5th day of November next.

RE)IARKS ON THE PROCEEDINGS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE

MEETING IN THE .STATE-HOUSE YARD, ON MONDAY AND

TUli;s:pAY, OCTOBER 21 AND 22, 1716.

In the day of adversity. cotlsider.-Eccles,

Philadelphia, October 30, 1776.

Had our ambitious enemies been guided either by con-
science or common prudence, they had paid some attention
to the Divine motto which heads this essay. They would
have considered, and given their fellow-citizens time to con-
sider, the inconceivable danger. they are plunging th,em into,
by endeavouring to prejudice them against tbe Constitution
of their country. But, say they, there was no time to be
lost. There are some such defects in the Constitution as
render it impossible for a man of sense to bear it one hour.

I have soberly "asked those gentlemen how they know
tbis Constitution is so very deficient? They tell me every
one says so, nobody likes it, the whole body of the people,
Whigs and Tories, exclaim against it in all parts of America.
I answer that it is no strange thing. J.l1inorca was in a like
uproar at the trial by jurie~ being offered to the inhabitants,
and even the virtuous and sagacious citizens of Philadel-
phia are endeavouring to render it impracticable in Admi-
ralty cases, notwithstanding it is an institution of their late
idolized Assembly. Copernicus's system convulsed the
world, and nearly cost Galileo his life. It cost him his
honour, which brave men count much dearer than life.
Consideration might have brought the }}1inorquins to reason.
The bulk of mankind now admires Galileo. All I would
argue from this is, that the clamour which is falsely said
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to be universal against our frame of Government might be
nearly so, and yet the frame as perfect as human nature
could make it. Tate and Brady's psalms differ nothing
essentially from the old version, but in superiority of style
and metre, yet who is ignorant of the heats and animosities
that elegant aid to Divine worship occasioned? Had the
publick tranquillity, safety and happiness, been the single
object of their politicks, they would not have disgraced so
noble a cause with mere rout and clarnour.

It is well remembered that no people were more for calm
and dispassionate measures, while the powers and increasing
profits of Government were within their reach, and they
had a prospect of estates for life in the sunshine of royal
and proprietary favour. But now alas! their moderation has
quite deserted them, they will not be governed by leather
aprons; places, by this tyrannick, this intolerable Constitu-
tion, are rendered entirely dependent on the people, who
hate to pay much money for little service. Besides, by a
very convenient indulgence in our old mode of proceeding,
in favour of which many of us are much prejudiced, an enter-
prising man might be a Delegate in the Continental Con-
gress, a member of General Assembly, and hold nearly as
many Executive offices as he pleased. Now a Judge of
Admiralty must entirely give up the privilege of prescribing
rules for his own conduct, or relinquish his post. This
separation of Legislative ana Executive power, and the
amazing precautions taken to prevent the inveteration of
power, are the really obnoxious articles in the Constitution,
and neither the catholicism of the creed, nor strictness of
the oath of allegiance-which, by the way, is the ,most
rational and most unexceptionable that ever was offered to
mankind. But, alas! we are disunited, say the honest,
unthinking people, and our wise and good men tell us that
if we do but dispense with the oath of qualification, which
must bar the gentry, whose whole souls are bent upon the
prejudice, injury, and final overthrow of our free Constitu-
tion, omit the election of a Counsellor, and instruct tbe
Assembly to amend the Constitution till we aJI like it, we
shall agree quietly. -

For God's sake, gentlemen, consider a moment what you
are about t Is an oath that bars an inveterate enemy who
would enter a garrison on purpose to throw open its gates
to the besiegers, a tyrannick, cruel, and unreasonable thing?
Did not the law, which excluded Gennans resident in
Pennsylvania, for many years, and every man below the
value of fifty pounds in clear estate, bear as hard upon the.
honest friends of our country as could be? and yet this
was never complained of, but wished to be continued by
these wonderful sticklers for, free election. For my own
part, I care not how free our future elections may be, pro-
vided the persons we elect be not empowered to subvert
our legal freedom when elecled.

The Constitution has ever been understood to be the
charter or compact of the whole people, and the limitation
of all Legislative and Executive powers. The people at
large, by their Delegates, are the only proper makers and
amenders of such compacts, and whatever man or body of
men goes about to alter, add or take away, from a Consti-
tution thus formed, by any other means than the consent of
the community at large, is guilty of high treason against the
State, and justly liable to the punishments by law estab-
lished for the same. '

Our Convention was delegated in so fair a manner, that
even from our enemies we have never heard a complaint of
the least omission of any thing requisite to render that
important body a full representative of the whole people.
They were sent to frame and establish a Constitution, with-
out any instruction to wait a mOme!lt longer than it was
finished; the necessity of the State called for that expedi-
tion, as we too evidently find by the violent sedition already
stirred up amongst us. They perfected their work in so
masterly a manner, that the idolators of power have sifted
it as Satan did Sctint Peter, to find flaws in it to expose it
to contempt and

\

detestation; and at last their masterly
penetration found out it must be a vile thing, because a
certain schoolrnaster* had a principal hand in forming it.
If such criticks had been a little better schooled, they would,
perhaps, have said, with Alexander the Great, that they
owed more to Aristotle for their education, than Philip for

'"
Mr. James Cannon, a learned, sensible, and disinterested patriot.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

their descent to the heirship of a Kingdom.* I am weJl
informed, that in their first secret cabal, one proposed at-
tacking the Constitution on the religious quarter; a more
conscientious gentleman, as nemo repente fit turpissimus,
objected and said he thought it abominable to bring religion
into political debates, and was, for his part, of opinion that
creeds had nothing to do in civil Constitutions, but that he
was answered the people could not be moved otherwise,
and tbe necessity of the case carried the question. But
here a scene opens upon us too black for description, too
base for imagination, and too detestable to escape the exe-
cration of future ages, who shall be informed that biJlets
were handed about to persons throughout all parts of the
city, who were judged proper subjects to work upon, care-
fully passing by those who were a little better acquainted
with proceedings of this natme, than to be expected to
swallow the artfulness which was cooked up to inflame their
passions and mislead their judgments, to the destruction of
their own, and the peace, liberty, and happiness of posterity.
It is very remarkable, that gentlemen who came to impeach
the Convention for iyranny, in imposing declarations of
our attachment to the Government, could not suppose
themselves ready to proceed on their business till they had
actually subscribed a tantamOL1nt declaration. After this
their grand conductor, or as orator Puff repeats ad nau-
seum, their leader, proposes for their consideration: "That
the late Convention was called for the express purpose of
forming a new Government in this State, on the authority
of the people only, with power also to appoint Delegates
in Congress, and a Council of Safety." As this was
a truth unquestioned by all men, it was judged a good
entering wedge for all that followed, for few besides the
Lycurgus of the Delaware State, would have conceived it
implied a conclusion that any restriction of their commission,
and consequent censure of their conduct, was impJied by
that resolve. However, having got that down, the second
was proposed, viz: "That the said Convention assumed
and exercised, powers with which they were not entrusted
by the people." This bold assertion might well have enti-
tled the cool, the moderate man, the friend to peace, liberty,
and lawful Government, to expect some evidence in sup-
port of so daring a charge against the majesty of the whole
people in their unquestioned representative. The Consti-
tution was demanded to be brought forth and read, and the
instances in it pointed out which could ground the allega-
tion. But all in vain; and when the mighty introducer of
the resolutions harangued the people on the cruel designs
of their Delegates, the burden of his song rested on their
remaining at ease in Philadelphia, while he was risking his
life on the Sound of Staten-Island. He indeed said they
had exceeded their power in many things. Colonel Mat-
lack, though greatly indisposed, was fired at so wretched an
attempt to render men odious for doing what they must
have been the most criminal traitors to the Commonwealth
had they neglected. He read over a list of the extra arti-
cles they had actecl upon, and at the end of each asked the
people, was that wrong, cruel, or oppressive? They
answered in the negative, or were silent, to all. The pre-
mier orator tben said, the gentlemen on the other side might
spare themselves the labour of vindicating those artiCles, as
he had no reference to any thing without the Constitution.
On this Dr. Y -g observed, that he should feel for the
present Assembly in a too sensible manner, if they should
be induced to 'resolve that the most important body that
ever convened on the affairs of tbis State exceeded their
powers in the instance wherein they had no limitation.
Noise, clamour, and vague declamation, ended the debate
on the second resolution, and the question being put, was
decided in the affirmative.

After so clear a demonstration of popular infatuation, the
last-mentioned gentleman spoke but little more, and did not
appear on the next morning, to which the meeting was
adjourned. ,

On the fourth article: "That the said Constitution un-
necessarily deviates from all resemblance to the former
Government of this State, to which the people have been

.. They quite forget Dr. Franklin, and DltVid Rittenhouse, A, M., were
in Convention. 'Tis true they remember Colopel .7Ifatlack, but only to
inform the true proprietors of d~minion (the rich) that the fe]]o\y is an
upstart and does not keep a charlOt.

73

.
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accustomed," Messrs. ~I-k and C-n observed, that
in a Government founded on charters from two Sovereigns,
it was hard to fin.d many articles which cOI,Ild Serve a.s
copies for sections of a Constitution framed on the authority
of the people only. And that too many member$ of the
Convention had a most just and inveterate abhorrence to

. that wretched jumble of regal and proprietary domination,
to wish to rake into it for any materials they needed.
However, the people who composed that meeting passed
the resolution, as they did everyone tbat was read to them,
without the least alteration.

At the Tu,esday meeting, understanding that the abstlr~
dity of swearing to support a Government tbat "should be
made" by an Asseli1bly they should instruct for the pur-
pose, was too glaring, they expunged that article, and did
not put it to VQte..

The large and respectable meeting, of between two and
three hundred persons convened fQr the patriotick purpose
of overthrowing the Constitution, then resolved tbat tbeir.
judicious resolmioos $hould be affectionately recommended
to tbeir fellow-citizel1s in every part of the Sta.te ofPenn:-
sylvania, and some persons were accordingly despatched
with them.

..

How clear tbese ambas$adors will steer of" Kingly" and
"Proprietary" votaries in their preseot tour, is nOt quite
evident to persons who observe a wonderful softness of dis-
position lately where there was heretofore tlJe most pro-
found contempt on one side, and as hearty resentment on
the other.'

Nothing less than dementition, or a total iuattention tQ
the probable consequences of so dangerous a measure, could
ever ha \'e led a number of honest and. worthy men to
patronize so pernicious an experiment. Could they consi-
der a moment the behaviour of OUfcornmon enem.ies on the
occasion, they could not fail to draw instruction from it.
They know well the conoequences of suffering the Legisla-
ture to amendconstitution$. They have seen the effects of
it in the several cbanges of the condition of the people in
Europe. A little reading would inform us that the slavery
and misery of every St.ate that eyer lost it;; liberty, was the
consequence of people's negligence in this v\)ry point. A
point of more importance than all the WQrd~ in my power
will ever be able to communicate.

To conclude, fellow-citi4ens, be advised by a person who
can have no i)lterest in e!eceiving Y0I.I,to hold fast your
Constitution as tbe SUre hope of your political salvation.
'Tis time enough to. bave it amended when experience aIle!
cool retlec;tion on all d1C arguments that Can bE)offered for
and against it can ripen your judgments fOf so weighty ao
affair. At present you are sensible the opposers of your
free Government have I1)ightily and very rudely troubled
the waters, and if you d_onot find tbey aim to fish advan-
tages to themselve~ OJ.Jtof the publick disquiet, never again
give credit to CON$IJ;)J;R,ATIQN.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Commiuee of Observation, Inspec-
tIon, and Correspondence, at the hOl.lseof Adam Reigart,
tbe 21.st October, 1776: .

Present, Edward Shippen, William Atlee, Lodwick
Lowman, William Bowsmi,In,Adam Reirrart, Casper Shaff-
ner, ~Iichad "Musser, Henry Dehvjf, :khn Miller, George
JtlQore, Abrah(lm Dehvjf. William Atlet; in the chair.

An express from Philadelphia arrived, with a Letter
frQm Colonel George Ross, accompanied with the Resolves
of a number of the respectable inhabitant;; of Philadelphia,
respecting the proceedings of the late Coovention, directed
to the Committee of this County. And a,5 matters con-
tained in the. said resolves are of great importance to this
State, it is

ResollJlid and Ordered, That the Chairman do Sl.lm-
mons the members of tbe County Committee to meet at
the Court-House in Lar!(;a~ter, on Friday, the 25th instant,
at ten. o'clock in the 1l10ming, to take the matter therein
contained into consideration. and determine thereon as shall
be thought proper; that a number of the said Resolutions be
immediately printed in the English and German languages;
and that expresses be sent off to-morrow morning, or sooner
if they can be sooner printed, to summon the members of
Committee of the different Townships to attend as afore-

said; and that a printed copy be sent to each Town~hip,
that the members may know the design of their being
c;:alled together. .'

Mr. William Paine, manager for Colonel Curtis Gru.Ub,
at his Furnace, representing, by direction of his sairl em-
ployer, that he bath cast a number of Cannons, by order of
the honourable the Congress, which have been proved and
are fit for service; that tbe said Cann.on are wanted aJ
Philadelphia, to be put on board the frigates fitting out by
order of Congress, and that be cannot procure wagons to
take tbem down without the assistanye of tbe Committee:
It is

Resolved, Tbat the Cbairman, by warran.t onder his
hands, give orders to the Constable of Lt;banon T()wQs.hip
and the Townsbips adjacent, immediately to impre$sa DlmJ-
ber of Wagons and Hor,;es slJffic;ient t.ocarry those Cannol)
to Philadelphia; and that, in impressing such Wagons and
Horses, they have respect to such persons who, by being in
actua] service, have been obliged ~oneglect their farros, a.nd
take them /i'Omamong such as have ba.d the advantage of
att~ding their farms in the absence of the Associators who
have gone into ~.ct.\Jal~ervice.

At a meeting of ~he Committee of Observation. &nd In-
spection at Lanca$ter, the 22d OctQber, 1776:

present, William Atleli, LQdwick Lowman, Edward
Shippen, Henry Dehuff, Christopher Crawford, John ~1il-
ler, Adam Rcigart, JacQb Krug. Willi.am 4tlte in the
chair.

la,cob Rees, tent. in £ 1,000, l TQ the State of Pen11,~

Abraham1{endig, tent. in £500, 5 sylvqnia, for tbe good

behaviour Qf t.be said Jqcob Rees to al) the subjects and
inhabitants of the said State, particularly to ThQmasSm#h,
bis fa.mily and estate. Acknowledged ill Committee 01)
22d October, 1776.

ThQmcJs JYlcDQnnaugh,of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment,
is permitted to go to York, to atteud Lieutenant 1,'hompson
there.

JosephPeters, of the Seventh Regiment, is permitted t9
go to Carli.sle, to attend on LieutenantDespard toere, in the
room of !Wbert Miller, his I<}teservant, who is returned.

In Committee, Octol;Jer 22, 1776.

Letters to the differenl Committees of ~/1e diffi)rent
Townships se.nt.a$ follows, vi:!!:

To the members of Upper PUJ;ton, oen~.by Mr. n'illiam
'Brown.

To the mem.bers of Paxton, delivered tq Mr. Williall~
Brown, One of \oe members.
Brown, who engages to deliver tbem to Mr. Janu:son,~ne

To the lJ]ember~ of j}lQuntjoy, sen.t by Mr. Williwn
of the members. .

To the members of Bart, delivered tQ Andrew WQrk,
oPe of the members.

To the members of Conf!!!togo,sent by Abraham J(en-
rJig, who engages ~o deliver it to Abraham Newcomer.

To the member,; of HawflQver,sent by Mr. William
Brown, who engages to deliver it to Joh'(l !logers, one of
tbe members.

To the members of L(mdonderry, sent by Mr. William
Brown, who engages to deliver it to Ja.c()b Cook, one of
the members.

To the members of Derry, sent by Mr. William Brown,
who engages to deliver it. to William Laird, one qf the
memb~rs.

To the members of Colerain, sent by JQseph Mille1', who
engages to deliver it ~oRichard Ferree, one of the mem:-
bel'S.

To the members of Little Britain, sent by JQseph Mil-
ler, who engages to fQrward it to William Gillcreant to-mor-
row morning.

To the members of Lan£(1ster Township, delivered to
Mr. A. Graff, one of the members.

To the membersof ~[(mheim Township, delivered 10
Mr. S. Groff, one of tbe members.

To the lJ)embers of Lampiter, sent by Mr. A. Grctff,
who engages to deliver it. to Mr. Witmer, one of tbe rnem-
bel's.

To thenwmbers of ~lartic7c, sent by Thomas Clark,
who engages to deliver it to Mr. William Clark, one of tbe
members, to-morrow morning.

.
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Derry- William Laird, Daniel Elliot.
Londonderry-Jacob Cook.
Donegal-Alexander Lowery, Bartram Galbreath.
lUountjoy-John Jamison. .
Rapho-James Patterson, Jacob Haldiman, Joseph Lit-

tle.
Coleraine,-Gabriel Monison, Richard Ferree. .
Little Brittian-Samuel Scott, Francis Al'mstronO',Wil-

liam Gillereat.
0

Sadsbllry-Isaac Irwin, William Gay, Jun.
Bart-Andrew Work, Jun., John Shannon.
Upper Paxtang-

William Atlee in the chair.
Ordered, That Mr. Slough pay to Gabriel Morrison,

Daniel McConnel and Richard Ferree, reasonable carriaO'e
for bringing the Blankets collected by them for the P~-
vincial troops to Lancaster, and that he pay to Francis

John. Armstrong and William Gillcreat reasonable carriaO'e for
bringing the Blankets, colIected by them for the Pro~incial
troops, to Lancaster.

Ordered, That Mr. Slough pay to such other members
of this Committee, as have collected Blankets for the pub-

Archi- lick use, reasonable carriage for bringing them to Lam;aster;
and Mr. Lowman,Mr. Bowsrnan,and Mr. Shaffner, or any
two of them, am appointed to consider and settle the SUms
to be paid to the persons who shall apply for carriage as
aforesaid.

Captain John 'J-lcKenzie, a prisoner of war on his parole,
Jenkins, Henry produced a paper signed by Richard Peters, Secretary at

War, mentioning that he hath permission to reside in Done-
gal Township, in this County.

To the members of Drumore, sent by Thomas Clark,
who engages to deliver it to Mr. John Smil!!, one of the
members, to-morrbw morning.

To all the other To\Vnships, sent by express.

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Lan-
caster, at the Court-House, on Frida!!, the :25th October,
1776. Present:

For the Borough of Lancaster-William Bowsman,
Lodwick Lowman, Jacob Krug, Adam Reigart.

For Lancaster Township-Mathias Slough, Andrew
Graff.

For Hempfield Township-Robert Spear.
For Manheim Township-Sebastian Graff.
For ltlannor Township-
For Conestogo Township-William Atee.
For lWartiek Township-John McMullen.
For Drummore Township-William McIntire,

Smiley.
For Leacock Township-James Crawford.
For Strasburgh Township-
FOI'Lampiter Township-John Witmer, Jun.
For Salisbury Township-Isaac McCammont,

bald Henderson.
For Warwick Township-Jacob Erb.
For Elizabeth Township-
For CocolicoTownship-
For Earl Township-
For Caernarvon Township-David

Weaver.
For Brecknock Township-
For Heidelberg Township-
For Bethel Township- .
For Hannover Township-William Cathcart.
For Paxtang Township-William Brown, John Harris.
For Derry Township-William Laird, Daniel Elliot.
For Londonderry Township-Jacob Cook.
For Donnegal Township-Alexander Lowery, Bartram

rial breath.
For ~MountjoyTownship-John Jameson.
For Rapho Township--J<tmes Patterson, Jacob Haldi-

man, Joseph Little.
For Colerain Township-Gabriel Morrison, Richard

Ferree, Daniel McConnel.
For Little Brittian Township-Isaac Irwin, William Gay,

Jun.
For Bart Township-John Shannon.
For Upper Paxtang Township-
William Atlee was unanimously chosen Chairman.
On motion that the Constitution of the Commonwealth

of Pennsylvania, as established by the late General Con-
vention, be read, it passed in the affirmative; and the same
was read accordingly by the Chairman.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock.

Saturday, October 26, 1776.

Present: Lancaster-Lodwick Lowman, Jacob Krug,
Casper Sbaffner, Adam Reigart, John Miner.

Lancaster Township-Andrew Graff, Mathias Slough.
Hempfield-Robert Spear.
Manheim-Sebastian G~aff.
Mann01'-Jacob Rubley.
Conestoga-William Atlee, Michael Haverstick.
Martick-John McMullen.
Dromore-William McIntire, John Smi1ey.
Leacock-James Crawford.
Strasburgh-John Breckbill, Eberhart Gruber.
Lampiter-John Witmer, Jun.
SalisbU1-y-Isaac McCammont, Archibald Henderson.
Warwick-Jacob Erb.
Elizabeth-George Hoyle..
Cocolico-
Earl-
Carnavon-David Jenkins, Henry Weaver.
Brecknock-
Heidleberg-
Lebanon-John Light.
Bethel-Casper Kore.
Hanover-William Cathcart.
Paxtang-William Brown, John Hanis.

New-York, October 21, 1776.

On Monday last, the Perseus, Captain Elphinson, with
eleven sail of transports, having on board troops and provi-
sions, arrived in port, after a passage of eleven weeks from
Portsmouth. The Perseus took two privateers and a tra-
ding vessel with a valuable cargo off the coast, and brought
them safe into port.

On Friday sixty-five sail of vessels, ander convoy of the
Diamond and Ambuscade, with the second division of the
Hessians and one thousand Waldeckers, under the command
of the General Knyphausen and Schmidtz, and a number of
recruits for the British troops, in all about eight thousand
effective men, arrived off Sandy-Hook. They sailed fi'om
Plymouth Sound the 27th of July. In the fleet are several
victuallers, and vessels laden with draught horses for the train
and baggage of the army. In the Diamond arrived the
Earl of Winchelsea and the Hon. Mr. Finch, son to the
Earl of Aylesford.

.It, is remarkable that not. one of so great a convoy is
mlssmg; and the troops are In exceeding good health and
spirits. The men-ol-war brought in some prizes.

When the ships left JiJngland, a report of the death of
General Conway prevailed at Portsmo'lJih.

',[0 THE EDITOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA EVENING POST.

Trenton, November 4, 1776,

SIR: Accidentally meeting with the enclosed newspaper,
I could but admire at the pains which the enemies to the
free States of America are taking, in order to reestablish the
old constitution of New- York; an attempt, which, I con-
ceive, ought to be made pubJick, in order that the people
at large might determine on what conduct they would show
to such as dared to break so important a link in the chain
of union; and, ,as I cannot but view this breach or attempt
of the utmost Importance to the peace and well-being of
every State, I make no doubt you will give a place in your
useful paper to that publication under the New- York head
of Octobe,r21, by which you will oblige your humble ser-
vant, A FRIEND TO AMERICAN FREEDOM.

New-York, October 21,1776,

In consequence of the advertisement in our last, request-
ing his Majesty's loyal subjects, inhabitants of the City and
County of New- York, to meet at the City-Hall on Wed-
nesday, the 16th instant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, a
very large concourse of people attended at the place and
time appointed. The members of his Majesty's COllncil,
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the Judges, and all the other well-affected citizens who were
not driven away by the hand of violence, or sent prisoners
to other Provinces, were 'present; when a decent and
respectful address to LOI'd HQwe and General Howe, the
King's Commissioners for restoring peace to America, was
read, representing the firm auachment of the inhabitants
to our rightful and gracious Sovereign George the Third,
and their sense of the constitutional supremacy of Great
Britain over these Colonies; lamenting the interruption of
that harmony which formerly subsisted between them, and
praying that this City and County might be restored to his
Majesty's peace and protection. T~le addres;; was unani-
mously approved and adopted, and It was agreed that the
inhabitallt~ should all sign it. BUt the number assembled
bemg too great to sign at that time, two respectable citizens
were appointed to attend at a publick house adjoining the
City-Hall, from ten o'clock, A. M., to two o'clock, P. M"
every day, to take subscriptions tiJI a1l had signed. As this
measure was the first step that was necessary to be taken
on 0111'part towards effecting a reconciliation with Great
Britain, joy was lighted up in every countenance on the
prospect of returning peace and union with the parent State.
The populace expressed the feelings of their hearts by loud
accJamations and shouts of applause.

After this an affectionate address to his Excellenc'y Wil-
liam Tryon, Esq., our worthy Governour, was read, "re-
questing him to present the above address to the Commis-
sioners, and otherwise to exert himself that the prayer of it
might be granted." This address was also unanimously
approved and agreed to, and the Hon. 1\11'.Chief-Justice'
Horsmanden was desired to sign and deliver it to his Excel-
lency, in behalf of the inhabitants.

The well-known humanity of the Commissioners, and the
tender regard they have manifested for the welfare of Ame-
rica, in their several Declarations, afford the most flauering
hopes that the address to them will be productive of the
desired effect; and it is most devoutly to be wished that the
Continent may follow the example of this city, that the
Americans in general may avail themselves of his Majesty's
clemency and paternal goodness in offering to restore them
to his royal protection and peace. Those who continue
deaf to such benevolence, and thereby prolong the present
destructive and unnatural rebellion, will be utterly inexcu-
sable in the sight of God and man. Their obstinacy must
be detested by the wise and virtuolls; the inevitable ruin.
attending it will be unpitied by all, and posterity will exe-
crate their memories.

PETITION AND REPRESENTATION OF QUEEN'S COUNTY, IN
NEW-YORK.

To the Right Honourable RICHARD, Lord Viscount HOWE,
of the kingdom of IRELAND, and to His Excellency the
Ron. WILLIAM HOWE, Esquire, General of his Majes-
ty's Forces in AMERICA, the King's Commiss1:oners for
restoring peace to his Majesty's Colonies in NORTH-
AMERICA.

The humble Representation and Petition of the Freeholders
and Inhabitants of QUEEN'S County, on the Island of
NASSAU,in the Province ofNEw-Y ORK:
YOWl' Excellencies having, by your Declaration of July

last,' opened to us the pleasing prospect of returning peace
and security, long banished by the many calamities sur-
rounding us, we entertained the most sanguine expectatioDs
tbat the Colonies would at length have submitted to their
duty, and acknowledged the constitutional authority they
had so wantonly opposed.

When we compared the dismal situation of the country,
suffering under all the evils attending the most convulsive
state, with the mild and happy government it had before
experienced, we saw no ground for hesitation; from happi-
ness we had fallen into misei'y, from freedom to oppression!
We severely felt the change and lamented our condition.
Unfortunately for us, these hopes were blasted by the infat-
uated conduct of the Congress. Your Excellencies, never-
theless, having been pleased by a subsequent Declaration
again to hold up the most benevolent offers, and to repeat
his Majesty's gracious intentions towards the obedient:

Permit us, his :Majesty's loyal and well-affected subjects,
the freeholders and inhabitants of Queen's County, humbly
to represent to your Excellencies that we bear true alle-

giance to his Majesty George the Third, and are sincerely
attached to his sacred person, crown, and dignity; that we
consider the union of these Colonies with' the parent State
essential to their well being; and o~r earnest desire is that
the constitutional authority of Great Britain over them may
be preserved to the latest ages.

And we humbly pray that your Excellencies would be
pleased to declare this County at the peace of his Majesty,
and thereby enable us to receive the benefits flowing from
his most gracious protection.

Queen's County, October 21,1776.

John :MorrelJ, Lorance Fish, John Carle,
Thomas Hallet, George Smith, Michael Rogers,
Charles Willet, Jo's BirdsalJ, Samuel Titus,
Geor~e Nostrand, Nathan Skidmore, John Rodman,
Enocll Martin, Israel Seaman, Jacob Suydam,
Jonathan Rowland, Jacob Jackson, Peter Alburtus,
John Embree, Samuel Carman, Benjamin Field,
Benjamin Arisson, Joshua Tettil, George Hicks,
Abraham Lawrence, John McIntosh, Oliver Waters,
Hallet Wright, John Hewlett, William Burns,
Jos. Wright, Stephen Wood, Oliver Ta]man,
Philip Field, George Watts, John Searing,
John Fowler, Isaac Denton, William Waters,
Thomas Blockley, Richard Green, Hendrick Eldert,
John Marston, Joseph Bedel, WiIliam Talman,
Oliver Thorne, Jona. Valenline, Thomas Fowler,
William Lowere, Christian Snedeker, Jacob Griffin,

,

WilJiam Arisson, William Langdon, John Van Liew,
Gilbert Field, James Searing, Robert Morre1l,
Jos. Haviland, Jr., Wil1iam Pearsall, Caleb Valentine,
Wil1iam Reid, Joseph Cadles, K ehemiah Coe,
Elbert Hoogland, James Cornwel1, Geo. Rapalje, Jr.,
D. Roe, constable, Ephraim Ludlow, James Morrell,
Joseph Griffen, Cornel Smith, Ab'm J. Rapalje,
John Smith, Wil1iam Langdon, Stephen Moore,
Samuel Smith, Amos Smith, John Rapalje,
Samuel Fish, Richard Mott, Bern's RapaJje,
Francis Marston, Cornelius Bogert, Jesse Fish,
Thomas Bennen, Tunis Covert, Dan 'I Norstrandt,
Benj. Farrington, Jacob Mott, Jr., Chris'r Remsen,
Tho's Woodward, John Sands, Alex'r J'lfcMul1en,
Leonard Lawrence, Micajah Townsend, Richard Gardiner,
Matthew Redet.t, Joseph Hegeman, Wi1liam Steed,
Baltus Van Kleeck, Jesse Weekes, Silas Lawrence,
Theophilus Wright, Samuel Weekes, Nicholas Wickolr,
Gilbert C. Willet, Jos. Thorney Craft, Jacobus CoHier,
Isaac Underhill, Timothy Townsend, Abraham Probasco,
Edward Wi1let, Jotham Townsend, Thomas Youngs,
Peter Underhi]], W. Townsend, Charles Hicks,
G. Von Wicklen, James Craft, Peter H. Waters,
Daniel Young, Charles Thorn, Ezekiel Roe,
William Butler, Thoma~ KipI', John Morrell,
Jacob Weeks, Jr., John Weekes, "Villiam Prince,
Zebulon Wright, Dan 'I Rapaljc, Sr., James Field,
Simeon Walters, Jacobus Ricker, Samuel Thorne,
Joseph Latham, Abraham Berrien, Christopher Robert,
Samuel Burr, Garret Luyster, Jacob Suydam,
Henry Dickenson, Benjamin Field, Benj. Thorne, Jr.,
:Mareh :McEwen, John Lawrence, Joseph Thorne,
Darius Allen, AL'm Polhemus, Samuel Smith, Jr.,
israel Oakley, Nathaniel Hunt, 'Vm. Lawrence,Jr.,
Thomas Smith, Jr., Ab'm Brinckel'holr, David Fowler,
Isaac Carpenter, John Leverich, Daniel Clement,
Richard Weeks, Rem P. Remsen, John Monfort,
Robert Wilson, John Burroughs, Daniel Hitchcock,
Zebulon Dot

1"
Jacob Palmer, Pepperel Bloodgood,

Dan 'I HendrIckson, John Gorsline, Caleb Lawrence,
John Bennett, Robert T. Co]]ins, John Thorne,
Jeromus Leister, John Parsa]], Thomas Foster,
Refine Weeks, Jacob Bennet, James Areson,
Ab'm Van Wyck, Abraham Divine, Darby Doyel,
Benjamin Cheshire, J ores Brinckerholr, Issachar Polock,
James Voorhies, Peter Smith, Jr., Benjamin Thorne,
Cornelius Suydam, Plat Smith, V. Hicks,
Charles Justus, Waters Lambel'tson, John Talman,
Gabriel Cock, Nath'l WoodrutT, Stephen Lawrence,
Solomon Wooden, Danie] Ludlam, Somerset Lawrence,
John Remsen, Simeon Lugrin, Robert Lllwrence,
Isaac Keen, Nathaniel Highee, Samuel Wright,
John Williams, Nathaniel Smith, Oliver Corne]],
Abraham Snedeker, Richard Roads, Joseph Beesley,
Richard Jackson, John Losee, Henry Lowere,
George Bayley, J. Van Nostrandt, Richard Loudon,
Thomas Ja~kson, Peter Smith, Sr., Daniel Townsend,
Nichol. Van Cott, John Remsen, Jacob Van WickJen,
Ahraham Allen, Thomas Wiggins, Francis Conihane,
Daniel Allen, Michael Flowers, David Chadoyne,
Hen'k Hardenberg, Samuel Thorne, William Walters,
Barnt Snedeker, Gilbert Cornell, Anthony Wright,
John Ue Vedito, Edward Hicks, Ab'm Remsen,
Garret Wortman, Thomas Hicks, Joseph Carpenter,
D. V. Nostrand, Jr., John Mitchell, Jr., Joseph Cooper,
Richard Hewlett, Obadiah Cornwe]], Thomas Cheshire,
Benajah Bedle, Corneliuil Cornwell, Daniel "Veekes,Jr.,
Francis Davenport, Augustiue Mitehe]], Francis Blackburn,
Michael Demott, Samuel Hutchings, Robert Allen,
Elias Burtis, John Burtis, Zophar Hawkins,
Edward A]]i"on, John Woolley, Jacob Smith,
Charles Cornwell, William Milbourn, Rohert Colwell,
Samuel Jackson, George Rapalje, John Carpenter,
John Le&,ross, Henry Hauxhurst, Corn's Hoogland,
Rich'd GIldersleeve, Benjamin Hicks, John Remsen,
William Gritman, Newh'y Davenport, Abraham Weekes,
John Hall, Joseph Kissam, Nathaniel Weekes,
Thomas Williams, David A]]en, Tunis Hoogland,
Thomas Jackson, Thomas Lewis, Peter Liester,
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W. Braambos, Martin Schenck, Jr., Jacob Duryee,
Jacob Weekes, Peter Monfort, Garret Monfort,
A. Van Nostrandt, John Clement, George Duryee,
Peter Liester, Jr., Henry Stocker, Edmund Lindsay,
Farnan's Suydam, John Woolley, Jr., Absalom Wooden,
Jacob Dillingham, Andries Hegeman, John Butler, Jr.,
Daniel Dodge, Thomas Smith, Josias Latten,
John Weekes, Daniel Ireland, Amaziah Wheeler,
William Cheshire, W.Smith,CowNeck,Jo. Wortman,
Daniel Latten, John Cornwall, Joshua Hammond,
John Carpenter, Samuel Alline, Melanthon Thorne,
Joseph Cooper, Jr., John Toffe, Abraham Seaman,
Isaac Whipps, Benjamin Smith, Samuel Townsend,
Michael Weekes, George Hallet, Penn Cock,
Samuel Robbins, James Lewis, Daniel Vanvelred,
Simeon Hanxhurst, W. Willis, Jo.hn Allen,
Townsend Weekes, Mordecai "Tillis, Robert Jackson,
Thomas Place, Jos. Skidmore,. Sr., Barnt Snedeker,
Jacobus Suydam, Lewis Davenport, Isaac Robbins,
Rem Hardenberg, James Langdon, Jeromus Bennet, Sr.,
George Weekes, A. Van Nostrandt, G. ~oo.rstrandt, Jr.,
Daniel Weekes, A. Van N oorstrandt, BenJamm Lester,
Edmond Weekes, Daniel Rapalje, Richard Langdon,
J. Van Noorstrandt, RulefDuryee, James Smith,
W. Snedeker, Obadiah Mills, Luke Cummins,
S. Clowes, Jeremiah Remsen, Benjamin DorIon,
W. Pool, Robert Doughty, Henry Miller,
S. H. Davenport, Jo's Lawrence, C. Van Noorstrandt,
W. Hewlett, Simon Simol)son, John Birdsall,
Ambrose Seaman, Amos Mills, Increase Pettit,
Jona. Gildersleeve, Teunis Covert, Jr., J. Van Noorstrandt,
Benjamin Smith, R., John Voorhies, Thomas Fetherbe,
Isaac Jackson, Stephen Lott, Daniel Smith, Jr.,
John DorIan, Derrick Bergen, Samuel Birdsall,
Thomas Tredwell, Isaac Pettit, Sa. Jackson, the 3d,
Jonathan Cornelius, James Marr, Stephen Calas,
Joseph Smith, Jonathan Furman, Samuel Spragg,
Silas Smith, Samuel Tredwell, John Verety,
John Fetherbe, Robert Dixon, Abraham Baldin,
Benjamin Barker, Charles Cornell, Amos Powell,
W.Ferribe, Nathaniel Wright, Micah Williams,
Noah Seamors, Samuel Wright, John Smith,
Richard Jackson, Domini's Van Dine, Stephen Powell,
Tunis Covert, Aras V. Dine, Thomas Dorion,

.James Pettit, Stephen Voris, Benjamin Smith,Jr.,
Oliver Willis, Simon Voris, Seaman Watts,
George Weekes, John Suydam, T. Baker,
Stephen Hewlett, Rem Remsen, Samuel Carman,
George Watts, Jr., W. Monfort, P. Pettett,
Reuben Pine, Simon Lambertson, Jo. Lefferts,
Sylvester Bedle, Thos. Van Wyck, Thomas Clowes,
Mourris Simonson, W. Thorney Craft, Elijah Spragg,
Thomas Hicks, David Valentine, John Townsend,
Samuel Pettet, Jordan Coles, Rich. Townsend,
Jacob Doxsee, Mordecai Beedle, Benjamin Dorland,
S. Cornwell, Jr., John Henderson, S. Stringham,
Timothy Clowes, Step. Layrence,Jr., Stephen Baldin,
James Smith, Nicholas Ludlam, Richard Bruer,
George Baldwin, W. Hopkins, Jr., Israel Smith,
David Jackson, Ambrose Fish, Frederick Nostrand!,
Samuel Smith, Thomas Lawson, Jackson :Mott,
Gilbert Van Wyck, Jacob Bergen, Coles Carpenter,
Freeman Please, Lawrence Marston, Nathaniel Coles,
Isaac Covert, Noah Smith, Thomas Underhill,
Jordan Lawrence, Nicholas Smith, Benjamin Latting,
David Laton, Daniel Whitehead, John Jackson, Jr.,
James Pine, Benjamin Everitt, Thomas Kirby,
W. Frost, Douw V. Dine, Joseph Wood, .
Benj. Latting, Jr., Isaac Ditmars, Thomas Frost,
Tillot Colwell, Garret Ditmars, Thomas Hopkins,
George Downing, Aury Boerum, John Jackson,
George Bayles, John Remsen, Stephen Thorn,
John Tilley, Douw Ditmars, James Bennett,
Jacob Valentine, John Ditmars, Peter Sniffen,
Jacob Carpenter, Jacob Remsen, Daniel Lawrence,
Ant. Weekes, Nicholas Jones, John Moore,
Annanias Downing, Johannes H. Lott, Jacob Moore,
John Schenck, Clark Cock, William Sackett,
WiJIiam Weyman, Rem Remsen, John J. Waters,
Joseph Moore, Henry Higbie, John Bragaw,
W. Leverich, Hend'k Emans, Jr., Charle~ Debevois,
John Curtis, Jonathan Fish, John Kearns,
.Tohn Devebois, John Talman, Jr., David Van Wickel,
A. Polhemus, Jr., Thomas Furman, Peter Bragaw,
Joseph Gorsline, .Tohn Carpenter, A. Brinckerhoff, Jr.,
.Tacob Hallet, Jr., Samuel Clement, Robert Field,
.Tohn Morrell, Sam'l Mott Cornell, .Tohn Van Aulst,
Joseph Burroughs, .Tohannes Bergen, Howard Furman,
.Tohn Ketcham, Jr., Peter Ryerson, Thomas North,
Richard Rapalje, Thomas Fowler, John Fish,
Jarel Curtis, H. Townsend, Jr., Joseph Morrell,
Abra. Rapalje, J. V. Wicklen, Cornelius Rapalje,
William Bennet, Tristam Dodge, John Williamson,
Samuel Renne, Jac. Rhinelander, W. Van Wyck,
Isaac Brinckerhoff, Levi Weekes, Isaac Amberman,Jr.,
William Creed, Jr., Caleb Underhill; Jacob Ogden,
David Lamberson, Daniel Weekes, John Skidmore,
Isaac Ambeman, Charles Burnett, John Smith,
John Smith, Richard Weekes, Abraham Colyer,
.Tohn Skidmore, Robert HaJJ, Nicholas Everitt,
Daniel Bailey, John Robbins, Sr., Isaac Rhoads,
Peter Nostrandt, Brauch Allen, John Brush,
WaJter Smith, Daniel Terry, Samuel Messenger,
Nathaniel Smith, Isaac Smith, Nathaniel Mills,
Wm. Hendrickson, Arnold Fleet, Barnar. Hendrickson,
Tsaac Mills, William Hoogland, William Golder,
Whithead Skidmore, Daniel Duryee, .Tohn Rice,
.T. D. Peyster, James Vanscot, Samuel Smith,
Charles Smith, .Tohn Bennet, Sr., John Kissam,
William ValentiJ1e, John Weekes, Jr., Daniel Kissam, 3d
Thomas Ireland, .Terel!'iah Cheshire, Jo~n Seari~g,

,

Gregory Rete, Damel Birdsall, 1Vtlson Wtlliams,

Thomas Thorne, Jr., Henry Powell, Thomas Hollowed,
John Tredwell, John Amberman, Henry Sands,
John Searing, Henry Ludlam, Jr., Adrian Onderdonck,
Elbert Hegeman, Jr., Isaac Weekes, John Whaley,
Adam Mott, Sen., John Schenck, John Morrel,
Simon Sands, David Tilley, Israel Baxter,
John Smith, Robert Towns€lld, Philip Wooley,
W. Cornwell, Daniel Youngs, Jr., Joseph Clement, Jr.,
James Hewlett, John Hauxhurst, Richard Place,
John Mitchell, Jr., Jonathan Gorham, Samuel Way,
Samuel Wooley, Charles Gulliver, Martin Schenck,
Benjamin Cheesman, Henry Townsend, Peter Losee,
Philip Valentine, Minne Van Sicklen, Jonathan Searing,
John Marvin, Isaac Seaman, Jose{lh Stllrkings,
Rich. Townsend,Jr., Robert Jackson, Jr., DerTick Albertson,
Richard Townsend, .Tas. Townsend, Dr., Philip Young,
John Golding, William CrystalJ, J. J. Troup,
John Smith, Garret Noorstrandt, Andries Kashaw,
Daniel Wyllis, John Baker, Charles Cornell,
Elbert Brinckerhoff, Gorce Snedeker, John Mitchell,
Teunis Bergen, Sylvanus Bedell, .Henry Townsend,

. Robert Mitchell, W. Welling, W. Frost,
Jacob Nostrandt, Richard Smith, Henry Ludlam,
Edward Burling, James Hanrahan, Joseph Ludlam,
Teunis Brinckerhoff, David Sammis, Jacob Duryee,
Isaac Bragaw, Annanias Southard, D. W. Kissam,
Samuel Seaman, Jonathan Pratt, John Burtis,
Geo. Brinckerhoff, James Birdsall, Aaron Duryee,
Teunis Brinkerhoff, W. Pettit, W. Bennett,
Charles Hicks, Jr., Samuel DorIon, Thomas Cornell,
Walter Skidmore, Daniel Smith, Hervey Colwell,
Thomas Valentine, Samuel.Tackson, Albert Coles,
ReuJiffVoorhees, Richard Smith, Rob. Thorney Craft,
Nathaniel Provoost, Samuel Green, Baruch Cornell,
Jacob Field, Richard Pine, Daniel Kirby,
David Hallet, Isaac Smith, Comfort Cornell,
John WiJliams, Peter .Tones, Richard Smith,
Samuel Carman, Garret Golder, Daniel Albertson,
Silas Carman, John Mott, Nathan Horton,
Richard Lowdon, W. Thurston, John Whippo,
John Snedeker, Peter Lowge, W. Crooker,
Luke Eldert, Leffert Haugewort, Joseph Lawrence,
John Waters, Zeb. Smith, DanIel Hopkins,
Sam!. Skidmore, Jr., Thomas Seaman, Thomas Alsop,
Jaques Johnson, W. Smith, Jr.,

.
M. Van Noostrand,

Cornelius Bennett, Samuel Nichols, Jeremiah Port,
Albert Snedeker, Timothy Rhoads, Sylvester Cornell,
Samuel Skidmore, Germ'dus Clowes, Edward Colwell,
Nicholas Van Dyke, Benjamin Wigg-ins, Thomas Ludlam,
Philip Anen, Thomas Wiggms, Daniel Cock,
Henry Allen, Samuel Abrams, John Needham,
John Allen, Joseph Pettit, Jr., Joseph Denton,
Stephen Van Wyck, Benj. Dorland, Jr., Robert Valentine,
Charles Hicks, Pelham Sands, W. Willing,
Nehemiah Carpenter, Carman Burtis, Philip Allen,
George Cornwell, Carman Rushmore, - Birdsall, Jr.,
.Tohn Cock, Samuel Shaw, Elijah Wood,
Richard Lattin, David Bedell, James Pine,
John Bremner, Noah Combs, John Boerum,
J. Place, cordwainer, John Demott, John Hendrickson,
Luke Bergen, Daniel Cock, Jr., James Wood,
Samuel Thorne, Towns'd Dickenson, W. Cornell,
George Thorne, Rem Hegeman, Richard Hallett,
.Tohn Roe, Daniel Coles, Ob. Valentine,
Jacob Gorsling, .Teromus Bennett, Geo. Weekes, Sen.;
Thomas Loweree, John Probasco, .TobDuryee,
Samuel Moore, Sen., Michael Mudge, James Harper,
Isaac Lawrence, Solomon Craft, Joseph Denton,
Jacobus Lint, Charles Frost, Aaron Simonson,
Abraham Lint, W. Coles, Hendrick Emmens,
Daniel Lint, Thorn. Goldin, Seaman Weekes,
Thomas Lawrence, Benjamin Coles, Jacob Williams,
Samuel Cornell, George Downing, David Waters,
Benjamin Everitt, Clarke Lawrence, Nich. Van Arsdalen,
John Burtis, John Moore', Jr., W. Hal]et,
Hendr'k Suydam, James Moore, Anthony Rhodes,
Cornelius Ryerson, Thomas Morrell, James Wooden,
Isaac Lefferts, Jeromus Remsen, Jacob Kashow,
Wm. Glean, Thomas Eetts, Charles Feke,
Martin Rapalje, George Debevois, Daniel Underhill,
Jacob Carpenter, Edward Ortus, Stephen Denton,
Joshua Carpenter, Thomas Hunt, Samuel Townsend,
Da. Field, W. Furman, Daniel Hall,
Whit. Field, John Pettit, Elijah Cock,
Joha. Snedeker, John Van Alst, Jr., Gilbert McCoun,
W. Creed, Sen., Gabriel Furman, John Fleet,
Robert Coe, .Tr., George Sands, John Weeks, Sen.,
Samuel Fosdick, John Greenoak, Baruch Underhm,
Abm. Van Wicklen, John Greenoak, Jr., Henry Wheeler,
Nicholas 1Veekes, George Rapalje, John Chisel',
Johannes Covert, John Martin, Thomas Wright,
George Wright, Martin Johnson, Gabriel Duryee,
Absalom Townsend, John Amberman, Steph. Hendrickson,
George Youngs, The>mas Hinchman, Garret Bennitt,
'Tholnas Fleet, Amos Denton, Augustine MeCoun,
W. McCo~n, Obadiah. Hinchman, Nicho]as Wright,
.Tohn Robbms, John Hmchman, W. Burell,
Jacob Robbins, Samuel Higbie, Jacobus Ryder,
J. Van Noorstmndt, Daniel Everitt, Penn Week,
Micha Weekes, Lambert Moore, Benjamin Cock,
Elias Chadoyne, Daniel Smith, Luke Fleet,
Corn. Hoogland, Jr., Samuel MiIls, Samuel Cheshire,
John Doty, Aaron Hendrickson, Tice Lane,
Cornelius Vanscott, Garret Noostrandt, Derrick Amberman,
Nicholas Bennet, Thomas Martin, Michael Butler,
W. Bennet, Natbaniel Mills, Robert Colwell,
Daniel Burr, Nathaniel Denton, Peter Wheeler,
Somick Birdsall, Benjamin Ackerly, Isaac Remsen, Jr.,
Samuel Weeks, Joseph Hewlett, John Townsend, Jr.,
Peter Nostrandt, Jollll Thomas, Joseph Weekes,
John Hewlett, Sell., Thomas Pearsall, Nich. Van Cott, Jr.,
Joost Duryea,

.
Joseph Thorne, John'iValters,
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Joseph Hauxhurst, Philip
.

Thorne, Noah Mott, Jr.,
Jabob Belde!, Charles Titus, W. Hawxhurst,
Wi1liam Ludlam, Jacob Valentine, W. Vanreelred,
Jonathan Seaman, Benjamin Downing, John Suydam,
Jacob Williams, Samuel Titus, John MiUer,
Gilbert Wright, John Bashford, .TohnCashow, minor,
John Youngs, Benj. Tredwe1l, Dr., Stephen Vedito,
Jeromus Bennett, Th. Sellman, cooper, John Noostrandt,
Peter Hegeman, Richard Fuller, Elias Wheeler,
Charles Simonson, Philip Thorne, Nehemiah Sammis,
Adam Mott, Jeromus Rapalje, Samuel Langdon,
.Tacobus Lawrence, George D. Ludlow, Henry'Voo1ley,
Epenetus Platt, Daniel Kissam, Solomon Doxey,
Daniel Hewlett, Jr., Leo'd Cutting, Rev., Henry Shaw,
Pete. Cock, David Colden, William Stites,
Caleb Southward, G. G. Ludlow, Col., Solomon Seaman,
.TohnPratt, Josh. Bloomer, Rev., .Tohn Duryee,
Oliver Birdsa1l, Abraham Walton, Joseph Edoll,
John Pettit, Charles Arding, DavId Dorlon,
Joseph Dorlen, Jonathan Fish, Andrew Allen,
Samuel Denton, Samuel Fish, WiJJiam Smith,
Townsend Jackson, Robert Crommeline, RichardJackson,Jr.,
Gershom Smith, John Shoals, Obadjah Jackson,
W. Smith, .Tr., Joseph Field, Joh. Van Cotts, Jr.,
Benjamin C:irman, Thomas Smith, John Jackson,
John Post, Samuel Corne!!, Jacob Seaman,
ThomnsSeaman, Valentine H. Peters, 1VforrisGreen,
Samuel Mott, Hendk. Brinckerhoff,Samuei Combs,
Samuel Matt, 3d, Daniel Hewlett, Sen., Peter Schenck,
Parmemrs Jackson, Uriah Platt, John Laton,
Joseph HaU, John Slone, Peter Thomas,
John Ha1l, Jr., Richard Alsop, William Stilwell,
Solomon Pool, Daniel Duryee, John Smith,
Obadiah Seaman, Daniel Feeke, Coles Mudge,
Thomas Hutchins, Charles McEvers, William Mudge,
Richard Rhoads, Jacob Mott, John Luyster,
Samuel Pettett, James Hallet, Albert Albertson,
Thomas Dorland, W. Hallet, Derick Albertson,
Obadiah Pettit, George Ryerson, Joseph Coles,
Daniel Murray, Abraham Lawrence, Benj. Thomey Craft,
John Hegeman, John Townsend, W. Laton,
Joseph Clowes, Richard Smith, A. Van Noostrandt,
Nichols Betty, Stephen Thorne, Richard Townsend,
Samuel Sands, Daniel Brinckerhoff, HenryThorneyCraft,
James Burti,~, Prior Townsend, Jarvis Coles, .
John Jackson, Abraham Schenck, Benjamin Downing,
Benjamin Jackaon, W. Cock, Stephen Smith,
EJias DorIon, 3d, Richard Titus, Samuel Moore,
WaJter Covert, Daniel Thorne, David Moore,
Samuel Demott, Peter Titus, 1Vi1liam Howard,
John Foster, Peter Titus, Jr., Robert Coe,
Jacamiah B"dell, Elbert Adrianse, Mr. Lawrence,
Jas. Towns~nd, Jr., Stephen Frost, John Debevois, Jr.,
Ob'ldiah Lawrence, Simon Remsen, Daniel1Yiggins,
Timothy Ellison, Caspar Sprong, Teunis Brinckerhoff,
George Bennett, Cornelius Rapalje, Bernardus Bloom,
Amos Underhill, Hal'. Hendriekson, Daniel Luyster,
Peter Thorney Craft, James Carpenter, Richard Betts,
W. Roe, Penn Frost, Robert Jackson,
Samson Crooker, John Polhemus, .Tohn Snow,
.Tacobus Luister, WilJiam Latting, Samuel 'Yainwright,
Hewlett Townsend, Jonathan Morre1l, .Tohn Denise, .Tr.,
.Tohn Weehs, Edward Thorne, John Charlton,
Peter Monfort, Stephen Thorne, .Tr.,John Bennet,
Jacob Downing, .Tohn But]er, John Roades,
.Tonathan Smith, Samuel Mudy, John Montanye,
Nathan'! Moore, Andrew Ricker, Abraham Lott,
Nathan'l Moore, .Tr., Thos. HoweU Smith, Benjamin Creed,
Richard Morrell, George Underhill, .Toseph Thorne,
Samuel Waldron, .Tohn Lambertson, Damel Cornwell,
.Tohn'Vay, Isaac Remsen, Moses Higbie,
Daniel Debevois, Thomas Cock, Hope Roads,
Benjamin Moore, - Moury Kashaw, Cornelius Losee,
George Brin,~kerhoff, William Wright, Hend. Hendrickson,
Geo. Brinkerhoff, 3d, .Tonathan RoseD, Abraham Ditmars,
Thomas Burroughs, Wm. Reuben Hall, .Toseph Golder,
Hendr'k Jacobs, Procolus McCoun, Nicholas Van Dam,
.Tames Morrell, John Needham, .Tr., Caleb Cruees,
.Tohn McDannaugh, Samuel Townsend, .Tames Hughston,
Edmond Penfold, Thomas ColweU, Joseph Oldfield,
.Teromus Rapalje, Samuel Hare, Jr., Thomas Thorne,
.Toseph Burhng, Samuel Hare, Sen., William Hutchings,
Richard Rhoades, Samuel Jones, Thomas Dodge,
Nicholas Amberman, WilJiam Jones, .Tona. Hutchins,
Thomas Denton, David Jones, Richard Thorne,
Amos Denton, .Tr., .Tohn Jones, Thomas Applebey,
Garret Yan Wick]en, William Hall, Benjamin W ooUey,
Jacob Lott, 'Valter Jones, Hend. Van Der Belt,
Wm. Ludlam, Sen., Abrahiim Duryee, Samuel Latham,
WilJiam Forbus, Abraham Wansor, Nicholas Willson,
Thomas Higbie, John Bennet, .Tr., Henry Alline, Sen.,
Abm. Hendrickson, Geo. Townsend, .Tr.,Samuel Hewlett,
Albt. Hendr.;ckson, Jercmiall Robbins, Benjamin Sands,
William Watts, Stephen Robbins, John Thorne,
James Evel'ett, Daniel Burr, .Tr., Samuel Balding,
Nathaniel Mills, Jr., Daniel Noostrandt, James Crooker,
.Tabez Woodruff, Hanomon Lelond, Richard Kirk,
Peter Onderdonck, James Liffnrd, Peter Waters,
.Toris Rapalje, .Tohn Hewlett, - 'Villiam WilJiams,
Elbert He~eman, Garret Duryee, WilJiam Cox,
John BurtIs, .Tohn Ryder, Caleb Cornell,
.Toseph Ackerly, Henry Wanser, .Tr., Powel Amberman,
Ed. Penny, Pet. Noostrandt,Jr., .Tacob Doughty,
Caleh Morren, Levi Cork, J. Van Noorstrandt,
Hendk. Ond"rdonck, Gideon 'Vright, Joseph Skidmore,
Jacoh Bumstead, Cornelius Remsen, Abraham Demott,
And. He!,£eman, Jr., Samuel Hawxhurst, John Kashaw;
William ~mith, Samuel Youngs, Jo. Coe, '
Timothy Smith, 'V. Townsend, AJ. Brinckerhoi!',
James Howard, Samuel Baulding, I\enjamin Tredwell,
Philip S. Platt, Abel Baulding, Richard Wiggins.

To His Excellency WILLIAM TRYON, Esq., Captain-Gen-
eral and Governour of the P7'Ovince of N EW-YORK, and
the Territories thereon. dCJ!.ending, in AMERICA, Chan-
cellor and Vice-Admiral of the same, Sj-c., Sj-c., Sj-c.

:MAYIT PLEASE YOUREXGELLENCY: We, the tieeholders
and inhabitants of Queen's County, are happy once again
to address your Excellency in the capital of the Province.
We heartily congratulate YOll on your return, which we
consider as the earnest of further success, and hope, ere
long, the whole Province will feel the blessings of your
Excellency's upright administration.

Anxiously do we look forward to the time when the dis-
obedient shall return to their duty, and the ravages of war
cease to desolate this once flourishing country.

That we may be restored to the King's most gracious
protection, torn from us by the hand of violence, and
quicken others, by our example, to embrace the repeated
invitations of his :Majesty's Commissioners, we have resolved
on and subscribed a dutiful representation and petition, set-
ting forth to them our loyal disposition, and praying that the
County may be declared at the King's peace.

We entreat your ExceJlency to present our petition; and
rely on our known humanity and benevolence for the exer-
tion of your influence in behalf of the well-affected County
of Queen's, that it may again, in the bOHomof peace, enjoy
the royal favour under your Excellency's paternal care and
attention.

Signed by desire of, and in behalf of, one thousand two
hundred and ninety-three freehQlders and inhabitants, by

DAVID COLDEN.
Queen's County, October 21, 1776.

New-York, November 12,1776.

SIR: In compliance with the request in the address pre-
sented to me by you, in behalf of the inhabitants of Queen's
County, I, immediately after my return from Head-Quar-
ters, waitedQnLord Howe, one of the King's Commission-
ers for restoring peace to his Majesty's Colonies, and pre-
sented to his Lordship the very dutiful and loyal petition
and representation of the said inhabitants, who was pleased
to say, "he would take the' earliest opportunity of commu-
nicating with General Howe on the occasion."

This publick testimony from the inhabitants of Queen's
County, of their unshaken loyalty to our most gracious
Sovereign,and of their zealous allachment to the British
constitution, is particularly agreeable to me, and entitles
them lo my best endeavour~ for a speedy accomplishment
of their wishes; the season and the expediency of the
granting whereof are safely and happily committed to the

. wisdom and direction of his Majesty's Commissioners.
I am, with regard, sir, your most obedient servant,

W M. TRYON.

To David Colden, Esq., of Queen's County.

DIVISION ORDERS.

King's Bridge, October 21, 1776.

Order of march to be observed by the Division of the Army
under the command of ]}lajor-General HEATH, in their
route from this place to WHITE-PLAINS.
The division is to march from the left, (except four regi-

ments of General Clinton's brigade,) if possible, at eight
o'clock this morning. The advance guard is to consist of
one hundred men, taken from General Scott's brigade,
which is to be fol1owed by the heavy artillery. The
column will then fol1owby platoons or file; the six and
three-pounders between the first and second, third and
fourth regiments of each brigade. Each regiment will
throw out a flank-guard; and General Parsons will order a
rear-guard of fifty men. Each brigade is to have a wagon-
load of tools, which wil1 march with the heavy artilJery.
A number of the spears at Fort Independence are to be
loaded on the wagons of tools. Colonel Thomas and Col-
onel Drake wilJ send to each regiment 3. guide who is
well acquainted with the road to White-Plains, and the
vicinity of that pJace. general Clinton, with the regi-
ments of bis brigade, except Colonel Thomas's, will remain
here until the afternoon. He wiJI send away alJ the stores
and provisions, &c., wbich wilJ not be wanted for tbe
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detachment which IS to be left here. He will march his
brigade by the Albany road to Dobbs's F£'rry, receive his
ba~gage, &.c., from the bQats, and then join the division
without delay. Should the divisioo be attacked on the
march, the line will instantly form, the reserve at one hun-
dred paces in the rear; the light artillery as it is posted
On the march; the heavy artillery on the nearest cl?m-
manding height, a~d to be covered by Colonel Prescott's
regiment. A detachment of six hundred men to be left at
this post until further orders. They are to be under the
command of Colonel Lasker. Two hundred and fifty at
Co]onel ThQmas's balTacks, fifty at Colonel Swartwout's,
fifty at Genend Scott's, fifty at Colonel Prescott's, fifty at
Colonel Pawling's, fifty at Colonel Nicoll's, and one hun-
dred at Colonel Graham's. This detachment is to mount
proper guard~ and pickets, and to have alar~-pos~s in the
different works. The guards now at Mornswma to be
called in this evenir]O',and follow the division to-morrow
morning; and a small guard to be sent to the Heights that
way, and constantly kept for the security of the camp.
General Clinton will give a copy of this order, as far as
relates to the detachme.nt, to the commanding officer thereof,
before he marches.

W. HEATH, Major-General.

ROBEJ;tT U. HARRrsON TO WILLIAM DUER.

Camp on Valentine's HiEs, October 21, 1776.

DEAR Sm: Since his Excellency's letter of yesterday,
nothing of importance has transpired, unless the marching of
the eoemy to-day from East- Che,~ter towards New-Rochelk
is considered in that light. Intelligence of this event was
just 'now brought here, and of which I have transmitted
notice to his Excellency, who went out early this morning to
visit the posts on the left of our line and the White-Plains.

I am, with great esteem, your most obedient servant, .
ROB. H. HARRISON.

To William Duer, Esq.

ROBERT H. HARf,USON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 25,1776.]

Head-Q,uarters, Valentine's HiEs, October 21,1776,

Sm: His Excellency being absent on a visit to the seve-
ral posts on the left of our lines and at t11eWhite-Plains,
[ have the hOnQW to in.form you, by the Cavour of Colonel
Whipple, that, since my letter of yesterday, no event of
importance has occurred.

( have the honour to be, with
your most obedieot servant,

tbe greatest respect, sir,

ROBT. H. HARRISON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR ROGERS.

White-Plains, October 21,1776.

SIR: You are hereby requested to make the best stand
you can, with the troops under your command, against the
enemy, who, I am informed, are advanced this morning to
ltlaroneck; and I will, as soon as possible, order a party to
attack them in flank, of which you will be further informed
in proper time. Be cautious of mentioning design.

I am your most obedient servant,
GO.W ASHINGTON.

To Major Zabdiel Rogers.
Be pleased to send the endosed by a faithful officer, to

be communicated to all the troops on road through Con-
necticu,t.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL TRUMBULL.

White-Plains, October 21, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I wrote you yesterday, expressive of my
apprehensions on account of provisions for this army. 1
came to this place just now, in order to inquire further into
the state of this artick, and to look a little into the sitUation
and nature of the country. I have no reason, either fi'om
information or observation, to alter my opinion of yes-
terday, and therefore again and again entreat your every
exertion to supply these posts in tirne with flour and beef
for present use. To do this, mnch land carriage will become
unavoidable. Of course no time fflto be lost to provide a
number of teams. Besides the supplies necessary lor imme-

diate use, ii is absolutely necessary for magazines to be laid
up in secure places, removed from the water, in Connecticut,
and at such others as were mentioned in my last, and cir-
cumstances may direct.

The enemy mean, from present appearances, either to
get round us, or to coast it along upon the &und, in order
to destroy our provisions and stores. To prevent the first,
I am extending my line along as they do; to guard as
much as possibleagainst the second, I have ordered the
officers in their several departments to remove, as fast as
possible, all Continental property from the water; but the
want of teams is a most dreadful misfortune. I shall only
add, that, as soon as you can put matters into a proper
train in the country, your presence at camp will be much
wanted, and that I am, dear sir, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant, Go. WASIIINGTON.
To Colonel Jos. Trumbull, Commissary-General of Pro-

~'ISlons.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL M'INTOSH.

White-Plains, October 21, 1770.

SIR.: I wrote to you a few days ago, desiring,if you did
not find matters ready for the expedition to Long-Island,
that you would move forward with the two jUassachusetts
regiments under your command. I have further reason to
repeat my orders to you on that head. The enemy are
advancing by parties from their main body, which 90W lays
at New-Rochelle, and taken possessionof the posts upon the
Sound, with design to cut off our supplies from tbe east-
ward by water. They advanced, early this morning, to
lUamaronick, which our people shamefully abandoned at
their approach, not for want of numbers, but want of a good
officer to lead on the men.

I therefore again desire, that, if matters are not ready for
your intended expedition, you would lay it aside for the
present, and march immediately with the two regiments
under your command towards Byram river, and also desire
Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston to come forward with the
companies which he has under his command.. When you
arrive at Byram river you will send an express forward tQ
Brigadier-General Lord Stirling, who commands here, and
he will give you orders how to dispose of the men under
your command.

I am, &rc., Go. WASHINGTON.

'1'0 Colonel L.Mclntosh, of Georgw.

GENERAL M'DOUGALL TO ROBE.II.T YATES.

Yonkers, October 21,1776.

My DEAR SIR: The continued movements of our army
have prevented my answering your favour of the 4th
current. The warrants for filling up the four regiments
were delivered out in so irregular a manner, and nO 6nal
arrangement made of them, that it is impossible for me to
give you a rank-roll of our present regiment. Secretary
ltlcKes$on is the only one I know can furnish you with
what you want.

All the discerning officers of the army see the necessity
of having good officers in it. Without tbat, you never can
have a regular 01'brave army. The contrast between those
troops who are well and those. who are ill officered, now
in service, is so great, that it is impossible to have an
adequate idea of it but by experience. It has made such
an impression on the minds of every man of sense, civil as
well as military, [mm the neighbouring States, who have
viewed the army, that they are determined to make one
vigourous effort to obtain good officers for the new army.
I hope ours will not be wanting in a measure so necessary
for their honour and the common safety. OId men withol,lt
experience, are utterly unfit for the army. They want
ambition, which is tbe life and soul of a soldier; nor are
they fit for it if they have seen service, unless they are men
of genius, capable of improving by service; otherwise thf'_y
are a burthen to it. They are useless old boys, who pride
themsel ves in having been in service, witbout profiting by
it. If you would have officers and sqldiers, the former

.must be men of condition in the country, or men who have
a sense of honour, and whose class in life is respectable.
These are necessary quali6cations, among others, to make
the officer. Where these meet in men of genius, those they



1167 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1168

CQmmandwill be soldiers; but without it, they will only be
men. The hononr and security of my country have induced
me to be thus free in giving you my sentiments on this
important subject.

MyoId regiment has no Field Officer, which. has been of
great prejudice to it, Colonel Zedwitz being cashiered,
and Major Tuthill dismissed the service at his own request.
It is greatly reduced by the desertion of the men who had
wives, &c., in .New- York, and those belonging to Captains
Hyatt's and Steenrod's companies, recruited out of the
County of Trestchester. However, there are some good
officers and men in it, worthy to be retained in the service.
Even the bones of a regiment are of great moment in the
forming one. No time should be lost in appointing Field
Officers for it. It gives me great concern that many valu-
ahle officers of my regiment of last year will not entel' the
service unless they are placed in tkeir relath'e rank with
Colonel Dubois.

I have stolen this moment, and know not how soon my
brigade may be called to engage the enemy. I must there-
fore refer you to the enclosures.

I am, with sentiments of respect, yours and the Commit-
tee's very humble servant, A

, lU DLEX R J.uc OUGALL.

To Robert Yates, Esq.

COLONEL HASBROUCK TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

\
Newburgh, October 21,1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: By a resolve of Congress
passed in July, to raise the one-fourth part of the Militia,
to continue in service until the last day of Decembernext,
whereby we were empowered, if there were not a sufficieQt
number of Militia officers that should be wilJing to enter the
service, that the Field Officers were to appoint such persons
as they should judge proper, of which there were not a
sufficient number of subalterns, and did appoint Cornelius
Hasbrouck First Lieutenant, Leonard Smith Second Lieu-
tenant, under Captain Samuel Clark ; Johannis T. Jansen
First Lieutenant, Johannis Brown Second Lieutenant,
under Captain John Graham; and William Erwin Second
Lieutenant, under Captain Jacob Concklin.

The above-writtengentlemenhave not as yet been com-
missioned. Therefore desire you would favour them with
commissions as soon as possible, as they have been now
nearly three months in service uncommissioned.

Your compliance with my request will much oblige, gen-
tlemen, your very humble servant,

JONATHAN HASBROUCK, Colonel.
To the honourable Convention of the State of New- York,

now convened at Fishkill.

...

Newburgh, October 21,1776.

At a meeting of the Field Officers of the County of
Ulster, met at the house of Mrs. Ann Dubois, and unani-
mously agreed that MajorAndrew Wyncopetake the com-
mand of two Captains, four Lieutenants, and two hundred
privates, which were to .be raised by a resolve of Congress,
out of the County of Ulster, for the space of two weeks.

This from! gentlemen, your very humble servant,
JONATHAN HASBHOUCK.

INFORMATION RELATING TO THE ENEMY, COM~fUNICATEDTO
THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

October 21, 1776.

On Friday last the main body of the enemy's army
decamped from Frog's Point, and landed on Pell's or
Rodman's .Neck, east of the East-Chester creek, commonly
called the Manor of Pelham. Soon after their landing,
three regiments of my brother's brigade, commanded at
present by Colonel Glover, attacked their advanced party,
and repulsed them, kiJIing, it is supposed, about one hun-
dred; but they being sustained by their main body, our
detachment was ordered off, and they accordingly retreated
with the utmost good order, losing in the whole action
only twenty-three killed andwounded. Tbe enemy have

since moved slowly eastwaro, and now lay from where'
they first landed extended about one mile east of New-
Rochelle. Our al1ny lays in their fi'ont, about two and a

half miles distant; the left wing at T¥hite-Plains, the light
at this place, where my brigade now is; but I think it
probable in a day or two I shall be ordered to the left, in
which case I shall be nearer to you, the only reason I can
have to wish it.

A few days ago General ]tIercer went to Staten-Island,
with about two thousand men, and took twenty-seven
prisoners, Hessians and Highlanders, and killed three or
four. He lost about three men, and indeed was very near
surrounding and defeating the whole of the enemy. They
have since ordered a brigade to reinforce that island, and I
daily expect to hear some good news from Long-Island.
The enemy bas had a small reinforcement arrived of Light-
Horse, &c., within a few days.

I don't recollect any tbing else worth mentioning, nor
have I time for recollection.

JAMES AUCHMUTY TO JOHN JAY.

Bedford, October 21, 1776.

SIR: I am much obliged to you, and take this oppor-
tunity of returning you thanks for forwarding my letter to my
brother. I am sorrythat I am under the necessity of still
makingapplicationto you for your interest, that I may be
paid what is aJIowed to prisoners of war, I not having
received one shilling, either for myself, wife, or son, since I
was taken.

~

All the other gentlemen have receivedit.
I am, sir, with respect, your most humble and most affec.

tionate servant, J AAMES UCHMUTY.

Major Lockwood was desired to inform Mr. Jay that
after writing the within letter, he advanced to Mr. Auch-
muty, on his receipt, eight dollars.

STEPHEN WARD TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

October 21, 1776.

SIR: I am honoured with the appointment of the hon-
ourable Convention, and their resolves therewith, in the
construction of one of which the Deputy Commissary !lnd
myself differ. I contend th~t by the third resolve no hides
are meant but the hides of such cattle as the owners refuse
to sell; he contends that the hides of all the cattle pur-
chased in this County are meant. I shall be proud to have
the direction of the honourableConvention, but beg leave
to observe that the expense of the carriage of the hides
through the Highlands will nearly equal the value, and with
submission to the better judgment of the Convention, I
conceive it will be for the interest of the State, that if there
is any purchasers here they should be immediately sold.
However, the directions of the Convention shall be my
guide.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your obliged, humble
servant,

STEPHEN WARD.

To Robert R. Livingston, Esq., President of the Conven-
tion, at Fishkill.

COLONEL BAYLEY TO GENERAL WASHiNGTON.

Fishkills, October 21, 1776.

SIR: I received your Excellency's favour by the hand
of Mr. Wallace, by which I am informed and think it just
that vouchers should be had; and should IJave sent them,
but was informed that only an abstract was needful; and
also, I determined to bave waited on your Excel1ency
myself; as I was desired by the Committee and by the
State of New-Hampshireto continue the men I had em-
ployed on tbe road, to fortify and guard our frontiers, which
I did until the 10th of September, and was desired by them
to lay the whole account before your Excellency; but
being soon ordered to attend on the Convention of this
State, as a member, and considering the remaining pay was
more proper by way of this or New-Hampshire State, I
neither sent the remaining account nor waited upon your
Excel1ency. I should now have waited on you, but the
troubles to the northward require me to retum to the
Counties of Cumberland and Gloucester, where I have the
command.

'"I have sent a roll of the men, with their entries and dis-
missions, and also the account of su pplies; but as much oC
the stores pi'ovided were used in the after-service, have only



1169 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1170

charged one pound of meat per day per man, and two
barrels that \vere lost, and the proportion of wheat, &c.

I also offer an account of supplying twelve Indians eight
weeks, which I did without any authority, but thought it
good for the States, two of which are inlisted into our ser-
vice; the others hunting eastward. They belong to the
St. Franfois tribe.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
JA.COB BAYLEY.

To General Washington.

COLONEL WHITING TO THE ALBANY COMMITTEE.

King's District, October 21, 1776.

SiRs: By several ways, I am informed that your Board
determined to send the Tories that are now at Albany to
Hartford; therefore I thought it my duty to inform your
Board of some matters as they appear within and around
our district: That the unfriendly party have disregarded all
orders relative to the call to march to Fort Edward; that
they have since been seen to ride about in the night, and
someof their houseswith numbers in them late at night;
that John Savage and Richard Powers were at horne.
Our regiment marched; and it is highly probable, in my
view and others, that they determine to rescue the Tories
out of the hands of the guard, unless it be a strong one,
which I pray may be, at least until they have passed
through the land of the ltloabites.

The friends to this State I ~ot together as soon as I
arrived,and we determinedat once to enroll ourselves, and
keep in large companies, without intermission, until we can
be better satisfied that we are in some degree secure from
that abandoned set of persons that have and still are unwea-
ried in their wicked machinations to complete our ruin. I
hope, sir, you will at least send us such directions that will
encourage and strengthen us, as our situation is, in my view,
distressing, bein~ kept in a constant danger of having our
arms taken from us; and what else they may have the bold-
ness to do, God only knows. I am sensible the mode we
have adopted is and will be attended with great expense;
but as matters stand to the northward and southward, I
cannot conceivethat we are safe among internal enemies,
unless constantlyunder arms. I could wish for more of
our regiment to be at home, if for the good of the whole,
or some Rangers to be on this side of the North River;
but submit this matter; and remain, sir, your obedient,
humble servant, W B W. . HITING.
To Mr. Barclay, Chairman.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOURTRUMBULL.
Saratoga, October 21, 1776.

SiR: I did myself the honour to write you by General
Waterbury, and referred you to him for the information you
had requested in a former letter. The critical situation of
affairs in this quarter has so entirely engrossed my atten-
tion, that I have not had a moment's leisure to turn my
thoughts to the subject.

We are, happily, at present well supplied with medicines,
and I have had no complaints that Surgeons are wanted.

On Wednesday night I received letters from Generals
Gates and Arnold, advising me of the destruction of our
Beet; since which I have not received a line.

The first of the Militia are just arrived here. I am
greatly distressed for want of information to know how to

. dispose of them.
As six tons of powder and a quantity of lead is lately

safely arrived at Ticonderoga, I am in hopes the enemy win
not be able to dislodge our troops, if they should attempt
it.

I am, with esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.

To Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., &c.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL WARNER.

Ticonderoga, October 21, 1776.

SIR: I have this moment received your letter by Lieu-
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tenant Spafford. I much approve of yonI' zeal and activity
in spiriting up the Militia to come and defend their country.
They cannot be too soon here.

I have a good many huts and
which I will endeavour to cover
arrival.

I am, sir, &c.,

To Colonel Warner.

some spare tents; with
the Militia upon their

Ho. GATES.

ISAAC PEIRCE TO COLONEL GANSEVOORT.

October 21, 1776.

SIR: The General orders me to inform you that it is his
intention that the boats at your post be all kept in good
repair, and that you immediately order the Assistant Quar-
termaster-General there that they be gathered and fitted
for service,there being heavy complaints against him for
neglecting this branch of his department.

I am, sir, your most obedient,humbleservant,
ISAACPEIRCE, Aid-de- Camp.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Gansevoort.

GENERAL GATES TO CAPTAINS STILTON AND PARKER.

Ty, October 21, 1776.

SIRS: I do expect you and the party nnder your com-
mand continue to exert your utmost vigilance in finishincr
the cutting of the road to and from Castle-Town. I a~
informed you have done nothing worth notice these four
days past. Let me hear a better account of you soon.

I am, sir, yours, &c.,
H GO. ATES.

To Captains Stilton and Parker.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL PELISSIERE'S OBSERVATIONS ON THE

JERSEY REDOUBT.

It is highly probable that the enemy will attack that
redoubt at the salient angle on the north side, for the follow-
mg reasons:

Firstly. Their column cannot be enfiladed from that
angle. .

Secondly. Their left, bearing on the water side, cannot
be galled on that quarter.

Thirdly. That angle is not at all defended.
It is true the next redoubt may fire a little on the ricrht of

the column of the enemy, but nothing stops a column ~hich
is not enfiladed.

It is evident that a column cannot be enfiladed from that
acute angle,and that, therefore, the column will succeed.
The enemy may then form a lodgment in the ditch without
being seen either by the guard in the redoubt, the flanks of
which are not defended, or by the next redoubt. And even
though they should be seen from that redoubt, we could
not fire upon them from that without running an imminent
danger of firing upon ourselves. In this case the enemy
have two ways left of carrying the redoubt: 1st. They can

. blow up that angle by opening a gallery under it. 2dly.
By storming it, in which last case every thing will be in their
favour. 1st. They may, unseen, destroy the fraises. 2d.
The interiour epaulement, which is now makin!Twithin the
redoubt, is an insuperable obstacle to the c;ntinual tire
which might be made for preventing its being carried' for
now there is no sufficient room left between that ep~ule-
ment and the banquette of the parapet. But even thoucrh
there should be no epaulement, .there is not room enou~h

o.
bet~een the banquette and the platform of those guns
whICh tire on the wat8l'; so that the troops within cannot
perform their manreuvres.

I judge, therefore, that if the redoubt be attacked it will
be at that acute angle, and that if attacked it must be carried,
unless another redoubt should be made to cover it. And
this last redoubt ought to be strong enough not to be itself
carried by the enemy, for it cannot be too much remarked
that the Jersey redoubt on account of its too acute ancrle
cannot defend it.

0 ,
This is my opinion on that subject, and I conceived my

duty directed me to communicate it to the General.
October 21, 1776.
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PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

By the lIon. JONATHAN TRUMBULL, Esq., Governour,
Captain-General, and Commander-in- Chief of the State
of CONNECTIC1;JT:

A Proclamation.

The present alarming situation of our publick affairs
loudly calls for our most vigourous exertion in defence of
every thing dear and valuahle in life. I do, therefore, at
the desire, and agreeable to a special act of the General
Assembly of this State, issue this proclamation, hereby
ordering, and earnestly exhorting the Militia, and all able-
bodied and effective men within this State, immediately, and
without loss of time, to equip and hold themselves in readi-
ness to march, upon the shortest notice, as exigencies may
require, as their assistance may become absolutely necessary
in a very short time. Fully confiding in the virtue and
publick spirit of the good people of this State, that has at
all times exerted itself in so glorious a cause, that they
need no stimulous to duty at this all-important juncture;
at the same time earnestly exhorting the people of a1l ranks,
deeply to humble themselves before Almighty God, under
the tokens of his displeasure against us, repent of their
many sins, and implore the assistance of the God of armies
for our deliverance and salvation.

Given under my hand in New-Haven, the 21st day of
October, Anno Domini 1776.

.

JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety
of Connecticut, New-Haven, October 21st, 1776,

Present: His Honollr the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy GovernoLH',Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
Richard Law, Titus Hosmer, William Hillhouse, Benja-
min H1mtington, Esquires.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for four hundred
Pounds, lawful money, in favour of Colonel Joshua;Porter,
to enable him to carryon the Cannon Foundry, &c., and
to b~ in account. (Order drawn 21st October, 1776,
delivered.Colonel Porter.)

Voted and Resolved, To direct Colonel Joshua Porter,
and he is hereby directed, to borrow forty bushels of Salt on
the cr13ditof this State, for the use of the Cannon Foundry
under his ca['{~,and the same shall be replaced by the State
to any gentleman who shall lend him the same on credit of
this resolve. (Copy delivered Colonel Porter, October
21st, 1776.)

GOVE1tNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, Octobe~ 21,1776.

SIR: I am now to acknowledge the receipt of your
favour of the 15th instant, enclosing the copy of a letter
from Peter R. Livingston, Esq., which came to hand at
this place, and was communicated to the General Assembly
now sitting here. By their desire I have sent orders to
Major Elisha Sheldon, with the troop of Horse under his
command, and two companies of the First Regiment, to
march to Fishkill, in the State of New- YQrk, and there
obey your orders.

I have also, by like desire, issued my proclamation, re-
quiring the Militia, and all able-bodied effective men in this
State, to arm, accoutre, and equip themselves, and be in
readiness to march wherever the exigencies of the State
may require, and they shall be ordered.

Considering the services and sufferings of our Militia the
past summer, the present sickness that prevails among them
since their retul'll from the army, and the necessity of their
attention to country business, to secure a sufficient supply
of provisions for the ensuing year, it is judged that this is
all that we can do, consistent with prudence, at present.
The Horse now ordered to march will probably amount to
about two hundred in the whole.
. You will find enclosed copies of letters from Generals
Schuyler, Gates, and Arnold, respecting the transactions at
the northward. I am furtber advised that after the action
of the 12th, which General Arnold describes, the fleet
under his command began to fall down the lake, but had
not got far from Schuyler's Island when a northerly gale,
favourable to the enemy, pushed them up with our shattered

fleet, and obliged them to COllJmence a second engagement,
which was continued with great disadvantage on our side,
though with great spirit and bra very, for five glasses, when
the superiour- strength of the enemy Pl'evailed to the almost
total ruin of our fleet. General Arnold, in the Congress
galley, fought till he could stand no longer, run her ashore,
burnt her, alld escaped. General Waterbury fought the
Washington till she was sinking under him, he was obliged
to strike, and was made a prisoner, though it seems he is
returned to Ticonderoga, probably 011 his parole, and is
expected here soon. Colonel TVigglesworth, in the Trum-
bull, is got to Ty, and is the only galley ~ved; one gaIJey
not completed is safe. Our strength 011 the water now
remaining, is,one sloop, twelve guns; two schooners, eight
guns each; two galleys and one gondola. What it was
before these rencounters, the enclQsed copy of a return will
show. The enemy's strength appears larger than at first;
it is as follows:

1 ship,. .
1 schooner,
1 do.
1 rideau, -

18 guns, 12-pounders;
14" 6 "
12" 6 "6 " 24? 11 b12 " 12 ~

a rass.

4 8.inch howitzers.
28 gondolas, 1 gun each, 12, 18, and 24-pounders.
1 8-inch howitzer. -

Our people are a1l retired to Tyconderoga, where it is
their design, it is said, to force the enemy to make an attack
on our works at the French lines, by the Crown-Point road,
by obliging them to land below our army; that they wiJI
lay our two remaining galleys in the channel, where their
firewi1lcooperatewith the Jersey redoubt and the battery
on Mount Independence. By this means they hope to
prevent their passing higher up than our advanced posts.
I hope for a more full and particularaccount fromGeneral
TVaterbwy, who is expected here soon.

Colonel Richmond, with his regiment, consisting of four
hundred men, with firty-fourwhale-boats, arrived some days
since at New-London. I have ordered him and Lieutenant-
Colonel Livingston, with their men, tbe wbale-boats, and
twelve hundred tons of small craft, to come to .me at this
place without delay. They ar~ desirrned for the Long-
Island expedition, with Colonel ltIcLztosh, at Fairfield.
They may be hourly expected. I could wish General Clin-
ton, Brigadier-General of the Militia in the State of New-
York, might be sent to take upon him the conduct of this
expedition, if he can be spared, and also to be informed
whether your Excellency would think proper to give any
different orders respecting it.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your obedient, bum-
ble servant J'ONTH. TRUMBULL.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq.

[Note by Gene~al Washington.)

[22d October, 1776.-Wrote Governour Trumbull to
order the troops intended for Fishkill, to come by the rear
of our army at or near to Tt7zite-Plains, to take orders.
That General Clinton can't be spared, and advising the
Long-Island expedition to be given over if the troops are
not on the very point of embarking, and that they should
be moved this way, as they may be of material service in
flanking tbe ~nemy, and the situation of our affairs calling
for every assistance.]

At a General Assembly holden at New-Haven, in Con-
necticut, on the second Thursday of October, A. D. 1776:

'Whereas the near approach of the enemy to the western
parts of this State, as well as the critical situation of the
Continental army, and the danger there is of the enemy's
cutting oft' all communication between the country and the
army, calls for tbe utmost speedy exertion of a1l our force
and strength in that quarter, to oppose the further inroads
or the enemy, as well as to facilitate the operations of our
army:

Resolved, That as many of the Militia as are fit for
service, and of others, householders, &c., able-bodied, effec-
tive men, within the limits of tbe Ninth, Tenth, Thirteenth,
and Sixteenth Regiments, within this State, be immediately
calJed forth, well armed and equipped, and embodied under
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the command of Major-General Wooster, appointed by this
State to lead them forth, command, and direct them in the
necessary operations against our enemy, and to give all
possible relief to our army; notifying the General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental army of his situa-
tion and readiness to cooperate with him, taking such direc-
tions from him as he may obtain, how and in what manner
he may most conduce to his assistance and annoy the
enemy; and to consult and advise with any other General
or commanding officer or officers of our army who may
be nea rest to him for that purpose.

A true copy of record. Examined by
GEORGE WYLLYS, Secretary.

At a General Assembly holden at New-Haven, in Con-
necticut, on the second Thursday of October, A. D. 1776:

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Third Regiment
of Light-Horse, and the troop of Light-Horse in the Tenth
Regiment of Militia be ordered forthwith to march to the
western part of this State, to join the forces under the com-
mand of Major-General Wooster, who is hereby directed
and empowered to give orders for their march, operations,
and stations.

A true copy of record. Examined by
GEORGE\VYLLYS,Secretary.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBUI.L.

Saybrook, October 21, 1776.

SIR: I received nmr favour of the 18th and 19th instant.
The whale-boats are not Jet come, and am very much in
doubt whether they will be here to-day, as the wind is very
high against them. They set out yesterday from New-
'London, as I am informed by Colonel Richmond, but were
not able to proceed far. The Colonel and some of his
officers are here; their determination is to proceed for New-
Haven to-day. My stay here is only to hurry the boats.

But one or two 9f the vessels Mr. Shaw has engaged
have arrived here from the eastward, so that we have at
this place very little more than half the vessels wanted. I
shall do all in my power to hurry forward, as I am con-
vinced a better opportunity can never offer, as we have it
now in our power to be very serviceable. I have several
spies employed on Long-Island, but expect no intelligence
of importance before I make my landing good there.

Colonel Smith's regiment, by my orders, were to rendez-
vous at New-Haven, the 20th of this month. I send our
Commissary in order to make provision for them; this he
has, through neglect, omitted to do, and I fear they will be
distressed on this account. Their officers will doubtless
apply to your Honour on their arrival. If they do, I should
be extremely glad they were sent forward immediately to
Fairfield, and an order given to the Commissary to supply
them at that place until we join them.

I remain, with respect and esteem, your Honour's most
obedient, humble servant, H B LENRY .. .IVlNGSTON.

To His Honour Governour Trumbull.

EXTRACTS FROM TWO LETTERS FROM THE WESTWARD.

Newport, October 21,1776.

You have guessed right as to New- York: it is evacuated.
It might have bt'en destroyed j but as I heard a gentleman
say, it is not worth while to burn a barn because rats may
get possession of it. I have no more doubt that we shall
repossess that city than I have that I shall return home if
I Iive. Boston was in the hands of the enemy l

By accounts from deserters, and a man who had been a
Sergeant in Captain Lamb's company of Artillery, and
made his escape from Point-aux-Tremble, we are informed
that tile enemy's army had been sickly; that the Canadians
had been so plundered and abused by them that they would
not join the British army, and that fifty of that army had
agreed to desert, but were unluckily discovered. That the
enemy's naval force was equal to ours, but their land force
inferiour.

I suppose the Tories begin to rear their heads from
Howe's late successes. Poor wretches! they will never see
the day that the sceptre of Great Britain will be recog-
nized in America again.

Newport, OctQber 21,1776..

Since the] 4th instant, arrived at safe ports a transport
snow, of two hundred and fifty tons, loaded with provisions
for New- York, taken by Captain Jauncey; a bark of about
two hundred tons, fi'om Jamaica, loaded with sugar,&c.,
taken by the Cabot, Captain l!~inman; a ship of three hun-
dred and seventy tons, loaded with fish and lumber, from
Nova Scotia, for Jamaica, taken by Captain Job Pearce; a
ship of about three hundred tons, from Quebeck for London,
ballast with coal, &c., taken by Captain Stacey; a schooner
from the West-Indies for Newfoundland, loaded with rum,
&c., taken by Captain Coffin; and several others, but by
whom taken we have lIot learned.

Newport, October 21, 1776.

Captain Vickary, in fifteen days from Hispaniola, informs
that about a fortnight before he sailed, an English frigate
took an American vessel near that island, and carried her
off for Jaw~ica; and that a French frigate, whose topmasts
were then down, got ready and sailed in two hours fOf
Jamaica, to demand the American vessel, but had not
returned when Captain Vickary came away; and that no
vessel is suffered to wear English colours in any French
port, but Continental colours are displayed every Sunday,
and much admired.

Captain Stout, who arrived here yesterday, p. m., from
Rye, about twenty miles on this side King's Bridge, informs
that on Friday, under a very heavy fire fi'om a nnmber of
ships, the enemy landed about ten thousand men at a place
called Rodman"s Point; that General Lee sent about five
hundred men down to attack them, and retreat back to the
place where he lay with about three thousand in the front,
and the like number as a flanking party. The five hundred
engaged the enemy and retreated; the enemy followed till
they came within about fifty yards of General Lee, till then
undiscovered, when his party gave three very heavy fires,
which threw them into great confusion, upon which the
flanking party began to play upon them so warmly that
they only gave one or two fires, and retreated with "Teat
precipitation, being pursued by our troops till theyOgot
under cover of their ships. The loss on our side was very
small; that of the enemy's not ascertained, but supposed to
be very great.

TO THE INDEPENDENT SONS OF AMERICA.

Because Divine Providence, infinitely wise, and ever
propitious to America, has not seen fit to crown all our
wishes, by completing the total defeat of our enemies at
once, some little souls cry, "Alas! what shall we do? Our
enemies gain groundj I do not know what will becomeof
us, unless we make terms of reconciliatioll." Let every
thought like this perish unuttered, for infamy will mark him
for her own who dares to speak it. Shall Americans, who
are millions strong and own near half the world, at the
loss of a few lives and a few acres of ground, pause in the
race of glory, and halt between freedom and slavery? It
is the voice of nature and of reason, the call of honour and
of Heaven, to resist the murdering tyrants whilst there is a
freeman living. He is unworthy of liberty, and deserves
to have his name blotted out of creation, who would not
be willing to die to save his country.

The immortal Brutus said, "after he devoted himself to
his country, he lived a life of liberty and glory j" and every
elevated mind knows that one day of fi'eedom out-weighs,
in the scale of happiness, an eternity of slavery.

The sons of fi'eedom are forever to observe the same rule
with tyrants that is given respecting the Devil: "Resist
them e\'en unto death."

Tyranny has set up hilI' bloody standard against us.
The King of Britain, with his murdering legions, like so
many fiends let loose from chains of darkness, are every
hour exerting all their powers, with infernal rage, to com-
plete the destruction-of whom? Tbeir best friends and
benefactors-those who have laboured, have studied, have
fought and bled for them, and, if it had been possible,
would have wearied Heaven with prayers for their pl'OS-
perity and happiness. Oh, George! Oh; Britons! YOllr
ingratitude and guilt surpass the deepest dye that human
thought can paint.

,.
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My countrymen, can you think of consigning yourselves
and your posterity to the tyranny of such incarnate demons?
Such a thougbt must freeze your blood and chill your souls
with horrour, fOl' death is infinitely preferable; and, with
submission to the will of Heaven, I bope every American
will rather die figbting for the independence of his country,

-than give up one precious article of liberty. We bave not
only a glorious cause as ever men were engaged in, but we
have a bright prospect of success. Let LISpause for a mo-
ment, and look back with gratitude and pleasing astonishment
on the faVallI'S of Providence, tbe scenes we have passed
through, and the progress we have made in the short space
of se\'enteen months past, and aliI' hopes must rise, our
vig"Ourkindle, and our faith grow stronger, as we tread back
upon those steps of time, every hall I' of which has been big
with importance and with favours to America. Weare at
this time nineteen times as strong for battle as we were on
the day the war began. Weare a hundred and ninety-
nine times as strong at sea, and increase with an unexam-
p1ed rapidity!n military skill, in arms and a1l the implements
of war, and in every important interest. Then what have
we to fear? Nothing but unpardonable folly in ourselves
can ruin aliI' cause; for as sure as the rising sun will reach
its meridian, (unless we fail in our duty,) so sure will the
rising States of .America reach the summit of human glory.

A SOLDIER.

RICHARD DERBY TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Salem, October 21, ]776.

SIR: Captain Fisher has put into my hands the enclosed
note, to which he is very desirous of having some answer.

The Tyrannicide is hauled down the road, and may be
ready for the sea by the time the Captain's sailing orders
reach him. I wish. he may not be confined to narrow
limits. When Captain Souther first sailed, I took from
Captain Fisk his general instructions, as Captain Souther
had none given him with his commission. Therefore others
must be sent for him. His Lieutenant, the bearer of this,
has brought up the commission, which, if necessary, may
soon be altered, by erasing" sloop" and inserting" brigan-
tine." The Second Lieutenant was very desirous to be dis-
chal'ged, and therefore a new one must be commissioned.
Captain Fisk recommends Mr. Jonathan Gardner, junior,
who, I think, is a suitable person. If the Board choose it,
the MassacltUsettsand Tyrannicide may be ordered to cruise
together.

Captain Souther is not arrived here with his prize, nor
do I hear of his being at Boston. So much difficulty and
trouble has happened in consequence of her, I a]most wish
he had never seen her.

I am constantly about the Colony vessels and attending
die Maritime Courts, &c., &c., that I know not when I
shall have the pleasure of seeing your Honour at Water-
town. Are any Prize-Masters to be appointed or allowed
on board these vessels? Have the Court fixed on the
several rations to be served on board?

I have wrote hastily, and hope the Board will excuse
any incorrectness; and am, sir, your most obedient, humble
!ervant, R. DERBY,Jun.
To the honourab]e President of the Council.

In Council, October 2], 1776.

Read, and committed to William Seaver and Walter
Spooner, Esquires, to take the within letter, and papers
accompanying the same, into consideration, and report.

JOHN AVERY,Dfputy Secretary.

~EW-HAMPsHIIm CO~fMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL WASH-
INGTON.

State of New-Hampshire, ~
In Committee of Safety, October 21, ]776.5

MAY IT PLY-ASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: The Council and
Assembly of this State have appointed Jonathan Blanch~rd,
Benjamin Giles, Stephen Evans, and David Gilman, Esqs.,
a committee to repair to the camp, and there use their
utmost endeavours to promote the raising our quota of men
for the new army; and we pray leave to introduce those
gentlemen to your Exce]]ency's favour and protection, rest-

ing fully assured that you will afford them every assistance
in your power in expediting the very necessary and impor-
tant business of their mission.

In behalf of the Committee, J am, sir, with due respect,
your Excellency's very humble servant.

To His Excellency General Washington.

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL GATES,

State of New-Hampshire, ~
In Committee of Safety, October 21, 1776. 5

SIR: The Council and Assembly of this State havo
appointed Jonathan Blanchard, Benjamin Giles, Stephen
Evans, and David Gilman, Esquires, a committee to repair
to the camp, to use their endeavoUl'Sto promote the raising
our quota of men for the new army, who will wait on you
with this. We have no doubt, from your zeal in the
American cause, but that you will lend them all assistance
in your power in expediting the very necessary and impor-
tant business of their mission.

In behalf of the Committee, I am, sir, with due respect,
your very humble servant.
To Hon. General Gates.

INSTRUCTIONS TO TICONDEROGA COMMITTEE.

State of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Safety, ~
at Exeter, October 21, 1776. 5

To JONATHAN BLANCHARD, BENJAMIN GILES, STEPHEN
EVANS, and DAVID GILlilAN, Esquires:

You being appointed by the Council and Assembly of
this State a Committee to repair to Ticonderoga, there to
endeavour to promote the raising our quota of men for the
Continental service, and if you find it unlikely to raise tho
whole there, then for one or more of you, agreeable to the
resolves of Congress, to proceed froOl thence to New- York,
and endeavour to promote tbe raising the remainder there;
and the Council and Assembly having adjourned and left
the gi\'ing you further directions to this Committee:

Therefore, you are instructed when you arrive at Ticon-
deroga, to consult with tbe General and otber officers
about transacting your business, and fill up and deliver the
commissions for Field-Officers for two regiments, to men of
the most esteemed capacities, especially for knowledue in
military aftairs, belonging to this State who have served in
the army; and there with the advice of the respective
Field-Officers, fill up and deli\'er commissions to the several
officers, Surgeon and Chaplain for each regiment; and you
may assure the officers and soldiers tbat in addition to the
Continental pay, bounty, and cIothinO", this State wiU in. 0

every respect gIVe the same t~ their troops t~at the State
of tbe ~lassachu.setts-Bay theIrs, and that thIs State will
during their service do every thing in their power to make
their duty as easy and their circumstances as comfortable
as possible, and will do tbeir utmost endeavours that such
necessaries as the troops may want shall be transported
where they be, and sold at the lowest rates. The medicines
sent by you being part of what this State have procured
with a great deal of difficulty, they send for the benefit of
tl~e~rd~stressed brethren in tbe s~rvic.e, and would have you
dIVIde It among the regiments raIsed In this State. Y all are
to advise us from time to time, of every material occurrence;
and after making aU the despatch in your business tbat cir-
cumstances will allow, to make return of YOllr doings.

.it[r. BLANCHARD'S return of the Committee's doings at
TICONDEROGA.

Mr.. Blanchard, one of the Committee appointed by the
CouncIl and Assembly of this State to repair to Ticonderoa'a
to officer and raise two baltalions for the Continental am~y
begs leave to inform the honourable House that the Com~
~itlee arrived at tbat place on the 2d day of November,
Instant; that tbe next day they waited on General Gates
and advised with him. '

The Committee likewise consulted the FieJd-Officers and
Captains now in the army fi'om this State.

That on tbe eighth day tbe Committee appointed and
commissioned the following gentlemen for Field-Officers for
the First and Second Battalions, viz:

John Stark, Esq., Colonel; Joseph Cilley, Esq., Lieu-
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tenant-Colonel; George Reed, Esq., Major ;-First Battal-
Ion.

Enoch Poor, Esq., Colonel; Nathan Hale, Esq., Lieu-
tentant-Co]onel; Windbom Adams, Esq., Major i-Second
Battalion.

Mr. Nathaniel McClintock appointed and commissioned
, Adjutant to the Second Battalion.

The Committee appointed Jasen Waite, of Alstead, Esq;;
Amos Morrell, of Epsom, Esq. ; Amos Emerson, of Chester,
Esq., (Lieutenant advanced); Isaac Tarwell, of Charles-
town, Esq., (Lieutenant advanced); Ebenezer Frye, of
Pembrook, (Lieutenant advanced); Captains of the First
Battalion.

Benjamin Titcomb, of Dover, Esq.; Frederick :Mordent
Bell, of Dover, Esq.; James Norris, of Epping, Esq.;
Jame.~ Carr, of Somersworth, Esq.; John Drew, of Bar-
rington, Esq.; Elijah Cloyce, of Fitzwaliam, (Lieutenant
advanced); Samuel Blodgett, of Goffestown, (Lieutenant
ad~'anced); Captains for the Second Battalion.

The Committee delivered to each Captain inlisting orders,
and appointed several Subalterns, and gave orders likewise.

The General informed the Committee that the money
in the military chest was nearly exhausted, that he could
illy spare any. He however delivered to Colonel Poor about
five thousand dollars, which he distributed among the
recruiting officers.

The several officers inlisted near one hundred men, and
the Committee applied to the General to appoint a Muster-
master, but he declined. The Committee then appointed
Colonel David Gilman; he passed about thi'rty, (the others
immediate]y upon their inlistment had furloughs.) They
were sworn before Benjamin Giles, Esq.

The General proposed to discharge all the Continental
troops from this State on Friday, the 15th instant.

The Committee then took under consideration the want
of money, the immediate release of all the old troops, and
soon discharge of the Militia, that several battalions of Jersey
troops were to tarry till March, and upon the whole thought
advisable for the service of this State to leave that place.
Benjamin Giles and David Gilman, Esquires, set off for
New- York, to fill up the vacancies in that department.

The Committee were as industrious in their business,
and as attentive to their orders, as possible, and hope that
their doings wi1\meet the approbation of the General Court.

The Committee at New- York appointed: Captain, Jere-
miah Gilman, of Plastow; First Lieutenant, William Sartell,
of Charlestown; Second Lieutenant, William Hutchins, of
Weare; Ensign, Nathaniel Kimball, of Plastow.

Captain, John House, of Hanover; First Lieutenant,
Gould, of Cockermouth; Ensign, Blake, of

Lebanon.
Captain, Caleb Robinson, of Ereter; First Lieutenant,

1J'[osesDustin, of Candia; Second Lieutenant, Micah Hoit,
of Newtown; Ensign, Ebenezer Light, of Ereter.

Captain, 1f1i7liam Scott, of Peterborough; First Lieu-
tenant, ]}[oody Dustin, of Litchfield; Second Lieutenant,
Josiah Monro, of Amherst; Ensign, Benjamin Snow, of
Plymouth.

Lieutenant-Colonel Coburn recommends Amos Coburn,
for.Second Lieutenant; Adonijah , for Second
Lieutenant, or Ensign; Captain Holmes,of Walpole, for a
Captain.

Return of men at TICONDEROGA,(without date.)

Weare at present unable to furnish you with the propor-
tion of men raised in the several towns, as many of our
officers and men have not joined us; but tiH we are able to
make it, beg leave to transmit the returns of rank and file
who ha ve joined: sick, weH, and on command in gross, \'iz:
Colonel Cilley, 382; Colonel Hale, 306; Colonel Scam-
mel, 324.

PETITION OF JONATHAN BURT.

These may inform aH persons whom it may concern, that
on the 22d of October, 1776, Lieutenant Levi Hooper
requested of me, the subscriber, a horse for Mr. Babcock to
ride post to Ticonderoga fot information concerning the
Militia being sent for by General Gates. I readily granted
Mr. Hooper his request, with a good sound, well horse, and on
the 2d day of November, MI'. Babcock sent my horse home.

I myself, being in the army, am not able to say how the
hOfS"ewas upon his return, but Mr. Elisha and Benjamin
1J'[arshsaw the horse when he came home, that he appeared
to them not well, with his hind legs very much swoHen,
and his eyes sunk in his head, and upon my returning home
from the army in }{ovember 14, I found my horse very sick j
my folks had not put him to any service valuable, by reason
of his not being well. I sent for Mr. William Glazer, the
farrier; he told me the horse was hurt by being overdone, and
took cold that caused a stoppage in his water, and that
his journey was the means of his disorder. I followed his
directions for the horse, and that on the 24th day of Novem-
bel', the horse died. I opened the horse and found his fat
melted, and his caul almost consumed, and it appears plain
to me, the hardships of the journey of the borse was the
means of his death. Therefore would request of this State
some consideration for my horse, which I valued at twelve
pounds. Mr. Glazer can testify to these things, and Mr.
Marshes; this request being gl'anted wiH oblige me,

JONATHAN BURT.

CAPTAIN DOUGLASS, OF THE ISIS, TO MR. STEPHENS.

Quebeck, October 21, 1776.

Having for the space of six weeks attenood the naval
eqnipment for the important expedition on Lake Champlain,
I on the 4th instant saw with unspeakable joy, the recon-
structed ship now called the Inflexible, and commanded by
Lieutenant Schank, her rebuilder, sail from St. Juhn's,
twenty-eight days after her keel was laid, towards the place
of rendezvous; taking in her eighteen twelve-pounders
beyond the shoal which is on this side the lsle-aux-Noix,
in her way up.

The prodigies of labour which have been effected since
the Rebels were driven out of Canada, in creatin<T, recrea-
ting, and equipping a fleet of above thirty fighting "'vessels of
different sorts and sizes, and all carrying cannon, since the
beginning of July, together with the transporting over land,
and afterwards dragging up the two rapids of St. Terese and
St. Johns, thirty long-boats, the flat-bottomed boats, a gon-
dola weighing about thirty tons, and above four hundred
batteaus, almost exceed belief. His Excellency the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the army and all the other Generals are
of the opinion that the sailors of his Majesty's ships and trans-
ports, have, far beyond the usual limits of their duty, exerted
themselves to the utmost on this great and toilsome occasion;
nor has a man of that profession uttered a sin<T]e word
expressive of discontent, amidst aH the hardships they have
undergone, so truly patriotick are the motives by which they
are actuated. To crown the whole, above two hundred
prime seamen of the transports, impeHed by a due sense of
their country's wrongs, did most generously enga!Te them-
selves to serve in our armed vessels during the e:pedition
and embarked accordingly. Such having then been ou;
unren:itt~ng toils, I am happy b~y?nd expression in hereby
acquamtmg my Lords Comm)s~loners of the Admiralty
that the destruction of almost the whole of the Rebel fleet
in two several battles on the 11th and l:Jth instant, is o~
reward. I have received a letter from Captain Pringle, of
the Lord Howe, armed ship, who commands the officers
and seamen on the lake, and who bestows the hi<Thest
encomiums on their behaviour in both engagements. "'The
Rebels did by n? me~ns believe it possible for us to get upon
Lake Charnplmn tIlls year; were much surprised at the
first sight of the van of our force; but ran into immediate
and utter confusion the moment a three-masted ship made
her appearance, being a phenomenon they never so much
as dreamed of. Thus have his Majesty's faithful subjects
here, contrar,Y to ~ crude but prevailing idea, by straining
every nerve.1I1 theIr country's cause, outdone thcm in work-
ing, as much as in fighting. The ship Inflexible, with the
]}laria and Carleton schooners, all reconstructions, did tbe
whole of the second day's business, the flat-bottomed rideau
called the Thundcrer, and the. gondola called the Loyal
Con~ert, with the gun-?oats, not having been able to keep
up wIth them. The saId gondola was taken from the Rebids
the day the siege of Quebeck was raised. The loss we
have sustained, considering the great superiority of the ins!!r-
gents, is very small, consisting of between thirty and forty
men killed and wounded-seamen, soldiers, artilJery-men and
all; eight whereof were killed outright, and six wounded
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on board of the Carleton. As to further particulars, I must
'refer you to Lieutenant Dacres, who, in justice due to his
merit for thff part he bore in destroying the Rebel fleet, I am
happy in sending upon this occasion to their Lordships in
the Stag transport; as also in thereby complying with the
General's desire, who, for the same reason, is pleased to
honour him with the conveyance of his despatches.
A List of His Majesty's Naval Force on Lake CHAMPLAIN.

Ship lnflexible, Lieutegant Schank, 18 twelve-pounders.
Schooner Maria, Lieutenant Starke, 11 six-pounders.
Schooner Carleton, Lieutenant Dacres, ];2 six-pounders.
Rideau Thunderer, Lieutenant Scott, 6 twenty-four, 6

twelve-pounders; two howitzers.
Gondola Loyal Convert, Lieutenant Longcroft, 7 nine-

pounders.
Twenty gun-boats, ~ach a brass field-piece, some twenty-

fours to nines, some with howitzers.
Four long-boats, with each a carriage-gun, servmg as

armed tenders.
Twenty-four long-boats with provisions.

A List of the Rebel Fleet on Lake CHAMPLAIN.
Schooner Royal Savage, 8 six-pounders, and 4. four-

pounders; burnt the 11th of October, at Valicour.
Schooner Revenge, 4. six-pounders and fours; escaped to

Ticonderoga the 13th of October.
Sloop , 10 four-pounders; escaped to ditto, the

13th of October.
Cutter Lee, 1 nine-pounder in her bow; 1 twelve-pounder

in her stern; and;2 six-pounders in her sides; aban-
doned the 13th of October.

Galley Congress, ;2 eighteen-pounders in her bow; ;2
twelve-pounders in her stem, and 6 six-pounders in her
sides; run on shore and burnt the 13th of October.

Galley Washington, 1 eighteen and 1 twelve-pounder in
her bow; ;2' nine-pounders in her stern, and 6 six-
pounders in her sides; taken the 13th of October.

Galley Trumble, like the Washington; escaped to Ticon-
deroga the 13th of October.

Eight gondolas carrying 1 eight-pounder in the bow, and
;2 nine-pounders in the sides; some of these had 4.guns
in their sides. One taken the 12th; one sunk the lIth;
fonr burnt the 13th; one escaped, and one missing.

Schooner , taken from Major Skeene, was gone
for provisions.

Galley Gates, expected to join them in a few days.

A List of the Seamen detached from His ltJajesty's Ships
and Vessels in the River ST. LAWR.ENCF;,to serve on Lake
CHAMPLAIN.

Seamen.
I~is,- - - - - - - 100
Blond, - - - - - - 70
Triton, - - - - - - - 60
Garland, 30
Canceaux, - - - -- 4.0
Magdalen,

}
Brunswick,' 18
Gaspee,
Treasury, ~
Armed Brigs, 5
Pell, 30 ~ Province
Charlotte, lately wrecked, 95 armed vessels.
Volunteers, from no ship, 9
Volunteers from the transports, 214

Total, - - :.. - - 670

Exclusive of eight officers and nineteen petty officers.

90

WILLIAM CARMICHAF;L TO C. W. F. DUMAS.

Amsterdam, October 22, 1776.

SIR: I enclose a letter, which I expected to deliver ere
_ this in person. 1 arrived here last FrirJay, and had so man y
inquiries to make to gratify Mr. Deane's curiosity, that it
has not been in my power to attend to you so soon as I
could wish. For fear that I shouJd not be able to leave this
to-morrow to. do myself the honour of waiting upon you, I
bave sent tllJS letter. When I come to the lIague, 1 shall
put up at the Hotel de Turenne, where you will do me
much - pleasure to leave your address particularly. The
knowledge I have had of you for many mDnths, by Mr.

Deane and others, makes me regret every moment that
dela~s me here and denies me the pleasure of assuring you
in person, how much I am, what every true American is,

Your very humble servant,
WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

COMMITTEF; OF SECR.ET CORRESPONDF;NCE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776.

SIR: Our worthy friend, Dr. Franklin, being indefati-
gable in the labour of his country, and few men so qualified to
be lIseful to the community of which be is a member, you
will not be surprised that the unanimous voice of the Con-
gress of Delegates from the United States of America has
called upon him to visit the Court of France, in the char-
acter of one of their Commissioners for negotiating a treaty
of alliance, &c., with that nation. He is the bearer of this
letter, and on his arrival will forward it. To him we refer
you for information as to the political state of this country;
our design in addressing you at this time being only to
continue that correspondence, which he has opened and
conducted hitherto on our behalf.

We request to hear from you frequently; and if you make
use of the cypher, the Doctor has communicated the know-
ledge of it to' one of our members. Your letters, via St.
Eustatia, directed to the Committee of Secret Correspon-
dence, then put under a cover to Mr. Robert Morris, mer-
chant, Philadelphia, and that letter covered to Mr. Corne-
lius Stevenson or .Mr. lIenricus Godet, merchants at St.
Eustat1:a,or under cover to Mr. Isaac Gouverneur, merchant
at Curafoa, will certainly come safe, and if you can send
with them regular supplies of the English and other news-
papers, you will add to the obligation. The expense of
procuring them shall be reimbursed, together with any other
charges, and a reasonable allowance for your time and
trouble in this agency. The members of this Committee,
styled the Committee of Secl"{~tCorrespondence, are John
Jay, Thomas G. Johnson, Robert Morris, Richard Henry
Lee, William Rooper, and John Witherspoon; and as
vacancies happen by death or absence, the Congress fill
them up with new members; which we mention for your
information, and with great respect and esteem remain, sir,
your most obedient, humble servants,

ROBF;RT MORRIS,
RICHARD HENRY LEE,
JOHN WITHERSPOON',
WILLIAM HOOPER..

ADDRESS TO THEIR. EXCF;LLENCIF;S RICHARD VISCOUNT HOWE,

ADMIII.AL, AND WILLIAM HOWE, ES~UlRF;, GENERAL, OF HIS

BRITANNICK MAJESTY'S FORCES IN AMERICA.

l\h LORD AND SIR: Your Declaration at New- York
has reached this place. It has occasioned surprise and con-
cern. The known honour and abilities of your Excellen-
cies, and your Declaration, appear perfect contrasts. The
latter is an unnatural production. Hurt, as I am, to see
your names so prostituted, I cannot restrain myself from
making a few remarks to your Excellencies upon a suhject
which, by endangering your reputation, distresses every
generous mind. I shall first state your Declaration:

"By RICHARDVISCOUNTHowF;,of the Kingdom of IRE-
LAND,and WILLIAMHOWE,Esquire, General, of His
ltJajesty's Forces in AMERICA,the King's Commissioners
for restoring peace to His ltJajesty's Colonies and Plan-
tations in NORTHAMERICA,Sfc., Sfc., Sfc.:

"
DECLARATION.

"Although the Congress, whom the misguided Ameri-
cans suffer to direct the opposition to a reestabli8hment of
the constitutional Government of these Provinces, have
disavowed every purpose of reconciliation not consonant
with their extravagant and inadmissible claim of Indepen-
dence, the King's Commissioners think fit to declare that
they are equally desirous to confer with his Majesty's well-
affected subjects upon the means of restoring the publick
tranquillity, and establishing a permanent union with every
Colony as a part of the British Empire. The King being
most graciously pleased to direct a revision of such of his
royal instructions to his Governolll's as may be construed to
lay 3:n improper restraint on the freedom of legislation in
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any of his Colonies, and to concur in the revisal of aU acts
by which his Majesty's subjects there may think them-
selves aggrieved, it is recommended to the inhabitants at
large to reflect seriously upon their present condition and
expectations, and judge for themselves whether it be more
consistent with their honour an$1happiness to offer up their
lives as a sacrifice to the unjust and precarious calise in
which they are engaged, or return to their allegiance, accept
the blessings of peace, and to be secured in a free enjoy-
ment of their liberties and properties upon the true princi-
ples of tbe Constitution.

"Given at New- York, 19th September, 1776.

" How~~,

"
W. HOWE.

"By command of their ExceIlel1cies:
"

STRACH£Y."
And now, not to detain your Excel1encies by making

observations upon Lord Howe's not assuming bis military
title displaying the nature of bis supreme hostile command
in America, by which unusual and designed omission, the
ignorant, seeing bis name contrasted with that of a General
clothed in all bis terrours, may be entrapped to believe that
his Lordship is to be considered in a more amiable point of
view, a mere Commissioner only, for restoring peace, without
any military command to intimidate and coerce. Not to
wound your delicacy by admiring the wisdom of your
appealing from the Congress to people confessed by you to
be directed by tbat bonourable Assembly, my remarks shall
be confined to the more material parts of your Declaration,
which, I am sorry to say, are in every respect unworthy
your good sense and high characters.

Your ExcelIencies "think fit to declare" that you are
desirous" of restoring tbe publick tranquillity." But is the
end your Excellencies aim at, our honour and advantage?
Is it to give a free scope to our natural growth? Is it to
confirm to us QUrrights by the law of nature? No! It

"is to cover uS with infamy. It is to chill the sap, and
check the luxuriance of our imperial plant. It is to deprive
us of our natural equality witb the rest of mankind, by
"establishing" every State" as a part of the British Empire."
In short, your Excellencies invite men of common sens~ to
exchange an independent station for a servile and dan~erous
dependence I But, when we recollect that the Kmg of
Great Britain has, from the throne, declared his" firm and
steadfast resolutions to withstand every attempt to weaken
or impair the supreme authority of that Legislature over all
the dominions .of his crown;" that his hirelings in Parlia-
ment and tools in office, abhorred by the English nation,
have echoed the sentiment; and that America for ten years
has experienced that King's total want of candour, human-
ity, and justice, it is, I confess, a matter of wonder that
your Exce1Jencies can appear so lost to decency as to hold
out subjection as tbe on!y condition of peace; and that you
could condescend to sully your personal honour by inviting
us to trust a Government in which you are conscious we
cannot, in the nature of things, place any confidence-a.
Government that you are sensible has been, now is, and
ever must be,jealous of our prosperity and natural growth-
a Government that you know is absolutely abandoned to
corruption! Take it not amiss, if I hint to your Excellen-
cies that your very appearing in support of such a proposal,
furnishes cause to doubt evenof yonr integrity, and to reject
your allurements lest they decoy us into slavery.

"

The Declaration says: "The King is most graciously
pleased to direct a revision of such of his royal instructions
to his Governours," &c., "and to concur in the revisal of all
acts by which his Majesty's subjects may think themselves
aggrieved." But what of all this? Your Excellencies
have not told the people who" think themselves aggrieved"
that they are to be a party in the revision. You have not
even told them who are to be the revisors. If you had,
it would be nothing to the purpose; for you have not and
cannot tell them, and engage that even any of the instruc-
tions and acts, being revised, shall be revoked and repealed;
particularly those by which people" may think them-
selves aggrieved." But if such are not to be repealed,
why have you mentioned, "think themselves aggrieved?"
If they are intended to be repealed, why did not your
Excellencies come to the point at once and say so? It is
evident your Excellencies are by your superiours pre-
cipitated into a dilemma. You have not been accustomed

to dirty jobs, and plain dealing does not accord with your
instructions; otherwise, in the latter case, I think you are
men of too much sense and honour to have ovedooked or, . , . .

- - ."
~. .

suppressed sQmaterial a point of information. However,
you say instructions and acts are to be revised. We sefj
that you have laid an ambuscade for our liberties; the
clause is carefully constructed without the least allusion to
the revisors, or to the words revoke, redress, repeal. In
short, it appears to be drawn up entirely on the plan of a
declaration by King James the Second, after his abdication,
as confidentially eXplained by James's Secretary of State,
the Earl of ft'lelford, to Lord Dundee, in &otland. For
Melford writes to Dundee, "that notwithstanding of what
was promised in the Declaration, iRdemnity and indulgence,
yet he had couched things so that the King would break
them when he pleased; nor would he think himself obliged
to stand to them;" and your Excellencies have" couched
things so," that more words upon this subject are unneces-
sary.

"It is reeommended to the inhabitants at large to reflect
seriously upon their present condition." Is it possible your
Excellencies can be serious, and mean any thing by this
recommendation? Can you be ignorant, that ever since
the birth of the Stamp Act, the inhabitants at large have
been reflecting upon their deplorable condition? Can you'
have an idea that, after such a length of time, during which
they have been continually kept to their reflections, by the
Declaratory Law, the Tea Act, the Boston Port Bill, and
those then passed to annihilate the Charter of ft'lassachusetts-
Bay, the Quebeck Bill to establish Po.pery, the Fishery Bill
to coerce by famine, the British commencement of the late
civil war, and the act of Parliament in December last, de-
claring the inhabitants Rebels-I say, after such a series of
causes for reflection, and that your Excellencies now find Us
in arms against you, determined on independence or deatlJj
can you possibly entertain an idea that we bave not reflected
seriously? On the contrary you know, that we are pre-
pared to offer up our lives in evidence of our serious reflec-
tions! In addressing a world, you ought to have some
attention to the propriety of your recommendations, if only
from a regard to your own reputation.

You are pleased to term our cause" unjust." In this
there is nothing so surprising, as your being lured to give
such a sentiment under your hands~signing your own dis-
grace with posterity. You know that the virtuous charac-
ters throughout Europe, on this point differ with your
ExceJlencies; and I most respectfuJly submit, whether
there is not some little degree of presumption in your sian-
ing an opinion, in contradictiQn to the opinion of thousands,
who, without derogating from your Excellencies, are at
least as weJl able to judge upon the point as you are?

But you add, that our cause is "precarious." Allow me
to make a proper return to your Excellencies by informing
you that all tbe affairs of men are precarious, and that war
is particularly so. However, if your Excellencies meant tQ
insinuate that our cause is prec<\riousfrom an inability in us
to maintain it, I beg leave to a"k General Howe what pro-
gress his arms made during his command at Boston? And
what shining victories, and important conquests you have
achieved since your junction at Staten-Island? The eulo-
glUm,

--duo fulminll belli
Seipiadas---

cannot yet be applied to your Excellencies. General
Howe's repulse from the lines 011Long-Island, and his vic-
tory over the advanced guard of three thousand men, reflect
no great degree of glory on the corps of at least twelve
thousand that he commanded. Nor can you boast much
of the action on New- York Island on the 15th September
when a few more than eight hundred Americans, attackin~
three companies of light troops ~upported by two regiments,
the one Scotch, the other Hessum, drove them from hill to
hill back to your lines, and carried off three pieces of brass
cannon as trophies of their victory. And when General
Wa$hington, on the 2d of October, caused a large detach-
ment to draw up to Harlaem Plains to cover the inhabitants
between the two armies, while they carried off their effects
the march and continuance of the British troops in order oj'
battle, within long shot, without firing a gun to interrupt the
service, is at least some slight degree of evidence that they
respect and stand in awe of the American arms. In short,
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without being unreasonable, I think I may be allowed to
say, that these particulars do not show that our cause is so
precarious as your Excellencies would insinuate it to be,
and to recommend that your Excellencies" reflect seriously
upon your present condition," and abandon

(,
the unjust

cause in which you are engaged," while you yet may pre-
serve your reputation from tbe reproaches of posterity.

Your Excellencies call upon the inhabitants at large" to
return to their allegiance." It is as if you had commanded
a body of troops to advance to the assault before you had
put them in order of battle. I tell your Excellencies, that
protection must precede allegiance; for the latter is founded
on the benefit of the former. That the operations of the
forces by sea and land under your orders, demonstrate that
your King is not our protector; and that the allegiance of
America to the King of Great Britain is now utterly out
of the question.

But you attempt to allure the inhabitants by teJling them
they may" be secured in a free enjoyment of their liberties
and properties, upon the true principles of the Constitution."
Will your Excellencies tell us where those principles are to
be found? Y au must say they are not to be found in the
present British Government. Do we not know that the
majority of the two Houses of Parliament are absolutely.
under the King of Great Britain's direction? They make
and repeal laws; they agree with or reject motions; they
vote money even without limitation of sum at the pleasure
of that King's Minister, in whose pay they actually are;
and your Excellencies as men of honour dare not deny
these things. Will you then say that, where there is such
a dependence, the true principles of the Constitution ope-
rate? The history of the present reign, all Europe would
witness against you. Those principles have been long
despised by the rulers, and lost to the people-otherwise,
even at the commencement of the present reign, we should
not have seen the dismission of the virtuous Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Legge, because he would not quit his seat
in Parliament at the instigation of the last Prince of Wales;
nor the massacre in St. George's Fields, and the royal
thanks to the assassins; nor the repeated and unredressed
complaints to the Throne; nor the unheard of profusion of
the publick treasure, far exeeeding the extravagance of a
Caligulrt or a Nero; nor the present ruinous situation of
Great Britain; nor the present war in America, for the
worst of purposes kindled by your King. Can your Excel-
lencies be so wanting to yourselves, as, at this time of day,
on the part of your master, seriously to talk to us of a secu-
rity upon the trUe principles of the Constitution! Did it
never strike you that the Americans would expect to see
such principles operating in England, before they could be
duped into a belief that America could possibly feel their
effects from the dark recess of the royal palace? The
Lord Mayor of London has openly charged Lord North,
and the Lords of Admiralty, with ]icensing ships to trade
to all parts of America, in direet disregard, contempt, and. defiance of an act of Parliament to the contrary, passed so
late as December last. And yet, your Excellencies do not
scruple to talk to us of a security upon the true principles of
the ConstitUtion! Let the fountain be sweet, and then its
stream may be salutary.

Your Excellencies say" the King is most graciously
pleased to direct a revision" of instructions and acts. If
you really mean to conciliate, why will you insult the in-
habitants at large? It was" the King's" bounden duty to
have directed, not only a revision, but an amendment of his
instructions, and to have recommended a repeal of the acts
when tbe people first complained of tbem. But he, having
been criminally deaf to the cries of the injured, to terrify
them into silence-having burnt their towns, restrained
their trade, seized and confiscated their vessels, driven
them into enormous expenses, sheathed his sword in their
bowels, and adorned the heads of their aged, women., and
children, with a cincture made by the scalping-knife of his
ally the Indian savage-you now teU these injured people,
that" the King is graciously pleased to direct a revision ["
His very mercies are insults!

And so your Excellencies, besides your military com-
mands as Admiral and General, are also" Commissioners
for restoring peace." Is there not some errour in this tit]e?
Ought we not instead of "peace" to read tyranny? You
seem armed at all points for this purpose, and your very

language detects the latent design. But YOllare Commis-
sioners, and for the 'ir~portant purpose of "restoring peace,"
you are honoured with a power-" to confer." And you
have condescend~d to be mere machines through which,
as through speakmg trumpets, words are to be sounded
from America to Britain! How much lower is it possible
for your Excellencies to degrade yourselves in the eyes of
the world? By this, it is most evident, the British King
has not one generous thought respecting America. Nor does
he mean to grant terms upon the true principles of the
Constitution. For, if to grant such terms was bona fide
the intention of your master, without doubt you would have
been vested with competent powers. But he plainly means
to grant nothing that he can possibly avoid, and therefore
he would have the matter of negotiation drawn into length
under his own eye. Can we place any confidence in such
a Prince? His aim is tp divide, not to redress, and your
Excellencies' Declaration is but a continuation of Lord
North's conciliatory plan.

Thus, while we remember that Lord North declared, on
the 20th of February, 1775, that his famous conciJiatory plan
was rather calculated to break a link in the American chain
of union than to give satisfaction to the people, and that
the exercise of the right of taxing every part of the British
dominions must by no means be given up, that Lord Mans-
field, on the third reading of the bill declaring war against
the United Colonies, affirmed that he did not consider who
was originally in the wrong, they were now to consider only
where they were, and the justice of the cause must now
give way to their present situation. When we consider the
King of Great Britain's speech to the Parliament on the
last of November, and the Commons' address and his answer
on the 7th of December, 1774-the Commons' address of
the 9th of February, 1775, and the royal answer; and the
speech from the throne at the last opening of the Parliament,
October the 26th, 1775-all declaring an unalterable pur-
pose to maintain the supreme authority of that Legislature,
over all the dominions of the Crown-in other words, their
unalterable purpose, to bind us in all cases whatsoever; when
we see your hostile array and operations, in consequence of
those declarations-l say, when we consider these things,
we can be at no loss to form a just idea of the intentions of
your King, or to conceive what your Excellencies mean by
"tbe true principles of the Constitution." Nor are we to
be caught by any allurements your Excellencies may throw
out: you confess, and we know that you, as Commisioner!3,
have not any power to negotiate and determine any thing.

But, unanswerable as the reasons are against America
returning to a subjection under the British Crown, now in
fact become despotick-and America, after unheard-of inju-
ries, infinite toil, hazard and expense, her inhabitants called
cowards by your master's servants, civil and military, havincr
declared herself independent-did not your Excellencie~
feel a little for our honour, when you, at the head of your
armies, held out to us subjection and peace? Did not you
feel the dignity of your characters affected when you, under
the guise of a security upon the true principles of the Con-
stitution, recommend to " the inhabitants at large" to rescind
their decree, and by their own mouths declare themsel \.es
tbe most contemptible people in history, which gives no
example of such baseness-render their name a term of
reproach among all nations-and forbid each other from
placing any, tbe least degree of confidence in, and all for-
eign St~tes from paying tbe least degree of credit to, their
most solemn declarations? In short, to submit to a Gov-
ernment abandoned to corruption, lost to a sense of justice,
and already but a step behind absolute despotism-a Gov-
ernmentthat has long been and ever must be jea]ous of our
rise, and studious to depress Olll'natural growth! Did not
your Excellencies blusb and shrink within yoursefves
when you asked men, who had been almost ruined by your
gracious master, to abandon the honourable and natural
station of independence, and stoop to kiss his hand, now
daily batbed in, and which ever must continue stained by,
the blood of a friend [ a brother! a son [ a father!

That your Excellencies may" reflect seriously" upon

" the unjust cause in which you are engaged," and that the
name of Howe may be enrolled witb the names of Alar/-
borough and Effingham, al'e the wishes of .

A CAROLINIAN.
South-Carolina, Charleston, October 22, 1776.

. -
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, Valentine's Hill, October 22, 1776.

DEARSIll: From my remote situation, and my ignorance
of the country in which the army under your command
to the northward is to act, it is impossible for me to give
my peremptory orders, or scarcely my opinion, as to the
direction of matters in your quarter. I am confident your
own good sense, zeal, and activity, wiII suggest to you the
most probable means of making amends for the hea vy loss
We have sustained by the destruction of General Arnold's
fleet upon Lake Champlain; but my experience of the
many evils attending the calling in a considerable body of
raw Militia obliges me to give you my sentiments upon that
head, and to teU you that I fear they wiJI render you more
disservice than any real good. From their want of every
camp necessary when they join a regular army, they com-
mit an intolerable waste of stores, which, once put into
their hands, can scarcely be ever regained, and are so much
dead loss to the publick; and for want of regularity in their
drafts of ammunition, provision, and other necessaries, they
consume much more than is convenient to spare from a gal'-
rison near a source of supplies, much less from one at such
a distance that it requires every exertion to keep up the
magazines at the best of times.

I have been informed that Ticonderoga, properly gar-
risoned and supplied with provision and ammunition, isJOSEPHHALLETTTOTH1!:NEW-YORKCONVENTION. almost impregnable, even at a season of the year when an

Princetown, October22, 1776... army can lay beforeit with ihe greatestconveniency; if so,
GENTLEMEN:In compliance with your desire or order of instead of caIling up a number of useless hands and mouths,

the 18th September, I ha\'e been into New-England. I (for such I deem Militia in general,) I would advise a coUec-
found there a very inconsiderable part of the goods Captain tion of as much provision as could possibl,r be got together,
Rogers had taken and carried into Fire-Island inlet, and which if sufficient for nine thousand effective men, of which
from thenc~ cart~d across the island to Huntington. The your army consisted by General Arnold's letter, I should
whole, I thlOk, WIJ) .not sell for more than five hundred Imagine you could keep Burgoyne and Carleton at bay till
poun<ls. They consist of the foHowing articles, viz: one the riO'ourof the season would obljae them to raise the
hogshead and six barrels of sugar, foul' barrels and two siege, ~ot only for want of convenien~es to lay in field, but
bags of coffee, four barrels of cocoa, one box tea, nine for fear the freezinO'of the lake should make their return
pieces s~il-duck, twelve barrels oil, with one or two more impracticah1e in ca;e of accident. I would recommend the
small articles.

. . removal of carriages and draft catt1e of all kinds from theHe .sent round to.Provi.dence a sma]! sloop that he and country adjacent, that if they should attempt to slip by
Captam ~ond took m c?mlOgfr?m Halifax, bound to New- Ticonderoga by any other route, and come down upon the
York, with a parcel of mtrenchlOg tools. These Iordered settlements, that plan should be rendered abortive for want
down to New- York soon after the vessel was taken, and of means of conveyance for their baggage and stores. I
sold them to General Washington. The goods and sloop am unacquainted with the extent of your works and con-
now in Ncw-England, I have taken the necessary steps to sequently of the number of men necessary to ~an them.
have them condemned and sold; when done shall forward If your present numbers should be insufficient for that pur-
you the sales. . . .. pose, I would tben byaH means advise your making up the
. I hav~ ~upphed Captam Rogers with the greatest part of deficiency out of the best-regulated Militia that could be

his provIsion ~ora four months' cruise, and money to pur- got. Some might likewise be useful in bringing up supplies
chase the r~mam?er. I also advanced him a sufficient sum and fill the places of men who would render more service
of money, mcludrng that sum you bad in the hands of Mr. with arms in their hands. You will always be kind enoulTh
Hobart, to pay his ship's company their whole warres, to bear in mind that I am givinO' my Op inion, not issui~!TI ,

h
.

I '" "'. '"except one montl) spay, w fch thought best to withhold my orders. The vexation I have experienced from the
FIFTH SERIES.-VOL. II. 75

BOARD OF WAJi TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, Philade1phia, October 22, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having done the Board of War the
honour of referring to them your letter, for consideration
and execution, we beg leave to inform you that we have
ordered two hundred thousand cartridges to be instantly
forwarded you. Light wagons have been got and are fitting
ready, and you will receive the abo\'e supply by to-morrow
evening, or the next morning. We have employed persons
to make up a quantity for the use of the army, which shall
be forwarded to your care ai; soon as a proper number shall
be compJeted. We cannot, however, but wish that General
1fTashington could procure such supplies of ammunition as
he may want fi'om the Eastern Statl'S, there being very little
in this city, from whence alone every demand to the south-
ward of Hudson's river must be answered. Every assist-
ance, however, that can be, shall be afforded you, as wen
as his ExceHency the General, from this office.

We have given orders about the purchase of salt, the
result of which you shaH hear so soon as we can write
sa tisfactorily.

With every wish for your success and honour, we, sir,
are your very obedient, humble servants.

By order of the Board of Wal';
EDWARD RUTLEDGE.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq.

RESOLUTION FOR RETURN OF PRISONERS SUSPENDED.

In Congress, October 22, 1776

R,e,solved, That the Resolution respecting sending home
the Canadians, be suspended tiJI further orders.

That the Board of War be directed to order the several
Prisoners in Philadelphia to the places of their destination,
!lnd that they write to the several Comminees who have the
charge of Prisoners, not to suffer them to go beyond the
bounds allowed them, nor to permit any of them to come
to Philadelphia without leave first obtained Ii'om the Board
of War.

War Office, October 22,1776.

The foregoing resolutions of Congress are published by
order of the Board of War, for the information of all per-
Sons concerned therein, of which the several Committees
who have the charge of prisoners captivated by the armies
of the. United States, residing in this or any other of the
confederated States, are desired to take notice. And all
Pl'isonersof war now in Philadelphia are required imme-
diately to repair to their several places of rendezvous,
without staying any longer in Phila.delphia on any pretence
whatsoever.

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

lest they should choose to look out for new quarters. I arf\
in hopes the sloop will get to sea in a few days.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant,
JOSEPH HALLETT.

To the honourable COn\'ention of the State of New- York,
at Fishkill.

MAJOR GREENE, OF DE LANCEY'S BRIGADE, TO CAPT. SMITH.

Hampstead, Long-Island, New-York, October 22,1776.

SIR: Mr. French, your Lieutenant, who arrived here
this moming, and delivered over the two persons made
mention of in your letter to me, informs me that there are a
considerable number of horses, the property of notorious
Rebels and disatFefted people, in the eastern part of the
County of Suffolk. You are, therefore, to send out stroog
and sufficient parties to drive in a1l the horses you can find
so circumstanced; convene them all at your quarters. As
you will not lose time in the execution of this business, I
doubt not but they can be with me at Hampstead on Friday
or Saturday next.

I am, sir, your very obedient ser\'ant,
JOSEPH GREENE,

ltIajor First Battalion, Brigadier-General
De Lancey's Brigade.

To Captain Smith.
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humours and intolerable caprice of Mililia at a critical time,
makes me feel sensibly for the officerwho is to depend upon
them in the day of trial. Upon the whole, I beg you may
not be intJuenced by any thing I have thrown out; you have
had experience of the temper of the people who will pro-
bably march to your assistance, and therefore know whether
they differ in character (i'om those who have reinforced the
army under my command.

In full confidence that you will do what seems best to
your judgment, I submit the matter entirely to you, only
esteeming myself happy if any hints of mine should be
serviceable to you.

I am, &c., Go. 'V ASHINGTON.
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE BOARD OF WAR.

Camp on Valentine's Hill, October 22, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I am directed by his Excellency, whose
business has called him from hence, to acknowledge his
receipt of your fa\'ours of the 12th and 15th instant, and to
inform you in answer to the first, that he will mention the
case of the French gentlemen to General Lee, and obtain
his opinion as to the best mode of providing for 'em in a
useful way. The horses belonging to the Light Dragoons
which were taken, he thinks will be very serviceable, and
he will w\"lte to General Ward or one of the agents to
purchase them.

In respect to your requisition for an immediate return of
ordnance stores, his Excellency says it cannot possibly be
complied with in the present unsettled state of the army.
In order to effect the good purposes you have in view, he
would take the liberty to recommend the establishing of
magazines of ammunition and other ordnance stores in pro-
per places of security, fi'om whence supplies could be
occasionally drawn. As large quantities are constantly in
demand in time of war, he does not conceive your provision
in these in~tances can be too great. He will direct tbe
regimental returns in future to include arms and accoutre-
ments, and the Commissary-General to transmit monthly
lists of rations. He thinks the regulation extremely proper,
though he apprehends the information to be premature
respecting the over-quantity suggested to have been drawn,
having heard no suspicion of the sort in this army of late.

I have the honour to be, with great respect, gentlemen,
your most obedient servant,

ROBERT H. HARRISON.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GOVERNOUR TRUJlffiULL.

Camp on Valentine's Hill, October 22, 1776.'

SIR: Sundry matters of importance having called his
Excellency's attention from here this morning, I have the
honour, by his command, to acknowledge his receipt of
your several favours of the 19th and 21st instant.

His Excellency thanks you for the forces you have
ordered to the Fishkills, and would recommend that in
their route tbey should march by the rear of our troops, at
or near the White-Plains, where he would wish them to halt,
and for the commanding officers to apply to him for orders.
He is sensible of the past exertions of your State, and is
confident that nothing on their part will be wanting to
advance the publick cause. The proclamation you have
issued he thinks a judicious step, and that many salutary
consequences may result from it. He hopes an imp]jcit
regard wiJIbe paid to it, and that every effective man will
prepare himself in the best manner that circumstances will
admit of, to serve as exigencies may require. The intelli-
gence respecting tbe engagements and defeat of our fleet
upon the lake he had received before your favour.

In respect to your request for General Clinton to com-
mand the intended expedition to Long-Island, I am directed
by his ExceIJency to inform you that the situation of our
affairs will not allow of his compliance; and further, that if
the troops are not on the very point of embarking, that he
is of opinion the expedition had better be deferred and the
troops moved this way. They may be of material ser-
vice to us, and great annoyance to the enemy in galling
their flank. A considerable part of their army is now at
New-Rochelle, and some advanced as far as Marinack. All
their movements indicate their intention of penetrating the

country from the Sound, by way of the "fVhite-Plains; and
to stop their progress, our utmost exertions will be employed.
These matters his Excellency desired me to mention to you,
and to submit to your consideration, conceiving himself that
under the present' circumstances of our affilirs, the moving
of the troops this way may be attended with many valuable
consequences, and more than if sent across the Sound.

I have the pleasure to inform you that a detachment of
our men, under the command of Colonel Hazlet, surprised
Major Rogers and his regiment last night, at Marinack.
They brought off thirty-six prisoners, and about sixty mus-
kets. The number of slain is not ascertained. It is said
that a good many of them fell; and further, that if the
guides had pursued strictly their instructions, the whol4;)
would have been cut off. We had two men killed and
twelve wounded; among them :Major Greene, of the First
Virginia regiment, an officer of great merit. .

In baste, I have the honour to be, with very great
respect, sir, j'our most obedient servant,

ROBERT H. HARRISON.

~XTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL GLOVER, DATED

MILE S(tUARE, OCTOBER 22, 1776.

You no doubt heard the enemy landed all their army on
Frog's Point the 11th instant, leaving only twelve hundred
men in York, and there remained until the] 8th, which was
Friday. I arose early in the morning and went on the hill
with my glass, and discovered a number of ships in th~
Sound under way; in a very short time saw the boats)
upwards of two hundred sail, all manned and formed ill four
grand divisions. I immediately sent off Major Lee express
to General Lee, who was about three miles distant, and
without waiting his orders, turned out the brigade I have
the honour to command, and very luckily for us I did, as it
turned out afterwards, the enemy having stole a march one
and a half miles on us. I marcI,ed down to oppose their
landing with about seven hundred and fifty men, and three
field-pieces, but had not gone more than half the distance
before I met their advanced guard, about thirty men; upon
which I detached a Captain's guard of forty men to meet
them, while I could dispose of the main body to advantage.
This plan succeeded very well, as you will hereafter see.
The enemy had the advantage of us, being posted on an
eminence which commanded the ground we had to march
over. However, I did the best I could, and disposed of my
little party to the best of my judgment: Colonel Reed'$
on the left of the road, Colonel Shepherd's in the rear and
to the right of him, Colonel Baldwzn's in the rear aud on
the right of Shepherd's, my own regiment commanded by
Captain Courtis, (Colonel Johonnot being sick, and Major
Lee being Brigade-Major,) bringing up the rear with tbe three
field-piecesof artillery. Thus disposedof, I rode forward-

.

(oh! the anxiety of mind I was then in for the fate of the day
-the lives of seven hundred and fifty men immediately at
hazard, and under God their preservation entirely depended
on their being well disposed of; besides this, my country,
my honour, my own life, and every thing that was dear,
appeared at that critical moment to be at stake-I would
have given a thousand worlds to have had General Lee, or
some other experienced officer present, to direct, or at least
to approve of what I had done-looked around, but could
see none, they an being three miles from me, and the action
came on so sudden it was out of their power to be with
me,)-to the advance guard, and ordered them to advance,
who did, within fifty yards, and received their fire without
the loss of a man; we returned it, and fell four of them, and
kept the ground till we exchanged five rounds. Their body
being much larger than mine, and ha ving two men killed
.and several wounded, which weakened my party, the enemy
pushing forward not more tha.n thirty yards distant, I ordered
a retreat, which wa? masterly well done by the Captain
that commanded tbe party. The enemy gave a shout and
advanced; Colon~1Reed's, laying under cover of a stone
wa]) undiscovered till they came within thirty yards, then
rose lip and ga~'e them the whole charge; the enemy broke,
and retreated for the main body to come up. In tbis situa-
tion we remained about an hour and a half, when they
appeared about four thousand, with seven pieces of arti]Jery'
they now advance, keeping up a constant fi '
artillery; we kept our post under cover of the stone wall
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before mentioned till the}' came within fifty yards o~ us,
rose up and gave them the whole charge of the battalion;
they hailed and returned the fire with showers of m~sketry
and cannon bans. We exchanged seven rounds at tillS post,
retreated, and formed in the rear of Colonel Shepherd and
on his left; they then shouted and pushed on till tbey came
on Shepherd, posted behind a fine doub]e stone wall; he
rose up and fired by grand divisions, by whicb he kept up
a constant fire, and maintained his part till he exchanged
seventeen rounds with them, and caused them to retreat
several times, once in particu]ar so far that ,a soldier of
Colonel Sheplterd's leaped over the wall and took a hat and
canteen off of a Captain that lay dead on the ground they
retreated from.

However, their body being so much larger than ours, we
were, for the preservation of the men, forced to retreat,alld
formed in the rear of Baldwin's regiment; they then came
Up to Baldwin's but the erround beiner much in their favour,,

'"
0

b I
,

Iand their heavy train of artillery, we could do ut lit I'
before we retreated to the bottom of the hill, and had to
pass through a run of water, (the bridge I had taken up
before,) and then marcqed up a hill the opposite ~ideof the
creek, where I left my artillery; .the. ground bemg rough
and much broken I was afraid to rISk It over. The enemy
hailed, and played away their artillery at us? and we at
them till nierht without any damaO"e on our sIde, and but,

0'
_ 0

very little on theirs. At dark we came off, and marc~ed
about three miles,leadiner to DoM's Ferry, after fightmg
all day without victuals or°drink, laying as a pick~t all night,
the heavens over us and the earth under us, wlllch was all
we had, having left our baggage at the old encampment ~e
left in the morninO".The next morning marched over to ltIde
Square. I had °eight men killed and thirteen wounded,
amonO"which was Colonel Shepard, a brave officer.

Su~day, General Lee sent for and informed me there
was two hundred barrels of pork and flour at East-CltCst,er,
if the enemy had not taken it; would be glad I would tlllnk
of some way to bring it off. I sent Ollt and pre~sed fifteen
waerons and at niO"htturned out the whole brigade, and
we~t d~wn so nigh"the enemy we heard their musick and
talk very plain, and brought off the whole.

Wednesday, sent out a scouting party, princip~lIyfrom
my own regiment, who met with a party of ~esslans, and
attacked them, killed twelve and took three pnsoners; one
of the slain was an officer of rank, on horseback, the horse
was taken and brought off. We had one man mortally
wounded, of Colonel Baldwin's regiment.

Sunday, the enemy struck their tents, and were on a
march in two columns, one to the riO"ht,and the other to the
left towards the North Rit'er. G~neral Lee immediately
ga:e orders for his division, which consisted of eight thou-
sand men, to march for North-Castle, to take the ground to
the eastward and north of them, about fourteen miles dis-
tance. We had not marched more than three miles before
we saw the rierhtcolumn advancing in a cross road to cut
us off, not mo~ethan three-quarters of a mile distance; t!lis
beinO"our situation, eiaht thollsand men on the road WIth~ 0

their baggage, artillery, and one hundred and fifty wagons,
filled the road for foUl'miles. We then tUrnedoffand marched
by DoM's Fel'ry road, and got into White-Plains about
ten o'clock, Monday morning, after being out all night.
We left General McDougall's brigade posted on a height
between the enemy and us, to cover .pur ~arch. About
twelve o'clock they attacked him with a heavy column,
supported with twelve pieces of artillery, who pressed him
so hard was obliged to retreat, having twenty men killed
and about forty wounded, and wholly from their artillery.
I am posted on a mountain, commanding the roads to
Albany and New-England; the enemy on one opposite,
about one mile distance. We expect an attack every moment;
I don't care how soon, as I am very certain, with the bless":
in'" of God, we shall give them a drubbing. Where you
wih hear from me next is very uncertain.

COMMITTEE FOR THE DETECTION OF CONSP1RACrES IN NEW-

YORK.

In Committee appointed by the ConVlmtion of the State
of New- York, for inquiring into, detecting, and defeating
all conspiracies which may be formed in the said State
a-rainst the liberties of America, Fishkill, October 22, 1776:o

Resolved That tbe Chairman of this Committee be
directed to ~pply to the Committee of Safety for five hun-
dred Pounds for the use of this Committee, for the expen-
diture of which this Committee witl be ;J.ccountableto the
Convention of this State.

Ordered, That the Secretary furnish the Chairman with
a copy of this Resolution.

Extract from the Minutes:
A. W. D. PEYSTER,Secretary.

NEW-YORK CONVEN'CION TO FRANCIS LEWIS.

Fishkills, October, 1776.

SIRS : We are informed that there is two cargoes of salt
belonO"inu to the Continent under your dil'ection, the one at
New-Ro~helle, the other at New.London. As tbere is a
pressing necessity for securing the provisions .that lay co~-
tiO"uousto the enemy, we request that you wIll sell us this
salt for the publick service. The reason of this application
is to prevent, if possible, a quantity of provisions falling into
the hands of the. enemy. Nor is the salt itself which lies at
New-Rochelle out of danger.

H. GLEN TO GENERAL SCHUYI.ER.

Schenectady, October 22, 1776,

DEAR SIR: The bearer is Abraham Groot, who has
been express for me with your letter to ColonelDayton,
and has brouO"hta letter back for the General, which I now
forward by him. As I wrote you in my last, I had pur-
chased two acres of land for the barracks, and that the
materials are chieRy ready, but am entirely without a single
person, either carpenter or mason. They are all gone with
the Militia. The Militia from this are commanded by
Colonel Abraham Wemple. I have nobody left but twenty-
four men for waeroners,who stand ready with their wagons
to take in the b~ereraO"eof Colonel Da yton arrived at the00 0

fiver.
Should the General think proper, I wish he would order

between twenty and thirty carpenters back out of .C?lonel
Wemple's regiment, and as many masons as there IS m the
whole regiment, which is not many, to carryon the bar-
racks. Unless I am furnished with the above number of
men, I won't be able to get the barracks done this fall, as
the season is far advanced.

I have a letter from Mr. Avery, Deputy Commissary-
General, who acquaints me that he has the General's order
that all the flour I have purchased in this town be forward~d
to Fort Stanwix. The rest must be forwarded to Fort
George and FQrt Edward. Accordingly I have yesterday
benan in sending off flour to Fort George, (sixty barrels)
and shall be able to send two hundred barrels this week,
I hope, if I am not disappointed with wagons.

I shall expect to hear from you by the bearer whether I
am to expect the carpenters and masons, and what I must
do with the two companies of batteau-men, as I will have
no flour just now to load them. But it will not do to dis-'
charge them now; a body does not know what may hap-
pen. There is a good stock of provis.ionat Fort Sch!tyler,
which I am very glad of, and there ISa good quantity at
the German Flats. There was, on the 18th of this month,
five hundred barrels of flour, one hundred barrels of pork,
elevenbarrelsof beef,somecattle, and some other articles
of provision at Fort Stanwix, which wjJ\ last the troops that
are to be stationed there this winter a very long while.

I am, dear sil', your most obedient servant,
HENRY GLEN.

To His Excellency General Schuyler.
'

MR. DUANE'S MINUTES.

Meeting of the Committee with General SCHUYLERand
Lieutenant-Colonel GANSEVOORT.

Saraghloga, October 22, 1776.

1. Marked the officers fit for service.
2. Agreed to appoint of Colonel Van Schaack's reg,

ment, to consist of Captain Andrew Fink, Lieutenant
Charles Parsons, Ensign John Denny, at Fort George;
Captain Hicks, at Albany; Captain Graham, of Colonel
Nicholson's, at John's Town.

ltlem: In appointing the officers who are recommended,
r~gard sliould be had to their former rank.

:It
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General Schuyler is of opinion, viae No.1.
3. Agreed tbat General Schuyler sbould pay one thou-

sand dollars into the bands of Colonel Gansevovrt, to be
repaidby the Committee; the Colonel to pay tbe money.
One bundred pounds as a payment to tbe recruiting officer.

4. Officers who served in Canada and are nOt provided
for:

Good. Marinu$ Willet.
V. g. Cornelius Van Dyck, now a Militia al.
V. g. Cornelius Van Slyck, a Lieutenant.

Barent J. Ten Eyck.
V. g. Charles P. Yates.
V. g. Nicholas Van Renselaer.
V. g. William Goforth.
V. g. LeviPawling. .
Borrowed one thousand dollars from Veneral Schuyler,

to be repaid at Albany, and paid tbe same to Colonel Gan.
sevoort.

Wynkoop has no Major this year. Only six companies
have joined him; two remain at Tryon County.

Captain Isenlored, Captain of Militia of Van Dyke's
regiment.

3. To recruit from Colonel Wynkoop's reO'iment, at
Skeensburgh, Captain Sam'l1R-lVan Veghten, Lieutenant
John Hoghkerk.

4. To recruit between Saraghtoga and Albany, from
Captain Vosburgh and Garret Veder's companies, of Wyn.
koop's regiment.

Borrowed One hundred dollars more from General Schuy.
ler, and paid three hundred pounds to Colonel Wynkoop
for tbe recruiting service at Skeensburgh.

5. To pay one hundred pounds to Lieutenant Barent
Salsbery, of Wynkoop's regiment.

N. B. Colonel Wynkoop informed us that he had taken
care to secure Colonel Keen's personal property. He was
requestE)dto continue the charge thereof. Query: Whether
it would be proper to take the sense of Congress thereupon.

October 22d.-Gave instructions to Lieutenant Salsbery,
at Stillwater, and also the sum of one hundred pounds.

Albany, October 29th.-Gave instructions to Lieutenant
Conyn, and the sum of three hundred pounds, for him and
Captain Hicks to recruit, and also a set of instructions for
tbe Captain.

Agreed that Mr. Cuyler write to Captain lsenlord, and
enclose him a set of instructiQns to recruit, and tbe sl1m of
.ne hundred pounds.

J. TRUMBULL TO THE CO~IMITTEE AT BENNINGTON.
Head-Quarters, Tyconderoga, October Q2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Generalearnestlyrequeststhe Militia
of Bennington, and the country adjacent, to march imme-
diately to this post.

Tbe late success of the enemies of America on the lakes,
renders it necessary for us to use every method to exert
every nerve for the defence of this post. The preservation
of our country, your own happiness, depend much on the
success of this army.

Orders haV1Jbeen long since sent to the Colonels of the
upper and lower regiments of Militia in the Grants; but lest
they shoi.lId have miscarried, I am ordered to repeat them.

I am, gentlemen, your very obedient servant,
JOHN TaUMBuLL,Deputy Adjutant-General.

To the honourable Chairman of the Committee of Safety,
at Bennington.

CAPTAIN STEWART TO GENERAL GATES.

. Fort George, October22, 1776.
DEAR SIR: I sit down to write a few lines to you, as I

flatter myself you will not be displeased to hear I am O'et-
ting much better. The Doctors suffer me this mornin~ to
take a short ride, which I hope will be of much servic~ to
me, and to-morrow intend setting off for Albany. My stay
there, I hope, wiJI be but short, and you may depend tbe
first moment I am able I shall againreturn to my duty.

Where tbe Regulars are, it would give me O'reatpleasure
to know. Mr. Morris and the rest of the g;ntlemen who
were at Ticonderoga, informed me they were at Crown
Point, and repairing the saw-mill tlwre. If so, have some
hopes that an attack may not be made for som~ time at

least, and possibJy I may be with you by that time. They
conjectured they had an intention of repairing the barrack5
at Crown Point.

Doctor Brown is very sorry his state of health will not
permit his complying with your orders, he being extremely
ill in tbe gout at present; and when he may bebettel', God
kriows.

I bear there is at least three thousand Militia at Fort
Edward on tbeir way to you. Can't hear of much pro-
visions on the road. ShaH hurry it on as I go along.
This scroll has so fatigued me that I must conclude by
assuring you I am, my dear sir, yonr affectionate friend and
obedient, bumble servant, W SALTER TEWART.

Pray remember me to all friends with you.

GENERAL GATES TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Tyonderoga, October 22, 1776.

SIR: At three o'clock this morning I had the honour to
receive your favour of the 17th instant, from New-Haven.

When I sent General Schuyler the account of our loss
upon Lake Champlain, I requested him to despatch a copy
of GeneralArnold's letter to your Excellency. Lest that
should hf!.ve miscarried, the General sends you, enclosed, a
copy thereof. It would have been happy for the United
States had the gallant behaviour and steady good conduct
of that exceHent officer been supported by a fleet in any
degree equal to the enemy's. As the case stands, though
they boast a, victory, they on.Jst respect the vanquished.
General Waterbury has doubtless, by this time, waited upon
your ExceHency.

The Director-General of the Hospital in this department
arri~e? at Albany the 5th instant, with a large parcel of
medlcmes purchased in the Eastern Governments, so that
we are not likely to suffer more for want of physick. The
Sub-Director of the Hospital and three Mates are come
here, by my order, from Lake George, and every thing
necessary is prepared by them, in case of an immediate
action. Surgeons we have plenty. I wish they were a1l
good; but I hope we shall have a sufficient portion of skill,
upon the wbole, in that department.

General Carleton, with his fleet and army, are at Crown
Point. The exact number of the latter we cannot yet
ascertain; nor whether he does not wait for the whole to
join him from St. John's, &c., before he makes his grand
attack. You may be assured nothing shall be wanting
upon our part to give him a proper reception; and General
Schuyler assures me the Militia fmm all quarters have been
summoned to reinforce the army. I am in hourly expecta.
tion of their arrival.

I wish it may be in your Excellency's powe
.

r to forward
a quantity of flour to Slceensborough, by the way of Ben-
nington. If it cannot. be carted, I think it might be sent in
bags, upon pack.horses. This is to provide against the
worst. Weare not in any immediate danger of a scarcity.

In answer to that part of your Excellency's letter relative
to the officers of the State of Connecticut who have served
in this department, I am to acquaint you, sir, that I think
Colonel Swift, Lieutenant-Colonel Starr, Major Bigelow,
Major Sumner, and Major Sedgwick, are officers who I can
recommend as worthy of the rank they hold in the army of
the United States. Of the other Field Officers, I am silent.
As to the Captains'1md Subs, I have had no opportunity tQ
know them sufficiently to say anything in their dispraise.

Spades, or iron shovels, are exceedingly wanted at thii
place. 1 have wrote r~peatedly to General Sch1,lyler, for
six weeks past, but cannot procure any from him. He tells
me, in his last letter, flot one is to be. had from Albany.
One hundred at a time would be a seasonable supply.
Shingle nails are also in great request here.

Trusting that the wise Disposer of all human affairs will
blessOllr cause; the cause of freedomand mankind,I rest,
sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

HORATIO GATES.

To Governour Trumbull.

COLONEL BRE;WER TO .GENERAL .GATES.
Ty Mills, October Q2, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: Captain TVhl~ttlesey has made applica-
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tion to me, to recommend it to your Honour to have the
Indian$ discharged. It is with the utmost difficulty I have
kept them in any order until now. I most earnestly beg
you willdismiss them, ifyou think it consistent with duty, &cc.

I am sir, your Honour's very humble servant,
SAMUEL BREWER, Culonel.

To General Gates.

BEHOLD A COWARD!

Bead-Quarters, Ticonderoga, October 22, 1776.

The publick are desired to take notice that Daniel Pittee,
Ensign in Captain Timot?y Stow's company, in Co~o~el
Wheelock's regiment, applIed at Head-Quarters for a dis-
charge, upon hearing that the enemy were likely to attack
Qur lines. He was refused, and the next day deserted the
camp. This infamous runaway belongs to the south parish
of Dedham, County of Suffolk.

Published by order of Brigadier-General Brickett:
ANDREWBROWN,Major of Brigade.

INDIANS OF ONENHOGHKWAGE AND TUSCARORA TO THE
OFFICERS AT OTSEGO LAKE.

Onenhoghkwage, October 22, 1.776.

BROTRERS, THE CAPTAIN AND OTHER OFFICERS OF THE
COMPANYOF RANGERS AT OTSE~O: We have been several
times astonished, hearing your intentions. We understand.
your business is to range the woods in pursuit of Indians
tbat are painted, or have feathers in their caps, and intend
to fire on them wherever you find them. Our people are
just going out to hunt, as usual, in the woods where you
pass along. Huntin&" is thei~ sole intent}on, and they go
out with no other desIgn than m the pursUit of the necessa-
ries of life. We have no bad design; neither are there
any hereabouts that are ill-disposed that we know of: there-
fore we hope you will quiet your minds, and suffer no fears
about us to trouble you, nor trouble yourselves about our
customs of painting or wearing feathers on our heads, for
that is no sign of bad intentions; and our young men .have
always practised it, thinking it no harm or breach of fl'lend-
ship with our brothers.

We should not have written, if we had heard it only as
Bying report; but we have been told foul' or five. times by
William Johnl$ton and Glasford, that you determlOe to fire
on any y6U find in the woods painted. Every time any of
us go to Tyonadello, they repeat the story? and charge us
not to paint. Therefore what must we thmk? Must we
not conclude that it is danO"erous for us to improve our old
hunting-grounds? We had sucp news concerning the inhab-
itants of Cherry Valley last summer, and our head men
sent to them to know the reason of it. They assured us
the report was false. We hope it will appear to be so n~w.
We hope you will inform us speedily if you have no des~gn
against us, and endeavour tQ prevent such reports bemg
spread amongst us, which you may be sure will make trou-
ble. We know no reason why we should stay from our
hunting, or leave off painting according to our custom.

From the
WARRIORS AND HUNTERS OF ONENHOGHKWAGE

AND TUSCARORA,

I shall speak a wo~d ~ow, brothers. I Ir~ve .observed
their conduct, and don t discover any bad desIgn In them i
wherefore I was troubled in my mind when the speech of
one of your company was interpreted to me by William
Johnston aJ Tyonadello. I could not receive it as a fa!se-
hood from him, and I can't expect they will leave off pamt-
ing for your threats; for I have, for many years past,
entreated them, from time to time, on the Sabbath, to break
off from that custom, but they are so in love with it, that
they will not hearken. Therefore, I entreat that you would
not trouble yourselves about the customs of our people, but
take care of those among yourSelves which you know to be
dangerous. I hope you will find out means whereby to
preserve peace and unity betweelJ us and you, and also
among yourselves.

These from your brother, IsAAG.
Interpreted by AARONCROSBY,lWss'ry.

To the Officers of the Rangers, Otsego.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, October QQ, 1776, .

Present: His Honour the Governour; his Honour the
Deputy Governour; Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez IIuntington,
Richa1'd Law, Titus Hosmer, William Hillhouse, Benja-
min Huntington. .

Voted, To alIow Adam Babcock ~ Co., to export Slxt}"
barre1s of Salt Beef to Rhode-Island, for the use of their
privateer.

Voted, To alIow Adam Babcock ~ Co. two of the Can-
non taken on board the ship Guineaman, and brought in by
Captain Harding to New-London.

Voted, To appoint an Ensign, and give him orders to
inlist twenty men, without premium, and at forty shillings
per month, to be for the defence of the United States of
America, and to man the Fort at Milford Harbour, until
further orders, and to serve until the Q5th day of December
next, unless sooner discharged; and Captain Benjamin Hinc
is appointed an Ensign for said service, with the pay of an
Ensign.

COMMITTEE OF DANBURY, (CONNECTiCUT,) TO EBENEZER

LOCKWOOD.

Danbury, October 22, 1776.

SIR: Having received your letter of the QOth instant, with
three officers, who, you inform us, are prisoners of war, and
a copy of their parole; likewise we received them into our
custody, and shall endeavour to conduct towards them
agreeable to the resolves of Continental Congress in such
case made and provided.

By order of tb~ Committee of Inspection for the town of
Danbury per T S C'~ .,

HOMAS TEVENS, nmrman.

To Esquire Ebenezer Lockwood, at Pound Ridge, West-
chester County.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO PRESIDE)ST OF NEW-YORK CONVENTJON.

Head-Quarters, Valentine's Bill, October 22, 1776.

SIR: By command of his ExcelIency I enclose you a
lettt:Jffor General &huyler, under a flying seal. After sub-
mitting it to the perusal of the Convention, please to seal
it, and forward it by express.

.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, .

TENCH TILGIIMAN.

To the Hon. Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of Con-
vention at Fishkills.

.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PROVIDENCE, (RHODE-ISLAND,)

DATED OCTOB.8R QQ, 1776.

The frigate called the Providence is gone -to Newport.
The Warren was under sail last Sunday, and outsails all
the boats in the river, upon a wind1without mainsail or top-
gallant sails being set. How the Providence sails, I know
not, as she went down before the wind, directly from me.
They are two very fine ships, a credit to our little State.

There has been brought into this port thirty-two prizes, a
pretty good beginning. There is now fitting out two twenty-
gun ships, and there will be soon two new brigs built, on
purpose for the business, to mount eighteen six-pounders
each. This addition to our fleet will make no small show
upon the list of our naval department.

COMMODORE HOPKINS To CAPTAIN JOHN PAUL JONES.

Newport, October 22, 1776.

SIR : You are directed to go on board the Alfred, and
take the command of her, and go to sea with her and the
Hamden, Captain Hacker, who will be directed to keep
company with you, and follow your directions. You will
form such siO"nals,and appoint such rendezvous, as you think
will best an;wer the end of keeping company.

You are to take all British vessels, and all vessels bound
to any port under the jurisdiction of the King of Great
Britain, except Bermudas and New-P'/"Ovidence. You are,
with the force under your command, to endeavour all in
your power to destroy all the coal vessels you may find at
or near the coal-mines at the Island of Cape Breton, and
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do all in your power to relieve a number of our unfortunate
brethren who are prisoners, and employed in that cruel and
bard service. When that is effected, and the weather will
permit, you are tocruise for transports and other vessels
bound to Canada, or go to Newfoundland, and destroy as
much of the fishery as you possibly can, if you' think
the season not too far advanced; and when you think the
season too cold for that station, you may cruise as long as
you well can for transports bound from Great Britain to
New- York. You may send any vessels into port for trial
that you may think are acting detrimental to the interest of
the American States.

Such vessels as you may take, which you think are not
worth your while, or may not be convenient, to send into
port, you may destroy, first taking the hands out.

My advice is, when your cruise is over, that you return
into some port in New-England, in order for a winter's
expedition.

YOllwill send yonr prizes into such ports in the United
States of America as you judge you can get them in with
most safety. You may, if you please, send a proper
person in a prize, if you should take anyone fit for tbat
purpose, to some port in France, and there to sell her and
cargo, and purchase some small armed vessel, and with the
overplus money lade on board her such goods as may
answer best for the supply of tbe navy or army, first bal-
lasting her with sulphur, you giving him orders for that
purpose.

I am, sir, your friend and humble servant,
ESEK HOPKINS,Commander-in-Chief.

To John P. Jones, Esq., Commander of tbe ship Alfred,
in the service of the United States of North America.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN JONES.

Newport, October 22,1776.

SIR: .You are desired to attend at a Court-Martial to be
held on board the ship Alfred, at two o'clock tbis after-

. noon, for the trial of Samuel Halm or Emom, Thomas Don-
ehoe, JamesRobinson, and John Robinson,for mutiny.

By order of the Hon. Lek Hopkins, Esq., Commander-
in-Chief: S L ('1AMUEL YON, oecretary.

To John P. Jones, Esq., Commander of the Providence.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN HACKER.

Newport, October 22, 1776.

SIR : You are to go to sea with the Hamden under your
command, in company with the Alfred, and take and fol-
low such directionsas you may receive fromCaptain Jones
respecting your cruise. If you should part with the Alfred
by accident, you are to do all in your power to join her; but
should you not be able to join, you are to cruise, as long as
you can, in such station as you think will be most likely to
intercept the provision vessels from Great Britain, bound
either to Canada or New- York.

You may destroy any ship or ships which you' cannot
easily man, and send into port, first taking out the hands.
You will send your prizes into such ports as you judge you
can with most safety get them into any of the United
Statesof America. .

ESEK HOPKINS,Commander-in-Chief.
To Hoysteed Hacker, Esq., Commander of the brigantine

Hamden, in the service of the United States of lVorth
America.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN BRADFORD.

Newport, October 22, 1776.

SIR: The above and annexed is a -list of what goods
belonged to the Captain and passengers on board the ship
Ester, sent into Deptford by the Cabot; and as it has been
customary in this State for the Captains to have their pri-
vate adventures, and theAgent here has always delivered it
by my consent, and as the above list does not seem to me
unreasonable, I think you will do welt to deliver the same
to the persons they belong to, and you may depend that in
so doing you will do but right.

Lieutenant Weaver acquaints me that the men on board
the prize ship Ester want some supplies. These are, there-

fore, to desire you to supply him with sufficient money for
that purpose, and take his receipt, and charge it to the
Continent.

I am, &Lc., ESEK HOPKINS.

To John Bradford, Esq., Agent fOl' the Continent in the
State of Massachusetts-Bay, at Deptford, or, in his ab-
sence, to his Deputy there.

AARON ROOT TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Sheffield, October 22, 1776.

SIR: Some time since, the honourable Council was
pleased to honour me with a commissionof Lieutenant-Col-
onel in the First Regiment of Militia, in Barks, for which
I beg leave, through your Honour, to return my sincere
thanks to the honourable Board and House. My advanced
age and infirm state of health would at that time have
induced me to decline, had not I have listened to the advice
and even importunities of some partial fi'iends; since which
time, Colonel Hopkins and Major Jackson have engaged
in the service, the former of whom is in such an ill state of
health that there is very little prospect of his recovering;
Major Brown is dead. The whole burthen of ordering and
directing the Militia in consequence falls on me. To the
performance of my duty herein, for the reasons before
hinted, I feel myself wholly unequal. My health still con-
tinuing in an impaired state, and it being with reason
expected that those who are in office should not be inactive
in this time of danger, a disinterested regard for the good of_
my country and the present all-important contest, induces
me humbly to lay my case before the honourable Council
and House, and beg leave to retire, that some gentleman
whose exertions may have a greater tendency to be of ser-
vice, may be appointed in my stead.

I am, with great respect, your Honours' most obedient
and very bumble servant,

A R-'RON oaT.
To the honourable President of Council.

Portsmouth, October 22, 1776.

Saturday last, was sent into this port a prize brig, bound
to Bilboa, with two thousand quintals of fish, taken by a
Salem privateer.

Monday, the 14th instant, arrived at Falmouth, Casco
Bay, a large ship fi'om Jamaica, bound to London, laden
with five hundred hogsheads of sugar, and fifty hogsheads
of mm, taken by the privateer Retaliation, from Beverley,
Giles cO[Dmander. The ship mounted six carriage-guns,
and fought the privateer two hours before she struck.

Tuesday last, arrived at Falmouth, Casco Bay, a large
brig, the Mary and James, commanded by Thomas More.
She was from Falmouth in England, bound to Naples, laden
with bales and boxes of goods, cocoa, pepper, alum, tin,
lead, &Lc.,taken by Captain Simon Forrester, in the priva-
teer sloop Rover, from Salem.

Williamsburg, November 15,1776.

Last night an express arrived /i'om Colonel Christian,
with letters to the Governour, dated October 23, giving an
account of his having passed the Tennessee river on the
18th of that month, without any molestation /i'omthe enemy,
and after marching tbrough several Indian towns, at length
arrived safely in the Island town, the lowermost but one
on the river, which he found had been precipitately aban-
doned, the Indians having only had time to carry off their
clothes and the best of their household goods, with which
they pushed air in canoes down the Tennessee. They left
behind them their horses, cattle, hogs, fowls, and even dogs,
with their whole crops of corn and potatoes, which the Col.
onel learned was a very great one. He expected at his
camp in the Island town, as next day, the Raven warriour
of Chote, with Oucanastota, the Little Carpenter, and a
number of other cbiefs; having given them to understand,
that if tbey did not immediately come in and make submis-
sion, and agree to such terms as he should deem to be
reasonable, that he woulcflay waste all the towns, and pur-
sue their fugitive countrymen as far as the Creek nation.

The Colonel thinks it pl'Obablehe may enter into a treaty
with them, as he has good reason to believe that all the old



1197 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1198

warriours had been averse to the war, and that the rest were
stirred up by Cameron, hy bribes and threats. Two of his
scouts, on the road to Hywassee, found an old woman and
two children in the woods, almost famished with hunger and
cold, having been out six days and nights without fire, or
provisionsof any kind except berriesand haws.

-
The sol-

diers took compassion upon the poor wretches, made them
a fire, and give them victuals. They also met a young man
who had lost his wife, and was then in search of her; they
called to him to come to them, on which he clubbed his
gun and came up. He informed that the villain Cameron
pushed off to the Creek nation as soon as he heard Colonel
Christian had crossed Broad river.

SAMUEL CHASE TO GENERAL SULLIVAN.

Annapolis, October ~3, 1776.

DEARSIR: After congratulating you on your return to
your station in our army, I beg you to renew your corres-
pondence with me, and to give any intelligence by which
I may serve you, our army or country.

I am in the greatest anxiety for the success of the mili-
tary, and thereforehopeyou will gratify my inquiry into the
numbers, state and condition of the troops.

I am some engaged in framing a government for this
State.

I beg to be remembered most respectfully to Lord Stir-
ling. '

.

I am, with respect and regard, your affectionate and obe-
dient servant, S CAMUEL HASE.

To the Hon. John Sullivan, Esq., Major-General of the
Continental Army, Head-Quarters, New-York.

LUX & BOWLY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October ~3, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Captain Kilty applied to us yesterday for
cordage to fit out the Ninety-two; but we have met with
such difficulty in procuring hemp to go on with the engage-
ments we are already under, that we cannot furnish him
unless you think proper to take off so much as he may
want from the quantity we are to furnish for the gondolas,
&c., and then we apprehend it will be impossibleto get
riggingfor them till next summer.

Captain Patterson called on us for some brimstone, which
we delivered.

Weare, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
Lux & BOWLY.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

SIR: _ I have the honoLU'to transmit herewith sundry
resolvesof Congress,to whicb I must request your atten-
tion. They relate to a variety of subjects,and are abso-
lutely necessary for your infQl'mationand direction. Being
at present extremely engaged in forwarding despatches to
General Washington, I have only time to add, that I am
with sentiments of perfect esteem, sir, your most obedien:
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To General Schuyler, Albany.

CO~ITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO SILAS DEANE.

Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

SIR: We lately wrote you a letter by Mr. William
:fIodge, enclosing sundry important papers, duplicates
whereof ~re sent by another conveyance; but one paper
was wantmg to coinplete that sent by Mr. Hodge, which.
was not then ready. You wil] find it herein, beincr instruc-
tions of Congress respecting treating with foreign ;ations.

We send it by the sloop Sachem, Captain James Robin-
son, under cover to William Bingham, Esq., at Martinico
who will forward the same. '

I am, for and by order of the Committee of Secret Cor-
respondence, dear sir, your obedient, humble servant,

ROB'T MORRIS.

To Silas Deane, Esq.

COMMITTEE .oF SECRET CORRESpaNDENCE TO WILLIAM

BINGHA,M.

Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The enclosed lettel' for Silas Deane, Esq.,
is of a publick nature and of great importance. Your
particular care in forwarding it under YOUl'cover by a safe
conveyance, is expected by the Committee of Correspond-
ence; in whose behalf I am yours, &c.,

ROBERT MORRIS.
To William Bingham, Esq. -
COMMITTEE OF sEckET CORRESPONDENCE TO SIL~EANE.

Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

SIR: We lately wrote you very fully by Mr. William
Hodge, Jun., who went passenger in the sloo'p Independence,
to Martinico, from whence he wiH proceed to France, an_d
deliver you sundry despatches from this Committee; amongst
the rest was the plan of a treaty with the Court of France,
and instructions of Congress relative thereto; and this day
we have enclosed you instructions relative to treaties with
other nations, and sent them under cover to William Bing-
ham, Esq., at Martinico. Enclosed herein are triplicates
of the whole, which we send by the brig Lexington, William
Hallock, Esq., commander, under cover to Mr. Stephen
Ceronio,at CapeFranfois, to be forwarded from thence to
Messrs. Delap, at Bordeaux, and We hope in due time you
will receive the whole safely.

For and on behalf of the Committee of Correspondence,
I am, dear sir, yours, &c., R MOBERT ORRIS.

To Silas Deane, Esq.

Philadelphia, October ~3, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed letter for Messrs. Samuel Sf J. H.
Delap, of Bordeaux, contains some papers of importance,
and I request you will most carefully forward it under a
French cover to them by first good safe con veyance.

I am yours, &c., ROBERT MaRRIS.
To Mr. Stephen Ceronio.

P. S. Pray advise what ship you send it by.

Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The packet enclosed herewith is of impor-
tance to Mr. Deane, and I beg the favour of you to forward
it to him as quickly after you receive it as possible. I
think you had best send it by express, the expense of which
he will cheerfully pay, and you must not suffer it to go by
any conveyance in the least degree doubtful.

I am, sirs, your obedient servant, ROBERT MORRIS.

To Messrs. Samuel Sf J. H. Delap.

COMMITTEEOF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO SILAS DEANE.
Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

SIR : We have already wrote you two letters of this date
by different conveyances. The present we send by the
Andrew Doria, Isaiah Robison, Esq., commander, for St.
Eustatia, frOInwhence it will be sent to William Bingham,
Esq" at Martinico, and by him be transmitted to you in a
French bottom.

You will find ep.closed two resolves of Congress passed
yesterday. From one of them you will learn that Thoma3
Jefferson, Esq., declined going to France, and that Arthur
Lee, Esq., of London, is elected to serve as a Commission.er
in his stead. You will therefore contrive to give him imme-
diate notice to repair to you, and then deliver him that
resolve and the enclosed letter. By the other resolve you
will see that Congress direct you to procure eight line-of-
battle ships, either by hire or purchase. We hope you may
meet immediate success in this application, and that you
may be able to influence the Courts of France and Spain
to send a large fleet at their own expense to act in concert
with these ships, which should be expedited immediately
with directions to the commander to. make the first port he
can with safety in these States, preferring this, if winds and
weatherfa\'our bjm; and he must alsohave instructions to sub-
ject himself totally after his arrival to the orders of Congress.

Weare, sir, yours, &c. ROBERT MORRIS.

To Silas Deane, Esq.

A copy with the papers by the Lexington. R. 1\1.
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COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO WILLIAM
BINGHAM.

Philadelphia, October 23, ]776.

'Ve have wrote you already by this conveyance of the
brigantin-eAndrew Doria, to St. Eustatia, which we deem
a safer than the Sachem, as she sails faster and is of more
force. Therefore we now enclose you some very important
despatches for Mr. Deane, and request you will forward
them by the very nrst good conveyance, advising us here-
lifter the vessel and master's name by which they go, and
also ofID-eirarrival when you hear it.

Weare, sir, yours, &c.
To William Bingham, Esq.

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO ARTHUR LEE.
Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

SIR: By this cO;:Jveyancewe transmit to Silas Deane,
Esq., a resolve of the honourable the Continental Congress
of Delegates froll) the thirteen United States of America,
whereby you are appointed one of their Commissioners ~or
negotiating a treaty of alliance, amity, and commerce, with
the Court of France, and also for negotiating treaties with
other nations a!ITeeableto certain plans and instructions of
Congress, which we have transmitted by variousconveyanc"es
to Mr. Deane, another of the Commissioners. We have
requested him to give you immediate notice to join him, and
on your meeting to deliver this letter, and lay before you
all tbe papers and instructions; also to deliver you the
resolve whereby you are appointed. We flatter ourselves
from the assurances of your friends here, that you will
cheerfully undertake this important business, and that our
country will greatly benent of those abilities and that attach-
ment you have already manifested in sundry important
services, which, at a proper period, shall be made known
to those you would wish.

This Committee will think it proper to address all their
despatches unto Mr. Deane, until they have ceJtain advice
that his colleagues have joined him; but the communication
of them will be the same as if addressed to the whole.

We remain, with gl'eat esteem and regard, sir, your most
obedient servants, ROB'T MORRIS.

B. FRANKLIN.
To Arthur Lee, Esq.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO GOVERNOUR OF NORTtI-CAROLINA.

Philadelphia, October 23, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:We have ordered Commodore Hopkins
Immediately to proceed to Cape Fear, in the State of North-
Carolina, with the following vessels under his command:
the Alfred, of 30 guns; Columbus, 28 guns; Cabot, 16
guns; Hamden, 16 guns; Providence, 10 guns; frigate
Warren, 32 guns; Providence, 28 guns; if these two last
mentioned can be made ready in season.

The object of this expedition is to take or destroy the
British men-of-war in the river of Cape Fear, or any other
cruising upon the southern coasts with a view to distress
the trade of yours and the southern States. Strong as the
Commodore may be with the four that accompany him
from Rhode-Island, yet we wish to put as little as possible
to the hazard, but pursue this measure with the fullest con-
fidence of 'success. We request that you will, upon the
earliest information of Commodore Hopkins being off your
coast, despatch tbe two Provincial armed vessels, and any
others which may be under your control, to join him and
cooperate with him in this important expedition, in tbe event
of which your State is particularly and essentially interested.
You will therefore hold your vessels in perfect readiness to
comply with this requisition.

We beg leave to hint to you the necessity of providing
skilful pilots for conducting the Commodore, that he may
suffer no delay nor I'\In no risk fi'om his ignorance of the
coast of North- Carolina. As the success of tbis attempt
depends much on the secrecy with which it may be con-
ducted, we need say nothing to urge you on the strict
observance 'of this injunction. -

Weare, gentlemen, your humble servants.
To the Governour and Council of North-Carolina.)

"

MARINE COMMITTEE TO COMllIODORE HOPKINS.

October 23, 1776.

Sr;a: Since our last we are informed that the Galatea, a
new twenty-gun ship, with the Nautilus, of sixteen guns,
are gone to cruise off the capes of Virginia. These ships
you will endeavour to fall in with, and take or destroy, in
your way to Cape Fear. Weare also informed that the
Raven, of twenty guns, and the Sphynx, of sixteen, have
quitted Geor,l(ia and South-Carolina, but where gone we
know not. You may take with you 10 the southward both
the Rhode-Island frigates, as well as the Cabot, if they are
ready; and we will write to North-Carolina to' bave two
fine brigantines belonging to that State in readiness to joill
you. They have sixteen guns each, and near one hundred
men. You had best send one of your fleet into Occrocock
Inlet for them, as they are in there. We understand the
sloop Providence, Captain Jones, has put into Rhode-
Island. You may add him to your Aeet, and then you'll
be very strong. As this service to the southward is of much
publick importance, we expect from your zeal and attach-
ment to the interest of the United States, that you proceed
on and execute this service with all p03sible vigour and
despatch.

Wishing you health and success, we are, sir, your hum-
ble servants.
To Esek Hopkins, Esq.

P. S. Weare informed that two ships-of-war passed the
other day along the Jersey shore, steering southward; we
know not whether to cruise off the mouth of Delaware or
join the southern ships. But we deem it highly proper
that you provide yourself with a very quick boat, com-
manded by a spirited, sensible, and skilful man, to precede
your fleet, and bring you intelligence of the number, force,
and situation of the enemy's ships. It might not be amiss
for you to remain a short time within the capes of Vir-
ginia, until the tender should reconnoitre and inform you
of the state of things at CapeFear.

MARINE COMMITTEE-INsTRuc'rrONs FOR THE CAPTAINs

MANLEY, M'NEIL, AND THOMPSON.

October !23, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We expect the Continental frigates Han-
cock, Boston, and Raleigh, under your respective com-
man~, are either now ready for the sea, or shortly will be
so. You are hereby directed to act in concert and cruise
together, for the foilowing purposes, and on the following
stations. Your nrst object must be to informl oursel ves in
the best manner possible if any of the Britis men-of-war
are cruising in the bay of Boston or off the coast 9f J.l}fassa-
chusetts; and all such you are to endeavour with your
utmost force to take, sink, or destroy. Having effected
this service, you are to proceed together towards Rhode-
Island, and there make prize of or destroy any of the
enemy's ships-of-war that may be found cruising off the
harbour or coast of Rhode-Island. The prizes you make
are to be sent into the nearest port. When you arrive at
Rhode-Island, if Commodore Hopkins should not be already
sailed on his southern expedition, and the two Ii'igates built
in that State should not be ready for the sea, in that case
you are to join Commodore Hopkins, and proce'ed with
him on tbe said expedition, producing these orders to him
to justify the measure. But if the Rhode-Island frigates
should be ready for the sea, there will be no occasion for
you, or either of you, to go southward; and you will pro-
ceed, taking with you any Continental vessel that may be
at Rhode-Island and ready, if Commodore Hopkins should
be sailed before you come there, and proceed to cruise
against the enemy's ships and vessels that may be found off
the coast betweeu the hal'bour of Newport and the banks
of Newfoundland.

We bave no doubt, from your zeal and attachment to the
cause of America, that you will execute this service with
all possible despatch and vigour; and so bid you heartily
fareweIJ.

Philadelphia, October 23,1776.

By means of a person who has lately made his escape
out of New- York, we learn that General Howe makes
everyone of the iuhabitants swear to submit and be obedient
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to the laws of the British Parliament, "in all cases what-
soever." -

ft1.onday last, arrived here the schooner Sally, from Ber-
muda, with salt, &c., by whom we learn that the C!alatea,
a twenty-gun ship, and the Dreadn?ug~t, of e'ght.een,
were at Bermuda, where they had carried m severa] prizes.
That the Galatea was to sail in a short time, and to cruise
off the ca pes of Virginia.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COIllMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Cumberland County,
.he]d in the Town of Carlisle, the 22d day of October,

1776.
The above meeting being called by a circular letter ad-

dressed to the mem\;Jers of the said County Committee in
each township, signed by the Chairman of the Committee
of Correspondence, requesting them to collect the sense of
the inhabitants of their respective township concerning the
oath directed by an ordinance of the late Convention of
this State, to be taken by every elector before his vote for
representatives shall be received.

After the occasion of the meeting was opened to the
Committee, the sense of the different townships was called
for, and taken through their delegates, respecting the oath
above referred to; and it appeared that a very great majority
were satisfied with the oath and Constitution; and, after
some debate had thereon, the question was put whether this
Committee be satisfied with the oath above referred to, and
the Constitution as framed by the late Convention? The
votes being taken, it appeared that a great majority were
satisfied, and that the above be published in the news-
papers.

Sjrrnedby order of the Committee:.:>
ALEXANDER LAUGHLIN, Chairman.

Carlisle, Pennsylvania, October 25, 1776.

When the Gazette of the 2d instant came to hand,
wherein an ordinance of the late Convention of this State,
passed at Philadelphia the 26th of September last, was pub-
lished, the Committee of Inspection and Observation of
Cumberland County saw that the ordinance required every
elector in this State, before his vote shall be received by the
inspector, to take an oath, or affirmation, which they appre-
hended to be an unprecedented imposition, and an unjusti-
fiable violation of their rights as freemen, and resolved that
it was their immediate and indispensable duty to call the
County Committee together. They wrote a letter for that
purpose, and directed a copy thereof to the representatives
in County Committee of each township, and therein made
it their earnest request that, in the mean time, they would
use every means in their power to learn and collect the sen-
timents of their constituents on this important matter, that
they might be enabled to represent them at the meeting of
the Committee. _

The County is divided into twenty-three townships,
whereof the town of Carlisle is one. In pursuance of that
letter, one or more representatives from eighteen townships
appeared on Tuesday, the 22d day of this instant, in the
Court-House at Carlisle. After a Chairman and Clerk
were appointed, and the occasion of the meeting of the
Committee at that time opened: on motion, the repre-
sentatives of each township delivered the sentiments of their
constituents concerning the oath aforesaid; when it appeared
that ten townships were satisfied with the oath and consti-
tution framed by the late Cpnvention; and, after reasoning
on the subject, the question was put, viz: Whether the
members of the Committee present were satisfied with the
constitution and oath aforesaid, or dissatisfied? It appeared
that the representatives of twelve townships were satisfied,
and of six townships were not satisfied. The Clerk then
entered a short minute of the above proceedings; and, on
motion, resolved that it be printed in the newspapers.
Afterwards, a Committee of two members were appointed
to prepare and correct the minute aforesaid for the press,
who, after a considerable time, made report in writing to
the Committee; which was read, and occasioned debates.
At length the question was put, viz: Whether a short
minute, as entered by the Clerk, should be printed, or the
facts as they happened; when it was carried by a majority
that the minute, as entered by the Clerk, should be printed;
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and a copy of that minute was transcribed by a member, to
be sent to the press.

The subscribers then declared that, as the minute afore-
said did not con vey the ideas of the proccedings in the
manner they conceived of them, they wOllJd send the facts
as they happened to the press, which they now do, that
every reader may know them.

GEORGE STEVENSON,

STEPHEN DUNCAN, and

SAMUEL LAIRD.

COIllMISSIONERS FOR PENNSYLVANIA TO GENERAL W ASH-

INGTON.

Mount Washington, October 23,1776.

SIR: The anxious concern we feel for the genera] cause,
as well as the particular line of duty marked out to us by
our instructions from the State of Pennsylvania, is the occa-
sion of the present trouble to your Excellency.

When we had ihe honour of waiting on you at this place
about a month ago, we were assured by the Adjutant-Gen-
eral that recruiting orders should be immediately issued for
the Continental battalions raised in Pennsylvania, then at
and near New- York Island. This assurance was given us
on the 8th of October; and, in full confidence th-at they
would be issued generally, we set out the next day for
Tycondel'Oga. On our return, a few days ago, we came to
the camp at the White-Plains, and from Colonel Hand we
understood that he had received the orders, and, in conse-
quence of them, had recruited more than an hundred men
out of the Flying-Camp for his battalion only, and would
have been able to have completed the whole, had it not
been for the frequent movements of the army, which had
unavoidably prevented him.

At our return to this place we naturally inquired of Co]-
one]s Magaw and Cadwalader what success they had met
with in their inlistments, when, to our astonishment, tbey
informed us that they had not received any orders for that
purpose.

Your Excellency, we doubt not, had good reasons for
issuing the orders to Colonel Hand only, and not to the
other gentlemen. However, as we are informed by Gene-
ral Ewing that many of the Pennsylvanians in the F]ying-
Camp under his command are willing to enter into the ser-
vice on the new establishment, and as Colonels Magaw
and Cadwalader are near, and could with ease inlist them,
we have thought it our duty to represent the aftair to your
Excellency, and doubt not but that the zeal and ability you
have ever exerted in the cause of American liberty, will
induce you to take the most proper measures for effectua-
ting that glorious purpose.

We have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, your
Excellency's most obedient and most humble servants,

JAC. POTTER,
W M. CLARK,
JOHN MORRIs, Jun.,

Commissioners for Pennsylvania.

To His Excellency Genera] Washington, at Mite-Plains.

EXTRACT QJ,' A LETTER FROM A GENERAL OFFICER, DATED,
IIIOUNTWASHINGTON, OCTOBER 23, 1776.

Two deserters came over to us from the York Island
lines the evening before last, who say the enemy's loss on
Friday was more than eight hundred killed and wounded.
They saw many of the wounded, who all agree in their
accounts of a heavy loss on their side. A strong party of
Hessians were ambushed by two of our regiments, Read's
and Shepherd's, and drove to their main body, which
advanced, and obliged our men to retire about six hundred
yards. This finished the action, the enemy contenting
themselves with the ground they had gained. We had only
fifteen hundred men engaged, and not more than two thou-
sand near the field: the enemy had at least eight thousand.
The enemy pushed that night three miles along the coast
to New-Rochelle, where their advanced party remained
yesterday.

After the action, our artillery and that of the enemy were
employed in annoying each other. During the fire of the
artillery, the deserters say, a sentry at General Howe's tent
was I,illed at the door; the ball entered the tent, and shat-
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tered General Howe's leg so as to endanger his life. One
of the deserters declares he heard his Captain mention it to
several officers. They belong to the Fortieth Regiment.

Major Rogers advanced the evening before last, with his
corps of Tories, to ~lamomneck. A pa~'ty \V.as d:tached
against him; they kIlled many, took tlmty-sJx pt'lsonel's,
sixty-five muskets, and as many blankets, and completely
routed the rest of tbe party. This blow will ruin the
Major's Rangers. The enemy have received a reinforce-
me~t of Hessians, and some British troops. Tbeir station
last night was at New-Rochelle. We now outflank them,
so that the least movement of theirs fi'om the shore must
produce an action.

Our troops are in high spirits, and very anxious to engage
the enemy. We cannot answer for the fate of war; bur I
think America has little to fear from General Howe's army,
who have gained no ground but what they could reach by
their shipping.

The enemy have left only sixteen hundred men on York
Island. They ha.ve detached two brigades to oppose Col-
onel.Livingston, who is gone with twelve hundred men to
the east end of Long-Island. He embarked at Fairfield
last week, and, it is said, has carried off many cattle from
the enemy's party on that island.

LIST OF PRISONERS TAKEN 21ST OCTOBER.

Jeremiah Wood, Stephen Travis,
Reuben Stives, James Canidy,
David Travis, l\foses Travis,
John Warden, Abraham Brown,
Elijah Bartoe, Elnathan Appleby,
Jona. Ansten, Jerediah DavIs,
Francis Bas!y, Jacob Cadwell Burr,
James Sharp, James Melson,
Solomon Parent, Noah Brown,
Jonathan Eliy, ,Vm. Washbourn.

Joseph Dana,
Stephen Saw,
Elijah Carle,
John Andivine,
Joseph Carle,
Walter Brown,
Gilbert Myers,
Frederiek Devo,
David Lawrence,
James Hanliivine,
John Charhck,

The above prisoners served in Rogers's corps, and taken
by Colonel Haslet, October 21, 1776.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM EAST-CHESTER, NEW-YORK,

DATED OCTOBER 23, 1776.

The enemy have landed the main body of their army
at East-Chester, where we had a small engagement; we
lost twelve men, but had the advantage of them. 'Ve
have authentick intelJigence of their losing five hundred,
killed and wounded. The enemy lay on the East River
and we on the North, two miles distjlnt from each other,
ex<;ept our ad\'anced guards, twenty-five mi]es from New-
York. We have New- York Island still in our possession,
with a garrison of eighteen hundred men, commanded by
General Putnam. The main body of our army lays at the
above-mentioned place, waiting for the enemy to attack us.
It is my opinion, if they should not do it sQon, we shal1
attack them. We have gained the advantage of them the
two last engagements. There is no dispute but what a gene-
ral attack wi]] commence very soon. I have just received
intelJigence of a battle that was fought last nigbt at Merry-
nick, about seven miles from this; the enemy had a number
killed and wounded; we took thirty prisoners. I cannot
learn what loss we sustained, but we came off victorious.*

"October 21, 1776.-At about four o'clock, p. m., General Ileath's
division moved from above King's Bridge, having, besides their light
field-pieces, two heavy iron twelve-pounders. About eight o'clock in
the evening, they passed Genera! Lincoln's quarters, on Volentine's Hill,
where the Commander-in-Chief was to spend the night. Genera! Hwth
waited upon him, to know if he had any particular commands for him,
The Commander-in-Chief only advised to send forward one of his regi-
ments, to occupy the road coming from WaI'd's Bridge, nearly to whose
farm the British had now advanced; lest, apprised of his moving, they
should annoy his right flank, which, if it had been day-light, would
Rave been open to theIr view. But before the column reached this cross-
road, it was learnt that Colonel Jonathan BrelDer's regiment of arti-
ficers, who were pretty strong, and well-armed, were to pass the nil?;ht
at the entrance of the road, leading to the brid(ie before mentioned. 1 he
division reached Chader'ton'sHiJI, to the south of ff7hite-Plains, at four
Q'clQck in the morning of the 22d, having marched all night. The in-
stant Gen~railleath ascended the hi!!, he noticed, to appearance, many
flashes, resemblin~ the flash of the pan of Ii musket, on the other side
of the lot, on whICh he immediately ordered a Captain with a party to
discover what it was; who returned that he could not make dIScovery
of any thing. These were indeed the flashes of discharged muskets at
some distance; the height of ground having decoyed the appearance of
the distance. Lord Stirling, who was before in this vicinity with his bri-
gade, had formed an enterprise against M,~or Robert Roger's's corps.
The old Indian hunter in the last French war, who had now engaged in
the British service, with his corps, now Jay on the outpost of the Brit-
ish army, near .!'rI"'"1'oneck,The enterprise was conducted with good
address; and if .the .2mericans had known e~actly how Rogers's corps

INSTRUCTIONS TO RECRUITING OFFICERS.

Yonkers, October 23, 1776.

EncouraO'ement given by the honourable Continental
ConLTressto~sucb men as are able and willing to dt;fend their
cOlln~ry in tbe capacity of gentlemen so]diers, and who shall
in]ist to serve in tbe Continental army:

First, twenty dollars bounty; secondly, a suit of clothes
yearly, to consist for the present year of two ]inen hunting-
sbirts, two pair of overalls, a leathern cap, two sbirts, two
pair of hose, and two pair of shoes, amounting in tbe wbole
to tbe value of twenty dol1ars; or tbat sum to be paid
to each soldier who sban procure those articles for bim-
self, and produce a certificate thereof from tbe Captain of
the company to. which he belongs, to the Paymaster of tbe
regiment; and thirdly, a. grant of one hundred acres of
land, free of al1 charges in procming the same, at tbe end
of tbe war; which grants shall be made out to each non-
commissioned officer and soldier, wbo shall serve during
the war; or to the representative of such non-commissioned
officers and soldiers as shall be slain by the enemy.

.
It is

also ordered by Congress that the ten dollars which soldiers
have received already, is to be considered as part of the
above bounty of twenty dollars. And such soldiers as may
be wounded or maimed in tbe service of tbe Continent shall,
during their inability to procure a livelihood, be entitled to
the receipt of half pay.

C D WH. . ITT,
ROB'T HARPUR,

Committee of the Convention of this State.
Recruiting officers are to be particularly careful. to inlist

no deserters, nor any Englishman, Scotchman, or Irishman,
who has no connexion in this country. All who have fami-
lies or friends of good fame in the country are most eligible;
and the officers so recruiting shaIl be a]]owed the usual com-
pensation for each man they shaIl inlist. Also apprentices,
without leave of their masters, are not to be inlisted.

ROB'T HARPUR,
CH. D. WITT,

Committee as above.
Recruiting officers, Lieutenant William Tapp, Lieuten-

ant Benjamin Walker, Ensign James Fairley, for the First
Regiment of the New- York forces to be employed, hereby
empowered to recruit in the regiment, the camp, or the
country, as occasion may require.

CH. D. WITT,
ROB'T HARPUR,

A Committee of the Convention of the State of New- York.

No inlisting or biIletting money shaIl be allowed the
recruiting officer for any recruit he may engage, whQ will
not qualify and pass muster. Until more particular orders,
the said recruiting officer is hereby enjoined to exert himself
with all fidelity in procuring such able-bodied men as may
be active, do honour to the inlister, and be of that essential
service to their bleeding country which at this most critical
juncture it now demands.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIA~f DUER.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, October 23,1776.

DEAR SIR: I wrote you last night that General Lee's

lay, they would probably have ki!led or taken the whole. As it was,
thIrty-six prisoners, sixty muskets, and some other artie1es were taken.
The Major, conformably to his former general conduct, escaped with
the rest of his corps. This was a pretty affair, and if the writer cOl!ld
recollect the name of the commanding officer, with pride and pleasure
he would insert it. He belonged to one of the Southern lines of the
army, and the whole of the party were Southern troops.

October 22, 17i6,-The same day GenerallIcath moved his division,.
and took post on the high strong ground, to the north of the Court-House,
Genera! Sullivan's divIsion reached the Plains in the course of the suc-
ceeding night. In the position of White-Plains, General Heath's division
was on the left of the line. On his left was. a deep hollow, through
which ran a small brook, which came from a mill-pond, a Jittle above,
On the east side of this hollow was a very commanding ground, which
would enfilade the division. The top of this high ground was coveJ'ed
with wood. To this hill he ordered Colonel .Malcom with hjs regiment
of New-York troops, and Lieutenant Fenno, of the artillery, with a field-
piece, directinj;' them to take post in the skirt of the wood, at the south
brow of the hill. The ground, from GenerallIeath's left to the right,
descended gradually a very considerable distance, and then gradu"lly
ascended up to the plain, and sti!1 on to the right to more commanding
ground. On this was the .flmel'ican army formed, the line running nearly
from northeast to southwest. There were some strong works thrown
up on the plain, across the road, and still to the right of it. Chader-
ton's Hill was a little advanced of the line, and separated from it by the
little rivulet Brunx. A body of the .flme,.icans were posted on this hill.
Head-Quarters were on the plain, near the cross-roads, General lIeatil's
division had only slight works for musketry.-llmth.



1205 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1206

division was engaged. The particulars are as follows:
the General has detached a number of small parties very
far among the enemy's posts. He expected they would be
attacked, and therefore ordered out Colonel Hand with two
hundred rifles to support them. The thing fell out as was
expected; the small parties fell back as far as the supporting
one, and were followed by a considerable bQdy of Hes.~ians,
between whom and Colonel Hand a smart skirmish ensued.
It ended in a victory on our side, with only the loss of a
man or two. Our people drove them from the field, and
took possession of a house where the Hessians had been.
They buried ten, and brought in three prisoners, one of
them mortally wounded, and a parcel of shirts which had
been left to wash.

I am really in hopes that we have fairly outflanked Gen-
eral Howe, and that he will not be able to gel across our
front. We press him close to the Sound, from which he has
made no westing, in the sea phrase, and if he makes much
more easting, and endeavours to stretch across, he will
Deed as large an army as that of Xerxes to form a line.

Every man of thirty-six taken at ]}laroneck are natives
Qf tbis Government. If I was superstitious, I should call
it a judgment.

I am more afraid of the Northern army than the neigh-
bouring one. If they defeat General Gates, I don't see
what is to hinder them from being on our backs; but still I
think if Gates is well provided with provisions and ammu-
nition, he may keep them at bay till the season obliges
them to quit the ground.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGmIAN.

To William DUeT, Esq.

ROBERT 8. LIVINGSTON TO PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

Albany, October 23,1776.

SIR: Agreeable to the direction oC the Committee of
Safety, immediately 011the receipt of your letter, I set out
for this place, I have not, since my arrival, been able to
find more than one member of the Committee, the rest being
either gone with the Militia, or employed on some other
publick business. The Committee of Arrangements are with
General Schuyler, at Saratoga. I am unwilling to send
for them till they have despatched their business, as I con-
sider it as more important than any they can do here.
Every necessary measure has, I believe, been already taken
to SUPPOl'tthe Northern army, so that I cannot imagine that
our stay here will be very useful. I shall therefore, unless I
have directions to the cOI;Jtrary, return in a few days to Con-
vention. In the meanwhile I cannot help recommending as
an object of some moment, the immediate establishment of
passes to this place, transmitting the earliest intelligence by
handbm, since nothing else can effectually silence the false-
hoods that are daily propagated by the disaffected.

I have the honour to be your most obedient servant,
ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

To the Hon. Peter R. Livingston, Esq., President of the
Convention.

COL. S}IALLWOOD TO MARYLAND DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.

Camp on Philips's Heights, October 23, 1776.

SIR: The. bearer, Captain Peter Adams, from past ser~
vices being very much reduced, and rendered incapable of
attending his duty in his military department, proceeds to
Philadelphia for recovery of his health; and being in want
of money, which at this time I have not an opportunity oC
drawing, though upwards of two months pay due, must
request you would advance such sum as he requires, or any
thing due him, and much oblige your obedient, humble
servant, W. SMALLWOOD.
To William Paca, Esq., or any of the .Maryland Deputies

at Congress.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read November 4, 1776.]

Saratoga, October 23, 1776.

SIR: I was greatly at a loss to what cause to impute
that very rapid increase of calumny, which I experienced
after my return from the Indian treaty. I did not know

that I was principaJIy indebted to Congress for this misfor-
tune, until yesterday, when, and never beCoredid I see the
resolution of the 11th of August last, which, whilst it ex-
culpates General Wooster from any mal-conduct in Canada,
is couched in such terms as to leave even to the candid and
judicious no alternati-re but that of supposing that Canada
was not properly supplied either by Congress or me.
Judge on whom the publick censure would fall, and let
every gentleman in Congress for a moment fancy himself
in my situation, let him candidly scan that resolve, and then
let him conclude what my feelings must be from his own.
Is it, sir, consistent with that dignity which should be
inseparable from the most respectable body on earth, thus
partially and precipitately to enter into a resolution which
leaves so much room for the publick to consider me as a
faithless servant? Deeply sensible of the injury I have
sustained from the hand which ought to have supported
me, I shall endeavour yet to be patient, and do my duty in
this critical conjuncture with zeal, alacrity and firmness,sup-
ported by the consciousness of my integrity, and the expec-
tation of a speedy opportunity of vindicating my character,
and of testifying to the world not only the rectitude of my
intentions, but the propriety of my conduct.

I have not had a line from General Gates since 1Vednes-
day last, so that I cannot give Congress any account oC
what the enemy are doing, or where they are. The Mi]itia
ig, however, marching up to support the communication, and
I have no doubt but we shall be able to keep it up.

I have not received a line from General Gates since the
16th instant. Colonel Potter, who arrived last night from
Ticonderoga, was desired by General Gates to inform me
that the British army was at Crd'Wn-Point, and that he
expected an attack daily; that he wanted spades, with
which I cannot furnish him; that the army was plentifully
supplied with beef, but that their flour was reduced to six-
teen days, little having been sent up by the new Commis-
sary, who now writes me that he cannot procure supplies
without my assistance. I have taken measures to remedy
this evil, and have taken such others, as I doubt not, will
e~ectualJy prevent the enemy fi'om intercepting our sup-
plies.

The momenttbat General Ten Broec7c,with the Militia,
is passed this, I shall hasten to every part of the communi-
cation to remedy the disorders which the inexperience oC
the Commissary has occasioned. I am at present confined
w~th a disa~reeable and painful scorbutic eruption, which
wIll go off m a few days, and always leaves me in better
health. Messrs. Stockton and Clymer proceed to Fort
George this morning. .

The last resolution of Congress allowing clothinlTto the
troops that saaH reinlist, I received from the Conve~tion oC
this State, and have requested General Gates to publishit.
I hope it will have some good effect, and be a means to
induce the soldiers to reinlist.

.

General Waterbury has entreated me to recommend him
to Congress to be exchanged for General Jt[cDonald or any
other officer. I wish it to be accomplished.

.

I am in great hopesthat General Carleton will meet with
a repulse; but should I unfortunately be mistaken, I shall
nevertheless not despair of confining him to the lakes, if I
can keep four or five thousand men in a body.

I am, sir, most respectfuJly your obedient, bumble ser-
vant,

PH. SCHUYLER.
To the Hon. John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Saratoga, October 23, 1776.

DEARSIR: Ye5terday I received .Mr. Harrison's letter
of the 18th instant, respecting the Stockbridge Indians.
They have aU left the army in the course of the last week,
and are returned home. I have not had a line from General
Gates since the 16th.

The British army, under the command of General
Carleton, were at Crown-Point on ]}londay last, and I sup-
pose will make an attempt on Tyonderoga in a few days,
If they have not already. The Militia move up slowly and
very reluctantly.

Finding that Mr: Avery, the present Commissary in this
department, as bemg a stranger, was not likely to get a
supply of flour, I have requested the Committee of Albany

...
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and others to make purchases, and have so arranged matters
that I hope the enemy will not, be able,!~ int.errupt th,e
necessary supplies for the army If the MilitIa will do their
duty. ,

I am, dear sir, with great esteem, your Excellency s most
obedient, humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL ST. CLAIR TO GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON.

Tyconderoga, October 23, 1776,

SIR: As the army is to be new~modelled, and Capt?in
Howell, from your Provi.nc~, h?s reque~ted me t? mentIo~
him to you, I could not 111Justice to hl!1~refuse It ; ,and ]t
affords me an opportunity at the same time of paymg my
compliments to you. . .

Captain Howell has, I am well satIsfied, behaved smce I
joined the army in every respect as a. .gentle~a~ ~nd an
officer, and been very attentive to military d]sclplllle, so
much as to have attracted the notice of General Gates, who
appointed him ~ Major, Bri&ade,,in which station, he has
acted for some time to his satIsfact]on; but as that ]Sonly a
temporary appointment, and he in~lines to rema~n in !he
service, he would be glad of somethmg more certam, which
will be doin'" me a favour, and I would not presume to
recommend ~ person to you whom I did not think deserv-
mg. ,

hSince the disaster that happened our fleet, ?f whlc you
heard long ago, the enemy have made no motIon; three of
their vessels with a number of flat-bottomed boats and
gondolas, re~ain at Crown-Poin~, an.d their army, or rath~r
part of it encamped on the opposite sIde of the lake. TheIr
other ve;sels are gone bac~, p~obably for th~ir cannon. and
stores, which they might dunk Improper to rISkon the Issue
of an engagement. We expect them here every moment,
and have the strongest hopes, and those not ill-grounded, ~f
giving a good account of them. . If suc?ess attends t.hls
cam paicrn Peace and freedom, glorious objects to Amerzca,

1:>' A
.

bwill be the consequence; at all events, merzca must e
free.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and
esteem, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

AR. ST. CLAIR.
To His Excellency Tflilliam Livingston.

COLONEL BROWNSON TO GENERAL GATES.

Castleton, October 23, 1776,

HONOUREDSIR: I should have come on in company with
Colonel Warner, but mv men doth not come on as I expected,
and we hear of a curs~d plan a laying by the Tories below,
which we must break up before we can ~ome on. C!arleton
allowing our northern settlers to contmue on theIr farms
in peace will favour much to lull our people to rest. We
must re;urn and put another spur to their sides. Shall
return about forty or fifty miles, as the Tories begin to grow
very bold. We have ,been hindered here this two days
with men that are unfriendly, but at length we have sent
them under guard to work at the block-house and on the
road through Otter creek till further orders. Shall stir up
the people what lies in my power, and make the greatest
despatch to Mount Independent. Major Rice will corne
on with a few men to join the army.

From your most obedient and very humble servant,
TIMOTHY BROWNSON, Colonel.

To Geneml Gates.

ELKANAH DAY TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Westminster, October 23,1776,

SIR: This may inform your Honour that some time in
August last past, I was appointed by the Joint Committee
to be a Captain, to serve in Major JoabHoisington's detach-
ment of Rangers, whereupon I exerted myself with my best
influence to complete a detachment, but by reason of the
multiplicity of my business as a physician, the calls on me
from the sick and distressed are so perpetual, who are totally
unwilling that I should discontinue my practice with them,
I therefore do, or at least beg leave to, resign my appoint-
Blent and trust in department.

Sir, most heartily acknowledging all favours, paying that

deference due to' your respectable body, .wishing. the Amer-
ican arms the blessings of success, and III due time a com-
plete victory over their tyrannical foes, I am, with great
respect, your most obedient, humble servant,

ELKANAH DAY.

To the President of the honourable Convention for the
State of New- York.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.
New-Haven, October 23,1776.

SIR : You will find enclosed copy of letter to General
Gates from Geneml Arnold, respecting the transactions at
the n~rthward. I am further advised that after the action
of the lQth, which General Arnold describes, the fleet
under his command began to .fall down the lake, but had
not <Tot far from Schuyler's Island, when a northerly gale,
favo~rable to the enemy, pushed them up with our shattered
fleet, and oblicredthem to commence a second engagement,
which was co~tinued with great disadvantage on our side,
though with great spirit and bravery, for ~\'e glasses, when
the superiour strength of the enemy prevaJI~d to tbe almost
total ruin of our fleet. General Arnold, In the Congress
galley, fought till he could stand no longer, ran her on shore,
burnt her and escaped. General Waterbury fought the
Washin<Tton till she was sinking under him, he was obliged
to strike~ and was made a prisoner, though it seems he h~s
returned to Ticonderoga,probably on his parole, and IS
expected here soon. Colonel Wigglesworth, in tbe Trum-
bull, is got to Ty, a,nd is the only galley saved; one galley
not completed, is safe. Our strength on the water ~ow
remaining is one sloop, twelve guns; two schooners,eight
guns each' two O'alleys and one gondola. What it was
before thes~ renco~nters, the, enclosed copy of a return wm
show. The enemy's strength appears larger than at first;
it is as follows:

1 ship, - - - -
1 schooner, - -
1 do. - - - -
1 rideau, -

18 12-pounders.
14 6 "
12 6 "624 }12 12

all brass.

4 8-inch ho.witzers.
28 gondolas, 1 gun each, 12, 18, and 24-pounders.
1 8-inch howitzer.
Our people are all retired to Ticonderoga, where it is

their design, it is said, to force the enemy to make an attack
on our works at the French lines, by the Crown-Point road,
by obliging them to land be]ow our army; that they will
lay our two remaining galleys in the channel, where their
fire will cooperate with the Jersey redoubts and the battery
on Mount Independence. By this means they hope to
prevent their passing higher up than our advanced posts.
I hope for a more full and particular account from General
Waterbury, who is soon expected here.

Colonel Richmond came to this town by land yesterday,
and waits here for his regimentto comein the whale-boats,
which are hourly expected.

Mr. Hazard will communicate his knowledge from
General Washington's Head-Quarters, which is the fullest
that I have.

I am, with esteem and regard, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant,

JOl'o"'TH.TRUMBULL.
To Hon. Governour Cooke.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAfETY.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Connecticut, October 23, 1776, ,

Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the
Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
Richard Law, Titus Hosmer, William Hillhouse, Berifamin
Huntington, Esq~.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £400, in favour
of Mr. James Tilley, for Cordage, and to be in account.
(Order drawn October 23d, 1776, and deliveredMr. N.
Shaw.)

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £200, in
favour of Captain Uriah Hayden, towards his building the
Ship Oliver Cromwell, and to be in account. (Order drawn
October 23d, 1776, delivered Colonel Williams.)

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for £75, in favour
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of Captain Benjamin Williams, towards Iron Work, for the
Ship Oliver Cromwell, and to be in account. (Order
drawn October 23d, delivered Captain Williams.)

Voted, That Mr. Levi Young be and he is hereby ap-
pointed master of the Ship Oliver Cromwell,and his Honour
the Governour is desired to grant him a Warrant to execute
the said accordingly.

Voted, To order Captain Harding, with the Brig De-
fence, to sail on a cruise against the enemies of these States,
for about two months.

Voted, That Captain William Coit, with the Ship Oliver
Cromwell under his command, be ordered on a cruise of
about two months. (Order given October 23d, 1776.)

Voted, To give orders to Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., to
supply the Ship Oliver Cromwell and the Brig Defence
with suitable stores of every kind for a cruise of two months'
each. (Orders given October 23d, 1776.)

BENJA~nN HUNTINGTON TO NATHANIEL SHAW.

New-Haven, October 23,1776.

SIR: Please to furnish the brig Defence with provisions
and necessary stores of every kind for a cruise of about two
or three months.

By order of the Governour and Council of Safety:
BENJ. HUNTINGTON,Clerk p. t.

To Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jr.

New-Haven, October 23, 1776.

SIR: Please to furnish the ship Oliver Cromwell with
provisions and necessary stores of every kind for a cruise of
about two or three months.

By order of the Governour and Council of Safety:
BENJ. HUNTINGTON,Clerk p. t.

To Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jr.

New-Haven, October 23,1776.

The Hon. Richard Law, Esq., is appointed a deleCTate
t? represent this State in the Continental Congress, in addi-
tIOn to those chosen last year, who are reelected to that
important trust.

The enemy have extended themselves this way as far as
New-Rochel, and smaJl parties of them have advanced as
far as ~larrineck. In one of the churches at New-Rochel
was stored more than two thousand bushels of salt, which
has fallen into the hands of the enemy. It was owned by
the State of New- York.

Last Friday there was a smart skirmish near the above
church, between a detached party of the enemy and one
from our army, in which we lost eight or ten men, and some
wounded. Among tbe latter was Colonel Shepard, of the
~Massachusetts-Bay, who was slightly wounded in his
~hroat, and who commanded the party. The enemy's loss
ISnot known.

W ~he.ar that near two hund.red sail of the. enemy's fleet
are tillSsIde HeR-Gate, the chIef of them IYlOgnear Hart
Island.

WILLIAM SEVER TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Watertown, October 23,1776.

'SIR: As it is highly probable the Court will to-morrow
call for,a return of t?e effective fire~armsin your hands as

.CommIssary, I. am dIrected (as ChaIrman of a Committee
wh,oare reportmg that ~u~h report be made) to advise you
of It, as we apprehend It ISnecessary such return be made
as soon as possible; and am, sir, your humble servant,

W. SEVER.
To Richard Devens, Esq., Commissary-General.

P. sm SMITH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

October 24, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: In ~uly !ast I received an order from your

honourable Board, dlrectmg a Court-Martial to be held
on the 15th of tI~at ~onth for the trial of Captain John
JtIack~ll and Levzn .Mzles, or .f!alvert County, belonging to
the FIfteenth Battalion of MIlItia.

In consequence the:eof I called a meeting of the mem-
bers on t,he daf appOInted, and summoneq tlle parties to
appeal' wIth their eVidences. A sufficient number of mem-

.

bel's attended to hold a Court-Martial, and Captain John
ltIackall appeared agreeaule to summons, but not being'
provided with his evidences, and Levin JJliles having been
sent express by Colonel Sommerville to your honourable
Board, tbe Court-Martial adjourned to the Monday follow-
ing, the 22d instant. On that day I attended at the place
appointed, but none of the members appeared; but some of
them, I think the greater part, together with Levin Miles,
being on duty, either at Drum Point or at St. George's
r.land, watching the motions of Lord Dunmore's fleet.
Thus circumstanced, I was at a los~how to act, and 'twas
doubtful with me whether I had power alone to adjourn to
a future day. If I had, 'twas altogether uncertain whether
the members would be at liberty to attend, and our election
coming on the week following, I determined at last to post-
pone any further proceedings thereon for the present. In.
deed, hid a Court-Martial been held, and the parties ready
for trial, we could not have proceeded with propriety, as
tbe charge against them was not expressed in tbe order, and
Colonel Mackall had not furnished me with it. I have
since applied to him for the charge, an~ his answer was
that he had lodged it with the Council of Safety, signed by
Colonel Somerville and himself, where he referred me.
I then resolved to return the order to your honourable
Board, 'with the reason why I had not proceeded, but un-
luckily had mislaid it amongst some other papers, and could
not lay my hands on it till within a few days past. I now
enclose it, and hope your honourable Board will not
impute the Board with neglect or disobedience of your
orders, but to the reasons above assigned. And should you
think it expedient to renew the order, must request that the
charge against the parties may be thereto annexed, and be
assured I will immediately proceed thereon agreeable to
your directions.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, gen-
tlemen, your most obedient servant,

P S SAT. 1M MITR.

To the honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776,

SIR: I have only time to forward the enclosed resolves.*
The cartridges are on the way, and, I hope, will arrive in
season. The Congress will be attenti\'e to all YOUI're-
quests.

With sentiments of esteem, and every wish in your'
favour, I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and
very humble servant, J H P .

dOHN ANCOCK, resz ent.
To General Washington.

"Dated October 14, 15, 16, ]8, and 23, 1776,

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, October 24, 1776,

SIR: Th-e Board of War have directed me to enclose
you the plan they intended !O present to Congress for pre-
venting abuses in regiments or companies receiving more
rations than they are entitled to, an evil which has been
complained of perhaps with too much foundation.

It frequently happens that sick soldiers are either left
behind at posts or places through which their regiments or
companies are marching, or they are sent to hospitals at a
distance from their corps. These unhappy people, or some
of them, are often thought incapable, and discharged by tbe
Director or ::iurgeon of the hospital as unfit for service, and
turned out to beg their subsistence to their homes, or places
of their former residence, although they may have pay due
to them sufficient to support the~n. This not only raises
compassion, and from this motive should be remedied, but
is extremely detrimental to the service, by deterring others
from inlisting.

The Board therefore have thought that tbe soldiers so
discharged, should have it in their power to receive their
pay in whatever part of the States they may be, and have
accordingly formed a plan to enable them to do it, and
request your Excellency's advice on both tbese subjects.

With the greatest respect, I have the honour to be your
obedient, humble servant,

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

To His Excellency George Washington.
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Port of Nantes, where the Doctor will land, and from
thence proceed to P«ris; and he wiJI either carry with him
or send forward this letter by express, as to him may tben
arpear ~est. The Reprisal is a fast-sailing ship, and Cap-
taID lV~ckes ha;J already done honour in action to the
American flag. We have therefore ordered him to land
at lVantcs some indigo he has on board, take in refresh_
ments, stores, pro\'isions, or other necessarieg he may want,
and immediately to proceed on a cruise against our enemies,
and we thmk he will not be long before he meets with a
sufficientnumberof prizes. We have directedhim to send
them into such of the French ports as are most convenient,
addressing them at Dunkirk, to Messrs. P. Stival Sf Son;
at Havre-de-Grace, to Mr. Andrew Limozen; at Bordeaux,
to Messrs. SQmud Sf J. H. Delap; at Nantes, to Messrs.
Pliarne, Penet Sf Co.; and at any other ports in France, to
such persons as you may appoint to receive them. When
he finishes his cruise he will call in at Nantes, Bordeaux, or
Brest, for your orders and advices, which we beg you will
have ready for him, lodged at tbose places.

In conseque~ce of this plan for the Reprisal's cruise, we
desire you to make immediate application to the Court of
France to grant the protection of their pons to American
men-of-war and their prizes. Sbow them that British
men-of-war, under sanction of an act of Parliament, are
daily capturing American ships and cargoes; sbow them
the resolves of Congress for making reprisals on British and
West-India property , and that OUl'Continental men-of-war
and numerous private ships-oC-war, are most' successfully
employed in executing those resolutions of the Congress;
show them the justice and equity of tbis proceeding, and
surely tbey cannot, they will not, refuse the protection of
their ports to American sbips-of-war, privateers, and prizes,
If your application on this head is crowned with success,
try any other which it is tbeir interest to grant: that is, to
obtain leave to make sale of those prizes and their cargoes,
or any part thereof that may be suitable for that country.
If you succeed in this also,you must appoinJsome person
to act as Judge of the Admiralty,whoshouldgive the bond
prescribed for those Judges, to determine in all cases agree-
able to the rules and regulations of Congress; and for this
purpose we will report to Congress some resolves vesting
~?u with authorityt6 make such appointment,and autbor-
lZlOg such Judge to condemn without a jury, as required
her~. If ~heseresolves are agreed to by Congress, they shall
be ImmedIatelytransmitted to you. If they are not, that
plan must drop, and the prizes must all proceedforAmerica
Jar condemnation. Y0~1can in the mean time consult the
Ministry whether they \vill permit suc,h courts ih France,
and in the French West-India Islands.

.

If protection is granted to our cruisers and their prizes,
you will immediately procure proper orders to be sent to
the officers of all their ports on this subject, and write your-
selves to those houses we have named at tbe several ports,
that the prizes are to remain for Captain lVickes's further
orders. Also lodge such orders with proper persons at the
other ports in :Jj'rance. On tbe contrary, if the prizes are
not to be protected in their ports, then give immediate
notice to all these houses, and proper persons at the otber
ports, to furnish the prizes that Captain Wickes, of the
Reprisal, may send into their port, witb any necessaries the
prize-master lOay judge they stand in need of, and to order
him to make the best of bis way with the prize to the first
safe port he can make in.dIe United States of America.
Lodge advice also for Captain Wickes at Bordeaux, Brest,
and Nantes, whetberhis prizesare to be protected in port or
not, and whether or notany sales wiJIbe permitted. If they
are protected, he can take his own time to collect and bring
them horne under his own convoy. If any sale is per-
mitted, he can sell all perishable commodities and \'esseIs
unfit for so long a voyage as to this coast. If no protec-
tion for prizes, they will come away by your orders, and

COMmTTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCETO THE COMMIS- need not stay for his. And if they deny protection to our
SIONERSIN FRANCE. cruisers. themselves, he will only remain in port for your

];'hiladelphia,October24, 1776. advices, and to obtain such supplies as may be necessary.
GENTLE1UEN:The Congress havin~ committed to our We have recommended Captain Tf'ickes to take on board

charge and managemel)t their ship-of-war caIJed the Re- his own ship as many valuable commodities as he can, if
prisal, commanded by Lambert Wickes, Esq., carrying. successful; but should he be unsuccessful in cruising, then
sixteen six pounders, and about one hundred and twenty Messrs. Pliarne, Pencl Sf Co. may put some goods on
men, we have allotted her to carry Doctor Franklin to board when he is comingaway.
Ilrance, and directed Captain Wickes to proceed to the You WIll readily see the tendency these measures have;

Plan referred to in RICHARDPETERS'S Lctte1"to General
WASHINGTON, dated War Office, OCTOBER~4, 1776.

Tbat each regiment, troop, or company, be mustered
either by the Mustermaster-General, or his Deputies,
times in every year, if the situation of the army will admit
thereof, and that the Mustermaster-General, or his Deputies,
shall return exact accounts thereof monthly to the Com-
manders-in-Cbief of the several departments, and furnish
copies of sllch returns to the Adjutant and Commissary-
General, or their Deputies.

That the Commissary-General, or his Deputies, shall
return to the Adjutant-General, or his Deputies, montbly,
an exact account of all rations drawn by each regiment,
troop, or company, in the course of the month; and the
said Adjutant-General, or his Deputies, shall return the
same to tbe Commander-in-Chief of the several depart-
ments, to be transmitted to Congress as part of the general
returns of the army.

Tbat the Captains or commanders of every troop or com-
pany, shaH, at tbe time a sick non-commissioned officer or
soldier shall go tp the hospital, send with such sick non-
commissioned officer OJ' soldier, an exact account of what
pay is due him, and in case of discharge from the hospital,

as unfit for further service, the Director or Surgeon of such
hospital shaH certify what pay is due tbe non-commissioned
officer or soldier so discharged; and the Captain or com-
mander of tbe troop or company out of which such officer
01' soldier shall go to the hospital, shall not recei ve the pay
of any officer or soldier so sick or discharged; but such
non-commissioned officer or soldier shall be paid at any
pay-office or place by any person in the United States
authorized to pay the Continental troops, on producing such
certificates, which shall be kept as voucbers by the person
so paying, and copies thereof delivered to tbe officer or sol-
dier receiving his pay.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, October 24,1776.

SIR: By order of the Board of War, I have the honour
to inform your ExceHency tbat the Congress have this day
gi\'en them direction to order the two Virginia regiments
now at Chester, 'immediately to Trentown, there to wait
your Excdlency's commands; and at tbe same time to
acquaint you of the situation of the people of this State,
that, having as comprehensive a view of the state of affairs.
as possible, you may make such disposition as the good of
the service may require.

The Council of Safety of this State requested some days
since a conferencewitb this Board, in order to Jaybefore
it a representation of their situation and expectations. In
the course of this conference it appeared very clearly, that
they were in a most defenceless condition; tbat they had
no works upon the river except one fort unfinisbed; that
the Militia of this city are inactive and languid to the last
degree; and, to close their distress, a number of the people
of this place were disaffected. Indeed, they went so far as
to say that, in their judgment, a large party might be found
to espouseopenly the causeof the enemy, should our affairs
run retrogade at New- York. As your ExceHency, how-
ever, must know more of your own strength and your own
intended operations than Congress possibly can, and as it is
of the greatest importance tban you should be supported at
all events, General Stevens, with the Virginia forces, wiH
take post at Trentown, in order to obey su.chcommands as
you may be pleased to give him.

I have the honour to be your ExceHency's most obedient
and very humble servant,

RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

To His Excellency Gene~al Washington.
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and as their consequences may be very impol.tant, so we
hope your attention to.them wiJl be immediate and constant,
whilst necessary.

Captain Wickes is a worthy mnn, and as such we recom-
mend him; and should he have the misfortune to be taken,
or meet with any other misfortune, we hope you will adopt
measures for his relief. He will treat prisoners with human-
ity, and we are convinced his conduct wiJl do honour to his
appointment.

We have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedi-
ent and most humble servants.

In Committee of Secret Correspondence, 1
Philadelphia, October 23, 1776. 5

SIR: The enclosed letter was wrote and signed before
we had an opportunity to transmit it. And having now so
good a conveyance as the brigantine Lexington, we transmit
the same to you as an official letter from the Committee
of Secret Correspondence, which you'lI observe is distinct
from the Secret Committee, with whom you also cOI'I'es-
pond. By this letter you'll find we expect some arms,
ammunition, money, or clothing may be sent out by our
agent, Mons. Hortalez, to the Governour at Cape Franfois,
with orders for the delivery of them to whoever may be
properly empowered by Congress to receive the same. That
power is granted to you, and you'll please to apply to the
Governour with our respect/ill compliments. Desire to
know if he has received such supplies. If be has, produce
the letter to him; if he has not, then request he will inform
you when such supplies do arrive, or any advice respecting
them.

When you receive the goods in consequence of this
appointment, ship a quantity of them by the Lexington, if
they are ready; if not, you may charter suitable French
vessels to bring them here, dividing them into many bot-
toms, and sending an' assortment, consisting of part of every
article you receive. In short, you must transmit the whole
to us in the safest and most expeditious manner you can
contrive, consigning to this Committee, for the use and on
accoun.t of the United States of America.

Weare, sir, your obedient servants,
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

ROBERT MORRIS.

To Mr. Stephen Cuomu.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO LAMBERT WICKES.

In Marine Committee, Philadelphia, October 24, 1776.

SIR: The honourable Congress of the United States of
America have directed U3 to commit the Reprisal, under
your command, to the management of the Committee of
Secret Correspondence for the present voyage or cruise.
You are therefore to receive and obey the orders of that
Committee.

To us, however, you are to communicate such occur-
rences as ought to be known by those who superintend the
American Navy. To us you must, in due time, transmit
copies of your journal and log-book; and to us you are
accountable for the care of your ship, her stores, materials,
provisions, &c. We recommend particularly that you
preserve strict discipline amongst your officers and men,
always using them well, but compelJing them, if needful, to
do their duty; and if you make prisoners, we are sure it will
gratify your own feelings to treat them with humanity.

We hold you in much esteem, and flatter ourselves your
conduct in the service will always be such as to meet the
continuance of it, from, sir, your friends and servants.
To Lambert Wickes, Esq.

cmnnTTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO C. W. F.
DUMAS.

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776. .
SIR: Our worthy friend, Dr. Franklin, being indeC,1.tigable

in the service of his country, and few men so qualified to
be useful to the community of which he is a member, you
will not be surprised that the unanimous voice of the Con-
gress of Delegates from the United States of America, has
called upon him to visit the Court of France in the character
of one of their Commissioners for t;legotiating a treaty of
alliance, &c., with that nation. He is the bearer of this

,

letter, and on his arrival will forward it. .
To him we refer

you for information as to the political state of this country;
our design in addressing you at this time being only to
continue that correspondence which he has opened and
conducted hitherto with you on our behalf. We request to
hear from you frequently, and if you make use of the cypher,
the Doctor has communicated the knowledge of it to one of
our members.

Your letters, via St. Eustatia, directed to the Committee
of Secret Correspondence, then put under cover to Mr.
Robert Morris, merchant in Philadelphia, am! that letter
under cover to Mr. Col'nelius Stevenson, or Mr. Henricus
Godet, merchants at St. Eustatia, or under cover to Mr.
Isaac Governeur, merchant at Curras:oa,will certainly come
safe; and if you can send with them regular supplies of
the English and other newspapers, you will add to the
obligation. The expense of procuring will be reimbursed,
together with any other charges, and a reasonable allowance
for your time and trouble in this agency.

The members of this Committee, styled the Committee
of Secret Correspondence, are John Jay, Esq., Thomas
Johnston, Esq., Robert Morris, Esq., Colonel Richard
Henry Lee, William Hooper, Esq., and the Rev. Dr.
Juhn Witherspoon; and as vacancies happen by deaths or
absence, the Congress fill them up with ne\v members,
which we mention for your information; and with great
respect and esteem, remain, sir, your most obedient servants.
To Mons. Dumas.

CO~IMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO SILAS DEANE.

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776.

DEARSIR: We embrace this opportunity of your worthy.
colleague, and our mutual good friend, Doctor Franklin,
to transmit you copies of our letters of the 1st October, by
the sloop Independence, Captain Young, to ~Iartinico, from
whence they would be carried to you by Mr. William
Hodge, Jun., sent in said sloop for that purpose. Those
letters contained a commission from the Congress appointing
Dr. Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Esq., and yourself, Com-
mission~rs on behalf of the Unite~ States of America, to
negotiate a treaty of alliance and amity and peace with the
Conrt of France; a plan of that treaty; instructions from
Congressrelativethereto; formof passportsfor the ships 01
each nation, &c. We consider these papers as of the
utmost consequence, and hope they will arrive safe.

Yesterday we wrote you a few lines, enclosing additional
instructions from Congress to their Commissioners, author-
izing them to treat with other nations; also, two resolves
of Congress, by one of which you would see that Thomas
Jefferson, Esq., declined his appointment, and that Arthur
Lee, Esq., was appointed in his stead, to whom we enclosed
a letter, copy whereof goes herewith. By the other the
Commissioners are directed to hire or buy eight line-of-Lattle
ships for the American service. These papers were sent
under cover to William Bingham, Esq., our resident at
~Iattinico, with orders to forward them immediately.

We wrote you another letter yesterday, covering dupli-
cates of aJI the papers and letters mentioned herein, and
sent it by the armed brigantine Lexington, TVilliamlIallock,
Esq., commander, to lVIr.Stephen Ceronio, our resident at
Cape Frans:ois, with directions to forward them to Messrs.
Samuel ~. J. Hans Delap, merchants at Bordeaux, who
are requested to send the packet from thence by express to
you; and Dr. Ji'ranklin carries with him triplicates of aJI
these. p~lblick papers. We have been thus particular in
mentlOnmgthem, and the conveyances by which they were
sent, that you may know when the whole are received; and
we desire you to be equal1y pointed in advising us thereof,
for we shall be anxious to hear of th~ir getting safe, and
shall be very uneasy if we don't hear this in due time, for
they ought not on any account to fan into the hands of our
enemies.

Since Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Harrison were out of
Congress, and Dr. Franklin appointed one of the Commis-
sioners at the Court of France, the Congress have filled up
the vacancies in this Committee, and the members now
are Mr. Jay, Mr. Johnston, 1\11'.lJlorris, Colonel Richard
Henry Lee, Mr. William Hooper, and Dr. John TVitlter-
spoon, which we mention for your information.

We shall continue to address all our advices and de-
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spatches to you only, until informed that the other Com-
missioners have joined you; but you will communicate the
letters to them as if dirJ)cted to the whole, and we depend
on you to notify Dr. Lee of his appointment, using the
utmost precaution in the method of doing it, or his person
may be endangered. We suppose it may be best to have
the letter enclosed by the Ministers of France to their
Ambassador in England, with proper cautions respectin.g
the delivery of it. Dr. Franklin being the bearer of this
letter, it is totally unnecessary for us to enter into any detail
of what is passing here, or to convey any political remarks.
He being possessed of every knowledge necessary for your
information, will communicate very fully every thing you
can wish to know.

Therefore wishing you a happy meeting with him, and a
successful issue to your labours in the service of your coun-
try, we remain, with perfect esteem and regard, dear sir,
your affectionate friends and obedient, humble servants.

To Silas Deane, Esq.

l'fARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN WICKES.

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776.

SIR: The honourable Congress having thought pro pet.
to submit the ship Reprisal, under YOllr command, to our
direction for the present voyage 'or cruise, you are to be
governed by the following orders:

The Honourable Doctor Franklin being appointed by
Congress one of their Commissioners for negotiating some
publick business at the Court of France, you are to receive
him and his suite on board the Reprisal, as passengers,
whom it is your duty, and we dare say it will be your incli-
nation, 'to treat with the greatest respect and attention, and
your best endeavours will not be wanting to make their
time on board the ship perfectly agreeable. When they
are on board, you are to proceed, with the utmost diligence,
for the port of Nantes, in France, where they will land,
and there you will deliver their haggage, &c. It is of
more importance that you get safe and soon to France, than
any prizes are that you could take. Therefore you are not
to delay time on this outward passage for the sake of cruis-
ing; but if you are beset with contrary winds, or during
the passage be so circumstanced that Doctor Franklin may
approve of your speaking any vessels you see, do therein
as he shall direct.

'Ve understand the Secret Committee have put on board
the Reprisal a quantity of indigo. This you must land at
Nantes immediately on your arrival, and deliver it to their
order; and they have directed tbeir agents to supply you
immediately with whatever refreshments or necessaries YOll
may stand in need of. We deem it essential to the success
and safety of your ship that you make a very short stay in
the river of Nantes. It is equally so that you keep totally
secret where YOllare bound from thence, 01'what your business.

Tbese things premised, we take it for granted your stay
will not exceed more than two or three days, and that you
will rather dispose people to tbink you are returning back
here again; but you are direct])' to proceed on a cruise
against our enemies. You have the resolves of Congress,
by which you well know who they are. By them you will
know what ships you are autborized to make prize of; and
the resolves of Congress must be the rule of your conduct.

We think you had best proceed directly on the coast of
England, up the Channel, before they can have any notice
of you; and we judge every day, if not every hour, you
are there will gi ve you opportunity of making prizes. You
will always have some of the Frenelt ports at hand, eitber
to send in your prizes or to run into yourself if chased by
superiour force. Doctor Franklin will make application at
the Court of France for the protection of tbeir ports to the
Reprisal and her prizes, and we hope he will be successful
therein. However, we propose as follows: Shou]d you
take one or two valuable prizes, with \wollen or ]illen goods
on board, or such cargoes as you know us to be in imme-
diate want of, that you despatch them immediately, under
tbe command of trusty officers and men, lor this port. If
)'ou meet other vessels partly loaden witb sllcb goods, that
you take as many of them on board your own ship as you
conve.niently: can; .and that you send all tbe other prizes you
take 1Inmedlately Hlto some of the ports of France, with
orders to apply, at Dunkirk, to Messrs. P. Stival Sf Son,

merchants; at Havre-de-Grace, to Mr. Andrew Limozin,
merchant; at Bordeaux,' to Messrs. Samuel Sf J. Hans
Delap, merchants; at Nantes, to Messrs. Pliarne, Pcnet ~
Company; at any other port, to appJy to the commander
thereof, lor protection until he receives orders from his Court
on the subject, and with tbese orders wiJI also come instruc-
tions fi'om Doctor Franklin, Silas Deane, Esq., and Doctor
Lee, or some of them, wbich he must obey. You may
direct all the prize-masters to wait in port for your further
orders, provided the above gentlemen write that they will
be protected; but if that protection is not granted, they
must then apply to our agents for such supplies as are
necessary, and push away immediately fGr this continent,
making the first safe port they can. '

Weare convinced you will treat all prisoners with
humanity; but We think you had best land them in France
whenever they are too numerous on board your ship, to
prevent giving alarms in EnlIland, for you may depend
they wil! have cruisers out after you soon as they hear of
your bemg there. We expect, therefore, you will make
but a short cruise, especially as every day must inevitably
throw plenty of English vessels in your way. Perhaps off
Falmouth. you might meet witb a Lisbon packet, and what-
ever specIe you collect, take it on board, and carry it into
France, where you may deliver or pay the same to the
order of Doctor Franklin, Mr. Deane, &c., or to Mr.
Thomas Jtlorris, or his order, as aaent for the Secret Com-
mittee of Congress; and the Congress will pay here yours
and the people's shares of such money, as well as their
shares of any prizes or parts of prizes that may be sold
tbere, and the money applied to the publick use.

When YOlla!"e about to quit your cruise, it may be well
to send auy pnsoners you tben have on shore, and make
them ?elieve you are coming direct for America, or going
~ound II1toSt.. George's Charme~,to cruise for Bristol ships,
Just as ~ou thmk may be most likely to gain credit. Cl(;)ar
Your shIp of them, and then run into Bordeaux Brest or,\.7 . , ,
,Hantes, Just as may be most convenient. You will find
letters from our Commis~ioners at Paris with Messrs. Delap
at Bordeaux, Messrs. Plwrne, Penct Sf Company at Nantes,
or some proper person at Brest, advising you of the success
of their application; and if tbey tell you tbe prizes are to
be protected, you can then write to the prize-masters and
either collect and bring them home under your con voy, or
order them to proceed separately, as you shall then judne
best. If protection was not to be given, they will co~e
a\yay o~ c?urse; and in tha~ case we tbink you should put
your slJlp III good order, advIse the Commissioners and Mr.
Thomas Morris tbat you only wait for their despatches.
If yo~ have room on board the ship, receive any goods Mr.
JtI~rrzs or they may order; and when you have received
theIr despatches, make the best of your way back to this
pl~ce or any oth~r ports of safety in these States, bringing
with you any prIzes you can take by the way.

~hould the <?our~ of ~rance grant free protection for our
crm.sers and pnzes m theIr ports, we think you may do bet-
ter III Europe than here, respecting which consult with, and
be governed by the advice of, our said Commissioners at
the Court of Paris; and if prizes are allowed to be sold
there, consign all you take to the order of Mr., Thomas
Morris, who has correspondents in every port or' France
and will take care that justice is done in the manaoemenf
of them. '"

l
Y our st~y ,in Europe must depend upon the ad~'ice of

t.l~ Commissioners; and your cruises should always be
qUIck, as you can be soon .in and out. Keep your ship
well rnann~d, fitted, and provIded; and let Old England see
how they hke to have an active enemy at their own door:
they bave sent fire and sword to ours.

You know we want seamen here. Therefore encouracre
all >:ou meet with, both at sea and on shore, to enter o~r
serVIce, and send or bring as many of them to these States
as possible..

Y?U must, by all opportunities, inform us of your pro-
~eedmgs, and commullicate all the useful or important intel-
lIgence that comes to your knowledge. A spirited, active
~ondllct in this enterprise willrccommend you to all Amer-
?ca; and you have our best wishes for your success and
honour, being very sincerely, sir, your friends and humble
servants.

To Lambert 'Wickes, Esq.
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A Plan for obtaining Arms the most requisite for the pre-
sent use of the Continental Army.

To convince this country (which I shall always hold
dear to me) that my heart, filled with gratitude for the many
favours I have received, will always be ready to render it
all the services in my power, I hereby offer myself to pro-
cure the above arms cheaper, and by far better, than any
merchant on the Continent can procure; and if my counsel
is followed, the cannon must be in proportion still cheaper.

The honourable the Continental Congress must fit out,
at their expense, a few stout, good sailing, armed vessels, in
proportion to the quantity of arms wanted, and be particu-
larly careful in the choice of good, experienced Captains,
and man the vessels with good, able, fighting men.

As this expedition cannot be executed without ready
money, I have, two months ago, provided for the same. I
asked Mr. Le Roy, of New-York, jf he could furnish let-
ters of credit drawn upon sight on Amsterdam, for one hun-
dred thousand pounds, or more if necessity required, where,
for the value of said sum, he should be reimbursed in paper
money at Philadelphia. I likewise mentioned that, per-
haps, the honotll'able the Continental Congress might want
the said sum. He replied, any sum they chose he was
willing to furnish them with in drafts on his brother in
Amsterdam.

COLONELZEDTWITZTOGENERAl.WASHINGTON. As I cannot, with any degree of propriety, have any
Morristowl1,October25,1776. connection with the payment of the money, it will be requi-

SIR: The character your Excellency bears among all site that the honourable the Continental Congress should
ranks of people for your universal distribution of justice, appoint two or more trusty gentlemen, whom they can con-
benevolence, and mercy, induces me to presume addressing fide in, to go over and negotiate the business for them.
myself to you in my deplorable situation, in hopes you will It is well known the honourable the Continental Con-
in some measure relieve my distress. gress have been ohliged to pay at the rate of four pounds

In my confinement in York I sometimes obtained the lib- ten shillings each for old firelocks, Philadelphia currency,
erty of taking tbe air, from whence I was removed to IVew- and greatest part of thp.mvery deficienf in respect to their
ark, East New-Jersey, amongst the insufferable insults of inequality of size; the bayonets and locks, the most essen-
the populace there; likewise I was suffered to walk out in tial articles belonging to a firelock, very indifferent; but I
the air. I. am now r~moved, along with twelve other engage, and hereby contract, to procure and deliver to the
unhappy pnsoners, to thIs place, where we are all closely gentlemen appointed to negotiate as paymasters, as many
confined and almost suffocated to death with the nauseous thousand stands of small-arms as may be required, at three
smpll of our excrement, and other disagreeable smells, which pounds four shillings currency, for ready cash. They shall
daily throws some of us into fits of sickness and fevers, be equal-sized and new, double proof, with bayonets, and
which will in the end cost most of them their lives. This very neatly worked.
they sufferalthoughno crimescan

=
be proved against most In our present circumstancesnothingcan be more useful

of them, but perhaps a saucy word to a sergeant or subal- to the army than field-pieces of different sizes, wherewith
tern officer, for which, though very good soldiers, they lie we may prevent the enemy from destroying tbe country,
neglected and confined. Some of them at the hazal'd of their repel them, and keep them at a distance, prevent them from
Jives have come over from the enemy, and are much afraid scouring the country, and carrying off our provisions.
of being caught and hanged for desertion.

. In my humble opinion, one hundred and twenty four and
In con:equence of. my confinement, and the unhappy six-pounders will be necessary: these of entire new con-

cause of It, (though mnocent in fact,) the heart-breakin<T struction, very light, and carried upon a steel machine lately
gri~f that hath seized ~e, with th~ weakness ot my const~ invented by the King of Prussia, and can be carried by
tuttOn,almost worn out m the servIce of the country, I have three men to each piece any where, even upstairs into your
?ontra~ted a disorder, which every day threatens me with room. They are called grasshoppers, very much resembling

<

Immediate death, caused by a stagnalion of blood rising that insect, and can easily be fired out of the windows of
from my heart to my throat, and strangles me for want of any room or house, as occasion requires. There were sev-
breath. Not. the least assistance to be had; therefore I can- eral of them fired upon us at Quebeck, which did the most
n?t hope to live m~ny days unless your Excellency, in yotll' execution against us at the time we stormed the city.
kll1d clemency, will be so good as to give directions to the Double fortified nine and twelve-pounders, about thirty or
~entleman who. hat~ the honour to wait on you to give me forty.
IIb:rty of walkll1g.m tl?e air, whereby I might get relief, Whereas I do not know the certain price of the said
wluch I cannot .do I~ this close confinement. cannon, the honourable the Congress will be pleased to

. I have mortificatIOn to hear that there are many evil- empower their negotiators and myself with an address to his
dJspo~ed people who ha~e the cruelty to take a great deal Prussian Majesty to furnish us with the quantity they stand
ofpams to represent me III very dark colours to your Excel- in need of; and Iwill be responsible with my life to get
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JOHN LUCAS TO GENERAL GATES.

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776,

HONOUREDGENERAL,: I embrace this opportunity to let
you know that since I arrived in this city I have done
every thing in my power in forwarding clothing for your
army. Shortly after I arri\'ed, there was three wagons sjpt
off, which I hope wiJI get soon and safe to your assista~e,
and am in hopes shall in a few days be able to get two or
three more off, at which time I shall set off myself to escort
them along with despatch. It's very difficult to procure
them here, but I give the honourable Congress no rest.

I am extremely sorry to heal' the fate of our fleet, which
alarms the people of this place very much; but I have still
confidence that your Honour and the good troops under
your command (should they attempt Tyconderoga) will be
able to give them a dressing.

Colonel Lewis's father is well. Mr. it/orris is well and
expects :1\1rs.Gates soon in Philadelphia.

I am, in haste, your Honour's humble servant,
JOHN LucAS.

To Major-General Gates.

GEORGE ROSS TO LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COI\IMITTEE.

Philadelphia, October 24, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Pardon my once more writing t,o you on
the subject of our publick affairs. I mean not to direct,
trusting in the affection you have for the liberties of our
country, which can never be safe but under a free and good
government. Believe me tbat my first wish is that my
country be free, and that in every station they please to
place me, I will, to the best of my judgment, do my utmost
to serve them.

Whatever may be the result of the determinations of the
County of Lancaster, I wish they may be communicated
with expedition to the neighbouring Counties. Accept of
the affectionate regards of, gentlemen, yotIr obliged humble
servant,

I' RuEO. OSS.

To the honourabJe Committee of Lancaster County.

lency, which would make me very unhappy \vere I not too
well assured of your penetration not to be imposed upon by
their malicious aspersions.

I will be answerable with my life not to break tbrough
yotll' directions in the least, and be sworn on tbe Holy
Evangelists to observe them as sacred. Indeed, I am not
able to infringe tbem.

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your Excellency's most
obliged and most obedient, humble servant,

H. ZEDTWITZ.

To His ExceJlency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental fi)rces in Ame-
rzca.
P. S. Enclosed you have a plan to obtain arms necessary

in the army.
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from him the desired quantity, and at the original price bis
Majesty gave for them, which is entirely out of the power
of any merchant to procure on equal' terms. In order to
make ourselves sure, and not expose our shipping to the
enemy, it wiII be best to pass the Texel by Holland, run
into the mouth of the Rhine, where we can easily proCUf!;)
sloops to carry our arms up the Weser, and embark the
stores in our vessels; from thence srt sail immediately for
Philadelphia. All the land we must pass, and where our
vessels lay at anchor, belongs to his Pru.ssian Majesty, and
are sitUated in the open sea, out of an danger from the
enemy.

This is the only plan which can be executed without the
least risk. For my trouDle I shaH require nothing. I beg
only for the protection and maintenance of my family till
my return, and the second share of any prizes we may be
fortunate enough to take in our voyage, .and, after my
arrival, leave to return, with my family, to my own country
the firstopportunity. If this plan be so fortunate to meet
with your approbation, I will undertake to return in four
montbs from the time I set sail from Philadelphia.

COLONEL CURTENIUS TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Paramus, October 24, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The last time I had the honour to write to. . .

you was from Philadelphia, the 20th instant, to which beg
leave to refer.

Since I came horne, Mrs. Curteniusinformed me that
she had forwarded a letter from the Convention, directed to
me; but I have never received it. I thought proper to
inform you of this, that you might have an opportunity
to send me a copy of it, provided it is not too late to exe-
cute the businessI w~ directed to do in the letter.

In my letter of the 20th instant, I f!~questedthe favour
to have the money sent to me. If it is not convenient to
send it, please to let me ~now, and I will conte and fetch it.

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient ser-
vant, PETER T. CURTENIUS.

P. S.Enclosed is the resolve of Congresswhich I had
omitted to enclose in my letter of the 20th instant.

COLONEL CURTENIUS TO THE NEW-YORK .CONVENTION.

Paramus, October 24, 1776.

GENTLE}IEN:Since closing my letter, I receiveda letter
fromMr. ComfortSands to furnishhim with my account
against the Congress, as far as it was audited, which is out
of my power, because my accounts and vouchers were
delivered to Mr. Bancker, who told me he had delivered
them to Mr. Paulding at Tarrytown. If they are still in
his possession, it will be absolutely necessary to send for
them, lest they should fall in the hands of the enemy, which
would be a great loss to the State.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
PETER T. CURTENIUS.

To the honourable the Convention of the State of New-
York, at Fishkills.
P. S. The person who fetches them must have a car-

riage, as the bo~ is too large to carry 00 a horse.

DECLARATIONS OF COMMITTEES OF SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW-
YORK.

Tbe following voluntary Declarations from the late Com-
mittee of the County of SuffoTk, and from all the Town
Committees in that County, were delivered to bis Excellen-
cy Governour Tryon, on Thursday last, by Major Richard
Floyd and Mr. Thomas Fanning, who were deputed by
the inhabitants of the County to present the same to his
ExceJlency.

Brook-Haven, October 24, 1776.

We, the Committee of the County of Suffolk, being
assembled by permission of his Excellency tbe Hon. Wil-
liam Tryon, Esq., Governour of New-York and the terri.
tories depending thereon in Ami!rica, do hereby dissol ve
ourselves, and do disclaim and reject the orders of Congress
and Committees, and totally refusing obedience to them,
revoking all our proceedings ul1der the Congress, and being

desirous to obey the legal authority of Government, rely
upon yonr Excellency's clemency,. hoping that you will
pass by ollr former condur~t, and be graciollsly pleased to
protect us agreeable to the laws of this Province.

Signed by order of the Committee:
JOHN BRUSH, Chairman.

Smithtown, October 19, 1776.

We, the Committee of Smithtown, in the County of
Suffolk, being thoroughly convinced of the injurious and
criminal tendency of our former meetings and resolutions,
and willing to manifest our hearty disapprobation of such
illegal measures, do hereby dissolve this Committee, and as
far a~ in us lies revoke and disannul all former orders and
resolutions of all Committees and Congresses whatsoever, as
being undutiful to our lawful Sovereign, repugnant to the
principles of the British Constitution, and ruinous in the
extreme to the happiness and prosperityof this country.

Huntington, October 21, 1776.

We, the Committee of Huntington, in the Connty of
Suffolk, being thoroughly convinced of the injuriousand
criminaltendency of our former meetings and resolutions,
and willing to manifest our hearty disapprobation of all such
illegal measures, do hereby dissolve tbis Commiuee, and as
far-as in Us lies revoke and disan.lll.llall former orders and
resolutions of this Committee; and we do hereby further
reno!1nceand disavow the orders and resolutions of all
Committees and Congresses whatsoever, as being undutiful
to our lawful Sovereign, repugnant to the principles of the
British Constitution, and ruinous in the ex.treme to tbe
happiness and prosperity of this country.

Brook-Haven, October 23, 1776.

'We, the Committee of Brook-H(tven, in the County of
Suffolk, being assembled by permission of his Excellency
the Hon. William Tryon, Esq., Governour of New- York
and the territories depending thereon in America, do hereby
dissol ve ourselves, and do disclaim and reject the orders of
Congress and Committees, and totally refusing obedience to
them, revoking all our proceedings under the Congress, and
being desirous to obey the legal authority of Government,
rely upon your Excellency's clemency, hoping that you will
pass by our former conduct, and be graciously pleased to
protect us agreeable.tothe laws of this Province. .

[The Declaration from the Township of Islip IS very
similar to the former.]

Southampton, October 21,1776.

We, the Committee of South(tmpton, in the County of
Suffolk, being thoroughly convinced of the injurious and
criminal tendency of ollr former meetings and resolutions,
and willing to manifest our hearty disapprobation of al1such
illegal measures, do hereby dissolve thi" Committee, and as
far as in us lies revoke and disannul al1 former orders and
resolutions of all Committef;Js and Congresses whatsoever,
as being undutiful to our lawful sovereign, repugnant to the
principles of the British Constitution, and ruinous in the
extreme to the happiness and proslJerity of this country.

Easthampton, Oc.tober 21,1776.

We, the Committee of E(tsthampton, in the County of
Suffolk, being thoroughlyconvinced of the injuriousand
criminal tendencyof our former meetings and resolutions,
and willing to manifest our hearty disapprobation of al1 such
illegal measures, do hereby dissol~'e this Committee, and as
far as in us lies revoke and disannul all former orders and
resolutions of all Committees and Congresses whatsoever,
as being undutiful to our fawful Sovereign, repugnant to the
princip1es of the British Constitution, and ruinous in the
extrelne to the happiness and prosperity of this country.

..
Southold, October 25, 1776.

We, the Committee of Southold, in the County of Suf-
folk, being thoroughly convinced of the injurious and
criminal tendency of our former meetings and resolutions,
and willing to manifest our hearty disapprobation of all such
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illegal measures, do hereby dissolve this Committee, and as
far as in us lies revoke and disannul all former orders and

,resolutions of all Committees and Congresses whatsoever,
as beinrr undutiful to our lawful Sovereign, repugnant. to the
principles of the British Constitutio~, and r~inous m the
extreme to the happiness and prosperJty of tillScountry.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHlNGTON.

Fort Lee, October 24, 1776,

DEARSIR: Enclosed you have a copy of the letter in
answer to mine to ConO'ress,relative to cartridges. As soon
as the cartridO"escome ~p they shall be forwarded. Colonel
Bidille has ;rote to Amboy for ninety thousand that are at
that post.

We have collected all the wagons in our power, and sent
over. Our people have had extreme hard duty. The
common guards, common £-nigue, and the extraordinary
guards, and extraordinary fatigue, for the removal of the
stores and forwarding the provisions,has kept every man on
duty.

General Putnam requested a party of men to reinforce
them at Mount Washinrrton. I sent between two and three
hundred of Colonel D~rkee's regiment. Please to inform
me whether your ExceHency app~oves there?f:

We shall get a sufficient quantl~y of 'provlslons over, t~-
day for the garrison at Fort Washzngton. Genera] hlijj'ltn
thinks it not advisable to pull the barracks down yet. . He
bas hopes of our army returning to that ground for :vmter
quarters. I think this would be running too great a fisk, to
leave them standinO"in expectation of such an event, there
being several stro~g fortifications in and about King's
Bridge. If the enemy should throw in a thousand .01' .fif-
teen hundred men, they could cut off our commumcatlon
effectually j and, as the state of the barracks ar~, they would
find exceeding good cover for the men. But If we were to
take the barracks down-if the boards were not removed-
it wou]d in a great measure deprive them of that advantage.
However, I have not had it in my power to do either, as
yet. .

I have directed aU the wagons that are on the other side
to be employed in picking up the scattered boards about t~e
encampments. I believe', from what I saw yesterday III
riding over the ground, they wiII amount to many thou-
sands. As soon as we have got these together I purpose
to begin upon the barracks. In the mean time, should be g!ad
to know if your ExceIJency has any other orders to gIve
respecting the business.

I have directed the Commissary and Quartermaster-Gen-
eral of this department to Tayin provision and provender,
upon the back road to Philad~lp~ia, for tw~nty t.housand
men for three months. The prmpJpal magazme wIIJbe at
Equacanack. I shaH fortify it as soon as possible, and
secure that post and the pass to the bridge, wbich is now
repaired and fit for an army to pass over with the baggage
andartillery. . . .

I rejoice to hear of the defe.at of that vIle traItor, M~Jor
Rogers, and his party of Tones.; though I am. exceedmg
sorry to hear it cost us so brave an officer as Ma}orGre~ne.

I am, with great respect, your Excellency s obedIent
servant, .

NATHANAEL GREENE.

To His Excellency..Genera] Washington, Esq., at his
Head-Quarters, White-Plains.

GENERAL GEORGE CLlNTON TO JOHN ~f'KESSON.

White-PIllins, October 24, 2 p. m., 1776.

l\h DEAR SIR: I received your letter of yesteraay a few
moments since, and was just preparing to answer it when a
messenger arrived from towards New-Rochelle, to acquaint
us that early this morning the enemy had struck their tents,
and were advancing from th~t to this place along tbe com-
mon road. Every General Officer, myself excepted, were
out reconflOitering. I having arrived here last night, where
I was left to remove the publick stores, was only left at
h~me. Two other expl'esses since arrived and confirmed
tbe account of the enemy's advancing, and our army is now
drawn up in order to receive them. The General baving
come in, gives me so much leisure as to acquaint you of the
above. As to every other circumstance which has occurred
since my last, Colonel De Witt and the other gentlemen of

your Committee will be able to in[Ol'll1you. I have only
time to add that I earnestly wish to see them, and that I
am, most affectionately, yours, GEORGECLINTON.
To John McKesson, Esq.

P. S. Pray Jet Mrs. ClintQn know I am well, and that
she need not be uneasy about me. It would be too much
honour to die in so good a cause. Pray excuse me to Mr.
Allison for not answering his two letters.

CERTIFICATE FOR MOSES YEOMAN.

In Committee, New.Paltz, October 24, 1776.

These are to certify that Moses Yeoman hath served in
Captain Elias Hasbrouck's company of Rangers, in the
character of Second Lieutenant, sixteen days prior to the
date of his warrant, on the request of the Committee of
Kin (J'ston. It is therefore hoped that the honourable Con-
ven~on of the State will aIJow said Moses Yeoman pay for
his services during that time.

By order of the Committee:
ROB'T BOYD, Jun., Chairman.

To the honourablethe Convention of the State of New- .
York.
To sixteen days' wages,
To sixteen days' billeting,

£3 16 9
1 12 0

£5 8 9

CHARLES D. WITT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE NEW-YORK

CONVENTION.

White-Plains, October 24, 1776,

SIR: The situation of our moving army prevented the
attention of the General Officers to the subject on which we
came, till yesterday, and we expect to have it c~mple!ed by
to-morrow, when we shall set out for ConventIon wIth an
possible speed, calling on General James Clinton in our
way.

Weare requested by the Generals of our State to inform
you of the absolute necessity our troops are in for want of
clothing. They think it would greatly prom?te speedy
inlistment jf those who are already engaged durmg the war
should be clothed immediately. That the soldiers' coats
should by all means be-made large, with the pockets on the
inside, which is more convenient in rainy weather. That
the cloth should be first soal):edill water to prevent shrink-
inO'. That the coats be of two sizes, and the initial letters
or"the State, with the numbe~ of the regiment, on the but-
tons. That these c]othes may be sent forward to the army
in such quantities as you can have finished weekly, is in our
opinion indispensably necessary at this time. Shoes and
stockinO'sare also much wanted, and should be sent down
without delay. We hope the above will be attended to,
even in the midst of that varie,ty of perplexing business
which we but too well know is the present lot of our worthy
Convention or Committee.

As to news, yesterday there were several skirmishes be-
tween the out-parties of both armies, in all which we have
been successful. In one we kilJed ten of the villains and
took three prisoners; thirty-six of Rogers's band fell into
our hands also; and had the orders of Lord Stirling been
strictly obeyed, we should have had the whole party with
their infamous ]eader. The foe having retreated from
Mamaroneck gives calise to suspect their having laid aside
the design of enclosing us.

We are, sir, your and Convention's most obedient and
very humble servants, C D WH. . ITT,

ROB'T HARPFR,
LEWIS GRAHAM.

SIR: We cannot omit,..Communicating to you a scheme
we have thought of since here of exciting the desertion of
Hessians. That two or three hundred thousand short hand-
bilJs, in the German and low IJutch tongues, be sent as soon
as possib]e to our General Officers, who can readily circulate
them about the fields so as to answer the purpose of a very
general information in a little time, and in their opinion
would have a good effect.

Yours, as above.

To the Hon. Peter R, Livingston, President of the Con-
vention, Fishkill.

'*'
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NATHAN CLARK TO JAMES YANCEY.

Bennington, October 24, 1776,

SIR: Yours of the 20th instant, per Mr. Crane, came to

hand yesterday about eleven o'cJock. I immediately noti-
fied the Committee, and consulted them on the request you
sent tbree o'clock afternoon of the same day; and within
one hour despatched three 'of the Committee to different
parts, to find what wbeat was ready on hand to be imme-
diately manufactured in the service of tbe Northern army;
and are informed by their return, three o'clock this after-
noon, that one thousand bushels is now ready, and that
part is manufacturing, and the remainder forwarding to the
mills for manufactory, together with teams to forward it to
you as fast as possible. Several teams loaded with flour
will be on the road toward Skeensborough t~is week; the
residue will with all convenient speed. In the mean time,
provision wi\! be making for furtber supply. Before the
reception of Mr. Trumbull's letter of the 22d instant,
received this day, requesting the assistance of the Militia,
they were marched, and have doubtless joined you before
this. They have left us almost to a man; renders it very
difficult to furnish assistance to convey what we have
already on hand. Should it be thought expedient to dis-
charge twenty or thirty of the inhabitants from their present
post, of those that would be judged by their officers the
best capable of assisting with teams, carriages, anel persons,
to forward provision, it might be beneficial. Mr. Trumbull
mentions the conveyance of the above by pack-horses,
(if no other way,) which will render its safe conveyance
very precarious, as it wil] be subject to the wet from above
and below. If Militia troops or otbers could be spared to
repair the road a little directly, I think it the only way of
supplying with any quantity. As we ha\'e not had oppor-
tunity to apply, we can't ascertain what quantity we can
be able to supply. The General may be assured that we
shall exert ourselves to the utmost of our ability. In tbe
mean time, ready cash would great]y facilitate tbe forward-

. ing, as sundry persons are to be dealt with. Could suitable
casks be sent every opportunity to pack the flour in, it
would be of service, as they are scarce here, and it is diffi-
cult to provide necessaries to pack it in, and the coopers
are absent. Tbe carriages tbat come back will easily bring
sufficient to pack the next load. Shall readily wait Imy
direction, and let you know every opportunity what sup-
plies we can furnish accordingly.

As we are scattered, you will please to excuse our detain-
ing your messenger thirty-six hours; and it is now nine
o'clock at nigbt. He merits tbe opinion of the Committee
of the faitbfulness of his trust while here.

Weare, gentlemen, with tbe greatest esteem, and compli-
ments to yourself and Mr. Trumbull, yoor sincere friends,

NATHAN CLARK, Chairman.

To Mr. James Yancey, Deputy Commissal-Y, at Head-
Quarters, Tyconderoga.

N. B. Captain Farnsworth is now in Connecticut, and
his assistant not to be present til1 next ]}Ionday, when his
letter will be seasonably delivered. As we have used the
boldness to examine the conterits, shall supply his place to
the utmost of our power.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRO:ll: M01JNT HOPE, NEAR TICONDE-

ROGA, DATED OCTOl!ER 24, 1776.

All the prisoners which were taken were sent in by a flag
of truce, and are not to serve during the war. There was
a party of our Indians, with their Lieutenant,who waslike-
wise an Indian, put in irons immediately after they were
tak~n, and, after our men were sent in by the enemy, were
delIveredup to the savages to be butchered; but, contrary
to Burgoyne's expectation, tbe savages released them imme-
diately, and sent them home after treating them \'ery kindly.
Perhaps such an instance as this never was known before,
and you may depend on it as fact, as I was in company
with the Captain of the Indians yesterday, who informed
me of it; and, fiually,tbe enemy's Indians have agreed to
return home if ours do, which a number did yesterday; the
rest will follow this dav.

Weare in daily expectatron of an attack fi'om the enemy,
who are within sixteen miles of us, (Crowu-Point,) but we
are well prepared to receive tbem, and I hope, in God's

name, no man's courage \vill fail in that day, as the cause

of liberty and America depends entirely on the Northern
army. Our men recruit daily. Weare not in the least
want of provisions or ammunition.

GENERAL WATERBURY TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
Stamford, October 24, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: I have now returned horne on parole.
Your Honour has undoubtedly heard of my misfortune of
being taken prisoner on the 13th instant, on Lake Cham~
plain. I shall give your Honour a short sketch of our
engagement, which is as follows:

On Friday morning, of the 11th instant, our alarm-guns
were fired, that the enemy's fleet was off Cumberland-Hcad.
I immediately went on board of General Arnold, and told
him that I gave it as my opinion that tbe fleet ought imme-
diately to come to sail, and figbt them on a retreat in main
Lake, as tbey were s9 much superiour to us in number and
strength, and we being in such a disadvantageous harbour
to fight a number so mucb superiour, and tbe enemy being
able with their small boats to surround us on every side, as
I knew they could, we lying between an island and the
main. But General Arnold was of the opinion that it was
best to draw the fleet in a line wbere we lay, in the bay of
Valcour. The fleet vet.y soon came up with us, and sur-
rounded us, when a very hot engagement ensued ten o'clock
in the morning till towards sunset, when the enemy with-
drew. We immediately held council, to secure a retreat
througb their fleet, to get to Crown-Point, wbich was done
with so much secrecy tbat we went through tbem entirely
undiscovered. The enemy, finding next morning that we
had retreated, immediately pursued us. The wind being
aD'ainst us, and my vessel so torn to pieces that it was almost
il~possible to keep her above water; my sails was so shot,
that carrying sail split them from foot to head, and I was
obliged to come to anchor at twelve o'clock, to mend my
sails. When we had completed that, we made sail, just at
evening. Tbe enemy still pursued all night. I found next
morningthat they gaineel upon us very fast, and tbat they
would very soon overtake me. Tbe rest of the fleet all
beinD'much abead of me, I sent my boat on board of Gen-
eral Arnold, to get liberty to put .my wounded in tbe boat,
and send them forward, and run my vessel on shore, and
blow bel' up. I received for answer, by no means to run
her ashore, but to pusb forward to Split Rock, where he
would draw the fleet in a line, and engage them again; but
when I came to Split Rock, the whole fleet was making
their escape as fast as they could, and left me in the rear,
to fall into the enemy's hands. But before I struck to them,
the ship of eighteen twelve-pounders, and a schooner of
fourteen six-pounders, had surrounded me, which obliged
me to strike, and I tbought it prudent to surrender myself
prisoner of war. As soon as I was taken, General Arnold,
with four gondolas, run ashore, and blew up the vessels
ahead of me. One thing I bave omitted in the former part
of my letter, that is, the Royal Savage run asbore on the
Point of Valcour, in the first of the engagement, and was
lost.

I will just give the strength of the British fleet upon the
lake: One ship carrying six twenty-four-pounders, brass;
twelve twelve-pounders, brass; four eight-inch howitzer;
one ship, eighteen twelve-pounders; one schooner, fourteen
six-pounders; one schooner, twelve six-pounders; two gon-
dolas, onecarryingsix, tbe otber four carriage guns; twenty-
eight row boats, carrying one gun each, from eighteen to
twelve-pounders, and. some of them carrying howitzers.
This is th~ truest account tbat I am able to give.

Sir, I would have waited on the Congress in person,
had it not have been that my parole confined me to Con-
necticut. But I hope tbat I sball not be neglected in being
exchanged, if any opportUnity there be.

I remain, sir, with the greatest esteem, your Honour's
most obedient and very humb1e servant,

DAVID WATERBURY,Jun.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President to the Contt-
neotal Congress.

.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, October 24, 1776.

SIR: I Itave the honour to enclose a copy of a resolve
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)f the General Assembly of Connecticut in favour of Colo-
1e1 Ethan Allen and others, made prisoners at ltlontreal in
September, 1775, and now in a sufferillg condition, promis-
~uously in a common gaol in Halifax, earnestly to request
~our friendly interposition to procure a speedy exchange of
those prisoners.

Your seasonable and necessary care in the premises will
greatly oblige Colonel Allen and his Ofell ow-sufferers, serve
)ur common cause, and do an act of justice and humanity
towards them. '

I am, most respectfully, sir, your obedient, humble ser-
vant, JONTH.TRUMBULL.

To His Excellency General Washington.

At a General Assembly holden at New-Haven, in Con-
necticut, on the second Thursday of October, Anno Dom-
iui 1776:

It being represented to this Assembly that Colonel Ethan
Allen, together with about eighteen other natives or inhab-
itants of this State, having been captivated in the service of
this and the United States of America by a party of armed
forces of the King of Great Britain,. near .Montreal, in the
Province of Quebeck, on the 25th of September, 1775, have
suffered great hardships during their captivity, and are now
confined, in a suffering condition, promiscuously, in a com-
mon jail at Halifax; and :Mr. Levi Allen, of Salisbury, is
now about to attempt a visit to his brother, the said Ethan,
by whoma supply may be transmittedto said prisoners,to
whom considerable wages are due:

Whereupon it is resolved by this Assembly, that his
Honour the Governour be desired to write on the subject to
his ExcelJency General Washington, to the Continental
Congress, or to the Commanding Officer at Boston, or each
of them, earnestly requesting such seasonable and frie~dly
interposition as may be necessary in the premises and most
likely to procure a speedy exchange of said prisoners. And
that the Pay-Table draw an order on the Treasurer of this
State to payout of the Treasury to the said Levi Allen,
for the purpose aforesaid, the sum of one hundred and
twenty poullds lawful money, taking his receipt for the
same, to be advanced and paid to the aforesaid prisoners,
on account of their wages, due from the United States'
of America, and his account thereof to render when re-
quested.

PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

By the Hon. JONATHANTRUMBULL,Esq., Governour,
Captain-General and Commander-in-Chief in and over
the State of CONNECTICUT:

A Proclamation.
Whereas it has been represented to the General Assembly

of the State of Connecticut, now sitting in this place, that
there are several non-commissioned officers and soldiers of
the troops of Horse and Militia in this State, who did not
march according to orders issued from the Captain-General,
for the defence of this and the other United States of
America; and that there are others who deserted said service
after they had joined and marched with their respective
corps, all since the 1st of July last; and the said Assembly
willing to extend their clemency to such as are yet desirous
of fulfillingtheir duty in the service of their country, have
authorized me to offer and I do hereby offer and grant full
pardon and indemnity to all such non-coinmissioned officers
and soldiers who have been delinquent in manner aforesaid,
provided they do immediately return to their duty, and join
themselves to their respective companies in either of the
regiments now ordered to'march under the command of
:Major-General Wooster, in defence of this and the other
United States. And I do hereby declare, that such as shall
so return and fulfill their duty in said service as aforesaid,
until regularly discharged therefrom, shall receive their
wages for the tirbe they did, and shall continue in said ser-
vice. And I do also hereby strictly order and direct, that
due process be forthwith had against all such as shall still
refuse to comply with their duty as aforesaid; and all inform-
ing officers and other ministers of justice are directed to
take every effectual measure to bring said persons to proper
and condign punishment. And the se~eral printers in this

State are directed to cause this Proclamation to be published
in each of their respective papers.

.

Given under my hand at the Council Chamber in New-
Haven, this 241h day of October, A. D. 1776.

JONATHAN TRUMBULL

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO JOHN LANGDON.

Newport, October 24, 1776.

SIR: Upon the trial of Samuel Eslem and Thomas Don-
chor for mutiny, on board the ship Royal Exchange, it
appeared that the mutiny was encouraged or put on foot by
the former Captain of her, in which he employed his steward
to promise them twenty guineas a man and half the ship
and cargo, when they should arrive in England. And on
this intelligence, I thin'k it will be right for you to stop his
private adventure till that matter is cleared up.

Sir, you are hereby empowered to act as agent for the
officers and people belonging to the American Beet, for all
vessels that may come within your State.

I am, in behalf of the officers and people, sir, your most
humble servant, E HSEK OPKINS.

To John Langdon, Esq., Agent for the American Navy in
the State of New-Hampshire.

CO~IMODORE HOPKINS TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Newport, October 24,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Since I wrote you last, Captain Jones, in
the Providence, has arrived here with three prizes, and one
ship is arrived at Bedford. Enclosed is a copy of the
accountof his cruise, that he gave me.

.

The Cabot has sent the ship into Providence, and yester-
day Lieutenant Weaver, of the Cabot, came here from
Bedford, where he arrived two days ago in another prize
ship. He informs me that when he left the Cabot, she had
taken five ships and a brig, all from Jamaica-one of them
a three-decker, with upwards of six hundred hogsheads on
board.

The A?fred is now manned, and under sailing orders
with the Hamden. Captain Jones, of the Providence, has
the command of her. Enclosed you have a copy of the
orders I have given him, and hope they are such as will
meet with your approbation. The reason of my giving
orders to Captain Jones to attempt to destroy the ships and
their works at the coal mines was, that I received certain
intelligence by a master of a vessel directly from there, that
there was nearly twenty vessels, and one hundred prisoners
employed in that service, guarded by twenty-six soldiers,
the Savage sloop of war, and Dawson's brig; and one of
them generally at Louisburg.

One of the new ships came down from Providence
yesterday; the other got aground but I expect her down
the first fait.wind. They are nearly fitted every way for
the sea, all but men, which they have about one hundred
and fifty each. Shall now give my whole attention to their
mannmg.

If you have any particular service for them, should be
glad to receive it. I think they will be ready to sail as
soon as your orders can reach here; and I hope near
manned.

The Columbusis cleaned, and taking her ballast on board;
rigging and filling as fast as possible. The sloop Provi-
dence will haul into the wharf to-morrowin order to clean.
Shall get them out as soon as possible; but expect to meet
with great difficulty in getting. men, the privateers being so
plenty, and having great success, that the men look on their
shares better than what they have in the navy.

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most humble
servant,

ESEK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the honour-
able Marine Committee at Philadelphia.

.
LIEUTENANT KNIGHT (PRISONER) TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

South-Hadley, Massachusetts-Bay, October 24,1776.

SIR: Having formerly addressed your Excellency for
leave to be released upon giving 1ny parole not to take up
arms until a person of the same rank with myself was sent
in exchange, and General Gat€s having done me the honour
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per favour of the 24th January last, to signify that your
Excellency was truly concerned, it was not then in your
power, but the first momentthat it could be donewith pro-
priety, I might rest assured of the indulgence being granted.
Presuming that time is now arrived, from the number
of precedents on our side, I beg leave once more to trouble
your Excellency with a repetition of my request for myself
and a Mr. AmoTd, a master in his Britannick Majesty's
service, who desires to be indulged on the same terms, as we
flatter ourselves a personal application to Lord Howe will
be a surer mellns to promote an exchange for ourselves and
fellow-sufferers here.

If it is not intruding, I would mention those plans and
papers belonging to me, which, after undergoing your.
Excellency's inspection at Cambridge, you was pleased to
return to me by Captain Melcher. The Committee here,
not knowing the natur~ of these things, have taken them
into their possession.

Your Excellency will oblige me in giving some directions
concerning them.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
JOHN KNIGHT.

To General Washington.

OLIVER PRESCOTT TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Boston, October 24, 1776.

DEAR SU,l: My health is such that I cannot ride to
Watertown at present; have therefore at the repeated request
of sundry gentlemen, taken the freedom to encfose my com-
mission, and beg the favour of you to get it renewed, and
send up by the first opportunity, as there is business of
consequence necessary to be immediately done. I have not
taken out a commission of the quorum since my appoint-
ment; if that sh?uld now be agreeable to the honourable
Board, it mi~ht be of present service to this part of the
country. The Representatives for some of the adjacent
towns come up every week: perhaps Mr. Sawtell, of Shir-
ley, may this week.

Soldiers are marching from an the towns in the upper
part of "N"ew-HampshireState for the relief of our army at
Ticonderoga. Twenty-six men march this day from the
town of New-Ipswich. I hope our army wiHbe immedi-
ate]y reinforced.

I am, with the greatest respect, your most obedIent and
very humble servant, 0 I>LIVER RESCOTT.

To the Hon. lIenry Gardner, Esq., in Hatertown.

SELECTMEN OF BOSTON TO BENJAMIN AUSTIN.
Boston, October 24, 1776.

SIR: Since I saw you the Selectmen have made a strict
inquiry and can't find in the town hardly any nails; perhaj3s

we may be able to procure one load. We don't see how it
is possible to procure tqe supply but by taking of those that
were lately brought in as prize. It is said they. are at
Newburyport; we therefore thought it necessary that Captain
Torrey should apply to the honourable Council for to assist
him. We WQuld not dictate, but we think if orders were
given to the proper officers at Newburyport, or wherever

the nails are, they might be obtained. We think, that as the
case is circumstanced, the common form of proceeding may
be dispeQsed with. It will be necessary that orders should
be given to the proper officer to procure wagons for the car-
riageof them. Any assistance we can give Captain Torrey
we shall be ready to do it.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
JOHN SCOLLAY, Chairman.

To the Hon. Benja. Austin, Esq.

9

Boston, October 24, 1776.

Yesterday Captain Daniel HarthQrne arrived at Salem
from a cruise. On his passage he met with an armed
packet, which he attacked. In the engagement, which
lasted t\I.'O hours, he lost three men killed, and nine or ten
wO\.lnded, himself slight]y; since which he bas taken, and
sent into Cape Ann, a prize snow with oats.

The privateer commanded by Captain Carleton, which
sailed from Salem on a cruise, about four weeks since, was

taken near Canceau, by tbe brig Hope, Captain Dawson,
a few days after leaving port, and carried into Halifax.
Captain Carleton, with some of the crew, made their escape
by swimming ashore.

Last Thursday was sent into lIayhannes, by Captaill
Atkins, the ship Hea.field from Ireland, bound to New-
York, having on board seventy puncbeons of spirits, seventy
puncheons of porter, tnree hundred and fifty tierces of bread,
fifty tierces of oat-meal, sixty-one tierces of peas, sixty pork,
seventy tierces of beef, one hundred casks of butter, some
sweet oil, raisins, candles, flour, and a number of other
articles.

Yesterday, arrived in this port, a prize ship from Antigua
for London, with about two hundred hogsheads of sugar.
She was taken by the Putnam.

ORDERS TO THE COMMITTEE ABOUT THE RANGERS.

State of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Sufety, ~
October, 24, 1776. 5

To Colonel HURDfInd the gentlemen oj the CommitteeJor
giving orders and directions to the companies oj Rangers
on CONNECTICUTRiver: "

This Committee having been informed that the road
fi'om Haverhill to Rumney is greatly out of repair, think it
advisable for you to send detachments out of the Captain
Atkinson's, Simpson's, and Rus~rs companies to repair
said road, seeing tbat an account of the e"pense- on each
town is kept separate.

BY THE KING.

A Proclamation Jor encouraging Seamen tQ enter themselves
on board His Majesty's ships-ol-war.

GEORGE R.
Whereas it is our Royal intention to give all due en~ot1r-

agement to all such seamen who shall voluntarrly enter
themselves in our service, we have thought fit, by and
with the advice of aUf Privy Councr], to publish this our
Royal Proclamation; andwe do herebypromise and declare
that all such ahle seamen, not above the age of fifty nor
under the age of eighteen years, fit for our service, who
shall, on or before the 31st day of December next, volun-
tarily enter themselves to serve in our Royal navy, either
with the Captains or Lieutenants of our ships, or the chief
officers on board such tenders as shall be employed for
raising men for the service of aUI' navy, shall receive, as our
royal bouoty, the sum of five pounds each man; and all
such ordinary seamen, fit for our service, who shan so enter
themselves as aforesaid, shall receive the sum of two pounds
ten shillings each man, as our Royal bounty, in lieu of all
other bounties mentioned in our proclamation dated the 22d
day of Jtlarch last, and our orders in Council of the 1st of
May, the 21st of June, and 21st of August following; such
respective sums to be paid them by the respective Clerks of
the Cheque residing at the ports or places where the ships
into which they shall be entered, shall be immediately after
the third muster of such seamen. And we do declare that
tbe qualifications of the seamen for entering themselves as
aforesaid, shall be certified by the Captain, Master, and
Boatswain of the ship or vesselwhere they shall enter.
And for prevention of any abuses by any persons leaviqg the
vessels to which they shall belong, and entering themselves
on board any other ships or vessels, in order to obtain the
said bounty money, we do hereby declare and command
that such seamen belonging to any of our ships or vessels as
shall absen.tthemselves from any of the said ships or vessels
to which they shaH belong, and shall enter themselves on
board any other of our said ships or vessels in order to
obtain the said bounty, shall not only lose the wages due to
them in the ships or vessels they shaJl leave, but also be
severely punishedaccordingto their demerits.*

Given at our Court at St. James's, the twenty-fifth day
of October, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
six, in the seventeenth year of our reign.

God save the King!

"Two days after this Proclamation appeared, before it could be pos-
sibly known what effect it would have, press-warrants were issued, and
upwards of a thousand sailors were taken on the river Thames.by sur-
prise. At the Same time press-warrants were put in executIon in every
seaport in the Kingdom.~Remembranccr.
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IMPRESSMENT OF. SEA~IEN.

London, October 28, 1776.

Last night upon the flood tide, about twenty boats,
manned and officered, came up the river from Deptford
and TVoolwich,when a general press began, and every man
was taken on board the several ship§ they boarded, except
the master and mate. A Lieutenant was shot with a pistol
in boarding a ship, and eight seamen were drowned iri
endeavouring to swim to shore to avoid the press. By the
press gangs taking out the men belonging to the fishing
vessels, a very small quantity of fish was brought to market,
and the gangs took several persons fromBillingsgate, within
the Lord Mayor's jurisdiction, which occasioned his Lord-
ship to issue out his order for apprehending the officers of
all press gangs in bis jurisdiction. The Lord Mayor, Mr.
Sawbridge, gave orders to the City Marshals, that tbey,
with their assistants, should take care that the press gangs
do not take any men out of the city, unless they produce a
legal warrant; and if they do not, to take the officer into
custody, that they may be dealt with according to law.

London, October 30, 1776.

There was another hot press from Gravesend to Rother-
hith, and the gangs picked up a great number of hands, but
have drove the west-India captains to great distress, their
ships being loaded, and not hands to navigate their vessels,
although the merchants had paid their men a month's
advance, besides their river pay. Yesterday applicatioll was
made to the Lord Mayor to back the press warrants, which
request he refused.

Among the persons impressed happened to be olle John
Tubbs, one of the city watermen, in the service of the Lord
Mayor for the time being. The Town-Clerk was ordered
to demand his release, which he did by the following Letter:

Copy of the Town- Clerk's Letter to the Lords of the Ad-
miralty, written bV order of the Court of Lord ftfayor
and Aldermen.
My LORDS: William Dawson, Esq., this city's water

bailiff, having this day informed the COUJ'tof Lord Mayor
and Aldermen, that Lieutenant Tate, of Gravesend, did on
the 4th instant impress John Tubbs, one of this city's water-
men, I am directed by the said Court to desire your Lord-
ships will give orders for the immediate discharge of the
said John Tubbs.

I have the honour to be, my Lords, your Lordships'
most obedient, humble servant,

WILLIAMRIX, Town- Clerk.
To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty.

Town-Clerk's, Guildhall, November 19, 1776.

To which Letter the Town-Clerk received this Answer:
Admiralty Office, November 20,1776.

SIR : Your letter of yesterday contains a demand on the
part of the Court of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the
city of London, of the immediate discharge of John Tubbs,
who has been impressed, and is stated to be one of the
city's watermen.

This is a solemn demand of his discharge as a matter of
right, as to which I am directed by the Lords Commis-
sioners of Admiralty to observe to you that the condition
of John Tubbs makes him clearly liable, in law, to be im-
pressed, insomu~h that if he had absconded to avoid the
press, he woula have been punishable by the Court of
Aldermen for so doing.

As matter of right, therefore, it is impossible to give him
up; and the demand being made in that form, renders it
equally impossible to show that degree of attention to their
application which it might otherwise, if circumstances would
have allowed it, have been their Lordships' inclinationto
have done. '

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
PH. STEPHENS.

To William Rix, Esq., Town-Clerk, City of London.

At a Court of Common Council, the city law officers
were ordered to apply for a writ of habeas corpus, for to
bring Tubbs before a court of justice. The lawyers having
applied, were granted a rule, against the Lords of the Ad-
miralty, "to show cause why a writ in behalf of Tubbs

should not he granted." The lawyers were wrong; they
ought \lot to have taken tbis rule, but insisted upon the
writ. The rule came on to be argued on the 28th of No-
vember, 1776. The counsel for the city did not go into
the general merits of press warrants, but confined them-
selves specialJy to the case, and contended for the usage
of city exemption, against the usage of Admiralty en-
croachments.

The Attorney-General, on the part of the Admiralty
Board, showed cause why Tubbs should not be discharged,
on the ground of exemption to the general power of im-
pressing seamen and seafaring people when the exigencies
of the State required it. The Solicitor-General contended
for the right in its fullest extent, and said no exeeption
could be maintained that was not supported by act of Par-
liament. Mr. Wallace said the exception was so loose, as
stated in the affidavits in behalf o( the rule, that it was
impossible to say to what numbers it might be applied,
whether to thirty-one, the real number of the L(}l'dMayor's
watermen, or to any other number the water bailiff might
think proper to protect. Mr. Cust insisted that the exemp-
tion could in the first instance only have originated from the
King; that no pretence, much less proof, of any such
exemption had been set up; and each of them insisted that
the matters stated in the affidavits, to show that the exemp-
tion contended for was founded in ancient usage, came short
of the least shadow of legal or relative proof that any such
usage ever existed in any form. Earl Mansfield here
observed, that the arguments promising to be very long,
and it being the last day of term, in which a great mass of
business remained yet to be transacted, he recommended to
Serjeant Glynn to state the grounds of his motion specially,
and to give a note of it into Court, in order that the affair
might be put off till next term. Serjeant Glynn answered
that he was not prepared to enter into such a special state.
Lord Mansfield again pressed the propriety of lettiner the
motion lie over till next term, provided that the Atto;ney-
General was satisfied on one hand to receive, and the coun-
sel in behalf of the rule consented, that Tubbs, and sufficient
sureties, should enter into recognizances for his appearance
the second day of next term. Mr. Dunning said, for his
part he was no special pleader, nor would he undertake for
his client, as he had no instructions so to do. Lord l}Jans-
field replied, that he only recommended what he wished
might be done, for the reasons already assigned. The
counsel. in behalf of the rule might insist on being now
he~rd, If. they thought proper, but the Court had it still in
theIr option to pronounce judgment; so those who pressed
the argument, not the Court, nor the counsel on the other
side, would be chargeable with the consequences. .Mr.
Dunning rejoined, that he and his brother counsel asked
no favour: they only demanded justice; and so that was
obtained, he was very indifferent in what form, or under
what circumstances it was administered. Serjeant Glynn
and Messrs. Dunning, Davenport, Alleyne, and Lee wer~
severally heard in support of the r\.lle. The Cour~ then
delivered their opinions seriatim, and were unanimous that
the proofs brought in support of the rule were not sufficient;
that the Lord Mayor's watermen were entitled to no such
claim of exemption; and that the rule ought to be dis-
charged.

.The Attorney-General, in the course of the pleadings,
~a1dthat .he had ordered every proper inquiry to be made
IOta the CItycharters, and the Admira]ty books, but that no
document of the right of exemption could be produced.
An affidavit of William Stephens, Esq., Secretary to the
Commissioners of the_Admiralty, was read, which set forth
that no precedent was to be met with, whereby such a
claim could be sustained; and a case was recited, in which
tbe Mayor of London requested the discharge of one of his
watermen, and offered to give a substitute, when the Lords
of tI~eAdmiralty, in consideration of the publick importance
of his character, not only complied, but dispensed with his
offer of a substitute.*

.

When Mr. Sawbridge's Mayoralty expired, Captain
Kirke, a regulating Captain, applied to the new Lord
Mayor, Sir Thomas Halifax, at a Court of Aldermen, on
the 10th December, 1776, to back the press warrants for

*.The claim of exemption seemed to imply a legality in the warrant,
:-V~lch was not approved of by those who are of opinion that impressing
IS illegal.-Rem.
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the city. He attended at the COllrt, at Guildhall, and was
c'llJed in, when he mformed the Court that he was ordered
to wait upon the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen by
the Secretary to the Lords of the Admiralty, in order to
mention that the impress service could not be carried on
with so much ease and effect in the city of London as the
service required, without the assistance and support of the
civil marristrate, and therefore wished that tbe Court would
direct thOeconstables in the several wards to aid and assist
him and his officers when required. He was asked whether
he was ordered to wait upon the Lord Mayor only, or the
Court of Aldermen; he said upon the Lord Mayor, but as
the Court was silting, he tbought it his duty to desire their
compliance with his request.

Mr. Alderman Wooldridge moved, That this Court does
not consider the application made by Captain Ki1"k, as
properly made to this,Court j which motionwas carried by
a great majority. Mr. Alderman Harley said that he chose
to avow his principles, and desired that Captain Kirk
mirrht be called in, and that he should inform him that,
wh~tever miO"htbe the resolution of the Court, he should
back the pr~ss warrants, and give every assistaQce in his
power to the officers employed to. impress in the city.
Upon this, Mr. Alderman Wooldridge said he wondered
that any single member could think of making such a decla-
ration to the regulating Captain in the Court, at the very
moment the Court had come to a resolution to take no
notice of his application. In tbis opinion he was supported
by several of tbe

.

Aldermen; and at last, ~1r. .Harley said
that he should indulge the gentlemen by gomg mto another
room to communicate his intention to Captain Kirk, which
he accordinglydid j and, on.his r,eturn, informed t.he<?our~,
that he had promised Captam Kzrk to protect hnn In hIS
impress business, and backed his warrants, wbich he hoped
would answer the purpose. Upon this, the Lord Mayor
declared, that he would order the city marshals and con-
stables to do their duty, and seize every person who dared
to impress in the city; and that if any person so impressed
came before him, he should set him at liberty, and commit
the officer for a breach of the peace, unle5s he found
sureties for his appearance at the quarter sessions; and then
called the City Marshals, and ordered them to do their duty,
and not to fail to bring such persons before him as should
be found impressing in the city.

Notwithstanding this declaration of the Lord Mayor, the
press-O"anO"scame into the city and impressed several per-
sons. " 0;1 tbe 16th of December, three Lieutenants of
the navy, and a mate of the Culloden man-of-war, were
brought before the Aldermen Lewes, Lee, fVooldridge,
and Plom.er, at Guildhall, for impressing two men the same
day within the city. Charles Sotter, who was one of the
persons impressed, said that he was seized by one of the
defendants, all of whom surrounded him, and he was
delivered by them to one of their gang, in order to be
taken on board the tender; that several Constables of the
Ward of Lime street interfered, and told the officers that
they had received particular directions from Sir Watkins
Lewes, the Alderman of that ward, not to suffer any press-
gang to take any person away without his having been first
brought before a Magistrate. The officers offered to attend
the Constables to Guildhall, where they justified what they
had done uoder a warr<!nt from the Lords Commissioners of
the Admiralty, endorsed by Mr. Alderman Harley, in these
word~:

LONDON,to wit: To all Constables and others whom this
may cooeern. Let this warrant be executed \vithin this
City and Liberties. Given under my hand and seal the
10th day Qf December, 1776. T HROMAS ARLEY.

The boclyofthis warrant contained an authority to im-
.press seamen and seafaring men for his Majesty's service,
:and was directed to Captain Balfour, of the Culloden.
Under this warrant, and the endorsement thereon, the
officers of the na~y contended they had a right to impress
within the city of London, and to take the person so im-
pressed immediately on board the tender; that before Mr.
Harley had given his sanction, they had frequently done
so; that their usual mode was, after seizing the man, to call
a coach and drive to the tower. 011 being asked by the
alderman, whether they considered a fi'eeman of London
exempt, they refused directly to answer that question; but

afterwards Captain Lloyd said he believed he should pay
respect to the copy of a man's freedom, and if he had any
doubts respecting the propriety of such conduct, he should
leave tbe determination to the regulating Captain, Kirke.
The other complainant appeared to be a pensioner, and
when he was seized, produced his ticket, and showed a scar
on his head, where his skull was fractured in an engagement
the last war. This poor fellow, it is feared, will lose his
pension, unless the Lords of the Admiralty are properly
acquainted that he was compelled to take so active a part in
this transaction. Mr. Justice TVilmot attended the exami-
nation, and received a severe rebuke for his interference
from the Aldermen, who observed that they should have
thought it unbecoming in them to have opposed the execu-
tion of the law at his office; that he had insinuated the
defendants were in the disgraceful situation of prisoners,
whereas they had no idea of treating them in any other
character than that of gentlemen; that they (the aldermen)
were no strangers to the motive that brougbt on the present
hearing, which was to gain, in a course of proceeding, a
legal determination of the grand question respecting press
warrants. The defendants refused to find bail, and were
thereupon committed to Wood street compteI'.

Next day, December 17, a consultation was held by the
Attorney and Solicitor General, and Mr. PVallace,respect-
ing the four Lieutenants then in custody, and it was advised
to bail them, which was done.

Copy of the Warrant of Commitment.
To all and every the Constables and other Officers of the

Peace for the City of London, and the Liberties thereof,
whom these may concern, and to the Keeper of Wood
street compteI'.
LONDON,to wit: These are in his Majesty's name, to

command you, and every of you, forthwith safely to cOn-
vey and deliver into the custody of the said keep,er, the
bodiesof ThomasLloyd, David Ramsey, John Hzlls, and
William Colville, being charged before us, his Majesty's
Justices of the Peace, in and for the said city and liberties,
by the oath of Chades Sotter, John Hutchins, John Holmes,
and Thomas Hasted, for sev~ally assaulting them, the said
Charles Sotter and John Hutchins, in Lime street, in the
said city of London, this day, in breach of his said Majesty's
peace, whom you, the said keeper, are hereby required to
receive, and in your custody safely keep for want of sureties,
until they shall be severally discharged by due course of
law; and for your so doing this shall be to you, and each
of you, a sufficient warrant.

Given under our hands and
cember, 1776.

seals the 16th day of De-

\V ATKIN LEWES,

\V ILLIAM PLOMER,

\V ILLIAM LEE,

THOMAS WOOLDRIDGE.

Thus endorsed: To the Keeper of Wood Street CompteI'.

LONDON,to wit: Discharge out of custody the within
named Thomas Lloyd, David Ramsey, John Hills, and
Charles Colville, they having entered into a recognisance
with sureties before me for their personal appearance at the
next Sessions of the Peace to be holden for this city.

Given under my hand and seal this 17th day of Decem-
ber, 17i6. GEORGEHAYLEY.

London, October 30, 1776,

Sixteen ships of the line were put into commission. A
little time after, more ships were put into commission.
The press was to man this fleet.

[This armament was suddenly resolved upon. Many
reasons were assigned for it, such as, other Powers, par-
ticularly France, being arming j the probability of a war
between Spain and Portugal, &c. On tbis occasion great
numbers of the naval officers waited on the Lords of the
Admiralty and offered their services; those who had interest
got ships, &c. It was observed, and mentioned to Admiral
Keppel, that he had not waited on the Admiralty Board
and offered his services, as others had done. To which he
answered: "If the necessities of the times called fo(' his
services, and he knew it was the King's desire, he was
ready to do his duty, but not in the line of Am&ica."]-
Rem.
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ORDER IN Ct"IUNCIL.

At the Court of St. James's, the 25th day of October,
1776: . ., ,

Present, the King's most excellent l\TaJesty In ,CouncIl.
Whereas it is requisite for the publick safety, III th.e pre-

sent conjuncture of affairs, to prevent the e~porta.tlon ?f
provisions: It is therefore hereby ord.ered ?y hIs Majesty. In
Council that an embargo be fortbwlth laid upon all slllps
and ves~els laden, or to be laden, in the ports of Great
Britain, with black cattle and hogs, beef, butter, pork" and
cheese, or any sort of provisions, exc~pt ti3h, corn, or gra~n of
any kind, or pulse; and that the saId emb~rgo do contInue
and remain upon such ships and vessels tIll fu.rther order:
But it is his Majesty's pleasure that the saId embargo
shall not extend to any ships or vessels that shall be em-
~loYed in carryinO' provisions to any of his Majesty's West-
India Islands, or fo any of his Majesty's Coloni~s in North
America (except the Colonies of New-Hampshzre, Massa-
chusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New- York, New-
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the tbree lower Counties on D~laware,
]l,<laryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, South- Carohna, and
Georgia,) or to his Majesty's forts and settlemen~s on the
coast of Afi'ica, or the island of St. Helena; provided that
the owners of such ships or vessels do make oath, .on !he
entry of such ships or vessels, of the due destmatlon
thereof to tbe place to which such ships or ~essels sh.all be
so entered to clear out as aforesaid, and do give security by
bond to the proper officers of the customs of the port. at
which such ships or vessels shall enter and clear out, wIth
two other able and sufficient securities, in treble the value
of the cargo of such provisions, for the performance of the
conditions therein specified; and do thereby engage, that
such ships and vessels shall proceed under convoy of one
of his Majesty's ships, and, shall not desert th.e ?onvoy on
their voyage; and likewIse to produce, wIthm twelve
months from the date of such bond, from the propel' officer
of the customs of the port to which such ships or vessels
shall 0'0 certificates of their bavin g delivered their cargoeso ,

dat the places for which they sball have been entered; an
no such bonds or securities shall be delivered up but on
the production of such certificates. And his Majesty is
hereby further pleased to order, that the said e[~bargo shall
not extend to any ship or vessel actually retal,ned or em-
ployed in his Majesty's service, n?r to any ship or vess~1
which shall be laden by the especial order, and under tlie
direction of the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Trea-
sury, or the Lords Commissioners of .the ~dmir,alty, with
any kind of provisions for the use of his Majesty s fleets.01'
armies. And the Right Honourable the Lords Comm~s-
sioners of his Majesty's Treasur~, and the Lords <?om,?IS-
sioners of the Admiralty are to gIVetbe necessary directions
for carrying the same into execution, so far as to them shall
respectively appertain.

G. CHETWYND.

ORDER IN COUNCIL.

At the Court of St. James's, the 25th day of October,
1776:

Present,~the King's most excellent Majesty in Council.
Whereas his Majesty was pleased by bis order in Council

of the 26tb of January last, to lay an embargo upon all
ships and vessels laden. or to b~ .Iaden in the ports of the
Kinudom of Ireland, wIth prOVl,Slonsof any kmd, (except
as ~herein excepted): And whereas his Majesty was
pleased, by another order in Council of the 14th of Feb-
ruary following, to declaJ:ethat the said embargo should not
extend to corn or grain of any kind: And whereas it hath
been represented, that the said embargo hath in many in-
stances been evaded: It is hereby ordered by his Majesty in
Council, that an embargo be fort.hwith laid upon all ships
and vessels lanen or to be laden III any of the ports of the
Kingdom of Irelandt with black cattle and hogs, beef,
pork, butter, and cheese, or any sort of provisions, except

.. This is II.most extraordinary order of Cou~c.il. I.t is no l~ss than
giving the Ministry a monopoly of aJI the provIsIons In the KIngdom.
The merchants must not traden nor speculate in provisions. Th~ J?lan-
tel'S must not feed their slaves, but to such an amount as the l\hmstry
please. It wi]] most essentially benefit t~e contractors of provision."
for the army in .'lmerica, and it is not qUIte clear of suspICIOn that It
was issued at their request.-Remembrancer.

t This is the first instance of such an order respecting [rcland.-Rem.
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fish corn or O'rainof any kind, or pulse; and that the said, , 0
h h ' dembargo do continue and rem~in, up?n suc. s IpSan ves-

sels till further order. But It IS hIS Majesty s pleasure,
that the said embargo do not extend 'to ships or vessels
bringinO' cattle of any kind, salted beef, pork, bacon, a.nd
butter from Ireland into this Kingdom, pursuant to the lib-
erty granted for that purpose by an ~ct passed in the last
session of Parliament; nor to any ship or vessel that shall
be employed in carrying provisions, to an'y of,his Maj~sty:s
West-India Islands, or to any of his Majesty s Colonies. III
North America (except the Colonies of New-lIampshzre,
Massachusett~-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New~ York,
New-Jersey, Pennsylvam:a, the three lower CountIes on
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-
Carolina and Georgia,) or to his Majesty's forts and set-
tlements 'on the coast of Africa, or to the island of St.
Helena; provided that the owners of such ships and vessels
do make oath on the entry of such ships and, vessels, of ~he
due destination thereof to the place for whICh such shIps
and vessels shall be so entered to clear out as aforesaid, and
do give security by bond to the proper officers of the cus-
toms, at the pOit at which such ships and vess,elsshall ~~ter
and clear out with two other able and sufficIent seclintleS,
in treble the 'value of the cargo of such provisions, for the
performance of the conditions therein specified, and do
thereby engage, that such. ships .and ,vess.els shaH proceed
under convoy of one of hI? Majesty s shIps! an~ shall not
desert their convoy on their voyage; and likewise to pro-
duce within twelve months fi'om the date of such bond,
from'the properofficerof the custo,?s at the port ,to wh!ch
such ships or vessels shaH go, certificates o~ their havIng
delivered their cargoes at the places for whIch they shall
have been entered; and no such bonds or securities shall
be deliver~d up before the production of such certificates.
And his Majesty is hereby further pleas.ed to order, that the
said embargo shall not extend to any ship or vessel actually
retained or employed in his Majesty's service, n~r to any
ship or vessel which shall be laden by t1;e ~s~eclal orde~,
and under the directions of the Lords Commissioners of his
Majesty's Treasury, or,of the Lor~~ Commissioners of t~e
Admiralty, with any km~ of provIsIons. for the use of Ills
Majesty's tleets and armws. And hJS ExceHency Earl
Harcourt, Lord Lieutenant of his Majesty's Kingdom of
Ireland, is to give the necessary directions for causing the
said embargo to be strictly observed in that Kingdom.

G. CHETWYND.

SILAS DE4NE TO TBE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, October 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have purchased two hundred
~ tons of

powder, and ordered the same to be shipped to Martinico,
to the care of Monsieur Deant, to direction of Mr. Bing-
ham for your use. The first cost is eighteen sols per
pou~d, or ten pence sterling. . The charges ~ill be added,
the amount of which I have not as yet ascertamed, and the
interest at five per cent. until payment. .I must again urge you to hasten your r~mlttances. To~
bacco rice indiO'o,wheat, and flour, are m great demand,
and ~ust be so fhrough the year'. Tobacco is nine stivers
per pound in H;olland; rice fiftyshillings sterling per hun,dred
weiuht; flour ISalready from twenty to twenty-three Ilvres
per °hundred weiO"ht and rising. I have engaged a sale for
twenty thousanl'hogs~eads of tobacco, the. amount of whi?h
will establish the credit of the Congress wIth tbe mercantile
interest in France and Holland. Let me urge your atten-
tion to these articles, though I must say your silence ever
since the 5th of June last, discourages me at times; indeed
it well nigh distracts me. From whatever cause the silence
has happened, it has greatly prejudiced the affairs of the
United Colonies of America, and, so far as tbe success of
our cause depended on the friendship and aid of Powers on
this side the globe, has occasioned the greatest hazard_and
danger, and thrown me into a state of anxiety and perplex-
ity which no words can express. I have made one eXCUSe
after another until my invention is exhausted, and when I
find vessels arriving from different ports in America, which
sailed late in August, without a line for me, it gives our
friends here apprehensions that the assertions of our ene-
mies, who say you are n~gotiating and compounding, are



1235.
CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1236

true; otherwise, say they, where are your letters and direc-
tions? Surely, say they, if the Colonies were -in earnest,
and unanimous in their independence, even if they wanted
no assistance from hence, common civility would cause
them to announce in form their Independent States. I
will make no other comment on the distressing subject
than this. Were there no hopes of obtaining assistance on
application in a publick manner, I should be easier under
your silence; but when the reverse is the case, to lose the
present critically favourable moment, and hazard thereby
the ruin of the greatest cause in which mankind were ever
engaged, distresses my soul, and I would if possible express
something of what I have undergone for the last three
months, until hope itself has almost deserted me.

I do not complain for myself, but for my country, thus
unaccountably suffering from I know not what causes.

I am, gentlemen, with most respectful compliments to
the honourable Congress, &c., S DILAS EANE.

SILAS DEANE TO ROBERT MORRIS.

October 25, 1776.

DEARSIR: I have received no letter from you since the
4th and 5th August last, nor any intelJigence fi'om the
Congress since the 5th June, which not only surprises but
distresses me. I now send to care of Monsieur Deant two
hundred tons of a necessary article, to be at your orders for
use of the Congress. The freight is to be paid in Martinico
as customary, and I wish you to ship it for the ports of the
Colonies in such a manner and such quantit~es in a vessel
as you shall judge most prudent, advising the Congress of
your having received it, and the methods you are taking to
ship it to them, praying them to remit you the amount
of the freight, as you must make friends in 1Ylartinico for
advancing the same.

I wish you could write me often, and inform me very
particularly what letters you receive from me directed im-
mediately to you, and what ones for other persons. By
this I shall know'which of my letters fail.

I am, with great respect, &c., SILASDEANE. .

P. S. Forward the enclosed under cover and with the
usual directions in case of capture.

EXTRACT OF A, LETTER FROM NORTH-CAROLINA, DATED
OCTOBER 25; 1776.

A gentleman who accompanied General Rutherford on
the e:\{peditionagainst the Cherokees of the Middle and
Valley settlements, having just returned, we take this
opportunity of communicating to you per post the intelli-
gence which he brings.

General Rutherford, with his whole force, amounting to
about two thousand privates, exclusive of pack-horsemen,
marched from the head of Catawba river on the 1st of Sep-
tember, and arrived unmolested and undiscovered within
thirty miles of the Middle settlements. From thence he

- ordered a detachment of one thollsand men, by forc.ed
marches, against the towns, in order to su!'prise the enemy.
:The detachment, on their way, were attacked by about
thirty Indians, who fired and immediately fled, having
wounded one man in the foot. It is but justice to our
troops to observe that when they were fired on, and expected
the enemy on every side, the only contention among them
was who should be foremost to share the danger and the
promised fight. The detachment, without further inter-
ruption, proceeded to the towns, (which the Indians had
evacuated before their arrival,) and destroyed them. From
hence about nine hundred men, under the command of
General Rutherford, who had left the main body, taking ten
d~ys' provision, marched on against the Valley settlements.
They found great difficulties, and were much embarrassed,
and for want of an intelligent pilot, crossed the mountains
at an unaccustomed place, by which means they were to
their great mortification, disappointed of an encounter with
about five hundred Indians, who were then, and had been
for several days before, lying in ambuscade, on the common
crossing-place. Two days after this, Colonel Williamson,
with the South-Carolina troops, crossing at the usual place,
fell into the ambuscade, was attacked, and left twelve
killed and twenty wounded, but defeated and put the enemy

to rout, with the loss of about fourteen killed. Their loss
is supposed to be much greater, but only fourteen were
found upon the ground. General Rutherford destroyed the
greater part of the Valley towns, kill~d twelve and took
nine lndians, and made prisoners seven white men, from
whom he got four negroes, a considerable quantity of stock
and deer leather, about one hundred weight of gunpowder,

,

and two hundred weight of lead, to the amount of twenty-
five hundred pounds, proc., which they were conveying to
Mobile. Colonel Williamson, with the Sou(f}-Carolina
forces, nowjoined General Rutherford, and having destroy~d
all the towns, the corn, and every thing which might be of
service to the Indians, it was determined by the command-
ing officers to return to their respective ,States, it being
impracticable to go against the Overhill Cherokees, the
gap through the mountains being impassable for an army in
case of opposition. General Rutherford's army was never
opposed by any considerable body of Indians. He lost
three men only.

He supposes many of the Indians lay concealed in the
mountains, that some had gone to the Overhills, but that the
greater part had fled southwestward to Coosawatee river,
bordering on the Upper Creeks. Should the Virginia army
meet any signal success against the Overhills, or should
they only destroy their towns and com, we flatter ourselves
that the southern States will suffer no further damage this
season from the savages, as it will employ their whole time
to provide sustenance for their squaws and children.

In Council, at Williamsburg, Octqber 25, 1776.

Ordered, That all the soldiers belonging to Captain
Smith's Minute company attend at Gloucester Court-House,
on the first Thursday in November next, being court day,
in order to receive their pay from William Yates, Esq.,
Mustermaster-General of the Southern department, who is
requested to attend for that purpose.

ARCHIBALDBLAIR, Cl. Con.i.

Williamsburg, October 25, 1776.

By a gent1eman from Fort Pitt we learn that eleven
settlers at the mouth of weeling, about fifty miles b.elow
that post, were killed by the T(lawahs, Wyondots, lYIin-
goes, and other disaffected Indians, on the 9th of this
iastan t.

CAPTAIN WATKINS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Annapolis,October 25,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to your order I have called up
the men that's now here under my command, and have
made them acquainted with the resolve of Convention
respecting the enrolment of the companies of Artillery.
Twenty-five of them tells me they will inlist under the
resolve, and from the disposition of many others, I think
they will in a little time come into the company.

H. WATKINS,Jun.
To honourable Council of Safety.

WILLIAM JOHNSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Fell's Point, October 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I received a line from you requiring me to
make tents for Captains Hol(and and Harris's company of
Harford County, but as I cannot get canvas here, must
refer to you for procuring tfie same, if to be had at Annap-
olis.

I shall be always proud to obey any orders that I may
receive from your honourable Board.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM JOHNSON.

To the honourable Council of Safety.

JOHN ENNALLS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
October 25, 1776.

GENTLEMt:N:Please to direct a Court-Martial for the
trial of Stanley Cook, a Lieutenant in the Nineteenth Bat-
talion, for misbehaviour, and you'll oblige your humble
servant, JOHN ENNALLS.

To the honourable Council of Safety.
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EXT;RACT OF A LETTER FROjllTUE SEC;RET COMMITTEE TO

THOMAS MORRIS, DATED OCTOBER Q5, 1776. -

SIR : You will receive herewith a copy of our letter of
the 16th instant, whereby you are appointed- our agent to
superintend' all our business in Europe. This goes by
the Continental ship-of-war called the Reprisal, Lambert
weeks, commander.

The value of this indigo is particularly intended to be
lodged with your banker in Paris, for the use and subject
to the order of Dr. Franklim, Silas Deane, and Arthur
Lee, &c.

The Reprisal, Captain Weeks, will make but a short
stay at Nantes, as she will immediately proceed on a cruise,
and if fortunate, some of the prizes may probably be sent
into some of the ports of France. The Commissioners wiU
apply at Court for the liberty and protection of their ports.
If this should be granted, it's probable that they may also
permit the sale of prizes there, and in such case, the prizes,
or such parts of their cargoes as are to be sold in France,
wiU be put under your direction. You lIJust take care that
every thing is disposed of to the best advantage, apply the
proceeds to the payments we have ordered you to make on
account of the publick, and render us very exact accounts
of what you credit us in this way, and a particular account
of sales of each prize. Should Captain Weeks take any
specie, he will pay it to you or the Commissioner, or to
their or your order for the same purpose, and you must
grant him receipts for the same, expressing that you receive
it for the use of the United States of America, and that he
is to be repaid by Congress.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

PhiIadeJphia, October 25, 1776.

SIR: The Marine Committee, bdng desirous to get the
Continental frigates to sea as quickly as possible, request the
favour of you to provide sixty-four cannon for the use of the
frigate building in New-Hampshire and one of those in
Massachusetts, fifty-two of these cannon to carry twelve-
pound shot, and twelve of them to carry fom-pound shot.
The proof that Congress have contracted for the other
cannon to under.go is, for the first proof, a weight of powder
equal to the weight of one shot, on which charge two shot
and three wads. The second proof is powder equal to two-
thirds of the weight of one shot, with the same shot and
wad as in the first. We wish, sir, that the above-mentioned
cannon may undergo similar proof.

Should the ship building in Connecticut not be in equal
forwardness with the New-Hampshire frigate, we shall be
well pleased if the latter is immediately furnished with the
g~ns provided for the former, ad.ding thereto as many as
wIll make the number twenty-sIx twelves and six four-
pounders. The Connecticut frigate, we hope, may be fur-
nished in due time from the guns above desired to be pro-
vided for the New-Hampshire frigate.

Your well-known zeal in the common cause gives us
perfect confidence that you will do herein what will most
contribute to promote and expedite the publick service.

We are, sir, your humble servants.
To Governour Trumbull, of Connecticut.

GOVERNOUR LIVINGSTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Re~d October 30,1776: referred to Dr. Rush, Mr. Ross, Mr. Lynch.]

Elizabethtown, October 25, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I beg leave to transmit you the enclosed on
the su.bject. I had the honou~ to write the Congress upon
som~ tune SInC~. .1 cannot relieve the men, and yet receive
partICular applications about it.

I am, sir, your most humble
WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

P. S. You forgot to send me the instructions for priva-
teer's bond, &c.

Bridgewater, in Somerset County, October 14, 1776.

. SIR:. I have the ~onour of recei~ing your Excellen~y's
lIIstructlOns . of 8th mstant, concernmg the prisoners in this
County, whIch seems to respect such prisoners onJy as have

belonged to the Briti;h soldiery, of which kind we have bu~
one in this County to my knowledge; but a long illness, of
which I am now closely confined, prevents my knowing
much of the publick concerns of the County. We have,
however, a few prisoners confined at the gaol of this County
by your Excellency's orders, which are chiefly seamen
of whom, with the one soldier, you have an exact list en-
closed.

Should your Excellency be of opinion tbat these prisoners
will be taken in exchange, and that it is necessary they
should be sent to Brnnswick, you will please to favour me
with your further instructions for that purpose; but should
you be of opinion that they will not be taken in exchange,
I would then beg YOUl"Excellency's attention to their situa-
tion, which is something particular.

Your Excellency has. been informed that their clothing
was chiefly left at New- York, owing to the great hurry and
confusion in which they were sent from thence. I would
therefore humbly propose to your consideration the sending
one of them, viz: Captain Duncan Campbell, (who is said
to be a gentleman of strict honour,) to New- York on
parole, to inquire after their baggage and clothing.

It may al~o deserve your Excellency's attention that two
young men among these prisoners, viz: Robert Colefox and
IJ,ichard Williams, are natives of New-England; that one
of them was employed in the Continental service; that they
both fell into the hands of the enemy by misTortune,where
they were confined and detained a great while as prisoners,
and thought themselves very happy in being retaken by
their friends. The consequen<;eof which is that they have
lost their clothing. and are kept in confinement by those
who ought to befrIend them; they are now almost destitute
of clothing to cover them, and both tell me they will suffer
perpetual impri!!oument rather than be exchanged and
return to the British army or navy. On tbe contrary they
were discbarged, and at liberty to go and see thei-r relations
and frjends, several of whom are now in the Continental
service. They would undoubtedly enter into the same
service either by sea or land.

I apprehend they are all now considered as Continental
prisoners, and wholly at the disposal of tbe Congress.
But should your Excellency please to .furnish the honoura-
ble Continental Congress with a propel' - state of facts
respecting them, they surely would not hesitate a moment
to take order in the matter.

I shall wait your Excellencv's further orders for the
removal of the prisoners to Brunswick. In tbe interim I
have the honour to be your Excellency's very bumble
servant,

ROWLAND CHAMBERS.

To His Excellency William Livingston, Esq.

P. S. Since writing the above, I am informed that Peleg
Mansfield is in the same situation with the two last above-
mentioned prisoners. .

R. C.

An: acc~unt of Prisoners taken in the three following Ves-
sels Jrom HALIFAX, bound to SANDy-HoOK, by Captain
WILLIAM ROGERS, in the .MONTGOMERYPrivateer off
FIRE-IsLAND Creek, south side of LONG-IsI,AND, 'and
now confined in SOMERSE'rGaol, in the State of NEW-_

JERSEY.

1st. Sloop Phrenix's crew-John Broom, master; John
Deacon, seaman; George Clandair, passenger.

2d. Sloop Sally's crew-Solomon Smith, master;. Seth
Williams, mate; Richard Williams, seaman; Robert Cole-

fox, do.; Calvin Hethway, do.; Edward Cannabal, a boy"
Daniel Dunbar, passenger. '

3d. Sloop 1J'Iary's crew-,,-Duncan Campbell, master;
John Farrel, seaman; Peleg Mansfield, do.; Andrew
Mitchell, passenger; Michael Tabbin, do.; Alexander
McMullen, do.

.

There is also a soldier, taken prisoner in the engagement
on Long-Island, whose name is John lYright.

October 14th, 1776.

N. B. Four of the Phrenix's crew, and one of the
j}lary's, have entered into the Continent~1 service, and
are gone to Philadelphia; their names are not inserted
here.
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FnOM FORT LEE, DATED OCTOBER
25, 1776.

Head-Quarters is now above twenty miles from this place,
and we have but little news we can depend upon till a day
or two after the transaction. To-da'y, indeed, I heard the
following, whieh may be worth communicating: One of
the vessels up the North River came before Dobbs's Ferry
with an intention to cut off the communication. She lay
there one day undisturbed; but last night two field-pieces
were sent down, and early this morning began to play upon
her. They hulled her eleven times out of fifteen. She
hoisted sail, but could make no way for want of wind, and
was obliged to put out her boats and be towed off; all
which time she was exposed to our fire. It is hoped this
drubbing will prevent such manreuvres for the future, and
oblige the pirates to keep aloof. I !'iminformed that several
brigades of our army moved this day up to WhiJe-Plains;
so that almost all the army is now at that place. Little
skirmishes happen almost every day; but they are thought
so little of that they seldom are mentioned as news. The
most considerable was that with Rogers's. party, in which
a number was killed and wounded, thirty-six prisoners, with
sixty stand of arms. Two of the prisoners prove to be spies,
and one a deserter from us. These, I hope, will be made
examples of. Several Hessians have been taken since.

October 26.-P. S. ~ince I wrote the above, I leam
that the enemy have got between King's Bridge and
White-Plains. That ground was ]e[t vacant by the remo-
val of the brigades I have mentioned. A Captain's guard
only was left over some provisions till it could be moved.
This day about noon the Captain discovered about one
hundred Light-Horse and as many Infantry l11akin~that
way!owards him. He retreated to Fort Iu,dependence,and
the enemy continued their route. Whether this was only
a foraging party, or whether sent to take the ground whicb
we had left, I cannot tell. If the latter, I belie.veit will not
be disagreeable. It is probable the brigades were moved
higher up on purpose to give the enemy an opportunity of
getting in, when they will not be very likely to get out
undisturbed.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read November 4, 1776.]

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, October 25, 1776.

SIR: The whole of our army is now here and on the
neighbouring heights, except the troops left at Mount Wash-
ington and King's Bridge, (about fourteen hundred at the
former and six hundred at the latter,) and General Lee's
division, which now forms the rear, and which is on their
march. Our removal and that of the stores have been
attended with a great deal of trouble, owing to the scarcity
and difficulty of procuring wagons. However, they are
nearly effected and without any loss. )'he General officers
are now reconnoitring the several passes leading from the
enemy, that the most important may be immediately se-
cured. The situation of their army remains nearly the
same as when I had the honour of addressing you on the
21st instant. It differs in nothing, unless it is that their
main body is more collected about New-Rochelle. A few
of their troops are extended as far as ~[omarioneck.

On Monday night a detachment of our men, under the
command of Colonel Hazlet, was sent out to surprise and
cut off Major Rogers if possible, with his regiment, which
was posted there. By some accident or another, the expe-
dition did I)ot succeed so well as.could have been wished.
However, our advanced party, led on by Major Greene, of
the First Virginia. Regiment, fell in with their out-guards
and brought off thirty-six prisoners, sixty muskets, and some
blankets. The number killed is not certainly known, but
it is reported by an officer who was there, that he counted
about twenty-five. Our loss, two killed, and ten or twelve
wounded; among the latter, Major Greene, whose recovery
is very doubtful.

On Wednesday there was also a smart skirmish between
a party of Colonel Hand's Riflemen, abOl.!ttwo hundred and
forty, and nearly the same number of Elessian Chasseurs,
in which the latter were put to the rout. Our men buried
ten of them on the field, and took two prisoners, one badly
wounded. We sustained nO other lossthan havi~g one lad
wounded, supposed mortally.

, The ships-of-war that are. in the Nort~ River fell down
yesterday morning or the evening before to Dobbs's Ferry,
to prevent our bringing stores from below by water, and
the removal of those that are landed there. As soon as
the wagons employed in bringing the baggage and stores of
General Lee's division are disengaged, they will be imme-
diately sent to assist those already there to remove them.

On Saturday night we had the misfortune to lose one of
the new ships intended to be sunk for obstructing the chan-
nel. She parted her cables in a severe squall, when l1ro-
perly ballasted, and bilged as soon as she struck the shore.
The other ship was sunk well, and yesterday morning two
brigs (both ready) were sent down for the same purpose.

About two o'clock this afternoon, jntelligence was bl'Ought
to Head-Quarters that three or four detachments of the
enemy were on toeir march, and had advanced within about -
four miles of this place. It has been fully confirmed since,
by a variety of persons who have been out to reconnoitre.
Their number cannot be ascertained, but.it is generally con-
jectured that the detachments are or will be succeeded by
as many columns, composing their main body. Our drums
have beat to arms, and men ordered to their several posts.
Most probably some important event is upon the eve of
taking place. I hope it will be victory in favour of our
arms. General Lee, with his division, has not got up, but
I hear he is on his march.

Experiment having proved it difficult, if not impossible,
to prevent the enemy from possessing the navigation of the
North River, and rendering the communication and inter-
course between the States divided by it extremely hazard-
ous and precarious by means of their ships-of-war, it has
become a matter of important consideration how to remedy
the evil, and to guard against the consequences which may
result from it. I am charged by his Excellency to men-
tion it to Congress as :f matter that employed much of his
thought, and that seems worthy of their most serious atten-
tion. He has communicated it to several of the General
and other officers, and to many gentlemen of sense and dis-
cernment, who all agree with him not only upon the pro-
priety, but the absolute necessity that two distinct armies
should be formed, one to act particularly in the States
which lay on the east, the other in those that are on the
south of the river. The whole however to be raised on
a general plan, and not to' be confined to any particular
place by the terms of inlistment. These matters, the ap-
parent difficulty and perhaps impracticability of succours
being thrown across the river while the enemy can com-
mand it, have induced his Excellency to submit the mea'"
sure to their consideration; not knowing how their operations
may be directed, and foreseeing that innumerable evils may
arise if a respectable force is not appointed to oppose their
arms wheresoever they are carried.

I have the honour to be, in great haste, sir, your most
obedient servant, R H HOBT. . ARRISON.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Harlem Heights, October 21, 1776.
(Paro]e, Heath.) (Countersign, Sullivan.)

The hurried situation of the General for the two last
days having prevented him from paying that attention to
Colonel Glover, and the officers and soldiers who were with
him in the skirmish on Friday last, that their merit and
good behaviour deserved, he flatters himself that his thanks,
though delayed, will. nevertheless be acceptable to them,
as they are offered with great sincerity and cordiality. At
the same time he hopes that every other part of the army
wiJl do their duty with equal duty and zeal whenever called
upon, and that neither dangers, difficulties, or hardships will
discourage soldiers engaged in the cause of liberty, and con-
tending lor all that freemen hold dear and valuable.

Head-Quarters, White Plains, October 23, 1776.
(Paro]e, Denlon.) (Countersign, Chester.)

The guard of the camp are to be mounted from the sev-
eral divisions of the army. Their numbers to be fixed, and
their post assigned them, by the General Officers of that
division. General Spencer's division to furnish the main
guard, Quartermastel"-General's, and Commissary-General's
guard, bullock guard, and provost guard.
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It has been observed with some concern, that scouting
parties go out without any advanced or flaI~king parties,
both which are absolutely necessary for their safety and
success, and which they must have on all occasions.

The commanding officers of regiments should, on all
marches, draw provisions for the ,":agoners who atten.d
them, and gi\.e them all possible assl5tance. When their
ba(7(TaO'e is unloaded the y should have the teams drawn up,00 0
set a guard over them, and prevent any loss of the horses,
or abuse of the drivers, and take care of them till they are
ordered away. .

Any officer, or soldier, who shall presume to meddle
with any horses belonging to the pub]ick, or any other not
his own property, will be severely punished. And all offi-
cers of the army are requested to stop soldiers who are
ridinO'about without saddles, until they give an account of
then~elves, and if they are found breaking orders, to send
the offender to the guard, and the horse to the Quarter-
master-General, or to Head-Quarters.

Head-Quarters, White Plains, October 24, 1776.
(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)

CommandinO' officers of regiments are immediately to
have necessari~ dug, decently covered, at a small distance
from their encampments. They are every day to be cov-
ered over with fresh earth, and once a week to be filled up
and new ones dug. All bones, meat, and other dirt of the
camp, to be carefully gathered up every day. Those regi-
ments. who .have not appointed camp colour men, are to
do it immediately, and it is the duty of the Quartermaster
to see that they do their duty. Two men from every com-
pany to be appointed. If officers would reflect how much
cleanliness would conduce to their own health, and that of
their men, they would want no inducement to attend to it
particularly.

..'The Brigade-Majors of General Spencer's division, are
immediately to form a Court-Martial, a Colonel to preside.

General Sullivan's division to furnish its proportion of
the detail made yesterday for home guards.

Rolls are to be called three times every day, and the
General begs the officers to eJtert themselves to keep their
men from straggling away from the camp. Officers and

.

men would do well to reflect that their safety, their lives,
and the liberty of their country, may depend on their being
at hand in case of alarm. Any man who is found half a
mile from the camp, not on command, will be punished very
severely..

All the officerswho have assisted in the works to meet at
Colonel Putnam's quarters, just above Head-Quarters, at
three o'clock this afternoon, in order to layout a number of
works. The Engineers are to proportion the intrenching
tools at this place among the several grand divisions, and
after to-day to apply to each General commanding such
division for such numbers of men as may be wanted for
the several works, who are to begin to work at nine o'clock
in the morning, and continue working till four in the after-
noon.

Brigade-Majors are to have their returns completed im-
mediately.

General Heath's and General Sullivan's divisions not
having complied with yesterday's orders to furnish thirty
mel'l, they are to do it to~morrow without fail, and to be
more careful in future. .

It being absolutely necessary that the teams should be
collected, in order to be arranged by the Quartermaster-
General, the commanding officers of regiments are imme-
diately to send to the parade, at the Court-House, every
team not under an actual order to march.

No officer to take any team for any use without an order
from Head.Quarters or the .Quartermaster-General..

The commanding officers of brigades and regiments, who
at any time may be supplied with teams, are to take partic-
ular care that the drivers of wagons in their employ are
regularly supplied with grain and hay for their horses. if
such provender can be obtained in the neighborhood of
their respective camps. If the owners of such provender
refuse to sell, such commanding officers are to order tbeir
Quartermasters to collect as much provender as will be
necessary for the publick horses in their service, 'and give
certificates to the owners of tbe provender of what the
Quartermasters may receive or take.

GENERAL COURT~lIJARTIAL.

Proceedings of a General Court-Martial held at the Court-
HOU$ein the WHITE-PLAINS,by order of His Excellency
GEORGEWASHINGTON,Esq., General and Commander-
in- Chief of all the Forces raised, or to be raised, in the
UNITEDSTATESOFAMERICA,October the 25th, 1776.

Colonel Holman, President.
Members:

Lieutenant-Colonel Latimer, Captain Catlin,
Major Gordon, Captain JiVolcott,
Captain Harrington, Captain Warner,
Captain Brown, Lieutenant Allen,
Captain Wells, Lieutenant Chamberlin,
Captain Goodwin, Lieutenant P()tter.

David Brearley, Judge-Advocate.
The United States of America, 'Vs. Lieutenant Ethan

Sickles, charged with breach of General Orders; also with
coming under the twenty-first article of the fourteenth section
of the Rules and Articles for the government of the Troops
of the United States of America. The defendant plead
"Not Guilty."

Witness for the States, Colonel Reed, Adjutant-General,
being sworn, says the defendant yesterday came by Head-
Quarters with two wagons of baggage under his care; that
he stopped the wagons; on examination found a sutler in
one of them; he asked the defendant if there was not
sutlers' goods in the wagons; who answered there was only
a small case and a keg containing five gallons of ruin; that
a barrel of rum in the wagon belonged to the regiment,
that another barrel contained soldiers' clothes, but on exami-
nation found it to contain chiefly leaf tobacco, and the barrel
of rum to belong to the sutler.. .

The defendant produced no witnesses, but was heard m
his own defence.

After mature deliberation of the premises, the Court are
unanimously of opinion tbat. the defendant, Lieutenant
Sickles, is guilty of disobeying general orders, and of
behaving in a scandalous, infamous manner, such as is
unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman,
and do sentence him to be discharged from the service.

JONATHANHOLMAN,President.

ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON'-

Albany, October 25,1776.

DEARSIR: The Convention having thought it proper to
direct me to repair to this place, in order to give (in con-
currence with some other General) every necessary support
to the Northern al'qlY,I did not receive your Excellency's
favour till this day.

I am extremely affected at the wants under which the
army labour, and your Excellency may depend on my
utmost endeavours to remove them. I can at present only
suggest my ideas on that subject to gentlemen who have
influence at Convention, as nothing can be done at this
place. F]our, I believe, may readily be procured in Penn-
sylvania and New-Jersey, which, as it must cross at Mount
Washington, may be applied to the present use of the army,
while that furnished by this State may be sent to the White-
Plains, or to such other place as your Excellency thinks it
proper to provide magazines at. It would be easy to send
down immediate supplies of flour from .tbis part of the
country, were it not for the wants of the Northern army,
which has not above fifteen days' provision on hand, without
mentioning any allowance for the Militia, who are marching
in daily. This is truly alarming in a country where it is
by no means impracticable to cut off supplies, and where
the utmost vigilance is necessary to keep open the commu~
nication. .

However, I would not have your Excellency uneasy on
this account, as the Committee of Albany (having distributed
the business among the different members of their body)
have made such exertions, and been so well seconded by
General Schuyler, that I am in great hopes in a few days
to have nothing to fear on that score. Nor can I doubt, if
proper measures are adopted, that the Southern army will
be supplied with facilit~; as I am well satisfied that the
stock of pt'Ovisionsin the country is much more than suffi-
cient to answer all their demands, and at any rate it must
be had. Your Excellency, by making use of the power
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vested in YOllby some resolutions that passed in Convention
before I left Fishkill, relative to the grain and stock in
Westchester County, may, I am persuaded, obtain a present
supply of every thing but flour; and though the teams there
are none of the best, yet if your Excellency will give orders
f?r pressing them, so many may be obtained as to make the
quantity compensate for the quality. In the mean while
more effectual measures will be taken to supply you with
wagons. Teams can only be got from Connecticut in any
numbers.

Though the White-Plains is a very proper place for
provisions designed for immediate use, yet I would submit it
to your Excellency whether your grand magazines should
not be within or beyond the Highlands. 'If that should seem
too remote, I would recommend some place on the north
side of Croton's river, near Pine's bridge, as the country
there is very rough, and secured by a river, at the same
time that it lays upon a great road.

The measures your Excellency have taken to secure the
passes and prevent the enemy from getting above you,
appears to me extremely judicious, and I dOlibtnot will be
attended with the desired effect, especially if the number of
troops sent to the White-Plains and. the High]ands can be
magnified to the enemy by any of those artifices usual in
war. I shall always esteem it a peculiar happiness if. (as
~ou politely suppose) my knowledge of the country can
10 any way contribute to its preservation, or be of the least
service to your Excellency, and shall therefore take the
liberty your Excellency so obligingly gives me, to suggest
whatever may, in any measure, tend to either of these valu-
able purposes.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and
esteem, your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of the United Amer-
ican States, &c., Head-Quarters, King's Bridge.

COLONEL WILKINSON TO GENER.AL GATES.

Albany, October 25, 1776.

I shoul.d think myself inexcusable, my dear General, for
not writing you earlier, if I did not render a sufficient
apology for my conduct, by assuring you that such has been
the severity of my disease since I left Ticonderoga that I
have not been able to govern my finger till within these few
days. I have been here three weeks, during two of which
I had a fever tacked to me, which prosecuted me with inter-
mission; it is at last, however, subdued, and has left me a
pretty good appetite; but as I recover very slowly here, I
purpose moving out of town to Kenter-Hook, a situation
from which I am promised great things. The Lord grant it
may soon enable me to join you.

General Washington has in person lately dislodged a con-
siderable number of the enemy, who had landed on a place
called Frogg Point. Further particulars have not yet
reached town~ Lee commanded the lines during his ab-
sence. It is said the General has brought six thousand
Southern troops with him, though it is mere report.

The vessels which have passed the chevaux-de-frise
are two forty-gun ships and a number of tenders. They vary
their station, though for the most part they remain in Toppan
sea or bay; they have picked up several Albany sloops
and greatly harass the rest. If I get well soon I shall
bring up such things as will help to render the winter com-
fortable; but if my disorder is' spun out to any length, my
cash will be exhausted.

I am, my dear General, with respect and affection, your
ready friend and servant, - J WAMES ILKINSON.

Pray write me. Mr. Avery, if you will address to his
care, will see the letter conveyep to me with safety.

J. W.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, October 25, 1776.

DEARGENERAL: I congratulate you on the success of
our arms, accounts whereof you have' enclosed. Would it
not be well if the whole line was turned out, a few cannon
fired, and three huzzas given? It will cheer the spirits of

our troops, and damp those of die ertemy, for their scouts
will doubtless hear the .rejoicing.

I have sent two hundred Militia to Fort George; one
hundred remain at Fort Edward, two hundred on the road
between Jones's and Cheshire's, the remainder to Skenes-
borough and Tyonderoga, if they can be prevailed upon
to cross the lake. I wish Colonel Lewis to come to me
as soon as possible. The provision for the army I have
ordered in future to go by Skenesborough. You will be
pleased to send some of the larger vessels for it.

I am very anxious for a line from you, having received
none from you since yours of th~ 15th instant. I have
been much illdisposed for several days, but have this morn-
ing been out for the first time.

I am, dear sir, with great esteem and respect, your most
obedient~ humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To General Gates.

GENERAL GATES TO COLONEL BELLOWS.

Tyonderoga, October 25, 1776.

SIR: This moment I have received your note by Mr.
Amos Babcock. In answer thereto, I am to acquaint you
that I have every reason to expect the immediate approach
of the enemy. Nothing but the constant southerly winds
that have prevajled for this week past, could, in my opinion,
have delayed them so long. Perhaps the happiness or
misery of America hangs- upon a moment. If you love
your country, make use of it, and come forward.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble 'servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To Colonel Benjamin Bellows.

JOHN NOBLE CUMMING TO DR. SCUDDER.

Tyconderoga, October 25, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The f~tigues of a long campaign have not
made me forget my fnends, nor am I yet so weak that I
cannot write. I want to know how myoid friends are, and
what per~ons of them are distinguishing themselves in the
present virtuous struggle. Our campaign has been full of
fatigue, as well as unsuccessful, chiefly owing to our too
precipitate ad~'ances to the northward, or rather our going
in so unprepared a manner. We advanced upon the Plains
of Abram, quartered in houses scattered for two or three
miles, one third of the troops at Point Levi, and one third
at St. Roche's, the remainder on the Plain. The Dumberof
our troops fit for duty, not exceediner seven hundred men
five hundred sick in quarters chiefly ~ith the small-pox, and
further a very small quantity of ammunition; and at the
council which was held the night before our retreat the
Commissary informed them that there was not above (hree
days' provision in the store, and no supply nearer than
St. John's. Under those circumstances, General Thomas
(since deceased) wisely ordered a retreat, which was con-
ducted with as good order as could be expected, and although
he was much censured, yet must be allowed to be a good
commander by those who are not fond of censure. He was
judicious, calm, and resolute; and had matters been repre-
sented as they really were, neither the Congress'nor the Gen-
eral had been so deceived. However, I think with the favour
of Providence, we are now in such a situation as to give them
a good return. .

Our regiment is in good credit, and on account of the
dependence placed in them are fixed in the most dangerous
post. We take command of a redoubt called the Jersey
b.attery, mounting eight guns, one of thirty-two, two of
eighteen, three of twelve, and two of nine, nearly opposite
to which is a boom across the lake. Near this redoubt are
four otbers, each mounting four or five guns. On ~Mount
Independence there is a twenty-gun battery, and above this
a half-moon mounting four guns. Our out lines are stroner
and I hope manned with those who will do their utmo~~
to support them.

Your COl1lmi~sionersleft this a few days ago. Our regi-
mental return will show that the officers of our regiment in
general choose to continue. How we stand recommended
we are ignorant of. As for myself I can say, if I have not
done as I ought, my conscience acquits me of having done
my best for my injured country; and am determined, life
and health permitting,. to continue doing the same, let my
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rank be whatever the honourable House shall be pleased
confer.

.

I remain, sir, your affectionate friend and humble servant,
JOHN NOBLE CUMMING.

To Dr. Nath~niel Scudder, Member 'of Council, New-
Jersey.

.

COLONEL LIVINGSTON TO GOVERNOun TRUMBULL.

Saybrook, October 25, 1776,.

SIR: I take this opportunity to inform your Honour that
I am extremely unhappy that the badness of the weather
has not yet pel'mitted ,us to proceed from this place to ~ew-
Haven, the wind havmg beeg so much ahead as to hmder
ollr sailing. I am in some hopes of a change soon; but. lest
that should not happen, will set out as soon as I have gIven
the necessary orders to the masters of ve,ssels,with as m~ny
men as twelve whale-boats can convenIently carry, wInch
is all I have left.

I remain, with. respect and esteem, your Honour's most
obedient, humble servant,

HENRY B. Liv[NGSTON.

To his Honour Governour Trumbull.

Newburyport, October 25, 1776.

Yesterday arrived here the ship Nancy, John Cowan
master, burthen about two hundred tons, bound from Cork
to Quebeck, taken by Captain John Lee, of thisplace. Her
cargo consists of the foHowing articles, viz: eighty barrels
of beef, three hundred and twenty barrels of pork, two
hundred firkins of butter, one hundred barrels of oatmeal,
three hundred and seventy-four barrels of flour, twelve
hundred bushels of peas, sixty-eight thousand pounds of
bread, two hundred and seven casks of nails, twenty-two
barrels and two half-barrels of gunpowder, one arm-chest
with balls, &c., sixteen carriage-guns and ten swivels
mounted.

Saturday last the General Assembly of the State of New-
Hampshire, adjourned to the last Wednesday in November,
leaving the remainder of the business to be settled by the

. Grand Committee, who 'are now sitting at Exeter. They
have also appointed Thursday, the 21st of November, to be
kept as a day of publick thanksgiving throughout that State.

We learn that a Salem privateer has taken in the chops
of the Channel of England, two ships, one from Jamaica
inward bound, and the other outward bound.

EXTR CT OF A. LETTER FROM DR. FRANKLIN TO D. C., DATED

PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 25, 1776.

Being once more ordered to Europe, and to embark this
day, I write this line, &c.

As to our publick affairs, I hope our people will keep up
their courage. I have no doubt of their finaI1ysucceeding
by the blessing of God, nor have I any doubt that so good
a cause wiII fail of that blessing. It is computed th~t we
have already taken a millionsterling from the enemy. They
must soon be sick of their piratical project. No time should
be lost in fortifying three or four posts on our extended
coast as strong as art and expense can make them. Nothing
will give us greater weight and importance in the eyes
of the commercial States, than a conviction tbat we can
annoy, on occasion, their trade, and carry our prizes into
safe harbours; and whatever expense we are at in such
fortifying, will be soon repaid by the encouragement and
successof privateering.

In Council, November 20, 1776: Read and sent down.
JOHNAVERY,Deputy Secretary.

GENERAL WARD TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Boston, October 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The enclosed papers respect Colonel Ethan
Allen, whose brother is the bearer of this; and I beg leave
to introduce him to the Council, as he has business respect-
in<r Colonel Allen to lay before the Board.

01 am, gentlemen, yout obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAs WARD.

To the honourable Council.

COL. HOLLINGSWORTH 'l'0 MARYLAND.COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
. _ Head-of-Elk, October 26,1776.

Df:AR SIR : Yours of the 11th I yesterday received, and
not before havinl!' been .from home at PhiladeZ lphia this, 0

~twelve days, endeavouring to settle my accounts lor pro-
visions, carriage, &c., of the Fourth, FIfth, and part of the
Sixth re<rimentof Virginia, from Elk to Chester. The men
being n:ar half sick has made their carria&,ever.y tediousand
expensive, and has taken up my whole time SInce ~he 26th
of September. You are a judge how much my time was
taken up with the Maryland forces before that date. So that
for the last two months I have been prevented from taking
proper care of my b~siness, otherway~ should ha~e been at
Annapolis before this day. ,Could WIS~~ Comml~sarywas
appointed, as I am now, :vhl1e~ a~ ~l'1tm.g,apphed to ,by
Captain Johnson, of the SIxth Virgzma regIment, to provIde
barracks, wagons, and provisionsforhiscompany, to pass them
on to Philadelphia, and that there is eight hundred Caroli-
nians in the river, which must be provided as above. You,
sir, are, as is the honourable Council of Safety, better judges
how necessary it is to forward those troops than myself; and
you also know that no person here will forward the~ but
myself, in your absence. 1 must, therefore, beg the mdul-
gence of the honourable Council, if the arrival of those ,troops
and transporting them over should delay my commg to
Annapolis longer than they may expect, as I assure you
and them on the honour of a gentleman, that nothing else
shall delay my coming one day, when I hope to satisfy their
Honours that every thing has been done by me that could
by a man so circumstanced.

As to the first ninety bayonets sent Mr. Winters, they are
not so good as they ought, as most of them were made by
younl!' hands in the business, and many of the best of what
was there made picked out for the marching companies
gain<rto Flying-Camp, the steel not good though the best I
could then get, the want of experienced hands in the mill,
all plead for their Honours' indulgence. I have sent Mr.
Winters some since much better, and have now by me about
two hundred which I flatter myself will merit their appro-
bation which, with some musket-bal"rels and large pieces, I
fully i~tend dow? with as soon as the service above recited
will permit.

You will please to lay this before their Honours, though
wrote in much haste, as 'tis all truth. I should have
wrote to their Honours, but have received no censure from
them save what Colonel Benjamin Rumsay gave me at
Phil~delphia verbally, who I am much obliged. to for his
assistance in despatching me; and am, dear Sir, your and
the honourable Council's most obedient and humble ser-
vant, H. HOLLINGSWORTH.

T9 Joseph Gilpin, Esq., Convention at Annapolis.

MEMORIAL OF HENRY HOLLINGSWORTH.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of MARYLAND:
The Memorial of your memorialist ltUmblyshoweth :

That your memorialist did provide provisions, wagons,
shallops, wood, and other necessaries, for the Jtlaryland and
Virginia troops, on their way from.t~e Hpa,d-of-Elk t~ the
Flying-Camp: that your memormhst, bemg unprovIded
with salt provisions, and other necessaries, was under the
disagreeable necessity of giving more frequently for pro-
visions for said troops than reasonably may be supposed by
gentlemen unacquainted with the circumsta?ce of the matt~r,
he seldom knowmg when they would arrive tIll they did,
and in some cases being informed of and expecting troops
and making provision for them, was disappointed and
obliged to salt, and sometimes sell said provisions for con-
siderab]y less than it cost j bread in such cases entirely lost.
This to<rether with the Provision bein g to be made and, ;::, , .
provided at the several different places, the weather belOg
warm, of course rendered it impossible to transport them
fi'om one place to the other with safety, salt not to be had.
This being a just representation of the case, your memoria]i~t
beg leave to lay it before and assure your Honours that If
his accounts are settled in the common way he shall be a
very considerable sufferer.

Submitting the whole of the premises to your Honours'
consideration, not doubting of such indulgence in this par-
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ticular case as justice and the necessity of the case may
require. And your memorialist, as in duty bound, &c.,
will, H. HOLLINGSWORTH.

RECOMMENDATION OF EBENEZER REYNER.

GENTLEMEN: There is a vacancy of a Second Lieutenant
10 Captain Isaac. Perkins's company. We recommend
Mr. Ebenezer Reyner, a person proper and fit to fill that
place.

. ,

PEN. LETHERBURY,
EMORY Sum,ER,
ROB'T BUCHANAN,

'VM. SLUBY,
THO'S RINGGOLD.

To the honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

RICHARD PETERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

War Office, October 26,1776.

GENTJ_EMEN: I am directell by the Board of War, in
.answer to your letter of the 18th instant, to inform.you that
itis their opinion, and they request you will direct, that the
Rifle company you mention in your letter, be immediately
marched to Philadelphia. If clothes cannot be provided for
them where they are, which would be much the best, as
clothing of all sorts is extremely difficult to be had at Phi-
ladelphia, and blankets are not to be procured at any rate,
they might be armed and accoutred, but might lie here a
very considerable time before clothes'and blankets could be
furnished. You'll therefore lie pleased to endeavour at
supplying them with blankets and whatever other necessaries
can be had your way, as this Slate is drained of all articles
required by the army. If muskets were given them instead
of rifles, the service would be more benefitted, as there is a
superabundance of riflemen in the army. Were it iu the
powel' of the Cougress to supply mu'skets, they would
speedily reduce the number of rifles, and replace them with
the former, as they are more easily kept in order, can be
fired oftener, and have the advantage of bayouets.

I have the honour to be your very obedient servant,
RICHARD PETERS, &cretary.

To the honourable COt.rncil of Safety of Maryland.

JOaN GIBSON TO JAMES BOWDOIN.

Treasury Office, Philadelphia, October 31, 1776.

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: As Commissioners have been

appointed by Congress to liquidate and adjust the publick
accounts in the Northern department, and are now assem-
bled at Albany for that purpose, it is necessary they should
be furnished by each State with ,an account of the several
advances and payments to the officers and others who have
been entrusted with publick money, to enable them to setde
the accounts.

We have, therefore, to request you would be pleased as
soon as possible to order an account of such advances as
your State may have made, the settlement of which may
properly fall within the Northern department, to be drawn out,
and forward them to the Commissioners by express, in order
that the proper !)toppages being made, your State may be
reimbursed by Congress.

The names of the Commissioners are James JUilligan,
John Carter, and John Wells, Esquire.

I have the honour to be, in the name of the Superin-
tendents of the Treasury, honourable gentlemen, your
most obedient, humble servant,

.

JOHN GIBSON, Auditor General.

To the Honourable the President and Council of the State of
Massachusetts-Bay.

The accounts of your State, to the 14th November, will
be sent from this office.

FRANCIS LEWIS TO THE NEW-YO~}\: CO;NVENTION.

Philadelphia, October 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:As the State of New- York bas not been
represented in Congres,s for several weeks past, Mr. P.

Livingston with myself being their only Delegates at present
here, we are requested by Congress to apply to you, sirs,
for a full representation; therefore hope you will speedily
s~od us ooe othe~ member that we may. be enabled to
gIve our vote for tliat State which we have been sent here
to represent.

Weare respectfully,
servants,

To the honourable
York.

gentlemen, your very humble

FRAS, LEWIS, for !)wf, and
PH. LIVINGSTON.

the Convention for the State of New-

WILLIAM waIPPLE'"TO JOHN J:,ANGDON.

Philadelphia, October 26, 1776.

My DEARSm: I arrived here the 24th, The Committee
have not met since my arrival, but have mentioned your
demand to some of the members. There is no dOl\bt but I
shall be in cash to honour your drafts whenever they appear.
There is no prospect of cannon from this place; however, I
have some hope!) from another quarter, viz: Connecticut.
The circumstances are these: the cannon are made for the
T~umbull, i? that .State, :rod there ~s nO prospect of her
bemg provided wIth other necessanes. The Committee
have wrote to Governour Trumbull, to procure cannon for
two .ships, and in the mean time to send those made for the
Trumbull to you. From the known dispositionof that gentle-
man to promote the publick good, I have great hopes you
will ~e supplied from that .quarter. Orders are gone to
Promdence to supply you wIth canvas fora second suit of
saiJs. I don't know but you'll have a wrangle on your
hands with the Providence gentry; however, my boy, I'll
stand by you as long as I can. The ship!)here are not so
forward as I expected to find them: only three of them are
launched. The rank of the Captains ih the naval service
was established before I arrived. I find Thompson is the
sixth on the list. Had I been here, I certainly would have
had him higher; however, considering the train after him
I think it pretty well. Ii'or want of time mUst refer you t~
Colonel Bartlett Jor news, &c.

In haste, as you see, your affectionate friend and humble
servant, W M. WHIPPLE.

WILLIAM Jj:LLERY TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Philadelphia, October 26, 1776.

SIR: Sin~e my last Congress have rec~ived the disagree-
able intelligence of the destruction of our fleet on Lake
Champlain. .The enemy were vastly superiour to us in the
number and size of their armed vessels, and in the number
of men and weight of metal. General Arnold was obliO'ed
to give way to superiour force; but he did not do it u~til
he had sustaine? the shock m~ny glasses in two engage-
ments, nor unu] several of hIs gondolas were sunk, his
schooner forced on shore, and the remainder of his 6eet
were so shattered that it was impossible for him to fight any
longer. In this situation he ran the Congress ashore, and
lest she should fall into the hands of the enemy burm her
and, with about two hundred men he had coJlected got saf~
to Crown Point. . , '

Congress have appointed a Committee of InteJligence,
to select and publish such intelliO'ence as ConO'ress shaJl
r.eceive from time to time, and it ~hall be prop~r to pub-
I1sh.

That Committee have in this 'week's papers, published
an account of the sea-fight on the lake; but omitted some
particulars which I have mentioned. They have also given
the publick such intelligence as hath been received from
the army in the Middle department.

WM. ELLERY.

ABRAM CLARK TO COLONEL DAYTON.

Elizabethtown, October 26, 1776.

1\1Y DEAR FRIEND: It is long since I received. a letter
from you, and longer since I wrote to you. The last I
received was by Mr. Caldwell. I had then just returned
f!'OmPhiladelphia much indisposed, and was elected into
the Assembly; which, though very infirm, I attended for
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about ten days, and returned home sick, where I have re-
mained ever since, with myself and most of my family much

jndisposed. Weare all got tolerable well except my wife,
who hath the third-day ague; and o~e of my younger'
children I lost. I propose next Monday to return again to
Philadelphia, where I can remain but two weeks, when
our Assembly will meet again, when I propose to sue for
a dismission from Congress; finding it too hard to attend
there and at the Assembly, between both of which I could
not expect to spend much of my time at home. Publick
news I suppose you know as much of as I do, from my long
confinement. The King's army are principally collected
together between East-Chester and New-Rochelle, with
the East River on their rear and General Lee in front.
They landed yesterday a week past, when a party of our
forces attacked them with success, and but little loss on our
side; the killed of the enemy is variously reported: some
say one thousand, and others reduce the number to between
four and five hundred; since which we had a small skirmish,
took about thirty-six, with sixty stand of arms and blankets.
This party was commanded by Major Rogers, who, it is
said, was the first that run off. Those taken were all
Tories, but three deserters from our army. It is said they
have at least four or five regiments of Tories embodied by
themselves, which they have not thought fit to incorporate
with the British troops. If those gentry are put upon the
most dangerous posts, they will regret tneir choice. Our
naval force upon the lake, we hear, hath met with a defeat.
I wish it may not be attended with consequences fatal to
our army at Ticonderoga. The advanced season of the
year may perhaps stop the progress of the enemy. As for
your station, it seems the enemy cannot find you or else
disregard you. I wishyou was removedto some place of
greater notoriety. I suppose you have had Commissioners
with you to know who will engage anew in the service.

You see my letter is from Elizabethtown; a place once
well known to you, but now greatly altered from the time
you left it. We have not had the enemy among us, but
Staten-Island hath not suffered from the British troops
scarcely the tenth part of the damage this town hath fi'Om
the Militia-fences burnt, and corn-fields, in some parts,
entirely destroyed. Besides the calamities of war, it hath
been by far the most sickly season ever known, and a time
of great mortality; from three to five funerals in a day, in
town, among which our friend Major Wade is laid in the
grave. .

Many in town have moved back into the country, for
fear of the enemy; and, though Mrs. Dayton hath sent
back most of your family and goods, yet she wilt not con-
sent to go herself. She intends to stay till they are at the
point, and then run off. She is fearful if she leaves the
house, it will be used for a store or barracks; and her fears
are likely well founded; many, for that reason, and finding
the enemy removed so far from us, are returning into town.
Our people are frequently on Staten-Island, and lately
brought off seventeen prisoners they took at Cuckold's Town.
The enemy keep a garrison at the watering place, though
they have but few men at any of their outposts, and very
few' in lVew- York. Sixty-two vessels lately arrived, in
whicb it is said came four thousand Hessians with some
British forces.

I hear General Schuyler lately wrote to the Congress
requesting to resign his commission, upon a supposition they
meant to cast an oblique censure on him by approving
General Wooster's conduct in Canada; concludinO"there
must be a fault somewhere, and if not in General Wooster,
it would naturally fall on him. His conclusion was ill
founded. The Congress, when they cleared General Woos-
ter of misconduct, never thought of laying it on General
Schuyler, bu~ imputed the miscarriage there to the short
time the soldiers had inlisted for, the small-pox getting
into the army, the want of hard money to purchase provi-
sions in Canada, and the almost impossibility of transport-
ing any quantity there in the winter.

Our friend Mr. Edwards left this town yesterday for
Stockbridge.

I have nothing to add but that I remain most cordially
yours,

COLONEL LASHER TO GENERAI_ HEATH.

Camp at King's Bridge, October 26, 1776.

MAY.IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: As I was left command-

ing officer at this post, I examined the situation of the fort
with regard to artillerymen and ammunition; and findinO'
them very insufficient in case of an attack properly t~
defend the same, I thought it would be proper to represent
to you t~e state we are in. ,~e have six artillerymen,
about thirty rounds of ammunitIOn, and the fort in very
bad order.

It will also be proper to acquaint your Honour that out
of the six hundred that were ordered to remain, I find by the
returns, there are not above four hundred, aod many of the
detachments have not ten rounds a man; and as a number
of the guards are at a distance from the fort, we have not
above two hundred men together, on the day of relief, to
defend the same. The Bnemy has drove off our guard at
Mile-Square, and taken possession of the stores. A larO'e
bo~y of Light-Ho~e and Light Infantry appeared on the
Heights west of said place to-day, and we expect to have
a visit from them to-morrow.

I was desired by Colonel Magaw to take up one or both
of the bridges, which I did not think prudent in case we
should have to_retreat. I hope your Honour will give such
orders as you think proper in our situation.

I am, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
JOHN LASHER, Colonel.

To Major-General Heath, at White-Plains.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL REED TO MRS. REED,

DATED WHITE-PLAINS, OCTOBER 26, 1776.
I wrote you the day before yesterday. Our situation is

not materially altered, except that the enemy advanced upon
~s yesterday about four. miles. We have taken post here
III such ~ manner that we hope they will not be able
to execute their p]an of surrounding us, and cuttind-off our
communication. I can only conjecture that findi;g them-
selves batHed in this, they are now advancing to engage us.
The business of this campaign, and possibly the next, may

79

ABRAM CLARK.
To Colonel Dayton.
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probably be determined this week. To the protection of
that Being who blessed our early days and first cQnnection,
I mu~t commend you an9 the dear children.

A Report of the Evidence taken at the Court of InqU1:ry, on.
the char/{e auainst Colonel TYLER, of 'cowardi~e and
misbehav~our before the Enemy on the 15th la.~t,wh~ch has
been delayed for various causes, and cannot now be sub-
scribed by all the Court, on account of the remote situatioll
of some members from the others.

C[\ptain Eldridge: Says their regiment WaS posted in the
lines at Corwqr's Hook, and that they received an order
from General Parsons to march forward; that they accord-
ingly marched up to an orchard to the souttJward of Mr.
Stuives.ant's house; that there they made a halt about ~alf
an hour; th.t then th!:JYwere ordered to m\lrch, as he sup-
poses, by General Parsons, and that Colonel Tyler was then
at the head of his regiment, which was in the front of the
brigade; that they proceeded on their march on the main
road about two. miles from tbe said orchard, and then
struck across to the right towards the post-road, where they
met General Was.hingtoll, who ordered them to take a wall
upon the, right; that at that time the enemy appeared
approaching from the southward, upon which the fi'ont of
their regimeQt fired upon them; that at this time he did,
not see Colonel Tyler, and knows not where he was; that
soon after a disorderly retreat began in the rear of the
brigade, which was continued till it reached the front, when
the whole retreated back to the road, from whence they
had struck off to the right; that when they reached the
road, this examinant observed Colonel Tyler crossinK over
on the north to join the regiment on the road; that after
this the whole brigade retreated through the aforesaid road
to Harlem Heights; that at the time of engaging the enemy
thl:J examin\lnt's attention was so taken up that, though he
does not recollect that he saw Colonel Tyler, yet he does
not remember that he remarked at the time that he was not
at the place where he should be; that the whole retreat was
confused and precipitate; that a number of officers exerted
themselves to prevent the retreat; that when h~ first dis-
covered Colonel Tyler crossing the ground in the retreat, it
appeared to him from the situation in which the Colonel
was, that he was one of the last that retreated, and that he
took a shorter cut than the course on which the brigade
retreated, and joined his regiment.

Brigadiel' General Parsons: Says on the 15th, he or-
dered three regiments of his brigrade, viz: Prescott's, Tyler's,
and Huntington's, to march from the lines near Corlear's
Ilook to assist the troops in the middle division under
General Spencer, where' th(;J enemy were attempting to
land; that he soon rode on after these regiments by General
Putnam's order, and found them in the main road; asked
the reason why they were not near the river where the
enemy were landing, as he then supposed; was told by the
officers that the enemy's boats were gone farther eastward,
and probably would land at or near Turtle's Bay, on which
they pursued their march on the road to the barrier across the
street; he, the examinant, being then near the rear of the three
regiments, observed the front to advan~ on the road called
Bloomingdale road, instead of going in the post-road; on
which he rode forward to the front of the brigade, in order
to march them into the other road, when he found Colonel
Tyler with his regiment, and was there informed they
marched that way by order of Generals Putnam and Spe.ncer,
who were just forward; this examinant then rode forward
on that road s()me little distance, perhaps sixty or eighty
rods, to a road which tumed off eastward to the pOSt
road, and found General Fellows's brigade in that cross
road, man!hing eastward, and also saw Genera]s T¥ash-
ington, Putnam, and others, at the top of the hill eastward,
and rode up to them; General Washington directed that the
e:s.aminant should a.tte(ld to keep his brigade inorder and
march on into the cross rQad; he accordingly rode back and
met the brigade as they came into the cross road; as he
was riding back he saw ColQ1')ClTyler in a lot on the south
side the CrO::;SrORd coming from the BlQomingdale road to
tbe (fr9ss ro\1,d,and asket;\ him why he was not with the
regiment; he said he. was very rnuch fatigued, it being very
hot, and was going across the lot to join the regiment, it

being nearer than to keep the /'o<1d;this examinant the.n
rode hy the side of tbe brigade to near thl\ top of the hill, .

his attention being to keep the brigade in order, anQ theQ ,
h!:J<1rdGeneral Was~ington call O\1t " Take the waJls!" and
immediately added, "Take the corn-field [" a corn..field being
then 0[1 the right adjoining east on the main r9<\d, and north
on the cross road; immediately from front to rt;ar of the brig-
ade the men ran to the w<\lls, and some into the corn-field,
in a most confused and disordered n1i:jnner; this ex<\minan.t
theI1used h~sUtmostendeavoJlr to form tl1ebrigade into some
order upon that grQlwd, but the wen were so dispersed he
found it impossible; he then rode back into the Jlloo'TT!:ing-
dale. road, and there found a co!]siperab!e part of the brig-
ade, but in no order; General Washington was then forward
if) t\1e,BlofJ.mingdale road, and sent for this exarninant, and
gave order to form the brigade a~ SOOI1as could be dOl1e,
and m~rch On to Harlf!1Jl Heights; as sopn as, tl.1e brigade
could be reduced to any form, they marclll:Jd on to Harlem,
Heights; when they had proceeded abo\1t a mile or two, a
s\ldden panick again seized the rear of the brigade; they
ran into the fieldso~t of the r9ad j the reason he, knows n()~;
in the fields he saw Calonti) Tyler, which WaS the first ~im~
he recollects to Iwv~ se~n the Colonel after, th\J tim~ h~
saw hi.!ll crossjng the lot to the front pf his regiment.

Ljeu~~nal1\-CQlo!),el J>ren..tice: Says that he was upon
dgt~c\1ed ::;ervice, until he joined the brigade after they had
crossed from the Bloomingdale road to the post road; that
h.e thinh when he joined the brigade, he saw ColOllel Tyler
at the head of it; that after thi::; the e)wninant was so
busily engaged in endeavollring to form the l11en and l:>.riQg.
them to SQl11eorder for opposing the enemy, that be had no
opportunity to observe ColQnel Tyler until tIw retreat took
place and the brigade had returned to th.e B}oo'fT!ingdalt;
rQ\ld, when he observed Colonel. Tyler crossing the ground
by a shorter way than that by which the brigade retreated;

. that when he first discovered the Colonel crossing the ground
he appeared to him to be walking slowly, and from his sit~;I,-
tioI1and the shorter yOUrSewb.ich he had taken, he concludes
that he was last in the retreat, and at very little distance
frQmthe, brigade.

.

Captaio Sill: Says that he w~s in the rear of the regi-
ment all the time of the retreat, and in crossing from the

{Bloomingdalt; to the post road; that when they' met the
epemy he was at s.l,Icha distance fror:nthe Colonel, and SQ
busily engaged in bringing the men to their duty, that he had
no opportunity of obse'rving him, nor does he recollect that
he saw him until the brigade had retreated to tbe lJlooming-
dale road through the cross road; tbat he then saw the
Colonel join the brigade in the Blol)mingdale road; that
after they had maryhed about one mile an(1 an h.alfup the
Bloomingdale road, a cry was raised towa.rds..the rear t,hat.
the Ligbt-Horse were approaching, upon which near an
hundred meQ crossed with precipitation into a lot on the
west side oCthe road, among whom (after tbey had been
there a few minutes) he observed the CQJo~el; that when
tbe Colonel joined the brigade on the BlooT{lingdale road,
he appeared very cool and composed, and showed no signs
of fear; that after crossing into the lot as above mentioned,
the Colonel, after marching about forty rods, returned into
the road and joined the brigade, and told the examinant thllt
the men who crossed into the lot had behaved very ill, and
that he had a mif)d to fire upon -them,

The Court adjo;l,lrned till three. o'clock in the afternoQn;
then metaccordjng to adjournment. .

Lieutenant Baldwin.: .Being examined, says nothing
material.

Lieutenant Selden: Being examill!Jd, also Sil,Ysnothing
material.

Lieutenant Reed: Says that he was a~Q,utthe centre of
tbe regiment, and saw nothing of Colonel Tyler from the
time they left BloQmingdalc road uptiJ they retUl'necl there
agam.

En'sign Wa#: Says that he was in tbe rear oftI~e firH
company of Colonel Tyler's regiment; that after thebrigade
h\lcl.crossed over from Bll;)Q!f!ingdaleroad towards tbe pDst
road, where they met the enemy, he saw Colonel Tyler, at
the hea.d of tbe brigade; that wheo orders were giV(m to
man the stone wall, he saw the Colonel at the head o( the
regiment, who marched up to the fence and presented his
piece, and supposes that he fired; that after tbat he under-
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stood that orders were given to go into the corn-field, that
after they had got into the corn-field, and a principal part
of the brigade were retreating;, the examinant heard Colonel
Tyler say to the men, "why do you run? this will never
beat them;" that at that time he supposes the Colonel
was nearly in the same place where he was when the
fire first be"an, and that from his behaviour, he has no
reason to believe that the Colonel was at all intimidated;
that from the situation the Colonel was in at the time of
firing, he has reason to believe that the Colonel was ?ne
of the last that retreated from the enemy; that the first time
he noticed the Colonel after the retreat from the enemy,
was when they had marched about a mile from the cross
road up the Bloomingdal.e road, where they got into some
order and that after that the Colonel continue-d in the front
till th'e brigade reached the Heights of Harlem.

Ensi&n Billings.; Says that he was sent off with a small
party o"'fmen, when the brigade haIted at Stuivesant's,
towards the East River, to discover where the boats of the
enemy were landing; that he was not able to join the
briga~e again till he fell in ;vith their rear as they were
crossin" over from the Bloommgaal~ road to the post road;
that heohad no opportunity of seeing Colonel Tyler until
the bri"ade were retreating from the enemy to the Bloom-
ingdal~ rMd; that he then saw Colonel Tyler retreating
on a shorter course than that which the brigade took, and
from his situation when he first discovered him, he conceives
him to have been the last man that retreated.

Ensign Hill: He exactly confirms the testimony of
Ensi"n Wait, with this addition, that lie saw the Colonel
fire, ~nd that he appeared to retreat with great composure.

Paymaster Sill: Says that he had no opportunity of
observing Colonel Tyler's conduct from the time that they
crossed over from the Bloomingdale road towards the post
road, and had returned back to the Bloomingdale road and
marched up it one mile; that when the brigade had marched
up that far, there was a cry from the rear that the Light-
Horse were advancing, and that a great part of the battalion
which Colonel Tyler commanded precipitately threw them-
selves into the lot on the west side of the road; that the
Colonel went into the lot, and this examinant with him; that
from the Colonel's conduct at this juncture, it appeared to
this examinant that his design in going into the lot was to
brincrback the meri to the brigade, for that in his presence
and"'hearing the Colonel tnreatened to fire upon them if
they did naf join the brigade.. '

Sergeant Palmer: Says that when the brigade crossed
over from the Bloomingdale road lowal'ds the post road,
he was on the right of the front rank of the brigade which
was led by Colonel Tyler, and that he had a full oppor-
tunity of observing the Colonel's conduct ti]) the time of the
retreat; that on notice tbat the enemy were approaching
and orders given to take the wall, the Colonel advanced
towards it, still keeping in the front, and was the first man
in the brigade who fired; that this examinant discharged
his piece twice at the enemy, and on looking round he saw
the whole brigade were retreating, the Colonel still remain-
ing on the ground with this examinant, and no person
within several rods of them; that upon this the Colonel
ordered them to stOp, and asked them why they rUrI,and
commanded the officers to stop them; that this' not being
effected, the Colonel and he retreated, the two last men of
the brigade, the Colonel along the cross road as far as he
remained iri sight, and this examina'nt along the corn-field;
that when this examinant joined the brigade in the Bloom-
ingdale road, he saw the Colonel at the head of it; that
when the cry was raised tbat the Light-Horse were advanc-
ing, which occasioned a great part of the battalion in front to
betake themselves to the lot on the west side of tlle road,
he heard the Colonel order them back.

Corporals Brewster and Chapman: Confirm what Ser-
geant Palmer said, that the Colonel was the last man that
retreated from the enemy, and that they saw the Colonel,
after having marched some distance on the cross road, strike
off to the right, with intent, as they conceived, to get to the
head of the regiment.

I do hereby ceriify that the whole Court were of opinion
that there is 110tsufficient evidence to warrant the charge
ofcowardice and misbehaviour against Colonel Tyler; and
that this"report would have been made immediately on
taking the examinations, had not the Court apprehended

that, the Colonel having been put under arrest by express
order from Head-Quarters, some evidence against him might
have been pointed out from thence.

.

Camp at White-Plains, October 26, 1776,

JOHN MORIN SCOTT, Brigadier-G~nei'(ll,
President.

GENERAL MIFFLIN TO WILLIAM DUER.

Camp at White-Plains, October 26, 1776,

PEAR MR. DUER: The hurry of our camp has prevented
me giving you a timely answer to your se\'eral favours.
Many deliberations have been devoted to your many essen-
tial propositions, and all I have been able to obtain from
the General Officers is contained in the enclosed, signed
by Lord Stirling, as the opinions of the rest. I will add
that the barracks at each place proposed on the paper
should be calculated for two thousand men. When the
enemy, who have advanced to a height \vithin three miles
of the camp, afford time for the General t() give his opinion
fully on the subject, you shall receive ample instructions;
at present form the magazines on such places as you con-
ceive .most likely to answer our wants. Mr. Livingston
has recommended a Mr. Janur to purchase for me; but as
I now depend on you for all my supplies of grain, hay, and
straw, I cannot, nor do I think it right to apply t6 any other
gentleman in this Colony for the same ar~icles.

The Congress allows two and one half per cr.nt. for pur- .
chase of grain, &c., which I expect you to charge in your
account.. If you see Mr. Limngston, give him my reason
for not writing to 1\1;1'.Janur.. .

I have sent to Boston for three hundred casks of nails
carried in there by aprivateer; but as they will not be sent
here in time for your wants, Ibeg you to

F
urchase so many

as you are like to want for the twO sets a barracks, and in
case we find necessary to ereCt more bamlCkS, you may be
supplied by me widl nails fot.them in good season.

I have- desired Mr. J. Wadsworth, of Conneciicut, to
purcha~e grain, hay, &c., in that Colony, and therefore beg
you not to send any agents to that Colony, who may inter-
fere with and affeCt the purchase. If your purchases are
confined to this Slate, it will, I believe, answer Ii good pur-
pose and prevent an increase of prices.

I enclo~e you an order on. Mr. Crlinch, for thirty thousand
donars. He is, I ahl informed, on his war to this place.
You m!lst therefore send a person to this place for,th

.

e m,0ney.
If I cOl{ldfinda person to carry the cash I would walt Mr.
Vrlinch's arrival, and then send it to you. But ihis cannot
be done.

.

I have ordered fifty carpenters to march from hence this
day to Peekskill, and there wait youl"order.

I am, affectionately,your friend,&c., ,

THOMAS MIFFLIN.

MEMORANDUM.

For the present (and until the other places cim be, fixed
upon) I think it will be proper to erect Barracks at some
place a mile or two eastward from the mouth of Peeks-
kill, and another set of Barracks at some place about two
at three miles ~astern from Fishkill landing, or near Fish-
kill town. This will be sufficient clnployment until other
places call be pointed out. The houses had best be about
thirty-six feet long by nineteen feet broad, and about seven
feet in the upright on each side. S. TIRLING.

.

GEORGE CLINTON.

October 26, 1776.

COLONEL STOCKTON TO ROBERT :SENSON'.

" Camp at White-Plains', October 26, 177ft

SIR: As many of our officers are willing to enter into
the service of the States, we have taken the liberty to re-
commend the under-mentioned officei's as proper persons to
bear commissions, and hope tbey may be provided for.

We are, sir, your most humble servants,.
ANDREW STOCKHOLM,Lieut. Colonel.
JAMES ABEEL, Major.

To Robert Benson, Esq.

Captain Theophilus Heekman, Captain WriglLt, Captam

...
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John Bancker, Captain Williard Le(Jnard, Lieutenant
Thomas Beekman, Thomas Warner.

John Vriedenburgh, whose Captain and Lieutenant are
gone to the Regulars, and has done the duty of the whole
company since, and has acted as Captain.

John Hardbergh, if he .gets a Captain's commission.
Joseph Fryleck, an En~ign.
Lieutenant Hicks and Lieutenant North.
Edward DUflscomb, Lieutenant, Jeronimus lIogland,

Adjutant, now prisoners.
Christopher Codwise, whom we strongly recommend for

a Captain's commission.

COLONEL TASH TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Peakskill, in Cortland Manor, October 26, 1776.

This c~me~ to acquaint your Honours that I arrived at
Hartford, in Connecticut, the 2d instant, and olle company
the same day, which I sent forward next morning, and
likewise I sent Colonel Welch off the same day, with a letter
to General Washington acquainting him that I was at
Hartford, and expected the whole of my regiment to be
there in three or four days, and should send the companies
off for New- York as fast as they got here, and should follow
them after the last company had arrived. I likewise let
him know we had no camp equipage, such as pots, kettles;
neither was it in the power of the State of New-Hampshire
to procure any, as there was no tin to be had. I also
transmitted a copy of my orders to him. I set off from
Hartford the 8th instant, and all the companies had gone
forward excepting Captain Prescot, and I thought I would
wait no longer for him, and left orders for him to follow as
fast as possible. When I arrived at Stamford Colonel Welch
was there, and brought me a letter from General Washington,
directing me to procure quarters for my regiment and Colo-
nel Baldwin's at Stamford and Horse-Neck, but to have
the major part at Horse-Neck if quarters could be procured
for them. He likewise directed me to furnish ourselves with
camp utensils from the inhabitants if possible. I applied
to the Committee to furnish me with pots, &c., but Colonel
Baldwin had got there before me, and had got almost all
to be had; they made Qut to get me'three, and I sent round
for several miles and procured a small number more, by
advancing the cash in hand for them. The l~th instant,
early in the morning, received orders by express from Gen-
eral Sullivan to march my regiment to King's Bridge, with
all possible speed, and likewise to acquaint Colonel Baldwin
that he must march likewise. Accordingly we got wagons
to carry our baggage ready about two o'clock, p. m., and
got the whole to H(me-Neck Sunday night, nine o'clock.
Sunday night, the 13th instant, received a letter by express
from General Washington, to march my regiment to Fish-
kill, as the Convention was there sitting, in such a difficult
situation, with regard to the numbers of disaffected persons
in many Counties in this State, that they could not, trust
their own Militia so well as ours; therefore ordered me to
march with all possible speed to said Fishkill, which I did
the next morning, and sent a letter to the General acquainting
him of the same. Before I got to Fishkill received a letter
by express from. the Congress, that they did not want but
two companies; but I had got them within two miles of
the place, so that it was too late to go back that night; so
I went forward and waited on the Congress, and let them
know my orders; and the President, Mr. Livingston, said
he was sorry we come so far, that is the whole regimen~,
but desired I would send back to stop the remainder, and

. turn them back to Peakskill, where we must remain till
further orders, to guard the shores, to stop the men-of-war's
people landing 'to carry off cattle, and leave two companies
there, which I did, under the command of Colonel Welch;
and the remainder I have posted from this ptace, about
eight miles down the river, to watch the motions of the
enemy, and sent a letter to General Washington, acquainting
him of my route, and the orders I had received of th~
Congress, and how I had posted my regiment. And he
wrote back very friendly, and told me I must be under
the immediate direction of the Convention of this State,
with regard to marching the regiment, or any part, to any
place till further orders. I have nothing further at present,
as you know the news full as well as I; therefore would beg

leave to subscribe myself your. Honour's most obedient
bumble servant,

T T .
HOMAS ASH.

To the honourable the CQmmittee of Safety for the State.
of New-Hampshire.

.

P. S., Colonel Baldwin is at the White-Plains with his
regiment, and the main body of the army is there. The
regiment I command is almost all in good health and high
spirits.

PETER R. LIVINGSTON TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Esopus, October 26,1776.

GENTLE~EN: I came over here yesterday to inquire what
flour might be had here, and find but little; however, have
got all there is, and Captain Sleight is now loading. He
will have, I judge, about three hundred barrels. I set all
the wagons riding I could get. They are to ride all day
to-morrow, so that be will be ready to sail on Monday for
Albany. Have ordered all the mills to grind as fast as
possible, to have another load ready by the time he returns.
Shall send up another load of four hundred barrels by the
middle of the week, as I find they are in the utmost want.

Shall send off a hand to purchase some teams at Sharon,
and send them down, loaded with oats if I can procure them.
Have no money. Shall send a hand down to you for some
soon. .

Beg you will excuse this scrawl, and your further direc-
tions by the return of this express.

Am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Vice President of the Convention,
at Fishkill.

RICHARD STOCKTON ..AND GEORGE CLYMER TO PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

[Read Npvember 4,1776, and referred to the Board of War.]

Saratoga, October 26, 1776.

SIR: In execution of the commission with which we were
charged by Congress, we proceeded with as much expedi-
tion as the nature of the service would permit to Al{Jany,
having taken Head-Quarters in our way, and therebyob-
tained all the information which could be given us by.Mr.
Trumbull, YOUl"Commissary-General. At Albany, wespent
two days with General SchUyler, and then proceeded, in
company with him, to this place. On our waywe received
information by express of our fleet having been attacked on
Lake Champlain, and the next day, of its total defeat. We
were, nevertheless, about to proceed on to Tyconderoga, but
were advised. by General Schuyler that, in all probability,
our army would be attacked by the enemy before we could
possibly reach that place; or if otherwise, yet that General
Gates his attention would be so totally taken up in preparing
to receive the enemy, that we could do no business with
him: we therefore concluded to suspend our journey to
Ticonderoga for a few days, until we might have some
further accounts from General Gates, and in the mean time
we gave our attention to the barracks to be erected in this
place, and in considering the application of two gentlemen
respecting the contract for supplying the army. Happily,
General Schuyler's precaution of diligence as to the barracks"
had left us little m<;>reto do but to go with him and mark
out the ground where they were to be erected. He had
prepared the most of the timber before we arrived, and
they are now raising, and wiJl be ready in good time. Other
barracks will be built at Fort Edward and elsewhere.
Nails are exceedingly wanted, and ifany could be procured
at Philadelphia, they should be sent immediately. After
having gotten through the business which had. arisen at
this place, and having 'sent on a letter to General Gates for
speedy information from him, we setout for Fort George
in order to inspect the state of the Hospital at that place.
The chief of the sick from Ticonderoga are sent there,
as being a much more healthy and convenient situation;
and we are happy in being able to inform Congress that the
building is convenient and comf<;>rtable;that the Director-
General has lately received a large supply of the most capital
medicines; and that they are now furnished with a sufficient
quantity of fresh mutton and Indian meal. They yet want
bedding, and some other matters which we shall state .upon
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our return. We shall endeavour to procure some straw, a
very scarce article here, which is much needed at the
Hospital. -

A,t the close of our business at Fort George we received
a letter from General Gates advising us not to pursue
our journey to Tyconderoga, but to remain at Saratoga
until further advice from him. We are just returned here
from Fort George, and shall wait a few days to hear further
from General Gates. In the mean time we shall be pursuing
the other part of our instructions, which can be executed
here.

.

General Schuyler has taken every possible step, in order
to keep open the communication fmm hence to Ticonderoga,
that the army may not want supplies. Considerable bodies
of the Militia are daily going up; yet we heard the last
evening that the savages had appeared between the upper
end of Lake George and Ticonderoga, and had, on the day
we left Fort George, taken two and killed and scalped one
of our people going to Ticonderoga. An express comes in
this moment, who brings a letter fmm the commanding
officer at Fort George, informing that a party of the enemy
had made their appearance and fired on some of our people
who were crossing Lake George. General Schuyler yet
doubts of this fact.

We shall attend with all possible diligence to the remain-
ing business committed to us by Congress, and, for our
own sake as well as the publick interest, return as soon as
may be. .

.

With the greatest esteem and respect, we have the honour
to be, sir, your most obedient and very humble servants,

RICH'D STOCK;TON,
GEO. CLYMER.

GENERAL SCHUYL.ER TO GENERAL WAsHINqTON.

Saratoga, October 26,1776..

DEAR SIR: Mr. Harrison's letter of the 20th instant I
received yesterday, and a few minutes afterwards I received
a letter from General Gates, copy whereof I do myself the
honour to enclose. -

I am in great hopes that General Carleton will not be
able to dislodge our army from Tyonderoga; but should
such an event unfortunately take place, such measmes
will be taken as I think wiH certainly prevent them from
penetrating into the country on this side of the lakes. The
change of Commissaries has very considerably interrupted
the supplies for the army. I have, however, got every thing
again in such train that a very considerablequantity of
flour is now on its way up, and I believe it impossible for
the enemy to prevent its reaching the army even if they
should make their utmost efforts to interC"eptit.

On the 28th September, the army had forty days' flour;
on the 22d instant, it was reduced to sixteen; but on that
and every succeeding day, I hope considerable quantities
arrived. Be assured, my dear General, that I shaH take
every measure that has a probable tendency to promote the
service and secure the country.

I congratulate your Excellency on the success of our
troops at East-Che.~ter. I hope it will soon be succeeded
by a more decisive blow in our favour, so as to frustrate the
enemy's intention o( forming a line between you and us.

I am, dear sir, with every respectful sentiment, your
Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington.

Ticonderoga, October 24, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Your letters of the 14th, 17th, and
18th instant, are received in course, and now before me.
The ammunition arrived safe, and in as good order as could
be wished; a most seasonable supply I assure you. Not
any of the Militia are yet come in. 1 hear of numbers
being upon their march, and I shall advise you as they arrive.
Colonel Dayton's are not on this side the lake.

.
I expect

them every day. Our communications are free and unmo-
lested, and the eastern post and travellers are continually
coming to Mount Independence by Otter Creek and the roads
that lead from thence, no scouts of the enemy appearing to
disturb them. Cattle are pretty plenty upon the !Tround, as
you will see by Mr. Jauncey's return enclosed. If you order

cattle to be killed at Lake George, you, had better direct
them to be salted down in barrels and sent over the lake in
that way, for it arrives in a wretched condition when .sent in
quarters fresh. I shall be careful to have batteaus and
vessels enough at Skenesborough to bring all the provisions
you send there.

Flour seems to be more in request than. meat. YOllmay
be assured we are doing every thing our judgment can direct,
or our industry accomplish, for receiving the enemy properly.
Spades, which I have so long and so often sent for, are sO
much wanted that even one single hl,mdred would be most
welcome.

General Carleton keeps very close at Crown Point, his
navy at anchor upon his flanks. I have scouts continually
down both sides of the lake. I apprehend by this time his
force is all collected, and expect the stillness will immedi-
ately be succeeded by a grand attack. Heaven grant he
may be defeated ! The army here are in good spirits, and
think only of victory.

Tenpenny, eightpenny,and shingle nails are exceedingly.
wanted. And where are the one or two thousand bushels of
turnips and potatoes you was to send heie? They would
be of the utmost benefit to this army. If you can send a
good parcel of nail. rods, ~)Ursmiths will assist in making
nails. .

I am, dear General, your affectionate, humble servant,
HORATIO GATES.

To the Hon. Major-General Schuyler.
[The Return alluded to in this letter was no't enclosed.

J. LANSING, Jun.]

GEN. SCHUYLER TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE CONVENTION.

Saratoga, October 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I am honoured with your favour of the
24th instant. The affidavits transmitted me would counte-
nance the suppositions that the e~emy intend an irruption
on the Mohawk river, but I can hardly imagine they will
attempt until they have met with success at Ticonderoga,
which I both hope and believe they will not have. I did
not, however, like to move Dayton's corps from the western
quarter, but was pressed to do it in such terms by General
Gates that I could not 'prudentl y refuse it. Lest, however,
an accident should happen, I would advise that Colonel
Van Ness, with his regiment, should, on his return from
Coaxsakie, march to Schenectady, or such place where he
can be of most service in case of an attack. Our scouts from
Johnstown, Fort George, and Fort Edward, all agree that
there is not the least appearance of an enemy in the north-
west quarters. .

.

I enclose you copies of letters from Gen~ral Gates and
General Arnold. I have,had :t copious eruption since you
was here; it is going off, and find myself in much better
health.

I am, gentlemen, with every friendly wish, and with the
greatest esteem, your most humble servant,

PH. SCHUYLF:R;

To the Committee of Convention, at Albany.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COMlIU'fTEE OF BENNINGTON.

Saratoga, October 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You will please to signify to the Militia of
the Eastern governments on their march, that I wish them
to hasten as fast as possible to Skenesborough, where [

have left orders for their. future disposition. I should be
happy if every man carried as much flour or bread as he
conveniently can. I suppose the Militia from your and the
adjacent towns are already marched. -

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient, hum-
ble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.

To the honourable Committee of Bennington.

COLONEL DE HART TO THEUNIS DEY AND JOHN C. SyMES.
Ticonderoga, October 26, 1776.

DEARSIRs: We as yet have not seen our enemy: this
night or in the morn we expect them. We have inteJIi-
gence of the Grenadiers and Light Infantry being advanced
as far as Putnam Point, about nine miles from this place.
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If they do not come in three days, I shall give over expect-
ing them. I hope and firmly believe they will be properly
received. The two Jersey regiments will open the ball.

When you left us, you may remember it was strongly
recommended to you from us to request the State of New-
Jersey to postpone the regimental appointments until our
retum, or this affair is over. Many reasons may be given
to support this request. If the attack should happen, it
would save many unnecessary appointmelHs, and the pro-
priety of future appointments may be best known: if it
should not happen, a ,small time will bring us home, where,
if any information should be necessary from us, it can be
e!lsily obtained. This reqnest, which is very general with
the officers amongst us, we beg the State, if it will not I1t:Ja
lnatter of inconvenience, to comply with.

I must request of you, gentlemen, to communicate this to
the members of the State. My compliments to the gentle-
men of my acquaintance of that honourable body, and
remain, with great respect, your most obedient, humble
servant, WM. DE HART.
To Hon. Theunif Dey and John C. Symes.

CONNEDTICU'.t' CO\JNCIL OF SAF'E1'Y.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of
Cunnecticut, October 26, 1116,

Present: His Honour the Governourj his Honour the
Deputy Governour; Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
Richard Law, Titus Hosmer, William Hillhouse, Benja-
min Huntington, Esqrs.

Voted, To desire his Honour the Governour to grant
permits to Captain Elizur Goodrich, of Wethersfield, to
export in the sloop Betsey, said Goodrich Master, to. "bfar-
rigallante, the following articles, viz: eighiy barrels Beef,
twenty-five barrels Flour, fifteen barrels Pork, six Oxen, and
sixty dozen Poultry, and to make returns in Salt.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table, in favour of Captain
Joseph Thompson, for the sum of £300, towards the bil-
leting and wages of the Company under his command, and
to be in accourit. (Order drawn October 26, 1776, deliv-
ered to Captain Thompson.)

Voted, That Colonel Jonathan Pitch be directed for the
future to supply the troops under tbe command of Captain
Joseph Thompson, in New-Haven, with Provisions, agree-
able to orders heretofore given. (Copy delivered to Cap-
tain Thompson Oct(Jber26, 1776.)

Mr. William Greenough, of New-Haven, exhibited his
account against this State for service done, being £33 12s.,
wbich is allowed, and an order directed to be drawn on the
Pay-Table. (Order drawn October 26, 1776.)

MEMORIAT, OF WILLIAM FORnES.

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the State oj
NEW- YORK:

The Memorial of WILLIAM FORBES, of GOSHEN, in
'ORANGECounty, in said State, humbly showeth:

Tbat a little befQreyour honourable Convention moved
from New- York to White-Plains, your unhappy memorial-
ist fell under the great misfortune of being misrepresented
to your HOlloursasunfriendly to the American States; and,
altbough he avoucbed his innocency, yet the perplexity of
the simes then intervening unfortunately prevented for that
time a full examination of his case, and he was then trans-
mitted into the State of Connecticut, and finally committed
to the custody of the keeper of Litchfield County Gaol, in
which prison he still remains. And whereas his peculiar
misfortunes render his present close confinement very dis-
tressing, as he is by his poverty utterly unable to provide him-
self with either bedding or even present necessary clothing,
which heavy calamities must be greatly aggravated by a
much longer confinement under his present circumstances,
as the severity of winter wears a very horrid aspect in the
northwesterly part of a cold gaol. These glooms have still
a keener edge set to them by the very great additional
melancholy consideration, that his confinement not only
deprives of the comfort of the very agreeable company
of a beloved wife and four helpless babes, but totally
deprives him of tbe possibility of affording any relief to their
distresses. Whereupon your Honours' very unfortunate

memorialist, taking enCoul'agement from your H,onours'
impartiality and humanity, humbly recommend~ bis greatly
distressed case to as speedy a consideration as the variety
of your important ~ffairs will admit of. He really hopes he
shall be so happy as to evince his innocency whenever he
can be so happy as to appear before your Honours. Your
Honours' memorialist craves your HonoUl's' patience while
he adds to his profession of innocency his honest declara-
tioil of an hearty desire for the prosperity of the American
States, in favour of which he is ready to risk his life either by
sea or land, under the tie of a sacred oath of fidelity to them
in their glorious and righteous contest for iiIdependeMy and
exemption from the tyranny of Britain and her despotick
monarch.

The memorialist humbly hopes his dismission or trial
may be speedy; but if the present embarrassment of the
times ilecessltates a delay thereof, he implores the hOiIOurable
Congress to ltiitigate, in some me!\.sute, the pungent dis-
tresses of his present confinen'J'E!nt,either by dit'ecting he
may be returned from his present exile, and permitted to
reside with his family as a prisoner of honour, under the
inspection and direction of some Committee ofInspection, or
such other person as YOUfHonours shall please to appoint i
or if that~hould be deem~d in.expedient, that your unfortu':'
nate supphant may be delIvered from the honours of a cold
winter gao], by being permitted to labour at his trade under
such restrictions as youI' Honours may think fit mercifully
to indulge him in, in Connecticut. And your unfortunate
memornrlist, as in duty bound, shall e~er pt;ay, &c.

WM'. Fomri1S'.
Litchfield County Gaol, October 26, A. D. 1776.

Providence, October 26, 1776.

On Monday next the honourable General Assembly of
this State will meet at South-Kingstown~

A letter from Maryland to a gentleman in this town
mentions that a Spat/ish vessel had arrived there from the
Havannah, with ten thousand dollars to purchase flour, the
captain of which connrmed the accounts of a war between
Spain and Portugal; and further advised, that a fleet of
Sprmish men-of-war and transports were daily expected to
arri\;e at the Havannah with a large body of troops.

The brig Cabot, Elisha Hinman, Esq., commander, in
the service of the United States, has taken two ships from
Jamaica, bound to London, laden with SLIgar,rUm, sdrne
indigo, &c~

Caprain Stacey, in the privateer Diamond, has taken a
ship bound from Quebeck to England, la{]enwith coal, cop-
per kettles, &c.

Captain Christopher Whipple, in the privateer brig Put-
nam, has taken a ship bound from Nova-Scotla to Jamaica,
laden with fish, boards, spars, &c. -
. Captain Jauney, in the privateer WasMngton, belong
mg to the State of New- York, has taken a large snow,
laden with provisions, &c., bound fi'om London to New-
Yark.

All the above prizes have arrived in safe ports, and also
fWDothers lately mentioned to have been taken by the
Providence sloop-of-war, in the service of the United States,
John P. Jones, Esq., Commander.

WILLIAM CARMICHAEL TO' C'. W; F. DU?rAS'.

Amsterdam, October 2'f, 1776.

DEAR SIR: You owe to my forgetfulness what ought
only to proceed from my respect, yetI will not qmrrrel with
any thing that gives me an opportunity of writing to you.

I left the Memoir on Commerce in your hands, and it is
necessary I should have it as soon as possible. I send you

" Common Sense," but you must look on my presents as
Indian ones, for I, like they, expect much larger in return;
as much as you please; and 1 am sure you can spare a great
deal of what I send you. My present is only the rough
materiaLof America; your returns will beelegant and superb
manufactures of Europe.

The English mail is not arrived. I have Ii very angry
letter from Mr. William Lee on the subject I mentioned to
you, respecting Dr. B. I am happy to know that I acted
for the publick good; and that, without partiality to any per-
son, will, I hope, always be the rule of my conduct.

I am, &c.,
'VILLIAl\1CARl\IICIfAEL.
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JPSJIU..\ Ck.AB,:g:1j: TO MARYLANJ;> COJ\~VENTIQN.

October 27, 1776.

GENTJ.EMEN:I received a line from the Committee for
inquiring into the state of manufactories of this Province,
requesting that I would furnish with a state of the saltpetre
works under my care, as also the moneys expended thereon.
Enclosed you have an account, and refer you to my letter
of the 20th of March, since which I have_Qone nothing
at it, owing to my bad state of health, andTstill continue
poorly, so that I sho!.I]dbe glad you would have some
other person appointed if you think it worth while, but am
told there is very little done at any of the works on the
Eastern-Shore.

I have received sixty-eight pounds ten shillings of the.
Treasurer of this Shore, which ISalways ready to be paid
to your order. As I have repdered no services, the trouble
and expense I have been at in the experiments I arn willing
to lose, and take upon myself the materials purchased for
the publick, as per account rendered, or deliver them up as
may be thought most advisable.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
JOSHUA CLARKE,

Supervisor of Saltpetre Works,
In Caro]ine. COU1Jty,Eqstern-Shore of Maryland.

To ~Q~QQl1ol,lrab.lc;:Convention of Maryland.

C.\PTAIN D~A~S TO MARYLAND COVNCI~. Qf SAFE.TV.

. Baltimore, October 27,1776.

GgNTr.E~EN: I take .this opportunityto let you know
that the mo~t of my company is willing to inlist for during
the war wit~ me, provided that I might give them twenty
q()lla,rsas bO\Jntywithout deducting the sum of eight dollars
which they have received of me, as bounty for their former
inlistment.

My men says.thatthey will serve their time out with me,
~ccordiQg to contract, and then that they will inlist witl1
another JJerson, in O

.

rd
.

er
.. ..

that they may re
.

ceive the sum
.

_ of
twenty 011aI's without any deduction. My men that have
not as yet rec~ived th!Jir month's advance, insists that I
sl1o,uldpay them this week; therefore, I should be glad to
know whether ( (Rust pay them out of what money I have. .
nOW in my possessIon.

I find that by the resolutiops of Congress the private men.
is allowed but six shillings per week for rations, which I
think it would be impossible fqr any officer that draws rations
for his men, to find them in provisions for that price. ,

I should be glad, gentlemen, that you would let me know
what pay per month the private soldier and officers has,
according to the resolutions of Congress.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, yours to serve,
FREDE:J;UCK DEAMs.

To the honourahle the Coupcil o( Safety of jtlaryland.

RICH4RD HENRY LEE TO GEN~R;AL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, October 27, 1776.

DEARSIR: I congratulate you sincerely on the several
advantages your troops have lately gained over the enemy, for
though each has been but small, yet in the whole they are
considerable, and will certainly have the effect of inspiriting
our army, while it wastes and discourages the other.

May the great Dispenser of justice to mankind put it
in your power, before this campaign ends, to give these
foes to human kind the stroke their wicked intentions entitles
them to. 'Tis amazing with what force and infamous per-
severance the devils of despotism, with their corrupt agents,
pursue the purpose of enslaving this great continent L
Their system of policy has been evident for some time past.
They mean to keep their own people in Great Britain quiet,
and the other Powers of Europe still, for this campaign,
by an infipite number of falsehoods touching the progress
of their arms, and the consequent probable submission of
th~ Colonies; whilst tbeyendeavour, by an extraordinary
exertion of force, to put things really into such a situation
this year as to terrify foreigners from interfering, and
encourage with hope their own deluded people. Pursuing
this idea, Europe will b!J made to ring with sounding
accounts of their immense successes in Canada and at New-
York, when in fact, considerin.g the greatness of their force,

botb by sea and land, with the ama~il)g expense these will
cr!Jate, what they have dOI1~is mere nQthing. But should.
fortune favour us, so as that any considerable impressioB
cOllld be wade on General Howe's army tbis campaign, the
high hopes they have raised,and the numberlesslies they
have told, will disgrace and ruin them with the whole
world. .

I have the pleasure to assure you the train is SQlaid that
we hav.B the fairest prospect of being soon supplied, and
copiously too, with military stores of all kinds, and with
clothing fit for the soldiers. Immediately, to be sure, we
are much pressed for want of the latter; but if we can brush
through this.crisis,weshallbesecu.re. .

The French Cm1rt has given us so many unequivocal
proofs of their friendship, that I can entertaio no doubt of
their full e"ertions in our favour, and a~ little that. a war
between them and Great Britain is not far distant.

I sincerely wish you health, sir, and that you may be
happy in the success you are so eminently entitled to.

I am, with perfect esteem, dear sir, your most aff~ctionate
and obedient servant,

R H LICHAR;D j;;NRY EE.

R;ol,!~RT M01tRIS 'r0 GENER,\X, G.\.'rEs.

Phil!\delphi~, Qc..tob~r 27, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I find by your letter of the 5th instant, you.
had not received one of my letters wrote in anSwer to one
of yours. I kept no copy of it, which you'll say is unusual
for a merchant. I acknowledge it, and only plead in excuse
that I did not write to you in that .character. The Jetter
for Mrs. Gates is gone forward by post, as I could not
meet any other conveyance, although I kept it here some
days in expectation of one. Mr. Johnston, and indeed all
the ]}laryland Delegates, are at home, forming a constitu-
tion. This seems to be the present business of all America,
except the army. It is the fruits of a certain premature
declaration, which, you know, I always opposed. Myoppo-
sition was founded in the evil consequences I foresaw, or
thought I foresaw, and the present state Qfseveral Colonies
justifies my apprehensions. We are disputing about libel'.
ties, privileges, posts, and places, at the very time we ought
to have nothing in view but the securing those objects and
placing them on such a footing as to make them worth
contending for amongst ourselves hereafter, but, instead of .

that, the vigour of this and several other States is lost in
intestine division, and unless this spirit of contention is
checked by some means or other, I fear it will have baneful
influence on the general measures of America.

I am not one of those t~sty politicians that run resty when
my own plans are not adopted; for I think it the duty of a
good citizen to follow when he cannot lead ; and happy
would it be for America, if all her inhabitants would adopt
this maxim, and make it an invariable rule during this great
contest for the minority on every question to submit to the
majority. But alas! this cannot be; it is not to be expected
from human nature. We must take men as we find them,
and do tbe best we can. You tell me the Congress are
bad correspondents, and 1 fear you have too much truth
on your side. Was you here, I could explain this in a
tete,-a-tete,but I have neither time nor inclinationto com~
mit that explanation to paper. You may depend there
is flo intentional neglect or slight meant to you or the
department you act in. It is deemed of the utmost impor-
tance, and all the members of Congress wish that and every
other department was dilly attended to. But tbe fact is, they
have too many objects, and retain t90 much executive
business in their own hands for their members to effect with
that vigour and despatch that is necessary.

You say I must tell you good news. I will, if you will
repay me in kind; for of late we have had nothing but very
bad news from both our armies. We expect daily to hear of
YOllrbeing attacked, and have sanguine hopes of a vigorous
and successful defence on your part; much depends 01)it..
If you keep your ground, I think General Washington will
keep his; and if both do this for the present fall and ensuing
winter, the good news I mean to tell you will be verified.
It is that the French are undoubtedly disposed to assist us
in this contest, and I have little doubt but they wi!! take part
in the war next summer. Indeed it seems to me impossible
but all Europe will be involved in war; and if so, Great
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Britain will have her hands full, and probably be glad to
render justice and reparation to the country she has so much
injured. .

Nothing do I wish for more than a peace on terms hon-
ourable and beneficial to both countries; and I am convinced
it is more consistent with the interest of Great Britain to
acknowledge our independency and enter into commercial
treaties with us, than to persist in attempting to reduce us
to unconditional submission. I hope we shall never be
reduced to that vile situation whilst a true friend to America
and freedom exists. Life will not be worth having, and it

~will be better to perish by the sword than drag out the
remaining days in misery and scorn. But I hope Heaven
has better things in store for the votaries of so just a cause.

I am, dear sir, yours affectionately,
ROBERT MORRIS.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL MIFFLIN.

Fort Lee, October 27, 1776.

DEARSIR: By Major Howell you will receive one hun-
dred and nineteen thousand musket cartridges. Part arrived
to-day and part last night. As soon as the remainder comes
up from Amboy and Philadelphia, they shall be sent forward.
I have been to view the roads again; and fixed upon
Aquacanock, Springfield, Boundbrook, Prince town, and
Trentown, to establish the magazines at. Trentown and
Equacanack, to be the principal ones; the others only to
serve to support the troops in passing from one to the other.
They are all inland posts, and I hope the stores will be
secure. I have ordered all the cannon from Amboy, except
two eighteen-pounders and two fieldpieces. I have directed
them to be sent to Springfield, Boundbrook, and Equaca-
?'lock,to secure the stores.

The people have been employed on the other side in
getting the boards together at Fort Washington and the
ferry. Some have been brought from King's Bridge.
To-day I sent up to Colonel Lasher to know what assistance
he could give towards taking down the barracks, and bring-
ing off the boards; and had for answer that he had orders
toburn the barracks, quit the post, and join the army, by
the way of the North River, at the White-Plains.

We have had a <:.onsiderableskirmish on York-Island
to-day. The cannonade began in the morning and held
until evening, with very short intermissions. A ship moved
up opposite Fort No.1. Colonel Magaw got down an
eighteen-pounder and fired sixty shot at her, twenty-six
of which went into her. She slipped her cable and left
her anchor, and was towed off by four boats. I think we
must have kil1ed a considerable bumber of their men, as
the confusion and distress exceeded al1 description. Our
ArtiHery behaved incomparably weH. Colonel Mcrgaw is
charmed with their conduct in firing at the ship and in the
field.. I left the island at three o'clock this afternoon. We
had lost but one man; he was kil1edby a shell that fell upon
his head. We have brol1ghtoff some of the enemy from
the field of battIe, and more are still lying on the ground
dead.

I am anxious to know the state of the troops in the grand
army: whether they are high or low spirited; whether well
or ill posted; whether a battle is expected or not. We must
govern our operations by yours. The troops here and on
the other side are in good spirits; but I fear quitting Fort
Independence will oblige Magaw to draw in his forces into
the garrison, as the enemy will have a passage open upon
his back. I fear it wiHdamp the spirits of his troops. He
did not expect it so ~oon; If the barracks are not burnt in
the morning, and the enemy don't press too hard upon us,
we will try to get away some of the boards.

I am, dear General, your obedient servant,
NATH'L GREENE.

INVOICE OF AMIlfUNITION.

Fort Lee, October 27, 1776.

Invoice of Ammunition sent by Colonel Che'vers,Com-
missary ~f Stores, to Genera-llW!iflin, by eight wagons, for
the Contmental army:

3 harrels of cannon powder.
9 half-barrels do. do.

2~ quarter-casks do. do.

23 boxes and kegs of cartridges, containing 29,608
Sundry boxes and kegs, containing - - 90,525

Cartridges,- - - 120,133
JONATHAN GOSTELOWE,

Assistant Commissary Stores.

LE'l'TER .FROM ROBERT H. HARRISON.

Head-Q,uarters, White-Plains, October 27, 1776.

SIR: I have it in command from his Excellency General
Washington to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this date, and to inform you that it is his request that the
whole of the Light-Horse under your command should repair
to this place, except one of the companies now with you,
which he would have left at the Fishkills, under the direc-
tioo of the Convention. To the five companies which you
expect, he desires YOllwill despatch one or two Ligl)t~
Horsemen, and direct them to come here instead of going
to the Fishkills.

I am, sir, your most obedient s'ervant,
ROB. H. HARRISON,Secretary.

-'
GENERAL HEATH TO COLONEL LASHER.

White-Plains, Qctober 27, 1776.

SIR: Immediately llpon receipt hereof, you will, if pos-
sible, secure, and remove from your post to ~[ount Wash-
ington, the cannon and stores left with you, and, without
delay, march your detachment to this place, by the"road to
Dobbs's Ferry. You will march with all possible despatch
whenever you attempt it. If the road should bf)obstructed
by the enemy, you must retreat to Mount Washington.
There are wagons, I am told, at that place, and perhaps
you may easily secure your baggage. The boats may take
it at the bridge, and convey it either to Dobbs's Ferry or
Mount WashingtQn. The barracks are to be burnt when
you leave them. You may either do it yourselves, or con-
fer with Colonel ~[agaw, and desire him to send a small
party to be present when you march off, and to fire the
barracks when you get a few miles distant. Secrecy and
despatch are essentially necessary. You will exercise your
best discretion as to the practicability of getting off all the
cannon. It is probable that Colonel Magaw will afford
you some assistance should you apply to him; but your
situation will not admit of much delay. .

I am, dear sir, yours, affectipnately,
W. HEATH.

To Colonel Lasher.

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL PUTNAM.

General Heath's compliments to General Putnam, and
acquaints him that the works at No.2 are in a dano-erous
cOlJdition, and submits it to his superiour wisdom whe~her it
be best to complete the new works or repair those which
are not tenable.

Friday morning, October 27.

TENCH TILG HMAN TO WII.J,IA~f DUER.

Head-Q,uarters, White-Plains, October 27, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have your favour of yesterday. The
General highly approves of your plan of having Rogers's

- prisoners sent up to your Convention, and will have it done
out of hand. You wiII receivewith them several persons
taken about this part of the country. The one that
appears to be deepest in _their schemes is James Budd,
whose examination you have enclosed. You may question
him without letting him know you have the examination,
and, from comparing the accounts given at different times,
form a judgment of the truth.

Our scouting parties are very actiV'eand very successful.
Yesterday they brought in five British prisoners, and this
morning twelve Waldeckers. The latter are amazed at the
kind tr~atment they receive. They say they were torn
away from their own country, and wiII willingly remain
among us. They say if their fellow-soldiers knew how
kindly they would be treated, and how plentifully and hap-
pily they might live, they would lay down their arms and
come amo,ngus. We shall contrive~ makea good use of
these fellows.
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JAMESBUDD'SExamination, taken 'J.5th October, 1776.
JamesBudd says he came to New- York from Quebeck

about the 10th of September. He came in the ship Lord
Sa1J,dwich"in company with three other transports,with the
prisoners taken in Canada. He landed at Red-Ho()k the
26th of September. From thence he came to New- Y()rk,
where he contillued most of the time till the day after the
enemy landed at Frog's P()int, when he went from New-
Y()rk to Frog's Point, where he was solicited to take a
commission in the King's service, under Major Rogers, or
in sorne other regiment. He had a recommendation to
RQgers for that purpose, but has not had his commission,
and was undetermined whether to ;;Iccept it. He came
home some time since, to see his family and know in what
state things were here (as he had been abspnt since May,
1775) before he concJus.led whether to accept a commis-
sion or not. After this he went on to Long-Island a.nd to
New- York; concluded to return ,home, and not take a.com-
mission in the King's service; and accordingly, last night,
came to Rye, on his way to his family, where he was made
a prisoner by the guard.

The enemy had, OIJFrog's Point, in his opinion, about
twenty thousand men the day after they landed. He thinks
General Howe commanded there. Generals Lord Percy,
Cleav.hJnd, and Presc()tt,were there. He was told they
expected to stay but a few days, and then land further east,
and were looking out for guides. The general talk was,
they, intended to surround the American army, to cut off
their retreat. But very few men are left on York-Island;
not more than one hundred in the city; none on Long-
Island but sick and the Long-Island recruits and some few
of the Light-Horse; about a regiment at Staten-Island,
and two or three regiments at Powle's Hook. Last Satur-
day, Snnday, and Monday, arrived a reinforcement, said to
be twelve thousand Hessians and Hanoverians, and one
regiment of Dragoons without horses. These have not
landed, but 'twas said were to land in North River, above EXTRACTOF .t>. LETTER FROM FORT LEE, DATED OCTOBER

our lines, and form a line across, to join the army on t!!:eEast 27, 1776.,
River. Expressed great fear lest we should land part of This morning,about seven o'clock, two fi'igatesmoved
our army on Long-Island. Salt provisions are plenty; fresh up the North River, and came to an anchor near Bour-
provisions scarce, poor, and dear. The army, in general, is dett's Ferry, apparently with an intenlion to stop the ferry-
healthy. The Hessians are sickly. The enemy lost three way, and cut off the communication between this place and
hundred on Long-Island. On Sunday, the 15th, they lost Fort Washington. The enemy at the sarne time appeared
very few; the 16th, their loss was considerable. He has on Harlem I;'lain, and Colonel Magaw, who commands on
not been in the camp since he left Frog's Neck; but the York-Island, ordered the lines to be manned. The ships
principal encampment appears to be at &arsdale, between endeavoured to dislodge them by firing on tbeir £Tanks,but
New-Rochelle and Itlarineck, on the northwardly of the they fired to very little purpose. The barbette battery on
road. Rogers, with six hundred men, is at J!Iaroneck. the high hill on the left of the ferry, opened on the frigates,
Some Light-Infantryand a battalionof De Laney's, com- and fireda considerabletime withoutdoingthem any or but
manded by Major Grant, lie there, or near there. Rogers very little damage. Upon our ceasing to fire, a gun froro
has one battalion full; and a second now raising, in which Fort No.1, on York-Island, began to play on them with
he had an offer of a Captaincy. This is by information, great advantage, and hulled the

T one highest up about
as he has not been present since he left Frog's Point. twenty times. At this time, two eighteen-pounders, which

The army consists of about thirty thousand, besides the were ordered do.wn this side the river, opposite the ships~
late reinforcement. Isaac Jerow, Isaac Hatfield, one gave them so warm a salute that they hoisted all sail; the
Joseph Golden, of New- York State, one ~McGinnis, of foremost slipped her cable, and appeared to be in the great-
New-lIampshire, and one Smith, one Sanford, of Salem, est confusion. She'could make no way, although towed by
in Westchester County, are Captains; one Covert, of two boats, till tbe lower one, perceiving her distress, sent
Cortlandt's lUanpr, one Hierlitry, from It/iddldown, in two more barges to her assistance, who at length dragged
Connecticut, one William Gray, of Maroneck, are Lieu- her out of the reach of our fire. It is very probable that
tenants; and one Grijfing, from New-England, is a Cap- many of her men were killed, and she herself extremely

FIFTH SERIES.-VOL. II. 80

Our neighbours remain very quiet in this quarter; but
we have heard a heavy cannonade abou.t Fort Washington.
We don't know the occasion yet, but have sent dowl1 for
intelligence. ,

You are misinformed as to the quantity of provisions we
have lost. When General Lee removed, he was obliged to
leave eighty or ninety barrels of provisions, of all kinds, for
want of wagons.

We already makI:Ja vI:Jryrespectable figure: our front
lined and abutted, and some redoubts well forwarded on
our rear, impassable for ho{Seor foot but through passes of
which we have possession.

Send Usgood news from the northward, and never fear
us; we will play bur part.

I am, dear sir, sincerely yours,
TENOH Tn-GHMAN.

To William Duer, Esquire, of the Committee of Corres-
pondence, Fishkill.

tain in Rogers's regiment. Elijah Purdy's. son, of the
White-Plains, and Joshua Barns, of Philips borough, ate
Lieut~nants in the enemy's service. They design to attack
us shortly, if we, don't ret.reat; but do not design to attack
us in our works; and they said they would not march faster
than the cannon cleared the way before them.' They have
some twelve-pound artillery and some field artillery with
them. They have a good supply of horses and wagons.
Their regiments generally consist of about five oundred
men. .

October 25, 1776.

H. HUGHE;S 1'0 OA,PTMN KIERSE.

White~Pl!\ins, October 27,1776.

SIR: You will please to call on Mr. Dw:r, the President
of the Convention, who will receive thirty thousand dollars
by the hands of Mr. Quackenboss, (one of our assistants,)
and acquaint him that it is General Mitflin's desire that you
should be furnished with cash to purchase hay, corn, oats,
rye, bran, and buckwheat,as well asto pay for what wood
you may have already engaged agreeable to former in-
structions. But no more wood need be bought that side
t.he river till further orders from here, unless Mr. Duer
desires it. '

Let all the other articlesbe s.entto P~ekskill, al)d put
under the care of Mr. Joseph Travis, one of the CQmrniUee,
informing what progress you make as often as possible.

I am, with great regard, sir, your very humble servant,
H. HUQHES.

To Captain Kierse.
P. S. You will from henceforward take directions from

Mr. Duer altogether, as he has undertaken for our depart
ment; and let him see this scrawl.

JAMES ABEEL 'fO ROBEttT HA;RPEI\.
Camp at White-P1ains, October 27,1776.

GENTL:EMEN: I llave taken the liberty to recommend
Mr. Christopher Codwise to you as a person 'properly qual-
ified to bear the cQmmission of Captain in tbe army of the
States, he being a resolute, prudent oflicer, aod has shown
his willingness, before he was io the service of the States,
to go as a volunteer on every expedition, and has always
behaved himself well, and, since h,shaving been a.n officer,
has always discharged his duty in the station he was, to the
satisfaction of his superiour officers. I should by no means
recommend him, in thought he did not deserve it. There-
fore I hope you will consider of the matter, and if you find
him deserving a commission, will hQnolJr him with it; in
doing of which you will greatly oblige, gentlemen, your
most humble servant,

' J A
.

.AS. BEEL.

To Messrs. Robert Harper, Graham, and De Witt.
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damaged; but the weathi;r was so hazy that it was impos-
sible to see any thing distinctly at a distance. The enemy
by this time .had begun a smart fire on the island with field-
pieces and mortars. Our men returned the compliment.
They were out of their lines great-part of the day. There
were but few discharges of small-arms. Our men killed
about a dozen Hessians, and brought them off. We had
one man killed with a shell. This was the account at fi~'e
o'clock; it is now seven, and the firing has just ceased, but
nothing extraordinary, I beiieve, has happened. We take
this day's movement to be only a feint; at any rate it is
little honourable to the red-coats..

Yesterday I informed you, that a party of the Light-Horse
and Infantry had taken possession of Phillips's Manor, be-
tween King's Bridge and our main army. They continued
there all night, but this morning they retired.

VOLKERT VEEDER TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

Caughnawaga, October 27, 1776.

SIR: I have made bold to send this to inform you that I
am in a very low state of health, being tormented with a
continual racking pain in my bowels and a great fever:
confined to my bed.since the 21st instant; but, sir, as soon
as God pleases to bless me with health and strength to per-
form a journey, I shall come to Albany to you. I have
rec~ved your letter.

From, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
V OLKERT VEEDER.

To Robert R. Livingston, Esq., one of the Delegates; to
the care of Abm. Yates, Esq., in Albany.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM TICONDEROGA, DATED OCTO-

BER 27, 1776.

Last Monday, a party of the Indians came across two
.soldiers bringing, in a hammock, a wounded soldier who
received his wound in the engagement of our fleet. The
Indians surprised them within three miles of our camp, and
took the two able men prisoners, tomahawked the wounded
man, and l~ft the tomahawk in his hand; since which the
two prisoners have }:ltJensent back by Governour Carleton,
who examined them concerning our army; but, as the men
were very ignorant, I believe got but little satisfaction on
that head. He swore them not to take up arms against his
Majesty again, and supplied them four days' provisions, and
!ent them back, informing them, at the same time, that he
should soon drive the Rebels from their lines, and should
have done it before, but was waiting with, an expectation
that we should be wise enough to lay down our arms, and
deliver ourselves to the mercy of his Majesty. Simple
man! to think that such gasconade would have any effect
to intimidate the minds of the brave Americans.

JOHN B. SCOTT TO GENERAL GATES.

M:ount Independence, October 27, 1776.

SIR: As my trial before the Court-Martial will be a long
and tedious one, and detain a number of officers from duty
of . more consequence; and as all the money that I am
charged with having drawn more than I ought is in the Pay-
master's hands, the time for which I am engaD'ed in the
Continental service expiring to-morrow:

0

For this reason I have taken the liberty to beg leave of
your Honour to resignmy commission as a Captain in the
Second New-Jersey Regiment. Your granting this request
will be greatly ackoowledged b)', sir, with the greatest
respect, your humble sen'ant,

J B SOHN . COTTo
To Hon. General Gates.

JESSE ROOT Td GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Hartford, October 27,1776.

PU;ASE YOURHONOUR:The power of this Committee,
by act of Assembly, extends only to prisoners of war, to
provide for them, and to treat them with humanify, accord-
ing to their rank, &c., and the Committee met with little
difficulty in ordering the prisoners, except with Governour
Skeen and Captain McKay, until the late successes of the
British arms, which has elated the prisoners and Tories, and

some of them, in consequence thereof, are grown saucy and
troublesome. Not to punish this insolence will be imputed
to timidity, and improved to dishearten our own people; and
to make orders for their punishment without execllting them
is worse than nothing; and the Committee must execute
their own orders themselves, unless they can persuade some-
body to do it for them, or suffer the mortification of seeing
them despised, for t1.:eyare not invested with power to
command any civil or military assistance. Martial law is
almost the only law they ~re acquainted with, and a military
force what they most dread. I am desired by the Com-
mittee to represent to your Honour, in their name, that some
further regulations are necessary, and that the Committee
have power to command assistance, to order a guard at the
gaol, or over any of the prisoners when needed, and to
punish such guard for neglect on duty, &c., &c., &c.
There is now a guard kept at the gaol, but we are obliged
to beg and plead to get them; and behave as they will, we
have no power to punish therrt; The Tories of our own
State are busy at the gaol with the prisoners, and of such
we have no power more than other individuals, &c.

What further regulations and powers are necessary and
safe to be made and given to this Committee is humbly
submitted tq the wisdom of your Honour to prescribe and
grant, by your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,

J ESSERooT,
In behalf of the Committee.

To his Honour Governour Trumbull.

JAMES CLARKE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October 28, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: When I was last at Annapolis, Mel-
cher Keener and myself made the honourable Council of
Safety an offer to serve them in the purchase of produce
here, but since then we have not had the pleasure of hearing
from the honourable Council; do suppose they are other-
ways engaged. I have a schooner on hand which, by a
resolve of our Committee some time ago, I am not allowed
to load on my own account; have resolved to sell her, and
should you still be in want of vessels,may have her if you
please. She will carry s~ven hundred barrels, or upwards.
She will want some repairs. The price as she lies is four
hundred and fifty pounds.

I remain, respectfully, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant ,

JAMES CLARKE.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., Annapolis.

JOSEPH WHAYLAND's PETITION TO THE MARYLAND CONVEN-

TION.

The petition of JOSEPHW HAYLAND,Jun., a languishing
prisoner in the Gaol at ANNAPOLIS,humbly showeth:
That at the time your petitioner was taken by Major

Fallin's guard, he had all his clothes taken fium him; that
he is now naked, and has been SO ever since his confine-
ment,iU1d has not wherewithal to purchase any clothes.
He therefore humbly prays your Honours would be pleased
to grant him canorder on Mr. Fallin for the delivery of his
clothes. Arid your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray.'

JOSEPH WHAYLAND.
October 28, 1776.

STEPHEN STEWARD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

GENTLEMEN:Mr Gideon Adair waits on you for a com-
mission as Captain of Marines on board of the largest
Province schooner, which I hope to have rigged and fitted
for sea in ten or twelve days. As sailors are very hard to
be got, I should think it would be well for you to put from
twenty to thiriy landsmen on board. After being a cruise
they will become half sailors, which will be of great use to'
this State. Mr. Adair, as I have said to you before, is' as
fitting a man for the service as any acquaintance. He has
the offer of going out in that station in a small privateer in
this neighbourhood, but now comes to you to give you the
preference.

If you should think of giving him a commission, it's hiD'h
time he was recruiting, as there isseverar recruiting' parties
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about this place. And I am, gentlemen, your humble
servant,

STEPHEN STEWARD.

To the honourable Council of Safety.
If you should give Mr. Adair a commission, it will be

well to tell him to get as many young country-born lads as
he can.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, Monday evening, eleven o'clock, ~
October 28, 1776. 5

SIR: This moment, Dodd, the express from the State of
:Massachusetts, who took your despatches to Congress on
Saturday last, arrived at my house, and informs me that
this nay, about twelve o'clock, he put up at one Bissinett's,
a publick house in Bristol, where he opened his bundle, to
deliver a letter to be forwarded over the ferry to Mrs.
Reed, and leaving his bundle in the bar-room, while he
stepped out, on his return the whole of his letters were car-
ried off, and no person could give any account of them;
and after inquiring and getting all the assistabce he could to
,endeavour the obtaining them, their searches were fruitless,
and he is here without a single letter. As your letters may
be of the utmost consequence, and the enemy may derive
great advantage from the knowledge of their contents, (as I
have no doubt but they will soon be in possessionof them,)
I have judged it proper, without waiting for the meeting of
Congress in the morning, to .despatch this express to you,
to give you this intelligence, that you may, as far as pos-
sible, guard against 'the movements the enemy may ma\t.e
in consequence of the intelligence they may gain by the
possession of those letters, and that you may take such steps
as this accident may suggest to you from the particulars of
your letters, as necessary to counteract the attempts of the
enemy. I, however, hope that your letters, should they
fall into their hands, will not afford them much comfort, nor
give them any great prospects of advantages, though I shall
be unhappy until I know the contents, and beg, by the
return of this express, you will send me a copy of them, as
it will be a great relief to Congress to receive the earliest
accounts.

I shalJ, early in the morning, seQd to Bristol, and have
a strict search made, and recover the letters if possible, and
detect the person who robbed the mail.

You will excuse this hasty letter, written in great agita-
tion and hurry, as I would not lose a moment in sending
it off.

I am, with the utmost respect and esteem, sir, your most
obedient, 'humble servant, J H P .

d t
'

OHN ANC:OCK, rest en .
To His Exeellency General Washington, Commander-in-

Chief of all the Forces of the United-States, at White-
Plains.

PRESIDENT OF CONG:!tESS TO REV. JACOB D'UCHE.

Philadelphia, October 28, 1776.

SIR: I do myself the pleasure, in the name of the Con-
gress, and by their direction, to return you the thanks of
that House for the devout and acceptable mannel1,.in which
you dis~harged your duty during the time you officiated as
Chaplain to it.

In obedience to their commands, I send yOll the enclosed
one hundred and fifty dollars, which they have ordered me
to present to you as an acknowledgment for your services.

With sincere wishes for your health and happiness, I am,
sir, your most humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.
To the Rev. Jacob Duche.

some time before you have any account from his Excellency
General Washington.

A ship moved up the river early in the morning, above
our lower lines..right opposite to Fort No.1, near old Head-
Quarters at Morris's; she began a brisk cannonade upon
the shore. Coloile1 ft'(agaw, who commands at Fort Wash-
ington, got down an eighteen pounder and fired sixty rounds
at her; twenty-six went through her; the gun was mostly
loaded with two balls. She was annoyed considerably by
two eighteen-pounders from this shore. The confusion and
distress that appeared on board the ship exceeds all descrip-
tion. Without doubt she lost a great number of men. She
was towed off by four boats sent from the other ships to
her assistance; she slipped her cable and left her anchor.
Had the tide run Aood'one half-hour longer, we should have
sunk her. At the same time the fire from the ships began,
the enemy brought up their field-pieces, and made a dispo-
sition to at\ack the lines, but Colonel Magaw had so happily
disposed and arranged his men as to put them out of conceit
of that manceuvre. A cannonade and fire with small-arms
continued almost all day, with very little intermission. We
lost one man only. Several of the enemy were killed;
two or three our people got and brought off the field, and
several more were left there. The firing ceased last evening,
and has not been renewed this morning.

General Washington and General Howe are very near
neighbours. Some decisive strOke is hourly expected: God
grant it may be a happy one 1 The troops are in good
spirits; and in every engagement since the retreat from New-
York. have given the enemy a drubbing.

I have the honour to be your most obedient, humble
servant, NATHANAELGREENE.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con-

tinental Congress, at Philadelphia.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLQNEL HASLET TO GENERAL

RODNEY, DATED OCTOBER 28, 1776.
.

On Monday night Lord Stirling ordered me, with seven
hundred and fifty men, to attack the enemy's outposts, ten
miles from this place, at the village of Mamaroneck; which
was done, and their guards forced. We brought in thirty-
six prisoners, a pair of colours, sixty stand of arms, and a
variety of plunder besides. The party we fell in with was
Colonel Rogers's, the late worthless Major. On the first
fire, he skulked off in the dark. His Lieutenant and a
number of others were left dead on the spot. Had not ol1r
guards deserted us on the first outset, he and his whole
party must have been taken., On our side three or four
were left dead, and about fifteen wounded; among the
latter is Major Green, of the Second Virginia Regiment,
wounded in the shoulder, and Captain Pope, who acted
as Major, and behaved with great bravery, wounded in his
leg; both likely to recover. As this was the first effort of
the kind, and a plan of his Lordship's, he was so highly
pleased with our success that he thanked us publickly on
the parade.

Return of the Killed and Wounded of the Second Brigade,
commanded by Brigadier-General LESLIE, (British,)
OCT0:l\ER28, 1776.

GENERA.L qREENE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 31, 1776,]

Fort Lee, New-Jersey, October 28, 1776.

SIR: This being a critical hour, when the hopes and
fears of the count~y and city are continually alarmed, and . Xam~sof the Ojfice:skilled. and ~ounded,'

vesterday there bemlJ' a considerable heav y cannonade most Twenty-EIghth Regiment-Captam Demmg, kIlled; ~Ieutenant Taylor,.
f 'h d I h

o
h h

.
d

.
bl 'r. wounded.part 0 t? ay, ave t oug It a .vlsa e to lOrward an Thi;ty-Fifth Re.giment-LieutenaJ?t-ColonelCarr an«! Ensign Eagel,

express with the Itccount of the action of the day. The kI11ed;Captam Tuckgearald,LIeutenant Massey,Lieutenant Banks,
communication between this and the grand division of the

F
woun

N
d.ed

th' R ' t C t
.. . .'. orty- m eglmen- ap aln Goar, Lieutenant Toyulon, killed;

army IS, III a great measure, cut off; therefore, It will be Lieutenant Roberls,wounded.
...

'.
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'EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROMWHITE-'PLAINS, DATED OCTO-

BER28, 1776.
This morning i~formation was received that the enemy

ap'peared to be preparing for a general attack, and were
advancing fast. Proper preparations were rnacJe to re-
ceive them, and very soon the ball was opened with field-
pieces on both sides. The enemy attacked our right wing,
who defended themselves nobly. At the same time, a
party of Light-Horse filed off towards our centre; a shot
from one of our cannon forced them to wheel to the right-
about and retreat; it IS said this shot unhorsed two of them.
About one o'clock one of the horses was brought in; his
rider was killed. Fighting still continues; it is now three
o'clock, p. m. To-morrow 1 think, will be the important
day. No accounts can yet be given of the loss oq 'either
side. Our men are the most expert in the world at making
breastworks; in an hour or two they made an amazingly
10nO'stone fence, and covered it properly_with earth.

The skirmish you mention was on Monday. We then
took thirty-six Tories, who had inlisted with Major Rogers.

Yesterday we took twenty Waldeckers and Regulars;
seVen of the latter. Yesterday, too, the enemy attacked
our lines at Harlem and Mount Washington at the same
tin~e with two ships; they were repulsed in both places.
This morning forty-five Tories, and some Regular prisoners
passed through here on their way to Fishkill.

Colonel Smallwood, of Maryland, is thi~ moment come
wounded to the house where I am. He is wounded in the
arm and hip, but rode here on horseback, alld can walk
tolerably well.

EXTRACT OF A LETTJ;:R FROM WHITE-pLAINS, DATED QCTO-

BER 28, 1776, A'r 'rWQ O'CLOCK, P. M.

I have only time to acquaint you that since my arrival
at the American camp; we have had several very success-
ful skirmishes with the enemy, in which the latter have lost
several hundred men, in killed and prisoners. Thirteen
Waldeckers, seven Britons, and two Tories, were yesterday
taken prisoners, and brought in to Head-Quarters.

This day, about ten o'clock, the enemy' advanced to-
wards our lines, in full view of Head-Quarters, while a large
body approached to the right. The first were soon dis-
persed by our Artillery. The.,latter auacked several of
our regiments on the right, when a warm engagement began,
and n~w continues with great fury. To-morrow, it is prob-
able, will produce a general battle.

Colonel Smallwood is just come in, wounded in the arm
and hip, but not dangerously.

I must not omit mentiQning that the enemy made an
unsuccessful attempt against out' lines at Harlem yesterday.

P. S. The post being detained by desire of the Gen-
eral, gives me an opportunity (with a wooden pen, on a
dru!ll head) to acquaint you that the part of our army
which was engaged to-day was a brigade commanded by
General McDougall, composed of Webb's, Ritzema's,
Smallwood's, Haslet's, and Brooks's regiments. Ritzema's
and Smallwood's suffered most on this occasion, sustaining
with great patience and coolness a long and heavy fire, and
finally retreated with great sullenness, beiog obliged to giv~
way to a superiour force.

The British army and auxiliaries are now 'encamped
about one mile off our lines, and make a formidable appear-
ance; but, from the spirit and temper of our troops, I augur
weJl of the event of another attack, which it is expected
will commence to-morrow morning.*'

.. October 26, 1776.-GeneraJ Lee's qivision joined the anny. In as-
cending some of the hills on the road, this division, encumbered with
many wagons, was obliged to halt and double the teams, in open view
of the British, and at no considerable distance, who did not attempt to
disturb them; which, had they done" the loss of the cannon, wagons,
&c., could not have been aVOIded. The troops would have bent their
march, unencumbered, towards the Hudson; but the wagons, &c., must.

. have been left. Two or three British soldiers and a Hessian were taken
prisoners and sent in.

October 27, 1776.-1n the _forenoon, a heavy cannonade was heard
towards Fort Washington. Thirteen Hessians and two or three British
soldiers were sent in on this day.

From the .Ilmerican camp to the southwest there appeared to be a
very commanding height, worthy of attention. The Commander-in-
Chief ordered the General Officers who were off duty to attend him, to
reconnoitre this ground, on this morning. When arrIved at the ground,
altoough, very commanding, it did not appear so much so as other
grounds to the north, and almost parallel with the left of the imny as it
was then formed. '

,
Yonder," says Major-General Lee, painting to the

DR. JOH~ MORGAN 'r0 JOHN JAY.

North-Castle, October 28, 1776.

SIR: I wrote a hasty letter some time ago, requesting
from the State of New- York that they would allow me the
remainder of the stock of medicines purchased for the use
of the State, of whieh they were so good as to allow me
one ha]f early in the summer for the use of the army.
The demand for medicines is very great, and we cannot
procure a sufficiency at any rate. Not having received an
answer to that letter, I feat' it"has miscarried. I should be
much obliged to yon, sir, if you would be pleased to make
application in my favour for the medicines, if not disposed
of; for which, as well as what I was before favoured with,
I shall pay the amount on demand.

With great esteem, sir, your most
vant,

obedient, humble ser-

JOHN MORGAN.

To the Hon. John Jay.

COMMI'rTEE O'f BEDFORD TO 'rHE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Bedford, October 28,1776.

GEN'rLEMEN:The names of the poor of the parish of
New- York came to Bedford qn the 28th day of August
last, by order of the County Committee, and was supported
by the Committee of Bedford. A housewas hired for
them, and kept together ever since:

Thomas Graham, Cathri~ Graham, Elienor Graham,
Elisabeth Maguire, Yeofan Sinklar, Elisabeth Stuart,
E
,

lisabeth Anderson, Clo
.

ye Hooker, George Jones, M
.

ary
Macarty, Sarah O'Farel, Margert Brown, Elisabeth
Roger, Isabel Wilson, Mary Atweel, SU$anah Mitchel,
Isabel Mitchel, Jane Holmes, Elisabeth Airs, Evert Cor-
nelius, Garret Squiraman, William Mitchel, Thomas Wil-
liamson, Charles Morfett, Peter Losey, David Harring,
John Stuart, Walter McDonald.

Elisabeth Airs is dead since she came; and about a
grounds just mentioned, "is the ground we ought to occupy." ., Let
us, then, go and view it," replied the Commander-in-Chief. When on
the way, a Light-Horseman came Ut in full gallop, his horse almost
out of breath, and addressed Genera Washington," The British ~re on
the camp, sir." The General observed, "Gent]emen, we have now
other busines!, than reconnoitring," putting his horse in full gallop for
the camp, ana followed by1he other officers. When arrIVed at Head-
Q,uarters, the Adjutant-General, (Reed,) who had remained at camp,
informed the Commander-in-Chief that the guards had been all beat in,
and the whole .I1merican anny were now at their respective posts, in
order of battle. The Commander"in-Chief turned round to the officers,
and only said, "GentJemen, you will repair to your respective posts,
and do the best you can." General Heath, on arrivin~ at his own divi-
sion, found them all in the lines; and, from the height of his post,
found that the first attack wa<! directed against the .I1merica1tS on Chader-
lon's hill. The little river Bronx, which ran between the .I1merican right
and this hill, Eifter running round its north side, turned and ran down
on the east and southeast. The British advanced in two columns. At
this instant, the can.nonade was brisk on 1Joth sides, directed by the
British across the hollow and Bronx, against the .I1mericans on the hill,
and by them returned. Almost at the same instant, the right column,
composed of British troops, preceded by about twenty Light-Horse, in
fu]] gallop, and brandishmg their swords, appefi.red on the road leadin~
to the Court-House, and now directly in front of General Heath's divI-
sion. The Light-Horse leaped the fence of a wheat-field at the foot of
the hill, on which Colonel Malcom's regiment was !JOsted, of which
the Li~ht-Horse were not aware, until a shot from LIeutenant Fenno's
field-piece gave them notice, by striking in the midst of them, and a
horseman pitching from his horse. They then wheeled short about,
galloped out of' the field as fast as they came in, rode behind a little hiJI
In the road'; and faced about, the tops of their caps only being visible
to General Heath where he stood. The column came no further up the
road, but wheeled to the left by platoons, as they came up, and, pass-
ing through a bar or gateway, directed their head towards the troops
on Chaderton's hill, now engaged. When the head of the column had
got nearly across the lot, their front got out of sight; nor could the
extent of their rear be now discovered. The sun shone bright, their
arms glittered, and perhaps troops never were shown to more advan-
t~e than these now appeared. The whole now haJted, and, for a few
mmutes, the men all sat down in the same order in which they stood,
no one appearing to move out of his place. The cannonade continued
brisk across the Bronx. A part of the left column, composed of British
and Hessians, forded the river, and marched along, under the cover of
the hill, until they had gained sufficieRt ground to the left of the .I1me>i-
cans, when, by facing to the left, theIr column became a line parallel
with the .Ilmericans. When they briskly ascended the hill, the first
column resumed a quick march. As the troops which were advancing
to the attack ascended the hill, the cannonade on the side of the British
ceased, as their own men became exposed to their fire if continued
The fire of small-arms was now very heavy, and without !lny distinc-
tion of sounds. This led some .I1merican officers who were looking on
to observe that the British were worsted,!ls their cannon had ceased
firing; but a few minutes evinced that the .I1mericans were giving way.
They moved off the hill in a great body, neither running nor observing
the best order. The British ascended the hill very slowly, and when
arrived at its summit, formed !lnd dressed tl;teir line, without the least
attempt to. pursue the .I1mericans. The loss on the side of the .I1meri-
cans W!l$ inconsiderable; that of the British was not then known. The
British having got possession of this hill, it gave them a vast advantage
of the .Ilmerican lines, aJmost down to the centre.-Heath.
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week- ago, Walter McDonald is gone out of the poor-
houseto keep a schoolfor small.children. - .

There is men and women In the poor.;housethat IS
able to earn their livinG',and not to be chargeable to the
publick. They do littl~ jobs about, which they are paid
for, and they buy rum with, and get drunk. TheyquaITel
among themselves, and make their complaint to me, which
I cannot do any thing with them. I hope you'll se~d
written instructions, so that we may know how to deal wIth
them. '

The money due to the Committee of Bedford, which
they engaged for, amounts to £23 8s. Id. They wa~t
that money and more to be sent do~n to suppor~ them t?IS
winter. The funeral charges for Ehsabeth Atrs ISnot paid,
and no account made of it in the above. The poor says
she left a feather bed, and whether that ought to be sold to
defray charges or not, we don't know. Now, considering
the prisoners sent here, concerning the parole granted them
by the Continental Congress for six miles e~ch way ~rom
the places of their abode, was shortened by thIs CommIttee
to a quarter of a mile, for the following reasons: they went
about night and day amongst the Tories here, and made
great disturbances concerning the times.i they went off on
a Sunday, and have not heard of them smc~; they are con~
siderably in debt here, and left effects, which we collected
tOIJether,and prized it, which amounts to £90 7s.3d.
m1ether we are to sell it. at vendue, and pay the debts due,
or not, we cannot telI, and return the overplus of the sale
of tbeir effects to the Convention, or keep it for them, if
ever they return. I hope tbe honourable Convention wi!1
take it all in consideration, and instruct us.what our duty IS
to do, and we will endeavour to do it punctually, without
delay.

By order of Bedford Committee, I subscribe myself
your most humble servant,

LEWISMcDoNALD, Chairman.

To the President of the honourable Convention at Fish-
kill, Dutchm County.

SAMUEL TtJDER TO PIERRE. VAN CORTLANDT.

Pougnkeepsle, October 28, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of 19th instant \Vith copy of a note
from the Marine Committee at Philadelphia enclosed,
wherein they express great anxiety for tbe Ij-igatesbuilding
here, came safe to hand, in consequenc~ ?f which we have
used our !1tmoste:1<ertionsto get the ships ready to Jaunch.
The General-Montgomery will be lauoched on Monday,
tbe 4th November next, at eight in the morning, at which
time we should be glad of the company of such gentlemen
of the Convention as can conveniently attend.

We are, with great respect, sir, your most obedient,
humble servants, AUGUSTINLAWRENCE,

SAMUEL TUDER.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq.

P. S. If you have any news, should take it kind of )'Ou
to let us know by the bearer hereof, Mr. Joseph Pierson.
Please toforward the letter.herewith sent to Marine Com-
mittee by first conveyance.

SETH CQRTIS TO CAPTAIN. E. HASBl!-0QCK.
Kingston, October 28, 1776.

SIR: As soon as I had time to recollect myself, I found
I had made a mistake in your pay-roll. The sergeants'
waites I have drawn upon a par with the soldiers', acca-
sio~ed by having too much busj~ess then upon hand.. How-
ever with a little trouble you wIll alter that; and, mstead
of their wages as they th~re stand, it ought to be thus:

John Graha.m, Sergeant, - £8 6 4!
.4aacDavis,Jr., Sergeant,- 6 16 6
William Brodhead, Sergeant, - 8 14 11

£23 17 9~

I thought it my duty to give you this 'timely notice, to
prevent bad consequences, which please to accept from
your humble servant, SETH CURTIS.

To Captain E. lIasbrouck, at Fishkill.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATEs.

Saratoga, October 28, 1776, seven o'clock in the morning.

SIR: Yollr letter of the 26th is this momentcome to
hand. I have given orders and done every thing in my
power to pasten up the Militia. If they are tardy in march;'
inIJ if, upon tbeir arrival at Skenesborough, they refuse to
pr~~eed to Tyonderoga, the fault is'' not and will not be
mme.

Colonel Dayton received my orders in twenty-four hours
after they left Albany: you have been advised when that
was. He has not delayed in obeying them. The march
from Fort Stanwix is longer, and encumbered with more
difficulties tIuin you imagine. His regiment arrived last
evening at Stillwater. He is now here, but it is very doubt-
ful whether he will proceed at all to Tyonderoga, as he
halted there in consequence of the most alarming intelli-
gence from Tryon County. If the Committee of th~.~on-
vention of this State cannot procure a body of MilitIa to
march into the western quarter, he must go back. Several
of the principal Tories are gone to Sir John Johnson, who
commands a body of troops and Indians destined for the
Mohawk river; and the inhabitants threaten to lay down
their arms uoless they can be assisted with men.

A party of Militia, who arrived here last night, are ,this
mornina going in quest of a body of Tories, who are said to
rendez;ous to the westward of this place, with an intent to
join General Carleton, or interrupt the communication.

In your letter of the 24th you mention the want of spades
in such a manner as if there had been a neglect in procuring
them. They are not to be had. All that the country
afforded, all that I could get made, have been sent you.
The turnips and potatoes cannot go unless the flour. is
stopped. . A person is gone e:Jtpress to Boston f~r naIls. .
Nail rods are not to be had here. I have determmed to
send the Militia from Fort Edward to Tryon County, if
they will not march to Tyonderoga, and have ordered D(lY-
ton's to proceed with all despatch.

I am, sir, your humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
Where is Colonel Lewis, for whom I have so long ago

written to you? Yauncey's return, mentioned in yours of
the 24th, was not enclosed.

RICHARD STOCKTON TO ABRAHAM CLARK.
, Sarato~a, October28, 1776.

DEARSIR: Before I left Philadelphia Congress appointed
a committee, consisting of, one member from each State,
to devise ways and means for furnishing the army with
clothinlJ, &c. As the member appointed for New-Jersey,
I laid fhe resolution before our Legislature, then sitting at
Princeton, and recommended to them the great importance
of their appointinlJ persons in every County. They were
pleased to take up the matter with that zeal which the
nature of it required, and determined to take a recess that
they might, in their own persons, the more effectually and
speedily execute the ~usiness. I hope, ther.efore,that already
a considerable quantIty of shoes.and stockmgs at least, may
be provided, and tqat you ,,:ill take immedia.te or~er for the
sending a parcel to o~r regu:nents who are III thIs quarte~.
Colonel Dayto~!'S regm1ent IS ordered from Fort Stanwlx
to Tyconderoga. The Colonel and Major Barber came
here last evening, and the regiment is now within a few
miles of this place, marching with cheerfulness, but great
part of the men barefooted and barelegged. My heart melts
with compassion for my brave countrymen who are thus
venturing their lives in the publick service,.and yet are so
distressed. There is not a single shoe or stocking to be
had in this part of the world, or I would ride a l1t!ndred
miles through the woods and purchase them with my own
money; for you'll consider that the we~t~er here m!lst be
very different from that in New-Jersey: It ISvery cold now
I assure you. For God's sake, my d~ar sir, upon the receipt
of this, collect all the shoes and stockmgs you can, and send
them off for Albany in light wagons; a couple of two-horse
wap'ons wi!! bring a great many, which may be distributed
am~ng our several regiments who wiII be all tog~ther at
Tyconderocrain a few days. If any breeches and waIstcoats
be ready, ~end them along; but do not wait for them if ,

the shoes and ~tockinp'sare ready and the others not.- ,

We have despatch~s from General.Gates this morning,
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informing that he hourly expects to be attacked by the
,

enemy; but our worksare verystrong,and a boom thrown
across the wat~r from Tycon,deroga to Mount Independence,
to prevent. the enemy's shipping from getting below us.
Therefore, I trust, with the blessing of .Almighty God, that
we shall disappoint their wicked and sanguinary.purposes.
But shall the brave troops fromNew-Jersey stand in the
lines half-leg deep in snow, without shoes or stockings?
God forbid! I shall empty my portmanteau of the
stockings I have for my own use on this journey, excepting
a pair to take me home; but this is a drop of water in the
ocean.

In the utmost haste, I am, with much esteem, dear sir,
your most obedient, humble servant,

RICH'D STOCKTON.

To Abraham Clark, Esq.

COLONEL WYNKOOP TO GENERAL GATES.

Skeenesborough, October 28,1776:

DEARGENERAL:I send vou one hundred boards and
eighty barrels of flour by the Militia. It is Colonel Yates's
orders from General Schuyler, that all the boats! send from
this place to Fort Ann must be loaded with flour. I would
be glad if the General would let me know, by the first
opportunity, whether he would have the flour forwarded to
Ticonderoga or have it left at this place, and which of the
two must be brought from Fort Ann first, the boards or the
flour.

I would be very glad if the General would please to send
me up some musket-balls. As to powder, I have plenty.

This evening I expect that there will be one hundred and
eighty men~in of Colonel Robinson's regiment, f~m New-. F1ngland. .

Yesterday I sent off a number of boats to Fort Ann to
bring down two regiments of Militia which are out of
Albany County. I shall want some more boats to send off
the Militia as fast as they arrive. General ScllUyler has
ordered, also, that all the cattle must be brought to this
place and killed here, and forwarded to Ticonderoga in
quarters; which we are doing as fast as possible.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
CORN'S WYNKOOP.

To Major-Genera] Gates.
The General will see by my return that I am weak of

men.

COLONEL WYNKOOP TO GENERAL GATES.

Skeenesborough, October 28, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have sent twelve batteaus to Fort
Ann in order to bring down two or three regiments of
Militia from that place, with their baggage, and also a
quantity o(flour. I have been obliged to have the remainder
of the batteaus that was here, dragged over and put into
Wood Creek.

I would be very glad i\ the General would please to
send me some more boats, as I have now but two boats
left, that I might be able to forward tfJe troops as fast as
they arrive.

.

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant,
CORN'S WYNKOOP.

To Major-General Gates.

COLONEL !.IVINGSTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, October 28,1776.

SIR: After having with the greatest impatience waited
the arrival of the whale-boats and vessels that were to have
been employed in the Long-Island 'expedition, I find myself
at length disappointed, Colonel McIntosh having marched
two of the regiments that were allotted for the purpose to
Head-Quarters; so that the original plan must of necessity
fall through, as the force we have left is inadequate to tbe
undertaking. Colonel Richmond's regiment has only three
hundred men, and my detachment, together with part of
Colonel Smith's .regiment that have joined me, amonnt to
about two hundred. The term of inlistment for Colonel
Richmond's regiment will be elapsed in ten days. However,
we will not be quite disappointed, but will make an attempt

to dispersethe recruitsinlistingfor GeneralHowe, onLong-
Island. If our orders extended to burning the hay, grain,
and whatsoever we conceived might be of advantage to the
epemy, I imagine we might distress them a little; but this
Governour Trumbull will not authorize Colonel RichmIJnd, to

whom he has given the command, to execute. I had not
the least idea of Colonel McIntosh's being recalled until my
arrival at this place. If the weather permits, I fancy we
shall be to-morrow night on LIJng-Island, though I don't
think, under the restrictions laid on us, any thing of great
consequence can be achieved. I should have waited your
Excellency's orders at this place, had I not receiv,edexpress
ones from Governour Trumbull to repair to Long-Island.
~mong the few of Colonel Smith's regiment that have
joined me, there are almost as may officers as men, and
about twenty volunteers j some of whom I have employed
to collect men on the east end of Long-Lland. Our suc-
cess at landing will be communicated to your ExceHency
as soon as effected.

The enclosed is a copy of an order from Govemour
Tryon to the people of Suffolk County. I hope we shaH
be time enough to prevent its effects. The originall have
not yet been able to lay my hands upon.

I have some reason to believe the Militia in general will
join us on landing; they have been so much harassed. and
imposed upon by the enemy, that they now wish to throw
off the yoke.

I remain )'our Excellency's most obedient, humble
servant, HENRYB. LIVINGSTON.
To His Excellency General Washington.

Newport, Octvber 28,1776.

By a gentleman who was a passenger in a brig belonging
to this place, from LIJndIJn to BarbadIJes, commanded by
one Daniel Cornell, we are informed that when he left
!Jarbadoes, the brig was taking in Ii freight t~ereJor supply-
109 the enemy at Quebeck; and that Captam Cornell had
purchased six swivel-guns -to prevent (as he expressedit)
his being captured by an American Rebel. As he was
born and has a family within this State, it is hoped he will
fall into the hands of some of our cruisers, and meet a just
reward. .

The Tories on LIJng-Islandand in New- Yo'rk begin to
be sick of their new lordsand masters; one who made his
escape out of the city a few daYi5 past, said the enemy
called the friends to liberty only" Rebels j" but the Tories
they called, "damned Traitors and scoundrels." The
person who gave this account was one suspected of being a
Tory.

REV. WILLIAM GORDON TO GENERAL" GATES.
Copy of a Letter intended to have been .forw.arded the last Monday,

(October 28,) but happened to be too late for the post:
Jamaica Plain, October 28, 1776.

FRIEND GATES AND' DEAR GENERAL: Whether the
enemy may attack you before the receipt of this, is uncer-
tain; but should it happen, hope you wiH be helped to give
them such a drubbing as will be an ample revenge on them
for having destroyed our fleet. We got home safe the last
Friday; stayed at King's Bridge only from Saturday to
Monday morning, there being no enjoyment of friends. We
are looking out for great and importa.nt news. God, of his
infinite mercy, grant that it may be good! A vessel left,
Statia this day three weeks. The Captain says that

the Governour helped him to get every thing he wanted,
and just beforehe sail,edsent for him and told him that he
knew the movementsof the French, and was certain that
by that time they had declared war against Great Britain,
with which he might acquaint his friends. Hope the Gov-
emour has not been out in his conjecture.

Adieu. In great haste, but willing to send you an early
line. Respects to your suite. Your affectionate friend,

WM. GORDON.

Jamaica Plain, Nov~mber 2, 1776.

My DEAR FRIEND: You will see by the above how
good I meant to have been. Having heard (IOthing certain
from your quarter, conclude that you have had your full
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time to make all wonted preparations against the enemy.
God give you an occasion of sending us most excellent
news from Ty.What we have from the neighbourhood of
King's Bridge has been good hitherto, and the s~ccess we
have had in several skirmishes must tend to SIcken the
Howites. The Committee from our Court have informed
you, 1 apprehend, that Providence has se.nt us nails for the
barracks. The linens and woollens designed for Quebeck
were the property of my particular friends. I rejoice in
the capture, but wish the property. had belonged to others.
Our Court I am in great hopes, will exert themselves nobly
insupporti~g th~ common c~use in this critical moment.
They are choosmg a Committee of War. To make you.
laugh I must mention that there were several votes for your
humbie servant. but the mistake was not general. I
should have used a harder word, would it not have seemed
ungrateful. The universal opinion at ' Statio. was, there was
or would be soon a French war. A French vessel arrived
this week at Boston. The Captain says that the English
Ambassador had demanded of the French Minister for what
they were making su.chgreat armame~ts, and requ!red a cat-
egorical answer; which was retllrn~d In the foll?wmg words,

" For the King's pleasure." It merits c?nfirmatlo~.. Shou.ld
write more, but you may perhaps f;:ul of recelvl~g. thl.s.
May Heaven prosper an~ bless you! .Mrs: G: Joms m.
respects. Remember to sUIte,General Smclmr (Illsbrother-
in-law, of Boston, inquired after him on the Thursday, and
was glad to hear of his welfare,) Arnold, Brackett, Colonel
Sullivan Waine, De Hass, &e., (1 may have spelt the
names w~ong,but you will guess my meaning.) My brethren
Hitchcock and Tenent, (1 was at Mr. Tenent's house on
my return, and all were well,) are entitled to affectionate
regards as fellow parsons. .

Adieu once more. The next, 1 trust, wIll be a letter
of congratulation from your humble servant and sincere
friend,

W M. GORDON.

To General Gates.

MEMORIAL OF ADAM BABCOCK.

To the honourable the Governour and Council of Safety of.
the State of CONNECTICUT:

The Memorial of ADAMBABCOCK,of NEW-HAVEN,in said
State, humbly showeth:

That your Honours' memorialist hath suffel'ed great and
heavy losses by having a brigantine of upwards One ofhun-
dred and forty tons, and a sloop of upwards of one hundred
tons burthen, both fine vessels, together with their cargoes of
oil, captured by two British men-of-war"in the West-Indies,
the summer past, as they were returning home fro~ t.he
coast of Brazil, being solely the property of your memol'lahst,
whereby he is much injured in his fortune, and being ab-
stracted from carrying on trade and business as heretofore,
for reasons well kpo,>,:nto your Honours, and no way left
of retrievincrthose losses but by reprisals on the trade of
those peopl~ who have thus despoiled him of a great part
of his property; he therefore humbly prays your Honours
to grant him leave .to purchas~ at ~our ~onours' furnace,
in Salsbury, fourteen cannon, VIZ: el~ht six-pounders and
six four-pounders, and also twelve sWivel-guns, for the pur-
pose of arming and equipping a pri.vate vessel of war,. to
cruise arrainstthe enemies of the Umted States of Ameru:a.
And yo~r memorialist, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

ADA~I BABCOCK.

Hew-Haven, October 28, 1776.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO J. PAUL JONES.

Providence, October 28, 1776.

SIR: 1 received your disagreeable letter, and you are
hereby directed to go .immediately to N,ewport with the
Alfred; and, if you thmk the Hamden will not do for th,e
cruise, Captain Hacker and tbe whole of the Hamden-s
crew are to take the.Providence in her room, and follow the
former directions. If I can, will be at Newport to-mor-
row.

I am your friend,
ESEK HOPKINS, Commander-in-Chief.

To John P. Jones, Commander of the Alfred.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED DUBLIN, OCTOBER 29, 1776.
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has informed the

Rioht Honourable the Lord Mayor, by letter. of the 24th
ins~ant, that in consequence of his application to the Lords
of the AdmiraJty, they have ordered three sloops of war ~nd
an armed cutter to cruise in the Channel, for the protectIOn
of the trade of this Kinrrdom, and to keep a look-out for theb . .
American privateers that of late made their appearance on
these coasts.

AMOS GARRETT TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Swan Creek, October 29, 1776.

SIR: Captain Holland's company marched last Wed-
nesday. One of the gentlemen that assisted me was pretty
fortunate in procuring blankets. The whole company was
well equipped therewith, and have remaining now in store at
Susquehannah Ferry fifty-three, with the remainder of th~
cartouch-boxes and knapsacks. They were all equipped with
good guns, and all fixed with bayonets but two or thre~,
though very few scabbards; but these were to be got In
Philadelphia. All the exertion in my power was made, and
by the assistance of some bayonets I had by me and my
smith to fit them, believe the guns will answer, being mostly
old, tried guns. I have near one hundred amI fifty yards
of linen. They took some of that article, on being informed
they were to haveb~rracks; but wish they~ay no~ want
it. I paid the Captatn near fifty pounds for their subsIstence
to Philadelphia, and have stiJIa little left; the whole account
I will render as soon as 1 can get in one of the gentlemen's
accounts that assisted me. 1 shall wait your order what to
do with the remaining stores and money in my hands; and
am, sir, your humble servant, AMos GARRETT.
To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., Presi-

dent of the Council of Safety.

PETITION OF CAS'rLEHA VEN COMPANY..

To the Honourable Convention of MARYLAND:
The humble Petitwn of a m~jorit]l of CASTLF:HAVENCom-

pany showeth:

That your petitioners have laboured under repeated'
impositions from their <Captain, Joseph Byers, which, in
their opinion, render him unworthy of the office which his
country has entrusted in his hands; and we knowing of no
other justifiable method of redress than presenting ourp~ti-
tion, we hope and trust that the honourable ConventIOn
will either remove him from his captaincy or oblige him to
appear before you, that your petitioners may have an oppor-
tunity of proving their accusations against him, which, w.e
doubt not, are of such a nature that the moment they are
heard they will be judged sufficient cause for removal. To
mention some of our accusations to your Honours which
we charge him with, is, we were called on duty, when he,
our said Captain, provided for us thirty-four pounds of pork,
three bushels of Indian corn-meal, as also thirty-six pounds
of bacon, thirty-three pounds of porK, and three gallons of
rum, got from Captain John Tripp; and as some of the
neicrhbourinrr gentlemen was so good as to bestow their
ch:'rity upori us, by giving us sundry prOvisi~ns,t?at out of .
the above provisions we made use of only thirty-sIx pounds
of pork, twelve small loaves of bread, and three gallons of
rum, the remainder of the provisions our Captain carried
home and converted to his own use, and charged us with
the whole, which charge was five pounds ten shillings,
common money, so that he stopped out of our wages and
rations four shillings from each officer, and two shillings
from each private. When we found ourselves thus treated
with we complained to our Field officers, which caused
him ~o repay to each officer three shillings and sixpence,
and eighteen pence to each private. It was by mere chance
that we got possession of a true account of 'the provisions
found, made use of, and carried away ; such a chanc~ as we
cannot. expect to meet with every time we are thus used;
whicb gives us great reason to believe that we shall never
be honestly dealt with by a man that no trust can be
reposed in, and that requires a constant overlooking in order
toha\'e justice done. He has also given orders to his non-
commissioned officers that for the smallest offence to knock
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down any man belanging to.his campany, and he. ~ilI sup-
part him in it, canlrary, as we view it, to. the mIlitary re-
salvesaf Canvention. These, and sundry ather threats and
usages, gives uneasiness to.yaur petiti'aners.

Till we have the determinatian af yaur hanaurable bady,
we shan cantinue to.abey aur Captain as we. have hitherto.
dane; but, as we are extremely unhappy In our prese~t
situatian, we pray far a speedy decisian. And yaur petl-
tianers, as in duty baund, will ever pray. Signed by

Standly Cooke, Henry Cook, Richard Phillips,
his hi. hi..

William X Frazor, Wm. X Childerson, John X Mitchell,
mark:, mark, mark,'

James Thomas, his hi.
Thomas Mitchell, John X Lee, James X Mitchell,
John C/lilderston, mark, mark,
John KilIm!ln, his William SeW!lrd,
Edward Thomas, Phil. X Clovill, Nehemiah Whitely,
Rich!lrd Cll!.indy, mark, John Thomas
Thoml\s KilJman, William Proctor, his'
Andrew Cooke, William Rubbart, Martin X A,bit,

hi. Andrew Marshall, mark.
John X Marsh&ll, Thomas Wright, Moses Le Compte,

m;r:' Young CI!ludy, his

John... X" Seward ., Charles Wheeler, John X Thomas,
Thomas Cooke, lIIark.

h
m

C
ark'

k Isaac FardwelJ, hisJO.n .Q~is
e,

Edward Lee, Elige!l X Marsh!llJ,
Reuben X Mitchel, Job Willoughby, mark.

1.IIark, Gilbert North, Charles Sewnrd.

Test: W M. THOMAS.

Dorchester County, Cambridge, October 21,1776.

I hereby cettify that, same time last Sl!mmer a certain
Stanly Cook, with faur ar five others, camplained to. me,
as one af their Field officers, against Captain JQsephByers.
They said that, being called aut an duty with athers af
Captain Byers's campany, that he, Captain Byers, pur-
chased pravisians from same af the neighbaurs far the use
of the campany, but being discha!'ged in a shart time, and
receiving pravisians from several af the inhabitants that were
kind enaugh to. make no. charge against them, they made
use-af very little af tbat purchased by Captain Byers; and
that, when he was gaing to. pay them their wages, wanted
to.stap a shilling per day out af each man's pay far the pro-
visians he alleged he had faund them, great part .of which
Stanly Cook said he CQuid prave Captain Byers put to.

.his awn private use. I tald them I wauld speak to. Cap-
tain Byerrs, and have the matter seUled. Same time after,
I saw Captain Byers and Stanly Cook tagether. I ac-
quainted him af the charge made against him, upon which
he said, if he had dane wrang it was far want af knawing
better, and that he was ready to.settle in any manner that
I, 0.1'any ather af the Field afficers, wauld advise him ta..
He said there was same Indian meal, and I think same
park, that his wife delivered aut; the quantity he cauld
not prave, therefare wauld make no.account of it. There
was likewise same bacan he had purchased af Captain John
Trippe, which he said he had then by him, and desired to.
knaw what he shauld do.with it. I tald him to.sell it, and
apply the maney tawards paying aff his men, which be
pramised to. do.. I then asked Stanly Cook, as he seemed
to.be the active persan, if the campany wauld be willing
and satisfied to allaw the remainder af Captain Byers's
accaunt, which was fUm and same atber article. He said
he believed they wauld ; upon which 1 thaught the ma.tter
wauld be settled.

T . MHOM. USE.

To. ALL PERSaNSWHOM THIS MAY CONCERN: I, the sub-
scriber, to. the best af my knawledge and remembrance, on a
Monday in March, 1776, in my way hame called in at the
bause af Mr. Wtlb:am Bennetts, he being nat present. His
wife and self fell in discaurse haw the peapJe called to. Cook's
Point, an accaunt af the man-af-war, wauld get provisions.
She says she had sent, 0.1'tbey had from them a certain quan-
tity af meat, and, as near as- passibly can remember, the
quantity she mentianed was fifteen paunds. Whether she
spake qf the quantity by imagimnian 0.1'trial af weights cannot
tell, far do. nat remember either was mentianed. Befare Gad
and the warld, to. the best of my knawledge and remem-
brance give the abave. aut for as true testimany, as if my
hand was an the baal., and mauth to. kiss it.

Witness:
JasEPH P AYN,Sen.

1776.
March 18.

The Province of MARYLAND:

To 38 paunds af Bacon, at sa.

}

per paund, for Capta
.

in Byers
.

's £1 5 4;and Captain WQolford's Com-
pany,. - - - - - -

To 26 paunds af Pork, far dina, l 0 10 10
at 5d. per paund, - - - ~

Ta.3 gallans af Rum, at 6s. for l 0 18 0dItta, - - .. .. .. .. - ~

£2 14

Received afCaptain Joseph Byers the within accaunt,
Per John Trippe.

Saving errours, per John Trippe.

I
REV. JACaB DUCHE TO. THE PRESIDENT aF CONGRESS.

[Read October 30, 1776.J

Tuesday, October 29,1776.

Mr. DucM presents his respectful campliments to. Mr.
Hancock, and begs him to.acquaint the honaurable Can-
gress that he is much obliged to. them far the kind manner
in which they ha.ve expressed their apprabatian af his ser-
vic~s. As he accepted their appaintment fram motives

~

perfectly disinterested, he requests Mr. Hancock to put the
one hundred and fifty dollars into. the hands af the Board af .

War, 0.1'af any ather Baard he may think proper, tQ be
applied by them to. the relief af tbe widaws and children af
such of the .Pennsylvania afficers as have fallen io. battle in
the service af his cauntry. .

To. the Han. John Hancock, Esq.

DR. SHIPPEN TO GENERAL WASHINGTaN.

NewarK, October 29,1776.
My DEAR AND HaNaVRABLE SIR: The winter Rpproaches,

the sick will suffer much, nay, will perish, unless timely
care is paid to.pravide far them praper winter apartments.
The Cangress have desired me to.attend to. thase sick that
are an this side af Hudson's river; but Dr. ltlor~an has
directed his afficers to fallaw his directians till they receive
written arders fram him 0.1'yaur Excellency to the contrary.
I pray yau will relieve me fram my present disagreeable
suspense, and direct whether I am to.superintend and pra-
vide far all the sick an this side, as I think the Congress
intend, 0.1'anly thase af the Flying-Camp and Militia in
Jersey, which I was first appointed far. Yaur speedy
answer and arders will be thankfully received and punc-
tually abeyed by yaur abedient servant,

W. SHIPPEN.
To. His Ex;ceJlency General Washington, White-Plains.

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTaN.

Fort Lee, October 29, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Calanel Lasher burnt the barracks yesterday
marning, three a'clack; he left all the cannan in the fart.
I went aut to.examine the graund, and faund between two.
and three hundred stand af ~maJl-arms (that were aut af
repair) abaut two miles beyand King's Bridge, a ~eat
number af spears, shot, sheJls, &c., taa numerous to.mentlan.
I directed all the wagans an the ather side to. be empJayed
in getting the stares away; and expect to. get it campleted
this marning. I fargat to.mentianfive tans af bar-iro~ that
was left. I am sarry the barracks were nat left standmg a
few days longer; it wauld have given us an appartunity to.
have gat aff same af the. baards.

I Ihink Fort Independence might have kept the enemy
at bay far several days, but the troaps here and an the
alher side are so. much fatigued that it must have been a
wark af time.

Calanel ltlagaw shawed me a letter fram Calonel Reed,
ardering the Rangers to.march and jain the ~rmy. Majar
Coburn was waunded in the Sl~nday actIOn. Calonel
ltlagaw says the Rangers are the anly. security. to.his lin~s.
By keeping aut canstant patra]es, thel\' acquamtance with
the graund enables them to discaver the enemy's matians in
en~ry quarter. The Colonel petitians very hard far their
stay. I ta]d him I wauld send an express to. learn yaur
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3,100 3,100 300 10,000Lee, for five months.... . ., .
At Hackinsack, for the use of

the Hospital, allowing fresh 1,000 300 150 1,500
provisions to supply tbe relit.

At Equacanaugh, to furnish
the troops at Elizabeth Town

J

and Newark, and to subsist 3,000 3,000 300 10,000
the main army in passiug to
Philadelphia. . .. . . . n. . . . . .

At Springfield, a week's provi-

}
sion for twenty thousand 700 700 50 1,500men on their way to Phila-
delphia.. . . .. . . . . .. .

"
.. . . .

At BOltndbrook, the same.. .. . . . 700 700 50 1,500
At P,'incetown the same. .. . . . . . 700 700 50 1,500
At Trentown, to subsist twenty

~thousand men for three 3,000 3,000 300 10,000
months.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .

-
12,200 11,500 1,200 36,000
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Excellency's further pleasure. The Colonel thinks if 1he
Rangers leave him, he must draw the garriso~ in from t~e
lines. That would be a pity, as the redoubt IS not yet In
any great forwardnes~. From the Sunday. affair I am m?re
fully convinced that we can prevent any ships from stopping
the communication.

I have forwarded eighty thousand musket-cartridges more,
under the care of a subaltern's guard commanded by Lieu-
tenant Pembelton, of Colonel RaZZing's regiment.

This moment heard of the action of yesterday. Can
learn no particulars. God grant YOIlprotection and success.

Colonel Crawford says he expects the action_ to be
renewed this morning. I hope to be commanded wherever
I can be the most useful.

I am, dear General, your !TIostobedient and very humble
servant, N. GREENE.

To His Excellency General Washington, Esq., at White-
Plains.

GENERAJ. GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Lee, October 29, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Enclosed is an estimate made of the provi-
sions and provender necessary to be laid in at the different
posts between this and Philadelphia, to form a comm\1»i-
cation, and for the support of the troops passing and
repassing from the different States.

Your Excelhmcy will please to examine it, and signify
your pleasure. Should the estimate be larger than is
necessary for the consumption of the army, very little or no
loss can arise, as the articles will be laid in at a season
when the prices of things are at the lowest rates; and the
situations will admit of an easy transportation to market by
water.

The ships have fallen down the North River, and the
troops which advanced upon Harlem Plains, and on the hill
where the ~Ionday action was, have drawn within their
lines again.

I received the prisoners taken, and have forwarded them
to Philadelphia. I enclose you a return of the troops at
this post, who are chiefly raw and undisciplined.

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most obedient,
humble servant, NATHANAELGREENE.
To His Excellency General Washington, at White-Plains.

An Estimate of the Magazines to be laid in at the following
Posts for the subsistence of the Troops, and for the
Horses in wagons and artillery.

N. B. From Fort Lee to l{ackinsack Bridge, nine miles; water carriage
from thIs place.

From Hackinsack to Equacanall!;h, five miles; water carriage from
this place.

From Equacanaugh to Springfuld, sixteen miles to a landing at Newark.
From Springfield to :Boundbrook, nineteen miles; seven miles to a landing

at Brunswick.
From Boundbrook to Princetown, twenty miles; twelve miles land carriage

to Delaware River.
From Prince town to Trentawn, twelve miles; water carriage to Philadel-

phia.

N. B. In the above calculation an allowance is made
for supplying the troops passing and repassing from the
different States.

N G. REENE.
FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

ROBERT H. tIARRISON TO THE PR1;sIDE?o."T OF CONGRESS.

[Read October 31, 1776.]

White-Plains, October 29, 1776.

SIR: The situation of our affairs not permitting his Ex-
cellency to write himself, I have it in charge to inform you
that on yesterday morning, about ten o'clock, the enemy
appeared in several large columns in our front, and, frolp
their first movements, seemed as if they meant an attack
there. However, halting fm' a little time, their main body
filed off to our left, and presently began a mostseverf:J and
incessant cannonade at a part of our troops who had taken
post on a hill with a view of throwing up some lines. At
the same time they advanced in two divisions, and, after a
smart enO'agement for about a quarter of an hour, obliged
our men°to give way. Our loss is not certainly known,
but from _conjecture is between four and five hundred in
killed, wounded, and missing. What theirs was we have
not heard. After gaining the hill, (upon which they are
intrenching,) and leaving a sufficient number of men and
artillery to prevent our repossessing it, they proceeded to
advance by our left, and, as far as I can discover, their
posts or encampments now form nearly a semicircle. Itis
evident their design is to get in our rear, according to their
oricrinal plan. Every measure is taking to prevent them;
but the removal of our baggage, &c., is attended with
infinite difficulty and delays. Our post, from its situation,
is not so advantageous as could be wished, and was only
intended as temporary and occasional, till the stores belong-
ing to the army, which had been deposited here, could be
removed. The enemy coming on so suddenly has distressed
us much. They are now close at hand, and most probably
will, in a little time, commence their second attack. We
expect it every hour. Perhaps it is beginning: I have just
heard the report of some cannon.*

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, ROB. H. HARRISON.
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Q.uarters, Wbite-Plains, October 25, 1776.
(Parole,.j {Countersign,.j

The guards are to be continued as settled the last even-
ing, till further orders; and the Brigade-Majors to be very
careful that the guards are properly relieved.

The General most earnestly recommends to all Com-
manding Officers of br.igades and regiments to extend their
care to the wagons which they have or may employ, and to
dismiss them as soon as tbey have brought their baggage
and have been refreshed.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, October 26, 1776.
(Parole,.j (Countersign,.) .
Captain Ebenezer Huntington is to assist the Adjutant-

General in regulating the duties and details of General
Heath's Division till further orders.

An Aid-de-Camp from~each Major-General is to attend
at Head-Quarters at twelve o'clock every day, to receive
the general orders. He is to see tha.t the Brigade-Majors
execute them in tht:Ldivision.

An Orderly-Sergeant from each brigade of General
Spencer's Division to attend at Head-Quarters every day;
to bring his provision with him, and not to go away tiU
regularly relieved.

Upon the due regulation and management of the wagons,
the health and safety of the army entirely depends; and it
will be impossible for the Quartermaster-General to h!lve

.. Oc.tober 29, 17~6.- The British began to t~row up some s":lall works
on the hilI, of which t~ey had got possessIOn. T~e .amencans were
drawin~ back; and a posItIOn was to be taken on the high strong grounds,
before In the rear of a part of the army. Tbe I.eft ?f. ~eneral Heath's
division W/lil not to move; but the remamder of hJs divisIOn, and all the
other divisions of the army, were to fall back and form, nearly east and
west. About this time, Colonel Lasher, who belonged to General Heath's
division, and who had been left with his regiment to garrison FQrt Ind~~
l'endence near King's Bridge, sent an express, ~ho passed .the enemy m
the night,1ii.!rnow what he. should do, the regIme';tt gr~wmg weak an.d
sickly. Gijli;ral Heath apphed to the Commllnder-!n-Chle(, to know his
pleasure, who directed that the Colonel should give notIce to Colonel
.Magaw, who commanded at Fm.t Washington, that he might take Ilway
the cannon stores, &c., and that Colonel Lasher, after destroying the
barracks, huts, &c., should join the army, which he soon effected.
This d!lY three prisoners were sent in, .and the .americans were now
throwing up some strong works on the high grounds.-Heath.

8t
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any recrularity if officers of the army undertake to seize
wa&on; and compel them to go where they please. Tbe
Ge~erai tberefore absolutely forbids any officer or soldier
tal{ing a wagon by his own autbority, ~nd, mor~ e~peciaJly,
stoppincr them when sent on other serVices, as It ]s easy to
see tha~ the o-reatest confusion must, in that case, ensue.
When teams ~re wanted, application must be made t? the
Quartermaster-General or his Deputy; and every brIgade
or reo-iment must wait tiJl the service admits their having
them"in tbat channel. The commanding officers of regi-
ments are also required to appoint some spirited, resolute
officer to attend the loadino- of the wagons, and prevent
their beinp' filled with lumber"and improper articles. Tents
and the p~oper baggage of the regiment are o?ly to be put
into the wao-ons. All others must be left behmd; and the
General calIs upon the General Officers and command-
inO' officers of reo-iments to set an example to the sol-o :::>
diers.

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, October 27,1776.
(Parole, .) (Countersign, . .)

Lieutenant Sickles, of General Scott's Brigade, tri~d by
a Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Holman was PreSI?ent,
and convicted of "disobeying general orders, by loa?mg a
wap'on with goods not the proper baggage of the regIment,
and also when charo-ed therewith, of behaving in a scan-
dalous i~famous ma~ner, unbecoming an officer and the
gentie:nan " the Court sentenced him to be cashiered. The
General approves the sentenc~, and orders him to be dis-
missed the service. He also directs that he leave the army
immediately.

The General observinO'that the army seemsunacquainted
'" .

with the enemy's Horse, and that when any partIes m~et
with them, they do not oppose th~m ,,:itb tbe same a!acnty
which they show in otber case~, dJlnks It necessary to mform
the officers and soldiers that III such a broken coun~ry, full
of stone walls there is no enemy more to be despIsed, as
they cannot I~ave the road;. so .that any party attack~ng
them may be always sure of domg It to advantage, by takmg
post in the woods by the .roads, or along the stone waJls,
where they will not venture to follow them. And as an
encouragement to any brave parties who will endeavour to
surprise some of them, the General offers one hundred dol-
lars for every Trooper, w~th his hors.eand acc.outrements,
which shall be brought In, and so III proportIon for any
part, to be divided according to the rank and pay of the
party. .. . .

The Picket Guard to be remforced this evening wIth a

regiment from each division. They are to parade at five
o'clock this evening, near Head-Quarters. The eldest
Colonel to command the whole, and to come to Head-
Quarters for orders beforethey marchoff.

The constant beating of drums on all occasions is very
improper. There shoul~ be no ?rum but on .the parade
and main guard. All fatloJuepartIes to march with the fife;
and no drum to beat, on ~ny account, after retreat beating,
but by special order. .John Cawleyand ]}1ichael ]}IcDamel, of Colonel Has-
lett's Regiment tried by the Court-Martial whereof Colonel
Holman was P;esident, for "robbing Isaiah Rider," are both
acquitted. The General approves the sentence, and orders
them to be discbarged.

James Daniel, of Captain Horton's Company, Colonel
Ritzema's Regiment, convicted by the same Comt-Martial,
is ordered to receive thirty-nine lasbes and fol'feit two montbs'
pay. The General approves the sentence, and orders it to
be executed at tbe usual time and place.

William Turner and Daniel Shute are appointed Aids-
de-Camp to General Lincoln, and are to be obeyed and
respected accordingly.

The Court of Inquiry on Colonel Tyler ba~ing reported
that there is no sufficient reason for the appomtment of a
Court-Martial on bis conduct, the General ordershim to be
released from his arrest.

Rep'imental Courts-Martial to be formed imm~iately, for
the tr~1 of prisoners charged with crimes undertl1eir cogni-
zance.

(Parole,

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, October 28, 1776.
.) (Countersign,.)

Head-Quarters, White-Plains, October 29, 1776.
(Parole, .) (Countersign,.)

. John Eustace, Esq., appointed Aid-de-Camp to Gen-
eral Lee; and Adjutant Bradford, of Colonel Hitchcock's
Regiment, is appointed temporary Aid-de-Camp. .The representation made of Colonel Webb's Regiment,
yesterday, by General McDougall, appearing to be a mis-
take, and tbat they kept the post assigned tbem, notwith-
standing a severe cannonade, the General takes the first
opportunity to make it known, to prevent any unfavourable
impression.

Until the guards are otherwise fixed, every division is to
mount guard opposite to their posts, according to the situa-
tion of the ground.

Alexander ScamrYl£ll, Esq., appointed Assistant to the
Adjutant-General for General Lee's Division.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLE~rAN IN ANNAPOLIS,

DATED WHITE-PLAINS, OCTOBER 29, 1776.
I now snatch an opportunity by the post of informing

you that General .McDougall'sbrigade,of which the Mary-
land Re<fulars is a part, havinp' laid in the wood for three
nights, t~o miles from this phtce, and to the right of the
main body as a covering party, was ordered to advance
along the road about a mile, near a place called the Mile-
Stone, and there take post, which was accordingly done.
The brio-ade was there joined by Hazlet's Delaware bat-
talion a~d a small rep'iment of Militia /i'om Connecticut.
They wereno soonerf;rmed than the enemybegana heavy
cannonade from a great numberof field-piecesadvantage-
ously disposed on several rising grounds, which was answered
by the only two cannon which attended our brigade, little
or no execution being done on either side, till Colonel
Smallwood,with the ]}[arylanders,was ordered to march
down the hill and attack the enemy, which they did; and
a smart contest ensued, in which the enemy gave way, but
rallyingagain, and attacking the right of the brigade,com-
posedof the Militia aforesaid,they got the advantage,and
tbeir situation being such, and being drawn up in a heavy
column, only our regiment and another (Ritzma's) could
come in for any part of the action. Those two brave
reaiments stood a very heavy fire of their artillery and
m~sketry for about half an hour, when tbe whole brigade,
beino- vastly outnumbered, and cramped in respect of ground,
was °oblip'ed to retreat, a reinforcement under General

" .

Putnam not being able to get up in time to give the neces-
sary assistance. This reinforcement was General Beall's
brigade. The enemy now occupy the ground where we
took post yesterday, and are a mile f!'Om OUl' lines at the
White-Plains. Colonel Smallwood staid upon the place
of action sometime after the retreat had begun, and received
two wounds, one a flesh wound on bis hip, the other through
his arm; he is, however, in good spirits, and I hope will
soon be in a condition to take the field again. All our
officers and men behaved with their usual bravery. We
have lost of our regiment, Captain Bracco, killed in the
retreat; Sergeants Belt and Westbay, killed. Captain
Scott is mortally wounded; indeed I fear he is dead at this
moment; Lieutenant Goldsmith badly wounded in the leg,
and Lieutenant Waters's leg broke to pieces. As near as
I can guess, our regiment has near forty killed, wounded,
and missing.

The enemy form a considerable body near to our main
body, and I expect every moment to see them attack.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILLIAM DUER.
.
Head-Quarters, White-Plains, October 29, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your express rlid not call yesterday, or I
overlooked him in the burry of the day. If I had seen him
I should have informed you that the cannonade you heard was
at ]}[ount TVashington, and not at this place. Two frigates
came up and anchored a little below the forts to stop the
passage at Burdett's Ferry; but ~ne of them soon got such
a dose from a battery of two eIghteen-pounders tbat she
was ob]iged to cut and run, having received twenty-six shot
through bel' bull. She was towed off by her own boats and
those of her consort, with pumps constantly going. They
at tbe same time attacked OUI' lines at 1larlem Heights,
but were repulsed.
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Yesterday. morning we received information that the
main body of the enemy were moving towards us. \Ve m.ade
every suitable disposition to give them a suitable receptIon.
They at first bent their course

~

towards our centre, in the
little village at the Plains, but finding our works stronger
than they expected., they filed off towards our right,. and
made their attack upon a bill which overlooks the village,
and on which we bad posted a few regiments. As our
men were without cover, they could not withstand a very
heavy fire of Artillery followed by a large body of Infantry;
tbey however made as good a defence as could be expected,
and came off without much loss.

Tbe enemy after this remained quiet, only extending
themselves about a mile over towards the North River.
It is a little extraordinary tbat tbis mOVe should be made
in our rear. Lord Stirling is detached ahead of tbem to
get possession of the passes among tbe hills, and General
Parsons has taken post near tbe head of Rye Pond, wbich
secures tbe pass in our front. From the situation of the
two armies, something of considerable import must turn up
in a few days. Except we can get a vast superiority of
ground, our raw troops are not a match for their disciplined
soldiers, especially wben backed by constant fire of artillery.

The Genera] presents bis compliments to Mr. Livingston
and yourself. He begs you will say to him that he received
a letter from him yesterday, wbich he would bave answered,
but he hopes the urgency of tbe time will be a sufficient
excuse.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

To William Duer, Esq.; of tbe Committee of Correspond-
ence, Fishkill.

GENERAL JAMES CLINTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Fort Montgomery, October 29, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to a resolve of tbe Committee
of Safety for the State of New-York, I send you Silvanus
Scowfield, cooper in Captain Darling's company, and
Sergeant Sickles with nineteen others belonging to this
garrison, which is all the coopers we have at this place
except three or four, wbich is drafted to do duty with
the train of artillery. But if you are in want of any more
coopers, I suppose I can supply you, as I have not got a
return of the coopers at the fort near Peekskill and Fort
Constitution; but I expect tbem soon, as I bave ordered
it to be made and sent to me. Therefore you'll be pleased
to let me know if those I now send be sufficient; if not, I
will send those at the other posts.

I think it my duty to inform yol,l at this time, wben you
are about making out the arrangement of the four regiments
to be raised in the State of New- York, that Lieutenant
Hasbrouck, of Captain Bellknap's company, and Lieutenant
Parsons, of Captain Swartwout's company, both of the
Second New- York Regiment, were ordered under an arrest,
and tried by a General Court-Martial. Lieutenant Has-
brouck was honourably acquitted, and Lieutenant Parsons,
found guilty of the charge laid against him; was dismissed
the service. In making out the new arrangement, I bope
the rest of the officers of the Second New- York Regiment,
whereof I was appointed Colonel, will not be forgot.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JAMES CLINTON, Brigadier-General.

To the President of the honourable Convention of the
State of New- York, Fishkill.

PETRUS VAN GAASBECK TO WILLIAM liUER.

Manor Livingston, October 29, 1776.

SIR: I herewith send you enclosed the muster-roll, agree-
able to the resolve of Convention passed the 9th instant.
Also enclose a letter from Colonel Peter R. Livingston, in
which he makes mention that I have engaged cartouch-
boxes for all my men. If convenient, beg you will send
me so much money as to pay for them. Please to give me
an answer to the Co]onel's letter of what relates to the
company. .

I have been upon duty for some days, by order of our
Committee. I now wait your orders. Here keeps a large
number concealed in the woods in this district, and upon
the borders of Dutchess.

I should be exceeding glad if you think proper to appoint
the gentleman mentioned in the Colonel's letter as Second
Lieutenant.

In haste, am, sir, your very humble servant,
PETRUS V AN GAASBECK.

To Trilliam Duer, Esq., Fishkill.

PETER R. LIVINGSTON TO WILLIAM DUER.

Manor Livingston, October 29, 1776.

DEARSIR: Captain Gaasbeck has got his company full,
and mustered the 19th instant. He has been upon duty
by order of our Committee here since. He now waits your
orders; but would be very glad if you would be pleased to
get Lieutenant Sam.uelJ. Ten Broeck appointed his Second
Lieutenant, as he finds the want of another officer, baving
occasion often to divide his company into three parties.
The Committee of this district will send you down a list of
all our bad people in a little time. Captain Gaasbeck has
engaged cartouch-boxes for all his men, at fourteen shillings
apiece, which they are willing to pay for. If he should want
a little money, please to help bim to it, for the use of his
company.

I have wrote to Convention concerning the flour I have
sellt to 4lbany. Captain Jansen is gone to Barington for
the boards he bought, and to purchase grain and teams.

Am, sir, your very humble servant,
PETER R. LIVIr;GSToN.

To William. Duer, Esq., Fishkill.

PETER R. LIVINGSTON TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT.

Manor Livingston, October 29, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Finding, on my arrival here, the demand
for flour for the Northern department still increasing, thought
it most prudent to send up to Mr. Avery all the flour that was
in the mills about this place, which, together with what goes
from Esopus, will make about nine hundred barrels, two
hundred of which was bought hy Mr. Schenck of Captain
Hoffman, and seventy odd of Mr. Matthew Cantinc. The
rest were purchased by a clerk of Mr. Avery and myself,
and were intended for Peekskill, bad not the pressing
demand from Albany made it necessary to send it tbere. I
purpose going to Albany this week to consult further with
Mr. Avery, whether it will be most for the good of the ser-
vice to send what will be ready by the return of tbe sloops
to Peekskill or to Albany.

Have sent Captain Jansen into New-England to send
down the boards he has bought there, and to purchase grain
and teams, in order to forward the service all in my power
Shall do myself the honour to write you from Albany.

Am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
PETER R. LIVINGSTON.

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Vice-President, Fishkill.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Saratoga, October 29, 1776.

DEARSIR: Your Excellency's obliging favour of the 22d
instant I had the honour to receive yesterday. I read with
sensible satisfaction your judicious remarks on the Militia.
I assure you they are realized in this quarter; and if Gen-
eral Gates was not so very importunate to have them at
Tyonderoga, I should certainly dismiss many of them, as
they move with much reluctance, and will neither assist in
fortifying or mounting guard. Tbose from New-England
are ordered to Tyonderoga, by the way of Skenesborough.
Those from this County I have distributed in such a man-
ner at the different posts on the communication, as to pre-
vent any interruption from the enemy in sending on supplies,
excepting near one thousand, which I have sent into Tryon
County. By advices from thence we learn that the enemy
meditate an attack in that quarter, and tbis account is cor-
roborated by the departure of several of the principal Tories,
who are gone to join the enemy. It is very probable that
General Carleton may have detached a party of Indians,
Tories, and Canadians, to penetrate into that part of the
country, in order to embarrass and draw off our attention
from him.

Enclose you CQPYof General Gates's last letter to me.

'*'
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Your Excellency will perceive that he believes General
Carleton will make an attempt upon him. I really think
he cannot do it at any time this campaign in which we shall
be in a better condition to receive him; but if he defers it
to another, I think our works may be so strengthened, and
such precautions taken, as will render it utterly impossible
for almost any army to penetrate by the way of Tyonde-
raga; and an army that ~hall attempt to march from
Crown Point so as to leave Tyonderoga on the right, will
find itself so involved in such a variety of difficulties as are
inextricable, and must prove fatal.

Every precaution your Excellency has suggested shall be
taken, and not a carriage or any sustenance left for the
enemy, in case our troops should be obliged to retire from
Tyonderoga.

Barraeks are erecting at this place, and I hope will be
f1nished in three weeks, capable of receiving a thousand
men. 1 propose some others on the communication, if time
and circumstances will permit.

Adieu, my dear General. I am, with every wish that
esteem and affection suggests, your Excellency's most
Qbedient, humble servant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To Hi~ Excellency. General Washington.

Endorsed: An~wered 4th, 1776 ; Receipt of his letter; thos~ for Con-
~ress transmitted; supplies of provisions for Tyconderoga of f eat
Importance; his Excellency happy that they cannot be intercepte ; no
important event since last.

Ticonderoga, Saturday evening, seven o'clock, ~
October 26, 1776. 5

SJR: Two men, taken prfsoners by a scout of the enemy's
Indians the night before last, are this moment returned by
permissiQn of General Carleton, upon the same terms as
those sept with General Waterbury. By every information
(hey give, an attack may hourly be expected here. The
wind is now against the enemy's fleet, as it providentially
has been for this week past, and it is to be wished it may
c;ontinue so until those tardy succours arrive which I have
been told so long ago to expect. Where is Dayton's regi-
meI)t? If they received your orders in time, their behaviour
is shameful.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
Ho. GATES.

To Hon. Major-General Schuyler.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO .GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, October 29, ] 776.

DEAR GENERAL:Mr. Evans has been sent me by the
Secretary at War, to be forwarded to Canada. I expressed
rriy doubts on the propriety of sending a flag to General
Carleton, after the orders he had issued when Major Bigelow
formerly went with one. However, upon further delibera-
tion; and advising with Messrs. Stockton and Clymer, we
concluded. that it would be best to send Mr. Evans on to
you, to be forwarded !f you shall think it advisable. I
have given directions to Colonel Dayton, in whose charge
he is, to prevent him from seeing any thing at the different
posts as he passes.

On Tuesday last, our people had the advantage in a
skirmish with Major Rogers, at Jfamaroneck. We took
sjxty prisoners. Have no accounts of the killed.

I am, deal' sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To General Gates.

COLONEL GANSEVOORT TO GENERAL GATES.

Fort George, October 29, 1776.

DEARSIR: Part of the Militia from the County of Albany
has been ordered to this post, and I have received orders
from General Schuyler to employ them in erecting a picket
fort round the General Hospital. He informs me that he
has sent to Albany for axes; but being apprehensive that
a sufficient quantity of them cannot be procured there, he
has been pleased to refer me to your Honour for a supply
of what may be wanting. If any shovels and spades can
be spared from your post, I beg they may be sent for the
above-mentioned purpose.

I am, sir, your humble servant,

To the Hon. Major-General Gates.
P. GANSEVOORT.

BENJMUN PAYNE TO THE COMMITTEE FOR WETHERSFIELD,
CONNECTICUT. ,

Hartford, October 29, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This day, about noon, passed through this
town three travellers, as I am informed, on their way, as
they say, to Philadelphia. Two of them call themselves
French Colonels, and the other is in character of interpreter
to them. The extraordinary stories they te1l, and never
twice alike, upon the roan, when they stop, gives the great-
est reason to suspect that they are impostors, and on no
good design, and ought, no doubt, to be taken up and
examinedstrictly; for if they are what they pretend to be,
they will be able to show good credentials. If otherwise,
it will be doing a real service to detect them. When they
le[t here, they said they intended to lodge at Mr. Deane's
this night. Perhaps that was with a view to pre~'ent their
being pursued immediately. Since they were gone, (indeed
I knew nothing of them until after they were gone, as I
am confined to my room,) have received a messenger from
Springfield, and another /i'om Suffield, both of which con-
firm the same suspicion, and a1l concur in this, that they
ought to be questioned who and what they are.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
BENJA. PAYNE.

To the Committee of Inspection, &c., Wetlu~rsfield.

ON MONOPOLIZERS.

'Tis a common saying, "every thing has two handles,"
the meaning of which is, every thing is capable of being
improved to a good or bad purpose. Should we suppose
any thing ever so well adapted in its nature to produce good,
its tendency to this end may be prevented by misapplica-
tion, as to be productive of evil. Innumerable instances
might be mentioned to confi.rm this truth j but I shall, at
present, select only one: 'tis that of commerce.

The design of this, if grounded on the principles either o[
reason or religion, is the good of mankind; and if managed
as it ought to be, the good of mankind would be the effect.
But 'tis capable, through the influence of an unreasonably
private spirit, of being as great a curse as it might have
been a blessing if everyone sought his own in union with
the weal of others. Of this we have a most striking iJlus-
tration in the management of commerce in this town "and
land. A self-seel<ing spirit appears to have taken a uni-
versal spread. Those who are employed in carrying on
trade seem to have tota1ly forgot that eternal rule of righte-
ousness, "Do to others as you would they should do tQ

you," and to have placed as unrighteous an one in its room,
"Get what you can, no matter how nor who is oppressed
and distressed thereby." 'Tis, without all doubt, reason-
able and fit that merchants and traders should consult their
own interest, and endeavour to promote it; but, at the same
time, 'tis unreasonable and shameful in them to do this in
opposition to the interest of others, taking occasion, from
theil' necessities and sufferings, to turn oppressors and ex-
tortioners, that by this means they may enrich them-
selves. .

If the traders in this town and land had managed their
commercial business with any tolerable regard to the good
of the publick, as they might have done, in consistency with
seeking their own profit, so far as it was fit and proper they
should, being members of one and the same political body,
we should have been at this day in happy circumstances,
compared with what we now are. Our traders, considered
in general, are, in the view of all considerate persons, as
grand oppressors, and as truly and extensively so, in pro-
portion to the sphere in which they move, as our ministerial
oppressors in England; and unless they are soon restrained,
either from a virtuous principle within or from some exten-
sive power, they will be the destroyers of the pOOl', the
widow, the fatherless, and all others whose situation in life
is such as renders it impossible for them to do justice to
themselves. To \\ hat can it be attributed, but the exces-
sive love traders have to their own precious selves, that
they put such [\n extravagant price upon the commodities
they have to sell? And what an unspeakable damage has
~his been to the publick! It has occasioned the undue
rise of every thing we depend upon for the support and
comfort of life. Farmers, manufacturers in their several
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occupatio!ls, and labourers in an their kinds, excuse their
high demands for what is wanted in their way from the still
higher aemands of traders for what they have to sell. In
very truth, our traders, both in town and country, are the
real cause of the monstrously high price of every thing;
_and the love of their own interest, in opposition to the
interest of all others, and to the subversion of it, if they
may get by it, is that shameful principle by which they are
governed in this whole affair.

Monopolizers, in this day of common calamity, are our
worst oppressors. Those among them, in special, are so,
who, not content with the thousands they are righteously
entitled to, in consequence of the prizes the commissioned
vessels they own have brought in, have been unduly influ-
enced, fi'Oman avaricious disposition, to make a monopoly
of as much of the effects of those prizes as their cunning
would enable them to do, that, -by an excessively enhanced
price, they might by and by get that fi'om others, however
poor and destitute, which both reason and revelation unite
in calling the gain of oppression. These extortioners are
not only sordidly unjust, but basely wanting in gratitude to
that Providence which has distinguished them from most
others in this day of generaldistress; and they ought to be
restrained by Government within the limits of what is right
and fit; and unless some measures are soon authoritatively
come into to effect SOrighteous and valuable' an end, it
may be feared whether undesirable consequences will not
take place, as a general cIamour begins to be loudly heard.

P.W.
Needham, Massachusetts, October 29, -1776.

PETITION OF THE TOWN OF LYNDSBOROUGH.

Lyndsborough, October 29, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The Selectmen and Committee of Safety
for the town"of Lyndesborough considering our unqualified-
ness in making publick defence against the enemy, being
destitute of a town stock of powder, and in order to obtain
the same, a town meeting has been called, and Mr. Joseph
Herrick is chose to provide the same, if it can be procured,
which stock, if provided, will be kept as a town stock for
the use of the town, in case of any sudden emergency or
alarm.

JOHN STEPHENSON,
BENJAMIN JONES,
JAMES BOATWELL,

Committee of Safety for said town.
To the General Court or Committee of Safety for the Col-

ony of New-Hampshire.

BY THE KING.

A Proclamation for a General Fast in England and Wales.
GEORGER.

We, taking into our most serious consideration the just
and necessary measures of force which we are obliged
to use against our rebellious subjects in our Colonies and
Provinces in North America, and putting our trust in
Almighty God, that He will vouchsafe a special blessing on
our arms both by sea and land, have resolved, and do, by
and with the advice of our Privy Council, hereby com-
mand, that a publick fast and humiliation be observed
throughout that part of our kingdom of Great Britain calleq
England, our dominion of Wales, and town of Berwick-
upon- Tweed, upon Friday, the 13th day of December next;
that so both we and our people may humble ourselves befom
Almighty God, in order to obtain pardon of our sins, and
may, in the most devout and solemn manner, send up our
prayers and supplications to the Divine Majesty for averting
those heavy judgments which our manifold sins and provo-
cations have most justly deserved, and for imploring His
intervention and blessing speedily to deliver our loyal sub-
jects within our Colonies and Provinces in North America
from the violence, injustice, and tyranny of those daring
Rebels who have assumed to themselves the exercise of
arbitrary power; to open the eyes of those who have been
deluded by specious falsehoods into acts of treason and
rebellion; to turn the hearts of the authors of these calami-
ties; and, finally, to restore our people in those distracted
Provinces and Colonies to the happy condition of being free
subjects of a free State, under which heretofore they flour-

ished so long and prospered so much. And we do strictly
charge and command, that the said puhlick fast be reve-
rendy and devoutly observed by all our loving subjects in
England, our dominion of Wales, and town of Berwick-
upon-Tweed, as t~ey tender the favour of Almighty God,
and would avoid his wrath and indignation, and upon pain
of such punishment as we may justly inflictupon aJIsuch
as contemn and neglect the performance of so religious a
duty. And for the better and more orderly solemnizing the
same, we have given directions to the most reverend the
Archbishops and the right reverend the Bishops of England
to compose a form of prayer suitable to this occasion, to be
used in all churches, chapels, and places of publick worship,
and to take care the same be timely dispersed throughout
their re1!pectivedioceses.

Givfn at our Court of St. James's, the thirtieth day of
October, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six,
in the seventeenth year of our reign.

God save the King!t<

,

BY THE KI~G.

A Proclamation for a General Fast in Scotlant!.

GEORGE R.
We, taking into our most serious consideration the just

and necessary measures of force which we are obliged to
use against our rebellious subjects in our Colonies and
Provinces in North America, and putting our trust in
A]mighty God that He will vouchsafe a special blessing on
our arms both by sea and land, have resolved, and do, by
and with the advice of our Privy Council, hereby command
that a publick fast and humiliation be observed throughout
that part of our kingdom of Great Britain called Scotland,
upon Thursday, the 12th day of December next, that so
both we and our people may humble ourselves before
A]mighty God, in order to obtain pardon of our sins, and
may, in the most devout and solemn manner, send up our
prayers and supplications to the Divine Majesty for averting
those heavy judgments which our manifold sins and provo-
cations have most justly deserved, and for imploring His
intervention and blessing speedily to deliver our loyal sub-
jects within our Coloniesand Provincesin North America
from the violence, injustice, and tyranny of those daring
Rebe]s who have assumed to themselves the exercise of
arbitrary power; to open the eyes of those who have
been deluded by specious falsehoods into acts of treason and
rebellion; to turn the hearts of the authors of these calami-
ties; and, finally, to restore our people in those distracted
Provinces and Colonies to the happy condition of being
free subjects of a free State, under which heretofore they
flourished so long and prospered so much. And we do
strictly charge and command, that the said publick fast be
reverently and devoutly observed by all our loving subjects
in Scotland, as they tender the fa\'our of Almighty God,
and would avoid His wrath and indignation, and upon pain
of such punishmentas we may justly inflicton all such as'
contemn and neglect the performance of so religious a duty.
Our will is, therefore, and we charge, that incontinent this
our proclamation seen, ye pass to the Market Crosso£.
Edinburgh, and all other places needful, and there, in our
name and authority, make publication hereof, that none pre-
tend ignorance. And our will and pleasure is, that our
Solicitor do cause printed copies hereof to be sent to the
Sheriffs of the several shires, stewarts of stewarties, and

*
Mr. BURKE'S remarks on theforegoing Proclamation, of October 30, 1776.

Mr. Burke, in the House of Commons, speaking on the .american
contest, in which he was severe against the Ministry, said:

"That, after having been massacred, first by the Hessians, and then
by the lawyers, they now talked of a revisal of the acts that had been
complained of seven years ago. After burning their towns, and ruining,
their commerce, the Minister cries out, 'Come unto me all ye that are
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.' But what sort of
rest? You shall have magistrates not of your own choosin..[;

.

taxes
without your assent; and laws made for you in EtII;land:" tte com-
plained bitterly of some expressions in the proclamatIOn for the genera1
fast. He said the purposes of religion were to be inverted; for we were
to go to church in a most impious manner, to accuse our .american
brethren of being deluded into acts of treason by specious fa]sehoods.
This he condemned as blasphemous, and converting the house of God
into the tabernacle of Satan. Here he was called to order, but after-
wards proceeded, and justified the resistance of the .ame1-icans. He
also made Administration accountable for all the blood that had been
shed, and all the horrours of war: those were the sins we were to atone
for,. and to deprecate the wrath of Heaven by a general fast; and surely
no people ever had more reason to humble themselves before God.
He spoke with great vehemence above IIJl h01,lr.
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bailiffs of regalities, and their clerks, whom we ordain to see This minute spied a sail; a ship to leeward. I'm in
the same published. And we appoint them to send doubles hopes she']) prove a prize.
hereof to the several paroch kirks within their bounds, that,

. Since I wrote the above,have spoke the ship; she is a
upon the Lord's Day immediately preceding the day above French ship from St. Dominica for lUarseilles, which proves
mentioned, the same may be published and read from the to be no prize. I have not the least doubt of doing some-
pulpits immediatelyafter divineservice.

. thing cleverbeforeI go in, althoughthe time I can stay out
Given at our Court at St. James's,the thirtieth day of . is not a great while, with safety,on account of my water.

October, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, I have forty-t~o days at half a gallon per man per day; but
in the seventeenth year of our rei"n. must return with enough, should I be forced from our Capes.

G d I K
. 0

' I'm in a great hurry to get this schooner away, and hopeso save t Ie Ill" .
' 11 k I r.' d C I 1'" you ma e my excuses to my most wort lY men s 0 one

Fitzhugh and Colonel Barnes. I doubt not but they will
blame me for not writing them, and must beg your favour
to reconcile that, and am in hopes whell I've the pleasure of
your and their company on board, that I shall be able to
clear it up to their satisfaction.

Please !lccept of my best wishes to your lady and self;
and if not too much trouble, please offer my compliments to
those of my friends.

Weare all in high spirits and very healthy. We have seen
nothing we chased but what we have come up with and
spoke with.

I am, honoured sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
GEORGE COOKE.

P. S. I jlave desired Mr. Langrel, prize-master, to send
you and the other gentlemen of the Council, a few limes,
which I hope you'll please to accept. G. C.

CAPTAIN COOKE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At Sea, ship Defence, October 30, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN:On the 4th of this instant, I
wrote you by Captains Brown and Walker, who I ~-entin
with a snow and sloop taken off St. Augustine, which I hope
have got safe in. I flattered myself at that time that you
would have heard from me sooner. I this day have taken
a smaJl schooner with forty hogsheads rum, three hogsheads
sugar, one hundred weight coffee, a few barrels limes, &c.,
from Dominica by her clearance bound to Newfoundland,
but have reason to believe the Captain of her intended to
New-York, to supply the Ministerial army. He gives me
information of two brigs and three schooners to sail fi'om
Dominica in a day or two with rum, sugar, and coffee, for
New- York or Halifax. I shall endeavour to be in their
way, and hope you'll be no way uneasy should I stay
rather longer out than you might expect.

I have spoke a schooner from Charlestown for Cape
Nichola, and yesterday spoke a French ship from C~pe
Nichola bound for France. We have spoke every thmg
we have seen but one schooner, which we did not attempt,
being in chase of a French ship, which gives me great
reason to think our ship sails fast.

Our ship's company keeps their health extremely we]];
and have the pleasure to inform you we are aJl we]]satisfied,
and that the greatest harmony subsists between us. I hope
you will pardon the freedom I here use, being a young officer
in this service, in pointing out to you those officers under
my command that is deserving of appointments; but I ~hould
in every degree think myself blameable to my c.ountry,
should I not mention such to you: Mr. Auchenhck and
Mr. Burnell, my two Lieutenants, from every circumstance
since with me, I find them to be experienced and brave
officers, have been a considerable time in the British navy,
and from every thing I can observe, hath entered into our
service entirely from principle. I have likewise occasion to
mention Mr. Joseph Smith, Second Lieutenant of .Marines
on board, who has behaved extremely well. From those
circumstances they hope for your favour at the time of
appointments in the country service.

I am, honourable gentlemen, your most obedient, humble
servant,

GEO. COOKE.
To the honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, Annap-

olis.
P. S. I have enclosed you a list of all the officers and

men belonging to the ship. I would have transmitted
sooner, but it was not in my power. G. C.

At Sea, ship Defence, October 3D, 1776.

HONOURED SIR AND MOST WORTHY FRIEND: From some

of your last expressions to me that you expected to hear from
me often, and the pleasure it gives me to write to you, shall
trouble you in reading my scrawls. I wrote you on the 4th
instant by Captain Walker, in a prize sloop, and tbe same
day sent away a snow, which I hope both have got safe
into the port of Annapolis.

Yesterday, at 4 p. m., took a small schooner witb forty
hogsheads rum, and three hogsheads sugar, one hundred
weight coffee, a few barrels limes, &c., from Dominica,
clearedout forNewfoundlandj but fromwhat the Captain
said, that he inte.nded for America, I have great reason to
believe be intended for New- York, to supply the Ministerial
army. He says tbat there was at Dominica two brigs and
three schoopers, that will sail in a day or two. I shall
endeavour to fall in with them, which may in some degree
lengthen our cr.uise.

RICHARD BOND TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Cecil County, October 30,1776.

SIR: This may inform you tbat I am setting up a gun
factory, which I expect will be ready to go about Christmas,
where work wjll be done in the best manner; where gun-
barrels may be had ready forstocking, any quality. Relying
upon tbe publick spirit of the Council, I never made appli-
cation; but hope to meet witb encouragement, as it will cost
a considerable sum of money to set it agoing. I may be
obliged to apply for money to carry it on, in wbich case,
sir, I beg your influence, and also in contracting for work.
I beg, sir, that you would signify your pleasure respecting it
in a letter; and in doing you will much oblige, sir, your
most obedient and humble servant,

RICH'D BOND.

To Mr. Daniel of Saint Thomas Jenifer; Esq., these, per
favour of Mr. James Disney.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO DANIEL TILLINGHAST.

October 30, 1776.

SIR: As heavy duck is wanted for the New-Hampshire
frigate, which cannot be procured in that State, we desire
you will without delay send forward to John Langdon,
Esq., eighty bolts of heavy duck, if that quantity belonging
to the Continent is in your possession, or in the possession
of any other person in your State. You will also supply
Mr. Langdon and Messrs. Silas ~ Barnabas Deane, with
any Continental stores that they may apply to you for, for
the use of the frigates Raleigh and Trumbull.

Lieutenant McDougall, of the brig Andrea Doria, has
accounted for the expenditure of forty-five pounds you
advanced him to defray his travelling expenses, together with
seven of the people belonging to said brigantine from your
State to this place; therefore we think proper to deduct
that sum from tbe sales of the prize which they brought in,
and put under your care.

Weare, sir, your very humble servants.
To Daniel Tillinghast, Esq.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

October 30, 1776.

SIR: We have received s\Jch intelligence as satisfies ~us
that tbe enemy's ships and vessels have all quitted Georgia
and the Carolinas, which renders it unnecessary for you to
pursue the expeditions formerly directed to these States.
But as we have still reason to suppose that the Galatea and
Nautilus are cruising off the capes of Virginia, we desire
you will proceed thither with all possible despatch, and
endeqvour to fall in with these ships, and take, sink, or
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destroy them. If, when you are on that station, you shall
be informed that any of the enemy's ships of war have
returned to the Carolinasor Georgia, you are in that case to
go in search of them, and effectually remove them. Having
finished this business, you are to return and cruise for and
endeavour to intercept the store and provision vessels coming
from Europe to the enemy's army at New- York. We
expect you will give this Committee information by every
opportunity of your proceedings, and what success you
may meet with in the above enterprises.

We wish you success; and are, sir, your most humble
servants. .

To Esek Hopkins, Esq.

JOHN WITHERSPOON TO GENERAL GATES.

Princeton, October 30, 1776.

SIR: It is not long since I heard from Mrs. Gates and
your son who went home the beginning of the vacation.
I expect her here with him in about ten days, when the
College session begins. I bave the pleasure of assuring
you that he has in all respects behaved in the most unex-
ceptionable manner, and acquitted himself well at exami-
nation for admission into ColJege, so that I hope General
will have much p]easure in him.

I send this by my son, who finds he can do nothing in
the present situation of affairs upon his farm, and therefore
is desirous of going into the army. It is his own particular
desire to be with you. He can easily get a commission in
the new levies of tbis Province, but if he could be appointed
Aid-de-Camp to any of the Generals, I think it would be
a happy introduction; and as he is young, vigourous, and
active, I hope he would acquit himself with fidelity and
credit in that service. I have given him a letter to Colonel
~la,r;well, just now appointed a Brigadier-General, but do
chiefly depend on your friendship and advice to him, which
he will certainly follow.

It gave me much concern that you had not an immediate
and fully satisfactory answer to your letter to Congress
relating to the dissolving the Court-Martial. There was a
full and ample report brought in upon it by the Board of
War, but it was postponed, after some debate, for a little;
and many things being thrust in that seemed to require
immediate despatch, it was some time before it was brought
in again j and the second time, when it was just about to
be almost unanimously agreed to, by the artful management
of some who wanted a little alteration made, it was post-
poned again by the demand of a paper which was not at
hand. Since that time, your friends thought it not worth
while to resume it. I must, however, assure you that by
far the &reatest part of the Congress have a very high sense
of your Importance and services; in a particular manner for
discouraging to the utmost of your power Co]onial jealousies
and distinctions.

I have written to Generalll1axwell that he is indebted to
you for a very honourable mention of him in your letter to
Congress, which was read at the last promotion of General
Officers, when he could certainly have been promoted but
for some of his friends here.

We have heard with concern the destruction of our fleet
upon the lake, but it is satisfying to think that they behaved
so well. I heartily pray that God Almighty may crown
you with success in your present critical situation and most
important charge. I have given all the attention in my
power to the supply and interest of the Northern army and
shall continue to do so. '

Wishing you all happiness, I am, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant,

J WNO. ITHERSPOON.

To General Gates.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER OF THE SIXTY.

FOURTH REGIMENT, IN YORK-ISLAND, TO HIS FRIEND IN

LONDON, DATED NEW-YORK, OCTOBER 30, 1776.

The Rebe] army are in so wretched a condition as to
clothing and accoutrements, that I believe no nation ever
saw such a set of tatterdema]ions. There are few coats
among them but what are out at elbows, and in a whole
regiment there is scarce a pair of breeches. Judge.then how

they must be pinched by a winter campaign. We, who
are warmly clothed and weJl equipped, already feel it
severe]y; for it is even now much colder than I ever felt
it in Eng~and. As to provisions they have been pretty
well supplied; more care has been taken of their beJlies than
their backs. But we have lately rnade a prize that must
distress them exceeding]y, no less than a church full of salt;
so that the poor Yankee.~ literaJly won't have salt to their
porridge. When they retreated, they left fifteen hundred
men in Fort Washington; and nex.t day fifteen hundred
more came into it from Fort Constitution; so that they
have now a garrison of three thousand men under the com-
mand of General Lee, who I find is to be the scape-goat
and I fear wiJl be destined to the cord. .. '

GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Lee, October 31, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The enemy have possession of Fort Inde-
pendence on the heights above King's Bridge. They made
their appearance the night before last. We had got every
thing of value away. The bridges are cut down, and I
gave Colone] Magaw orders to stop the road between the
mountains.

I should be glad to know your ExceJlency's mind about
~o]ding aIJ the ground from King's Bridge to the lower
]lOes. If we attempt to hold the ground, the garrison must
still be reinforced, but if the garrison is to draw into .bfount
Washington and only keep that, the number of troops on
the island is too large. .

Weare not able to determine with any certainty whether
those troops that have taken post above King's Bridge are
the same troops, or not, that were in and about Harlem
several days past. Tbey disappeared from below aHat once'
and some little time after, 'about fiftyboats full of men, wer~
seen going up towards Hunt's Point, and that eveninD"the
enemy were disco\'ered at Fort Independence. We su~pect
them to be the same troops that were encraD"edin the Sunday
skirmish. " "

Six officers belonging to privateers that were taken by
the enemy, made their escape last night. They inform me
that they were taken by the last fleet that came in. They
had a?out six thousand foreign troops on board, one quarter
of which had the black scurvy, and died very fast.

Seventy sail of transports and sbips fell down to Red-
Hook. They were boulld for Rhode-Island; had on board
gbout three thousand troops. They also inform that after
the Sunday action, an officerof distinction was brouD"htinto
the city badly wounded. "

The ships have come up the river to their station again
a litt]e below their lines. Several deserters fi'om powler;
Hook have come over. They all report that General
Howe is wou~?ed, a~ ~id t.hose from the fleet. It appears
to be a prevaI]mg opInIOnIn the land and sea service.

.I forwarded your Excellency a return. o~ the troops at
thIs post,.and a copy of a plan for estabhshmgmagazines.
I could wIsh to know your pleasure as to the magazines as
soon as possible.

I shall reinforce Co]onel Magaw with Colonel Rallin(J"s
regiment, until I hear from your Excellency respecting the.
matter.

The motions of th~ grand army will best determine the
propriety of endeavouring to hold all the ground from King's
Bridge to the lower lines. I shan be as much on the
Island of York as possible so as not to neglect the duties
of my own department. .

I can learn no satisfactory accounts of the action of the
other day.

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's obedient
servant,

NATHANAEL GREENE.

To His Excellency Genera] Washington, at Camp at the
White-Plains.

GENERAL COURTS-MARTIAL.

At a Genera] Court-Martial, held by order of his Exce]-
]ency General Washington, near White-Plains, for the trial
of such prisoners as shall be brought before them, October
3U, 1776.
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Brigadier-General ltlcDougall, Presideut.
Members :

Colonel Baldwin, Captain Coal,
Lieut. Col. Wissenfells, Captain Warner,
Major Smith, Ca ptain Lee,
Captaiu Coggswell, Captain Hull,
Captain Bolster, Captain Pelton,
Captain Crooker, Captain Fenner.
Captain Knap,

Captain Peters appointed Judge Advocate for the above
Court.

Being three o'clock, P. M., the above Court adjourned
till nine o'clock to-rporrow morning, then to meet at the
house of Mr. William Field. .

October 31, 1776.-Said Court met according to ad-
journment, and proceeded to the trial of Captain Pool, of
Colonel Cary's regiment, who was charged with shamefully
abandoning his post when on guard, without orders; and,
beinp" asked whether he was guilty or not guilty of the
charge, said Captain Poole plead" Not guilty."

Serp"eantHall, of Colonel Smith's regiment, being sworn,
says: "'He was on guard with Captain Poole; that about
three o'clock, P. M., ou the 25th instant, the said Captaio
Pool marched his guard from their post; that he knew of
no orders he had for it; that the enemy was then advancing
towards White-Plains, but not towards the place where
said guard was posted.

Lebeus Shilley, being sworn, says: That a little before
night on said 25th, Captain PQole marched his guard off,
but h~ knew of no orders for it. .

Corporal Rogers, being sworn, agrees with the last witness.
Three o'clock, P. M., the Court adjourned till to-morrow

morning, ten o'clock.
November a.-The Court proceeded 00 the above trial.
Major Lyman, being sworn, says: That he can't remem-

ber any particular orders that Captain Poole had, only
that he had two days' provision, and 'twas expected that he
would stay where he was posted till relieved.

Adjutant Torrey, being sworn, says: That he had order
.

s
from Major Lyman'to send a Captain and a party of men
for guard, to go to a place called Tukkahoe, with two days'
proVisions ;

.

upon which he sent Captain Poole, and told bim
be must take two days' provisions with him.

Lieutenant Clark, being sworn, says: That he knew of
no orders Captain Poole had respecting the time h~ was
to continue on guard where he was posted, only that he
took two days' provision; further says, that Captain Pool~
told him that, if he thought he should not be blamed, he
would march the guard off to camp; and said, in case he
should be blamed, they could come back to their post again;
that they marched to camp, and came to the brigade parade
just at night, but he knew of no orders said Captain Pook
had for marching off his guard.

Lieutenant Hathaway, being sworn, says: That, after
their gnard was posted by the Brigade-Majo

.

r, Captain Poole
went out to view the ground, and when he re!urned, upon
finding the Major was gone, he asked him, said Lieutenant,
what orders the Major left for them; he told the Captain,
none at all; he further says they sent a Sel'geant to General
Lee for orders respecting their conduct; the said Sergeant
returned, and said tbat General Lee told him it was not sup-
posed they should stand against any great numbers, but that
ihey were to watch the motions of the enemy.

The Court determine that Captain Poole is guilty of the
charge alleged against him, and that he be cashiered.

.ALEX..McDoUGA,LL,Brigadier-General, President.

At a General Court-Martial, held by or<ler of Major-
General Lee, at White-Plains, for the trial of such prisoners
as shall be brought before them, October 30, 1776.

Colonel Hitchcock, President.
Members :

Major S , Captain Thomas,
Captain Thompson, Lieutenant Clarke,
Captain Clarke, Lieutenant Miller,
Captain Olney, Lieutenant Lord,
Captain Lee, Lieutenant Grant,
Captain Dodge, Lieutenant Orne,
Captain GumMy, Ensign Young.

Captain Peters appointed Judge Ad\'ocate in the above
Court.

Peter Buise, of Captaio Caldwell's company, in Colonel
Hasktt's regiment, was brought before the Court, and
charged with the crime of desertiolJ; and, being asked
whether he was guilty or not guilty of the charge alleged
against him, the :;laidprisoner plead" Guilty;" but said that
his whole intentions were to go to his wife, who was left in
York city when he marched from that place.

Sergeant Oldham, of Colonel Brewer's regiment, being
solemnly SWQrn,says: That last night, about eleven of the
clock, he saw theCprisoner near the advanced lines of the
enemy; that he went to him, thinking he had been one of
our advanced sentinels, and that, after some conversation
between them, the prisoner asked him what army he be-
longed to, whether to the King's army or not? The wit-
ness replied, " Be sure I do; what army do you belong to ?"
The prisoner replied, to the American army; but that he
had set out to go to the King's army, hoping by that means
he should have an opportunity to see his wife, who was io
York, for he was very uneasy about her.
. The Court, having maturely considered the cause before

them, are of opinion that the prisoner is guilty of a breach
of the first article of war, in the sixth section, and do there-
fore sentence him to suffer death.

DANIEL HITCHCOCK, President.

I do hereby cgrtify that more than two-thirds of the
members of the aforesaid Court were agreed in the aforesaid
sentence.

Attest: ANDREW PETERS, Judge Advocate.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read Novemb~r 6: referred to the Board of War.)

Saratoga, October 30, 1776.

SIR: At two this morning I had the honour to receive
your letter of the 23d instant, covering sundry resolutions
of Congress. Permit me to assure you, that my best e~er-
tions shall not be wanting to carry every part of them into
execution, as far as I am capable. Give me leave to
observe, that the resolution inhibiting the payment of one
"andone third do\l~r for the reinlistment of soldiers in camp,
I fear, will much retard the inlistment of the troops, as the
recruiting officers will not be able to give their recruiting
Sergeants any money to treat those whom they attempt to
inlist. I am the more in.duced to draw this conclusion from
the little success that the Commissioners from the different
States have met with, in attempting to reengage the men,
which will make it absolutely necessary to employ officers
for that particular purpose, q.nd which, with respect to this
State, is done, by my advice, as Congress will perceive by
the enclosed copy of the orders I have given. Having nO
view but that of promoting the service,. I shall venture, in
hopes of the pardon of Congress, to advise General Gates
not to publish the resolution alluded to until) am honoured
with the further orders of Congress on the subject.

I am happy to find that nails can be procured at Boston.
Not knowing that ther~ were any in the pubJick stores at
that place, I sent a trusty officer, on tbe 13th instant, with
five thousand dollars, to purchase a quantity there. Such
other of the military stores as are there, and wanted in this
department, I shall order to Westfield, in the Massachusetts-
Bay, to be brought from thence in sleds, in winter.

General Gates having pressed me to send him Colonel
Dayton's regiment, I accordingly withdrew it from Fort
Stanwix, and garrisoned that place with Colone] Elmore's.
Dayton's will reach Ticonderoga to~morrow. A few days
ago I received information from Tryon County that they
expected the enemy would penetrate into that quarter; and
as a corroboration of the accounts they had received, they
urged that some of the principal Tories were gone off, and so
much were the inhabitants alarmed that they threatened to
lay down their arms unless they were supported by troops.
This has obliged me to draw about one thousand Militia
from the northward, which I have ient, under the command
of Colonel Van Schaick, to cover that County. I hope
they will do better there than they have here. I have em-
ployed some of the Militia to \lssist in forwarding provisions
and repairing the roads. About four hundred are at Fort
Edward, covered by a breastwork, from whence scouts are
daily sent to the westward j and some Tories on the wa)' to
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join the enemy have been intercepted. Four hundred more
are at Fort George, but absolutely refuse to give their aid
in erecting a picket around tbe hospital. Two hundred at
Fort Ann, assisting in forwarding the provisions. The
remainder ordered Oil to TicorJ-deroga.

My last letter from General G(1tes was of the 27th
instant. General Carleton still remained at Crown Point.
Two prisoners, whom his SCQutshad taken and he sent
back, report that he is preparing to attack us. If he does,
I trus~ I shall have tbe pleasure of announcing his repulse;
a\ld if we keep our ground in that quarter during this earn...
paign, it will be our oWn faults if we do not make 1'ic.on-
deroga and ltlount Independence impregnable before the
enemy call attack it in another; and, consequently, any
irruptions from the northward with &ucha body of troops a.$
could effect any tbing wi\] be totally impossible. I am Vf~ry
happy that General, Carleton bas spent his force this way;
for if he shol11deveo oblige us to.retire from Ticonderoga,
we shall confine him to the lakes. Had he attempted to
come by another route, he would probably have penetrated,
and beenjoined by the Six Nations.

.
I mentionthis,as that

quarter will claim the attention of Congress next,campaign,
and ( do not know of any measure that would so effectually
secure to our interest the Six Nations as a regiment or two
of Frenchmen. J should hope, as we are now independent
States, that the Court of France would at least wink at our
inlisting a body of troops in their islands: probably they
would privately order their officers and soldiers to engage in. .

our serVIce. .

The anxiety I laboured uoder lest our army should suffer
in the article of provisions, is happily vanished. Consider-
ably more is now forwarding than tbe daily consumption.

'

Thr barracks I am erecting are advancing with great
rapidity. Much is to be done in the course of the winter.
I &hallsuggest my ideas to the gentlemen of Congress noW
with me.

I wish for leave to repair to Philadelphia as soon a!;>I
shall judge that I may be spared from hence witlJQutdetri-
ment to the publick service. Congress may be assured
that I shall not abuse the license, if granted, by leaving this
a moment before the proper time.

Congress will be so good as to let me hear from tbem on
the subject of the Nanticoke. hldians, mentioned in mine of
the] 6th or ]8th of August last. I expect a number of the
Oneidas at Albany very soon; they are !;>uchgood f6ends
that I wish to have it in my power to give them some
cloili~~

.

I bave this momeot received a letter from my Secretary,
who is at Albany, advising me that one hundred and ninety
or two hundred barrels of flour leave Albany every day, but
that he fears the Commissarywill not be able to furnish
more than will suffice for four days' transportation. This
intelligence will oblige me to hasten to Albany to prevent a
stop in the transportation.

.

As Congress has been pleased to give rank to the Pay-
masters, would it not be well that the Deputy Mustermaster-
General should have some respectable rank given him, and
his commission sent up?

The proceedings of the Court-IUartial 00 Colonel Camp-
bell I have never had. As soon as General Gates sends
them to me, I shall take them into consideration.

I am, sir, with every sentiment of respect and esteem,
your most obedieot, humble servant,

P SH. CHUYLER.
To the Hon. John Hancock.

soldier who shall pl'ocure those artides for himself, and pro-
duce to the Paymaster of the regiment a certificate thereof
from the Captain of the company to which he shall belong,
shall be entitled to receive the twenty dollars in money.
Besides which, every non-cdmniission'ed officer aIldsoldier
so inlisted is to receive, at the end of the war, one hundred
acres of land, as a fLJrther encouragement.

'

2dly. You are to be careful to inlist none but healthy,
able-bodied men, who shall engage to serve in the army of
the Um:ted States during the present war.

'.

3dly. You shall take the age, size, complexion, colour
of hair and eyes, and natural or accidental marks of every
recruit, with an account of the place of his birth and occu-
pation. '

,

4thly. You shall embrace all opportunities to have the
recruits drilled and disciplined; arid for that purpose you,
sball despatch them, without delay, to such station or place
of rendezvous as shall be,appointed for that purpose.

5thly. To every recruit, at the time of iolistment, you
shall administer the oath prescribed by the articles of war
published by the Continental Congress.
. 6th]y. You shaH appoint four active and capable recruit-
ing Sergeants to assist you in this service.

7thly. If you shall reinlist for the war any non-commis-
sioned officer or soldier who is at present in actual service
for a shorter time, you are to give in his name and descrip-
tion to tbe Captain to whose company he shall then belong,
who is to take particular charge of him, tbat he be deliv-
ered over to his proper officer at the end of the service for
which he may be so preengaged, or sooner if required.

8thly. You are to ha ve your men mustered by the Com-
missaryof Musters the first opportunity after inlistment, in
order that they may receive their fuIl bount)', five dollars of
which only you shall pay to each recruit, as an encourage-
ment, at the time of iI1Jistment.

9thly. For tbis purpose you shall receive from the Treas-
ury of the State of New- York one hundred pounds in haod,
of the expenditures of wbich you shaIl keep a regular
account, and transmit it to tbe Treasurer at Fishkill, who
will supply you with money in proportioo to the recruits
you shall raise..

PH. SCHUYLER, ]}laJor-General.

GENERAL SCJIUYLER 'rO 'rHE BOARD OF WAR.

Saratoga, October 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I am honoured with your favour of the
22d instant, enclosing the resolves of Congress and list of
stores at Boston. The season is so far advanced that the
intrenching tools cannot arrive in time to be of any service
during this campaign. I shall, however, order them to the
east side of the Green .Mountains, that advantage may be
taken of the first snows to traosport them in sleds to this
quarter.

The want of tents in this campaign bas not only greatly
distressed our troops, but occasioned an enormous expense
in the article of boards. It is therefore a matter of the
greatest il1Jportance that a sufficiency of them be prepared
in the course of the winter, and sent to Albany. The
poles and pins can be made there.
- Whatever stores are to be sent to this quarter should, I
think, be forwarded in light wagons, for the greater expedi~
tion. A mouth hence the roads will be almost impassable
for beavy carriages.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient,
humble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.
To James Wilson, Edward Rutledge, and Francis Light-

Juot Lee, Esqs.

Instructions. to the Officers appointed to Recruit Jor the
servzce oj the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Saratoga, October 22, 1776.

1st. The encouragement you are to offer is S9 great as
will, it is hopp-d,give you a choice of men and ensure you
success, to wit: A bounty of ten dollars in money to every GENERALSCHUYLERTO SECRE'rARYOF THE BOARDOF WAR.
non-commissioned officer and soldier already inlisted, and Saratoga, October30, 1776.
who has received the Continental bounty of ten dollars; SIR: This morning' I was hoooured with your letter of
and to every other recruit a bounty of twenty dollars; and the 9th instant. I am extremely happy to find that we
also to each a suit of clothes yearly, to consist, for the have a prospect of being in some measure supplied with
present year, of two linen hunting-sbirts, two pair of hose, the articles you mention, and of which we stand in areat
two pair of overalls, a leather or woolJen waistcoat with need. I could wish that the goods bad been sent dir:ctly
sleeves, one pair of breeches, one hat 01' leather cap, and to Albany, as it is probable they would have arrived before
two pair of shoes-amounting, in the whole, to the va]ue of this. General Mifflin has such a variety of business to
twenty dollars more; but each non-commissioned officer or attend to, that it is a kind of cruelty to burthen him with

FIFTH SERIES.- V OL. II. 82
. .
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any not immediately in his department. Pray let direc-
tions be given that every thing in future be sent directly
to Philip Van Rensselaer, Esquire, Storekeeper at Al-
bany.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
PH. SCHUYLER.

To Richard Peters, Secretary at War.

GENERAL SCHUYLER 'fO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, October 30, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:At two this morning I received sundry
despatches from Congress. Copies of aH the resolutions I
do myself the honour to enclose you. You will observe,
amonast others, a resolution inhibiting the paying one and
one third dollars for any soldiers reinlisted in camp. I
shall take the liberty to mention to Congress the bad con-
sequences of it; and therefore beg you will not make it
publick until you hear further from me on the subject.

A very considerable quantity of shoes, stockings, shirts,
and other clothing has left Philadelphia for our army.
They wiH not be detained a moment at Albany.

The Militia are deserting in great numbers. General
Washington advises that if they are not absolutely wanted,
to dismiss them, as he fears they will distress us as much as
t~ey have him, by eating our prov}sionsand doing n? se!'-
VIce. Those at Fort' George contmue to refuse theIr aId
in erecting the picket around the Hospital and in mounting
guard. 1 am under the necessity of going to Albany, to
give my assistance to Mr. Avery. I wish you, however,
to be under no apprehensions on the score of provisions,
as I dare say I shaH be able to keep up a constant sup-
ply.

Please to let Mr. Yauncey send me an exact return.
Adieu! I am, dear sir, your most obedient, humble ser-

vant, PH. SCHUYLER.
To Hon. General Gates.

P. S. I have not had the proceedings of the Court-Mar-
tial pn Colonel Campbell. You will please to send them
to me.

This will be delivered you by Major Livingston, my
Aid-de-Camp, who intends to pass some days with you.
Permit me to recommend him to your attention.

Please to accept of some cabbage and a few pota-
toes.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, October 30, 1776.

DEARGENERAL:A variety of reports and circumstances
seem to confirm the account I gave you that the enemy
may probably attempt to penetrate through the country to
the Mohawk river. I have therefore thought it necessary to
move some more of the Militia into Tryon County; but as
very little dependence is to be made on the very best of
them, and as the salvation of the army with you in a very
great measure depends upon a successful repulse of the
enemy, should they make such an attempt, it is incumbent
on us to take every precaution possible. I have therefore
ordered scouts from Tryon County to the northward of
Hudson's river until they arrive to the meridian of Fort
George, and to range between the most easterly and west-
erly branches thereof; and have directed others to be kept
out from Fort Edward and Fort George. You will also
please to send two or three scouts to go at least forty miles
west of Tyonderoga; and should they discover that a body
of the enemy have gone that way, you wiIl then immedi-
ately detach three regiments or more, if you shail judge it
necessary from the accounts you may receive of the enemy's
force. I must repeat that the Militia are not to be depended
upon; and therefore whatever troops you may send must
march with the utmost despatch, without waiting for their
bag~age, which must follow.

This will be delivered to you by Messrs. Stockton and
Clymer.

I am, dear General, very sincerely, your obedient, hum-
ble servant, P SH. CHUYLER.
To Hon. General Gates.

J. TRUlIIBULL TO COMMITTEE OF BENNINGTON.

Head-Q.uarterR, Tyconderoga, October 30, 1776.

SIR: The General has seen your letter to Mr. Yancey,
and directs me to return you his most cordial thanks for the
zeal you expressed for the service of our insulted country.

Agreeable to the request of the Committee, he has
ordered one of the companies from your town to return
for the purpose of assisting in a work so necessary for the
good of this army.

The alertness of your people, and those of the neigh-
bouring country, in marching with so much expedition to
share our dangers, cannot be too much praised, or too
gratefully acknowledged by their countrymen.

The situation of the army daily mends by the addition of
troops from different parts. The enemy still remain at
Crown Point.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
J. TRUMBULL,D. A. General.

To Chairman of the Committee of Bennington.

COLONEL BREWER TO GENERAL GATES.

Ty Mills, October 30, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: The bearer, Lieutenant Laud, has just
returned from his-scoUt to Crown Point, and has given me
some intelligence which I thought proper to commj.lnicate
to YOllimmediately, in prospect of which he waits upon
your Honour.

I am, sir, with all obedience, YOUI'very humble servant,
SAM'L BREWER.

To General Gates.

CONVENTION OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE GRANTS.

In Convention of the Representatives from the several
Counties and Towns of the NEW-HAMPSHIRE GRANTS,
holden at WESTMINSTER, October 30, 1776.

When we view the almost insurmountable difficulties the
inhabitants of our infant Plantations have been subjected to
in bringing a desolate wilderness into fruitful fields, gareens,
&co, together with the oppressions and insults received fium
New- York, since our <Innexation thereto, \V'e cannot at
the same time, but view some of the present conduct of that
State towards us with some degree of concern. The pub-
lick, no doubt, have heretofore been in some measure led
into the nature of the dispute which has for a number of
years last past subsisted between the Colony of New- York
and the inhabitants of said district of land, and the several
disingenuous advantages made use of by the power of that
Colony to rob those inhabitants of their interest: . But, for
present illustration, the following are here set down as
matters of fact, viz:

I. That most of us hold our lands by virtue of grants
from the several authorities of the former Provinces of the
JYIassachusetts-Bay and New-Hampshire. In consequence
of which grants we left our native places of abode to in-
habit a desolate wood; and we have never yet learnt any
blame has been laid on either of the authorities of the JYIas-
sachusetts-Bay or New-Hampshire for granting those lands.

2. The jurisdiction line of New- York being extended to
the west banks of Connecticut River, by a royal order in
A. D. 1764. The several Governours of that Colony have
presumed to regrant the lands from under our feet, which
has created the greatest disorders and confusions.

3. Those inhabitants being unaccustomed to such disor-
ders, were induced at a great expense to petition the Crown
for redress in the premises, who was pleased, with advice
of his Council, to pass an order in the following words,
VIZ: .

"At a Court at St: James's, the 24th day of July, 1767.
Present:

The King's Most Excellent Majesty.
Archbishop of Canterbury, Earl of Shelburne,
Lord Chancellor, Viscount Falmouth,
Duke of Queensborough, Viscount Barrington,
Duke of Ancaster, Viscount Clarke,
Lord Chamberlain, Bishop of London,
Earl of Litchfield, .Mr. Secretary Conway,
Earl of Bristol,

.
Hans Stanly, Esq..

"His Majesty taking the said Report" (i. e. Report of the
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tracts of lands, through and round which the present
inhabitants are obliged to cut roads and build mills, ~r
which said gentlemp,n pay nothing, however valuab]e their
lands are made by it. The Governour and Council of
New- York have laid a mandamus on the ancient town of
Hinsdale, which was at first appropriated by a purchase
from the Indians; secondly, by a grant from New-
Hampshire; and third, by an uninterrupted possession and
occupancy about seventy years. The custom of the former
Government of New- York, to wit: breaking of Sabbaths,
neglect of publick worship, &c., we principally emigrated
from the New-England Stat~s; and could we have had as
good regulationshere as have been in the New-England
States, no doubt but many honourable and wealthy gentlemen
would have moved their families here that have not, which
would have been to the mutual advantage of the present
inhabitants. A resolve of the honourable the Provincial
Congress of the Stqte of New- York, in resolving, "that all
quit-rents fornwrly due and payable to the King of Great
Britain within this State, are now due and owing unto this
Convention, of'such future Government as may be here-
after established in this State." Those grarrts that derived
from New-Hampshire, pay one shilling proclamation money;
and those from New- York, half a crown sterling on each
hundred acres. When in the ancient part of the Province
of New- York, Livingston's JJlanor, a tract of land about
twenty miles square, pay but one beaver skin annually as
quit-rent. Bateman's Patent pays three pounds ten shil-
lings sterling, a valuable tract of ninety thousand acres; in
fine all the old settled part of the Province of New- York
pay no more than a trifling acknowledgment. Our local cir-
cumstances are very troublesome and fatiguing to us; some
of us are upwards of four hundred miles f/'Omthe seat of
Government at New- York.

The foundation of English liberties, and of:111 free
Government, is a right in the people to participate in their
Legislative Council. And these Counties to wit: Cumber-
land and Glocester, from their local and other circumstances,
cannot properly be represented in the honourable the Pro-
vincial Congress for the State of New- York.

For the above cogent reasons, we choose not to connect
with the State of New- York at present; would humbly
submit to the candid reader, whether we had not better refer
our situation to the honourable the grand Council of the
United States of America, and see if they in their great
wisdom could fiot retrieve us from our present fears, and
put us in such a situation that we should be better enabled
to do our proportion in this unhappy war.

.

Extract from the Minutes:
.

IRA ALLEN, Clerk.

Board of Trade) "into consideration, was pleased, with the
advice of his Privy Council, to approve thereof, and
doth hereby strictly charge, require, and command, that
the Governour or Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty's
Province of New- York for the time being, do not, upon
pain of his Majesty's highest displeasure, presume to make
any grants whatsoever, of any of the lands described in the
said report, until his Majesty's further pleasure shall be
known concerning the same."

"A true copy: WILLIAM SHARP.
"Attest: GEO. BANYAR,Dep. Sec."

Notwithstanding the above prohibition, the Governoul'S
respectively of New- York, continued their former practice
of regranting the same lands.

4. To take the special advantage of the governing part
of New- York, to secure the titles severally to the lands thus
regranted, writs of ejectment were sent in large detachments
with officers of their appointment at the head of them, with
particular orders to execute them; and the result of such
services on trial have produced writs of possession from the
Supreme Courts of Ne-w- York, in consequence of which
several persons have been dispossessed of valuable farms,
houses, stocks, produce, &c. And by a continuance of
writs of ejectments, possessions, &c., we have been under
the disagreeable necessity to draw our swords, and for many
years past to wield them, in defence of our possessions and
properties, from the cruel and tyrannical usurpations of that
Colony: And the principle which induced us at that time
to take arms in defence of our possessions and properties,
is that which now induces us to take arms and voluntarily
join our friends and brethren in the several United States,
for the defence of the liberties of the whole; and to oblige
us to desist from such necessary measures, sundry of the
leading and prin-cipal Green Mountain Boys were indicted
as rioters, and proclamations issued by the legislative
authority of New- York, wherein large sums of money
were offered for the purpose of apprehending and taking
into custody said riotoUs persons and bring them to condign
punishment; and, as though this might not prove effectual
to subdue the minor and most honest of this Government,
that same legislative body did make and pass twelve acts
of outlawry, which empowered the Judges, that in case any
such offender, after notice had been published and posted
seventy days, should not surrender himself for trial, that it
should be lawful for the Judges to award sentence of death
against him or them, the same as though he or they had
been attainted or convicted, &c.-North.

5. The methods taken by the legislative power of New-
York, in erecting the Counties of Cumberland and Glouces~
ter, was not (by them) intended for the benefit of the inhabi-
tants, as may appear by their appointment of foreign persons
to the place of court officers in the County of Cumberland;
and such persons who by their immediate influence were CONNECTICUTCOUNCILOF SAFETY.

most likely to prove subservient in bringing tbe inhabitants of At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety
the said Counties into a disposition to apply to the power of of Connecticut, October 30, 1776,
New- York for a regent of the lands in said County; and Present: his Honour the Governour, his Honour the
it's to be observed the most of the civil magistrates and Deputy Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington,
military officers were so appointed that they were great Richard Law, Titus Hosmer, William Hillhouse, Benjamin
friends to the legislative body of New- York. Those Huntington, Esqrs. "

persons thus appointed did not fail to use their influence Voted, To accept Jonathan Curtiss to be Captain,
with the inhabitants to get themselves appointed agents to Timothy Pond Lieutenant, and Samuel Scovill Ensian, of
transact a business of that kind at the court of -,-Vew- York. a company of inhabitants in Northbury, in Wate;bury,
The issue of which was, that regents over the great part of embodied in pursuance of a late resolve of the General
the lands were then obtained; and the extravagant patent Assembly; and his Honour the Governour is to grant them
fees, together with the fees of the agents, amounted to so commissions accordingly. .
much that many of ?s were ob]iged to have a considerable Voted, To accep,t and establish Caleb Jewett Captain,
part of our lands disposed of (thus regranted) at a very Robert Steadman Lieutenant, and Joseph Lord Ensian, of
moderate price, to defray the charges aforesaid, and on said a company of inhabitants in Sharon, embodied in purs~ance
subsequent patents was added more than threefold quit- of a late resolve of the General Assembly, and his Honour
rents. . the Governour is desired to grant them commissions ac":

The matter being brought thus far to a period, a Court- cordingly.
House must needs be erected in the County of Cumberland, Voted, That Captain John Cleave and his Crew, lately
and a tax laid on its inhabitants to defray the charges of belonging to the Galley Whiting, be dismissed as on
the same; although it was not the minds of the inhabitants Saturday, and they are accordingly dismissed as on that
to have the same district erected into a County; in conse- time.

.

quence whereof Courts of Common Pleas have been estab- Voted, To approbate an order given by his Honour the
lished contrary to the free voice of the people; which Governour on the .Pay-Table, in favour of Captain Samuel
was the origin of the horrid and detestable massacre at the Squire, for £500, as Commissary.
said Court-House on the 13th of March, A. D. 1774; in Voted, To approbate an order drawn by the Governour
which several persons were actually murdered. on the Pay-Tab]e, in favour of Captain John Cotton, for

Sundry gentlemen of the State of New- York, own large £50, for the Fort at Saybrook.
...
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Xu.mes. Provinces. Counties. Towns.
-William Glisson.... West-Jersey...... . Salem..... Pilesgrove.

GeorgeKarr.. . . ... New-york....... .. ....-....... Florady.
John Scott........ New-york....... .. Albany.. .. Cloughbrick.
David R~........ Pennsylvania. . . . . . Bucks.. . .. Bucks.
Michael lannigan. Munster.......... . Tipkerary.. Shanballough.
Francis Hatch..... Massachusetts-Bay. Yor ...... Wells.
Noah Goodwin.... New-Hampshire. . .. Strafford. . . Somerset.
DanielGr1\' . . . ... Connecticut.... . . . . . LitchfieJd. . Sheran.
Jonathan illitson. Connecticut........ . Litchfield.. Sheran.
John Churcher..... Connecticut.... . . . . . Litchfield.. Sheran.
N athanel Bisse]]. . . Connecticut... . . . . . Hartford... East- Twinsey.
Ichabod Meacham. Connecticut. .. . . . . . Hartford. . . Endfield.
Peter Cary........ Massachusetts-Bay. . Middlesex.. Natick.
David Johnston.... Penn!;lvania. . . . . . Bucks. .... Bucks.
Jacob Archmd... . . New- ersey........ Gloster. . . . Greenwich
Thomas Penn. . . .. West N ew-J ersey... Gloster. . . . Greenwich.
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MATHEW TALLCOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

1/ Middletown, October 30, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOUR: There came two gen-
demen to this town last evening, who called themselves
French officers, and, as [ heard, gave some extraordinary
accounts of publick affairs; and in the evening came in a
gentleman of the Committee of Hartford and another of
Suffield, anci brought the two enclosed letters; upon which
such of the Committee of this town as were near, with the
two above, visited the Frenchmen, and they showed us
several letters in French, which were open, and others that
were sealed; namely, one to a gentleman in Dartmouth,
one to General Washington, and one to Mr. Hancock; and
although their accounts were )lot altogether satisfactory, we
thought ]t most prudent, as the Assembly was sittinlT, to
refer them to your Honour, and have sent Mr. Elijah
Hobard with them to see that they do not escape; Judging
it more prudent than to break open letters to gentlemen in
so high authority, not doubting but your Honour will make
full inquiry and detect the impostor, if any there be, or send
them under safe guard to General Washington, or otherwise
dispose of them as in your Honour's wisdom, with that of
the Assembly, you shall see fit, which is the present needful.

In behalf of the Committee, from your Honour's most
obedient, humble servant, M TATHEW ALLCOTT.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

.

COMMODORE HOPKINS TO CAPTAIN HACKER.

Newport, October 30,1776.

SIR : You are to take your officers and men and go on
board the Providence, and so much of her stores as a,.e
absolutely necessary, and follow the orders which you re-
ceived to go in the Hamden, and leave the Hamden under
ihe command of Captain Joseph Olney, in order to be
repaired; and deliver him an account of the stores that you
reave~in her, and also an account of what you take out of
her for the Providence.

Yours, &c., ESEK HOPKINS,Commander-in-Chiej.
To Hoysted Hacker, Esq., now Commander of the sloop

Providence.

CAPTAIN J. PAUL JONES TO THE MARINE COMMITTEE.

Alfred, Rhode-Island, Qctober 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since my arrival here in the Providence,
the 7th current, I have, from a variety of events, been
altogether unable to give you any satisfactory account, and
for that reason have deferred writing.

I now encloseyou copiesof my lettersdown till the 30th
ultimo. You have also enclosed a short account of my
whole cruise. And I have nOWto inform you that on the
22dcurrent, I was directed by the Commander-in-Chief
to take command of an expedition with the Alfred and
Hamden against the Cape Breton coal fleet and Newfound-
land fishery. Had this expedition been begun a month
sooner, great things might have been done. My greatest
hope now is that of relieving a number of our fellow-citizens,
who, being prisoners, are compelled to work in the coal-
pits of Cape Breton. If I can succeed in this, I shall think
my pains well bestowed. You may, however, rest assured
that I will leave no part of my duty unattempted that may,
at this advanced season and with my small force, appear
practicable.

I have left with the Commander-in-Chief a complete
muster-roll, comprehending every thing from the day I took
command of the Providence till the day I left her. I was
ready to sail the 27th, but unfortunately the Harnden ran
aground on a sunken ledge, in the harbour, which knocked
off her false keel, and she hath been so leaky since that
we have concluded her unfit for sea, and have got the
Providence ready to proced in her room. I hope to sail
to-morrow morning; and am, with great esteem and respect,
gentlemen, your very obliged, very obedient, and most hum-
ble servant, J P J. AUL ONES.

To the honourable the Marine Committee.

Account of the PROVIDENCE'S Cruise.

The American sloop-of-war the Providence, of twelve

guns and seventy men, sailed from the Delaware the 21st
of August, 1776. She cruised between the latitude of
39° and 33° north, and went to the eastward as far as the
longitude of 50° west, having taken three prizes, a whaler
and two West Indiamen, and having had a very narrow
escape from an English frigate after a chase of six hours
part of the time within pisto] shot. On the 14th Septem-
ber, she bent her course for Nova-Scotia;and on the 20th
had another affair with an English frigate, and in the course
of an eight hours' chase, ridiculed the enemy and answered
his broadside with only. a single musket, although the
Savage and Dawson's brig were within a few leagues
distance. She next day went into Canso and took three
Engli~h schoonerswith a ~cotchTory's flag, and, the day
followmg, she took five sail of Jerseymen in Narrowshook,
and foUl' more in Peter de Great: and it is remarkable,
that though they were ten in number to one of the Provi-
dence's men, they were so panick-struck that they not on]y
gave up their ships but even assisted to riD'and carry them
out of their harbours. The Providence tI~enproceeded to
the westward, took another whaler on St. George's Bank,
and on the 7th of October arrived safe at Rhode-Island,
having manned and sent in eight prizes, viz: six brigantines,
one ship, and one sloop, and sunk, burnt, and destroyed
eight more, viz: six schooners, one ship, and one brigan-
tine; and finished her cruise in six weeks and five days.

Rhode-Island, October 8, 1776.

PAROLE SIGNED BY AMERtCAN PRtSONERS OF WAR.

We, whose names are underwritten, do hereby solemnly
promise and engage to his Excellency General Carleton,
not to say or do any thing against his Majesty's person and
Government, and to repair, whenever required so to do,
wherever his Excellency, or any other, his Majesty's Com-
mander-in-Chief in Amliril;a, shall please to direct; in
testimony whereof we have hereunto set our names, at
Quebeck, this 30th day of October, 1776.

Williamsburg, October 31, 1776.

The so]diers of the different regiments in this State who
have been indu]ged with furloughs for the recovery of their
health, are ordered to repair to this place without los9
of time. Those who abuse the indulgence given them, by
not returning as soon as able to do duty, may expect to be
treated as deserters.

ANDREW LEWIS, Brigadier-General.

LANDON CARTER TO GENERAL WASJUNGTON.

Sabine Hal!, October 31, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: By Lieutenant Beale, of our Fifth
Regiment, I am endeavouring to lead my tremblinD' pen to
the duty of sincerity in friendship, and with a line of respect,
to ask you,~ my dear George, the momentous question at
these t~mes, How do you do? This bearer, if report has
not statIOned the corps he belongs to at Philadelphia, will
deliver this letter to you. You will find in him more reso-
lution and modest prudence than generally falls to the
share of youth; at teast those of Virginia within my ac-
quaintance. His seasoning, which I may call every kind
of hardship in service, had like to have demolished him
without a bullet; but Heaven seems to have preserved him
fof a further assistance to the great cause of liberty. I
never mention that word but I think how unhappy 1 must
have been in alarming so many dear as well as brave
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friends with the danger it was in, when I first, in America,
attacked that Parliamentary vote" to tax the Colonies with
certain stamp duties." I say unhappy, to thioi<:of the
innumerable dangers that ha \'e been and still must be
encountered, to support that freedom each man derives
from. God alone. But when the justice of the cause
vibrates from my soul on every part of my body, I am
greatly transported to see the arm of Heaven displaying
the banners of (3rotection, whilst every breast is inspired to
write in action an epitaph on its possessor, should he fall
in the struggle, more glorious than mortality alone can
express; and every Christian hero can say, with the never-
to-be-forgotten Cato, one moment of such a life, in the
bosom of freedom, is worth an age of inactivity deserving
of bondage.

When my own care is constantly engaged to ward off
the danger and uneasy concomitants of almost extreme
years, I often compose my momentary pains with the com-
forts which may be deduced to posterity from the manreu-
vres of my dear Washington, whose happy success must
treasure up the blessings, possibly of millions yet unborn;
for wi\hout affecting to be enthusiastically religious, I never
read of a divine instrument of human happiness but 1 carry
the gratitude of ages back to record the remembrance of
such a friend to mankind.

But h~t me not tire you with my own heart-felt expecta-
tions. Can you find time to be detained but one moment
from the God of battle, to tell an old, sincere, tholJgh plain
man how you and the brave retinue all around you do?
I fear not. However, I can supply an answer to my
question, founded on my ideas of justice, from an assurance
that the same merciful Being who directs the sword of
war must conduct the scale of natUral right. I read of the
par nobile fratrum, the Viscount and his brother, and see
their proficiency in the arts of ministerial ism. But I hope
that even the two months extraordinary which the former
took to become expert, from his own account, has not added
the least particle of knowledge to the latter, whom you
drove from Boston; and that the day is yet to come,
perhaps not far off, in which they will be entrapped in their
own wiliness.

Our news from New- York is generally such a compound
of inconsistency, and every now and then so poisoned with
a lit.tleToryism in its way to us, that for my part, though
it is sometimes very encouraging, I never admit of the least
tittle of it but as domestick volatiles; for which I am sorry
to say that there seems sometimes to be too much occasion.
If I don't err in conjecture, I can't help thinking that the
head of our Commonwealth has as great a palace of fear
and apprehension as can possess the heart of any being;
and if we compare rumour with actual movements, 1 believe
it will prove itself to every sensible man.

As soon as the Congress sent for our First, Third, Fourth,
Fifth, and Sixth Regiments to assist you in contest against
the enemy where they really were, and not suffer them
to be inactive, at a vast expense, where the enemy was,
ridiculously enough, only expected to be, founded on some
defeat they must receive in their first movements, I say
there got a report among the soldiery that dignity had
declared it would not reside in Williamsburgh without two
thousand men under arms to guard him. This had like to
have occasioned a mutiny. A desertion of many from the
several companies did follow; boisterous fellows resisting,
and swearing they would not leave their County; but beinD'
in Continental pay most of them were persuaded to embark
up the Bay at last. What a finesseof popularity was this ?-
popularity, the only real enemy to freedom? and I shall be
happily mistaken, if it will not at last be the" recovering
sword" which the Viscount pledged himself at parting to
make use of. For thus I reason: Whilst deception conducts
the constituting powers, (the freeholders,) the hypocrites
who make use of it will soon be bribed into contention, and
then by a tide of corruption poor Liberty will be forgot and
delivered into slavery, resuming its most humiliating form.
But to go on, (for [ have it from a brother to one who is in
the army,) as soon as the regiments were gone, this great
~an found an interest with the Council of State, perbaps as
timorous as himself, to issue orders for the Militia of twenty-
six Counties, and five companies of a Minute baualion, to
march to Williamsburgh,to protect him only against his
own fears; and to make this the more popular, it was

endeavoured that the House of Delegates should give it a
countenance; but as good luck would have it, it was with
difficulty refused, because a good purge, says Dr. Lee,
woulddo ful}as well. I say good luck; and, failh,myfriend
George, that is now our only chance. Immediately then,
though we do not know whence our taxes are to arise,
payable some of them next June, a bill is brought in to
remove the seat of Government; some gay up to Hanover,
to be called Henry- Town, but I believe it will split as usual
on the rock ubi; for numbers, as it is now actually in motion,
are for the back country.

I propose this shall be a sketch of my own observations,
to entertain you. Therefore, I go on to show how busy
Convention is to effect an edge for this recovering sword
of the Viscount's. In legislation we affect one while,
according to our fifth article of declaratory rights, to keep
the Legislative, the Executive, and the Judiciary powers
separate and distinct; but if we read the Journals, we see
one da}\ though petitions set forth that the very matters
complained of are actually before the Executive and Judiciary
powers, yet popularity shows itself so ascendantly in the
House (by the very means of which most of the Delegates
get there) that now all three powers are crowding to form
one tribunal, because Judges can only determine according
to laws and usages in being, which do not aid such peti-
tioners, but rather destroy their complaints, and therefore
they are brought to Legislation for determination, according
to some democratick, assumed retrospection; that .is, a
mode of punishing is10 be resolved on by that arch fiend in
all popularity,pro hac vice only. But when a matter in
which no constituent can be engaged, is brought on, though
immediately during the heat of such petitions as before,
then you hear of the" impropriety in interfering in matters
under distinct regulations already made without first repeal-
ing those regulations." By this 'tis plain it is not because
they don't know better, but because they will not do better.
And if you can't see the very farce of Contention in such
iniquitous, occasional, and popular modes of pleasing; it
must be because you are at present only engaged as a soldier,
but not as a citizen, in a military constitution.

'I am not done yet with entertaining my friend, to whom
I would not hesitate an untruth. Nothing so noble as the
jealousy of power with which we set out in this common-
wealth form of Government. But now saine of our popular
adherents want to be paid for their serving in inspectors'
places, and our back bawlers-out want publick warehouses
and securities for their commodities, notwithstanding good
roBing-houses would do, as they used before the inspection
law took place; and the inspection money would reasonably
be an insurance to the proprietors of the houses for the
forthcomings of the commodity without the least expense
to the country. Yet that cursed law must be revived, to give.
two men alone the power to say whether a man shall have
any thing for his whole year's labour or not. Judges, by
at least ten thousand instances since this law first took place,
who have proved themselves capable of resentment and
every viBanous corruption notwithstanding their oaths; and
according to the very nature of an oath they must be Judges
from whom their can be no appeal; because no man can
say that he who swears to do according to his judgment,
did not think the commodity bad. Yet if you lose a dog,
ox, or cow, and another has got possession of them, you
must have twelve jurymen sworn, and all of them must be
of one opinion. As to a merchantable commodity, cannot
some sworn receiver, as it used to be, determine that between
purchaser and seller, and let every man do ashe pleases in
the management of what he makes? But lest contention
should not arise out of principles so inconsistent with the
very ideas of property, these warehouses are aB to be at
the heads of the rivers; so that he that makes tobacco in
the lower parts must inspect it up tbere. I knew the
gaBows employed from the hardships and inconveniences
of the first inspection law; and I saw many thousands in
fuB march to burn all the warehouses: and ma{k the end
of this. Popularity has here been brought to a non-plus
what to do; but I am persuaded it wiB !Jot be long so.
The low-land men can fight against laws that oblige them
to be starved, as well as up-land men can fight for them
because they are made to please them. I foretold tbis
effect from tbe constant dividing back Counties long ago.
He must be no artist in divisions in the several States, that
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can't see how easy one legislative power alone must destroy
even a whole land of freedom. It is not the first tiine the
evil one has sown tares among good grain.

Once more: to show you that contention must soon
generate, notwithstanding we can talk of private views, and
what not, in other men, &c.; can tell those we descended
from that we have as much right to do as we please with
our property as they have; and that we certainly have, and
therefore say, right to them-yet I say we will noUet those
who are descending from us, say so in behalf of their fathers:
that is, their fathers have entailed estates on them; but
though we got them in the same conditional manner from
our fathers, we will not let them do as they please with
their property, so that the very basis of the American contest
is quite forgotten, when we are to be aggressors, as Dr.
Price and Lord Camden say; but when they, that is the
British Parliament, are the aggressors, why then truly we
cry aloud against the injustice of the conduct. It is so
striking, that though I should be benefited much by such a
law, aod could not be in the least privately affected by it
to my injury, yet from a soul that detests even the thoughts
of so much injustice to others, I cannot help looking up

. to Heaven and crying out, 0 God of justice! Father
omnipotent! let not this give the least wound to the Con-
tinental cause of freedom; peradventure there should be
but ten found in the land to reprobate and detest an injustice
so crying in its very nature, as this bill already in but seven
days passed one House, and is in the Senate full of men
loaded with private views. It is called docking all entail;
but is it not entailing one they cannot dock? The curses
of posterity on them who must in that very contest for lib-
erty entail a load of debts upon those who are to come,
after they have robbed them of their very estates to pay
that debt from, by overturning the very principles of jus-
tice on which they built their very claim to .freedom. This
is what I call sowing the seeds of contention, which must
spring up sooner or later, and all from the poisoned soil
of popularity. It is very comical that the very men who
left the Congress, who came with a very bla:ckening re-port
of midnight caballings among the members in Congress to
project schemes to pursue, should as they travel disgorge
such a scandalous conduct in others for private views, and
yet themselves to be the introducers of such barefaced,
interested, and iniquitous violations of justice. Was any
man in your camp to say who is the greatest drunkard and
most pernicious to society, he who only drinks in the night
and is perhaps ashamed of it in the morning, or he who
gets drunk (sub die) at mid-day,as old Bacchus used to
say, I dare say the midnight drunkard would be the mo~t
to be respected. I make this observation from my knowl-
edge i~ parliamentary forms. It is not usual for those who
are against a bill, to be the bearers of it, and this bill (as
cursed in its nature as the removal of a neighbour's land-
mark, his will and pleasure in giving his own property
away) borne about by the famous T. J* * * n! Pronti
nulla fides, indeed. If Lord Howe knew this, what would
he not attempt to do with such men? But I hope accord-
ing to Hudibras, .

"Toledo, though true and trusty,
For want of use is now grown rusty."

My friend, excuse my impertinence: I am old. Can you
read me? It is aJl I ask. And if my colick is to continue
my chum, I shall live but mentally to see the pain in Gov-
ernment which others I fear must feel. But wherever I
go, the man" who would not forget the citizen in the
soldier" shaH have my eulogium.

My son, &c., most respectfully wish your health, success,
and prosperity. I can say no more, but your most esteeming
friend and acquaintance, L CANDON ARTER.

AMOS GARRETT TO ~IARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Swan Creek, October 3],1776.

SIR: Since I wrote last, Captain Robert Harris, being
on his march, and at Susquehanna, but in want of blankets,
tents, and money, applied to me, and out of the stores in my
hands I supplied him with forty blankets and ninety-one
yards of linen, and for his ferriages and expenses paid his
order to Captain John Rodgers for four pounds four shillings
and ninepence: This I take care to mention to you, lest a
call for these stores may cause a disappointment to some

. other company. I have now but thirteen blankets remain-
ing, and about sixty yards of linen.

Ther£could have been new kersey blankets bought for
twenty-five shillings apiece, but being above my limitation
none of them was had.

I have not yet met with the gentleman that assisted me,
to enable me to render the account.

I am, sir, your humble servant, AMOSGARRETT.
To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., of the Council of

Safety of hlaryland, Annapolis.

JAMES CLARKE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, October 31, 1776.

SIR: I took the liberty to write a few days ago to acquaint
the honOl-\rableCouncil of Safety .that I had a vessel of
seven hundred barrels burthen at their service, if they wanted
to purchase. I find that she will carry about eight hun-
dred barrels; is in want of some repairs. Am applied to by
some people in this town for her, with whom I cannot treat
till I know your determination. Please favour me with an
answer per the bearer, Mr. hlelcher Keener, and wiJl much
oblige your most obedient, humble servant,

JAMES CLARKE.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., Annapolis.
P. S. I believe this vessel of mine is a very fast sailer.

Her lowest price, as she lies, is four hundred and fifty pounds.
Should you take her, I would be very thankful to be em-
ployed to command her.

BOARD OF WAR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

War Office, October 31, ]776.

SIR: The bearer, Mons. Ie Chevalier Lantagniac, is a
French gentleman, who says he asks no pay, as his fortune
is sufficient to support him. He requests employment in
the army of the States, and rank suitable to his merits.
\Vhat these are, your Excellency will, on experience, be
capable of forming a judgment. Mons. Lantagniac now
waits on you, having desired a letter of introduction from
the Board of War, who could not provide any station for
him until they have received your Excellency's opinion on
the subject of establishing a corps to be compo~>edof such
foreign gentlemen as are desirous of entering into the service
of the States.

I have the honour to be your very obedient servant,
RICHARD PETERS, Secretary.

To His Excellency General Washington.

JOHN GIBSON, JUN., TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSE~IBr,Y.
Treasury Office, Philadelphia, October 31, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: As Commissioners have been
appointed by Congress to liquidate and adjust the publick
accounts in the Northern department, and are now assembled
at Albany for that purpose, it is necessary they should be
furnished by each State with an account of the seveIal
advances and payments to the officers and others who have
been entrusted with publick money, to enable them to settle
the accounts. \Ve have, therefore, to request you would be
pleased as soon as possible to order an account of such
advances as your State may have made, the settlement of
which may properly fall within the Northern department,
to be drawn out, and forward them to the Commissioners
by express, in order that, the proper stoppages being made,
your State may be reimbursed by Congress.

The names of tbe Commissioners are James hlilligan,
John Carter, and John Wells, Esqrs.

I have the honour to be, in the name of the Superintend-
ents of the Treasury, honourable gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servant,

JOHN GIBSON, Jun., Auditor-General.

To the honourable the Assembly of the State of New-
Hampshire.

PETER ADAMS TO THE MARYLAND DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, October 31, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed send you a line from Colonel Smallwood,
requesting the favour of you, or any other of the Deputies
f!'Om 1t'faryland, to furnish me with such sum of money as I
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might require. Should be much obliged to you if you could
send me by the next post fQrty pounds. I want to buy
some necessaries to take to cam p with me.

I am, sit" your humble servant, PETER ADAMS.
N. B. Please direct the post to call on me at Mrs.

Ford's, at the corner of Walnut and Second street.

Philadelphia, October 31, 1776.

Last Tuesday was sent in here by the privateer Hancock,
of this port, the brig Polly, Captain Denny, from Barba-
does for Liverpool, with sixty hogsheads of sugar and forty
bales of cotton on board. This is the ninth prize taken by
the Hancock since she sailed from this port.

In Council of Safety, Philadelphia, October 31,1776.

Complaint having been made to this Council by Chris-
topher Elliot, that John Baldwzn, of this city, cordwainer,
bad refused to receive in payment the Continental bills of
credit issued by order of Congress; thereupon the said John
Baldwin was ordered to appear before this Board, and
being informed of said complaint, did acknQwledge that he
had refused to receive the said bills of credit in payment.
The Council urged the pernicious and destructive tendency
of such conduct, and requested him to reconsider it, allow-
ing him several days to form his judgment and fix his final
resolution. This day, agreeable to notice given him, he
ag'lin appeared before the Council, and declared that he
was determined not to receive the said bills in payment,
whereupon .

Resolved, That the said John Baldwin is an "enemy to
his country, and precluded /i'om all trade and intercourse
with the inhabitants of these States."

Resolved, That the said John Baldwin be committed to
gaol, there to remain without bailor mainprise until he shall
be released by order of this Council, or some other power
lawfu1ly authorized so to do.

Ordered, That the proceedings in John Baldwin's case
be made publick.

Extract from the Minutes:
JACOBS. HOWELL,Secretary.

BERKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the General Committee of Berks County,
at the Court-House in Reading, October 31, 1776, Mark
Bird, Esq., in the chair:

The Resolutions passed at a meeting of the inhabitants
of the city of Philadelphia, on the 21st and 22d instant,
respecting the conduct of the late Convention of this State,
were read and considered, when the question being put,

" Whether this Committee do approve of the resolutions of
the said meeting, and whether they will concur with their
brethren of the city of Phz7adelphia in the choice of an
Assembly in the mode, and for the purposes pointed out by
the said resolutions, without taking the oath prescribed by
the Convention to the electors of this State ?" the same was
passed in the affirmative by a very great majority.

Resolved unanimously, That the Inspectors be authorized
to administer tQ such persons as the Judges of election shall
have just cause to suspect are inimical to the liberties of
this State, the following oath or affirmation, viz: "I, A. B.,
do swear [or affirm] that I will bear true alIe<Tianceto the
State of Penn.~ylvania, and support the indepe~dence of the
same, and that I do not think myself bound to pay any
allegiance to the King of Great Britain, or any actin<T
under him;" without which their votes oU<Thtnot to b~
received. "

WILLIAM ATLEE, CHAIRMAN, TO RICHARD PETERS.

Lancaster, October 31, 1776.

SIR: At the particular request of Lieutenant Anstruther,
I forward you the enclosed. He begs to refer you to Dr.
Rush, who has a state of his case from Dr. Armstrong, of
Carlisle, and requests a line from you to know whether he
may be permitted to ride to Philadelphia to consu1t the
physicians there for the recovery of his health. .

I Q.m,sir, your most obedient servant,
\VILLIAM ATLEE.

To Richard Peters, Esq.

LIEUTENANT ANSTRUTHER (PRISONER) TO RICHARD PETERS.

Carlisle, October 29, 1776.

SIR: This I hope you wilJ receive regularly, being but in
some measure recovered of a very severe fit of sjckness,
which bas so much weakened and reduced rpe, that it is
recommended to me by Dr. Armstrong, who attends me at
Carlisle, to go to Philadelphia, and there take tbe first.
advice, in order to have my health wishfully reinstated.
Permit me, then, sir, to request your obtaining :Mr. Churcl,
a leave, as I am confident it will be the most eligible method
of accomplishing my wish for recovery.

I have the pleasure to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
. P. ANSTIWTHER, Lieutenant Royal Fusileers.

To Richard Peters, Esq., Philadelphia.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

White-Plains, October 31, 1776.

SIR: Since I had the honour of addressing you on the
29th instant, no event of importance has occurred. The
enemy are throwing up some lines and redoubts in our
front, with a view of cannonading as soon as they are ready,
and at the same time are extending their wings further by .

our right ana left. It is supposed that one of their objects
is to advance a part of their troops, and seize on the bridge
over Crotonriver, that the communication may be cut off
with the upper country. To prevent this, a part of our
force is detached with orders to proceed with the utmost
expedition, and to secure the passif possible. Weare trying
to remove, to guard against their designs, but are greatly
impeded by reason of the scarcity of wagons in proportion
to our baggage and stores. Every exertion has been em-
ployed to obtain a sufficiency, but they cannot be had in
this part of the country. The Quartermaster has sent to
Connecticut to get a supply if possible. Our army is
decreasing fast: several gentlemen who haye come to
camp within a few days have observed large numbers of
:Militia returning home on the different roads; nor are any
measures taken as yet to raise the new army, no committees
having come from the States to appointor signifythe nomi-
nations of their officers. If this was done, perhaps many
who are now here might be induced to engage, but at pre-
sent there are none authorizedto recruit.

His Excellency would have wrote himself by the person
who carries this, to the care of General Greene, but his
attention is tbtally engaged in ordering the affairs of t.he
army and the best mode for its removal.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient servant, R ' - H HOB T . ARRISON.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Q:uarters, White-Plains, October 30,1776.
(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)

The frequent, indeed constant complaints of the men for
want of provisions upon any move which is necessaryfor
tbem to make, inducesthe General once more to desire the
commanding officersof regimentsand corps to see that they
are Iwver without three days' provisions ready dressed by
them.

All detachments and parties are to parade wherever
ordered with their packs and provisions, that they may be
ready for any service they are ordered upon.

It is strictlyenjoinedupon all officersto disengage them;
selves of heavy and cumbrous baggage, as the difficulty of
procuring teams for transportation for necessary baggage and
stores, which necessarily occasions all heavy boxes, chests,
&c., to be thrown away.

'
The General insists upon having the rolls regularly called,

that the officers may account for, and know where the men

are, who are always to be ready to turn out upon any alarm,
when waiters are always to appear undel" arms. Upon any
alarm the drums are to beat through tbe whole lines" To
Arms" as quick as possible, and continue beating till the
whole line is formed.

.

The Out-guard to examine all persons riding into camp
without arms, and turn any back who are not known, or
cannot give sufficient reasons for their coming into ca.mp.

The Brigade-Majors immediately to settle a General
COlll't-Martial; no member under the rank of Captain; a
Brigadier to preside.
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Head-Q,uarters, White-PI!lips, October 31, 1776.

(Parole, .) (Countersign, .)

The General positively forbids any person going down
to the lines, and firing upon the enemy without an order
fi'om a General officer. Proper scouting parties are to be
kept out by each Major-General, for intelligence.

The General, in a ride he took yesterday, to reconnoitre
the grounds about this, was surprised and shocked to find
both officers and soldiers straggling all over the cQuntry,
tHlder one idle pretence or other, when they cann.ot tell the
hour or minute the camp may be attacked, and their
services indispensably necessary.

He once more positively orders that neither officer or
soldier sball stir out of camp without leave: the first from
t.he Brigadier under whom he serves, and the latter from
the commanding officer of the corps they belong to.

The Provost Marshal is to take up all stragglers; and it
is enjoined upon aU officers to seize every man who fires
his gun witnout leave, and to have him tied up immediately
!lnd receive twenty lashes.

The General desires that the commanding officers Qf
corps will always report their kiUed and wounded to the
Brigadier they belong to, who is to give an account thereof
to the Commander-in-Chief.

The Court-Martial whereof General Beall was President
haviog fQundCaptain Weisner guilty Qfmisbehaviour before
the enemy in the "!lttack on M,ontresor's Island," and ordered
him to be cashiered witb infatoy; the General approves the
sentence, and orders him to be dismissed the army.

Ensign Joseph Chapman, having resigned his commission,
is appointed Paymaster to Colonel Varnum's regiment.

It is with astonishment the General hears that some
officers bave taken horses between the el).emy's camp and
ours, and s.ent them into the country for their pr'ivate use.
Can. it be possible that pers.ons bearing commissiQns and
fi(Thtingin such a cause, can degrade thems.elves into pllln-
d%rersof horses? He hopes every officer will set his face
a(Tainstit in f\lt\lre; altd does iusist that the CoJon.els and
c~mm\l,l.I.dingofficers of regiments immediately inquire into
the matter, and report to bim who have been guilty of
thesc:Jpractices; and that they take an account of the hqrses
in their respective encampments, and send to the Quarter-
master-General all that are not in some publick service.

Wounded men to be sent to Doctor Morgan, at the
houses about a mile fi'OI;llthe lines on the road to Nurth-
Castle. -

Peter Bnise, of Colonel Haslett's regiment, convictea by
a General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Hitchcock was
President, of desertion from this camp, and foltnd near the
enemy's sentinels, IS sentenced to suffer death. The Gen-
eral approves the sentence, and orders it to be executed to-
morrow at eleven o'clock, on the crutch of the road which
leads to Young's and North-Castle.

Commanding officers of regiments are immediately to
have the arms and ammunition of their regiments inspected,
the guns that were loaded before the raio to be discharged
in volleys; and they are acquainted that three wagons loaded
with ammunitiol1 nOWwait about a mile on the nearest
ro~d t~North- Castle, in order to serve such as are deficient.

TENCH TILGHMAN TO WILUAIII DUER.

White-Plain~, October 31, 1776.

DEARSIR: I was from home yesterday when yours of
the 29th came to hand. Tbe German troops are kept so
very ignorant of what would be their happy situation in this
country that I do not expect much froOt desertion. Mine
of the 29th would inform you that we keep a garrison in
Fort Washington,and that we soon taught tbe ships that
came up that they would not lay at anchor before onr
batteries. If the garrison is too strongly pushed, they can
always effect a retnmt to Jersey, under the guns of Fort
Lee. The men that were left at Fort Independence bave
withdrawn themselves into ltlollnt Washington. The ene-
my, from their late movements, seem inclined to cross over
to tbe North River by our rear, and march up the Albany
road to Croton's river. To hinder them from effecting this,
if such should be their intention, General Beall, with three
good regiments of ltlaryland troops, has marched to take
possessionof CrolerBridge, and Lord Stirling, who is keep-
ing pace with the enemy's left ~ank, has orders to push up

also to Crolon'lI river, should he plainly perceive that tha
enemy's route lays that way. I think if we get pos.sessiOQ
of Croton river and the passes in tbe Higb]ands, our army
will be safe fl'OIDfurthel' pursuit, wj\J have time to recruit
themselves after their amazing fatigue, and will be fresh and
able to harass the enemy if they should think fit to winter
up the country. The campaign hitherto has beel) a fair
trial of Generalship, in which I flatter myself, we have had
the advantage, If we, with our motley army, can keep
Mr. Howe and his grand appointment at bay, I think we
shall make no contemptible military figure. It is impossi~
ble to form any judgment of the numbers of the enemy from
deserters: they all magnify amazingly.

General MiJIlin desires me to say to you that he has sent
up a number of carpenters to Pet;kskill; but the conductors,
not finding you there, have been at some loss, but he has
ordered them to proceed to you at Fishkills, and begs you
and your body will give' them all possible assistance.
Another band of one hundred carpenters will soon go up.
Weare impatient for, and yet dread to hear from Ticonde-
roga. As I said before, in a former letter, I am afraid of
news from that quarter. My Lord Stirling being absent
from tbis division of the army, I have not an opportunity
of making your compliments to him, but will do it when I
see him.

I am, with regard, your most obedient servant,
TENCH TILGHMAN.

GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO JOHN III'KESSON.

Camp near White-Plains, October 31, 1776.

DEAR SIR: We are exactly in the same situation in
which we were when I wrote you yesterday. The enemy
seem still to be endeavouring to outflank us, especially our
right win(T. Our advanced guards, I hear, are a little south
of Young's tavern, on the road leading to White-Plains.
Where tbe main body is I can't say, as I am so closely
confined to my post on the left of the whole as not to have
been a quarter mile west from this for four days past.
Near three thousand of the enemy yesterday and tbe evening
before filed off to the left, and were seen advancing towards
King's street and the Purchase road, from .which.it appears
they intend to flank our left as well as right wmg. We
had reason to apprehend an attack last night or by day-
break this morning, (as was said, what they were I know
not.) Our lines wer~ rn~nne? a1l night i~ consequence of
this; and a most homd I1IghtIt was to lay 10cold trenches.
Uncovered as we are, daily on fatigue, making redoubts,
fleches, abattis, and lines, and retreating from them and th~
little tel.llporary huts made for OUrcornfort before they are
well fi.nished,I fear will ultimately destroy oUr army with-
out fighting. This I am sure of, that I am likely to lose
mOre in my brigade by sickness occasioned by extra fatigue
and want of covering than in the course of 1\0active eam-
pai(Tn is ordinarily lost in tbe most severe actions. How-
eve~, I would not be understood to condemn measures.
They may be right for aught I know. I do not understand
much of tbe refin.edart.QCwar: it is said to consist of
strategem and deception. This, nevertheless, is too obvious:
the euemy are daily increasing their army by new recruits in
those parts of the country which they have already acquired,
whilst ours are daily decreasing by sickness, deaths, and
desertions; add to this, one month more disbands a very"
considerable part of our army. How a new one will be
recruited, God only knows. This I koow, many are dis-
gusted with the service. Those will not reenter; and what
is worse, will prevent others, by representing, on their
return home, the hardships they have endured. So much
for military politicks. I write this in confidence. If what
I have said be true, and the evils which I fear prevented
in any degree by the honourable body in which you sit, it
is devoutly to be wished.

When I wrote you a few days ago, I mentioned the situ-
ation in which Fort Washington was, and that three of the
enemy's shipping had come up, with design to obstruct
BeanrdeU's Ferry, and, after a heavy cannonade, were
drove back. This was the truth, but not the whole truth.
I happened to be Olltof the way of news that day, Those
ships came up, it seems, to enfilade our lines below that
fort, whilst Lord Percy attacked them, which he did three
different times, but was as often repulsed by the garrison of
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Fort Washington, who manned and defended them like
heroes. The particulars I have not yet been happy enough
to hear more fully.

Last night Captain Townsend, with a detachment of my
brigade, consisting of about thirty, brought in prisoner a
certain Mr. Wetworth, late of Boston, and now a Commis-
sary in the regular service, which they took prisoner near
Rye.

I have only time to add that I am with usual hea1th,
though in no better lodging than a soldier's tent, with our
old friend General Scott.

Your most affectionate, humble servant,
GEO. CLINTON.

To John McKesson, Esq.

Since writing the above, I am favoured with yours of the
29th. I find you have not received my two last as yet,
the first of which I must beg you will answer, and attend
to the prisoner brought in by my boys since writing the
above.

A.UGUSTIN LAWRENCE AND SAMUEL TUDER TO THE NEW-

YORK CONVENTION.

Poughkeepsie, October 31, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Enclosed we send you an extract from a
letter we have just received from the Marine Committee at
Philadelphia. You will see by it we are referred to your
honourable House for directions and adrice respecting the
launching and securing of the frigates and their stores,
which we desire to have as soon as possible, as, unless you
direct to the contrary, we shall launch the ship Montgomery
on 'Monday and the other as soon as possible afterwards.
The custom of giving the carpenters a treat at launching
we suppose you would not mean to break through. The
master carpenters judge one hundred dollars for each ship
on that occasion will be reasonable to allow, as we are
directed to advise with you by your opinion in that matter.

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble ser.
vants L' AUGUSTIN AWRENCE,

SAMUEL TUDER.

To the Hon. Pierre Van Cortlandt,Esq., Presidentof the
Convention at Fishkill.

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO AUGUSTIN LAWRENCE AND SAMUEL

TUDER.

Fishkill, November], 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Yours of yesterday, with copy of that to
you from the Marine Committee at Philadelphia enclosed,
came to hand. We advise you to proceed, by all means,
to launch the frigates as soon as YOllcan, and then to pro-
ceed with the vessels to the place most safe in Roundout
Kill, near E~QPuSLanding. Weare sensible of the custom
to give a treat to the workmen after launching; nor do we
know that the sum of one hundred dollars for each is too
much. We would recommend to you to have it properly
considered, that you may not be blamed. of extravagance
and we of giving a sanction thereto. Weare obliged to
you for your invitation to see the launching; but whether
any of the members will be able to attend, we know not.
There are so few members present that few, if any, can be
spared.
To Messrs.Augustin Lawrenceand Samuel Thder, Pough-

keepsie.

committee appointed by the Convention of the State of
New- York" for inquiring into, detecting, and defeating all
conspiracies which may be formed in the. said State against
the liberties of America." Numbers of disaffected persons
have been taken up and sent to the States of Pennsylvania,
Connecticut, and Massachusetts-Bay; but as their numbers
are still great, and the committee, at a loss where to send
them to prevent their mischievous designs fi.om hurting the
common cause, applied to me to know whether I thought
they might venture to send any to the State of New-Hamp-
shire, I informedthem that our State was well disposedto
the cause of America, and it was my opinionwould readily
give their assistance in that affair; and if they did send
any, to order them to the honourable Court, to be disposed
of by them in such manner as they should judge best;
which opinion of your goodness and judgment in this mat-
ter I hope wiII be kindly accepted from, gentlemen, your
most humble servant, J WOSEPH ELCH.

To the honourable the Council and Representatives of the
State of New-Hampshire.
N. B. The companies under my command are very

healthy.

JOHN JAY TO THE GENERAL COURT OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

Fishkill, October 31, 1776.

GENTLE~fEN: The Committee appointed by the Conven-
tion of this State for the purpose of inquiring into, detecting,
and defeating all conspiracies which may be formed therein
against the liberties of America, find it indispensably neces-
sary to remove a number of dangerous and disaffected
persons, some of whom have been taken in arms against
America, to one of the neighbouring States.

On conferring with Lieutenant-Colonel Welch relative to
sending them to New-Hampshire, he was of opinion that
the zeal which your honourable body have uniformly mani-
fested for the American cause, would induce you cheerfully
to receive and dispose of them, in such manner as to prevent
the further execution of their wicked and malicious designs.

The Committee desire that all such of tbe prisoners as
are not directed to be confined, and not in circumstances to
maintain themselves, be put to labour and compelled to earn
their subsistence. And they have directed the bearer,
Egbert Benson, Esquire, chairman of the Committee of
this County, to pay you two hundred dollars on account of
the expenses you may be put to by complying with their
request.

The Committee beg leave to recommend this gentleman
to your notice and confidence. He wiIIcommunicate to you
the instructions given him by the Committee, and readily
give you any information that may be necessary to enable
you to form a judgment of the characters of the several
prisoners and the degrees of restrictions proper to enjoin.

By order of the Committee, I am, gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servant,

JOHN JAY, Chairman.

To the honourable the General Court of the State of New-
Hampshire.

.
GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL GATES.

Saratoga, October 31, 1776.

DEARSIR: Enclose you a paper containing a resolve
of Congress respecting the Canadian prisoners,in conse-
quence of which you wiIl, if you think proper, detain or
send back Lieutenant Evans.

I am, dear sir, your obedient, humble servant,
PH; SCHUYLER.

COLONEL WELCH TO THE NEW-HAMPSIIIRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Fishkill, State of New-York, October31,1776. To Hon. Major-General Gates.
GENTLEMEN: Colonel Tash, agreeable to your directions,

marched on for Head-Quarters, till he received the Gen-
eral's orders to pass on with his regiment to the Highlands, GENERALGATESTO GENERALSCI;IUYLER.
and post his men from Peakskill to Fishkill, about twenty Tyonderoga, October3], 1776.
miles alon~ the post road and from fifty to seventy miles SIR: Monday morning, between eight and nine o'clock
north of New- York, to assist the State of New- York against our advanced guard boat down tbe lake made a siuoal fa:
their Tories, and be ready, in case the British ships should the approach of the enemy's fleet. In about one h~ur, five
come so far up the river, to prevent their landing men and of their largest boats, or gondolas, appeared in sight; and a
doing damage. number of troops, Indians and Canadians were seen landing

I am stationed at the Fishkill, with Captain Calif's and upon Three-Mile Point. Soon after, two of tbe armed
Ca Plain Robinson's companies, under the directipn of a boats stood over to the east side of the lake, inclining

FIFTH SERIES.- V C'L. II. 83
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upwards, as if sent to reconnoitre. When they came con-
siderably within shot, they were firedupon [rom the redoubts
very near the shore, and by a row-galley which is stationed
to cover the boom. They thereupon retired. In the mean
time, the enemy's troops were distinctly seen to land upon
the back of the point; and presently after, thirteen small
batteaus and birch canoes crossed from the west to the east
side of t.he lake into a bay about four miles below our
redoubts. Upon these threatenings o[ an attack, our lines,
redoubts and posts were all manned, and as the motions o[
the enemy seemed to indicate they were gathering their
main force upon the west side of the lake, as if intending
to make their push there, I ordered three regiments (Poor's,
Reed's, and Greaton's) from Jt;[ount Independence to rein-
force this side. The orders were instantly obeyed; and
nothing could exceed the spirit and alertness which was
shown by all officers and soldiers in executing every order
that was given. About foul' in the evening, the boats and
canoes that had passed to the west side o[ the lake returned;
and the enemy were seen plainly to embark at the Three-
Mile Point. I immediately ordered the guard boat to
resume her station, and by sunset it was observed tbe body
of the enemy had retired. By the information I receive
daily, I find that General Carleton continues in his post, and
that three large vessels are anchored near Putnam's Point,
a little below which all the Light-Infantry, Grenadiers and
a large body of Indians and Canadians are encamped.
Chimney-Point and Crown-Point are also occupied by the
enemy.

Yesterday I received the enclosed intelligence from
Newbury, Co'os. If Sir John Johnson did actually march
at the time he is said to have done it, he must be upon
the ~[ohock river'now, or if he arrives at Fort George,
Dayton's regiment cannot be better fixed than there. Surely
your Oneidas will give you all the necessary in[ormation
upon this head. But how could Sir John get back, should
he meet with a check? I have seen" the Mohock river
fast frozen the 10th of November. .

Colonel Lewis set off yesterday morning by SkeeT!. He
has memorandums o[ our wants, and will be with you as
soon as this letter. Colonel Gansevoort writes to me for
spades. You must answer his demand, for I cannot.

We received the good news you sent us [rom New- York
with joyful hearts. It was immediately made publick to
the army in the manner you advised.
To General Schuyler.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, October 31,1776.

SIR: Am to acquaint you that this State, considering
the near approach of the enemy, and the critical situation
of the Continental army, and the danger o[ having the com-
munication cut off, have thought proper to send a reinforce-
ment from our :Militia, including all the able-bodied effective
men that can be raised out of four of our Militia regiments,
which probably will amount to about four hundred, exclusive
o[ a part of the Ninth Regiment of this State, QI'dered to
be stationed at Norwalk, Stamford, and Greenwich, together
with about one hundred and fifty of our Troops-of-Horse,
to be under the command of Major-General Wooster,
especially appointed for that purpose, who is ordered and
directed to repair with said forces, to cooperate with you,
and to obey such orders as you shall give therein.

Am likewise desired by the Assembly of this State, to
request your Excellency to discharge, as soon as may be,
all the sick in the Militia now in service who shall be
judged incapable of further service, and that some way
might be devised to provide blankets and clotbing for those
of the Militia who ha \'e been so unfortunate as to lose them
in retreating from the enemy; or that some suitable persons
might be permitted, On furlough, to repair to the various
parts of this State as may be convenient to procure those
articles of the friends of those soldiers who are thus deprived
of them; and would also observe that we are in hopes, upon
the arri val o[ our troop of Horse, that those now in service
may be relieved, and they supply their place.

We have been amused [01' several days with various
accounts of your situation and the movements of our
enemies, but bave had no direct intelligence, which makes
us very anxious to bear from you.

And am, with esteem and regard, sir, your humble
servant J T' ONTH. . RUMBUJJL.

To His Excellency General Washington.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL 1'0 GENERAIJ GATES..

New-Haven, October 31,1776.

SIR: Saturday last, at noon, I received your favour of
the 22dinstant. Rejoice to find tbat a supply of medicine
is arrived. Wish your Surgeons may do well. Orders
will be sent out directly to procure and forward to Skeens-
boro' ten tons of flour, to Tyconderoga two hundred iron
spades and shovels. Shingle-nails are not to be pur-
chased. Workmen shall be employed immediately to make
them; please to inform, by return of this post, the quantity
necessary.

No general engagement hath taken place between the
two armies near New- York; some skirmishing, wherein tbe
enemy have not been gainers.

I fancy the General Officers will, if possible without
giving the enemy advantage, avoid a general action this
season, which will be almost equal to a defeat. However,
I am not in the secret of their counsels. None of their
ships were able to pass Fort Washington at their attempt
on Sunday last. One tender was sunk, two ships of war
damaged and towed back.

The attack the enemy made at the same time by land
was repulsed. We are put to difficulty to gain any clear
intelligence, not having any late letters from the army. I
hope for full intelligence from you; and wishing you Divine
protection and blessing, I am, with great esteem and regard,
sir, your most obedient, humble sermnt,

J ONTH. TRUMBULL.

To Hon. General Gates.

Boston, October 31, 1776.

Donations received October, 1716, by the hands of the
Hon. Samuel Adams, Esq., viz:
From Bucks County, Pennsylvania, - £162 5 11
From the County of Cumberland, Pennsyl-

vanzfX,
From tbe County of Hunterdon, in New-

Jersey, 10 11 4
---

Philadelphia currency, - - - - £341 8 5
---

Is lawful money, - - - £273 2 9

We hear from the eastward that on Friday, the 20th of
Septemberlast, a number of persons belonging to the pri-
vate armed schooner Hannah-and-Molly, Ag~een Crab-
tree master, went into the port of Liverpool, in Nova-Scotia
Government,and crossedby land till they came within call
of a large ship of five hundred tons, mounting four carriage-
guns, four cohorns, and four swivels. The leader of the
party hailed the ship, and desired them to send the boat on
shore. Accordingly, the mate came with the boat. The
privateer's men got into her, went on board the ship, and
took her. They brought the guns to bear upon a brig
loaded for England, and ordered the master of the brig tCJ
come alongside the ship with the_brig. They then stripped
the ship of every thing valuable, and put the effects on
board the brig, and let the ship go on shore, and came off
with the brig. The same crew also, at the same time, took
two schooners and a sloop. The schooners and sloop have
arrived; but the brig had not arrived in port the 6th of
October, so that we [ear she is retaken. The Captain of
the privateer was so careful aOsto put all the guns and can-
non, with a quantity of powder, on board his own privateer,
so that they have arrived safe. The schooners and sloop
had nails, fish, and a number of valuable articles on board.

Last Sunday se'nnight, arrived at Sacf) a small prize
schooner sent in by the Putnam privateer, John lIarman
commander, having on board three hundred bushels of salt
and some oil. Next day arrived another schooner, taken
by the same privateer, having on board three hundred and
seventy-five quintals o[ green fish, and SOl1)eoil; she brings
an account of another small vessel taken that is not yet
arrived, and one that they took which was afterwards drove
on .shore by a frigate, the vessel lost, but the people got on
board the privateer again; the frigate dl'?ve the privateer

168 11 2



1317 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., OCTOBER, 1776. 1318

into a harbour, and came to anchor with intention to keep
bel' in; but Captain Harman gOt one of his guns ashore on
a point of land, and fired on the frigate, when she returned
whole broadsides into the woods at them, but did no damage.
Captain Harman, after a few shot, was so lucky as to cut
away her fore-stay, which obliged her to come to sail and
put to sea.

Captain Simmons, who arrived at Dartmouth on Friday
last, in twenty days from St. Eustatia, informs that the
Governour of that place assured him that a war would
soon be declared by the King of France against Great
Britain; that one of the British pirate ships, being in that
port in pursuit of American property, had actually been
fired upon by their forts; and that great encouragement
was given to all American vessels throughout the French
dominions.

Last week arrived in town, /i'om Philadelphia, the Hon.
John Adams, Esq., member of the Grand Council of
America.

We learn from Ticonderoga that eight American pri-
soners, taken in one of our gondolas at the late engagement
on the lakes, were last week permitted by the humane
General Burgoyne to return to their several States, after
extorting an oath from them that they would not again
presume to take up arms in opposition to his Britannick
Majesty's forces.

SAMUEL CURWEN TO JUDGE SEWALL.

Exeter, OctoQer 31, 1776.

DEAR SIR: By a letter from Mr. Danforth, I was in-
formed some of my countrymen were about to apply to
Administration for relief. As my residence has been much
longer than the most, and the suddenness of my departure
from home rendering it morally impossible for me to become
possessed of much money, and my pretensions, for aught I
know, being as good as any and better than many, I pre-
sume I shall not be the only exile left in a forlorn condition
if any provision be made j and if never made, forlorn I shall
truly be, my finances every day very sensibly lessening.
Had I received Mr. Deberdt's letter in time, I should have

. returned to London, but it was otherwise; and if my
presence now can be dispensed with, it will be more agree-
able, as I live pleasantly enough among a few acquaintances,
at the rate of twenty guineas a year, in a state of rigid
economy that I never before was reduced to the necessity
of putting in practice.

In my answer to Mr. Deberdt I referred him to you,
whose friendship on this occasion I donbted not; nor need
I now repeat my request of your assistance if that shall be
necessary.

With great regard, etc., S. CURWEN.
To the Hon. Judge Sewall, Brompton-Row, London.

TO THE JNDEPENDENT SONS OF AMERICA.

By the favour of Providence, we have reached that
political point which the wise have long seen to be the
only foundation of safety-independence. Our work is
now plain before us: to persevere to the end in supporting
the declaration we have made to the world. To do this,
every consideration urges us; to retreat is death, is slavery,
calamities of every name, and all the gloomy horrours of
the most odious and execrable tyranny; before us is all the
glory of freedom, pregnant with every felicity our wishes
can grasp or hnman nature enjoy. If we continue our
exertions with that wisdom and magnanimity with which
we began, liberty will soon triumph, wealth flow in throngh
ten thousand channels, and America become the glory of
all lands. Tyranny is now exerting her utmost power; and
if resisted a little longer, George and all his murderers must
bid adieu to America forever. Then we shall have the
double honour and happiness of subduing the tyrants and
enjoying liberty. The expense and dangers it has cost us
will sweeten the blessing. If we have not suffered enough
to make us duly prize the inestimable jewel, let us patiently
bear what is yet to come. But if we continue in the ways
of well-doing, we shall certainly succeed; for unerring Wis-
dom has told us "if we trust in the Lord and do good, we
shall dwell in the land and be fed;" therefore, we have
nothing to do but be faithful to God and our country, \lnd
the blessings we contend for will be the portion of us and

our children. The prize of liberty is not to be gained in a
day, nor bought with a small price, but ii the reward of
long labour and unremitted exertions; and a people are
commonly made to realize their dependence on Heaven for
so great a favour before they are crowned with complete
success. The poor Dutch Provinces were oppressed by a
Spanish tyrant, much like George of Britain, and they,
although poor and small in number compared with the
States of America, resisted the tyrant, who had at his com-
mand a great and rich nation, and, after a bloody contest of
many years, gloriously triumphed in the complete freedom
of their country. During the conflict, they were at some
times reduced to such extreme difficulties as wouJd have
sunk any but free minds into absolute despair; but they
were blessed with a succession of heroes and statesmen
who wisely preferred liberty to every thing else, and perse-
vered, through a long series of the severest calamities of
every kind, with undiminished fervour in the glorious cause,
until they arrived at the blissful period of independent
States; and remain to this day a glorious monument of the
supereminent virtue and \'alour of freemen. Let us imitate
this bright example, and with them we shall shine in the
history of mankind until the heavens are no more. The
blood and treasure it may cost will heighten the value of
liberty, and brighten the future days of peace and glory,
when we or posterity shall recount the noble exertions and
amazing intrepidity of those who were honoured by Heaven
as the instruments of saving this great people from infernal
tyranny. It will add to the joys of prosperity and sweeten
the sacred triumph of freemen, when encircled with the
charms of peace, to look back upon the trying scenes of
the present time, and review the difficulties surmounted
through a series of conflicts, while each moment was bi<r
with importance, and the fate of thousands hung upon every
hour. A SOJ.DIER.

Boston, October :;1, 1776.

THE QUAR'fERMASTER~GENERAI,,'S ESTJMATE;OF THE PROBA-

BLE EXPENSE OF HIS DEPARTMENT FOR ONE MONTH.

The Quartermaster)s Salary, at 80 dolfars a month,. I
IS, - - - -

Two Assistant Quartermasters at Roxbury and 1Vin-
ter-Hill,20 dollarseach, - - - -- - -

Clerks' Assistants, &c., at the Office, Camp Equi-
page, Store, Stables, Granary in Cambridge, and
expense of Riders, -

Two Clerks for the Assistant Quartermaster at Rox-
buryandWinter-Hm,- - - - -

One hundred Carpenters, at 208. a month advance
pay, 100

One hundred Armourers, ditto, 100
Wood and Coal, - - - - - 2,000
Ha.y for 100 Horses, fifty tons per month at £5, - 250
Oats and Straw, - - - - - - - - - 200
Two Wagon masters, at 20 dollars a month each, - 12
Hire of Teams, - - - - - 350
Camp Utensi]s,worn and lost, say, - - - 150
Intrenchingand Carpenter's Tools, - - - 100
Three Captains of Floating Batteries, at 20 dollars

each, -
Repairing Boats,
One Assistantin the Lumber-yard,- - - -
Incidental charges, such as marching expenses for

Regiments, Recruits, subsistence of Deserters,
Indians, &c., - - - - - 474

Repairs of Tents, with waste of Boards, Nails, &c. 100

Lawful, £4,000

In this estimate notice is not taken of the Barracks; one
hundred and twenty Barracks, each ninety feet by sixteen,
are now building. They will contain twelve thousand men,
and will cost £ 12,000 lawful.

£24

12

48

8

18
50

4

A LIST OF BRI'.('ISH SHIPS ON THE AMERICAN STATION.
Guns. Guns.

Eagle, AdmiralHowe, - 64 Bristol, Commodore Sir
Asia, Captain Vandeput, 64 Peter Parkel', - - 50
Jersey, hospital ship, - 60 Presion, Com. Hotham, 50
_Chatham,AdmiralShuld- Renown, Captain Banks, 50

ham, - 50 Isis, Captain Douglass, - 50

*
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. . . . .. . . .. . . . 111 1 - - - - - - 3 - 18 1 4 - 23 57 -
Captain Newell. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . -11 1 l' - - - - - 4 1 50 4 9 6 - 69 11-
CaptainMoss............... .,....................... 1 - 1 - - - - - - 4 1 22 13 111 - 47 33 - - - -
CaptainMoore...............:........ .. ............. 1 1 1 - - - - 1 1 26 7 9 8 - 50 30 - -
Captain Gilbert.. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . -I- I 2 2 6 1 9 9 - 25 1 55 -

III 411 - 21T"9 ~Im --
Total. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . 6 4 6 1 1 211 46 59,60 1 1 264\-
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Gun..
Experiment, Scott, - - 50 Active, Williams,
Centurion, Braithwaite, - 50 Boreas, Thompson, -
Phrenix, Parker, - 44 Carysfort, Fanshaw,
Roebuck, Hammond, 44 Cerberus, Symonds, -
Rainbow, Sir G. Collier, 44 Daphne, Henry, -
Amazon, Jacobs, 32 Fox, Fotheringham, -
Brune, 32 Lizard, Inglis,
Diamond, Fielding, 32 Liverpool, Bellew, -
Emerald, Caldwell, 32 Milford, Burr,
Flora, Brisbane, - 32 Solebay,
J uno, Dalrymple, 32 Surprise, -
Lark, Smith, - 32 Syren, Furneaux,
Niger, Talbot, 32 Tatar, Ommanie,
Orpheus, Hudson, - 32 Triton, Lutwidge,
Pearl, O'Hara, - 32 Unicorn, Ford,
Repulse, Davis, - - 32 Deal Castle, Worth,
Thetis, - 32 Fowey, C. Montague,
Actreon, Atkins, (burnt,) 28 Greyhound, Dickson,

Guns.
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 28
- 24
- 24
- 24

Gun.. Gun..
Garland, Pearson, - 24 Scorpion, Tolemache, - 16
Lively, Bishop, - - 24 Tamer, Thornborough, - 16
Mercury, Montague, - 24 Albany, Mowatt, - 14
Sphinx, Hunt, - 24 Hope, Dawson, - - 14
Glascow, Howe, - - 20 Marlin, Parker, - - 14
Rose, WalJace, - - 20 Swan, Ayscough, - 14
Scarborough, Barclay, - 20 Senegal, Duddington, - 14
Seaford, Colpoy, - 20 Hawke, Cooper, - - 10
Falcon, Lindzey, - 18 Otter, Squire, - 10
Merlin, Bernaby, - 18 Viper, Price, - - 10
Nautilus, Collins, - 18 Carcass, Dring, - 8
Kingfisher, Graham, - 16 Cruiser, Parry, 8
Raven, Stanhope, - 16 Savage, Bromedge, - 8

Carcas, Thunder, bomb-vessels.
Strombolo, fire-ship.
Canceaux, Cherokee, Diligence, and a number of other

armed vessels.

Return of the Set,enth Regiment of Foot in the service of the UNITED COLONIES,commanded by Colonel WILLIAM
PRESCOTT,October 31, 1776.

N. B. The Major, 2 Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, the Sur-
geon and Mate, 5 Sergeants, 4 Drums and Fifes, and the ~uartermas-
tel', sick, absent; 2 Lieutenants, 2 Sergeants, 1 Drummer, siCk, present;
1 Lieutenant, 3 Sergeants, on command; 30 Rank and File, on com-

mand, in the Artillery; 14 Rank and File, on command, in the works;
9 Rank and File, on command, in the row-galleys; 7 Rank and File,
on command, taking care of the sick; 1 Sergeant, 2 Privates, missing
lea:ving York, returned on command.

WM. PRESCOTT, Colonel.

Return of the Reuime.nt of Foot in the serV1:ceof the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,commanded by Colonel THOMAS
°THOMAS, in Brigadier-General GEORGE CLINTON'S Brigade, October 31, 1776.

Commissioned.
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Capta~n William Dutcher. . .. .. ... . ... . ... . .. .. .... ... 1 - - - 1 1

1

1- - 1 1 1 - - 3 - 31 1 3 4 - 39 - - 14 - -
CaptaIn Abraham Ledew .. ... .. ... .. ... . ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 1 6 2 4 4 5 21 - - 25 - - - 2
Captain Natbaniel Delivan - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - - 3 1 23 3 6 5 1 38 12 - - - -
Captain James Cronkhyte - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - - 3 1 19 4 8 7 - 38 6 - - - 1CaptainBenoniPlatt....... ........ .. ...... .... .... ... - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - 2 2 17 21113 - 44 6 - -
Capta!n A?!jah Gilbert ... .. ...." .. .... .. ... ... ... - - - - - 1 - -

\

- - - - - 3 1 17 118 3 1 40 11 - -
CaptaIn Elijah Hunter - - - 1 - - 1-- - - - - - 3 1 18 311 4 - 36 15 - -
Captain Samuel Townsend. . ........ ..... .. ... - - - III - - - - - - - 2 1 19 1 3 9 - 32 15 - - - 2
CaptainDavidDan.... .. ... . . . .... .... . . ... . . . .,. .. .. - - - - 1 - i- - - - - - - 2 1 15 - 21 3 - 39 9 - -

Total .I~I-.-1464~~iIIIII~~1239165117185,5271327
H

1131~1-'-~5

COMPANIES.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hammon and Major Purdy, sick, absent.
Captain Dutcher and his Fifer, absent, to move their families; sick, at

home, Drummer; of the persons on command, 1 with carts, and 3
with Commissary.

Captain Ledew, sick, present; his First Lieutenant, in Art
.

ilJery; Second
Lieutenant, left at Fort Independence, with 1 Sergeant and the 4 men-
tioned on command; Fifer, sick, absent; Sergeant, sick, present;
deserted in whole, 8, including Drummer.

Second Lieutenant to Captain De/ivan, left at Fort Independence, with 4
of the persons mentioned on command; other, in Artillery; deserted
in whole, including Fifer, 4.

First Lieutenant to Captain Cronkhyte, under an arrest for desertion;
Second Lieutenant, sick, absent; of the persons retllrned sick, absent,
4 are in Hospita], and 2 in outhouses; of the persons on command,
1 on General's guard, and 6 left at Fort Independence and up North
River, by order; deserted in whole, 10, including Drummer.

Captain Platt, retired abollt one mile to recruit; Sergeant, sick, absent
by leave; of the persons mentioned sick, absent, 9 in Hospital, and 2
home by leave; of the persons on command, 9 left at Fort Independ-
ence, 3 with Teams, and 1 with Commissary; deserted in all, 4.

Captain Gilbert, sick, absent with leave of the General; First Lieute-
nant, sick, absent; the persons mentioned as sick, absent, are in Hos-
pital, and 1 sick, absent by my leave; of the persons on command, 1
on General's guard, and 2 at Blue-Bell Fort, exclllsive of Fifer, who
is also there; deserted in whole, 2.

Captain Hunter's Lielltenant, sick, absent; Fifer, sick, present; of the
persons on command, 3 in Artillery, and one at the Bridge.

Captain Townsend's First Lieutenant, Adjutant of my Re!?iment; Second
Lieutenant, sick, present; Sergeant and Drummer, sick, absent; of
the persons on command, 1 with Quarte,'master, 2 in Artillery, 2, my
clerk and waiter, and 4 left at Fort Ind~pendence; 3, not returned as
present, fit for dllty, taken at Jl'Iorrisionia and at .Maroneck as deserters,
and 1 taken at .Maroneck.

Captain Dan, sick, in hospital, and his Sergeant; of the persons re-
turned sick, 20 in hospital, 1 absent by my leave; of the persons on
command, 1 to guard teams, 1 Adjutant's waiter and 1 Doctor's
Mate, Drummer, at Fort Independence; deserted in whole, 5; the
cooks and waiters of the above mentioned companies included in the
present, fit for duty.

THOMAS THOMAS, Cohnel.
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CaptainGallop....... ............................ u" - - - 1 1 . 1 - - - 3 1 5 4 28 - - . - - - -
Captain James Morgan...... ......................... 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 4 1 10 1 3 - - 14 - - . - - - -
Captain John Morgan. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 1 1 - 1 - - - - 2 - 5 - - - - 5 - - - - -
Captain Boardman... . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 1 1 1 - - - - - 4 - 9 - - 2 - 11 . - - - -
Captain Wheeler.. . .. . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. ., . 1 1 1 1 - - - - - 5 211 41 - - 16 - - - - -
CaptainStoddart..................................... 1 1 - 1 - - - 2 - 3 2 1 - - 6 - - - - -
Captain Stanton... . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . - - - 1 1 - 1 . - - 3 - 7 2- 1 - 10 - - - - -
Captain Holmes... . . .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . 1 1 1 1 - - - - 3 - 6 1 5 - - 12 - - - - - - -
Captain Burrows. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 1 1 - 1 - - - - - 1 1 6 1 3 - - 10 - - - - -

- -1-
"41"7 111 -- 562115,28 --- ~~I--:-- -- -
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61~ - --CaptainVanwyck.................................... 1 1 - - - - - 3 24 7 1 38 5 - - -

Captain Vea! . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 3 - U 6 - 7 2 30 . - 20 - - - -
Captain Pearce.. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 3 2 26 6 6 8 2 48 - - 5 - - - -
CaptainSwartwout................................... - - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - 3 1 26 6 - 14 - 46 - - 7 - - - -
Captain Duryee... . . .. . . .. . ... . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 2 1 28 6 - 3 8 45 - - 8 - - - -
Captain Schenck.. . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . ... . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - 3 2 16 2 2 4 1 26 - - 17 - - - -
Captain Ludenton... . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . .. - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - - 3 2 9 1010 ':J - 36 - - 17 - - - -
Captain Godwin.. . . ..... . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 2 1 10 ~7 3 <I 25 1 1 28 - - - -
Captain Lane. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - 3 1 7 5 4 3 - 19 - 1 34 - - - -
Captain Colkin . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - - - 2 2 24 4 6 9 3 46 - - 7 - - - -
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Captain Paine... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .... .... .. . .. .. .. .. . .. - - - - - 1 - - - - - 2 l' 3 19 314 3 - 42 - - 11 - - - -
Captain Stoughtenburgh . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . - - - - 1 1 - - - - - 3 2' 3 10 2 6 8 - 29 - - 24 - 1 - -
Captain Platt. . . .. . . . .

"
. . .. . . .. . . .. . . ., . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . - - - - 1 1 - - - - - 2,1 1 3 - 8 9 - 21 - - 32 - - - -

Captain Barlow. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . - - - - 1 1 - - - - - 2 2 2 7 8 514 - 36 - - 17 - 1 - -
Captain H earmanel.. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . - - - - 1 1 - - - - - 3 2 3 10 2 510 - 30 - - 23 - - - -
Captain Stewart. .. . ... .. .. .. .. . ... . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - 3 1 2 9 2 7 7 4 31 - - 22 - - - -
Captain Van Steenbergh..... ........................... - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - 1 1 1 19 4 1 8 - 33 - - 20 - - - -
Cap41inTiller... .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .... . . - - - 1 1 1 - - - - - 3 1 1 9 1 7 8 - 26 - - 27 - - - -
Captain Graham.. . ... .. .. .. .. . .... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I- -----------------------
~12:~-TotaL........................................... 11] 1 4 7 8 1 1 111 2 1191116:86 2253.67 4 248 - - 176
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weekly Return of the Eighth Regiment of Militia, from State of CONNECTICUT,c01nmandedby OLIVERSMITH,Esq.,
Lieutenant- Colonel, October 31, 1776. .

N. B. Five Captains, 2 Subs., 3 Sergeants, sick, absent; 2 Subs.,
sick, present.

Those on command are accounted for as follows: 4 Field and Staff
Officers' waiters, 3 Privates, tending on sick.

OLIVER SMrrH, Lieutenant-Colonel.

Return of the Regiment of Foot, in the service of t~e UNITED STATES, commanded by Colonel JAOOBUSSWARTWOUT,
WHITE-PLAINS, October3J, 1776.

The Lieutenant-Colonel on command at Peekskill; Captain Vanwyck
killed.

Captain Swartwout on command at the King's Bridge; Lieutenant Lang-
don absent.

One of Captain LutUfI,ton's Lieutenants and two Sergean.ts sick, in
quarters.

Captain Godwin's First Lieutenant has not joined company yet.
. One of Captain Lane's Lieutenants sick, in quarters.

I omitted the Major, sick, absent. The Adjutant sick, in quarters.
Those on command are at the King's Bridge, and some in Artillery.
The deserters, discharged, and dead, we refer to our last.
Two Lieutenants on command at King's Bridge.

J ACOBUS SWARTWOUT, Colonel.

Return of the Regiment of Foot, in the service of the UNITEDS ATESOFAMERICA,under the command of Colonel
MORRISGRAHAM,Camp WHITE-PLAINS,October 31, 1776.

Captain Paine, sick, absent; Lieutenant Waters, of his company, and 1
Sergeant, absent after clothing for their men.

Captam Stoughtenburgh, sick, absent; 1 Lieutenant, unfit for duty, in
camp.

Captain Platt, absent with leave; and 1 Sergeant, sick, absent.
Captain Barlow, sick, absent, and 1 Sergeant.
Captain Hearm(mel, sick, absent, and Lieutenant Sharpe, lame, in camp;

1 Sergeant, on command as Quartermaster Sergeant, and 1 Sergeant,
sick, absent; 1 Lieutenant on Rear Guard, and Drummer, sick, absent.

Lieutenant Egol, of Captain Van Steenbergh's company, absent without
leave, and 1 Sergeant, sick, abseut, and 1 Sergeant on the Rear
Guard; Fifer, absent.

Two of Captain Teller's Sergeants, sick, in camp, and Drummer, sick,
absent.

Per ROSWELL HOPKINS, Lieutenant- Colonel.
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NAVY BOARD OF SOUTH-CAROLINA.

Charlestown, South-Carolina, Wednesday, October 9,1776.

In pursuance of an act of the General Assembly, passed
the 4th October, 1776, the followingCommissionersap-
pointed by the said act, viz: Edward Blake, Thomas
Corbett, Thomas Savage, Josiah Smith, Jun., Roger Smith,
George Abbott Hall, and George Smith, to superintend and
direct the Naval affairs of this State, met, and previous to
their forming a Board, took the following Oath of Qualifi-
cation, TIz:

" I do swear that I will well and truly execute
the duties of my office as a Commissioner of the Navy
Board, to the best of my skill and judgment. So help me
God."

The Commissioners then proceeded to the election of the
First Commissioner, and Edward Blake, Esq., was by a
majority of votes chosen First Commissioner of the Navy,
and took his seat accordingly.

Resolved, That the following Advertisement for a Clerk
of the Board be published, viz:

"The Commissioners of the Navy Board give this pub-
lick notice, that they are in want of a Clerk whose duty
and business will be to keep regular accounts and journals
of all transactions relating to the said Board, also, when
required, to go on board the vessels of war in the service of
this State, and take exact accounts of officers and seamen.
on board, to payoff the wages due them respectively, and
to make proper returns thereof to the said Board on oath.
The salary a\Iowed for such business will be fourteen
hundred pounds currency per annum. Any person willing
to engage will apply before nine o'clock on Saturday
morning, the 12th instant, by letter directed to Edward
Blake, First Commissioner."

The Board upon inquiry into the state of the Navy,
found that there was a vacancy for a Captain to command
the brigantine-of-warComet.

Ordered, That the followingLetter be sent to the General
Assembly then sitting, viz:

"To the Hon. JAMESPARSONS,Esq., Speaker, and Gen-
tlemen of the General Assembly:

"The Commissioners of the Navy Board on inquiry find
that a Captain is wanted for the brigantine Comet. They
recommend Captain Stephen Seymour and Captain Edward
Allen as proper persons for the Legislature to make choice
of."

Adjourned to next Saturday morning, nine o'clock.

Navy Board, Saturday, October 12,1776.

~ The Board met according to adjournment.

Present: Edward Blake, First Commissioner; Thomas
Savage, Josiah Smith, Jun., George Abbott Hall, Thomas
Corbett, Roger Smith, George Smith.

Read several applications to the Board for the Clerk's
office, and then proceeded to choose a Clerk by ballot, and
Mr. John Calvert was declared unanimously elected to be
Clerk of this Board, and he took the following Oath of
Qualification, viz:

"I, John Calvert, do swear that I will well and truly
execute the duties of my office as Clerk of the Navy Board,
to the best of my skill and judgment, and that I will faith-
fully keep secret the business of said Board when required.
So help me God."

Received a Muster-RoJl of the Brigantine Defenr:e.
Received a Muster-Roll of the Brigantine Comet.
The following Letter was sent to Captain Thomas Pick-

ering.

"
Captain THOMASPICKERING:

" You are hereby required to use the utmost diligence in
manning the brigantine Defence, under your command, and
getting her ready for sea; in particular, we recommend
that you take the most effectual means for recovering the
seamen who have deserted froID YOUl' vessel as speedily as
possible, if they are to be found in town, and make a return
to tbe Navy Board of your complement of men by Tuesday
next, at nine o'clock in the morning."

A similar Letter was also sent to Captain Edward Allen,
commander of the Brigantine Comet.

Adjourned to next Tuesday morning, nine o'clock.

Navy Board, Tuesday, October 15, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esq., First Commissioner;

George Abbott Hall, Josiah Smith, Thomas Savage, Thomas
Corbett, George Smith, Esqs.

Read the Minutes of last meeting.
Ordered,-That the following Advertisement be inserted

in the Gazette, and that three hundred Handbills be struck
off and dispersed in the country:

"The CQmmissioners of the Navy are in want of:1
quantity of Salted Beef and Pork in barrels. Any persons
inclined to furnish them therewith are desired to send pro-
posals in writing to the subscriber, mentioning the quantity
of salt required for each barrel of Beef and Pork, (which the
Commissioners will supply the contractors with upon their
entering into contract with them,) and the price they will
deliver the ,Beef and Pork at in Charlestown, the same
being properly cured and packed in tight barrels, weighing
two hundred pounds neat weight. They are also in want of
a quantity of Ship Bread and Flour, for which they wiJl
give the market price, or enter into contract with any per-
son inclined to supply them.

"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner."
Returns were received from the officers of the Brigantine

Comet and the Brigantine Defence.
Orders were given to Captain Edward Allen to get his

W ateI', Provisions, and other necessaries on board, ready
to proceed to sea as soon as possible, and to report when
he is ready.

Orders were given to Captain Thomas Pickering to
apply to the Commissary to furnish him with such Sails as
are wanting for the Brigantine Defence, and other necessa-
ries to get her ready for sea.

Alexander Horn, the Publick Boatkeeper, was ordered
to attend the next meeting.

Adjourned to next Thursday morning, nine o'clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, October 17,1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esq., First Commissioner;

Thomas Savage, Thomas Corbett, George Abbott Hall,
Josiah Smith, George Smith, Roger Smith, Esqs.

Read the Minutes of last meeting.
The following Letter was agreed to be sent to Mr.

Anthony Bonneau, at Georgetown:
"Navy Office, Charlestown, October 17, 1776.

"Mr. ANTHONY BONNEAU:

" SIR: Captain Seymour having represented to the Com-
missioners of the Navy the necessity of having a proper
person at Georgetown to furnish provisions, &c., for the
armed schooner Rattlesnake stationed there, they will be
glad if it should suit your convenience to transact that
business; and in order that you may be acquainted with the
nature of it, you will find enclosed an indent of such pro-
visions as the seamen in the navy are allowed daily; also a
form of a return to be made and signed by the Purser
monthly, when your accounts ought to be made out and
transmitted to this Board, for the amount of which they
will pay your order, upon the account being separately
certified by the Purser and yourself. Captain Seymour is
to send to you for the provisions as they are wanted; for
which purpose the Board recommend that you buy a good
canoe and oars for the schooner, to be used only as a
harbour boat; and whenever she may be ordered to sea, the
canoe to be left in your or some other person's custody,
to be taken care of until hel' return. The Commissioners
will be glad to know on what terms you will transact the
above business, to which they will give you an immediate
answer.

" By order of the Board:
"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner."
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The following Letter was wrote to Captain John Copi-
thQrn:
{,

Captain JOHN COPITHORN:

" SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy request that
you do immediately make use of your utmost endeavours
to procure as many Schooners as you can hire for the
service of the publick, and inform me as soon as possible of
your success.

" I am, sir, your humble servant,
"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner."

The following Letter was wrote to Alex.ander 11orn:
"Navy Board, Charlestown, October 17,1776.

"Mr. ALE)!:ANDERHORN:
.

" You are hereby required to hire a sufficient number of
negroes to cleanse the entrance at the flood-gate of the
stones and rubbish now lying there, in order to make it
convenient to receive the boats belonging to the publick;
and you are likewise required to have them moved imme-
diately there as the place is made convenient, and where, after
being at any time employed, they are to be put, until a more
convenient place for their reception is fixed upon. You
are also to take particular care that all the boats are kept
in good order, and constantly supplied with oars, rudders,
and tillers.

"By order of the Board:
"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner."

The followingLetter was wrote to Edward Darrell, Esq. :
"EDWARDDARRELL,Esq.:

"SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy Board require
that you will, with all possible despatch, furnish Captain
Edward Allen, of the brigantine Comet, and Captain
Thomas Pickering, of the brigantine Defence, with all such
stores as are necessary to complete said ve.sselsfor sea.

"I am, sir, your humble servant;
" EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner.

.. October17, 1776."

The following Letter WaS wrote to Captain Stephen
Seymour .: .

"Navy Board, Charlestown, October 17, 1776.

" Captain STEPHEN SEYMOUR:

"SIR: An act having passed the General Assembly the
9th April last, for the mare effecwal prevention of the
desertion of the soldiers and sailors in the service of this
State, the Commissionersof the Navy now furnish you with
some copies of the same for your guide at the station where
your vessel is; and you are hereby required to give your
utmost assistance for the apprehension, securing, and sending
to their respective vessels or regiments such deserters as
may be taken at or about George- Town, and that you furnish
the keeper of the George- Town ferry with one of the acts,
that he may be assisting therein; also, that you desire the
attention of the Magistrates and others to the same. The
Commissioners have wrote a letter to Mr. Bonneau, desiring
him to furnish you with the necessary provisions for the
Rattlesnake; and in order that there may be proper regula-
tions observed, Mr. Bonneau is desired to purchase a canoe
for the purpose of carrying the provisions which you are
to send for as often as they are wanted, the daily allowance
of which for each man is enclosed, with a form for your
Purser, or other officer appointed for that purpose, who is
to give an account to the Commissioners what time the
provisions are wanted, when they are to be punctually sent
for, and yourself and your Purser, or person appointed for
the purpose, are to make a monthly return upon oath of the
provisions which shall be received and the expenditure
thereof, which you are to transmit to us, that the Commis-
sary's accounts may be examined. You will also direct your
Boatswain, Carpenter, and Gunner to make a quarterly
return of their stores to you, which you are to sign and.
forward to this Board.

" By order of the Board:
"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner."

The following L.ett~r was wrote to Captain Edward
Allen:

" Captain EDWARD ALLEN:
"SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy have thought

fit to appoint Nathaniel Havens to be Purser of the brig-
antine Comet, and desire that you will receive him to act

in that station, and put all such stores as are now on board
belonging to his department into his charge.

.' EDWARD BLAKE, First Commissioner.
"October 17, 1776."

, The foJlowing Advertisement was ordered to be given to
Mr. Sam'uel Prioleau, Jr.:

"To be sold at auction, on Thursday, the 24th instant,
before the Exchange, two Schooners, one lying at Colonel
Gadsder(s wharf, the other on the marsh oear tlwreto, with
their furniture and tackle, as they now lie.

"By order of the Commissioners of the Navy:
"SAMUEL PRIOLJ;;AtT, JUN., & Co.

"October 17, J776."

Then the Board adjourned to next Saturday morning, at
nine o'clock.

Navy Board, Saturday, Octoher 19, 177.6.

Present: Edward Blake, Esq., First Commissioner;
George Abbot Hall, Jo$iah Smith, George Smith, Thomas
Corbett, Esqs.

Read the Minutes of Jast meeting.
Received a Letter from Archibald Brown ~ Co., with

proposals to contract for Pork and Bread.
Received a Letter from William Hopkir/§, with proposals

to contract for twenty barrels of Flour.
An Order was sent to Edward Darrell, Esq.:

" SIR: You are desired by the Commissioners of the
Navy Board to procure the within-mentioned instruments
for the use of the Brigantine Defence.

"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner.
"T.o Edward Darrell, Esq., Commissary.

"October 19, 1776."

The following Letter was sent to Mr. Anthony Bon-
neall:

"Mr. ANTHONY BONNEAU:
"SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy are in want of

one hundred barrels of hard pitch, one hundred barrels tar,
and twenty barrels of good, clean turpentine, the casks to
be very good; also, any quantity of tallow that can J:>e
procured. They will be glad that you will purchase, and
ship them by any good opportunity for Charlestown, and as
speedily as possible, the above articles; for the amount of
which, your order on the Commissioners of the Navy will
be punctuaJly paid.

"The Commissioners are informed that you have a quan-
tity of cordage by you, such as the publick are at present
in want of. They will be glad to have it sent round to
Charlestown at the same time as the naval stores are shipped;
also, any other cordage and sail-duck that you can purchase
at George- Town; for which your order will be paid.

"By order of the Board:
"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner.

"P. S. The price of cordage if} Charlestown is £15
per one hundred pounds, which the Commissioners are
willing to allow at George- Town."

Captain Stephen Seymour applied to the Board to know
what number of men would be allowed for the Schooner
Rattlesnake; and the Board resolved to allow the said
vessel fifty men as her full complement.

Then the Board adjourned to next Monday evening, five
o'clock.

Navy Board, Monday, October 21, 1776.

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, at five o'clock.

Navy Board, Tuesday, October 22,1776.

Adjourned to Thursday evening, five o'clock.

Navy Board, Thursday, O~tober 24,17'1'.6.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esq., First Commissioner;

Thomas Savage, George Abbott Hall, Roger Smith,
Esqs.

Read the Minutes of last meeting.
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A Letter was wrote to Messrs. Archibald Brown Sf Co.,
YIZ:

"Navy Board, Charlestown, October 24,1776.

"GENTLEMEN: Your proposals to contract with the
Board for two hundred barrels of good pork, at fifteen
pounds per barrel, (allowing you one bushel of salt tor
each,) they agree to enter into contract with you for that
quantity, to be delivered in Charlestown as speedily as pos-
sible.

"The bread tbey will treat with you for as it comes to
market.

"By ordel' of the Board: EDwARUBLAKE."
One thousand Certificates were ordered to be struck off

immediately in the foIlowing words, viz:
"Know all men, that I, , have entered, and

do hereby certify that I have voluntarily entered, into the
Navy of this State aforesaid, on board the ; and
I do hereby engage to be true and faithful in the said ser-
vice until I shall be discharged by publick authority, and
also to be bound by and to obey all and every rule, resolve,
order, and regulation, made, or to be made, by the Legisla-
ture of the State aforesaid, or by the Commissionel'Sof the
Navy. And I do hereby acknowledge the receipt of
Witness my hand, this ."

A Letter was sent to Captain John Turner:

" Captain JOHN TURNER: You are hereby requested to
attend the Commissioners of the Navy at the Board to-mor-_
row evenmg.

"By order of the Board:
"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner.

"Navy Board, October 24,1776."

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, five o'clock.

Navy Board, Friday, October 25, 1776.

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esq., First Commissioner;

Roger Smith, George Smith, George Abbott Hall, Esqrs.
Read the Minutes of last meeting.
Agreed to take Mr. William Hopkins's twenty barrels of

Flour, at £8 lOs. per cwt., to be delivered to Edward
Darrell, Esq., Commissary.

A Letter was wrote to Captain Edward Allen:

" Captain EDWARD ALLEN:

" SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy desire you will
take out of the brigantine Comet, four of the carriage-guns,
as they think the number now on board rather hurtful than
of service.

" By order of the Board:
"EDWARDBLAKE,First Commissioner.

"
October25, 1776."

Resolved, That the following Spars be provided for the
use of the Navy of this State, and that Mr. First Commis-
sioner do give directions for the same:

20 Spars from 50 to 70 feet long, and from 16 to 30
inches diameter.

10 Spars from :JO to 40 feet long, and from ]6 to 22
inches diameter.

50 Spars from 30 to 40 feet long, and from 10 to 16
inches diameter.

40 Spal'S from 36 to 46 feet long, and from 10 to 15
inches diameter.

100 Spars from 24 to 36 feet long, and from 6 to 10
inches diameter in the middle.

100 Spars from 20 to 35 feet long, and from 5 to 9
inches diameter in the middle.

The foIlowingLetter was received /i'om his Excellency
the President, in consequence of an application having been
made to him by the First Commissioner for his opinion
whether the Commissioners of the Navy have not full power
to order the vessels belonging to the State upon a cruise
when they shall think proper?

" SIR: I proposed to the Council your query, whether
the Commissioners of the Navy have authority to order the
armed vessels of this State to sea, or on a cruise? and the
Board was unanimously of opinion that they have not.

" I shaIlbe glad that the vessels may as soon as possible

be in readiness to proceed to sea on the shortest notice, and
from time to time to have the earliest intimation whenever
they are so, and of what destination the Commissioners
think proper to recommend, as much attention will be had
to their recommendation.,

"I am, sir, your very humble servant,

" J. RUTLEDGE.
"October 25, 1776."

Resolved, That this Board are unanimously of opinion,
that, by the act establishing the Board of Commissioners
full powers are vested in them to superintend and direct all
matters relative to the Navy except contracting for building
Ships and materials for the same, erecting publick Rope-
walks and Ship-yards, altering or making void any contract
heretofore made by the President and Privy Council, or the
appointment of Officers of the Navy.

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Saturday, October 26, 1776.

Adjourned to Monday, 28th, six o'clock.

Navy Board, Monday, October 28,1776.
'

The Board met according to adjournment.
Present: Edward Blake, Esq., First Commissionerj

Thomas Savage, George Abbott Hall, Roger 5'mith,
George Smith, Thomas Corbett, Esqrs.

Read the Minutes of last meeting.
Resolved, That the Commissary of the Naval Depart-

ment be directed to purchase such a quantity of Flour as
there is an immediate occasion for at the lowest price; also
to purchase two or three tons of Iron.

The following message was agreed to, to be sent to his
Excellency the President, viz:

"Navy Board, Charlestown, October 28,1776.

" SIR: The Commissioners of the Navy, on inquiry, find
that no contract has yet been made for any of the galleys j

and agreeable to the act appointing that Board, the Com-
missioners have no authority to enter into any contract for
building without the concurrence of the President and Privy
Council. The Commissioners therefore desire your Excel-
lency will, if it is judged necessary, give directions to enter
into contract with such persons as are willing to undertake
the building of galleys, an~ to provide necessaries for the
same.

"By order of the Board:

" EDwARDBLAKE,First Commissioner."
The First Commissioner was desired to wait upon the

President, and acquaint him that the Board were of opinion
it would be for the service of this State that the armed
vessels Comet and Defence should proceed directly to one
of the French islandsin the West-Indies,in orderto procure
seamen, where, by information they have received, there are
good grounds to believe they may be readily obtained, and
that they should carry indigo to the value of fh'e hundred
pounds sterling each, to defray their expenses and purchase
such necessaries as may be wanting.

Adjournedto Wednesday ~vening,six.o'clock.

Navy Board, Wednesday, October 3D, 1776.

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, five o'clock.

Navy Board, October 31,1776.

The Board met pursuant to adjournment.
. Present: Edward Blake, First Commissioner; George'

Abbott Hall, Thomas Savage, Thomas Corbett, Roger
Smith, Esqrs. .

Read the :Minutes of the last meeting.
Ordered, Captain Pickering to drop the BriCfantine

Defence down to Rebellion Road to-morrow.
0

Agreed, That a Letter of Instructions be drawn up for
Captain Pickering, of the Defence brigantine-of-war, to
proceed on a cruise; and Mr. Hall was desired to prepare
and report the same to-morrow evening. .

Adjourned to to-morrow evening, five o'clock.
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CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.
Philadelphia, Tuesday, September 3, 1776.

A Memorial from Colonel Moses Hazen was read and
referred to the Committee appointed to inquire into the
causes of the miscarriages in Canada.

General Sullivan having reduced to writing the verbal
message from Lord Howe, tbe same was read, as follows:

"The following is the purport of the message sent /i'om
Lord Howe to Congress, by General Sullivan:

"That, tbough he could not at present treat with Con-
gress as such, yet he was very desirous of having a conference
with SOmeof the members, whom he would consider for tbe
present only as private gentlemen, and meet them himself,
as such, at such place as they should appoint:

"That he, in conjunction witb General Howe, had full
powers to compromise the dispute between Great Britain
and America upon terms advantageous to both; the obtain-
ing of which delayed him near two montbs in England, and
prevented his arrival at this place before the declaration of
independency took place:

"That he wished a compact might be settled at this
time. when no decisive blow was struck, and neither party
could say, that they were compelled to enter into such
agreement:

"That, in case Congress were disposed to tteat, many
things which they had not as yet asked might and ought to
be granted them; and tbat if, upon the conference, they
found any probable ground of accommodation, the authority
of Congress must be afterwards acknowledged, otherwise
the compact would not be complete."

Copy o/General SULLIVAN'S Letter to Lord HOWE.
"New-York, 30t}, of August, 1776.

"M y LORD: Agreeable to your Lordship's request I
have conversed with General Washington, who says that he
has no power to treat upon the subject your Lordship men-
tioned, but has no objection to my going to PMladelphia to
inform Congress of what your Lordship has been pleased to
communicate to me upon the subject. I shall wait your
Lordship's further direction; and am, with much estrem,
YQur Lordship's most obedient servant,

"
J NO. SULLIVAN.

"Right Hon. Lord Viscount Howe."

His Lordship's Answer.
"Eagle, 30th August, 17'76.

"SIR: Understanding by your letter that the only doubt
.

of the propriety of going to PhiladelpMa is by your con-
versation with General Washington removed, 1 do not see
occasion to give you further trouble, but to recommend the
prosecuting of your journey as you were pleased on that
condition to propose.

" 1 am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

" HOWE.
"General Sullivan."

The Committee appointed to inquire into the particulars
of the late action on Long-Island, reported that they have
made inquiry, and from the best inforlll3.tionthey could get
have prepared an account thereof.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The Board of War brought in a Report, which was re:td:
Resolved, That the part of the said Report which relates

to the estabiishillg a Post between Philadelphia and Ticon-
deroga be referred to the Committee for regulating the
Post-Office, and that the remainder of the Report lie on
the table:

That two Members be added to the said Committee:
The Members chosen, Mr. Hooper and Mr. Huntington.
Congress proceeded to the election of a Regimental Pay-

master to Colonel .Magaw's Battalion; and the ballots
being taken,

.
John MiJJlin, brother to Brigadier-General Mijflin, was

elected.
&solved, That Jeduthun Baldwin, Esq., be appointerl

an Engineer in the Continental Army, with the rank of
Colonel, and pay of sixty Do1!arsa month.

A Letter from a number of Officers who are prisoners at
Carlisle, was read, complaining of some ill-treatment they

have received, and of their baggage having been plundered,
contrary to the capitulation upon which they surrendered.

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL.II.

General Wooster, who happened to be in the oute1' room,
being examined touching the facts stated in the said Letter:

Resolved, 'That a Letter be written to General &huyler,
directing him to make particular inquiry whether the Bag-
g<lge of the Officers taken at St. John's and Chamble was
plundered, and by whom, and report to Congress:

. That the Secretary of the Board of War be directed to
inform the Officers, that inquiry has been made of General
Wooster, to whom they refer, respecting the plunder of their
Baggage, and that be says he knows nothing of the matter,
and that no information or complaint was ever made to him
respecting tbat n~atter: And further, to inform them that
Congress have given orders to General Schu,yler to cause
strict inquiry to be made into this affair, and report
thereon.

A Letter, of the 2d, from General Washington, and one
from William Palfrey, Paymaster-General, were read.

Resolved, That the Letter from General Washington be
referred to a Committee of the Whole Congress:

Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to take into consideration the Letter from Genetal
Washington; and after some time, the President resumed the
chair, and Mr. Nelson reported that the Committee have
had under consideration the Letter to them referred, and
have come to sundry Resolutions, which he was ordered to
report.

The Re~;olutionsfrom the Committee of the Whole, being
severally read, were agreed to, as follows: .

Resolved, That General Washington be acquainted that
Congress would ha\'e especial care taken, in case he should
find it necessary to quit New- York, that no damage be done
to the said city by his troops, on their leaving it: The Con-
gress having no doubt of being able to recover the same,
though the enemy should, for a time, obtain possession
of it.

Resolved, That three more Battalions be ordered from
Virginia, of which that commanded by Colonel Stephen to
be one, to reinforce the Army at New- York:

That for the same purpose, two of the North- Carolina
Battalions be ordered to march with all possible expedilion
to New- York, under the command of Brigadier-General
ft'Ioore:

That it be recommended to the Assemblies and Conven-
tions of the several Slates to the northward of Virginia,
immediately to send all the aid in their power to the Army
at New- York:

That one of the Continental Battalions in Rhode-Island
be ordered immediately to march to reinforce the Army at
New- York:

That it be recommended to the Assembly of ft'Iassachu-
getts-Bay, to send to Rhode-lslanda Battalion of their
:Militia, to supply lhe place of the Continental Battalion
ordered from thence.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, September 4,1776.
Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to pay the

Virginia Battalion, now on their march to New- York, one
month's pay, and to supply them with such necessary
Clothing as they may stand in need of.

Resolved, That another Brigadier-General be appointed
in the Continental Army:

The ballots being taken, ColoItel Adam Stephen was
unanimously elected.

Resolved, Thal the Board of War be directed to ca!! in
the several recruiting parties of the German Battalion, and
to have them formed and armed with all possible expedition,
and forwarded to New- Yofk, taking measures and giving
proper directions to have the Baualion recruited to the full
complement, as soon as the same can conveniently be
done.

Resolved, That the proposal made by General Howe,
as delivered by General Sullivan, of exchanging General
Sullivan for General Prescot, and Lord Stirling for BI;ga-
dier-GeneralltlcDonald, be complied with.

:1\11'.J. ft'lease having, in consequence of the Resolution of
the 30th August, made a report that he cannot find there
is any Cloth in this city fit for making Tents, except a parcel

84
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of light Sail-Cloth, which is in the hands of the Marine
Committee:

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to
deliver to Mr. J. Mease all the light Sail-Cloth in their pos-
seosion: And that Mr. Mease be directed to have the same
made into Tents as soon as possible,and forwardedto Gen-
eral W~shington:' .

That the Secret Committee be directed to write to the
Continental Agents in the Eastern States, desiring them to
purchase all the Duck and other Cloth fit for Tents, which
they can procure in their respective States, for the use of
the Continent.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Board
of 'Val'; and, after some time spent thereon,

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post-
poned ti\J to-morrow.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, September 5,1776.

A Petition from John Schott was read, and referred to
the Board of War.

Two Petitions from the Owners of the Privateers Lee
and Putnam were presented to Congress, and read:

Resolved, That they be referred to the Marine Com-
mittee.

A Memorial from Jeremiah Halsey was presented to
Congress, and read:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That General Prescot and General McDonald

be sent by the Board of War, under an escort, to General
Washington, to be exchanged for General Sullivan and
Lord Stirling.

Resolved, Tbat the Marine Committee be directed to
supply Mr. Hewes with four hundred three-pound Cannon
Shot, for the use of the Continental Army in North- Caro-
lina.

Two SOldiershavingescapedfrom Quebeck, and applied
to Congress for their pay,

Resolved,That this matter be referred to the Committee
on the Treasury.

A Memorial of Captain John Doyle was presented to
Congress and read, setting forth, that in consequence of tbe
ResoluJion passed the 16th of July last, he has inlisted eighty
Men, whereof about sixty have passed muster, as appears by
the Roll produced, and that the other twenty are at Lan-
caster, and, therefore, praying that a Commission may be
granted to him, pursuant to the said Resolution:

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted;
and that a Commissionbe granted to SamuelBrady to be
First Lieutenant, and to Tf'illiam McMurray to be Second
Lieutenant, of the Company commanded by Captain Doyle.

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the
Report of the Board of War ; and thereupon,

Resolved, That General Sullivan be requested to inform
I...ord Howe, that this Congress, being the Representatives
of the free and independent States of America, cannot, with
propriety, send any of its Members to confer with his Lord-
ship in their private characters, but that, ever desirous of
establishing peace on reasonable terms, they wiIJ send a
Committee of their body to know whether he has any
authority to treat with persons authorized by Congress for
that purpose, in behalf of America, and what that authority
is, and to hear such propositions as he shall think fit to make
respecting the same:

That the President be desired to write to General Wash-
ington, and acquaint him that it is the opinion of Congress,
no proposals for making peace between Great Britain and
the United States of America ollght to be received or
attended to, unless the same be made in writing, and ad-
dressed to the Representatives of the said States in Con-
gress, or persons authorized by them; and if application be
made to him by any of the Commanders of the British
Forces on that subject, that he inform tbem that these
United States, who entered into the war only for the defence
of their lives and liberties, will cheerfully agree to peace on
reasonable terms, whenever such shaH be proposed to them
in manner aforesaid.

Resolved, That a copy of the 6rst of the two foregoing
Resolutions be delivered to General Sullivan, and tbat he
be directed to repair immediately to Lord Howe.

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for electing tbe
Committee.

Tbe several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

.
Friday, September 6, 1776.

Resolved, That General Sullivan be requested to deliver
to Lord Howe the copy of the Resolution given to him.

Resolved, That the Committee "to be sent to know
whether Lord Howe has any authority to treat with persons
authorized by Congress for that purpose, in behalf of America,
and what that authority is, and to hear such propositions as
he shall think fit to make respecting the same," consist of
three:

Congress then proceeded to the election; and, the ballots
being taken, Mr. Franklin, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. E.
Rutledge, were elected.

Sundry Letters were laid before Congress and read:
One of the 4th, from General Washington, with sundry

Letters and Papers enclosed;
One of the 29th August, from General Schuyler, enclosing
Four Letters of the] 8th, 20th, 26th, and 27th of the

same month, from General Gates, with a Return of the
Army at Ticonderoga, and other Papers;

A Letter of the 4th, from Brigadier-General Mercer;
and

A Letter of the 28th of August, from Colonel Maxwell,
enclosing a Memorial from Jacobus Wyncoop, were read:

Resolved, That the several Letters, with the Papers en-
closed, except tbe Memorial from Jacobus Wyncoop, be
referred to the Board of War, and that the Memorial from
Jacobus Wyncoop be referred to the Marine Committee.

Resolved, That an Order for 2,794 15-90 Dollars be
drawn on the Treasur~r, in favour of George Morgan, Esq.,
Agent for Indian Aftairs in the Middle Departmenr, he to
be accountable;

That Mr. Morgan be supplied with a copy of the Reso-
lutions of Congress relating to Indian Affairs in the Middle
Department, and a copy of the Treaty hel~ with the
Indians at the German-Flats.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to
deliver to Captain Sheerer six pounds of Powder and
twenty-four pounds of Lead, for the use of two Companies
of Riflemen, to try their Rifles.

A Memorial from George Nicholson, with an Account,
was presented to Congress and read:

Resolved, That it be referredto the Board of Treasury.
A Letter from Captain William Jenkins was laid before

Congress and read, praying for leave, on account of his
family affairs, to resign his Commission:

Resolved, That leave be granted to him to resign.
The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That John Paul Shott, who is well recom-

mended as an experienced officer, be appointed a Captain
in the Continental Army, with directions to raise a Company
as soon as possible; but, that as he may be usefully em-
ployed immediately, that he be forthwith sent to General
Washington at New- York, and that one month's pay be
advanced to him.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be deferred tiIJ to-morrow.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, September 7, 1776.

Sundry Letters and Petitions were laid before Congress
and read:

A Letter from the Indian Commissioners at Pittsburg, -

of the 16th of August, enclosing a Memorial from Alexan-
der Ross:

Resolved, That the said Memorial be referred to the
Standing Committee for Indian Aftairs ;

A Letter from R. Dallam, Deputy Paymaster-General,
of the 6th; Whereupon,
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Resolved, That an Order for £440, Pennsylvania cur-
rency, equal to 1,173 30-90 Dollars, be dra,,:n ?n the
Treasurer in f,"\vourof Colonel Charles Read, bemg In full
of a Draft in his favour of the 6th instant, by R. Dallam,
Deputy Paymaster-General, and that the same be charged
to the account of Richard Dallam.

That 200,000 Dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, Dep-
uty Paymaster-Genera], for the use of the Flying-Camp
and Militia, he to be accountable.

A Letter of the 5th, from Charles Preston, Major of the
Twenty-sixth Regiment:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of Wa,r
A Letter and Memorial from William Wild, of the 29th

of August:
Resolved, That the same be referred to the Convention

of Pennsylvania. -

The State of Virginia having appointed, on the 23d of
July last, William Bready to be Captain of a Rifle Com-
pany in the Battalion to be commanded by Colonel Hugh
Stevenson; William Pile to be First Lieutenant of a Com-
pany in the said Battalion; Christopher Bready to be
Second Lieutenant in a Company of the said Battalion;
and Amos Thompson to be Chaplain to the said Battalion;

Resolved, That Commissions be granted to them accord-
ingly.

Congress proceeded to the election of an Adjutant for the
Battalion ordered to be raised in Westmoreland County;
and, the ballots being taken,

Michael Hoofnagel was elected.
A Petition from Ch(lrles Roberts, master of the Schooner

Thistle, was presented to Congress, and read.
Resolved, That Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Stone,

Mr. F. L. Lee, Mr. Penn, and Mr. Walton, be appointed
members of the Committee on the cause of the miscarriages
in Canada, in the room of those who are absent.

Resolved, That two Members be added to the Committee
appointed on the 24th of July last to consider the proposal
made by the President of South-Carolina respecting Gen-
eral Lee, in the room of those who are absent:

The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee and Mr. Walton.
Resolved, That an Order for 1600 Dollars be drawn on

the Treasurer, in favour of David S. Franks; for which he
is to account on the settlement of his Accounts.

The State of Rhode-Island ha,,'ing recommended sundry
gentlemen for Field Officers of the two Battalions raised
in that State, Congress proceeded to the election: when
William Richmond and Christopher Lippit were elected
Colonels; Caleb Gardner and Adam Comstock, Lieu-
tenant-Colonels; Benjamin Tallman and James Tew,
Majors.

Resolved, That the Battalion commanded by Colonel
Lippit be ordered to New- York, unless that commanded
by Colonel Richmond has already marched.
, Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to deliver to
the Delegates of Maryland three pieces of coarse Cloths,
for the use of the Maryland Troops; _ the said Delegates to
be accountable.

Resolved, That Mr. Risberg, assistant to Colonel
Biddle, be directed to take proper measmes for providing
the sick soldiers in Philadelphia with proper lodgings and
attendance.

. A Letter /i'om Brigadier-General McDonald to the Board
of War was read; Whereupon,

Resolt,ed, That he be allowed four days to prepare for
his journey:

That a copy of that part of his Letter respecting his
treatment in North-Carolina, he sent to the Convention of
that State.

Resolved, That a copy of the Resolutions passed by
Congress on the message brought by General Sullivan, and
the names of the Committee appointed, be sent to General
Washington.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Richard Welsh, for his senrjces as Clerk, for delivering

Stores and Provisions in Can.ada, certified by Hellry Men-
son, in which service he entered the 24th of Apn~l,and was
discharged the 7th of hne, 1776, at 50-901hs of a Dollar
per day, 25 Dollars :

,

To Casper Carver, for the hire of a Team from York-
Town, in Pennsylvania, to Williamsburg, in Virginia, 16
days, at 4 Dollars a day, 64 Dollars; and for ferriages,
6 6-90 Dollars, and for the hire of another Team from York-
Town to New-York, with Captain Grier's Company, 14
days, at 4 Dollars a day, and for ferriage,3 54-90 Dollars;
the whole being 129 6u-9u Dollars:

To John SparltaiIJk, for two Maps, a Court Calendar,
&c., for the War-Office, as per R. Peters's certificate,
10 60-90 Dollars:

To John Bates, for two hundred Camp-Kettles delivered
to C. Biddle, Deputy Quartermaster-General, the 2d instant,
266 60-90 Dollars:

To the following persons, for which a Warrant is to be
drawn in favour of Mons. Rouville, for the sum of 788
10-90 Dollars, the amount of his six:Accounts, viz :

1. To hostagessent by General Schuyler to Reading, in
Penn.~ylvania, namely: Allan McDonald, Sen., Allan iJ'lc-
Donald, Jun., Alexander McDonald, Rermel ~JtIcDonald,
and Archibald McDonald, their allowancefrom the 4th of
June to the 3d of September,both days inclusive,is 13
week,:,at 2 Dollarseach,is, forthe five,130 Dollars,and for
Angus McDonald and George McDonald, two servants,
13 weeks each, at one Dollar a week, 26 Dollars; of
which they have received from. the Committee of Reading,
27 3-90 Dollars; the balance 128 87-90 Dollars:

2. To Lieutenant Simon Evans, a prisoner sent /i'om
Canada to Reading, for expenses from lUQntreal to Albany,
12 Dollars; and allowance from the 10th of February to
the 23d of August, inclusive, is 28 weeks, at 2 dollars a
week, is, 56 Dollars; the whole 68 Dollars; of which he
received from the Committee of Esopus, for 13 weeks'
allowance, 26 Dollars; leaves a balance due to Lieutenant
Evans, of 42 Dollars:

3. To Captain Anstruther, of the Twenty-Sixth Regi-
ment, for his allowance /i'om the 18th of November to the
23d of August, both days inclusive, is 40 weeks, at 2
Dollars a week, 80 Dollars:

4. To Marcus Lucullus Royal, Master of the Gaspee,
taken the 19th of November, in the river St. Lawrence, for
his allowance to the 22d of August, is 39 weeks and
4-7th8, at 2 Dollars a week, 79 Dollars and 13-90ths; of
which he has received from the Committee of Esopus,
44 Dollars; the balance due to him is 35 Dollars and
13-90ths:

5. To the Canadian Prisoners at Bristol, viz: Mons~
St. Ours, Hervieu.x, Heurimont, de Chambault, and la
Marque, from the 3d of November, the time they were
taken, to the 30th of August, inclusive,43 weekseach,at
2 Dollars, 430 Dollars:

6. To George McKenzie, Mate of the Sloop Hunter,
taken the 4th of November, to the 25th of August, inclusive,
is 42 weeks, at 2 Dollars, 84 Dollars; of which he has
received at Albany, 12 Dollars; the balance is 72 Dollars:

To the following persons, 564 and 85-90ths Dollars,
namely: to Adam Drinkhouse, for his Team from Philadel-
phia to Fredericksburg, in Virginia, 29 days, at 4 Dollars,
and ferriage 7 Dollars, is 123 Dollars; to Martin Hausman,
Bernard Keppelar, and Nathaniel Hoop, who went on the
same journey with their Teams, each 123 Dollars, is 369
Dollars; and to Matthias Koop, for the hire of his WaO"on
from Philadelphia to Bergen Point, with Powder, 9 d:ys,
at 4 Dollars, and ferriage, 2 Dollars and 35-90ths, is ;:38

and 35-90ths Dollars; and to Andrew Read, for the hire of
his Wagon from Philadelphia to New- York, with Medicines,
8 days, at 4 Dol]ars a day, and ferriage, 2 Dollars and
50-90ths, is 34 and 50-90ths Dollars, and that the same
ought to be paid to Robert Erwin, Wagon master General:

To Joseph Hewes, Esq., for cash advanced to the Guard
going with five Wagons to North-Carolina, with wagon-
hire, and casks for Powder, 140 and 25-90ths Dollars:

To John Dennis, for escorting Powder from Egg-Har-
bour to Philadelphia, by order of the Secret Committee,
35 and 23-90ths Dollars.

To Colonel Jonas Clapham, for 53 Rifle Guns bought of
him for the use of Colonel Hngh Stevenson's Rifle Bat-
talion, in Virginia, 896 and 52-90ths Dollars; which is to
be charged to the said Battalion:

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid.
Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of the

Board of War; Whereupon,
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Resolved, That all Letters to and from the Board of War
and Ordnance, or the Secretary of the same, be free of all
eXpf'fiSe in the Post-0ffice of the United States.

The Board having reporteo, that they have considered
the Petition of Jeremiah Balsey, and perused his wrilten
evidence, are of opinion, that the said Halsey ought to
receive the arrears of his pay, and that the resolution of
Congress of the 9th of January last be repealed: as it
appears, that the said Halsey was discharged from the
service, upon a regular certificate from the Surgeon, by the
commanding officer at St. John's, on account of sickness,
on the 13th day of November last, in pursuance of the
ordet' of General Montgomery; the Congress agreed to the
said Report.

Congress proceeded to fill up the vacancies in the Second
~

Pennsylvania Baualion; and the ballots being taken, Joseph
Wood, Esq., was elected Colonel, Thomas Craig, Esq.,
\Vaselected Lieute!lant-CoIQnel, and William Butler, Esq.,
Major.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjoumed to teg Q'clock.,on Monday.

M«mday, September 9, 1776,

Resolved, That four months' Pay, being lQ6 and 2-3ds
Dollars, be advanced to Mons. La Marquisie, Captain and
Engineer in the Northern Army, he to be accountable.

A Letter of the 6th, from General Washington, was
read, and referred to the Board of War.

Resolved, That 500,000 Dollars be sent to the Paymas-
ter-General, for the use of the Army at New- York.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to
hear the parties on the appeal against the verdict and sen-
teoCe (:If condemna60n passed against the Schoo,oer Thistle
and her Cargo.

The Members chosen, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Huntingto,.,
Mr. Paine, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Stone.

Re$olved, That in all CQntin~ntal Commissions and
other Instruments where heretofQrethe words H United
Colonies" have been used, the style be altered, for the
fl,lture, to the" United States."

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was
read.

Ordered, To lie on the table, to be taken into consider-
ation to-morrow morning.

A Memorial from Mons. Pannelier de la Falconniere
was read,and referred to the Marine Committee.

Congress proceeded to the electioo of a Quartermaster
for the Gmftan Battalion; and the bal10ts being taken,

Fredernk Sef:ger was elected..
.

Resolved, That an Order for 136 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasury, in favoQr of George Meade 0/ Co., the same
being in full of a Draft of Samuel Chase and Charles Car-
roll of Carrollton, in favour of JQhn Vienne or order, drawn
at Montreal, 28th May, 1776; and that the same be
ch<lrgedto the accountof the said Messrs. Ch.ase and Car-
roll.

Resolved,That Mr. J. ~~ease be empowered to pay the
Drafts of Captain John Douglass for such parts of the
monthly pay of the Privates in his Company as he shall
specify, and the same, as paid, be charged to the account
of the said Captain. -

The Committee of Treasury'reported that there is due
to William Smith, Continental Druggist, 2490 Dollars and
13-90ths.

.

Ordered, That the same be paid.
Three Petitions, one from Pierre du Calvert, another

from Jacques Pileur, and the third from Andre Pepin, were
read, and referred to the Board of War.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, September 10,1776.

A Letter of the 8th, fi'om General Washingtan, with
sundry Papers enclosed, was read; Whereupon,

Resolved,That the President inform General Wash.ing-
ton it was by !H>meaOs the sense of Congress, in their
Resolve of the 3d instant respecting New- York, that the

Army, or any part of it, should remain in that city a m~
ment longer than be shall think it proper for the publick
service that troops be continued there:

That the Letter fi'om the General be referred to the
Board of Wal'.

A Letter of the 31st of August, fn>m the Commissioners
of Indl:an Affairs, at Pittsburg, was read, and referred to
the Standing Committee for Indian Affairs.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to supply Cap-
tain West, of the Virginia Riflemen, with forty Blankets.

A Petition from Jean Longeay, and t\Vo from Colonel
Seth Warner, with sundry Papers enclosed, were read.

Resolved, That the Petitions from Colonel Warner, with
the Papers enclosed, be referred to the Commissioners ap-
pointed to audit and settle the accounts of the Army in the
Northern Department.

A Letter of the 8th, from M. Tilghman,was read.
The Congresstook into considerf,ltionthe Report of the

Board of War, and, after some tinJe spent thereon,
Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow resolve

itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consid-
eration the said Report.

.

Re$()lvcd, That Mr.J. Mcase be directed to supply the
Dele~ates of Maryland with forty Blankets, for the U~e of
the Troops from that State.

Resolved, That 4,000 Dollars be sent to Zebulon Butler,
Esq., for the use of the two Companies ordered to be raised
in the Town of Westmoreland, he to be accountable for the
same, and that the money be delivered to and forwarded
by the Connecticut Delegates:

That Major William Judd be autbori_zedto muster the
!laid Companies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, September 11, 1776,

Resolved, That an Order for 60,000 Dollars be drawn
on the Treasurer, in favour of Mr. J. Mease, Commissary
for the publick service, he to be accountable.

A Letter from Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-Gen-
eral, of the 7th, with sundry Papers enclosed, was read. .

Resolved,That it be referred to a Committee of three,
and that they be directed and empowered to inquire into
the conduct of Mr. Livingston, Deputy Commissary-Gen-
eral in the Northern Department.

The Members chosen, Mr. Lee, Mr. Hooper, and Mr.
Sherman.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease, Commissary, be directed
to provide Clothing and other Necessaries for the First
Virginia Battalion, now on their march to New- York.

A Memorial from Stephen Pater de la Cossade WaSread,
and referred to the Marine Committee.

Also, a Memorial froOl Seth Warner, and one from Cap-
tains Waite Hopkins and Gideon BrQwnson, of Colonel
Warner's Battalion, were read, and referred to the Board
of War.

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Board of
War, in the room of Colonel Harrison.

The Member chosen, Mr. F. L. Lee.

Congress resolved itself into ,a Committee of the Whole,
to take into considera~ion the Report of the Board of War;
and after some time the President resumed the chair, aod
Mr. Nelson reported that the Commi~tee have taken into

consideration the matter to them referred, and made some
amendments therein, but not having had time to go throuO'h
the whole, desired leave to sit again.

0

Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consid-
eration the Report of the Board of War.

The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, September 12, 1776,

A Letter of the 31st of August, from Joseph Wentworth
to the Secretary of Congress, with an appeal from the
verdict and sentence passed on the trial of the Brigantine
named the Elizabeth, was laid before Congress and read.
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The Committee for Indian Affairs, to whom the Letter
of the 31st of August, from the Commissioners in the
Middle Departrnent, was referred, brought in a Report,
which was taken into consideration : Whereupon,

Resolved, That two tons of Powder and foul' tons of
Lead be immediately sent to Pittsburg, to be disposeAI of
as the Commissioners shall direct:

Tbat the Resolution of Congress respecting the destina-
tion of tbe Battalion commanded by Colonel ill' Coy, be
suspended, and that the Commissioners for Indian Affairs
in the Middle Department be empowered, during tbeir
stay at Pittsburg, to direct the operations of that Bat-
talion:

.

That the measures adopted by the Commissioners, in
the present critical situation of Indian affairs, is approved
of by Congress, who ha\'e the greatest confidence in the
prudence and vigilance of their future conduct.

Resolved, Tbat an Order for 7000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurer, in favour of Colonel M' Coy, for the use of
his Battalion, he to be accountable.

Resolved, That application be made to the Committee
of Pennsylvania for ten thousand Flints to be delivered to
George Morgan, Esq.

The Committee to whom the Letter from Joseph Trumbull,
Esq., with the Papers enclosed, was referred, reported,

.

" That having considered the Same, and r~urring to the
Journal of Congress on Mr. Tru,mblJ,ll'sappoJOtment to the
Commissariat, find the following Resolve on the 8th of July,
1776: 'That the Commissa'r)'-General have full power to
supply both Armies, that upon the Lakes as well as that
at New- York, and also to appoint and employ such persons
under him, and to remOve any Deputy Commissary, as he
shall judge proper aud e~pedient; it being absolutely
necessary that the snpply of both Armie.sshould be under
one direction:'" Whereupon,

Resolved, That the above Reso]utioni~so clear and eX-
plicit, and 50 well contrived to procure the due and proper
discharge of the Commissary's bu~ines~,that the same ought
to be adhered to, and immediately transmitted to the
Commanding Officer in the Not.thew Department, and to
the Commissary-General, as the full sense of Conol'e$S on
tbe Commissal'y-General's right to direct the oper~tions of
his department, both a~ contractor and is~uerof provisions;
and that Mr. Trumbull be informed, Congress expect tbis
will remove his difficu1ties,and induce his continuance in
the officeof Commissary for both Armie~ at New- York and
on the La.ke~.*

"IN CONGRESS, September 11,1776.
A Letter from Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General, with

1J\llldry Papers enclosed. was re~d;
R~solved, That it be referre~ to.a qOlllmittee of three, .and that they

be directed and empowered to mqUire mto the conduct of M:r. Livingston,
Deputy Commiss~ry-General in the Nort.\1ero Department.

The Members chose!): ).\11'.Lee, Mr. Hooper, and Mr. ShermtUl,.

PHILADELPHIA,November 13, 1775.
Mr. James Dean says thl1.t 00 }Jis pl1.!sage from .!/lbany to New- York,

on board Captain Legrarige's vessel, he heard one Leach, a merchant
from Schenectady, say that he sold some provision to Mr. Walter
Livingston, Commissary in the Northern Department, for the use of the
army; that Mr. Livingston produced

.

a receipt for him to sign for twenty-
four pounds more than the sum he was to receive; that he refused to
sign It, alle~ing that it would be unjust; that Mr. Livingston replied that
if he had hIS due it would be no damage to him; and that he would not
pay him unless he signed the receipt. Mr. Leach said he still refused to
sign it, and told tbe Commiss(\ry that he would complain to Congress;
bqt after some further altercation he toJd Mr. Livingston that for one
h~f of the extra ~um he w?uJd sign the receipt, which was complied
with, and the artlc

.

les of his account
.

altered to correspond with the
receipt. Flour was alteret) from sixteen shillings and six pence to
eighteen shillings per cwt.; the price of peas increased nine pence per
bnshel, and three penCe added to the price of each Jlour barrel. Mr.
Leach ment~oned at the same time anoth.er instance wherein Mr. Living-
ston demanded a.nd took a receipt for eight pounds more than he paid
for some service done for the publick, that amounted to about fifty
pounds. Mr. Leach's due was about two hundred pounds. He signed
I.lreceipt for two hundred and twenty-four pounds. Captain Legrange
And his wife, and Mr. James Dean, 111,rjiq1tInterpreter, were present
on board the vessel, and heard the discourse aforesaid.

The Committee appointed to inquire into the conduct of Mr. Living-
ston, late DeP':lty q0!llmissary-Gen~ral .in the Northern Department,
report, as their opmlOn, that the mqUiry ought to be made in the
department where the business was transacted and the witnesses reside:
Therefore,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that the Commis-
sioners appointe~ to settl'! Ac?ou!lts in the Northern Department be
empowered and directed to mqUire mto the conduct of Walter Livingston,
Esq., late Deputy Commiss!l.ry-General in said Department, as to his
management of tbe business of said office, and that this Committee
transmit to said Commissioners what information they have received
on the .~u?ject, an~ suggest .!J1.l~hmJtt~rs as ill their opini?n may require
the attentIOn of saId CommissIOners m the course of the mquiry.

Congress then proceeded to theelectiQQ of SQndryofficers;
and the ballot~being taken,

David M' Clure was dected Chaplain, a.nd Eph1'(1i1ll
Douglas$Qual'termaster of th~ Bana!iQJ1G9Inlpan.dedby
Colonel M' Coy.

John Trumbull, Esq., was elected Deputy Adjutant~
General of tbe Army in the Northern Department, and
:Jlorgan Lewis, Esq., Deputy Ql1arterma~ter-Generat of
the said Army.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to ord~r
the French Officers who have received Commissions frOIJl
Congress to repair immediately to the plac~s of their d~stl-
nation.

Resolved, That Mr.J,Meqsc be direct~d to pay the
First Battalion of Virginia Troops, on their march to N"w-
York, the arrears dl1eto them. .

The Committee of TreaslIry, to whom the Petition of
George Nicholso1l. was referred, retl.\fned t}1esame, and
reported that it ought to be referred to the BPard of War:

Resolved, That the said Petition be referred t9 the Board
of War.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, As it appears from ColQnel Wqmer's repre-
sentation of the state of his Regiment, that Major Painter'4
appointment much obstruct~ the rai,singthe said Regiment,
that, therefore, Major Painter be directed to repair to the
City of Philadelphia, that the matter may be inquired into,
and that it be recommended to Colonel Warner and the
other officers, that they proceed forthwith to raise their men
and complete the Regiment, relying on the justice of Con-
gress for the settlement of the uneasines~ among them:

That the Militia at NeJv- York be paid by the Pay-
master-Ge.neral there, before discharged.

Resolved, That the remaind~rof the Report be recom-
mitted.

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee Qftb~
Wh01e, to take into their furthlJr coosideration the .RlJport
of the Board of Warj and after some time the President
resumed the chair, and Mr. Nelson reported, that the Com-
mittee have had under consideration the matW to tbem
referred, but not having come to a cOt1cl~sion,desire Ie<!.ve
to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consider-
ation the Report of the Board of War.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease he directed to deliver such
a number of Blankets as he has belonging to thl} Continent
to Captain Watkins, for the use of his Company, which is
inlisted to serve during the war, not exceeding one to each
man.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

. Friday, September 13, 1776.

Two Letters, of the 7th and 11th, from General Wash.
ington; one of the 8th from General Greene, and a Resolu
tionof the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, of the
13th, were read, and referred to the BQa.rdof War.

The Committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe,
having returned, made a verbal Report.

.

Ordere~, That they make a Report in writing as SOOI1
as convetJIently they can.

The Committee of the Treasury reported, that there is
due,

To Peter Balcer for 1149 Rations supplied Colonel
Peter Grubb's Battalion of Militia, and ~04 Mea]s to
different Companies of Militia, on their march to New-
Jersey, 1~3 19-90 Dollars:

To John Bates for ~66 Camp-Kettles, delivered to
Gustavus RisbuTl;, Assistant to the Deputy Quartermaster-
General, for the Flying-Camp, 354 60-90 Dollars:

To Richard Cheney for ~91 Meals supplied the Militia
on their march to New-Jersey, 29 9-90 Dollars:

To Charles Ford for ten weeks' Boar<1,Lodging, and
Washing for William Whiting, a wounded Sergeant, from.
the 8th June to 17th August, ten weeks, at 1 1-3 Dollars
per week, 13 30-90 Dollars:

To Major Regonville, Captain Duchene, Lieutenant
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Smith, and Lieutenant Demuraux, Canadian prIsoners, for
their allowance from 3d November, 1715, to 6th September,
1716, inclusive, is 44 weeks, at 2 Dollar:; a week, 352
Dollars, and that the same be paid to Mons. Regonville.

To Robert Towers, for ArtiHery Stores for two three-
pound travelling Cannon, ordered by Joseph Hewes, Esq.,
for the State of NQrth-Carolina, 72 64-90 Dollars:

To Graaf, JJl Clenachan, Hollingsworth, and Grigson,
for which a Warrant is to be drawn in favour of the Hon.

. Thomas Lynch, Esq., for his expenses to andfrom Williams-
burg, with the hire of a Wagon, with Money for South-
Carolina, 267 32-90 Dollars:

To Joseph Beck going Express from Philadelpltia to
Virginia, 340 miles, at 1-6 of a Dollar, 56 Dollars:

.

To Michael Millenberger, for five days' use of his two-
horse Wagons, in transporting the sick Troops in New-
Jersey, of Captain Brown's Company, 13 30-90 Dollars:

To Frederick Bicking, for 221 reams of Paper for
Continental Currency, at 6 - 84-90 Dollars a ream,
1532 24-90 Dollars:

To William Clayton, for 338 Meals of victuals, supplied
the Militia on their In<\rchto New-Jersey, 32 72-90 Dol-
lars:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Two Letters of the 8th, from General Schuyler, with

sundry Papers enclosed; one from Walter Livingston, of
the 7th; and one of the 12th of August, from Brigadier-
General Armstrong, were read:

Ordered, That the foregoing Letters, with the Papers
enclosed in that from General Schuyler, except what relates
to General Montgomery's Accounts, be referred to the Board
of War, and that the Papers relative to the said Accounts
be referred to the Board of Treasury.

Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole to take into con$ideration the Report of the Board
of War; and, after some time, the President resumed the
chair, and Mr. Neuon reported, that the Committee have
had under consideration the matter referred to them, but,
not having yet come to a conclusion, desired leave to sit
again.

.
. Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve

itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into considera-
tion the Report of the Board of War.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, September 14,1776.

A Letter fram R. H. Harrison, Secretary to General
Washington, was read. .

Four French Officers, who arrived in the Reprisal, Cap-
tain Weeks, being recommended to Congress,

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.
The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the Officers of Militia,when on their

march, and while in service, be allowed Rations like the
Officers on the Continental Establishment, without any
allowance of Mileage:

That the Commander-in-Chief in the Northern Army be
directed to erect Barracks and other accommodations in tbe
,most convenient places in that department, and provide
Magazines of Straw, Fuel, and othel" necessaries for win~
tel' quarters, for such number of Troops as he sball think
proper:

That Geoeral Schuyler be informed that his Letter of tbe
16th of last month was duly received, and referred to the
Committee appointed to inquire into the causes of the mis-
carriages in Canada:

That Captain ftfartindale and Lieutenant Turner be
allowed their Pay and Rations to this time, and that they
be referred to the Treasury Board for a settlement of their
Accounts:

That fifteen tons of Powder, twenty thousand Flints, ten
tons of Lead, and one hundred reams of ,Cartridge-paper,
be immediately sent to General Gates, for the use of the
Army in the Northern Department:

That Brigadier-General Armstrong have leave to return
from South- Carolina to Philadelphia:

That Deputy-Commissary Livingston's Resignation be
accepted;

That Captains Wait Hopkins and Gideon Brownson be
referred to tbe Commissioners appointed to audit Accounts
in the Northern Department, for a settlement of their Ac-
counts:

That al! Continental Troops and Militia going home from
service, restore all Continental Arms and other property,
and also all Ammunition remaining in their possession at
the time of their being about to return. Their pay to be
withheld unless they produce certificates from the Commis-
saryrof Stores, or Quartermaster-General, or their Deputies
in the Department where such Continental Troops or
Militia shall serve. And if any Continental property or
ammunition be carried away by the Militia before this
Resolve, stoppages to be made from such as have not
received their pay, and that measures be taken with those
who have been paid by the Councils of Safety, or Legisla-
tures of each State, for the restoration of such Continental
property and ammunition,

A Memorial from Jonathan Glover was read, and referred
to the Marine Committee.

A Letter of the 9th, from General Lee to the Board of
War, was laid before Congress and read.

A Petition from Captains Joseph Gardnel", James lJ'Ic-
Dowell, John McDowell, Samuel Evans, Ephraim Black-
burn, and Stephen Cochran, was read.

Resolved That 25,000 Dollars be advanced to the State
of Mal"yland, which is to be accountable for the same.

The Committees of Westmoreland and Bedford having,
in pursuance of the Resolution of Congress of the 15th July,
recommended Van SweariTlf{en, Moses Carson, Samuel
Miller, James Piggott, Wel!dal Oury, David Killgore,
Eliezer A-liers, and Andrew "lJIann, for Captains in the
Regiment commanded by Colonel McCoy; and

Robert Mosley First Lieutenant, William Thompson
Second Lieutenant, and Benjamin Neely Ensign, in Captain
Van Swearingen's Company;

John Findly First Lieutenant, Alexander Sumrall Second
Lieutenant, and Joseph Kerr Ensign, in Captain Carson's

.Company;
Matthew Jack First Lieutenant, James Guthry Second

Lieutenant, and John Simms Ensign, in Captain lfililler's
Company;

EzeHel Hickman First Lieutenant, Philip Rodgers
Second Lieutenant, and David TVherry Ensign, in Captain
Piggot's Company;

Richard Carson First Lieutenant, Samuel Smith Second
Lieutenant, and Devalt ftfecklin Ensign, in Captain Oury's
Company;

William "lJLGeary First Lieutenant, William Mountz
Second Lieutenant, and Fealty Weaver Ensign, in Captain
Killgore's Company; . .

James McDowell First Lieutenant, James Beelor, Jun.,
Second Lieutenant, and John Reed Ensign, in Captain
Miers's Company;

Thomas Cook First Lieutenant, John Crawford Second
Lieutenant, and Aquilla White Ensign, in Captain Mann's
Company:

Resolved, That they be accepted, and that Commissions
be granted to them accordingly.

Whereas the Delegates of South-Carolina have repre-
sented that, by an arrangement made by Congress on the
18th day of June last, the Regiment of Artillery and two
Regiments of Riflemen raised in that Province will obtai,n
precedency over a Regiment of Rangel"S, though the latter
was raised before either of the former, which may be
attended with consequences extremely prejudicial to the
service; Therefore,

Resolve.d, That the said Regiment of Rangers, com-
manded by Colonel William Thompson, do still keep the
same station it had in the Provincial arrangement, and be
entitled to rank in the same way as other regiments io the
Continental service.

The several maHers to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Moi1<!ay, September 16, 1776.

A Letter of the 14lh, from General Washington; one of
the 9th, from General 8chu!Jler, encl03ing a copy of one
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from General Gates, dated the 6th; and one of the 2d, from inlist to serve "during the present war, unless sooner dis-
General Gates, with sundry Papers enclosed, were read, charged by Congress:
and referred to the Board of War. That Congress make provision for granting Lands, in the

A Letter of the 2d, from General Schuyler, was aJso following proportions: to the Officers and Soldiers who
read: shall so engage in the service, and continue therein to the

Ordered, That this be referred -to the Committee on close of the war, or until discharged by Congress, and to

Indian Affairs. the representatives of such Officers and Soldiers as shall be
slain by the enemy:

There being sundry vacancies in Colonel Warner's Bat- Such lands to be provided by the United St(ltes, and
talion, Congress proceeded to the ~Iection of Officers to fill. whatever expense shall be necessary to procure such land,
up the same; when, the ballots bemg taken, the said expense shall be paid and borne by the States in

John Fasset and - McUne were elected Captains in the same proportion as the other expenses of the war, viz:
the room of John Grant and Jacob Vorsborough, who have To a Colonel, 500 acres; to a Lieutenant-Colonel,
declined to accept their Comr:nissionson account of their ill 450; to a Major, 400; to a Captain, 300; to a Lieu-
state of health; tenant, 200; to an Ensign, 150; each Non-commissioned

Joseph Safford, Thomas Ranson, John Chipman, and Officer and Soldier, 100:
Robert Torrence, First Lieutenants in the room of - That the appointment of all Officers, and filling up
Dean, deceased, Woolbridge and Allen, who decline ser- vacancies, (excepting General Officers,) be left to the
ving, and J. Fassett, promoted; Benjamin Hopkins, Adju- Governments of the several States, and that every State
tanto provideArms,Clothing,and everynecessaryforits quota of

Resolved, That there be an addition of three Brigadiers- troops, according to the foregoing estimate: The expense
General in the Continental Army, and that Congress pro- of the Clothing to be deducted from the pay of the Solaiers,
ceed immediatelyto the choice: as usual: ..

The ballots being taken, Christopher Gadsden, William That all Officers be commissioned by Congress:
Moultrie, and Lachlan McIntosh, were elected. That it be recommended to the several States, that they

A Letter of the 31st of August, from Brigadier-General take the most speedy and effectual measures for inlisting
Lewis, and one of the 30th of the same month, from Wil- their several quotas:
liam Rickman, Director of the Hospital in the Southern That the money to be given for Bounties be paid by the
Department, were read: Paymaster in the Department where the Soldiers shall'

Ordered, That the Letter from w: Rickman be referred inlist :
to the Medical Committee. That each Soldier receive pay and subsistence from the,

time of inlistment.
. Resolved, That 50,000 Dollars be advanced to the
Delegates of Georgia, for the use of the Continental The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
Troops in that State, the said Delegates to be accountable. To Adam Zantzinger, for the expense offive Light-Horse

escorting Money to New- York, and one from thence toResolved, That to-morrow be assigned for appointing Albany, 94 64-90 Dollars:Commissioners to audit the Publick Accounts in Vir- To John Bates, for 300 Camp-Kettles delivered to
gmza. Gustavus Risberg, 400 DoBars:

It beinO"represented by the Delegates of North-Carolina, To Pltilip Baker, for 289 Meals of victuals, supplied
that fro~ late accounts, it appears that the situation of Captains Grier's and Nelson's Companies of Continental
affai'rsin that State is such as to render it dangerous, if not Troops, 1831-90 Dollars: .
impracticable, to execute the Resolution of Congress of the To David Tryon, William Green, Peter Peterson,
3d instant, ordering two of the North-Carolina Battalions, George Landers, and Samuel Brush, for the hire of their
under the command of Brigadier-General Moore, to march Shallops, with Continental Troops and Baggage, from
to reinforce the Army at New- York; Whereupon, Wilmington to Trenton, 104 Dollars:

Resolved, That it be left to the discretion of the Council Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
of Safety of North-Carolina, to execute or suspend that Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for taking intoResolution, according as they shall think it most conducive consideration the Articles of War.to the publick service, and the safety of their particular
State. The several matters to this day referred being postponed,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole, to take into consideration the Report of the Board
of War; and, after some time, the President resumed the
Chair, and MI'. Nelson reported, that the Committee have
had under consideration the Report from the Board of War,
and have made sundry amendments, which they ordered
him to lay before Congress:

Congress then took into consideration the Report of the
Board of War, and the amendments offered by the Com-
mittee of the Whole; and, thereupon, came to the
following Resolutions:

That eighty-eight Battalions be inlisted as soon as
possible, to serve during the present war, and that each
State furnish their respective quotas in the following pro-
portions, viz:

New-Hampshire,- - 3Battalions.
Massachusetts-Bay,- - - - 15 do.
Rhode-Island, - . - - - 2 do.
Connecticut, - 8 do.
New-York, - 4 do.
New-Jersey,- - - 4 do.
Pennsylvania, - - 12 do.
Delaware,- 1 do.
Maryland, - - - 8 do.
Virginia,- - - - - - - 15 do.
North-Carolina,- 9 do.
South-Carolina,- - 6 'do.
Georgia, -. - - - - 1 do.
That twenty Dollars be given as a bounty to each

Non-Commissioned Officer and Private Soldier, who shall

Tuesday, September 17,.1776.

A Letter, of the 23d of August, from V. Dc Coetiry
Prejent, was read:

Resolved, That the same, with the Papers enclosed, be
referred to the Marine Committee.

The State of Maryland having recommended Thomas
Beale, Esq., to be Captain; Peter Contee Hanson, First
Lieutenant; James Lingan, Esq., Second Lieutenant; and
Richard Dorsey, Third Lieutenant, in Colonel Stevensvn's
Battalion; and Elijah Evans, to be a Third Lieutenant in
the said Battalion, in the room of Henry Hardman, who
has resigned,

Resolved, That they be accepted, and Commissions
granted accordingly. .

The Committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe,
agreeable to the order of Congress, brought in a Report in
writing, which was read, as follows:

"In obedience to the orders of Congress, we have had a
meeting with Lord Howe. It was on Wednesday last,
upon Staten-Island, opposite to Amboy, where his Lordship'
received and entertained us with the utmost politeness.

" His Lordship opened the conversation, by acquainting
us, that, though he could not treat with us as a Committee
of Congress, yet, as his powers enabled him to confer and
consult with any private gentlemen of influence in the
Colonies, on the means of restoring peace between the two
countries, he was glad of this opportunity of conferring
with us on that subject, if we thought ourselves at liberty to
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enter into a conference with him in that character. We
observed to his Lordship, that, as our business was to hear,
he might consider us in what light he pleased, and' com-
tnunicate to us any pl'bpos1tionshe might be authorized to
make for the pUt'pose mentioned; but that we could
consider ourselves in no other character than that in which
W~Were placed, by order of Congress. His Lordship then
entered into a discourse of a considerable length, which
contained no explicit proposition of peace, except one,
namely, that the Colonies should return to their allegiance
and obedienjje to the government of Great Britain. The
rest consisted principally of assurances, that thel'e was an
exceeding good disposition in the King and his Ministers to
make that government easy to us, with intimations, that, in
cll.$1jof our submission, they would cause the offensive acts
of Parliament to be revised, and the instructions to Gov-
ernours to be reconsidered: that so, if any just causes of
complaint Were found in the acts, or any erroul's in govern-
ment were perceived to have crept into the instructions,
they might be amended or withdrawn.

"We gave it as o\ll'opiniol1to his Lordship,that a retUrn
to the domination of Great Britain was not now to be
expected. We mentioned the repeated humble petitions of.
the Colonies to the King and Parliament, which had been

.

treated with contempt, and answer~d only by additional
injuriea; the unexampl~d patience We bad shown under
their tyrannical Government, and that it was not till the last
act of Parliament which denounced war against us, and put
Us out of the King's protection, that we declared our inde.
pendence; that this declaration had been called for by tbe
people of the ColOiiie~it! general; that every Colony had
approved of it, when made, and all now considered them..-
selves as independent States, and were settling, or had
settled, their Governments accordingly; so, that it Was not
in the power of Congress to agree for them, that they should
return to their former dependent state; that there was no
doubt of their inclination to peace, and theit willingness to
enter into a treaty with Great Britain that might be
advantageous to both cOlJt!tries; that though his Lordship
had, at preilent, no power to treat with them as independent
States, he might, if there was the same good disposition iii
Britain, moch sooner obtain fresh powers from thence, for
that purpose, than powers could be obtained by Congress,
from the several Colonies, to consent to a submission.

" His Lordship then saying, that he was sorry to find that
no accommodation was like to take place, put an end to the
conference.

"Upon the whole, it did not appear to your Committee,
that his Lordship's commission contained any other authority
than that expressed in the act of Parliament, namely, that
of granting pardons, with such exceptions as the Commis-
sioners shall think proper to make, and of declaring America,
or any part of it, to be in the King's peace, upon submis-
sion; for, as to the power of inquiring into the state of
Amema, which his Lordship mentioned t6 us, and of con-
ferring and consulting with any persons the Commissioners
might think proper, and representing the result of such
conversations to the Ministry, who, provided the Colonies
would subject themselves, might, after all, or might not, at
their pleasure make any alterations in the former instructions
to Governours, or propose in Parliament any amendment
of the acts complained of, we apprehended any expectation
from the effect of such a power would have been too uncer-
tain and precarious to be relied on by America, had she still
continued in her state of dependence."

Ordered, That the foregoing Report, and also the
Message from Lord Howe, as delivered by General Sullivan,
and the Resolution of Congress in consequence thereof, be
published by the Committee who brought in the foregoing
Report.

Ordered, That the
DrumTfwnd's Letters to

lieneral's Answers.

Sundry Resolutionsbeing movedand seconded, in addi-
tion to those passed yesterday, relative to the new Army:
after debate,

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.

A Letter of the 10th, from Brigadier-General Lcwis was
read; also, a Letter of the 13th, from James Forrest was
Yead,and referred to the Board of War.

said Committee publish Lord
General Washington, and the

Congress took into cOllsideration the plan of Treaties'"
to be proposed to foreign natio'ns, with the amendments
agreed to by the Commiuee of the Whole; and. the same
was agreed tb.

Resolved, That the following plan of a Treaty be pro.
posed to His Most Chrfstian Majesty:

Plan of a Treaty with FRANCE.
Thete shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal pmrce,

and a true and sincere friendship, between the Most Serene
and Mighty Prince, Lewis the Sixteenth, the most Christian
King, his heirs and SllccesSOrs,and the United ~States.of
America; and the subjects of the Most Christian King, and
of the said States; and between the countries, islands, cities,
and towns, situate under the jurisdiction of the Most Chris-
tian King, and of the said United States, and the people
and inoabitants thereof of every degree; without exception
of persons or places. And Ihe terms herein mentioned shall
be perpetual between the Most Christian King, his heirs
and successors, and the said United States.

ARTICLE I. The subjects of the Most Christian King
shall pay no other duties, or imposts, in the ports, havens,
roads,countries,islands,cities,or towns,of the said United
States, or any of them, than the natives thereof, or any
commercial companies establishf;'dby them, or any of them,
shall pay, but shall enjoy all other the rights, liberties,
privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, navigation,
and commerce, in passing from one part thereof to another,
:1hdin going to and fron1the same, from and to any part of
the world, which the said natives or companies enjoy.

AR1'tCu: II. The subjects, people, and inhabittiilfs, of
the said United States, and every of them, shall pay no
other dUlies,or imposts, in the ports, havens, roads, countries,
islands, cities, or towns of the Most Christian King, than

"Plan of Treaties gone through in Committee oj the Whole, AUGun 27,
1776, and recommitted, that Instructions ma!! be draw~ conformable
thereto.
.2ugust 29, 1776.-The Committee further empowered to prepare such

Instructions as to them shall seem proper, and make report thereof to
Congress.

There shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal peace, and a true and
sincetefriend~hip between.2. and B., and the subjects of.2. and of B.,
and between the countries, islands, cities, and towns, situate Unl!erth~
jurisdiction of .2. and of B., and the people and inhabitMts ther~of of
every degrM, without exception of persons or places; and the terms
hereln!\fter mentiop.eq shall b~ perpetual between .2. and B.

I. The subjects of 4. shall pay no other duties ot imposts in the
ports, havens, nJads, countries, islands, cities, or towns of B., than the
natives thereof,?r any commercial comp-anies establjshed t~erein _s~all
pay, but shallen)oyall other the rIghts, hbertles, prIVIleges, Imm1nllhes,
and exemptions m trade, navigation,and commerce, in passing from one
patt thereof to another, and in going to I\nd from the same, from and to
any part of the world, which the said natives Or companies enjoy.

11. The subjects of B. shall pay no other duties or Imposts in the
ports, havens, roads, countries, islands, cities, or towns of .2., than the
!1atives thereof, or any commercial companies established tberein; but
shall enjoy all other the ri~hts, liberties, privileges, immunities, and ex-
emptions In trade, navigatIOn, and commerce, In passing from one part
thereof to another, and in going to and from the same from and to any
part of the world, which the said natives or companies enjoy.

111. .2. shall endeavour by all the means in his power, to protect and
defend all vessels, and the effects belonging to the subjects and people
of B. being in his ports, havens, or. roads, or on the seas near to his
countries, Islands, cities, or towns, and to recover and restore to the
right owners, their agents, or. attorneys, all such vessels and effects
which sball be taken within his jurisdiction; and his ships of war or
any convoys sailing under his authority, shall upon all occasions take
under their protection all vessels belonging to the subjects or people of
B., and holding the same course, or gmng the same way, and shall
defend such vessel sO long as they hold the same course or go the sa\lle
way, against all attacks, force, and violence, in the same manner as they
ought to protect and defend vessels belonging to the subjects or people
of .2.

IV. .In like manner B. and his ships of war, and convoys sailing
under his authority, shall protect and defend all vessels and effects be"
longing to the subjects or I;'eople of .2., and endeavour to recover and
restore them, if taken in hIS jurisdiction.

V. .2. and B. shall not receive nor suffer to be received into any of
their ports, havens, roads, countries, islands, cities, or towns, any
pirates or sea-robbers, or afford or suffer any entertainment, assisl&nce,
or provision to be afl'orded to them, but ,1\)all endeavour by all means
that all pirates and sea-robbers and their pa~tners, ~harel's, and abettors
be found out, apprehended, and suffer condIgn pumshment; and all the
vessels and effects piratically taken and brought into the ports and
havens of.2. or B., which can be found, although they be sold, shall
be restored, or satisfaction f!:iven therefor, to the right owners, their
agents or attorneys demandmg the same, and making the right of
property to appear by due proof. '

VI. .1. shall protect, defend, and seCUl'e, as far as in his power, the
subjects or people of B., and their vessels and effects of every kind,
agaLnst all attacks, assaults, violences, injuries, depredations, or plun-
derings by or from the King or Emperor of .,'Iforocco or Jh, and the
States of .2lgiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, a

.

nd any of them, and every other
Prince, State, and Power on the co"st of Barbary, in .2frica, and the
subjects of the said Kings, Emperors, &c., in as full a manner, &c.

V1I. If, in consequence of this treaty, the of should
declare war against ,!1., the said B. shall not assist with men, money,
ships, or any of the articles in this treaty denominated contraband
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the natives of such countries, is]ands, cities, or towns of
France, or any commercial companies established by the
Most Christian King, shall pay, but shall enjoy all other
the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in
trade, navigation, and commerce, in passing from one port
thereof to another, and in going to and from the same, from
and to any part of the world, which the said natives or
companies enjoy.

ARTICLE III. His .Most Christian 1\1ajesty shall retain
the same rights of fishery on the banks of Newfoundland,
and all othel' rights relating to any of the said islands, which
he is entitled to by virtue of the treaty of Paris.

ARTICLE IV. The Most Christian King shall endeavour,
by all the means in his power, to protect and defend all
vessels, and the effects belonging to the subjects, people, or
inhabitants of the said United States, or any of them, being
in his ports, havens, or roads, or on the seas near to his couu-
tries, lands, cities, or towns; and to recover and to restore to
the right owners, their agents, or attorneys, all such vessels
and effects which shall be taken within his jurisdiction;
and his ships of war, or any cOnvoys sailing under his
authority, shall upon all occasions take under their protec-
tion all vessels belong to the subjects, people, or inhabitants,
of the said United States, or any of them, and holding the
same course 01' going the same way; and shall defend such
vessels as long as they hold the same course or go the same
way, against all attacks, force, and violence, in the same
manner as they ought to protect and defend vessels belong-
ing to the subjects of the Most Christian King.

ARTICLE V. In like manner the said United States, and
their ships of war, and convoys sailing under their autbority,
shall protect and defend all vessels and effects belonging to
the Sllbjects of the Most Christian King; and endeavour

to recover and restore them, if taken within the jurisdiction
of the said United States, or any of them.

. ARTICLE VI. The Most Christian King and the said
United States, shall not recei\'e nor suffer to be received,
into any of their ports, ha vens, roads, countries, isla~ds, cities,
or. towns, any pirates or sea-robbers, or afford or suffer any
entertainment, assistance, or provision, to be afforded to
them; but shall endeavour by all means, that aJl pirates
and sea-robber~, and their partners, sharers, and abettors,
be found out, apprebended, and suffer condign punishment;
and aJl the vessels and effects pil'atically taken, and brought
into the ports and havens of the Most Christian King, or the
said United States, which can be found, although they be
sold, shall be restored, or satisfaction given therefor: the
right owners, their agents, or auorneys, demanding the
same, and making the right of property to appear by due
proo~ _

ARTICLE VII. The Most Christian King shaH protect,
defend, and secure, as far as in his power, the subjects,
people, and inhabitants of the said United State,~, and every
of them, and their vessels and effi~cts of every kind, against
all attacks, assaults, violences, injuries, depredations, or plun-
derings, by or from the King or Emperor of Morocco or
Fez, and the States of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, and
any of them, and every other Prince, State, and Power on
the coast of Barbary, in Africa, and the subjects of the
said King, Emperor, States, and Powers, and every of them,
in the same manner, and as effectually and fully, and as
much to the benefit, advantage, ease, and safety of the said
United States, and every of them, and of the subjects,
people, and inhabitants thereof, to all intents and purposes,
as the King and Kingdom of Great Britain, before the

commencement of the present war, protected, defended, and

~oods, or in any other way. And if .11., to favour the said B., shall shall forthwith discharge the ship, and not hinder her by any means
Join in the present war against, .11. shall not make a separate freely to prosecute the voyag-e on which she was bound.
peace, XVI. On the contrary it IS agreed, that whatever shaI! be found to

VIII. In case of any war between .11.and, .11. shall never in- be laden by the subjects or people of either party, on any ship belong-
vade, nor attempt to invade, or get possession for himself of , nor ing to the enemy of the other, or to his subjects, although it be not of
any of the countries, cities, or towns, on the continent of, the sort of prohIbited goods, may be confiscated in the same manner as
nor of the islands of , nor any other island near to the said conti- if it belonged to the enemy himself, except such goods and merchan-
nent, in the seas, or in any gulf, bay, or river thereof, it being the true dises as were put on board such ship before the declaration of war, or
intent and meaning of this treaty, that the said B. shall hilVe the sole, even after such declaration, if so be it were done without the knowledge
exclusive, undivided, and perpetual possession of all the countI~es, cities, of such declaration. So that the goods of the suhjects and people of
and towns, on the said continent, and of all islands near to it, whenever either party, whether they be of the nature of such as are prohibited or
they be confederated or united with B. otherwise, which, as is aforesaid, were put on board any ship beJong-

That .11.be permitted to retain the same rights of fishery on the banks ing to an enemy before the war, or after the declaration of It without
of .VclIjoundland, and all other rights relating to any the said isJands, knowledge of it, shall nowise be liable to confiscation, but shall well and
which he is entitled to hy virtue of the treaty of Paris. truJy be restored without delay to the proprietors demanding the same,

IX. Nor shall .1. at any time make any claim or demand to the said but so as that if the said merchandises be contraband, it shall not
bl'countries, islands, cities, and towns mentioned in the next preceding any ways lawful to carry them afterwards to any ports belonging to

article, or any of them, or to any part thereof, for or on account of any the enemy.
assistance affordl'd to B. in attacking or conquering the same, or in XVII. And that the more effectual care may be taken for the security
obtaining such submission or confederation as has been mentioned in of the subjects and people of both parties, that they suffer no injury by
the preceding articles, nor on any other account whatever. the men-of-war or privateers of the other party, all the commanders of

X. If in any war .11. shall conquer or get possession of , now the ships of .11.and of B., and all their subjects and peo£le, shall be for.bid
under the jUrIsdiction of , or any of them, or any dominions of doing any injury or damage to the other side; and If they act to the

, in , the subjects or people of B. sha}] enjoy the same contrar"y they shall be punished, and moreover shall be bound to make
rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemptions in trade, com- satisfaction for.all matter of damage and the interest thereof, by repara-
merce, and navigation, to and from the said, that are mentioned tion, under the pain and obligation of their person and goods.
in the second article in this treaty. XVIII All ships and merchandises, of what nature soever, which

Xl. It is the true intent and meaning of this treaty, that no higher or sha}] be rescued out of the hands of any pirates or robbers on the high
other duties shall he imposed on the exportation to B. of any thIng of seas, shall be brought into some port of either State, and shall be dehv-
the growth, production, or manufacture of , now belonging to, or ered to the custody of the officers of that port, in order to be restored
which may hereafter belong to .11., than the lowest that are or shall be entire to the true proprietor as soon as due and sufficient proof shall be
imposed on the exportation thereof to , or to any other part 0"£ made concerning the property thereof,
the worJd. XIX. It shall be lawful for the ships of war of either party, and pri-

XII. It is agreed by and between the said parties, that no duties vateers, freely to carry whithersoever they please, the ships and goods
whatever more than shall ever hereafter be imposed on the export- taken from their enemies, without being obliged to pay any duty to the
ation of from any of the islands and dominions of .1. to B. officers of the Admiralty or any other judges: nor sha}] such prizes be

XIII. The subjects or people of B. beinR" merchants and residing arrested or seized where they come to and enter the ports of either
in , and their property and effects, shall he exempt from. party; nor shall the searchers or other officers of those places search

XIV. The merchant ship of either of the parties, which shall be the same, or make examination concerning the lawfulness of such
making into a port belonging to the enem

'l
of the other ally, and con- prizes; but they may hoist sail at any time, and depart and carry their

eerning whose voyage, and the species 0 goods on board her, there prizes to the place expressed in their commissions, which the com-
sha}] be just grounds of suspicion, shall be ohliged to exhibit, as well manders of such shiJi's of war shall be obliged to show. On the con-
upon the high seas as in the ports and havens, not only her passports, trary, no shelter or refuge shall he given in their ports to snch as shall
hut likewise certificates expressly showing that her goods are not of the have made prizes of the subjects, people, or property of either parties;
number of those which have heen prohibited as contraband. but if such should come in, being forced by stress of weather or the

XV. If, by the exhibiting of the abovesaid certifiCtltes, the other party danger of the sea, all proper means shall be vigorously used, that they
discover there are any of those sorts of goods which are prohibited and go out and retire from thence as soon as possible.
declared contraband, and consigned for a port under the obedience of XX. If any ships belonging to either of the parties, their subjects or
his enemies, it sha]] not be Jawful to break up the hatc.hes of such ship, people, sha}], within the coasts or dominions of the other, stick upon
or to open any chest, coffers, packs, casks, or any other vessels found the sands or be wrecked, or suffer any other damage, all friendly assist-
therein, or to remove the smallest parcels of her goods, whether such ance and relief shall be given to the persons shipwrecke,l, or such as
belong to the subjects or people of .:1. or B., unless the lading he brought shall be in danger thereof; and letters of safe conduct shall likewise be
on shore in the presence of the officers of the Court of Admiralty, and given to them for their free and quiet passage from thence, and the
an inventory thereof made, but there sha]] be no allowance made to return of everyone to his own country.
sell, exchange, or alienate the same in any manner, until after that due XXI. In case the subjects and people of either party, with their
and lawful process shall have been had against such prohibited goods, shipping, whether pub lick and of war, or private and of merchants, be
and the Court of Admiralty shall, by a sentence ~r0l!0unced, have con- forced, through str~ss of weat.h.er, pursuit of pirates or enemies, or any
fiscated the.same, savIng always as well the shIp Itself as any ot.her other urgent necessIty, for seekmg of shelter and harbour, t.o.retreat and
goods found therein, which by this treaty are to he est.eemed free; enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, havens, roads, ports, or
neither may they be det.ained on pretence of their being, as it were, shores helonging to the other party, they shall he receiv.ed and treated
infect.ed by the prohihited goods, much less sha]] they be confiscated as wit.h all humanity and kindness,

.

and enjoy all friendly: protection and
lawful prize; but if not the whole cargo, but only part. thereof, shall help; and t.hey shall be permitted to refresh and provIde themselves at
coosist of prohibited or ~o!Itraband !roods, and the commander of the r~as0l!able rates with victu~l~ and alf.thing:s needful for the sustenance
shIp shall be ready and wllhng to deliver them to the capt.or who hl\s of their persons or reparatLOn of thetr shIps and convemency of t.heir
discQvet7ed them, in such case the captor, having received those goods, voyage; and they shall no ways be detained or hindered from returning
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secured the people and inhabitants of the said United States,
then called British Colonies in America, their vessels and
effects, against all such attacks, assaults, violences, injuries,
depredations, and plunderings. .

ARTICLE VIII.. If, in consequence of this treaty, the
King of Great Britain should declare war against the MC?st
Christian King, the said United States shaH not assist Great
Britain in such war with men, money, ships, or any the
articles in this treaty denominated" contraband goods."

ARTICLE IX. The Most Christian King shaH never
invade, nor, under any pretence, attempt to possess himself
of Labrador, New-Britain, Nova-Scotia, Acadia, Cana.da,
Florida, nor any of the countries, cities, or towns on the
Continent of North America, nor of the Islands of New-
foundland, Cape Breton, St. John's, Anticosti, nor of any
other island lying near to the said continent in the seas,
or in any gulph, bay, or river, it being the true intent and
meaning of this treaty, that the said United States shall
have the sole, exclusive, undivided, and perpetual possession
of the countries, cities, and towns on the said continent, and
of all islands near to it, which now are, or lately were under
the jurisdiction of, or subject to the King or Crown of Great
Britain, whenever they shall be united or confederated with
the said United States.

ARTICLE X. The subjects, inhabitants, merchants, com-
manders of ships, masters and mariners of the States, Pro-
vinces, and dominions of each party respectively, shall abstain
and forbear to fish in aH places possessed, or which shall be
possessed by the other party. The Most Christian King's
subjects shall not fish in the havens, bays, creeks, roads,
coasts, or places which the said United States hold, or shall
hereafter ho]d; and, in like manner, the subjects, people,
and inhabitants of the said United States shall not fish in

out of the said ports or roads, but may remove and depart when and
whither they please, without any let or hindrance.

XXII. The subjects, inhabitants, merchants, commanders of ships,
masters and mariners of the States, Provinces, and dominions of each
party respectively, shall abstain and forbear to fish in all places pos-
sessed, or which shall be possessed, by the other party. .I1.'s subjects
shall not fish in the havens, bays, creeks, roads, coasts, or places which
B. holds, or shall hereafter hold; and, in the like manner, the subjects
and people of B. shall not fish in the havens, bays, creeks, roads,
coasts, or places which .11.possesses, or shall h~reafter possess; and if
any ship or vessel shall be found fishing contrary to the ten our of this
treaty, the said ship or vessel, with its lading, proof being made thereof,
shall be confiscated. .

XXIII. For the better promotinO' of commerce on both sides, it is
agreed, that if a war shall break out 'between the said two nations, six
months after the p..ocJamation of war shall be allowed to the merchants
in the cities and towns where they live, for settling and transporting
their goods and merchandises; and if any thing be taken from them, or
any injury be done them within that te..m by either party, or the people
or subjects of either, full satisfaction shall be made for the same.

XXIV. No subjects of.l1. shall apply for or take any commission or
letters of marque for arming any ship or ships to act as privateers
against B., or the subjects or people of B., or any of them, 0.. the pro-
perty of any of them, from any Prince

0" State with which B. shall be
at war; nor shall any citizen or subject of B. apply for or take any
commission or letters of marque for a..ming any ship or ships to act as
privateers against the subjects or people of .11., or any of them, or the
property of any of them, t..om any Prmce or State with which .11. shall
be at war; and if any person of either nation shall take such commis-
sion or letters of ma..que, he shall be punished as a pirate.

XXV. It shall not be lawful for any foreign privateers not beJonging
to the subjects or people of JJ.. or of B., who have commissions f..om
any other Prince or State in enmity with either nation, to fit their ships
in the ports of either the one or the othe.. of the aforesaid parties, to sell
what they have taken, or in any other manner whatsoeve.. to exchange
either ShIPS, merchandises, or any other lading; neither shall they be
allowed even to purchase victuals, except such as shall be necessa..y for
their going to the next port of that Priuce or State from which they
have commissions.

XXVI. It shall be lawful for all and singu!ar the subjects and people
of il. and B, to sail with their ships, with all manner of liberty and
security, no distinction being made who are the prop..ietors of the mer-
chandises laden thereon from any port to the pJaces of those who now
are, or hereafter shall be, at enmity with .fl. or B. It shall likewise he
lawfn] for the subjects and peopJe aforesaid to sail with the s11ips and
merchandises aforementioned, and to trade with the same liberty and
security from the places, ports, and havens of those who are enemies
of both or either party, without any opposition or disturbance whatso-
ever, not only directly from the places of the enemy.aforementioned to
neutral places, but also from one place belon~ng to an enemy to another
place belonging to an enemy, whether they IJe under the jurisdiction of
the same p..ince or under several: and it IS hereby stipulated that ft'ee
ships shall also give a freedom to g-oods, and that every thing shall be
deemed to be free and exempt whIch shall be fOlmd on boa..d the ships
belonging to the subjects of either of the confederates, although the
whoJe lading or any part thereof should appertain to the enemies of
either, contraband goods being always excepted. It is also agreed, in
like manner, that the same Jiberty be extended to persons who are on
boa..d a f..ee ship with this effect, that, aJthough they be enemies to both
or either party, they are not to be taken out of that free ship, unless
they are soldiers and in actual se..vice of the enemies.

XXVII. This liberty of navigation and commerce shall extend to all
kinds of merchandises, excepting 'those only which are distinguished by
the name of contraband; and under the name of cont..aband or prohib-
ited goods shall be comprehended arms, great guns, bombs, with their

the havens, hays, creeks, roads, coasts, or places which the
Most Cbristian King possesses, or shall hereafter possess.
And if any ship or vessel shall be found fishing contrary to
the tenour of tbis treaty, the said ship or vessel, with its
lading, proof being made thereof, shall be confiscated.

ARTICLE XI. If in any war the Most Christian King
sha]] conquer; or get possession of the islands in the Hfest-
Indies, now under the jurisdiction of the King or Crown of
Great Britain, or any of them, or any dominions of the said
King or Crown in any other parts of the WQrld, tbe subjects,
people, and inhabitants of the said United States, and every
of tbem, shall enjoy the same rights, liberties, privileges,
immunities, and exemptions, in trade, commerce, and navi-
gation, to and from the said islands and dominions, that are
mentioned in tbe second article of this treaty.

ARTICLE XII. It is the true intent and meaninO' of this
treaty, that no higher 01' other duties shaH be imposed on
the exportation of any thing of the growth, production, or
manufacture of the islands in the West-Indies now belong-
ing, or which may hereafter belong to the Most Christian
King, to the said United States, or any of them, than the
lowest that are or shall be imposed on the exportation thereof
to Prance, or to any other part of the world.

ARTICLE XIII. It is agreed by and between the said
parties, that no duties wbatever shall ever hereafter be
imposed on the exportation of molasses from any of tbe
islands and dominions of the .Most Christian KinO' in the
West-Indies, to any of these United States.

0

ARTICLE XIV. The subjects, people, and inhabitants
of the United States, or any of them, beinO' merchants and
r:siding in France, and their property anl effects of ~very
kmd, shall be exempt from the droit d'aubaine.

ARTICLE XV. The merchant ship of either of the par-

fusees and othe~ thing's lselonging to them, fire-balls, gunpowder, match,
cannon-balls, pIkes, swords, lances, spears, halberds, mortars, petards,
granadoes, saJtpetr~, musk~ts,m.usket.baIls, helmets, head-pieces, bt'east-
plates, coats of maIl, and lIke ~1I1ds or arms proper for arming soldiers,
Jllusket-rests, belts, horses wIth theIr furmture, and all other warlike
IIIstruments whatever. These merchandises which follow shall not be
reckoned among contraband or prohibited goods, that is to say, aU
s?rts of cloths, and all other m~nuf.'lctures woven of any woo], flax,
stlk, cotton, or any other materIals whatever; all kinds of wearing
apparel, together with the species whereof they are used to be made'
gold and silve.. as well coined as uncoined, tin, iron, lead, copper, brass;
coals; as also wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn or pulse'
tobacco, and likewise all manne.. of spices; salted and smoked flesh;
saJted fish! cheese and butte\, ~eer, oils, wines, sugars, and aU sorts of
salt; and 111genera] all prOVISIOns which serve for the nourishment of
mankind and the sustenance of life; furthermo..e, all kinds of cotton
hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, cables, sails, sailcloth, ancho..s, and any
parts of anchors; also ShIP masts, planks, boards and beams of what
trees soever, and all things prope~ eithe.. for building or repai..ing ships,
and all other goods whatever, whICh have not been worked into the form
of any instrument or thing prepared for wa.. by]and or sea, sh&Il not
be ..eputed cont..aband, much less such as has been aJready wrought and
lJ1ade up for an'y ot~er use, all which sha}l whony be reckoned among
f..ee goods, as lIkewIse ~Il other mer~hand!~es and things which are not
comp..ehended and particularly mentIOned 111the foreO'oing enumeration
of cont..aband goods, so that they may be transported' and carried in the
freest manner by the subjects of both confederateR, even to pJaces belong-
mg to an enemy, such towns and places being only excepted as are at
that time besieged, blocked up, or invested.

XXYIII. To the end that all m~riner of dissension? I1;ndquarrels may
be aV~Ided and preven~ed on one sIde and the other, It IS agreed, that in
case eIther of the partIes hereto shall be en O'aO"edin war the ships and
vess:ls be]OI~ging to the subjects ami peopl~ ~f the oth;r ally must be
furmshed Wtth sea ~etters or passports expressing the name, prope..ty,
and bulk of the shIp, as a]sothe name and place of habitation of the
maste~ 0.. commander of the said ship, that it may appear thereby that
the, ship really and truly belongs to the subjects of one of the parties,
wl1tch passport shall be made out aorol granted accordin" to the form
~n~exed to ,this treaty: they shall likewise be recalled ev~ry year, that
~s, ~f th~ shIp happens to return. hom~ within the space of the yea... It
IS hke":lse agreed, that such shIps ~emg laden are to be provided not
only wIth passports as above mentIOned, but also with certificates con-
taiping the se~eral part}culars of the cargo, the place whence the ship
salle.d and whIther she IS bound, that so it may be known whether any
for\}[dden 0.. contraband goods be on board the same, which certificates
shall be made out by the officers of the place whence the ship set sail
in the accustomed form; and if anyone shall think it fit or advisable t~
express in the said certificates the person to whom the goods on board
belong, they may freely do so.

XXIX. The ships of tbe subjects or people of either of the parties
co.ming upon an.y coasts belonging to either of the said aJlies, but not
wIllIng: to e~ter mto port, or bemg entered into port, and not wiIli!lg to
unload their cargoes or break hulk, shall not be obliged to give an
account of their lading, unless they should be suspected, upon some
~a~ifest tokens, of ca ying to the ~nemy of the other aIly any pro-
hlblte~ good~ caIled contraband;. and 111case of s~ch manifest suspicion,
the ~a!d .subJects or peorle of either of the partIes, shaIl be obliged to
exhIbit III the ports theIr passports and certificates, in the manner be-
fore specified,

X,XX. If the ships, of !he saj~ .subjects or people of either of the
pa..tIes, shall be .met wIth either saIlmg aJong the coasts, or on the high
se~s, by any shIp of , war of the other, or. ~)y any p..ivateers, the said
ships of war 0.. prIvateers, for. the aVOldm~ of any disorder shall
remain out of cannon-shot, and may send theIr boats aboard th~ mer-
chant ship which they shall so meet with, and may enter her to the num-
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ties which shaH be making into a port belonging to the
enemy of the other ally, and concerning wbose voya~e, and
tbe species of goods on board bel', there sball be just grounds
of suspicion, shall be obliged to exhib'lt, as well upon tbe
high seas as in tbe ports and havens, not only her passports,
but likewise certificates expressJy sbowing that her goods
are not of the number of those which have been prohibited
as contraband.

ARTICLE XVI. If, by exhibiting the above eertificates,
the other party discover there are any of those sorts of goods
which are prohibited and declared contraband, and con-
signed for a port under the obedience of his enem~es, it
shaH not be lawful to break up the batches of such shIp, or
to open any chest, coffers, packs, casks, or any other vessels
fonnd therein, or to remove the smallest parcels of her goods,
whether such ship belong to the subjects of France or the
inhabitants of the said United States, unless the lading be
brought on shore, in the presence of the officer of the_
Court of Admiralty, and an inventory thereof made; but
there shaH be no allowance to sell, exchange, or alienate the
same in any manner, untiJ after tbat due and ]awful process
shall have been had against such pl'Ohibited goods, and the
Courts of Admiralty sball, by a sentence pronounced, have

confiscated the same; saving always as well the ship itself
as anv other goods found therein, which by this treaty are to
be esteemed free; neither may they be detained on pretence
of their being, as it were, infected by the prohibited goods,
much less shaH they be confiscated as lawful prize. But if
not the whole cargo, but only part thereof, shall consist of
prohibited or contraband goods, and the commander of the
ship shall be ready and willing to deliver them to the captor
who bas discovered them, in such case the captor, having
received those goods, shall forthwith discbarge the ship, and

bel' of two or three men only, to whom the master or commander of such
ship or vessel shall exhibit his passport concerning- the property of the
ship, made out accordin

f
cr to the form inserted in thIs present treaty; amI

the ship, when she shal have showed such passport, shall be free and
at liberty to pursue her voyage, so as it shall not be lawful to molest or
search her in any manner, or to give her chase, or force her to quit her
intended course.

It is also agreed that all goods, when once put on board the ships or
vessels of either party, shaH be subject to no further visitation; but aH
visitation or search shaH be made beforehand, and all prohibited goods
shall be stopped on the spot, before the same be put on board the ships
or vessels of the respective States; nor shall either the persons or goods
of the subjects oC His Most Christian Majesty, ?r the Vnited States, be
put under any arrest or molested by any other kll1d of embargo for that
cause; and only the subjects of that State to whom the sajd goods have
been or shaU be prohibited, and shaH presume to seH or ahenate such
sort of goods, shall be duly punished for the offence.

Form of the Passports and Lettas whieh al"e to be given to the Ships and
B~l"ks which shall go aceD1'ding to the ,,1l"ticleof this Tl"eaty.

To all who shall see these pl"esents, Gl"eeting: It is hereby made known,
that leave and permission has been given to , master and com-
mander of the ship called, of the town of , burthen tons
or thereabouts, IYll1g at present in the port and haven , and bound
for , and laden with, after that his ship has been visited, and
before sailing he shall make oath before the officers who have the
jurisdiction of maritime affairs, that the said ship belongs to one or
more of the subjects of ,

'
the act w~ereof shall be put at the end

of these presents; as likewIse, that he wIll keep, and cause to be kept
by his crew on board, the marine ordinances and regulations, and enter
into the proper office a list signed and witnessed of the crew of his
ship, and all who shaU embark on board her whom he shall not take
on board without the knowledge and permission of the officers of the
marine; and in every port or haven where he shall enter with his ship,
he shaH show this,present leave to the officers and judges of the marine,
and shall give a fmthful account to them of what passed and waS done
during his voyage. .

Witness whereof we have signed these presents, and put the seal of
our arms thereunto, and caused the same to be countersigned by ,at

, the day of , A. D

Forllt of the /Iet containing the Oath.

We , of the Admira]ty of , do certify, master of the
,ship named in the above passport, hath taken the oath mentioned
therein. Done at , the, day of , A. D

FOl"m of the CertVicate to be requil"ed of and to be gil'en by the .J1f(fgistrates
or O.ffieers qf the Custom.s oj the Town and Port in their ,-espectire Towns
and Ports, to the ships (lnd vessels which saUfrom thence, accD1-ding to the
directions of the .IMiele of thispresent Treaty_
We _,magistrates [or officers of the customs) of the town and

port of , do certify and attest, that on the day of the month
of , in the year of our Lord , persona]]y appeared before
us , of , and declared bya solemn oath that the ship or vessel
cfil1ed , of about tons, whereof, of , his usual place

of habitation, is master or command~r, does rightfully and properly
belong to him and other subjects of , and to them alone; that
she is now bound from the port of to the port of , !aden with
the goods and merchandises hereunder particularly described and enume-
ratea, that is to say as follows:

not hinder her by any means freely to prosecute the voyaO'e
on which she was bound.

0

ARTICLE XVII. On the contrary, it is agreed that
whatever shall be found to be laden by the subjects and
iulnbitants of eitber party, on any ship belonging to the
enemy of the other, or to his subjects, althcugh it be not oJ
the sort of prohibited goods, may be confiscated in the same
manner as if it belonged to the enemy himseJf, except such
goods and merchandise as were put on board such ship
before the declaration of war, or even after such declaration,
if so be it were done witbout the know]edge of such decla-
ration, so tbat the goods of the subjects or people of either
party, whether they be of the nature of such as are pro-
hibited, or otherwise, which, as is aforesaid, were put on
board any ship belonging to an enemy before the war, or
after the declaration of it, without the knowledge of it, sball
no wise be liable to confiscation, but shall well and truly be
restored without delay to the proprietors demanding the
same; but so as that if tbe said mercbandises be contraband,
it shall not be any ways lawful to carry them afterwards to
any ports belonging to the enemy.

ARTICI.E XVIII. And that mO'l'eeffectual care may be
taken for the security of the subjects and inhabitants of both
parties, that they suffer no injury by the men-of-war or
pri\'ateers of tbe other party, all the commanders of the ships
of the Most Christian King, and of the said United States,
and all tbeir subjects and inhabitants, shall be forbid doing
any injury or damage to the other side; and if they act to
the contrary they shall be punished; and shall moreover, be
bound to make satisfaction for all matter of dama"e, and the
int~rest there.of, by reparation, under tbe penalty and obli-
gatIon of theIr persons and goods.

ARTICLE XIX. All ships and merchandises of what

In witness whereof we have signed this certificate, and sealed it with
the sea] of our office.

Given the day of the month of , in the year of our Lord

Report of the Committee on the plan of Treaties, 8(c., September 10, 1776.

There shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal peace and a true and
silwere friendship between the Most Serene and Mighty Prince Lewis
the Sixteenth the MostChristian King, his heirs and successors, and
the United States of .1me,..;ca; 8!IId the subjects of the Most Christian
King, and of the said States; and between the countries, islands, cities,
and towns situElte under the jurisdiction of the Most Christian King and
of the said United States, and the people and inllabitants thereof, of
every degree wi~hout exception of persone or places; and the terms
heremafter mentIOned shall be perpetual between the Most Christian
King, his heirs and successors, and the said United States.

ARTIC~E 1. ~he subje:ts of tbe Most Christian King sha]] pay no
other dulies, or Imrosts, III the ports, havens, roads, countries, islands,
cities, or towns 0 the said United States, or any of them, than the
natives thereof, or any commercia] companies established by them, or
any of them, sha]] pay, but shall enjoy a]] other the ricrhts, Jiberties,
privileges, immunities, and exemptions III trade, navigatTon, and com-
merce, in passing from one part thereof to another, and in going to and
from the s,,;me, fr?m and to any part of the world, which the said natives,
or compallles,'enJoy.

ARTICLE 2. The subject~, people, and inhabitants of the said United
States, and every of them, shaH pay no other duties, or imposts, in the
ports, havens, roads, countries, islands, cities, or towns of the ]\IIost
Christian King, than ,the natives of such countries, islands, cities, or
toW!?S ,of P,'f!nce, or any commercial cO,mpanies establish~d by the Most
Chnstmn KlOg, shaU pay, but shaU enJoy aU other the rI"hts, liberties,
privileges, immunities, and exemptions 10 trade, navigat~n, and com-
merce, in passing from one part thereof to another, and in going to and
from the same, from and to any part of the worJd, which the said
natives, or companies, enjoy.

ARTICLE 3. The Most Christian King shall endeavour, by a]] the
means in his power, to pmtect and de{end all vessels, and the effects
belonging to the subjects, people, or inhabitants, of the said United
States, or any of them, being in his porta, havens,-or roads, or on the
seas, near to his countries, islands, cities, or towns, and to recover or
restore, to the ~ight owners, their al;:en.ts, ~r ~tt,!rn~y~, all such vessels,
and effect" WhICh shall be taken witiun hIS JurIsdICtIOn, and his ships
of~ar, or any convoJ:s sailing. under his authority,_ shall upon all oc-
casIOns take under thelr rroteclion all vessels belongm~ to the subjects _

people, or inhabitants 0 the said United States, or any of them, and
holding the same course, or /:,oing the same way, and shall defend such
vessels as long as they hold the same cours.e, or go the same way
against all attacks, force, and violence, in the same manner as they
ought to protect and defend vessels belonging to tne subjects of the
Most ChrIstian King.

ARTICLE 4. In like manner the said United Strdes, and their ships of
war, and convoys sailing under their authority, shall protect and defend
all vessels and effects belonging to the subjects of the Most Christian
King, and endeavour to recover and restore them, if taken within the
jurisdiction of the said United States, or any of them.

ARTICLE 5. The Most Christian King, and the ~aid United States
shall not receive, nor suffer to be received into any of their ports, havens'
roads, countries, islands, cities, or towns, any pirates or sea-robb~l's'
or afford or suffer any entertainment, El,sistanee, or provisions to b~
offered to them, but sha]] endeavour by all means, that all pimtes and
sea-robbers, and their partners, sharer" and abettors, be found out ap-
prehended, and suffer condign punishment; and all the ves§els' and
effects pir"tically taken, and brought into the ports or havens of the
Most Christian King, or the said United States, which can be found
although they be sold, shall be restored, or satisfaction given therefor, t~

'*'



1351 CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, SEPTEMBER 17, 1776. 1352

nature soever, wbich shall be rescued out of the hands of
any pirates or robbers on the high seas, shaH be brought
into some port of either State, and shaH be delivered to the
custody of tbe officers of that port, in order to be restored
entire, to the true proprietor, as soon as due and sufficient
proof shall be made concerning the property thereof.

ARTICLE XX. It shall be lawful for the ships of war of
either party, and privateers, freely to carry, whithersoever
they please, the ships and goods taken frorb their enemies,
without beinO"obliO"edto pay any duty to the officers of theo 0 .
Admiralty, or any other judges; nor shall such pnzes be
arrested or seized when they corne to and enter the ports of
either party; nor shaH the searchers or other officers of
those places search the same, or make examination con-
cerning the lawfulness of such prizes; but they may hoist
sail at any time, and depart, and carry their prizes to the
place expressed in their commissions, which the commanders
of such ships of war shall be obliged to show. On the con-
trary, no shelter or refuge shall be gi\'en in their ports to
such as shall have made prize of the subjects, people, or
property of either of the parties; but if such should come.
in, being forced by stress of weather, or the danger of the
sea, aH proper means shall be vigorously used, that they
go out and retire from thence as soon as possible.

ARTrCLE XXI. If any ships belonging to either of the
parties, their subjects, or people, shall, within the coasts or
dominions of the otber, stick upon the sands, or be wrecked,
or suffer any other damage, all friendly assistance and re1ief
shall be given to the persons shipwrecked, or such as shall
be in danger thereof; and letters of safe conduct shall like-
wise be given to them for their free and quiet passage from
thence, and the return of everyone to his own country.

ARTICIAE XXII. In case the subjects and people of

the right owners, their agents or attorneys demanding the same, and
making the right of property to appear by due proof.

A~TICLE 6. The Most Christian King shall protect, defend, and
~ecure, as far as in his power, the subjects, people, and inhabitants of
the said United States, and every of them, and their vessels and effects
of every kind, against all attacks, assaults, violences, injuries, depreda-
tions, or plunderings, by or from the King or Emperor of :Morocco or
Fez, and the States of .ngiers, Tunis, and Tripuli, and any of them, and
every other Prince, State, and Power, on the coast of Barbary in
.Ilfrica, and the subjects of the said liings, Emperors, States, and
Powers, and of every of them, in thesame manner, and as effectually
and fully, and as much to the benefit, advantage, ease, and safety, of
the said Unittd States, and every of them, and of the subjects, people,
and inhabitants thereof, to all intents and purposes, as the King and
Kingdom of Great Britain, before the commencement of the present
war, protected, defended, and secured the people and inhabitants of the
said United States, then called the British. Colonies in NOI.th. .america,
their vessels and effects, against all such attack~, assaults, violences,
injuries, depredations, and plundering-so

ARTICLE 7. Ifin consequence of thIS treaty the King of Great Britain
should declare war against the Most Christian King-, the said United
States shall not assist Great Britain in such war wIth men, money,
ships, or any of the articles in this treaty denominated contraband
goods.

ARTICLE 8. In case of any war between the Most Christian King and
the King of Great Britain, the Most Christian King shall never invade,
nor under any pretence attempt to possess himself of Labra4or, oIYew
Britain, Nova Scotia, .acadia, Canada, Florida, nor any of the countries,
cities, or towns, on the Continent of North. .america, nor of the islands of
Newfoundland, Cape Breton, St. John's, .anticosti, nor of any other island
lying near to the said Continent, in the seas, or in any gulf, bay, or river,
it being the true intent and meaning ?f this !r~aty, that the said
United States shall have the so]e, exclusIve, undivIded, and ,perpetual
possession of all the countries, citits, and towns, on the said Continent,
and of all islands near to it, which now are, or ]ately were, under the
jurisdiction of, or subject to, the King or Crown of Great Britain, when-
ever they shall be umted or confederated. ,,:ith sa~d United States.

ARTICLE 9. Nor shall the Most ChrIstIan KIng at any time' make
any claim or demand to the said countries, islands, cities, and towns,
mentioned in the next preceding artic1e, or any of them, or to any part
thereof, for or on account of any assistance afforded to the said United
States in attacking or conquering the same, Dr in obtaining such a Sllb-
mission, or confederation, as has been mentioned in the said preceding
articles, nor on any other account whatever.

ARTICLE 10. If In any war, the Most Christian King shall conquer,
or get possession of the islands in the West Indies now under the .juris-
diction of the King or Crown of Gnat B,'itain, or any of them, or any
dominions of the said King or Crown in any other parts of the world,
the subjects, people, and inhabitants of the said United States, and
every of them, shall enjoy the same rights, liberties, privileges, immuni-
ties, and exemptions, in trade, commerce, and navi!jation, to and from
the said islands and dominions, that are mentioned In the second article
of this treaty.

ARTICLE 11. It is the true intent and meaning of this treaty, that
110higher or other duties shall be imposed on the exportation of any
thing of the growth, production, or manufacture of the islands in the
West-Indies now belonging, or which may hereafter belong, to the Most
Christian~King, to the said United States, or any of them, than the lowest
that are or shall be imposed on the exportation thereof to France, or to
any other part of the world.

ARTICLE 12. It is agreed bv and between the said parties, that no
duties whatever shall ever hereafter be imposed on the exportation of
molasses from any of the islands and domInions of the Most Christian
King in the West-Indies to any of these United States.

ARTICLE 13. The subjects, people, and inhabitants of the said United

either party, with their shipping, whetl~er publick and of
war, or private and of merchants, be forced, through stress
of weather, pursuit of pirates or enemies, ot' any other urgent
necessity for seeking of she1ter and harbour,to retreat and
enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, havens, roads,
ports, or shores, belonging to the other party, they shall be
received and treated with all humanity and kindness, and
enjoy all friendly protection and help; and they shall be
permitted to refresh and provide themselves at reasonable
rates with victuals and all things needful for the sustenance
of their persons,or reparation of their ships, and conveniency
of their voyage; and they shall no ways be detained or
hindered from returning out of the said ports or roads, but
may remove and depart when and whither they please,
without any let or hindrance.

ARTICLE XXIII. For the better promoting of com-
merce on both sides, it is agreed, that if a war shall break
out between the said two nations, six months after the ~jro-
clamation of war shall be allowed to the merchants in the
cities and towns where they live, for settling and transport.
ing their goods and merchandises; and if any thing be taken
from them, or any injury be done them, within that time, by
either party, or the people or subjects of either, full satis.
faction shall be made for the same.

ARTICLE XXIV. No subjects of the Most Christian
King shall app1yfor or take any commission,or letters of
marque for arming any ship, or ships,.to act as privateers
aO"ainst the said United States, or any of them, or against
tfi'e subjects, people, or inhabitants of the said United States,
or any of them, or against the property of any of the inhab-
itants Qf any of them, from any Prince or State with which
the said United States shall be at war. Nor shall any
citizen, subject, or inhabitant of the said United States, or

States, or any of them, being merchants and residing in France, and their
property, and effects of every kind, sha]] be exempt from the droit
d'aubaine.' '

ARTICLE 14. The merchant ship of either of the parties which sha]]
be making into a port belonging to the enemy of the other a]]y, and
coneerning who.se voyage, and the species of goods on board her, there
sha]] be just grounds of suspicion, sha]] be obliged to exhibit, as wen
upon the high seas as in the ports and havens, not only her passports,
bl\t likewise certificates expressly showin~ that her goods are not of the

~

number of th,ose which have been prohibIted as contraband. -
AnTlcLE 15. If, by exhibiting of the above-said certificates, the other

party discover there are any of those sorts of goods which are prohibited
and declared contraband, and consigned for a port under the obedience
of his enemies, it sha]] not be lawful to break up the hatches of such
ship, or to open any chest, coffers, packs, casks, or any other vessels
found therein, or to remove the sma]]est paree]s of her goods, whether
such ship belong to the subjects of France or the inhabitants of the
said United SteLtes, unless the lading be brought on shore in the presence
of the officers of the Court of Admiralty, and an inventory thereof made;
but there sha]] be no a]]owance to se]], exchange, or alienate the same in
any manner, until after that due and lawful process shall have been had
against such prohibited goods; and the Courts of Admiralty shaH, by a
sentence pronounced, have confiscated the same, saving always as
we]] the ship itself as any other goods found therein which by this
treaty are to be esteemed free; neither may they be detained on pretence
of their being, as it were, infected by the prohibited goods, much less
sha]] they be confi~cated as ]awful prize: But if not the whole cargo,
but only part thereof,sha]] consist of prohibited or contraband goods,
and the commander of the ship sha]] be ready and willing to deliver them
to the captor who h(ls discovered them, in such case the captor, having
reeeived those goods, sha]] forthwith discharge the ship, and not hinder
her by any means freely to prosecute the voyage on which she was
bound.

ARTICLE 16. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever sha]] be
found to be Jaden by the subjects and inhabitants of either party on any
ship belonging to the enemy of the other, or to his subjects, the whole,
although it be not of the sort of prohibited goods, may be confiscated
in the same manner as if it belonged to the enemy himself, except such
goods and merchandise as were put on board such shiJl before the
declaration of war, or even after such declaration, if so be it were done
without knowledge of such declaration. So that the goods of the
subjects and people of either party, whether they be of the nature of
such as were prohibited or otherwise, which, as is aforesaid, were put
on board any ship belonging to an enemy before the war, or after the
declaration of the same, without knowledge of it, sha]] noways be
]iable to confiscation, but shall well and truly be restored without delay
to the proprietors demanding the same; but so as that if the said mer-
chandises be contraband, it sha]] not be any ways lawful to cRrry them
afterwards to any ports belonging to the enemy.

ARTICLE 17. And that more effectual care may be taken for the
security of the subjects and inhabitants of both parties, that they suffer
no injury by the men-of'war or privateers of the other party, all the
commanders of the ships of the Most Christian King and of the said
United States, Rnd a]] their subjects and inhabitants, sha]] be forbid
doing any injury or damage to the other side, and if they act to the
contrary, they sha]] be punished, and sha]] moreover be bound to
make satist:'tction for all matter of damag-e, and the interest thereof, by
reparation, under the pain and obligation of their person and goods.

ARTICLE 18. A]] ships and merchandises of what nature soever, whieh
shall be rescued out of the hands of any pirates or robbers on the hi~h
seas, shall be brought into some port of either State, and shaH be
delivered to the custody of the officers of that port, in order to be restored
entire to the true proprietor, as .800n as due and sufficient proof sha]] be
made concerning- the property thereof.

ARTlCI.E 19. It shall be lawfu] for the ships of war of either party,
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any of them, apply,for, or take any commission or letters of
marque for arming any ship or ships to act as privateers
against the subjects of the Most Christian King, or any of
them, or the property of any of them, fmOl any Prince or
State with which the said King shall be at war; and if any
personofeither nation shall take such commissions or letters
of marque, he shall be punished as a pirate.

ARTICLE XXV. It shall not be lawful for any foreign
privateer, not belonging to the subjects of the Most Chris-
tian King, nor citizens of the said United States, who have
commissions from any other Prince, or State, in enmity with
either nation, to fit their ships in the ports of either the one
or the other of the aforesaid parties, to sell what they have
taken, or in any other manner whatsoever to exchange either
ships, merchandises, 'or any other lading; neither shall
they be aIJowed even to purchase victuals, ex;cept such as
shall be necessaryfor their goingto the next port of that
Prince or State from which they have commissions.

ARTICLE XXVI. It shall be lawful for all and singular
the subjects of the Most Christian King, and the citizens,
people, and inhabitantsof the said States, to sail with their
ships with all manner of liberty and security, no distinction
being made, who are the proprietors of the merchandises
laden thereon, from any port to the places of those who now
are, or hereafi:ershall be, at enmity with the Most Christian
King, or the United States. It shall likewise be lawful for
the subjects and inhabitants aforesaid to sail with the ships
and merchandises aforementioned, and to trade with the
same liberty and security from the places, ports, and havens
of those who are enemiesof both, or either party, without
any opposition or disturbance \vhatsoever, not only directly
from the places of the enemy aforementioned to neutral
places, but also from one place belonging to an enemy

and privateers, freely to carry whithersoever they please the ships and
goods taken from their enemies, without being obliged to pay any duty
to the officers of the Admiralty or any other judges; nor shall such
prizes be arrested or seized, when they come to and enter the ports of
either party; nor shall the searchers, or other officers of those places,
seare.h the same, or make examination concerning the lawfulness of
such prizes, but they may hoist sail at any time and depart, and carry
their prizes to the place expressed in their commissions, which the com-
manders of such ships of war shall be obliged to show: on the contrary,
no shelter or refuge shall be given in their ports to such as shall have
made prize of the subjects, people, or property of either of the parties;
but if such should come in, being forced by stress of weather or the
dangers of the sea, all proper means shall be vigorously used, that they
go out and retjre from thence as soon as possible.

ARTICLE 20', If any ships belonging to either of the parties, their
people, or sgbjects, shall, within the coasts or domit\ions of the other,
stick upon the sands or be wrecked, or suffer any other damage, all
friendly assistance and relief shall be given to the persons shipwrecked,
or such as shall be in danger thereof; and letters of safe conduct shall
likewise be given to them for their free and quiet passage from thence,
and the return of everyone to his own country.

ARTICLE 21. That in C!ise the subjects and inhabitants of either party,
with their shipping, whether pubhck, and of war, or private, and of
merchants, be forced tnrough stress of weather, pursUIt of pirates or
enemies, or any other urgent necessity for seeking of shelter and har-
bour, to retreat and enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, havens,
roads, posts, or shores, belonging to the other party, they shall be
received and treated with all humanity and kindness, and enjoy all
friendly protectiQn',and he]p; and they shall be permitted to refresh and
provide themselves, at reasonable rates with victuals and all things
needful for the sustenance of their persons or reparation of their ships
and conveniency of their voyage; and they shall noways be detained or
hindered from returning out of the said ports or roads, but may remove
and depart when and whither they please, without any let or hmdrance.

ARTICLE 22. The subjects, inhabitants, merchants, commanders of
ships, masters and marines of the States, Provinces, and dominions of
each party respectively, shall abstain and forbear to fish in all places
possessed, or whi,ch shall be possessed by the other party. The Most
Christian King's subjects shall not fish in the havens, bays, creeks,
roads, coasts, or places which the said United States hold, or shall h ere-
after hold, and in like manner, the subjects, people, and inhabitants of
the said United States shall not fish in the havens, bays, creeks, roads,
coasts, or places which the Most Christian Kin~ possesses or shall
hereafter possess; and if any ship or vessel shall be found fishing con-
trary to the ten our of this treaty, the said ship or vesse], with its lading,
proof being mad e thereof, shall be confiscated.

ARTICLE 23. For the better promoting of commerce on both sides, it
is agreed, that if a war should break out between the said two nations,
six months after the proclamation of war shall be allowed to the
merchants in the cities and towns where they Jive, for seIJing and trans-
porting their goods and merchandises; and if any thing be taken from
them, or any injury be done them within that term by either party, or
the people or subjects of either, full satisfaction shall be made for the
same..

ARTICLE 24, No subject of the Most Christian King shall apply for,
or take any commission or letters of marque for mming any ship or
ships to act as privateers against the said United Stelles, or any of them,
or against the subjects, people, or inhabitants of the said United States
or any of them, or against the property of any of the inh"bitants of any
of them, from any Prince or State with which the said United States
shall be at war; nor shaI! any citizen, subject, or inhabitant of the said
United States, or any of them, apply for or take any commission or
letters of marque for arming any ship or ships to act as privateers against
the subjects of the Most ChristIan King or any of them, or th

.

e property
of any of them, from any Prince or State with which the said King

to another place belonging to an enemy, whether they be
under the jurisdiction of the same Prince, or under several.
And it is hereby stipulated, that free ships shall also give
a freedom to goods; and that every thing shall be deemed
to be free and exempt, which shall be found on board the
ships belonging to the subjects of either of the confederates,
although the whole lading, or any part thereof, should apper-
tain to the enemies of either; contraband goods being
always exc!1pted. It is also agreed, in like manner, that the
same liberty be extended to persons who are on board a
free ship, with this effect, that although they be enemies to
both, or either party, they am pot to be taken out of that
free ship, unless they are soldIers and in actual service of
the enemies.

ARTICLE XXVII. This liberty of navigation and com-
merce shall extend to all kinds of merchandises, excepting
those only which are distinguished by the name of contra-
band; and under this name of contraband or 'prohibited
goods, shall be comprehended arms, great guns, bombs with
their fuseesand other things belonging to them, fire-balls,
gunpowder, match, cannonball, pikes, swords, lances,
spears, halberds, mortars, petards, granadoes, saltpetre,
muskets, musket balls, helmets, headpieces, breastplates,
coats of mail, and the like kind of arms proper for arming
soldiers, musket rests, belts, horses with their furniture; and
all other warlike instruments whatsoever. These merchan-
dises which follow shall not be reckoned among contraband

or prohibited goods, that is to say, all sorts of cloths, and all
other manufactures woven of any wool, flax, silk, cotton, ot
any other material whatever, all kinds of wearing apparel,
together with the species whereof they are used to be made,
gold and silver, as we]) coined as uncoined, tin, iron, lead,
copper, brass, coals, as also wheat and barIey, and any

shall be at war; and if any perMn of eithe.r nation shall take such com-
missions or letters of marque, he shall be punished as Ii pirate.

ARTICLE 25. It shall not be lawful for any foreign privateers, not
belonging to subjects of the Most Christian King nor citizens of the
United States, who have commissions from any other Prince or State
in enmity with either nation, to fit their ships in the ports of either the
one or the 'other of the aforesaid parties, to sell what they have taken,
or in any other manner whatsoever to exchange either ships, merchan-
dises, or any other lading; neither shall they be allowed even to purchase
victuals, except such as shall be necessary for their going to the next
port of that Prince or State from which they have commissions.

ARTICLE 26. It shall be lawful for all and singular the subjects of the
Most Christian King, and the citizens, people, and inhabitants of the
said United Stales, to sail with their ships, with aI] manner of liberty
and security, no distinction being made who are the proprietors of the
merchandises laden thereon, from any port to the places of those who
now are, or hereafter shaI! be, at enmity with the Most Christian King
or the United States. It shall likewise be lawful for the subjects and
inhabitants aforesaid, to sail with the ships and merchandises afore-
mentioned, and to trade with the same liberty and security, from the
places, ports, and havens of those who are enemies of both or either party,
without any opposition or disturbance whatsoever, not only dIrectly
from the places of the enemy aforementioned to neutral, but also from
one place belonging to an enemy to another Flace belonging to an enemy,
whether they be under the jurisdiction 0 the same Prmce or under
several. And it is hereby stipulated that free ships shall also give a
freedom to goods, and that every thinO' shall be deemed to be free and
exempt which shall be found on board the ships belonging to the sub-
jects of either of the confederates, although the whole lading, or any
part thereof, should appertain to the enemies of either, contraband goods
being always excepted. It is also agreed in like manner, that the
same liberty be extended to persons who are on board a free ship, with '.
this effect, that although they be enemies to both or either party, they
are not to be taken ou't of that free ship unless they are soldiers and in
actuaJ service of the enemies.

ARTICLE 27. This liberty of navigation and commerce shall extend
to all kinds of merchandises, excepting those only which are distinguished

by'" the name of contraband; and under this name of contraband, or pro-
hibited goods, shaI! be comprehended arms, great guns, bombs with
their fusees and other things belonging to them, fire-balls, gunpowder,
match, cannon-balls, pikes, swords, lances, spears, halberds, mortars,
petards, granadoes,. saltpetre, mysket:ball, helmet, headpieces, breast-
plates, coats of mall, and the hke kmds of arms proper for arming
soldiers, musket-rests, belts, horses with their furniture, and all other
warlike instruments whatever, These merchandises which follow shall
not be reckoned among contraband or prohibite4 goods: that is to say,
a]] sorts of cloths, and a]] other manufactures woven of any wooJ, flax,
silk, cotton, or any other materials whatever; a]] kinds of wearing
appareJ, together with the species whereof they are used to be made;
gold and silver, as we]] coined as uncoined, tin, iron, lead, copper, coa]s,
as also wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn and pulse, tobacco,
and likewise all manner of spices, salted and smoked flesh, salted fish,
cheese and butter, beer, oils, wines, sugars, and all sorts of salt, and in
general all provisions which serve for the nourishment of mankind
and the sustenance of life; furthermore, all kinds of cotton, hemp, flax,
tar, pitch, ropes, cables, sails, sail-cloth, anchors, and any parts of
anchors; also ships' masts, planks, boards and beams, of what trees
soever; and all other things proper either for bui]dingor repairing ships,
and all other goods whatever, which have not been worked into the
form of any instrument or thing prepared for war by land or by sea,
shall not be reputed contraband, much less such as have been already
wrought and made up for any other use; aU which shall wholly be
reckoned among free goods; as likewise all other merchandises and
things which are not comprehended and particnlarly mentioned in the
foregoing enumeration of contraband goods, so that they may be trans-
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other kind of corn and pulse, tobacco, and likewise all
manner of spices, salted and smoked flesh, salted fish,
cheese and butter, beer, oils, wines, sugars, and all sorts of
salt, and in general all provisions which serve for the
nourishment of mankind, and the sustenance of life.
Furthermore, all kinds of cotton, hemp, flax, tar, pitch,
ropes, cables, ~ails, sail cloth, anchors and any parts of
anchors, also ships' masts, planks, boards, and beams, of
what tree soever, and all other things proper either for build-
ing or repairing ships, and all other goods whatsoever
which have not been worked into the form of any instrument
or thing prepared for war by land or by sea, shall not be
reputed contraband, much less such as have been already
wrought and made up for any other use; all which shall
wholly be reckoned among free goods; as likewise all other
merchandises, and things which are not comprehended and
particularly mentioned, in the foregoing enumeration of
contraband goods; so that they may be transported and
'carried in the freest manner, by the subjects of both con-
federates, even to places belonging to an enemy, such towns
and places being only excepted as are at that time besieged,
blocked up, or invested.

ARTICLE XXVIII. To the end that all manner of dis-
sensions and quarrels may be avoided and prevented, on
one side and the other, it is agreed, that in case either of the
parties hereto should be engaged in a war, the ships and
vessels belonging to the subjects or people of the other ally
must be furnished with sea letters or passports, expressing
the name, property, and bulk of the ship, as also the name
and place of habitation of the master or commander of the
said ship, that it may appear thereby, that the ship really
and truly belongs to the subjects of one of the parties;
which passports shall be made out and granted according to

ported and carried in the freest manner by the subjects of both con-
federates, even to places belonging to an enemy, such towns or places
being only excepted as are at that time besieged, blocked up, or invested.

ARTICLE 28. To the end that all manner of dissensions and quarrels
may be avoided and prevented on one side and the other, it is agreed,
that in case either of the par~es hereto should be engaged in war, the
ships and vessels belonging to the subjects or people of the other ally
must be furnished with sea-letters or passports expressing the name,
pr0l"erty, and bulk of tile ship, as also the name and p]ace of habitation
of the master or commander of the said ship, that it may appear thereby
that the ship really and truly belongs to the subjects of one of the par-
ties; which passports shall be made out and granted according to the
form annexed to this treaty: they shall likewise be recalled every year,
that is, if the ship happens to return home within the space of a year.
It is likewise agreed, that such ships, being laden, are to be provided,
not only with passports as above mentioned, but also with certificates
containmg the several particulars of the carg-o, the place whence the
ship sailed, and whither she is bound, that so It may beknown whether
any forbidden or contraband goods be on board the same, which certi-
ficates shall be made out by the officers of the place whence the ship set
sail, in the accustomed form. And if anyone shall think it fit or advi-
sable to express in the said certificates the person to whom the goods on
board belong, he may freely do so.

ARTICLE 29. The ships of the subjects and inhaBitants of either of
the parties coming upon any coast belonging to either of the said allies,
but not willino- to enter into port, or being entered into port, and not
willino- to unlo~d their cargoes or break bulk, shall not be obliged to
give :n account of their lading, unless they should be suspected, upon
some manifest tokens, of carrying to the enemy of the other ally any-prohibited go,?ds cal~ed contra~and.. And in c~se of such mani~est sus-
picion, the saId suhJects and mhabitants of eIther of the partles shall
be oblio-ed to exhilnt in the ports their passports and certificates in the
manne~ before specified.

ARTICL~ 30. Thilt if th~ ships of the said. subj~cts, pe?ple, or inhab-
itants of eIther of the partIes shall be met wIth, eIther sallIng along the
coasts or on the high seas, by any ships of war of the other, or by any
privateers, the said ships of war

.

01' privateers, for the avoiding of any
aisorder, shall remain out of cannon-shot, and may send their boat
aboard the merchant ship which they shall so meet with, and may enter
her to the number of two or three men only, to whom the master or
commander of such ship or vessel shall exhibit his passport, concerning
the property of the ship, made out according to the form inserted in
this" present treaty: and the slup, when she shall have showed such
passport, shall be free and at liberty to pursue her voyage, so as it shall
not be lawful to molest or search her in any manner, or to give her
chase, or for.ce her to quit her intended course. h is also agreed, that
all goods, when once put on board the ships or vessels of either party,
shall be subject to no further visitation, but all visitation or search shall
be made bet'orehan,l, and all prohibited goods shall be stopped on the
spot, before the same be put on board the ships or vessels of the re-
spective State: nor shall either the persons or goods of the suhjects of
hIS Most Christian Majesty or the United States be pnt under riny arrest
or molested by any other kind of em?argo for that cause; and only the
subject of that State by whom the smd goods have been or shall be pro-
hi\Jlted, and shall preBume to sell or alIenate such sort of goods, shall be
duly punished for the offence.

Form of the Passportsan,l Lettas which are to be given to tire Ships and
Barks which shall go according to the Twenty-seventh .I1rtieleof this
Treaty.

To all who shall see these presents, Greeting:
It is hereby made known, that leave and permission has be~n given

to , master and commander of the ship called , of the town
of , burthen tons, or thereabouts, lying at present in the

the form annexed to this treaty. They shall likewise be
recalled every year; that is, if the ship happens to return
home within the space of a year. It is likewise agreed
that such ships, being laden, are to be provided not only
with passports, as above mentioned, but also with certificates
containing the sever..1particulars of the cargo, the place
whence the ship sailed, and whither she is bound, that so it
may be known whether any forbidden or contraband goods
be on board the same; which certificate3 shall be made out
by the officers of the place whence tbe ship set sail, in the
accustomed form; and if anyone shall think it fit or advi-
sable to express in the said certificates the persons to whom
the goods on board belong, he may fi'eely do it.

ARTICLEXXIX. The ships of the subjects and inhabit-
ants of either of the parties, coming upon any coast belonging
to either of the said allies, but not willing to enter into port,
or being entei'ed into port, and not willing to unload their
cargoes or break bulk, shall not be obliged to give an ac-
count of their lading, unless they should be suspected, upon
some manifest tokens, of carrying to the enemy of the other
ally any prohibited goods cal1ed contraband; and in case
of sllch manifest suspicion, the parties shall be obliged to
exhibit, in the ports, their passports and certificates in the
manner befQrespecified.

ARTICLEXXX. If the ships of the said subjects, people,
or inhabitants of either of the parties, shall be met with,
either sailing along the coast, or on the high seas, by any
ship of war of the other, or by any privateers, the said ships
of war 01'privateers, for the avoiding of any disorder, shall
remain out of cannon shot, and may send their boats on
board the merchant ship which they shall so meet with,
and may enter her to the Jlumber of two or three men
only, to whom the master or commander of such ship or

port and haven of ,and bound for, and laden with,
after that his ship has been visited, and before sailing, he shall make
oath before the officers who have the jurisdiction of maritime affairs,
that the said ship belongs to one or more of the subjects of , the
act whereof shall be put at the end of these presents, as likewise he will
keep, and cause to be kept by his crew on board, the marine ordinances
and regulations, and enter into the proper office a list, signed and wit-
nessed, containing the names and surnames, the places of birth and
ahode of the crew of his ship, and of all who shall embark on board her
whom he shall not take on board without the knowledge and permission
of the officers of the niarine; and in every port or haven where he shall
enter with his ship, he shall show this present leave to the officers and
judges of the marine, and shalrgive a faithful account to them of what
passed-and was done dur

.

ing his voyage, and he shall carry the colours,
arms, and ensigns of the King, Lor of the United States,] during his
voyage.

In witness whereof we have signed these presents, and put the seal of
our arms thereunto, and caused the same to be countersigned by ,
at , the da y of ,17.

Form of the .Ilct containing the Oath.

'Ve , of the Admiralty of , do certify that , master
of the ship named in the above passport, hath taken the oath mentioned
therein.

Done at , the day of ,17 .

Form of the Certificates to be required of, and to be given by the .~fagi~trates
or Officers of the Customs of the Town or Port, in their ,'espective Towns
and Ports, to the Ships and Vessels which sail from thence, acc01'ding to
the ditections of the .R,.tiele of this p,'esent Tteaty.
We, .R. B., magistrate, [or, officers of the customs,] of the town and

pOrt of C., do certify and attest, that on the day of the month of
, in the year of our L..rd 17 ,D. E., of P., personally appeared

before us, and dec1ared by a solemn oath, that the ship or vessel called
G., of about tons, whereof H.I., of K., his usual place of habita-
tion, is master or commander, does rightfully and properly belong to
him and other subjects of ,and to them alone; that she is now
bound from the port of L. to the port of .71-1.,laden with the "'oods and
merchandises hereunder particularly described and enumerated, that is
to say, as follows:

In witness whereof we have signed this certificate, and sealed it with
the seal of our office, given the day of the month of , in the
year of our Lord 17

Report oj the Committee on Instructiol13, brought in SEPTEMBER 10, In6.

Instructions to

There is delivered to you herewith a plan of a treaty with His Most
Christian Majesty of France, approved of in Congress on the part of
the United States of .ilmerica.

It is the wish of Congress that the treaty should be concluded; and you
are hereby instructed to use every means in your power for concluding
it conform:tble to the plan you have received.

If you sha]] find that to be impracticable, you are hereby authorized
to relax the demands of the United States, and to enlarge their offers
agreeably to the fo]]{)wing directions:

If .il. shall not consent that the subjects of B. sha]] have the privileges
proposed in the second article, then B. ought not to give the subjects of
.11. the privileges proposed in the first article; but, that B. sha]] give to
.11_.the same privileges, liQerties, and immunities, at le"st, and the like
favour in a]] things, which any f{)reign nation the most favoured shall
have, provided .il. sha]] give to B. the same benefits, privileges, and
immunities,_ which any the most favoured foreign nation now has, uses,



1357 CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, SEPTEMBER 17, 1776. 1358

vessel shall exhibit his passport concerning the property of
the ship, made out according to the form inserted in this
present treaty; and the ship, when she shall have showed
such passport, shaH be free and at liberty to pursue her
voyage, so as it shall not be lawful to molest or search her
in any manner, or to give her chase, or force her to quit her
intended course. It is also agreed, that aH goods, when
once put on board the ships or vessels of either parties, shall _

be subject to no further visitation; but aH visitation or search
shall be made beforehand, and all prohibited goods shall be
stopped on the spot, before the same be put on board the
ships or vessels of the respectiye States; nor shaH either the
persons or goods of the subjects of His Most Christian
Majesty or the United States, be put under any arrest, or
molested by any other kind of embargo for that cause; and
only the subject of that State to whom the said goods have
been or shall be prohibited, and shall presume to sell or
alienate such sort of goods, shaH be duly punished for the
offence.

The form of the Sea-Letters and Passports to be given to
Ships and Vessels according to the 28th Article.

To all who shall see tbese presents, greeting:
It is hereby made known tbat leave and permission has

been given to , master and commander of the ship
called , of tbe town of , burtben tons,
or tbereabouts, lying at present in the port and haven of

, and bound for , and laden with ,
after that bis ship has been visited, and before sailing, he
shall make oath before the officers who have the jurisdiction
of maritime affairs, that the said ship belongs to one or
more of the subjects of , the act whereof sball be
put at the end of these presents; as likewise that he will
keep and cause to be kept, by his crew On board, the
marine ordinances and regulations, and enter in the proper
office a list signed and witnessed of the crew of his ship, and
of all who shall embark on board her, whom he shall not

or enjoys. And in case neither of these propositions of equal advan-
tages are agreed to, then the whole of the said articles are to be rejected,
rather than obstruct the further progress of the treaty.

The third article must be insisted upon.
The sixth article ought to be obtained if possible; but should be

waived, rather than that the treaty should be 1I1terrupted by insisting'
upon it. .11.agreeing, nevertheless, to use his interest and influence to
procure passes from the States mentioned in this article for the vessels
of B.. upon the .Mediterranean.

The seventh article will probably be attended with some difficulty.
If you find .11. determined not to agree to it, you are empowered to add
to it any of the following proposals, offers, or two of them, or all of
them, if one or two of them should be discovered to be unsatisfactory:

1. If .11.should undertake an expedition to recover what she lost in
the West-Indies during the last war with Great Britain, the United States
will in that expedition supply Prance with provisions, if required, and
will not supply Great Britain with any.

2. The United States will agree to an exclusive contract in favour of
.11.during the term of years, for masts and naval stores, as far as
tbey can spare them.

3. The Ul1ited States wiJI not, upon a peace with Great Britain, grant
to her terms of commerce more advantageous than those they will grant
to .11.

The eleventh and twelfth articles are to be waived, if you find that the
treaty will be interrupted by insisting on them.

You will press the thirteenth article; but let not the fate pf the treaty
depend upon obtaining it.

If .11.should be unwilling to agree to the fifteenth and twenty-sixth
articles, you are directed to consent that the goods and effects of enemies
on board the ships and vessels of either party shall be liable to seizure
and confiscation.

The twenty-fifth article is not to be insisted upon. As the scarcity of
arms, artillery, and other military stores, is so considerable in the
United States, you will solicit the Court of Prance for an immediate sup-
ply of twenty or thirty thousand muskets and bayonets, and a large
supply of ammunition and brass field.pieces, to be sent under convoy
by France. The United States engage for the payment of the arms,
artillery, and ammunition, and to indemnify Prance for the expense of
the convoy.

Engage a few good Engineers in the service of the United States.
It is highly probable that France means not to let the United States

sink in the present contest. But as the difficulty of obtaining true
accounts of our condifion may cause an opinion to .be entertained that we
are a1.>leto support the ~ar. on our own strength and resources longer
than 111fact we can do, It will be proper for you to press for the im-
mediate and explicit declaration of Prance in our favour, upon a AUO'O'es-
tion that a reunion with Great Britain may be the consequence "';f a
delay.

Should Spain be disinclined to our cause, from an apprehension of
danger to her dominions in SOllth .I1merica, you are empowered to O'ive
the strongest assurances that that Crown wiJI receive no molestation
from the United States, in the possession of those territories.y ou ~!]] tr~nsmit. to us the most speedy and full intelligenc~ of your
progress 111this bus1l1ess, and of any other E1l1'opean transactIOn tbat it
may import us to know.

In conducting this important business, the Congress have the greatest
confidence in your ,address, abilities, vigilance, and attachment to the
interests of the United States, and wish you every success.

take on board without the knowledge and permission of the
officers of the marine; and in every port and haven, where
he shall enter with bis ship, he shall show. this present leave
to the officers and judges of the marine, and shall give a
faithful account to them, of wbat passed and was done during
his voyage; and he shall carry the colours, arms, and ensigns
of during hisvoy~ge.

In witness whereof we have signed these presents, and
put tbe seal of our arms thereunto, and caused the same to
be countersigned by , at , tbe day of
A.D.

The form of the Act containingthe Oath.
, of the Admiralty of , do certify that

, master of the ship named in the above passport,
hath taken the oatb mentioned therein.

Done at , the day of
A.D.

We

The form of the Certificate to be required oj, and to be
given by, the Magistrates or Officers of the Customs of
the Town and Port, in their respective Towns and
Ports, to the Ships and Vessels which sail from thence,
according to the directions of the 28th Article of this
present Treaty.

.

We , magistrates [or officers of the cnstoms] of the
town and port of , do certify and attest, tbat on
the day of the month of , in the year of our
Lord , personally appeared before us ,
of , and declared, by a solemn oath, that the ship or
vessel called , of about tons, whereof

, of , his usual place of habitation, is master
or commander, does rightfully and properly belong to him
and other subjects of , and to them alone; that she
is now bound from the port of to the port of ,
laden with tbe goods and merchandises hereunder particu-
larly described and ennmerated, that is to say,

In witness whereof we have signed
sealed it with the seal of our office.

Given tbe day of the month of
our Lord

this certificate, and'

, in the year of

Instructwns to
There is delivered to you herewith 3.plan of a treaty with

His Most Christian Majesty of France, approved of in Con-
gress, on the part of the United States; and yon are hereby
instructed to nse every means in your power for concludinO'
it, conformably to the plan you have received. "

If you shall find that to be impracticable, you are hereby
authorized to relax the demands ofthe United States, and to
enlarge their offers agreeab]y to the following directions:

If His Most Christian Majesty shall not consent that the
inhabitants of the United States shall have the privileges
proposed in the second article, then the United States ought
not to give the subjects of His Most Christian Majesty the
privileges proposed in the first article; but that the United
States shall give to His Most Christian Majesty the same
privileges, liberties, and immunities at least, and the like
favour in all. things which any foreign nation the most
favoured shall have, provided His Most Christian Majesty
shall give to the United States the same benefits, privileges,
and immunities which the most favoured nation now has,
uses, or enjoys. And, in case neither of these propositions
of equal advantages is agreed to, then the whole of the said
articles are to be rejected, rather than obstruct the further
progress of the treaty.

The fourth article must be insisted on.
The seventh article ought to be obtained, it possible; but

should be waived, rather than that the treaty should be inter-
rupted by insisting upon it. His Most Christian Majesty
agreeing, nevertheless, to use his interest and influence to
procure passes from the States mentioned in tbis article for
the vessels of the United States upon the JtJediterranean.

The eighth article will probably be attended with SOme
difficulty. If you find His Most Christian Majesty deter-
mined not to agree to it, yon are empowered to add to it,
as follows: That the United States will never be subject,
or acknowledge aIJegiance, or obedience, to tbe King, Crown,
or Parliament of Great Britain; nor grant to that natioq
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any exclusive 1rade, or-any advantages, or privileges in
trade, more than to His Most Christian Majesty; neither
shall any treaty for terminating the present war between the
Kiner of Great Britain and the United States, or any war
whigh may be declared by the King of Great Britain
against His Most Christian ~ajesty in consequence of this
treaty, take effect until the expil'atiol)of six calendar months
after the negotiation for tbat purpose shall have been duly
notified, in the former instance by the United States to His
Most Christian Majesty, and in the other instance by His
Most Christian Majesty to the United States; to the end
that both these parties may be included in tbe peace, if they
think proper.

The twelfth and thirteentb articles are to be waived, if
you find tbat the treaty will be interrupted by insisting on
tbem.

You will press the fourteenth article; but let not the fate
of tbe treaty depend upon obtaining it.

If His Most 'Cbristian Majesty should be unwilling to
aerree to tbe sixteenth and twenty-sixth articles, you are
directed to consent that the goods and effects of enemies,
on board the ships and vessels of either party, sball be liable
to seizure and confiscati.on. .

Tbe twenty-fiftb article is not to be insisted on.
You will solicit tbe Court of France for an immediate

supply of twenty or thirty thousand muskets and bayonets,
and a large supply of ammunition and brass field-pieces,
to be sent under convoy by France. Tbe United States
enaa[Tefor the payment of the arms, artillery, and ammuni-
tio~,

0
and to indemnify France for the expense of tbe

convoy. ~

Engage a few good engineers in the service of the United
States.,

It is bighly probable that France means not to let the
United States sink in the present contest. But as the
difficulty of obt!\ining true accounts of our condition may
cause an opinion to be entertained that we are able to sup-
port the war on our own strength and resources longer than
in fact we can do, it will be proper for you to press for tbe
immediate and explicit declaration by France in our favour,
upon a suggestion that a reunion with Great Britain may
be the consequence of a delay.

Should Spain be disinclined to our cause, from an appre-
hension of danger to bis dominions in South America, you
are empowered to give the strongest assurances that tbat
Crown will receive no molestation from the United States,
in the possession of these territories.

You will transmit to us the mO$t speedy and fu\lintelli-
gence of your progress in this lJu$iness, and of any other
transactions tbat it may import us to know.

You are desirtjd to get tbe best and earliest information
that you possibly can of any negotiations that th€\ Court of
London may be carrying on for obtaining foreign mercena-
ries to be sent against tbese States the next campaign; and
if any such design is in agitation, you will endeavour to
frevail with tbe Court of France to exert its influence in
the most effectual manner to prevent the execution of sucb
designs.

You are desired to obtain, as early as possible, a publick
acknowle.dgment of Jhe independency of these States On
the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain, by the Court
of France.

In conducting this important business, the Congress have
the greatest confidence in your addr!'ss, abilities, vigilance,
and attachment to the interests of the United States, and
wish you every success.

A Letter of the 16th, from General Washington, was
received and read.

Resolved, That the ,consideration of the Inst~uctions to
be given to the Commissioners to foreign States, be post-
poned till to-morrow.

Ordered, That 10662-3 Dollars be advanced to Robert
Erwin, Wagon master-General.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed, after
arming the German Battalion, to arm tbe Maryland Com-
pany on its march to lVew- York with the remainder, or
with as many. arms as shall tben be in tbeir possession,
belonging to tbe Continent.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, September 18, 1776.

A Letter of the 16th, from R. Dallam, Deputy Paymas-
ter-General, was read.

The Board of War brought in a Report,* which was
taken into consideration; Whereupon,

ResQlved, That if Rations be received by the Officers or
Privates in the Continental Army, in money, they be paid
at the rate of 8-90ths of a Dollar per Ration:

Tbat Monsieur Jacque Paul Govert have the rank and
pay pf a Captain-Lieutenant of Artillery in the Continental
army, and that a commission be given to him accordingly:

Tbat the Medical Committee send an assortment of
proper Medicines to the Nortbern Army:

That Monsieur de Vermonet bave the rank and pay of
a Major by brevet, he being a gentleman of considerable
military abilities: .

. Tbat the Bounty and Grants of Land offered by Con-
gress, by a Resolution of the. 16th instant, as an encourage-
ment to the Officers and Soldiers to engage to serve in the
Army of tbe United States during the war, shall extend to
all wbo are or shall be inlistedior that term; tbe bounty of
10 Dol]ars, which any of the Soldiers have received .from
the Continent on account of a former inlistment, to be
reckoned in part payment of tbe 20 Dollars offered by tbe
said Resolution:

That no Officer in tbe Continental Army be allowed to
hold more tban one Commission, or to receive pay but in
one capacity at tbe same time.

Resolved, Tbat the remainder of the Report be post-
pOned.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to pre-
pare a R€solution for enforcing and perfecting discipline in
the Army.

Ordered, That 1564 45-90 Dollars be paid in specie to
John Bonfield, and cbarged to tbe account of Brigadier-
General Arnold, the same being in full of Brigadier-Gen-
eral Arnold's note of the I1tb of May last:

That an Order for 1000 Dollars be drawn on tbe Treas-
urer, in favour of the Committee appointed to contract for
casting Cannon; they to be accountable:

That the Secret Committee furnish the said Committee
with two barrels of Powder for proving Cannon.

Resolved, That Captain McKenzie, a prisoner in the
Gaol of Philadelphia, be liberated on bis parole, tbe state
of his healtb requiring air and exercise; and that he be
ordtjred to Reading, in Pennsylvania, there to reside under
the same restrietions as otber prisoners on their parole.

The Committee of Treasury brought in a Report on the
ways and means of raising five millions of Dollars, which
was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.
Congress took into consideration the Instructions to the

Commissioners; and after debate,
Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post-

poned.
Tbe several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

.

Thursday, September 19, 1776.

The Board of Treasury reported that tbey bave exam-
ined tbe Vouchers brought into their office by Joseph

"At a Board of War, Seplemile>' 14, 1776, agreed to report to Con-
gress, .

That if Ratious be received by the Officers or Privates in the Conti-
nental Army, in money, they be paid at the rate of eight ninetieths
parts of a doHar per ration:

ThJlt Mons. Jaque Paul Govert have the rank and payor Captai.n-
Lieutenant of Artillery in the Continental Army, and that hIs commIS-
sion be given him accordingly:

That although this Congress cannot approve .of the b~haviour of
Brio-adier-General .J1rnold towards the Court-MartIal of whIch ~olonel
Poo"r was the President, held at Tyconderoga in Jltly last, and although
the resolution of the Court-Martial in support of their dignity deserves
applause, yet the conduct of General Gates, in putting an end to so
dangerous an altercation, which appears to have been too warm on both
sides, at a critical time, by dissolvmg the Court-Martial, was prudent,
and highly deserves the approbation of Congress: (Postponell.) .

That the prudence, vigIlance, and aCtivity of General Gates smce he
had the command of the Northern Army, in gene~al, a.n~ especially in
composing differences, removing jealousIes and ammosltles, and exter-
minating the small-pox from that army, deserve~ the thanks. 'of Co.n-
gress, and that the thanks of Congress be accordmgly transmItted him
by thl! President: (Postponed.) . .

That the Medical Committee seqd an assortment of proper MedICines
to the Northern Army.

.
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Hewes, Esq., one of the Naval Committee, by which it
appears that the Naval Committee have expended tbe sum
of ] ;34,333 27-90 Dollars in Btting out eight armed ves-
sels.

Resolved, That the $ame be allowed and passed to the
credit of the said Committee.

The Naval Committee !iaving laid before Congress an
Account of sundl"y outstanding debts, and of sundry goods
by them purchased and put into the hands of different per-
sons who have not yet accounted for the same,

Resolved, That the said Account be delivered to the
Marine Committee, and that they be directed to take
effectual measures to have the said outstanding .Debts
collected and Accounts settled.

Resolved, That two months' pay as Major, being 66 2-3
Dollars, be advanced to Major Ie Chevalier de Vermonet,
he to be accountable:

That Major de Vermonet be referred to the Board of
Treasury, for a settlement of his accounts for Rations;

That 100 Dollars be advanced to Captain William
Davies, of Virginia, for the use of his Company on their
march to New- York, he to be accountable.

A Petition from Captain Woelper was read;
Ordered, That it be referred to the Delegatesof Penn-

sylvania and Maryland, who al'e directed to settle the rank
of the Captains and Subalterns in the German Battalion,
and report to Congress.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken
into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That Mons. Marquis de Malmady be ap-
pointed to the rank and P<lYof a Major by brevet in the
Continental Army, and receive a commission accordingly:

That Mons. Jean Louis Imbert, a gentleman well recom-
mended as an Engineer, be sent to General Washingtonto
be employedin that capacity, in order to show his abilities,
and that one moilth's pay as a Captain be advanced for his
expenses;

That Mons. Christian de Colerus be appointed to the
rank and pay of a Major by brevet, and that his com-
mission be forthwith given him.

That Mons. Jean Lonis de VirneJout be appointed to the
rank and pay of a Captain by brevet, and commissioned
accordingly;

That the Commander-in-Chief of the forces of these
States in the several departments, be directed to give posi-
tive orders to the Brigadier-Generals and Colonels, and all
other officers in their several armies, that the troops, under
their commaQd, may, every day, be called together, and
trained in arms, in order that officers and men may be per-
fected in the manual exercise and manreuvres, and inured
to the most exemplary discip1ine, and that all officers be
assured, that the Congress will consider activity and success,
in introducing discipline into the army, among the best
recommendations for promotion.

The Commissioners for settling the Publick Accounts in
the Northern Army, having represented to the Board of

\ Treasury, that sundryofficers in the Army, holding two
commissions, had, previous to the time of General Schuyler's
receiving the order of Congress, not to allow to any person
for more than one commission, received warrants from the

General for payment in their double capacity, and desiring
to know whether such Accounts are to be allowed;

Resolved, That such Warrants drawn by General Schuyler
previous to the ti[l1e of his receiving the order of Congress,
be allowed by the Commissioners:

That, to prevent, for the future, Warrants being drawn

by any General in the Continental Army, in favour of any
officer, for more than one commission, the order of Con-
gress be published, that no officer in the Continental Army
is allowed to hold more than one commission, 01' to receive
pay but in one capacity.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Henry Brothers, 54 Dollars; George Troxsell, 64

Dollars and 12-90ths, and JacobMillel', 60 Dollars; the
whole amounting to 118 Dollars and 72-90ths; to be paid
to Colonel George Stricker, for the hire of three wagons
fi'om Maryland to Philadelphia, with the baggage of two
Field-Officers, and two Companies belonging to the German
Battalion;

FIFTH SERIES.- VOL. II.

To the late Colonel Caleb Perry, for Provisions supplied
the MiJitia on their march to New-Jersey, with their ferriage,
and the ferriage of baggage-wagons over Schuylkill, 53
Dollars; to be paid to John Jacobs:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

A Memorial from the Chevalier Dorre was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.

The Committee for Ind1~(1nAffairs brought in a Report,
which was taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That 66 Dollars and 60-90ths be paid to
Jacob Fowler, of the Montauk tribe of Indians on Long-
Island, for his trouble in going to the j}lohawk and Oneida
Nations of Indians, and for his services whilst he remained
amongst them;

.
.

That the Commanding Officers at the several Posts on
the frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania, be ~esired to
give the earliest intelligence they can of every Important
occurrence they may have notice of, respecting the Indians,
to the Commissioners, or, when they are not in the way, to
the Agent for Indian Aft1irs:

That it be recommended to the inhabitants of the fron-
tiers, and to the Officers at all the Posts there, to treat the
Indians, who behave peaceably and inoffensively, with
kindness and civility, and not to suffer them to be ill-used
or insulted;

That 400 Dollars be paid to the Agent for Indian Affairs
in the Middle Department, for expenditures, and to be ac-
counted for by him;

That the Orders drawn by the Commissioners for Indian
Affairs in the Middle Department, on the Committee for
Indian Affairs, for £1,104 I1s. 7fd., Pennsylvania cur-
rency, and for £13 Os. 9d. of like money, being 3,14] Dol-
lars and 1O-90ths, the cost of sundry Merchandise bought
by the Agent for the lndians, the former P

.

ayabIe to James
Heron, and the other to James Heron and James Bavard,
be accepted, and that the money be paid by the Treasurer
of the United States:

That a Talk be delivered to tbe Chiefs and Warriours of
the Shawanese Indians, now in Philadelphia, to be com-
municated by them, to their Nation, in these words:

"
The UNITED STATES OF AMERICA to their Hrethren, the

Chiefs and Warriours of the SHAWANESENation:

" We have heard from you by Mr. Morgan, our Agent,
and are much pleased with your reception of him into your
towns, and with your answers to our messagesby him. We
expect that you and our Commissioners will shortly meet
in council at Pittsburg, when we hope our old friendship
will be renewed, and such a peace established between us
as will last forever.

"Our young brothers, Wenthissicia and Pellawa, have
visited their white brethren here in company with Mr. j}!or-
gan. They can tell you that we keep our roads clear of
thornsand briars,and open forall our Indian brethren who
think proper to visit us. We shall always be pleased to see
our brothers the Shawanese, and our brothers of every other
Indian nation. We wish to see some of their wise men at
our great council-Bre, which we preserve bright and clear
for all nations."

As it may be a means of conciliating the friendship of the
Canadian Indians, or, at least, of preventing hostilities from
them in some measure, to assist the President of Dartmouth
CoHege, in New-Hamps/tire, in maintaining their youth who
are now there under his tuition, and whom the revenues of
the Collecre al'e not at this time sufficient to support; that,
for this purpose, 500 DoHars be paid to the Rev. Dr.
Eleazer Wheelock, President of the said College.

Resolved, That the Adjutants of Regiments in the Con-
tinental Army be aHowed the pay and rations of Captains,
and have the rank of First Lieutenants.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Articles of
War; and, after some time, the further consideration thereof
was postponed.

Ordered, That the Secret Committee supply the State
of New-Jersey with one ton of Powder, the said SUlte to be
accountable.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjoumed to ten o'clock to-morrow.
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Friday, September 20,1776.

A Letter of the 18th, from General Washington, and one
of the 13th, from the General Assembly of Massachusetts-
Bay, enclosing sundry Papers, were read:

Ordered, That the Letter from the Assembly of iJ'Iassa-
chusetts-Bay be referred to the Marine Committee.

In order to pre\'ent the Officers and Soldiers who shall
be entitled to the Lands bereafter to be granted by tbe Reso-
lution of Congress of tbe 16th, from disposing of the same
during tbe War,

Resolved, That this Congress will not grant Lands to any
person or persons claiming under the assignment of an
Officer or Soldier.

Ordered, Tbat tbe Medical Committee forward 300
pounds of Peruvian Bark to the Southern Department, for
the use of the Troops there.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Articles of
War, which, being debated by paragraphs, were agreed to,
as follows:

Resolved, That from and after the publication of the fol-
10winO"Articles in the respective Armies of the United States,
the Rules and Articles by which the said Armies have
heretofore been governed, shall be, and they are hereby
repealed.

SECTION I.

ARTICLE 1. That every officer who shall be retained in
the Army of the United States shall, at the time of his
acceptance of his commission, subscribe these rules and
regulations.

ART. 2. It is earnestly recommended to all officers and
soldiers diliO"ently to attend divine service; and all officers
and soldiersowho shall behave indecently or irreverently at
any place of divine worship, shall, if commissioned officers,
be brouO"ht before a general court-martial, there to be pub-
lickly a~d severely reprimanded by the President; if non-
commissioned officers or soldiers, every person so offending
shall, for his first offence, forfeit one-sixth of a dollar, to be
deducted out of his next pay; for the secondoffence,he
shall not only forfeit a like sum, but be confined for twenty-
four hours; and for every like offence, shall suffer and pay
in like manner; which money, so forfeited, shall be applied
to the use of the sick soldiers of the troop or company to
which the offender belongs.

ART. 3. Whatsoever non-commissioned officer or soldier
shall use any profane oath or execration, shall incur the
penalties expressed in the foregoing article; and if a com-
missioned officer be thus guilty of profane cursing or swear-
ing he shall forfeit and pay, for each and every such offence,
two-thirds of a dollar.

ART. 4. Every Chaplain who is commissioned to a regi-
ment, troop, or garrison, and shall absent himself from tbe
said regiment, company, troop, or garrison, (excepting in case
of sickness or leave of absence,) shall be brought to a court-
martial, and be fined not exceeding one month's pay, besides
the loss of his pay during his absence, or be discharged, as
the said court-martial shall judge most proper.

SECTION II.
ART. 1. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall presume to

use traitorous or disrespectful words against the autbority of
the United States in Congress assembled, or the Legislature
of any of the United States in which he may be quartered,
if a commissioned officer, he shall be cashiered; if a non-
commissioned officer or soldier, he shall suffer such punish-
ment as shall be inflicted upon him by the sentence of a
cou rt-martial.

ART.2. Any officer or soldier who shall behave himself
with contempt or disrespect towards the General, or other
Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the United States, or
shall speak words tending to his hurt or dishonour, shan be
punished according to the nature of his offence, by the judg-
ment of a court-martial.

ART. 3. Any officer or soldier who shall begin, excite,
cause, or join in any mutiny or sedition in the troop, com-
pany, or regiment to which he belongs, or in any otber
troop or company in the service of the United States, or in
any part, post, detachment, or guard, on any pretence what-
soever, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as by a
court-martial shall be inAicted.

ART. 4. Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier,
who, being present at any mutiny or sedition, does not use

his utmost endeavour to suppress the same, or coming to
the knowledge of any intended mutiny, does not, without
delay, give information thereof to his commanding officer,
shall be punished by a court-martial with death, or other-
wise, according to the nature of the offence.

ART. 5. Any officer or soldier who shan strike his
superiour officer, or draw, or shall lift up any weapon, or
offer any violence against him, being in the execution of
his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or shall disobey any
lawful command of his superiour officer, shall suffer death,
or such other punishment as shall, according to the nature.
of his offence, be inflicted upon him by the sentence of a
court-martial.

SECTION Ill.
ART. 1. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier,

who sban inlist himself in the service of the United States,
shall at the time of his so inlisting, or within six days after-
wards, have the articles for the government of the forces of
the United States read to him, and shaH, by the officerwho
inlisted him, or by the commanding officer of the troop or
company into which he was inlisted, be taken before the
next Justice of the Peace, or Chief Magistrate of any city or
town-corporate, not being an officer of the army, or, where
recourse cannot be had to the civil magistrate, before the
Judge-Advocate, and, in his presence, shall take the foHow-
ing oath, or affirmation if conscientiously scrupulous about
taking an oath:

" I swear [or affirm as the case may be] to be true to
the United States of America, and to serve them honestly
and faithfuHy against all their enemies 01' opposers whatso-
ever; and to observe and obey the orders of the Continental
Congress, and the orders of the Generals and officers set
over me by them."

Which Justice or Magistrate is to give the officer a ceriifi-
cate signifying that the man inlisted did take the said oath
or affirmation.

ART. 2. After a non-commissioned officer or soldier
shall have been duly inlisted and sworn, he shall not be
dismissedthe service without a dischargein writing; and
no discharge granted to him shall be allowed of as sufficieiJt,
which is not signed by a field-officerof the regiment into
which he was inlisted, or commanding officer where no
field-officerof the regiment is in the same State.

SECTION IV.

ART. 1. Every officer commanding a regiment, troop, or
company, shall, upon the notice given to him by the Com-
missary of Musters, or from one of his deputies, assemble
the regiment, troop, or company under his command in the
next convenient place for their beingmustered.

ART. 2. Every Colonel or other field-officer command-
ing the regiment, troop, or company, and actually residing
with it, may give furloughs to non-commissioned officers
and soldiers, in such numbers and for so long a time as he
shall judge to be most consistent witb the good of the
service; but no non-commissioned officer or soldier shaH,
by leave of his Captain, or inferiour officer commanding the
troop or company (his field-officer not being present) be
absent above twenty days in six months, nor shaH more
than two private men be absent at the sametime fromtheir
troop or company, excepting some extraordinary occasion
shall require it, of which occasion the field-officer present
with, and commanding the regiment, is to be judge.

ART. 3. At every muster, the commanding officer of each
regiment, troop, or company there present, shaH give to the
Commissary certificates signed by himself, signifying how
long such officers who shall not appear at the said muster
have been absent, and the reason of their absence; in like
manner, the commanding officer of every troop or company
shall give certificates signifying the reasons of the absence
of the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers; which
reasons,and time of absence, shaH be inserted in the muster-
roHs opposite to the names of the respective absent officers
and soldiers; tbe said certificates shaH, together with the
muster-rolls, be remitted by the Commissary to the Con-
gress, as speedily as the distance of place will admit.

ART. 4. Every officer who shan be convicted before a
general court-martial of having signed a false certificate,
relating to the absence of either officeror private soldier,
shan be cashiered.

ART. 5. Every officer who shall knowingly make a false
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muster of man or horse, and every officer or Commissary
who shall willingly sign, direct, or allow the signing of the
muster-rolls, wherein such false muster is contained, shall,
upon proof made thereof by two witnesses before a general
court-martial, be cashiered, and shall be thereby utterly
disabled to have or hold any office or employment in the
service of the United States.

ART. 6. Any Commissary who shall be convicted of
having taken money, or any other thing, by way of gratifi-
cation, on the mustering of any regiment, troop, or company,
or on the signing the muster-rolls, shall be displaced from
his office, and shall be thereby utterly disabled to have or
hold any office or employment under the United State.¥.

ART. 7. Any officer who shall presume to muster any
person as a soldier who is, at other times, accuslomed to
wear a livery, or who does not actually do his duty as a
soldier, shall be deemed guilty of having made a false
muster, and shall suffer accordingly.

SECTION V.

ART. 1. Every officer who shall knowingly make a false
return to the Congress, or any committee thereof, to the
Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the United States, or
to any his superiour officer authorized to call for such
returns, of the state of the regiment, troop, or company, or
garrison, under his command, or of arms, ammunition,
clothing, or other stores thereunto belonging, shall, by a
court-martial, be cashiered.

ART. 2. The commanding officer of every regiment,
troop, or independent company, or garrison of the United
States, shall, in the beginning of every month, remit to the
Commander-in-Chief of the American forces, and to the
Congress, an exact return of the state of the regiment, troop,
independent company or garrison under his command,
specifying the names of the officers not then residing at
their posts, and the reason for, and time of, their absence:
whoever shall be convicted of having, through neglect or
design, omitted the sending such returns, shall be punished
according to the nature of his crime, by the judgment of a
general court-martial.

SECTION VI.

ART. 1. All officers and soldiers, who, having received
pay, or having been dLily inlisted in the service of the
United States, shall be convicted of having deserted the
same, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as by a
court-martial shall be inflicted.

ART. 2. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who
shall, without leave from his commanding officer, absent
himself fi'om his troop or company, or from any detach-
ment with which he shall be commanded, shall, upon
being convicted thereof, be punished according to the nature
of his offence, at the discretion of a court-martial.

ART. 3. No non-commissioned officer or soldier shall
inlist himself in any other regiment, troop, or company,
without a regular discharge from the regiment, troop, or
company in which he last served, on the penalty of being
reputed a deserter, and suffering accordingly; and in case
any officer shall knowingly receive and entertain such non-
commissioned officer or soldier, or shall not, after his being
discovered to be a deserter, immediately confine him, and
give notice thereof to the corps in which he last served, he,
the said officer so offending, shall, by a court-martial, be
cashiered. .

ART. 4. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall be convicted
of having advised or persuaded any other officer or soldier
to desert the service of the United States, shall suffer such
punishment as shall be inflicted upon him by the sentence
of a. court-martial.

SECTION VII.

AR'{'. 1. No officer or soldier shall use any reproachful
or pro\-oking speeches or gestures to another, upon pain, if
an officer, of being put in arrest: if a soldier, imprisoned,
and of asking pardon of the party offended, in the presence
of his commanding officer.

ART. 2. No officer or soldier shall presume to send a
chal1enge to any other officer or soldier to fight a duel, upon
pain, if a commissioned officer, of being cashiered, if a non-
commissioned officer or soldier, of suffering corporeal pun-
ishment, at the discretion of a court-martial.

ART. 3. If any commissioned or non-commissioned officer
commanding a guard, shall, knowingly and willingly, suffer

any person whatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, he shall
be punished as a chal1enger; and likewise all seconds,
promQters,and carriers of challenges, in order to duels, shall
be deemed as principals, and be punished accordingly.

ART. 4. All officers, of what condition soever, have
power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and disorders,
though the persons concerned should belong to another
regiment, troop, or company; and either to order officers
into arrest, or non-commissioned officersor soldiers to prison,
till their proper superiour officers shall be acquainted there-
with; and whosoever shall refuse to obey such officer
(though of an inferiour rank) or shall draw his sword upon
him, shall be punished at the discretion of a general court-
martial.

ART. 5. Whatsoever officer or soldier shal1 upbraid
another for refusin-ga chal1enge, shall himself be punished
as a challenger; and all officers and soldiers are hereby
discharged of any disgrace, or opinion of disadvantacre,which
might arise from their having refused to accept of cl~allenges,
as they will only have acted in obedience to the orders of
Congress, and done their duty as good soldiers, who subject
themselves to discipline.

SECTION VIII.
ART. l. No suttleI' shall be permitted to sell any kind of

liquors or victuals, or to keep their houses or shops open,
for the entertainment of soldiers, after nine at night, or before
the beating of the reveilles, or'upon Sundays, during Divine
service or sermon, on the penalty of being dismissed from
all future sutt]ing.

ART. 2. All officers, soldiers, and suttlers, shall have full
liberty to bring into any of the forts or garrisons of the
UnitedAmerican States, any quantity or speciesof pro-
visions, eatable or drinkable, except where any contract or
contracts are or shall be entered into by Congress, or by
their order, for furnishing such provisions, and with respect
only to the species of provisions so contmcted for.

ART. 3. All officers commanding in the forts, barracks
or garrisons of the United States, are hereby required to se~
that the persons permitted to suttle shal1 supply the so]-
diers with good and wholesome provisions at the market
price, as they shaH be answerable for their neglect.

ART. 4. No officers commanding in any of the garrisons
forts, or barracks of the United States, shall either themselve~
exact exorbitant prices for houses or stalls let out to suttlers
or shall connive at the like exactions in others; nor, by thei;
own authority an.d for. t.heir private adva.ntage, shall they
lay any duty or ImposItion upon, or be mterested in the
sale of such victuals, liquors, or other necessaries of' life
which are brought into the garrison, fort, or barracks, for th~
use of the soldiers, on the penalty of being discharcred from
the service.

<>

SECTION IX.

ART. 1. Every officer commanding in quarters, garrisons,
or on a march, shall keep good order, and, to the utmost of
his power, redress al1 such abuses or disorders which may
be committed by any officer or soldier under his command'
if, upon co.mpl~int ma?e to him of officers o~ soldi~rs beating:
OJ' otherwIse III treatmg any person; of dlsturbmcr fairs or
markets, or of committing any kind of riots to the d~quieting
of the good people of the United States, he, the said com-
mander, who shall refuse or omit to see justice done on the
offender or offenders, and reparation made to the party or
parties injured, as far as part of the offenders' pay shallenable
him or them, shall; upon. proof !hereof, be punished, by a

'general court-martIal, as If he hImself had committed the
crimes or disorders complained of.

SECTION X.

ART. 1. Whenever any officeror soldier shall be accused
of a capital crime, or of having used violence, or committed
any offence against the persons or property of the good
people of any of the United American States, such as is
punishable by the known laws of the land, the commanding
officer and officers of every regiment, troop, or party, towhich
the ~erson or perso~s ~o accused shall belong, are hereby
reqUIred, upon apphcatIon duly made by or in behalf of the
party or parties injured, to use his utmost endeavours to
deliver over such accused person or persons to the civil
magistrate; and likewise to be aiding and assisting to the
officers of justice in a~prehending ~nd securing the person
or persons so accused, m order to brmg them to a trial. If

.
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any commanding officer or officers shan wilfully neglect or
~hal1 refuse, upon the application aforesaid, to deliver over
such accused person or persons to the ciyil magistrates, or
to be aiding and assisting to the officers of justice in appre-
hending sucb person or persons, the officer or officers so
offending shall be cashiered.

ART. 2. No officer shall protect any person from his
creditors, on the pretence of his being a soldier, nor any
non-commissioned officer or soldier who does not actually
do all duties as such, and no further than is allowed by a
resolution of Congress, bearing date the 26tb day of De-
cember, 1775. Any officer offending herein, being cOn-
victed thereof before a' court-martial, shall be casbiered.

SECTION XI.
ART. 1. If any officer sball think himself to be wronged

by his Colonel, or the commanding officer of the regiment,
and shall, upon due application made to him, be refused to
be redressed, he may complain to the General, commanding
in chief tbe forces of the United States, in order to obtain

justice, who is hereby required to examine into the said
complaint, and, either by himself or tbe Board of War, to
make report to Congress thereupon, in order to receive
furtber directions.

ART. 2. If any inferiour officer or soldier shall think
himself wronged by bis Captain, or other officer com-
mandin<T the troop or company to which he belongs, he is
to complain thereof to the commanding officer of tbe regi-
ment, who is hereby required to summon a regimental
court-martial, for the doing justice to tbe complainant; from
which regimental court-martial either party may, if he tbinks
himself still aggrieved, appeal to a general court-martial;
but if" upon a second hearing, the appeal shall ~ppear to be
vexatiOus and groundless, the person so appealmg shaH be
punished at the discretion of the said general court-martial.

SECTION XII,

ART. 1. Whatsoever commissioned officer, storekeeper,
or commissary, shall be convicted at a general court-mar-
tial of having sold, (without a proper order for tbat pur-
pose,) embezzled, misapplied, or wilfully or through neglect
suffered any of tbe provisions, forage, arms, clothing, ammu-
nition, or olher military stores belonging to the United
States, to be spoiled or damaged, the said officer, store-
keeper, or commissary so offending, shall, at his own charge,
make O'oodthe loss or damage; shall moreover forfeit all
his pay~ and be dismissed from the service.

ART. 2. Whatsoever non-commissioned officer or soldier
shall be convicted at a regimental court-martial of having
sold, or designedly or through neglect wasted, the ammuni-
tion delivered out to him to be employed in the service of
the United States, shall, if a non-commissioned officer, be
reduced to a private sentinel, and shall besides suffer cor-
poreal punishment in the same ma"nner as a private sentinel
so offending,at the discretionof a regimental court-martial.

ART. 3. Every non-commissioned officer or soldier who
shall be convicted at a court-martial of ha-ving soJd, lost,
or spoiled, through neglect, his horse, arms, clothes, or
accoutrements, shall undergo such weekly stoppages, (not
exceeding the half of his pay,) as a court-martial shall
judge sufficipnt for repairing the loss or damage, and shall
suffer imprisonment, or such otber corporeal punishment, as
his crime shall deserve.

ART. 4. Every officer who shall be convicted at a court-
martial of having embezzled or misapplied any money with
which he may have been entrusted for tbe payment of the
men under his command, or for inlisting men into the ser-
vice, if a commissioned officer, shall be cashiered and com-
pelled to refund the money: if a non-commissioned officer,
shall be reduced to serve in the ranks as a private soldier,
be put under stoppages until the money be made good, and
suffer such corporeal punishment (not extending to life or
limb) as the court-martial shall think fit.

ART. 5. Every Captain of a troop or company is charged
with the arms, accoutrements, ammunition, clothing, or other
warJike stores belonging to the troop or company under his
command; which he is to be accountable for to his Colonel,
in case of their being lost, spoiled, or damaged, not by
unavoidable accidents, or on actual service.

SECTION XIII.
ART.1. All non-commissionedofficersami soldierswho

shall be found one mile from the camp without leave, in

writing," from their commanding officer, shall suffer such
punishment as shall be inflicted upon them by the sentence
of a court-martial.

ART. 2. No officer or soldier shall lie out of his quarters,
garrison, or camp, without leave from his superiour officer,
upon penalty of being punished according to the nature of
his offence, by the sentence of a court-martial.

ART. 3. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier shall
retire to his quarters or tent at the beating of the retreat;
in default of which he shall be punished,according to the
nature of his offence, by the commanding officer.

ART. 4. No officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier,
shall fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the place of
parade or exerci;;e, or other rendez\'ous appointed by his
commanding officer, if not pl'evented by sickness or some
other evident necessity; or shall go from the said place of
rendezvous or from his guard, without leave from his com-
manding officer, before he shall be regularly dismissed or
relieved, on the penalty of being punished according to the
nature of his offence, by the sentence of a court-martial.

ART. 5. Whatever commissioned officer shall be found
drunk on his guard party, or other duty under arms, shall
be cashiered for it: any non-commissioned officer or soldie."
so offending shall suffer such corporeal punishment as shall
be inflicted by the sentence of a court-martial.

"
ART. 6. Whatever sentinel sball be found sleeping upon

hispost,or shall leaveit beforehe shallbe regularly relieved,
shall suffer deatb, or such other punishment as sball be
inflicted by the sentence of a court-martial.

ART. 7. No soldier belonging to any regiment, troop, or
company, sball hire another to do his dUty for bim, or be
excused from duty, but in case of sickness, disability, or
leave of absence; and every such soldier found guilty of
hiring his duty, as also the party so hired to do another's
duty, shall be punished at the next regimental court-mar-
tial.

ART. 8. And every non-commissioned officer conniving
at such hiring of duty as aforesaid, shall be reduced for it;
and every commissioned officer, knowing and aHowing of"
such ill practices in the service, shall be punished by the
judgment of a general court-martial.

ART. 9. Any person, belonging to the forces employed
in the service of the United States, who, by discharging of
fire-arms, drawing of swords, beating of drums, or by any
other means whatsoever, shall occasion false alarms in
camp, garrison, or quarters, sball suffer deatb, or stich other
punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a gen-
eral court-martial.

ART. 10. Any officer, or soldier whp shall, without urgent
necessity, or without the leave of his superiour officer,quit
his platoon or division, shall be punished according to the
nature of his offence, by the sentence of a court-martial.

ART. 11. No officer or soldier sball do violence to any
person who brings provisions or other necessaries to the
camp, garrison, or quarters of the forces of the United
States etnployed in parts out of said States, on pain of
death, or such other punishment as a court-martial shall
direct.

ART. ] 2. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall misbehave
himself before the enemy, or shamefully abandon any post
committed to his charge, or shaH speak words inducing
others to do the like, shall suffer death.

ART. 13. Whatsoever officer or soldier shaH misbehave
himself before the enemy, and run away, or shamefully
abandon any fort, post, or guard, which he or they sball be
commanded to defend, or speak words inducing others to
do the like; or who, after victory, shall quit his commanding
officer or post to plunder and pillage: every such offender,
being duly convicted thereof, shall be reputed a disobeyer
of military orders; and shaH suffer death, or such other pun-
ishment as, by a general court-martial, shall be inflicted on
him.

ART. 14. Any person, belonging to the forces of the
United States, who shall cast away his arms and ammuni-
tion, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall
be ordered by the sentence of a general court-martial.

ART. 15. Any person, belonging to the forces of the
United States, who shall make known tbe watch-word to
any person who is not entitled to receive it according to the
rules and discipline of war, or shall presume to give a
parole or watch-word different from what he received, shall
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suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be ordered
by the sentence of a general court-martial.

ART. 16. All officers and soldiers are to behave them-
selves orderly in quarters, and on their march; and whoso-
ever shall commit any waste or spoil, either in walks of
trees, parks, warrens, fish-ponds, houses or gardens, corn-
fields, enclosures or meadows, or shall maliciously destroy
any property whatsoever belonging to the good people of
the United States, unless by order of the then Commander-
in-Chief of the forces of the said States, to annoy rebels
or other enemies in arms against said States: he or they
that shall be found guilty of offending herein, shall (besides
such penalties as they are liable to by law) be punished
according to the nature and degree of the offence, by the
judgment of a regimental or general court-martial.

ART. 17. Whosoever, belonging to the forces of the
United States, employed in foreign parts shall force a safe-
guard, shall suffer death.

ART. 18. Whosoever shall relieve the enemy with money,
victuals, or ammunition, or shall knowingly harbour or pro-
tect an enemy, shall suffer death, or such other punishment
as by a court-martial shall be inflicted.

ART. 19. Whosoever shall be convicted of holding corre-
spondence with, or giving intelligence to the enemy, either
directly or indirectly, shall suffer death, or such other pun-
ishment as by a court-martial shall be inflicted.

ART. 20. All publick stores taken in the enemy's camp,
towns, forts, or magazines, whether of artillery, ammunition,
clothing, forage, or provisions,shall be secured for the service
of the United States; for the 'neglect of which the' com-
manders-in-chief are to be answerable.

ART. 21. If any officer or soldier shall leave his post or
colours to go in search of plunder, fie shall upon being con-
victed thereof before a general court-martial, suffer death,
01' such other punishment as by a court-martial shall be
inflicted.

ART. 22. If any commander of any garrison, fortress, or
post, shall be compelled by the officers or soldiers under his
command to give up to the enemy, or to abandon it, the
commissioned officers, non~commissionedofficers,or soldiers,
who shall be convicted of having so offended, shall suffer
death, or such other punishment as shall be inflicted upon
them by the sentence of a court-martial.

ART. 23. All suttlers and retainers to a camp, and all
persons whatsoever serving with the armies of the United
States in the field, though no in]isted soldier, are to be sub-
ject to orders, according to the rules and discipline of war.

ART. 24. Officers having brevets, or commissions of a
prior date to those cl the regiment in which they now serve,
may take place in courts-martial and on detachments, when
composed of different corps, according to the ranks given
them in their brevets or dates of their former commissions;
but in tbe regiment, troop, or company to which such brevet
officers and those who have commissions of a prior date do
belong, they shall do duty and take rank both on court-
martial and on detachments which shall be composed only
of their own corps, according to the commissions by which
they are mustered in the said corps.

ART. 25. If upon marches, guards, or in quarters, differ-
ent corps shall happen to join or do duty together, tbe
eldest officer by commission there, on duty, or in quarters,
shall command the whole, and give out orders for what is
needful to the service: regard being always had to the
several ranks of those corps, and the posts they usually
occupy.

ART. 26. And in like manner also, if any regiments,
troops, or detachments of horse or foot shall happen to march
with, or be encamped or quartered with any bodies or
detachments of other troops in the service of the United
States, the eldest officer, without respect to corps, shall take
upon him the command of the whole, and give the necessary
orders to the service. .

SECTION XIV,
ART. 1. A general court-martial in the United States

shall not consist of less than thirteen commissioned officers,
and the President of such court-martial shall not be the
commander-in-chief or commandant of the garrison where
tbe offender shall be tried, nor be under the degree of a
field-officer.

ART. 2. The members both of general and regimental
courts-martial shall, when belonging to different corps, take

the same rank which they hold in the army; but when
courts-martial shall be composed of officers of one corps,
they shall take their ranks according to the dates of the
commissions, by which they are mustered in the said corps.

ART. 3. The Judge-Advocate General, or some person
deputed by him, shall prosecute in the name of the United
States oj Ame-rica; and in trials of offenders by general
courts-martial, administer to each member the following
oaths:

" You shall well and truly try and determine, according
to your evidence, the matter now before you, between the
United States of America and the prisoners to be tried.
So he]p you God. -

"Y ou A. B. do swear, that you will duly administer
justice according to the rules and articles for the berter
government of the forces of the United States oj America,
without partiality, favour, or affection; and if any doubt
shall arise which is not eXplained by the said articles, accord-
ing to your conscience, the best of yo.ur understanding, and
the custom of war in the like cases. And you do further
swear, that you WiH not divulge the sentence of the court
until it shall be approved of by the General, or commander-
in-chief; neither will you upon any account, at any time
whatsoever, disclose or discover the vote or opinion of any
particu]ar member of the court-martial, unless required to
give evidence thereof as a witness by a court of justice, in
a due course of law. So help you God."

And as soon as the said oath shall have been administered
to the respective members, the President of the court shall
administer to t~Je Judge-Advocate, or person officiating as
such, an oath 10 the following words:

" You A. B. do swear, that you will not, upon any
account, at any time whatsoever, disclose or discover the
vote or opinion of any particular member of the court-
martial, unless required to give evidence thereof, as a witness,
by a court of justice, in a due course of law. So help you
God."

ART.4. All the members of a cOUl't-martialare to behave
with calmness and decency; and in the giving of their votes,
are to begin with the youngest in commission.

ART. 5. All persons who give evidence before a general
court-maltial are to be examined upon oath; and no
sentence of death shaH be given against any offender by any
general court-martial, unless two-thirds of the officers present
shall concur therein.

ART. 6. All persons called to give evidence, in any cause,
before a court-martial, who shall refuse to give evidence,
shall be punished for such refusal, at the discretion of such
court-martial: the oath to be administered in the following
form, viz:

"
You swear the evidence you shall give in the cause

now in hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. So help you God."

ART. 7. No field-officer shall be tried by any person
under the degree of a captain; nor shall any proceedings or
trials be carried on excepting between the hours of eight in
the morning and of three in the afternoon, except in cases
which require an immediate example.

ART. 8. No senlence of a general court-martial shall
be put in execution,till after a report shall be made of the
whole proceedings to Congress, or to the General or Com-
mander-in-Chief of the forces of the Unjted States, and their
or his directions be signified thereupon.

ART. 9. For the more equitable decision of disputes
which may arise between officers and soldiers belonging to
different corps, it is hereby directed, that the courts-martial
shall be equally composed of officers belonging to the corps
in which the parties in question do then serve; and that the
Presidents shall be taken by turns, beginning with that
corps which shall be eldest in rank.

ART. 10. The commissioned officers of every regiment
may, by the appointment of their Colonel or commanding
officer, hold regimental courts-martial for the inquiring into
such disputes or criminal matters, as may come before them,
and for the .inflicting corporeal punishments forsmalloffences,
and shall give judgment by the majority of voices; but no
sentence shaH be executed till the commanding officer (not
being a member of the court-martial) 01"the commandant
of the garrison shall have confirmed the same.

ART. 11. No regimental court-martial shall consist of
less than five officers, excepting in cases where that number
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cannot conveniently be assembled, when three may be
sufficient; who are likewise to determine upon the sentence
by the majority of voices; which sentence is to be confirmed
by th,e commanding officer of the regiment, not being a
member of the court-martial.

ART. 12. Every officer commanding in any of the forts,
barracks, or elsewhere, where the corps under his command
consists of detachments from different regiments, or of inde-
pendent companies, may assemble courts-martial for the
trial of offenders in the same manner as if they were regi-
mental, whose sentence is not to be executed until it shall
be confirmed Iiy the said commanding officer.

ART. 13. No commissioned officer shall be cashiered or
dismissed from the service, excepting by an order from the
Congress, or by the sentence of a general court-martial;
but non-commissioned officers may be discharged as private
soldiers, and, by the order of the Colonel of the regiment, or
by the sentence of a reg-imental court-martial, be reduced to
private sentinels. .

ART. 14. No person whatever shall use menacing words,
signs, or gestures, in the presence of a court-martial then
sitting, or shall cause any disorder or riot so as to disturb
their proceedings, on the penalty of being punished at the
discretion of the said court-martial.

ART. 15. To the end that offenders may be brought to
justice, it is hereby directed, that whenever any officer or
soldier shall commit a crime deserving punishment, he shall,
by his commanding officer, if an officer, be put in arrest:
if a non-commissioned officer or soldier, be imprisoned till
he shall be either tried by a court-martial, or shaH be law-
fully discharged by a proper authority.

ART. 16. No officer or soldier who shall be put in arrest
or imprisonment, shaH continue in his confinement more
than eight days, or till such time as a court-martial can be
conveniently assembled.

ART. 17. No officer commanding a guard, or provost-
martial, shall refuse to receive or keep any prisoner com.'
mitted to his charge, by any officer belonging to the forces
of the United States: which officer shall, at the same time,
deliver an account in writing, signed by himself, of the
crime with which the said prisoner is charged.

ART. 18. No officer commanding a guard, or provost-
martial, shall presume to release any prisoner committed to
his charge without propel' authority for so doing; nor shall
he suffer any prisoner to escape, on the penalty of being
punished for it by the sentence of a court-martial.

ART. 19. Every officer or prO\'ost-martial to whose charge
prisoners shall be committed, is hereby required, within
twenty-four hours after such commitment, or as soon as he
shall be relieved from his guard, to give in writing to the
Colonel of the regiment to whom the prisoner belongs,
(where the prisoner is confined upon the guard belonging to
the said regiment, and that his offence only relates to the
neglect of duty in his own corps,) or to the commander-in-
chief, their names, their crimes, and the names of the
officers who committed them, on the penalty of his being
punished for his disobedience or neglect, at the discretion of
a court-martial.

ART. 20. And if any officer under arrest shall leave his
confinement before he is set at liberty by the officer who
confined him, or by a superiour power, he shall be cashiered
for it.

ART. 21. Whatso~ver commissioned officer shall be con-
victed, before a general court-martial, of behaving in a
scandalous, infamous manner, such as is unbecoming the
character of an officer and a gentleman, shall be dischar<Ted
from the service.

0

ART. 22. In all cases where a commissioned officer is
cashiered for cowardice, or fraud, it shall be added in the
punishment that the crime, name, place of abode, and
punishment of the delinquent, be published in the news-
papers in and about the camp, and of that particular State
from which the offender came, or usually resides; after
which, it shall be deemed scandalous for any officer to asso-
ciate with him.

SECTION XV,
ART. 1. 'When any commissioned officer shall happel} to

die, or be killed, in the service of the United States, the
Major of the regiment, or the officer doing the .Major's duty
in his abser!ce, shall immediately secure all his effects or
equipage then in camp or quarters; and shall, before the

next regimental court-martial, make an inventory thereof,
and forthwith transmit the same to the office of the Board
of War, to the end that his executors may, after payment
of his debts in quarters, and interment, receive the overplus,
if any be, to his or their use.

ART. 2. When any non-commissioned officer or soldier
shall happen to die, or to be killed, in the service of the
United States, the then commanding officer of the troop or
company shall, in the presence of two other commissioned
officers, take an account of whatever effects he dies pos-
sessed of above his regimental clothing, arms, and accoutre-
ments, and transmit the same to the office of the Board at
War; which said effects are to be accounted for, and paid
to the representative of such deceased non-commissioned
officer or soldier. And in case any of the officers so
authorized to take care of the effects of dead officers and
soldiers, should, before they shall have accounted to their
representatives for the same, have occasion to leave the
regiment, by preferment or otherwise, they shall, before they
be permitted to quit the same, deposite in the hands of tbe
commanding officer, or of the agent of the regiment, all
the effects of such deceased non-commissioned officers and
soldiers, in order that the same may be secured for and
paid to their respective representatives.

SECTION XVI.

ART. 1. All officers, conductors, gunners, matrosses,
drivers, or !fny other persons whatsoever, receiving payor
hire in the service of .1he Artillery of the United States, shall
be governed by the aforesaid rules and articles, and shall be
subject to be tried by courts-martial in like manner with the
officers and soldiers of the other troops in the service of the
United States. .

ART. 2. For differences arising amongst themselves, or
in matters relating sole]y to their own corps, the courts-
martial may be composed of their own officers; but where
a number sufficient of such officers cannot be assembled, or
in matters wherein other corps are interested, the officers of
Artillery shall sit in courts-martial with the officers of the
other corps, taking their rank according to the dates of their
respective commissions, and no otherwise.

SECTION XVII.

ART. 1. The officers and soldiers of any troops, whether
Minute-men, Militia, or others, being mustered and in Con-
tinental pay, shaH, at all times and in all places, when
joined, or acting in conjunction with the regular forces of
the United States, be governed by these rules or articles of
war, and shall be subject to be tried by courts-martial in
like manner with the officers and soldiers in the regular
forces, save only that such courts-martial shall be composed
entirely of Militia officers of the same Provincial corps with
the offender.

That such Militia' and Minute-men as are now in ser-
vice, and have, by particular contract with the respective
States, engaged to be governed by particular regulations
while in Continental service, shall not be subject to the
above articles of war.

ART. 2. For the future, all General officers and Colonels,
serving by commission from the authority of any particular
State, shall, on all detachments, courts-martial, or other duty
wherein they may be employed in conjunction with the
regular forces of the United States, take rank next after
all Genera]s and Colonels serving by commissions from Con-
gress, though the commissions of such particular Generals
and Colonels should be of elder date; and in like manner
Lieutenant-Colonels, .Majors, Captains, and other inferiour
officers, serving by commission from any particular State,
shall, on all detachments, courts-martial, or other duty
wherein they may be employed in conjunction with the
regular forces of the United States, have rank next after all
officers of the like rank serving by commissions from Con-
gress, though the commissions of such Lieutenant-Colonels,
Majors, Captains, and other inferiour officers, should be of
elder date to those of the like rank from Congress.

SECTION XVIII.

ART. 1. The aforegoing articles are to be read and pub-
lished once in every two months at the head of every
regiment, troop, or company, mustered, or to be mustered,
in the service of the United States; and are to be duly
observed and exactly obeyed by all officers and soldiers
who are or shall be in the said service.
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ART. 2. The General, or Commander-in-Chief for the
time being, shall have full power of pardoning or mitigating
any of the punishments ordered to be inflicted, for any
of the offences mentioned in the foregoing articles; and
every offender convicted as aforesaid, by any regimental
court-martial, may be pardoned, or have his punishment
mitigated by the Colonel, or officer commanding the
regiment.

ART. 3. No person shall be sentenced to suffer death,
except in the cases expressly mentioned in the foregoing
articles; nor shall more than one hundred lashes be inflicted
on any offender, at the discretion of a court-martial.

That every Judge-Advocate, or person officiatingas such,
at any general court-martial, do, and he is hereby required
to transmit, with as much expedition as the opportunity of
time and distance of place can admit, the original proceedings
and sentence of such court-martial to the Secretary at War,
which said original proceedings and sentence shall be care-
ful!y kept and preserved in the office of said Secretary, to
the end that persons entitled thereto may be enabled, upon
application to the said office, to obtain copies thereof.

That the party tried by any general court-martiaJ, shall
be entitled to a copy of the sentence and proceedings of
such court-martial, upon demand thereof, made by himself,
or by any other person or persons on his behalf, whether
such sentence be approved or not.

ART. 4. The field-officers of each and every regiment
are to appoint some suitable person belonging to such regi-
ment, to receive all such fines as may arise within the same,
for any breach of any of the foregoingarticles, and shal! direct
the same to be carefully and properly applied to the relief
of such sick, wounded, or necessitous soldiers as belong to
such regiments; and such person shall account with such
officer for all fines received, and the application thereof.

ART. 5. All crimes not capital, and all disorders and
neglects which officers and soldiers may be guilty of, to the
prejudice of good order and military discipline, though not
mentioned in the above articles of war, are to be taken
cognizance of by a gene.ral or regimental court-martial,
according to the nature and degree of the offence, and be
punished at their discretion.

Ordered, That the foregoing Articles of War be imme-
diately published.

Ordered, That the Resolutions for raising the new Army
be immediately published, and copies thereof sent to the
Commanding Officers in the several departments, and to the
Assemblies and Conventions of the respective States.

A Petition from Charles Roberts, Commander of the
Schooner 1'histle, was read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That the sum of 6,700 Dollars be advanced
to the DeJegates of New-York, for the use of that State, .

the said State to be accountable.

Ordered, That Mr. Paine write to Governour Trumbull
respecting the practicability of enlarging the Furnace at
Salisbury, for casting heavy cannon there, and request his
opinion concerning the same. .

The Delegates from New-York having communicated
to Congress a Letter of the 9th, from the Committee of
Safety of that State, with sundry Papers enclosed:

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
take the same into consideration, and report thereon with
all convenient despatch:

The Members chosen,Mr. Chase, Mr. Paine, and Mr.
Stockton.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
repair to Head-Quarters, near New- York, to inquire into
the state of the Army, and the best means of supplying their
wants:

The Members chosen, Mr. Sherman, ~k Gerry, and
Mr. Lewis.

Resolved, That an Assistant Physician to Dr. Shippen
be appointed for the Fying-Camp and Troops in New-Jersey,
and that his pay be 2 Dollars and 2-3ds per day:

The ballots being taken, Dr. William Brown was elected.

The several matters to this day referred bein(J'postponed
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

0 ,

Monday, September 23, 1776.

A Letter of the 20th and 21st, Ii'omGeneral Washington,
with sundry Papers enclosed; two of the 19th, from J.
Trumbull; one of the 21st, from the Convention of Dela-
ware; one of the 14th, from R. Varick; one of the 19th,
from Governour W. Livingston; one of the 14th, from.
General Schuyler, with sundry Papers enclosed, and one
of the 19th, from Colonel Van Schaick, and one from Dr.
William Shippen, were read:

Ordered, That the Letter from Dr. Shippen be referred
to the Medical Committee, and the rest to the Board of
War.

Two Petitions, one from Colonel J. Stark, and the other
from Mons. Devourouy, were read, and referred to the
Board of War.

'

A Petition from Captain Archibald Hamilton was read,
praying that he may be permitted to return horne and reside
with his wife and children:

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted.
Resolved, That two months' pay be advanced to Mons.

Colerus, as Major; the same to Mons. ltlalmedy, and two
months' pay to Mons. de VerneJouz, as Captain.

A Letter from the Speaker of the Assembly of New-
Jersey, with an extract of a Letter from Amboy enclosed,
was laid before Congress and read:

Ordered, Tbat a copy of the Letter from the Speaker of
the Assemblyof New-Jersey, and of the enclosed Letter
from Amboy, be sent to General ~Mercer; and that he be
desired to take such steps as shall effectually introduce
order, and remove the complaints of the inhabitants of the
State of New-Jersey.

Resolved, That two Members be added to the Committee
on the Treasury:

The ballots being taken, Mr. Hooper and Mr. Ellery'
were elected.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
devise ways and means for providing Clothin(J' and other
necessaries for the Army:

0

The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wythe and
Mr. R. Morris. '

Two Letters, of the 22d, from General Washington
being received, were read. '

The Committee, to whom were referred the several
Papers from the Convention of the State of New- York,
brought in a Report, which was taken into consideration:
Whereupon,

Resolved, That the German Battalion be ordered im-
mediately to join the Army under General WashinO"ton'
and that the President inform his Excellency of their ni'arch'
and desire that he will order an equal numberof men fro~
his Army, to garrison the forts in the Highlands.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to supply the
German Battalion with such articles of Clothing as they
may stand in need of; the same to be charged to their
account, and deducted out of the pay of the men:

That three tons of the fifteen tons of Powder, lately
ordered to the Northern Army, and no\V on its way
thither, be left at New- Windsor, in the State of New- York,
and from thence conveyed to Fort Montgomery; and that
five tons be immediat~ly sent from the,City of Philadelphia'

T~at tW? Comp~ntes of the Mannes lately raised, and
now 10 Phzladelphza, be also ordered to march immediately
to Fort Montgomery:

That application be ?1ade to the Council of Safety of
the State of Pennsylvama, to order one-half of the Artille-
rymen, now in the service of their State, to proceed to Fort
Montgomery as soon as possible:

That Congress approve the measures adopted by the
Convention of New- York for the defence of tbe Highlands
and will cheerfully defray all the necessary expenses thaf
may accrue.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. '

Tuesday, September 24, 1776.

A Petition from Benjamin Marshall and brothers, and
-one from John Hazard, were read, and referred to the

Marine Committee.
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A Petition from Charles Startin was read:
Ordered, To lie on the table.
The Board of War brought in a Report, which was read:
Ordered, To lie on the table.
The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of

Colonel Hazen, brought in a Report, which was taken into
consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That Colonel Hazen and Lieutenant-Colonel
Edward Antill, be continued in their offices, in the Army
of the United States, and that they recruit their Regiment
to the nUlnber of a Battalion on the Continental establish-
ment :

That the settlement of Colonel Hazen's Accounts of
moneys advanced by him, for the servi?e of)?e Vnited
States, in Canada, be referred to the CommissIoners ap-
pointed to audit Accounts in the Northern Department:

That 1095 Dollars be paid to Colonel Hazen, in full
satisfaction for his neat CattJe, Sheep, Swine, Poultry, Hay,
and other articles, alleO'edto have been taken and used for
the benefit of the Conti~ental Army, near St. John's; which
sum toO'etherwith 533 Do]Jars and 1-3 already received by
him 'on ~hat account, is the amount of the said artides, as
estimated by Commissioners appointed by General Wooster
for that purpose, pursuant to an order of Congress:

That the dama/J'esdone to the Buildings, Farms, &c., by
our Troops or th~e of the enemy, ought not. to be paid,
unless O'eneralprovision be made forcompensatmg all others
who, by means of the war, have, i.n like manner~ been
damnified; which may be a subject worthy to be considered,
after the close of the war.

Resolved, That the Committee be discharged from
inquiring into what respects the conduct of General Arnold;
the Congress having directed General Washington to cause
an inquiry to be made into tbe conduct of the officers who
served in Canada.

Resolved, That a Committeeof five be appointed to
devise ways and~.eans foretfectu,al.lyproviding the ~orther.o
Army with ProvISIons and Medicines, and supplymg theIr
other necessary wants:

The Members chosen, Mr. Rush, Mr. Hall, Mr. Chase,
Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Stockton.

Resolved That the Medical Committee be directed to
apply to the qo.uncil of Safety. of. Per:nsylva~lia for a
quantity of Medlcmes: to be repaLd In kmd or In cash, as
they shall choose.

The Board of War brought in a further Report:
Ordered, To lie on the table.

o Congress resumed the consideration ,of the Instructions to
the Commissioners; and the same bemg debated by para-
graphs, and amended, were agreed to.

Ordered, That the Committee of Secret Correspondence
lay before Congress. to-morrow morning the intelligence
they have lately received from abroad.

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned for the
appointment of Commissioners to transact the business of
the United States at the Court of France.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned \0 ten o'clock to-morrow.

W cilnesday, September 25, 1776.

Two Letters from General Lee; one of the 24th of
August to the President, the other of the 27th of the same
month to the Board of War, both dated from Savannah,
being received, were read.

. The Committee on the Treas~ry reported, that there is
due,

To John Bates, for 212 Camp-Kettles delivered to
Gustavus Risberg, Assistant to the Deputy Quartermaster-
General, :l82 60-90 Dollars:

To Melchior Meng, for Wagon-hire, carrying Money to
Albany, with expenses, going and returning, 117 7-90
Dollars;

To Samuel Johnson, for 1047 Meals supplied the Militia
on their march to lVew-Jersey, 104 6:]-90 DolIaL.S:

To John Kerlin, for entertaining Militia on their march
to New-Jersey, 55 27-90 Dollars:

To Messrs. St. Lu7ce la Corn, Major Campbell, and Cap-
tain Frazier, prisoners fi.om Canada, for their allowance of

two Dollars a week each, and for their three servants at one
DoJlar a week each, from the 8th of July to the 23d of
September, 1776, incJusive, 11 weeks, 90 Dollars:

To Peter Mather, for entertaining Militia on their march
to New-Jersey, 32 72-90 DoUars:

To Samuel Pews, for supplying the Militia with 269
Meals of victuals, on their march to New-Jersey, 26 81-90
Dollars:

To Francis Lee, for the hire of a Stage-Coach, agreeable
to a certificate of Richard Peters, Esq., to convey G~neral
Prescotand General M; Donald, with theirGuard, 26 60-90
Dollars:

To Jacob Henkles, for supplying Troops with Provisions,
on their march to New-Jersey, 215 52-90 Dollars:

To Robert Tolbert 18 18-90 Dollars, and to Joseph
M Kellup 45 18-90 Dollars, for entertaining Troops on their
march to New-Jersey, both sums amounting to 63 36-90
Dollars, to be paid to the said Joseph M'KeZZup: .

To Colonel Allen J1Donald of Kingsborough, and his
son Alexander M'Donald, for their allolVanpe of two Dol-
lars a week for 21 weeks, and for their servants' allowance,
2 L weeks, at one Dollar a week, settled to the 17th of
September,105 Dollars: ;

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid.
The Committee of Treasury further reported, that there

is dlle,
To John Pluc7crose,for going express from Congress to

Chl'lrleston,South-CaroNna, 132 Dollars:
To the Steward of the Pennsylvania Hospital, for board-

ing William Whiting, a wounded soldier, 4 weeks, by order
of Congress, 5 3()"'9O Dollars :

To Jacob Peterman, to be paid to John Ebert for 83
Meals of victuals supplied the Troops of the Flying-Camp,
on their march to NevI-Jersey, 8 22-90 Dollars:

To Gunning Bedford, Esq., for his Pay and Rations
from the 17th of June 'to the 17th of September, 1176,
beinO'3 months, 152 64-90 Dollars:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
The saidCommitteefurtherreported, that they have con-

sidered the Petition of Captain James Ross to Congress,
and are of opinion that he should be c~editedwith the
followinO" slims charO'ed to his account, he not having re-o 0 .
ceived the acconnts in time to make the stoppages, VJZ:

For sundry articles su pplied by Mr. Slough, amounting
to 486 65-90 Dollars :

For Drums, &c., by Simons 8r Henry, 17 24-90 Dollars ~

For cash, to a Wagoner, by Committee of Lancaster
County, 66 60-90 :

For part of an account of expenses of his Company, on
their march to Cambridge, 17 78-90 Dollars:

The whole amounting to 588 47-90ths Dollars:
Ordered, That the said sum be passed to his credit.

Resolved, That an Order for 40 Dollars be drawn on the
Treasurer, in favour of Mons. P. Govert, as Captain-Lieu-
tenant of Artillery, the same being two months' pay ad-
vanced, for which he is to be accountable.

A Letter from General Washington, enclosing one from
BriO"adier-GeneralGreene and a Return of the Army, waso
read.

Resolved, _That the Captains, or Commanding Officers of
the Companies of the Militia of Pennsylvania, make up
t~e Pay-Rolls of such Co~panies as have been re~ularly
discha)'aed from the camp, III New-Jersey, from the tune of
their b~ing last paid, with the addition of a day to each man
lor every twenty miles between the camp and his respective
place of abode; for whi?h an allo.wance of on.e penny per
mile is to be made, without rations or subsistence.: the
sums due on the said rolls to be attested by the oaths or
affirmations of the respective Captains or Commanding
Officers, and certified by one of their Field-Officers. And
the Paymaster in Philadelphia is hereby directed to dis-
charO'e the said rolls, on certificates being produced from
the Commissary of Stores at the Flying-Camp, and in this
city, of the re-delivery of such of the publick stores as have
been received by the Companies aforesaid, or the Re~inl~nts
to which they respectiveJy belong, or upon deductmg the
amount thereof from the pay of those who have not returned
them:

That the Captains or Commanding Officers of suchof tbe
said Militia as are not yet returned {i'om the camp, be
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and other necessaries, brought in a Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That a Committee be immediately sent to
Ticonderoga; that they give orders that a number of She£!p,
and a quantity of Indian Meal, Rice, and Oatmeal, and Mo-
lasses, be immediately sent to Lake George and Ticonde-
roga; that they endeavour to contract for the Provisions for
the Northern Army, by the ration, the particulars of which
to be valued, and any part not supplied to be paid for in
money by the contractor; and that such contract be made,
as far as may be, agreeable to the mode recommended by

. ., General &huyler in his Letter to Congress of the 25th of
T~~ Commltt~e appomted to devise w.ays and means for August: that the Committee consult with the Commanding

provldm¥" CI~thmg, and ~ther necessarl~s, for t~e A~my, Officer in the Northern Department, and such other of the
brought In their Report, which was taken mto consideration: General officers as may be thougqt proper, on the best
Whereupon,

'. mode to re-inlist the Army there, and to provide barracks
Re~olved, That It b,e recommende~ to the General As- and clothing for the troops, and especially that they engage

semblies and ConventIOns or the Unzted States to forw~rd the goods mentioned by General &huyler, and apply ~uch
to ,Head-Quarters the Clothl?g, B}ankets, and necessaries of them as may be necessary for the Northern Army:
wlllch ~hey may h~ve provided III conseqnence of ~he That the Committee be empowered to make Regulations
Resolution .of Congress of the 19th of June last, drawl~g fOI'the Hospitals in the Northern Department, and to
on ,the ,P~esldent for the cost ,a,nd conveyance th~~eof; ~n remove or suspend any person employed therein, and to
wlllch It IShoped the utmost diligence and expedition w~lI employ such as they may think necessary and proper; and
be use,d, that those ".'ho expose the~s~lves to danger III that they report to Congress the state and condition of the
~efendmg a~d protect~ng-theIr fenOW-CltlZensmay suffer as Army, and any further regulations which they may think
httle as possible from mclement seasons: necessary for the better government and supplying the said

Tbat It Committee of Congr~ss, cons,isting of ?ne Dele- Army: '
gate from each State, be appolllted, with anthonty to em- That the Committee consist of two and that to-morrow
ploy pr?per persons to purchase, in their respective St~tes, be assigned for electing tbe said Com~ittee.
a sufficient number of Blankets and WoolJensfit for soldiers'
Clotbes, and that they take tbe most effectual and speedy Congress took into consideration the Report of the
methods for getting such Woollens made up, and distributed Board of War: Whereupon, .
among the Regular ContinentalArmy in such proportion Resolved, That Mr.J. Mease be directed to purchaseas
as will best promote tbe publick service: And that tbey man,y Tents, Camp-Kettles? Ca1Heens, and ,other Camp
also purchase all other necessary Clothing for the soldiers in furniture, and as much Clothmg, as he can possIbly procure,
such proportion as they judge, upon tbe best information, for th~ use of the Army under the command of General
will be wanted; and that the said Committee be autborized Washzngton:.,

"
.

to draw on the President of Congress for the sums necessary Th~t Capt,am James Ross be appomted Major,m <?olonel
to execute tbis business, they to be accountable for the Hand,s RegIment, and tbat tbe other vacancI;s m th~t
amount of their drafts and disbursements: Battalion be fillea up as recommended by the Colonel, III

That Mr. J. lUease be directed immediately to send to man~er fol.Jowing,viz:, , ,
General Gates all the white Shirts, Shoes, and Stockings, he First L1eutenant John Ilalhday to be Captam, III the
now bas in his possession and which are unappropriated for room of James Ross, promoted:
tbe use of the Nortbern Army; and that he use the ut~ost Second ~ieut~nant William Wilson to be First Lieu-
diligence in buying, collecting, and geiting made immedi- te?ant, Tblrd LJeute~an! John Dougherty, to ~e Second
ately, as many more of those articles as possible, making Lle,uten~nt, and Ben)amzn. Lyon to be Tlmd ,Lleutenan!;
weekIy reports to Congress of what he obtains: Third L1eutenant John DlCk. to be Second Lleutenan~, III

That General Schuyler, or the Commanding Officer at the room of J~cob ~aneh, reslg,ned; and l!ubcrt Cunmng-
Albany, be desired to employ proper persons immediately ham to be Tlmd L~eut~na~t, vice John plck:.
to make up into soldiers' Clothes the Woollens mentioned That the vacancies III Colon~I Ward s RegIment of the
in General Schuyler's Letter of tbe 29th of August last, Massachusetts-Bay be filledup IIIthe manner recommended
and transmit the same without deJay to the General com- by the Colonel, VIZ:

,

manding the Northern Army, for the use of such of the Captain James ]lilellen to be Major; commission to be dated
Troops in that Army as bave inlisted for three years, or from the time of doing duty, viz: August 15,1776.
will inlist during the war. Captain, Ephraim Burr, - April 1, "

Resolved, That the Commissaries and Quartermaster " Ebenezer Cleveland, - - July] 2, "
General, and Deputy Quartermasters General, and their." ,Nahum Ward, - September11,

, "
Assistants in the several Departments, be directed to apply First LIeutenant, Baxter Howe, - July 12, ,e

to Mr. ]lileasefor such articles of Clothing, Camp Equipage, " .' Samuel Shelden, - September 11, "
and other utensils which they may want to purchase in the Second ~Ieutenant, Jonathan Cha,mpeney, July 12, "
State of Pennsylvania, for the use of the Army. . Samuel ClojJlm, September 11, "

Congress then proceeded to the appointment of the En~]r'f;rtb ff;:~lv, - ~u~y l~, ::
Committee, when the following gentlemen were cbosen, viz:

J
a e

h 1-:
ei-

d
- -8,- bY i '

Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Paine, Mr. Ellery, Mr. Williams, Mr. CI" I . 0s;& ree
~~ ' l d

eplem er ~, "
Floyd, Mr. Stockton, Mr. Ross, Mr. JJIcKean, MI'. Paca, Slap am'El';:ne;p;. h;ve

an , AanuarY11' "
Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hewes, Mr. ]liliddleton, and Mr, Hall.

S
urgeon;

M
l It Tng

, '-rvh '-' - - - ug
J
ust

/ 1
, "

, urgeon sate, .lsrae rr, ztmg, - u!I ,
Resolved, Tbat LIeutenant Boger and Lieutenant Ball .

be released from Prison on siO'ningthe like parole as the That Leonard Gan,sevoort,~un., be appomted Paymaster

h ffi ,' .
V' "; '7' '

p . 1 . to Colonel Van &hmck's Regiment:
ot er 0 cel s, pnsoners at .I 01',(-.1 own, III ennsy vanza.

Th R ' h d TT' . k I C '
.

C I I JM', at lC ar yane, ate aptam III 0 one lUC-
Resolved, Th~t ~he Committee to who,m was entrusted Douuall's Regiment, wbich office he resigned, Secretary to

the ,c~re of publlshmg the Jour,n~ls of, tbls House be em- the 1-lon. Major-General Schuyler, be appointed Deputy
po" €l,ed to collect from the se\ e~al Prmters such parts, of Mustermaster-General to the Northern Army ; and
the said J~urnals as they have prmted, ~nd lodge tbeD? with Tbat Major Henry Brockholst Livingston, Aid.de-Camp
Robert Aztk~n, for sale; tbe several Prmters,lo be paid out to General Schuyler, be provided for by Congress in a sta-
?f the sa~es" III su~h manner as th~ Conmltt~ee shall find tion ~qual to his merit, when a proper vacancy happens,
Just ~nd, eqUitable, and that tbe said CO,mmlttee make a be bemg recommended by the General as a very deserving
publ,lcatlOn of tbe Journals as far as prInted, as soon as officer:
possible. Tbat the part of General Schuyler's Letter referred to

T~l~ Committee appointed to de~ise ways and means for the Board of War, whicb relates to Indian Affairs, be
provldmg the Northern Army with Provisions, Medicines, referred to tbe Committee for Indian Affairs:
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directed, when discharged, to procure from the Commanding
Officer of tbe camp certificates of the sums due in their
respective rolls; and in every other respect, the said Cap-
tains or Commanding Officers, and the Paymasters aforesaid,
are to observe Ihe rules prescribed in the foregoing resolve
for payment of the said Militia.

Resolved, That three gentlemen' be appointed to audit
and settle the Accounts of the Pennsylvania Militia:

The ballots being taken, the- folJowing gentlemen were
chosen, viz: Mr. P. Chevalier, Mr. J. Wilcox, and Mr.
James Mease.
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That the Commissary-General be directed to procure
such quantities of Salt, and to buy, cure, and lay up, in
proper places, such quantities of Provisions, as he shall judge
necessary for the next campaign:

That the Commissary-Gen~ral's Letter relative to his
having drawn an Order on Mr. President Hancock, in favour
of Colonel Lowry, for 60,000 DolJars, be referred to the
Treasury Board:

Tbat Monsieur Devourouy's Petition be referred to the
Marine Committee:
. That the Letters from his Excellency Governour Living-
ston, of New-Jersey, respecting the payment of the Militia,
be referred to the Treasury Board:

That so much of General Arnold's Letter to General
Schuyler as relates to Clothing be referred to the Commit-
tee for providing Clothing for the Army.,

The Committee appointed to settle the rank of the Cap~
tains and Subalterns in the German Battalion reported the
same as follows, which was agreed to: .

Captains: Daniel Burkhart, Philip Graybill, George
Hubley, Henri! Fister, Jacob Bonner, George Keeports,
Ber~amin fVezser, William K~yser, and David Woelpper.

First Lieutenants: Frederzck Rowlwagen; John Lora,
Peter Boyer, Charles Balsel, William Rl.ce, Jacob Kotz,
Jacob Bower, Samuel Gerock, and Bernard Hubley.

Second Lieutenants: George Hawbecker, Christian Mey-
ers, John Landenberger, Michael Layer, George Schaeffer,
Adam Smith, Frederick Yeiser, William Ritter, and Philip
Schrawder.

Ensigns: John Weidman, Martin Shugart, Christian
Helm, Jacob Crummet, Jacob Cramer, Paul Christman,
Christ~her Godfrey Swartz, and John Landenberger.

The Committee appointed to hear and determine upon
the Appeal against the sentence of condemnation passed
upon the Schooner Thistle, having reversed the decree,

Resolved, That a passport and safe-conduct be granted
to Charles Roberts, Master of the Schooner Thistle, for
himself and the said Schooner, for the space of sixty days.

The several ~natters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, September 26,1776.

Agreeable to the order of the day,
Congress proceeded to the appointment of Commissioners

to the Court of France.
Resolved, That three be appointed:
The ballots being taken, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Deane, and

Mr. Jefferson were elected.
Resolved, That a Committee of four be appointed to pre-

pare the draft of Letters of Credence to the above gentle-
men; and that the said Committee report the ways and
means of providing for their subsistence:

The Members chosen, Mr. Morris, Mr. Richard H. Lee,
Mr. Wythe, and Mr. J. Adams.

Resolved, That secrecy shall be observed until the further
order of Congress; and that, until permission be obtained
from Congress to disclose the particulars of this Qusiness,no
Member be permitted to say any thing more upon this sub-
ject than that Congress have taken such steps as they
ju~ged necessary for the purpose of obtaining foreIgn
alhance.

Resolved, That an Express be sent to Mr. Jefferson, to
inform him of his appointment; and that a copy of the
Resolve for secrecy be at the same time transmitted to him;
and that he.be requested to inform the President at what
time and place the vessel shall meet him.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Committee to go
to Ticonderoga; and the ballots being taken,

Mr. Stockton and Mr. Clymer were elected.
Resolved, That the Committee now appointe,d be directed

to draw up and report to Congress a set of Instructions for
the Commissioners relative to their entering into Treaties or
Negotiations with other foreign States in Europe.

.

Ordered, That the Secret Committee deliver to Lieu-
tenant Pendleton eight pounds of Powder, for the use of
his Company.

The CQmmittee of Treasury reported, that there is duc,
To Jacob Shizen.~, for half Ferriages of the Mi]itia and

their Baggage over NeshamillY Ferry, 17 4u-90 Dollars:

To James JJfcCree, for boarding 9 Men of Captain
Grier's Company 18 days, at the rate of 1 Dollar and I-3d
per week, 30 77-90 Dollars:

To John. Teney, for supplying the Militia with 201 Meals
of victuals on their march to New-Jersey, 20 9-90 Dollars;
and to Philip Upright, for supplying them with 996 Meals,
99 54-90 Dollars, both sums making 119 63-90 Dollars,
to be paid to Adam Kimmel: .

To John White Swift, for two Receipts Qf Brigadier-
General D. Wooster, one dated 17th January, for 240
DoJlars, and the other 8th of ~larch: for 25 half-Johannes,
with interest allowed thereon, being 6 months, 18 days, at
6 per cent., amounts to 206 54-90 Dollars, both sums
making 446 54-90 Dollars:

To John Shultz, for boarding and lodging sundry Conti-
nental Troops, 201 60-9.0 Dollars; and for boarding and
nursing sundry sick Troops, 29 40-90 Dollars, both sums
making 231 19-90 Dollars:

To Captain Philip Graybill, of the German Battalion,
the balance of his Account for Arms, AccoUtrements, &c.,
for the use of his Company, and for Provisions supplied
them on their march fromMaryland to Philadelphia, 1168
5-90 Dollars, agreeable to the following Account, viz:
Amount of Provisions' Account, £274 13 5
Of which he received,

Of the Council of Safety of
Annapolis, - £ 100 0 0

Of Colonel Stricker, - - 122 12 6
Of Major Veltner, - - - 37 10 0

260 2 6
- ---

Balance, - - - - £14 10 11
Amountof Arms, Accoutrements, Blankets, &c. 423 9 6

---
Amounting in the whole to - - - - - £438 0 5

Equal to 11685-90 Dollars.
Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to superintend
the publication of the Journals be empowered and instructed
to employ Robe7.t Aitkin to reprint the said Journals from
the beginning, with all possible expedition, and continue to
print the same; and that this House will purchase of him
500 copies of the said Journals when reprinted; and fur-
ther, that he be directed. to purchase, on reasonable terms,
such parts of the Journ.als as ~lr. Bradford, Cist ~ Co.
have printed, and not yet published, to be paid for by the
Congress.

.

Resolved, That General Washl~ngton be directed to pro-
cure, as soon as possible, an exchange of the Officers and
Soldiers taken on Long-Island for the same number of
British Officers and Privates now prisoners to the United
States.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, September 27,1776.

Two Letters, of the 21th and 25th, from General Wash-
ington, with sundry Papers enclosed; one, of the 20th,from
the Convention of New-York; one, of the 22c1, from
Joseph Trumbull; one, of the 25th, from Colonel John
Shee, enclosing his Commission; and ~)lle,of the 25th, from
Jon. B. Smith, requesting leave to resign his office of
Deputy Mustermaster-Genera1, were laid before Congress,
and read. '

Ordered, That the Letters from General Washington be
referred to a Committee of five: .

.

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hopkinson, Mr.
Rutledge, Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Stone.

Resolved, That 100,000 Dollars be advanced to the
Delegates of New- York, for the use of that State, which is
to be accountable.

Resolved, That th~ resignation of Cplonel J. Shee and
Jonathan B. Smith be accepted.

Certain Resolutions of the Convention of New-York,
passed the 20th of this month, being laid before Congress,

Ordered, That they be referred to a Committee of three:
The Members cllO~en, Mr. lU'Kean, Mr. Rutledge, and

Mr. Hooper.
Resolved, That George itJ: Cabe, in Captain Douglas's
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C0":lpany, in the Flying-Camp, be sent to Philadelphia, his
service belllg necessary to the Marine Committee. c

Ordered, That the Secret Committee deliver to the
Board of War the care and custody of all Arms, Ammuni-
tion, and other warlike stores, now under their care, or that
may hereafter be imported or purchased by them foraccount
of the United States of America.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered "to
pursue such measures as they judge proper and effectual
to import as much Salt as possible.

.

A Petition from William M' Cue was read, and referred
to the Board of War.

A Peti!ion from Hamilton Young, of New- York, was
read, praYlllg that he may have leave to return to Long-
Island, to ta~e care of his books and effects:

Resolved, ~hat, the prayer of the said Petition be granted.
Congress bemg mformed that a number of men belonITincr

to three of the Pennsylvania Battalions, have deserted frOl~
the Army, c

"

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention of
Pennsylvania to take the most effectual measures to compel
such of their troops as have come off from the camp on
New~ Yor~ Island to return il!1mediate]yto that place; that
they mqUlre who were the rmg]eaders of the mutiny, and
hav~ the!n se~t back, u,nder guard, for trial; and that thl\
ConventIOn, If they thmk necessary, have the assistance
of the .German B~ttalion, to enable them to carry this
reso]ve mto executIon; and the Convention are desired to
use all proper means to furnish their troops with clothinO'
and blankets. The said Convention are further desired t~
cause all deserters from their troops to be immediately
apprehended, and sent back to General Washington's
Head-Quarters.

The Marine Committee, to whom the Petitioo of Francis
~uillot ~as referred, brought in a Report, which was taken
mto consideratIOn; Whereupon,

Resolved, !hat Francis Guillot be permitted to fit out
and arm a PrIvateer, under the colours of the United States
of. America"and that he be permit~ed to equip and arm the
said vesse] III such place as he thmks he can do it at the
smallest eXpense, he giving the usual securities in such
cases directed by Congress.

The severa] matters to this day referred beincrpostponed
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

0 ,

Saturday, September 28,1776.

A :Memorial from Gltnning Bedford, Mustermaster-Gen-
era], was laid before Congress, and read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.
The Board of War, to whom the Petition of William

LU'Cu.ewas referred, brought in a Report: 'V:hereupon,
Resolved, ~s Congress ha,ve empowered the several

Stat~s to provide f?r such Soldiers as may be disabled in the
service of the Contlllent, that the Petition of William "tl' Cue
be referred to the Commonwealth of Vircrinia.

The Committee appointed to prepare L~tters of Credence
&c., brought in a Report, which was taken into considera~
tion.

The Letters of Credence being read and amended were
agreed to, as fo\1ows:.

,

The Delegates of the United States of New-Hampshire
]}lassachusetts-Bay, Rho~e-Island, Connecticut, New- York:
New-Jer.~ey, Pennsylvanw, Delaware, Maryland VirO'inia
North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia,' to a]t wh~
shall see these presents, send greeting:

c

W~1ereas a trad~ ~pon eq~al terms b~tween the subjects
of HIs Most ChrIStIan l\'laJesty the Klllg of France and
the people of these States, will be beneficial to both nations:
~no",: ye, therefore, that we, confiding in the prudence and
Illtegnty of , have appointed
and deputed.. and by these presents do appoint and depute
them, th.e said . .our Commissioners, giving
or granting to .them the said. , or any two
of them, and m case of the death, absence, "or disability of
any two, to anyone of them, full power to comniunicate
treat, ~gree, and conclude! 'Yith His Most Christian Majest;
the ~mg of France, or with such person or persons as shall
by him be for that purpose authorized, of and UP01;]a true

and sincere friendship, and a firm, inviolable, an~1 universal
~eace, for the defence, protection, and safety of the naviga-
tlon, a!1d mut.ua] commerce of the subjects of His Most
Chnstlan :Majesty and the people of the United States.
and to do a\1 other things which may conduce to those desi~
rable ~lJ(ls; an~ rromisil1gin good faith to ratify whatsoever
our saId <;omn1lSslOners sha\1 transact in the premises.

Done III ,Congress, at Philadelpltia, the thirtieth day of
September, In the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six. In testimony whereof the Presi-
d~nt, by order of the said Congress, bath hereunto subscribed
his name and affixed his seal.

-, President.
Attest: -, Secretary.
Resolved, That the Commissioners should live in such a

st~le and manner at the Courfof France as tbey may find
sUItableand ne~essary to support the. dignity of their publick
chara~ter, keepmg an account of their expenses, which shall
be J'el.mbursed by the Congress of the United State$ of
Amerzca.

That besides the actual expenses of the Commissioners,
a handsome a\1owance be made to each of them as a com-
pensation for theil' time, trouble, risk, and servic~s.

That the Secretary of the Embassy b~ allowed a salary
of one thousand POl,lndssterling per annum, with the ex-
penses of his passage out and home.

_ Tha~ the. Secret <?ommittee be directed to ex port produce,
or remit bIlls, unul they make an effectual lodgment in
France of.ten thous~n? Pounds sterling, subject to the orders
of the said CommissIoners, for their present support; and
report to Congress when it is effected, in order that Congress
may then consider what further r~mittances then to order
for this purpose. .

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed.

Resolved, That 100,000 Dollars be advanced to the
State of Pennsylvania, which is to be accountable.

Ordered, !hat Mr. LUease s~pply Captain Doyle with
money sufficient to purchase Rifles and Blankets for his
Company.

The severa] matter~ to this day.referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, September 30,1776.

Two Letters, of the 27th and 28th, from Genera] lVash-
ington, and one of the 22d, from Governour Trumbull, were
read:

A]so, a Letter from Robert Franklin was read and
referred to the Marine Committee. '

A Petition [rom {. Rowe an~ others, owners of goods on
board the Ship Ebzabeth, which was taken by C~ptains
John Manly, Daniel Waters, and John Ayres, commanders
of the three armed vessels Hancock, Lee, and Lynch and
]ib~lled in the Court :Maritimefor the ~tate of New-Hamp-
shz~e, and" by the sentence of the said Court, acquitted,
agamst which sentence an appeal has been entered was laid
before Congress and read, praying that the said ap'peal may
be heard and determined: Whereupon,

Resolved, That a Committe.e of fil,lebe appointed, with
full powers to hear and determloeon the said appeal:

The Members chosen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Huntington, Mr.
Stone, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Smith.

. A ~etter from B. Flower, Commissary of Military Stores,
directed to the Board of War, was laid before Congress
and read: '

, Resolved, Tha~ !~e Board of W~r be empowered and
,directed, on reqUISItIonof the General or CommandinO'

Officers in the several Departments, to send such articles;f
~Iilita~'yStores. and other necessaries, which they may have
III their possessIon or can procure.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order
the three Virginia Battalions, now on their march to Ntw-
York, to be lodged in the Barracks at Wibnino-ton' there
to remain till further orders.

1;> ,

Resolved, That the sum of ]3,333 Dollars and I-3d be
advanced to Messrs, Hughes, in part payment for the
Cannoo they have contracted to make for the Continent
they to be accountable. '

'*'
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Resolred, That a Member be added to tbe Committee
of Treasury:

The Member chosen, Mr. Hopkinson.

A Petition from Mons. De Boy, and one fi'om Mons.
Ja. Vallier, were read and referred to the Board of War.

A Petition from Jacob Sheafe, and a Petition. from
Colonel M. Hazen, were read:

Ordered, That the Petition from Colonel lIaze'n. be
referred to the Canada Committee.

The Committee to whom were referred the Letters from
General Washington of the 24th and 25th instant, and the
papers enclosed therein, brought in their Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to call
upon such of the Members of the Court-Martial as sat upon
the trial and concurred in the acquittal of Ensign Macumbel',
to assiO"ntheir reasons for their first judgment; that those
reason~ together with the names of such of the said Mem-
bers who were for the acquittal, be returned to Congress:

That Mr. ~I'Donald, having a commission of Brigadier~
General from Governour Martin, be not exchanged for any
officer under the rank of Brigadier-General in the service
either of the United States or of anyone of them:

That it be
.
recommended to the Legislatures of the

United States to appoint gentlemen in their respective
States, skilful in physick and surgery, to examine those
who offer to serve as Surgeons or Surgeons' Mates in the
Army or Navy; and that no Surgeon or Mate shall here-
after receive a commission or warrant to act as such, in 'the
Army or Navy, who shall not produce a certificate from
some or one of the examiners so to be appointed, to prove
tbat he is qualified to execute the office:

That all Regimental Surgeons and Mates, as well as
those of the Hospital, be subject to the direction and con-
trolof the Directors in the several Departments:

That no Soldier be discharged from the service as dis-
abled, unless the certificate of disability be countersigned
by the Director, Assistant Physician, or First Surgeon of
the Hospital; nor be excused from duty for sickness, unless
the certificate of sickness be countersigned by one of those
persons, where access may be had to them.

Resolved, That the remainder of the said Report be
postponed.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. .

Tuesday, Oetober 1,1776.

Resolved, That the sum of 60,000 DolJars be advanced
to Mr. James ~lease,lor tbe payment of the Militia,and to
pay for the articles he is ordered to purchase; he to be
accountable.

Whereas a filII representation in Congress of the several
United States is highly necessary on business of much im-
portance to America: Therefore,

Resolved, That the President be desired to write Letters
to the Conventions and Assemblies of the respective States,
requesting that measures be taken to cause, as speedily as
possible, a full representation of the said States in Con-
gress.

Stephen Moylan, .Esq., having resigned his office of
Quartermaster~General of the Continental Army,

Resolved, That Brigadier-GenerallUijJlin be authorized
and requested to resume the said office, and that his rank
and pay, as Brigadier, be still continued to him:

That a Committee of four be appointed to confer with
Brigadier-General Mifflin:

The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Sherman,
Mr. J. Adams, and Nil'. Gerry.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to
prepare and bring in a plan of a Military Academy at the
Army: .

The Memhers chosen, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Lynch, Mr.
Wythe, Mr. Williams, and Mr. J. Adams.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

.

Wednesday, Oetober 2,1776.

A Letter, of the 30th of September, from General Wash-
ington, with two Papers enclosed; one, of tbe 27th of Sep-

tember, from S. it/oylan; one, of the :23d, from General
Gates; one, of the 23d, from Colonel Wayne; one from
Brigadier-General Mercer, recommending ColonP\ Hamp-
ton to the command of a Regiment in the new Army, and
Captain Dawson to a Majority; and a Petition from Bar-
tholomewVan Heer, were read, and referred to the Board
of War.

Resolved, That William Shephard be promoted to the
rank of Colonel of the Regiment whereof he is now Lieu-
tenant-Colonel.

A Petition fi.om John Bayard, Alex(lnder Henderson,
and ~[atthew Irwin, was presented to Congress, and read:
Whereupon,

.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to sell to
the petitioners 1600 Ibs. of Powdt'r and 800 Ibs. of Lead,
for tbe use of their Privateers General Lee 'and Colonel
Parr!!.

The Committee appointed to confer with Brigadier-Gen-
eral Mijflin reported that, upon the conference, they find
the following supplies will be necessary for the use and
comfort of the Army, which ought to be procured as soon
as may be, viz: 200 Wagons, with 4 Horses each; 50

. Ox Teams, with 2 Oxen each, for sundry uses; 50 Drays,
with 1 Horse each, for various small services; 100 strong

JIorses for the Artillery, 50 Horses for expresses and com-
mis~aryuses,25,000 bushelsof Indian Corn, ]5,000 bush-
els of Oats, 10,000 bushels of Rye-Meal, 10,000 bushels
of Spelts, 1800 tons of Hay, 50 Cutting-Boxes, 2000
Axes, 2000 Wheel and Hand-Barrows, 8000 cords of
Wood, a set of Carpenters' Tools for each Regimt'nt, a
Wagon master and ,one Deputy, 20 Conductors of Wagons
on Captains' pay, allowing 10 wagons for each Conductor,
5 Conductors for Artillery, 100 casks of Nails and Spikes,
10,000 Knapsacks, 10,000 Camp-Kettles, two million feet
of Boards, Planks, and Joists, for Barracks, platforms, &c.

That a Company of 50 Blacksmiths should be immedi-
ately sent to camp; 12 Harness and Collar-Makers, and
25 Wheelwrights. '

Resolved, That for these various and necessary supplies
300,000 Dollars be advanced to the Quartermaster-Gen-
erm:

That one-eighth part of a Dollar over and above their
soldiers' pay be allowed to such persons as are necessarily
drafted for Quartermasters' uses:

That as 5,000 Tents will be necessary for the Spring
campaign, they be provided in due time:

That it be recommended to the several States to make
legal provision to compel the furnishing of necessary sup-
plies and assistance to the Quartermaster-General of the
Continental Army, on reasonable terms, for the publick
use.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
consider of a plan for providing Carriages for the publick
service, so as any demands may be speedily complied with,
and all oppression of private persons effectually prevented..

The Members chosen, Mr. Witherspoon, Mr. Smith,
and MI'. Huntington. . '

Resolved, That Benjamin Fishbourne be appointed Pay-
master to the Second Pennsylvania Battalion, cOnTrnanded
by Colonel Wood.

A Memorial from the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania
was read.

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the
Treasury, who are directed to report thereon as soon as
possible.

The Committee of Treasury reported that there is due,
To George lUeasam, on account of sundry articles sup-

plied the Army in Canada, 9 47-90th5 Dollars.
Ordered, That the said Account be paid.
The Committee to whom the Resolutions passed by the

Convention of New- York were referred, brought in a
Report, which was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the President write to General Schuyler, ,
and inform him that Congtess cannot consent, during the
present situation of their affairs, to accept of his resigna-
tion; but request that he continue tbe command which he
now holds; ihat he be assured that the aspersions, which
his enemies have thrown out against his character, have had
no influence upon the minds of the Members of this House,
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who are fully satisfied of his attachments to the cause of
freedom, and are willing to bear their testimony of ' the
many services whicohhe has rendered his country; and that,
in order. effectually to put calumny to silence, they will, at
an early day, appoint a committee of their own body to

.

inquire fuUy into his conduct, which, they trust, will estab-
lish his reputation in the opinion of all good men.

Resolved, That the limits prescribed in the parole of
John FoxcrojLand Francis Dashwood, Esqs., be extended
as far as the bounds of Pennsylvania, within which they
are to confine themselves till further orders.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, October 3, 1776.

Council of Safety of North-On application from the
Carolina,

Resolved, That Michael Holt, a prisoner in the Gaol of
Philadelphia, be discharged from his imprisonment, that he
may return to hisfamily; he taking the oath prescribed by
the said Council of Safety. '

Resolved, That Mr. J. ltlease be directed to purchase,
immediately, one hundred hogsheads of Rum, and forward
the same to the Commissary-General, for the use of the
Army. .' ,

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was taken
into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Letter from General Mercer, which
was received and read yesterday, wherein he recommends
Colonel Humpton to the command of a Regiment in the
new Army, and Captain Dawson to a Majority, be referred
to the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania:

That Captain Persifer Frazer be commissioned as Major
of Colonel Wayne's Battalion of the Pennsylvania Troops,
in the room of Major Housigger, promoted.

The Committee appointed to repair to the camp, having
executed that service, and returned, brought in a Report,'*'
which was read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

"
Report of the Committee sint to the Camp near N EW-Y ORK.

[October 3, 1776: Read and ordered to lie upon the table.]

The Committee appointed to inquire into the state of the Army at
Nelv-York, and the best means of supplyin<p its wants, beg leave to
report: that ):laving left this city the 21st u~timo they arrived at the
camp the 24th, and after three days' C

.

onference with the General Officers
and an interview with many of the Staff, they found the following to be'
a state of facts:

That the number of men of which the Army then consisted, including
non-commissioned officers and 3,649 men taken from the Flying-C!lmp,
was 25,375; of which 16,905 were fit for duty, 1,543 on command, and
the residue sick or absent. That of the effective troops about 4,500
were at different posts on the Jersey shore at and between Fort Comtitution
and Be'lfen, and the others on the Heights of Harlem and King's Bridge.

That It was necessary in the opinion of the General Officers to rein-
force the Army aforesaId with 15,000 men, and to complete the levies
for the Flying-Camp, agreeable to the former orders of Congress, by
which means It would consist of about 11,500 men; that as part of 15,000
men, it was found that the Militia on their march from the .i1-1assachu-
setts-Bay and Connecticut, and Continental Troops from Rhode-Island,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and North-Carolina, with Colonel Durkee's Regi-
ment, then at Bergen and not inpluded in the return, would amount to
upwards of 11,000 men.

That ~ome of the troops in camp were badly officered, and not subject
to that command whic.h good troops oUP'ht ever to be. That articles of
war and general orders were frequentfy transgressed, and the Com-
mander-in-Chiefhad the mortification to see that some of his officers, on.
whom he ought to have depended for suppressing disorderly behaviour,
encouraged the so]diers by their examples to plunder and commit other
offences, or studiously endeavoured to excuse them from just punish-
men t by partial trials. .., , .

That the Army was well aupphed with provIsIOnS, exceptmg vegeta-
bles, which were not then to be procured, and that the Commissary-
General was in want of saIto

That the sick have been ~reatly neglected, and numbers, to the pre-
judice of the service, have dIed from want of necessaries and attendance:
each Regiment has been hitherto furnished with an hospital under the
care of the Regimental Surgeon, in cor.sequence of which on a removal
of the Army, the numerous sick of all the said hospitals have been
suddenly delivered to the Director-General, who, not being provided
with a general hospital or Surgeons and nurses sufficient for the purpose,
has not been able to prevent the evils complained of; added to this the
Adjutants have frequently neglected to make returns to the Director and
Commissary-General of the sick in their respective Regiments, without
which they could not receive the amount of their rations, agreeable to
order of Congress, in necessaries provided by the Director.

That in the department of the Colpnel of Artillery and Commissary
of Military Stores ten tons of musket and ritle powder, twenty tons of
buckshot, two hundred thousand tlints, eighteen brass field-pieces, six-
pounders, and eighteen three-pounders, one thousand yards of fine
white tlannel, and a quantilyof tin, were wanted. The number of
conductors now employed are insufficient, and the Army is found to be
an improper place for the principal laboratory of the Continent.

Resolved, That Charles Star.tin be permitted to return
to England with his wife and family, from any of the
United States he thinks proper, except New- York.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Martin Housman, for the hire of his Wagon and

ferriages, with Generals Prescot and M'Donald's Baggage
to Newark, 43 Dollars.

To George Campbell, for his own and Mr. Caldwell's
and Mr. Tod's expenses, as an escort to money from Phil-
adelphia to Albany, 189 67-90ths Dollars:

To John Sparhawk, for Quills, &c., for the use of the
Treasury -Office, 27 84-90ths Dollars:

To Ludwick Karcher, a balance of 3,150 36-90ths
Dollars; the whole of his Account amounting to 8,483
66-90ths Dollars, of which he has received 5,333 30-90ths
Dollar!!; the balance is 3,150 36-90ihs:

Ordered, The the said Accounts be paid.
Congress took into consideration the Report of the

Board of Treasury, on the ways and means for raising a
further sum of MQney: Whereupon,

Resolved, That five millions of Continental Dollars be
immediately borrowed for the use of the United States, at
the annual interest of four per cent. per annum: '

That the faith of the United States be pledged to the
lenders for the payment of the sums to be borrowed, and
the interest arising thereon, and that certificates be given to
the lenders in the form following, viz :

"The United States of America acknowledge the receipt
of Dollars from , which they promise to pay
to the said , or bearer, on the day of ,
with interest annually, at the rate of four per cent. per
annum, agreeable to a resolution of the United States,
passed the third day of October, 1776. Witness the hand
of the Treasurer, this day of
A.D.

"Countersigned" by the Commissioners of one of the
Loan-Offices hereafter mentioned.

That for the coovenience of the lenders, a Loan-Office
be established in each of the United States, and a Commis-
sioner, to superintend sllch office, be appointed by the said

That the military chest has been too frequently unsupplied with
money, which ought to be remedied in future; but that at present the
Paymaster has a sum fully equal to the General's wishes.

That clothing and blankets are greatly wanted, and a supply has
been neglected as well from the want of a proper officer to superintend
the business as from the sc!\rcity of the articles.

Th!ttmilitary discipline has been omitted in consequence of the un-
skilfulness of many of the regimental officers, and the want of a proper
officer detached from other services to instruct them therein.

To remedy these inconveniences the Committee beg leave to report
the following Resolutions:

Resolved, as the opinion of the Committee, That it be recommended
to the Assemblies and Conventions of the respecti ve States from Virginia
to New-Hampshire inclusively, to take the most effectual measures for
completing, by the 10th November, their respective proportions pf the
levies to be raIsed during the war.

Resolved, That the Army having greatly suffered tJvough the defect of
some of its Regimental Officers, it be recommended to the Assemblies and
Conventions of the respective States to use their utmost endeavours that
all the officers to be hereafter appointed be men of honour and known
abilities, without a particular regard to their having b~fore been in
servic.e..

.

Resolved, That for the further encouragement of the non-commissioned
officers and soldiers who shall engage in the service during the war, a
suit of Clothes be annually given to each of said officers and soldiers: to
consist, for the present, of two linen hunting-shirts, two pair of overalls,
a leather or woollen waistcoat with sleeves, one pair of breeches, a hat
or leather cap, two shirts, two pair of hose, and two pair of shoes.

Resolved, That no Regimental Hospitals be in future allowed in the
neighbourhood of a General Hospital.

That John .Morgan, Esq., provide and superintend a Hospital at a
proper distance from the camp for the Army posted on the east side of
Hudson's river.

That William Shippen, Esq., provide e.nd superintend a Hospital for
the Army ~n the State of New-Jersey.

That each of the Hospitals be supplied by the respective Directors
with such a number of Surgeons, ApothecarIes, Surgeons' Mates, and
other assistants, and also wIth such quantities of Medicine, Bedding,
and other necessaries as they shall judge expedient.

That they make weekly returns to Congress, and to the Commander-
in-Chief, of the officers and assistants of each denomination, and also
the number of sick and deceased, in their respective Hospitals.

That the Regimental Surgeons be directed to send to the General
Hospitals such officers and soldiers of their respective Regiments as,
confined by wounds or other disorders, shall require nurses or COl]stant
attendance, and from time to time to apply to the Quartermaster-Gen-
eral or his Deputy for convenient wagons for this purpose, and also that
they apply to the Directors in their respective departments for medi-
cine and other necessaries..

That the wages of Nurses be augmented to one Dollar per week.
That the Commanding Officer of each Regiment be dlre(!ed onCe It

week to send a commission officer to visit the sick of his respective
Regiment in the General Hospital, and rel;'0rt their state to him.

Resolved, That a Commissary of Clothmg be appointed for each of
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States respectively, which are to be responsible for the
faithful discharge of their duty in the said offices:

That the business of the said Commissioners shall be to
delive~ certificates for al1 sl1chsums of money as shall be
brought into their respective offices, agreeable to these
res9lutions, which certificates shall be indented and the
checks kept in the said office; to keep books, in which
reD'ularentries shall be made of the sums borrowed, and of,

th~ time when, and the namesof the personsby whom, the
said sums were lent; to transmit to the Continental Trea-
surer once a month an account of the cash in their respective
offices, and to answer all drafts of the Treasurer to the
amount of the cash which they shall, at any time, have in
their hands, as aforesaid:

That the Treasurer of the United States shall send to the
respective Loan-Offic'es, such a number of certificates and
of such denominations as shall be ordered by the Commis-
sioners of the Treasury:

That no certific;lte be issued for a less sum than 300
Dol1ars:

That the several sums of money to be borrowed shall be
repaid at the office where the same was le~t, at the expira-
tion of three years, and that the annual mterest shall be
likewise paid at the said office:

That the said Commissioners of ,the respective Loan-
Offices be entitled to receive of the United States one-
eighth per cent. on all moneys ~hic~ shall be bro~ght into
their respective Loan-Offices, III lieu of all claims and
demands that they may have for transacting the business of
the said office.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered to
take such measures as .they shall judge necessary for pur-
chasing, arming, and equipping a Frigate and tW? Cu~ters,
in Europe, and to give proper orders for the saId Frigate
makinD'a cruise in the British Channel against our enemies,

'" "and for the said Cutters to be employed in transporting to
these States such articles as the said Committee have been
ordered to import.

The several matters to this day referred being post-
poned,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

the Armies of the United States, whose duty shan be to make constant
returns to the Assemblies or Convel.ltions of the respective States of
the Clothing w!\nted for their several Regiments; to receive and pay for
the same, to deliver it to the Paym!\sters of the respective RegIments,
to be by them distributed to the non-co.mmissioned officers and soldiers,
and deducted from their wages respectively, unless allowed as a bounty
by order of Congress.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be empowered to employ
suitable persons to import such quantities of Salt as he shall judge neces-
sary, on account and risk of the United States.

Resolved, That for promoting health in the Army, the Commissary-
General be directed to cause the same to be wall supplied with. Indian.
Meal and Vegetables.

.

Resolved, That the Commander.in-Chiefbe empowered to appoint as
many Conductors for the Commissary of Stores, and Assistants to the
Commissary of Cfothing, as he shall from time to time judge necesimry,
and report their names to Congress.

Resolved, That there be a Deputy Commissary of Stores for the Army
at New-York with the pay of thirty Dollars per month.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to send to a Commis-
sary of Stores at New-York ten tons Musket and Rifle Powder, twenty
tons Buck-shot, a quantity of Tin, as many brass Field-pieces, six and
three-pounders, as they can procure; and that they employ the Over-
seer of the Foundry in this place'to cast eighteen brass Field-pieces, six-
pounders, and eighteen three-pounders, as s(ton as may be, and order
Carriages to be completed for the same.

Resolved, That Mr. .Measebe directed forthwith to send to the Colonel
of Artillery at New- York one thousand yards of fine white Flannel.

Resolved, That the Board of 1V ar be directed to prepare a plan for
establishing a Continental Laboratory /lnd a MiIitary Academy, and
provide the same with proper officers; also for establishing a suitable
number of Artillery Regiments, and a Corps of Artificers for said Regi-
ments. ' .

Report of the Committee appointed to go to the Camp, brought in Oc-rOBER,
1776, respecting the A"tillery,

HEAD-QuARTERS, HARLEM HEIGHTS, September 27,1776:

The following hints for the improvement of the ArtiIJery of the United
States is humbly submitted to the Committee of the honourable Con-
gress now in camp:

That there be one or more capital Laboratories erected at a distance
from the seat of war, in which shall be prepared large quantities of ord-
nance stores of every species and denomination.

That at the same place a sufficient number of able artificers be em-
ployed to make carriages for cannon of all sorts and sizes, ammunition
wagons, tumbrels, harness, &c" &c.

That as contiguous as 'possible to this same place, a' Foundry for
casting brass cannon, mortars, and howitzers, be estabIished upon a
]arge scale.

And as officers can never act with confidence until they are masters
of their profession, an academy established on a liberal plan would be

Friday, October 4, 1776.

A Petition from the Officers and Men of the Brig Andrew
Doria wa~ presented and read: 'Vhereu,pon, ,

Resolved, That the Continental Agents in Philadelphia
be directed, with all despatch, to make an estimate of the
prizes taken by the Andrew Doria, and lay the same
before the Marine Committee for their approbation; and
that the said Agents be directed to pay to the officers and
men of the Andrew Doria, one~half of what may be.esti-
mated to be due to them:

That the said Agents be further directed to make an
estimate of the stores and prizes taken by the fleet, com-
manded by Commodore Hopkins, and brought from PrQvi-
dence, and lay the same before the Marine Committee for
approbation, as aforesaid, and pay to the officers and men
entitled thereto, one-half of what may be estimated to be
due to them.

.

A Letter of the 2d and 3d, from General Washington,
and tWQ,of the 25th and 26th September, from General
Schuyler, being received, were read.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee sent to Head-Quarters; and, after debate, the further
consideration thereof was postponed.

The several matters to this day referred being post-
poned,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, October 5, 1776.

A Letter, of the 23d of September,fromJames Bowdoin,
with a copy of Resolutions passed by the General Assembly
of ]}lassachusctts-Bay; one, of the 24th of the same month,
from the Committee of Safety of New-Hampshire; and
one, of the 3d instant, from Governol.lr Livingston, were
read.

Ordered, That the Letters from General Washington
and General Schuyler, with the Papers enclosed, which
were read yesterday, be referred to the Board of War:

That the Letter from 1\11'.Bowdoin be referred to the
Marine Committee:

That the Letter from Governour Livingston be referred
to a Committee of three, and that the said Committee be

of the utmost service to the Continent, where the whole theory and
practice of fortification and gunnery should be taught; to be nearly on
the same plan as that at Woolwich, making allowances for the difference
of circumstances, a place to which our enemies are indebted for the
superiority of their Artillery to all who have~opposed them.

That these and all other matters respecting the Artillery and Artillery
stores be under the direction of a Board of Ordnance, whose business
shall be the regulation and management of the affairs of this department,
Clnd to whom returns shall be made.

The corps of Artillery now in the service of the United States is
exceedingly'insufficient for the operations of an extensive service. It
consists of a little more tban six hundred, officers included: of these
nearly one hundred are in'the Northern Army, where their numbers
are very unequal to the service.

.

His Excellency General Washington has, to su.pPly the deficiency of
this corps, drafted from the different Regiments SIX hundred men, and
General Gates a proportionate number. This is a temporary remedy,
attended with a variety of inconveniences.

There ought to be a respectable body of Artillery established, which
shall be equal to all the services of the War, In proportion to every
thousand men in the marching regiments there ought to be one company
of Artillery of sixty men, including officers. This number will be found
to be small when the va.rious contingencies of the ArtilJery shalJ be con-
sidered. Supposing, then, the Army to consist of eighty battalions of
seven hundred and twenty-six men each, which will make nearly sixty
thousand, the number of Artillery requisite will be 3,360. These may
be thrown ~nto two or three battalions, as shall be thought best.

If any circumstance shall happen to render the movement of this
Army necessary, one h,undred covered wagons win be wanting to trans-
port the stores, reckonmg one ton and a half to eilch wagon and six
horses.

Three hundred st,rong hors,es t? draw t~e travelling artillery.
All t~e heavy ~tlllery on gar~Ison carrIages and, the heaviest stores

are not mcluded In the above estImate. 'Vagoners and drivers for the
above; a 'V agonmaster to be e

.

stablished for the Artillery; also a Quar-
termaster t(}r the horses and wagons, whose business shall be to pur-
chase hay, horses, &c., as may be wanted.

Exclusive of the artificers at the fixed laboratories, there must be an
hundred, of different branches, attached to the Artillery, to repair.tar-
riages when broken, make platforms, and a thousand other matters
belonging to the Artillery.

Besides the Commissary of Stores it will be necessary to have Il
Deputy Commissary, who shall be 1\ capable, active man. The num-
ber of conductors and clerks to be twelve; if the service should require
more, they to be added during the pleasure of the Commander-in-Chief.

The commanding officer of Art.illery to have a clerk attached to him,
for the purpose of collecting, arranging, and disposing the various
returns of cannon and stores,

The fo!lowing brass fieJd-pieces are wanting; and, as there is a con-
siderable quantity of copper collected, it is to be wished that the founder
might be employed to cast some of them immediately, vi:>:: 18 six-
pounders, 18 three-pounders.

H K C I I A .11ENRY NOX, 0 one rtt e'ry.
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directed to take into consideration the case of the Prisoners
in the Gaol of Philadelphia:

The Members chosen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Ross, and Mr.
Floyd.

Ordered, That the Petition of Jacob SheaJebe referred
to the Commissioners appointed to hear and determine upon
the appeal against the sentence on the libel against the
ship Elizabeth:

That R. Peters, Esq., be empowered to prosecute the
said appeal.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to sell to
Joseph Golden ten pounds of Powder.

Resolved, That five months' pay be advanced to the
Officers, and three months' pay to the Men, who were
taken prisoners in Canada, and sent 10 these United States
by General Carleton.

Resolved, That the Report of the Board of War, whicb
Was brought in the 14th of September, be taken in consi-
derationon Monday next. .

Ordered, That the Board of War at that time lay before
Congress the papers relative to the dispute between the
Court-Martial and Brigadier-General Arnold.

Resolved, That the Continental Agents be directed to
deliver to the Commissary-General, for the use of the Army,
all the Salt in their hands belonging to the Continent.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, October 7, 1776.

Resolved, That 8,000 Dollars be advanced to the
Committee of Lancaster, for the purpose of defraying the
expenses of enclosing the Barracks in that Borough with a
stockade, and supporting a guard, the said Committee
to be accountable.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Deputy Ml1ster-
master-General for the Flying-Camp, iri the room of
JQnathan B. Smith; and, the ballots being taken,

William Davies was elected.
t.. Letter, of the 14th of September, from Brigadier-Gen-

eral Moore, and one from John Hanson, dated St. Croix,
14tb August, being received, were read:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies
and Conventions of the United States respectively, to annex
such penalties by law to the crime of counterfeiting the
Certificates or Notes of the Continental Loan-Office, as are
or shall be annexed to the crime of counterfeiting the Con-
tinental Currency.

Ordered, That the Resolutions for borrowing Five Mil-
lions of Dollars, together with the above Resolve, be pub-
lished, and copies thereof sent to each of the United States,
and that the respective States be desired to send to the
Committee of the Continental Treasury the names of the
Commissioners by them appointed in consequence of the
said Resolutions.

.

A Petition' from James Browne, a pnsoner, was laid
before Oongress, and read, praying for leave to return to
Ireland, the place of his nativity:

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted.
General Lee having informed Congress of his arrival in

Philadelphia, and that he waited their orders:
Ordered, That General Lee attend in Congress.
Resolved, That a Commissary of Prisoners of War be

appointed in each of the United States:
That the said Commissaries be directed to make monthly

returns of the state and condition of the Prisoners under
their respective care, to the 'Board of 'Val':

That the said Commissaries be appointed by the respec-
tive States.

Agreeable to order, General Lee attended; and having
given an account

.
of the state of affairs in the Southern

Department, he withdrew.
The Secret Committee informed Congress that they bave

chartered, and loaded in Virginia, the Aurora, late the
prize-ship caIJe9 the Oxford, for account of the Continent:
'Whereupon,

Resolved, That the President write to the Governour
and Council of Virginia, and request them to give all the

assistaIJce in their power, in manning and despatching the
sam Ship.

Resolved, That lJilatthias Hite, a First Lieutenant of the
Eighth Virginia Battalion, have a Continental eomrnission,
in lieu of that which he received front the Committee of
Safety of that State; and that his commission bear elate
the 19th of February last.

Resolved, That General Let be directed to repair to tbe
camp at Haerlem, with leave, if he thinks proper, to visit
tbe posts in New-Jersey.

The Commiltee appointed to take ioto consideration the
application from the President of South- Carolina, in behalf
of General Lee, reported:

That this Congress, having a just opinion of the abilities
of General Lee, applied to him to accept a command in
their service, which he readily agreed to, provided the Con-
gress would indemnify him against any loss wbich be might
sustain in consequence thereof, he having, at 'that time, a
considerable sum of money due to him by persons in the
Kingdom of Great Britain, which he was resolved to draw
from thence as soon as possible. That the Congress unan-
imously concurred in his proposal: that be accordingly
entered into their service; that he has since drawn bills
upon his agent in England, which bil1s have been returned
protested. That Generbl Lee, having purchased an estate
in Virginia, the purchase money for which has been long
due, is likely to sustain, by means of the protested bills,
many injuries, unless this House prevent the same by an
advance of thirty thousand Dollars: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the sum of 30,000 Dollars be advanced
to General Lee, upon his giving Bond to the Treasurer to
account for the same, and taking such steps, in conjunction
with Robert Morris, Esq., on behalf of the Congress, as
will secure the most effectual transfer of .his estate In Eng-
land, to reimburse the Congress for the advance now made
to him.

Ordered, That the Committee who brought in the fore-
going Report prepare a suitable Bond.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Board
of War of the 4th instant: Whereupon,

Resolved, That MonsieurPierre Franr;oisde Bois be
commissioned as a Major by brevet, and sent to General
Mercer, to be employed in such way as he shall think
proper:

That Mr. Bartholomew Van Heer's Account be referred
to the Board of Treasury.

The Committee appointed to inquire into the causes of
the miscarriages in Canada brought in a Report :*

Ordered, To lie on the table.

"Report concerning BERNARD & WADDWG', Goods: brought in OCTOB1':R
7, 1776.

The Committee appoint~d to inquire into the causes of the miscar-
riages in qanada haVing, pursuant to the directions of Congress, inquired
how certam goods, taken from John Bel'nard and Wadding, of
.Montreal, were disposed of, report:

That, upon examining several witnesses and papers, it appears, that
about the middle of the month of .Mat'ch last, the said BernfLrd 8r 'Wad-
ding. sent from Jl!ontreal twenty-nitJe sleighs, laden with goods to be
carned to the Indwn country, contrary to the orders

.

of the commanding
officer in Canada; that said sleighs were pursued by order of General
Wooster, and seven of them taken and brought back, and the goods con-

tained in them delivered to the keepers of stores for the use of the army,
and proper receIpts taken for the same as follows, viz: one pair of three-
point and half blankets to Francis Duclos; three camp-kettle~, for the
use of the Hospital, to TV. V. Wimple, Surgeon; one pair two-point and
half blankets to John Higgins; seventeen bags of bread, partly damaged,
nineteen bags of flour, twenty-seven bags of corn, one bag of peas three
kegs of hog's lard, eleven kegs of pork, and four kegs of rum, to Henry
Benson, Assi~tant Deputy Commissary; five bales of goods such as are
usually ~ent m the Indian trade, one bundle of Indian truck, containing
coarse hats, shirts, &c., one roll of pigtail tobacco, one barrel of pow-
der, one piece of blue strouds, a parcel of oilcloth, cords, &c., to George
.Measam, Superintendent of Stores.

It further appears, by an account exhibited by GeOl-ge:Nicholson that
he and Captam Seott kept for their own use one five-gallon keg of red
wine, one keg of New-England rum, four pounds chocolate, and three
pounds of loaf sugar. T~at sajd Nicholson delivered five camp-kettles
to Colonel "Hazen, three dItto to Dr. Lynn, for the General Hospital
and three ditto for the Red Hospital at St. Foys; one bale of tobacco t~
the friend Indians at different times, by order of General Wooster. The
said Nicholson fur\l1~r says that the aforesaid articJes are the whole of
th~ goods that were taken from said Bernard 8r Wadden as aforesaid.

That said .Measam delivered to the Commissioners in Canada an
invoice of the goods contained in the several packages received by him.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that the settlement
of the accounts respecting th~ disposition of said goods with the severa]
persons who reeeived the same as afore~aid, ouO"ht to be referred to the
Commissioners appointed to settle accounts i~ the Northern Depart-
m~nt, and that the receipts and other papers relating thereto be trans-
mItted to them.
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Congress took illto consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on the Letters from General Washington of the 24th
and 25th of September: Whereupon,

Resolved, Tbat as a furtber encouragement for gentlemen
of abilities to engage as commission officers in tbe Batta-

Receipts rf Goods taken from BERNARD & Co.
MONTREAL, .March 21, 1776.-Received of Major Nicholson, by order

of General Wooster, one pair of three-point and half blankets.
FRANCIS DUCLOS.

MONTI\EAL, .March 21, 1776.-Received of Major Nicholson three
copper camp-kettles, taken from Mr. Woodin, and IS for the use of the
Continental Hospital, by order of General WoosJer.

W. V. WIMPLE, Sen., Surgeon to General Hospital.

MARCH 22.-Received of Major :Nicholson, by order of the General,
one pair of two-point and half blankets and knife, the property of
Woodon ~ Bernard.

JNO. HIGGINS.

MONTREAL, .lIfarch 24, 1776.-Received of Major George Nicholson
eighty-one fusees for the use of the Continental Army: fusees taken
from the Tories of .Montreal by order of the General.

JOHN SHEPHERD, Conductor of .!lrtillery.

Received, MONTREAL, 25th .March, 1776, of Major 'George :lvicholson,
Aid-de-Camp to General JFooster, seventeen bags of bread, partly
damaged, nineteen bags flour, twenty-seven bag~ corn, one bag peas,
three kegs hog's lard, eleven kegs pork, and four kegs rum, for the use
of the Continental troops. H ' B .!l D C. ENRY ENSON, . . .

.March24, 1776.-Received of Major George :Nicholson, for the use of
the Congress, five bales of goods such a!j. are usually sent in the Indian
trade, and one Dundle of Indian truck, coriraining coarse hats, shirts,
&c., one roll pigtail tobacco, fikewise one barrel powder, seized by
Major Nicholson, and claimed by Messrs. Woodin ~Bemard, mer-
chants of .Montreal, also one piece of blue stroud, parcel of oilcloth,
cords, &c.

G M S . d SEO. EASAM, upermtenent t01'es.
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lions to be furnished by the several States, to serve during
the war, their monthly pay be increased as follows:

A Colonel, 75 Dollars; Lieutenant-Colonel, 60 Dollars;
Major, 50 Dollars; Captain, 40 Dollars; Lieutenant, ~7
Dollars; Ensign, ~o DoJlars; Quartermaster,27i Dollars;
Adjutant, 40 Dollars.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed. '

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Octoher 8, 1776.

Two Letters, of tbe 4th and 5th, fromGeneral Washing-
ton, with sundry Papers enclosed; one, of the 4th, from the
Convention of New- York; one, of the ~7th of September,
from the Council of Massachu.setts-Bay; one, of the ~d in-
stant, /i'omJohn Livingston; and one from John Heyleger,
dated St. Croix, 4th September, were read:

Ordered, Tbat the Letter from John Heyleger be re-
ferred to .the Board of War; that the Letter from John
Livingston be referred to tbe Secret Committee, wbo are
directed to send to Mr. Livingston's Mill the ten'tons of
Saltpetre sent last winter to 1I1assachusetts-Bay.

Three Petitions from sundry Prisoners were read, and
referred to the Committee on the state of the Prisoners.

Resolved, That a Member be added to the said Com-
mittee:

The Member chosen, Mr. Rush.
Whereas it is necessary that the most speedy and effectual

measures be taken for raising the new Army,
Resolved, Tbat it be recommended to the Assemblies,

Conventions, and Councils of Safety of the several States
which bave any Regiments now in the Continental service,
eitber at New- York, Ticonderoga, or New-Jersey, that they
forthwith appoin't Committees to proceed to those places,
with full powers to appoint all the officers of the Regiments
to be raised by their States under the new establishment,
tbat such officers may proceed immediately toinlist such
men as are now in the service, and incline to reinlist during
the war, and that such Committees be instructed to advise
with the General Officers, and promote such officers as have
distinguished themselves for theil' abilities,. activity, and
vigilance in tbe service, and especially for their attention to
militarr discipline.

That the said Committees be also instnicted no~to appoint
any officer who has left, or shall leave, his station in tbe
Army, and is absent without leave from the General, or
some otber officer having authority to grant the same.

Ordered, Tbat a copy of the above Resolutions be sent
to each of the United States.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Reports of the
Committee on the General's Letters, and of that which
went to the camp: 'Whereupon,

,

Resolved, Tbat, for the further encouragement of the
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, wbo shaH engage in
the service during the war, a suit of Clothes be annually given
to each of the said officers and soldiers: to consist, for tbe
present year, of two linen hunting-shirts, two pair of overalls,
a leathern or woollen waistcoat with sleeves, one pa'ir of
breeches, a hat or leathern cap, two shirts, two pair of hose,
and two pair of shoes, '!lmounting, in the whole, to the value
of twenty Dollars, or tbat sum to be paid to each so]dier
who shall procure tbose articles for himself, and produce a
certificate thereof, from the Captain of the company to wqich
he belongs, to the Paymaster of the Regiment.

go

~~.

"<:J~
~
~

.lflcmorandum if Goods taken from BERNARD, not delivered to the C01llmis-
sary, ~c.

The foUowing goods were kept by Captain Scott and myself out of
the effectS of Messrs. JVoodon ~ Bernard, taken at the Cedars, .If/arch 25,
1776: one five-gaUon keg of red win~, one ditto common Jfew-England
rum, four pounds chocolate, three pounds loaf sugar, for which we are
accountabJe. ,

GEORG~ NICHOLSON.

Five camp-kettles delivered to Colonel Hazen, three ditto to Dr. Lynn,
for the General Hospital, three ditto to the Red Hospital at St. Foys,
for which Colonel Hazen and Dr. Lynn are to be accountable.

- GEORGE NICHOLSON.

One bale of tobacco delivered to the friend Indians at different times
by order of Generul Wooster.

The above account, together'with the receipts given to General Woos-
ter, is a true account of the goods taken from Messrs. TVoodon ~ Bernal'd.

Test: .. GEORGE NICHOLSON.
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Resolved, That it be recommendedto the Assemblies
and Conventions of the respective States, from Virginia to
New-Hampshire, inclusively, to take the most effectual
measures for completing, by the 10th of November, their
proportions of the levies to be raised during the war.

As the Army has greatly suffered through the defect of
some of its regimental officers,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies
and Conventions of the re~pective States, to use their ut-
most endeavours that all the officersto be hereafter appointed
be menof honour and known abilities, without a particular
regard to their having before been in service.

.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Reports
be postponed till to-morrow.

The Secret Committee having informed Congress that a
vessel was arrived with sundry articles by them imported
on account of the Continent,

Ordered, That the said Committee deliver to the Board
of War such articles as are suitable for the Army, and to
the Marine Committee such as are for the Navy, and to
Mr.J. Mease such as are for Clothing, to be made up for
the soldiers.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, October 9,1776.

Two Letters, of the 3d, from General Schuyler, with
sundry Papers enclosed, were laid before Congress, and
read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of VVar,
and that the Letters heretofore received from General
Washington, General Schuyler, and the other General
Officers, be lodged in th~ War Office.

Resolved, That two months' pay be advanced to Major
Pierre Franfois de Bois, he to be accountable.

A Petition from Jean Baccarere and his partner was
read, and referred to the Marine Committee.

App]ication being made in behalf of Captain Dirks, late
from Surinam, to be taken into the service of the Continent,
as an Engineer,.

.

Re.wlved, That he be referred to the Board of War.
The Committee appointed to prepare the form of a Bond

to be given by General Lee for the 30,000 Dollars ad-
vanced to him, brought in a draft, which was read and.
agreed to.

.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of the
Committee who went to the camp: Whereupon,

Resolved, That no Regimental Hospitals be, for the
future, allowed in the neighbourhood of the General Hospital:

That John Morgan, Esq., provide and superintend a
Hospital, at a proper distance /i'om the camp, for the Army
posted on the east side of Hudson's river.

That William Shippen, Esq., provide and superintend a
Hospital for the Army in the State of New-Jersey:

That each of the Hospitals be supplied by the respective
Directors with such a number of Surgeons, Apothecaries,
Surgeons' Mates, and other assistants, and also such quanti-
ties of Medicines, Bedding, and other necessaries, as they
shall judge expedient:

That they make Weekly Returns to Congt'ess and the
Commander-in-Chief, of the officers and assistants of each
denomination, and also the numbers of sick and deceased in
their respective Hospitals:

That the Regimental Surgeons be directed to send to the
General Hospitals such officers and soldiers of their respec-
tive Regiments as, being confined by wounds or other
disorders, shall require nurses or constant attendance, and,
from time to time, to apply to the Quartermaster-Genera],
or his Deputy, for convenient wagons for this purpose ; also,
that they apply to the Directors in their respeetive Depart-
ments, for Medicines and other necessaries:

That the wages of Nurses be augmented to one Dollar
a week:

That the Commanding Officer of each Regiment be
directed, once a week, to send a commissioned officer to
visit the sick of his respective Regiment in the General
Hospital, and report their stale to him:

That a Commissary of Clothing be appointed for each of
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the Armies of the United States, whose duty shall be to
make constant returns to the Assemblies 01'Conventions of
the respective Stfftes, of the Clothing wanted for their
several Regiments, to receive and pay for the same, to
deliver it to the Paymasters of the respective Regiments, to
be by them distributed to the non-commissioned officers and
soldiers, and deducted from their wages respectively, unless
allowed as a bounty by order of Congress:

That the Commissary-General be empowered to employ
suitable persons to import such quantities of Salt as he shall
judge necessary, on account and risk of the United States.

That for promoting health in the Army, the Commissary-
General be directed to cause the same to be well supplied
with Indian Meal and Vegetables:

That the Commander-in-Chief be empowered to appoint
as many Conductors for the Commissary of Stores, and
Assistants to the Commissary of Clothing, as he shall, from
time to time, judge necessary, and report their names to
Congress:

That there be a Deputy Commissary of Stores for the
Army at New- York, with the pay of thirty Dollars a month.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed till to-morrow.

Ordered, That the Board of War send 300 pound~ of
Powder to Colonel Mark Bird, to prove the Cannon he
has made for the United States.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, October 10,1776.

A Petition from Captain Daniel Morgan, and one from
Captain Smitlt, Lieutenant Steel, and Lieutenant Nichols,
late returned from Canada, were read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury,
who are directed to liquidate and settle the accounts
enclosed in the said Petitions, and to payor a]Jow for such
arms as were lost or taken by the enemy in the assault on
Quebeck.

A Petition from Frederick Seegar was read, praying for
leave to resign his office of Quartermaster to the German
Battalion:

Resolved, That leave be granted.
A Petition of John Melchior Neff, and one from Paul

Fooks, were read, and referred to the Board of War.
The Marine Committee having recommended Captain

Whipple, of the Ship Columbus, to the command of the
Prov~dence Frigate, at Rhode-Island, .

Resolved, That he be promoted accordingly.
The Committee further reported, that they have had

under consideration the rank of the Captains of the Navy,
and agreed to a Report, which was read: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the rank of the Captains Deas follows:
1. James Nicholson, of the Virginia, of ... - 28 guns.
2. JohnManly, - - Hancock, .. .. - 32
3. HectorM'Neil, - Boston,- .. .. - 24
4. DudleySaltonstall, - Trumbull, .. .. .. 28
5. NicholasBiddle, - .. Randolph,-- .. 32
6. ThomasThompson, - Raleigh, .. 32
7. JohnBarry, - Effingham,- .. - 28
8. ThomasReed, - TPashington,.. 32
9. ThomasGrennall,- Congress,.. - .. 28

10. CharlesAlexander, - Delaware,.. .. - 24
n. LambertWickes, - - Reprisal, - .. 16
12. AbrahamWhipple, .. Providence, - 28
13. JohnHopkins, -" Warren, - 32
14. JohnHodge, - - .. Montgomery,.. .. 24
15. WilliamHallock, - - Lexington,- - 16
16. HoystedHacker, - - Hamden.
17. IsaiahRobinson, .. .. AndrewDoria, - 14
18. JohnPaulJones,- .. Providence, - 12
19. James Josiah.
20. Elisha Hinman, .. Alfred,
21. Joseph Olney, - - - Cabot,..
22. James Robinson, .. .. Sachem,
23. John Young, - Independence,..
24. Elisha Warner, - Fly.

Lieutenant Baldwin, - Wasp, -
Lieutenant Albertson, - Musquito,

- .. 28
.. 16
.. 10
-10

8
4
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Resoltll~d, That the Marine Committee he empowered
to settle the rank of the Lie!)teI)apt~of tbe N<iVY,

Resolved, That a Committee ofthrel;! be appointed to
prepare the form of all Oath to be taken by the officers of
tbe Army and Navy: .

The Memberschosen,Mr. Wythe, Mr. Stonc, and Mr.
Paine.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,..

Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed to take
such steps as are necessary for procuring a sufficient number
of as large vessels as the navigation of the Lakes ,will
admit of, for the service of the States the next campaign,
that ,the cqmmand of the Lakes may be effectually se-
cured:

That William Patten be appointed third Lieutenant in
Colonel Hand's Regiment, in the place of Lieutenant
Clark, resigned:

That the Regimental Paymasters in the Army of the
United States, have the rank of First Lieutenants, and re-
ceive rations as Captains:

That General Washington be directed to negotiate with
General Howe an exchange of the officers returned from
Canada, I!.ndthat they have a preference to tpose tl!ken on
New- York Isll!.nd!lnd L9ng-hwnd:

That General Washington be ijirected, if he shaH judge
it necessary, to sink the new Ships mentioned in his Letter
of the 5th instant.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed.

The Committee tQ whQm was r~ferred the case of Wil-
liam Faulkner, brought in a Report, which was taken into
consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved That William Faulkner, a prisoner confined
at Reading: be permitted to return to hi$ family in Tryon
County,upon giving his parole.

.

The Committee appointed tQ devise a plan for providing
Carriages, &c., brought in a Report, which was taken into
consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Quartermasters in every department
be ordered to avoid pressing Horses and Carriages, as much
as possible; and when it is necessary, that they be directed
to go to the country houses for that purpose, and discharge,
as soon as the service will admit, such Horses and Carriages
so impressed; and that no vio]ence whatever be done to
any persons, their Horses or Car~i~ges, who go to the ca~p
of their own accord, to sell provIsions, or other necessaries
of any kind.

An application from the Council of Safety of Pennsyl-
vania was laid before Congress, and read, desiring that a
Committee of Congress may be appointed to confer with a
Committee of their body on the expediency of having Troops
stationed near the City of Philadelphia, for the defence of
Pennsylvania:

Ordered, That the Board of War confer with the Com-
mittee of the Council of Safety on the subject proposed.

A Petition of William Mackay was read, praying for
leave to return home:

Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be granted.

Resolved, Tha.t the fQllowing promotioQs and appoint-
ments be mad~ in t.b~.Virginia Battalions, viz:

William Crawford, Colonel of the Seveoth; commission
to be dated the 14th of4ugust:

Josiah Parker, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Fifth; COm-
mission to be dated the 13th of August:

Thomas Elliott, Colonel of the Fourth; commission to
be dated the 3d of September:

James Henqricks, Lieutena,nt-Colonel of the Sixth; com-
missio~ to be dated the 13th of August:

John Markham, Major of the Second; commission to
be dated the 13th of Augwt:

John Seayres, Majer of the Fourth; commission to be
dated the 13th ofAugwt:

George Johnston, Major of th~ F'ifth; commission to be
dated the 13th of August:

Richard Park.er, Jr., Major of the Sixth; commission to
be dated the 13th of August:

William Taliaferro, Major of the Third; commission to
be dated the 13th of August:

John Taylor, Captain in the First; commissioo tQ be
dated the 29th_of April:

John Chilton, Captain in the Tbird,; coromj~sj(m.tQ ~
dated the 29tb, of April:

John Blackwell, First Lieutenant in do.; commi~sion to
be dated the 29th of April:

Joseph Blackwell, Second Lieut.emm.tip gp.; commis~iQI:J
to be d,ned tbe 29th of April:

John Ashby, Captain io the Thir4; commissio.1}t9 ~
dated the 18th of il'Ja.n;h,:

.
.

Willia.m Nei!$(J1J, First ~\el,l,tEJI,JJ!.nt;cQmmission, to \;Ie
dated the 18th Qf M4Tch:

Isham Keith, Second do.; commission to; be d.atecl the
18th of March: -

Nathaniel Ashby, Ensign in th~ 'rh!I:d; commission. to
be dated the 18th of March:

Charles Read, an Ensign, in th~ rOOll}of I,lobert DqrJe.
Re~olved, That Commissions I;>emaqe out to all the

Qfficersof the Regiments in the service of thl:' Un#ed States,
who have been appointed in tlw places of others resigning
and promoted, and bear dates the days On which the resig-
nations and promotions were respectively made.

A Memorial from George il'Jeaspm w.a.~presented to
Congress, and read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.
Resolved, That three Members be added to the Com-

mittee of Clothing, in the room of those who are absent:
The Membe~ Ghosen, 1,\1r.Witherspoon, Mr. Stone, and

Mr. Penn.
Congress took into consideration the Report of tbe Board

of War of.the ]9th of September: Whereupon,
Resolved, That the inhabitants, of Cqnadf,l captivated

by the United Stat£s, and not taken. in arms, be released
and sent home, except St. Luke la Corn and Mons. RolJ,~
ville, the elder, upon this condition, that they sign a parole
not to take up arms against the U1~itedSia.telJ,Qor give
intelligence to the enemies of these States:

That a register be kept of their names.
Ordered, That the Board of War deliver Gunpowder

for proving Cannon made for the United States, upon ap-
plication to them for that purpose.

The Committee of Treasury reported, thaj there is due,
To Joseph Donaldson, for supplies to recruits to General

Lee's Guard, and provisions to Captain Grier's Company, .
and a guard with powder to Virginia, 20 60-90tbs Dollars £
I To William Faulkner, a prisoner, sent by General
Schuyler to Reading, for his allowance from the 9tb of
April to the 7th of October, inclusive, 26 weeks, at 2
Dollars, 52 Dollars:

To Captain Hazlewood, Captain Greenway, and Mr.
Bedford, a balance of 267 10-90tbs Dollars, tbeir whole
account of charge for preparing six sail of fire-ships at
New- York, and their expenses going to, in,and coming Ii.om,
New- York to Philadelphia, being. 392 10-90tbs Dollars;
of which they have received from S. Moylan, Esq., Quar-
termaster General, ]25 Dollars; the remainder is 267
1O-90ths Dollars :

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for appointing

the Commissaries of Clothing and Deputy Commissary of
Stores. .

The seve~alll}atte.rs to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, October JI, 1776.

Two Letters, of the 7th and 8th, fron) General Wash-
ington, with sundry Papers enclosed, were read: Where-
upon,

Resolved, Tbat. the release of Mons. de Charnbault, as
proposed by General Washi'!JSton,on the request of the
Count D' Emery, Governour-lieneral of the French pOft of
St. Domingo, be agreed to:

That the General's Letters, with the Papers enclQsed,be
referred to the Board of War.

Resolved, That General Washington be desired, if it be
pra_cticable,by every art, and whatever expense, to obstruct
effectually the navigation of the North. River between Fort
Washington and MQWl.tCons.tiilJ,tion,as well to prevent
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the regress of the enemies' Frigates lately gone up, as to
hinder them from receivingsuccour5.

The Secret Committee informed Congress that a vessel
was arrived at Rhode-island, with sundry articles imported
by their order, for account of the Unit,cd States: .

Ordered That the Secret Committee report m what
manner the' said goods ought, in their opinion, to be disposed
Qf.

Resolved That Mr. S.'Collins be requested to order the
Tents fit for'use which were found in the possession of Wil-
liam Barrel, lately deceased, to be delivered to J. Me~se,
(or the Army, and that the amount thereof be paid by Mr.
Mease, on application of Mr. Collins, or other person prop-
erly authorized for that purpose.

Ordered That the Marine Committee deliver over to
the directio~ of the Committee of Secret Correspondence,
two of the Continental Cruisers now ready for sea, to per-
form such voyages as they shall think necessary for the
service of the States:

That the Marine Committee give orders to the remainder
of the Continental Cruisers, now in the port of Philadelphia,
and ready for sea, to proceed on such voyages, ?r perform
such immediate services, as the Secret Comullttee shall
direct, in writing, addressed to the commanders thereof.

Resolved, That three Members be added to the Com-
mittee of Secret Correspondence. ,

The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wzthcnpoon,
and Mr. Hooper.

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the
Account of Captain ,Wartindale, brought in a Report, which
was taken into consideration : Whereupon,

Resolved That there be paid to Captain Sion Martin-
dale the sdm of 144 18-90 Dollars, in full of expenses
and disbursements on the Brig Washington, and other ex-
penses from H~lifax to Casco Bay.

The Commlftee of Treasury reported, that Edward
Snikers, of Virginia, produced an account of Rifles and
other articles furnished for the use of Colonel Stevenson's
Battalion, a~ounting to £347 4, Virl?inia currency, of
which Captain Abraham Sheppard IS to account for
£67 15 and the remainder, being £219 9, to be charged
to the s;id Battalion; that the saId Snikers give credit for
£64 16, money aforesaid, receiv~d from.Colonel Stevenson,
the balalJce dUB to the said Smkers bemg £282 8, equal
'to 941 30-90 Dollars to be paid to Thomas Rutherford:

That William Brady, of Colonel Stevenson's Battalion,
drew an order on Colonel Valentine Crawford, one of the
executors of the late Colonel Stevenson, for the use of the
said Batta]ion, for the sum of 150 Dollars, which order was
paid by the said V. c.r~wf?rd, and that he ought to ~e
reimbursed the same, wInch IS to be charged to the saId
Brady:

That they have had under consi~eratio? th~ Accounts
of Captain Daniel MorU'l1n,amountmg, with his own and
three Lieutenants' pay, the loss of Rifles wh~n,he w~s taken
at the storm of Quebeck~expen,ses of recrUl,tmg his com-
pany, repairing guns, whIch he IScharged with, and ought
to be allowed in the whole, to 1389 80-90 Dollars:

That the s~id Morgan credits the several charges against
him in the Continental Books, amounting to 1614 Sl-90
Dollars; by which there appears to be a balance due to the
publick of 224 IS2'-9u Dollars:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid and credited,
agreeable to the said Report.

A Petition from William Jenkins was read, and referred
to the Board of Treasury.

Resolved, That General Walhington be empowered to
appoint a Deputy Comniissary of Stores for the Army near
New- York.

The Committee appointed to prepare the form of an
Oath to be taken by the officers of the Army and Navy,
broucrht in the same, which was read:

O~'dered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Marine
Committee, in the room of l\11'.Hopkins, who is absent:

The Member chosen, Mr. Ellery.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, October 14, 1776,

A Letter of the 12th from General Lee; one of tbe 10th,
from General Mercer;' one, of the 30th September, from
General Gates' one, of the 1st instant, from Joseph Trum-
bull, advising that he has drawn on the President in favour
of Thomas Lowry, f~r60,000 Doll~I'S; and one, of the 7th,
from General Washzngton, enclosmg a Letter from Dr.
Morgan, were read:

Ordered, That the Letters from Generals Lee and Mer:-
cer be referred to the Board of War:

That the Letter from Dr. Morgan be referred to the
Medical Committee.

A Petition from Frauds Mentges was read and referred
to the Board of War.

The Board ofW aI', to whom were referred the LeUers
from General Washington, of the 7th andSth instant, brought
in a Report,'*' which was taken into consideration: Where-
upon,

Resolved That General Washington De infijrmed the
Congress approve of his appointing P. Penett his Aid-de-
Camp by brevet, and that a commission of Aid-de-Camp
be accordincrly transmitted to him:

That the" several States in which Prisoners have been
10dl1ed be desired to furnish Congress with an account of
such expenses as have been inc~rred, by the said States,
respectively, on account of the said PrIsoners:

That the sum of 500,000 Dollars be immediately sent to
the Paymaster-General, that he may be enabled to pay the
bounty to such of the Troops as shall reinlist to serve
durincr the war.

R:Solved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed.

The Committee appointed to heat and determine upon
the appeal brought against the sentence passed on the libel,
Joshua Wentworth Vi!.the Ship Elizabeth, reports as fol-
~: .

"Joshua Wentworth, Esq., for and in behalf as well of
the United States of America, as of John Manly, Daniel
Waters, and John Ayres, commanders; and the officers,
marines and mariners of the three armed vessels Hancock,
Lee, an'd Lynch, in the service of the said States, having
exhibited a libel before Joshua Brackett, Esq., Judge of
the Court Maritime of the State of New-Hampshire, against
the briO'antine Elizabeth, commanded by Peter Ramsay,
and he; cargo, and Richar~ ll~rt, o,fPortsmou~h~in New-
Hampshire, owner of the said bl'lgantme, and lVtllwm Jack-
son and others, of Boston, in the Stale of ltlassachusetts-
Bay, o~ners of~undr~ goods and !llerchandise on board ?f
her, havmg put m thelrseve:al clal~s thereto, and the sald
Judge of the Court aforesaid having, on the 21st day of
August, in the year of our Lord 1776, decreed and or~ered
the said brigantine, and so rouch of her cargo as was claJmp.d,
to be restored to the respective claimants, and that the
claimants recover their legal costs of court, from which
decree and sentence the said Joshua Wentworth appealed
to Congress:"

The Committee of Congress, to whom it was referred to
hear and determine the said appeal, have diligently inspected
the proceedings, and heard the parties by their, counsels, and
it appearing, that on the 1st day of October, ,m th~ year of
our Lord 1775, Gen'eral Gage, Commander-ill-Chief of the
British forces, then in Boston, in the State of Massachusetts-
Bay, by his commission to Crean Brush, Esq., directed
him to receive into his care all such goods, chattels, and
effects of the inhabitants of that town, some of whom had
departed Irom it, as might be voluntarily del~vered into his
charge by the ow~ers, o~ by other persons wIth.whom they
were left, giving his receipt for therI,1,and to deliver them to
the owners when he should be reqUired; that, on the 10th

"At the Board of War, October 12,1776:
The Board of War, to whom were referred General W.ashi~t?n'8

Letters of the 7th and 8th in~tant, beg leave to report as their op~mon,
that General Washington be Informed the Congress approve of h~s ~p-
pointing p, Penett his Aid:de-Camp by, brevet, and that a commISSiOn
of Aid-de-Camp be accordmgly transmitted,

That the several States in which Pris<;mers have been lodged b~ desired
to furnish Congress with an account of expel'lses as have been Incurred
by the said States respecti,:ely, ,

That all Prisoners captivated by any of the Umttd Stales, whether,
mechanicks or not, be included in the exchange to be made between
General Washington and Ihe enemy.

That the sum of five hundred thousand dollars be immetlhtely sent
to the Paymaster-General, that he may be enabled to pay the bounty
to such of the troops as shall reinlist to serve during the war,

'*'
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day of March then following, Genp.ral Howe, who had suc-
ceeded General Gage in the command of theo British
forces, by his commission to the said Crean Brush, reciting,
that as he was informed there were large quantities of goods
in Boston, which, if in the possessionof the Rebe]s, (as he
termed the Americans,) might enable them to.carry on war,
and that he had given notice to all loyal inhabitants to
remove such goods from thence, and that those who would
not remove them, or deliver them to the care of the said
Crean Brush, would be considered as abettors of Rebels,
required him to take into his possession all such goods as
answered that description, and give certificates to the owners
that he had received them for their use, and would deliver
them to the owners' orders, unavoidable accidents excepted,
and to seize any such goods as, upon inquiry, should be
found secreted, or left in stores, and put them on board of
the Minerva ship, or brigantine Elizabeth. That there-
upon, the said Crean Brush, assisted by other persons, took
into his possession the goods of the claimants, amongst
others, and put them into the said brigantine Elizabeth, and
other vessels in the harbour of Boston, without the know-
ledge of some of the owners, and without the consent of all
the olhers, unless it be William Jackson and James Jack-
son, of whose consent, however, there are no other proofs
than that one of them went with his goods, and watched
there on the wharf from whence they were shipped, and
that the other was a passenger in the said brigantine Eliza-
beth, in her voyage towards Halifax. That the said Crean
Brush, by certificates under his hand, acknowledged several
parcels of the said goods to b.e in his custody, and engaged
to preserve them safely, to make up exact invoices thereof,
and, with the approbation of the Commander-in-Chief, to
return them to the owners. That, on the 29th day of March
afterwards, the said Peter Ramsay, by orders from Admiral
Shuldham, of the British fleet, given about eight days
before,went on board the said brigantine Elizabeth, into
which some of the claimants' goods had been shifted from
the other vessels; and the same day, between the hours of
three and four in the afternoon, sailed with her, under con-
voy of the British ship of war Niger, for Halifax, in Nova-
Scotia; and that, on the Tuesday following, the said John
Manly, in the Hancock, coming up with the said brigantine
Elizabeth, which had, in the mean time, parted from her
convoy, fired a broadside at her, which was returned by
a volley of small arms; when the said Daniel T-Vaters,in
the Lee, ;;Indthe said John Ayres, in the Lynch, joiningthe
said John it'Ianly, the said Peter Ramsay struck, it being
about four or five of the clock in the afternoon, and the said
brigantine was seized and carried into Piscataqua river, in
New-Hampshire; whereupon, the Committee, after mature
deliberation, are of opinion, that the said brigantine Eliza-
beth is not comprehended in the description of vessels which,
with their cargoes, by the resolutions of Congress of the
25th day of November last, may be forfeited, not being an
armed or a transport vessel employed in the present war
aO'ainst the United States, nor carrying provisions, or other
n~cessaries,to the British Army or Navy, within any of the
United Colonies; and that the cases of recaptures, mentioned
in the resolution of Congress of the 5th day of December
last, adjusting the proportions of salvage, those cases onIy
were intended, in which the vessels and their cargoes remain-
ing in possession of the enemy, might, by the law of nations,
be condemned as prize, which is conceived -not to be the
case with the said brigantine Elizabeth and her cargo; but
that, notwithstanding, it was the duty of the recaptors to
recover the said brigantine and her cargo, and that the
owners, who otherwise might, and probably would, have
lost their whole property, ought to make a reasonable satis-
faction; and that, therefore, the said sentence is erroneous,
and ouo-htto be reversed and annulled: That the said brig-
antine Elizabeth, and such parts of her cargo as were
claimed in the said Court Mal'itime, be restored to the
respective claimants, upon their paying to the United States
and the recaptors one-twelfth part of the value thereof, to
be determined by Ihe appraisement of appraisers on oath,
appointed by the Judge of the said Court: That the residue
of the cargo be sold, and the proceeds, after deducting the
like proportion and for the same uses, retained for the per-
sons who shall hereafter prove their right to the same; that
TVilliam Burk, commander, and the marines and mariners,

o

of the Warren, an armed vessel in the service of the United

States, who claimed a part of the said brigantine Elizabeth
and her cargo, as being joint captors, am not entitled to a
sh~re ~f the salvag~, it not appearing tbat they were present,
or 10 sIght, at the,tlme of the. recapture,: And that the appel-
lants recover agaInst the claimants their costs as well in the
said Court Maritime, as in tbe prosecution of their appeal
here; and that the cause be sent back to the said Court
~faritime, ~or that Court to proceed in carrying this sentence
mto execution.

And the said Report being read, was agreed to.
Resolved, Tbat such part of the twelfth, adjudged in the

foregoin.gReport to be paid in lieuof salvage,as belongs to
the Unzted States, be released, and given up to the owners
of the goods.

The Committee on the state of the Prisoners, brouo-ht in a
Report, which was read: <>

Ordered, To lie on the table.
The Board of Treasury, for the more regular settlement

of Accounts, proposed sund!'y queries to Cong-ress: Where-
upon,

Resolved, That no allowance be made. to Officers for
any arms lost or taken from them by the enemy:

Tbat the aIIQwance to Officersof 1 1-3 Dollar, for inlistin0'
soldiers, be not extended or given for the reinlistment of
soldiers in camp: .

That no Officer, holding two appointments in the Conti-
nental Army, be paid for more than one, after notice was
given to the commandersof tbe respective Armiesof the
re~ol,utionof Congress against Officers holding double com-
mISSIons.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
devise ways and means for supplying the Treasury with a
further slim of Money:

The Members cbosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilson, and
:Mr. Hall.

Resolved, That a Committeeof three be appointed, to
consider what is to be done with Negroestaken by vessels
of war, in the service of the United States:

The Members chosen,Mr. Wilson,Mr.R. H. Lee, and
Mr. Huntington.

R~olved, That 600 Dollars be advanced to MI'. R.
Erwin, Wagonmaster,he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order
the Virginia Troops on their march to New- Yorlf, to halt
at Trenton, till further orders. .

Resolved, That the Colonels of the New-Jersey Militia
make out regular Pay-Rolls of such of the Troops as have
been under their command,whencal1edintothe Continental
service, and have not been paid by the Convention of the
said State:

That slIch rolls be attested by the oaths of the Command-
ing Officer and Captains of the respective Regiments, and
paid by warrants on the Paymaster there, by General

.ft'[ercer, or the Commanding Officer in that Department;
he paying due attention to the Resolutions of Congress
transmitted herewith:

That one penny a mile be allowed, in lieu of rations, to
such men as have paid their expenses while on their march
to and from the camp, from and to their respective bomes.

The several matters to tbis day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, October 15,1776,

A Letter, of the 11th, Hhh, and 13th, from General
Washington; one, of the lOth, from General Lee; one, of
the 10th, from General Schuyler; one, of the same date,
from General Greene; one, of the 9th, from Joseph Trum-
bull; one, of the 4tb, from Seth Warner; and onoe, of the
same date, from Brigadier-General Lewis, were read:

Ordered, That tbe Letters from General Washington
and General

0 Lee, and Mr. Trumbull, be referred to the
Board of War:

That the Letter from General Greene be referred to the
Medical Committee, and the Letter from General Lewis to
the Board of Treasury.

Application being made to Congress
Esq., for leave to go to New- York, to

by John Foxcrofl,
remove his family



1401 CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, OCTOBER 16, 1776. 1402 .

from the horrours of war, and relieve them from the distress
in which they are at present involved: .

Resolved, That leave be granted him, upon giving his
parole to the Board of War; but he is not to set out on his
journey before next week.

The Board of War brought in a Report,* which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That General Gates be informed, that Congress
have it lIot in their power at present to supply him with the
Artillery he desires, but will procure such as soon as pos-
sible:

That two inrlependent Companies, consisting of 5~ men
each, be immediately raised, to be commanded by LIeute-
nant Whitecombe, who should be appointed Captain-Com-
mandant; that he nominate the Officers of the said two
Companies, who are to be appointed when approved of by
the Commanding Officer in the Northern Department.

Resolved, That the further considerationof the Report
be postponed.

William Davies, who was appointed Deputy Mustermas-
ter-General of the Flying-Camp, having requested leave to
resign that commission,

Resolved, That leave be granted, and that to-morrow be
assigned for appointing a Deputy Mustermaster-General for
the Flying-Camp.

Resolved, That 27 Dollars be advanced to the Captain
of the Guard appointed to attend the Wagons carrying
Goods to Ticonderoga.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due
to the following persons, the sum of 913 43-90 Dollars; for
which an order is to be drawn in favour of Thomas Armour,
VIZ:

To Peter Schlemmer,for victuallingthe Militiaon
their march to New-Jersey, - -

To Frederick Rummel, for ditto,
To William Thompson, victuallingGeneral Lee's

guard, - - - - - - - - - - 50 71
To ElizabethKuntz, forvictuallingMilitia, 4 86

For supplies to Army, - - - - 23 55
For do. to sick and wounded, - 36 00

To George Stake, for supplies to Militia
on their march, - - - - -

For do. to Army, -
To Adam Gartner, for supplies to do., - 30 08

For do. to Militia on their march, - 88 13
For do. to sick soldiers, in small-pox,

belonging to General Lee's
guard, - - - - 142 65

84 45
2 09

To sundries, for supplies to Militia on their
nlarch, - 44 62

For do. to sick ofGeneral Lee's guard, 4 00
For do. to General Lee's guard, 7 42

To Elizabeth Robinson, for do. to do., -
To Andrew Nebbenger, for do. to Militia

on their march, -
To G'I1dlupZigel, for do. to General Lee's

guard, - - - - - - - -
To Zach's Sturgwt, for do. to sick of do.,

For do. to General Lee's guard,
4 50
4 17

To Mart1:n Brenesy, for do. to do., -
To Fred. Rumble, for do. to do., -

For do. to sick of do.,
- 12 17
- 60 16

43 42
65 49

64 51

86 54

260 86

47 49
12 48

39 86

9 19

8 67
40 00

72 3:)

.. At a Board of War, October 14, 1776,agreed to report to ~ongresij:
That a Mustermaster be immediately appointed to the Flying-Camp,

with orders to proceed immediately to .Rmboy.
That General Gates be informed that Congress have it not in their

power at present to supply him with the Artillery he desires, and will
procure them as soon as possible.

That two independent Companies, consisting of fifty men each, be
immediately raised, to be commanded by Lieutenant Whitcomb, who
should be appointed Captain-Commandant. That he nominate the
Officers of the said two Companies, who are to be appointed when
approved of by the Commanding Officer in the Northern Department.

That Colonel John Philip De Haar;, be appointed a Brigadier-General
in the Army of the United States.

To Jacob Bushong, for do. to do. of do.,
To Daniel Kyser, for do. to do. of do., -
To Andrew Hortzeg, for repairing arms.

of General Lee's guard,

58 27
29 66

23 15

Whole amounting to, - - - Donars, 913 43
To Baltzar Spangler, and to be paid to Thomas Armour

for victuallinO'a part of General Lee's guard, nursing in the
smalI.pox, &~., at York- Town, and for provisions to Militia,
158 Dollars and 12-90ths:

To Lieutenant Francis Nichols, of the late Captain
Hendrick's Company, for two months' pay extraordinary
to the following officers, viz :. .

To the late Captain Hendncks, k,ned at the
assault of Quebeck, -- - - - - - - - $53 30

To Lieutenant John ~[<Cleland, who died on
the march to Quebeck, - - - -

To the said Lieutenant Nichols,
For the use of the executors of Captain Hend-

rick's, inlisting money, when the. company was
raised, 85 men, at 1 Dollar and 1.3d each, - -. 113 30

The whole amounting to - -$238 60
That there should be advanced to Lieutenant Francis

Nichols, for the purpose of paying the soldiers of his com-
pany returned from Quebeck, the sum of 1753 Dollars and
30-90ths, until he can settle the accounts of the company;
for which he is to be charged:

Ordered, That the said sums b.e paid.
Resolved, That two Members be added to the Commit-

tee of Treasury:
The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe and Mr. Smith.
The Secret Committee brought in a Report on the dis-

tribution of the cargo lately arrived at Providence, Rhode-
Island, in the Brig Happy Return:' Whereupon, .

Resolved, That a copy of the invoice of the Cloths and
Blankets be sent to General Mifflin, Quartermaster-Ge

.

neral,
with an order to :Messrs. Browns, of Rhode-Island, to
deliver the whole to his order, and that it be recommended
to the said Quartermaster-General, to have the Clot~s im-
mediately made up for the soldiers, either in Rhode-Island,
Connecticut, or by the tailors in the Army, as may be
thought best by General Washington and himself:

That Messrs. Browns be directed to deliver to the Con-
tinental AO'ent,at Rhode-Island, the remaining part of the
carO'o with orders to apply the Lead, Bullets, Flints,
Mu~k~ts,and Powder, to the use of the Continental Frigates
and Cruisers, or such part thereof as may be wanted for
that service, and the rest to remain for future orders :

That the said Agent be directed to buy as much good fat
Beef and Pork as can be cured by the Salt in his possession,
for the use of the Navy:

That the Agent be directed to forward the Sulphur of the
said carO'oto the Powder-Mills in Connecticut and Rhode-o .

Island, and the five tons of Saltpetre, formerly sent by
Congress from Philadelphia to.Rhode-Island, from thence
to the Powder-Mins of Messrs. Livingston and 1Visner, on
the North River, in the State of lVew- York, to be manu-
factured into Gunpowder, for the Continental service.

Resolved, That 40,000 Dollars be sent to R. Dallam,
Esq., Deputy Paymaster-General, for the use of the Flying-
Camp and Militia; he to be accountable.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

36 00
36 00

Wednesday, October 16,1776.

A Letter, of the 9th, from E. Pendleton,. Speaker of the
Assembly of Virginia; one, of the 11th, from T. Jefferson,

,

were read:
.

Also, a Letter, of the 12th, from Jos. Trumbull, wherein
he informs Congress, that he has empowered Carpenter
Wharton to purchase Salt to the westward of New-Jersey,
and as much Pork, for the use of the Army, as Salt can be
had for, and requests that Mr. Wharton may be supplied
with such sums of money as may be necessary for this pur-
pose, and charged to the accounts of him the said J.
Trumbull:

Resolved, That Mr. Wharton be supplied accordingly.
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Resolved, Tbat 16,003 bollars and 6-90tbs be paid to
Brigadier-General Thomas Mijflin, or order, and cbarged
to the account of JOM. Trumbull, Jun., Esq., Deputy
Paymaster-General in the Northern Department; the same
being in full of a draft in his favour, by John" Pierce,
Assistant Paymaster, in behalf of the said J. Trumbull,
dated Alba'(lY, OctQber7, 1776, for so milch stopped for
him from the pay of several Regiments at Ticonderoga, by
the said Paymaster.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Commissary of
Clothing for the Northern Army; and, the ballots being
taken,

George ]}leasam was elected.
Resolved, 'That George Measam De allowed the pay and

rations of a Major in the Continental service.
Re.~olved, That the Commander-in-Chief of the Nortbern

Department appoint suitable per.sonsto appraise, on oatb,
and deliver to the said Commissary, all articles of Clothing
there, belonging to the United States, and transmit his
receipts, ",ith the appraisement, to the Treasury Office in
Philadelphia:

"

That the said Commissary employ suitable persons to
make the Clothing, and add to the appraised value of the
goods the charges of making; and that be deliver the same
to the Regimental Paymasters, agreeable to the orders he
may receive from the commander aforesaid.

Resolved, That General Washington be empoweredto. appoint a Commissary of Clothing for the Army under his
immediate command, and that he be also empowered to
appoint a Deputy Mustermaster for the Flying-Camp.

Resolved, That one ton of Powder be sent to North-
Carolina, for tbe use of the Continental forces in tbat
State.

A Letter, of the 1st of October, from John Roche, was
"read:

.

Ordered, That it be referred to tbe Marine Committee,
and that they do therein what they shan think pmper.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com.
mittee on tbe state of the Prisoners: W11ereupon,

Resolved, That William Livingston, Esq., Governour of
New-Jersey, be informed, that Congress have considered
his Letter relative to certain Prisoners confined in Somerset
Gaol, and being unacquainted either with their characters,
or the causes of their being apprehended, request him to
inquire into the same, and report to Congress their names
and characters :

That soldiers and sailors confined in gaol be hereafter
allowed one DoUar and one-third a week; the allowance
of one Dollar being found iniufficient tosupport them com-
fortably.

Resolved, That the remainderof the Report be recom-
mitted.

The Marine Committee, to whom were referred the
Petition of B. Marshall ~ Brothers, and certain proposi-
tlons from the State of Massachusetts-Bay, brought in their
Report, which was taken into consideration: Where-
opon,

Resolved, That what relates toB. Marshall &- Brothers
be postponed to Wednesday, the 2:.Jdinstant.

Resolved, Tbat it be recommended to the General Court
of Massachusetts-Bay, to give the Continental Agent the
full weight of their iflfluence to make the Frigate Hancock
ready for sea immediately; that whatever expense shall
accrue to tbe State of JJlassachusetts-Bay, either for pro-
curing guns or other stores for fitting the said Frigate, shall
be reimbursed on demand; and that, in directing the cruise
of the said Frigate, the Congress will pay all the regard to
the protection of the commerce of ]}lassachusetts-Bay that
tbe zeal of that State, in the common cause, justly entitles
it to.

A Petition fromCaptain C. Roberts was read, and referred
to Mr. Walton, Mr. Hopkinson, and Mr. F. L. Lee, who
are directed to inquire into the facts therein set forth, and
report to Congress.

A Memorial fmm the Chevalier d'Antignac was read,
and referred to the Board of War.

A Memorial from Co]one]D. Campbell was read: Where-
upon,

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer in the Northern
Del)artment be desired to confirm or disapprove the sen-
tence of the court-tnartial on Colonel D. Campbell, as he,
upon mature judgment, shall think propel', and report to
Congress. .

Whereas sundry Prizes have been neretQfore taken by
the cruisers fitted out by General Washington, a' the Con-
tinental expense, and on Continental accounts, and no
accounts thereof have yet been rendered by the Agents
who received and sold the said Prizes; and whereas a just
distribution of such shares of the said Prizes as are due 'to
the officers and men, agreeable to the rules and regulations
of Congress, ought to he made:

Resolved, That the Matin'e Committee be empowered
to order such distribution of the said Prize Money amongst
tbe parties interested therein; and that they recover li"Om
the said Agents the Continental share of all the said
Prizes:.

"That the present Continental Agents do account with
the Marine Committee, from time to time, for the Conti-
nental share of all Prizes received and sold by them, and
that they pay the amount of such Prizes to the order of the
said Committee:

That tbe said Agents make just distributions of the shares
ih all Prizes that appertain to the officers and crews of the
Continental ships of war, agreeable to the rules and regu-
lations of Congress, as soon after the sales of each Prize
as possible:

That tbe Marine Commiuee apply all the Prize Money
they receive from the Agents to the service of the Marine
department, and hereafter render accounts thereof to Con-
gress :

That the Marine Commiuee report, from time to time,
all sums of money they receive for Prizes, to the Treasury,
in order that the same may be charged to their aCCOl1ntin
the Treasury books.

The Committee of Treasury reported that there is due,
To Captain Sion Martindale and Lieutenant Moses

Turner, for their pay and rations from the 1st of Januarg
to the 14th of October, 1776, the sum of 572 76-90ths
Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Account be paid.

The several matters to tbis day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.*

Thursday, October 1'7, 1'7'T6.

A Petition fmm Henry Keppele was laid hefore Con-
gress and read, setting forth that he hath entered an appeal
against the sentence passed on the Ship Charming-Peggy,
and praying tbat a con-venient day may be assigned for
hearing the said appeal. "

Rtsolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, with
full power to hear and determine upon said appeal:

The Members chosen, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Paine, Mr.
Wythe, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Wil$on.

Resolved, That a Committee of four be appointed to
review such of the Resolutions of Congress as relate to the

* IN CONGR~SS, Octo1>er 16th, 1776.

.additional Instr'ltctionsto BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, SIt.AS D~ANE, and ARTHUR
LEE, Commissionersfrom tM UNITEDSTAT~SOFAME\\\CAto the KING
OF FRANCE.

Whilst you are negotiating the affair you are charged with at the
Court of France, you will have opportunilles of conversing frequently
with the Ministers and Agents of other European Princes and States,
residing there.

You shall endeavour, when you find occasion fit and convenient, to
oUtain from them a recognition of our independency and sovereignty,
and to conclude treaties of pe>ree, amity, and commerc"e, between their
Princes or States and us; provided that the same be not inconsistent
with the treaty you shaH make with His Most Christian Majesty, that
they do not oblige us to become Il party In any war which may happen
ih consequence thereof, and that the immunities, exemptions, privileges,
protection, defence, Ilnd advantages, or the contrary, thereby sti

r.
ulated,

be equal and reciprocal. If that cannot be effected, you shal , to the
utmost of you power, prevent their taking part with Great Britain, in
~he ~ar which .His B!"itannick .Majesty p!"osecutes against us, or enter-
Ing mto offensIve alhances WIth that KInO', and protest "and present
remonstrances against the same, desiring t'he interposition, mediation,
and p;ood offices, on our behalf, of His Most Christian Majesty the
King of France, and of any other States whose dispositions are not
hostile towards us. In case overture.s be made to you by the Ministers
or Agents of any European Princes or States, for commercial treaties
between them and us, you may conclude such treaties accordingly.

By order of Congress: J OH};'HANCOCK, President.
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capture and condemnation of Pri~es, and (eport what alter-
~Jions or additions should be made respecting the same:

The Members cho\Oeo,1\1r. Wythe, Mr. R.l!tledge, Mr.
Paine, and Mr. Huntington.

A Petition fi'om Carpenter Wharton was read:
Resolved, That it be referred tQ the Council of Safety

of Pennsylvania. '

Resolved, That a C<;J!nmissarybe appointed to supply
the Battalion commanded by Colonel MQckay with. Pro-
visions. The ballots being taken,

Ephraim Blaine, Esq., was elected.
Resolved, That Francis Ll!wis, Jr., be permitted to go

t.Qthe State of New- York with Mr. Foxcroft.
The COQImitteeto .whom the Report on the state of the

Prisoners in the Gaot of Philf1.ddphia was reCQmmilted,
ltmught. in a further Report, which was taken into consi-
deration: Wher~pon,

Resolved, That the Prisoners fromNorth-CaroliM be
permitted to return. to their f!tmilies,if the Convention of
that State shaH be Qfopinioothey may do so withoutdan-
ger to that or any other of the United States; and, in the
t1!iJal1time, tbat bedding, bl::mkets.,and other necessaries,
be furnished the Gaoler by Mr. Mease, for the use of such
Prisoners as are unprovided with them:

That Captain M'Kenzie be permitted to apply to the
St<lteof North-Carolina, for liberty to return there; and, in
the mean time, that he be. allowiJd. to Dollars tQ bear his
expenses. tQ Lancaster COQ.nty:

That Lieutenant M' Clean, an half-pay officer, taken in
C{Jrtadfl, be permittedto resideat .!leading,on bis parole.

Resolved, That a Committeeof InteJligencebeappointed
to seJect and report sucb authentick accounts, as are, from
time to time, received by Congress, of the state of the
Armies and Navy of the United States, as they shall judge
proper to be published by authority of Congress:

The Members chosen, Mr. Rush, Mr. R. IJ. Lee, a,nd
Mr. Hcpkinson.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to bring in a
plan for the better regulating tbe Treasury Board:

The Members cho.sen, Mr. Gerry, Mr.. Livingston, and
~r. llcpkinson.

Mr. Duche having, by Letter, informed the President
that the state of his health, and his parochial duties, were
such as obliged him to decline the honour of continuing
Chaplain to Congress,

Resolved, That the President return the thanl,s of this
House to the Rev. Mr. Duche, for the devout and accepta-
ble mallnerin which he dischargedhis duty during the .rime
he officiated as Chaplain to it; and that 150 Dollars be
presented to him, as an acknowledgment from the House of
his services.

The Committee of Treilsury reported thilt there is due,
To Captain A. H. Brice, for his allQwance as an officer-

prisoner from 19th April to 17th Qcto.ber, 1776, inclusive,
being 26 weeks, at 2 Dol/aI's a week, 52 PoI/aI's:

To Captain Thomas Hesketh, for his allowance from
20th July to 19th October,13 weeks,at 2 Dollarsa week,
26 Dollars:

To George Haas, for the hire of his Wa~on and his
expenses with money from Philadelphia to Boston, the sum
of 131 24-90 Dol/ars:

To Colonel HaU$egger, for the expenses of himself and
two Prisonersfrom Ticonderogato Phila,delphia,57 9-90
Dollars:

To Captain Matthew Smith, to be paid to Lieutenant
Archibald Steel, for inlistiiJghis Company, consisting of 80
men, at 1 Dollar and I-3d each, 10660-90 Dollars:

That they have examined the Accounts exhibited by
Lieutenant Archibald Steel, of Captain Smith's Company,
for the pay of 34 Officers, and of Adjutant Christian
Febiger, taken prisoners at Quebeck, amounting to 1,575
30-90 Dollars, (exclusiveof the pay of one Sergeant,one
Corporal,and 12 Privates, who inlisted in the service of
the King of Great Britain, amounting to 476 60-90 Dol-
lars, which is retained,) of which he received from Mr. J.
Me«se the sumof 314 30-90 Dollars, which leavesa bal-
a.nce due to the said Steel of 1,261 Dollar.s:

That there is due to George Steyer, for Linens furnished,

nnd t.o be charged to Captain. Jolm N~l$Qn, for the use of
his Com pany, ~4 Dollars:

To Adam Zantzinger, tOr the hire of two Wagons and
the expense of an escort of Light-Horse with m90~y f(om
Philadelphia, to the camp near New-York, 150 60-90 Do\-
Ja.rs:

To William Clayton, for Provisions supplied Militia 00
their march t.oNew-Jersey,24 27-90 Dollars:

To John Bates, for 499 Camp-Kettles delivered by him
to Gus(avU$Risbe1'g. Assistant to the Deputy Quart~rm.as-
ter-General,665 30-90 Dollars:

To William Bentley, to be paid to Colonel Stricker, for
Provisions supplied the Virginia Troops on their march,
17 54-90 Dollars:

To Joseph Bentley, for Provisions supplied the Militia
and Flying-Camp on their march to New-Jersey, 1972-90
Dollars: . .

To Niclwlas Bazin, a Canadian prisQner, for his aJlow-
ance from 3d March to 17th October, is 32 weeks and
5-7tl1s, at 2 Dollars a week, 65 38-90 DollallS.

Ordered, Tha~ the said Accounts be paid.
The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock. to-morrow.

.

Friday, October J8, J 776.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That ThaddeU$ KosciU$zko be appointed an
Engineer in the service of the United States, with the pay'
of 60 Dollars a month, and the rank of Colonel.

.

The Committee to whom the Petition of ColQnel M.
Hazen was referred, brought il) t.heir Report, which WaS
read.

The several matters to this daYJeferred being postponed,
Adjourned to t~n o'clock on Mirnday.

Mondlil.Y, October 21, 1776.

A Letter, of the 14th and 17th, from R. Harrison, the
General's Secretary; one, of the 18th, from Genera.I .Wash-
ington, enclosing the copy of a Letter from General Arnold
and other papers; two, "Ofthe 17th and 19th, from General
Mercer; and one from Kenneth, Hankan$on, Capta,in of a
vessel stranded on the Jersey shore, were laid before Con-
gress and read: .

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.
A Letter of the 13th, from R. Dallam, was also read:

Whereupon,
Resolved, That 19,740 Dollars be paid to Gustavus Ris-

berg, Assistant to the Deputy Quartermaster-General for
the Flying-Camp, and charged to the account of the said
R. Dallam:

That 500,000 Dollars be sent to Jon. Trumbull,Esq.,
Deputy Paymaster-General for the Northern Department:

That 2,000 Dollars be advanced to the Delegates of
North- Carolina, and charged to that State.

A Letter, of the 5th, from Colonel James Easton, was
read.

The Secret Committee having informed Congress tha.t 'a
vessel was arrived in New-Hampshire, witb a cargo on
account of the Contioent, among which was a quantity of
Flints, it was thereupon,

&solved, That the Secret Committee be directed to
order 30,000 of the said Flints to General &hu.yler, for tbe
use of the Army in the Northern Department, and the.
remainder to General Washington, fQr th~ us~ of the Army
under his immediate command.

A Letter, of the 20th, from General G,.~en~, was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, and.

that they be directed to apply to the CO!JnciI of Safety of
Pennsylvania for the loan of as many Cartridgesas they
can spare, which are to be sent, with all possible despatch,
to General Washington, and that they take the mosteffec-
tual measures to ha ve a sufficient quantity of Cartridges
made up in Philadelphia, and forwa.rded to G~eneralWash-
ington.

Resolved, That the Powder in the Magazine be kept for
the publick service.

Congressbeing informedthat thereis at the Lead Mines
in Virginia a quantity of Lead for the use of the Continent,
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to gIve Valentine Vanholt's Account of subsistence to
Militia on their march,

R. Lumsden, for Wood, Hauling and Sawing, -
John Streeper's Account for subsisting Militia on

their march, 12 9
PostaITeof a Letter from Ticonderoga, - - - 49
Mons~ur Lotbiner, French Chaplain,one month's

. pay and rations, - - - - - - - .. - 41 30
Allen McDonald, for the hire of a Woman-servant,

allowed him from the 4th June to 24th Septem-
16 0ber,16weeks,- - - - - - - - - - -

John McKinzie, a prisoner from North- Carolina,
.hisallowance from 20th September to 17th Octo-
ber, 4 weeks,

Bartholomew Vonheer's account of disbursements
to the Army in Canada, and forsix months' pay
Ils Lieutenant, - - - - - - 145 31

Uriah Forrest, Captain of a Company in Colonel
Irvine's Battalion, furnishing 86 men, non-cortI-
missioned officers and privates, with Provisions,
from Anncipolisto Philadelphia, 115 miles, at
Id. a ntile, each; also to one Captain and thre~ .
Subalterns,U5 miles,at 9d.; in the whole, - 121 35

Total,- - - - 68727
Of which received, 500 0

The balance due, 187 27
That there is due to Robert Jewel, for the maintenance

of State Prisoners in the new Gaol, and for Candles,
VineITar,&c., 489 43-90 Dollars:

T; the late Captain William Hendrick's Company, and
to be paid to Lieutenant Francis Nichols of the said Com-
pany for the balance of an account for their Pay, Arms lost
at th~ storm of Quebeck, Hunting-Shirts, &c., 162222-90
Dollars:

To William Pollard, forthe expense of himself and others
of the Liglll-Horse, as an escort with Money from Phila-
dtlphia to New- York and Boston, 291 57-90 Dollars:

To Jacob Hartman, for the hire of his Wagon bringing
the baITITaITeof the Prisoners from Canada, from Elizabeth.00 0

Town to Philadelphia, 16 60-90 Dollars:
To John Hall and Samuel Parker, for cleaning and

repairing 200 Mus~ets with Bayonets, Scabbards, &c., for
the German BattalIon, 215 78-90 Dollars:

To Core, Furman &rCoxe, for carriage of Powder from
Philadelphia to Virginia, and the pay of Captain Matthias
for takino charge of the same, 233 81-90 Dollars:

Orde~d, That the said Accounts be paid.
Congress took into consideration the form of the Oath to

be taken by the Officers in the service of the Continent,
which was agreed to, as follows: .

" I , do acknowledge the tbirteen United States
of America, namely: New-Hampshire, .Massachusetts-Bay,
Rhode-Island, ConneCticut,New- York,. New-Jersey, Penn-

16
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina,o South- Carolina, and Georgia, to be free, independent, and
sovereign States, and declare, that the people thereof owe

5 45 no allegiance or obedience to George the Third, King of
Great Britain j and I renounce, refuse and abjure any

3 6 allegiance or obedience to him; and I do swear, that I will,
17 36 to the utmost of my power, support, maintain, and defend

the said United States against the said King, George the
Third, and his heirs and successors, and his or their abettors,
assistants and adherents; and will serve the said United
States in the office of ,which I now hold, and in
any other office which I may hereafter hold by their appoint-
ment, or under their authority, with fidelity and honour, and
according to the best of my skill and understanding. So
help me God."

Resolved, That every Officerwho holds,or shall here-
after hold, a commission or office from Congress, shall sub-
scribe the above Dec]aration, and take the foregoing Oath.

Resolved, That 100,000 Dollars be sent to the Deputy

10 30 Paymaster-General in Virginia.
The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed
orders to have it brought to Philadelphia.

A Memorial from Monsieur Dorre was presented to Con-
gress and read:

.'Ordered, That it be referred to the Manne CommIttee.
A Letter, of the 20th, from R. Harrison, the General's

Secretary, enclosing copies of Letters from General Gates-
and General Arnold, of the 15th, and one from General
Schuyler, of the 16th; also one, of the 16th, fr~m General
Schuyler, and one, of the 19th, fromthe COl1\'entiOnof Ncw~
York beinITreceived, were read:

O;dered~ That they be referred to the Board of War.
The Board of War brought in a Report, which was

taken into consideration: Whereupon,
Resolved, That the Deputy Commissary-General in Vir-

ginia be directed to make contra?ts for the supply of the
Troops in that de~artm?nt, provided th,ey.c~n be made at
a rate not exceedmg eight pence, Vzrgznw currency! a
ration, the contractors to have the use of the publIck
wagons on any motion o~ march pf the Army, from lhe
place or places wbere statIOned:

That the Commander-in.Chief of each department be
empowered at the instance of the Commissary-General, or
his Deputi~s ta employ as many persons under him or
them at such salary or wages as be shall tbink adequate, and
as he' may tbink the service, from time to time, requires:

That the Rations allowed to the several officers on tbe
staff in the Army of the United States not heretofore set-
tled, be as follows, and that the Deputy Commissary of
Virginia be informed the~eof: .

To the Deputy CommIssary-General, 6 rations; Deputy
Quartermaster-General,6 do.; Deputy Paymaster-General,
6 do.; Deputy Adjutant-General, 6 do.; Deputy Muster-
master-General, 6 do.; Deputy Judge Advocate, 6 do.;
Chaplain 3 do.' Regimental Surgeon, 3 do.; Surgeon's
Mate, 2' do.; that the Deputy Commi~sary-General of
Virginia be allowed his reasonable travellmg charges, to be
settled by the Treasury Board.

The' Committee o(Treasury reported, that they have
examined the foll~wing Accounts paid by John Gibs?n,
Esq. Auditor-General, by order of the Board, amountmg
to 613727-90 Dollars, of which he received, by the Presi-
dent's warrant, 500 Dollars, and there remains due to him
187 27-90 Dollars:

For Parchment fo\' the use of the Treasury Office,
George Hofnagle's Account for 15 of the Militia,
John Sparhawk's Account for Quills, Paper-.

Books, &c., for the use of the Commissioners
sent to Albany, - - - - - -. ~ - :,.-

Henry Deering's Account for entertammg Mlhua,
AndrewSmith'.~Accountfordo., - - - - -
Joseph Sheerer's Account fQrdo., paid T. l¥ygins,
John Druit, for Bernard Romans's order, to be

charged to the said Romans, -
Conrad Alst/ir's Account for entertaining Militia

on their march, -
Philip Upright's do. for do., and guard of Powder

to Virginia, - - - - - - - - - -'
JohnNice'sdo.fordo.,- - - - - - - -
Levi HollingsU'orth's Account for escorting Money

to Amboy, - - - -. - - - - -
William Perkins, for supphes to Troops,
Porteraae of a Box with the Massachusetts Papers,
Captain~Read's account of expenses of his Com-

pany bn their march to camp, - - - - '40 72
Captain Wheely's.account o~do. do., 27 54
Captain McKe~zze, for subsIstence! - - -,- 3 39
Monsieur Lotbmer, French Chaplam, one month s

pay and rations, - - - -
Benjamin Condy, for Cake-Ink,-
Thread for the use of tbe Office, .

Secretary Peters's order for transporting Lieutenant
Symes's Baggage, - - - - - - -. - -

Allen McDonald, Sen., Allen McDonald, Jun.,
Ale.-randerMcDonald, Rennel McDonald, for
three weeks' allowance to themselves, and two
servants, to 24th September, -

WilliamRoss's Account of subsistenceto Militia
on their march, - -

m.. 90ths.
~ 0
1 45

40 0
16 18
12 78
14 20

16 75
2 84

6

41 30
6 36

15

36

9 9
9 22

8 o

Tuesday, October 22, 1776.

A Letter from General Mijflin to Captain Falkner waS
9 53 laid before Congress and read:

o
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Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee of three,
and tllat they be directed to engage, and send to Head-
Quarters, a skilful, active Wharf-Builrler, with proper
assistan ts :

The Members chosen, Mr. Morris, Mr. Wilson, and Mr.
Ross.

The Committee of Treasury I"eported, that there is due,
To Monsieur O. H. Rouville, his servant P. H. de

Beauba.,sin, J. B. H. de RO!l;.ville, Joseph de Jarlais, and
Joseph and Gabriel Heiter, for their allowance from the
13th of July to the 18th of October, 1776, 186 60-90
Dollars:

That they have examined the Accounts of D. S. Franks
for sundry goods supplied the Army in Canada, amounting
to 3748 84-90 Dollars; of which he received a warrant of
the 7th of September, for 1600 Dollars, and that there is a
balance now due to him of 214884-90 Dollars:#

That there is due to Nathan Sellers, for a Paper-Mould,
Letters and Borders, 39 Dollars:

That there should be advanced to Colonel Hollingsworth,
the sum of 1626 60-90ths Dollars, for supplies of Rations,
and Wagons for the Virginia Battalions, from the IIead-
oj-Elk to Che.~ter; he to be accountable:

Ordered, That the said sums be paid.

The Board of War brought in a Report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That General Schuyler's application to the
Eastern States, and to the State of New- York, for their
.Militia, is approved:

That the Resolution for sending home the Canadians
be suspended till further orders:

That the Board of War order the several Prisoners, in
Philadelphia, to the places of their destination, and that
they write to the several Committees, who ha VI.'the char"e
of prisoners, not to suffer them to go beyond the bounds
allowed them, nor to permit any of them to come to Phila-
delphia, without leave first ot,tained from the Board of War.

Resolved, That the Commissioners going to the Comt of
France be directed to procure from t.hat Court, at the ex-
pense of these United States, either by purchase or loan,
eight line-of-battle Ships of 74 and 64 guns, well manned
and fitted in every respect for service:

That as these Ships may be useful in proportion to the
quickness with which they reach North America, the Com-
missioners to be directed to expedite this negotiation with
all possible diligence.

Resolved, That Mrs. AntiZ, with her child and sister,
Miss Colden, be permitted to go to General }lercer, who is
desired to permit them to proceed. to, New- York, takinp'
especial care that they carry no intelligence to t.he enemy.

0

The Secret Committee reported, that the cargo lately
arrive~ at Portsmouth~ in the Brig .Marquis of Kildare,
Capt.am Palme]', consIsts of the following articles, viz.,
5000 pounds Powder, 250 Small-Arms, 100,000 Flints,
4000 yards of small Canvas, 4 to 500 Jackets, 100 Knap-
sacks, 100 Leggins, 80 large Rugs, 2 bales of Woollens,
I bale of Linens, and 10 tOllSof Lead: vVhereupon,

Resolved, That the Powder, 100 Small-Arms, 2000 Flints,
part of thff Call\'as, 80 Rugs, and part of the Lead be
applied by the Continental Agent for the use of the Con-
tinental Frigate Rawleigh:

That 60,000 Flints be sent to General Washington:
That. 3.8,000 Flints, 150 Small-Arms, 100 Knapsacks,

100 Leggms, and 8 tons of Lead, be sent to t.he Northern
Army, under General Schu.yler and General Gates:

That the remainder of the Canvas be made into Tents,
and sent to the Northern Army:

That the Jackets, if fit for soldiers, be sent to the North-
ern Army; if fit for sailors, that they be distributed amontrst
the Continental frigates :n Portsmouth and Boston:

0

That the t\\'o bales of Woollens be made up into soldiers'
Clothes, for the Northern Army:

That the bale of Linens, if fit for soldiers' Shirts, or other
purposes, for the Army, be made up, and sent to the North-
ern Army; if not suitable for publick use, that they be sold
to the best advantage.

Mr. Jefferson having informed Congress that t.he stat.e of
his family will not permit him to accept the honour of going
their Commissioner to France: Whereupon,
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Resolved, That another be ejected in his room. The
ballots being taken,

Arthur Lee, Esq., was elected.
Resolved, That the Committee of Secret Correspondence

be directed to acquaint him of his appointment, and that
his powers and instructions are lodged in Paris.

The Committee to whom was referre_d the Petition of
Charles Roberts, brought in a Report, which was [cad, and
disagreed to.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, October 23, 1776.

Congre~s being informed t.hat a vesse! from London to
Quebeck, loaden with Dry Goods, among which are a
quant.ity of Blanket.s and coarse Cloths, fit for soldier's
Clothing, was lately taken, and brought to Rhode-lsland:

Resolved, That Governour Cooke be requested immedi-
ately to purchase, at Continental expense, for the use of
the Army under General Washington, all the said 'Blanlu~ts
and Cloths; that the Blankets be sent to General Wash-
ington, and the Cloths made up, agreeable to the directions
of Brigadif'r-General MiJIlin, Quartermaster-General.

Ordered, That the Committee of Clothing forward the
above Resolution, and acquaint General Washington and
Brigadier-General Mijflin therewith.

Resolved, That two more Brigadier-Generals be ap-
pointed:

The ballots being t.aken, Colonel William Maxwell and
Colonel William Smallwood were elected.

Certain Resolutions passed by the Convention of Mary-
land, respecting the raising t.he eight Battal ions aJlotted to
tbeir State,* were laid before Congress and read:

Ordered, That they be referred to a Committee of three,
wbo are directed to report an answer tbereto:

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Paille, and 1\11'.
Rutledge.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of 'War to
consider in what way Monsieur De Roche Fermoy inay be
employed in the service of the Continent:

Tbat the application in favour of Lieutenant Von
He derich be referred to tbe Board of War:

Tbat Samuel Fairlamb's Account be referred to the
Board of Treasury.

The Committee of Treasury reported that. there is due,
To Joseph Borden, Esq., for Wagonage,Boat-hire,&c.,

transporting Carpenters and t.beirBaggage fromPhiladel-
phia to Powle's Hook, after deducting 2 Dollars, and the

"
Resolutions of Convention of MAIlYLAND.

[Referred to Mr. Wilson, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Rutledge.]

ANNAPOLIS, October 9, 1776.

!lesolved, That the ei~ht Battalions required by Congress to be raiseq
by this State, exceeds Its just quota, bein~, as they presume, founded.
on a calculation of white and black inhabitants, of both sexes and or
all ages; whereas the <J,uotas-of men to be raised by the several States
ought to be in proportIOn to the number of white mhabitants only in
each State respectively:

That this State ought not to comply with the proposed terms of
granting Lands to the officers and soldiers, because there are no Lands
belonging solely and exclusively to this State. The purchases of land
might eventually involve this State in an expense exceeding its abilities.
An engagement by. this State to defray the expense of purchasing
Lands, according to Its number of souls, would be unequal and unjust:

That this State, desirous of exerting the most strenuous efforts to
support the liberties and independence of the United States, will there-
fore use its utmost endeavours to raise the eight Battalions required
(including the troops already raised and in the service of the United
States) as soon as possible:

That for this purpose the State will give a bounty of ten dollars to
each non -com missioned officer and soldier who will Illlist in the service
of the United States for the war, in lieu of the hundred acres of Land
offered to them by Congress:

That four Commissioners be appointed to repair to the camps in the
Jerseys and New- York, and there obtain a list of such of the officers in
the Regular troops and Flying-Camp from this State now in the service
of the United Statrs, as are wiJIing to engage in The service during the
war, and also inlist, or cause to be inlisted, all or every of the-said
Regular troops or Flying-Camp Militia in the service of the United
States during the war, continuing the regular batt"lions, and forming the
independent companies into a battalion, and filling both up accordin~ to
the Continental establishment, and also forming such of the Flymg-
Camp Militia as shall inlist as aforesaid into battalions; and the com-
missIOners, or any three of them, may also fill up such of the blank
commissions sent to this Convention by Congres~ as may be immedi-
ately necessary for the officering of the said corps; but in filling up the
said commissions, they are required not to introduce into the corps of
the new Regulars any officer other than such as are of those Regulars,
nor into the corps which may be formed of the Flying-Camp Militia
any officer not now an officer in the said Regulars or Flying-Camp

89
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sumof 23 30-90 Dollars,for the hire of a four-horse Team
of William Allen, deducted for want of a voucher, and 2
Dollars paid by Captain Casdorp, 94 Do\1ars:

That they have examined the Account of Elihu Spencer,
for his salary, as a Missionary to North- Carolina, from the
14th of December, 1775, to the 4th of May, 1776, being 4

'months and 21 days, at 40 Do\1ars per month, - 186 45
That the said Missioner ought to be allowed

an addition of HI Dollars per month to his salary
for the above time, - 75 18

261 63
That he received a warrant of the 20th Decem-

ber last, for

Leaves a balance in his favour, -
120 00

14]63
90

That there is nue to Alexander McWhorter, tor his
salary as a Missioner to North-Carolina, from 14th Decem-
ber, 1775, to the 4th May, 1776, being 4 months and 21
days, at 40 Dollars, -- - - - - - - - 186 45

That tbe said Missioner be allowed an addition
of 16 Dollars per month to his salary for the
above time, 75 18

261 63
That he received a warrant of the 20th Decem-

ber last, for

Which leaves a balance due to him,

120 00

144 _9_~
90

-
That there is due to Adjutant Christian Ferbiger and

Lieutenant Archibald Steel, and to be paid to tbe latter,
for 2 montbs' extraordinary pay to Ferbiger, at 18 Dol-
lars and I-3d, - - - - Dolls.36 60-9Whs,

For two months' ditto to Steel as
Lieutenant, at 18 Dollars, - 36 0

For S months,22 days, to ditto as
Adjutant, fromthe 9th of November to
the 1st of August, 1776, at 18 Do\1ars
and I-3d, - 160 1O-90tbs,

The whole amounting to - Dolls.232 70-90tbs:
That there is due to John Dunlap, for 97 reams of

Cartridge Paper sent to Ticonderoga, 32-3 Do\1ars and
30-90ths:

To Alexander Rutherford, for 100 Bayonet Scabb:rrds
supplied Captain Ralph Falkner, of the Fifth Virginia
Regiment, 40 Do\1ars:

To Captai,n Hendrick Smock, for expenses of a Guard
and Prisoners, from Head-Quarters, New-Jersey, to Phila-
delphia, 44 Dollars and 18-90ths:

To Rene O. H. de Rouville, a Canadian prisoner, for

Militia; and the CommissIOners are also required to leave some of the
offices vaeant, that cadets ,of merit ma rbe pr,?vided for; whic~ list of
the officers so to be obtaIned, as wel as a hst of the appOIntments
whieh shall be made as aforesaid, the said Commissioners shall return
to this Convention, or, in its reeess, to the Council of Safety:

That the Commissioners exert their utnwst endeavours to procure the
inlistment of the Re~ular troops and Militia from this State m the Con-
tinental service; and. make report of the state and condition of the
forces from this State now in camp:

That the Commissioners be furnished with money sufficient to ad-
'l'Unce the bounty of ten do]]ars aforesaid:

That the Council of Safety, in the recess of the Convention, be
empowered to issue warrants for the inlistment of such number of non-
commissioned officers and privates, and also to appoint and commission
I!\lch field and commissioned officers, as may be necessary to make up
the said eight Battalions:

That the said Commissioners, or any three or two of them, are
empowered to receive of Congress any sum not exceeding thirty-six
thousand one hundred and twenty pounds, in doIlars, at seven shiIlings
and sixpence per doIlar, on the account of this State, to bc applied IJ1
the said hounties:

That the officers to whom warrants issued for the enrolment of non-
commissioned officers and privates for the two last battalions directed
by the Convention to be raised for the Flying-Camp, immediately
return the list of the men by them enro]]ed, in pursuance of those war-
rants, to the Council of Safety, and forbear any further enrolment:

That such of the CIImpanies as are fuJI, or nearly fu]], be equipped
and marched as soon as may he; and such of the companies as are not
nearly full be discharged, and that the bounty money not expended be
returned: .

That the Commissioners be instrueted to consult with and take advice
from his ExceIlency Genera] Washington respecting the promotion or
appointment of officers in Colonel Smallwood'" Regiment, and the ap-
pomtments to be made in the battalion to be formed of the independ-
ent companies of this State.

Extraet from the Minutes: G. DUVALL.

The Convention appointed .Tames Boyd Chamberlaine, Benjamin Ram-
sey, Thomas Ponter, and John Hanson, Jr., Esqs" the Commissioners
aforesaid. -

Test: G. DUVALL.

his allowance /i'om the 16th January to 13th July last, 25
weeks and 5-7t11s, at ,2 Dollars a week, 51 Dollars and
38-90ths:

For his Servant's allowance, 25 weeks and 5-7Ihs, 34
Dollars and 25-90tbs:

Amo\Jntinu to 85 Dollars and 63-90ths:
Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Upon application of th~ Delegates of Delaware,
RiCsolved, That 120 Dollars be advanced to Captain

John Woodgate, of Colonel Patterson's Battalion, he to
account for the same with the Paymaster of tbe said Bat-
talion.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on the Petition of Colonel ]}l. Hazen: Whereupan,

Resolved, That tbe sum of 966 Dollars and 2-3ds be paid
to Colonel ]}loses Hazen, for his Farming, Smith's and Pot-
ash, Carpenters, Joiners, Coopers, and Stave-maker's Tools,
and for Anchors and Cables, said to be taken by, and appro-
priated to, tbe use of the Army under General Montgomery:

Tbat the Reginient under the. command of the said Col-
onel ,Hazen remain on tbe original establisbment thereof;
and be recruited to its full complementin any of tbe thir-
teen United States, as it was upon these terms he entered
into the service, and the said Regiment cannot be said to
belong to any particular State, nor to be any additional
expense in the mode of oilicering the same.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjournedto ten o'clock to-morrow. .

Thursday, October 24, 1776.

A Petition from TVilliam Moore, and one from William
Rigtr, were presentedto Congressand read:

Ordered, That they be referred to the Marine Commit-
tee; and that the said Committee furnish them with sub-
sistence during their residence in Philadelphia.

Application being made in behalf of SamuellIorlock and
- Livingston, ESCjrs., for leave to go to Boston, and
from thence back to New- York:

Resolved, That leave be granted them on giving their
parole.

Resolved, That an -orderfor 133 and Dollars I-3d be
drawn on the Treasurer in favour of R. Peters, Esq., Sec-
retary to the Board of War, to pay for a light Wagon pur-
chased for the useof the Congress, and that he be empowered
to purchase another light Wagon.

Resolved, That 500 Dollars be advanced to the Com-
mittee appointed to contract with, and send, an active
Wbarf-buiJder and proper assistants to General 1Vashing-
ton, lor the use of the said Wharf-builders.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order
the Virginia Battalions to march to Trenton, and there
halt until further orders.

A Representation from the Council of S<1fetyof Pennsyl-
vania to the Board of War was laid before Congress and
read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.
A Memorial from David Franks was laid before Con-

gress and read, desiring leave for himse]r, and Patrick Rice,
his Clerk, to go to New- Yode, in order to lay his receipts
and vouchers for the Provisions furnished to the British
prisonel's, before the Commissary-General, and obtain cer-
tificates to be presented to, and signed by, the General of
the British forces, witbout whicll he cannot be reimbursed.

Rewlved, That lea\'e be granted tl1em, upon giving their
parole, not to give any intelligence to the enemy, and that
they will return to this city.

A Petition of Benjamin Eyre was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee of three:
The Members cbosen, MI'. Lewis, Mr. Paine, and Mr.

F. L. Lee.
A Petition from Captain Anstrnther, a prisoner, and one

from Simon Carbolais, were read:
Resolved, That they be rejected.
Resolved, That 5,000 Dollars be advanced to E. Blaine,

Esq., for the use of the Battalion raised on the western
frontiers of Pennsylvania, he to be accountable.

The several matters to this day referred'being postponed, -

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. ,



1413 CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, OCTOBER 29, 1776. 1414

Friday, October 25,1776.

A Letter of the 21st, from R. H. Harrison, was read;
also, a Certifi"ate fi'om Brigadier-General H. Mercer and
P. Dickinson, in favour of the Rev. John Nevelling, who
officiated as Chaplain to nine Battalions of Neiv-Jersey:

Ordered, That the Certificate be referred to the Board
of Treasury, and tbat they inquire how long Mr. Nevelling
officiated, as mentioned in the said Certificate, and aJlow
him for his services at the rate of 50 DoJlars a month.

A Petition from Alice Brazier and Daughter, Hannah
Haynes, and Elizabeth Bouve, was presented to Congress
sod read:

Ordered, That it be referred to_.theBoard of Treasury.
Resolved, That 3,000 DoJlars be advanced to CoJonel

Hazen towards inlisting his Battalion, he to be accountable.
A Letter of the 20th, from P. Zabriskie and J. ~Morgan,

was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury:
A Memorial from Mr. Irwin was presented to Congress

and read:
Ordered, That it be referred to a Committee of three,

and that they confer with the Council of Safety of Penn-
sylvania respecting tbe same, and report thereon to Con-
~ress :

The Members chosen, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Whipple, and
Mr. Hart.

The Committee of Treasury reported that there is due,
To Robert Chase,late Commanderof the Gaspe ship of

war, for bis allowance from] st ~larch to 24th October,
1776, inclusive, 34 weeks, at 2 DoJlars, 68 DolJars.

That they have examined an Account exbibited by Cap-
tain Robert Cluggage, for sundry articles charged to him,
which he prays an allowance of, and that he ought to be
credited for the foJlowing sums, charged in the Bedford
County accounts, viz:
For Drilling for Haversacks, Account No.1, £6 5 10

Part of articles charged in Account No. 31, 1 13 6
Cash paid Barnard Dougherty, 0 15 0
An overcharge in a Rifle bought of William

Peeble, -
A charge of Abraham Cable, Esq., in addi-

tional Account No.2,
Repairing Arms, charged in Colonel Irwin's

Account, per Vouchers Nos. 7 and 8, - 9 2
Occasional expenses wbicb be paid for his

Company, on their march from Bedford
to Boston, - - -

010

3 7

979
--

The whole'amounting to 82 82-90 Dollars, £31 1 10
Tbat there is due to J. Mitchel, for expenses of a party

of Light-Horse, going with money from Philadelphia to
Ticonderoga, a balance of £32 16s. 6d., and for coach-
hire, expenses, &c., for himself and Mr. Dunlap, as a guard
with General PresClJt and Brigadier-General McDonald,
and their two servants, to New- York, to be exchanged,
£ 78 18s. 6d., both sums amounting to £ 109 15s., equal
to 292 60-90 DoJlars :

That there should be ,advanced to Mr. lIodgkin and
Mr. Crol1stedt, two Midshipmen, taken prisoners, three
weeks' alJowance each, at 2 DoJlars, 12 Dollars:

To Roger Sherman, Esq., for the expenses of the Com-
mittee appointed to inquire into the state of the Army at
New- York, and two servants ten davs absent, 76 70-90
DoJlars, to be paid to Elbridge Gerry: Esq. :

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, Tbat two montbs' pay be advanced to Lieu-

tenant David Zeigler, who was wounded, and is come to
Philadelphia for the purpose of perfecting his cure.

Resolved, Tbat it be recommended to the several As-
semblies and Conventions of the United States, forthwith
to import, or otherwise procure, full suppJies of Fire-Arms,
Bayonets, Brass, or otber Field-Pieces, Powder, Lead,
Flints, Medicines, Intrenching Tools, Tent-Cloth, Blankets,
and other Clothing, for such of their Militia as are deficient
therein, amI to send to the Board of 'Val' and Ordnance a
copy of their Resolutions for this purpose, that the same
may be laid before Congress.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock on ftlonday.

Monday, October 28, 1776.

Resolved, That 1,000 Do\]ars be advanced to the Com-
mittee appointed to engage Wharf-Builders, for tbe use of
the workmen engaged, and tbat they render an account of
the expenditure.

A Letter of the 17tb, from General Schuyler, was read,
together with th~ Report of the Court of Inquiry appoiflted
to discover wbat Stores were on board the enemy's Fleet
taken in the 'river St. Lawrence:

Ordered, That the Report be referred to the Board of
Treasury.

A Letter of the 6th, from Brigadier Andrew Lewis, was
read, and referred to the Board of War.

A Petition, from William Savage, Thomas Corbett, and
John Scott, in behalf of William Wilson, togetber with
sundry Papers thet'ein referred to, were read and referred
to the Marine Committee.

A Letter of the 16th, from the Convention of New- York,
and a Letter from Thomas Cushing, dated in August, were
read:

Ordered, Tbat the last be referred to the Committee on
Indian Affairs.

Resolt'ed, That Mons. du Bois, upon resigning his com-'
mission, have leave to return to ~lartinico.

Congress, being informed tbat certain persons were busy
in monopolizing and engrossing tbe articles necessary for the
Army, with a view to enhance their price, and prevent the
Army from being supplied,

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
inquire into this matter, and report thereon to Congress:

The Memberscbosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Gerry, and Mr.
Rutledge.

The Committee to who~ the Memorial of Matthew
Irwin was referred, reported, that they bave conferred
witb the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, who say tbey
have some Salt, the quantity they cannot ascertain, which
tbey are willing to seJi for the use of the Army:

Ordered, That tbe said Committee apply to the Council

o of Safety, and request them to seJl to Mr. ~L Irwin, for the
use of the Army, as much Salt as they can possilJJyspare.

The Marine Committee brought in a Report, which was
read: Whereupon,

5 Resolved, That tbe Marine- Committee be empowered
to employ such persons as they sball think proper, to execute
the business entrusted to them, aud repurt tbeir names to
Congress:

That the furtberconsideration of the Report be postponed
till to-morrow. - *

Tbe Committee of Treasury reported tbat there is due,
To Thomas Dunahoo, a Canadian prisoner, for his al-

lowance /i'om 13th July to 25th October, instant, 15 weeks,
at ] Dollar and I-3d a week, 20 Dollars :

To Captain William Brady, of the la,teColonelSteven-
son's Battalion, for twelve Rifles, purchased by him for the
use of his company, 177 Dolla.rs:

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Tbe several matters to this day referred being postponed
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. '

4

Tuesday, October 29, 1776.

Congress being informed t1-j~tTim. Dodd, an express
from Boston, who was entrusted with despatches Ii'om Gen-
eral Washington, has had tbem stolen from him at Bristol
in this State,

,

Resolved, Tbat a Committee of two be appointed, with
powers to make every necessary inquiry, and to take every
step they ~hink proper, (or the recovery of the despatches,
and the discovery of tbe person or persons by whom said
Papel'S were s.tolen; that if they have good reason to suspect
any person or persons, they immediately secure them till tbe .

fiuther order of Congress, and return their names, with the
causes of suspicion, to this House; that they dispose of the
Continental. prisoners at Bristol in such manner as they
shall think best:

That all Civil Officers be requested, and all Continental
MiJitary Officers be ordered, to afford every assistahCe that
may be required by the said Committee:

TbeMembers ehosen, Mr. l11ilsonand Mr. Hopkinson.
,.,
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Resolved, That Colonel Cadwallader and Colonel Bay-
ard be requested to accompany the said Committee to
Bristol.

Resolved, That 40,000 Dollars be advanced to J.lt/ease
for the publick service, he to be accountable.

That 6000 Dollqrs be advanced to Colonel Buckner, of
the SixthVirginia Battalion,forthe useof the said Battalion,
he to be accountable. -

Resolved, That Charles Jlughes have leave to go to the
West-Indies In the Schooner Thistle.

A Letter from Mr. Bache was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to a CommIttee of tllree.
T:Je Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Payne, and Mr.

Livingston.
Whereas tile fortifying the entrance of the ril'er Cape-

Fear, in the State of North-Carolina, win tend greatly to
the advantage and security of that State, by furnishing a
safe Harbour for foreigners, and excluding the enemy's ships:

Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to the
Convention of the State of North- Carolina, to fortify and
secure immediately, at the expense of their State, the en-
trance of the said river, by erecting Batteries and other
.works of defence, by placing obstructions in proper parts of
the said river, and pursuing such other measures as, in their
opinion, will best conduce to prevent the introduction of the
enemy's ships, and protect the trade of the said State; and,
in case heavy cannon cannot be procured in the State of
North- Carolina, it is further recommended to the said Con-
vention, to appJy to the State of South- Carolina, requesting
t~e loan of sueh cannon as they can spare from their own
necessities, who, it is not doubted, wiJI contribute, as far as
may be in their power, to accomplish a purpose which wiII
be of general utility to the Southern States.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of the
Marine Committee: Whereupon,

Resolved, That no private ships or vesselsof war, mer-
chant-ships, or other vessels belonging to tbe subjects of
these States, be permitted to w~ar pendants when in com-
pany with Continental ships or vessels of wal',without leave
from the Commanding Officer thereof.

That, if any Merchant-ship or vessel shall wear pendants
in company with Continental ships 01'vessels of war, with-

- out leave first obtained from the commander thereof, sllch
commander be authorized to take away the pendant from
the offender.

.

Tllat, if private ships or vessels of war refuse to pay the
respE'ct due to the Continental ships or vessels of war, the
Captain or COO1fuander, so rilfusing, shall lose his com-
mission. Y

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed till to-morrow.

The several mattersto this dayreferredbeing postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Octobtr 30, f776.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To Mr. Allen, for his expenses while detained here for the

purpose of taking charge of Money for Virginia, the sum
of 17 20-90 Dollars:

That a further slim of 77 46-90 Donal's be paid to
1\11'.Fairlamb, which wilt be the balance due to him on his
account as it !JOWst3l,1ds,exclusive of his request for a further
aJlowance on the ration stipulation in his contract, and of
27 cords of Wood, not allowed for want of vouchers:

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid.
Re$olved, Thai t.besum of 30 Do]lars be paid to Captain

MOf)re, to enable him to proceed to Europe.
A Letter, of this day, from ColoneliU. IIazen, was read:

also, a Petition from Andrew Stalker, late Commander of
the Brig Three Friends, praying for leave to depart the
States of America, and revisit h~snative countfy :

.

Resolred, That tbe prayer of the Petition be granted.
,A Petition frorI)John Tillman was read.
A Letter, of the 25th, from Governour Livingston was

~ad, al,d referred to PI'. Rush, Mr. Ross, and Mr. Lynch

. lJ,eilved, That 2,000 Dollars be advanced to Colonel
.Scott, of the Fifth Virginia Battalion, for the use of the
said Battalion, he to be accountable.

Resoll1ed, That 2,000 Dollars be advanced to Col~nel
IIausegger, of the German Battalion, for the use of the said
Battalion,he to be accountable.

The Board of War navincrrecommendedJacob ltlyle to
be Quartermaster, and Eberhart .Michael,Paymaster, to the
German Battalion:

Resolved, That they be accepted, and Commissions
granted to them accordingly.

.

Mr. Buche having, by a Letter to the President, ac-
knowledged his obligations for the kind manner in which
Congress have expressed their approbation of his services,
and requested,as he accepted their appointment (rom motives
perfectly disinterested, thilt the 150 Dollars voted to him
may be applied to the reTief of tbe .widows and children of
such of the Pennsylvania Officers as have fallen in battle
in t he service of their countrv :

Resolved, That the Money'be deposited with the Council
o( Safety of Pennsylvania, to be applied agreeable to the
request of Mr. Duche.

A Memorial from Robert Jewell was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Gov-

ernollr Livingston's Letter.

Resolved, That 133 1-3 Dollars be advanced to Evan8
and Stretch, the commanding officers of the gllard going witg
Money and Clothing for the Northern Army, they to be
accountable.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,
To 1\1ons. Pierre Gamelin, a prisoner from Canada, for

his allowance from 26th March to 28th October, inclusive,
being 31 weel,s, aJ ~ Dollars a week, 62 Dollars:

To ~larcus Lucullus Ryal, a prisoner, for his allowance
Ii'om 22d August to 24th October, inclusive, being 9 weeks,
at 2 Dollars pel' week, 18 Dollars:

To Lieutenant J(J,cob Schalch, a prisoner,for his al1ow-
ance from 19th July to 25th October, Inclusive, being 14
weeks, at 2 Dollars per week, 28 Dollars:

To Dr. JamCfl Gill, a prisoner, for his allowance from
19th July to 25th October, inclusive, being 14 weeks, at 2
Dollars per week, 28 Dollars:

To Lieutenant Simon Evans, a prisoner, for his allowance
from 23d August to 18th October, inclusive, being 8 weeks,
at 2 Dollars per week, 16 Dollars:

To Pelatiah Webster, for 200 pounds Rhubarb, 600
~~: '

To Alexander ltfiddleton, of the Fifth Virginia Battalion,
for his account of llVledicines, Board, Nursing, and necessa-

ries for the sick of the said Battalion, 86 60-90 Dollars:
Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

The Committee to whom were referred tbe Resolutions
of the Convention of Maryland, broughtin a Report, which
was taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the President write to the Convention
of Maryland, and infmm tbem, that their Resolutions rela-
tive to their paying ten Dollars in lieu of the 100 acres of
Land, determined by Congress to be giren to such non~
commissioned officers and soldiers as shall inlist to serve
during the war, will, in the opinion of this House, if carried
into execution, prove extremely detrimental to these States,
as it will, in all probability, induce such soldiers as are to
compose the remainder of the levies, to require an equal
sum from the United States, and, by refusing to inlist until
their demands shall be oomplied with, compel the Con~
gress to the immediate payment 'of an additional bounty, far
beyond what is reasonable:

That this House, being satisfied with the propriety of
offering Land to the soldiery, as an inducement to inJist in
the service, c~nnot rescind the said Resolution, and are of
opinion,that the faith which this House,by virtue of the
power with which they were vested, has plighted, must be
obligatory upon their constituents; that no one State can, by
its own aet, be released therefrom, and that the interest of
the United States would be deeply and injuriously affected,
should the Congress, at tbis time, COijsentto a compromise
between any State and the forces to be by them raised:

Thilt the said Convention, by their said Resolutions, seem
to apprehend, that their State would be obliged, in their
individual capacity,to makegood the bounty of Land here-
after to be given to the soldiery; whereas, it was tbe intention
of Congress to provide the said Land at the expense of the
United States:
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That th~ said Convention be requested to recon.sider the
said Resolutions, and to give to their Commissioners, ap-
pointed to repair to the camp, such instructions as wilJ
enable them to carry into execution the views of Congress:
That the said Convention be informed, that the Paymaster-
General has been furnished with a sum of money for the
purpose of paying the bounty of 20 Dollars ordered by
Congress to such soldiers as sha\l inlist to serve the United
States during the war.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of the
Marine Committee: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the rank of Officers of Marines be the
same as Officers of similar commissions in the land service:

That the Commanders, Officers, Seamen, and Marines, in
the Continental Navy, be entitled to one half of merchant-
men, transports, and storeships, by them taken, from and
after the first day of November, ] 776, to be divided amongst
them in the shares and proportions fixed by former resolu-
tions of Congress:

That the Commanders, Officers, Seamen, and Marines,
in the Continental Navy, be entitled to the whole value of
all ships and vessels of war belonging to the Crown of
Great Britain, by them made prize of, and al1 privateers
authorized by his Britannick Majesty to war against these
States, to be di\'ided as aforesaid.

Resolved, That the part of the Report relative to the
rank and pay of Naval Officers, be referred to a Committee
of three:

The Members chosen, Mr. Morris, Mr. 1Vhipple, and
Mr. R. H. Lee.

Resolved, That the remainder of the Report be recom-
mitted.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. .

Thursday, October 31,1776.

A Letter, of the 28th, from General Greene, was read:
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Intel-

ligence.

Resolved, That 2,000 Do\lars be advanced to Colonel
Zebulon Builer, for the use of the two Companies raised in
the town of Westmol'eland, he to be accountable:

That leave be granted to Zebulon Butler, Esq., or his
alrent, to purchase, of the Salt belonging to the Continent,
5'0 bushels for the use of the Continental Troops raised in
Westmoreland.

A Letter, of the 29th, from Robert H. Harrison, the
General's Secretary, was read.

The Committee appointed to make strict inquiry respect-
ing some la't~ Des'patches from Head-Quarters, said to have
been lost on ~tlonday last at Bristol, reported,

That they have pursued every probable method that

might lead to a discovery of the said despatches, without
effect; that they ha ve strictly and carefully examined every
person who could be supposed to have any knowledge of
the circumstances related by the express, charged with the
said despatches, respecting his loss, but can discover no
traces of the robbery or stealth; that tbe said express does
not give so dear and satisfactory an account of this matter
a6 fully to exculpate himself in the opinion of this Com-
mittee, and that they have therefore brought him back in
order to submit bim to tbe further examination of Congress :
Whereupon,

Resolved, That. Timothy Dod, who had charge of the
Despatches /i'om General Washington, and alleges he lost
them at Bristol, be committed to tbe custody of R. Jewell,
Keeper of the publick Prison, to he safely kept till further
orders of Congress:

That Mr. Jewell b6 directed to keep Timothy Dod in
his own apartments and family, andnot to permit any of the
prisoners, nor any person, except those of his own family,
to converse with him, till furtber orders of Congress.

Resolved, Tbat a Committee of five be appointed to pre-
pare an effectual plan for suppressing the internal enemies
of America, and preventing a communication of intelligence
to our other enemies:

The Members cbosen, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Wythe, MI'.
R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Ross.

Ordered, That the Board of War remove the Pri.soners
from Bristol, and the publick post-roads, to some convenient
places back in the country:

That they have a sufficient guard kept at the publick
Prison, and over the Continental stores in and near Phila-
delphia.

Whereas it has been represented to Congress, that sun-
dry inhabitants of these United States, to keep supplies
from the Army, 01' promote their own interest, have pur-
chased considerable quantities of Clothing, and refuse to
dispose of the same, unless upon extravagant or unreasonable
terms:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies,
Conventions, Councils, or Committees of Safety of the sev-
eral States, forthwith to take suitable measures for obtaining,
for the use of the Army, such necessary artides as, being
thus engrossed in their respective States, cannot be otber-
wise immediately procured, allowing to the owners reason-
able prices for the same; and that laws be provided in each
of the States, for effectually preventing monopolies of neces-
saries for the Army, or inhabitants of the same.

Ordered, Tbat the Committee to whom Mr. Bache's
Letter was referred report, as soon as possible, ways and
means of establisbing Expresses, and conveying intelligence
to and from the Army with safety and despatch.

Tbe several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

END OF THE SECOND YOqJME OF TIlE FIFTH SERIES.

W ASIIINGTON, .Ilpril, 1851.
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Hobart, - - 845

Letter from, to New-York Marine Committee, - 846
Instructions from, to Captain Rogers, - - 846
Letter to, from John Sloss Hobart, - 950

Duncker, Gerard, Deputy Treasurer of New-Yo!k-
Ordered to proceed to Philadelphia for the loan

voted by Congress. to New~York, M 998
Bangs, Captain AbiJah, orders to, M

- 795
Letter from, to Massachusetts Council, - 1046

Bankson, Andrew, appointed an Ensign, - . M 473
Barbadoes, extract of a letter from a merchant in, - 231

An American armed schooner sent into, as a prize, 231
An agent sent from, to London, to represent their

distresses, - 810
Speech of the Governour of, to the Council and

Assembly, - 812
Reply of the AssembJyof, to theGovernour's speech, 813

Barber, Captain John, permitted to take his schooner
to Boston, - 766

Barday, John, chairman of Albany Committee, - 964
Barclay, Ensign John, promoted to a Second Lieu-

tenancy,- - 1086
Bard, WiIJiam, appointed a Second Lieutenant, 88
Barden, Stephen,deposition of, againstSamuel Sprague, 755
Barker, Jacob,' chairman of.. Sunbury (Nova-Scotia)

Committee, - 785
Barnard, John Beafdwell, petition of, to Massachusetts

Council, - - 788
Permitted to depart for Great Britain, . - 788

Barnes, Captain Amos, payment to, for Militia, - 947
Barnett, David, advertised as a deserter, - - 362
Bamstable, Massachusetts]draughts from, ordered to

Rhode-Island, - - 767
Barracks~ order to construct, at King's Bridge, - - 257

Necessary to buiJd, for a strong garrison at Ticon- ~
deroga and Mount Independence, - 470

To be built on the Gurnet in Plymouth Harbour, - 752
Ground purchased forthe erection of, at Schenectady, 980
A suffic.ient number of, erected at Crown-Point, - 981
General Schuyler preparing to build, for three thou-

sand men at Saratoga and Stillwater, - 1078
Memorandum respecting, near Fishl{iJl, - 1254

Barrett, Colonel John, ordered. to cut a road from
Number Four to Mount Independence, - 222

Letters from, to General Gates, 402, 557, 835
Barry, John, sentenc.ed to be flogged for desertion, - 590
Barstow, Nathaniel, petition of, to Massachusetts

General Court, M 750
Bartholomew. Edward, elected a member ofPennsyl-

vania ConnciJof Safety, M -
_ _ _
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Bartlett, Josiah, a DeJegate in Congress from Rhode.
Island-

Letter froOl] to John Langdon, - 105,
253, 350, 459, 602, 1063, 1128

Letter from, to General Folsom, - - 118
Letter from, to William Whipple, - 137, 272, 323
Bad health of, - 602

Bartlett, \ViUiam, leuer from, to General Washing-
ton, - 983

Batchelder, Josiah, Jun., petition of, to Massachusetts
Council, - - 740

Bates, EJnathan, letter from, to Richard Deyens, 133, 442
Bates, George, petition o~ to Massa-chusetts General

Court,. - 788
Permitted to .depart for England, - - 788

Battersbee, WiWam, appointed a Storekeeper, - - 474
Bayard, John, elected a member of Pennsylvania

Council of Safety, -Bayley, Colonel Jacob. letter from] to New~Harnpshire
Committee of Safety, '- 145

Letter from, to Colonel Hurd, - 508
Letters from, to Genend Washin.Q:ton, - 1067, 1168
Ac~ount of, against the United States, - - 1068
Letter to, from General Washington, - - 1095

Bayley, John, deposition of, in n;lation to a treason~
nbleplan, - - - - - - - 150

Bayley, Joseph] commander of privateer Putnam, - 799
Bayly, Captain MOllt}tjOY, letter from, to General

Wasbington, ~ - 333
Beale, Thomas, appointed a Captain, - 1342
BeaJl, General Rezin, letter to, from Maryland Coun-

cil of Safety, - - 272
Letter to, from Colonel Reed, - 895
Letter from, to Colonel Reed, w 895
Return of Field.Officers of Maryland Flying-Camp

commanded by, - 897
Return of Field-Officers fit for duty in the brigade

commanded by, - lOll
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - 1011
Ordered, with three regiments of Maryland troops,

to Croler Bridge, . 1311
Beatty, John, appointed a Major in the Continental

servic8] - 94
Becker, Major Henry, transferred to Continental ser-

vice, 94
Beckford, Ebenezer, powder delivered to, - 734
Bedford Committee] letter from, to New-York Conven-

tion, - 1272
Bedford, Gllnning, Mustermaster~Genera], memorial of,

to Congress, - - 579
Beelor, James, Jun., appointed a Second Lieutenant, 1340
Bell. William, appointed an Ensign] ~ 474
Bellows, Colonel Benjamin, Jun., ordered to raise a

company and march to New-York,
- - 340

Order to march to New-York countermanded, - 360
Appointed Mustermaster to Captain House's 'com-

pany,
- 360

Letter from, to General Gates, - 1146
Letter to, from Gen€ral Gates, - 1244

Bells, proceedings of New York Convention relative
to removal of, - 184, 665, 672

Removal of, from New-York highly approved by
General Washington, - - - ~ -.. 240

Removal o~ attributed by Governour Tryon to a de-
sign to prevent an alarm of fire, - 493

Benjamin, Ensign Ca., promoted to a Sec0!1d Lieu-
tenancy,- 1083

Benedict, Major Joseph, letter to, from Thaddeus
Crane, - 373

Letter from, to Colonel Dr~ke, - 384
Bennington Committee, letter to, from J. Trumbull, 1143,

1191, 1300
Letter to, from James Yancey, - 1143
Letter to, from General Schuyler, - 1258

Benson, Egbert, I€tter to, from Tench Tilghman, - 854
Benson, Robert, letter to, from James William Payne, 243

Letter to, Cram Colonel Stockton, - ]254
Bergen, American Army posted at, - 523

Extract of a letter from Head-Quarters at, - 867
Bergen~NeckJ post at, strengthened, - - 158
Berks County', Pennsylvania, a frontier, 22

Proceedings of Committee of, - 1309
Berkshire, Mass., Co!. Simons and others appointed

to execute the reso]ve for raising Militia in, - 770
Letter to Committee of, from Genera] SchuYler, - 1087

Bermuda, representatjo"ns of an agent from; to the
British Ministry, - 810

Bernard & Wadding, report concerning the goods
taken from, by order of General Wooster, (note,) 1390

37
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Berruyer, Mons. de, letter from, to Gen. Washington, 269
Betsey, schooner, Hugh Sherwood commander, per-

mitted to sail for Martinico, - 628
Betsey, schooner, Alexander Wilson commander, cap-

tured and stranded on the coast of New-Jersey, 1093
Betsey, sloop, Josh. Hayman commander, permitted

to go to Caiman, - 632
Biddle, Col. Clement, Deputy Qilartermaster-Gen-

eral, Jetter from, to General Heath, - - ]83
Letter from, to the Board of War, - - 235

Biddle, Owen, etected.a member of Pennsylvania COUIl-
cil of Safety, -

Biddle, Captain, of the" Andrew Doria," captures a
number of valuable prizes, - . - 227,282, 307

Bigelow, Major, recommended by General Gates, - 1192
Bilboa, Spain, extract of a Jetter from, - - - 917

An American privateer detaiued at, as a pirate, 1091, 1092
BilJ, Thomas, money voted to) to enable him take up

deserfers, ~ 575
Billingsport, fortificationsat, w 74
Hills of Credit-

An ordinance of Pennsylvania to prevent the coun-
terfeiting of, -

R ~ .
- - 15

John Baldwin refuses to receive Continental, 98,1309
Act ofNew~York rendering certain) a legal tender) 411
Pennsylvania issue, - 543
Impracticabi]ity of emitting, in New-York, - - 711
Massachusetts appoints a Committee to sign, 773, 774
Edward Smith convicted of counterfeiting, - - 935

Bingham, William, letter tal from Committee of Secret
Correspondence, ~ - - 425, 822, 1198, 1199

Letter to, from Marine Committee, - 864
Letter to, from Silas Deane, ~ - 1092

Bird, Samuel, and others, to Governour Trumbull, - 965
Birus'fill, Colonel Benjamin, letter from, to N ew- York

Convention, w 201
Petition of, to New-Yorl{ Convention, ~ - 666

Bishop, P., flppointed a First Lieutenant, ~ 617
Blackwell, John, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 1396
Blackwellt Joseph, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 1396
Blaine, Ephraim, elected Commissary to CoJ. Mackay's

Battalion, - 1405
Blake, Edward, appointed a Commissioner of South-

Carolina Navy Board, - 1323
Blanchard~ Jonathant appointed by New~Hampshire

to visit Washington's camp, - 1175
Appointed on a Committee to visit Giles's camp, ~ 1176
Return of the Committee's doings at Ticonderoga, by, 1176

B.!and, Colonel Theodorick, arrival of light horse of,
at Williamsburg, - 405

Blank commissions, supplied to Commissioners ap-
pointed to form the Flying-Carn!?,..

-
.. 21

General Ten Broeck requests to be supplied with,.. 679
Blankets, Washington's army in great want of, 381,520

An abundance of, and other woollens, to be had in
the French Islands, - - 602

Resolution of Congress for the purchase of, &c., - 926
Maryland CounciJ of Safety order the purchase of, 988
A quantity of, taken in a prize, offered to the Con~

tinent,
_

1133
Five hundred arrive at Rhode-Island from France, 1136
FortYtdelivered to Captain Harris, ~ 1307

Blewer, Joseph, elected a member of Pennsylvania
Council of Safety, -

~ ~ ~ ~ .. 8
Block-Il'land, two of .he enemy's ships cwising off, - 1076
Bloomfield, Captain, arrives with his command at Fort

Schuyler, _
355

BJue, Sa,muelj sentenced to be flogged, &.c., for de-
8f'-rtlon, ~ . 1081

Bluff, Thomas, letter to, from DavidvViHiams,~ .. 648
Hoard of War, letter to, from John TrumbuIJ, - - 127

Letter to, from General McDona]dt (prisoner,) w 191
Letter to, from Colonel Biddle, ~ .. - .. 235
Letter to, from Colonel Griffin, .. 235
Letters from, to General Washington,.. ~ 298,320,

348, 407, 1062, 1185, 1210, 1211, 1308
Letter to, from the Delaware Convention, .. 424
Letter to, from GenerallVlercer, ~ .. 547
Letter to, from Gener:tl Washington, -

_
603

Letter from, to Lancaster Committee, .. _
956

Order of, respecting prisoners, ~
~ 1185

Letter to, from Robert H. Harrison, ~ .. 1187
PJan of, to enable discharaed soldiers to receive

their pay where discMrg:d, .. - - - 1211
Letter to, from General Schuyler, R

-
~

_
1298

Letter to the ,Secretary of, from Gen. Schuyler, ~ 1298
Report from the, (note,) -1360,1401
Report of, on General Washington's request to be

allowed to appoint P. Penet one of his aids,
- 1398
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Boards, a large quantity of, wanted at King's Bridge, 470
An enormous expense in, occa:sioned by the want

of lents, - - 1298
Bog, Archibald, allowed to return to England, ~

- 791
Boger, Lieutenantt discharged from prison on parole, 1377
Boi1': Pierre FranQois de, appointed a Major by brevet, 1390

Two months' par arlvanced to, - 1393
Baud, form of, given by agents for captures, - 790
Bond, Nathaniel, appointed a First LieuJenant, - 308

Letter:;; from, to Mary!and Council of Safety, 1022; 1113
Bond, Richard, letter from, to Maryland Council of

Safety, - 1292
Bond, Colonel Thomas, letters to, from Maryland Coun-

cilofSafety. - - 988,1113
Bond, Colonel WiJJiam, death ofl - 169
BOIln€<lU, Anthony, letters to, from South-CarolLna

Navy Board,
- 1324, 1326

Boon, Hawkins, appointed a Captain, 80
Boone, Samuel, to Maryland Council of Safety, - 938
Booth, Daniel, a deserter from Canada, intelligence

received from, - ~ 508
Bardley, James, elected a Lieutenant-CoJonel, - - 405
Boston~extract of a letter from, ~ 252

Orders of the Selectmen of. relating to the small-
pox, - 297

Selectmen of, declare the town. nearly free from
small-pox, - 339

Prize 8hip sent into, by Captttin Paine, ~ 560
Fortificationofthe harbourof, w 721
Instructions to Committee ofl relative to ship Wil~

Ham and her passengersj - 792, 793
Committee for fortifying the harbour of,ordered to

forward twelve guns to Captain McNeil, - 804
A French ship, with sixty-two guns, arrives at, - 849
A new battery erected near the entrance of the

harbour of, - 849
A priz~ ship sent into, by Captain Whipple, - - 863
Letter from a gentleman in, to his frieluJ in the

country, - .. ~ 914
Letter to a gentlemen in, 'from his friend in the

connlry, - - 1043
Letter from General Schuyler to the Selectmen of, 1087
Letter fromGovernourTrumbull to the Commanding

Officer at, - - l133
Letterfrorn the Selectmen of, to Benjamin Austin, - 1227
Donations received at, by the hands of Samuel

Adams, - - 1316
Boucher, Commodore, letter to, from Captain Cooke, - 488
Boundary between Pennsylvania and Virginia, propo-

sitions ofVirO'inia to settle the, ~ - - 41
Civil war likely to grow out of disputes about the, 41,42
Pennsylvania decljnes the proposals of Virginia, - 42

Bounty-
Pennsylvania orders, to be paid to Associators who

join the Flying C,mp,
For inlistments durjng the war in the fleet of Penn-

sylvania, - 86
Not likely to produce the desired eWe.t, . 121
Land in addition to, recommended by Washing-

ton, - 121
Allowed by Congress inferior to that aHowed Militia, - 126
Offered for inlistments fOTthe war, ~ 443
Increarle of, for inl1-otments for the war, - 488

Bowdoin, James, President of Massachusetts COUDw
cil-

Letters from, to the President of Congress, ~ 486, 1]09
Leuer to, from Benjamin Davis, Jun., . - 984
Letter from, to General Washington, - - 1108
Lettp-r to, from Richard Derby, Jun., - 1175
Letter to, from John G1bsOD, - 1247

Bowen, Charles, sentenced to be flogged for robbery
and drunkenness, ~ 551

Boyd, Abraham, authorized to in list menforthe Flying-,
Camp, - 627

Boyd, John, appointed a Second Lieutenant, .. 88
Boyd, John, member of Baltimore Committee, - - J 17
Boyd, William, appointed an Ensign, 88
Boyle, George, convicted of being an enemy to the

common cause, - 1142
Bozman, Ballard, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 634
Bracco! Captain, of Maryland) Idlled'in the,. action at

White~P]ains,- - 1284
Bradford, Benjamin, appo"inted a Captain, - 640
Bradford, C. J., to Massac.husetts Couna.ii, w 784

Letter to, from the Marine Committee, - 428
Letter to, from Commodore Hopkins, .. 914,1134, 1195
An account or plaids and military stores in the

possession of, - - - - - . 924
Letter from, to the President of Congl'ess, - 984

19

..
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Bradford, William, Dcputy-GovcrnourofRhode-IsJand-
Letter from, to :Massachusetts Assembly, .. - 312
Letter from, to the President of Congress, .. 337
Letter from, to General Washington,.. 337,485
Letter to from Mai5sac.hllsetts Assembly, .. 376
Letter to', from General 'Washington, .. - 595

Bradford, Adjutant, appointed temporary Aid-de-Camp
to Gencml Lee, .. 1284

Bradstrept, Lyonel, pati(ion o~ to Massachuse~ts
Council,.. - 782

Permitted to depart for GreHtBrjtain, ~ .. 782
Bra(]YI John, appointed a Captain,.. 86
Dr:HJYISamuel, appointed a Fin;t Lieutenant, - 1331
Braithwaite, Captajn, of the Hampden pack-e-t, IHter

from - 403
Brandon,'Thomas, appointed a First Lieutenant, 80
Brandt, Capt. John,inlists batteau-men at Schenf:ctady. 221
Brass knockers to be taken from the doors of New-

York, and sent to New-Jersey, ~ - 670
Bready, Christopher, appointed a Second Lieutenant, 1333
Bready, William, appointed a Captain of Virginia Rifles, 1333
Brest, a fleet fitting at) - - 427
Brewer, Colonel Samuel, letters from, to Genera] Gates, 1040,

1144, 1192, 1300
Brewester, WjJJiam,letter from, to General Clintou) ~ 832
Brice, John, appointed Captuin of fire-sloop Etua, - 90
Brigade-Majors, ordered to attend at Head-Quarters

e~'ery tiay, - 382
Ordered to settle a Court-Martial for the trial of

prisoners, - - - - - . - 382
BriO's John committed to prison for speaking Bg-ainsto

;he hb~rties of America, - - 86
Brigs, Mrs.) note from, to Admiral Hopkins, - - 1005
Brinley, Nathaniel, said to be .,

a very villain," - 743
Memorial of, to Massachusetts General Court, - 744
Asks to be removed from the town of Framingham, 746
Ordered into clistody, . 774
Personal estate of, taken into custody I . - 1070

Britain-see Gre,t Brita.in.
British Army-see Army.
British Navy-see Navy.
British statemeuts, of affajrs in America) 123, 135, 168,

200, 463, 519, 562, 564, 1136, 1293
Brjtish troops, bad b]ood between the, and the Hes.

~ian8, 8481 996
Britit'h and American naval officers, table showing the

pay of, - 1107
British West-Indies suff'er greatly from the in~erruptlon

of the trade with the United States, - - 812
Dependence of, upon the United States for supplies, 813

Brodhr.ad, Lieutenant-Colonel, fetter froID, (0 Penn-
sylvania Convention,

Brodhead, Daniel, appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel of
PennsytNnia troops in Continental service,

Bromfield, Henry, elected Colonel of Boston regiment
of Militia) . 753

Brook.Haven, Commiuee of, re\'oke their former pro-
ceedings, <Jnl!own aUegiance to the King, - 1220

Broome, John, Jetter from} to Abrabam Yates}.
- 557

Letter from} to Peter R. Livingston} - 1077
Brown, Lieut. Col. Abijah, ordered to Ticonderoga,. 278
Brown) Archibald, &. Co., letter to, from Soulh.Caro-

lina Navy Board, - 1327
Brown) Sergeant Francis, promoted to an En::;igncy, 1083
Brown) Colonel J abez, empowered to inlist men, . 376
prownl Co1. John, complaint of, against Gen. Arnold, 143
Brown~ John, petition' of, t9 Massachusetts Council, - 789

Permitted to depart for Eng1and, .. . 789
Brown, Robert, petition of, to Massachu1'etts Council, 784

Permitted to depart for Great Britain, - - 785
Brown, Dr. \VWiam, appointed Assist~nt Physician for

Flyin~-Camp,- - 137;3
Brown, WiJljam, prisoner at Lancaster, permitted to

go to Reading, . 120
Brown, 'WiJliam, petition of, to Massachusetts Councjl, 790

Commissioned commander of privateer Boston, . 790
Browne, James, (prisoner,) permitted to return to

heland, - - 1389
BrowrJe, Gnvernour Montfort, General Howe proposes

to exchange Lord Stirling fori - - 437
Orders respecting, - 574
Arrives at \Vashington's Head-Quarters, . 919
Exchanged for Lord Stirling, . 942

Brownson, Capt. Gideon, memorial ot; to Congress, ~ 273
Brownson, CoJ. Timothy, Jetter from, to General Gates, 1207
Brunday, Lieutenant Daniel, found guiJty of violatincr

the Continental Association, - - ~ ~ 935
Brush, John, chairman ofSuffoJk County (New~York)

Committee,- - - - - - ~ 1220
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94

BrntlJs, to the People of Pennsylvania, - 864
Reply to, by uA Friend to Truth and the People," 865

BuchalHlll, Andrew, member of Baltimore Commit-

" teet - 117
BUi;hunan) Genera1, letter tOJ from Maryland Council

of Safety, - 271
Buchanan, Colonel William, letter from, to Maryland

Council of Safety, ~ - 364
Buck, Jame~, appointed Surgeon's Mate, 92
Buckman, Edwanl, deposition of, against Asa Porter, 152
Bllckmore, Thomas, petition of, to Massachusetts

COUlJcil, - - 783
Discharged from the militia. service, - 783

Bud~l1er, Colonel Mordecai, orders the immediate re.
turn of absent officers and soldiers, - 255

Budd, James, (a Tory prisoner/) examination of, . 1265
Buel, Lieutenant Colonel, conduct of, - 619
Buise, Peter) sentenc.ed to suffer death for desertiotJ, 1296
Bull, John, elected a member of Pennsylvania Coun-

c;1 of 8afety, -
Allowed leave of absence) -
Appointed superintendent of the works at Bil!ings-

port, - - . - - .. - - 77
Bun, Joseph, (pr~soner,) Jetter from, to General Wood-

hull, - 109
Bull, Captain Nathan, prisoner 3t Halifax, makes his

escape, ~ - 358
Bu!1itt, Oolone! T., letter from, to Joseph Reed, - 191
Burd, Co]one] James, letter from, to William Atlec) - 255
Bmges, John, deposit.ion of, against Samuel Sprague, 755
Burgoyne, General, preparations of, to cross the L~lke

to Crown-Poiut, - 485
Troops of, in general very sickly, ~ ~ 485
Reported to be advancing on Albany with a large

corps of troops and Indians, - 519
Said to have an army of twenty thousand men, be-

sidesIndia~.- - - . . - - 519
Industrious jn~'tting out vessels to dispute the mas-

tery of Lake Champl<Jin, - - 603
Orders the troops at ChambJe Ilnd SoreJ to St.

John's, 0 0' 1018 .
Burke, Mr" remarks of, in the House of Com!TIons,

on the Proclamation for a fast) (note) - 1290
Burn, Mary Hay, letter from) to John Hay Burn, - ]094
Burr, Aaron, letter from, to Mrs. Edwards, & 552
Burr, Ephraim, appointed a Captl~in, - 1378
Burr, John, comrMmder of tbe Milford frig-ate. - 538
Burr, Thaddeus, lettor tram, to General Washington, 537

Letter from, to New".York Convention, - 575
Burrell, J obn) letter from, to Maryland Council of

Safetv, - 117
Burt, J on;than, petition of, . 1177
Burton, Ensign, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, 616
Bush, Jotham, petition of, to Massachusetts General

Court, - 730
Bushingj J 01\.01te8timony of, on the trial of Lieutenant

Pope, - 1065
BusseJJ, Stephenj and others) petjlion of, to Massachu-

setts General Court, - 72.9
ButJer, Captain, appointed a Major, . 616
Butler, Francis, resolve on the petition of, - 736
Butler, Richard, recommended for a Majority, - 7
Butler, Solomon, deposition ofl 651
Butler, Walter, commands a party of Illdians against

Oswego, - , . 248
Butler, William, appointed a Major, - 616, 1335
Butler, Colonel Zebulon) letter from, to Roger Sherman, 824

Conference of, with Indians at Wyoming, - 825
Byers) Captain Joseph, complaint against, - 1278

C,

8
24

CabeH,Captain Samue]Jordan, advertjses deserters, 8 362
Cable, J., Tory, intercepted letter from, - - 1029
Cabot, Contjnental brjg, prizes taken by the, 1174, 1260
Cad walader, Lambert} appoint(>d a Colonel of Penn.

sylvania troops in Continental scnicc, 93
Return of officers under the command of, - 880
Letter t01 from Thomas Wharton, Jun., . 1128

Ca.IJwcll, Rev. James! letter from, to \Villiam Patter.
son, - 595

Caltoflj Captain, prize~ taken by, - 1046
Calvert, John, elected C.Jerk of South-Carolinn Navy

Board, - 1323
Calwel!, Captain Samuel, Jetter from, to Maryland

Council of Safety, - - 579Cambridife,Mass., petition of Committee of, in"rela-
tiouOto the estates of inimical persous, - - 774

Camil1!.ls,consjderation~ by, on the present revoJted
state of America, . - - 1115
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Camp, Abiathar, suspected of bejng unfriendly to t.
Americ.ancause, - 374

Cited to appear before the General Assembly of
Connecticut, - - 375

Found cruiltv - - - - - - - 375
Camp-ket7les, difficulty qj, obtaining, in Connecticut, - 281

Washio<:rton's Army iR great want of, - - 381,520
A numb"'er of, forwarded toWasbington's Army by

Genernl Ward, - 600
One hundred, ordered to be sent to Annapolis, - 629
Order for, to Captain Harris, - 988

Campbell, James, Captain of the privateer Enterprh,e,
letter from, to the President of Congress, - - 232

C~mpbel1, Lieutenant-Colonel, (British,) letter to, from
Gencml Washington, - 596

CampbeU, Robert, Adjutant of Colonel Richardson's
Rerriment, - - - - - - - 900

Campbell, Robert, prisoner in Boston jail, petition of,
to Massachusetts General Court, - 770

Canada, thirteen regiments of British troops stationed
in different p,arts of, ~ - 509

Force of the ~nemy in, and on the Lakes, - 566
John Noble Cumming's account of the campaign

~, - - U"
Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into

the Clluses of the miscarriages in, - 1390
Inhabitants of, taken plisoners~ allowed to return

on parole, - 1396
Canadians, none of the, in the King's sNvice, - - 485

Wretched situation of the, - - 485
Desire to be formed into a regiment and com-

manded by French officers, - 1109
Very numerous in the enemy's Army, .¥ - 1144

Candidates, for office, should have just pretensions to
the character of gentlemen, - 890

Cannon, James" elected a member of Pennsyhania
Councilor Safety, -

Cannon, a number of, forwarded to New-Hamp-
shire, - 119

TotaJ want of brass, in the State of New-York, - 184
Washington authorized to fabricate, from the bells

in New-York,- - 184
New- York borrow.s twenty pieces of, from Connec-

ticut, - 260
Some heavy, lost by the Americans on the evacua.

tion of New-York, - - 351
Brass knockers, to be taken for manufacture of, - 670
Massachusetts appoints a committee to. view places.

suitable for furnaces.for casting, - 735
Resolve for delivering an iron, to Joseph Homan

and others, of Marblehead, - 761
Resolve relative to purchasing, of the Town of New-

buryport, 765, 777
Resolve for supplying Martha's Vineyard with, - 766
Rcsolve for supplying .the ship Boston with, - - 770.
Machine for boring, reward voted by Massachusetts

to the inventor of, - 773
Resolve for erecting an air furnace for casting, . 773
Order for procuring, for. ship Boston, . 791
Alexandria (Virginia) Committee apply to Congress

for, - - 1127
Governour Trumbull requested to furnish, for frigates

building in New-Hampshire,
- 1237

Proof of, - 1237
Cannon Foundry, resolves of COlmecticut Council of

Safe.ty in relation to,
- 1171

Canteens, order for, to Captain Harris, - 988
Canterbury, Joseph, advertised as a deserter, - 362
Cape Ann, prize ship sent into, by a Rhode-Island

privateer, ~ 863
A three-dee-ker prize ship sent into, by Capt. Coas, 863

Cape Breton, American citizens detained as prisoners
:iOd slaves in the coaJ-pits of, - - 1105

Cape Elizabeth Committee, petition o~ to Massachu-
setts General Court, ..

- 730
Cape Fear River, North-Carolina-

. .
Three British vessels of war, with forty prizes, in, 970, 990
Enemy erect a fort at the mouth of, - - - 970
Marine Committee project an expedition against

the enemy in] - . - 970, 1200
Congress recommend the erection of a fortification

on, - - 1415
Cape Nicola Mole, extract of a letter from, - 377
Capithorn, Captain John, Jetfer to, from South-Caro-

lina Navy Board,
- 1325

Captains of Pennsylvania gaJleys,. petition of the,
refetred to ttie Council of Safety, _

Captairls in the Navy, rank of the, -
Captures-see Prizes.
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25
- 1394

Carleton, Genera] Sir Guy,. jndustrious iil fitting out
ves!;eb for the mastery of Lal,c Champlain, - 603

Command;:; the British fleet in the battle on Lal,c
Champla;n, - 1028

His aCCOllllt of the battle on Lake Champlain, - 1040
Gives a list of Amerir.:.an vessels on the Lake beCore

the action, - 1041
In possession of Crown-Point, - 1192, 1206

Carlisle, John, appointed a First Lieutenant in the
Flying-Camp,- - - - - .. - 643

Carlisle, Pennsylvania, proceedings of CommiUee of, 939
Proceedings of a meeting of DeJegates at, - 1201

Carmichael, "'TjlJiam) f(~commended by Silas Deane
to M. Dumas, -

~ 951
Letters from, to C. W. F. Dumas, -1179, 1260

Carnahan, Colonel, p~tition of, to Pennsylvania Con-
vention for arms, 33

Carnes. iVlajor John, letter from, to General Gates~ - 386
Caroline County) Virginia, action of Committee of, in

relation to disaffected persons, - - 104
Carolinian, address of a, to Lord and GeneraJ Howe, 1180
Carpenter, Nehemiah, Sen., pass for, - 169
Carpenters, a great number of the, at Skenesborough

discharged, - 185
More should be sent to Ticonderoga, - - 620
At Ticonderoga, worn down by the ague, - 620
Scarcity of, at Albany, - 868
Sc.arcity of, at Schenectady, - 1190

Carr, James~ promoted to a First Lieutenancy, - - 474
Carrington] Edward, inimical to American liherty, - 374

Cited to appear before Connecticut Assembly,' 375
C<lrson) Moses, appointed a Captain, - 1340
Carson, Richard, appointed a First Lieutenant, . 1340
Carter, Evhraim, appointed an Ensign, - - 616
Carter, John, :sentenced to be flogged for desertion, - 590
Carter, John, letter to, from General Gates, - 885
Carter, Landon, letter from, to General Washington, - 1304
Cartouch~boxes, order for, to Captain Harris, - - 988
Cartridge paper, scarcity o~ at Albany, - 110

A large quantity of, wanted a.tTiconderoga, ~ - 185
Two hogsheads of, arrive at Ticonderoga, - 203
General Gates complains of the want of, 353, 619
Massachusetts forwards thirteen reams of, to Fair-

field,Connecticut]- - 767
One hundred reams. of, sent to General Gates, - 1339

~artridges, Colonel Hartley asks for, . - 556
The Army at King's Bridge in great want o~ - 1136
Board of ""Varorder two hundred thousand to be

forwarded to General Washington, - - 1185
Eighty thousand forwarded to General Washington, 1281

Cary, Archibald) elected Speaker of the Senate of
Virginia, - - 988

Cary, Joseph, (prisoner,) letter from, to Richard
Peters,'

.
- 460

Cary, Colonel Richard, Jun., Aid-de-Camp to General
Washington, letters from, to General Heal.h, 108,976

Castlehaven (Maryland) Company. petition o~ to Mary-
land Convention ~ 1278

Castleton, the Tories below, laying a cursed plan, - 1207
Cattle, removed from Long-Island to Connecticut, 336, 623

General Howe OrdE'TSthe seizure of, on Long~Island, 825
Cattle, Shubael, petition of, to Massachusetts General

Court, - 746
Cerberus, British frigate, prize:3 captured by, - 358, 1019
Ceronio, Stephen, letter tOj from Secret Committee

of Correspondence, - -1198" 1213
Certificate, John Pierce's, relating to Captain Johnson, 856

G~neral Clinton's, relating to Captain Johnson] ~ 855
Of Selectmen of Pepperell, in favour of Aaron

Wood, - 951
Of IVIajor Williams, in favour of Captain Long, - 1033
Of Moses Yeoman, - 1222
Of Thomas Muse, '- 1279
Of inljstment in the Navy of So nth-Carolina, - 1327

Certificate of loan, form ofl - 1386
Chace, Nathaniel, senteneed to be flogged, - 473
Chambaron, Chevalier d'Antignac, memorial of, tU

Congressj - 1032
ChambiluJt, Mons. de, taken prisoner in Canada, - 928

Released at the request of the French GO\'ernour
of~t.Domingo, - - - - - - 1390

Chamber]ain, Ensign Benjamin! dismis:3ed for disobe-
dience of orders, &.c., ~ 1086

Chamberlain, Thomas, deposition of, - 155
Chamberhine, James Lloyd, letter from, to Maryland

Council of Safety, ~
-' - 135

Chambers, Rowland, Jetter from, to Governour Liv
ingston, - - 1237

Chambers, Stephen, appointed a First Lieutenant,
- 88
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Champeney, JonatlJan, appointed a Second Lieuten-
ant, - 1378

Champigny, Goueslardde, letter from, to Continental
Congress

_ _
- - 509

Champlai~-s~e Lake Champlain.
Champney, Mr., proceedings of a court-martial for the

trial of,
_

- 882
Chandler, John. charges John Grout with being an

enemy to his country, - 217

Channel-see English Channel.
Chapin, Leonard, appointed a Quartermaster, - - 477
Chapin, Lieutenant Phinehas, Jun., ordered to m[lTch

his men to join the Northern Army, -
=

7
4
2
60

1
Chaplain, extract from the Journal of a, - -
Chapman, Joseph) appointed Payma~ter to Colonel

Varnum's reuiment - - - - - - 1311

Charlestown, (NI~mber 'Four,) letter from Selectmen
of, to New-Hampshir~ Committee of Safe~y, - 208

Charlestown, South-Carolma, General Lee arnves at,
on his way to the North, ~ - 285

Charge of Judge Drayton to the Grand Jury of, - 1047.Presentment of the Grand Jury of, - - - 1059
Charlotte County (New-York) Committee, resolu-,

t;onsof _
- - - - - - - 1132

Chase, Eno~h, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 474
Chaiie, Colonel, letter to, from John Hurd, - - 423
Chase, Henry, (a prisoner,) petition of, to New-,York

Convention, - 666
Prays to [,e released from imprisonment, - 694

Chase, Samne], letter from, to General Gates, - 232, 429
Expresses respect and friendship for Gen, Schuyler, - 232
Delegate ill Congress from ~aryland, - - - 408
Letter from, to General SuJhvab, - - 1197

Chatham,John, commander of the priva.teer<I General
Lee" 79

Cheever,' Ezekiel, ietter from, to General Gates, - 332
Cherokee Indians-see Indians.
Chesher, Joseph, senttmeed to receive twenty lashes

for desertion, - - 613
Cheshire's, Captain Veeder an'd his company ordered

to the saw-mill at, - -
1037

Chester, General John, letter from, to Captain Isham, - 301
Chester, Colonel, orders to, from General Heath, - 855

Return of officersin the regiment commanded by, ~ 870
Chesterfield's Letters, a volume of, lent or taken from

Gates's Head-Quarters, ~ 4~N
Chevaux-de-Frise, calls (or information respecting the,

in Hudson's River, -
~ 689

.
Enemy's ships pass through the, - 943,958,973,875,978

Chew, Captain Richard, petition of a majority of the
Company of, to Maryland Council of Safety, 887

Child~ Captain Thomas, prizes taken by, - - 935
Chi]ton, John, appointed a Captain, - 1396
Chiney, William, pror~oted to an Ensigncy, - 1084
Chingoteague Inlet, fortification of, recommended, M 232
Chipley, WilJiam, recommended for an Ensigncy, - 560
Chipman, John, elected:]. First Lieutenant, - 1341
Christian, Colonel William, marches in pursuit of In~

dian" - 540, 1031
Penetrates to the heart of the Indian settlements on

the Tennessee River, - 1196
Christy, John, ordered to be whipped ror desertion, - 292
Church, Constant, an Indian, declaration of, - 168

Ordered into close confinement at Cambridge on
suspicion of being a spy, ~

- 269
Order for the discharO'e of, -

~ 800
Church, Sergeant Jsallc~ promoted to an Ensigncy, - 1083
ChlJreh, established, Strictures of a member of, on

"The Sentiments of the several companies of
Militia and Freeholders of Augusta," (note,) - 815

Cilley, Joseph, commissioned Lieuten::mt Colonel of
Third Battalion New~Hampshire troops, ~ - 1176

CJap,Preserved, resolve on the petition of. - 773
Clark, Abram, letter, to from Colonel Dayton, - - 1248
Clark, John, appointed a Captain of Associators, 82
Clark, John, Jun., appoint~d a Major in the Flying-

.m~ - _
Clark & Nightingale, letter from, to Richard'Devens, - 317

Letter from, to New-York Convention, -
. 357

Clark, Nathan, Chairman of Bennington Committee,
Letter from, to James Yancey, .. . 1223

Clark, Lieutenant, testimony of, on the trial of Cap~
laio Poole, - 1295

Clarke, James, petition of, to Maryland Council of
Safety, - 966

Letters from', to Maryland Council of Safety, - 966.
1268, ]308

Clarke, Joshua, letter from, to Maryla-ndConvention, 1261
Clarke, WiHiam,taken prisoner at Quebeck, escape o~ .486
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Clayjdf, W-illiam, Secretary to General Gates, -
~ 534

ClaysaddJe, Daniel, ~ommjssjoned a Captain, - - 636
Cleaves, Lieutenant Nathaniel, letter from, to General

Washington, . - 963
Clements, Sergeant, reduced to the ranks for

"
remiss~

ness of duty," . - tf'I- - 331
Clements, Leonard, discharged from the service, - 655

FOlJr months' pay advanced to, - 655
Cle~gYI remarks on, in a Jetter to London, - 463

P~tition from, to be exempt from the burthen of
civilofficers, ~

'Petition from, respecting incorporations for religious
and charitable purposes, - 48

Cleveland, Ebenezer, appointed a Captain, - 1378
Cleveland, Ebenezer, appoInted a Cha'Plain, . 1378
Clinton, Genera] George, letters from) to New-York

Convention, ]40.241, 310, 975
Complains of the desertion of the militia of his

brigade. - 246, 686
Letter fr01n, to Committee of New-York Conven-

tion, - 383
Orders to, fi'om General Washington, -

~ 607
Letters to, from New-York Committee of Safety, 689) 979
LeHers from, to John McKesson, - - 12.21,1312

Clinton, Genera] James, letters to, from General W<1sh-
ington, -

240, 300, 894
Letters frpm, to General tVashington, - 276,832
Earnestly requests a reinforc.ement of thE' fortresses

in the H;ghlands, - 672
Letter from1 to New-York Committee of Safety, - 674
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 676
Letters from,. to New-York Convention, 856, g97, 1285
Certificate or, relating to Captain Johnston) - ~ 857

Clocks, leaden weights taken from, in Pennsylvania, 3
Cloflin, Samuel, <1ppointed a Seeond Lieuten'ant, - 1378
Cloth, six thousand yards of, arrive from France, - 1136
Clothing. a quantity of, sent to Pennsylvania troops

in the F]ying~Camp, 69
A quantity of, received at Skenesbotough, - 142
N orthem Army in great want of, - - 246, 555
Amold'sfleet extremely bat'e of, - - 251
Sent by Governour Trumbull to the Northern de-

partmel1t, ~ 279
Silas Deane promises to send a large quantity of,

ffom France, - - 361
American Army in great want of woollen,. - 426
Washi~gton's Army in great want of, - - 520
Congress order, to be sent to the Northern Army, - 561
Resolves of Mas~aehusetts for procuring, for the

A~~ - m
Conneetient votes money for the purchase of, ~ 849
Colone] Curtenius purehases a large quantity qf, for

New-York troops, - .- 1135
Resolutions of Congress for suppJying the Army

with, - 1377
A suit of, voted to soldiers who inlist for the war, 1392

Cloustou, John, (Captain of s]oop Freedom,) instruc-
t;on, to, - 174,782

Iron baHast deJivered to, - 801
Cluff, Thomas, deposition of, - - 653
Cluggage, Captain Robert, letter to Colonel Hand, - 921
Clymer, George, elected a Delegate to Continental

CongresfI,
Appointed on a Committee to confer with General

Gates respecting the Northern Army, 561,922; 1142
Lett.er from, to the President of Congress, - - 1256

Coas, Captain, of (he privateer Warren, prizes taken
hv - - 346

A v~iuable prize ship sent into Cape Ann by, - 863
Cock, Rob-ert,promoted to a First Lieutenancy, . 721
Cockey, Ed ward, appointed a Colonel, - 642
Cadman, John, petition of, to Massaehusetts General

Court. - 752
Powder .voted to, - 757

Curlwise, Christopher, recommended for a Captaincy, 1266
Coffin, Captain Alexander, Jetter from, to Massachu-

setts Council, -
~ 539

Case of, recommended to the (',onsideration of Con-
gress, - 576

Coffin, Captain, takes a valuable prize, - 936, 1019, 1174
Coffin, Captain, escapes from Staten-Island., - 1009
Cohos, inhabitants of, in great terrom of the Indians, 147

Plan of inhabitants of, to obtain .the protection of
British troops in Canada, - - 149

Coit, Colonel Samuel, JeHer to, from Colonel Living-
stont - 811

Excused from marching to New-York, - - 386
Coit, \ViJIiam, letter from, to Richard Devens,. . 950

Ordered on a cruiae, . - 1209

48

6
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Colborn, Jeremiah, flints, powder, and lead, deli\'ered
to, - - 776

Colbourne, Major, appointed to command the Rangers
latCilyunder Colonel KnowJton, ~ 843

Colburn, Benjamin, deposition of, against William
Gardner, - 740

Colburn, Jeremiah, petition of, to Massachusetts Gen-
eral Court, - 729

Colchester Point, on Onion River, an advantageous
post for the defence of the frontier, - - 111

Colden, David, address of, _to Governour Tryon, - 1164
Cole, Elisha, deposition of, - 538
Cole, Philip, appointed a Colonel of Pennsylvania

Associators," 82
Cole, William, appointed a First Lieutenant in the

Flying.r,amp,- - 644
Colems, Christian de, appointed a Major by bre-

vet, - 407, 1361
Two months' pay advanced to, - 1374

CoJJyer, Isaac, petition of, to MassachuseUs General
Court, - 752

Powder voted to, - 757
Colt, Peter, agent for Commissary-General Trumbull, 226
Columbus, Continental ship, three valuable prizes cap~

tured by, - 595
Comet, South-Carolina brig 'of war, Captain Turpin,

captures ship Clarissa, - 285
Edward AJlen, commander o~ - 1324
To be sent to the West Indies, for seamen, 1328

Commissary of Clothing, to be appoihted for each
Army of the United States, ~ 1393

George Measam elected, for the Northern Army, - 1403
G€neral Washington authorized to appoint, for the

Army under his immediate cGmmand, - 1403
Commissioners, Pennsylvania appoint, to form the

Flying.Camp, -
Appointed to collect assessments upon Non-Asso-

ciators, - 43, 44
Election of, for raising the Flying-Camp, 50
Appointed to visit Pennsylvauia troops at New-

York and Ticonderoga, -
Commission and instructions to, -
Appointed by Cong-ress to settle Anny accounts,

arrive at Albany, - 342,614
Some account of the proceedings of the British, ~ 562

Commissioners, to negotiate a treaty "lith France-
Letter from Committee of Secret Correspondence,

accompanying instructions to, - .. 839
Instructions to, - ~ 1211
Instructions proposed to be given to, to foreign

States, - 1358
Election of, 1379, 1410
Letters of credence to, - 1381
Pay of, - 1382
Additional instructions tal (note,) - 1404
Directed to procure from the French Court eicrht

line-of-battle ships, - - -'" - -
~ _

1409
Commissioners for Indian Affairs, letter from, to Com-

mittee of Congress, 511
Account of their proceedings, ~ 512
Visited by som~ of the Chippewa and Seneca Indians, 512
Report of William Wilson to the, - 514

Commissioners for Pennsyhania, letter from, to Gen-
eral Washington,

- 1202
Con1missions, Pennsylvania Convention to grant, to

officers for the Flying-Camp, -Blank, delivered to Commissioners appointed to
form the Flying-Camp,. 21

General Ten Broeck requests a supply of blank, - 679
Resolve fQr continuing, in Massachusetts, - 772
"United States" to be substituted for "United Col-

onies" in all, -
_

1335
Commit~ee appointed by Congress to visit Washing-

ton 8 Head-Quartersl ~ - -
~

_
1373

Report of the, (note,) -
_

1385
Leuer to, from Colonel Reed,

_

826
Committee of Seeret Correspondence-see Secret

Correspondence, Committee of.
Committees-see names of States, Counties, &c.
Commodore of the Fleet of Pennsylvanial Samue]

Mifflin appointed,
.

61, 63
Samuel Mifflin declines appointment of, 70
Thomas Seymour appointed, 74
Instructions to the, 74
Directed to get the fleet in a proper state of defence, 86

Comstoc.k, Adam, appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel,
- 1333

Comstock, Ethan, petition of, to Massachu~etts Gen-
eral Court, . 764

Confederationl no progress making with the, - 2721 324
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19

Conference~ of Committee of Congress with Lord
Howe-

Propo,ed by Lord HalVe, - 1329
Mr. Witherspoon's speech on, in Congress, - - 178
Resolutions of Congress on Lord Howe's proposaJ for, 1331
Appointment of Commiltee, - 1332
Resolutions of Congress on,. to be sent to General

Washincrton - - - - - - - 1333
Letter fro~ Pre'sident of Congress to General Wash.

ington, informing him of, - - 233
Dr. }'ranklin to Lord Ho~e on, - - 234
Letter from General Washington to Lord Howe,

enelosing Dr. Franklin's letter, ~ 257
Lord Howe to Dr. Franklin on, - - 274
Report of Committee on, ~ 1342
Report of Committee on, orrlered to be published, 1343
Remarks of Josiah Bartlett on, in a letter to G€neral

Folsom, - - 119
Remarks of Josiah Bartlett on, in ]etters to William

Whipple, 137, 272, 323
Remarks of Josiah Bart]ett on, in letters to John

Langdon, 105, 253
Remarks of John Adams on, in ]etters to Mrs.

Adam" - 192, 324
Remarks of Genera] Lee on, in a letter to the Presi-

dent of Congress, - - 972
Account of, in a letter from New-York, published

in the London Chronicle, - 563
Americanus on, ~ 914
A Country Gentleman on, - - 1043

Conkling, Major Thomas, parole of, - 1027
Congress, Continental-

Recommend to Pennsylvania Convention lo take
measures for procuring lead,

Resolve of, for <lisarming Non-Associators, not ef~
fectuaHy ex.ecuted, -

Request Pennsylvania Convention to nominate Field
OffiCNS of a frontier battalion, -

Pennsylvania Convention requested by, to increase
her quota of militia for the Flying-Camp, - 7

Loan to Pennsylvania one hundred thousand dolJars, 28
Request Pennsylvania to forward aid to New~York, 34
Affairs of New-York engross the attention of, - 118
Resolve that 110damage shall be done to the city of

New-York,
_

135
Petition of Jeremiah Halsey to, - - 137
LeUer to, from John HeyJiger, - 156
Letter to, from Cornelius Haight, ~ 157
Petition of John Pau] Schott to, -

_
157

Decline tD confer with Lord Howe <f as private gen-
tlemen

" - 192
Comm]tt~e of, appointed to confer with Lord Howe, 192
Strietures of Colonel Reed on, - 198
Authorize the exchange of Genera]s Prescott and

McDonald for Generals SuHivan and Stirling, ~ 233
Resolution of, jn relation to carrying the maiJs, - 256
Petition of Seth Warner to, ~ 273
Order the inlistment of ninety regiments for five

years, .
- 324

Return of Committee of, appointed to confer with
Lord Howe, - 324

Requested to forward' tents, camp-kettles, &c., to
Washington's Army, - 381

In account current with the State of New-York, ~ 420
Called upon to fonn an article against plundering,

&c" in the Army, . - 446
Determine to augment the Army, and to engage

the troops for the war, - - - - - 488
Letter to, from M. Champigny, 509, !:.I22
Resolutions of, respecting the Northern Army, - 561
Appoint a Committee to confer with General Gates

respecting the Northern Army, - 561
Letter from CoI. Reed, tothe Committee of, at Head-

Quarters, to inquire into tbe state afthe Army, ~ 826
A fulJ repreBentation of the several States in, abso-

lutely necessary,
- 838

Appoint Dr. Franklin, Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Deane
to negotiate a treaty with France, - 839

Advance one hundred thousand dollars to New-
York Convention, -

_
884

Should determine the mode by which promotions
are regu]ated, - - 892-

Letterfrom a Committee of, toNew- York Convention, 925
Resolution of, for the purchase of blankets. &c.,

- 926
Names of the Committee appointed to carry the

ahove resolution into effec.t, ~ 926
Committee of, forward ten thousand doHars to New-

York Convention for the purchase of blankets, &c., 925
Loan one hundred thousand dollars to New-York, 926

3

3

5

60
60

21
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Congl'eSSj Continental-Continued.
Penn!'iyJvania CounciJ of Safety to, ~ 939
Resolution of, relative to the trial of Ensign

McCumber, - 945
Strictures of Genera] Lee on tbe proceedings of, ~ 1035
Re:3o!ve:- of, relative to Continental Ageutsl A - 1114
Letter from <lCommittee of, to General Gates, - 1142
Reso]utions of, respecting prisoners, - - - 1185
WaRbington's despatches tar said to be stolen from

the express) at Bristol, - 1269
Proceedings of, -, 1329-1418

Congress, pri'iateer, commission. granted for the) 79
Connecticut-

Instructions from a town in, to their Representa-
tives) - 113

An the troops of Horse o~ east of Connecticu,t
River. ordered to New-York, - 188

Nine reO'iments of Militia and two of Horse ordered
to m;'rchtowardsNew-York, - - 188

Spirit and zeal of the people o~ - - 278
ProcJamation by the GO\'ernour of, - 535, 1171
The whole of the Militia from, discharged by \Vash-

ington, 494, 549
Cowardi'~e of the troops of, on the landing of the

British on New-York Island, - 1013
Resolutions of the G~neral Assembly o~ - 1172, 1173
Positions of the Militia of: under the command of

General SaJtonstaH, - - 828
Proposed appointment of officers for, - 959, 960

Connecticut Assemb\y-
Letter to, from the PIesident of Congress. - - 136,

489, 839, 953
Address of "A MiJitia-M,J,O" to, - 983
Memorial of Stonington Committee to, - 1003
Petition of the town of Groton to, - 1004
ResoJution of, in relation to Colonel Ethan ABen

and others, - 1225
Connecticut Council of Sqfety-

Proceedings of, - 114,129,143, 188,226,266,280,
295,305,386,422,557, 575, 848, 1171, 1194, 1208,

1259, 1302
Order the purchase of sheep for the Northern Army, 226
Advise the Govcrnour to permit. James Church to

go to the West-Indies for a ]oad of salt, - - 386
Vote to supply distressed citizens from Long-Island

with necessaries, - 387
Vote of, to provide hospitals for the sick, &c., from

the Army at New-York, ~ - 387
Instructjons from, to Captain John DeshoIJ, - - 848
Proceedings of, relative to the expedition to Long-

Island, - - 1002
Resolutions of, in relation to the Cannon Foundry, 1172
Memorial of Adam Babcock to, - M1277

Connecticut Counc.;1 of War-
Letters to, from Colonel Livingston, 170, 225

Connel!, Danie]j sentenc.ed to be flogged for deser-
tion, - 551

Connell, \ViHiam, appointed Commander of armed
schooner General Thompson, -

Connolly, .Mrs. Susanna, letter from, to the President'
of Congress, - - 254

Conrad, George, appointed a Firi:it'Lieutenant, - 82
Consideration, on the Proceedings of a Meet]ng held

at Philadelphia, - 1152
Conspiracies, Committee for the detection of, in New

York, - 1189
DiscO\'ery o~ upon Cortlandt's Manor, New- York~ 711,

712, 714, 724, 829

INDEX, 1440

80

Cook, lNiJliam, appointed CoJonel of Twelfth Battal~
ion of Pennsylvania Regulars, M 79

Cooke, George, appointed CommanderofshipDefence, 308
Letters from, to Maryland Council of Safety, 458,487,

488, 863, 1291
Cooke, George, Jetter from, to Commodore Boucher. 488

Prizes captured hy, - 863, 1291
Cooke, Nir.holas, Goyemour of Rhode-Island-

Letters from, to Genera] Washington, - 207, 912, 1133
Lctters to, from William Ellery, - - 210,989, 1248
Letters to, from Massachusetts Council, 316,538, 1070,

1089
Letters to, from General Washington, .. 367, 1009, 1094

. Lctters to, from Genera! Greene, - - 396, 996, 1076
Letter to, from CoJonel Babcock,

,
- 442

Letter to, from Governollr Trumbull, - 1208
Corbett, Thomas, appointed a Commissioner of South-

CaroJina Navy Board, - 1323
Corbin, 'William, required to give security for his good

uebuiollf. . -.. 631
Cordage, Ge].1~raJGates jn the greatest distress for, - 705

Reso]ve for sl.1pplying General Gates with, - .. 705
Corn, Lieutenant, wounded in the battle on Long-

Island,
' - 882

Cornel1, Daniel, an enemy to his country, - 1276
Con:espondence, New. York Convention appoint a

Committee of, - - 713
Cortlandt, CoJooel Philip, Jetter to, from General

Gates, - 278
Letters from, to General Gat~s, 335, 342, 573, 860

Cortlandt's Manor, conspiracies discoveI'ed upon, - 829
Costigan, Lieut. LewisJohnston, complaint against, - 344

Letter from, to General Gates, - - ~ - 1088
Costjgan, Ehsign, senten.ced (0 be reprimanded, ~ 1082
Cottle, Jabez" depositiolJ o~ against Samuel Sprague, - 755
Cottle, ShubaeJI petition of, to Massachusetts Court, 758
Coudray, ~ieur du, Articles of Agreement between,

and StJas Deane, - 288
Council of f'.reneraJ Officers-

Held at New York,
- 237

Reconsideration of proceedings of proposed, - 326
Determination of, reconsidered a.ud reversed, - 829
To be held at Kjug's BI'idge, - 1026
Held at General Lee's Head-Quarters, ~

- 1117
Counc.ilof War, held at Williston, proceedings of, - 621

HeldatNew-London,- - -
_

- - 170
Counterfeiting, au ordiuance of Pennsylvania 8CTainst, 15

E!eazar Smith punished for, - . ~ - 1082
County Conventions and Committees, "Speculator"

on, - - 339
Country Gentleman, letter from, to his friend in Bos-

ton, _
1043

Couriers, resolve for procuring, - 764
Court of Inquiry, ordered 00 the condL1ctorCoL Van

Cortlandt and Major Day, - 992
Ordered on the (]i:<pute between Mr. Fisk, the

Engineer, and l\tr. Kimsey, the "Tagonmaster, - 993
Court-Martial-

Remarks of Capt.ain J. P. Jones on sentences of,
- 173

Proceedings of, on Lieutenant Marshall, - 175
Proceedings of a General, held at Harlem Heights, 467,

498, 550, 569, 589, 610,929
On Ensign Macumber, dedine to give Congress

reasons for lheir verdict, - 500, 943, 944, 945
Proceedings of a General, held at King's Bridge, 550,

551, 590,883
Ordered for the trial of Captains 'Weisner.and SCOIl, 606
ProceedingH of a Gener<J.I,on. C:lptain "Visner,

- 610
Sentence Captajn Weisner to.be cashiered, - - 613
Ordered for tbe trial of Lieutenant Levi WiJlill and

Ensign Job Todd, . - 654
Proceedings of! held <1t Mount \Vashinaton, on

Mr, Champney,
0 _

882
ReqU€3ted to reconsider their finding in the case of

Captain Weisner, 895
Defend their verdict, - - 895
Proceedings of a, held by order of Gen. Heath, 930, 948
Proceedings of a Brigade, - - 1139, 1140
Proceedillgs.of a General, held at White-Plains, 1242~ 1294
Proceedings of a General, held by order of General

Lee,
' - 1295

Rule;, {or government of, - 1370
Courtney, Hercu]es, eJecteJ a First Lieutenant of Ar-

til1ery.
CQwal'd, Richard, appointed Mai:iter of schooner Dol-

phin,
- 656

Cowardice, to be punished with death, - 415
Cowing, Jame~, deposition of, against Samnel Sprague, 755
Cox, Ezekiel, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - - 642

See Disaffected Persons.
Con~titutioll of Pennsylvania, - 51
Conti-, to the People of Pennsylvania, - 430

Postseript to tbe Address of, - 432
Continent, resolves relative to vouchers of acc.oullts

(lO'ainstthe, - - - 765
Conti~enra( Agents, list of, - 1114

OnJered to account with Madue Committee, - 1144
Continental Bills of Credit-see BiBs of Credit.
Continental Currency, Essay on, by "Conti-,"

_
430

General Gates furhids the receipt of any othel' than, - 477
Continental Figates, Massachnsctt,:; resolves to aid in

fitting out ol1e of the, - 736
Resolve for furnj~hing the Agent for building the,

with guns for one of them, - - ... . 768
Difficulty o~ manning the, - .. - - - 1070

Cook, Ensign, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 617

1

Cook, Lieut. Stanley, CoJoneJ Ennals requests a Court..
Martial for the trial of, w - - - - 1236

Complaint of, against Captain Byers, - M - 1278
Cook, Thomas) appojnted a First Lieotenant, -

_
1340

80



1441

Cox, Isaae, appointed Paymaster for Pennsylvania
troops in Continental servict!, - 69

Resigns his commission, -
~ ~

- - 88
Cox, John, elected a member of Pel]nsylv~lIia Coun-

cil of Safety, - 37
Letter to, from William Atlee, - 971

Coxspur, Georgia, three British vessels of war sta-
tioned off, - 863

Crabtree, Agreen. proceedings or, in Liverpool, Nava-
Scotia - - 1316.

Crafts, Tho'mas. memorial of, to Massachusetts Coun-
cil - - 766

Crafts, 'colonel, order for supplying the regiment of,
with muskets, - - 806

Crag.&!',Thomas, petition of, to Massachusetts General
Court, - 748

.Craig, Captain Thomas, appointed a Lieutenant Col.
onel, - - - - - - - 616,1335

Crane, Joseph, Surgeon to Col. Pawling's regiment, - 469
Crane, Thaddeus, Chairman of Westchester (Ne-.y-

Yark) Cammjttee, letter from! to Major Bene-
dict, - 373

Crane, Thomas, one large Copper delivered to, for use
of powder-mill, - 769

Cravath &. Dugan, letter to, from Maryland Council
of Safety, - 838

Crawford, Captain Arthur, captures three valuable
prizes, - 936, 1019

Crawford, James, appointed Major ofTweJfth Battalion
of PennsyJvania Regulars, 79

Crawford, John, appointed a Second Lieutenant, .. 1340
Crawford, Colonel \Villiam, letter from, to General

Washington, - - 404
Appointed Colonel of Seventh Virginia Battalion,.. 1395

Creagar, Valentine, appointed a Captain,
_

638
Creed, Major, bearer of despatches from Lord and

Genera] Howe, arrives at London) M 811
Crcgier, Captain Thomas, his crew complain of his

conduct - -
M

-
_

..
_ _

215
Letter fro~, to New-York Convention, - .. 553
Letter from, to Peter R. Livingston, .. 572
Crew of the Putnam refuse to sene, - 714
Advises that his vessel be laid up, or sold, - 720

Cremarty, Thomas, permitted to go to England, - 795
Crespigny, Claude, letter from, to Ralph tzard, 190
Crommit, Moses, sentenced to be flogged, - 373
Cromwell, Stephen, appointecJ a Second Major, ~ 642
Crown-Point-

Arnold desired to return a detachment of Colonel
Hartley's regiment to, .. 204

Heavy cannonading heard atj
_

204, 353
Great importance of maintainingj

_
204

Colonel Hartley ordered to abandon, in case of the
defeat of the fteet, - - 204

Grape shot greatly wanted at, ~ 556
A coupJ.e oftbol1sandrnuskel cartridges wanied at, - 556
Very uuhealthy, - - 9S1
Enemy approaching, - .. 1028
Americans eyacuate, and retire to Ticonderoga, .. 1040
Enemy's fleet three miles below, and" their army

doubtless at their hee)s," - .. ]080
Enemy in possession of, - 1144, 1206
Movements of the eoemy in theneighbourhood of, - 1144

Croxall, Charles Moale, appointed a Second Lieu-
tenant, - - 308

Cruise of the sloop-of-war Providence, account of the, 1303
Cuddeback, Abraham, Jun., promoted to a Captaincy, 721
Cumberland County, New York, proceedings of Com-

mittee of, in the case of John Grout, ~ 216
Proceedings of New-York Committee of Safety on

a letter from the Committee of, 722, 724
Notification for a town-meeting in, - 883

Cumberland, Pennsylvania, proceedings of Committee
of, - - 1201

Cumming, John Noble, letter from, to Dr. Scudder, ~ 1244
Cunningham, James, prisoner, order re3pecting, - 633
Cunningham, James, return of officersin the regiment

of the Flying-Camp eommanded by, - 873
Cunningham, Joseph, commis.sioned Commander of

the privateer Phrnnix, - 787
Cunningham) Robert, appointed a Tbjrd Lieutenant, ~ 1378
Curgenven, James! suspected of being inimical to the

American cause, - 374
Cited to <lppearbefore Connecticut Assembly, ~ 375

Currenc.Y-f'ee BiJls of Credjt.
Currie, Dr. William, asks leave to resign his commis~

sion as Surgeon, -
~

- -
_

~ 61
Curry, Nicholas, disabled by accident) allowed half

pay)
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Curtenius, ColonelPeter T., letters fromjto NewMYork
Convention, - - 3.51,1135, 1219

Account of ball and flints delivered hy, - 830
Curtis, Francis, (pl'isoner,) applies to Massachusetts

Councd to be exchanged, .. 116
Curtis, James! appointed an Ensign, - 634
Curtis, Seth, letter from, to Captain E. Hasbrouck, ~ 1273
Cmwen, Samuel, letter from, to Judge Sewall, ~ - 1317
Cushiog, John, letter from, to Massllchusetts Council, 1018
Cu!,:hjng, Thomas, letter tOj from Marine Committee, 427

Memorial of, to Massachusetts Council, - 805
Military stores delivered to, - - 805

Custis, John, arrjval of, at Baltimore, .. 510
Cuyler, Jacob, letter froIll, to New-York Com'ention, 356

76
91

D.
Dallam) Richard, Deputy Payrnasler-General-

Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, .. - 192
Letter from, to tbe President of Congress, - 193. 350
Letter from, to Michael Hillegas, -

a .1024
Two hundred thousand dollars sent to, for the use

of the Flyiog-Camp, &.c., - 1333
Forty thousand dollars sent to, for the use of the

Flying-Camp,- - 1402
Dames)John, elected a First Major, ~ 405
Danbury, Connecticut, letter from Committee of, to

Ebenezer Lockwood, - 1194
Daniel) J amef1, sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes

and forfeit two months' pay, _
1283

Dargie, James, petition of, to IVIassachusetts General
Court, - 800

Darrell, Edward, letter to, from South-Carolina Navy
Board, - 1325

Davenport) John, prisoner, examination of, - 597
David, John, Lieutenant of a gondola, authorized to

inlist fifty men, - 656
Davies, William, elected Deputy Mustermaster-Gen-

eral for the Flying-Camp, - 1389
Davis, Abner, resigns his eommission, 90
Davis, Benjamin, Jun., prisoner, letter from) to James

Bowdoinj - 984
Davis! John) sentenced to be flogged fi)r desertion, - 238
Davis, John, deposition of, . 652
Davis, Colonel Joshua, letter from, to General Wash-

ington, - - 282
Davi~, tVil!iam, declines the appointment of Deputy

Musterma8ter-General to the Flying-Camp, - 1032
Dawes, Thomas, elected Lieutenant-Colonel ofEoslon

relliment of Mililia, - 753
Dawes,~WiHiam, elected Second .Major of Boston re-

giment of MiJitia, - . - 753
Day, Elkanah, Clerk of. Cnmherlaud Committee of

Safety, .. 217
Letter from, to New-York Convention, - .. 1207

Day, James, Adjutant of Colonel Tyler's regiment, - 872
Day, Thomas, a deRerter, examination ofj and intelli-

gence received from,
- 532

Testimony on oath of, a 592
Dayton, ColoneJ Elias, letters from, to General Schuy-

ler, - 247, 859
Letter to) from Thomas Spencer, .. ~ 247
Letter to, from Onondaga Chiefsj -

_
248

Letter from, to Gen€ral Gates} - 355
Ordered to Fort George, - 999
Ordered to Ticonderoga, - 1028

Deakins, William, Juu., letter from, to Maryland
Council of Safety, ..

- 117
Deams) Frederick, appointed a Captain. ~ .. 308

Letter from, to Maryland COLlncdof Safety,- 1)48,1261
Dean, Jame5, c.harge of, against Walter Livingston,

(note,) - - - - - - - - 1336
Deane, Jacob, refuses to take Continental money, - 1123
Deane) Silas, letter,,; from, to C. W. F. Dumas,

- ~ 283,
849, 916, 951, 1020

Articles of Agreement entered into between, and
Sieur du Coudray, - - 283

Letters from, to Robert Morris,. - 361,601, 1235
Letters from, to the Secret Committee, ~

- 809,
937, 1090, 1091, ]234

Letters to, from the Commiuee of Secret Corre-
spondence, 819, 839, 1197, 1198, 1214

Appointed Commi9siDner to the Court of Fninct', ~ 1379
Letter from, tQ .he President of Congress, .. 1092
Letter from, to Wi.lliamBingham, ~ 1092

Deans, Captain, letter to, from Maryland Council of
Safety, - 117

De Berruyer, M., Jetter from, to General Washingl,on, 269
De Bois, Pierre Franq0(S, appointed a Major by brevet, 1390

Two months' pay advanced to, 1393
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Debtors, confined in the jail of Philadelphia, pray to
be re]eased,

Ordinance of Pennsylv<lnia to compel, to give
security in certain cases, ~ ~ - - 39

Report of a biB in New-York Committee of SafP-ty,
for the relief of, - 704

De ChEimbeau, Sieur de, prisoner, release of, requested
by the Compte d'Emery, Governor-General of the
French part of St. Domingo, - - - - 928

General \Vashington recommends to Congress the
releaseo~ -9~

Cow:rress acrree to release of, - - - ~ 1396

Gen~ral W~shington informs the Compte d'Emery
of the relea3e of, - 928

Decker, John, sentenced to receive twenty lashes for
desertion, - 613

Declaration of Lord and General Howe, - 398, 565
Explanation of the, - 398

Declaration of Committees of Suffolk County, New~
York, - 1220

Declaration-see Independence.
Dcclaration of RiO'hts, of Pennsylvania, 22, 52

Bv Delaware Convention, - . 286

Dee;field, Commiuee of, authorized to sell the per-
sonal estate of Nathaniel D,ickenson, - 777

Defence, Connecticut brig, . 886, 1209
Defence~ Maryland ship, - - 863, 1291
Defence, South-Carolina brigantine, - - - 1323
De Haas, CoJoneJ Philip, recommended to Congress

for promotion, - - - -. 6
47

1
7
5

De Harl. Cyrus, appointed an Ensign,
De Hart, Co]onel Wj]Jjam, letter from, to Goyernour

Livincrston ~ - ~ ~ - - - 834
Letter f~om, t'o Theunis Day and John C. Symes, - 1258

De la Bussiere, M.t captured by the enemy on J]is way
to Philadelphia, - 161

De Lancey, General Oliver-.
Endeavours to raise a brigade of Tories on Long-

Island, - 494
A Brif1adier-GeneralunderHowe, - - - 504
Offersoa reward for the head of Colonel Livingston, 504
Letter from, to Colonel Coulding, - 505
Orders of, to Colonel Fanning, - 505
Adverti8ement of, for recruits, ~ 505

De Lanc.ey, Mrs., requests permission to return to West-
Chester}

_
- 894

Rep]y enclosed to General Howe,- ~ - 919
Delap, Samuel &. J. H., despatehef:! for Silas Deane

enclosed to] - 1198
Delaware, State of-

Declaration of Rights of, - 286
Gallantry of the troops of, in the battle on Long-

Isl.nd, -
840, 882

A return of the officers of the regiment of, at Head~
Quarters, - 898

Delaware Convention, Proceedings of, - 285
Letters to, from the President of Congress, - 136, 489
Letter from, to the Board of War, - 424
Letter from, to the President of Congre:ss, - 425

Delegat~s in Congress-
E!eetion of Pennsylvania, - 6
Instruetions to the Pennsylvania, - 11
Letters from New-York Committee of Safety to, 260,998
Letters from Maryland C08DCil of Safety to, - 407. 541
Letters from New-York Conventjon to, . 418,709
Letter to New-York Convention from, - 926
Letter from Council of Virginia to, - 986
Letter from Colonel Smallwoodto the Maryland, - 1205
Letter fl:om Peter Adams 10 the Maryland, - 1308

DeJezeuue, Christopher Joseph) appointed an A::;sistant
Engineer, - 617

D'Emery, Compte, Governour of St. Domingo-
Letter from, to General Washington, - 928
Letter to, from General Washington, - 928

Democracy, principles o~ prevail universaJly in the
A=~ -~

Demophilus, to the People of Pennsylvania, - 957
Denaquara, Joseph, an Indian, money voted for the

fo!upportof, . 775
Dennison~ Captain, extract of a letter from, ~ 134
De Pey:ster, Abraham tV., deposition of, against Joseph

Reade, - 680
Deposition-

Of Daniel Hall against Colonel Porter and others, - 149
Of John Bayley relative to a treasonable plan, - 150
Of Joseph Hayes against Asa Porter, - - 151
Of Ebenezer Rice against Asa Porter, - - 152
Of Thomas Minor again8t Asa Porter, -

~ 152
Of Edward Buckman against Asa Porter, - 152

INDEX. 1444

De position- Cont'lnued.
Of Robert Haseltine :igainst Asa Porter, - 153

Of John Sanborn against Asa Porter, - - 153
Of Joshua Howard against Asa Porter, - 154
Of Benjamin H?ll against Colonel Porter, - 154
Of Ephraim Wesson against Colonel Porter, r 154
Of Thomas Chamberlain af1ainstDaniel Half, ~ 155
Of Ezekiel Ladd in relatio; to Colonel Porter, - 155
Of Noah Moulton as to the characler of Daniel Half, 155
Of Daniel Ranney~ ~ 218
Of Elisha Cole, , - 538
Of Thomas Day, - - 592
Of Edward Pettitt, - 645
Of Mary Robhins, - 646
Of J o,eph Robins, - 646
Of Joshua 8olby, - - 646
Of William Townsend~ - 647
Of S.muel Parker, - 647
Of M3tthew Hopkins, - - 648
Of Philip Rain, - - 648
Of William Handy, - 648
Of Bartley Tounsend, - - 649
Of Isaac Hammond, - 649
OfNichola8 Hamon, - 649
Of Stephen Riley, - 649
Of Barclay White, - 650
Of Hugh VesterYI - 650
Of Solomon Butler, - 651
Of John Davis, - - 652
Of Smith Lingo, -

~ 652
Of William Willis, - 652
or Thom., Cluff, - 653
Of Guisbert Schenek against William Warne, . 659
Of Abrabam De Peyster against J oseph Reade~ - 680
Of Nathaniel Thuring against 1\"'jJJiam Gardner, - 739
Of Benjamin Colburn against William Gardner, - 740
Of Stephen Barden a~ainst Samuel Sprague, ~ 755
OfJamesCowenagainst Samuel Sprague, ~ - 755
Of John Burgess against Samuel Sprague, - - 755
Of Jabez Cottle against Samuel Sprague, - . 755
Of David E\'an~ against Franci:sSanderson, . - 10Q5
Of John Rowe, - - 1045
Of William B. Al2er, - - 1123
Of Josepb Payn, Sen., - 1279

Depuy, Benjamin, to New-York Convention, - ~ 502
Derby, Elias Hasket) petition of, to Massachusetts

Conncil, - - 745
Derby, Riehard. Jun., appointed to lay claim to the

shjp Lord Dartmouth, - 765
Instructions to, from Ma3sachusetts CounciJ, - 943
Letters from, to Massachusetts CCi)Uncil,- - 943, 1175
Letter [rom, to Richard Devens) - - 1045

Deserters, resolves of Pennsylvania Convention re-
specting.-

From the British Armies and FJeet, jnteJIjgence re-
ceived from, 203, 381, 484, 509, 523, 532, 1076, 1202

Committees of Dutchess and Westchester desired
to apprehend, - - 242

Three, advertised by Captain Jordan, - - 362
Two Albany skippers with supplies for the Army, - 373
Severe examples ought to be made of some of the, 549
Sent.ences of Courts-Martial on, - -

551,
590,613,629,992, 1296

From Montreal, sent to General Gates for exami-
nation, - 599

General Howe offers a pardon to al], who shall sur-
render themselves, - - 603

Colonel Li.rngston complains of, - - 622
G€neral Clinton informs New-York Convention of, 686
Resolution to prevenl harbouring, - 687
From the AmerIcan Army, supported by the disaf~

feeted, - 714
Deshon, Captain John, instructions to, . 848
Despatches, Washington's, said to be stolen from the

express) at Bristol, - - 1269
Committee appointed to recover, - - 1414
Report of Commiuee, - - 1417

Detroit, Speech of the Governourof, to the "''''yandots, 516
Dench, Lieutenant Roger, promoted to a Captaincy, 1083
Devens, Richard, Jetter to, from Isaac Lathrop, - 133, 317

Letter to, from Elnalhan Bates, . 133, 317~ 442
Letter to, from Clark & Nightingale, ~ 317
Letter to, from Joseph Josselyn, - 317,318
Letter to, from Aaron Hobart, 359, 560
Letter to, from Walter Spooner, - - 594
Letter to, from Nathaniel Guild, - - 594
Letter to, from Richard Derby,Jun., - 1045
Letter to, from William Sever~ ~ 1209
Letter to, from OJiver Prescott, - 1227

22
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De Vermonet, Monsieur, appointed a Major by brevet, 1360

I

Donning, Riehard, appointed an Assistant Surgeon in
Two months' pay advanced t01 - 1361 the Flying-Camp,- - - - - - 628

De Vernejout, Jean Jfouis, appointed a Captain by Donoval, Daniel, sentenced to be flogged for plunder-
brevet, - 407 inO"a house - - - - - -

_
291

Two months' pay advanced to, . 1374 DooJittle, Ephra{m, :Moderator of a Town-Meeting at
Dewees, WiUiam, Sheriff of Philadelphia, 7 Petersham. _

576
De Witt, A., Jetter from, to Matthew Can tine, - - 613 Dorchester Heights, importance of fortifying,

_

624
De \Vitt, Uapl3in, trial of, for Jiheraling a prisoner Doria, remarks by, on tbe Paper addressed to the

under sentence of death, - . 948 People of Pennsylvani~,
-

_
433

oDe Witt, Charlcs, letter to, from Hubert Ostrander, - 980 Dorset, (New-Hampshire Grants}) proceedings of a
Leuer from, to New-York Convention, - - 1222 Convention held at - - - -

_ _
528

Dexter} David, appointed Brigade Major to Colonel Dor3cy, Ely, appointed 'a Second Lieutenant, - - 627
Lippees brigade, - - - - - - 992 Dorsey, Colonel Thoma$j letter from, to Maryland

Diamonll, privateer, ship captured by the, - 1260 Council of Safety, -
_

347
Dick, John, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - - 1378 Dorsey, Richard, appointed a Third Lieutenant,

_
1342

Dickens, Thomas} sentenced to be flogged for desertion, 992 Dougherty, Ensign, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, 1083
Dickenson, J., appointed a First Lieutenant, - - 1083 Dougherty, Sergeant) promoted to an Ensigncy, _

1083
Dickerson, Captain, letter to, from H. Glen, - 184 Douglass, Ephraim) e]p.cted a Quartermaster,

_ _
1338

Dickinson, Colonel John, complain8 of the desertion Doug]ass, George) sentenced to reeeive thirty-nine
of Pennsylvania Associators, 20, 22 ]ashes, ~ - - - ~ - -

_
929

Dike, Colonel Nicholas, letter from, to Massachusetts Douglass, Captain, (Britlsh,) letter from, to Mr. Ste-
Council, - ~ 268 phens, _

1]78
Sends an Indian spy to Massachusetts Council, - 268 Douglass, William, loses his arm by an accident while

Diligent, schooner, petition of the officers of the, to firing at the enemy,
-

_
332

MassaGhusetts Council1 ~ - 780 Douglass; Colonel William, return of Officers in the
Dimon, Jonathan, appointed Major of Connecticut regiment commanded by, _

880
Militia, ~ - 122 Return of absent officers ill the regiment corn-

Disaffected persons- manded by, _
905

Pennsylvania Council of Safety take measures of Doyle, John, appointed a Captain,
-

_
1331

defence against, 88 "Dragoons, Sixteenth Regiment of British, sail for New~
Action of Caroline County (Virginia) Committee in York, _

944
relation to, - 104 Arrival of, at New York!

_
1265

Letterfrom John White to Captain Platt, respecting, 352 Drake, Colonel Gilbert, letter to, from Major Benedict, 384
Letter fromThaddeus Crane to MajorBenedict, re- Orders from, to Captain Osborne) _ _ _

1078
spectinO" - - - - - - - 373 Drake,ColonelSamuel,returnof officersin the regi-

Letter fro~ Major Benedict to Colonel Drake, re- ment commanded by, _
906

specting,
- 384 Drake, Colonel Samuel H., letter from, to John Mc-

The <Lbove letters read in New York Convention, - 714 Kesson, ~
_

1097
An act of New-Jersey for punishing! - 865 Drayton, Judge William Henry, chal"ge of, to the
LeUer~from Samuel Ten Broeck to New York Con- Grand Jury of Charleston, - -

_ _
1047

"ention, respecting, - - . - 963, 977 Driver, Major M.ltthew, letter Jrom, to Maryland Con-
Letter from John Field to New York Convention, vention, -

_
560

respecting,
- 931 Dnane, Mr" Minutes by, ofa meeting of a Committee

Letter from Petrus Van Gaasbeck to New York with General Sclmylf!r, - - - ~ _
1190

Convention, respecting, - - 977 DubIin, extract of a Jetter from,
_

1278
Letter from New York Committee of Safety to Gen- Duche, Rev, Jacob, letter to, from the President of

eral Washington, respecting, - - 991 Congress, _
1269Letter from Robert H. Harrison to President of Con- Note from, to the Presidr.nt of Congress, _ _
1280gress, respecting, - 1034 Duck, a quantity of, delivered to Daniel Tillinghast, _
119

Letter from Committee of Poundriu"ge to New York Du Condray, Sieur, Articles o{ Agreement between,
Convention, respecting, - ~ 1066 and Silas Deane,

- - - -
_ _

283Letter from Henry Wisner to New York Conven- Dudfield, Captain}application in favour of, _
798

tion, respecting, - 1102 Permitted to s'ail for England, _
799

Seven, sent from Skenesborough to Litchfield, - 1142 Duer, WiHiam, letter from, to General Washington, _

453
Gr~at number of, in and about Albany, - 1143 Letters to, from Tench Tilghman, 523,528,870.896,920,
Letter from Colonel Welsh ~oNew Hampshire Com- 931,948, 1077, 1095, 1138, 1204, 1264, 1284, ]311

mittee of Safety, respecting, - 1314 Letters to, from Genera] Mifflin, M 1137, 1254
Proceedings in New Yark Convention respecting, 660, Letter to, from Robert H. Harrison, _

1165
669,688,694,697,712,713,714,715,717,724 Letter to, from Petrus Van Gaasbeck, _ _

1285
See Tories. Letter to. from Peter R. Livingston, _

1286
Disbrow, Josiah, apprehended a~ inimical, - 310 Duffy, Patrick, eleeted a Third Lieutenant of ArtjIIery, 80
Divil1e senice! to be performed in e\'ery brigade,

- 478 Dugan, Cumberland, letter to} from J\faryland Council
Division orders, 1096, 1164 of Safety, _

406
Dixon, Samuel, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 634 Dumond, Captain Egbert, letter from, to John l\lc-
Dobbs's Ferry, extract of a letter from, - 214 Kesson, ~

_

524
Post Office at, removed to Head-Quarters,

- 255 Ordered to render his accounts to the Treasurer, _

684
Ebenezer Hazard proposes a "post from, to Head- Dumas, Charles W. F.,letter from, to the Committee

Quarters, - 680 of Secret Correspondence, 99Enemy reported to ha\'e landed at, - 962 Letter to, from William Lee, 270
A detachment of troops ordered to, - 962 Letters to, from Silas Deane, - 283,849,916,951, 1020

Dobson, Henry, appointed a Fjrst Lieutenant, - - 636 Letter tOIfrom Arthur Lee) -
_

455Dodd, Timothy, despatches said to have been stoJen Letter to, from Dr. Franklin,
-

_
823

from,
- 1269 Letters to) from William Carmichael, 1179, 1260

Resolution of Congress in relation to the robbery of, 1414 Letteri'; tat from Committee of Secret Correspond-
Report of the Committee appointed to examine into ellce) l1~OJ 1213the robbery of; - 1417 Dunlap, James, appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel of
Committed to prison, - - 1418 Pennsylvania forces in Continental service,

DoggeU~Sa~uel, peliti.o~ to Massachusetts Council, 745 Dunmore, Lord} letters from, to Lord George Ger-
Doliver, P., l\fajor of J3W!ade}- - - - - 875 main, 158, 159, 161, 162
Dolphin, Maryland ~chooner, officers of, - - 656 Captures from fleet of, - 633, 634
Dolphin, privateer, petition of the owners of, - . 799 A number of Tories joUst in the service of

-
_

653
Donaldson, Joseph, ele-cted a mernher of Pennsylva- Sloop sunk by fleet of,

-
_

655
nia Council of Safety, 39,76 Letter to, from Lord George Germain,

-
_

1110Donehoe, Thomas, Court-Martial ordered on, - - 1195 Dunn, Henry, appointed an Ensign} _

308Donnavan, Daniel, petition of, to Massachusetts Gen- Dunn, Captain Samuel, takes a valuable prize, _

338, 359era] Court, - 788 Dunscome and Fraz~r, letter to, from Coli1modore
Permitted to go to England! - 788 Hopkins,- _

1043DonneHy, John, sentenced to be flogged! - 476 Dupuy) Samuel, promot.P.d to a.n Ensigncy,
_

721
Donneston, John, allowed to go to London, - 798 Dutchess County, proceedings of Committee of,

_
373

"
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Duvall, Georgej Clerk of Maryland Convention,. - 645
Du,"all, Samuel, Jetter from, to Maryland CouncIl of

Safe'y,
_ _ _ _ : - - - 1061

Dyer, Dr. Benjamin, account of, for drugs, &c., ordered
10be paid, - 849

E.

Eagle, privateer, a valuable prize captured by the, - 346
Earl of Abingdon, Address of, at WaJlingford, - 808
East-Ches1er, N. Y., smart skirmish near, between the

enemy and Colonel Glover's brigade, - 1130, 1138
Colone1 Glover's account of several skirmishes near, 1188
Extract of a letter from, - 1203

Easthampton, letter from Trustees of, to Governour
Trumbull, - 225

People of, take the oath of aIl~giance to George III, 252
Distressed situation of tlw people of, - - - 454
Committee of, revoke their former proceedings and

acknowledge alJegiance to the King, - ~ 1220
Easton, CaloneJ James, released from prison, - 12

Letter from, to the President of Congress, - - 911
East River, four of the enemy's ships of war enter the, 326

Six more of the enemy's ships pass up the, - - 351
Eccleston, Tbomas Firmin, appointed a Fir~t Lieu-

tenaut - - 630
Eddy, Jon;than, and others, late of Nova Scotia-

Petition of, to Massachllsetts General Court, - 733
Powder, ball and flints voted to, - - 735
Pork and bread voted tal - 746

Edgar, James, advance made to, for the purchase of
clothing,&.c., ~ ~ - - - - 849

Edget, Lieutenant, letter from, to New-York Conven-
tion, - no

Bdmenston, Major Wi1liam, prisoner, requests lean'
to wait on General Washington, - 614

Edward, schooner, permitted to go to Martinique, - 655
Edwards, Thomas, prisoner, petition of, to Massachu-

setts General Court, - 732
Eisenford, Captain John, 1etter to, from H. Glen, ~ 250
Elderkin, Dr. Joshua, directed to provide cloth for

JJammocks for ship Oli~'er Cromwell, -
~ 575

Elections, resolution of Pennsylvania Convention re-
specting, 49

Elizabeth, ship, appeal from sentence passed on, 1336,1382
Report on the ca8e of, - 1398

Elizabeth River, Lord Dunmore compelled to leave, 162
Elizabethtown, N. J., a large number of American

prisoners arrive at, from Canada, on parole, 538, 597
Jail of, filled with prisoners, - 853

Ellery, William, Delf)gate in Congress from Rhode
Island,letters from,to GovernourCooke,210,989, 1248

EJlio~t, Thomas, appointed Colonel of Foul.th Virginia
Battalion, - 1395

EJlis, John, promoted to a First Lieutenancy, ~ - 473
Ellsworth, Oliver, letter from, to Govcrnour Trumbull, 388
Ely, Major John, ordered to march towards New-York, 189

Letter to, from Colonel Livingston, - - 297
Emea, Worsley, elected First Lieutenant of Artillery, 80
Em]e, William,permitted to return to England, ~ 794
Emmes, John, petition of, to Massachusetts CounciJ, 788

Permitted to go to Great Britain, - - 788
Endeavour, schooner, permit granted to, to go to North-

Carolina, - - 657
Enemy, great strength of the, near New-York, 136

Movements of the, near New-York, 141,351
Shipping of the, opposite Hunt's Point, - - 141
Take possession of posts evacuated on Long-Island

and Nutten-Island, ~ - 141
Mean to winter in New-Yorl(, - 238
Govemour Trumbull's pla.n for clearing the Sound

of the, - 258, 304
Move from Long~Isla.nd to Montressor's Island, - 275
Tnke post on the islands about HeJJ-Gate, - 292
Commence operations against New-York, - 351
Position and operations of tbe, in and around New-

York, - 378
A general attack by the, expected, - 430
Strength of the-, in Canada greater than was sup-

po,ed, - 565
Force of the, jn Canada and on the Lakes, - - :'566
Meditate a speedy and general att'ick, . - 606
Expedition to Long-Island to check the practices

of the, - 610
Prosecute the recruiting scheme with uncommon

industry, - - 841
Have a battalion of Tories nearly completed on

Long-Island, - - 867
Take possession of the town of Harlem, - 896
Operations of ships of, in Hudson's River, 961, 990
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Encmy- Coniinuer/.
Said to have landed at Dobbs's Ferry, . ~ 962
Exert themsch-es to augment their Navy on the

Lake, - 982
I",aod at Frog's Point, - - 991
Probab}e intentiol1s of the, . - 1008
Are approaching Crowil-Point, - 1028
Abollt to invest Ticonderoga, ~ 1028
Attempt to land at Nyack, but are driven back by a

party under Colonel Hay, - - 1066
Li,t of flee' of, ou Lake Cbamplaiu, - 1080, 1172, 1179
Skirmishes with tbe, near East-Chester, 1130,1138,1203
Extend themseh'es from Frog'tI Point to New-

Rocbelle, -1137, 1203
Intelligence from the, by Captain Scott, - 1144
Take possession of the posts upon the Sound, - 1166
Information relating to the, communicated to the

New~York Convention, - - 1167
Land ten thousand men at Rodman's Point, - - 1174
Prodigies oflabolJr effected by the, in Canada, - 1178
Colonel Glover's account of several skirmishes with, 1188
Loss of the, in the above skirmishes, - 1202
Main body oftbe, at East~Chester, - 1203
Two hundred sail of the fleet of the,]yingnear Hart-

lslaud, - - 1209
Moving towards White~Plains, - 1221
Design to surround the American Army, - 1265
Reinforced by the arrival of Hessians and Hanove-

rians and a regiment of Dragoons, - 1265
Attack Washington's Army at White~plains, ~ 1271
Movements and supposeu objects of tbe, - 1310, 1311

Engineers, Colonel Putnam's plan for estab]ishing a
corps of, - / . 891, 893

Christopher Pelissiere, ~ 264, 484, 1170
Jeau Loui, Imbert, -407, 1094, 1096, 1361
Jedutbuu Baldw;n, 1133, 1329
Christopher Joseph Delezeune, assistant, K 617
Thaddeus Kosciu8ko, - 92, 1406
Recnmmendation of John Hadler, - 891
Application of Captain Dirks, - 1393

England, unanimity oflhe people of, against America, - 190
l:"trac.t of a letter received in, from the waster of

the Dorothy transport, at New-York, - ~ 564
Extract of a letter received in, hy the packet-boat

Earl of Halifax, - 564
Engle, Andrew, appointed an Ensign, 88
English ChanneJ, Mr. Hodge authorized to purchase

a frigate to cruise in the, - - 851
Captain Wickes orderf3d to cruise in the, - 1215
Two ships taken by an American privateer in the

chup' uf the, - - 1245
Enn;Llls, John, appointed a Colonel, - 654

Requests a Court.Martial for the trial of Lieutenant
Cook, - 1236

Enterprise, privateer, letter from the Commander of,
to the President of Congress, - ~ 232

Entrenching tools-see Intrenching tools.
Espey, David, elected a member of PennsyJvania Coun-

cil of Safety, - 9
Estates, of inimical persons, petition concerning, - 774

Of Tories, resolve for staying executions on attach-
ments of, - 779

Estimate, of the provisions, &.c., necessary to be laid
in at various posts, -

~ 1281
Of the probable expense of the Quartermaster~Gen-

eraPs Department for one month, - 1318
Ethiopian Corps, Dunmore's, - - 160
Europe, a general war at hand in, - - 361, 938

By proper management a general war may be pro-
duced in, - 459

The appearance of American cruisers in the seas of,
"Viewedwith amazement, - - 937

Eustace) John, appointed Aid-de-Camp to General
Lee, - 1284

Evans, Alexander, letter from, to Abraham Lott, . 307
Evans, David, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 308
Evans, David, deposition of, - ~ 1005
Evans, Elijah, appointed a Third ..,utenant,.. ~ 1342
Evans, John, appointed an Ensigi1!- - - - 634
Evans, Samue], appointed a Captain, - 636
Evans, Stephen, letter from, to Me::-lheckWE'are, - 340
Ewing, General, commissioned as Second Brigadjer~

General of Pennsylvania,
Ewing', Co]onel Thomas, ]etters from, to Maryland

Council of Safety. - - 177. 1024
Return of officers in the battalion commanded by, 903
Great numberofsick in the battalion commandedby, 1024
President of a Genera] Court-Martial, - - 1065

Ewing, William, appointeu an Ensign, - 641

60
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Examinafion-
Of Anthony Hasselaband, a deserter from Colonel

R~desel's dragoons at Montreal, w 203, 708
Of Richard Emdnuel Gabriel and Richard King, - 216
Of Ludwick Potier, a German, taken by the Indians

and carried to Montreal, ~ w 421
Of Serueant Stiles, ~ - - - 482
Of Antoine Girard, a Canadian, - 533
Of Thomas Day, - 592

Of' Prisoners, - 597
Of John Woo!ley, . 663
Of William Warne, - 677
Of three prisoners taken on Staten-Island, - - 1073
Of James Budd, a Tory prisoner, - 1265

Exports, of the United Colonies to Europe and the
West-Indies, -

. 917
Express, Washington's despatches said to be stolen

from, - . - - . 1269, 1414, 1417
Exuen, AJexander, letter from, to the New-York Con-

gress, - 422
F.

Fairneld, Connecticut, disposiljon of prisoners by
Committee of, - - 537

A large supply of ammunition forwarded to, from
Massa(',husetts, - 767

Falconer, Nathaniel, elected a member of Pennsyl-
vania.Council of Safety, - . -

Declines the appointment, - ,. -
Appointed to iospect the Continental frigates lately

built 'at Providence, - - 955
Letter to, from Marine Committee, - 1022

Falmouth, England, a Jarge fleet of transports sail
from, for New-York, - 944

Fa.lmouth, Casco BaYI extract of a letter from, - - 1071
Two large prizes sent inio, . - 1196

Falmouth, Massachusetts, resolve for supplying the
town of, with powder and baJl, - 772

Fanelli1, M., and others, petition of, to Massachusetts
Assembly, - 1109

Fanning, Colonel Phineas, otders to, from General
De Lancey, . - - . - - - 505

Apprehension of, by Colonel Livingston, - ]042
Evidences of the .wfriendliness o~ - - 1088
Parole of, . . 1104

Fanny, sloop, permitted to sail for Hispaniola, - - 629
Fa,rley, Brigadier-Gtmeral, ordered to hold himself in

readil1ess to march to New-York, - 377
Farnwell, Ebenezer, erocted an Adjutant of Massa.~

chusetts Militia, - 752
Fasselabel1d, Anthony, a Hessian deserter, examina-

tion of, -
~ 708

Fassett, John, elected a Captain, - 1341
Orders of, to Lieutenant Lee, ~ 187
Orders to, from General Gates, ~ 222
Letter from, to Genera.l Gates, - 621
Member of a Council of War, ~ 621
Court-Martial ordered for the trial of, - - 1083

Fassett, Captain Jonathan, orders to, from G€neral
Gates, - 222. Letters from, to Genera] Gates, ~ 556, 621

Member of a Coulleil of War, - 621
Court-Martial ordered for the trial of, - - 1083

Fast, appointed by Connecticut Council of Safety, . 188
Proclamation of the King for a general, in Eng-

land and Wales, . 1289
Mr, Burke's remarks on the foregoing proclamation, 1290
Proclamation of the King for a.general, in Scotland, 1290

Faulkner, William, a prisoner at Reading, permitted
to go to Tryon County on parole, - 1395

Fauntleroy, Captain John, Colone] Stainston requests
a Court-Martial for the trial of, . - 362

Favourite, prize brig, sent~in by Captain Jones, . 226
F.avourite, privateer, captures a valuabJe ship,. - 1019
Felling axes, a number of, received at Skenesborough, ]85
Fellow$, General, return of brigade commanded by, ~ 898

Return ofFieJd-Officers in brigade commanded by,. 902
Fenton, Eliz'abeth, permitted to go to England, - 754
Ferguson, William, elected a Third Lieutenallt of Ar-

tillery,
Ferril1, Morris, sentenced to receive twenty lashes for

sleeping on his post, - 1081
Ferris, Lieutenant~Colonel, permitted to decline the

service, - - 695
Ferris, Joshua, petition of, t6 New-York Congress, . 141
Fiddeman, Captain, letter to, from Maryland Council

of Safety, - 177
Field, John, Captain of privateer Joseph, sends a prize

into Providence, Rhode-Isla.nd, - - -
~ 227
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Field, John, Jetter from, to New-York Convention, . 931
Field, Joseph, recommended for a Lieutenancy, - 931
Field-Officers-

Election of, for the battalion to be raised for North~
umpton and Northumberland, Pennsylvania, 60

To be promoted according to the line, - 93
List of, in the service of Virginia, . 320
Council of, held at New-York. - 329
Of the Boston Regiment of Militia, - 753

Finance, adclre!:ls to the People of Pennsylvania 011,
byConti-, . - 430

Remarks on, by Doria, - 433
Observations on, by Pelatiah Webster, - - 434
Resolutions in New York Convendon on, - 710

-Finch, Nathaniel, memorial of,
.

- 554
Findly, John, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 1340
Fines, for absence from Pennsylvania Convention, - 1724

For disobedience of orders, - 527, 528
Fire-Arms, return of, &N., belongoing to Massachusetts, 231

Seven effective, delivered to Richard Maberry, - 768
Resolve for encouraging the manufacture of, -

~ 778
Firelocks, a ,number of, deli.vered to Captain Leighton, 748

Four, delivered to Captam Lyman, - - - 748
Fire-Ships, two, ordered to Fort WasbiJ}O'ton, ~

_
713

Firewood, scarcity of, at Amboy,
_ 0_ _

. 366
Fishbourn, Benjamin) asks the appointment of Pay-

master to Colonel Wood's battalion, - - - 490
Appointed a Paymaster, - 1384-

Fisher, Hendrick1 appointed Paymaster to Prescotfs
regiment) - 331

FishkiJl, New-York, resolution to establish post.riders
between,and Head~Ql1arters,- - . - 694

Fitch, Eleazer, Jun., Inhabitants of Windham petition
for remo\'al of, from the office of Sheriff,. 130 131

FilzgeraJd, John, appointed a Major, -
)

891
Fitzgerald, Michael, petition of, to Congress, - ~ 119
Fitzgerald, Captain, appointed to act as Major to Col-

onel Weeden's regiment, - . - - 844-
Fitzhugh, WiHiam, letter from, to Genera1 Washington, 1020
Flag of truce, made prize of by Commodore Arbuthnot, 307
Flatbush~ Long-Island, advance of the enemy towards, 198
Fleet, manreuvres of Dunmore's, jn the Potomack, ~ 165

Seventy men sent by General Gates to Arnold's, - 186
General Waterbury second offie-er in Arnold's, - 186
Colonel vVigglesworth appointed third officer in

Arnold's, - - - - ~ . . 186
Two hundred seamen inlisted in New- York for

Arnold's, - 186
Arnold's, arranged in three divisions, - - 186
Enemy's, drawing morc togetherJand getting close

in with Governour's Island, - - - - 193
Arnold's, extremely bare of clothing, - 251
Arnotd's, consists of seventeen sail, .. 294
Position and operation of Arnold~s, 353, 354, 531 591
Operations of the British, near New-York,

_
~ ' 379

Wretched motley crew in Arnold's, 481
Arnold's, arrive at Isle Va]cour, - 591
Arno]d's, reinforced by the arrival of three row-

galleys, . - 615
Importance of, on Lake Champlain, - 705
Twentv sail of the line could take the whole British

atNew-York,. - - - - . : 820
Ga]jey Trumbull and a reinforcement of seamen

join Arnold's, - ~ 834
Absolute necessity of augmenting Arnold's, - 861, 982
Battle between the American aod English, on Lake

Champlain, . . . . . - 1028, 1038
Arnold's, cQnsists of sixteen sail and eight hunclred

n:en, . 1037
Sir Guy Carleton's account of the battle between

the American and British, - 1040
Captain Pringle's account of the destruction of

Arnold's, - 1069
De8trnction of Arnold's, announced, - 1079
Listofthe enemy's, on Lake Champlain, 1080,1172,1179
Strength of Arnold's, after the batt]e, - - 1172
Near two hundred sail of the enemy's, lying near

Hart-Island,. - - - - - . 1209
General Watel'bury's account of the defeat of Ar-

nold's, - 1224
See Navy.

Fleet of Pennsylvania-
Matter respecting the

the Conventionj
Day for visiting, appointed by the Convention,
Petition of Captains of the galleys referred to the

Council of Safety, .
Resolution respecting PfQIDotions,
Samuel Mifflin appointed Commodore of,

8
10

80

command of, postponed by
12,17

12

25
25

61,63
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Fleet of Pennsylvania-Continued.
Samuel Mifflin. declines the command of.
Captain Price to raise men for the armed-boat Con-

vention, -
Captain Brown to raise men for the floating battery,
Committee to form regular muster roll, -
Recruiting officers allowed twenty shillings for each

recruit, -
Thomas Seymour appointed Commodore,
Instructions to the Commodore, -
Pay of officers, -
The Commodore accompanied to Fort Island by a

Dumber of the Council, -
Half pay allowed to a disabled seaman of,
New Commissionsto the Captainsof the galleys, &c.,
The Commodore to take the most effectual mea-

sures to man, to It5 full complement, 86
John Brice appointed Captain of the fire-sloop Etna,

.
90

Order for ammunition to prove the guns for the
floating battery, - - - - . - 93

Advertisement for volunteers for the floating battery, 841
Fletcher, Thomas, letter to, from Massachusetts Coun.

cil - - 230
Flints, ~ant of, at Ticonderoga, 185,619

New.York Convention order a supply of, to Char-
lotte and Tryon Counties, - 673

Three hundred, deliv~red to Jonathan Eddy, . 735
l\iassachusetts resolves to selJd, to Fairfield for the

use of her Militia, - 767
Resolve to supply Jeremiah Colborn with, - 776
Account of, delivered by Peter T. Uurtenius, . 830
A quantity of, arrive from France, - 1019
Twenty thousand, ordered to be sent to General

Gates, - 1339
A quantity of~ arrive in N ew-Hampshire, ~ 1406

Flour, large quantities of, left behind in the retreat
from New.York, . 699

Commissary-General requests New.York Conven-
tion to supply him with, . - 699

Resolutions of New.Yark Convention for procuring, 700
Low price oC at St. Pierre, Martinique, - . 1134
Two thousand barrels of, wanted for the Northern

Department, - - 1141
High price of, in France, - - - -, - 1234

Floyd, William) letter from, to New. Yark Convention, 1066
Flying-Camp-

General tVashington orders the men intended for,
to New-York, - - 121

Resignation of Jonathan Smith, Deputy Muster-
master-General, - - - . - - 511

Colonels Weedon and Hand ask permission to re-
cruit from, 841, 842

Many of the Pennsylvanians in the, wiJling to enter
the service on the new estabJishment, -

~ 1202
Two hundred thousand dollars voted by Congress

for the use of the, -
] 333

Dro Brown elected Assistant Physician for the, - 1373
William Davies elected Deputy Mustermaster-Gen-

eral for the, - 1389
Forty thousand dollars voted by Congress for the

use of the, - 1402
General Washington authorized to appoint a Deputy

l\1ustermaster for the, - 1403
Gustavus Risberg Assistant to the Deputy Quarter-

master-General, - 1406
Flying~Camp, Pennsylvania-

Letter from President of Congress requesting in-
crease of,

Committee to fix proportions for, -
Committee on granting commissions fOf,
Committee to consider measures for raising, -
Report of Committee on raising, -
Report of Committee on commissions, -
Particulars of the rations to be printed and dis.

persed among the men, .
Ordimmce respecting, -Commissionersto go to Head-Quarters to form, -
Proportion of different Counties, -
Ten thousand pouuds appropriated for, .
Regulation for inJistments) -
Resolution respecting commi!;;sionsJ
Resolutions respecting deserters, -
Letter from Co]onel Matlack read in Convention, .
Bounty money for) sent to Northampton,
Committee to report regulations fOf,
Information from one of the Commissioners for

forming, .
Command of a battalion accepted by Michael

Swoope, 39, 76
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IFlying-Camp, Pennsylvania-Continued.
70 Commissioners for forming, to account with the

Council of Safety,. ~ - -Bounty money to Matthew Hand,
Servants and apprentic.es not to be inhsted for,

without consent of their masters,
. Company for, furnished by Colonel Harfs battalion

of Associators, ~ 256
Resolution, of Congress for payment of discharged

compames, . 1376
Flying-Camp, Maryland-

Captains Forrest and Bourke immediately to march, 625
Warrant to Abraham Boyd to enroll fifty men, . 627
All the gUlls beJonging to, to be stamped with the

word Maryland, - - - - - - 629
o Warrants issued to officers of Captain Roboson's

company, _
629

Warrants issued to officers of Captain Watkins's
company, - 632

Warrant issued to Captain Teems, - 633
W-arrant issued to Le\'i Covington, ~ 634
Commission to Ensign Richardson,

_
638

Commissions issued to officers of Captain Hynes's
company, - 642

Commissions issued to officers of Captain Holland's
company, _

643
Commissions issued to officers of Captain Harris's

company, p 644
List of officers and privates in Captain° Smith's

company) ~ 1062
Payments for bounty, subsistence, &c.,

-
_

626
627, 628, 629, 632, 633, 634, 636

Folsom, General, letter to, from Josiah Bartlett, - 118
Fontleroy, Captain John, Court-Martial ordered for the

trial of, . . 633
Forage, order of th,e English Commissary on Long~

Islandconcernmg, - - - - -
_

565
Estimate of the quantity o~ neceSSRr)' to be laid in

at several posts,
_

1281
Forbes, James, prisoner in Lancaster jaiJ, petition of, 12
Forbes, James, promoted to "an Ensignc.y,

-
_

1086
Forbes, WilJiam) prisoner, memorial of) to New-York

Congress,
- 1259

Forman, Colonel, return of officers in the battaJion
commanded by, _

877
Forrest, Thomas, elected a Captain of Artillery, - 80
Forrester, Captain Simon, sends It valuable prize into

Falmouth, _
1196

Fort Constitution, New.,y ark Convention take mea-
sures to strengthen, -

_
261

A number of spades, bilJ-hooks, &co, ordered to be
sent to, - 262, 672

Great want of men at, -
_

667
Ne~.York Convention resolve to reinforce the gar-

Pr:~'~~I:t~nd r~solut;ons ~fNe~-York Co~venti~~7,
668

respecting, ~ . 670
A large quaatity of munitions of war forwarded to, 672
A return of necessaries wanted at, ~ - - 674
Cannonade of British ships by, 943 961
The sick at, in a most wretched situation,. ' 974(See Fort Lee.)

FQrt George, General Gates requests General Schuy-
ler to reinforce, - - - - . . 203

Colonel Phinney's regiment ordered to, 203
Sickness at, abates,

_
388

General Gatcs directeu to detach a battalion to the
support of the garrison at. _

833
Colonel Dayton's regiment ordered to, _

999
Fort Independence, in possession of the enemy, - 1294
Fort .Island) resolution for completing the piers sunk

10 the channel near,
Account to be rendered of articles used in sinking

the piers near,
No person to go on shore at,
Channel to be sounded at, -

Fort Lee, (late Fort Constitution,) extracts of letters
from, 1130, 1~39, 1266

Fort Montgomery, New. York Convention take meas-
ures to strengthen, -

_
261

A number of spades, bilJ-hooks, &.c., sent to, 262, 672
An 'armourer, with the tQols of his trade, wanted at, 666
Great want of men at, - - 667
New-York Convention resolve to reinforce the gar-

rison at, 667. 668
Preamble and resolutions of New-York Convention

in relation to, - - 670
A large quantity of ~unitions of war forwarded to, 672
A return of necessanes wanted at, 674

71
71
71

50
61

70

72
74
74
75

75
76
79

7
8

17
18
18
18

18
19
20
20
20
20
20
22
28
29
36

65

Q9
89
90

36
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Fort Schuyl6r, 'Strength of, .. 355
Captain Bloomfield! with his command, arrives at, 355
About forty Indians, chiefs aJJd warriors, visit Colo-

ne] Dayton at, ~
- 859

A blow meditated against! - - 860
A good stock of provisions at, - 1190

Fort Stanwix-see Fort Schuyler.
Fort Wm~hington, two fire-ships despatched to, - 713

Cannonade of British ships by, 943,961
Resolution to maintain, .. 1034
Three of the enemy's ships make an attack upon,

and are repulsed, - 1271,1311
Fosdick, Ensign Thomas, sentenced to be reprimanded, 589
Fosdick, Adjutant, testimony of, on the trial of Lieu-

tenant Pope) - - 1065
Foster; Captain John, complaint against, - - - 925
Foster, Thomas, appointed a Major of Pennsylvania

Associators, 82
Fo[]ntain, Stephen, a Tory, intercepted letter from, 1030
Fowler,Jacob, arrested as being inimical to his country, 148
Fox, John, powder delivered to, - - - - 734

Petition o~ to Massachusetts General Court, - 737
Fox, Joseph, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - - 477
Foxcroft, Joho, confined by his parole within the

hounds of Pennsy]vania, - - 1385
Permitted to go to New-York, on his parole, - 1400

Frame of Government for Pennsylvania, - 53
Framingham Qommittee, petition of~to Massachusetts

Assembly, - 143
Letter from, to Massachusetts Council) - 1070

Fra~ce) officers from the army of, captured on their
way to Philadelphia, - 161

Ministry ot: order a number of ships of war to be
fitted out for America, - 232

Friendly disposition of, towards America, 325, 996
American ,'essels find free trade with, - - 358Only waiting for a declaration of independence to

strike a decisive blow, _
358

Orders from) to Cape Nicola Mole to protect all
American vessels, - - - 377

American ships protected in the islands of, - 425, 854
On the eve of a war with Great Britain, - 602
The natura] ally of America, - 811
Arrival of a vessel from) with powder, small-arms,

flints, lead, &c.,
- 1019

Representations of Silas Deane favourably received
at the Court o~ - 1090

Warlike preparations dai1y making in, - - 1091
Arrival of a ship from) with clothd and blankets, - 1136
Plan of a treaty with, -

_
1344

American Commissioners to) - 839,987, 1379, 1410
Instructions to Commissioners to, - 1356, 1358
Letters of credence to Co'mmissioners to,

- 1381
Pay of Commissionersto, _

1382
Additional instructions to the American Commis-

sioners to, (note,) - - 1404
Commissioners to, directed to procure from the-

::f'rench Court eight line-of-battle ships,
_

1409
Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, chosen President of Pennsyl.

vania Convention, .
-

Elected a De]egate to Continental Congress,
Appointed on a Committee to confer with Lord

Howe, _
192

Letter from, to ~ord Howe, - 2!34
Letter to, from Lord Howe, - - 274
Payments to, for his attendance as a Delegate in

Congress, - - -
_

545
Appointed a member of the Committee of Secret

Correspondence, _
823

Letter from, to C. W. F. Domas, -
_

823
Appointed a Commissioner to France) - - 839, 1379
Unchangeably in favour of independence, - 916
Extract of a letter from, to D.

C" -
_

1245
Franklin, Elizabeth, deposition of, -

_
367

Franklin, Robert, -
_

1382
Franks) David, permitted, by Continenta1 Congress,

to go to New-York on parole, - - 1412
Frazier) Captain John, petition of, to Massachusetts

Council, -
_

781
Permitted to go to Great Britain)

-
_

781
Frazier, Captain Persifer, appointed a Major, - 616, 1385
Freedom, armed sloop, return of officers on board the, 174

Arms, ammunition, and stores for the, - 174
Iron balJast delivered to the,

_

801
Freeland, Joseph, appointed an Ensign, -

_
1378

Freeman) John Quin, Brigade-Major, gives a pass to
Antoine Gerouse, -

~
- - ~

_
335

Freeman, Nathnniel) commissioned Commander of
the privateer Wolfe, -

_
746
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Freeman, Samuel, resolve for paying, for his services
as Clerk,

_
764

French, Lieutenatlt, promoted to a Captaincy, - . 473
French officers, in the service of the States, ordered

to repair to their posts,
- ~ 324

Several, arri\'e at PhiladeJphia from Martinko, - 324
Arrival of five) at Head~Qllarters)

- 855
Embarrassment of Washington on account o~ - 927
Names of ten, arrived at Boston,

-
_

1108
Propose to raise a regiment of Canadians, - - 1109

Frey, John, appointed Brigade-Major for Tryon
County, _

664
Friend to Truth and Freedom, reply o~ to Brutus) - 865
Friend to American Freedom, to the Editor of the

Pennsylvania Evening Post, - 1158
Frog's Point, the enemy land at, - 991, 1010, 1025, 1076

Operations of the hostile forces near, - - 1016
Main hody of the enemy at, _

1034
Five of the enemy's ships between Hell-Gate and, 1076
British Army move from, _

1130
Frontiers, Pennsylvania resolves to raise troops for the

defence of the,
Advantageous post on Onion River for the defence

of -
_

111
Advices from the Southwestern, - 540

Fry, George) Jetter to) from John Harris, - - 256
Frye, General Joseph, memorial of, to Massachusetts

General Court, _
725

Letter to, from Massachusetts House of Represent-
atives, _

726
Fulford, John) Captain of a company of Artillery, 377, 639
Fuller, Joshua, promoted to a First Lieutenancy, _

1083
Fulton, James, liberty granted to, to return to Encrland, 796

Certificate in favour of, - - - -""
_

797
Furnaces~ Massachusetts appoints a Committee toview

places suitahle for erecting, _

735
Petition to excuse workmen in~ from military duty, 747

Furnival, Alexander, appointed Captain of a company
of Matrosses, -

_
658

G.

16

2
6

GabercJe, Nichs. Erne., Adjut:mt of Colonel Swart-
wout's regiment,

_
872

Gabriel, Nicho]as Emanuel) testimony of,
-

_
216

Gadsden, Christopher, letters from) to John Lewis
Gervais, - 424, 938

Elected a BrigadierMGeneral,
_

1341
Gaither, Vaeb., appointed a Second Lieutenant in

the Flying-Camp, -
_

629
Galatea, British man-or-war) intelligence from three

deserters from the) - . 842
Cruising off the Capes of Virginia, _

1200
.aale) Samuel, order for the arn~st of, 688, 702
Gamble, William, resigns the command of the fire

sloop Etna, 90
Gaming, order of General Washington against, _

946
Gansevoort, Leonard, recommended for the office of

Paymaster, _

356
Appointed a Paym..s(er~ - 1378

Gansevoort, Colonel P., orders to, from Genera] Gates, 1170
Letter from) to General Gates, - 1288

Gantt, Thomas) letter from) to Maryland Council of
Safety, _

396
Gardiner, AbrRham, letter from, to GovernourTmmbuH, 22.5
Gardiner, Colone], a Tory, taken prisoner by Colonel

Livingston, - 296
Gardner, Caleb, elected a Lieutenant-Colone],

- . 1333
Gardner, Henry, letter to, from James McCobb, - 144
Gardner, James, appointed Deputy Commissary of

Artillery, - - - - - - - _
477

Gardnet, Wilham) charged with being inimical to the
American cause, . - - 738

Garrett, Amos) letters from, to Maryland Council of
Safety, 1071, 1278, 1307

Letter from, to Matthew Tilghman, 1128
Garrigues! Jacob) chosen Assistant Clerk to Pennsyl-

vania Convention) -Garwood) Wil1i~m, arrested for abusive language to
Colonel Phmney, _

143
Gates, Major-General) letters to, froro-

General Arnold, 223, 251, 26.5, 266
353, 354,440,531,532,591,834, 933, 982, 1038

Elisha Avery, ,-
_

1068
J. Ba.ldwin, Engineer, ~ 1133
Colonel Barrett, 402, 557, 835
Colonel Brewer, 1040, 1144, 1192, 1300
Co]onel Brownson, -

_
1207

Major Carnes, _
387

John Carter, - 1027

2
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Gllte~J M<ljor-General-Continued.
Letters to, from-

Samuel ChAse, - 232, 429
Ezekiel Cheever, - 332
Committee of Congress, ~ - 1142
Colonel Cortlandt, - 335, 342, 573, 860
Lewis T. Costigan, - - 1088
Colonel Dayton, - 355
Captain Fassett, 556, 621
Colonel Gansevoort, - 1287
Elbridge Gerry, - 572
Robert H. Harrison, - 292
Colonel Hartley, 113,128,204,222,251,278,421,504,

556,621, 834,981, 1000, 1018, 1028
Joseph Hawley, 836,924
Ebenezer Hazard, - - 995
Major Hoisington, - 36, 1018
Genera] Lee, - - 1034
Walter Livingston, - - 453
John Lucas, - 1217
Massachusetts Council, - - 441
Mease and Caldwell, - 1063
Robert Morris, - 1262
Dr.Morgan.- - - - - - 106
New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, - 1176
James Nourse, - 1112
M. Christopher Pelissier, - - 484
Colonel Porter, - 222
Dr,Potts, - 277
President of Congress, - 561
Colonel Rufus Putnam, - - 549
General Schnyler. -

110, 142, 220, 249, 264, 293,
334,335,374,469,555,833,859,909,923,999,1039,

1103, 1125, 1142, 1243, 1274, 1287, 1299, 1314
General Scou, ~ 828
John B. Scott, 1103, 1267
Major Shepardson, . - 303
Colonel Simonds, - 303
Captain Stewart, ~ 1191
Dr. Stringer, . ~ 923
John Taylor, - -

599
Governour Trumbull, - 280, 536, 912, 1104, 1316
Joseph Trumbull, 417,995
Henry J. Van Rensselaer, ~ 924
Richard Varick, ~ 250, 335, 1036, 1102
General Ward, ~ 600
Seth Warner, ~ - 1146
General Waterbury, ~ 142,185,221
EnsicrnWeb~teT, ~ 356
CoJo~el Wilkinson, . . 1243
Captain Williams, ~ - 169
Colonel Winds, - 96t
John Witherspoon, . - 1293
Colonel Wynkoop, - 1069,1088,1103,1142,127.5
Christopher Yates, . - 923

Letters from I to-
General Arnold, 186,302,402,484,555,847,860,1017
Colonel Bellows, ~ 1244

John Carter, - - 885

Colonel Cortlandt, - - 278
Colonel Hartley, 204, 264
Major Hoisington, ~ . 421
President of Congress, 470,614
General Schnyler, -185, 203, 204, 205, 294, 343, 353,

481,530,619,885,1000,1017,1080,1257,1287,1314
Colonel Simonds, . - 343
Captains Stilton and Parker, - 1170
Governour Trumbnll, 127, 356, 620, 1192
Richard Va rick, - 277
Colonel "\Varner, - 1169
General Waterbury, - - 127

General return of the forces commanded by, - 479,618
General Orders jssued by, - - - 471,616, 1081

Gates, Robert, letter from, to Colonel Stewart, - - 299
Gay, Colonel Fisher, letter to, from General Washing-

ton, - 166
Return of officers in the regiment lately commanded

by, - - 902
Gazart, Michael, confineJ on suspicion of being a

deserter, - - 726
Gazette, Gates suggests the propriety of Congress pub-

Ji&hing a, on the occul'renee of any great event, - 615
GeaJe, ~dward, appointed a Recruiting Sergeant for

ArtllJery, - 657
Geary, William M., appointed a First Lieutenant, - 1340
Gee, Peter, prisoner, examination of, - 1073
Gelston, David, letter from, to New-York Convention, 189

Letter from, to N ew-LolJdon Committee, ~ 207
Genera] Gates, privateer, captures made by the, . 1046
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Genera! Greene, the, (',aptures a valuable prize,. - 486
General Lee, privateer, commi::;sioll granted for the, - 79
General Orders, issued by "\Vl:lshington, -

M 121,
194, 238, 290, 330, 381, 413, 447, 501, 566, 605,

842,944,991,1118, 1282,1310
IBSued hy General Gates, - 471, 616, 1081

General Putnam, schooner, compJaint against the
Captain of the, - 215

State and condition of the I . - 553
Petition of the officers and marines, . 714
Captain Cregier's verbal statement, - 718

Generalship, the present eampaign a fair trial of, in
which Washiugton has the ad,.antage, - 1312

Georgetown, (Mass.,) subscription of inhabitants of,
to carryon the Canada expedition, - - 144

Georgia-
Letters from the President of Congress to Conven-

tion of, -
489, 838

Congress advance fifty thousand dollars for the use
of the Continental troops in, - - 1341

Germain, Lord George-
Letters to, from Sir WilJiam Howe, - 123,

378, 380, 462, 492, 518
Letters to, from Lord Dunmore, 158, 159, 161, 162, 166
Character nf, - 456
Letter to, from Governour Tryon, - - 493
Letters from, to Gencral Howe, M - 600, 1111
Letter to, from Sir Guy Carleton, -

~ 1040
Letter from, to the Earl of Dunmore, - . 1110

German Battalion, officers of, - - 1379
German Flats, in want of pork and salt, - - 264

John Post appointed Commissary at the, - 1132
A good stock of provisions at the, - 1190

Germans) Genera] Howe proposes an increase of, - 123
A number of, arrive at Quebec, - . 203
De~ertions of, from the enemy, - 203

Gerome, Antoine, permitted to pass from Isle-aux-
N oix to his home, - - 335

Intelligence received from, - - 532
Examination of,

_
- - - 533

Gerry, Elbridge, Delegate in Congress from l\iassa.
chusetts, letter from, to GeneraJ Gates, - - 572

Appointed on a Committee to visit Washington's
Head-Quarters, - 1373

Gervais, John Lewis, Commissary General, letters to,
from Colonel Gadsden, . . - 424, 938

Note to, from Colonel Roberts, - 424
Gettig, Christopher, appointed a First Lieutenant, 86
Gibson, Joho, Auditor-General, letter from, to James

Bowdoin, - 1247
Letter from, to New-Hampshil'e Assembly,. - 1308

Giddings, Andrew, petition 0(, to Massachusetts
Council, -

~ 780

Commissioned Commander of the letter~of-marque
Civil Usage, - 780

Gifford, Lieutenant, sent to Albany for examimltion, - 857
Giles, Benjamin, Chairman, &.c., orders of, to Colonel

BeJlows, M - 340
Orders of, to Captain House, 4 - - . 341

Giles, Eleazer] Commander of the privateer Retalia~
tion, ~ 741

A valuable prize sent into Falmouth by, - 1196
Gill, J ohl], sentenced to be flo.gged, &c., for defraud-

in.i tne Continent, - - 1082
Gill, William, appointed a Second Lieutenant of Penn-

sylvania Associators,
Gi1!ilrmd, .William, complains of the wanton conduct

of Arnold's troops, - - 112
Arr~sted on suspicion of conveying intelligence to

the enemy, - 592
Testimony of Thomas D~y against, ~ - 592
Gates proposes to send, to General Schuyler, . 847

Gilman, Colonel David, letter from, toNew-Hamp-
shire Assembly, - 318

Girard, Antoine-see GeroL1re, Antoine.
Glasan, Adam, appointed an Ensign, - 638
Glen, H., letters from, to Genera1.Schuyler, . 142,

184, 221, 534, 980, 1190
Letterfrom, to Captain Dickerson, - 184
Letters from, to Walter Livingston, 185,264,311
CompJains of the inlistment of the batteau-men, - 221
-Letter from, to Captain Eisenford~ - 250
Letter from, to Eli;sna Avery, - 1132

Glen, WiUiam, suspected of being an enemy to the
American cause, - 374

Cited to appear before Connecticut Assembly, - 375
Glenn, CorneJius, letter from, to Abraham Yates,

Jun.,
_

- 311
Gliden, Charles, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 474

82
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Glover) Colonel, skirmish of the brigade commanded
by, with the enemy near East~Chester, ~ 1130, 1138

Extract of a letter from, giving an account of several
skirmishes with the eDem}', ~ 1188

Thanked in General Orders! ~ - 1240
Glover, Samnel, instructions to, from Captain Smith,

(English,) - 1024
Goddard, 'Villiarn, Surveyor of the General Post-

Office - 256
Godet, Th~mas, letter ta, from Marine Committee, - 970
Godfrey, Captain James, a valuable prize taken by, ~ 935
Goldsborough, Massachusetts, money loaned to, - 774
Goodall, EI., appointed a First Lieutenant, - - 1083
Goodhue, Benjamin, Jr., petition of, to Massachusetts

Council, - 803
Goodrich, Captain Charlest declared to be an enemy

to his country, - 134
To the Printer of the Connecticut Courant, - - 388
Petition of, to Massachusetts GeneraJCourt, - 741
Report of the Committee in the case of, - - 742
Acquitted of the charge of being an enemy to his

country, ~ - 743
Goodrich, old Mr., a Tory, and two of his sons,

taken priwners and sent to Williamsburgh jail, - 162
Gordon, Captain A., prisoner, servant permitted to

reside with him, - 181
Gordon, Robert, Ireland, letter to Thomas White, - 863
Gordon, Robert, convicted of being an enemy to the

common" cause, - 1142
Gordon, Rev. WiJliam, address of, to the inhabitants of

lVIassaehusetts, - 227
Letter from, to General Gates, - 1276

Gostelowe, Jonathan, Assistant Commissary of Stores, 1264
Goulay, Peter, prays permission to return to England, 787

Prayer of the petition of, granted, ~ 788
GovernoUl"s Island, enemy in possession of, - 119
Grace, Richard, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 627
Govert, Jacque Paul, appointed a Captain-Lieutenant

of Artillery, - 1360
Two months' pay advanced to, - 1376

Graham,ColonelMorris,return of regiment command-
ed hy, - 872, 1321

Graio, General Howe orders the seizur:eof, on Long-
Island, - - 825

A quantity of, remo\'ed from Harlem Plains, - 855
Grand Jury of Charleston,Judge Drayton's charge to, 1047

Presentment of the, - 1059
Grant, General, killed in the battle on Long-Island, - 111
Grape-shot greatly wanted at Crown~Point, - 556
Graves, John, ordered into close confinement, - - 777
Gray, Major, recommended for Commissary-General

in the Northern Department, - - 245
Gray, George, elected a member of the Pennsylvania

Council of Safety, -
Gray, Doctor Thomas, appointed Surgeon's Mate to

the ship Oliver Cromwell, - 281
Grayson, Colonel WiJliam, Aid-de-Camp to General

Washing lon, letters from, to General Heath, - 439,
827, 853, 854, 1027

Great Britain, oppressive acts of, towards America, - 1044
Address of the Lord Mayor, &..c., of York, to the

King, - 1126
Proclamation to encourage inlistments in the Navy, 1228
Order in Council prohibiting the exportation of pro-

visionsfrom, - - 1233
Proclamation for a general fast in, 1289, 1290

Greaton, Colonel, dangerously iH at Fort George, - 387
Greely, Jonathan, Commander of the privateer Speed-

well, - 749
Green, Sergeant, promoted to an Ensigncy, - 617
Greene, Major Joseph, (British)) letter to Captain

Smith, - 1186
Greene) General Nathanael-

Letter to, from General Washington, - - 182
Letters from, to the President of Congress, - - 241,

973, 1136, 1269
Letters from, to Governour Cooke, - 369, 996, 1076
Letters from, to Generai Washington, ~ - 494,

1015,1221, 1280,1281,1294
Return of the forces ~ommanded by, ~ - 607, 1250
A first-rate military genius, - 870
Letter from, to General Mifflin, - - 1263

Greene, Major, of First Virginia Regiment, wound-
ed, 1188, 1270

Greenway, Wjlliam) Commander of privateer sloop
Congress,

Greer, DllVid, appointed a Major of Pennsylvania
troops jn Continental service, -

Greer, Vincent, appointed a Second Lieutenant,
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Griffin, David, petition of, to Massachusetts General
Assembly, - 802

Griffin) Co]onel Samuel, Deputy Adjutant-General,
letter from, to the Board of Wac, ~ 235

Letter froID) to Richard Peters, ~ 1136
Griffin, Colonel, wounded, 1073, 1093
Griffith, Benjamin, member of Baltimore Committee, 117
Griffith, Charles C., leLter from, to MaryJand Council

of Safety, - 947
Griffith, Dennis, appointed an Ensign in the Flying-

Camp, - 637
Grimaldy, Marquis of, order from, to the Commissary

of Marine, - 917
Grindstones, a number of, arrive at Ticonderoga, ~ 203
Griswo]d, John, appointed officer of guard at the

mouth of Connecticut River, - - ~ - 189
Groton, Committee of, advised to assist inhabitants of

Long Island to come off, - 188
Petition of the town of, to Connecticut Aljsem~

hly, - 1004
Grout, John, case of, 216-220
Grubb, Colonel Peter, misconduct of troops under the

command of, ~

Grymest John, joins Lord Dunmore,
Grymes, Philip. made prisoner,
Guild, Nathaniel, letter froIn) to Richard Devens,

Petition of, to Massachusetts General Court,
Resolve on the petition of, -

Guiler, Christian, a Hessian) examination of, -
Guilford, South.Carolina, extract of a letter from,
Guillot, Francis) permitted to fit out a privateer,
Gunpowder-

A quantity of, d~]ivered to Daniel Tillinghast, - 119
Fifteen tons of, wanted at Ticonderoga, .. 185
General Schuyler requests a further supply of, .. 246
One hundred haJf~barrels of, sent to Baltimore, - 271
Over IJine thousand pounds of, manufactured by

Henry \Visner, Jun., - 293
Arrival of a quantity of, from Martinico, ~ 323
Order for the delivery of a ton of, for proving can-

non, - 510
Seventy barrels of, shipped at St. Eustatia, for

Charleston, South-Carolina, ~ 547
Five hundred pounds of, forwarded from BostOn to

Hartford, - 5.59
Complaint of the non-arrival of, at Ticonderoga, - 619
An the, at Wisner and Livingston's mills, ordered

to be sent to King's Bridge, ~ 722
Waldoboro ugh (Massachuselts) Committee ask for

a supply of, - - - - - - - 730
Supplies of, voted by Massachusetts, ~ - - 734,

737,748,753,756,757, 767, 772, 801, 805
Petition for a supply of, for the privateer Dolphin, - 752
One hundred and twenty half-barrels of, shipped at

St. Eustatia for Maryland, - - . - 965
A quantity of, arrives from France, - 1019
Six toni:! of, arrive at Ticonderoga, - 1169
Two hundred tons of, purchased in France by Silas

Deane, - - 1234
Six pounds of, delivered- to Captain Sheerer, ~ - 1332
Congress resolve to send two tons of, to Pitts-

burgh, - 1337
Fifteen tow~ of, Bent to General Gates, .. - 1339
One ton of) supplied to New-Jersey, by Congress, - 1362
One ton of, sent to North.CarolinaJ for the use of

the Continental forceB there, - 1403
Gurnet, resolve relative to building a barrack on the, 752
Gurney, Francis, elected a member of Pennsylvania

COl1nctl of Safety, ~

Appointed a Lieutenant-Colone], -Guthry, James, appointed a Second Lieutenant,
Gwin's Island, letter of Lord Dunmore from, -

H.

38
- 163
- 163
- 594
- 746
- 778
- 1073
- 208
- 1381

37
94

- 1340
- 162

Hacker, Captain Hoystead, letter to, from Commodore
Hopkins, 268

Instructions to, from Commodore Hopkins, ~ 1042,
1089, 1195, 1303

Haddaway, William Webb, appointed a Major, -
~ 655

Hadler, John, recommended by Washington to Con~
gress as an ~ngineer,

- 891
Hague, The, letter from, to a gentleman in London, 361
Haight, Cornelius, letter from, to Continental Con-

gress, - 157
Haines, Samuel, prisoner, examination of, 310
Hale, Nathaniel, commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel, 1177
Half~pay, grant of, in certain cases, during life, - 448
Halifax.Cumberland.County, New-York, proceedings

of a town~meetlllgat, - 124

79

94
- 308

~2
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Ha]ifax~ N ova-Scotia-
Governour of, refuse!:! to permit the publication of

the Deelaration of Independence, ~ 189
Great fear at, of an attack by American troops, - 189
The Tories at, greatly alarmed, ~ 190
List of Tories at, - 190
Escape of prisoners from, - 212,241
Treatment of American prisoners at,. 252J 307
No ships and but fifteen hundred troops at, M - 358
A Dumoer of transports arrive at, - - - - 358
Extract of a letter from, received in London, - 837

Hall, Colonel Aquila, letter to, from Maryland Coun-
cilof Safety, - - 456

Letter from, to Mary]and Councilor Safety, - - 1021
HaJJ, Benjamin, deposition of, against Colonel Porter, 154
Han, Daniel, deposition of, against Colonel Porter, - 149

His O'eneral character that of a lying fellow, - - 155
Hall, George Abbott, appointed a Commissioner of

South Carolina Navy Board, - 1323
HaJl, Joseph, appointed a Surgeon jn the Flying-

Camp, 62S
HaJJ, Josiah, appointed Third Lieutenant of a Rifle

company, - - - - - - - 644
HaJJ, Judge J., de~lines the appointment of Judge of

Admiralty, - - - - - - - 578
Hall, Matthew, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 476
HaJl SerIJeant testimony of, on the trial of Captain

'Pool~,
,

- 1295
HaBer, Colonel Henry, return of officers in the battal-

ion commanded by, M - 878
Hallet, Joseph, account of, for the freight of his sl~op, ~48
Hal1ett, Joseph, letter to, from New-Y?rk ConventIOn, ,02

Letter from to New-York ConventIon, - - 1185
Halliday, Lie~t~nant James, appointed a Captain, - 1378
Hallock, Captain William, instructions to, from Ma-

rineCommittee,- - - - - - 11]5
Halsey, Jeremiah, petition of, to Congress, - - 137
Halm, or Emom, Samuel, Court-Martial ordered for

the trial of, for mutiny, - 1195
Hamilton, Captain A., certificate of, in favour of Wi I-

liamDouglass, - - - 332
HamiIton, Captain Archibald, permitted to return

home, - 1374
HamiHon, Frederick, an American gentleman in Paris,

letter from, to John Hancock, intercepted by the
enemy, - - 231

Hamilton, Governour, ::;;peech of, to the Indians at
Detroit, - - 516

Hamilton, Thomas, appointed an Ensign, 88
Hammond, Isaac, deposition of, - 649
Hamon, NichoJas, deposition of, 649
Hamond, Captain, with Lord Dunmore at New-York, 159

In the river Delaware, - - 16l
In the Potomack ri,'er, - 165
In the Hudson river, - ~ 379

Hampshire County, (Ma8sachusetts,) men raised in,
for the Northern Army, ordered to join theirregi-
men', - 741

Hampton] a vessel arrives at, laden with salt and rum, - 308
Hancock, Continental frigate, measures taken to fit

the, for se:!, - 487
Massachusetts resolves to furnish the, with guns, - 777
Ordered on a cruise, - - 1200

Hancock, privateer, a brig captured by the, - 1126
Sends into Philadelphia a prize' brig laden with

sugar and cotton, - - - - - - 1309
Hancock, Ebenezer, Continental Paymaster at Boston, 1115
Hancock, John, correspondence o~ with-

Alexandria (Virginia) Committee, - 1127
Connecticut Assembly, 136,489,839, 953
Delaware Convention, - 136, 425, 489
G€orgia Assembly, - 838
Georgia Convention, - - 489
lVraryland Convention - 136, 489, 838
Maryland Conncil of Safety, - 1113
Massaehusetts Assembly, 136, 315, 489, S39, 953
Massachusetts Council, - 576
New-Hampshire Assembly, - 136, 4S9, S39
New-Jersey Assembly, 489, 839,953
New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, - - 507
New-York Convention, - 417, 489, S39, SS4, 953, 97S
North-Carolina Convention, 489, 838
Pennsylvania Convention, - - 3, 5, 7, 136, 489
Rhode-Island Assembly, 136, 4S9, 839, 953
South-Carolina Assembly, - 489, 838
Virginia Assembly, 489, 838
Virginia Council, _

209
G!?oeral Armstrong] - 924
John Avery, - 837
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Hancock, John, corresponce of, with-
James Bowdoin, - - . -

_
486, 1109

John Bradford, - - 9S4
William Bra,dford,

_
337

James Campbell, -
_

232
Mrs. Susanna ConnoJIy,

_
254

Richard Dallam, - 193, 350
WilJiam Davis, - - 1032
Silas Deane, - 1092
Rev. Jacob D"che,

_
1269, 1280

Colone] James Easton, - 911
General Gates, - 470,561,614
General Greene, . - 241,973, 1136, 1269
Robert H. Harrisou, - 299,1034,1137, 1282, 1310
Commodore Hopkins, - 115, 623
Thomas Jefferson, - 987
General Chades Lee, - - 972, 1008
General Lewist - 135, 271, 918
Governour Livingston, - 853, 1237
Walter Living~ton,

_

220
Benjamin Marshall and Brothers, - - 490
Francis Mentges,

_
596

General Mercer, - - 157, 972, 1093, 1129
General Moore, ~ 136, 395
Colonel Moylau, - 197, 570
Commanding-Officer of the troops in Rhode-Island, 136
Edward Pendleton, - 951
Colonel Reed, - 417
General Schuyler, 125, 245, 248, 263, 333, 525, 555,

560, 857, S58, 864, 922, 1078, 1197, 1205, 1296
Colouel Shee, _ 5] 1
Jonatban Smith, - - 511
General 81. Clair, _

128
Richard Stockton and George Clymer, - - 1256
George Taylor, - - 1129
Matthew Tilghman, - 233
Governour Trumbull, - - 441
Joseph Trumbull, - 213,

348, 372, 453, S29, S51, 920, 963, 1011
Colouel Vau Sehaick, -

_
355

Colonel Seth Warner, - - 884
General Washington, - 120, 135, 193, 212,

233, 236, 290, 325, 34S, 351, 380, 398, 412,446,
463, 48S, 494, 495, 519, 565, 589, 603, S39,841,
864, S67, 890, 927, 941, 952, 990, 1116, 1210, 1269

Genera] Waterbury, - 1256
Hand, Colonel Edward, letter from, to General Wash-

ington, - - 413
Asks permission to recruit from the Flying-Camp, - 842
Return of the officers of the regiment commanded by, 897
Return of the Field Officers of the regiment of,

stationed at De Lancey's MilJ3,. - 897
Letter to, from Captain Cluggage, - 921
Recruiting instructions to, - - 993
Skirmish o~ with a body of Hessians, - - 1205

Handy, James, of privateer Harlequin, commissioned, 641
Handy, William, deposition of, - 648
Hannon, Hamilton, prisoner, permitted to reside at

Reading, - 120
Hanoverians, last division o~ sail for New-York,

- 944
Arrival of a body o~ at New-York,

- 1265
Hanson, John, Jun., letter from, to Maryland Council

of Safety, _
1005

Hanson, Peter Contee, appointed a First Lieutenant, 1342
Hanson, Thomas, appointed an Adjutant, 88
Happy Return, brig, resolutions of Congress in rela-

tion 10 the cargo of,
_

1402
Hardenbergh, Captain Cornelius, cashiered, - 946, 1140
Hardenbergh, Colonel, return of officers under the

command or, - 875
Testimony of, on the trial of L1eutenantSmedes, 930

Harding, Captain Seth, sends in a valuableprize, 886
Engagement with the Merlin ship-of-war,

- 936
Ordered on a cruise, - 1209

Harlem, enemy make dispositions to land at, - 274
Preparations made to meet the enemy at, 274, 275
Extracts of letters from, 352, 439, 524, 855, 1025
Accounts of the skirmish at, 369, 370, 371, 381, 384,

417,430, 889
British account of the skirmish at, - 379
Corn, hay, &c., removed from the plains of, - - 855
Enemy take possession of the town of, 896
Loss of both sides in the action at, 990

HarJem Heights, secured by Washington, -
_

351
Main body of Was bing ton's Army encamp upon, - 351
Post at, to be defended at all events, 4]5
Washington's Army withdraws from, 1137

HarJequi~, ~ap!ain Woolsey, a.rrival of prize taken by, 510
CommIssIOn Issued to CaptalO Handy,

- -
_

641
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Harmon) Captain John, prizes taken by, and proceed-
ingsof, - - - - - - 1046,1316

Harney, Lieutenant, taken prisoner, - 882
Harper, John, promoted to an EnsigncYJ - - - 1086
Harper, Rohert, letter to, from James AbeeI, - 1266
Harper, Captairt WiUiam, dismissed the service, - 472
Harpswell, petition of Selectmen of, to Massachusetts

Genera] Court, - 732
HarringtoD, Moses, resolve to pay him for the loss of

his son's gun, - - - - - - - 756
Harris, G€orgeJ sentenc.ed to receive thirty-nine lashes, 929
Harris, John, appointed a Captain in Pennsylvania.

F~ M
Harris, John, Jetter from, to George Fry, - - 256
Harris, Captain Robert, supplied with blankets, and

linen for tents, - 1307
Harris, Robert, appointed a Captain in the Flying-

Camp,- - - - - - - - 644
Harris, Thomas, petition of, to Massachusetts General

Court for powder, - - 758
A supply of powder voted to, - - - - 761

Harrison, Benjamin, Jun., Deputy Paymaster-General,
letter from, to the President of Congress, - - 540

Harrison) Colonel, elected a Delegate to Congress
from Virginia, - - 987

HaITison, John C., appointed an Ensign, ~ - 630
Harrison) Robert, appointed a Lieutenant-Coloriel of

Maryland Militia, - - - - - - 654
Harrison, Robert H., letters from, to General Heath, 259,

292,445,451,610, 869, 1010
Letter from) to Joshua Wentworth, - 274
Letter from, to G€neral Gates, - 292
Letters (rom, to the President of Congress, - - 299,

1034, 1137, 1165, 1282, 1310
Letter to) from Colonel Moylan, - - 301
Letter from, to Peter R. Lhingston, - 1035
Letter from, to General Schuyler, - 1120
Letter from, to WilJiam Duer, - 1165
Letter from, to Governour Trumbull, - 1187
Letter from, - 1264

Harrison, Mr., gives information relative to Nassau-
Island- - - - - - - - 669

Harrison & Vanbibber, letters from Maryland Co unci]
of Safety to, - 297, 298

Harriss, Robert, authorized to raise a company of Mi-
litia,

- - 635
Hart) Andries, order for the arrest and examination or, 688
Hart, John, Speaker of New-Jersey Assembly, letter

from, to Richard Stockton, - 365
Hart, J., Adjutant of the Twenty-First Regiment, - 877
Hart, Sir John, Consul at Lisbon, letter from, to the

Mayor of Bristo], - 177
Harthorne, Captain Daniel, wounded, . 1227
Hartley) Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas) letters from, to

General Gates" 113, 128, 204, 205, 222, 251, 278,
421, 504, 556, 621, 831, 981, 1000, 1018, 1028

Commanding Offi~er at CrQwn Point, - - 353
Letters to, from General Gates, - 204, 264
Letterfrom,to GeneralSt.Clair,- - 454

Hartshorne, John, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 638
Hasbrouck, Captain E., letter to, from Seth Curtis, - 1273
Hasbrouck, Colonel Jonathan, letter from, to New-

YorkConvention,- - 1167
Haseltine) Robert, deposition of, against Asa Porter, 153
Haslett, Co10nel John, letter from, to Thomas Rodney, 881

Extracts of letters from, to General Cresar Rod-
ney, - 896,1270

Surprises Major Rogers and his Rangers, - 1188
List .of prison~rs taken by, from Major Rogers's

corps of Tones, - - - - - - 1203
Haslett, William, recommended for a Captaincy, - 560
Hasselaband, Anthony) a deserter from the British

Army at Montreal, examination of, - - 203
Hatch, William, Commander of privateer Hope, - 795
Hatbaway, William) testimony of; on the trial of Cap-

tain Poole,
- 1295

Hause, George, ejected a Second Major,
-

_
405

Hausegger, Major, appointed Colonel of the German
Battalion of Phii<ldelphia, - 233

Ordered to repair to Philadelphia, _
292

Haverhill) Jetter from Colonel Hurd at, - 147
Hawk, the privateer, takes five prizes on her passage

to Spam, - - - - -
_ _

917
Detained at Bilboa as a pirate,

_
917, 1091

Released on appJication to the Spanish Govern-
ment)

_
917

Arrival of a prize of, at Newburyport,
-

_ _
1245

Hawkins, Henry, application of Commodore Hopkins
for the exchange of, -

_
132
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Hawkins, Colonel Josias; letter from, tol\faryland Con-
vention, -

_
925

Hawley, Joseph, letter from, to General Gates, - 836, 924
Hay, Colonel Ann Hawkes, letters from, to New-York

Convention, - 976,1066
Hay, Colonel Udney, letter from, to Captain Raymond, 534

Letter to, from Captain Raymond, - 534
Haynes, Joseph, deposition of, against Asa Porter and

others, - 151
Hays, John, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 88
Haywood) Benjamin) appoiDted a Paymaster, - - 332
Hazard, sloop, permitted to sail for Martinique, - 631
Hazard, Ebenezer, letters from, to John McKesson, 108,201

Letters from, to Abraham Yates, - 200, 301
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 680
Letter from) to General Gates, ~ - - - 995

Head-Quarters-
General Orders from, at New-York, _

121,
194, 238, 290, 292, 330, 381

Extract of a letter froID,to a gentleman at Annap-
olis, - - - - - - -

_ 370
GeDeral Orders from, at Harlem, -

_
413,

447, 501,566, 605, 606, 944, 991
Prisoners charged with capital offences to be sent

to, for trial, _
827

Arrival of five French officers at, -
_

855
General Orders from, at White-Plains,

-
_

1282, 1310
Committee appointed by Congress to visit, - 1373
Report of the Committee, (note,) - -

_
1385

Healleld, ship, from Ireland for New- York, with stores,
captnred by Captain Atkins, - 1228

Heard, General) return ofField Officers in the brigade
commanded by, - . - - - - 901

Heath, General William, letters ta, from-
Colonel Cary, -

_
108

~olonel Grayson, 439, 827,853,854, 1027
Robert H. Harrison, 259, 292, 445, 45],610, 869, 1010
Colonel Lasher, - - - - -

_
1250

General McDougall, . 275
Co]onel Moy]an, _

140
Co]onel Nicol], 169, 244
General Nixon, _

244
William Palfrey, _

139
General Putnam, _

962
Adjutant-GeneralReed, - -

_
275,

569, 597, 827, 845, 869, 962, 973, 1026
GeneralSaltonstall,. - - - - - 828Colonel Sargent, _

976
James Sayre, -

_
244

GeneralScott,- - 919
Tench Tilghman, _

962
General Washington, 239
Colonel Webb, 829,919

Letters from, to-
MajorBackus, 439, 845
Captam Benson, _

975
Colonel Chester, _

855
Captain Horton, _

1123
Hugh Hughe" _

332
Colone] Lasher, _

1264
Genera] Mifflin, _

275
Colonel Nicoll, _

169
General Nixon, _

1035
Captain Pain, -

_
896

G€neral Parsons, . 591
General Putnam, . 1264
Geueral Salton'tall, - 591, 828, 844
Colone] Sargent, - 962, 976, 1036
Captain Stewart, _

882
Disposition of the division under the command of, 1096
Extracts from the Journal of, (nole,) - - 523,961,

991, 1016, 1034, 1130, 1203, 1271, 1282
Hedge, Elisha, petition of, to Massachusetts General

Court, _
751

Hedges, Colonel, compelled to take the oath of alle-
giance,

-
_

281
Hell-Gate, main body of the enemy encamped near, - 170

The enemy open a battery upon the works at, . 258
Five of the enemy's ships between, and Frog's

Point, - - - - - - - _
1076

About two hundred sail of the enemy's fleet lying
near, - 1209

Hemenway, Ebenezer, C]erk of Framingham Com-
mittee,- -

]071
Hemstead) Sergeant, test.imony of, on the trial of Lieut.

Pope, _
1065

Henderson, John, appointed a First Lieutenant, 88
Hendricks, James, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel,

- 1395
Henty) David, appointed Deputy Adjutant-Genera],. 195

..
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Henly, Major Thomas, Aid-de-Campto General Heath,
kiIled in an attempt to surprise the guard on Mon-
tressar's Island, 502, 523, 524, 939

Commendation of, by Wa1'hington~ 502, Srl9
Brief history :md charact€r of, - 552

Henry, Ensign, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 473
Henry, Patrick, Goveroour of Virginia, letter to, from

General W iishington, - 888
Henshaw, Benjamin, Clerk of lVIiddletown (Connec-

ticut)Committee, ~ . - - - - 886
Henshaw, Daniel, Jr.) resolve for paying, for his ~er-

vices as Deputy Commissary, - - 776
Herbert, Stewart, appointed an Ensign, - 88
Herkheimer, Nicholas, appointed Brigadier-General of

Tryon County Militia, - 664
Hesler, John, appointed an Ensign of Pennsylvania

Associators, 82
HesRians-

General Howe calls upon the Ministry for more, - 123
Ardouf of, in the battle on Long-Island, - 159
Desertions of, from the enemy, . 203
Mutiny of, in Canada, - - 203
Averse to having their accounts methodized, - 519
Continually engaged in plundering, - - 624
Bad blood between the English troops and the, 948, 996
Examination of, taken prisoners, - - 1073
Enemy's Army reinforced by arrival of, 1076, 1158, 1265
Steps taken by the Ministry to obtain a reinforce-

ment of, -
0

-
0 0 0

-
_

1111
Taken prisoners by a party from Colonel Glover's

Regiment, - 1189
Scheme for exciting the desertion of, - - - 1222

Hewes, Joseph, letter from, to Samuel Purviance, - 364
Hewes &. Smith, letter to, from Marine Committee, - 853
Heyliger, John, letter from, to Continental. Congres3, 156

Letter from, to Thomas Willing, - - - - 157
Hickman, Ezekiel, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 1340
Hickman, MatHias, commissioned an Ensign, - - 636
Hickory,John, sentenced to be flogged, - - 1081
Hicks, John, sentenced to be flogged, - 477
Higgins, William, sentenced to be flogged, - - 569
High, Adam, petition of, to Massachusetts Council, - 786

Liberty granted to, to depart for England, - 786
Hi,[hJandersj ardonr of, in the battle on Long-Island,

- 159
Captured in the transport Oxford, - 163

Highlands, Nathan, recantation of, - 325
Highlands, New-York-

General Washington requests reinforcements for, 240, 675
Letterfrom New-York Committee of Safety to Dele-

gates in Congress respecting, - 260, 677
Report of Committee appointed to vi~it, - 666
Reinforcements ordered for, - 667, 668~ 670, 672
List of necessaries wanted at, - 674
Necessaries ordered for, 676, 678
Importance of securing the passes jn, - - 1015
Engineer sent to, by General Washington, - - 1094
Can be made defensible at very little expense, _

1123
Congress ~dopt measures for the defence of the, - 1374

Hill, John, prisoner in Boston jaiJ, attempts to send
inteIJigence to General Howe, - - 1125

Hill, Joseph, appointed a Second Lieutenant, -
_

659
Hillegas, Michael, letter to, from Richard Dallam, _

1024
Hindman, Captain James, letter from, to Maryland

Conncil of Safety, -
_

1006
Hindman, WiIJiam, letter to, from Maryland Council

of Safety, _
188

Hinman, Captain, sends in a valuableprize, _
1174

Sends into Providence two prize ships laden with
rum, sugar, indigo, &.c.,

-
_

1260
Hitchcock, Colonel Daniel, spirited conduct of the

regiment commanded by,
-

_
996

President of a General Court-Martial,
-

_
1295

Hobart, Aaron, letters from, to Richa.rd Devens, 359, 560
Hobart, John M., letter to, from Evert Banckerand others, 845

Letter from, to Messrs. Harper, Bancker and Platt, - 950
Hobart, John Sloss, Jetters from, to New-York Con-

vention, '0 206,503,553, 934, 975
Hobby, Jonathan, powder voted to, -

_
757

Hodge, John, letter to, fi'om Francis Lewis, - 1149
Hodge, Robert, letter from, to John McKesson, - 1131
Hodge! WiJliam, Jun., bearer of despatches to Silas

Deane, 0
_

840
Instructions to, from the Committee of Secret Oo"r-

respondence,
- 851, 852

Hodges, James, permitted to return to England, - 793
Hogmire, Conrad, resigns his commjssiou,

-
_

965
HoiMington, Major Jacob, letter from, to General

Gates, 0 336
Letter to, from General Gates) _

421
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Hoisington! Joab, tetter from, to New-York Congress, 721
Letter from, to General Gates,

_

1018
Holbrook, Robert, prisoner! examination of, - 1073
Holdridge.. Hezekiah, Major of Co]onel WyHys's regi-

ment; 194, 876
Holland, Francis, authorized to raisea Militia company, 635

Appointed Captain of a Company, - 638
HoJland~ refuses to close its ports in the West-Indies

against the Americans, ~ 362
Enormous price of tobacco in,

_

937
Silas Deane tJrges remittance of tobacco and rice to, 1090
Sale of twenty thousand hogshE'ads of tobacco will

establish the credit of the Congress in,
_

1234
HolJingsworth, Colonel Henry, letters from) to l\Iary-

land Conncil of Safety, _
105,579, 1246

Letters to, from Maryland Council of S~fety, - - 177,
271,542,518,965

Memorial of, to Maryland Council of Safety, - 1246
Hollingsworth] Jesse, letters to, from Maryland Coun-

cil of Safety, 0 272, 407, 886, 952
Letlers from, to Maryland Council of Safety, 818, 966

Hollister, Jesse, appointed an Ensign, - 476
HoHyday, John Robert, appointed a Quartermaster, - 642
Holmes, Captain, testimony of, on the trial of Lieu-

tenant Pope, - - 1065
HoJt, Michael, discharged from jail, - 1385
Holt, John, sentenced to be flogged, - 477
Hoofnage], Michael, appointed Adjutant of West-

moreland Baualion, . - 1333
Hope, privateer, petition of the owners of, - 794
Hope, British brig, captures an American privateer, . 1228
Hopkins, Benjamin, elected an Adjutant, - 1341
Hopkins, CommodoreEsek, letters from~to-

Jobn Bradford, - 914, 1134, 1195
Samnel Cbew, 0 267
Dunscome & Frazer, - 1043
Captain Hacker, 268, 1042, 1089, 1126, 1195, 1303
Rev. Samuel Hopkins,

_
837

Captain Jones, 1126, 1194, 1195, 1277
Captain Josiah, _

132
John Langdon, _

1226
Marine Committee, - 115, 282, 454, 623, 1226
Nathaniel Shaw, - 268
Daniel Tillinghast, 0

_

1004
GovernourTrumbulJ, ~ 455, 913
General Washington, 132

Letters to, from-
Mrs. Briggs, - 1005
John Paul Jones~ - 171
Marine Committee, 0 0 970, 1200, 1292
Governour TfI1mb~lI, - 304, 861, 1002, 1070

Reflection npon, by John Jay, - 999
Hopkins, Ger:ud, letter from Maryland Council of

Safety to, - 272
Hopkins) John, Captain of the frigate Warren, - 1394
Hopkins, Matthew, deposition of, - . - - 648
Hopkins, Rev. Samuel, letter to, from Commodore

Hopki"s, - 0 837
Hopkins, Stephen, Jetter from, to John Adams, - 837

Letter to, from Marine Committee, ~ 954
Hopkins, Captain Wait, memorial of; to Congress, - 273
Hopkins, Mr., Silas Deane's narrative of the conduct

~ - - ~9
Hopki~ton, memorial of CommiUee of, to Massachu-

~etts General Court,
- 764

Horlcrek, Samuel, prisoner, recommended to Con-
gress, _

984
Permitted to go to Boston and New-York)

- - 1412
Horn, Alexander, letter to, from South-Carolina Navy-

Board, _
1325

Horn's Hook, enemy land their artillery at,
_

372
Horsemander, Daniel, address of, to Governour Tryon, 1075
Horses, Quartermaster-General djrected to furnish

General Heath witb, _
108

Lancaster Committee authorize the impressment of, 1156
Horton, Gilbert, declares himself a subject of King

George, 0
- - -

_ _ _
0 311

Horton, Peter, deposition of, against WiIJiam Warne, 682
Horton, Captain, jnstructions to, from General Heath, 1123
Hospitals, Connecticut Council of Safety resolve to

provide, ~
_

387
Complaints of abuses in the, at Ticonderoga, - 591
Barracks at Sewall's Point not to be used for, - 778
Complaints of Co]. Smallwood, respecting, - 1100
To be established east of Hudson's River and in

New-Jersey, -
_

1393
Wages of Nurses in, augmented, - '_ 1393

House, Captain John, orders to, 341
Howard) Joshua, deposition of, 154
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Howe, Baxter, appointed a First Lieutenant, - - 1378
Howe, J ohu, petition of, to Massachusetts Council, - 789

A supply of powder delivered to, - - 789
Howe, Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount-

Verbal message of, to Congress by General Sul-
livan, - - - - - - - 105,]329

Letter to, from Dr. Franklin, - 234
Head-Quarters of, at Newtown, Long-Island, - 239
Letter to, from General Washington, - 257
Letter from, to Dr. Franklin, - 274
Age, appearance, and character of, - - 324
Extract of a Jetter from, to Mr. Stevens, - 379
Declaration of, in conjunction with Gen. Howe, 398, 565
Explanation of a late Declaration by J - - 398
Aildress of Inhabitants of New York to, - 1074
h highly complimented by Lord George Germain, 1111
Strictures on IIDeclaration" of',by UA Carolinian," 1180
Letter to, from General SlIlIivan, - - 1329
Answer of~to General Sullivan's letter, - . 1329
Resolutions of Congress in relation to the confer-

enceproposodby, - - - - -. - 133]
CommiUee appointed by Congress to confer with, 1332
Report of the Committee appointed to confer with, 1342
See Conference.

Howe, Lieutenant-General Sir WilJiam-
Letters from, to Lord George Germain, . 123,

378, 380, 462, 492, 5]9
LeUers to: from General Washington, - - 196,

399, 464, 52], 9]9
Issues orders for inlisting and impressing men on

Long-Island,- - - - - - 345,505
Declaration of, in conjunction with Lord Howe, 398, 565
Explanation of a late Declaration by, - - 398
Letters from, to General Washington, - 437,520,893
Terms of submission proposed to inhabitants of

Long-Island,- - - 505
Much chagrined at the escape of Washington's

Army from New York, - - - - 569
LeUer tOJfromLord George Germain, . 600, 1111
Proclamation of, offering pardon to deserters, - 603
Orders of, for seizing grain, &c., - .. 825
Amount pnd quality of troops under, - - 1073
Address of Inhabitants of New-York to, - 1074
Army of, reinforced by the arrival of Hessians, . 1076

Is highly cornplim,ented by Lord George Germain
for his conduct In the battle on Long-Island, - 1111

Cre.ted a Knigbt of tbe Order of the Batb, - "] 112
Strictures on the HDeclaration" of, by "A Caro-

linian," - - 1180
Is said to have compelled the people of New- York

to swear obedience to the British Parliament, - 1200
Howell, George, parole of, - . - - ~ 1027
Howell,Jacob S., letter to, from WilliamTrent, ~ 235
Howell, Samne], elected a member of Pennsylvania

Cotmcil of Safety, a

Howell, Stephen, Adjutant of Colonel Nicoll's regi~
ment, . 871

Howell, Zeb., an infamous abettor of the l\1inistry,
taken prisoner, - . - ~ - - 345

Howell, Captain, appointed Major of Brigade, .. - 472
Hubbard, Charles Holby,appointed Paymaster to Sar~

gent'sregiment, - . . - - - 331
Hubbart, Captain, killed in a skirmish on Montressor's

Island, - 552
Hubley, John, elected a member of Pennsylvania Com-

mittee of Safety,
Hucksters, frauds and impositions practised by,
Hudson's River-

G€neral Washington orders an encampment on,
opposite to Mount Washington, - 139

Colonel Putnam recommends strengthening the
fortifications on,

_

140
Colonel Moylan instructed to erect barracks at the

different posts on, - - 257
Importance of maintaining the possession of, - 261
Measures taken to complete the obstructions in, 439,699
Call for information respec6ng the chevaux-de-frise

sunk in, - . 689
Enemy's ships pass through the chevaux-de-frise in, 943,

958, 973,975, 961, 978
See Hightands.

Huffman, Evert, chosen an Ensign, - 831
Huges, Peter, recommended by Gates for Mustermas-

terJ ~
_

294
Hughes, Charles, permitted to go to the West-Indies, 1415
Hughes, Hugh, Assistant Quartermaster-General, let-

ter to, from Genera1 Heath, . 332
Letter from, to ~ew- York Convention, .

_
373

Letter from, to Captain Kierce, -
_

666

INDEX. 1466
Hughes, R., letter from, to Mr. Winslow, . 964
Hughes, Thomas, letter from, to Maryland Conven-

tion,

"
8]7, 1022

Letter to, from Maryland Council of Safety, - - 838
Hulburt, Lieutenant John: sentenced to be cashiered, 930
Humphrey, Colonel William, orders to, - . 341
Humphreys, Elisha) appointed a Paymaster, - 448
Humpton, Richard, appointed a Colonel of Pennsyl.

vania troops, ..
Hunter, Daniel, elected a member of Pennsylvania

Council of Safety, -Hunter, James, chosen a First Lieutenant of New.
York militia, -

_
831

Hunter, John: letter from, to John McKesson, . . 401
Huntington, Andrew) advance made to, -

_
849

Huntington, Benjamin) letter from, to Nathaniel Shaw, 1209
Hnntington, J abE'z, letter from, to Colonel Livingston, 267
Huntington, Colonel Jedediab, letter from, to Govern-

our Trumbull, -
_

336
Return of officers in the regiment commanded by, 877

Huntington, Committee of, revoke their former pro-
ceedings,&c'J- - 1220

Hurd, Colonel John, Jetter from, to New-Hampshire
CommiUee of Safety, ~ - - -

_
147

Letter from, to Pres.identWeare, -
_

147
Letter to, from Colonel Bayley, - . 508

Hurd, J6hn, Jetter from, to Colonel Chase, - 423
Hutchinson, Colonel Israel, return of officers in the

regiment commanded by, ~

_

901
Hutchinson, Joseph, petition of, to the Governour of

Connecticut, -
_

130
Huttotl, WIJliam, convicted of being an enemy to the

common cause,
_

1142
Hutton, Sergeant-Major, appointed an Adjutant, _

501
Hyer, Walter, account of, against the State of New-

York, - - - - - - "
_

725
Hynes! Andrew, authorized to raise a company of men, '634

Appointed Captain nf a company,
"

642
I.

94

9

8

Ijams, John, Jun., recommended for an Ensigncy, - 347
Appointed an :ensign, - - ~ - 632, 656

Illingsworth, Francis, Commander of the privateer
Jupiter, - - . -

_ a -
_

65
Imbert, Mons. Jean Louis, Engineer, sent by Conti-

nental Congress to General Washington, - 407,1361
Sent by General Washington to the Highlands, _

1094
Impressment of seamen: proceedings in relation to,

in London, - 1228-1232Incognito, to Governour Trumbull,
- ~ 454

Independence, privateer, sends into Providence two
valuable prizes, - 282

Independence, gaUey, proceedings on board the, - 963
Independence, declaration of, approved by Pennsyl-

vania Convention, ~
An inevitable consequence of the measures of the

Ministry, _
270

A decree worthy of .america, _
393

Dr. Franklin inflexib]y in favour of, . 916
Congratulations of Grand Jury of Charleston on, _

1059
Independency, privateer, sends in a prize, - 307
Indian Affairs, Commissioners for, letter from theJ to

Committee of Congress! - . 511
Report of William Wilson to, _

514
Indians, expected hostilities with the, 13

Frontier Counties of Pennsylvania greatly exposed
to the incursions of, -

War threatened by, on the frontierfol of Pennsyl-
vania, ]6, 36, 46, 47

Encouraged by agents of Great Britain to fa.lIon the
frontiers, -

Message of Pennsylvania Convention to the Shaw-
anese',

Payment. of two, messengers from Stockbridge to
Fort PItt, - - - - - - - 87

Operations of General Rutherford against the South-
ern, - 208,]235

Southern, sick of their connection with the Tories, 209
Penobscot tribe of, decline to engage in the Conti.

nental service,
_

230
A large body of, reported to be on their way to

Oswego - - - -
" -

_
247 385

Barbarous'acts committed by the Cherokee, . -
:

392
Instigated by the British ,to fall on the frontier set-

tlements,
_

394
A company of Stockbridge, under the command

of Captain Wbittlesey, _
476

One thousand, under the command of Sir John
Johnson, _

509

10

9

- 616 ]6

39

46
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Indians-
Watch the fleet on the Lake, and take every oppor-

tunityto annoyit, - .. - - - .. 534
Speech of the Governour of Detroit to the Wyan-

dot, - 516
A soldier killed and scalped by Southern, - 540
Shawanese and Delaware, declare in favour of the

King, - - - - - - - - 564
Inhabitants of Papaconk in great fear of a rupture

with, - 613
A party of hostile, discovered in the neighbourhood

of Monkton, - - 621
:M"oneyvoted for the support of two of the St. John's

tribeof, - - 775
Upon the head waters of the Susquehannah, dis-

posedforpeace, .. - - - 824
Conference held with, at Wyoming, .. 825
Seven of the Penobscot tribe of, in list in the service

of the United States, - 914
Two Sachems of the Ca)'l]ga tribe of, visit General

Washington,
_

- .. - - - 832
Said to be breaking out on the frontiers, - - 857
Abaut forty, chiefs and warriars, visit Colanel Day-

ton at Fort Schuyler, - 859
The Caralinians utterly defeat the Cherakee, - 990
Stackbridge, valuable as scauts, - - - - 1120
EmpJoymeot .of, in America, recammended by "A

Soldier" - 1120
Very nu~eraus in the enemy's Army, - - 1144
Onenhoghkwage and Tuscarara, ta the .officers at

Ot8e"0 Lake - - - - - - - 1193
Settler: at the ~auth .of Wheeling killed by, - 1236
Soldiers captured by, near Ticonderaga, - 1267
Resolutions .of CongresG in relation to, - 1362

Indigo, exported to France by the Secret Cammittee, 1215
Great demand far, in Eurape, - 1234
Exparted by South Carolina to the West-Indies, - 1328

Industry, schaaner, permitted ta ga to Hispaniala, - 642
Industry, privateer, prizes taken by the, - - 935, 1019
Inglis, Sergeant, appointed an Eneign, - 478
Inlistments, shart, ilJ can sequences .of. 488, 489 496
Inaculatian, pernicious use of, by traaps on their way

ta jain the Army, - - - - - - 110
Instructjons, to Pennsylvania Delegates in Cangress, 11

Ta the gentlemen appainted to visit the Pennsylva-
nia traa ps, 60

Ta the Commodore .ofthe fleet of ,Pennsylvania, 74,75
Fram the freemen .of a town in Connecticut ta their

Representatives, - ~ - 113
To Captain John Clouston, 174,782
To Colouel Barrett, - 222
Ta tbe Committee .of Boston relative ta the ship

William and her passengers, 792} 793
To Captain J ahn Deshon, - - 848
To Colonel Hand, - 993
To Captain Hacker, - 1042, 1089, 1195, 1303
To Recruiting Officers, - 1297
Ta the Cammissioners to France, 1356, 1358
Additional} to the Commissioners ta France} (nate,) 1404

Intelligence, Calonel Hartley receives, from Ludwick
Potier, a German, - 421

Received from twa prisaners taken by Lieutenant
Whitcomb, - 482

Received from a Frenchman who lives apposite Isie-
la-Motte, - 592

From three prisaners taken an Staten-Island, - 1073
From American prisoners escaped from the enemy, 1294

Intercepted letters, taken by Captain Jones fram Epes
Sargeant, - 226, 769

Intrenching tools, badly wanted at Crawn Point, - 205
A large quantity o~ seut ta Forts Mantgamery and

Constitutian, - 262, 672
General Schuyler in want of a great quantity of, - 1079

Ireland, order in Council prohibiting the expartatian
of provisians from, - - 1233

Irish Channel, twa American privateers sail for the, - 863
Iron pats, a number of, sent by Massachusetts ta

Washington's Army, - 594
General WardJorwards a number of, to Washing-

tan's Army,
- 600

Irvine, James, appointed a Calonel of Pennsylvania
troaps in Continenfal senice, -

Isaac, an Indian, letter from, ta the .officers of the
Rangers at Otsego, - - 1193

Isaacs, Ralph, suspected of being unfriendly, - 303, 374
Petitian of the Inhabitants of New-Haven far the

removalo~ ~ 374
Convicted by Connecticut Assembly, - - 375

Isham, Captain Jahn, letter ta, fram General Chester, 301
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Isle-aux-N oix, unhealthiness .of,
About a thausand men at, ~

Isle Motte, letter from General Arnald at,
Islip, Cammittee of, revake their former proceedings

and aeknawledge allegiance to the King, - - 1220
Izard, Ralph, letter to, from Claude Crespigny, - - 190

J.

- 356
- 482

354

93

Jack, Matthew, appainted a First Lientenant, - - 1340
Jacksan, Captain Jaoathan, letter fromto John Avery, 538
Jacksan, Joseph, appainted a Paymaster, - - 502
Jackson, Calanel Michael, orders ta, far an attack an

Montres.sor'sIsland, - 452
Wounded,- - 523

Jacobs, John, appointed an Ensign, - 642
Jamaica, insurrectian of the negroes in, -

~ 404
James, Julianat petitian of) for the return .of her fur-

niture, - 771
Prayer of the petition of, granted, ~ 774

Jauncey, Captain, captures a transport laden wjth pra-
visians for Howe's Army, -1174, 1260

Jay. John, letter to, from Robert Morris, - - 459
Extract .of a letter fram, ta Gouverneur Morris, - 921
Letter from, to Edward Rutledge, - 998
Letter to,from James Auchmuty, - - 1168
Letter to, from Dr. John Morgan, ~

- 1272
Letter from, ta New-Hampshire General Caurt, 1314

Jefferson, Thomas, appointed on a commission to
negot,iate a treaty with France, - 839, 1379

Declines the appaintment, ~ - 987, 1410
Jenkins, Williams, petition o~ ta Massachusetts Gen-

eral Court,
- 783

Permitted ta depart far Great Britain, - ~ 784
Jenkins, Captain \Villiam, resigns his commission, - 1332
J ericha, on Onion River, the mast advantageaus post

for the defence of the frontier, - - - - 111
Jersey Redoubt, observations of Lieutenant-Calonel

Pelissiere 00 the, ~ 1170
Jiams, J ahn, Ensign of a company of Matrosses

raised for the defenee of Annapolis, - - 656
Jahn, Captain, a Chief .of the Six Nations, - 825
John, ship, capture .of the} by the Defence, - - 886
J ahnsan, Ensign David, pramoted ta a Secand Lieu~

tenancy, - ~ 1084
J ahnsan, Sergeant, promated ta an Ensigncy, - - 616
Jahnsan, Sir John, in command of a thousand In-

dians,
_

509
Reparted to have arrived at Oswego with a large

farce, - - - - - - -
_

859
Said to have marched, with Indians, Canadians, &c.,

against the inhabitants on the Mohawk, - - 1018
In ~ommand of a bady of traaps and Indians,

destined far the Muhawk River, - 1274
Jahnson! Jahn, appointed an Assistant Surgean in the

Flymg-Camp,- - - - - - - 628
Johnson, Thomas, Jun., Delegate in Congress from

Maryland, letter from, to Maryland Cauncil of
Safety, - 407

J ahnsan} William, letter from, to Maryland Council
of Safety, - 1236

Johnston, George, appointed Majar .of Fifth Virginia
Battalion, - - - - ~ - - 1395

Johnston, William, Jetter from, - 385
Jahnstane, William, appointed aSecond Lieutenant, - 638
Jones, Rev. David, letter from, to General Gates, - 277
Jones, Ic.habod, petition of, ta Massaehusetts General

Court, - 731
Janes, Captain Jahn Paul, letters fram, to Marine Com-

mittee, - 171, 226, 624, 1303
Letter from, to Commadare Hopkins, - - 171
Prizes captured by, -1019, 1260
Letters from, to Robert Morris, - 171, 1105
Lettfm.; to, from Commodore Hapkins, - -1126,

1194, 1195, 1277
Jones, John, memarial .of, to Massachusetts General

Court, - 764
Jones, Jonathan, appainted a Major .of Pennsylvania

farces in Continental service, - 94
Janes, Josiah, advi:!rtised as a de~erter, - 362
Jones, Pearson, petitian o~ to Massachusetts Cal1ncil, 799
Janes, Thomas, appainted a First Lieutenant, - - 634
JaIJes, Thomas, appointed a Second Major, - 654
Josiah, Captain James, letter to, from Commadare

Hopkins, 132
Josselyn, Jaseph, letter from, to Richard Devens, 317,318
Jaurnal, of a Chaplain in Colonel Durkee's regiment, 460

Of Lieutenant Whiteomb, - - - -
_

482
Of Can gress, resoJutiolJs respecting publishing, 1377, 1380

Jupiter, privateer slaop, commission granted to the,
- 65
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K.
Kame, James, Jun., chosen a Second Lieutenant of

New-YorkMilitia, - - 831
Keandey, Dr. John, removed from Yorktown, to the

jail of Carlisle, 97
Keil, Christopher, sentenced to be flogged, - 551
Keith, Isham, appointed a SeDond Lieutenant, -

~ l396
KehieJ Captain, appointed to get the schooner Ninety-

two ready for sea,
_

- 643
Kemp, David, petition of, to Massachosetts Court, - 755
Kennedy, James, allowed to return to London, - - 797
Keppel, Admira], ready to do his duty, but not in the

line of America, . 1232
KeppeJe, Henry, Jun., elected a member of Pennsyl-

vania CounciJ of Safety, . 8
Kerrl Josel'h, appointed an Ensign,. - 1340
Ketcham, Isaac, in the jail of Fairfield, - 576

Ordered to be brought, manacled, before the New-
York Convention,

_
- 711

Ketchumj Israel, sent under guard to Fishkill, - - 975
Kidd, Lieutenant! dismissed the service, - - 946! 1140
Kierse,Captain,letterto, fromH. Hughes, - 1266
KiJlgore, David! appointed a Captain, - 1340
Killum, Henry, required to give security for his good

behaviour, . - 631
KimbaH,Lieutenant Benjamin, promoted to a Cap-

taincy, - 474
Kimball, Je8~u:~,promoted to a Captaincy, - 477
King, Benjamin, appointed Captain of the schooner

Resolution, - 642
King, Richard, testimony o~ - - 210
King, Robert, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - SO
King, Samuel, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 721
King, Thomas, receipt o~ for tents to be de]ivered to

G€neraJ Washington, - 837
King, William, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 634
King of Great Britain, address of the Lord Mayor, &c.,

ofYork,to, - - . - - - - 1126
Proc];mation by, for encouraging seamen to enter

on board the ships-of-war, - 1228
Proclamation by, for a general fast in England and

Wales, - 1289
Proclamation by, for a general fast in Scotland, - 1290

King's Bridge, defensible state of the grounds above, 106
Great importance of the posts at, - - 106
An Assistant Quartermaster sent tOj - 108
General Greene recommends taking post at, - 183
Post at, naturally strong, and well fortified, - - 237
Order for the obstruction of the roads leading to, 239, 259
Barracks to be eree-ted at, ~ - 257
Maryland troops at Head-Quarters ordered to, - 259
A large quantity of boards wanted at, - - 470
A weekly post established from Kingston to, ~ 554
Proposed meeting of Genera] Officers at, - 1026
Order of march of General Heath's division froffi1

to White-Plains, - 1164
King's County, New.York, return of officers for, - 109
Kingston, Jamaica, extract of a letter from, - 1046
Kingston, Long-Island, Committee of, establish a

weekly post to King's Bridge, - - 554
Adv~nceby New-Yark ConventiontOJfor removing

pTJsoners, . 663
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 663
Resolve of, in relation to tea, - - - - 950

Kinsey! Samuel, appointed an Ensignj - 308
Kinyon, 'Villiam, ,taken prisoner at Quebeck, makes

his escapej - 486
Kirkbride, Colonel, obtains )eave of absence! - 22
Knight, Lieutenant John, pri!:ioner, letter from, to

General Washington, - 1226
Knox) Colonel Henry! letter to, from Captain Newell, 239

Return of ArtiJlery Regiment commanded by, - 329,
451, 607, 905, 909, 1130

Supposed to have been taken by the enemy, - 352
Knowles, Charles, appointed a Paymaster, - 501
Knowlton, Lieutenant-Colonel, kiJled at Harlem, - 369,

371, 381, 384, 417, 430
Knyphausen) Hessian General, arrival of, at Sandy-

Hook, - . - - - - -
_ 1158

Kosciuszko, Thaddeus, appointed an Engineer, with
the rank of Colonel, - - - - - 1406

Reward to, for 1aying out a fortification at Eillings-
portl

Kuhl, Frederick, elected a. member of Pennsylvania
Council of Safety,

-
~ ~

_ _ _

L.

La Cole, river,enemy building a battery for heavy can~
non at, -

_
861
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92

Lady Washington, privateer, a valuable prize taken
by the,

-' - 935
L'Hommedieu, Ezraj loan officer of Suffolk County, 693
Lake Champlain, letter from the mate of a vessel OIl,

to New~York Convention, ~ 386
Force of the enemy on, - 566
Absolute necessity of augmenting the Navy on, - 982
Battle on, between the fleets of Arnold and Carleton, 1028
List of Arnold's fleet OIl, - 1039
Sir Guy Carleton's account of the battle on, 1040j 1041
List of American vessels OD,before the action, 1041, 1179
Captain Pringle's account of the battle on, - - 1069
Total destruction of Arnold's fleet on, - - 1079
List of the British fleet on, - 1080,1172,1179
General Waterbury's account of the battle on, - 1224

La Marquisie, Mons., CrJptain and Engineer in the
Northern Army, four months' pay ad\'anced to, - 1335

Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Committee-
Letter from, to the Committee of Car1isle, ~ 106
Letter to, from the Committee of Reading, - - 120
Proceedings of, - 234, 287, 365, 490, 546, 1008, 1155
Letter tOIfrom Pennsylvania Council of SafetY1 - 255
Letter tOj from the Board of War~ - 956
Letter from, to Richard Peters, - 1033
Letters from, to the rtifferent township Committees, 1156
Letter to, from George Ross, - 1217
Congress advance eight thousand dollars to, - - 1389

Landon, Jonathan! letter from, tQ Ezra Thompson, - 1078
Land Warrants, not assignable, ~ 1363
Langdon, John, letters to, from Josiah Bartlett, - - 105,

253, 350, 459, 602, 1063, 1128
Letters to, from Marine CommiUee, - 429, 956, 1023
LeUel to, from Commodore Hopkins, - - 1226
Leller to, from William Whipple, - - - 124g

Langdon, Captain John, orders from New~Hampshire
Assemhly to, - - 360

Langdon, Mr., (Major Skene's clerk,) charged with
being an enemy to his country, - 1088

Convicted of being an enemy to his country, - 1142
Lasher, Colonel John, return of officers in the regi-

ment commanded by, - 875
President of a Court-Martialj - 948
Letter from, to General Heath, - 1250

Lathrop, Isaacj letter from, to Richard Devens, - 133, 317
Laughlinj Alexander, Chairman of Cumberland, Penn-

sylvania, Committee, - 1201
Law, Richard, letter from, to Governour Tru,rnbul1, - 281

Appointed a Delegate in Congress from Connecti~
cnt, - 1209

Lawrence, Augustine, letter to, from Marine Commit-
tee, - 1148

Letter from, to New-York Convention, - 1313
Letter tal from New~YorkConvention, - - 1313

Lawrence, Leven, recommended for a First Lieulen~
aney, - 347

Appo~nteda First Lieutenant in the Flying.Camp, 632
First Lieutenant of a company of Matrossss for

defence of Annapolis, - 656
Lawrence, Thomas, asks permission to go to Long-

Island, - - 975
Law,son, Richard, sentenced to be flogged for deser-

tion, - 590
Leach, John, Commander of privateer Dolphin, - 799
Lead, Pennsylvania Convention takes measures to

procure, - 3
Ten tons of, required at Ticonderoga, ~ - - 185
New-York Convention order a supply of, to Char-

Jotte and Tryon Counties, - 673
New-York Committee of Safety order a ton of, to

Albany County, - 673
A. snpply of, voted to Jeremiah Colborn, - 776
Ten tons of, at Virginia mines, ready for the use of

the Continental Army, - 986
A quantity of, arrives from France, - 1019
Three tons of, arrive at Ticonderoga, - 1080
A quantity of, arrives at Ticonderoga, - - 1169
Congress resolve to send four tons o~ to Pittsburgh, 1337
Ten tons of, sent to General Gates, - 1339

Lead-Mine at Nine~PartDers, state of the, - 1078
Learned,. Simon, appointed Paymaster to Colonel

Learned's regiment, - 331
Le Craw, Winiam, Commander of privateer Neces-

sity,- - 801
Ledlie, Andrew, complains of ill usage from inhabi-

tants of Easton, 33
Lee, Arthur, Jetter from, to C. W. F. Dumas, - - 455

Elected a Commissioner to France, -1198, 1410
Letter to, from Committee of Secret Correspond-

ence, - 1199
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Lee, General CharJes-
Claude Crespigny believes him to be very able, but

wants him, to give proofs of his being to be
trusted, ~ .. 190

Hourly expected at New- Yark) as if from Heaven)
with. a legion of flaming swordsmen, - - 197

Arrival of, at Charlestown, S. C.,
-

.. 285
Expresses his approbation of the conduct of the

officers of the South-Carolina battaJions,
- - 285

Arri~.al o~ at PhiladelphiaJ
- - 957

Letters from, to the President of Congress, - 9721 1008
.4pp](cation to Congress for indemnification for

lossr,g sustained in consequence of entering the
American service, ..

_
998

Attends in Congress, by order, .. 1389
Congress advance thirty thousand dollars to, - 1390, 1393
Directed to repair to the camp at Harlem, - 1390..Much wanted at New-York, - - 999
Letter from) to General Gates, . 1034
Ordered to the command of the troops above King's

Bridge, (note,) - 1034
Auival of, at Head-Quarters, Harlem,

- - 1035
Boldness inspired by preseoc.e of, . 1095
Skirmish of, with the enemy at Rodman's Point, - 1174

Lee, Francis Lightfoot, letter to, from General Ste-
phen, _

1092
Lee, Captain John, prizes taken by, - 917,1245

Detention and relaase in Spain, -
_

917, 1091
Lee) Richard Henry, letters from, to Samuel Purvi~

ance, Jun.,
- 350, 989

Letter from) to General Washington, - 1261
Lee) Dr. Samuel, appointed Surgeon on board the Oli.

ver CromweJl, - - 848
Lee, Lieutenant Thomas, orders from Captajn Fassett, 187
Lee, William, letter from, to C. W. F. Dumas,

- - 270
Leech, Nathaniel, &.Co., petition of, to Massachusetts

Council, - - 758
Leech, Nathaniel, Commander of the privateer Polly, 758
Leech, Susannah, petition of, to Massachusetts Gen-

eral Court, - 803
Leffenwell) El:.enezer, sentenced to suffer death, - 448

Pardoned by General Washington,
_

501
LeffingwelJ, Christopher, letters from, to Governour

Trumbnll, - - - - - - 336, 623
Leghorn, the Grand Duke of Tuscana proposes a com-

merce between America and, - - 811
Leighton, Samuel, fire]ocks delivered to, - - 748
Leitch, Major, badly wounded in the skirmish at Har-

lem, 369, 371, 381, 384, 417, 430
Thanks of Washington to the troops commanded by, 382
Death of,

_

844
Lemmon, WilJiam, permitted to go to- Eng]and, - 786
Leonard, Samuel, appointed a Quartermaster, - - 1083
Leslie, Brigadier-General, (British,) return of killed

and wounded in the Brigade commanded by, - 1270
Lewis, Brigadier-General Andrew, letters from, to the

President of Congress, - 271, 918
N otificatioD of, to soldiers on furlough,

_
1304

Lewis, Benjamin, prisoner, released from prison, 26,27
Lewis, Francis, Delegate in Congress from New. York,

letter from, to Captain Hodge, - - 1149
Letter to, from New- York Convention,

_
1190

Letter from, to New-York Convention,
- 1247

Appointed on a Committee to visit Washington's
Head-Quarters, - - - .. -

_
1373

Lewis, Francis, Jun., permitted to go to the State of
New- York,

_

1405
Lewis, Colonel Ichabod, letter from, to Governour

Li\'ingston,
- 122

Lewis, Morgan, elected Deputy Quartermaster-Gell"
eral to the Northern Army, - .133S

Licenses, none to be taken out from the officers of the
late Government of Pennsylvania, 19

Liddell, Alexander, allowed to return to England, ~ 795
LightMHorse, two regiments of Connecticut, ordered

to march towards New-York, - - -
_

187
Troop of Connecticut) ordered to Westchester,

New-York,
_

267
Chevalier d)Antignac proposes to raise a regiment, 1032

Lillie, John, sentenced to be flogged, _
239

Lincoln, General Benjamin, letter from, to Massachu-
setts Council, -

_
389

Letter to, from Massachusetts Council, - 402
Chosen to command the Massachusetts J.\iIilitia raised

to reinforce Washington's Army, - 507,772
Letter to, from General Washington, - 609
Ordered to the Highlands, to defeat the plans of the

Tories, -
_

991
Lincoln, Halilianiah, appointed a First Lieutenant, _

80
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Linen, Maryland Council of Safety furnishes funds to
purchase, - 988

A quantity or, taken in a prize, offered to the Con-
tinent for the use of the Army,

_

1133
A quantity of) delivered to Captain Harris,

_
- 1307

Two Americart privateers sail for the Irish Channel
to intercept, -

_
1342

Lingan, James, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 1342
Lingo, Smith, deposition of,

- ~ 652.
I Link, Jacob, appointed a Captain, - 82

LippiU, Colonel Christopher, orders his regiment to
march to New~York,.

_
338

Return of the regiment commanded by, ~ 909
Elected by Cungress Colonel of a Rhode-Island

battalion, M1333
List, of sick on board Arnold's fleet, _

224
Of Field Officers in the service of Virginia, - ~ 320
Of Officers of Virginia forces while on Provincial

Establishment,
_

320
Of Captains and Sub3.Jterns in Virginia service, with

date of commissions, _
321

Of Naval Eltores necessary to complete row-galleys
at Ticonderoga, _

343
Of persons heM up to view as enemies to their

country, -
_

485
Of effects taken off the Island in Somerset County, 633
Of Officers in sundry regiments, - - .. _

870
Of gentlemen recommended for promotion in the

regiments about to be raised in Connecticut, _
959

Of Arnold's /leet on Lake CiJamplain, - - 1039
Of American vesse]s on Lake Champlain before the

aClion, _
1041,1179

Of Captain Smith's company of Maryland militia
enrolled for the Flying-Camp,

-
_

1062
Of the enemy's /leet on Lake Champlain. 1080, 1172, 1179
Of prisoners taken on Staten. Island)

-
_

1094
Of prizes taken by Captain Jones, . 1105
or ContinentalAgents, _

1114
Of Prize Agents, _ 1] 15
Of Officersin Colonel Snyder's regiment, _

1124
Of Officers commissioned for thp. Fir:)! and Second

Battalions of New-Hampshire ]evies,
- 1177

Of Biamen detached from vessels in the St. Law-
rence to serve 011Lake Champlain, ~

- 1179
Of prisoners taken from the corps of Tories com-

manded by Major Rogers,
_

1203
Of Officers recommended as imitable persons to

bear commissions, - - 1254
Of British ships on the American station,

_

1318
Litchfield, Connecticut, disaffected persons sent to,

from Skenesborough, - 1142
Livingston, Co]onel Henry B., letters from, to Govern~

ollrTrumbullj- - - - - -
_ 114,

281, 296, 312, 336, 375, 622, 1173, 1245
Letter to, from General Washington, -

_
167

Letters from) to Connecticut Council of War, 170,225
Letters to, from Governour Tmmbull, - - 225,

252, 265, 266, 304, 344, 345, 1030
Letter to, from Jabez HuntingtoD,

_

267
Return of the regiment of, -

_
296

Letters from, to General Washington, 297, 504, 1041,1275
Letter from, to Major Ely, -

_
297

Letter from, to Robert R. Livingston, Jun., - - 306
Letter from, to Colonel Samuel R. Coit, w 311
Zeal and activity of, ~ 934
Recommended by \Vashington for preferment,

_
948

Letter from, to New-York Convention,
_

1088
Livingston, Major Henry Brockhobt, Aid-de-Camp to

General Schuyler, recommended to Congress, - 334
Congress determine to prm'ide for, - -

_
1378

Livingston) Gilbert, member of New-York Convention,
letter from, to the Convention, 333, 700

Living3ton, Gilbert, appointed an Ensign, ~
- 997

Livingston, Colonel Peter R., elected President of
New-York Convention, - 719

Letter to, from Captain Cregier, - .. 572
Letters to, from Samuel Ten Broeck, - 963, 977
Letter to, from John Sloss Hobart, - 975
Letter to, from Petrus Van Gaasbeck, . - 977
Letter from, to New~York De]egates in Congress,

_
998

Letter to, from Robert H. Harrison, - 1035
Letter to, from Peter Van Ness, . - 1036
Letter to, from John Broome, ~ 1077
Letter to! from Robert R. Li"ingston, - .. 1205
Letter from, to New-York Convention,

_
]256

Letter from, to WiJliam Duer, ~ 1286
Letter from, to Pierre Van Cortlandt, - - 1286

Livingston, Peter V. D., Treasurer of the State of
New-York, 419,697
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Livin~stonJ Robert R'J Jun., member of New-York
Convention, letter to, from Colonel Henry B.
Livingston, - 306

Letter to, from Tench Ti1ghman, - - 974
Letters from, to General lVasbiugton, - -1014, 1240
Letter to, from Stephen Ward, - 1168
Letter from, to Peter R. Li,'ingston, - 1205
Letter to, from Volkert Veeder, - - 1267

Livingston, WaJter, Deputy Commissary-General, let-
ters to, from H. Glen, 185, 264

Letter to, from Joseph Trumbull, - - 213
Letter from, to the President of Congress, - 220
Tenders to Congress his resignation, . - 221
Letter tOJ from Henry Glen, - - 311
Letter from, to General Gates, - 453
Refuses to obey the orders of Mr. Avery, - 453
Congress appoint a Committee to inquire into the

.c.onduet of, - 1336
Charge of James Deane against, (note,) - 1337
Congress aceept the resignation of, - - - 1339

Living~ton, William, Gavernour of New-Jersey, speech
of, to the General Assembly of New-Jersey,

- 288
Address of New-Jersey Agsernb]y to, - - 492
Reply of, to the Address ofthe Assembly, - 492
Address ofNew-Jer8ey Council to, - 587
Reply of, to the Address of the Council, - 588
Letter to, from Co]onel De Hart, - - 833
Letters from, to the President of Congress, - 853, 1237
Letter to, from General Washington, - 894
Letter to, from General MaxweJlJ - - 1143
Letter to, from G€neral 81. Clair, - - 1207
Letter to, from Rowland Chambers, - 1237

Livingston, Mr., captnred on his passage from Jamaica
to London, introduced to Congress, - - - 984

Permitted to go to Boston and New-YorkJ - - 1412
Lloyd, James, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 629
Loan, Pennsylvania Convention .apply to Congress

for a, 25, 47
New-York Convention apply to Congress for a, - 418
Silas Deane directed to negotiate a, in France, - 822
Congress resolve to negotiate aJ of five millions of

dollars, - -1386, 1389
Lockwood, EbenezerJ letter to, from Danbury Com-

mittee, - 1194
Logan, Walter, petition of, to Massachusetts Council

for permission to return to England, - - - 749
Prayer of the petition of, gl'anted, ~ 750

London) extracts of letters frum New-York, received
in, - 135, 463, 519, 562, 1136

Extracts orIetters from Lisbon, received jn, . 156J 951
Extraei ora Jetter from Lord Percy, received in, - 168
Extracts of a letter from a British officer, received

in, - - 200, 1293
Extract of a letter from Barbadoes, received inJ - 231
Extract of a Jetter from PhiJadelphia, received In, - 234
Letter from Paris, received by a merchant in, w 423
Reward offered by insurers of, - 811
Extract of a Jetter from Halifax, received in, - w 837
Impressment of seamen in, - - 1229

London ChronicleJ An American to the Printer of the, 390
Appius to the Printer of the, - 391

Long, Captain Andrew, resigns his commission, . 1033
Long) Colone] Pierce, letter from, to New-Hampshire

Committee of Safety, - 1089
Long, Solomon, appointed a First LieutenantJ - - 627
Long Island-

Accounts of the battle on-
By Colonel Brodhead, 36
By Josiah Bartlett, - - 118
By General Washington} 120, 167, 196) 399
By a British Officer,

- 200
By Committee of Secret Correspondence, ~

- 820
By Dr. Tilton, - - 840
By Colond Haslet,

-
_

881
By Colonel Smallwood, - - 1012
Anonymous, - 107, 198

Retreat from, judicious and necessary, - 370,445,820
Retlun of the loss on, ordered by General Wash-

in,Q'ton, - - 946
Submjssion of the inhabitants of, 187,296,593,935, 1042
MeastJres for the remonl of inhabitants and stock

from, 357, 504, 623
Efforts of GE'neral Howe to obtain recruits and pro~

visi[)n~ on, 345,565, 825, 841J 934
OppressIOns of the enemy on, - 325
Petitions of certairl inhabitants ofJ to Governour

Trumbnll, 454,593
Proposed expedition to, - 607, 609J

841, 912, 1001, 1041, 1166, 1172
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Long-IsJand Sound-
Projected naval enterprise against the enemy's ships

in, - - 454, 455, 861, 913, 100], 1002
Ten or eleven of the enemy's ships proceed up the, 1116

Loring, Daniel, elected an Adjutant of Massachusetts
Militia, - - 753

LottJ AbrahamJ Treasurer or the Colony of New~ York,
Committee appointed to report what further measM
mes are necessary to bring him to account for the
publick moneys, M 693

Report of the Commiltee, ~ ~ 696
Resolutions of the Convention, - 696, 697
Letters o~ to the Convention, ~ 723, 1132

LoveH, Mr., exchanged for Governour SkeneJ ~ - 437
Lovejoy, Major, letter to, from John Grout, - 216
Lownsbury, Lieutenant, testimony ofJ on the trial of

Captain Hardenbergh, - 1140
Lucas, Lieutenant John, sent to PhiladeJphia to for~ .

ward clothing for the NOJ'thern Army, - 615
Letter from} to General Gates, - 1217

Ludlow, Mr., appointed by the enemy Chief Justice
on Long-hland, ~ 325

Ludlow, Richard, convicted of being an enemy to the
common causeJ -1142

Ludlum, Benjamin, 1Senlto New-York Convention for
examination, - - 310

To be kept in custody tiJl further order, 691,702
Released on bail, - 716

Ludlum, IsaacJ order for the arrest of, - 688
Lumber, resolve respecting the exportation of, - - 736
Lux & BowleYJ letters from, to Maryland Council of

Safety, - - 818, 989, 1197
Letter to, from Maryland Council of SafetYJ ~

- 887
Lux, WjJ]jam, member of Baltimore Committee, - 117

Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - - 988
Lyman, Abner, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy) - 1083
Lyman, Daniel, appointed a Major of Brigade} - 1120

Testimony of, on the trial of Captain Poole, ~ - 1295
Lyman, Captain, fire-locks delivered to,

- - 748
Lynch, armed schooner, Captain Ayers} - - 116
Lyndsborough, pet.ition oftha town of, to New-Hamp..

shire Committee of Safety, M
-

~
- 1289

Lyon, BenjaminJ appointed a Third Lieutenant, ~ 1378
Lyon, William, elected a member of Pennsylvania

Council of Safety, ~ 9

M,

Mabbett, Samuel, letter from, to the New-York Con~
vention, - ~ 911

Macamly, John, memorial of, - - 554
Maccubbin} NicholasJ letters from, to Maryland Coun-

cil of Safety, - 1062, 1148
Machias LibertYJ 8]oop~of~war) order for the supply of

the, with provisionsJ - 800
Macka-y, William, permitted to return home, - 1395
Mackie, WjJliam, appointed a First Lieutenant, ~ 659
Macumber, Ensign Matthew, acquiUed by a Court-

Martial of the charge of plundering, - - 499
Note on the evidence, by General Washington, - 500
Cashiered, on reconsiderati&n of the evidence, 501,448
Congress caB on the Court-Martial for their reasons

for their first judgment, - - - - 1383 945
Court~Martial dec]ine to giv-e their reasons, ~ - ' 944
Genera] Washington advises that the matter rest

where it is, .. 943
Maddo1!;J Zeroba-bel, required to give security for his

good behaviour} - 631
Madrid, friendly disposition of the Court of, - 917
Maduncook, inhabitants of, authorized to choose As-

sessors, - .. 776
Magaw, Colonel Robert, return of officers in the bat..

talion commanded by,
- 879

Ma,gazines of provisions, &c.} necessity for the estab.
lishment of, at various points, .. _

1281
Magoon, J osephJ sentenced to receive thirty-nine

lashes for stealing, - - - - ~ _
1086

Mahony, Thomas, permitted to return t-o England, - 792
Mahony, V{illiam, arrested for inducing a soldier to

desertJ - 242
Mails, regulations for carrying the publick} _

256
Mains, James, ap-pointed an Ensign} - - 474
Malcom, Colonel William, letter from, to Jolm Mc~

KessonJ -
_

197
MalmedYJ Marquis de) appointed a Major by brevet, 407, 1361

Two months' pay advanced to, ~
_

M
_

1374
Man]ey, Captain, of the frigate HancockJ instructions

to, -
_

1200
Mamoraneck, defeat of Major Rogers and his corpi!!

of Tories at, - - 1203
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Mann, Andrew! appointed a Captain, .. ]340 1 Maryland-Continued. .
Manning, Nathaniel, appointe~ a Se~ond Lieutenant, 630 Convention, lett~r3 to, from-
Marblehead, resolve for supplYll1gj with cannon, - 761 Major Adams,
Marine Committee, letters from, to- Baltimore Committee,

_

Lieutenant Albertson, - 823 Joshua Clarke,
William Bingham, - - 864 Castlehaven Company,

_

John Bradford, - 428 President of Congress, -Continental Agents, 1023, 1] 13 Captain Chew's Company, ..
Thomas Cushing, . - 427 Major Driver and Colonel Stainton,
Committee for buiJdjng Continental fngates at CharJes C. Griffith,

Providence, - - 954, 955, 1023 Colonel Hawkins,
Nathaniel Falconer, - 955, 1022 Thomas Hughes, _

Governour of North-Caro]ina, - - 1199 Nathan Rumsey,
_

Captsin Hallock, - 1115 Joseph Whayland,
Messrs. Hewes &.Smith, - - 853 Council of Safety, Proceedings of,
Stephen Hopkins, - - 9.54 Correspondence of, with-
Commodore Hopkins, - 970, 1200, 1292 Baltimore Committee, 117,271,309,541,578,1032,
John Langdon, - -

429,956,1023 General Beall, . 272, lOll
Auuustine Lawrence and Samuel Tuder, - - 1148 CoJonel Bond, _

988
Captain McNeill, - - - - - - 428 Lieutenant Nathaniel Bond,

-
_

1022,1113
Captains Manley, McNeil, and Thompson, - 1200 Rjchard Bond, _

1292
New-York Convention, - 956 Samuel Boone, _

938
Prize AO"ents - 1114 Colonel Buchanan, _

364
Capt~in ~Isaia'h Robinson, - 1092 General Buchanan, _

271
Captain James Robinson, - 1115 John Burrell, _

117
Captain Thompson, - 428 8amuel Calwell, -

_
579

Daniel Ti/iinghaRt, - - 119, 1292 James Lloyd ChamberJaine, -
_

135
Governour Trumbull, - 1237 James Clarke and Melchior Keener, _

966
Captain Wickes, -429, 1213, 1215 James Clarke and others, _

966, 1268, 1308
Captain Young, - 410 Cravath &.Dugan, _

838
Letters to, from- Secret Co~mittee of Congress, 310, 510

Commodore Hopkins, 115, 282, 454, 623, 1226 Dele,gates In Congress,
- 407,541

Captain Jones, - - - 171, 226, 624, 1303 PreSIdent of Congress, -
_

1113
Marines! thirty.three, detai]ed for Arnold's fleet, - 472 C~p[ain Cookf:'] - - 308,458,487,488, 863

Application of Gideon Adair to be appointed Cap- Rtchard Dallam,
-

_
192

tain of, on a Maryl-and schooner, .. .. - 1268 William Deakins, Jun.,.. _
117

Maritime Cou'et, resolve relative to the adjournment Captain Deams, 1148, 1261
or a, at PownalborougJJ, - - .. - - 751 Captain Deans, _

117
Markham, J oho, appointed Major of the Second Vir- Colonel Dor8ey,

-
_

347giniaBattalioll] - - - - .. - 1395 CumberlandDugan, 406
Markland, Edward, appointed Lieutenant ofscbooner Samuel Duvall, -

_
1061Dolphin,- - - - - - - - 656 JohnEnnalls, 1236

Marony, Captain, Jate Provo$t Marsha], suspended for Colone! Ewing, .. .. 177
beincr absent without ]eave, - .. .. 843,869 Captain Fiddeman, .. 177

Marquis ~fGrjmaldy, Prime Minister of Spain, orders Thomas Gaott, _
396

from, to the Commissary of Marine, .. .. 917 Amos Garrett, 1071,1278,1307
l\Iarquls of Kildare, resolution of Congress f.elativeto Colonel HaU, _

456, 1021
the cargo of, ~ - - - - - - 1409 John Hanson, Jun., _

1005
Marsh, John, prisoner, examination of, - 598 James Hindmanj - ~ 1006
Marshall, Colonel, order for supplying the regiment William Hindman, _

191
of, with muskets, - 806 Conrad Hogmire, -

_
965

Marshall, Lieutenant Andrew, dismiss€d the service Colonel Henry HoJIingsworfh, 105,
for disobedience of orders, - 17.'i 177,271,542.579,965,1246Petitionsof,to New-HampshireAssembly,- 175,176 Jesse Hollingsworth, 272,407,418,886,952,966

Restored to office, - 177 Gerard Hopkins, -
_

272
Marshall, Benjamin, and Brothers, letter from, to the Colonel Hughes,

- ~ 838, 1022
President of Congress) - 490 Th. Johnson, Jun., _

407
Marston, Benjamin, a refugee, taken prisoner by Cap- William Johnson, _

1236
tain Paine) - 487 William Lux, _

988
Confined in jail at Plymouth, - 507 Lnx &.Bowley, _' 818, 887, 889. 1197

Martha)s Vineyard, resolve for the supply of, with Nicho]as Maccubbin,
-

_
1062,1148

cannon, - w 766 Alexander McFadan,
-

_
363Martin, Alexander) appointed an Ensign, - 476 Robert Morris, ~ 823

Martin, Samuel, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 476 Captain B. Nicholson,
-

_
209

Martin, Colonel, return of officers in the regiment Captain James Nicholson, 104,509, 578
commanded by, - 899 Robert Peter and Thomas Richardson, 1072

Martjndale, Simon, certificate in favour o~ - 24] Richard Peters) - 1247
Allowed pay and rations to this time, .. ~ 1339 Colonel John Hatton Read, _ _

578
Expenses and disbursements paid to) .. - 1397 Colonel Richardson, 104

Martinico, friendly conduct of the Governour of, 323, 425 Colonel Richmond. _
1122Mary and James, brig, captured by an American Thomas Ringgold, _
457

privateer, - - ~ ~ - ~ - 177 BenjaminRumsey, . 363r 578Maryland~sickness among the troops of, - - 169, 1014 Benjamin Rumsey and James Tilghman) _
308Troops of,in New-Jersey, ordered to march to New- Colonel CharJesRum~ey, .. _ 456)542,1128

York, - 212 Colonel SiP'!, 396,457
Troops of, on Long-Island, ordered to King's Colonel SmaJlwood, _

272, 838, 1097
Bridge, - - 259, 1014 p, Sim 8mith, 1209

Troops of, yompJimented by Washington for gaJIant Richard Smith, _
1062

conduct in the skirmish at Harlem~ - - 371 Colonel Stainston, .. 362
Return of the troops of, in Continental service, un~ Stephen Steward,

-
_

1071.1268
der Colonel Smallwood, - - 567 Thomas Stone, 156,177, 601

Number of the soldiers of, taken prisoners on Long- J. A. Thomas, ~ 168
Island,

- 595 Colonel Travers,
-

_
396Bravery of the battalion or, w

- 882 Vanbibber &. Harrison,
_

297, 298, 965, 1134
Colonel Smallwood's account of the marches and Captain Watkins)

~ 1236
operations of the troops of, near New-York, 1012, 1097 Doctor Weisenthall, 458, 817

Congress advance twenty-five thousand dollars to) 1340 George We])s, _
1072

Resolutions of Convention, respecting the eight Messrs. WiJljng and Morris, ~ _
510

battalions allotted to, - 1410 Colonel Wright,
_ _

405

- 613

- 117

- 1261
- 1278

136, 489, 838

- 887

- 560

- 947

- 925
. 817

- 1134

- 1268
625-660
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Mason, Go, Chairman of Fairfax (Virginia) Committee, 11~7
Massachusetts Armed Vessels-

Diligent, Captain Lambert,
Fref'dom, Captain CloustOD,
Independence, Captain Samson,
Machias Liberty, Captain O'Brien, ~

Massachusetts, Captain Souther,
Republick, Captain Williams,
Rising Empire, Captain Welden,
Tyrannicide, Captain Fisk,

Massachusetts Assembly-
Correspondence of, w"itb-

William Bradford,
President of Congress,
Gavernour Trumbull,
General Washington,

Extmct of a letter to a member of,
Itlassachusetts Council~

Letters from, to-
Captain CloustoD, -
Govemour Cooke, -
Riehard Derby,
Richard Devens,
Generals Farley and Prescott, ~

Thomas Fletcher, -
General Gates,
Genera] Lincoln,
President of Congress,
Captain Souther,
Governour Trumbull,
General Ward,
GeneraJ Warren,
General Washington,
Colonel Aaron Willard, ~

Letter:; to, from-
Captain Abijah Bangs,
Alexander Coffin, -
Colonel Cushing,
Richard Derby,
Framingham Comrnitte~, -
Colonel Dike, -
General Lincoln,
Aaron Root, .
Winthrop Sargent, .
John Torrey, -
Govemour Trumbull,
General Ward,

'General Warren,
Mesheck Weare,

Massachusetts General Court-
ResoJves of, petitions to, &c., - 116,

133, 313, 315, 487,725,808, 984, 1109, 1175
Matlack, Timothy., in the PennsyJvania Convention, - 1

Acts as Secretary to the Convention, - 2
Electeda member ofPenns)'lvania Council of Safety, 8
A Commissioner for forming the Flying-Camp, 20, 36

Matthews, David, letter from, tQAbraham Yates, ~ 558
Matthews, Lieutenant James, di~missedthe servicej ~ 473
Maxwell, James, appointed a Captain, - 638
MaxweJl, General lVjlJiamj Jetter from, to Governour

Livingston, ~ 1143
Elected a Brigadier-General, - 1410

May, Ephraim, elected First Major of Boston Regi-
ment of Militia, - 753

Mayberry, Richardj fire-arms delivered to, - 768
Mayhew, Joseph) petition of, to Massachusetts Gen-

eral Court, ~ 746
Mayres, Tl1omas, examination into the conduct of, - 859
Measarn, George, ejected Commis~ary of CJothing for

the Northern Army, ~ - 1403
Mease, James, Commissary, ordered to send shirts,

shoes, and stockings, to the Northern ArmYj - 561
Sixty thousand dolJar~ forwarded to, - 1336

Mease and Caldwell, letter from, to General Gates, - 1063
Mecklin, Devalt, appointed an Ensignl - 1340
MedforJ, Massachusetts, petition of Committee o~

to tbe General Court, ~ 802
Medicines, suffering for, in the Northern Army, 263,685

A quantity of, Sel}t by Governo\1r Trumbull to the
Northern Department, - 2.79

Great want of, at Mount Independence, ~ 574
A chest of, captured from the enemy, ~ - 597
Re5(,lve for supplying Dr. Watts with,

- - 761
Dr. Stringer procures, for the Northern Army. 923
Fort Constitution entirely destitute of, - . - 973
Ca10uel Smallwood's regiment suffer for want of, ~ 1099
Peruvian bark forwarded to the Southern Department, 1363
Re:,o]lItion for supplying the Northern Army with, 1378

MelJen, James, appointed a Major, ~ -
.. ~ 1378

- 764, 1045
174,782,801,805

- 794

- 800
338, 943

- 801
734, 753

767, 784, 798, 1046

- 376
136, 315, 489, 839, 953

205, 266, 315
312,399,596

- 600

- 174

- 316, 538, 10,0, 1089
- 943

- 594

- 377

- 230

- 441

- 402

- 486, 576, 1109
- 338

- 507, 1146
- 886

316, 376
506,594,914

174, 230

- 1046
- 539

- 1018
- 943

- 1070

- 268

- 389

- 1196

- 116

- 507
129, 836. 624, 1245
- 487
- 1107
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MelviJl, Thomasl petition of, to :MassachllseUs Coun~
cil, -

~ 749
Prays for a supply of powder, - 754
A S11PP]Yof powder delivered to, - - 757

:Memoraudum, of articles wanted by General Arnold, 835
or money paid to purchase arms, ~ - 862
Of payments for arms stopped from the old estab-

lishment, - 862
Of the names of French officers arrived at Boston, - 1108
Of Lord Stirling respecting barracks, -- - 1254

Memorial of-
Cumberland COllnty Committee to Pennsylvania

Convention, - 80
Westmorland County to Pennsylvania Convention, 33
Colonel Warner aJ1d Captains Hopkins and Brown-

son, ~ 273
First Lieutenants ofTbirli Virginja Regiment, - 349
John Macamly and Nathaniel Finch, - ~ 554
Gunning Bedford to Con~ress, u 579
Lieutenant Colonel Shepard to General Washington, 604
Cornelius Atherton to New- York Committee of

Safety, - 719
Joseph Frye to Massachusetts General Court, - 725
Joseph Ball and others to Massachusetts General

Court, . 733
John Jones to Massachusetts General Court, - 764
Jeremiah Colburn to Massachusetts General Court, 765
Thomas Crafts to Massachusetts Council, ~ 766
Riehard Adams to Massachusetts General Court, - 771
Sunbury (Nova-Scotia) Committee to Massachusetts

General Assembly, ~ ~ 785
Tbe town of Spencer to Massachusetts General

Court, - 801
Thomas Cushing, agent for building the Continental

frigates, ~ ~ - ~ - - - 805
John Anderson to Massachusetts Council, ~ 808
John Melchior N€ff to Continental Congressj ~ 953
Stonington Committee to Connecticut Assembly, - 1008
Chevalierd'Antignac to Congress, ~ 1032
Henry HoHingsworthto Maryland Council of Safety, 1246
William Forbes to New-York Congress, - 1259
Adam Babcock to Connecticut Council of SafetYI - 1277
See Petition.

Mentgesj Francis, application for commission ofMajorj 596
Appointed a Major, 94

Mercer, General Hllgh, complains of the desertion of
Pennsylvania Militia, ~ ~ - - - 20

Ordered to send men intended for the Flying-Camp,
to New~York,- - 121

Letter!':! tOj from General Washington, - ~ 139,
181, 240, 292, 463, 548

Letters from, to the President of Congressj. - 157,
972, 1093, 1129

Letters from, to General Washington, . 212, 367, 1073
Letters from~to the Board of War, ~ 547
Return of the Army under the command ot: - - 941

Merlin, frigate, engagement with a Connecticut hrig, 936
Merryman, Micajah, appointed a Major) - - 642
Messeck, Nehemiah, appointed a Second Lieutenant, 632
Michael, Eberheart, appointed Paymaster to German

Battalion, - 1416
MiddJeborough Committee, petition ot: to Ma~sachu~

setts General Court, - 747
Middlesex (Connecticut) Committee~ proceedings of, 885
Miers, Eliezer, appointed a Captain, ~ 1340
Mifflin, John, elected Paymaster to Colonel Magaw's

battalion, - 1329
Millin, Samuel, elected a member of Pennsylvania

Council of S::lfety, ~ 8
Appointed Commodore or the fleet of Pennsylvania, 61, 63
Declines serving as Commander~in..Chief of the fleet, 70
Letter to, from General Roberdeau, - 181

Mifflin, Brigadier-Generat Thomas, letters from, to
General Heath, 199, 274

LeIters to, from Colonel Reed, 258, 259
Letter tOj from General Heath) - 275
Arrival of, at Philadelpbia, - - 840
Appointed Quartermaster-General, -

605j 1383
Letters from, to Witliam Duer, 1137, 1254
Letter to, from General Greene, . - 1263
Invoice of ammunition sent to, - 1263

Mildeberger, Lieutenant Oliver, cashiered, ~ - 591
Miles, Colonelj proposed for Brigadier..General and

Commander-in-Chief of Pennsylvania forces, 3
Taken pri:wner in the battle on Long-Island, ~ 108

Milford,frigate, crui:;ing off the Capes of Delaware). 116
Cruisincr on the coast of Massachusetts, - - 3]5

Plans f;r the capture of the - - . 427,428, 460
Resolve of Massachusetts for attacking the, - 736

..
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Military Academy~ Committee appointed by Congress
to bring in a pbn of, - - - - - 1383

Military Stores, arrival of a cargo of, from France, - 916
Account of, in possession of John Bradford, Agent

for Prizes, - 924
Militia, ei(rht reuiments of Connecticut, ordered to

emba;k for Long-IsJand, - - 115
Not to be depended on, - 120,

238, 441,446,488,496,1186, 1299
SmeJl strong of cowardice, - . - - 138

Discontent of Connecticut, at New-Yark, - 122
Orders respecting the Pennsylvania and New-Jersey,

assemhled at Bergen, - 158
On Long.lsland, submit to General Howe, - - 187
Nine regiments of Connecticut, ordered to march

towards New-York, - 187,188
Sick of, allowed to return home, - - 194
Their want of discipline of pernicious tendency, - 258
Connecticutl ordered to march to Westchester, - 267
Of Southold, desert Colonel Livingston in a body, 296
Flight of, at Bergen and Paulus-H?ok, - . 351, 367, 369
Re~olutions of New-Jersey CouncIl relattve to pay

of- -366
Disdrderly comluct of, in retreat from New-York, - 370
Ncces8ity for a well-regulated, - - -

393, 394
One-fifth of the Massachusetts, preparing to march

to New-York, - - - - - - - 486
General Washington discharges the whole of the

Connecticut, - - - - - - 494, 549

The Tryon County, formed into a brigade, - - 664
New- Yark Convention resolve to send six hundred,

to Forts Montgomery and Constitution, - - 667
Resolve for paying the mileage of certain, - - 756
Resolve for paying, raising men, &.c., - - 761
ResoJves of Ma.ssachusett~ for raising, to reinfore

the Army at New-York, - - 762
A large supply of ammunition forwarded to Fair-

field for the use of the Massachusetts, - - 767
Doe reeriment of Massachusetts, ordered to Rhode-

Island,
_

- 767
Resolve for recalling the Massachusetts, ordered to

New- York, - 775
Position of the Connecticut, near New-York, - 828
More expensive thau any other kind of troops, - 889
Address of a Militia-Man to Connecticut As~embly

on,
_

- 983
Eierht or ten thousand, should be immediately sent

to Ticonderoga, - - - ~ - - 1080

Prompt response of the Stockbridge, to th8 call of
General Schuyler, - - -. - - - 1087

Ordered into Tryon County, under Colonel Van
Schaick, - - 1296

Desert in great numbers from the Northern Army, 1299
Six. thousand New-Hampshire and Massachusetts,

march to join the grand Army, - 934
Resolutions of Congress respecting the Pennsyl-

vania,discharged from the Flying-Camp, ~ 1376
Mi1ler, Devalt, appointed standard-bearer to fourth bat-

talion of Pennsylvania Associators, - 82
Miller, Nicholas, appointed a Captain, 80
Miller, Richard, attempts to raise a company on Long-

Island for Howe's Army,
_

- 504
Shot through the body, - - 504, 506, 886

Miller, Samuel, appointed a Captain, - 1340
MiJIer, William, letter to the Commanding-Officer at

MountWashington, ,. - - - - 829
Letters from, to Captain Osborne, 829, 883

Minor, Thomus, deposition of, against Asa Porter, - 152
Miriam, Silas, appointed a Surgeon, - 476
Mitchell, Ambrose, recommended for a First Lieu-

tenancy, - - 560
Mitchell, Uriah, recommended to New-York Conven-

tion for employment, ~ 206
Mitchell, Colonel Jonathan, orders to, - 781
Mohawk River, inhabitants on, threatened with inva-

sion, - 385, 1018
Mollinedo, Manuel de, Commissary of Marine of Spain,

ordered to release the American schooner Hawk, 917
Money, Colonel Hollingsworth draws upon Maryland

Council of Safetyfor,
_

105
R. Dallam, Deputy Paymastp,r-General, applies to

Congress for, - - 193
Washington in great distress for want of - 194
A sum of, paid to a company of Rangers, - 423
General Gates forbids the circulation of any, but

ContiwfHital, - - 477
H. Glen appJiesto G€neral Schuyler for, ~ 534
Small amount of, in the hands of the Deputy Pay-

mas'.er-General, - 540

INDEX. 1480

Money-Continued.
Colonel Hollingsworth receives a remittance of, 578, 579
lVlaryland Council of Safety furnishes five hundred

pounds for tne Flying-Camp, - - 578
Silas Deane embarra~sedfor the want of, ~ 601
Colonel Birdsall petitions New-York Convention

fOT,to pay bounty due his men, ~ 666'
Paid by the Treasurer of New- York, for which no

accounts have been rendered, - - 697
Major Hoisington appJies to New-York Congress

for, to pay ar1d subsist his Rangers, - - - 724
Paid Messrs. P'1gesand Parham fOT a two months'

tour to Canada, - 768
A sum of~paid for blankets, _

768
Committees having pub]ick, in their hands, ordered

to return it to the Treasurer, - 773
Resolve to supply Robert McKown with, - 796
Captain 0' Brien in want of,. _

800
AppJicatiQnof some prisoners on parole for, _

830
Memorandum o~paid to purchase armfl, ~ 862
Joseph TrumbuJl applies to Congress for,

_
1011

Advanced by Congress to MaryJand, . 1340
Advanced by Congress to New-York,

- - 1373,1380
Advanced by Congress to Pennsylvania, - 1382
Advanced by Congress to North-{;aroJina, _

1406
Monopolizers, "P. W." on,

-
_

1288
Montgomery, ship, in the service of Pennsylvania, 79,82
Montgomery, sloop, belonging to New~York, 357, 702,711
Montgomery, privateert from Providence, _

1126
Montgomery, Continental ship,

-
_

1394
Montgomery; Fort-see Highlands.
Montgomery, General, death of, a consequence of

8hort inlistments, - - - - - 488, 489
Montauk Point, 'cattle remo\'ed from, 623
Montres80r's Island, a thousand of the enemy land on, 275

Three or four thousand of the enemy embark for, ~ 351
Attempt to surprise the guard on, - 445,

451, 452, 502, 523, 524, 552
See 'Veisner, Captain.

Moon, John, petition of, (0 Masaachusetts Council, - 784
Moon, Nathaniel, appointed an Ensiern, - ~ . 82
Mooney, Major Hercules, President of a Court-Mar-

t;al, - 175
Petition of, and others, to New-Hampshire Commit-

tee of Safety, - - 508
Mooney, Liel]tenant Benjamin, cashiered, 1081
Moor, James, appointed an Ensign, 82
Moor, Captain Daniel, reprimanded, - 1081
Moore, General James, letter .to, from the President

of Congress, -
_

136
Letter from: to the President of Congress,.. - 395

Moore, John, elected a member of Pennsylvania Coun-
cil of Safety, -Moore, Captain; late commander of the H Mary and
James," extract of a letter from, - - - 403

Morgan, Captain Daniel, recommended by Wa8hing~.
ton for Colonel of the Rifle Regiment, - - 589

Morgan, James, recommended for prOmf!l~On, -
_

1007
Morgan, Dr. John, Jetter from, to John lay, - 1272

Directed
'0

provide a hospital for the Army east of
Hudson's River, - - . - - - 1393

Morgan, Michael, appointed a Recruiting Sergeant for
Artillery, - - - - - - - 657

Morgan, Rober., appointed an Ensign in tbe Flying~
Camp, - - - - - - -

_
643

Morris, Alexander, permitted to depart for Hispaniola, 84
Morris, Anthony James, appointed a Lieutenant-Col~

onel of Pennsylvania troops in Continenta] service, 94
Morris, Gouverneur, letter from John Jay to, - - 921

Letter from, to New-York Convention, -
_

1023
Morril'l, John, Secretary to Pennsylvania Convention, 2,4
Morris, Jonathan F., appointed an Ensign, - 476
Morris, General, letter to, from New-York Conven-

t;on, .
- 693,949

Morris,Robert, elected a De]egate to Continental Con-
gress, _~ - ~

- - 6
Letters to, from Captain J ones, ~ - 172, 110.5
Letters to, from Silas Deane, - 361, 601, 1235
Lpuer from, to John Jay, - 459
Appointed a member of the COMmittee of Secret

Correspondence, ~ 823
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - - 823
Letter from, to General Gates, - 1262

Morris, Samuel, Sr., ejected a member of Pennsyl-
vania Council of Safety,-

Morris, Samuel, Jun" elected a member of Pennsyl-
vania Council of Safety, ~

Morris, Samuel Cad., elected a member of Pennsyl-
vania Council of Safety, -

9

8

8

37



1481

Morris) Mr.) a Major "in the British service, sells his
commission and ~omes to America, - - 539

Morris, Thomas, exlract of a letter 10, from the Secret
Committee, - 1237

Morri:-;on, John, Commissary of Forage in the British
Army, . 565

Morristown, petition of prisoners in the jail of, - 830
Morton, John, elected a DeJegate to Continental Con-

gress, 6
Mosley, .Rohert, appointed a First Lieutenant, ~ - 1340
Motin de la Balme,

M"
recommended to Congress by

Silas Deane, 1091, 1092
Mott, Captain, appointed a Major, - - 695
Mott, Samuel, letter from) to Governour TrumbulJ, - 933
Moullrie, WilJiam, elected a Brigadier-General,

- 1341
Mount Hope, near Ticonderoga, cKtract of, a letter

from, . 1223
Mount Independence, extracts of letters from - 169, 222

Barracks for a strong garrison ghou]d be built on, - 470
Directions concerning the road from, to Otter Creek, 534
Much sickness at, 574, 933
Oration delivered at, by Rev. Mr. Tenent, - 1144

Mount Washington, extract of a leiter from, . 552
Letter from Westchester Committee to Command-

ing Officer at, - . 829
Enemy's ships pass the obstructions opposite, - 979
Extract of a letter from a General Officer at, - 1202
A re-inforcement ordered to, - 1221

Mountz, William, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 1340
Moylan, Colonel Stephen, Quartermaster-General-

Desired to place an Assistant-Quartermaster at
King's Bridge, - 108

Letter to, from General Washington, - - 139
Letter from, to General Heath, - 140
Letters from, to the President of Congress, - 197, 570
Letter to, from Tench Tilghman, - 257
Letter from, to Colonel Harrison, - .301
Resignation of, 605, 1383
Unable to conduct the business of so many troops, 840
Acted wisely and honestly in resigning, - 998

Mulford, Col., compeJled to take the oath of allegiance, 281
Munro, Captain, captures a valuablE:'prize,

- 486
Murphey, Daniel, flogged for desertion, - - 992
Muse, Thomas, appointed a Major, .

_
654

Certificate of, . 1279
Muskeeto, advice-boat, - . 853
Muskets, arrival of a number o~ from Martinico, - 323

Taken from the enemy on Staten-Island, - 1130
Taken from Major Rogp.rs's regiment, . l1R8

Mutiny, on board the privateer Putnam, -
_

714
Myle, Jacob, appointed Quartermaster to the German

Battalion, - 92, 1416

Me.

McCabe, Edward, appointed a Second Lieutenant," 88
McCabe, George, in the FJying-Camp,

- - - 1380
McCalvery, James, appointed a First Lieutenant, 82
McClallan, Cara, promotell to a First Lieutenancy, - 474
McClave, Captain, commendation of, - 1121
McClean, Sergeant, promoted to an Ensigncy, - 1083
McClintock, Nathanie], appointed an Adjutant, - 1177
McClintucke, Alexander, promoted to a First Lieu-

tenancy, a 1086
McClure, James, elected Chaplain of Colonel McCoy's

battalinn, - 1338
McCobb, James, letter from, to Henry Gardner, - 144
McCormick, James, sentenced to suffer death for de-

sertion and mutiny) - - 551
Ordered to Head-Quarters for execution, - 827
Order for the execution of, - - 842
Makes his escape, - - - 845
Trial of Captain De Witt for the ]iberation o~ - 948

McCoy, JEneas, appointed Colonel ofa battalion raised
for the defimce of the frontier, . .

McCoy, James, appointed an Adjutant of Pennsylvania
Associators - - - - - - ~ 82

McCrakin, Isaa;, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 642
McCrea, Mr.) Surgeon of Arnold's fleet, - .- - 225
McCully, George, promoted to a SBcond Lieutenancy, 478
McCumber, Ensign-see MacumtJer.

,McDonald, Mr., employed to explore lead mines, - 1078
McDona]dJGeneral, prisoner) leuer from, to the Board

of War, 191
G€neral Howe refuses to exchange Lord Stirling for, 437
Directed to be returned to Philadelphia, - 464
Resolutions of Congress in relation to, 1330, 1333, 1383

McDonald, Lewis, Chairman of Bedford Committee, 1273
McDonough, J\.fajor, wounded in the battle on Long-

Island, . - 882

INDEX. 1482
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McDougall, General Alexander, letter from, to Gen-
~fu~, -m

Letter from, to Committee of Arrangement,. - 1096
Letter from, to Robert Yates, 1166
President of a General Court-Martial, - - 1295

McDoweJl,James, appointed a First Lieutenant, .. 1340
McElhattan, William, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 88
McFadon, Alexander) Jetter from, to Maryland Coup-

eil nfSafety" - . . . - - 363
McGill, James, permitted to return to England, w 794
McIntosh, Colonel Lachlan, letter to, from General

Washington, . - 1166
Elected a Brigadier-General, ~ 1341

McKenzie, Captain, prisoner, liberated on paroJe, . 1360
McKerman, William, letter from, to Richard Peters, - 857
McKesson, John, Secretary toN ew~York Convention-

Letters to, from-
General George CHoton, -
Colonel Samuel H. Drake,
Captain Dumond, .
Ebenezer Hazard, -
Robert Hodge,
John Hunter, .
Colonel Makom,
Colonel Nicoll,
Johannes SJeght,

McKinley, Alexander, appointed a Captain,
McKown, RobeIt, Commissary, petition of, to Massa-

chusetts Council, . 795
McMurray, William, appointed a Second Lieutenant, 1331
McMullen, Nath., appointed an Ensign, ~

- 477
McNeaH, William, petition of, to New-York Conven-

tion, . 1101
MeN eilJ, Captain Hector, letter to, from Marine COD1~

mittee, ~
- 428

Order for delivering guns to,
_

804
Ordered on a cmise, - ..1200

McPherson) Co]onel, obtains leave of absence, - 30
McUne, l\'lr., ejected a Captain, . 1341
McWilliams, WjlJiam, appointed a Brigade-Major,

- 945'

N.
Nagle, George, appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel of

Pennsylvania troops in Continental service, 94
Nails, General Schuyler calls upon Congress for, - 246

AppJication of General Gates to General Schuyler
for, . _

469
General Schuyler not able to furnish, -

_
469

Greatly needed at TicQnderoga, - - 619, 1258
Sent to Forts Montgomery and Constitution, - 672
Twenty casks of, ~ent to General Gates, - 1064
Building of barracks greatly retarded by want of, - 1087
Scarcity of, in Boston, - 1227

Namun, Colone], spirited conduct of regiment of, . 996
Nancy, ship, captured by Captain Lee, - 1245
Nantes, military stores shipping from, for America, - 540

Letter to General Washington from, - 928
Nash, John, prisoner, examination of, - 868
Nassau~Island, information relative to, given by Mr.

Harrison,
_

669
Nautilus, British ship, cruising off too Capes of Vir-

ginia,
- 1200

Naval stores, list of, wanted to complete row-galleys. at Ticonderoga, - 343
Navy, Continental-

Uniform of officers, - is!
Wages allowed to seamen, ~ - 364
Difficulty of obtaining seamenj - 455, 623, 1070, 1105
Commodore Hopkins recommends to make the

shares of prize money equal to those of the priva-
teers, 283,455

Captain Jones recommends to inlist the seamen
during pleasure and give them all the prizes, - 1105

In settling the ranks of Captains) the merits of
Captain Nicho]son will not be forgotten, - - 350

The rank between Captains McNeil] and Thomp-
son not yet established, - - 428

In ranking the Captains, Captain Nicholson placed
at tbe bead, - 989

Captain Manly uneasy about his being third, and
desired leave to resign, . 1063

Captain Thompson sixth on the list- WiJliam Whip-
ple wonld have ~ad him bigber, . . . 1248

Table of pay, proposed by Captain Jones, . 1107
Coal wanted to make anchors and other smiths'

work fOf the frigates at PhiladeJphia, - 1022
A frigate and two cutters to be fitted out in Europe

to cruise in the English Channel, - 851) 1387
Sum expended in fitting out eight armed vessels, - 1361

.1221, 1312
. 1097

- 524
108, 201

- 1131
. 401
- 197
. 597

554
88
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Navy, Continental-Continued.
Estimate to be made of the prizes taken by the fleet

commanded by Commodore Hopkins, - 1388
Rank of the Captains of, - 1394
Marine Commiuee empowered to settle the rank of

the Lieutenants, - 1395
. Two ships to be delivered to the Committee of Se-

cret Correspondence, - 1397
Accounts of the State: of, to be published from time

to time,
_

- 1405
Form of oath to be takert by the officersof, - - 1408
Commissioner:.! to France djrected to procure from

that Court eight line-of-battle ships, - - 1409
Respect to be shown to, by private vessels of war

and merchant ships, - - - - - 1415
Rules for the distribution of prize money, -1417, 1114
Rank and pay of officers, referred to a Committee, - 1417
Captain Jones recommends an expedition to the

coast of Africa, .. 1106
Proposed expedition against the ships of the enemy

'n
Long-Island Sound, . - -

455, 1001, 1002
Expedition planned to capture the British ships at

,he South, _ 970, 989
List of vesseh~ for the above expedition, .. 1199
Letter from the Marine Committee to the Gov-

emour of North-Carolina respecting the expe-
dition,

_
- 1199

Instructions to Commodore Hopkins for the
expedition... - 1200

Instructions to Captains lVIanJeYj M'Neil, and
Thompson, - - - - - - - 1200

Further instructions to Commodore Hopkins, - 1292
See Marine Committee.
Alfred, twenty-eight guns-

Lieutenant Pitcher proposed by Commodore
Hopkins for command of, - 115

Going to Newport to be have down, .. - 282
Will be cleaned and ready for sea in a week, - 454
Ready, all bnt men, - - 623
Ordered on the Southern expedition, - 970
Orders to Captain Jones for a cruise to N ew-

foundland, - - 1194,1277
Court-Martial held on board of, -1195, 1226
Manned and under sailing orders, .. 1226
Readyto sail, - - 1106

Andrew Doria, fourteen' guns-
Captain Biddle, prizes captured hy, 227, 282, 307, 455
McDongaU, Lieutenant of, - 282, 1292
Es6mate to be made of the prizes taken by, .. 1388
OffBermllda,- - 171
Captain Jrnes recommends to substitute twelve

six-pounders for her fourteen fours, - - 1106
Captain Isaiah Robinsonj instructions to, for a

voyage under the direction of the Secret Com-
mittee, . 1092

Despatches sent by, - -1148, 1198
Sails faster and is of more force than the Sachem, 1199

Bostonj twenty-four guns-
Ordered to be got ready for sea, 427, 428
Instructions to Captain M'Neil, - 1200
Resolves of MasS1lchusetls to furnish guns for, - 768,

770, 791, 804
Resolve of Massachusetts for furnishing powder

and other military stores to, - - 905
Cabot, ;;ixteen guns-

Captain Hinman, on a cruise without orders, - 115
Weaver, Lieutenant of, - 1226
Prizes taken by, 1174, 1226, 1260
Ordered on the Southern expedition, .. 970, 1200

Columhns- .
Captain WhippJe, in latilude thirty-six d~grees, a

sixty gun ship in chase of her, .. 282
Prizes taken by, 307, 455, 595, 624, 863
Arrival at Providence, very foul, - 623
Ordered on the Southern expedition, - 970
Cleaned and taking her baUast on board,

,
- 1070, 1226

Congress, twenty-eight guns-
Building at Poughkeepsie) New-York, 705,956
To be kept from being destroyed by the cnem}', 1148

Hampden, Captain Hacker-
Nearly ready for sea, - 115
In hadorder - - - - - - - ~68
Ordered fr~~ New-London rounl to Newport, - 454
Ready, all but men, - - 623
Instructions to Captain Hacker, -1042, 1195
Ordered out to gain inteJlige-nce, '{It - 1070
Manned and under sailing orders, - 1226
Aground on a sunken ledge in the harbour/ - 1106,'1303
Captain Olney left in command of, - - 1303

INDEX, 1484

Navy, Continental-Continued.
Hancock, thirty-two guns, Captain Maul.\'-

Building at Newburyport) MassachuseUs, -
Instructions to Captain Manly, - -
Resolve of Massachusetts to furnish guns tOj

Independence, ten guns, Captain Young--
II1!3tructions for a voyage to Martinico, - 410
Despatches sent hy, - 425,819,852, 864, 1148

Lexington, sixteen guns, Capt«in HaUock-
Instructions for a voyage, under the direction of

the Secret Committee,.. - - - - 1115
Despatches sent by, 1198, 1213

Montgomery, twenty-four guns-
Building at Poughkeepsie, New-York, - 705,956
To he kept from being destroyed hy the enemy, '1148

Muskeitoj four guns, Lieutenant Albertson-
Instructions for a voyage, as an advice boat, from

Philadelphia to North-Carolina, - - - 823
C~al tar, tallow, and rosin to be brought back by, 853

Providence, twenty-eight guns, Captain Whipple-
Fitting for sea at Providence, - 210, 454
Will be ready in a week, if she can be mannedj 9]3
Instructions to Nathaniel Falconer for an inspec-

tion o~ . 955
WiH be ready to saiJ in ten days, .. 986
Goneto Newport, - .. - - .. - 1194

Providence, twelve gUDS,Captain Jones-
Arrival at Providence, 1043; 1226
Account of the crnise of, 171, 226, 624, 1303
Captain Hacker ordered to the command of, - 1303

Raleigh, thirty-two guns, Captain Thompson- _

Fitting for sea, Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, 427, 460
Committee of Massachusetts to aid in fixing out, 736
In8tructions to ClJptain Thompson, - - 428, 1200
The Captain's and other officers' commissions

will go forward immediately, ~ - - 956
The Committee at Providence ordered to furnish

a. set of cannon for, - 955
The above order countermandedj - 1023
Governour Trumbull requested to furnish cannon

for, - 1237
Reprisal, sixteen guns) Captain Wickes-

Arrival at Philadelphia from Martinico, 323, 324
To be got ready for sea with the utmost expedi-

tion, ~ ~ 429
A fast-sailing ship, - .. 1212

Plan of a cruisej under the direction of the Secret
Committee, - - 1212

Instruetions to Captain Wickes, 1213, 1215
Despatches sent by, - 1237

Sachem, ten gunsj Captain James Robinson-
Prize sent into Philadelphia by, - 254
Inslructions for a voyage, under the direction of

tbe Secret Committee, .. - 1115
Despatches sent hy, - -

]
148, 1197

Virginia, twenty-eight guns, Captain Nicholson-
Fitting for sea at Baltimorej 350, 989
One ton of powder ordered to be delivered to, - 636

Warren, thirty-two guns, Captain John Hopkins-
Fitting for sea at Providence, - - - 2]0, 454
Will be ready in a week, if she can be manned, 913
Instructions to Nathaniel Falconer, for the in-

spection of, - - 955
Will be ready to sail in ten daysj - 986
Outsails all 'he boats in the river, ~ 1194

Washington, thirty-two guns, Captain Reed-
.MI'. Nicholson confirmed First Lieutenant of, - 350

Wasp~eight guns, Lieutenant BaJdwin-
Cannon, &.c., supplied to, by Maryland, ~

Prize brought into PhiladeJphia by, -
Navy, British-

Aid rendered by, in geuing pos,3cssion ofNew-Yark, 379
Proclamation in London for inlistments, - 1228
Impressment of seamen for, ~ 1229
List of ships on the American station, - - 1318
Cerberus, recaptures two prjze8~ - - 358, 1019
Cherokee, off Cpxspur, In Georgia, 863
Cruiser, off North-Carolina; - - 970
Dunmore, off New-YorkJ .. 158

In Elizabeth riverJ - 159, ]61
In Gwin's Island harbour, - ]62
In Potowmack river) - 164

Eagle, at New-York, - - 379
Falcon, off North-Carolina-, - 970
Galatea, intelligence by deserters from, - 842

Cruising off the Capes of Virginiaj - 1200,1292
Hope, prize taken bYj - 1228
Kinderhook,off St.Augustine, - - - 863
Mercury, at New-York, . 519

486, 487

- 1200

- 777

- 510

- 1072
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Navy, British-ConUnued.
Milford, on coast of Massachusetts,
Nautilus, off coast of Virginia,
OUer, off' St. Augustine,
Pearl, at New York, -
Perseus, arrival of, at New-York, ~
Phrenix, up the North River,
Renown, at New Yark,
Repulse, at New Yark,
Roebuck, at New-York,
Rose, in Long-IsJand Sound,
SCQrpion, off North-Carolina,
Shark, at Martinico, -Sphinx, off coast of Georgia,

Left Georgia, -Syren,
Navy Board of South-Carolina-

Proceeding' of, 1323-1328
Neale, Francis, appointed Assistant Surgeon to Col-

onel SmaUwood's battalion, - 640
Neely, Benjamin, appointed an Ensign, - - 1340
Neff, John Melchior, memorial of, to Continental

Congress, - 953
Negroes, Dunmore attempts to raise a regiment of, - 160

Great mortality :imong Dunmore's, ~ 162
Taken into the pay of the e~emy on Long-Island, - 252
Attempts to phmder Wilmington-Island, - 346
Insurrec.tionof, in Jamaica, - - 404
Resolve of Massachusetts forbidding the sale of two1

brought jn as prisoners, .. - 769
Taken by vessels of war in the servic.e of the United

States, Committee to consider what is to be done
with, - 1400

Neilson, BJoomer,.prisoner, examination of, - 310
Neilson, William, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 1396
Neit, George, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - - 638
New-Ark, New-Jersey, a suitable place for a general,

hospital, - - 301
The jail of, filled with prisoners, - - 853

Newburyport, Massachusetts, the privateer Washing-
ton sends a prize into, - 576

ResoJye relative to the purchasing of cannon of the
town of, - 765, 777

Re presentation from the Committee of, to Massa-
chusetts Council, - 768

Captain Lee sends a prize ship, laden with provisions,
into, - 1245

Newcomb, Colonel, return of officers in the regiment
c9mmanded by, - 871

Newel], Captain Eliphalet, letter from, to Co}. Knox, 239
New-Hampshire-

Case of Colonel A.. Porter, 145-155
Reinforcements from, for relief of Ticonderoga, ~ 1227
Day of Thanksgiving in, - 1245

New-Hampshire Assemb]y-
Letters to, from the President of Congress., 136, 489, 839
Proceedings of, iu the case of Lieutenant Marshall, 176
Notice cfthe adjournment of, . - 1245
Letter to, from John Gibson, Jun., - 1308
Letter to) from John Jay, - 1314

New-Hampshire Committee of Safety-
Letters from, to-

Colonel Jacob Bayley,
President of Congress,
Genera] Gates,
Colonel Hurd and others,
General Washington,
General Ward,

Letters to, from-
Selectmen of Charlestown, Number-Four, - 208
Colonel Pierce, - 1089
Eleazer Russell, - 269
ColonelTash, - - 1255
General Ward, - 559
Colonel Welcb. - 1313
J o,eph Whjppl~, - 1031
Dr.Wigglesworth,- - 574

Petition of Hercules Mooney and others to, -
~ 508

Instructions from, to Ticonderoga Committee, - 1176
Report of the Ticonderoga Committee, - - 1176
Petition of the town of Lyndsborough ~o, ~ 1289

New-Hampshire Grants, proc.eedings of Halifax, Cum-
berland County, town meeting, - 124

Proceedings of Rockingham, Cumberland County,
town meeting, - ' - 124

Proceedings of a General Convention of, . 526, 1300
New-Haven, letter from Governour Trumbull to Com-

mittee of, - 303
Petition of inhabitants of, - 374

116,315,736
1200, 1292

- 863

- 380

- 1158
943, 961

- 380

- 380
158, 307, 492

- 307

- 970

- 323
863, 990 .
- 957

- 1133

- 145.

- 507

- 1176

- 1228

- 508, 1175

- 508
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New..Jersey-
An act for the security of the Government o~ - 397
An act rendering certain BiJJsof Credit alegaltender, 411
An act for punishing traitors and disaffected persons, 865
One ton of powder supplied by Congress to, a 1362

New-Jersey AssembJy-
Letter from the Speaker o~ to Richard Stockton,. 365
Resolution of, to furnish the troops at Amboy with

fire-wood, - 366
Address of, to the Governour, - 491
The Governour's reply to the Address of, - 492

New-Jersey Council-
Report of a Committee of, - . 366
Resolutions of, respecting a suppJy of ammunition

and the pay oftbe Militia, - 366
Affidavit of Mrs. Franklin respec.ting records of, - 367
Address o~ to GovernourLivingston, . - 587
The Governour'a reply to the ~ddress of, - 588

Newkerk, Lieutenant, testimony of, on the trial of
Captain Hardenbergh, - 1140

New-London, Committee of Inspection of, advised to
assist inhabitants of Long-Island, - 188

Letter from David Gelaton to Committee of, - - 207
Prizes sent into, - - 886, 1126
Colonel Richmond's regiment of Rhode-Island

troops arrive at,
_

1125
Newman, Captain- Wingate, captures a prize, - - 1126
New-Marlborough, New-York, call of a town-meet-

ing at, . _
883

Newport, Rhode-Island, a prize brig arrives at, - 935
Extracts from two letters from the westward re-

ceived at,
- 1173

,New~RocheJle! r:nain body of Washington's Army pos-
sess the heights and passes near, - - - 1137

Enemy's van arrives at,
_

1139
Newtown, Long-Island, Lord Howe's head-quarters

a~ - - 239
New-Windsor, Committee of, send two suspected per-

sons to General CJinton, - - - - - 832
Nevins, Lieutenant, appointed a Captain, - 1120
New-York, City of-

Orders of Congress for reinforcing the Army at, - 136
Extracts of letters from, - 107, 325, 463, 563, 1293
Question of destroying, submitted byG€neral Wash-

ington to Congress,
-

_
121

General Greene's reasons in favour of burning, . 182
Congress determine not to destroy, - ~ 135, 1330
Question or evacuating, proposed to a Council of

Genera! Officers, 237, 326, 329
General Greene advises the evacuation of, - 182
Evacuation of, left by Can grass to the discretion..of

General Washington, - 1335
Evacuation of, resolved on, - - 325
Retreat of the American Army from, 351, 352, 383, 820
Large quantities of flour left behind in the retreat

from,
_

699
Taken possession of by General Howe, - 378
Movements of the enemy in the neighbourhoodof, 257
Accounts of the fire at, - - - - - 380,

439, 461.,462, 463, 466, 493, 503, 820
A" nest of Tories and sink of American viJIany," 981
A broad R is put upon every door in, disaffected to

Government, - ~ 1136
Inhabitants of, compelled to swear to submit to the

laws of Parliament, - - 1200
New- York, State of-

State of the Treasury of, - 419
Congress advan~e a sum of money to, - . 1373, 1380

New~ York CommIttee of Arrangement, letter to, from
Jacob Ramper, - 1149

New-York Committee of C'orrespondence, letters from
Tench Tilghman 10, - - 961, 1035

New-York Committee of Safety and Convention, Pro-
ceeding' of, 123, 418, 659-726, 998

Committee of Safety, letters from, to-
General George Clinton, -
General James Clinton, -
GeneraJs Clinton and Schuyler,
Committee of Kingston, -
Delegates in Congress,
Ebenezer Hazard, -
New-York De]egates in Congress,
President of Congress,
Colonel Remsen,
General. Ten Eroeck,
Samuel Ten Broeck,
Governour TrumbuUI
General Washington,
Westchester Committee, -

- 689

- 676
- 979
- 663
- 260
- 680
- 677
- 1131
- 683
- 679
- 1016
- 979

661,665,676,991
- 680
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N ew- York- Continued.
Committee of Safety, letters to, from-

General James Clinton, -
General Schuyler, -
General Washington,

New-York Convention, ]etters to, from-
Lieutenant Alger, - 831
Elisha Avery, . . 1141
Colonel Birdsall, - 201

Thaddeus Burr, - 575
Clark&.Nightingale, - 357
General George Clinton, - 140,241,310,383,975
General James Clinton, - - 856,996, 1285
Albany Committee, - 964
Bedford Committee, - 1272
Marine Commiuec, - - 956
Poundridge Committee, - - 1066
Shawangunk Committ~e, - - 831
Tryon County Committee, - 911
Committee of Congress, - - 925
Delegates in Congress, - 926
President of Congress, 489, 839, 953
Captain Cregier, - 553
Colonel Curtenius, . - 350, 1135, 1219
JacohCuyler,. - 356
ElkanahDay,- - .1207
BenjaminDepuy, - 502
LieutenantEdget, - - 110
AlexanderExtren, - - 422
JoshuaFerris, - 141
Johu Field, . 931
William Floyd, . 1066
William Forbes, . 1259
David Gelston, . 189
Joseph Hallett, - 1185
Colonel Hashrouck, . 1167
Colonel A. Hawkes Hay, -

. 976, 1066
John Sloss Hobart, . 206, 503, 553, 934
Hngh Hughes, - . - - - 373
Augustin Lawrence and Samuel Tuder, ~ 1313

Francis Lewis, . 1247
Gilbert Livingston. . - 333
Henry B. Livingston, ,- 1088
Peter R. Livingston, .. 1255
Ahraham Lott, - 1132
Samuel Mahbott, .' - 911
Mate of a vessel on Lake Champlain, .. 386
William McNoall, - - 1101
Gouverneur Morris, .. .. 1023
An Officer, . 1167
Colene] Pawling, - 469
Pliarne, Pellet, & Co., .. 1146
Prisoners in Morrtstown jaB, .. 830
Thomas Randall, 215, 972
Henry Remsen, 226, 547
Comfort Sands, 979, 998
General 8chnyler, - - 707, 932, 1258

Peter Schuyler, .. 978
General Scott, .. 975
John Simpson and others, (prisoners,) .. 830
Johannes Sleght, - 554
Colonel Snyder, - 1124
Colonel Swartwout, .. .. 275
John Thomas, Jun., .. 401
Ezra Thompson, .. 845
Tench Tilghman, - 569, 721, 1194
Richard Thorne, .. 202
Robert and James Totten, .. 401
Joseph Trumhull, 469, 699
Richard Varick, - 1037
Daniel Walker, - 949
General "V\Tashington, .. 106,

240, 241, 299, 466, 691, 713, 1094
Westchester Committee, - .. 310

Lieutenant WilJiams, .. 201
Heury Wisner, 1102, 1123, 1131
Cb..lesD. Witt, - 1222

Letters from, to-
Albany Committee, ..
Delegates in Congress,
President of Congress,
Commissary-General,
Joseph Hallett, - - ~ -
Augustin Lawrence and Samuel Tuder,
Francis Lewis,
General Morris,
Recruiting Officers', -

New-York Marine Committee, letter
Bancker and others,

. 674

- 685, 1131
196, 674, 675

- 931
418, 709

417,884,978

- 700

- 702

- 1313
. 1190
. 949

- 1204
to, from Evert

. 846
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Nichodemus, Frederick, commissioned a Lieutenant, 636
Nicholson, Captajn n., letter from, to Maryland Coun-

cil of Safety, - 209
Orders of, to Commanding Officer of Ihe Independ-

ent Company.. - - 209
Nicho]son, Captain James, letter from, to Maryland

Council of Safety, - - - - - - 104
LeUer to, from Maryland Council of Safety, -

~ 509
Placed by Congress at th-e head of the list of naval

officers, . - 989
Nicholas, Thomas1 petition of, to Massachusetts Coun-

cil,- - 748
Commi~sjoned Commander of the privateer America, 748
Cannon and powder delivered to, - 753

Nickerson, Captain Thomas, sends in a valuable prize, 1004
Nickols, William, commissioned Commander of priva-

teer Independence, -
Nicoll, Colonel Isaac, letter from, to General Heath,

Letter to, from General Heath,
LeUer from, to John McKesson, -
Return of officers in the regiment commanded by,

Nightingale & Clark, letter from) to New-York Con-
vention,- - 357

Niles, Robert, Commander of the SVY, captures two
valuable prizes, 312

Ordered to cruise in the Sound, - 848
Nine Partners, state of the lead mine at the, - 1078
Nixon, General John, letter fmID, to General Heath, - 244

Letter to, from General Heath, - 1035
Noble, Caleb, appointed an Ensign, - 1378
N on-Associators, ordinance of Pennsylvania Conven-

tion for disarming, - 3,6
Ordinance of Pennsylvania Convention to equahze

the burdens of AssociatorB and, ,- - - 42
North, Mr., promoted to an Ensigncy, 1086
North, Ja,sepn, petition of, to Massachusetts General

Court, . 737
Northampton County (Pennsylvania) greatly exposed

to Indian incursions, - - - - - 16
North-Caro]ina, letter of General McDonald to the

Board of War, respecting his treatment in, 191,1333
Letters from President of Congress to Convention

of" - . . - . - . 489, 838

Lelter from Marine ConJRlittee to Governour of, - 1199
Extract of a INtel' from, .. 1235
Representation by Delegates of, to Continental

Congress, - 1341
One ton of powder sent to, for the use of the Con-

tinental forces in, - 1403
Resolutions of Congress in relation to the prisoners

froID, in tne. Philadelphia jail, - - 1405
Congress advance two thousand doHars to the Dele~

gates of, - - 1406
Northtidd (Mas~achusetts) Committee, money voted

to, for the use of prisoners, - 777
Northumberland Count)', Penn!:lylvania, greatly ex-

posed to Indian incursions,
Proceedings of Committee of, in relation to William

Chattin and James Parker, - 255
Norwalk, ConnecticutJ Continental stores ordered to

be removed from, . 1076
Norwood, Nicholas, appointed a Captain, 308
if Authorized to raise a company, - 634
Nourse, James, letter from, to General Gates, 1112

Clerk in the office of the Board of War, 322
Nurses", wages of, proposed to be increased, 1393
Nyack, enemy aUempt to land at, - 1066

O.

791
169,244

169
597
871

16

Oath, taken by the members of Pennsylvania Council
of Safety,

Prescribed for o,fficers of Pennsylvania, .
Of allegiance administered to inhabirants of South

and Easthampton, - - 281
Taken by the Commissioners of South~Carolina

Navy Board,. - 1323
Taken by the Clerk of South-Carolina Navy Board, 1323
To be taken by officers in the service of the Con-

tinent, - 1408
Obermier, George, appointed a Captain orPennsylva~

nia Associators,
O'Brien, Captain Jeremiah, petition of, to Massachu-

setts Council, - - 800

O'BryonJ James, elected a Colonel, - . - 405
OdelJ, Jac,ob, express rider, account of, against the

Stale of New-York, -
. 694

Odiorne. Nathaniel, prize captured by, - 346
O'FarreJl, Michael, oonfined on !illspicion of being a

deserter,- - 726

9
58

82
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Officers, nomination of, for the F]ying~Camp, .
Election of. by Pennsylvania Council of Safety,
Arrangement of, for battalion to be kept in the pay

of Pennsylvania, - - - - . 92, 93
Of Pennsylvania troops prisoners with the enemy,

entitled to pay and,rations, 92
Of King's County, New-York,

_
109

Field, list o~ in the servjce of Virginia, . 320
Several French, arrive at Philadelphia from Martinico, 324
Appointment o~ a matter of the greatest import-

ance, 847, 912, 947, 957, 996, 1009, 1166
Returns of-See Returns.
Proposed appointment of Connecticut, 959, 960
Maryland appoint Commissioners to consu1t with.

General Washington on the appointment of, - 1021
Appointment of, in Ulster County, New-York,

- 1027
List of, in Colonel Snyder's regiment, - - 1124
List o~ recommended as suitable persons to bear

commission!.", -
_

1254
Action of Congress on the memorial of, prisoners

at Carlisle, - 1330
Pay of, increased, - 1392
Oath to be taken by, in the service of the Continent, 1408
Rank of Marine, the same as those jn the land service, 1417

Old, Colonel, ordered to march into New-Jersey, 18
Oliver Cromwell, ship, LeviY oung appointed master of, 1209

Ordered on a cruise, - - 1209
Onion River, most advantageous post on, - - 111

A party of the King's troops burn and destroy every-
thing near, _

231
Onions, price of, regulated by General Gates, -

_
618

Onondaga Indians, letter from Chiefs of the, to Col-
onel Dayton, - - 248

Orange County, New-York, many dangerous persons
in -

_
697

Oratio~, delivered at Mount Independence by Rev.
Mr. Tenent,

_
1144

Order in Council, prohibiting the exportation of pro-
visions from Great Britain, - 1233

Orders, peremptory, to Colonel Gay to make weekly
returns, -

_
166

Colonel Lippitt's, to his regiment to march to New-
York, _

338
For Colonel Bellows, -

_
360

For Colonel Langdon, _
360

For Captain Parker, - 361
To Major Backus, _

439
To Colonel Jackson, -

_
452

To Alexander Shepard, _
780

To Colonel Jonathan Mitchell,
-

_
781

Orders, General-see General Orders.
Ordinances, of Pennsy]vania-

RespeC'.ting the arms of Non-Associators,
For the relief of prisoners in the jails,

_

To prevent counterfeiting paper money,
Respecting the Flying-Camp,

_ _

For the appointment of Justices of the Peace,
For punishing treason,
Respecting advisedJy speaking and writing against

the American cause,
To compel debtors, in certain cases, to give security

to their creditors,
To equalize the burdens of Associators and Non-As-

sociators,
Orme, William, ordered under arrest for refusjng to

join his corps near New-York,
-

_
640

Orne, John, petition of, to Massachusetts Council, _
801

Orr, Alexander, appointed an Ensign, - 476
Orrock, Wemyss, resolve for paying, _

764
Osborne, Captain Joseph, letters to, from William Mil-

ler, - 829, 884
Orders to, from Colonel Drake,

-
_

1078
Ostrander, Hubert, Chairman of the Committee of

Hurley, -
_

980
Oswego, threatened with a numerous Army, chiefly

Indians, -
_

247
Seven hundred oftbe enemy reported to be at, - 277
Sir John Johnson said to have arrived at, with a

]arge force, .. 859
Otter) sloop-of-war, stationed off St. Augustine, .. 863
Otter Creek, Colonel Barrett ordered to COnstruct a

bridge over, _
222

Directions concerning the road from, to Mount In-
dependence,

-
_

534
Ollry, Wenaal, appointed a Captain; _

1340
Oxford, transport, with Highlanders on board, capture

of the, - - - - - -
_ _

163
Oxford, Massachusetts, proceedings of a town-meeting

at, -
_

936
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Paca, William, Dele/Zate in Congress from Maryland,

letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, .. 407
Page; John, President of Virginia Council, letter from,

to Virginia Delegates in Congress, - - 319
Pain, Captain BrentOn, ordered to arrest Samuel

Smith, _

896
Paine, Benjamin, Jetter from, to Governour Trumbull, 9 J2
Paine, Elijah Freeman, prizes captured by, _

346
Painter, Major Elisha, Captains refuse to serve under, 273
Palfrey, WiJliam, letter from, to General Heath, - 139
Palmer, Thomas, arrival of, from France, with a cargo

of powder, small-arms, &c.,
_

1019
Papaconk, inhabitants of, in great fear of a rupture

with the Indians,.
_

613
Park, Robert, permitted to return to England, - - 791
Parker, Major Edward, letter from, to Maryland Coun-

cil of Safetv, -
_

542
Letter to, from Maryland Council of Safety, - 578

Parker, Josiah, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of Fifth
Virginia Battalion; - ~ 1395

Parker, Richard, Jun., appointed Major of Sixth Vir-
giniaBattalion, - - - - -

_ 1395
Parker, Captain Robert, authorized to raise a company

of Matr08ses, -
_

361
Parker, Captain Robert, prizel:! sent in by, 1019, 1046
Parker, Samue], deposition of, _

647
Parker, Samuel F., Major of Colonel Forman's bat-

talion,
_

~7
Paris, letter from, to a merchant in London, - 423
ParoJe, of James Babbige, _

594
American prisoners sent from Canada on, 588, 597
Of Major Conkling, - 1027
Of George Howell, _

1027
Of Phineas Fanning, 1104
General Waterbury returns from Canada on, - - 1125
Of American prisoners of war at Quebeck, -

_
1304

Inhabitants of Canada allowed to return on, - - 1396
Parrott, WiJliam, appointed at Assistant Engineer, - 472
Parry, Co]onel, killed in the battle on Long-Island,

- 824
Parsons, James, Speaker of the General Assembly of

South~Carolina,
_

395
Parsons, General Samuel H., letter from, to General'

Heath, _
183

Ordered to place Colonel Tyler under arrest, - - 591
PaseaU, WilJi~m, petition o~ to Massachusetts Couucil, 786

Permitted to go to England, -
_

786
Paterson, Colonel John, recommended to Congress

for promotion, -
_

615
Paterson, WiJliamAugustus, appointed a Captain, __ 476
Patten, William, appointed a Third Lieutenant, - - 1395
Patterson, Alexander, appointed a Captainj 88
Patterson, John, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, 473
Patterson, Matt., promoted to a First Lieutenancy, - 477
Patterson, Colonel Samuel, letter from, to Cresar Rod-

ney, 570, 918
Patterson, William, authorized to inlist men for'the

Marine service,
_

636
Appointed Commander of the schooner Dolphin, - 656

Patt'on, John, appointed aMajor of Pennsylvania troops
in Continental service,

Patton, William, prisoner, petition of, to Pennsylvania
Convention, 12

Pau]us Hook, post at, strengthened, _
158

The enemy land at,
_

494
Evacuation of the post at, - - 523

Pawling, Co]onel Levi, letter from, to New-York Con-
vention, - 469, 718

Pay, increase of, prllyed for, _

124
Washington recommends increase of, fortheArmy,495, 520
Congress resolve to increase the, of officers, - 952, 953
Increase of, in the Navy, recommended by Captain

Jones, _
1105, 1107

Paymasters, Regimental, Washington recommends care
in the appointment of, _

958
Paymaster-General, necessity for furnishing" the, with

money, - - 942
Remittances to, - - U.35,1398

Paymaster of tbe Northern department, chest of the,
reduced below one hundred thousand d01lars, - 1079

Payne, Benjamin, letter froID, to Wethersfield Com-
mittee, -

_
1288

Payne, James WilHam, letter from, to Robert Benson, 243
Payne, Joseph, Sen., deposition of,

-
_

1279
Payne, Major, appointed an Assistant Engineer, _

472
Paxton (Penn.) Committee, prisoners sent by, to Lan-

castoer Committee,
-

_
256

Peacock, George, a prisoner, asks leave to go to Phila-
delphia, -

_
437

6
13
15
19
31
34

37

39

42

94



1491

Pearce, Captain Job, prize sent in by, - -. - 1174
Pearce, Leonard] ordered under arrest for refusmg to

joinhiscorpsnearNew-York,- - - - 640
Peets, Jacob, order for the arrest and examination of, 688
Pierce, Ebenezer, commissioned Commander oi the

schooner Liberty, - - 787
Pelissier, M. Christopher, Engineer, leaves Albany

for Ticonderoga, - 248
Letter from General Schuyler to General Gates, in-

troducing, - 264
Letter from, to General Gates, - - 484
Observations of, on the Jersey Redoubt, - 1170

PelJawR.J a Shawanese Indian, conference with, in
Pennsylvania Convention, 46

Pelton, Lieutenant Daniel, accused of leaving camp
without leave, - - 468

Pend]eton, Edmund, Speaker of Virginia House of
Delegates} letter from to the President of Con-
~ress, J - 951

Pendleton~ John, chosen Clerk of the Senate of Vir-ginia, - - - - ~ - - - 988
Pendock, Benonia~ convicted of being an enemy to

the common cause, - - 1142
Penet, Monsieur, appointed one of General Washing-

ton's Aids-de-Camp, - 927, 928, 1398
Penn, John, Govemour of Pennsylvania, pay of, - 544

Pennsylvania-
. Instructions to the Delegates in Congress from, 11

Constitution of, - 51
Instructions to the Commodore of the fleet of, 74,75
Conti-, to the People of, - - - - 430
Postscript to the Paper addressed to the People of,

byConti-, - - - - - - - 432
Remarks on the Paper addre8sed to the People of,

by Doria, - - - - - - 433
Incidental expenses of, for the year 1776, - 544
Brutus) to the People of, - 864
Return of the Field Officers in the battalions of,

near Head-Quarters, - 898
Scipio, to the Freemen of, - - 940
Demophilus, to the People of, - 957
Letter from Commissioners for, to General Wasb-

inaton - - - - - - - - 1202
Congres~ advance one hundred thousand dollars to, 1382

Pennsylvania Assembly, proceedings of, - 542-546
Pennsylvania Com"ention, proceedings of, - 1-62

Letters to, from the President of Congress, - 136, 489
Resolutions of the Assembly against ordinanceg of, 543
Address of, setting forth the reasons which induced

them to make the several ordinances and resolves, 582
Pennsylvania Council of Safety-

Proceedings of, - 61-98
Letter from, to Lancaster Committee, - - 255
Letter from, to Continental Congress, - - 939

Pennsylvania Evening POf:\t,A Friend to American
Freedom to the Editor of, - 1158

Penobscot, petition of inhabitants of, for a guard, - 758
Penobscot River, resolve for placing a guard on the, w 765
Penrose, Joseph, appointed a Colonel of Pennsylvania

troops in Continental service, - - - .. 94
Pepin, Lieutenant Andrew, of Canada, petition of, to

Congress, .. 254
Pepperell, certificate of Selectmen of, in favour of

Aaron Wood, - - 251
Percy, Lord, extract of a letter from, to a gentleman

in London) - 168
Attacks Fort Washington, and is repulsed, - .. 1312

Perkins, Abraham, recommended for a Captaincy, - 508
Perkins, Sergeant, appointed an Ensign, - .. 478
Perkinson, John, appointed an Ensign, - - 638
Perry, John, appointed a Surgeon, - - - - 640
Perseus, British frigate, arrival of the, at New-York, w 1158
Perth-Amboy, the Camp at) in great want of blankets

and clothing, - - 235
Return of the Army at~ commanded by General

Mercer, - '
.. S41

A Mustermaster much wanted M, - - 972
Peruvian }3ark, three hundred pounds of, forwarded for

troops in the Southern d.epartment, - - 1363
Peter, Robert, and Thomas Richardson to Maryland

Council of Safety, - - 1072
Peters, Captain Richard, directed to appoint a guard

over eertain stores, -
Peters, Richard, Secretary to the Board of War-

Letters to, from-
Lieutenant Anstruther,
William Atlee,
Joseph Cary and Jonathan Pierson, -
Lancaster Committeej

INDEX_ 1492

25

Peters) Richard, Secretary to the Board of War-
Latters to) from-

Benjamin Fishbourn,
Colonel Griffin,
Richard !VIcKerman,
George Peacock)
General Schuyler,
General Thompson, -Letters fl'om,to-
Jasper Yates, - - 562
Maryland Council of Safety, - 1247

Publication by, of resolutions of Congress respect-
ing prisoners,- 1185

Petersham, proceedings of a town-meeting at, - - 576
Petitions, of-

The Captains of the gaJleys to Pennsylvania Con-
vention, ~

Inhabitants of Northampton to Pennsylvania Con-
vention, - 39

Captain Fulford's company of ArtilJery, .. 377
Hercu]es Mooney and others to New-Hampshire

Committee of Safety, - 508
A majority of Captain Chew's company to Maryland

Convention, - 887
James Clarke and others to Maryland Council of

Safety, - 966
Officers of the late Colonel Waite's regiment to

General Gates, - 1069
Queen's County, Long.lslandJ to Lord and General

Howe, - 1159
Jonathan Burt, - - 1177
Joseph WhayJand,J lIn.,prisoner, to MaryJandCon-

vention, - . 1268
Castlehaven company to Maryland Convention, - 1278
Town ofLyndsborough to New-HampshireCommit-

tee ofSafety, - - 1289
Petitions to Governour" &c., of Connecticut--

For removal of the Sheriff of Windham,
'Of Inhabitants of New-Haven,
OfInhabitant, of Long-Island,
Of the Town of Gro10n,

Petitions to New-York Convention, of-
Captain Townsend's company,
Joshua Ferris, prisoner,
Henry Chase, prisoner,
Colonel Birdsall~ -
Rynier Van Housen, -
John 1!'ow]er,
Prisoners in Morristown jail,
Daniel Walker, -
William McNeaJl,

Petitions to Continental Congress, of-
Michael Fi.zgerald,

- 119
Jeremiah Halsey,

- 137
Lieutenant Andrew Pepin, of Canada, . .. 254
Colonel Warner, - 273
Second Lieutenants of First Virginia Regiment, - 348

Petitions to Genera.lWashington, of-
General Greene and others, - . 326
First Lieutenants of Third Virginia Regiment, - 349
Lieutenant-Colonel Shepard, - 604

Petitions to General Court, &.c., of Massachusetts, of-
Nathaniel Barstow and Daniel Whitmore, - 750
John BeardwellBarnard, - 788
Josiah Batchelder, Jun., - 740
Lyonel Bradstreetj - 782
Captain Brown, ~ 790
Robert Brown and John Moon, - 784-John Browne, - 789
Thomas BlIckmore, - 783
Jothall) Bnsh, - 730
Cambridge Committee, .. 774-
Robert Campbell, prisoner in Boston jail, - 770
Committee of Cape Elizabeth, - 730
John Codman, - - 752
Jeremiah Colburn and Joshua Eayre, - 729
Isaac Collyer, 752
Ethan Comstock and Matthew Wing, - - 864
Shubael Cottle, - - 758
Thomas Cragg, - - 748
James Dargie) 800
Danie] DotHJavan and others, . 788
John Donneston, 798
Elias Hacket Derbyand others, .. - 745
Officers of the schooner Diligent, w

_

780
Samuel Doggett and others, 745
Owners of schooner Dolphin, 799
Jonathan Eddy and others, . 733
Thomas Edwards, 732

- 490
- 1136

- 857
- 437

- 1298

- 602

25

130, 131

- 374
- .593
- 1004

- 123
- 141

666,694
- 666
- 694
- 695
- 830
- 949
- 1101

- 1310
- 1309
- 460
- 1033
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Petitions, &c., Massachusetts, of-Continued.
William ErnIe and James McGill, - 793
John Emrnes, - 788
Faneuil and others, ~ 1109
Elizabeth Fenton, 754
John Fox, - - 737
Committee of Framingham, - 743
John Frazier, _

781
James Fulwn, .. 786
Andrew Gidding~, - 780
Benjamin Goodhue, .. 803
Charles Goodrich, .. 741
Peter Gonlay, _

787
David Griffin, _

802
Nathaniel Guild, - 746
Selectmen of HarpswelJ, 732
Thomas Harris, .. .. 758
Elisha Hedge, _

751
Adam High and William Lemmon, .. 786
J ame~ Hodges, .. 793
Owners of schooner Hope, .. 794
John Howe, _

789
Owners of schooner Independence, .. 791
Juliana James, .. .. 771
WiHiam Jenkins, .. 783
Ichabod Jones, .. .. 731
David Kemp, _

754
James Kennedy, .. 797
Nathauid Leech &.Co., _

758
Susannah Leech, .. 803
Owners of sloop Liberty, _

787
A]exand~r Liddell and Thomas Crernarty, .. 795
WalterLogan, - - - -

_
749

Joseph Mayhew and Shubael Cattle, 746
Rohert McKown, 795
Medford Commiltee, .. 802
Thomas Melvill, - 749, 754
Middlehorough Committee, - 747
Thomas Nicholson, _

748
J o,eph North, _

737
Captain O'Brien, -

_
800

Joshua Orne, _
801

WiiJiam Pascal, -
_

786
Inhabitants of Penobscot, 758
Owners of sloop Phren ix, _

786
Ricbard Pyne, _

797
Ebenezer Porter, _

806
Owners of schooner Ranger, _

796
Charles Reid, 791
Owners of brig Reprisal, _

804
Committee of Rochester, 754
WiHiamRoss, _

792
'Stephen Russell and others, -

_
729

Isaac Snow, . 766
Joseph Spragne and Samuel Ward, _

752
Joseph Sprague and others, -

_
737

John Stalker, _
789

Joseph Thompson, _
802

Alexander Touch and Thomas Mahony, _
792

Anne Tweedie and others, - 750
Nathan Utley and others, 806
Riohard Valpy, -

_ 807
Selectmen of Waldoborough, _

730
Hugh Walker and others, _

790
Owners of brig Washington, _

804
William Whiting, 759
John Winthrop, Jun., - 741Pettitt, Charles, letter to, from Colonel Reed, _ _

1036
Pettitt, Edward, deposition of, 645
Phelps, Sergeant William, trial of, by Court-Marti a], 468
Philadelphia, a large quantity of salt arrives at, 325

Extract of a letter received at, - 325
Notice of Committee of Accounts of, - 365
Extracts of letter from, 595,602
High price of goods in, .. 1006
Proceedings of meeting in the State-House Yard at, 1149
Remarks on the above proc,eedings at., by Consid-

eration, -
_

1152
Committee of Inspection of, dissolved,

-
_

365
Proceedings of Committee of County of, . 888

Phillips, Colonel J03eph, return of officers in the
battalion commanded by, ~ . 900

General Washington returns thanks to, _
1010

PhiloMAJethias, on the present state of America, _
967

Phinney, Colonel Edmund, requests the arrest of
William Garwoodfor abusive language, _

143
Regiment of, ordered to Fort George,

-
_

203
Phrenix, British ship.of-war, passage of. the, up the

North River, - - - - -
_

943, 96]
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Pickering, Captain Thomas, instructions to, from
South..Cal'olina Navy Board, - 1323

Pierce, John, Jun., certificate of, relating to Captain
Johnson, ~

Pierce, Isaac, Aid-de-Camp to General Gates, direc-
tions from, to Dr. Potts,

_
591

Letter from, to Co]onel Gansevoort, - 1170
Pierson, Jonathan, letter from, to Richard Peters, 460
Piggott, James, appointed a Captain, ~

-
_

1340
Pikfs, one thousand advertised for by Maryland Coun-

cil of Safety, - - 629
Pile, William, appointed a First Lieutenant, .

- 1333
Pilots, fees allowed to Pennsylvania, in addition to

salary, - - - - -
_ _ _

82
GeneraJ Stephens impresses one of the Annapolis, 639
Maryland Council of Safety procure) for General

Stephens, - - - - - 639
Pinkney, David, prisoner, examination of, 597
Piper, Colonel Seth, taken prisoner in the battle on

Long-Island,- - - - -
_ _ 108

Pittsfield, Mass., proceedings of Committee of, 134
Pittee, Ensign Daniel, published as a coward, - - 1193
Pittsburgh, Indians threaten the ~ettlements in the

neighhourhood of, - 512
Garrison at, consi5ts of two hundred men, _

513
Congress resolve to send powder and lead to, . 1337

Plan, of Government for Pennsylvania, 53
For clearing Long~Island Sound of the enemy, - 304
General Gates's, for recruiting the new Army in the

Northern department, - 470
Of Colonel Putnam, for establishing a corps of En.

gineers, ~ 893
General Schuyler's, for recruiting the Army, ~ 1016
Of the Board of War to enable discharged soldiers

to receive their pay where discharged, - t211
For obtaining arms for the Continental Army, _

1218
Of a treaty with France, _

1344
Platt, Captain Zephaniah, letter to, from John White) 352

Deposition of, against William Warne, _
679

Complains of desertions from the Army, . 713
Pleasure-boat, General Washington's, fired upon by

mistake, -
Pliarne, Penetj &. Co., letter from, to New-York Con.

vention, -
. _

1146
Plumj Reuben. trial of, for acting and speaking against

the liberties of America, - - - -
_

885
Plummer, Benjamin, powder delivered tOj 748
Plnndering, strictly forhidden, - 382, 413

Such a spirit of, gone forth as to threaten the exist-
ence of the Army, -

_
446

Measures taken for the detection of persons en-
gaged in, 382, 447

Efforts of General Washington to prevent, 498
Plymouthj }'fassachusetts, drafts from, ordered to

Rhode-Island, -
_

767
Po]brd, Jonathan, appointed Ajd-d~-Camp to Gen-

eral Heath, 843
PolJy, schooner, permitted to sail for North-Carolina, 657
Potly, brig, captured by the privateer Hancock, _

1309
Pongius, Henry, appointed a First Lieutenant, ~ 82
Pool, Captain, cashiered, _

1295
Poor, Colonel Enoch, recommended to Congress for

promotion, . 615
Poor, Isaac, commissioned Colonel of Second Bat~

tali on of New-Hampshire troops, 1177
Poor, provision ma.de for the, at Wiltse's Ferry from

New-York, - - - - - -
_ 672

Inadequacy of the provision made for the, by New-
York Convention, ~ _

934
Names of the, sent from New-York city to Bed~

ford, _
1272

Pope, Captain, wounded in a skirmish with Major
Rogers's Rangers, - - ~ - -

_
1270Pope, Lieutenant, cashiered, . 1065

Po pst, Major, dismissed the Army, - 291Porkt twenty barrels of, voted to Jonathan Eddy and
others,

Not a barrel of, on Sullivan's Island,
Porter, Dr. Andrew, recommended f-ora Sargeoncy, _

Porter, Co]onel Asa, arrested as being inimical to the
cause of AmericB, -

_
145

Certificate in favour o~ 145
Objects to the jurisdiction of New-Hampshire As-

sembly,
- 145Depositions against, - 149-155Porter, Ebenezer, petition o~ to Massachusetts Coun-

cil, - 806Praj-~rof the petition of, granted, _
806

Porter, Colone] Elisha, letter from, to General Gates, 222

991

735
938
210

*



1495

Porter, John, appointed Paymaster to Colonel Ward's
regiment) - 331

Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, arrival of a cargo of
military stores, &c., at, - 916

A prize brig sent intO, - 1196
Portugal, Court of, said to have ordered American

ships away on ten days' notice, - 822
Pose, Lieutenant, cashiered, - - 1120
Post, John, appointed Commissary for the post at the

German Flats, . - 1132
Post-Office, removal of the, from Dobbs's Ferry to

Head-Quarters, - 256
Post-Riders, establishment of, between Fishkill and

Head-Quarters, - 694
Potomack, operations of Dunmore's fleet in the, - 165
Potts, Dr. Jonathan, letter from, to General Gates, - 277

Letter to, from Isaac Pierce, - 591
Letter from, to Richard Varick, - - 1040

Potts, Lieutenant, promoted to a Captaincy, - 108jJ
Poundridge, letter from Committee of, to New-York

Convention, - 1066
Powder-see Gunpowder.
Powder-Millj certificate on \Visner's, - 293

One large copper delivered for the use of the, at
Stoughton, - - - - - 789

Powell, Brittain, appointed an Ensign, - 634
Powell, Jeremiah, President of Massachusetts Assem-

bly, letter from, to General Washington,.- - 312
PowelJ, John, sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes, 1081
Pownall, Governour, extract from Speech o~ in de~

fence of the Americans, - - 390
Pownalborough~ Maritime Court to be held at, for the

trial of two prizes, - - 751
PraU, Ensign John, dismissed the service, ~ - 1086
Pre.le, Jedediah, Jun.) and others, petition of, to Mas~

sachusetts General Court, - 758
Money paid to, for the use of two Indians, - H 775

Prescott~ Genera], ordered to hold himself in readi-
ness to march to New.York, - 377

Prescott, General, (British,) to be exchanged for GenH
eral Sullivan, - 193, 198, 290, 1330

At Elizabethtown for exchange, - - 399
Arrangement for the exchange, - 437, 464

Prescott~ Oliver, Jetter from, to Richard Devens, - 1227
Prescott, Colonel William, return of officers in the

reo-iment commanded by, - - - - 881

Retu~n of the regiment commanded by, - 1319
President of Congress-see John Hancock.
Pringle, Captain Thomas, letter from, to Mr. Ste-

phens, Secretary of the Admiralty, - - - 1069
Prisoners, common, ordered to be removed from the

Philadelphia jail, 7
State, to he confined in the Philadelphia jail, 7
Ordinance for the reliefof, in the jails of Pennsylvania, 13
Order respecting, taken by Captain Isaiah Robinson, 64
Taken in a coasting sloop, ordered jnto custody, - 116
List of American, at Halifax, Nova-Scotia, - - 190
Two, sent to Lancaster Committee, - 25.1:i

In irons in Halifax jail, 252,307
Examination of) - - 310
Fourteen American, escape from Halifax, ~ 358
Exchange of, proposed by General Howe, - - 437
Return of British, in possession of Americans, - 438
Return of, sent by General Carleton from Canada

to New-York, - - 438
Escape of Tory, from the jail of Frederick-Town, - 457
Information from two, captured between St. John's

and La Prairie, - 481
Two, captured by Lieutenant Whitcomb, - 483
Washington requested to procure the exchange of

five, taken in the merchant service, - - 485
Two American~ escape from Quebeck, - - 486
Disposition of, by Fairlleld Committee, - 537
Washington requests a return of, in Connecticut, - 549
Sent from Canada on parole, arrive at Elizabeth-

town, New-Jersey, - 588,597
Number of Maryland troops taken, on Long~Island, 595
Congress take measures for the redemption of the,

taken on Long-Island, - 595
Washington requests a return of, in Rhode-Island, 595
Massachusetts Assembly requested to collect all the,

in Massachusetts, preparatory to an exchange, - 596
Indians take a man and his two sons, near Monkton, 621
Removal of, from Kingston, Long-Island, to'Morris

County, New-Jersey, - 653
Hopkinton Committee ask to be relieved from, ~ 764
Order of l\fassachusett8 Council respecting, ~ - 803
Those, charged with capita] offences to be sent to

Head-Quarters for trial, ~ .
- 827
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Pri~oners- Continued.
Petition of the, in Morristown jail, ~ 830
Deplorable state of the, in New-Jersey, - 853
Disposition of the, taken by Captain Souther, - 943
Important intelligence received from, ~ - 944
Two American, effect their escape from Staten-

Island, - 1009
Letter relative to the, in Westchester, New-York, - 1066
Twenty British and Hessianl taken:on StateR-Island, 1073
One hundred and ten, returned by Carleton, - . 1080
Hessian, treated with particular civility by General

Mercer - - - - - - - - 1093
List of, ta'ken on Staten-Island, - - 1094
American) in the coal-pits of Cape Breton, . - 1105,

1228, 1303
Six, taken on the Jersey shore, sent to Philadelphia, 1129
Some of the Hessian, allowed to escape, - ~ 1129
Resolutions of Congress and order of the Board of

War respecting, - 1185
Of Major Rogers's corps of Tories, -1188, 1203
Three Hessian, taken by a party of Colonel Glover's

regiment, - 1189
Taken by the privateer Montgomery, and confined

in Somerset jail, - - - - - 1238, 1403
Five British, and twelve Waldeckers, brought in by

scouting parties, - 1264
Six officersj belonging to privateers taken by the

enemy, make their escape, - - - - 1294
Inhabitants of Canada taken, allowed to return on

parole, - - 1398
Resolutions of Congress in relation to, from N orth-

Carolina) in the Philadelphia jail, - 1405
Privateers-

Great nnmbers of, fitted out in New-England,
- 282

Cruising off the Straits of Gibraltar, - - 156, 177
To be unmolested in Spanish port" - 917, 1091
Cruising off Cape Finisterre, ~ 951
Expected in the Irish Channel, - 863
Prizes taken by, in the English Channel, - 1245
Ve~s~ls of war sent against, in the English Channel, 1278
PetltlOn of owners of the Lee and the Putnam, to

Continental Congress, - 1331
Permission given by Continental Congress to Fran.

cis Guillot to fit out one, at such place as he may
cboose) ~ - - - - - - ~ 1381

Board of War directed to sell powder and lead to
the owners of the General Lee and Colonel
Parry, - 1384

Privateers, Maryland-
Enterprise~ Captain CampbeJl, prizes taken by, - 232
Harlequin, Captain Woolsey, prize taken by, 510,560

Application for a new commission, - - 988
Commission issued to Captain Handy, - 641

Independence, Captain Tibbitt, commissioned, - 637
Molly, Captain Conway, commissioned, - 630
Montgomery, Captain Polk, commissioned, ~ - 627
Potowmack, Captain Speake, commissioned, - 655

Privateers, Massachusetts-
America, Captain Nicholson, commissioned, - 748

Prize taken by, - 1004
America, petition for powder, - 758

Powder sold to, . 781
America, Captain Snow, commissioned, - 766
Boston, Captain Browne, commissioned, - 790
Civil Usage, Captain Giddings, commissioned, - 780
Dolphin, Captain Waters, petition for powder, - 752

Powder sold to, - 757
Prize taken by, - 560
Commission issued to Captain Leach, ~ 799

General Gates, Captain Carlton} petition for powder, 737
Powder ,old to, - - - - - - 734
Prize taken by, .

- 1048
Taken and carried into Halifax, 1227

Hawk, Captain Lee, detention and release of, at
Bilboa, - 917, 1091

Arrival of a prize of, at Newburyport, - 1245
Hope, Captain :Hatch, commissioned, - - 794
Independence, Captain Nickols, commissioned, - 791
Independency, Captain Gill, prize taken by, - - 307
Langdon, petition for powder, - 752

Powder sold to) ~ 757
LibertYJ Captain Peirce, commissioned, - 787
Necessity, Captain Le Craw, commissioned and

powder sold to, - - 801
Phrenix, Captain Cunningham, commissioned, 787

Powder sold 10, - 789
Polly~ Captain Leech, petition for powder,. . 752

Powder sold to,
. ~ 757

Commissioned, - 758
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Privateers, Massachusetts-Continued.
Putnam, Captain BayJey, commiS13ioned, - 799
Ranger, Captain R.oberls, commissioned, - 796
Reprisal, Captain Wbeelwright,commissioned, ~ t504
Retaliation, Captain Giles, commissioned, ~ 740

Prize taken by, - 1196
Retrieve, Captain Stone, petition for powder, - 737

Powder sold to, - 734
Revenge, Captain Warren, commissioned, - - 745

Pri2;e taken by, Captain White) - 786, 787, 789
Rover) Captain Forrester, prizes taken by, - - 156,

177, 403, 1196
Speedwell, Captain Greely, commissioned, - - 749

Petition for powder, - - 754
Powder soJd tOj - 757
Prize taken by, 808,936

Sturdy Beggar, Captain Rowland, commissioned, - 803
Union, Captain Somes, commissioned, - - - 741

Powder sold to, - 757
Viper, Captain Wormsell, commissioned, - .753
Warren, Captain Coas, prizes taken by, - 346, 863
Washington, Captain Smith, commissioned, - - 804
Wolfe, Captain Freeman, commissioned, - 745
Yankee, ship Creighton taken by, - 787

Privateers, Pennsylvania-
Congress, Captain Craigie, prize taken by, - 539) 576
Congress, Captain Greenway, commissioned, 79,

General Lee, Captain Chatham, commissioned, 79
General Thompson, Captain Connell, commissioned, 80
Hancock, Captain Newman, prizes taken by, - 750,

1126, 1309
Jupiter, Captaill IlIingsworth, commissioned, 65
Rutledge, Captain Smith, commissioned, - 84
Commissions delivered to James Mease and Rob-

ert Mease, for a ship and brig, to be :fitted out by
them in a foreign port,

Privateers, Rhode-Island-
EagJe, Captain Paine, prize taken by, -
General Greene, prizes taken by, -
Independence, Captain Jabez Whipple,

taken by,
Favotirite, Captain Coffin, prizes taken by, -

97

346, 560
486, 560

prizes
227, 282

- 936
1019, 1174

-rndustry, Captain ChjJd, prizes taken by, - 935, 1019
Joseph, Captain Field, prize taken by, - - 227
Montgomery, prizes taken by, - 486, 1126
Putnam, Captain Christopher Whipple, prize taken

by, - - 1260
Yankee Ranger, prizes taken by, - - 338
Captain Tillinghast, prize taken by, - 227
Captain Crawford, prizes taken by, - 936, 1019

Prize Agents) letter from Marine Committee to, - 1115
Prize Money, increase of, recommen8ed by Commo-

doreHopkin',-, - 282
Resolve of Massachusetts respecting, - - 775
Resolve of Continental Congress respecting, - 1114

Prizes, taken by-
CaptainAtkins,- - - - - - 931},1228
Captain Baldwin, Continental schooner Wasp, - 1072
Captain Biddle, Continental :ship Andrew Doria, - 227,

282, 307, 455
Captain Carlton, privateer General Gates, - 1046
Captain CampbeJl, privateer Enterprise, - 232
Captairi Child, privateer Industry, - 935
Captain Coas, privateer Warren, - 346, 863
Captain Coffin, privateer Favourite, -936, 1019, 1174
Captain Cooke, Maryland ship Defence, - 863, 1291
Captain Craigie, privateer Congress, - 539, 576
Captain Crawford, - 936, 1019
Captain Dunn, sloop Revenge, 338, 359, 486
Captain Field, privateer Joseph, - - 227
Captain Forrester, privateer Rover, off the Straits of

Gibraltar, 156, 177, 403,1196
Captain Giles, privateer Retaliation, - 1196
Captain GiIJ, privateer Independency, - - 307
Captain Godfre)., privateer Lady Washington, - 935
Captain Greely, privateer Speedwell, 808,936
Captain Harding, Connecticut brig Defence, - 866
Captain Harmon, privateer Putnam, -1046, 1316
Captain H>rtborne, - 1227
Capt~in Hinman, ContinentaJ brig Cabot, ~ 1174, 1260
Captain Jones, Continental s]oop Providence, - 171,

226, 5~5, 624, 927, 1019, 1043, 1105, 1260, 1304
Captain Lee, privateer Hawk, - 917, 1091, 1245
Captain Munro, - 486, 560
Captain Nickerson, privateer America, - - - 1004
Captain Niles, Connecticut schooner Spy, 312,848
Captain Newman, privateer Hancock, ~ 750, 1126. 1309
Captain Paine, schooner Eagle, - 346, 560
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Prizes, taken by- Continued.
Captain Parker, privateer, -1019, 10-i6
Captain Pearce, ,

- 1174
Captain Rogers, New-York sloop Montgomerie', 357,702
Captain Samson, Massachusetts brig Indepen-

dence, 346, 358
Captain Souther, brigantine Massachusetts, - - 943
Captain Stacey, privateer Diamond, - 1174, 1260
Captain Turpin,. South-CaroJina brigantine-of-war

Comet,- - - - - -. - - 285Captain Waters, schooner Dolphin, - 560
Captain Waters, schooner Lee, - - 116
Captain Abraham Whipple, Conlinental ship Co-

lumbus, 307, 455, 595, 863
Captain Christopher Whipple, privateer 'Putnam, - 1260
Captain Jabez Whipple, privateer Independence, 227, 282
Captain.Woolsey, privateer Harlequin, - 510,560
Sundry vessels, 307,338, 439, 863, J073, 1126, 1196, 1245
British men-of.war, 116,359,455,1019, 1158, 1201, 1227
A day seldom passes without some being taken, .. 9:36
Computed that a million sterling have b~en taken, - 1245

Proceedings, of-
Pennsylvania Convention, _

- - 1-62Pennsylvania Council of Safety, - 61-98Connecticut Council of Safety, - - 114,
129, 143, 188, 226, 266, 280, 295, 305, 386, 422,

557, 575, 848, 1171, 1194, 1208, 1259, 1302
Baltimore Committee; -

_
118,

253, 308; 347, 458, 601, 925, 1005
Town.meeting at Halifax, New-York,

-
~

- 124
Town-meetingatRockingham, Cumberland County, 124
Massachusetts Council, - - - . _

133
Pittsfield (Ma:oumchusetts) Committee, - - 134
Court-Martial on Lieutenant Marshall, - - 175
New-Hampshire House of Representatives, -

_
176

Northumberland (Pennsylvania) Committee)
-

_
255

Lancaster (Pennsylvania) Committee, - - - 234,
287, 365, 490, 546, 1008, 1J55

Council of Gener~1 Officers, - - 237,329, 11J7
Delaware ConventIon, - 285,286
Dutches.sCounty (New-York) Committee, - - 373
Town Meeting at Providence, Rhode-Island, - - 376,

389, 1104, 1107
General Court-Martial, held at HarlemJ - - 467.

498, 550, 569, 589, 610, 929
Court-Martial on Ensign Macumber, - - 499, 500
Convention on the New-Hampshire Grants, 526-530
Pennsylvania Assembly, 542-546
General Court-Martial, held at King's Bridge, - 550,

551, 590, 883
Town-Meetingat Petersham, - 576
General Court-M,artial on Captain Wisner, - - 610
Maryland Cooucll of Safety, - - - 625-660
New-York Convention and CQrnmittee of Safety, 659-726
Massachusetts Genera] Court., 725-808
Conference with the Six Nations at Wyoming, ~ 825
Court-Martial for tbe trial of Mr. Champney, - 882
Middletown (Connecticut) Committee, - 885
Court-Martial,held by order of General Heath, 930, 948
Town-Meeting at Oxford, Massachusetts, - - 936
Carlisle Committee, - 939
Council of General Officers, held at General Lee's

Head.Quarters, - 1117
BrigadeCourt-Martial, . 1139,1140
Meeting in the State-House Yard, Philadelphia, w 1149
Cumberland County (Pennsylvania) Committee, - 1201
Meeting of Delegates at Carlisle, - - 1201
General Court-Martial, held at White-Plains, - - 1242,

1282, 1294
GeneralCourt-Martial,heldby order of General Lee, 1295
On impressment of seamen in London, - 1228-1232
Berks County (Pennsylvapia) Committee, - 1309
Soutb-Carolina Navy Board, - - - 1323-1328
Continental Congress! ~ - 1329-1418

Proclamation-
~y General Howe, offering a pardon to deserters

who surrender themselves, - 603
By Governour Trumbull, -1171, 1225
By tbe King, for encouraging seamen to enter on

board the ships-of-war, - 12;28
By the King, fora general Fast in EngJand and WaJes, 1289
By the King, for a general Fast in Scotland, - - 1290

Proctor, Colonel, petition of, to Pennsylvania Conven-
tion (hr arms, ~

Proctor, Captain, prisoner in the jail of Halifax, trent-
ment of, by the enemy,

- 252
Proctor, Francis) elected a Second Lieutenant of

ArtiJlery, -
Ordered to Fort Montgomery,

33

80
81
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ProctQf, Thomas, Major of Artillery, 80
Promotions, remarks of General Washington on, ~ 603
Providence, Continental sloop-of-war, Captain John

Paul Jone., crni.e of, - 171, 226, 624, 1105, 1303
Providence, Continental frigate, Captain Whipple pro-

moted to the command of, .. 1394
Nearly ready for sea, '~ .. 986

Providence, R. I., prizes sent inlp, .. 307, 560
Proceedings of a town-meeting at, 376, 389, 1104, 1107
Letter from Marine Committee to the Committee

for building Continental frigates at, .. .. 954.
Extractof. letterfrom, . - 1194

Provisions, plent)' of, on Long-Island, except fresh'
mea~ . - 1M

A good stock of, at Fort Stanwix, German~Flats,
andJohn.towu, - - - . - 534,1190

Plenty of, in the British Army at New-York, - 564
Shameful waste of, - 605
A supply of, voted t.o Jeremiah Colborn, .. .. 776
Colonel Gadsden requests a supply of salted, for

Sullivan's Island, .. 938
Account of, on board the sloop-of-war Providence,

]
106

Account of, on board the Alfred, - - 1107
Alarming situation of Washington's Army on ac.

COlintof thestateof, . - - - .. - 1138
Bennington Committee requested to forward, to

Ticonderoga, - ..1143
Orde-r$ in Council prohibiting the exportation of,

from Great Britain and Ireland, - 1233
Quantity of, necessary to be iaid in at tbe posts he-

tween Fort Lee and Philadelphia, - - . 1281
Resolution of Congress for supplying the Northern

Army with, - 1378
Prussia, :Mr. Deane urges the importance of treating

with the Kin. o£ - - . - - - 811
Purdy, Jonathan, lUll'., declares himself a subject of

King Georue.. -
I.. .. 311

Prays to be p~r~itted to his parole, .. 694
Purviance, Samuel, J UD.,Chajrman of Bahimore Com-

mittee, - 117
Letters to, from Richard Henry Lee, 350, 989
Letter to, from Joseph Hewes, - 364

Putnam, Col. Rufus, report of, to General Washington, 140
Letters frQm, tb General Washington, - 549, 892
Plan of, for a corps of Engineer8, Artificers, &c'j - 893

Putnam, GeneraJ, spirited conduct of, at Harlem, . 370
Narrowly escapes being made prisoner in New-York, 352
Note from, to General Heath, - 962

Putnam, LieutenantJeremiah, of galley Independence, 963
Putnam, NewwYork schooner, mutiny on board the, 215,

714,718,720
P. W., on Monopolizers, - 1288
Pyne, Richard, petition of, to Massachusetts CounciJ, 797

Permitted to leave the c01;1ntryfor England, -
w 798

Gives his parole not to act against th~ Uniled States, 798
Certificate in favour o~ - 798

Q.
QuartermasterRGeneraJ, estimate of the expense of the

department of the, for one month, ~ 1318
Queen-of-England, prize ship, finding of the Jury in

the case of, - 767
Resolve respecting the distribution of the proceeds

of the sale of, - - 776
Queen's County, New-Yark, petition of inhabitants of,

to Lord and General Howe, - 1159
Address of the inhabitants of, to Govemour Tryon, 1164

Quigley, Lieutenant Thomas, letters from, to Thomas
Randall, one of the Marine Committee, - 215, 1074

Quin, Samuel, appointed a Second Lieutenant, 88

R.
Rain, Philip, deposition of, against William B. Town-

send, - 6.48
Raleig~, Continental frigate, orders for supplying the,

with cannon, - - - ~ - . - '955Ordered on a cruise, . - 1200
Ramsey, Thomas, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 636
RanclaU, Thomas, letters from, to New- York Conven-

tion, 215 972
Letters to, from Thomaa Quigley, - - 215, '1074

RandoJph, Edmund, Jetter from, to Gen. Washington, 987
Ranger, privateer, petition of owners of the, - 796
Rank, relative, between English Na.vyand Army offi-

cers, - 172
Letter from Virginja Convention concerning, - 319
Ofofficers.ofMarines, - - - - - 1417

Ranney,Daniel,depositionof, _
218

Ranson, Thomas, elected a First Lieutenant, - - 1341

INDEX. 1500

Rations~ price of, in Virginia, - - 850
Number of, claimed by ArtiHery officers. - 850
Deputy Commissary.General requests instructions

in reJation to the, of certain officers, - - 850
Resolutions of Congress in relation to, - 1360
Allowed to officers on the staff in the Army of the

United State8, - - 1407
Raymond, Edward, appointed a Wagonma:5ter, _

474
Raymond, Captain Edward, letter to, from Udney Hay, 534

Letter from, to Colonel Hay, - 534
Read, Charles, appointed an Ensign, - -

_
1396

Read, George; President of Delaware Convention, - 424
Read, Colonel James, return of officers in the regi.

mentcommandedby, - .. ~ - - 906
Read, Colonel Jphn Hatton, letter to, from Maryland

Council of Safety, - - - - -
_

578
Reading, Daniel, sentence of, - . 473
Reading (PennsyJvania) Committee, empowered to

appoint a guard, 64
Letter from, to Lancaster Committee, - - ]20

Recantation, of Nathan Hilands, _
325

Recruiting, Genera.l Gat~s's plan of, for the N ortheJn
Army, - - - - - - -

_
470

Instructions from General Washington to Colonel
Hand, - -- - . - -

_
993

Instructions for, from a Committee of New-York
Convention, _

1204
Instructions for, from General Schuyler, -

_
1297

Redfield, Captain, taken by the enemy, and dismissed
after a few days' detention, ~ 170

Red-Hook, works erecting at, . 261
Great want of men at,

-
_ _

667
Redman, John, Jun., appointed Paymaster to Penn-

sylvaniatroops, - - - . . _
88

Reed,.Ames, sentenced to be flogged for speaking
disrespectfully of the Commander-inRChief,

- 239
Reed, George, commissioned Major of First Battalion

of New-Hampshire troops, - - - - 1177
Reed, John, appointed an Ensigl], - - ..1340
Reed, Adjutant-General Joseph, letters from, to-

General Beall, -
_ _

895
CO!Dmittee of Congress appointed to inquire into

the state of the Army, - - -
_ _ 826

General Heath, 275,569,597,827, 845, 962, 973, 1026
Geoeral Jlihffim, - - - - - 253 259
Charles Pettjtt, .. '1036
President of Congress, .. 417
Mrs. Reed, 123, 198, 332, 443, 994, 1250
Governour Trumhull, - 98 1121

Letters to, from- 'General Beall, -
_

895
Colonel Bullit!, . 191

Spirited conduct of,at Har]em, - .. 370
Tender~ his resignation, -

_ 826
ReediMrs.,letters to, from Colonel Reed, _

123,
198, 332, 443, 994, 1250

Reed, Moses, prisoner, examination of,.. . . 598
Reed, Sergeant Major, promoted to an Ensigncy .. 1083
Reed, Lieutenant-Colonel Seth, absent on accou~t of

ill health, - -
_

441
Rees, David, appointed an Ensign, - . . .. 477
Rees, Jacob, gives security for his goodbehaviour, _

1156
Refugees, from Long-Island, a regiment proposed to

be raised from, . _
935

Regimeutal Orders, by Colonel Lippitt, - . 338
Regulations, for carrying .the mails,

-
~.. 256

Respectjng the saJe of vegetables, &c., .. .. 616
Reid, C~ar]es, petition of, to Massachusetts Council, 791

PermUted to go to England, 7!)1
Reid, I::i8uc~appointed a First Lieutenant, 631
Reiger, Jacob, appoinwd an Ensign,.. 92
Reilly, John, appointed a First Lieutenant, .. 477
Reily~ John, appointed a First Lieutenant, - .. 88
Religion, equal liberty to all denomInations of, urged

upon the General Assembly of Virginia, - ~ 8]6
Provision respecting, in 90nstitution of Pennsylvania, 58

Remsen, Colonel Henry, letters from, to New-York
Convention,- - - .. -

_ 226547
Letter to, from New.York CommiUee of Safety, ~' 683

Remsen, Colonel J eronimus, permits Major Thorne
to return home, .. - - - -

_
202

Report, abstract of Lieutenant Whitcomb's, - - 483
Relative to the calJing out the Militia of Westches-

ter, Orange, Dutches8, and UJ~ter Counties _
660

Of a sub-committee of New-York Commiu~e of
Safet! on General Schuyler's letter, -

_
688

In relatIOn to the finances of New- York,
-

_
710

On a more effectual mode of detecting and defeat-
ing the designs of internal enemies,

- . 714
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Report- ContinWia.
Of the Committee appointed to investigate the case

of Charles Goodrich, - 742
Of the evidence taken at the Court of Inquiry on

the charge against Colonel Tyler of cowardice, 1251
Of the Committee appointed by Congress to con-

. fer with Lord Howe, - 1342
Of the Committee appointed to visit General Wash-

ington's camp, (note,) - - - 1385
Concerning Bernard & Wadding's goods, (note,) 1390
On General Washington's request to be allowed to

appoint P. Penet one of his Aids, (note,) - - 1398
On the case of the ship Elizabeth, libeled by John

Wentworth, - 1398
Representation, Newburyport Committee send a, to

Massachusetts Council, - - 768
Of Ahraham Lott, to New-York Convention, - 723

Reprisal, Continental ship-of-war, Captain Lambert
Wickes, attack upon, by the Shark, in the har-
bour of Martinico, - w 223

Arrival of, at Philadelphia, with muskets, powder,
&0., - 323

Ordered to be got ready for sea immediately, .. 429
Selected to carrvDr. Franklin to France, - 1211
Plan of the cruise of the, w 1211

Reprisal, privateer,petition of owners of the, to Mas-
sachusetts Council, -' - 804

RepubJick, armed sloop, iron ballast delivered tOJ - 801
Resolution, schooner, Benjamin King appointed Cap-

tainofilie, -6~
Resolves of the Council and House of Representatives

of Massachusetts, 725-808
Reta1iation, privateer}stores~ appurtenances, and equip-

ment of the, - 741
Returns, of-

Arms belonging to Pennsylvania, .ordered, 77
Officers for King's County, New- York, - - 109
Officers on board the armed sloop Freedom, .. 174
Fire~arms, &c., of Massachusetts, -

.. 231
Provisions, &c'J at Fort Schuyler, -

w 248
Detachment under Colonel Livingston, - 296
General Washington's Army, at New-York, - 327-329
Knox's regiment of Artillery, 329, 451,607, 909, 1130
The names of those recommended to fill vacancies

in Colonel Ward's regiment, - 413
British prisoners} - - - - - - - 438
Prisoners sent from Canada to New-York by Carle-

ton, 438, 522
Washington's Army at King's Bridge and its de-

pendencies,
_

- -
~ w

- 449
The forces commanded by General Gates, 479, 617
Major Badlam's corps of Artillery, - - 479,619
Ordnance and stores taken by the British in New-

York and adjacent batteries, - .. - - 493
Prisoners taken on the Island of New-York, - - 522
Maryland troops in Continental senice under the

command of Colonel Smallwood, - 567
Bricradesunder the immediate command of General

Washington, at Harlem, - - 607
Troops in General Greene's division} - - - 607
Necessaries wanted at the Fortifications in the

Hiohlands - - - - - - - 674
Abse~t offic~rs to be made to Head-Quarters, - 844
Officers in Colonel Nicholson}s regiment, - 857
Officers in Colonel .Chester's regiment, 870
Officers in Colonel Newcomb's regiment, 871
Officers in Colonel Nicoll's regiment, - - 871
Officersin Colonel Jacobus Swartwout's regiment, 871
Officers in Colonel Tyler's regiment} - 872
Officers in Colonel Graham's regiment, - 872
Officers in Colonel Thomas's regiment, - 872
Officers of Colonel Cunningham's regiment of the

Flying-Camp,- - - - - - - 873
Officers in Colone1 Andrew Ward's regiment, - 873
Officers in Colonel Paul D. Sargent's regiment, .. 874
Officers in Coloriel Lasher's regiment, - - 875
Officers in Colonel Hardenbergh's regiment, - 875
Field Officers in Colonel Sargent's brigade, - - 875
Officers in Colonel Samuel.Wyllys's regiment, w 876
Officersin the Twenty-First Regiment,

_
876

Officersof the Seventeenth Re,g-iment,- - 877
Officers absent in the Seventh Regiment, - 877
Officers in Co]onel Forman's battalion, - 877
Officers in Brigadier-General Wad:5worth's brigade, 878
Officers in Co]onel Haller's battalion, -

w 878
Officers in the Second Battalion Pennsylvania Rifle

Regiment,
,

- 878
Officers in Colonel Selden's regiment, - .. 879
Officers of Fifth Pennsylvania Battalion, . 879
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Returns, of- Continued.
Officers of First Battalion Pennsylvania Rifle Regi-

ment, .. 879
Officersoflate Colonel Selden's regiment, - - 880
Officers in camp,;of Colonel Douglass's regiment, - 880
Officers absent in Colonel Jonathan Smith's regi-

ment, 880, 904
Colonel Cadwalader's Officers, - 880
Officers in Colonel Prescott's regiment, - 881
Officers in Colonel Edward Hand's regiment, - 897
Field Officers of Maryland FIJing~Camp, at Mor-

ris}s Heights, w .
- - 897

Field Officers of Colonel Hand'~ regiment, sta-
tioned at De Lancey's Mills,

. _
897

General Fellows's brigade, -
_

898
Officers of the Delaware regiment, - 898'Field Officers in the Pennsylvania Battalions en-

camped near Head-Quarters, -
_

898
Officers in Colonel Martin's regimentj - .. 899
Officers in Colonel Richardson's regiment, -

_
900

Officers of Colonel Phillips's. battalion of Jersey
levies; _

900
General Wadsworth's brigade, 901
Field Officers of First Virginia Regiment, - 901
Officers in General Heard's brigade, 901
Officers in Colonel Hutchinson's regiment, -

_
901

Field Officers in General Fellows's brigade, - 902
Officers in the late Colonel Gay's regiment,

_
w 902

Officers in Colonel Ewing's battalion of Maryland
forces: rais~d for Ihe Flying-Camp,

-
. M 903

Absent officers in the Tenth Regiment, _
903

Officers in Colonel Sage's regiment, 904
Officersin Colonel Silliman's regiment, _

904
Absent officers in the Twenty-First Regiment, 905
Absent officersin Colonel Douglass's regiment, _

905
Officers in Colonel Knox's regiment of Artillery, 905
Officers in Colonel James Read's regiment, - 906
Officers in Colonel Drake's regiment, - 906
Two brigade~ of Militia, commanded by General

8altonsta]] and Colonel Lippett, - -
_

909
General Mercer's Army, at Perth~Amboy, _

941
Officers in the Second Battalion of General Scott's

brigade, -
_

1060
Officersof Colonel McD.ougall'sregiment, ~

_

1060
Officers of Colonel Ritzema's tegiment,

- ~ 1060
Officers of Maryland troops commanded by Colonel

Smallwood, - - - - -, -
_

1061
Officers of Colonel Varnum's regiment, _

1061
Arms: and atcolltrements taken from the enemy on

Staten-Island,- - - - - - . 1094
New-Hampshiretroopsat Ticonderoga, - . 1177
Forces encamped on the Jersey shore, under the

command of General Greene, - - 1250
Killed and wounded in the brigade commanded by

Brigadier-General Leslie, (British,) w
-

_
1270

Seventh Regim€nt of Foot, commanded by Colonel
William Prescott} - - w -

_ _
1319

Regiment commanded by Colonel Thomas, M ~ 1319
Regiment of Connecticut Militia commanded by

Colonel Oliver 8mith, - - - -
_

1321
Regiment commanded b;' Colonel Jacobus Swart-

wont, - 1321
Regiment commanded by Colonel Morgan Graham, 1321
Colonel Gay ordered to make, of the state of his

regiment,
~ 166

Washington orders an immediate, of every regi- .

ment,
- 194 195

Revenge, brig captured by the, 359' 486
Revenge, privateer, Captain Warren, _

' 745Reyner, Ebenezer, recommended for a Second Lieu-
tenancy, -

_
.1247

Rhoads, Peter, elected a member of Pennsylvania
COlmcil of Safety, - - -

_ _ _

Rhode-Island Assemhly-
Letters to, from the President of Congress, .. 136,

489, 839, 953
Alarm of, at the unexpected evacuation of Long-

Island,- - - - - - -
_ 207

Appoint a Committee to confer with General Wash~
mgton upon the best means of defence, - 207

Troops of, worthy of the highest applause, - 997
R~ce, high price of, in Holland, - - 1090, 1234
RIchards, Sergeant Peter, sentenced to be reduced to

the ranks and whipped, - . 291
Richards, Ensign Solomon, promoted to a Second

Lieutenancy, -
_

1083
RichardsoD, Colonel William, letter fromJ to Maryland

Council of Safety, - - - - -
_

104
Return of officers in the regiment commanded by, 900

9
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Richardson, William, appointed an Ensign in the Fly-
iDa-Camp"

_
.. ..

-
.. .. 638

Richm~nd, Coionel William, marches to join the ex-
pedition to Long-Island, . - 1001

Arrival of, at New-London, .. .. 1125
Elected by Congresa Colonel of a Rhode-Island

battalion, - 1333
Richmond, Christopher, Adjutant of Co]onel Small-

wood's recriment .. .. -
.. .. .. 1014

Letter from,Oto Ma:yland Counci] of Safety, .. .. 1122
Richmond, Staten-Island, surprise of a party of British

and Hessians at, .. .. - .. .. .. 1073
Ridgaway, "'''ilJiam, auth"orized to raise a company,.. 636
Rights) Declaration of, by Pennsylvania, 22
Riley, Stephen, deposition of, .. .. .. .. 649
Riley, order of New-Yark Commjttee of Safety for the

amsto~- .. 6~
:Ringgold, T~omas, letter to, from Maryland Council

of Safety, - 457
Rising Empire, brig, resolve relative to} - - - 734
Rittenhouse, David, elected a member of Pennsylva-

nia Council of Safety, 8
Roads,order.s to obstru~t the} leading to King's Bridge, 239

Directions concerning the} trom Mount Independ-
ence to Otter Creek, .. 534

Robbins, Mary, deposition of, - - .. - - 646
Robenson} Siah, chosen a Captain of New-York Mili-

tia,
_

831
Roberdeau, General Daniel, Jetter from, respecting a

guard for Philadelphia, .. .. - .. -
Complains of the slowness with which the Pennsyl-

vania Militia arrive at Amboy, - 10
Requests gun-screws for the use of the troops, 11
Address of, to the Associators under his command

bighly approved, - . - - - - 24
Commissioned as First Brigadier-General of Penn-

sylvania, .. 59
Letter from, to Samuel Mifflin} - 181

Roberts, Charles, commander of schooner Thistle, .. 1373
Roberts} Major, promoted to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy, 473
Roberts, Peter, commander of privateer Ranger, - 796
Robins, Josiah, letter from,. to William Barkley Town-

aend, - 645
Deposition of, . - 646

Robinson, Benjamin, senteftced to be flogged, - - 477
Robinson, Isaiah, Captain of the Andrew Doria, in-

structionsto, .. - 1092
Robinson, James, a Court-Martial ordered for the trial.

o~ for mutiny, .. 1195
Robinson, Captain James, instructions to, - 1115
Robinson, Johnt Court-Martial on, for mutiny, - ..1195
Robinson, Noah, appointed an Ensign, .. - 474
Roboson, Elijah, appointed a Captain in ~he Flying..

Camp, - 629
Rochester Committee, petition o'f, to Massachusetts

General Court, . 754
Rochford, Lord, character of, - - 456
Rockingham, Cumberland County, New- York, pro-

ceedings of a town-meeting at, - 124
Rodgers, Philip, appointed a Second Ljeutenant, .. 1340
Rodmants Point, a guard necessary at, - 1035

The enemy land ten thousand men at, - - 1174
Rodney, Cresar, letters from, to Thomas Rodney, 510,840

Letter to, from Colonel Patterson, 570, 918
Letters to, from Colonel Haslett, - - 896, 1270

Rodney, Thomas, ]etters to, from Cresar Rodney, 510, 840
Letter to, from Colonel HasJet, - 881

Roe, Captain Daniel, proceedings of, at Brookhaven,
Long-Island,. - 506

~oebuckt ship, one of Dunmore's fleet} seYenty~five
on the sick list of the, - 158

Captures two sma]] vesse]s bound to Philadelphia, 161
Sails up the Potomack,

_
165

Sickness on board the, - 461
Passage of the, up the North River, 943,961

Roger:s, Major Robert, endeavours to raise a corps of
Provincials, - - - - - .. 494, 610

Has a battalion nearly completed on Long-Island, 868
Plans a descent upon Connecticut, ..1028, 1030
Surprised by Colonel Hazlet, and thirty-six of his

Rangers taken prisoners, . 1188, 1203
List of prisoners taken from the corps commanded

by, - - 1203
Said to have been the first to rU,n off, - ..1249,1270

Rogers, Captain, promoted to a Majority, - 473
Rogers, lVlajor Zabdiel, letter to, from General Wash.

ingtori, - .. 1165
Rogers, William, commander of the armed sloop

Montgomery, instructions to) - - 846

INDEX. 1504

Rolston, John, a sutler} ordered off the ground for
:sellingrum, &c., contrary to orders, - .. 1082

Romans, Bernard, payment to, - 1407
Roome, John L. C., prisoner, letter froID, to Govern-

onrTmmbnll,- - 849
Ross, Colonel George, Vice President of Pennsylvania

Convention} 2
Elected a Delegate to Continental Congress} - 6
Letter from, to Lancaster Committee, - - 1217

Ross, Captain James, appointed a Major, - - 1378
Ross, WiHiam, petition of, to .Massachusetts Council, 792

Permitted to prepare his vesse] for sea, - - 793
Root, Aaron, leHer from, to Massachusetts Council, .. 1196
Root, Jesse, letter from, to Governour TrumbuJl, . 1267
Rover, privateer}several captures made by the~on the

coast of Portugal, . .. 403
Sends into Falmouth (Casco Bay) a valuable prize, 1196

Rowe, John, testimony of, in the case of the Charm-
ing Peggy, . - 1045

Rowel, William, promoted to a First Lieutenancy, - 474
Row-gaJIeys, two, sail to join Arnold's fleet, - 615

The greatest strength ofour navalforce on the Lake, 705
Rowland, Edward, Commander of the prjvateer Sturdy

Beggar, - - - - . - - - 803
Royal} Samuel,-appointed a Captain of Pennsylvania

Militia, ~

Rules and Articles for the government of the Armies
of tbe Uni'ed States, - - - - - 1363

Rules and Regulations for the government of Penn-
sylvania Convention,

Rum, a large quantity of, &c., captured by Captain'
Jones, - 171

A small quantity ~f, arrives at Hampton, Virginia, - 209
One half gill of, issued to each soldier, - 618
Becoming plenty, - 920
Colonel Gadsden requests that a hogl'iheadof, be

sent to Sullivan's bland,,; .. - - - 938
A gill of, issued to each soldier at Ticonderoga, - 1082
Congress order tbe purchase of one hundred hogs-

heads of, for tbe Army, - . . - ~ 1385
Rumsey, Benjamin, Jetters to, from M;uyJandCouDciJ

of Safety, 308, 456, 578
Letter from}to Maryland Council of Safety, . . 363

Rumsey, Charles, letters from, to Maryland CounciI of
Safety, - 542, 1128

Rumsey, Nathan, letter from, to Maryland Convention, 1134
Rush, Dr. Benjamin, elected a Delegate to Continental

Congress,
Russell, Eleazer, letter from, to New-Hampshire Com-

mittee of Safety, - 269
Rutherford, General, marches against the Southern

Indians, - - - - - - - 208, 540
Operations of, against the Cherokees, - - 1235

Rutledge, Edward, appointed on a Committee to
confer with Lord Howe, - - 192

Letter from, to General Washington, - .. 287
Letter '0, from John Jay, - 998

Rutledge, John, President of South-Carolina, Speech
of, - - 392

Letter from, to South-Carolina Navy Board,. - 1327
Message to, from South-Carolina NavyBoard, - 1328

Rutter, Thomas, member of Baltimore Committeet - 117
Ryan, John, prisoner in the jail of Philadelphia, Gen-

eral McDonald's certificate in favour of, - 211

78

4

6

S.
Sachem, an armed brig captured by} - 254
Safford, Joseph, ejected a First Lieutenant, .. 1341
Sage} Colonel Comfortt return of officers in the regi-

ment commanded by, - 904
Salem, extract of a letter from, to Massachusetts

Assembly, - 600
Salisbury, Connecticut Council of Safety vote five

hundred pounds to carryon the Furnace at, - 557
Furnace at, ordered to cast six and four. pounders, 558
Furnace at}ordered to deliver cannon for the Con-

tinental ship building at Chatham, - 575
Sally, schooner, a flag-of-truce, made prize of by Com-

modore Arbuthnot, - .. 307
Salt, measures taken to prevent the removal of, from

the stores of Messrs. Sewell, ~ 25
Sale of, regnlated in Philadelpbia, - - - 27
Distribution of, in the several Counties of Philadel-

phia,
Resolve cQncerning, imported into PhiJadelphia by

Joshua Fisher &.Sons,
Owner of a cargo of, allowed to dispose of itj
Speculation in, disapproved of by Pennsylvania

Council of Safety, - 83

27

29
36
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Salt-Continued. Schuyler, General Philip-
Large quantities of, monopolized by speculators, ~ 85 Complaints against, by J?seph TrumbuJl, - 213
Resolution of Pennsylvania Council of Safety re- Asks for a Court of InqllJry, - 245

specting the fi1J]eof, 8.5 Resigns his commission,. - 333
A quantity of, sent from Philadelphia to Trenton, - 89 Joseph TrumlJUIJ congratulates hJmselfand General
Price of, regulated, - - - - - 90 Gates on the resigof\tionof, . - 417
A quantity of, delivered to Daniel Til1inghast, - 119 Resolutions of New-York Convention m relation to
A quantity of, arrives at Hampton, Virginia! 209,308,404 the resignation of, - - 709
Seven hundred bushels of, captured by the enemy Insinuation against, by Joseph Trumbull, - 995

onLoncr-bland, - - - - . ~ ~ 307 Mr. Duane's Minutes of a meeting of a Committee
Two thou~and bushels of, arrive at Phi]adelphia, - 325 witb, - 1190
Philadelphia Committee for the distribution of, ~ 365 Instructions from, to recruiting offivcrs, ~ 1297
Djstribution of the, belonging to Joshua. Fjsher &. Djrected to make inqHiry respecting the pJunder of

Sons, ~- - 888 the baggage of officerstal{enat St. John's, &c., 1330
l\ieasures taken by Connecticut Council of Safety Congress refuse to accept the resignation of~ - 1384-

to procure, - - - - - - - 848 Application of, to the Eastern States for Mi}itia,
Measures taken by Commissary-G€neral TrumbuH appro\'ed of by Congress, - 1409

to prooure, - 920 Letters from, to-
Marine Committee take measures to procure, - 970 General Gates, 110, 142,220,249,264,
Resolve of Pennsylvania Council of Safety fixing 293,334,355,374,469,555, S33, 859,909,923,999,

.he price of. - - - - - - - 1007 1039,1103,1125,1142,1243,1274,1287,1299, 1314
Three hundred bushe]s of, taken in a prize and sent Go\'ernour Trumbu\J, 126, 341, 846, 999, 1125, 1w9

into Saco, - 1046 General Washington, 125, 248,263,302.352,420,469,
Commissary Lowry in great want of, - - 1137 525,614,832,922,932,1079,1138,1206,1257,1286
A cargo of, at New":'Rochelle, and one at New~Lon- Robert Yates, - - 932, 1016

don, belonging to the Continent,. ~ - - 1190 Abraham Yates, - 1087
A cargo of, arri\.es at Philadelphia from Bermuda, - 1201 President of Congress, 125, 245, 248,
Two thousand hushels of, faU into the enemy's 263, 333, 525, 555, 857, 858, 922, 1078, 1205, 1296

hands at New-Rochelle, - - 1209 New-York Committee of Safety, - 685
SaltonstaJl, Gurdon, appointed Brigadier-General of New~YorkConventiont - 707,932

Connecticut Militia, -
w 281 Berkshire (Massachusetts) Committee, - 1087

Introduced to General Washington, - 295 Selectmen of Boston, - - - - 1087
Letter from, to Governour Trnmbull, ~ 306 Committee of New-York Convention,

- 1258
Orders to, from General Heath, - 591, 828, 844 Bennington Commiuee, - - 1258
Four regiments of the command of, encamp oppo- The Board of War, - - 1298

site Fort Washington, - 605 The Secretary of the Board of War, ~
- 1298

Remainder of the command of, encamp on Har- Letters to, from-
]em Rivert opposite Head~Quarters,

- - 610 General Arno]d) giving an account of the destruc~
Letter from, to General Heath, ~ 828 tion of his fleet, - - 1079
Return of the brigade commanded by, . - 909 CoJonel Dayton, 247, 859

Saltpetm. a quantity of, delivered to Daniel Tillinghast, 119 General Gates, 185,203,204, 294t 343,481,
New-York Convention authorize the purchase of, 690 530,619,885, 1000, 1017, 1080, 1257, 1287, 1314
Resolve of Massachusetts rdative to, - . 774 H. Glen, - 142, 184,221,534,980, 1190
Dr. \VC'isenthra1l's report onj - 817 Robert H. Harrisonl - 1120

Samson, Captain Simeon, prizes captured by, -
~ 346 Colonel Joseph Trumbull,

- 214
Application of, for orders, stores, &c., - - 794 Governour Trumbull, 279,535 934,1104
Order from Ma;o;sach.usettsCouncil to, - - 808 . General Washington)

,
- 167,

Sanborn, John, deposition of, against Asa Porter, - 153 300,416,567,609,869,973,994, 1186
San<jerson, Francis, taken into custody, - - 1005 Robert Yates, - - 1067

Set\t to Maryland Council of Safety for tria], - 1032 Presiden!:of Congress, ~ 560, 864, 1197
Sands, Comfort, Jetter fi'om, to New-York Con.ven- New.York Committee of Safety, - 979

tion, 979, 998 Scipio, to the Freemen of Pennsylvania, - - 940
Sandwich, Lord, personal character of, - 456 Scollay, John, Chairman of Boston Selectmen, - 1227
Sandy-Hook, twenty-two sail of the enemy's fleet Sconondo, an Indian, brings intelligence to Colonel

Jeave, and steer an easterly course, -
~ 792 . Dayton, - 247) 859

Twenty-two sail making in for, - 1094 Scott, Benjamin, appointed a Second Lieutenant in
A large number of transports arrive off, - 1158 the Flying-Camp, - 644

Saratoga, General Schuyler pl'eparingto build barracks Scott, James, First Lieutenant of sloop Freedom, - 174
at, - - 1078 Scott, John B., letter fr""OJ,to GenerJll Gates, - - 1103

Sargeant, Epes, complaint against, -
~ 769 Requests leave to resign his commission, ~ 1267

Notified to appear before Massachusetts Council, - 769 Scott, Captain, a Court-Martial ordered for the trial
Intercepted letter from, - 769 of,- - - 606

Sargentl CoJonelPaul D., return of officersin the regi- Scott, General John Morin, letter from) to General
men' commanded by, 874,875 Gates, 828.919

Ordered to march a detachment to Dobbs's Ferry, ~ 962 Letter from) to New-York Convention, ~ _' 975
Orders to, from General Heath, - - 976 President of the Court of In.quiry into the conduct
Letter from, to General Heath) - 976 afColonel Tyler, ~ 1251
Letter to, fr~m General Heath, ~ 1036 Scott, John, letter from, to Matthew Tilghman; - 952

Sargent, CaptaIn, ordered to march to the Northern Scudder, Dr. Nathaniel, letter to, from John Noble. department,
- 230 Cumming, ~ 1244

Sargent, Winthrop, letter from, to Massachusetts Scureman, Jacob, prisoner, examination of, - 310
Council, - - 116 Seabury, Rev. Samuel, order of New~York Conven-

Savage, Thomas, appointed a Commissionerof Sonth- tion for the arrest of, . 683
Carolina Navy Board, - 1323 Seamen, a number of, wanted for the Lak€s, - 357

Sayre, James, letter from, to General Heath, - 244 Waues allowed to, - 264
Sayre, Williaf!l, appointed a First Lieutena[Jt, - 88 Thi~ty-t.hree, detailed from CoJonel Whitcomb's
Scammel, MaJor Alexander, appointed assist.ant to the regiment to serve in Arno]d's fleetJ - - 472

Adjutant-General, - - 291, 1284 Arnold asks for aIle bundred, - 481
Schcncl{, Guisbert, deposition of, against Wm. ,"Varnej 679 A reinforcement of, sent to Arnold, 556,834
Schenck, John, letter from, to Abraham Yates, - 260 Arnold's, almost naked) - 834
Schenck, Roeloff, deposition of, against Wm.Warne, 681 DifficuJty ofobtainilJg, to man the new Continental
Schmidtz, General, arrival of, at Sandy~Hook, - - 1158 ships,

_
107Q

SchooJfieJd, Benjamin, appointed a Captain) - 634 Difficulty of obtaiuing, for the Navy, 1105
SchooJfieJd, George, appointed a Second Lieutenant, 634 List of, detailed from vessels in the River St. Law.
Schoolfield, William, appointed a First Lieutenant, ~ 633 rence to serve on Lake Champlain,

- ...1179
Schott, John Paul, petition of, for a Captaincy, - 157 Impressment of, on the River Thames, - - 1228, 1229

Appointed a Ca}?tain in the Continental Army, - 1332 Resolution of South.Carolina Navy Board to pro-
Schuyler, sJoop, pnze captured by the, 357, 358 I cure, from the West-Indies, - - ~ 1328
Schuyler, Peter, letter from, to New-York Convention) 978 Sea Nymph, brig, taken by Captain Jones, ~ 171

FIFTH SERlES.- VOL. II, 95



1507

Seayres, John, appointed Major of Fourth' Virginia
battalion, - - - - - - - 1395

Secret Committee-
LeltE'! from, to MaryJand Council of Safety, - - 310
Letter to, from Maryland Council of Safety, - . 510
Letter from, to Thomas Morris, - - t237
Authorized to purchase a frigate and two cuHers in

Europe, - - - - - - - 1387
Secret Correspondence, Committee of-

Letter to, from C. W. F. Dumas, - 99
Letter from, to WiJIiam Bingham, - . 425,

822, 1148, 1198, 1199
Letter to, from Silas Deane, - 809,937, 1090, 1091
Important information received by, from Arthur Lee, 818
Letters from, to Silas Deane, - - - - 819,

839, 1197, 1198, 1199, 1214
Dr. Franklin and Robert Morris appointed members

of the, - 823
Instructions from, to William Hodge, Jun., -

851) 852
Recommend W. Hodge, Jun., to several gentlemen

in France, - - - - - - - 852.
Letters from, to C. W. F. Dumas, - 1180, 1213
Names of the members of the) -1180,1214
Letter from, to Stephen Ceronio, - - - 1198, 1213
Letter from I to Samuel and J. H. Delap, - 1198
Letter from, to Arthur Lee, - - 1199
Letter from, to American Commissioners in France, 1211

Sedden, Mark) petition of, to Massachusetts General
Court, - 788

Liberty granted to, to depart for England, - 788
Sedgwick, Major, recommendation of, - - 1192
Seeger, Frederick) elected Quartermaster of German

Battalion, - - - - - - - 1335
Resigns his office, - 1394

Selhy, Jesse, discharged from the service, - - 645
Selby, Joshua, deposition of, - - - - 646
Selby, Thomas, ordered under arrest for refusing to

joinhiscorpsnearNew-York,- - - - 640
SeJden, Oo]ooell return of officers in the regiment

cnmmanded by, - 879
SelectmenJof Charlestown, letter'from, to New-Hamp-

shire Committee of Safety, - 2013
Of Charlestown, defend the practice of inoculation, 208
Of Boston, declare the town nearly free of small-pox, 339
Of 1Valdoborough, petition of, to Massachusetts

General Court, - 730
Of Harpswell, petition of, to Massachusetts G€[]~

eral Court, . 732
Of Boston, letter to, from General Schuyler, - 1087
Of Boston, letter from~ to Benjamin Austin, - ~ 12.27
OfPepperelJ, certifieate of, in favour of Aaron Wood, 951

Sencalet, Monsieur, recommended to General Gates
by General Scott, - 829

Seribna, Nathaniell recommended for a Captaincy, - 931
Sever, William, application of, to Massachusetts Coun-

cil, for orders, &c., for Captain Samson, -
. 794

Appointed Agent for Captain Sam13on's vessel, - 794
Letter from, to Richard Devens, - - - - 1209

Sewal!, Judge, letter to, from Samu~ Curwen, - - 1317
SewaH's Point, resolve relative to the Hospital at, - 778
Seymour, Captain Stephen, recommended as a proper

person to command the brig Comet~ - - - 1323
Letter to, from South~Carolina Navy Board, - - 1325

Seymour, Captain Moses~ letter from, to Governour
Trumbull, - 558

Seymour, Thomas, appointed Commodore of the Penn-
sylvania fleet, - 74

Instructions to, . 74
Accompanied by a number of tbe Pennsylvania

Council to Fort Island, -
Directions to, respecting Fort Island, -

Shaw, Nathaniel, Jun., Jetter to, fromGovernourTrum-
bnll, - 114

Letter to, from Commodore Hopkins, . - 268
Letter from, to General Washington, - - 836
Letter to, from Marine Committee, - 1023
Ordered to supply the ship Oliver Cromwell and

brig Defence with stores, - . 1209
Shawangunk, New-York, letter from Committee o~ to

New~YorkConvention, - - 831
Shee, Colonel Jonathan, tenders his resign atjon, - 511

Ordered to take charge of General Mifflin's brigade, 605
Resignation of, accepted, . 1380

Sheep, Governour Trumbull orders the purchase of,
for tbe Nortbern Army, - - - - - 226

Removed from Long-Island, 336, 504, 623
Three, to be j~sued to each regiment and two to

the corps of Artillery, - 616
General Howe orders seizbre of, on Long-Island, - 825
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Sheerer, Captain, a quantity of powder delivered to, - 1332
Shelden, Samuel~ appointed a First Lieutenant, - 1378
Shelden, Major Elisha, ordered to march his troop of

Horse to Fishkill, ~ 1171
Shepard, Alexander, orders to, - 780
Shepard, Lieutenant-Colonel William, Genera] Wash-

jngton expresses his wish that Congress would
promote, - 603

Memoria] of, to Genera] Washington, ~ - 604
Wounded in a skirmish with the enemy, ~ 1188
Promoted to the rank of Colonel, 1384

Shepardson, Major John, letter from, to Genera] Gates, 303
Sherburne, Edward, appointed Aid-de-Camp to Gen-

eralS"IIIv1tn,- - 992
Sherman~ Roger, Delegate in Cong-ress from Connec-

ticutl letter to, from Colonel Z. Butler, - 824
On a Committee to visit Head-Quarters, . 1373

Sherman, Major, Washington recommends the 'pro-
motion of, - 958

Sherred, John, appojnted a First Lieutenant, - 82
ShilleYI LebeIJ8, testimony of, on the trial of Captain

Poole, - 1295
Shipman, Benoni, sentenced to be reprim~nded, 589, 590
Shippen! Dr. WjlJjam, Jetter fromt to General "'~ash-ingtiJn,- - 1280

Directed to provide and superintend a Hospital for
the Army in New-Jersey, - 1393

Ships-see Navy.
Shirts, Congress order, to be sent to the Northern

Army, - 561
A supply of, received at Ticonderoga, . - 619
A snpply of, forwarded tn General Gates, - 1063, 1064

Sboes, forwarded to the Northern Army, 561, 1063, 1064
Taken in a prize, offered to tM Continent, - - 1133

Shot, Richard Devens proposes to supply Massachu-
setts with, . 133

A number of cannon, sent to Richard Devens, . 318
Continental Army in North-Carolina supplied with

cannon, - - 1331
Shubrick, Thomas, Speaker of South-Carolina LeO'is'-

lative Council,
_ _ _ _

..
1:1_

394
8hl1te, Daniel) appointed Aid-de-Camp to General

LiBcoJn, - 1283
Sick, increase fast in Arnold's fleet, - 224

List of, on board Arnold's flee.t, ~ - 224
Great number of, in Washington's Army, -

> 237
Decrease of the, in the Northern Army, - 484
A great many, at Number Fourl - - 574
Washington asks for Albany sloops to convey the,

to Orange-Town, - 675
Great number of, at Fort Constitution, . - 974
Most ofColoneJ Hart]ey's regiment, at Crown~Point, 981
Great number of, in General Wadsworth's brigade, 995
Upwards of three hundred, of the Maryland regulars, 1014
Great number of, in Colonel Ewing1s battalion, . 10'24
Extreme suffering of the, of Smallwood's regiment, 1099
Greatly neglected, and numbers have died from want

of attendance, (note,) - . - - - 1385
Sickles, Lieutenant Ethan, dismissed the service for

breach of orders and scandalous behaviour, . 1242
Silliman, Colone1, return of officers in the regiment

commanded by, - 904
Sim, Colonel Joseph, letter to, ITom Maryland Council

of Safety, - 396
Letters from, to Maryland Conncil of Safety, 396,457
Resignation of, - - 458

Simms, John, appointed an Ensign, - 1340
Simonds, Colonel Benjamin, leuer from, to General

Gates, - 303
Letter to, from General Gates, 343

Simons, ColonelJ and others, appointed to raise Mili-
tia in Berkshire, Massaehusetts, - 770

Simpson, John, and others, prisoners on parole) letter
from, to New-York Convention,

- 830
Six Nations, youth of the, educated at Dartmouth

College, friendly to the American cause, - - 125
Conference with the, at Wyoming, - 825

Skene, Governour Philip, propobition to exchange,
for Mr. Lovell, 437, 465

Orders respecting, . 574
Letter from, to Governour TrnmbuH, - 861
Arrival of, at Harlem, - - 919

Skenesborough, sickness at, delays the building of the
row-galleys,- - - - - - - 127

A quantity of clothing received at, - 142
Carpenters sent to, 185
Sick at, suffer from want of wine, &c., . . 280
A natnrally unhealthy plaee, - 356

Skidmore, Samuel, in the jail of Fairfield) - 576
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Skjnner, John, appointed a Recruiting Sergeant,
*

656
Slagle, Colonel, appointed a Commissioner to form

the Flying-Camp, 20
Slecrht, Johannes, letter from) to John McKesson, - 554

Letter from, to New~York Convention, - - 950
Sloops, Washington asks for Albany, to transport the

sick, - 675
Warrant for impressing, 676, 684.

Slough, Colonel, ordered to march his battalion of
As~ociatorsintoNew-Jersey,- - - - 27

Associators under, dismissed with thanks, 940, 941
SmaJl-pox, orders of the Selectmen of Boston jft rela-

tionto, - - 297
The town of Boston nearly free from, - .. 339

Smallwood, Colonel WilHam, letters to, from Mary-
land Council ofSaf~IY, 272,838

Letter from, to Maryland Convention, - - 1011
. Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safely, - - 1097
Letter from, to Maryland Delegates in Congress, - 1205
Wounded in the battle at White-Plains, - 1271
Elected a Brigadier-General, - 1410

Smart, Thomasj appointed an Adjutant, - - 473
Smedes, Lieut. Abraham, sentenced to be cashiered, 930
Smith, Clement, appointed fl Recruiting Sergeant, - 657
Smith, Captain Charles S., resigns his commission as

'captaio of Militia, - - - - - - 253
Smith, Gilbert Hamiltonj deposition- of, against Rich-

ard and Samuel Chew, - 887
Smith, Edward, published as an enemy to the rights

of the American States, - - 935
Smith, EJeazer, sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes

for counterfeiting the currency, - 1082
Smith, Elias, Commander of the privateer Washington, 804
Smith, George~ appointed a Commissioner of South-

Carolina Navy Board, - 1323
Smith, Jaeob, engaged in raising men for the King's

Army on Long-Island, - 506
Instructions from, to Samuel. Glover, - - 1024

Smith] Colonel James, elected a .Delegate to Conti-
nentalCongress,- - - - - -

Smith) James, Commander of letter-of-marque Rut-
ledge,

Smitb, Jonathan, Deputy Mustermaster-General for
the Flying-Camp, tender;.; his resignation, - - 511

Resignation of, acc@pted, - - - - - 1380
Smith, CoJonel Jonathan, return of absent 'Officers in

the regiment commanded by, ~ 880, 904
W-ounded in the action on Staten-Island, - 1073, 1093

Smith) Jonathan B.t appointed a member of Pennsyl-
vania Council of Safety, -

Smith, J ogeph, Second Lieutenant of Marines on
Maryland ship Defence, - - 1291

Smith, Joshua H., member of the New-York Conven.
tion, draft of a bill for the relief of insolvent debt-
ors reported by, 704, 706

Smith, Josiah, Jun., appointed a Commissioner of
South-Carolip.a Navy Board, - 1323

Smith, Captain Nathan, captures a sloop laden with
provisiol'ts for the enemy, - - 759

Smith, O]iver, elected a Lieutenant-Colonel of Con.
necticut Militia, - 281

Return of the regiment commanded by, - 1321
Smith, P. Siro, letter from, to Maryland Council of

Safety, - 1209
Smith, Philip, appointed a First Lieutenant, . 638
Smith, Richard, letter from, to Maryland Council of

Safety, - 1062
Smith, Roger, appointed a Commissioner of South-

Carolina Na"y Board, - 1323
Smith, Samuel) appoillteJ a Second Lieutenant, - 1340
Smith, William, appointed a Second Lieutenant, - 640
Smith, Captain, order! to, from Major Greene, of De

Lancey's brigade, - 1186
Smith, Ensign, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 1083
Smithtown, Long-Island) CommiUee of, acknowledge

alleg-iance to the King, - 1220
Smyth, John, prisoner in the jail of Philadelphia,

prayer 0(, for relief, -
Released from prison on a pledge to work in the

gun factory,
Smyth, Thomas, Jun., recommended to the favour of

General Washington, - 1021
Snider, Johannes, order for the arrest and examina-

tion of, .
- 688

Snow, Ensign Benjamin, proceedings of a Court-
Martial on, . 883

Snow, Isaac, Captain of the privateer America, peti-
tion of, for a commission, -

_
766

Commission granted to, .. 766
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84

Snow, Jonas, appointed an Ensign, ~ 1378
Snyder, Johannes, appointed Colonel of the levies in.

tended to reinforce Forts Montgomery and Con-
stitution, .

- 672
Commission of, - . 686
Letters from, to New-York Convention, - 1124

Soldier, a, on the employment of Indians in America, 1120
Soldier, a, to the IndependelJt Sons of America, 1174,1317
Soldiers, complaint of William Gilleland against, - 112

Ought to be inlisted to serve during the war, - 118
Sick and weak, to be supplied with mntton, - - 616
A suit of clothes voted those, who inlist fbr the warj 1392

Somerset, New.Jersey, an account of the prisoiers
confined in the jail of, - - - . - 1238

Reso]ulion of Congress in relation to the prisoners
confined in the jail of, - 1403

Somes, Isaac, commissioned Commander of the priva.
teer Union,

_
741

Southampton, Long.Island, people ot~ take the oath
of aHegiauce to the King, - 252, 1220

Letter from, _
345

Consternation at, in consequence of Howe's orders
to raise a brigade on Long-Island, - 345

South-Carolina) Speech of the President of, - 392
Answer of the Legislature of, to the Governour's

Speech, - - 393
Address of the General Assembly of, to President

Rutledge, - 394
Letter to the Assembly of, from the President of

Congress, 489, 838
Sonth-Carolina Navy Board, Proceedings of, - 1323-1328

Letter from, to Captain Edward Allen, - - 1325, 1327
Letters from) to AnthQny Bonneau, -1324, 1326
Letter from, to Archibald Brown &. Co.,

- 1327
L€tter from, to John Copithorn, - - 1325
Letter from, to Edward DarreIJ, - - 1325
Letter from, to Alexander Horn, ~

_
1325

Letter from, to Captain Thomas Pickering, - - 1323
Letter to, from President Rutledge, - 1328
Message from, to President Rutledge, -

_
- 1328

Letter from) to Captain Stephen Seymour, - 1325
Souther, Captain, instructions to, from Massachusetts

Conncil, 338, 808
Captu'res a brig, with a Captain and twenty dra-

goons on bo~rd,
- 943

SoulhoJd, Long-Island, Committee of, revoke their for-
mer proceedings and acknowledge allegiance to
the King, - - 1220

South~estern frontier, ad\iices from the, - - 540
Spades, a number o~ forwarded to Forts- Montgomery

and Constitution, - 262, 672, 678
General Gates asks for all that can be collected, - 1081

Spain, on the eve of a war with Great Britain, - - 602
Friendly disposition of, towards America, .. 996
Reported to have declared war against Portugal, - 1072
Warlike preparations daHy making in, - - - 1091

Spaulding, Eleazer, paid for his gun lost at Bunker-
Hill,

_
748

Specie, Colonel Trumbull sends a bag of, to General
Gales, - 1066

Speculator, on County Conventions and Committees, 339
Speech, of President Rutledge, of South-CaroJina,

- 392
Of the Governour of Barbadoes, - - 812

SpeedwelJ, privateer, stores, appurtenances, and equip-
ment of the, - ~ 749

Prlze taken by the, - ~8
Spencer) Gordon, testimony of, on the trial of Captain

De Witt, - - 948
Spencer, Seth, appointed an Ensign, - 477
Spencer, Thomas, letters from, to Colonel Dayton, 247, 248
Spencerj Massachusetts, memorial of Committee o~

to the General Court, - 801
Enjoined to ke"p a watchful eye on suspected persons, 801

Spooner, Walter, President of Massachusetts Council, 576
Letter from, to General Washington,. - - 594
Letter from, to Richard Devens, - . 594

SpoomJr, William, and others, petition of, to Massa-
chusettsCouncil, - 753

Sprague, Joseph, and others, powder delivered to, - 734
Petition of, to Massachusetts General Court, - - 737
Petition of Samuel Ward and, to Massachusetts

General Court, - 752
Powder voted to, 757

Sprague, Samuelj manifests a spirit unfriendly to
America, - 754

Spy, Connecticut armed schooner, a valuable prize
captured by the, - 312

Ordered to cruise in the SoundJ between Montauk
Point a1ld StamCord, - 848

8

~6"
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Spy, information of a~ given to Lord Dunn:ore, - 163
An Indian, sent to l\lassachusetts Counell, - - 268
Arnold send~ two into Canada, - - 591

Sbwey, Captain, sends in a prize, - -1174, 1260
Stain ton, Colonel Benson, letters from, to Maryland

COll\'cntion,
.

362, 560
Stalker, Andrew, permitted to return to his native

COllQtry,
_

- 1415
Standard of the Thirtieth Regiment, - - - 244
Stansbury, Elijah, sentenced to receive twenty lashes

for desertion]
_

- 613
Stark, John, commissioned Colonel of First Battalion

of New~Hampshiretroops, - - - - 1176
Starr, Lj~utenant Colonel, recommendation of, - - 11HZ
Startin, Charles, permjtted to return to England, - 1386
Staten-Island, amount and quality of Howe's forces on, 1073

General Mercer's descent upon, - -1073, 1093
List of prisoners taken on, - - '1094

Steele, James, appointed an E,nsign in the Flying-
Camp, - 644

Stephen, General Adam, Address of the Officers of
the Fourth Virginia Battalion to, - 395

Answer of, to the Address of the Officers of his
former command, - 395

Letter from, to Francis Lightfoot Lee, - - 1092
Ordered to Trenton, - - 1211
Elected a Bricradier-General in the Continental

Army,
_ 0 _ _ _ _ _ _ _

1330
Stephens, G€neral, impresses an Annapolis pilot, - 639
Stephens, Mr., Secretary of the Admiralty, letter to,

from Lord Howe, - 379
Letter to, from Captain Pringle, - - 1069
Letter to, from Captain Douglass, - 1178

Stevens, Captain, ordered to take command of aIr the
Artillery on the west side of the Lake, - 476

Stevens, Thomas, Chairman of Danbury Committee, 1194
Stevenson, Andrew, convicted of being an enemy to

the common cause, - - 1142
Stevenson, Joshua, appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel, - 642
Steward, Stephen, ]etters from, to Maryland Council

of Safety, - 1071, 1268
Stewart, CoJonel Wrilter, Jetter to, from Robert Gates, 29g
Stewart, Captain 'Vaher) letter from, to General Gates, 1191
Stewart, Captain William, ordered to convey certain

suspeeted persons to Fishkin, - - - - 882
Stewart, Lieutenant, trial of, by CourtnMartiaI, - - 467
Stiles) Sergeant Eli, examination of, 482, 835

Return of, from a scout to Isle-aux-Noix, -
n 834

Stillwater, GeneraJ SehuyJer preparing to build bar-
racks at, - - 1078

Stimson, Joseph, sentenced to be flogged, - 1086
Stjr]jng, Lord, taken prisoner in the battle on Long-

Island, 105, 108
Lord Howe proposes to exchange, for General

McDonald, 105, 119
General Howe proposes to exchange, for Governour

Browne, - - 437
Exchanged for Gove.rnour Browne, - 842
Appointed to the brigade lately under the command

of General Mifflin, - - 946
Ordered to push to Croton River, w - 1311

Stock, General Washington orders an expedjtion to
Long-Island for tbe removal of, - 607

The GQ~'ernour of Georgia orders the removal of,
from the Islands, - 990

Absolutely necessary that a large supp]y of, should
be kept in the rear of the Army, ~ 1138

Siockbridge, Samuel, resolve to pay) for bi]]eting men, 756
Stockbridge Committee, ]euerto, from Richard Varick, 1039

Prompt response of, to the caJl of General Schu)'ler
for aid, - - 1087

Stockett, Thomas N.) recommended for the office of
Assistant SurgeoIJ, - - 396

Appointed Second Assistant Surgeon, - - 636
Stockinzs, Mr. Mease directed to forward, to the

Northern Army, - 561
A supply of, forwarded to General Gates, - 1064

Stockton, Lieutenant-Co]onel Andrew) letter from, to
Robert Benson, ~ 1254

Stockton~ Richard, a Delegate in Congress from New-
Jersey, letter to, from the Speaker of New-Jersey
Assembly, - 365

Appointed on a Committee to confer with General
Gates respecting the Northern Army, 561,922,1142

Letter from, to the President of Congress, - - 1256
Letter from, to Abr<1ham Clark, - - - ~ 1274

Stone, .Tohl1, appointed an Ensign, 88
Stone, John, sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes

for desertion, - - 992
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Stone, Thomas, Delegate in Congressfrom Maryland-
Letters to, from Maryland Council of Safety, 156) 177, 601
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - . 407

Stone, Lieutenant, a scout, information from, - 1040, 1144
Stonington, Connecticut~ memorial of Committee of,

to the Assembly, - 1003
StOres, for armed sloop Freedom, - 174
Story, Thomas, verua] statement of, to the Committee

of Secret Correspondence, - 818
Stoughton, one large eopper deJivcred for the use of

the powder-mil! at, -
~ 769

Stricker, Henry, appointed an Ensign, 88
Stringer, Dr. Samuel, letter from to General Gates, - 923
Strohbogh, John Martin, ejected a Captain of ArtiJIery, 80

Ordered to Fort Montgomery with a detachment of
ArtiJlery, -

Stuart, 'ViJliam, appointed an Ensign,
Suffolk, Lord, character of,
Suffolk County, Long-Island-

Inhabitants of, ordered to take the oath of allegiance
to the Ring, - 5M

Militia of, ordered to lay down their arms, - ~ 505
All the fat cattle and sheep in, to be driven to

Jamaica, - - 505
Paper. sent by Gm'ernour Tryon through,

- 564
Committees of, revoke their former proceedings and

acknowledge allegiance to the KilJg, -
~ 1042, 1219

Dec]arations of Committees of, - - . 1219

SulJivan, General John, taken prisoner at the battle on
Long-Island, - 105, 108

Arrives at Philadelphia on his parole, ~ - 105
Lord Howe proposes to: exchange, for General

Prescott, - 105, 119
Letter to, from Samuel Chase, - 1197
Purport of a me3sage sent by, from Lord Howe

to Congress, - - 1329
Letter from, to Lord Howe, - - 1329
Lord Howe's answer to the Jetter of, ~ ~ - 1329

Sullivan's Is]and, bravery.ot the troops engaged in the
defence of, 392, 393, 394

Colonel Gadsden requests a supply of pork and rum
for the troops on, . 938

Sulphur, GovernolJr Trumbull applies to Massachu-
setts for a supply of, - 836

Massachusetts Joans a ton of, to Connecticut, - 1146
Sumner, Major, recommendl}tion oft - 1192
SumraIJ, Alexander, appointed a Second Lieutenant, 1340
Sunbury, Nova-Sc.otia, memoria] of Committee of, to

Massachusetts Genera] Assembly, - 785
Supplies! necessary for ~he use and comfort of the

Army, - 1384
Surgeons, remarks of General Washington on the

appointment of, - - - - - 497
Much wanted in Washington's camp, - - 602
Great comp]aints against the Regimenta], - 974

Sutherlaud! Thomas, appointed a Lieutenant-Colone], 82
Sut]ers; order against officers acting as, - - 472
Sutton, Massachusetts, proceedings of a town-meet-

ing at, ~ 936
Swan, James) a quantity of powder voted to, - - 757
Swart) Adjutant, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, 478
Swartwout, Co]one] Jacobus~ letter from, to New~

YorkConvention,- - 276
Return of officersin Ihe regiment commanded by, - 871
Return of the regiment commanded by, - 1321

Swift) Nat., promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 477
Swift, ColoneJ, recommendation of, -

n 1192
Swoope, Michael, elected a member of Pennsy]vania

Council of Safety, -
Accepts the command of a battalion in the Flying-

C.lmp,

81

- 636
- 456

9

39
8t.

81. Augustine, British ,:;loop-of-war Otter and four
schooners stationed off, -

~ 863
Garri"on at, c.onsists of eighteen hundred German

and one thousand British troops, - 990
St. Chir, Genenl Arthur, letters from, to-

Lieut.enant-Colonel AlJen,
Governour Livingston,
President of Congress,

Letters to, from-
Colonel Hartley, - 534
ColoneJ WiJkinson, n - 1141
Co]one] Joseph Wood, - 138

St. C!air, Daniel, appointed an Ensign, - - 478
St. Eustatia, a quantity of powder shIpped at, for

Maryland, - 965
St. John's, an unhealthy place, - 356

- 111

- 1207
. 128
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Tabbs, Barton, appointed an Assistant Surgeon, ~ 631
Table, showing the pay of British and American Naval

Officers, - - - - - - - - 1107
Talbot, Lieutenant Benjamin, dismissed the service, ~ 1086
Talbott, Edward, member of Baltimore Com'mittee,. 117
Taliaferro, William~ appointed Major of Third Vir-

ginia BattalioD, < . 1395
Talk, Conwess order a, to be delivered to theShawa-

neseIndians, - - 1362
TaJicott, Matthew, letter from, to Gavemaur Trumbull, 1303
Tallman, Benjamin, ejected a Major, , - 1333
Talmadge, Mr., appointed Brigade-Major to General

Wadsworth, - 992
Taplin, Colonel, arrested as being inimical to the cause

of }]is country, 148
Tarrytown, British men-of-war lying at, - - 974
Tash, Colonel Thomas, ordered to march his regiment

to NewR¥ork)- - 508
Ordered to Fi,hkill, - 1026
Letter from, to New-Hampshire Committee of

Safety, - 1255
Tavern-keepers, not allowed to take out licenses from

the late Government of Pennsylvania, 19
Taylor, George, elected a Delegate to Congress, 6
Taylor, John, Jetter from, to Genera] Gates, - 599
Taylor, John, appointed a Captain in tbe First Vir-

ginia Battalion, -
.

- 1396
Tea, resolution of Kingston Committee in relation to, 950
Teems, Frederick, appointed a Captain,

"- -
623

Temple, brigantine, case of the, - 357
Ten Broeck, Brigadier-General Abraham, letter to,

from Major Van Rensselaer, - 260
Elected Chairman of New- ¥ ork Committee of

Safety, - 716
Ten Broeck, .Brigadier-General Petrus, orders of, to

Colonel Humphreys, ~
- 341

Letter from, to New~York Co,nvention, - 679
Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 679

Ten Broecl~, Samuel, letters from, to Colonel Peter R.
Livingston, - 963, 977

Letter to, from New-York Committee of Safety, - 1016
Tenent, Rev. .Mr., Oration by, at Mount Indepen-

dence, ,- 1144
Tents, duck ordered to be made up into, and forward-

ed to Genera] Washington, - 119
Great want of, in Washington's Army, 197,381,401,520
Imposslbility of obtaining, in Connecticut, - - 281
A number of, forwarded from Providence to Gen.

era1 Washin.gton, - 559, 676
A number of, sent from New-London to General

Washington, - . 836
Mary}and Council of Safety order the purchase of

linen for, - 988.
Linen for, delivered to Captain Harrisf - - 1307

Tew, James, ejected a Major, - - 1333
Thanks, General Williamson returns, to PennsyJvania

Associators at Elizabethtown, - - - 940, 941
Thetis, ship, captured by the brig General Montgom-

ery, - 1073
Thoma::-, John, Jun., letter from, to New-York Con-

vention,- - 401
Thomas, John, appointed an Ensign, - 659
Thomas, Nicholas, a member of Maryland Council of

Safety, - - 632
Thomas, General, judicious, calm, and resolute, - 1244-
Thomas, Ensign, sent to Albany for examination, - 859
Thomas, Captain J. A., Jetter from, to Maryland Coun-

cilof Safety, - - - - - - - 168
Thomas, Philip, Jetter from, to Matthew Tilghman, - 298
Thomas, Co]onel Thomas, return of officers jn the

regiment commanded by, - 872
Return of the regiment eotnmanded by, - - 1319

Thompson, Amos, appointed Chaplain to Colonel Ste-
venson'sbattalion, - - 1333

Thompson, Ezra, ]ette~ from, to New-York Conv£D-
tlOn, - 845

Letter to, from John Avery, - - 1005
J...etter tOJ from Jonathan Landon, - 1078

Thompson, Joseph!, petition of, to Massachusetts Gen-
eral Court, - 802

Thompson, Major, appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel, 695
Thompson, Captain Thomas) letter to, from the Ma-

rine Committee, - 428
Ordered on a cruise, - - 1200

Thompson, General \Villlam) letter from, to Richard
Peters! - 602

Letter from, to General 1VashioO'ton - - 888
Thompson, William, appointed a geco~a Lieutenant, 1340
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Thorn, James, prisoner, examination of, - ~ 597
Thorne, Richard, letter from, to New-York Conven-

tion, - 202
Is permitted to return home, being ,sick and weak, 202

Thornton, Matthew, elected a deiegate to Congress
fromNew-Hampshire,- - - - - 346

Three Friends, brigantine, - 361
Thwing, Nathaniel, deposition of, against William

Gardner, - - 739
Tibbitt, James, Captain ofletter-of-marque Independ-

ence) - 637
Ticonderoga, galleys to be sent to, and rigged, - - 142

Twelve thousand effective men near, - - 222
Extracts of lette" from, - 343,484,1144, 1267
Barracks for a strong garrison necessary to be built

at, - - 470
Two thousand five hundred men sufficient to guard,

during the winter, - .. - - - - 471
An immediate attack upon, apprehendedJ - 479
Complaints of abuses in the Hospital at, - 591
Northern Army strongly intrenched at, - - 821
N umbel' of effective men at, ~ 1028, 1080
Americans evacuate Crown-Point and retire to - 1040
Arrival of ammunition at, .. ' ~ 1079
Preparations for the defence of, - - 1080
Eight or ten thousand Militia should be immediately

sent to, - - 1080
Some account of affairs at, .. 1143
Bennington Committee requested to forward pro-

vl8ions to, - 1143
A large quantity of powder and lead arrive at, - 1169
New-Hampshire appoint a Committee to visit the

camp at, - - 1176
Return of the Committee's doings nt, ~ - 1176
Return of New-Hampshire troops at, -

.. 1177
Almost impregnable if properly garrisoned and sup~

pliedwithprovisions, .. - - - - 1186
Nails exceedingJy wanted at, . 1258
Enemy's Grenadiers and Light-Infantry arrive within

nine miles of, - - 1258
A party of Indians surprise and capture two sol-

diers within three miles of, - 1267
Tiffany, John, appointed an Ensign, - 477
Tilghman, James, requested to attend Mary]and Coun-

cilofSafety,- - - - - - - 308
Tilghman, l\iatthew, President of Maryland Conven-

tion, letters to, from-
Amos Garrett, -
Judge HaU,
John Scott,
Captain Charles S. Smith, -
Philip Thoma<, -
Dr. Weisenthall, -
Letter from, to the President of CongressJ

Tilghman, Tench, letters froID, to-
Egbert Benson, - - 854
Committee of New-York Convention, - 569, 721
William Duer, 523,828, 870, 896, 920, 931,

948, 1077, 1095, 1138, 1204, 1264, 1284, 1311
General Heath, -

'"'
962

Robert R. Livingston, ~ - 974
Colonel Moylan, - 257
New-York Committee of Correspondence, - 961, 1035
New-York Convention, - 1194

Tillinghast, Daniel, Jetter to, from Marine Committee, 119
Letter from, to General W"ashjngton, - 559,576
Letter to, from Commodore Hopkins, - - 1004

TilJinghast, Joseph, Captain of a Jetter of marque,
prize taken by, - 227

TiUotson, Dr., recommended to General Gates, - 277
Tin, not to be obtained jn Massachusetts, - - 594
Tinker, Captain, conduct of, censured, - 1122
Tippit, Gilbert, arrested for ioimical conversation, - 216
Titcomb, recommended for the command of a row-

galley, - 127
Tobacco, enormous price of, in HoHand, - - 937, 1090

St. Pierre, Martinique, a wretched market for, - 1134
SiJas Deane engaged a sale for twenty thousand

hogshead of, in Europe, - - 1234
Tobey, Timothy, Second Lieutenant of armed sloop

Freedom, - 174
Todd, Ensign Job, Court-Martial ordered for trial of, 654
Tpdd, Thomas, appointed a Second Lieutenant in the

Flying-Camp,- - - - - - - 632
Second Lieutenant of a company of Matrosses for

the defence of Annapolis, - 656
Toml{ins,Jonathan, sentenced to receive twenty lashes

for desertion, - ~ 613
Tomlinson, WilJiam, prisoner, order respectingJ - 633

- 1128

- 578

- 952

- 253

- 298

- 209
- 233
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Tories, plot of the, at Cohos and neighbourhood dis-
covered, . - 147

Activity ofthe Goodrich family of, in Virginia, . 160
On Long-Island treat the friends of their country

with great severity, ~ - 170
Two-thirds of the property of the City of New.York

and suburbs belongs to, - - 182
Flying from the Indians and surrendering to the

friends of liberty, . 209
At Coram, beating up for volunteers to join the

enemy, . - 252
Petition from New-Haven for removal of, - 374
EmboJdened to a most iptolerable degree, - 384
List of, who broke jail al Frederick.Town, - - 457
Robberies committed by, - 461
Inefficiency of publishing the names of, - 485
App1ication of the halter to, the proper remedy, - 485
Testimony concerning the, in Worcester County,

Maryland, 646, 654
A number of, in]ist in the service of Lord Dunmore, 653
feport of Commiuee in New-York Convention on;

detecting and defeating the designs of, - - 714
Petition of the Commiuee of Cambridge for the sale

of estates of, .. - 774
Frequent meetings of, in Worcest~r, Massachusetts, 801
The number of, a source of uneasmess, - - 821
Several companies of, in Westchester and Dutchess

preparingtojoin-the enemy,.. - - - 829
Measures taken to intercept the, on their way to

Howe's Army, 829, 841,845
At 8keensborongh, - 1142
Information in relation to, - - 1169
Thirty-six of Rogers's corps of, taken prisoners, 1188, 1203
Near Castleton, begin to grow very bold and trouble-

some, . 1207
Four or five regimentii of, said to be imbodied by

themselves, - - - - - - - 1249
A body of, said to rendezvous above Saratoga, with

intent to join General Carleton, - - - 1274
On Long-Island and New-York, begin to be sick of

their new lords and masters, - - .. .. 1276
See Disaffected Persons.

Torrence, Robert, elected a First Lieutenant, - ..1341
Torrey, John, Jetter from, to Massachusetts Council, 507
Torrey, Adjutant, testimony of, on the trial of Captain

Poole, - 1295
Torry, Maj. Nathaniel, money paid to, for his regiment, 947
Totten, Robert and James, letter from, to the New-

Yark Convention, .. 401
Touch, Alexander, petition of, to Massachusetts

Council, ~ - 792
Permittetl to return to Eng]and, .. .. 792

Toulon, a fleet fitting at, . -.. - 427
Tounsend, Barclay, deposition of, - 649
Townsend, WilHam, deposition of, - - 647
Townsend, William Bartlet, ordered to give security

for his good behaviour, - - 644
Letter to, from Josiah Robins, - 645

Towson, Ezekiel, appointed by Baltimore Committee
to command a guard, 457, 459

Traitors, an act of New-Jersey to punish,
- 865

Transports, a large number of, with troops and pro-
visions,arriveatNew-York,- - - - 1158

Travers, Colonel WiJIiam, letter from, to Maryland
Council of Safety, - - 396

Treadwell, William, sent to New-York Convention for
examination, - .. 310

Treason, ordinance of Pennsylvania defining and pun-
isbing,- - - - - - - 8,34,35

Treaty, plan of a, proposed by Congress to France, .. 1344
Tredwell, William, ordered into custody, - 691, 702
Trent, William, letter from, to Jacob S. Howell, - 235
Trenton, New-Jersey, two Virginia regiments ordered

to - 1211
Treyfo;d~ John, appointed an Ensign, - 631
Trippe, John, account of, against the Province of

Maryland, _
1280

Troops, Penn:sylvania resolves to raise, for the defence
of her frontiers, 16

The enemy surround the American, on Long-Island, 107
Disorderly conduct of Arnold's, - - - - 112
Dispirited by the result of the battle on Long-Island, 120
Spirited conduct of the, at Harlem, .. - ~ 369
Prohibited from plundering, 1~6
IJI consequences of 5hort inlistments of, - 488, 489
In great distress for want of clothing, - . 555
About eight thousand Hessian and British, arrive

off Sandy-Hook,
- 1158

Trumbull, row-galley, joins Arnold's fleet, - 834

INDEX. I1H6
Trumbull, John, Deputy Adjutant.General, letter from,

to the CommandiJlg Officer at Jelicho, . - 111
Letter from, to the Board of War, . 127
Letter from,to Governour Trumbul1, _

128
Letter to, from GovernourTrumbull, _

536
Letters from, to BenninO'ton Committee, 1143 1191 1300
Elected Deputy Adjuta~t~Genera] of the No~thern'

Army, _
1338

Trumbull, Jonathan, Governour of Connecticut-
Orders of, to Colonel Abbott,
Petition of inhabitants of Long-Island to,
Proclamations by, -

_ _ _

Letters from, to-
Governour Cooke, .. ~ 1208
Commanding Officerat Boston, _

1133
General Gates, - 280, 536, 912, 1104 1316
Admiral Hopkins, - - 304, 861; 1002
Colonel Llvmgston, .. 225,265, 266, 312, 1030
Mas;:;Iilchusetts Assembly, - 205, 266
Massachusetts Council, - 129, 836
NewMHaven Committee, .. _

303
President of Congress, .. 441
Geueral Schuyler, . 279 535 934 1104
Nathaniel Shaw, Iu..,

, ,

-' 114
John Trnmbnll, . 536
General Wasbington, 97, 128, 187,278, 295, 357, 422,

574,593,847, 1001, 1028, 1041, 1171, 1224, 1315
Letters to, from-

Samuel Bird and others, -
_

965
Oliver EII,wortb, _

388
General Gates, _

127, 356, 620, 1192
Abraham Gardner, -

_
225

Commodore Hopkins, . 455,913, 1070
Colonel Huntmgton, _

336
Robert H. Harrison, _

1187
"Incognir,o," -

_
454

Richard Law, . _
281

Co]ooel Lewis, 122
Cbristupher Leffingwell, . 336, 623
Colonel H. B. Livingston, _

114, 152,
281, 296, 336, 344, 345, 375, 622, 1173, 1245

Massachusetts Assembly, - .. _ _
315

Massachusetts Council, .. _
507 1146

~arine Committee, - : 1237Samnel Mott, . . 933
New-York Committee of Safety, _

979
Benjamin Paine, .. .

-
_

912
Colouel Reed, 98, 1121
John L, C. Roome,

- 849Jesse Root, _
1267

General SaItonstaIJ, . _
306

General Schuyler, 126,341, 846, 999 1125 1169
Captain Seymour, - ' _' 558
Philip 8kene, . 861
Mattbew Talcott, 1303
Jobn Trumbnll, . 128
General Wadsworth, 995
General Washington, _

196 257
465, 549, 609, 826, 947, 957, 1064,' 1076

William Williams, - - . . -
_

408
Trumbull, Jonathan, Deputy Paymaster.General for

the Northern Department, Congress resolve to
send five hundred thousand dollars to, - ..1406

Trumbull, Colonel Joseph. Commis8ary-General_
Letters from, to the President of Congrel'1s, _ _

213,
372, 453, 829, 920, 963, 1011

Letter from, to Walter Li,'ingston,
- -

.. 213
Letter from, to Elisha Avery, .. 214
Letter fromI to Genera] Schuyler, - 214
Letters to, from the President of Congress, - 348, 851
Letters from, to General Gates,..

- 417, 995
Letters from, to New-York Convention, 469,699
Letters to, from General Washington,.. 1138, 1165

Tryon1 Governour William) letter from, to Lord George
Germain,

_
493

Paper sent through Suffolk County by order of, - 564
Insidious and corrupt practices of, 714
Difficulty of suppressing the conspiracies formed

by, . . 999
Address o£Inhabitants of New-York to,

- 1075
Answer of, to the above Address, 1075
Address of Inhabitants of Queen's County to, .. 1164
Answer of, to the above Address,

_
1164

Tryon County, Militia of, formed into a brigade, .. 664
Application ofCommitteB of, to New-York Congress

for money, - 911
Alarming intelligence from, - 1274
Colonel Van Scbaick, with about a thousand Militia,

ordered into) ~
_

1296

- 206
. 593

-1171, 1225
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Tubbs) John, An impressed seaman, proceedings jn

the C38e of, - 1229
Tucker, Henry, letter to, from the Marine Commit~

tee - - -970
TtJcker~an, Second Lieutenant, promoted to a First

Lieutenancy,. - - . - -. - 1083
Tuder, Samuel, letters to, from the Marine Committee,

Vi~3
Letters from to Pierre Van Cortlandt, - 1273, 1313
Letter to fr~mNew-York Conventiot1, - - 1313

Tulpehock~n, inhabitants of, petition for protection, 28
Turner, Caleb, powder delivered to; - 756
Turner, Jose'ph, prisoner, examination of, - 310
Turner, WilJl'arn, appointed AidRde-Camp to General

Lincoln. - - 1283
Tuscany, Gr~nd Duke of, proposes a commerce be-

tween the United States and Leghorn, - - 811
Tweedie, Anne, and others, petition of, to Massachu-

settsCouncil,- - 750
Prayer of the petition of, granted, - - - 751

TwenbuJl, Charles, elected Second Lieutenant of Ar-
tillery _

- - - - - - - 80
Two Broth'ers, schooner, allowed to sail for Martinique, 630
Tyler, Colonel Robert, letter from, to Maryland Coun-

cilofSafety,- - - - - - - 347
Ordered to be put under arrest for cowardice, &.c., 569,591
Evidence taken before the Court of Inquiry on the

charges acrainst - - . - - 1251
Tyrannicide, sloop, ~esolve to alter the rigging, &c.,

of the, - 767
U.

Ulster, New-York) many dangerous persons in, - 697
Appointment of officers in, . - - 1027

Uniform of Naval and Marine Officers, - 181
I< United States n substituted for H United Colonies IJ

in all commissions, - - 1335
Utley, Nathan, and others, petition of, to Massachu-

setts Council, - - - 806
Prayer of the petition of, granted, - -. - 807

Utterdorf,Monsieur,appointed Adjutant of a battalIon, 96
Two hundred dollars advanced to, 97

v.
Vanbibber &.Harrison, letters fiom Maryland Council

of Safety to, - - - - 297, 298, 965, 1134
Van Bucren, Harmen, appointed a Major of Albany

County Militiat - 664
Van Cortlandt, Pierre, letter to, from Samuel Tuder

and Augustin Lawrence, - - 1273
Letter to) from Robert R. Livingston) - - 1286

Van Gaasbeck, Petrus, offer of, to command a com-
pany against the disaffected, - 977

Letter from, to William Duer, - 1285
Van Gilder, John, sentenced to,be flogged, - - 477
Van Housen, Rynier, petition of, to New-York Con-

vention,- - 694
Valpy, Richard, p~tition of, to Massachusetts Council, 807

Certificate in favour of, - - - - - 807
Prayer of the petition of, granted, - - 807

Van Ness, Peter, letter from, to Peter R. Livings-
ton, - 1036

Van Rensselaer, Major Henry, letter from, to General
Ten Broeck, - - 260

Van Rensselaer, Henry J., resigns the office of Com-
missaryof Foracre - - - ~ - 924

Van Schaick, Colonel Goose, letter from, to the PrE!s-
identof Congress,- - 355

Ordered to march a thousand Militia into Tryon
Connty, - - - - - - - - 1296

Van Swearingen, -J appointed a Captain,
- 1340

Vanvreedenburgh, Peter, sentenced to be flogged for
desertion, - 590

Van Vredenburgh, Peter Benjamin, a deserter, sent to
Fort Constitution, - - 711

Van'Wyck, Theodorus, Jun., deposition of, against
William Warne, - 681

Varick, Captain Richard, Secretary to General Schuy-
ler, letters from, to General Gates, 250, 335, 1036, 1102

Letter to, from General Gates, - 277
Recommended for Deputy Mustermaster-General

for Northern Department, ~ 334
Letters from, to General Washington, ~ - 335, 1038
Resigns his commission as Captain, . - - 335
Appointed Deputy Mustermaster-General to North-

ern Army, . . . 561, 1378
Letter from, to New-York ConventIOn,

- 1037
Letter from, to Stockbridge Committee, - 1039
Letter to, from Dr. Potts, . 1040
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Varnum, Colonel J. N., certificate of, in favour of
Simon Martindale, - - 241

Takes the resolution to leave the Army, ~ 996
AbiJities of, too well known to need recommen-

dation,
_

997
Veazey, Captain, killed in the baUle on Long-Island, 107
Veeder, Caplain, ordered to march his company to the

saw-mill at Cheshire's, - 1037
Veeder, Volkert, Jetter from, to Robert R. Livingston, 1267
Vegetables, regulations respecting the sale of, at

Gates's Head-Quarters, - 616
Disposition of a quantity of, received at Ticonde-

roga, _
618

Venalty, the most alarming enemy America has to
contend with, - - 939

Vermonet, Monsieur de, appointed a Major by brevet, 1360
Two months' pay advanced to, _

1361
Vernejout, Jean Louis de, appointed a Captain by

brevet, _
407

Two months' pay advanced tat ~
- 1374

Vernoll, Job, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 476
Vessels, of observation, resolvefor discharging, _

779
Orders to provide supplies for armed, _ _ _

780
List of American armed, on Lake Champlain, 1041, 1179
List of British armed, on Lake Champlain, -

_
1080,

1172, 1179
Secret Committee authorized to purchase! in Eu-

rope, . _ 1387
Vestery, Hugh, deposition of,

-
_

650
Vickars, Ezekiel, appointed a Captain, _ _

630
Virginia-

Proceedings in Pennsylvania Convention on bound-
aryof, 3, 40, 41, 42

List of Field Officers in the service of, - 320
List of ofllcers in the First and Second Battalions

of, while on Provincial Establishment, with the
date of their commissions,

_
320

List of Captains and subaltern officers in the ser-
vice of, dates of their commissions, &.c.,

- - 321
Sentiments of the Militia and Freeholders of Au-

gusta in,
-

_
815

Strictures on the above, by A Member of the Estab-
lished Chnrch, (note,) - - -

_ _
815

Return of Field Officers in the First Regiment of, 901
Mr. Harrison elected a Delegate from, in place of

Mr.Jefferson,resigned, - - . _ . 987
Two British ships-of. war cruising oft' the Capes of, 1200
Two regirnentsbelonging to, ordered to Trenton, - 1211
Promotions and appointments in the battalions of, 1395
One hundred thousand dollars forwarded to the

Deputy Paymaster-General in,
-

_
1408

Virginia Assembly, letters to, froIR the President o.
Congress, 489, 838

Virginia Council, letter from, to the Presidlnt of Con.
gress, _

209
Letters from, to Virginia Delegates in Congress, 319,986
Order of, for the payment of soldiers, ~ _

- 1236
Virginia House of Delegates, resolve of, for raising

six new battalions of Infantry, &c., - - - 1112
Volunteers, call for, for the Floating Battery on the

Delaware River, - - - -
_ _

841
Yon Henderick, Lieutenant, recommended for an

appointment in a German battalion, ~ 156,157

W.
Wadder, Jost, sent to Fort Constitution, -

_
711

Sentenced to be flogged for desertion, - - 590
Wade, Elisha, Adjutant of the regiment lately com-

manded hy Colonel Selden, - - -
_

880
WadswordJ, Brigadier-General James, return of offi-

cers in the brigade commanded by, - 878,901
Letter from, to Governour Trumbull, A 995

Wages, allowed to seamen, 264
Wagons, Lancaster Committee authorize the impress-

ment of, to convey cannon to Philadelphia, _
1156

Great scarcity of, in "Tashingt9n's Army,
-

_
1310

Waldeckers, a reinforcement of, arrives at New-York, 1158
Twelve, taken prisoners near White-Plains,.

- 1264
Waldoborough, petition of Selectmen of, to Massa.

chusetts General Courtt ~ . 730
Walker, Daniel, petition of, to ,New-York Conven-

ti.on, _
949

Walker, Hugh, petition of, to Massachusetts Council, 790
Permitted to return to England, -

_
791

Wallace, Michae], appointed a Surgeon to Colonel
SmaJlwood's battalion, - - - -

_
640

Waller, WiHiam, appointed an Ensign, - 634
Walls) John MilJbourn, recommended for a Second

Lieutenancy, -
_

560
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War, danger of an Indian, on the western frontier of
Pennsylvania, - 36

Washington declares the, should be defensive, - 236
A general, at hand in Europe, - 361
Horrors of,

_
- 460

General Howe has not the smallest prospect of fin-
ishioO',thiscampaign, - - - - - 519

Upon l'meric.a,unjust, unconstitutional, and ruinous, 808
Articles of, - - 1363

War Office, order from the, to the Officers of the Penn-
sylvania German BattaLion, - 180

Ward, Ambrose, petition for the removal of, - 374
Cited to appear before Connecticut Assembly, - 375

Ward, Colonel Andrew, return of officers in the regi-
ment commanded by, - 873

Ward, General Artemas, letter to, from New-Hamp-
shire Committee of Safety, - 508

Letter froID, to New-Hampshire Committee of
Safety, - 559

Letters from, to Gen~ral Washington, - 600, 861, 924
Letters from, to Massachusett,;i Council, .. 624, 1245
Letter to, from Massachusetts Council, - 886
Letter to, from General Washington, - - 1026

Ward, Colonel Joseph, letterti from, to General Wash-
ington,.. - .. - .. .. .. 116,413

Regiment of, ordered to reinforce General Heath, - 292
Return of absent officers in the regiment commanded

by, , - - - - - - 905
Ward., Nahum, appointed a Captain, .. 1378
Ward, Robert, Captain in Georgia battalion, .. 988
Ward, Stephen, letter from, to Robert R. Livingston, 1168
Warne, William, arrested for propagating reports in-

jurious to the American cause, - .. 673
Examination of, .. .. 677
Ordered into custody, .. .. 677
Sentence of, .. 683

Warner, Colonel Seth, petition of, to Congress, - 273
Letter from, to the President of Congress, - 884
Letter from) to General Gates, - 1146
Letter to, from General Gates, - 1169

Warner, Captain, joins Arnold's fleet, - - - 834
Warren, armed sehooner, captured by a British frigate, 116
Warren, privateer, prize captured by, - 346
Warren, Continental frigate, nearly ready for sea, - 986
Warren, Benjamin, commissioned Commander of the

privateer Revenge, - - 745
Warren, General Jame&, letters to, from Massachu-

setts Council, - 316, 376
Letter from, to MaBsachuseus Council, - - 487
Speaker of Massachusetts Assembly, - 487

Washington, brig, petition of owners of, to Massa-
chusetts Council, - 804

Washington, privateer, valuable prizes captured by, - 346,
. 576, 1260

Washington, General George-
Genera]ship of, commended, 214, 370, 820
Petition to, of General Greene and others, for a

reconsideration of the proceedings of a Council
of General Officers, - - 326

Too strongly posted to be attacked in front or on
tbe flanks, - 519

Memorial from Lieutenant Colonel Shepard, - 604
Massachusetts orders camp utensils to be forwarded

to, - - 799
Return ofthe forces underthe immediate command of, 907
Authorized to appoint a Deputy Commissary of

Stores, - - 1396
Authorized to appoint a Commissary of Clothing, - 1403
Authorized to appoint a Deputy Mustermaster for

tbe Flying-Camp, - 1403
Letters from) to-

Colonel Bayley, - 1095
Board of War, - 603
Colonel Campbell, - - 596
General George Climon, - - 607
General James Clinton.! - 240,300,894
Commanding Officer of Massachusetts Militia, - 399
Governour Cooke, - - 367, 1009, 1094
Monsieur Ie Compte D'Emery, - 928
Deputy Governour of Rhode-Island,

- - 595
Colonel Gay, - - 166
General Heath, ~ 239
Go\'ernour Henry, -

_
888

General Howe, 196, 399,464,521,919
Lord Howe, _

257
General Lincoln,

_
609

Colonel Henry B. Livingston, -
_

167
GovernourLivingston, _

894
Massachusetts Assembly, - 399,596
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Washington) General George-Continued.
Letters from, to-

General Mercer, 139, 181, 240, 292, 463, 548
Colonel Moylan, - 139
Colonel McIntosh, - - 1166
New-York COn\'ention, - 106~

240, 241, 299, 466, 692, 713, 1094
New-York Committee of Safety, 196,674, 675
President of Congress, - 120, 193, 212, 236, 290,
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Waterbury, General David, Jun.-.Goniinued. Wharton, Carpenter) Assistant Commissary, employed
Taken prisoner by the enemy, - 1040 to purchase salt, by the Commissary~General, - 1011
Returns on hi:!!parole, - 1125 Wharton, Thomas, Jun., elected a member of Penn-
Requests to be exchanged, - - 1206 sylvania Council of Safety, 8

Waters1 Captain Daniel, recaptures a sloop taken by Letter from) to Colonel Cadwalader, - 1128
the British, - 116 Whayiand, Joseph, Jun., prisoner, petition of, to

Watson, Ebenezer, proceedings of Captain Roe on Maryland Convention, - 1268
Long-Island sent to, for publication, - - 506 Wheeling, eleven settlerl3 at the mouth of, killed by

Watkins, Captain H., letter from, to Maryland Conn- Indians, - - 1236
cil of Safety, ~ - 1236 Wheelock, Rev. Dr. Eleazer, President of DartmoutJ1

Watkins, Thomas, appointed a Captain in -the Flying- College, friendly disposition of Indian boys edu-
Camp, - 632 catedby, - 125

Appointed Captain of a Company of Matrosses for Five hundred dollars voted bY'Congress to, for the
the defence of Annapolis, - - - - 656 education of Indian youth, - 1362

Watson, Patrick, appointed an Ensign of Pennsylva- Wheelright, John, commander of privateer Reprisal, - 805
nm AS8ociators, 82 Wherry, David, appoin~ed an Ensign, - - - 1340

Watts, David, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 474 Whipple, Captain Abraham, prizes captured by, 307,595,863
Watts, Dr. Edward, resolve for supplying, with medi- Appointed to the command oJ the frigate Provi-

cines, 761 dence, 1394
Weare, Mesheck, Presidento.f New-Hampshire Conn- Whipple, Christopher, ship captured by, - - 1260

cil of State, letter to, from Stephen Evans, .. 340 Whipple, Captain Jabez, sends a prize into Provi-
LeUer to, from Colonel Hurd, - 147 dance, - 227
Letter to, from Massachuseus Council, . 1107 Whipple, Joseph, letter from, to New-Hampshire

Weaver,Mi~hael,appointeda Captainof Pennsylva- Committeeof Safety, - - - - - 1031
nia Associators, 82 Whipple, William, letters to, from Josiah Bartlett, - 1371

Weaver, Fealty, appointed an En!tign, - 1340 272, 323
Webb, CQlonel Samuel N., Aid-de.Camp to General Letter from, to John Langdon, - 1248

Washington, letters fro-m,to General Heath, 829, 919 \Vhite, Aquilla, appointed an Ensign, .. 1340
Webster, Levi, sentenced to be flogged for desertion, 238 White, Barkley, deposition of, - - 650
Webster, Pelatiab, Observations on Finance by, - 434 White, Gideon, Jun., a refugee, prisoner in Plymouth
Webster, Ensign Amosl letter from, to General Gates, 356 jail, ~ 487,507
Weedon, Col-onel, asks permi:ssi~n to recruit from the White, John, letter from, to Captain Platt, .. 352

FlyingwCamp,
_ _

841 White, John, complains of the numerous' delrertions
Weekl'f, David, arrested as being inimical to his- conn- from the Army, - 714

try,
- 148 White, Thomas, letter to, from Robert Gordon, Ireland, 863

WeisenthalI, Dr., letter from, to Matthew Tilghman, 209 White, Rev, William, requested to perform Divine ser-
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety, - 45S,817 vice for Pennsylva-nia Convention,

Weisner, Captain John, trial af, by a Court-Mar- White-Plains, New~Yorkf fixed upon for a position of
tia), 606, 610 tbe American Army, - - - - - 1130

The Court-Martialon, requ€sted to reconsider their Enemy beli€ved to ha.vedesigns against, - 1137
verdict, - - 895 Enemy moving towards, .. 1221

The Court defend their finding in the case of, - 895 General Washington~sHead-QUArtersat, .. 1239
Weitzel, John, elected a member of Pennsylvania Extracts of Jetters from,.' -1271, 1284

Council of Safety, - 9 The enemy attack Washington's Army at, .. 1271
Welch, Colonel Joseph, letter from, to New-Hamp- Detailed account of the enemy's attack on the

shire Committee of Safety, - 1313 American lin~s at, (note,) - - - ~ 1271
Welch, Robert, appointed an Assistant Surgeon for the Colonel Harri~on's account of the above attack, .. 1282

Flying-Camp, ..
_

626 Proceedings of a General Court-Martial held atl - 1294
Welden, Captain, ordered to deliver the brig Rising Movements and supposed intentions of the enemy

Empire to William Watson, at Plymouth, -
_

734 near, . 1310
Wells, Baza, promoted to a Second Lieutenancy, - 477 Whitcomb, Lieutenant Benjamin, prisoners taken by, 481
Wells, George, letter from, to Maryland Council of 10urnal of, - 482

Safety, _
1072 Abstract of report of, - - 483

Wemple, ColonelAbraham, commander of the Militia Whiting, Israel, appointed Surgeon's Mate, -1378
from Schenectady, - - 1190 Whiting, William, petition of, to Massachusetts Gen-

Wenthissica, a Shawanese Indian,friendlynotice taken . eral Court, ~ 759
o~ by the Pennsylvania Convention, - 46 'Vhitiflg, Colonel W. B., letter from, to Albany Com-

We-ntworth,Captain John, ordered to march his com- mittee, ~ 1169
mand to the Northern Department,

_ .. 230 Whitney, Colonel, order for supplying the regiment
Wentworth, Joshua, letter to, from Robert H. Har- of, with muskets, - 806

rison,. .. 274 Whitmore, Daniel, petition of, to Massachu8ett3Gen-
Wesson, Ephraim, deposition ~f, against Colonel eral Court, - 750

Port~r, - ~ - - . - - .. 154 Whitney, Josiah, appoffited an En"ign,. - - 477
West, WiJliam, appointed a Major, - 94 Whitney, Lieutenant, sentenced to be severely repri-
Westchester County, New-York, prevalence of disaf~ manded, - ..1082

faction in, _
373 Whittemore, Ensign, di~missedthe.service, .. 1086

Several companies formed and forming in, to join Wickes, Lambert, Captain of the Reprisal, return of,
General Howe, . - - -

_ _
829 from Martinico, with musket..~,&c., . . 323

Westchester, New-York, Committee, J-etterfrom, to Affair of. with "theShark man-of-warin the-harbour
New-Yark Convention, -. ~ 310 of St. Pierre, Martinico, . - 323

Letter to, from New~YorkCommittee of Safety, _
680 Behaviour ot meets the approbation of his country, 425

Letter from, to the Commanding Officer at MOiDt Letters to, from the Marine Commiuee, 429, 1213, 1215
"\Vashingtont - - ~

-
_ _

. 829 Ordered to convey Dr. Franklin to France, - - 1211
West Indies, suffer greatly from the interruption of tIle Has done honour, in .action, to the American flag, 1212

trade with t!reUnited States, - - - - 812 WiJcoxen, Thomas, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 634
Dependence of, upon the United States for supplies, 813 Wildgoos, Michael, appointed a Second Lieutenant of
American vessels protected io, by the FrenctJ,

_
854 Pennsylvania Associators; 82

South-Carolina endeavours to obtain seamen from 1328 Wigglesworth, Colonel, appointed third officer of Ar~
Wethersfield, Connecticut, letter from Benjamin Payn~ nold's fleet, - - . - - - - 186

to Committee of,
_

1288 Wigglesworth, Dr., letter from, to New-Hampshire
Wetworth, Mr" a Tory in the service of the King. taken Committee of Safety, . 574

prisoner by Captain Townsend, . .. _
1313 Wigglesworthi Captain John, resolve for paying the

"Whale-boats,sixty armed, ordered to Rhode-Island,. 377 postage bill of, - 773
Massachusetts Council appoint a Committeeto pur- Wilkinson, Colonel James, letter from, to General

chase, _ _
507 Gates, - 1243

Resolve of Ma!!sachusetts for procuring,
_ _

772 Wilkinson, William, member of Baltimore Committee, 117
A large number of, coll~cted in Massachusetts and Will, Philip, Barrackmasterj presented by the Grand

RhotJe-IsJand to aid in the descent on Long- Jury of Charleston, . - 1059
Is)and, . 1001 WiHiam,ship, permitted to depart for England, - 792
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Willard, Colonel Aaron, letter to, from Massachusetts
Council, - - - - - - - - 230

WilJiams, David, letter from, to Thomas Bluff, - - 648
WiJJiams,Eb., appointed an Ensign, -. - - 476
'Williams, Captain Edward, letter from, to General

(jates, - '- - - - - - -
WilJiams, Major Ennion, certificate of, in favour of

Captain Long, - - - -. - - - 1033
Williams,George,Jun., powderdeliveredto, - - 734
Williams, John, prisoner in Lancaster jail, petitions

Conventionforrelief, -' - - - .
Williams, John Foster, Commander of sloop Republick,

iron ballast delivered to, - - - - - 801
Order to, from Massachusetts Council, - - - 808

Williams, Lieutenant Thomas, letter from, to New-
York Convention, - - - - - - 201

Williams, William, letter from, to Governour Trum-
bulJ, - - - . - - - - 408

Williamson, James, appointed a Second Lieuten-
ant, - - ~ - - -

Williamson, Dr., of Philadelphia, doing the Colonies
prodigious mischief in Frauce, - - - -

- Williamson, Brigadier-General Matthias, returns
thanks to Pennsylvania Associators, - - 940, 941

Williamson, Colonel, skirmish of, with the Cherokee
Indians, - - - - - - - - 1235

WilJiamsburgh, Virginia, very unheaJthy, - - - 987
Willin, Lieutenant Levi, Court-Martial ordered for the

trial of, - - - - - - - - 654
Willing, Thomas, letter to, from John Heyliger, - 157
WiIJing and Morris, letter to, from Maryland Council

of Safety, - - - - - - - 510
Willington, Lieutenant Thomas, promoted to a Cap-

taincy,- - - . - - . - 1083
WiIJis, Richard, appointed an Ensign, - - - 629
Willis; William, deposition of, . - - - - 652
Williston, Council of War held at, - - - - 621
Wilson, George, recommended for a Lieutenant-Colo-

nelcy,- - - - - - - - 7
Wilson, Corporal George, testimony of, on the trial of

Lieutenant Pope, - . - - - - 1065
To receive thirty-nine lashes for plundering, - - 1066

Wilson, Colonel Jaqles, elected a Delegate to Con-
gress from Pennsylvania, - - - - -

Wilson, Richard, authorized to raise a Company of
Militia, - - - - - - - - 634

Wilson, William, report of, to the Commissioners of
Indian Affairs, - . - - 0' - 514

Wilson, William, appointed a First Lieutenant, - 1378
Winchester, Second Lieutenant, promoted to a First

Lieutenancy, 0 - - - - - - 1083
Windham, petition of inhabitants of, - - 130, 131
Window-weights, order to take all leaden, - - 3
Winds, Colonel William, letter from, to General

Gates, - - - - - - - - 964
Windmill-Point, a small' action at, - - - - 278

Arnold's fleet arrive at, - - - - - 353
Wine, and other necessaries, purchased for Gates's

command, - - - - - - - 453
Winslow, Mr., orders to, from General Gates,. - 964
Winthrop, John, Jun., petition of, to Massachusetts

Council, - - - - . . - . 741
A quantity of powder voted to, - - - - 757

Wirach, Peter, appointed a Second Lieutenant of
Pennsylvania Associators, - - - - 82

Wirach, WiJJiam, appointed a Captain of Pennsyl.
vaniaAssociators,- - - - - - 82

,Wisner, Henry, letters from, to New-York Conven-
tion, - - - - - 1102,1123,1131

Wisner &. Phillips's powder-mill, quantity of powder
manufactured at, - - - - - - 293

Wisner, Captain-see Weisner.
Witherspoon, Dr. John, Delegate in Congress from

New-Jersey, speech of, on the conference pro-
posed by Lord Howe, -

Letter from,to GeneralGates,
1Vithington, Peter, appointed a Captain, -
Wolcott, Colonel Erastus, ordered to put his com-

mand in readiness to embark for Long-Island, -
Two companies of the command of, to be detached

andmarchedtowardsNew-York, - - - 189
Wolff, George, appointed a Captain of Pennsylvania

Associators, - - - - . -- 82
Wood, Aaron, certificate of Selectmen of Pepperell

in favour of, - - - - - - - - 351
Wood, Benjamin,killedat Bunker-HilI, - - - 951
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Wood, Joseph, elected Colonel of Second Pennsyl-
vaniaBattalion, - - - - - 292,1335

Letter from,to General St. Clair,. - - - 138
Wood, Silas, discharged from the Militia service, - 783
Wood, Solomon, resolve for paying, for the loss of his

gun, - - - - - - - - 768
WoodhuH, General Nathaniel, letter to, from Joseph

Bull - - - - - - - - 109
.Wounded in the battle on Long-Island, - - 170
Measures taken to procure the exchange of, - - 701
Death of, - . - - - . - - 894, 934

Woolens, greatly needed by the Army, - - - 426
Resolutionof Congressforthe purchase of, &.c., - 926

Wooley, John, Jun., examination of. - - - 663
Required to give bail for his good behaviour, - - 663
Bond ,given by, - - - - - - - 666

Wooly, John, examination of, 0 - - - - 141
Work, William, appointed a Captain of Pennsylvania

Associators, - - - - . - _
Working party, a, of twelve hundred men, ordered to

the Engineer's department, -
Wormeley, Ralph, taken prisoner, -
Wormell, Benjamin, Commander of the privateer

Viper, - - - - - . - - 754
Worthington, Nicholas, appointed an Ensign in the

Flying-Camp,- - - - . - - 629
Wounded in the service, provision by Congress for the, 448
Wright, EJihu, appointed a Surgeon, - - - 1378
Wright. Colonel Thomas H., letter from, to Maryland

Council of Safety, - - - - - - 405
Wyandots, speech of the Governour of Detroit to, - 516
Wyman, Colonel, honourably acquitted of charges

brought against him,. - - - - 473
Wynkoop, Colonel, sick at Kingston, - - - 355

Letters from, to General Gates, 1069, 1088, 1103, 1275
Wynkoop, Henry, elected a member of Pennsylvania
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.
-

15, Draft of an Ordinance for rendering the bur-
thens of Associators and Non-Associators
as equal as possible, reported, -

~ ~
15, Committee to hear the Petitions of the Cap-

tains of the Galleys, reported,
15, Petition from Inhabitants of the Township of

Albany, County of Berks, to be excused
from marching into Jersey,

15~ Petition from Inhabitants of Chester County,
praying that Colonel Lloyd's Battalion may
remain at home,

16, Letter from Colonel Diekinson complaining of
the desertion of some of the Associators,

16, Resolutions relative to D~serters, -16) A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants
of the State of Pennsylvania,

17, Petition of the Inhabitants of Albany Township,
in the County of Berks, rejected,

17, Absent Members ordered to return immediately,
17, Resolution for the collection of Fines, and for

compelling the attendance of absent Mern-
berf'!,

19, Letter from General Roberdeau, read,
19, Address by General Roberdeau to the Associa-

tors under his command, ordered to be printed
in the English and German new1'papers,

_

19, Draft for frame of Government brought in,
19, Committee appointed to draw up an Ordinance

for creating Conservators of the Peace,
19, Petition of the Captains of the Galleys, referred

to the Council of Safety for final decision,
_

19, Resolution regulating promotion in the Naval
and Land service,

20, Delegates in Continental Congress directed to
apply for the Loan of olle hundred thousand
Dollars for the State,

21, Guards appointed over the stores of Joseph
and Stephen Newell, to prevent the removal
of the ",alt stored therein,

22, Draft of an Ordinance for appointing Conser-
vators of the reace reported,

_ _ _
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1776.
.!lug. 23, Petition of John Smyth and Benjamin Lewi~,

praying relief from confinement, referred to
a Committee, ~

24, Resolution enforcing the Regulations respect.
ing the price and distribution of Salt,

24) John Smyth and Benjamin Lewis to be released
from confinement, ~

26, General Mercer requested to grant leave of ab-
sence to Members of the Convention under
his command,

26, Colonel Slough to march to camp as soon as
Colone] Roses's Battalion shall return,

26, Ordered that Colonel Bull have leave to stay
some time longer in camp,

26, Letter from Colonel Mat]ack, at Amboy, re-
specting the Flying-Camp, read,

-
.

26, Resolves of Congress desiring the Convention
to recommend certain Officers, read, -26, Loan of one hundred thousand DolJars obtained
from Congress,

26, Order for thirty thousand DolJars drawn for two
of the Commissioners appointed to form the
Flying-Camp, ~

27, Petition from Iuhabitants of Tulpehocken, in
Berks County, praying that some of the As.
sociators may remain to protect them against
the Indians, read,

27, Letter from General Mercer to the President of
Congress, read,

27, ArtilJery Companies request to be put on the
same footing with the other Militia, -28, Committee directed to dispose of the Salt be-
longing to Joshua Fisher & Sons,

29, Eight ,hundred and thirty-four Pounds to be
transmitted to Northampton County, to pay
for. the s~cond quota f.or the FlyingaCamp
for that County, -

. ~
_ _

31, Petition from Peter Withington, prayinu to be
appointed Captain, read,

_ 0

31, A Memorial of Stephen and Joseph Shewell,
justifying their conduct with respect to their
Salt, read,

Sept, 2, A Memorial from the ,Committee of Inspection
of Cumberland County, praying that some of
their Militia might be permitted to remain at
home for their protection, read, . _ .

2, Petition of John Timmons, praying to be ad~
mitted on buil, read, ~

2, Committee appointed to bring in an Ordinance
empowering the Justices of the Peace in this
State, in certain cases, to compel Debtors to
give security to their Creditors,

_

3, An Ordinance for the appointment of Justices
of the Peace fDr the State of Pennsylvania, .

4J Memorial from two Colonels ofMi]itiaofWest--
moreland Counl-y, on want of arms, and
mode of calling out Militia, read,

4, Petition from Andrew Ledlie, complaining of
great ill.usage, on account, as he appre.
hends, of his attachment to the cause oflib-
erty, read,

4, Petition from WiJljam Hardy, praying to be
appointed the officer for this State to regis-
ter those who shall be disabled in the service
of the ITnited States,

4, The President of the Council of Safety to be
qualified before the President of the Con.
vention,

5, Letter from Congress requesting that this State
wou1d immediately send forward to New
York all the aid they can, read,

_

5, An Ordinance of the State of Pennsylvania de-
claring what shall be Treason, and for pun-
ishing the same and other crimes and prac-
tices against the State,

6~ Resolution respecting the Companies to be
raised in the Counties of Northampton and
Northumberland]

6, An Ordinance respecting advised1y writing and
speaking against the American cause, read
the first time, -7, Owner of a cargo of salt, just arrived, at liberty
to dispose of it at such rates and to such
persons as he may think proper,

9, Wages of Doorkeeper directed to be paid,
10, Letter, dated the 5th instant, at King's Bridge,

from Lieutenant.Colonel Broadhead, of the
Pennsylvania forcesj read] -
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V

1776.
Sept. 10, Letter from Colonel Slagle, desiring that an-

other Commissioner may be appointed in his
stead! read,

10, Committee appointed to confer with the Com-
mittee of Congress for Indian Affairs on the
defence of the frontiers,

10 Commiuee appointed to take into consideration,
aJl the military affairs of this State respecting
the Flying-Camp and the operations of war
to the eastward,

10, Conduct of CommissionE'rs for forming the Fly-
ing-Camp, with respect to the two Companies
of ArtiJlery at AmboYI approved, .. ..

II, Draft of an Ordinance respecting Debtors giving
security in certain cases, reported,

_

M

11, Election of four Members of the Council of
Safety, - - - - - -

1JI A Memorial of William Wild referred to the
Council of Safety,

11, Petition of Lawrence Feagan, relating to t~e,
. damage he sustained by reason of a rIOt

among the soldiers at the Barracks, read,
12 An Ordinance for punishing persons guilty of1

certain offences therein mentioned against
the United States of America) -

12 Inquiry directed to be made relative to Colonel,
Grubb's Battalion retUlning home without
being discharged, - - - - -

12, Petition from six Captains of Companies afCol-
onel Montgomery's Battalion, complaining
t.hat they had not received their pay, read, -

13, The Committee appointed to consider of the
military affairs of the State reported, -

13, An Ordinance to compel Debtors, in certain
cases, to give .ecurity to their Creditors, -

13 Two Petitions from Northampton County,1
praying a supply of ammunition, &c., read,

13 Election of a Member of the Council of Safety,
IS' Members of the Council who have not taken,

the oath prescribed, permitted to take tbe
same before any Justice of the Peace for the
County wherein they reside, - - -

14, A Return made of the men of Colonel Mont-
gomery's Battalion who lert the camp wjth-
out discharges, - -

14, Resolution providing for the mora effectual
protection of the western frontier against
the Indians,

14, Report of the Committee appointed to confer
with the Delegates in Congress from Vir-
ginia, on the settlement of a temporary
boundary between Virginia and this State, -

14, An Ordinance for rendering the burthen of
Associators and N on-Associators in the de-
fence of this State as nearly equal as may be,

17 Committee appointed to prepare a speech and,
wampum for a conference with two Shawa-
nese Indians now in town,

18, Draft of the speech to the Shawanese Indians,
reported and approved, - - - -

18, Forty dollars to be given to the two Shawanese
Indians as a present,

19, Message of the State of Pennsylvania, by their
Representatives jn Convention at Philadel-
phia., to their brethren the Shawanese Indians,

. 19, Twenty dollars presented to each of the two
Shawanese Indians,

19) Inhabitants and Committees recommended to
respect and assist Wenthissica and Pellawa,
two Shawanese Indians,

19, Letters read from the Commissioners for Indian
affairs at Fort Pitt,

19, Letter read from ColoneJ Kachlean, informing
of deserters,

20, Memorial from the Committee of Northumber-
land, setting forth their apprehensions of an
Indian war, read,

20, Resolution for the payment of two Companies
raised by the Committee of Westmoreland,

_

23, 'Letter read from General Roberdeau, contain-
ing his sentiments on the regulations of the
Militia,

23, Committee appointed to bring in the draft of a
resolve for settling and regulating the genera1
election for this present year,

24, Delegates in Congress directed to apply to the
Congress for the loan of one hundred thou-
sand Dollars)

~~--
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Sept. 24, Allowance of MiJeage to the members of the

late Conference of Committees,
24, Council of Safety to pay expenses incurred by

sending expresses to call the peopJe together
for choosing Brigadier-Generals,

_ _

24, Wardens of the city of Philadelphia to continue
in officeuntil new Wardens shan be chosen,

24) Memorial read from Paul Fooks, desiring to
be appointed sworn Interpreter for foreign
languages and Notary Publick, -

25, Letter from Rev. Messre. Duffidd and MarshaJl,
praying that the Clergy may be exempted
irom the burthen of civil officers, read)

_

25, A petition praying for an addition to the article
confirming the incorporations for promoting
religiolls and charitable pllrposes, read,

25, Letter read from President of Congress re-
specting raising additional Battalions, _

25, Committee appointed to prepare the draft of a
preambJe to the Declaration of Rights and
Frame of Government, and of the oaths and
aJlegiance of office, -25, Committee appointed to consider the letter
received from Congress,

25, An essay for a preamble to the Declaration of
Rights and Frame of Government, reported,

25, An essay for the Oaths and Affirmation~ of
aIJegiance and of office~ reported,

26, Resolve respecting Elections for the present
year,

26) Report of Committee, and action of the House,
on the matters contained in the letter from the
President of Congress, _ _ _ _

26) Commissioners for raising the Flying-Camp to
accollnt with the Council of Safety, or future
AssembJy, for money put into their hands for
that purpose,

27, Three Commissioners ejected, to inquire, &c.,
into the condition of the troops raised by this
State -

~
_ _ _ _ _

27, Committee appointed to inquire into mutiny in
Colonel Miles's Battalion).

_ _ _

27, Directions respecting the soldiers who have
returned from the camp,

27, Recommended to the first General A5sembJj' of
this State to make a law similar to the habeas
corpus act of England,

27, Committee appointed to inquire into the affair
of the returned soldiers, reported,

28, The Constitution of Pen[]sylvania,
28, The Constitution signed by the President and

Members of the Assembly, ~
_ _

28, The Constitution committed to the Council of
Safety, to be delivered to the Genera] As-
sembly at their first meeting, immediately
after they shall have chosen their Speaker, _

28, A Committee appointed to settle the incidental
expenses or the Convention)

28, President of the Convention allowed the same
wages as the Speaker of the late House of
Assembly,

28, Committee appointed to prepare the seals for
the future Legislature and Executive Coun-
cil,

28, Immediate notice to be given that the freemen
of the State are empowered to choose, at
their next election, Counsellors of State _

28, Council of Safety directed to prepare mate;ials
for printing Paper Currency,

28, Committee appointed to revise and print the
Minutes of this Convention,

28, General Roberdeall .appointed first Brigadier-
General, and General Ewing second Briga-
dier-General, of this State,

28, Committee appointed to draw up an Address to
the publick, setting forth the reasons for the
Ordinances and ResoJves which have been
passed,

28, Report of the Committee appointed to inquire
iut~ the complaints of the mutinous 1;0Jdiers,
agalll read, and referred to the CounciJ of
Safety,

28, New election of two gentlemen to visit t~e
troops raised in thi::. State, at New- York
Island and Ticonderoga, _

28, Petition of Peter Withington, for a captaincy,
again read) and referred to the Counci] of
Safety, 60
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VII

1776.
Sept. 28, Commission and Instructions to the gentle-

men chosen to ,'iait the troops of this State,
28, Report of the Committee on Military Affairs

again read, . ~ M -
. .

28, Ejection of Field Officers for the Battalion to
be raised in the Counties of Northampton
and Northumberland,

28, Those Associators who have refused to march,
&.c.)to be considered as Non-Associators,

-
28, The memorial from Northumberland again read,

and referred to the Council of Safety,
28, Secretary of the Convention to have the same

wages as the Clerk of the Assembly. .
28, Thanks of the Conwmtion to the President, .
28, The Convention rose, -

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

1776.
Sept. 2, Robert Towers directed to deliver to Colonel

Porter thirteen stand of armii,
2, Abraham Hargis appointed a Lieutenant in a

Rifle Regiment, - .
2, Samuel Mifflin appointed Commodore and

Commander-in-chief of all the naval arma-
ments of the State, -2, Owen Biddle authorized to import from St.
Eustatia necessaries for clothing and equipa
pingthe troops, .- . . -2, Mr. Towers directed to deliver Colonel Smit.h
ninety stand of arms,

3, The Militia under the command of Colonel
James Wilson that have not marched to New
Jersey to remain in Cumberland County until
further orders, -

5, Mr. Towers directed to deliver Captain Jack
twenty stand of arms,

6, The Gunsmiths employed in making arms for
the State to be allowed £4 10s. for e\'ery good
mUE:ketwith a bayonet,

6, Commission filled up for Commodore Mifflin,
6, Letter wrote to Generall\lercer requesting he

will permit Commodore Mifflin to return
home, to take the fleet Qnder his care and
directi{ln, .

6, Midshipman WiJliam Whit pain discharged
from the service of the State,

9) Mr. Towerl> to deliver to Captain Goudy six
muskets, -

9, Mr. Towers to deliver Captain Jack four stand
of arms, -9, James Forrest, Thomas Ryan, and Shanks,
prisoners of war, delivered into the custody
of Robert Jewell,

9) Mr. Towers to deliver Lieutenant-Colonel
Heydrick sixty stand of arms, -9, Fifty pounds advanced to the Committee of
Berks County for supplying the families of
poor Associators, who are in actual service,
with necessaries,

9, The Committee of Reading empowered to ap.
point a small guard in that town, at the
expense of the Board, 60 long as the pris-
oners of war shall reside there, -

11, WiJliam Sulton gave his paro]e not to go more
than seven miles from Philadelphia, -11, Commission granted for sloop Jupiter, priva-
teer,

]2, The Secretary ordered to summon the Mem-
bers to meet on Saturday next precisely at
eight. dclock, A. M.,

13, AJI the blankets, coarse linens, woollen cJoths,
mittens, and stockings, which can be had, to
be purchased up for the use of the troops,

_

13, Application to be made to Con!{ress respect-
ing the wages and mileage of the Associa-
tors,

14, Four new Members added to the Board by
Convention,

14. Contract to be made to complete the piers sunk
D€iH Fort-Is]and, and fix the chain for stop~
ping the navigation upon an emergency, -16, Letter wrote to Commodore Mifflin, requesting
his speedy return to Philadelphia to take the
naval armaments under his care,

16, The accounts of mileage for the Militia to be
hereafter referr0d to the Continental Treas-
ury Office,
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Sept. 16, Mr. ToweI:s directed to deliver to Captain

Daniel Joy five hundred pounds of powder
for proving cannOD, ~

-

_ _ _

16, A house to be taken for a hospital, and a ma-
tron hired to nun~e sick soldiers of the State,

16, Doctor Gerardus Clarkson appointed to attend
the sick in the said hospital,

16, Mr. Towers to deliver Captain Lewis Williams
thirty-two stand of arms, -16, An order drawn on the Marine Committee for
what arms are due from Congress to the
State,

16, Mr. Towers to deliver Major Thomas Proctor
one hundred and thirteen stand of arms,

16, Colonel Timothy Matlack directed to deliver
Robert Morris, Ctlairman of the Secret Com-
mittee, thirty-five thousand flints, to be
charged to Congress,

16, Three fast-sailing sloops to be sent off as soon
as possible, to bring in clothing and other
necessaries for the troops, -16, Application to be made to the Board of War
to know whether the Council may proceed
immediately to erect the fortification at Bil-
lingsport,

-16, Application to be made to the Board of Wa.r
to employ the Marines as guards over the
frigates, prison, and powder belongina to
the Continent, &c.,

_ _ _ _ 0 _

17, Alexander Morris discharged on his parole, -17, Certain prisoners taken on board the Lady
Susan discharged, and permitted to go to
their families in Maryland, - . _

17) Wages due to the men in the service of the State
not to be stopped by th~ir officers on any
pretence, unless with the consent of the men
or by special orders from the Board, .

18, Isaac Cox appointed Regimental Paymaster for
the troops belonging to the State now in tbe
Continental service) -18, Major Thomas Proctor empowered to inJist any
Associator of the State, provided he is not
already engaged in the Flying-Camp, or a
servant or apprentice)

19, Complaint of Michael Conner against Jacob
Petterman and others,

19) Committee appointed to inspect into the state
of the stores, arms, &c., beJonging to the
State,

19, James Maul appointed a pilot to carry vessels
through the chevaux-de-frise,

19, Resolution against inlisting servants and ap.
prentices into the Flying-Camp without can.
sent of their masters in writing,-

20, The Lock-makers to be allowed twenty-five
shillings for every good gun-lock they deliver,

20, Reso]ution providing Arms and Ammunition
for Westmoreland County,

20, Samuel Mifflin declined serving as Commod(jre
and Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet of the
State,

20, Mr. Towers directed to deliver Colonel Wil-
liam Clark-six stand of arms)

21, Captain John Rice directed to raise men for
the armed boat called the Com'entian with
all expedi1ion) -

21, Captain Wil1in.mBrown appointed Commander
of the Floating Battery now building by Mr.
Donaldson,

21, Captain Brown to raise men for Ihe Floating
Battery, -23, Committee appointed to form a regular mus-
ter roll lor the N:ny of the State,

23, Officers recruiting for the Naval armament to
be a[]owed twenty shilJings per man, in lieu
of all expenses) for inlisting,

23, Mr. Towers to deliller to Gustavus Resberg, for
the 1,1seof the Flying-Camp, one hundred
pitching axes, -

23, Mr. Towers' to deJiver to Co]onel John L!tw-
rence sixty stand of arms,

24-1 Three hundred pound!,; powder and ;six hundred
pounds of lead furnished to Northampton
County, .

24, The Naval Officer of the port to give notice
to the _Board of all mi]itary stores jmported
and entered ill his port as soon as possible
after their arri\'il!, 73
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IX

1776.
Sept. 24, Paul Fooks, N oiary Pubfick and sworn Inter~

pr~ler for the F,rench and Spanish languages,
continued in those offices, 73

25, Resolved, unanimously, that bail ought not fa
be taken in the case of William Ross, 73

25, Colonel James PoUer aUowed to contract for
making - fifty rifle guns for tbe use of his
BattalionJ 73

26) Officers appointed to carry -on the Fortifica-
tions intended to be erected at Billings.
port, 74

26, Thomas Seymour appointed Commodore and
Commander-inRChief of all the Naval arma-
ments in the service of tbe State,

26, Dav.id M(~Cutchen discharged from his confine-
ment, ~

26, As many of the members of the Board as con~
veniently can to go down to Fort-Island to-
morrow morning to accompany Commodore
Seymour to the Fleet, 74

26, Instructions to the Commodore, - 74
26, Officers of the Fleet allowed the same pay as

Officers in the Continental service, 75
27, Officers who choose to continue in the Naval

service desired to appJy for new commis-
sions on Tuesday next,' 75

28, Benjamin Feshburn recommended to Congress
for Paymaster to Colonel JOE;.Wood's Bat-
talion, now at Ticonderoga, 75

28, John Weitzel requested to purchase for the
State a quantity of blankets, coarse cI()ths,
coarse linens, and five tons of hemp, as
soon as possible, 75

28~ Resolution to ascertain what number of the
city Militia will work on the Fortification at
Billingsport,

28, Doctor 'William Currie resigns his employment
as Surgeon of CoJolJel At]ee's BattaJion, - 76

28, Robert Etterington enlarged upon his pa-
role, 76

30, Colonel Joseph Don<lldson appointed a Mem- ~

ber of the Council, - 76
30, Half pay aJlowed to Nicholas Curry, a disahled

seaman, until further provision is made for
persons in like situation, - . 76

30, Lewis Nicola continued in the office of Bar-
rackmasrer until furrher orders, -

Oct. I, Parole granted to Jooeph Cary and Jonathan
Pearson, - 77

1, A rdurn of the Arms helonging to the State,
ordered to be laid before the Council, and
that they be delivered out to the Associators
in proportion, - 77

1, Colonel John BuJl appointed general superiu-
tendent of the works to be carried on at Bit-
Jingsport,

1, Peter \Vithington appointed a Captain in Col-
onel Cook's Batta]ion, his rauk to be settled
hereafter, -

1, Samuel Royal commissioned Captain, and
George WaHace Fast Lieutenant, in the
Secoud Battalion of Militia belonging to
Cumberland County, 78

1, Publick notice to be given that twelve recruit-
ing Sergeants will be appointed on Saturday
next, ~

I, Committee appointed to procure blankets,
!;tockjn~s, and woolJen cloths for the use
of the State,

2, One hundred thousand dollars received from
Congress,

2, New commissions given out to the Captains
ortbe Galleys, -3, Privateer sloop Congress commissioned, Wil-
liam Greenway Commander, 79

3, Privateer brig Geueral Lee commissioned, John
Chatham Commander,

4, Commissions delivered to Colonel "''''j]]iam
Cook, Major James Crawford, and Captain
Peter Withington,of the Twelfth Battalionof
Re-gu]ars, w

4, WilJiam Evans desired to purchase aJi the
coarse cloths, blankets, and stockings, in
Che-ster County, for the use of the State, - 79

4, Ship Montgomery to exchange her 18-pound-
ers for 12-pounders, - .

4, Office.rs appointed in the Twelfth Battalion of
Foot,
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1776.
Oct. 4, Mr. Towers directed to deli,'er to the Secretary

at War one hundred cannon shot for 22-
pounders, and sheet le-ad sufficient for aprons
for twenty cannon, -4, An election }laving been held in Chester
County in direct vio]ation of the Declaration
of the Convention, ordere-d, that the Sheriff
deliver up the returns to the Board, -5, Mr. Towers directed to deliver Major Proctor
twenty-six blankets, for the use of the Artil-
lery,

5, Officers appointed for the two Companies of
ArtiHery under the command of Major
Proctor, -

5, Commission granted for 'ViJliam COlll}.ell,
commander of schooner General Thomp-
son,

5, Arrangement of the three Pennsylvania Battal-
ions, now in the Continental service at New-
York,

5) Letter to Colonel Brodhead, requesting a return
of the officers who choose to enter into the
Continental service on the new establish.
ment,

5. General McKinley reqllested to ptlrc!u:!se aH
the coarse cloths, bJankets, and stockings,
he can procure,

5, A detachment of fifty men. from the Artillery
to be sent to Fort Montgomery, subject
to the direction of the Commander.in-
Chief,

7, AIr. Towers directed to deliver to. Captain
James Craig two hundred grape and one
hundred swivel shot, he engaging to return
the like quantity,

7, All the powder now on board the ship, float-
ing batteries, and armed boats, b~longing to
the State, to be delivered to Mr. Towers,
Commissary, who is to replace it with a like
quantity, -8, Pay of Pilots for conducting vessels through
the chevaux-de-frise, -8, Thomas Wharton, jun., and Colonel Bayard
appointed to fit out the ship Montgomery, _

8, List of Officers commissioned for the Fourth
Battalion of Assoeiators in Northumberland
County, -8, Resolutions for expediting the payment of the
accounts of the Associators,

_

~ ~

8, Committee appointed to confer with a commit-
tee of Congress on the expediency of having
a. body of Troops stationed near the City of
PhiJadelphia for the defence of this State,

_

9, Resolution making void the purchase of a cargo
of salt, and prohihiting any person to pur-
chase any goods coming from Bea until the
vessels regularly enter at the custom-house,
and until report of the cargo be maue to (he
Board,

10, Alexander Morrice, permitted to d-epart the
State in the schooner Mariamne tQ Cape
Nicola Mole,

11, Robert Towers directed to deliver Colonel
Cadwalader one hundred muskets,

11, Commission granted to James Smith, com-
mander of the Jetter of marque brig Rut-
ledge,

11, Resolution directing the appraisement and dis-
tribution of the clothing of the soldiers
killed or taken prisoners on Long-Island,

_

II, Committee appointed to go down to the piers
to-morrow and fix upon a method for fasten.
iug the chain, -

12, Resolution to prevent a monopoly of saH, and
to encourage its importation,

12, Increaee of the pay of Officers,
14, Commi~sions of all the Captains and Subal-

terns of the Twelfth Battalion of Foot to be
dated the 1st of October, and their 'rank
hereafter settled,

14, John Brady and John Harris appointed Cap.
tains, and Christopher Gettig First Lieuten.
ant, in the Twelfth BattaUon,

14, Francis Allison appointed Surgeon of the
TweJfth Battalion, -

_ _

14, Publick arms to be delivered to the commantI.
ing officers of the several Battalions of the
City and Liberties of Philadelphia}
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XI
]776.

Oct. 14, The Colonels of the several Battalions to make
return of the number of arms and accou-
trements in .their respective Battalions,

14-, ~fajor Proctor empowered to exchange two
hundred arms, now in his possession, for the
like number of Jight arms belonging to Con~
gress,

14, Measures taken in consequence of a letter
from General Lee, informing that. the Hes-
sians had embarked from Staten-Island, and
did not doubt but that they intended a visit
to this State,

14, John Brigs committed to the State Prison for
insulting a Company of Militia returning jnto
town from exercise, -

14, A bounty of ten doBars to be given to every
able-bodied man who shall enter to serve
during the war on board the fleet,

15, Committee appointed to view the several ave~
nues leading to the city, and to report the
places most suitable to erect works of de-
fence,

15, Application to be made to the Board of War of
N ew-J ersey for three pieces of brass cannon,

16, Resignation of Isaac Cox, Paymaster to the
Pennsylvania Troops,

16) John RedmanJ Jun., appointed Paymaster to
the Troops late commanded by Colonels
Miles and Atlee,

16) Major Proctor desired to hold in readiness the
detachment intended to be sent to Fort
Montgomery, to march at a moment's warn-
ing,

-16) Mr. Lyon, Member of the Council for Cum~
berland, appeared and took the qualification
directed by Convention, a

16, Appointment of Officers in the Twelfth Bat-
talion,

16, Representation made to the Board of War, .
17, Captain Blewer appointed to employ proper

persons to build ten flat-bottom boats, for
transporting Troops,

17, No persons to view the Fortifications or go on
shore at Fort-Island, without permission,

_

17, No person to be suffered t!J sound the channel
through the chevaux-de~frise, or take any
measures to gain information of the works
of d efe nce I

17, Five hundred bushels of salt to be sent to Tren~
ton, to be sold out in small quantities,

17) Jonathan Coupland appointed Captain of a
Guard~Boat,

18, [ncrease of the pay of the men on board the
Fleet,

18, John Brigs discharged from his confinement
upon giving security for his good behaviour,

19, Resignation of Captain William Gamble as
c.ommander of the fire sloop Etna,

19, John Brice appointed Captain of the fire sloop
Etna,

19) Resignation of Abner Davis, a Third Lieuten-
ant in the Second Battalion of Riflemen, _

21, Mr. Gray and Captain Blewer appointed to
sound the ea~tern channel of the river Del-
aware) near Fort.Island, and to give direc-
tions for stopping that passage, if they should
find it necessary,

21) Captain Gurney appointed to receive of Robert
Eastburn all the money received for salt sold
by him,

23, Peter Rhoad8, Member for Northampton Coun-
ty) appeared, and took the qualification di-
rected by Convention,

23, Committee appointed to view the country, and
fix upon a spot for a Magazine for military
stores,

24, Fifty pounds paid to Monsieur Thaddeus Kos-
ciusko as a reward for his services in laying
Ollt a plan of a fortification at Billingsport,
to be charged to Congress,

_ _
~

24, One thousand dolJars advanced to Commodore
Seymour for recruiting men for the Fleet, _

24, Captain Blewer and Captain Gurney desired to
secure the person of Charles Roberts; Cap-
tain of the schooner Thetis, with all his

.papers, and lay them before the Board,
24, Jacob Myle appointed Quartermaster to the

German Battalion)
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Oct. 24, The Officers now prisoners with the enemy

to take rank according to-their several com-
missions, and be entitled to pay and rations
the same as if they were in actual ser-
vice,

24J Arrangement of Captains and Subaltern Offi-
cers for the Battalion to be kept in the pay
of the State,

24, Captain Blewer appointed to contract with
proper persons for building twelve boats to
guard the fire rafts) -

24, The Committee for Fort-Island de.sired to erect
a fire at Fort.Island, and employ persons to
manufacture nai]s at said Island,

25, Arrangement of the Battalion belonging to the
State, - .. - .. _ _ _

25, Rule for the appointment and promotion of
Officers, -

25, Appointments and promotions)
26, Major Proctor ordered jrnmediale]y to send

forward the detachment of Artillery to Fort
Montgomery, ~

26, Mr. Towers directed to deliver to the Board of
War three hundred stand of arms,

26, One quarter cask of powder to be distributed
to the Associators of Bucks County,

_

26, The Officers of the three late Provincial Bat-
talions who have signHied their desire to en.
gage in the new establishment, directed to
repair to Philadelphia,

26, The Captains and Subaherns in the Eleventh
Battalion to be appointed on the 4th of
November,

29, Ludowick Sprogel, Mustermaster of the Fleet
and Ar~y of the State, alJoweu the rank, pay
and rattons of Captain from the 21st Octo-
ber, 1776,

ao, Samuel Kerr disch:uged from his parole, and
permitted to return to his family at Eden.
town. in North-Carolina,

_
..

_
.

30, Mr. Towers directed to deliver Captain Rice
twenty muskets for the use of the Conven.
tion gaBey,

30, Monsieur Uttendorf appointed Adjutant of a
Battalion to be raised for the Continental
service, with the rank of Captain,

30, Two hundred dollars advanced to Monsieur
UUendorf in consideration of his having lost
his baggage in his voyage to America, _

30, Major Proctor directed to rein list such men
belonging to the Artillery who are wilIing to
serve during the war, _ _ _ _

31, Doctor John Kearsley to be removed from the
jail in Yorktown to the jail jn Carlisle,

31, Two blank commissions for privateers or Jet-
ters or marque delivered to Messrs. James
M~a~e and Robert Mease, for a ship and
bng, to be fitted out by them in a foreign
port,

31, John BaJdwin declared an enemy to his coun-
try, and committed to jail, for refusing to
receive Continental Bills of Credit,
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petrated by those sons of murder and devas-
tation, the Shirtmen, _
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30, Petition of General Frye to the Massachusetts
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Germain: A malignant fever has carried off
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the whole villueof vessels of war and priva-
teers. by them taken, - 1417

31, Two thousllml dollars advanced to Colonel
Zebulon Butler, and leave granted to him to
purchase tifty bushe]s of the salt belonging
to the Continent, for the use of the troops
mised in Westmoreland, - - - - 1417

31, The Committee appointed to make inquiry for
the Jost despatches from Head-Quarters, re-
port that they have not been able to find
them, and recommend the arrest of the ex-

pressJ
- 1417

31J Committee appointed to prepare an effectual
plan for ~uppre15sing the internal enemies of

America, and pre\'enting 11.communication
ofintelljgenc~wjth other enemies, ~ 1418

31, The Board of 'Var to remove the prisoners to
some cOlJVenielJt pl<lces back in the country,
and to have a suiIicient guaru kept at the
pubJick prison and over the Continental
stores in aud near PhilaJeJphiat - 1418

31, Recommendation to the States to provide laws
for elfectuaJly preventing monopolies of ne-
cessaries for the Army, - 1418

31, The Committee on Mr. Bache's letter ordered
to report, as soon as possible, ways and
means of establishing expresses, and con-
veying intelligence to and from the Army
with ,afety and despatch, - - 1418
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